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In photos, clockwise from above: Krissy Miller, left,
and her sister, eighth grader Alyssa, checked out the
projects at the Science Fair.; "He was very enthusiastic
and I like to see that in the students," said Dr. Prahlad
Murty after Chad Gelso presented his project. Dr. Mur­
ry, a judge at the science fair, is Chairman of the Envi­
ronmental Science and Engineering Department at
Wilkes University; Kathryn Marianacci, left, looks over
the project that won second place honors in the Life
Sciences division for Amy Vodzak, pictured on the right.
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Science fair at Dallas Middle School
The Dallas Middle School annual Science Fair was held on March 20. All eighth grade students partic­
ipated by completing a science project or experiment in one of three categories: Life Sciences, Physical
Sciences or Environmental and Behavioral Sciences. Professors and science teachers from College
Misericordia, Wilkes University, Kings College, and Dallas High School interviewed the students
throughout the day and judged the presentations. Students were judged on knowledge gained, scientific
approach, collection of data, conclusions, oral presentation, effort and their exhibits. Awards were giv­
en out for the top four projects in each category.
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Wilkes University Approves Faculty for Tenure and Promotions

Wilkes-Barre- The Board of Trustees of Wilkes University has approved tenure for

Dr. Anne Y.F. Lin; a promotion for Dr. Mary Ann Merrigan; and tenure and

promotion for Dr. Darin Fields, Dr. Vee Ming Lew, and Dr. Prahlad Murthy.

Dr. Anne Y.F. Lin is a full professor and chairperson of pharmacy practice at

Wilkes. She earned a bachelor of science degree in pharmacy and doctor of

pharmacy degree from St. John's University and completed a Post-Doctoral

Pharmacy Residency Program at Medical College of Virginia Hospitals. Lin was

profiled in the St. John's University "Success Book," which highlights seven of its

alumni that have successful careers. She resides in Mountaintop, Pa.

Dr. Mary Ann Merrigan, Hazleton, Pa., was promoted from assistant to

associate professor of nursing. Merrigan received an R.N. degree from Scranton

State General Hospital, a bachelor of science degree from University of the State of

New York, and a master of science degree from Pennsylvania State University.
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1st Add: Tenure and Promotions

Chairperson of the English, history, philosophy, and foreign languages

department is Dr. Darin Fields. Fields, who was also promoted from assistant to

associate professor of English, attained a bachelor of arts degree in English from the

University of Arizona and a master's and doctoral degree from the University of

Delaware. A Wyoming, Pa., resident, he is the advisor for "Amnicola," the

university's yearbook, sits on the Faculty Development and the Graduate Studies

Committees.

Dr. Vee Ming Lew, from Dallas, Pa., was promoted from assistant to associate

professor of math and computer science. He acquired a bachelor of science degree

from the University of California at Santa Barbara and earned a master's and

doctoral degree from Cornell University. Lew helps compose the tests for the

Annual High School Mathematics Competition held at Wilkes, and coordinates the

Wilkes Summer Program for Advanced Placement Teachers.

Dr. Prahlad Murthy, from Sugarloaf, Pa., was promoted from assistant to

associate professor of geoenvironmental sciences & engineering at Wilkes. Murthy

received his bachelor of science degree from Banganore University, India, his

master's degree from Anna University, India, and a Ph.D. from Texas A&M. He also

sits on the Faculty Development Committee.
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Wilkes trustees approve tenure, promotions
U-i-W

The Board of Trustees of Wilkes University has
approved tenure for Dr. Anne Y.F. Lin; a promotion
for Dr. Mary Ann Merrigan; and tenure and promo­
tion for Dr. Darin Fields, Dr. Vee Ming Lew and Dr.
Prahlad Murthy.

Dr. Anne Y.F. Lin is a full professor and chairper­
son of pharmacy practice at Wilkes. She earned a
bachelor of science degree in pharmacy and doctor of
pharmacy degree from St. John’s University and
completed a Post-Doctoral Pharmacy Residency
Program at Medical College of Virginia Hospitals.
Lin was profiled in the St. John’s University “Success
Book,” which highlights seven of its alumni that have
successful careers. She resides in Mountaintop.

Dr. Mary Ann Merrigan, Hazleton, was promoted
from assistant to associate professor of nursing.
Merrigan received an R.N. degree from Scranton
State General Hospital, a bachelor of science degree
from University of the State of New York, and a mas­
ter of science degree from Pennsylvania State Uni­
versity.

Chairperson of the English, history, philosophy and
foreign languages department is Dr. Darin Fields.
Fields, who was also promoted from assistant to 

associate professor of English, attained a bachelor of
arts degree in English from the University of Arizona
and a master’s and doctoral degree from the Univer­
sity of Delaware. A Wyoming resident he is the advi­
sor for “Amnicola,” the university’s yearbook, sits on
the Faculty Development and the Graduate Studies
Committees.

