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WILKES RESEARCH CENTER

TALKING POINTS

The base of America's economy and presperity has shifted

J/?“A.z(’/ WaLY, L
from raw matexrial resources - timber, gold, iron, coal, oil,
furs, cotton, wool, cornm, wheat,

etc. atec, ete,

t0 man-czeated products and m{u&& -« chemicals, machines,

sleoctronics, drugs, synthetic
fabrics, 91ast1cs.automation.

naw modes of agriculture, travel,
communication, etc., etc.

1a coming aqensrations, amarice's prosperity will be based
upon men's creative hrains, rathex chan upeon their strong
k)ﬂckt *

“ime half of the nation's emplovment can ba traced directly
to the ressarch lazboratory. Teams of scientiste and engineers
are today creating temorrow's job, tomorrow's industrial profits,
and tomorrow's comforts.” Arsmours Research Institute,

“1¢ takes about 7 yesrs of preliminary exploration and de-
velopment bafore a product can ho offered to the public.”
Standard & Poors.

In the fiald of choniatry, 10,000 now gubstancas ave heing
creatad sach year in the iubs of the chemical industry, oome
ars pat on the ahalf, OUthers rapiace existing chemicals, Some
revolutionize the menufacture of papar, oplastics, fabrica, dyes,
fortilizers, weed killare, food sraservaiion, ete, @is,

Othess become the mirvasle drugs which allaviate known suffer-
ing, lengthen the span of 1ife, and increase human well~being.

NDectors Lewis and Giliiland of ¥,1.7. sreatod the indusirvial
procass of catalytic cracking fuel oil. Litervally willions of
dollars of new wealth are being crested by this process. There
are now over 2,000 commarcial products of the patro-chomical
industry, which Pas sprung up withir the paet few years un<
noticed by most of us,

University-trained men at the University of Florida theught
up the plan of bringing Braham cattle from India to cross the
netive Florida cattle that could not rasist Florida ticks and
heat. The presant prosparous cattle industry of Florida is
based upon this development,




o8 .

Representatives of the United States Department of
Agriculture imported 2 orange trees, in 1875, to California
and created the citrus industrvy of that state, which is now
worth about $50,000,000 a year to the state, worth, over
the years, many times all the gold produced in the famous
1849 gold rush. :

Niels Hansen, an Iowa State College boy who introduced
the Russiasn Gitniak grass to the prairies states of the west,
It is now the wonder grass which has reclaimed millions of
acres of eroded land in the west and has added hundreds
of millions of dollars of value to their farm produce.

University~trained men of Geoxgia and the Carolinas and
Ajabama experimented with new types of grass and clever
fodder, lespedeza, sudan grass, efc¢. which grow all year
round and provide pasturage for cattle, Hundreds of millions
of dollars of new wealth are belng davalopad through devel-
opment of the dairy and cakils industiry through the southeast.
Last year southern farmers enjoyed a cash income of 8123
. ( mililon dollars over the previous year, while farmers of other
“—xegions had an income drop of $953 millien,

11, College-~trained men at Cambridge produced the frozen
concentrated orange juice which has added hundreds of millions
of dollars to the Florida citrus fruit industry.

The State of Maine is makin% 3 strong sifort to crente
orm <]

new industries for its people, erly dependent largely

upon agriculture snd recreation, Nine eccncmic pessiblilities
have been selected 28 the most promising. Unicue ameng them
is the processing of seaweed intc a white powdery sdditive for
numerous uses from bakery foed te printers irk., Ancther is
Pilot Lite, made from the sime basic wood flour as dynamite
and linoleum, and used as a dry fire starter for cook-outs,

What jcb~cresting and pru&perity~aiimulstin$ fdeas will
come frem the Wilkes Research Center, to serve and bless the people
of Wilkes Ezrre and the ¥Wyoming Valley?

No one can foresee; but we ceén be sure that our creative
brains will, when given suitable research facilities and instruments,
produce ideas and progrems which will add i{ammessurably t¢ the well-
being of our Community,




RESEARCH AND THE FUTURE

One half of the products of many great corporations have evolved
from research and development during the past ten to twenty years. So it
is that we can truly say that our présent economy is the product of recent
research,

This statement will be €veén more true of tomorrow's economy, for
research is producing new ideas and new products at an accelerating rate.

