
FACULTY Dean Ralston Says No Radical
Problems Here

Times Leader March 13

W© fetsfestf Problems
J/re Seero M Wilkes

goal has been

expressed con-
new ' breed of

seek only an

in the post war period—“we are
either too prescriptive or too per­
missive,” he said.

Dean Ralston classified stu­
dents as — the backbone group
which is future-oriented; the
rebels who want to change the
system by action, and the ideal­
ists who do not wish to tear
down the system- but to better it.

Problems today arc as many
as yesterday, but seem to be
different. Students today do not
know a whole lot more, they are
not more intelligent, he said, bilt
they have different information.

At Wilkes, the Student Govern­
ment, Student Life Committee,
and the Educational Committee
all serve, not only as a sounding
board, but as a constructive
means to engender complete

“We have no radical problem
at the college . . . There have
been no hard problems of a
radical nature. If we can main­
tain a meaningful relationship
among all concerned, we can
avoid them," said Wilkes College
Dean George Ralsto’r as he ad­
dressed a gathering at the col-

■ lege yesterday.
'' The meeting was held to hear

a second report on the annual
college appeal for scholarship
support. Arthur Podesta, ap­
peal chairman, reported slightly
more than 40 percent of S51.119
of the $125,000 ' '

, reached.
Dean Ralston

■ fidence in “this
students" who __  ... .... ,
avenue of communication be-
tween faculty and administration rapport.
and themselves. ------- i

The dean pointed outihat stU-'
dents come in for more than a,
fair share of criticism, but the
criticism applies to only a small
segment of the seven million
students in the country. Hel
pointed out that tensions on the
college campuses throughout the
country are caused by three
main factors: a gradual decline
of informal student contact with
faculty inside and outside the
classroom; social acceptance of
peaceful demonstration that in­
fluences students to adop this
procedure to get what they want,
and young people are sensitive
to' campus resistance because of
increased amount of freedom at1
home; lack of family and com­
munity restraints have evolved]
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Wilkes honors George Ralston at alumni event
Q.l/ 4-Ji-ol

Wilkes University will pay tribute to Dean
George F. Ralston, “the father of Wilkes ath­
letics,” at the Annual Alumni Scholarship
Dinner Dance on Saturday, April 28 in the
Student Union Ballroom, 84 West South
Street

A member of the Wilkes community since
1946, Ralston, now 83 years-old, currently
serves as special assistant for Alumni Rela­
tions.

Throughout the development of Bucknell
University Junior College and Wilkes Col­
lege (precursors to Wilkes University), Ral­
ston has held the titles of dean of men, dean
of student affairs, director of athletics, in­
structor, benefactor, and administrator.

Ralston, a native of Harrisonburg. Va..

graduated from Susquehan­
na Township High School
and North Carolina Univer­
sity, and received an hon­
orary doctorate from Wilkes
in 1997.

An Army veteran of World
War n, (Major) Ralston
served in Africa and the
South Pacific and was 

awarded two Purple Hearts. When he re­
turned home to Forty Fort, Pa., he accepted
the position of counselor to veterans return­
ing to Bucknell University Junior College.

Deeply committed to community service,
Ralston has been affiliated with the Wilkes-
Barre YMCA, the Rotary Club, Salvation

Army, American Red Cross, Wilkes-Barre
General Hospital, and the Wyoming Valley
Council of Churches. He is also a deacon,
elder, and trustee of the Wilkes-Barre First
Presbyterian Church. For his efforts,

Ralston received the Silver Beaver Award
from the Boy Scouts of America and the Ci­
tation of Distinction from the Wyoming Val­
ley Interfaith Council.

Cocktails and hors d’oeuvres begin at 6:30
p.m., dinner is at 7:30 p.m., and three hours
of dancing to the music of disc jockey Rick
O’Shea begin at 9 p.m.

There is a cost per person. Proceeds bene­
fit the Alumni Scholarship Fund. RSVP to
the Wilkes Alumni Relations Office at 408-
4130.



STUDENTS OF MONTH — The Kingston-Forty Fort
Lions Club recently held its 16th Annual Student of the
Month Program Banquet at the Sheraton Crossgates.
Honored were outstanding students from Wyoming
Valley West, Bishop O’Reilly and Wyoming Seminary.
Receiving Student of the Year Awards were: Larry M.
Newman, Wyoming Valley West High School; Andrew
Martin, Bishop O’Reilly High School, and Allison S.
Nelson, Wyoming Seminary. Featured speaker was Mr.

