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BUCKNELL UNIVERSITY JUNIOR COLLEGE
Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania

April 8, 1942

Dear Admiral Stark:

Before you undertake Jour new duties in Europe I want to let you
know, once again, Something of the college that you have done so much to
establish,

The enrollment has been somewhat reduced by the war, as is true
with most colleges., What effect the future will have upon the College remains
to be seen. Tt is easy to visualize a prolonged war that will require the
services of all young people, but that is something for which we prepare our-
selves while we cling to the hope that it may be avoided,

The work and Spirit of the students are gratifying. 1In these days
few students remain in college without a serious purpose and a desire to ob=-
tain the fullest value from their work, This, of course, means application
and concentration, and who has ever heard of a faculty that did not appreciate
these qualities. The faculty, therefore, enjoys the work while it wonders
about the uncertain future,

Each evening the buildings are used for defense courses in engineer-
ing and aviation. In consequence the homes that were formerly quiet and dec-
orous show signs of activity unt il well toward midnight .

Almost daily word is received from our boys who are now widely
Scattered. One of our earliest gradwtes, serving as a combat pilot, was
killed in Java. So far he is the only casualty reported. Another boy was
on the Raleigh at Pearl Harbor and just before the Japanese attack another
wrote from the Philippines. One of the quietest and most retiring is serving
as an aerial photographer some place in the Pacific. The air makes its ap-
peal to students and many letters come from training fields in Illinois and

The registrants for government defense classes revealed, I believe,
something of the Spirit of our people. In three nights 1600 men and women
registered at Kirby Hall. Many of them were well advanced in years and faced
the closing of businesses t ' ) thru years of effort and
economy. Pirorities were depriving them of essential materials and they were
seeking new openings in war industries. Although their life wrk was termina-
ted and their future entirely uncertain they faced the situation without com-
plaints and idle regrets. They knew what lay ahead and were willing to make
the best of it. The interviews during these three nights opened my eyes to
the fineness of the average American. In this crisis they show themselves
willing to submerge their own interests in behalf of the nation. When you re-
alize the adjustments that they must make you cannot but marvel at their
spirit.




While you are serving in Europe I want you to know that the thoughts
of Bucknellians are with you. Whether you wish it or not we have adopted you
as one of our own and are constantly reminded of you by the American Creed
and by our appreciation of Chase Hall.

Eleanor joins me in wishing you and Mrs. Stark the greatest success
and happiness.

Very sincerely yours,

/s/ Bugene Farley




BuckNeELL UNIVE RSITY

LEWISBURG,PAA

OFFICE OF
THE PRESIDENT November 8, 1947

Admiral Harold Re Stark
Navy Department
Washington, De Ce

Dear Mr. Stark:
11y jnvited, as & guest

of Mr. Joseph We Henderson, to & small dinner party
which Mr. Henderson js giving in the Meade Room of
the Union League Club in Philadelphia, On Tuesday,

November 18th, &v 6:00 P.Me

You are most cordia

express the
ossible to be present on

Mre Henderson has asked me to

hope that you will find it P
this occasione

I’ would appreciate your advising me of your

acceptancee
Very sincerely,

Herbert L. Spencer
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1947-48 HEATING PLANT AND ENDOWMENT -  1Q47-48

November 19, 1947

Admiral Harold Re. Stark
Navy Department
Washington, D. C.

Deer Mr. Starks

I am sending to you, under separate cover, & brochure
which hes been prepared to outline Bucknell University's Second
Century Development Program.

As we look back over the f£irst one hundred years, We
experience & feeling of satisfaction in believing that our job
wes well done. Bucknell's record to date is a decided challenge
to her alumni and friends as she enters her second centurys

During the first century, from 1846 to 1946, the enroll=-
ment grew from 7 students to 2,042; the faculty, from 3 members to
137.; the buildings, from 1 to 45. The present enrollment, partly
due to our share of Veteran students, s 2,301

It is the sincere belief of everyone associated with
Bucknell that an important part of her future depends upon the
material development of the college's facilities. To maintain
her proper place among American educational institutions, it is
necessary that Bucknell enrich herself so thet she may provide
every opportunity to Americen youth to develop both mind end
body so they may assume their places as well-informed, educated
citizense

I know that you will appreciate the role that colleges
today are being called upon to play and that, as a friend of
Bucknell, you will be interested in our progran for the futuree.

I hope that you will enjoy absorbing the contents of
this brochure and that you will turn the last page feeling that
Bucknell is truly setting her pace "full Steam Aheads"
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November 22, 1947,

Admiral Harold R. Stark,
Navy Department,
Washington, D.C.

Dear Admiral Stark:

I have been asked by President Spencer and the Trustees' Com—
mittee to serve as Chairman of the Special Gifts Committee in Bucknell's
Second Century Program for our heating plant fund. I am glad to do this
for a college that we all are anxious to help and boost.

I am not too experienced at this sort of thing, so I am going
to need the help and support of you and other friends of Bucknell, and
between us I hope that we can do the job well, for I certainly shall be
lost without your help.

First, I would like to have you and other leaders of Bucknell
look over this memorandum which our committee has prepared as a target
for our special gifts activity. You will see from this memorandum that
we have tried to analyze our problem in a businesslike manner to deter-
mine just what we need to do in order to be successful,

We need some top level thinking and planning as we start this
work, and I shall appreciate it a lot if you will study this memorandum
and make any comments, pro or con, and give me any suggestions that may
occur to you.