At a recent seminar held by the Columbia University Graduate
School of Business, R. J. Chandler, Chairman of the Standard Packaging
Corporation said:

""that research and development costs of industry in the next ten
years will be about $120 billion -- 'which is more than this nation
has spent on research and development from 1776 down to the
present'. "

Space age developments and electronic marvels will come first in
research and expenditures, followed by biological and medical projects,
Chandler said. And there will be more major advances in all types of

materials and machinery,




THE GRADUATE PROGRAM

The graduate program in chemistry and physics was initiated in
September 1961 in consequence of a commitment made to the Radio Corpo-
ration of America in 1959.

For several years prior to 1959, R.C.A. had considered the ad-
visability of establishing a plant in Wilkes-Barre. Unfortunately for
Wilkes-Barre, the Company had always decided in favor of another area
because conditions were more favorable to their needs.

In the summer of 1959, the Director of the Industrial Fund advised
the President of the College that R. C. A. was again deciding against a site
in Wilkes-Barre because graduate facilities were not available to their
young engineers and scientists.

In consequence of discussions between R. C. A., the Industrial
Fund, and the College, a graduate program was promised and R. C. A. built
a modern transistor plant at Mountaintop which should ultimately employ
several thousand people.

In compliance with the commitment of the College, classes were
started in September 1961 with employees of three electronics firms travel-
ing up to 75 miles to participate in these courses.

At the moment, this graduate program taxes the resources of the
College even though it is supported by annual gifts and a special endowment
of $600, 000. It will, however, ultimately strengthen both the Community

and the College.




THE RESEARCH CENTER

The vast sums of money being spent for research are directly re-
lated to industrial progress, and the allocation of research funds influences--
or perhaps determines -~ the economic development of many areas.

In an effort to spread the benefits of research to a region with a
long history of unemployment, the Area Redevelopment Administration

has granted Wilkes College $400, 000 for the construction of a Research

Center provided the College raises $500, 000 for the construction of a new

graduate center plus another $100, 000 to equip the research center.

A recent study strongly suggests that industry follows research
within three to four years. It is anticipated, therefore, that the research
center in conjunction with the graduate center in science can -- with the
combined efforts of the Commonwealth, the College, the Industrial Fund,
the public utilities, and other local groups -- enable existing electronic
firms to enlarge their plants and encourage other concerns to establish
new plants.

Success in this effort will provide employment for the large groups
of unemployed and will simultaneously provide a sound base for the econo-

mic revival of Northeastern Pennsylvania.




g}reater
Wilkes-Barre

"CHAMBER

:F. CAMBERLCE

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE BUILDING
92 SOUTH FRANKLIN STREET
WILKES-BARRE, PENNSYLVYANIA
TELEPHONE VAlley 3-2101

September 9, 1961

Mr. Milton Shapp
Area Redevelopment Authority
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Shapp:

Representatives of the Chamber of Commerce and the three
Development Funds of Wilkes-Barre are greatly interested in the possibility
of establishing an area research center for the sciences.

This morning at a joint meeting of the Executive Committees
of the four groups, it was agreed that we should advise you 6f our interest
in exploring, with Wilkes College, the possibility of creating such a center.

Our constant drives for funds to attract new industries, how-
ever, have reduced our personal resources.to a degree~ that would make local
financing of the project quite difficult. We will back the project to the limit .
of our ability, but we would like to know what support, if any, may be hoped
for under the Area Redevelopment Act. We believe that the Wilkes Colle ge
plans for the extension of their new Science Building give us a unique op-
portunity to create an area research center at a minimum cost.

We appreciate your interest in our problem, and will be most
grateful for any assistance that may be given in our efforts to establish with
Wilkes College, a functioning research center.

, President
oarigan,  dx.