George F. Ralston, Dean of Student Affairs, Wilkes Col­
lege. Left to right are: Dr. Robert D. Blase, banquet chair­
man; James Ferris, principal, Wyoming Valley West High
School; Larry M. Newman; Rev. Michael J. Piccola, prin­
cipal, Bishop O’Reilly High School; Andrew Martin;
George F. Ralston; Allison S. Nelson; David L. Davies,
Dean of Students, Wyoming Seminary; David J. Fagula,
president, Kingston-Forty Fort Lions Club. x



'lew City Board Told Or
Summer Agenda

Plans for the summer play­
ground program in Wilkes-Barre
vere outlined yesterday after­
noon at a meeting of the newly
reared Wilkes-Barre Recreation

Soard. Program calls for special
planning of dramatics, athletics
find crafts.

Board approved the programs
>ind the selecting of three super­
visors for the activities. Selec-
ion for the positions, on a part­
ime basis, will be made Febru-

iiry 13. Applications may be ob-
ained at the Recreation Board,

►loom 30, Bennett Building,
<orth Main street.

Activities of the Playground
iind Recreation Association were
explained by John B. Zerbe. ex­
ecutive director, and Miss Sally
fervis, supervisor of playgrounds
and community centers. It was
■tated that leadership position
applications are being received
n substantial numbers.

Board approved the installa­
tion and use of vending machines
for participants of the center
brograms. Local vending com­
panies may contact the-Recrea-
:ion Board for information on in­
stalling the machines.

George Ralston presided at the
neeting. Others attending were
W. Robert Toomb, acting treas-
jrer: Walter W. Lisman, acting
assistant treasurer, and Raymond
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Ralston to
Head Group

Recreation Unit
Discusses Hiring

Newly created Recreatior
Commission al an organizationa
meeting last night in offices o
Playground and Recreation Asso
ciation selected temporary of
ficers, discussed employment o
summer playground leaders.and
established opening and closing
dates for summer employmen
applications.

George Ralston will serve a:
temporary president. Other of
ficers who will serve until per
«manent officers are chosen arc
;W. Robert Toomb, secretary, and
Walter Lisman, assistant secre
tary. Other commission member:'
ire Charles Weissman and Rayi
Mnond Tubridy.

Recreation Commission wil
process all applications for part'
:ime employment, will interview
all applicants and will select all
•employes, it was announced fol
Sowing the meeting.

Commission announced it wil
receive applications for surnmw
playground leaders from January
1 through March 17. Application
forms will be sent upon reques*
made to the commission office
30 Bennett Building, North Mair
Street. Commission will notify
area colleges and city high
schools, that applications will be
received during that period.

It was noted employment i:
confined to city residents as the
program is a city program.

Members of the new commis
don met the staff of Playgrounc
and Recreation Association whe
vill temporarily administer anc
execute the policies which the
[Recreation Commission will es
I ablish. John B. Zerbe, executive
director of the association, pre-
rented Sally Jervis, supervisor or
playgrounds and community
renters; Joseph Kane, director oi
program, and Maryanne Gard-
ralla, office manager.

Members studied the financia
itructure of the city recreatior
program. They were informed by
Serbe of the forthcoming amjua
Pennsylvania Recreation Confer­
ence to be held in Wilkes-Barre
n May. It has been designated
is the Governor’s Conference or
Recreation for Pennsylvania
Serbe re p o r t e d. Commissior
nembers will serve as host grour
or the conference.

A meeting schedule was adopt­
ed. Commission will meet the
second and fourth Monday at 4
o. m. in Room 30, Bennett Build-



George F. Ralston, Dean of
Men, Wilkes College, Wilkes-
Barre, will be the Commence­
ment speaker at the Millville
Joint High School exercises to
be held in the high school gym­
nasium next Tuesday evening
at eight o’clock.

Ralston, who has served on
the Wilkes faculty since 1946,

GEORGE F. RALSTON

has been most active in college
and civic affairs in the Wilkes-
Barre area.

