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A Liberal Arts, Independent College for Both Men and Women
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EDUCATION ‘AT WILKES
A WORKING PART

Wilkes College wishes to establish a
partnership between students and faculty so
that education may be a joint enterprise
challenging the minds of both the student

and the teacher. The College seeks this
partnership in learning because its growth
has resulted from the active participation of
both groups.

At Wilkes, the student is encouraged
to assume responsibility for his own intel-
lectual development. The teacher may im-
part facts, but he cannot give understanding,
for without independent thought, under-
standing is unattainable. The student him-
self must extend his vision and enlarge the
horizons of his mind.

An intellectual and spiritual climate
promotes critical and constructive thinking.
Only where there is a spirit of freedom is
the student encouraged to familiarize himself
with diverse ideas. Only where there is
freedom of inquiry will he be encouraged to
gain the understanding that comes from the
pursuit of truth. Only where the minds of
students and teachers are ready for discus-
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Wilkes College wishes to establish a
partnership between students and faculty so
that education may be a joint enterprise
challenging the minds of both the student
and the teacher. The College seeks this
partnership in learning because its growth
has resulted from the active participation of
both groups.

At Wilkes, the student is encouraged
to assume responsibility for his own intel-
lectual development. The teacher may im-
part facts, but he cannot give understanding,
for without independent thought, under-
standing is unattainable. The student him-
self must extend his vision and enlarge the
horizons of his mind.

An intellectual and spiritual climate
promotes critical and constructive thinking.
Only where there is a spirit of freedom is
the student encouraged to familiarize himself
with diverse ideas. Only where there is
freedom of inquiry will he be encouraged to
gain the understanding that comes from the
pursuit of truth. Only where the minds of
students and teachers are ready for discus-
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sion and are open to inquiry can we hope to
eliminate the barriers of ignorance and mis-
understanding.

Freedom of inquiry depends upon re-
spect for ideas, exposure to them, and their
examination. Without individual responsi-
bility, such freedom can lead to confusion,
but when ideas are examined critically and
responsibly, education becomes a dynamic
and constructive experience.

In this era of accelerating change, the
continuing re-examination of ideas is es-
sential to progress, and, perhaps, to survival.
Unquestioned adherence to old institutions
and ideas can cause us to lose the competi-
tive race in which we are engaged; un-
questioned acceptance of new ideologies can
cause us to lose the substance of our past.
To be attuned to the future, while retaining
the best of the past, requires critically con-
structive thinking and informed judgment.

Wilkes welcomes students who wish
to join this unending quest for self-realiza-
tion and understanding.
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