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Tor The Board of Trustees
From: Gene Farley

Date: March 10, 1966

Attached you will find a copy of an Editor's
Diary which appeared in the February 10 issue of the
Troy Gazette-Register.

Because it deals with Wilkes College I thought
you would be interested in the comments that they have
made regarding us.
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MEMORANDUM

The Board of Trustees
The Faculty
The Alumni Council

Gene Farley

January 24, 1 967

Sometimes we receive a boost from unexpected
sources. Such was the case when the editor of the Troy

paper wrote the attached editorial.
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(The following is an
Gazette-F\’egister,
feeling you would

108rd year-

editorial commen
Troy, Pennsylvania.

t by C. Dixxon Avery,
We have reproduced

be interested in its content.)

Troy, Pennsylrania
Thursday, Feb. 10, 1966
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I like the phrase that Wilkes
Ccollege of Wilkes-Barre, Penn-
sylvania, uses in its bulletin:
‘‘Beéfore you can make men
doctors and lawyers, you must
first make them men.”

John Stuart Mill of several
generations back in American
history is attributed as the au-
thor of the phrase that 19-year
old college likes to observe.
The college was first started
88 a junior college of Bucknell
as a result of the request of
the residents of Wilkes-Barre
wanting an institution of high-
er learning within its confines.
That branch of Bucknell was
startéd in 1933. And that was
during the Great Depression nf
the United States. Where there
is a will; there is a way !

No matter whether the edu-
cational program aims for pro-

| tessibnal status, or merely gen-

eral knowledge, the thought
persists: ‘‘“first make them
men.” The knowledge that is
gamned, then, is put to good
use — for the individual, as
well as for his fellow men.

Sound moral fiber must be
nurtured and matured and
sharpened. What follows in the
way of specialized knowledge
then makes for good citizen-
ship, and a fuller life.

If more stress was employed
on this ‘‘first making them
men,”’ then there would be less
‘‘Bobby Bakers’”, ‘Hitlers”,
‘““Mussolinis’’, gangsters, law-

breakers. I did not say chau
these ‘‘characters’” would be
eliminated entirely from our
society. I do say that their
numbers would be lesser, and
the entire moral tone and fi-
ber of the community, the na-
tion, would be wonderfully im-
proved.

Wilkes College, it seems to
me, is one of the few colleges,
or higher institutions of learn-
ing, that is worthy and import-
ant in moulding our nation. It
is one college that I would high-
ly recommend as an education-
al institution to which both
men and women should attend.

Wilkes College is a private
institution. There are many in
the United States. But, there
are many thousands of public
schools — primary, secondary
and higher educational institu-
tions. These public schools
can, and have, obtained finan-
cial aid from the federal gov-
ernment. The private schools
do not, generally.

Usually, the one who pays
the bills is the one who calls
the turns — do it this way, or
else you get no money, baldly
put. In the case of federal fi-
nancial aid, that puts govern-
ment into the educational field,
first administratively, then,
eventually, as sure as you read
this now, in the curricula field.

editor of the
the editorial