He has served Wilkes for
eighteen years in his present of­
fice of Dean of Men and has
held the Director of Athletics
post for the last thirteen years.
Just after World War II, when
he served in the anti-aircraft
artillery from a private to a ma
(Continued on Page Sixteen)



Members of the newly createdi
Recreation Board in Wilkes-1
Sarre yesterday were informed------ , ------ . .
/hat their duties will be, heardjswore in the following members: ,n

i reading of the ordinance estab-jWalter Lisman, George Ralston, ii
ishing the board and joined in W. Robert Toomb, Jr., and Ray-j^

moiia luoriay. ruin memfte:
of the board is Charles Weiss
man who was reparted as ill.

Others in attendance were A
DeWitt Smith, president of Wyo
ming Valley Playground ant
Recreation Association, and Johr
B. Zerbe. executive director o.
the association.

Board will meet Tuesday nigh
, . .. ,at 7:30 in the Playground officea general discussion of objectives/Bcnnett Bui|djng ,0 discuss fi

Prior to the discussion at Cityinances> Zerbe said last night
Hall, Mayor Frank Slattery Officers may be elected at this
iswore In the following members: meeting or at a subsequent meet
......... ’ ’ - * -------- ing/
w.  ,/--According to Zerbe, duties o

™ ^Bthe Recreation Board are as fol
m d^raiiD* and c-tablirJ

■dg^nm-al for rr-'-’fation
■£]’■' nwinoin high standards o

-h:p. to -.rpr.'.vn a h -;-.-
gra-j*- 1 --n no -r.- ,arv fT'.d'T. . ti
Bfflappnjnt a'.) r^^atna popon^
■Hand define thmr functionsto ...,r..nrp, thn r i
■Unity r^croat.on program to cit;

. r ■kffmia;': to r-pn.-r all antivitm
Kir ,;-n rrr" '' ’I' 'n ^•"b'trtoV'nt t

' . ■frrm . ana tn cnr.ad--
: ‘ --.a’- ega-'. r-r-r'--.r.-/ia: inrr-

- n r'r. t;-r p.f-.
|ffiEna-d a m tn*- r.ah’ di

■ ■ ■ \ ^Wrn.-l m fn; f tr<-
- •' ? V BMa; ,.->n p-nq: am the ca-i-utiv



Older tioys Meeting Opens^

(Photo by Paul Bleleyj
Pictured at the dinner which marked the opening of the 1963 Eastern Pennsylvania

Older Boys Conference at the Wilkes-Barre YMCA last night are, seated from left: Ronald
Czajowski, youth chairman; Mayor Frank Slattery, Jack Carr, conference chairman; George
Ralston, principal speaker for the conference and Gerald Nelson.

Standing from left are: Mel Elpern, Donald Hilbert, Carlton Chapin, Eric Planitzer
and Larry Jones.

The 1963 Older Boys confer-
?nce opened last night with reg­
istration in the YM-YWCA Youth
Division.

Delegates registered from 15
different regions of Pennsylvania
Areas represented are: Scran­
ion, Easton, Philadelphia, Ard-
•nore, Norristown, Fairless Hills,
Chester, Bethlehem, Reading,
3iome, Leraysville, Boyertown,
Tamaqua, Schuylkill Haven, and
Wyoming Valley.

Opening session was conducted
n the Howe Room of the Y.
lonald Czajkowski, youth chair-
nan, presided. Opening devo-
ions were given by the Plym-
»uth Hi-Y Club president Richard
Post. Donald Hilbert, cochair-
nan, gave the welcome.

Conference dinner was held
,i.„ -vtvj VWO» BiiJifAriw

Jack Carr, North East Bradford
Hi-Y, presided. Larry Jones,
Northeast Bradford, gave the
invocation.

Hilbert, introduced Mayor
Frank Slattery who gave the of­
ficial welcome to the City of
Wilkes-Barre. Mayor Slattery
described some of the historical
significance of Wilkes-Barre and
Wyoming Valley. Carlton Chapin,
president of the Wilkes-Barre
YMCA, welcomed the boys to
Wilkes-Barre and hoped * they
would enjoy their week end
here. Eric Planitzer general sec­
retary, also addressed the boys.

Mothers club and the Forty
Fort Hi-Y served the dinner. Mrs.
Carlton Chapin played piano se­
lections. George Ralston, Dean
of Men at Wilkes College, spoke
nn "Tppn-apprc PJarp in Mnrtprn

Society.” Dean Ralston also wil
address the boys tonight at th»
conference dinner.

