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policy of the common front; the other is a purely British
policy. It could be, and as readers of this correspondence

in order that something resembling a free world government
would come into being and act ag one unit. This is the kind
of thing Field larshal liontgomery is always asking for in
the field of defence; it is the kind of western unity which
would be created — if time rermitted - in the event of g
world war,

it would be too late,

The common front is a desirable ideal but events are
moving too fast to allow us to wait the decades needed for
its achievement, The second best plan ig a British policy
which meansg that, having decided what we have the strength
to do, we must take such action as will safeguard vital
British interests.

It is the kind of policy the Americans have adopted

in the Far East., What is the vital British interest at this _

moment ? The answer: Middle East oil. Without that 0il our
whole €conomy would crash to the ground. That o0il comes from
areas menaced by our enemies and igs transported through the

The Baghdad Pact (a flinsy affair) is designed to pro-
tect the o0il lands against Russian aggression. That is a
secondary risk and would lead to a world war. The immediate
danger lies in the possibilty that Egypt, Saudi Arabia and
Syria will get control of the Middle East and the next
"surprise" will be the disappearance of Nuri es-said ang
the adherence of Iraq to the enemny camp. Then, the Sheik-
doms on the Persian gulf such as Kuweit will be vulnerable
edgings on a hostile Arab world.

The Arab states are held together by two forces: (a)
hatred of Israel (b) nationalism expressed in hostility to
the west., All these Arab states are corrupt, unstable, un-
democratic and completely untrustworthy, They have the oil,
or control its Passage from the Middle East to Europe, and
they intend to blackmail us to the 1imit,

There is only one arguement that makes sense to them
and that is armed force.
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The continued existence of Israel is essential not
only for moral reasons, but as g strictly British interest.

"What about the Tripartite Agreement ?" That is ex-
actly what the Israelis ask, What does it mean ? The French
are in no position to do anything except blame the Ameri-
cans and ourselves for the mess in N,Africa. The Americang
are obsessed with their Presidential elections although
their decision to send a brigade of Marines to the Medit-
érranean is very useful,

loreover Israel is so small that a determined attack
upon her from Syria in the North, Jordan in the East and
Egypt in the South might well over-run the country in 48
hours whilst the Tripartite bowers were gtill talking,

In these circumstances I wish H.l.G. would immed-
iately negotiate a defensive treaty with Israel ( we al-
ready have one with Jordan) in which we would have the
use of the port of Haifa and a bage in the Negev, We should
then station at least one division in Israel, and if necce-
Ssary take away for this purpose one of the divisions now
in~Germany. At the same time we should concentrate an air
striking force in Cyprus. I anm convinced that action of this
nature would have an immediate and stabilizing effect upon
the whole liiddle East area, and with our forces based on
Cyprus and Israel, we should be in a position to say to the
Arab states: "Israel is not expendable, so let usg get down
to the long term problems of solving the refugee question

on their part.

But the important congideration at this critical moment
is to stop drifting, stop being surprised and give Cairo
and loscow a surprise by having a British policy in the
lMiddle East which is morally sound and realistically with—

ensive pact with Israel that one must consider the Cyprus
question, The deportation of prelates who, to put it mildly,
sanctified terrorism will show whether,as I believe to be
the case, there are responsible Cyoriots who, now that the
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