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THE WYOMING MONUMENT ASSOCIATION

Incorporated in 1860 by a Special Act of the Legislature of Pennsylvania
holds the title to the grounds and mounment.
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THE HISTORY OF THE WYOMING MONUMENT

REMARKS BY
MRS. CORAY H. MILLER

WYOMING MONUMENT COMMEMORATIVE EXERCISES
MONUMENT GROUNDS
WYOMING, PENNSYLVANIA

JULY 4, 1962 — 10 A. M.

Following the Battle and Massacre at Wyoming in 1778, the
fallen heroes of that bloody field lay unburied from July 3rd to
October 22nd, at which time Lieutenant John Jenkins, with a
detail of men from Captain Spalding’s company, was sent to
gather such as they could and give them a common sepulture.
Those found on the battlefield were buried together, and those
scattered at other points were buried where found. No index
marked the spot where they were buried, and there they slept
in peace.

The first steps to provide a lasting tribute to the memory of
these brave men was at a meeting held at the home of James

Scovell, in what is now Exeter Borough, on November 25, 1809,
for the purpose of planning to erect a monument. Only $300 was
raised at this meeting and the matter rested for some years.

The next meeting of record was at Wilkes-Barre on July
22, 1826, when a committee was appointed to draft a set of reso-
lutions providing for a monument. In August of that same year
another meeting was held in which the resolutions were passed.
A committee was appointed to solicit subscriptions. However,
little more was done to push the monument along until six years
later when early in 1832 considerable interest was awakened once
again. Some prospecting for the spot where the slain had been
buried was had without success, because it was in the midst of
a field which had been plowed over for many years, and the
mound, if any had ever existed, was entirely obliterated. How-
ever, through Mr. William Swetland’s efforts, the place of inter-
ment was located and the bones found.

On the 3rd of July, 1832, there was a large public gathering
of citizens on the grounds and the grave being opened, the bones
were exposed before the speakers and the people assembled. A
subscription was then opened for erecting a monument and a
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committee appointed. Mr. Fisher Gay of Wyoming donated the
required amount of land necessary for the erection of the monu-
ment. In December commenced the work of quarrying on our
western mountains and delivering the stone for the foundation
and vault.

In the spring of 1833 the bones of eighty-three skeletons
were removed from the commcn grave, and being placed in three
dry goods boxes, were kept in Mr. Swetland’s store until they
were deposited in the monument vault on December 5, 1833.

On the 3rd of July, 1833, the corner stone of the monument
was laid in the presence of a large assemblage of people. About
the last of June, 1834, work was suspended for lack of funds, the
monument being raised at that time to a height of about twenty
feet.

The enterprise now lingered and but little was done to ad-
vance it until 1839 when a new committee went to Connecticut
and asked the legislature to appropriate $3,000 to help complete
the work. Although the petition was favorably reported, aid was
not forthcoming.

In 1841 a new memorial was presented, accompanied by a
paper setting forth the reasons why Connecticut ought in justice
to contribute to the fund. The resolution passed the lower House
almost unanimously but failed in the Senate. Still another effort
was made in the following year, with no better result.

Thus the monument and grounds remained in an unfinished
and neglected condition until work was resumed in 1842 under
the auspices of the “Ladies Monumental Association” — which
name was subsequently changed to the “Wyoming Monument
Association.”

During the interval between the suspension of work in 1834
and the resumption in 1842, the “Ladies Monumental Associa-
tion” was organized by the ladies of Wilkes-Barre, Kingston,
Wyoming and Exeter, and by various means of fund raising
activities, such as dinners, fairs and entertainments, they raised
the money and completed the monument at a cost of approxi-
mately $6,000, with shrubbery and fencing the lot bringing the
cost to something over $8,000.