President
i1lkes-Barre Industrial Fund, Inc.
William O. Sword

< 6-—(/~ C)}W “Q\\President

Commyittee o ey rnran urnside

res ideg

Wilkes-Barre — Pennsylvania’s Greatest Industrial Potential

Samuel M. Wolfe, Jr.
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October 30, 1961 Wilkes-Barre, Pa.,

Dr. Eugene Farley, President
Wilkes College

South River Street

Wilkes Barre, Penna.

Dear Doctor Farley:

In answer to your inguiry about establishing
a Research Center for Electronics, I would like to
advise you of the Unions feelings on this particular
subject.

First, we believe that a Research Center for
this particular industry is essential because we
have a working population that is unemployed and
is eager to adapt themselves to the new demands of
modern industry.

Second, we believe a Research Center would
attract the Electronic industry into this valley
because many of the industries now located here are
on the declining side of the market.

Third, last but not least in the minds of
civic minded labor unions, is the fact that unless
a Research Center of this type 1is established here,
the industrial program can be stymied to the same
position we have found ourselves in the past.

Therefore we sincerely believe and urge that
a project of this type 1is of great significance to
our valley and we enthusiastically subscribe to it.

If we can be of any assistance please feel
free to contact us.

Sincerely,
& | :
%:Uuexﬁmml,ii wavechUwL
Fugene J. Considine
President




industries for the area that offer stable employment. The electrical,
electronics and chemical industries generally offer greater employment
opportunities for men. Expansion of these industries in a cluster

around the research center would help solve the area's critical shortages
of jobs for male workers.

The Community Facilities Administration of the Housing and Home Finance
Agency investigated the feasibility of the Wilkes College project for the
Area Redevelopment Administration and conducted the negotiations which led
to ARA approval of the grant. CFA has performed this function in connection
with all ARA public facility loans and grants since the start of the Area
Redevelopment program 11 months ago.

USCOMM-DC
3052




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF

; c o M M E R c E Area Redevelopment
o Administration

Luther H. Hodges, Secretary Woashington 25, D. C.

E. Zack -- WO 7-5113 ARA 62-63

For Release Friday a.m., ARA APPROVES $L00,000 GRANT FOR RESEARCH
April 6, 1962 CENTER AT WILKES COLLEGE, PENNSYLVANTA

A $400,000 public facility grant to Wilkes College, Wilkes-Barre,
Pennsylvania, for construction of a scientific area research center to aid
in the area's industrial expansion, has been approved by the Area Redevelop-
ment Administrationof the U S. Department of Commerce, it was announced
today by ARA Administrator William L. Batt, Jr.

The ARA grant is contingent on Wilkes College raising $500,000 for a
graduate center in chemistry to re-enforce the research activities at the
ARA-financed center. The college has just completed a $1 million science
building which will serve the center, and it plans to invest $100,000
initially to equip the research facilities.

The research center is needed in the Wilkes-Barre area to encourage
expansion and development of industries needed to provide stable and growing
employment. Specifically, the center will be designed to aid in the operation
and expansion of the electrical, electronic and chemical industries already in
the area, and to attract new expanding industries of the same type.

In addition to 1ts long-range impact on solving the area's acute unemploy-
ment problem, the center will provide 250 permanent new jobs for laboratory
technicians, producing a $1.4 million annual payroll in the area.

Wilkes-Barre reported that several existing electronics firms have found
that thelr plans for expansion were restricted in the past by the unwilling-
ness of sclentific personnel to come to the area. The research center, it
was pointed out, will attract scientific personnel and, in so doing, will

create a more attractive climate for related industries.

In addition, the center will enable Chambers of Commerce and the
Industrial Foundations of Wilkes-Barre and Hazleton to select growing

(more)




U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
AREA REDEVELOPMENT ADMINISTRATION
WASHINGTON 25, D.C.

APR 6 1962

In reply refer to:
Project No. 23.040.2

Dr. Eugene S. Farley
President, Wilkes College
Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania

Dear Dr. Farley:

This is to inform you that I have this day authorized the
Community Facilities Administration to extend Wilkes College
grant assistance to the extent of $400,000 for the construction
of the proposed research center.