Dr. Vee Ming Lew, from Dallas, was promoted
from assistant to associate professor of math and
computer science. He acquired a bachelor of science
degree from the University of California at Santa
Barbara and earned a master’s and doctoral degree
from Cornell University. Lew helps compose the tests
for the Annual High School Mathematics Competition
held at Wilkes, and coordinates the Wilkes Summer
Program for Advanced Placement Teachers.

Dr. Prahlad Murthy, from Sugarloaf, was promot­
ed from assistant to associate professor of geoenvi-
ronmental sciences & engineering at Wilkes. Murthy
received his bachelor of science degree from
Banganore University, India, his master’s degree
from Anna University, India and a Ph.D. from Texas
A&M. He also sits on the Faculty Development Com­
mittee.



Wiikes University: Five faculty
members have received promotions
or tenure:

■ Anne Y.F. Lin has been
approved for tenure. She is a full
professor and chainwoman of

pharmacy practice.
She earned bachelor’s and

doctoral degrees in pharmacy from
St. John's University and completed
a post-doctoral residency program at
Medical College of Virginia Hospitals.
She is a Mountaintop-area resident.

■ Mary Ann Merrigan of Hazleton
has been promoted from assistant to
associate professor of nursing.

She received a registered nurse
degree from Scranton State General
Hospital, a bachelor's degree in
science from the University of the
State of New York and a master's
degree in science from Penn State
University.

■ Darin Fields, chairman of the
English, history, philosophy and
foreign languages department, has
received tenure and has been
promoted from assistant to associate
professor of English.

He holds a bachelor’s degree in
English from the University of
Arizona and master’s and doctoral
degrees from the University of
Delaware.

He is adviser for the university’s
yearbook and sits on the Faculty
Development and the Graduate
Studies committees.

He is a Wyoming resident.
■ Vee Ming Lew of Dallas

received tenure and was promoted
from assistant to associate professor
of math and computer science.

He earned a bachelor’s degree
from the University of California and
master’s and doctoral degrees from
Cornell University.

He helps compose the tests for
the Annual High School Mathematics
Competition and coordinates the
Wilkes Summer Program for
Advanced Placement Teachers.

□ Prahlad Murthy of Sugarloaf
earned tenure and was promoted
from assistant to associate professor
of geoenvironmental sciences and
engineering.

He received a bachelor’s degree
from Banganore University and a
master’s degree from Anna
University, both in India. He earned a
Ph.D. from Texas A&M. He sits on
the Faculty Development Committee.
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Wilkes Uuiversity students participate in cleanup at Tubs
Wilkes University’s Environmental Club recently conducted a cleanup of the Tubs Area, located off

Route 115. Members of the club removed cigarette butts, bottles and small garbage from the area.
Those who participated, are show, first row, from left: Jason Maire, Brian Lubenow and Matt Kuntz.

Second row: Amy Weisser, Rob Frederick, Dr. Murthy, assistant professor of GeoEnvironmental Sciences
& Engineering, Wilkes University; Amanda Muscavage and Holly Pealsely.

For more information regarding future activities of the Wilkes Environmental Club, call (717) 408-4758
or 1-800- W1LKES-U, ext. 4758.
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Air samples good at Forest City Elementary
Testing should be done during school year

FOREST CITY — The report
on air sanpies taken at the
Forest City Elementary School
in July indicates no health prob­
lems. but suggests testing during
the school year.

“It is advisable to collect sam­
ples under ‘normal’ conditions
when there is more activity on 

the premises." the report states.
"and test for additional gases/
parameters over a period of time
and during different seasons."

It also states that “more repre­
sentative samples may be ob­
tained during regular school
semesters and during different
seasons.”

The tests were ordered several
months ago after questions were
raised at a School Board meet­

ing. Thejesults show low counts
of bacteria and fungi and no
concentrations of gases high
enough to cause health prob­
lems.

Three classrooms were tested.
according to the report prepared
by Prahlad N. Murthy of Wilkes
University, with the results
showing “the rooms from where
the samples were taken to be well
ventilated and the concentra­

tions of the gases tested to be
below the acceptable levels.

According to the report, the
testing was conducted for "differ­
ent organic and inorganic gases,
such as formaldehyde, carbon
tretrachloride, total hydrocar­
bons, carbon monoxide, dioxane,
and relative humidity, and for
molds and bacteria."

Concentrations of total hydro­
carbons and formaldehyde were
higher in Room 208 than in other 

rooms, and the report suggests
that may be a result of installa­
tion of new carpeting in the
room and the use of cleaning
agents in the room and nearby
corridor.

Dr. Michael DeStefano, district
superintendent, provided the re­
sults to The Times-Trlbune at
Monday's board meeting, but the
report was not on the agenda and
the board took no action on it.

The board did. however, han­

dle a number of routine business
matters, awarding contracts for
the purchase of athletic supplies
valued at $4,161.63; science sup­
plies at $1,536.09, and teaching
supplies at $606.33.

It also voted to seek permis­
sion from the Pennsylvania De­
partment of Education for early
dismissals on the following
dates: Oct. 20. Dec. 23. Jan. 19.
Feb. 16, March 16, April 20, June
1 and June 2.