Next session will be held thi.
morning when the boys will at
tend discussion groups. Discus
sion topics and leaders are
"Communism or Democracy.’
Congressman Daniel J. Flood
"Teen-agers Morals,” David Phil
lips; "After High School?'
George McCutcheon: "Under
standing Free Enterprise,” Johi
A. McCole and Abram Bernstein
"Race Relations,” Norman Watts
"Teen-age Driving.” Cpl. Johi*
Loftus; and "Christian Leader
ship,” Harold Pittman. Discussion
groups will be held in the Firs
Presbyterian Church.

Transportation chairman of th
rnnforann? ir F'J’J’tt?1'?
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Outstanding contributions made
by Fine Arts Fiesta and Annette
Evans, fiesta founder, to the rec­
reation movement have been
recognized by National Recrea­
tion Association and became
known locally last night at the
(dosing segment of this year's

Certificates of appreciation of
(the national association were
[presented to the fiesta and to
Miss Evans, who received also
las part of her citation, an honor­
ary membership in National Rec­
reation Association.

Presentations were made by'
George F. Ralston, chairman of
iVilkes-Barre Recreation Board,
which nominated Miss Evans
and the fiesta for the award.

Certificates are signed by
James H. Evans, chairman of
:he board, and Joseph Pender­
gast, executive director.

In accepting the citations for
-.he fiesta and for herself Miss
Evans did so, she said, in behalf
)f the hundreds and thousands
jf persons who participated in
:he event. Her closing words
were a line in a play in which
she had a part as a girl, and
which she was prevented from
delivering at that time because
of the premature closing of the
curtain: “And all the way that
:hou dost go, my blessings follow
thee.”

This year’s fiesta, the eighth
since its inception, was described
by officers as the most successful
and witnessed by the largest
turnout of residents and non­
residents.

Congressman Daniel J. Flood,
who was on hand to speak at
he closing ceremony, comment­
ed that the economic value of the
endeavor equalled its esthetic
value. It has given Wilkes-Barre
publicity in all big newspapers
n the east, he reported, and
3as attracted many visitors to
me city. He also paid personal
mibute to Miss Evans.

Much of the trappings of the
iesta were taken down last
'light after the closing program
vhich featured Stegmaier Gold
tfedal Band and the Atterbeary
Chorus in excerpts from “John
brown's Body." Remaining
looths and stage will be dis­
mantled today.

Nominations for the 1963
IRA citations were prepared by I
;ally A. Jervis, director of rec-i
eation in Wilkes-Barre. Pres-1

/] n _ ]of the observance of June as|individuals and groups in com-ling or have given outstanding [based on her founding of Fine
0 national recreati°n month. Cita-munities throughout the coun-jservice to recreation. [Arts Fiesta and other activities!

i- h v_. u vj |j;ons were instituted to honor|try who, as volunteers, are giv-j Nomination of Miss Evans was (such as her active membership

To Founder
in the former Playground' and

" Recreation Association-of Wyo-
— ming Valley, her leadership and

enthusiasm for all forms of art;
theater, orchestra, painting,

(
choral groups and hobby clubs,
She was a member of the group
which founded the area Little
Theatre and of another group
which started the Philharmonic
Orchestra. She is a member of the
board of Wyoming Valley Ari

: League and Wilkes College. Ir
1958 Miss Evans was named a
“Distinguished Daughter ol
Pennsylvania” by Former Gov­
ernor George Leader for dis­
tinguished public service in the
arts and history. “Her interest
in and enthusiasm for all arts
has been a guiding light for oui
area’s original conception of and
constant progress in cultural de­
velopment,” it is stated in th£
nomination.

It is brought out in the nomi­
nation for the Fine Arts Fieft&
that it began as a part of Wilkes-
Barre sesquicentennial celebra
tion and was intended to show
arts performed and practiced ir
Wyoming Valley. “Area's enthu
siasm for the event has been st
great that virtually every per
forming and visual art group o
the Valley has joined the fiesta,’
nomination states. It adds tha
annually thousands of spectator
representing all races, all age
and all religions enjoy this pro
duction which represents th"

-i labors and talents of the entir
Valley.

Other members of the Wilkes
Barre Recreation Board are Mrs

6 Charles Weissman, W. Rober'
' Toomb. Walter Lisman and Ray

E''ans- of Fine Arts Fiesta, receives from George Ralston, chairman
of v/ukes-Barre Recreation Board, a citation from National Recreation Association at th°
closing ceremonies of this year’s fiesta, last night on Public Square. Observing th* pres”anta-

recipient, is Congressman Daniel J, Flood.



nalston \\ ill I alk
On Industrial Di ne

George F Ralston, dean c
men of Wilkes College, wi
speak at the monthly dinne
meeting of th® Men's Club c
First Methodist Church. Non
Franklin Street, Tuesday evenin
at 6:15.