This assistance will become available only when firm assurance
is received that the College has $500,000 in cash or pledges
to be used for construction of the Graduate Center.

I extend to you my very best wishes and trust the Research Center
will become a stimulus to the industrial development of the

area.

Sincerely,

. 2

Acting Administrator
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$400,000 Gra nt o K'd Scientific Research Center To Be Built On Wilkes Campus
For College Project

Washington, April  6—( “Industries are dependent upon |
The Area Redevelopment ~Ag. |vesearch for new findings and fup|
ministration has approved a/development. In consequence,
$400,000 grant to W C they are establishing plants
at Wilkes-Barre for |Where research facilities are{
research center. favailable." |

The new center is expected toi Dr. Farley then cited such
encourage the expansian of ex-jareas as Cambridge, Massachuy-
isting electrical and chemical in-|setts; Valley Forge, Pa.; Califor-
dustries and attract new indus-nia, North Carolina,
tries to bolster the economy of|
the area, classed as “depressed

The Administration said the ilz,ie;;i{i(fs
> . 71 73 o = & .

Ic}z?lttezngx‘i,ll _pz};oncfie‘..';o Derma, He recalled a meeting held in
i Jobs  for laboratory Hotel Sterli 2 Septemb.
technicians and will produce a HOte terling in September,
$1.4 million payrolls per year 1961, when approximately 35 rep.
S : ‘|resentatives of the industrial de-
. The grant yesterday is oM |velopment groups of Greater
lingent on the college ralS”?g'Wilkes-Barre Chamber of Com-
$500,000 for a graduate center in merce and civic leaders met with
chemistry to reinforce the WOrk | administrative officials of the
of the research center. college and with Milton J. Shapp,
Contacted in his office in|chairman of the board of direc-
Chase Hall, South River street,)tors,‘ Jerrold Electronics Corpora-
Dr. Eugene §. Farley, Wilkes|tion, Philadelphia, te discuss the

College president, said “both |fegsibility of a research center,
(the graduate program and the
research center) are community
projects, sponsored by the Col-
lege as one means of rebuilding
a vigorous economy. Industries
are dependent upon research for
new findings and for develop-
ment. In consequence, they are
establishing plants where re-
search services are available.” -

Dr. Fariey emphasized - the Approval of a $400,000 grant|a two-section addition to Stark|ber, 1957 at a cost of one million

fact that the - necess y for the ; : : :
research center grew from the to Wilkes College by Area Re-|Hall comprising 38176 square|dollars. Funds “(‘I(‘Je supplied by
r.

commitment by Wilkes College search Development Administra-|feet, One section would em-|an anionyrm_mis‘d‘or'lhi
;&}Ptigdégta%?;sior:tlg?%dggt??%: [tion, Washington, D. C., for alhrace an area 61 feet by 90 fcet:f
gram in chemistry and physics. Iscientific research center on the the other, 61 feet by 62 feet,!
This was the final persuasive !campus, is contingent upon an costing in the neighborhood of|
factor” which induced RCA to ladditional $500,000 supplied by|one million dollars, J
]ocat'e In Crestwood Industrial the college and the community.| Stark Hall was originally com-|
Park. - : The architect’s renderine of(pleted and put in use in Septem-|
THis commitment B0 =38 proposed plans by Lacy, Athery ~————— . — oc 1l Se kT
coupled with an opportunity to ton and Davis, above, consists of
serve the community by attraet- . S ke
ing other industries whose very
existence needs the close prox-
imity of research centers.”
The Wilkes College president
said when the research center is
established, it will be hecessary
to ‘quire personnel that can
conduct both fundamental and
industrial research while it co-
operates with all groups endeav-
oring to develop and attract new
industries.
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$5 Million

ansion In
ears Aim

Graduate Center
Also on Program

Wilkes College has re-
ceived $500,000 donation
for construction of a Fine
Arts Building.

Announcement was made
Saturday night by Presi-
dent Dr. Eugene Farley bhe-
fore 185 persons at a alumni
dinner and seminar at the
College Commons. Name of
donor was not revealed.

