








Reverend appointed te Seranten parish

The Right Rev. Dr: Casimir Grot-
nik, bishop of the Central Diocese
of the Polish National Catholic
Church, Scranton, has appointed
the Rev. Dr. Walter Placek pastor
of the Providence of God,
Lithuanian National Catholic
Parish in North Scranton.

Placek was ordained a priest of
the Polish National Catholic Church
on May 25, 2003, in his home parish,
Holy Mother of Sorrows in Dupont.

In 2001, Placek retired as
physics professor of Wilkes Uni-
versity after 40 years of teaching;
he continues to teach part-time as
a professor emeritus. He received
his BS from Wilkes College, MS
from Penn State, Ph.D. from the
University of Pennsylvania and
did additional post- graduate work
at the Universities of Vermont
and Maryland, and Colby College.

He spent one year as visiting
professor at Cornell University.

Placek finished his theological
studies at the Savonarola Theo-
logical Seminary in Scranton.

He held positions of leadership
in many professional and scholar-
ly societies, including president of
the Pennsylvania Science Teach-
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ers Association in 1992 and pre-
sented scientific and educational
papers at many state, national and
international meetings.

" Placek also served on the
Wyoming Area School Board for
10 years, chairman of the Oper-
ating Board of the West Side
Area Vocational Technical
School and the board of trustees

of the Luzerne County Commu-
nity College for 10 years.

His activities in the Polish Na-
tional Catholic Church include at-
tendance at several national syn-
ods, election to its Diocesan
Council and Supreme Tribunal.
He also served on the parish com-
mittee of Holy Mother of Sorrows
Parish for nearly 30 years.

Placek is the son of 93-year-old
Mary Placek, Dupont, and Wal-
ter Placek, who died in a mine
accident in 1961.

He is married to the former
Barbara Swantkowski of
Duryea; they reside in Exeter
Township and will celebrate
their 42nd wedding anniversary
in November.

They have three children: Alli-
son Knick, a Wilkes University
graduate who is a registered
nurse in Wilkes-Barre General
Hospital's emergency room;
David, also a Wilkes graduate
who teaches science at Wyoming
Valley West High School, and
Adrienne Royster, also a Wilkes
graduate, who is director of hu-
man resources for Eaton Indus-
tries in Oklahoma.




































































































































































































































































