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Mr. Gladstone has declined the public reception which

many of his ardent admirers desived to give him in London.
CThe Society of Painters in Water Colours announces
private view next Saturday of its ninety-fourth exhibition.

The date of tho removal of Judges' Chambers from
Chancery-lano to the new Law Courts in the Strand is fixed for
Monday next, the 10th inst,

The Sherilt of Tondon will support the Lord Mayor on the
aceasion of his presiding at the anniversary festival of the
Printers’ Pension Corporation on May 11,

I'ho Vestry of Battersen have decided to buy the Farlsfield
Bstate, consisting of thirty-four ncres of ground, for the site of
the new cemetery for Battersea,

James Paget presided on the Sth inst. at o dinner given

1 Rooms in celebration of the twenty-cight anniversary

of the Iospital for Sick Children, Great Ormond-strect.
Subscriptions to the amount of £1900 were announced.

T'he twenty-fifth cabmen’s shelter erected in London by the
Cabmen’s Shelter Ifund was opened last week in Cromwell-
road by the Rev. R, W. Forrest, D.D., Viear of St. Jude's,
South Kensington. In o short address he bore high testimony
to the value of the movement,

Mr. Samuel Morley, M.P., presided on Monday at the
reopening of the Hoxton-hall, formerly a music-hall, but now
devoted tothe promulgation of temperance principles, under
the nuspices of the Blue Ribbon Army Gospel Temperance
Society. The chairman was supported by Mr. G. Palmer,
AMLP., and Mr. W. Fowler, M.P.

Last year Mrs, Amelin Howell was elected one of the St.
Pancras poor-law guardians for No. 2 ward. This year it was
determined to oppose her beeaus s not aresident of the
ward, and Mrs, 8. W, Andrews, a resident, was nominated.
But Mrs. Howell was at the top of the poll and Mrs. Andrews
second, so that both are elected.

Mr. Hinde Palmer, M.P., the Treasurer, and the Benchers
of Lincoln’s Inn entertained at dinner on Tuesday—the Grand
day in Easter Term—Lord Houghton, Sir James Paget, Sir
George Burrows, and Mr. Anthony Trollope. The Lord Chief
Baron, Lord Justice James, Lord Justice Baggallay, and Lord
Justice Cotton were among the Benchers present.

At a meeting of the Royal Botanic Society, held last
Saturday—D>Mr. W. F. Low in the chair—the donations reported
included a collection of seeds of thirty varieties of Chinese

sulent vegetables, presented by the Chinese Ambassador.
These will be carefully grown in the society’s garden for com-
parison with the ordinary English vegetables.

A terrible explosion occurred on Monday at Silvertown, near
North Woolwich, at the chemical works of Me: Burt and
Co., by which several men lost their lives and a large number
of others were injured. The origin of the disaster is not fully
known, but it appears that a still containing 2000 gallons of
oil exploded while the men employed by the firm, numbering
between three and four hundred, were at work. 20,000 gallons
of oil contained in tanks in the yard were also consumed.

The preliminary training of the 2nd Middlesex (Royal
Edmonton) Militia, and the 4th Royal South Middlesex, began
on Monday morning, the former at Barnet and the latter at
Hounslow. ‘The regimental training commences on June 7.
Ninety-eight regiments are to be called out for training in
England and Wales between now and August, sixieen in
Scotland, and forty-five in Ireland, and no less than nineteen
regiments are to go under canvas for the full period.

The eleventh annual meeting of the Charity Organisation
Society was held on Tuesday afternoon at Willis’s Rooms,
under the presidency of the Duke of Northumberland. ‘The
Earl of Derby moved the adoption of the report, and in doing
s0 bore testimony from personal knowledge to the useful and
valuable work which the society had done. It had, he said,
helped largely in the detection of impostors, and brought
under the notice of the rich a vast mass of suffering which
deserved and required relicf. Speaking of the need of such
an organisation, he remarked that, where great disparities of
fortune existed, the consequent tendency to discontent could
only be effectually met by continuous efforts on the part of the
rich to lessen it, and by practical sympathy.

At the meeting of the Royal Horticultural Society on
Tuesday there was an interesting exhibition of new and choice
orchid 1d other plants, also a large collection of daffodils.
Gold medsdls were awarded to Messvs. Veitch for a group of
orchids, and to the General Horticultural Company (John Wills

o.) for a group of plants. Silver Banksian medals were
also given to Messrs. Osborn and Sons for a group of plants;
Me J. and J. Harper, of Edmonton, for a group of
pelargoniums ; and Mr. J. Aldous, Gloucester-rond, South
Kensington, for a group of plants. ~An extraordinary plant—
Anthurium Andreanum, exhibited by Mr. Linden, of Ghent—
received a first-class certificate from the Floral Committee.
During the afternoon Mr. Shirley Hibberd gave a brief lecture
on “Daffodils,”” which he illustrated by specimens of the
flowers on tlre table before him. Seven members were elected.

Tast week 2956 births and 1532 deaths were registered in
London. Allowing for increase of population, the births
exceeded by 356, while the deaths were 246 below the average
numbers in the corresponding week of the last ten years.
The deaths from smallpox, which had been 4 and 9 in the
two preceding we further rose to 13 last week. The deaths
referred to dis of the respiratory organs, which had
been 315, 334, and 395 in the three preceding week
acain to 365 last week, andwere 91 below the corrected weekly
.’I’\"L‘l'u",;c: 219 resulted from bronchitis and 103 from pn
monia, Different forms of violence caused 63 deaths
were the result of negligence or accident, including 15 from
fractures and contusions, 7 from burns and scalds, 5 from

| drowning, 2 from poison, and 19 of infants under one year of

age from suffocation.