‘The Fine Arts Building
is one of seven projects
proposed for the next five
years and based upon pro-
posed Federal Aid to Edu-
cation Program. Cost of the
projects was listed at $3,-
130,000 with Federal aid
totaling $2,570,000. Of this

a unt $1,702,000 was
éﬁ as grants and $868,-
as loans. College share

was shown at $2,560,000.

Total cost of the Fine Arts
Building was listed at $550,000.
Original plan, according to “A
Chronology of Progress” pre-
pared by the college and re-
viewed by Dr. Farley showed
Federal grant at $246,000, Fed-
eral loan of $164,000 and $140,000
as the college’s share.

Gordon E. Robegrts, executive
alumni secretary, said the new
Fine Arts Building would be con-
structed next to Temple Israel,
236 South River Street.

Also included in the plans is a
Graduate Center costing $300,000,
paid for by the college, and a
Research Center costing $400,000
finariced with a Federal grant.

Dr. Farley said it is hoped
the Fine Arts Building, Research
and Graduate Centers, can bhe
constructed in operation within
one 10 one and a half years.

Other construction list was
a §1,100,000 dormitory, §280,000
dining hall, and a quarter mil-
lion volume, $1,100.000 library.
The - College’s share was listed
at $720,000, with Federal grants
totaling $1,056.000 and Federal
loans of $704.000. Of the col-
lege’s share $100,000 was allotted
for furnishings and equipment.

Look to Advancements

Another $200.000 was listed for
land with 1,000,000 for endow-
ment to provide income to match
the six percent charge on the
Federal loan.

In his address, Dr. Farley said,
“Only an intelligent and informed
people can combat the extrem-
isms of communism and fascism.
Thanks to a dedicated faculty
and a dedicated board of trus-
tees, Wilkes College is nurturing
and developing such intelligence
in the minds of her students.”

He revealed that during last
10 years, Wilkes College trustees
had contributed $2,000,000 and
that “today, we can look for-
ward to advancements we dared
not envision a few years ago.”

The Wilkes College president
emphasized that while Wilkes
College is highly selective in ac-
cepting students, it is not selec-
tive enough. He explained Wilkes
long ago could have expanded
to a population of 2,000 had not
the admissions board been highly
seiective. “Yet,” he said, “it is
highly probable that we shall be
forced to raise our college popu-
lation to 1,600-1,700 students by
the year 1970.”

New Economy Created

He pointed out in 1936, less
than 5 per cent of high school
students matriculated in col-
leges. Today, this percentage has
reached 30.

Reviewing the progress of
Wilkes Collage: chronologically,
Dr. Farley related when Wilkes
was founded in 1933, “there was
no college in Wilkes-Barre of-
fering opportunities for self-de-
velopment to the young people

(See WILKER nn Back Page)

of the area. Instead, there was
a hopelessness arising from a
world-wide depression, accentu-
ated in Wilkes-Barre by the de-
cline of the anthracite industry
upon which its prosperity had
been based.

“In the years that have passed,
the college has joined with
others to create a new economy
and a new community. With
these changes, a new and
stronger college has grown.”

Day and evening enrollment
has grown from 193 in 1933 to
1,608 in 1962. Yet, Farley said,
selectivity has increased with
this growth of enrollment. In
1961, only 38 per cent of the
applicants were admitted.

In 1933, there were no build-
ings, no endowed book value,
no plant or plant funds and no
other assets. In March, 1962,
there are 32 buildings, an en-
dowment book value of $1.951.-
532: plant and plant funds of
$5.036,500, and other assets of
$428,189.

In other words, the net total
of Wilkes College today is $8,-
000,000. In 1936, the net total of
the college showed a deficit of
$7.000. Since friends of Wilkes
College showed their willingness
to cooperate to the extent of
$5.000,000.

Prior to Dr. Farley’s address
to the alumni. Rev. Thomas T.
Williams, Wilkes College 1936,
offered the invocation, after
which the meeting got under
way with a group of college
songs directed by Riehard Chap-
line, music department instruc-
tor.