The monument is erected over the exact spot where the slain
were originally buried by Lieutenant John Jenkins and his detail
of men. The monument is a plain obelisk in the dark gray stone
of the valley cut on the face and laid in blocks of from twelve
to fifteen inches in thickness, and of convenient lengths. It stands
sixty-two feet six inches high from the level of the ground. The

8

stone used in the monument came from a place, which has since
been known as the “Monument Quarry” near Doty’s place on
the east side of the Susquehanna River, a distance of about three
miles, and brought over at Miller’s Ferry. This ferry, known in
later years as Sharp’s Ferry, was anchored at the river’s edge
midway between Fifth and Sixth Streets.

Some years later in April of 1860, the Wyoming Monument
Association was incorporated, and at that time by special act of
the Senate and House of Representatives of the Commonwealth
of Pennsylvania in General Assembly met, title to the monument
and grounds was vested in this organization. We have reason to
believe it is one of the oldest organizations in the country today,
which has met continuously since its inception over one hundred
and twenty years ago.

We, who belong to the Wyoming Monument Association
today, are proud to be the successors of those dedicated women
whose efforts brought to completion this momento of the valor
of their ancestry, and we shall continue to work unceasingly and
with patriotic fervor to perpetuate the rich historical heritage
that is ours.

In closing I would quote a verse taken from the “Ode to
Wyoming” which is a poem composed by Mrs. Mary B. Richert
of Pittston and read at the One Hundredth Year Commemorative
Observance of the Battle and Massacre.

“Nor fretted vault, nor costly shrine,
Where gnarled yew and ivy twine,
Entomb those noble sons of thine;
But on thy face, so fair, outspread
Beside the river’s silver thread,
With skies of azure overhead

So high endoming
A sepulchre, where daisies wave
Above the ashes of the brave,
Thy sons have found an honored grave
Wyoming!”
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“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all
men are created equal, that they are endowed by
their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that
among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of
Happiness. — That to secure these rights, Govern-
ments are instituted among Men, deriving their just
powers from the consent of the governed,...”

With these words the creators and founders of our Nation
started a revolution that brought a new Nation into being. But,
they also gave impetus to a revolution of ideas that grows in
force with each passing generation. This revolution of ideas re-
veals itself in the changes made within our Nation during the
past one hundred and eighty-six years. This revolution of ideas
reveals itself throughout the world in the struggle of men every-
where to attain self-government and self-realization. During
those years that have passed since the adoption of our own Dec-
laration of Independence, the hopes, the aspirations, the expecta-
tions of the American people have become the hopes, the aspira-
tions, the expectations of people everywhere. Only in the light
of our own Revolution can Americans hope to understand the
revolt of peoples throughout the world in the second half of the
Twentieth Century.

As this revolution of ideas relates to the improvement of
man’s condition, let us examine a few of the revolutionary
changes that have taken place within our Nation since the formal
beginnings of our revolution.
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When the Declaration of Independence was adopted in 1776,
conditions were accepted without question that we today con-
sider intolerable. The slave trade, in which two-thirds of the men
and women died between capture and final sale, continued until
1807, and slavery was accepted until Lincoln issued the Emanci-
pation Proclamation in 1863. Labor was exploited and was
allowed no chance to organize, in any state, prior to 1842.
Children, women, and men were sacrificed for the production of
wealth without regard for their well-being. Ignorance was taken
for granted, and not until the 1840’s were state laws adopted re-
quiring the establishment of public schools. The social conscience
that must ever be associated with freedom had not yet awakened
men to evils that have since been eliminated or, in part, cor-
rected. The great improvements of the last century cannot all be
attributed to the principles enunciated in the Declaration of
Independence, but their enunciation in this great document did
bring them to men’s consciousness and, over the years, these
principles became a part of the American conscience. Once they
became a part of this conscience, violations of human rights
disturbed the minds of Americans and the correction of wrongs
and injustices became inevitable. Where there is social con-
science, there will be social reform; but where there is no social
conscience, injustice, abuse, and cruelties are unnoted.