The annual senior examinntion for the education prizes
Itural Society of England began
in Hanover-gquare, and was continued
each day during the weck. Practical ngriculture was tlh‘u
subject dealt with on Tuesday, the examiner being My, W. T,
Cmrington, of Croxden Abbey, Uttoxeter.  Out of ecleven
candidates who had entered their names ten pre 'ontc(l_tlmm-
gelyes, ng compared with twelve lnst year, six in 1878, and
cight in 1877, The examinations axi -n}mln('(‘vd by means of
written papers, and by nrivd veeeexamination, {\k-\vh! hanymem-
berof the zociety miy be present. me"('nu(luluw151‘0(11\11‘0(1'10
sutisfy the exuminers in the mee. (u]n-mislry) (mgl practice
of ngriculture nnd in book-keeping, and also_in either land
surveying or mechanics, ns applied to ugmcul(‘m‘f‘. Botany,
geology, und anntomy are optional subjects, Iach candidate
obtuining o first-cluss certificate will thereby become o lifo
member of the rocioty. ‘I'he following prizes will be awarded
to candidates placed in_ the first class for aggregate )_nunf:.:—
Fivst prize, £20 ond, £15; third, £10; fourth, £5, Iirst
and second clagn cortificates’ will also be granted to those
placed in the first and sccond class,

SKETCHES IN THE FAR WE

The vast breadth of the North American Continent in the
latitudes of the United States admits of many successiv
degrees of ** Far West,” varying in the speaker’s geograph
intention with the place where he happens to be, and ever
shifting to more distant localities as the gettlements of a
civilised population advance from the Atlantic to the Pacifie
const, This movement of the American mind, correspondin
with the ngricultural and other industrial migration of active
socinl enterprise in the direetion of “‘the getting sun,’”
has been Jess  distinetly marked, however, since Cali-
fornin. became one of the most important States of the
Union, taking rank with those which had grown up in the
Tnst for two centuries before; and Intterly, the Union Pacific
Railway has connected San Francisco with New York,  Still
wemay be allowed to borrow that proverbial phrase of *tl
Far West,”” in n vague and general sense, for the collective
subjects of our Sketehes taken here and there among the motley
populations of the prairie and Rocky Mountain States, That
of Kangag, which lies beyond the Missouri, is nearly inthe
centre of the whole United States’ dominion ; and next
this, on the west side, is the State of Colorado, which has the
Rocky Mountains from north to south traversing its middle
breadth, and which extends to the border of Utah, Though
in the same parallel of latitude, th 5 differ greatly
from one another in their physical 8, and not less
in the habits and oceupations of their people.  The fertils
arable goil and mild climate of Kansas, which are’ scarcely sur-
passed by any country in the world, have made it one of the
most inviting fields of agricultural settlement. Itwasfiercely
contended for, some thirty years ago, between the free-goil
party and emigrant farmers of New England, whowere resolved
toforbidtheintroduction of slaveryhere, and the cotton-plant-
ingand slave-holdinginterestof theSouthern States, whomeant
to annex the Kansas territory to their sectional system. That
political phase of the controversy has been terminated by the
Civil War and the legal emancipation of the slaves throughout
the Union. But large numbers of the poor negroes in the
Lower Mississippi States, who are still exposed to cruel distress
by local misrule and personal ill-treatment, have lately sought
refuge in Kansas, travelling long distances, in an almost desti-
tute condition, to reach the land which bears a traditional
fame of justice and merey, and of inviolate freedom,
their oppressed race. Such a parcty of homeless wanderers,
with their little children scated beside them, one girl reading
her school New Testament, one baby playing with a toy-rattle,
is represented at the top of the page. In the centre is a scene
of the early gold-secking operations on the *‘placers,” or
surface-diggings, of Colorado, where immense mineral riches
of different species have been discovered, and of which, in-
cluding its celebrated silver mines, we shall have further occa-
on to speak. Beneath th the encampment of an emigrant
farmer’s household on their way across the vast level of the
Pprairies, to occupy some remote location where frugal manage-
ment and steady toil will gain them a rude but sufticient rustic
livelihood, and with no rent to pay for the land they have to
cultivate. ‘The figures of half-bred or tame Indians in huge
Mexican straw hats, of a Chinese washerman in California
writing out or ciphering up his bills, and of a negro servant-
boy retwrning from a simple errand, belong to a region that
much farther w but there is no ibility of over-
ng the absolute “ Iar West”’ ill the pilgrim stranger is
{;m at last to dip his weary feet in the waters of the Pacific
cean.

M. de Lesseps amived at Liverpool on Monday, and left
for London in the afternoon.

The returns of emigration issued on Wednesday morning
by the Liverpool Emigration Office show that, with the revival
of trade, an enormous increase of emigration has taken place.
The total number of emigrants who sailed from the Mersey in
March was 13,363, against 5954 in March, 1879; while for the
quarter ending last month the total was 23,764, against 10,327
in the samé period last year. The large majority of the
emigrants go to the United States, the number last month
being 12,167. All regular steamers leaving Liverpool for
America have the whole of their passenger accommodation
occupied.

The second Number, for April, of the Modern Review, which
is not exclusively occupied with Unitarian theology, and with
discussions bearing on the allied questions of philosophy, has
made its appearance. It contains an interesiing memoir of
William Lloyd Garrison, the Anti-Slavery champion of
America, and ‘‘ Personal Recollections of Mary Carpenter,”
by Miss Frances Power Cobbe; also Facts and Truth in
Art,”” by Mr. Schutz Wilson, and an historical paper on
Synesius of Cyrene. Of its articles upon religious themes, the
most noticeable is a contribution from the Rev. Dr. E. A.
Abbott, a review of Dr. James DMartineaw’s ‘Hours of
Thought.””
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