Following dinner, Russell H.
Williams, ’50, advertising man-
ager, Eberhard Faber, Inc.. presi-
dent, Wilkes College Alumni
Association, welcomed the guests.
Mr. Roberts, then reviewed ac-
tivities of the association.
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Wilkes College Grant
And What It Means

With the announcement by the Area
Redevelopment Administration, Wash-
ington, D. C., that it has granted Wilkes
College four hundred thousand dollars
for construction of a scientific research
cepter, the opportunity has finally ar-
rived when our Greater Wilkes-Barrg
area may again occupy the enviable
position it once held in the industrial
life of our Nation. We say ‘“opportu-
nity,” because the Federal grant is con-
tingent upon the ability of Wilkes Col-
lege and the community to match this
amount with $3500,000.

Already, the community has given
approximately $4,000,000 toward indus-
trial development; and this money has
come from private and corporate
sources; it has been given generously
and sincerely from those who represent
every facet of our community.

As is always the case in the march
of progress, there were skeptics who
doubted the practicability of our in-
dustrial development program. In the
train of events, however, even these
voices have been stilled as more than
thirty new industries elected to estab-
lish plants in the area.

Now comes an opportunity to move
into a manufacturing area which is
rapidly changing the industrial face of
the nation—the field of electronics: and
it is an area entirely dependent upon
research. In fact, the last major in-
dustry to locate in Crestwood Industrial
Park — the Radio Corporation of
America—came here primarily because
Dr. Eugene S. Farley, Wilkes College
President, committed the college to
establishing a graduate course in chem-
istry and physics se that RCA engineers
could continue to study.

There are hundreds of companies
throughout the United States seeking
plant locations served by research cen-
ters. And even in our midst, we have
smaller industries who need such service
in order to expand.

Witness the economic rebirth of New
England, for instance. Where once eco-
nomic drought stalked the land, today
75,000 new jobs have heen created by
the electronics industry. And it began
when the Government at the beginning
of World War II issued some radar
research contracts to the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology If you drive to
Boston today, following Route 128, you
can’t drive a quarter of a mile without
seeing a chemical or electronics or in-
strument plant.

Or, come closer to home—Philadel-
phia. Thanks to the University of Penn-
sylvania research facilities, a group of
a half dpzen scientists formed the
nucleus of companies now employing
12,000 to 15,000 people in only the
computer segment of the electronics
industry. Such names as Philco, General
Astronics, Epsco, Auerbaugh Engineer-
ing, Burroughs, and many others owe
their very existence to research.

It is the same in Minnesota, Wis-
consin, North Carolina, California, and
other areas which are served by re-
search centers.

And it can be true in Wilkes-Barre,
if we seize the opportunity now offered
us.
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AN OPPORTUNITY

and

A COMMITMENT

Every advance that has been made by Wilkes College since its estab- .
lishment during a worldwide depression and in the midst of an area that was
losing its basic industry - mining - has led to new obligations and opportunities.

This continuous development of obligation and opportunity has resulted
from the interweaving of educational and Community efforts and from the iden-
tity of interests of College and Community leaders. The College always seeks
ways and means of developing the Community and Community leaders have re-
sponded with ever-increasing support of the College. Because of common
interests and common purposes, an unusual relationship of Town and Gown has
developed so that it is now accepted that one will help the other in any effort
to move ahead.

Confronted with this unusual opportunity to gain a grant of $400, 000 for a
research center provided the College raises $500, 000 for an adjoining graduate
center plus $100, 000 for scientific equipment, the continuation of this relation-
ship of mutual help is to be expected

but

the friends of the College have given so freely and so frequently to Community
causes during the past ten years that their present commitments extend into

the future. .

In the effort to redevelop the Community, they have in addition to their
annual commitments for social services and scholarships given the following
sums for capital improvements:

Wilkes College $ 4,000,000
Hospitals 4,000, 000
Industrial development 3,500, 000

Because they are still making payments on past pledges, their ability
to accept new obligations is momentarily limited.