It was during this period of abuse and of development that
America became the hope of mankind. Immigrants flocked to our
shores seeking a new way of life. Newcomers were attracted by
the opportunities of a new land and the ideals of a new Nation.
The abuses of their homelands exceeded the abuses in the new
land, and the new land offered a hope that was not offered in
the old. So it is that millions migrated while others took hope
from that which they saw in this country. And, lest we of this
generation doubt the appeal and attraction of our Country, let
us once again read those words engraved on the Statue of Liberty
when it was dedicated in 1886 . . .

“Keep ancient lands, your storied pomp, cries she
With silent lips, ‘Give me your tired, your poor,
Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free,
The wretched refuse of your teeming shore.
Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me,

I lift my lamp beside the golden door.” ”

Emma Lazarus

The waves of immigration have been stopped by an explod-
ing of population in the United States. In consequence the
“golden door” has been closed, but men from all nations still
grasp those ideas of the American revolution that offer hope
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of independence and self-realization. Today, as yesterday, men

b g y y
grope for opportunity, and as Russell Davenport has aptly
written:

“The vision that the world is waiting, is the same

That traced its way in wagon tracks, across

Empurpled plain and precipice, And whispered

In the star-lit tamaracks, where travelers told of

Freedom in the West around the fires of hopeful bivouacs.”

But it required more than lands and mines to attract a people
and give them hope. Other continents have had these same
resources, but have given men no hope of new opportunities for
a richer life. If this were not so, would we be concerned today
by conditions in South America that breed despair, not hope —
and so provide a fertile soil for the Communistic ideology?

What is it then that has caused men for more than a century
to look upon America as a land of opportunity? I suggest that
it is the ideals and aspirations of those who have created America.
But I also suggest that even more important is the implementa-
tion of these ideals through a constitutional government, limited
in its powers by the will of the people and responsible to the
people for all of its acts. This system of government gave people
from all countries of the world, hope that they might also live
under a responsible government — either by migration or by the
creation of such governments in their own homelands.

Without this limited, but responsible government, the great
gains of the past one hundred and seventy years would have been
impossible. Only because our government must respond to the
will of the people were the evils of exploitation and injustice
attacked and, in a measure, resolved. Without this responsive-
ness to the popular will, control would have remained in the
hands of the few and would have been used for the benefit of
the few. It appears that social conscience has grown with the
dispersion of responsibility to all the people. It also appears that
as evils have been corrected and reforms affected, the capabilities
of men have been expanded. Each step forward has enlarged the
vision of men and has increased their awareness of the great
advances that can be made by a society that is committed to the
improvement of its individual citizens. If we place our faith in
material possessions, the future is limited, but if we place our
faith in men and ideals, we cannot foresee the limits of human
progress. We have enlarged our horizons sufficiently to under-
stand that the continued expansion of these horizons is inevitable
if we adequately nurture the intelligence and spirit of on-coming
generations. Our past progress has resulted from our faith in the
capacities of men to govern themselves. Does not our future well-
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being and security depend upon the bulwarking of this faith by
sound education and by the expansion of opportunities for pro-
ductive and creative effort?

In his first inaugural address, Jefferson expressed his own
faith in men in these challenging words:

“Sometimes it is said that man cannot be trusted with the
governmernt of himself. Can he, then, be trusted with the
government of others? Or have we found angels in the
form of kings to govern him? Let history answer this
question . . ..”

And again, in a later period of crisis, Russell Davenport,
fearing a lack of faith in America, in Americans, and in our
great ideals, pled:

“Let us not fear man, let us fear only

What he believes in. It is Nothing

That we must fear, the thought of Nothing,
The sound of Nothing in our hearts,

The belief in Nothing.”

But what does this continuing American revolution have to
do with revolt in Africa, anti-colonialism in Asia, unrest in South
America, and with the advances of Communism in all parts of
the world?

The answer that we give to this question may well determine
the future of this nation and of mankind. If the Communist revo-
lution offers greater promise to the exploited and wunder-
developed peoples than do the concepts of the continuing revolu-
tion that took root on American soil at the end of the Eighteenth
Century, we have reason to feel concern for the future of those
ideas, values, and institutions upon which western civilization is
based. If, on the contrary, we can restore and vitalize the great
ideals upon which our own well-being is founded, then we can
hope for the extension of this well-being to oming
generations.