I can promise you that I am going to do my best in this very
important job, and I feel sure that I can count on your interest, sug-
gestions and support also.

i
|

Yours for Bucknell,

e -/ e e

Andrew J:vSordoni




December 2nd, 1947

Admiral Harold R. Stark,
4,900 Glen Brook Road,
N, W. Spring Valley,
Washington, 16, D. C.

My dear Admiral Stark:

Tt is a pleasure to write to you and state that the
Navy is planning a notable occasion in Kingston December 20, 1947 at 2: 30,
when the USNR Armory for Wiyoming Valley will be commissioned. I doubt if
Admiral J. L. Kauffman or Commodore V. E. Korns, Director of Naval Reserve,
FOURTH Naval District, will be present, since Captain Robert L. Porter will
be the commissioning officer representing the Navy Department. T feel that
his selection was due to his being Commanding Officer of the Cruiser WILKES~
BARRE.

Again, I have been asked to head a civilian committee
to work with local Naval Representatives and we are now planning the commis-
sioning program. It would make everyone feel honored and very happy and par-
ticularly myself, if you could arrange to be in Wilkes-Barre on December 20th
and be a visitor at our commissioning ceromoniese

The ceremony will last about an hour. We plan on hav-
ing "open house" for local citizens and guests and have a buffet luncheon
for the Navy boys--nothing on any elaborate scale. We are making plans now
and they are in a tenative stage, but those of us on the committee, all your

friends and admirers, all agree that it would make the occasion more impres-
sive if you could be with us as one of our guests.

If you can be with us, will you please let me know? I
realize that at the Christmas season we are all busier than usual, but again
I say that if you can be with us it will make us feel honored and happye.

Very truly yours,

QW

Joseph H. Mac Veigh,
R General Chairman,
JHM: LJA Navy Committees




Our full success in raising the immodiate $400,000 fund for the

heating plant requires some Very careful top level planni gt thie 8
before we get into the heat of the general solicitation of several thousand

alumni and friends.

Bucltnell has had several well or nized financial campalgns
ing the past years, and our experience 1n these campaigns shows that
mber of subscribers that we can get in a thorou campaign

Further e ience shows that the average gsubscription of the
rank and file of the al i between $50 and $60, bringing the

£75,000 and $90,000.

, in the 0ld Main Campailgn, in 1936 and 1937,
which was 375,000, furni . us with a very good preview of the patt
that will be 1o in the present campeign for the heating plants In that
campeign, the ring subscriptions were receiv

£100,000
65,000
100,000
25,000
20,000

0,000

It would appear, therefore, that we should make our utmost end
to obtain subscriptions ting fund cam ign which w 11 adhere
closely as possible to the 0ld Main pattern.

. e o . o - Yo lerd A
his same pattern of a few friends g approximately 80% of
the total is the € rience of every college vhen it wages @ specific ce

fund campaigne

In a recent campaign in enother Pennsylvania college, for
$1,500,000, the following scale was experience

subscription for $300,000
subscription for 250,000
; for 200,000

an
[SA




In two othc snt ermnoirms the following gcalcs w
expericnced:

CEIVED IN G/

GOAL  $1,000,000

No. of Gifts / Total
$100,000 $200,0C0
50,000 15C,000
35,000 35,000
27,000 27,000
25,000 125,000
20,000 20,000
15,000 90,000
12,500 12,500
10,000 _20,000_
5679, 500
Gifts (84%)
subscription (16%)
cp in 10 ycor progr

anmn ~ !
SPECIAL GIFTS

GOAL 1,000,000 to 1,500,000
No.of G

#300,000 #300,000
200,000 200,000
25,000 50,000
20,000 20,000
10,000 30,000

5,000 45,000
$645,000

FO\N}Jiv}JlJ

-
() 1

Total roised $§1,100,000

Tllustrations of this some pattern could be added from proctically

all other currcnt college copitel fund compalgrs.

ith this past cxpe cc of Buckncll in mind, confirmed Dby the

[~
»
current cxpcricnces ok ¢ be importont for us to do
somc top level ple 1 i 1t inducing some of Buckncll!s most generous
fricnds to subscribe To thc heotling plont fund, with these facts in mind,
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Securitics now worth . .$10,000

Original cost cevscens s 5000

Unrealized profit ... o 44,000
% tax saved on
Tax savings thro
(at 74.10% of gift for income shown)....
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WILKES-BARRE TIMES LEADER

For the Record November 12, 1948
ror the Record ’

"The disclosure in Washington that Fleet Admiral
Ernest T. J. King had withdrawn his criticiesm of Admirsl Harold
R. Stark, Chief of Navel Operations at the time of the attack
on Pearl Herbor, ie a belated acknowledgment that an injustice
had been done to the Wilkee-Barre native who had served with
dietinction before and after the outbreak of hostilities in the
Second World War.

"While Admiral King's frank admission that his comments
of three years ago were ineccurate is both courageous and honore
able, the nececsity for the correction of the record is most
regrettable. But it is better to have the explanation now than ‘
years later when the principals sre dead and the controversy
largely forgotten.

"That Admiral King's steps to make amends were most
sincere is indicated by the announcement it was he who recome
mended another dietinguished service medal for Admirsl Stark.

"Ffhile Admiral Stark commanded the respect of his

countrymen and retained the confidence of hie Coumender-in«Chief,

President Roosevelt, it is well to have the record kept straight

for the guidance of future generations."
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