To accept this new opportunity and to meet an obligation made to bring
new industry to the Area, Wilkes College must turn to friends and foundations
in the hope that they will help the College at this moment with full assurance
that their help will give momentumto the other projected developments -- a
library, a dormitory, and a dining hall - that are essential and must be under-
taken as soon as the research and graduate centers are erected.

No mention is made of the projected Fine Arts building because a group
of friends has recently provided funds for its erection.

By providing $600, 000 for graduate facilities, Wilkes will gain $400, 000 .
for an area research center. But even more important, it will establish

foundations for the development of modern industry and the rebuilding of the
economy of Northeastern Pennsylvania.




WHAT 18 WILKES?

Wilkes is a non-denominational college with an enrollment of about 1200
full-time students and approximately 500 part-time students, mostly adults,
attending night classes,

It offers the Bachelor's Degree in the liberal antssithe sciences, busi-
ness administration, and education, [t has just introduced Programs leading
to the Master!'s Degree in Chemistry and physics,

It was established in 1933 by Bucknell University in order to bring
cational OPportunities to the young people of the Wilkes-Barre area, which was
then the largest center of population in the United States having no college for
its young men and women,

There was at that time no college in Wilkes-Barre offering opportuni-
ties for self—development to the young men and women of the area, Comparable
to those taken for granted in other bParts of the Ccountry, Instead, there was a
hopelessness arising from a worldwide depression, accentuated in Wilkes-Barre
by the decline of the anthracite industry upon which its bProsperity had been based.

Its original Purpose was to Provide enlarged educational Opportunities
for the young people of the area. In the years that have passed since 1933, it
has received students from every continent, and it ig anticipated that by 1965 to
1967, out-of-town students will Probably constitute at least half of the student body,

In an area that has been culturally isolated, the College strives to culti-

vate freedom of inquiry in a stimulating intellectual climate. Itg faculty is com-

S encouraged to

Through this pro-

Practicable academic Standards,




THE COLLEGE AND ITS COMMUNITY
Dual Purposes

Education and Economic Development

Although Wilkes was created in order to bring new educational
opportunities to the young people of the area, it soon became apparent
that education without economic and social redevelopment of the area
could lead nowhere.

Without redevelopment there would be no place in the commu-
nity for a large body of trained people. Without redevelopment the
support essential to the growth of the college would not be available.

Recognizing this dilemma, members of the Wilkes faculty and
administration sought means whereby the college might participate
actively and constructively in building a new economy in the area.

Since the end of World War II, it has had two goals -~ the

raising of educational standards and the rebuilding of the economy.

Needless to say, it could do little of significance by itself, but in co=-
operation with community leaders, it has made vital contributions to
the establishment of a new economic base.

Fortunately, experience has shown that these dual efforts sus-

tain each other and lead to sound and continuous development.
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EDUCATIONAL S TANDARDS
AND
INTELLECTUAL INTEREST

It is difficult for a young college to make an objective evaluation of
its work, for its graduates are also young and have not firmly established
their careers.

The earliest objective evidence of success OT failure is to be gained
from records attained in graduate and professional schools by graduates
of the College. A study of graduates made in 1958 and 1959 gave the fol-
lowing facts:

Number and Per Cent
Reporting Advanced Study

Number
Graduates reporting to alumni office 1135
Graduates reporting ‘graduate or professional study 439
Graduates earning advanced degrees 266
Graduates earning doctorate 104

A Comparison of the Undergraduate Record at Wilkes
With Records Earned in Graduate and

Professional School

Graduate Record Superior to Undergraduate Record 78.0
Graduate Record Equal to Undergraduate Record 8. 0%
Graduate Record Inferior to Undergraduate Record 14.0

A number of these students made top records at Wilkes, and it was,
therefore, impossible to exceed this record in graduate school.

Activities of Alumni

Graduates participating in public activities




ENROLLMENT TRENDS

The influence of college cannot be pictured by statistics,

statistics can show the growth that has resulted from the efforts of

College to Provide educational Services,

The following tables show this growth simply ang clearly:

Enrollment
ST

1933 and 1936-1961 by five-year intervals

Year Day Evening Graduate

1933 (founding) 164 29

1936 157

1941 199

1946 197

1951 596

1956 1011




SELECTION OF STUDENTS

As the character and quality of education are determined
by the quality of students and faculty, every effort is being made to

attract the strongest possible faculty and to select students of ability

and ambition. The following statistics indicate something of the prog-

ress made in the selection of students.