This continuance of our own freedom and well-being re- {
quires sharing — sharing of ideas, of effort, and of aspirations. )
If we deny to others the hope that is ours, we can hardly expect |
to receive in return respect, or trust, or affection. If we give |
nothing, we will receive nothing. I all too clearly remember the
bitterness with which an Asian and an African remarked on two
occasions, “‘democracy is not for export.”

These two men after sharing the privileges of English uni-
versities returned to their native lands to find themselves rejected
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,/ by representatives of the same government that had offered them
| the intellectual and social advantages of its great universities.
By sending them to England for advanced study, the government
had acknowledged their individual superiority, but when they
returned to their homes, they were rejected by and isolated from
the English colonials because of the supposed inferiority of their
group. We would do well to remember that all of us are superior
in some ways and inferior in others, for no individual can be
entirely superior. It is humiliating, however, for men to be ac-
cepted as superior individuals intellectually and then rejected
because of racial and cultural differences. Bitterness and resent-
ment are the inevitable consequence of such contradictory
treatment.

It is this divergence of ideals and practice that is the heart
of our present-day dilemma. We have enunciated great ideals.
We have made great progress because of our adherence to these
ideals within limited areas. It is impossible, however, to voice
ideals that express the universal hopes of mankind without rais-
ing the aspirations and the expectations of all men. For this
reason, we Americans, whose forebears created a new nation and
gave mankind a new hope, are compelled to share with others
the privileges and benefits of freedom. When underprivileged
peoples respond to the hypocrisy of those who adhere to an ideal
only when it is to their advantage, and abandon the ideal when
it is to their detriment, freedom everywhere is endangered.

Within the month; I have discussed the problems and aspira-
tions of the African nations with an able and dedicated African
student. If I comprehend his thinking, and I am not sure that I
do, he is disappointed that we fall so far short of our own ideals.
He hopes in his own nation to move from tribalism and ignorance
to an enlightenment that will show the way to other peoples. He
is reflecting the optimism of the authors of the Declaration of
Independence, but he is not recognizing the tortuous path that
leads to any measure of enlightenment and self-government. As
a political scientist, he studies the political philosophers of the
West while he simultaneously observes the workings of our
political institutions. I would guess that he feels us insincere
because our practice does not entirely conform with our ideals.
Before he returns to his native country, I hope he may gain some
awareness of the painful struggle that is involved in translating
any ideal into a working reality. Without this realization, he may
well succumb to the appeal of those ideologies that offer ready-
made solutions to the economic and political problems that beset
mankind.

The contrast between ideals and practice was less apparent
when ignorance, isolation, and lack of conscience maintained in
all groups a relative unawareness of other groups. Improved
communications and technological developments have brought
the peoples of the world closer. Literacy, the radio, travel, and
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trade have revealed one people to another and have created an
awareness that heretofore was impossible. Ultimately this aware-
ness must lead to mutual understanding or to bitter antagoisms.
And, in great measure, the choice of alternatives is ours. If we
possess a measure of understanding of human aspirations, we
must use this understanding to resolve our common problems
and to cultivate acceptance of our common destiny.

Our ideals and our well-being have caught the attention of
the peoples of the world and have raised their aspirations. Our
material well-being has raised their expectations. Unfortunately,
these expectations have been accompanied by no awareness that
it requires intelligence, discipline, education and organization to
translate ideals into realities. These people have not yet recog-
nized that human talents must be cultivated, not exploited, if
material and social gains are to be attained. Had this been learned
in South America, Africa, and Asia, the peoples of these contin-
ents would now be prepared to develop their great natural
resources for their own benefit. Unfortunately, this dependence
of man upon man has not been learned in these areas and in
consequence of the neglect of human beings, poverty and ignor-
ance are the accepted — but now resented — condition of the

people.

