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The American Dream (1961), is according to the 
playwright, "an examination of the American Scene, an 
attack on the substitution of artificial for real values in 
our society, a condemnation of complacency, cruelty, 
emasculation and vacuity; it is a stand against the 
fiction that everything in this slipping land of ours is 
peachy-keen. ... I hope that it transcends the personal 
and the private, and has something to do with the 
anguish of us all. "

Since 1931 the frequent productions of The Happy 
Journey to Trenton and Camden as delightful entertain­
ment have amply proved its success in creating illusion; 
it is a telling example of Thornton Wilder’s ingenuity in 
stimulating the imagination to supply both scenery and 
properties on a bare stage with nothing but chairs to 
suggest an automobile and a cot bed for all furnishings 
indoors. This delicately satirical little comedy presents, 
both as reality and symbol, father, mother, son, 
daughter, trying their best to have a happy journey and to 
pay a happy visit.
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