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A small Italian town, the capital of a 
province. The parlor in the house of 
Signor Agazzi.
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THE COURAGE OF ONE'S CONFUSIONS

John Ciardi

. . . Where mind is the measure there must 
be the courage to face one’s confusions whole.

There will always be more questions than 
thoughtful men can answer, though the unreflec 
five, to be sure, will always hav e their fast 
answers ready. The essence of intellect is in 
the engagement of proliferating confusion. . .
I will prefer the larger confusion to the smaller 
certainty.

He will, in fact, incline to think the reason 
for asking questions is to answer them. Is it? 
May it not be the greater merit of questions that 
they lead not to answers but to new questions, 
and the new questions to others, and they to 
others yet?

It is easy enough to praise men for the 
courage of their convictions. May it not be 
that we have made too much of conviction as 
an ultimate goal? Show me a man who is not 
confused and I will show you a man who has not 
been thinking. He will be a man who has not 
asked enough questions.