Subject of Dean Ralston’s ad
dress will he: "The Greate*
Wilkes-Barre Industrial Develop
men I Fund ’’ This meeting als
marks the group's first busines
session of 1961
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Kingston Business and Professional Men's Association January dinner meeting was held recently at
O'Connell's Kingston House. R. Laning Ransom, Chairman of the Board of Directors, presened the above
officers and directors for the year 1964. Seated, left to right: Bala S. Neary, Treasurer; Louis Leger,
Secretary; Guest speaker of the evening, George F. Ralston, Dean of Men at Wilkes College; R,. Tuning
Ransom, Chairman of Board of Directors; Lee Vincent, President, and Bert Husband, Mayor of Kingston.
New Directors are standing: Frank O'Connell, Henry Schultz, Richard Steinhauer, Dr. D. Craig Aicher,
George W. Sowerby, Thomas Roberts and J. Russell Samuel.



Plymouth Rotary
To Seat Staff
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Wilkes to Honor George Ralston and Donald Burke
at January 16 Commencement

Wilkes-Barre — Wilkes University will hold its annual Winter Commencement Exercises

on Thursday, January 16, at 11:15 a.m., in the Darling Theatre of the Dorothy Dickson Darte Center for

the Performing Arts, South and River Streets.

During the ceremony, an Honorary Doctor of Science degree will be awarded to George Ralston,

a longtime supporter and former dean at the University, and an Honorary Doctor of Science degree will

be presented to Donald Burke, Director, Discreet Power Product Development, at Harris Semiconductor,

Inc.

A member of the Wilkes community since 1946, Ralston has more than 50 years of dedicated

service to the University. Throughout the development of the University, Ralston has held the

positions of dean of men, dean of students, director of athletics, counselor, instructor, administrator and

friend to many Wilkes graduates.

A strong supporter of Wilkes athletics, Ralston is the founder of the University's football

program and was the first to coach the team, serving in this capacity from 1946 through 1954. In

addition he coached the men's baseball and basketball teams.

Ralston received his bachelor of arts degree in Biology from the University of Carolina and

served in the United States Army, achieving the rank of major. He also completed some graduate study

at Harvard and Columbia Universities.

-MORE-
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1ST ADD - Wilkes to Honor George Ralston and Donald Burke at January 16 Commencement

Ralston is a deacon, elder and trustee of the First Presbyterian Church, Wilkes-Barre. He and

his wife, Helen, reside in Wilkes-Barre. They are the parents of four sons.

The Wilkes University Alumni Association will host a reception to honor George Ralston as an

Honorary Doctorate Degree recipient on Wednesday, January 15, from 6 to 8 p.m., in the University's

Weckesser Hall, on South Franklin Street. For more information on the reception call the Wilkes

Alumni Office at (717) 831-4132

Burke received a B.S. degree in Electrical Engineering from the Technical University of Nova

Scotia in 1954 and joined the Heavy Apparatus Division of Canadian General Electric, in Switchgear

and Control Equipment Design. He then moved into Systems Application Engineering, specializing in

electronic power conversion systems for aluminum refining and electrochemical processes and for large

variable speed drives in the steel industry.

Burke joined RCA, in Mountaintop in 1963 as an Application Engineering Leader for Thyristors

and Rectifiers and moved with that group to New Jersey in 1967 to become Engineering Manager for

those products. In 1976, he returned to the RCA plant to begin a quick turn design group.

In 1980, Burke assumed responsibility for all Power Semiconductor Engineering, moving all

associated functions to the Mountaintop plant. Advanced development of Power MOS transistors was

begun, and a new wafer processing facility was installed for these products. Assembly and test

operations were converted to full-automation.

Following the purchase of RCA, the Product Design activities of General Electric Power

Semiconductors were assimilated into Mountaintop under Burke's leadership. He has continued his role

in New Product Development under Harris Semiconductor.

Burke has lived in Forty Fort, and currently resides in Mountaintop with his wife, Terry. They

are the parents of five children, two of whom are graduates of Wilkes University. The Burke's also

have eight grandchildren.