It is emphasized, however, that no local student showing
promise of success has been refused admission. The College has
never forgotten its twin cducational obligations--the maintenance of

standards and service to the young people of the area.

Percent of Applicants Admitted
Y.eam Percent
1953 7o,
1956 b

1961 39




Year

Buildings

1933(founding) 0

1936

1941

1946

1954

1956

1961

1962

22

Sl

95

$

GROWTH OF TANGIBLE ASSETS

1933-1961

Special report for April 1962

Endowment

Book Value

150, 000

551, 686
1,319, 726
1,951, 532

15, 9.5 1suBi3Res

Plant and

Plant Funds

0
21,000
270,000
362,000
1,636,56%
2,922,884
4508500

5:03 500

Other
Assets

0

0

0

0
$239, 733
20 0
428,189

428, 189

*Market value on November 1, 1961, was $2,616, 752.

0
$28,000 $
5,500

0

-7,000
266, 500
512, 000

2,407,984
4,460, 380

6,888,22.

7:416,221




COMMUNITY SERVICES

Activities that attract persons to a Community do not all re-

late to the earning of a livelihood. It takes many things to satisfy

the interests of an alert and educated people, and the higher the calibre
of personnel needed to operate an industry, the greater are the cul-
tural and social needs of the Community. In modern technology and
science, the trained person and the cultivated mind are of primary im-
portance, and as trained and educated persons are offered many choices,
the Community that is to attract and hold them must offer many and
varied advantages.

These advantages must include fine educational opportunities,
for educated persons will demand educational opportunities for their
children. They must include varied opportunities for worship to satisfy
the varied faiths of Americans. Libraries, orchestras, choruses,
theater, and art groups are needed if the creative interests and cul-
tivated tastes of an educated people are to be satisfied.

Recognizing these needs, Wilkes endeavors to create and to sup-
port those activities that are essential to every Progressive com-

munity.




CULTURAL INTERESTS

The development of strong departments of music and arts re-

quires teachers and students of talent and these persons, in turn, re-

quire an opportunity to express their interests. It is natural, there-

fore, that a Bach Festival and Philharmonic Orchestra had their
origins in the College. It is equally natural that the College should
lend its support to the Annual Arts Fiesta and should, when possible,
cooperate with the Art League. In addition, it is inevitable that mem-
bers of these departments should participate in Community groups that
share their own special interests.

Also, small groups of students are demonstrating talents that
heretofore have remained undeveloped, and as these talents mature,

the cultural opportunities of the Community are enlarged.




PUBLIC AFFAIRS

Office of Community Services

Over the years, members of the faculty have offered services that
effectively, but unmeasurably, lead to improved conditions in the Com-
munity.

The Institute of Municipal Government was established in 1950 to in-
form public officials of the best practices in government and public admin-
istration. Over the years, more than 75 per cent of the elected and ap-
pointed officials have participated in these programs. Today, assisted by
a Ford Foundation grant, special classes are being offered for school board
members, police officials, assessors, health officers, elected officials,
budget officers, magistrates, and others involved in public work.

The Labor-Management-Citizens Committee was created by the In-
dustrial Fund and the Chamber of Commerce in 1956 in an effort to improve
labor relations and to create a favorable labor climate. This committee's
activities have been centered in the College and, today, the labor record
of Wilkes-Barre is one of the best in the country,

For years, organized statistics have been needed to reveal signifi-
cant trends and to spotlight developing problems. With the aid of the Ford
Foundation and the Chamber of Commerce, an Area Research Center was
established in 1960, This office is gathering and organizing statistics that

may be used by planning groups. It carries on special studies that are

required to provide a clear understanding of existing conditions.

Since their inception, these three agencies have been brought to-

gether in the Office of Community Services.







