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‘ Her hands trembled, and her whole appear-
ance denoted guilty trepidation. At length, how-
cver, the lid was raised, but just as she was about
to replace the parchment in the chest, a figure
glided silently from a dark corner of the window-
seat and confronted her. It was the fair girl,
vale, resolute, and extending her hand to claim
the will.

¢ After the first guilty start, which caused her
to drop the parchment into the chest, the wicked
woman hurriedly tried to close the lid. IHer ef-
forts were frustrated, however, hy the girl, who
leaned with all her force upon it, keeping it back,
and still held out her hand as before.

¢“There followed a pause which geemed to me
very long, but which could in reality have only
lasted a minute.

‘“ It was broken by the wicked woman, who,
hastily casting a glance behind her into the gloom
of the darkened chamber, then seized the girl by
the arm and dragged her with all her force into
the chest. It was but the work of a moment,
for the woman was much the more powerful of
the two, and the poor victim was too much tak-
en by surprise to make much resistance. I saw
one despairing look in her face as her murder-
ess flashed the lantern before it with a hideous
glenm of triumph.

“Then the lid was pressed down upon her,
and I gaw no more, only I felt an unutterable
terror, and tried in vain to geream,.

LT his was not all the vigion, however, for he-
fore T had mastered my terror the scene was
superceded by another.

“PThis time it was twilight, and the wicked
woman and her gon were together, ‘I'he son
ceemed to be talking eagerly, and prew more
and more excited, while the mother stood still
and erect, with a malicions gmile upon her Tips,
Presently she moved toward the chest with »
fell purpose in her eyes, unlocked it with a key
which hung from her girdle, raiced the lid, and
disclosed the contents.

T understood it all now : the son was acking
{or the girl whom he had loved, and whom on
hig return home he missed, and the wicked wo-
man, enraged at hearing for the fivat time that
ho had loved her, was determined to have hes
revenge,

““I1e should see her again,

““On beholding the dread contents of the
chest the man staggered back horvified ; then,
doubtless comprehending the ecase, he turned
suddenly upon the murderess, and threw e avm
around her, and there ensued a stragpele ternible
{o witness. | |

¢ [er proud triumphant glance of malice was
now succeeded by one of abject fear, and, as hi
strength bepan to gain the mastery, ol despair,

¢ g iron frame heaved for a moment with
the violence of his efYorts, the next he had toreed
her down into the chest upon the mouldering
body of her vietim. 1 saw her eyes hght up
with the terror of death for one second, and
then her sereams werve stitled forever beneath
the massive lid.

¢'I'he horror of this gcene was too much for
me: I found voice to seream at last; and I sup
pose it was my cry which alarmed you all.”

When Catherine ceased speaking there was o
profound silence for a minute, which Mr, Fan
chawe was the first to break as he said, with
a peculiar intonation 1in hir:“mim_‘*. “It is very
strange, very unaccountable,” re-echoing all our
thoughts. ' b

Now it happened that Mr. Fleet, our family
lawyer, was among our guests that Christmas
time, and since the discovery of the chest and
hones had taken a great interest in the whole
affair. He now questioned and l‘l_w'*r-i:»u1]110~_~tinrun!
Catherine, and seemed quite satistied with the
result. -

¢ This would have made a fine case, said he,
¢¢if only it had been a question of the right of
:elu't‘t‘.:%r%iiml, for any lawver 1o make out; but
nnfortunately the events arg too I”‘E: p.j:::l {O
have any bearing upon the present. tll‘ww
I\[]'_ ]Ii'luet wias WIrong, Thl"lll:::]l we none ol us
Lnew it at the time.) ' : _

We now all ]:m_nr.*hm] ‘h_wth‘ into conjectures
and opinions, during u'ln_{'h (atherine 1_;1;.' still
and weary upon the sofn. I saw this, 111_1}1‘
thought it quite time to put an f"rml to th::' day s
;,.1‘,,.;,;1“1-1»,; by spggesimg a 1'1:*1‘11'0111(*111 in:.' the
night. and we were soon all 1111:-4101'51:{1 to dream
of the mysterious vision and discovery.

v none of us sorry when morn-

[ think we wer( .
further tragedy (by ws,

hi",f dawned without any _ |
i ; iean HH' [‘,-'“.;'-i‘a'" ]h.‘]lf (1) ”H" l‘ﬂllhh‘*h“]l‘ﬂfj.
VYW hen 1 came down to breakfast | llill_lhl My,
Fleet ver: on the subject of tho might be-
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It purported to be the will of Reginald, Vis- |

count St. Aubyn, in which he bequeathed all his
inheritance to his lawful son Francis St. Aubyn
—commonly known by the name of Irancis
I.'Estrange—and to his heirs forever. It was
signed Reginald, Viscount St. Aubwyn, and the

witnesses were John Murray and Phebe Brett,
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who in the old copy had each affixed then
mark.
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Mr. Fleet affirmed that it was a pertectly legal
document. but this was not all it contained.
. 1. PRI

There was an appendix which our lawy
translated as follows:
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¢“In order to avoid all disputes and doub

which might otherwise arise, I do hereby declar

that my lawful wife was Editha, yvoungest daugh-
ter of Francis I Estrange, Baronet, and that the
register of our marriage may be seen In the

church of St. Andrew, Ilaslet,
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riage we had two children, a2 son Franecis, and

a danghter Catherine, commonly called Franecis
and Catherine 1. Estrange. And 1 here!
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What this was, however, she could not say. Sh

aflirined that the I, Listranges
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resided in ———shire: and she turther state l th

hor father's family had consisted of herself and

her brother. whose only child Catherine was

As for Catherine, on being
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them as George unpacked them, and she pres-

ently came to a miniature of a yvoung and bean-
tiful oirl with fair hair ana blue eves, and a wist-
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than a tell-tale,”
Pressive sneer.
i Which is worge, James—he who tells wlat
1s true of another, or he who falsely acenses
him ?” p |

“*1 will leave vou to draw all such nice dis-
tinctions,” replied Harker, tossing his head con-
temptuously,

“It 1s not hard for me to draw them. James,
nor, I presume, for any bov here. But it is use-
less for us to talk abonut T}"[if-; matter. 1 will tell
vou what I will do, and if I say =0, you may be

-----

sure that I will.  If vou will go up to-morrow
and tell our teacher that von did the wrong he

complained of T will keep silent; but if von will
1ot 1‘1}' mind 13 111.‘!1'&0 Iip to do 1t Jii_';i_]‘l 1ol
and I will not rest under the imputation of hav-
ing told a falsehood when I am innocent. nor do
[ think that I am right in suffering the whole
class to rest under a false accusation while it is
I my power to remove it.”

i ;‘?;"-‘:‘.}4 tI‘H*.'EI,.:IH VOl WwWare & mean, low
creature,” replied Harker: ** and now I know it.”

**He'll prove himself the meanest boy in the

chool it he does 1t, said another of the wrong-
doeors,
- 1 - L N
‘“ He had better not tell on me,” broke in a
third
5 Yo " Wi
** L.ook here. 1!‘1*{“'14, comoe with me, anoth-

cr lad sard, taking Thomas Jones by the arm,

and drawmg him aside, when the two walked oft
‘I wouldn't sav anv thing about it if I were

S eontimued the lad: **vou will only get the
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