-30- 010397



Senior^enteiis L\/

First row, seated from the left, Ben Bona, Moun­
taintop; Wade Hayhurst, Kilmarnock, Virginia; Pa­
tricia Boyd Brady, Hanover; Vester Vercoe,
Newark, Oh.: Second row, George Ralston,
Wilkes-Barre; Wilkes University President, Dr.

Joseph E. (Tim) Gilmour, Wilkes-Barre; Dr.
Joseph Pelmoter, Falls Church, Virginia: Angelo
Campanella, Columbus, Ohio; J. Paul Thomas,
Hanover Township; Dr. Christopher Breiseth,
Wilkes-Barre.

Mta’ Wdm MmbB mdlrts members
Wilkes University recently inducted eight

members of the class of 1951 into the Golden
Colonels Club. The club was started in 1985 to
honor Wilkes graduates of 50 years or beyond.
Inductees were treated to a brunch that was
held in the ballroom of the Student Union
Building on the Wilkes campus.

Former Wilkes University President Dr.
Christopher Breiseth and wife, Jane, addressed
the new members and thanked them for their
loyalty to the University. Each Colonel was
awarded a pin and certificate, as well as several
special privileges that come along with being a
member of the Golden Colonels.



From left: Gary Williams, Shavertown, Wilkes class of 1972 and
master's class of 1982; Jones, Laflin; Goldsworthy, West Pittston;
and Ralston.

Ralston honored by Wilkes
G

eorge Ralston, “The Fa­
ther of Wilkes Athlet­
ics”, was recently hon­

ored at Wilkes University’s An­
nual Alumni Scholarship Din­
ner Dance.

Proceeds from the event pro­
vide scholarships to Wilkes stu­
dents.

Ralston, 83, serves as special
assistant for alumni relations.
A member of the Wilkes family
since 1946, Ralston is a native.
of Harrisonburg, Va.

He resided in Forty Fort be­
fore and immediately follow­
ing World War H. He lives in
Wilkes-Barre with his wife, He­
len.

More than 80 of Ralston’s
friends, family, former co­
workers and students turned
out to pay tribute to one of
the university’s most beloved
family members. Offering
their memories of Ralston
were speakers: Jane Lampe-
Groh, former dean of stu­

dents; Garfield Jones, class of
1972; Charlie Jackson, class
of 1951; Bill Goldsworthy,

alumni association president
and class of 1976; and attor­
ney Sam Lowe.
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George Ralston honored at Wilkes
Alumni Scholarship Dinner Dance

George Ralston^ “The Father of Wilkes Athletics," was recent­
ly honored at Wilkes' Annual Alumni Scholarship Dinner Dance.
Proceeds from the event provide scholarships to current Wilkes
students.

At 83 years old, Dean Ralston currently serves as special
assistant for alumni relations. A member of the Wilkes family
since 1946, Ralston is a native of Harrisonburg, Va., and
resided in Forty Fort before and immediately following World
War II. He currently lives in Wilkes-Barre with his wife, Helen.

More than 80 friends, family and former co-workers and stu­
dents turned out to pay tribute to one of the university’s most
beloved family members. Offering their memories of Dean
Ralston were speakers: Jane Lampe-Groh, former dean of stu­
dents; Garfield Jones, class of 1972; Charlie Jackson, class of
1951; Bill Goldsworthy, alumni association president and class
of 1976, and Attorney Sam Lowe.

From left are, Gary Williams, Shavertown, Wilkes class of
1972, master’s class of 1982; Garfield Jones, Laflin, class of
1972; Bill Goldsworthy, West Pittston, alumni association presi­
dent, class of 1976 and Dean George Ralston, Wilkes-Barre.



Wilkes to honor Dean Ralston at dinner dance
Wilkes University
will pay tribute to
Dean George F.
Ralston April 28
at the Annual
Alumni Scholar­
ship Dinner
Dance in the Stu­
dent Union Ball­
room, 84 W.

South St., Wilkes-Barre.
A member of the Wilkes commu­

nity since 1946, Ralston, 83, serves
as special assistant for Alumni Re­
lations. Throughout the develop­
ment of Bucknell University Junior
College and Wilkes College (pre­
cursors to Wilkes University), Ral­
ston has held the titles of dean of
men, dean of student affairs, direc­
tor of athletics, instructor, benefac­
tor, and administrator.