In the midst of this condition, Communism makes its appeal
and offers its promise. To a people untouched by the ideals of
freedom — that have released the talents and energies of western
man — the promise-of Communism is attractive. To those who

understand the nature of freedom and have enjoyed its richest
fruits, Communism appears as a step backward. The Communists
promise the material well-being already enjoyed by the free
peoples; they offer these material rewards, however, without
freedom and without the invigorating release of mind and spirit.
They offer their own special form of regimentation along with
their promise of prosperity. They would destroy those freedoms
that are the basis of western civilization. They promise gain
through regimentation. The free nations demonstrate that the
well-being of a people is best assured through the release and
development of the human mind and spirit.

Communism seems to be the great challenge of the 1950’s
and 1960’s just as Fascism was the great challenge between 1930
and 1945. The persistence of this challenge to freedom by the
extremists of the right and the left, demonstrates the dilemma
of the moderate individual who believes that progress is evolu-
tionary not revolutionary — who believes that progress requires
steady and continuing improvement of what we have, not its
destruction.

The institutions of America are designed to permit this evo-
lutionary forward movement, and to avoid the violent action and
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reaction of the extremists. The division of powers within our
government, the centering of responsibility in two parties, and
the ability of the people to correct abuses by their ballots pro-
vide safety-valves and correctives that prevent the development
of unendurable injustices and frustrations. If there is danger in
this system, it derives from the inertia of the people, their
unawareness of governmental abuses, or their feeling that they
are not responsible for the preservation and operation of
representative government.

There are also times when the people are discouraged by
corruption, extravagance, and irresponsibility in government.
When their government appears to be bad because the light of
criticism shows its weaknesses, they should consider the observa-
tion of John Galbraith, “without public criticism, all govern-
ments look much better and are much worse.”

Criticism that is designed to keep governments “better” may
also be used to destroy governments by making them appear
“much worse” than they really are. So it is that criticism can be
the mark of vitality or the tool of destruction. So it is that only
an alert, informed, and courageous citizenry can meet the chal-
lenges that always confront free institutions. Freedom can never
be taken for granted, for there always have been and always will
be those who disbelieve in freedom for the people. Some of these
disbelievers, lacking faith in the ability of people to govern
themselves, are sure of their own great capacity to govern others.
Some oppose this freedom because it stands in the way of their
desire to use and control the people. And some are mixed and
confused in their motives.

The ideological conflict between Communism, Fascism, and
Democracy may jeopardize our freedoms by distracting attention
from our basic principles. There is danger that fear will lead to
extremes of thought and action that may destroy the sound
moderation upon which free institutions depend.

Freedom of thought and conscience are the first essentials of
free institutions. Without these freedoms there can be no repre-
sentative government. Without these freedoms we can have no
representative government. Without these freedoms there can be
no criticism, no dissent, no opposition. Without these freedoms
you and I cannot criticise, you and I cannot dissent, you and I
cannot oppose. The founders of our nation recognized this need
for freedom of thought and conscience because they had
struggled to wrest these rights from an autocratic government
in England. In our , we have endeavored to maintain these
freedoms, but we have also neglected them because in times of
peace we have enjoyed them so readily. Perhaps the words of
Adolph Eichmann, justifying his own lack of personal responsi-
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bility for the extermination of six million Jews and the uproot-

ing of other millions, may give us a greater appreciation of the |

value of individual conscience. Eichmann absolved himself of all
personal responsibility for his heinous brutality by this state-
ment made at his trial, ““The question of conscience is a matter
for the head of the state, the sovereign.”

Let us ask ourselves whether or not freedom of conscience
surrendered by the peoples of the world can lead to anything
other than despotism and a loss of human significance. Without
conscience is man better or worse than an animal? With con-
science, and intelligence, and courage, are there any limits to
the possibilities for self-realization which man has been given
by his Creator?

The answers that we give to these questions will determine
the continuing vitality and influence of the revolution of ideas
that expressed itself in our own Declaration of Independence.. . .

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all
men are created equal, that they are endowed by
their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that
among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of
Happiness. — That to secure these rights, Govern-
ments are instituted among Men, deriving their just
powers from the consent of the governed,...”
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