Ralston, a native of Harrison­
burg, Va., graduated from North
Carolina University and received

Th

Ralston

an honorary doctorate from Wilkes
in 1997. An Army veteran of World
War II, Ralston served in Africa
and the South Pacific and was
awarded two Purple Hearts. When
he returned home to Forty Fort, he
accepted the position of counselor
to veterans returning to Bucknell
University Junior College.

Ralston has been affiliated with
the Wilkes-Barre YMCA, the Ro­
tary Club, Salvation Army, Ameri­
can Red Cross, Wilkes-Barre Gen­
eral Hospital, and the Wyoming
Valley Council of Churches.

He also is a deacon, elder, and
trustee of the Wilkes-Barre First
Presbyterian Church.

Cocktails and hors d’oeuvres be­
gin at 6:30 p.m.; dinner is at 7:30
p.m., and three hours of dancing
begin at 9 p.m. Cost is $75 per per­
son. Proceeds benefit the Alumni
Scholarship Fund. Reservations
can be made by calling 408-4130.
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City of Wilkes-Barre will honor four with Distinguished Service Awards
The City of Wilkes-Barre will

honor four individuals this year at
the annual Distinguished Service
Awards ceremony to be held on
Wednesday, May 26 at noon at
Genetti’s.

Dr. Stephen H. Schoenholtz,
George F. Ralston. Monsignor
Andrew J. McGowan will be hon­
ored for their outstanding achieve­
ments and Constance Wynn will be
honored for her outstanding service
to the community at the luncheon.

Schoenholtz, the son of Irving
and Shirley Schoenholtz, Kingston,
is associate professor of forestry
at the Mississippi State Universi­
ty’s Department of Forestry. He is
a graduate of Wyoming Valley
West School District, Pennsylva­
nia State University and Virginia
Polytechnick Institute and State
University.

Dr. Schoenholtz has been recog­
nized for his research on mine
reclamation and forestry in addi­
tion to groundbreaking research
on protection and restoration of
’orested wetlands, evaluation of
'orest harvesting impacts on soil
and water quality and develop-
nent and assessment of sustain­
able forestry practices both in the

Wynn

United States and New Zealand.
George F. Ralston, dean emeri­

tus of student affairs at Wilkes
University and special assistant
for alumni affairs, will be honored
for his many years of dedicated
service to young people from the
Greater Wyoming Valley.

Ralston, a native of Harrisburg,
began his career in education at
Forty Fort High School, taking a
break to serve in the Army in
World War II. Following his tour
of duty, Ralston returned to teach­
ing at Bucknell University Junior
College, later Wilkes University,
adding to his achievements as an
educator as the years rolled by.
By 1997, Ralston had devoted 50
years to education and students.

Monsignor McGowan serves as
director of community affairs and
bishop’s representative for hospi­

tals and colleges for the Diocese of
Scranton.

He serves vice chair of Allied
Services Hospital Foundation, and
chairman for Commission on Eco­
nomic Opportunity, Heinz Insti­
tute, Hospital Association of
Pennsylvania, and a number of
other organizations.

Constance Wynn will receive
this year’s Distinguished Service
Award presented to an outstand­
ing graduate of a Wilkes-Barre
city school who has dedicated time
and efforts to the community.

Wynn, a graduate of Meyers High
School, has served as president of
the NAACP, and is founder and
CEO/director of the R.A.C.E.
Team, a multicultural organization
based on ancestry and education.

She is a member of the CYC, the
District Attorney’s Committee on
Youth and Violence, Northeast
Pennsylvania Veterans of the Viet­
nam War, College Misericordia’s
Diversity Institute and is a volun­

teer presenter with the Citizens'
Voice Newspaper in Education
program.

The recipients will receive a
plaque acknowledging their
achievements.

Also honored at this luncheon
will be outstanding students from
city schools.

To make reservations for the
luncheon, call Lisa SanFilipo at
826-8259.



Members of the Wyoming Valley Interfatth Council met to plan
the annual luncheon which will honor George Ralston of
Wilkes University. From left: Pauly Friedman, Sister Maureen
Harrison, the Rev. Robert Zanlcky, Monsignor Thomas Banlck,
Shawn Murphy, Mary Quinn.,

Ralston to receive Interfaith award
George Ralston, special as­

sistant for alumni affairs at
Wilkes University, will receive
the Citation of Distinction from
the Wyoming Valley Interfaith
Council at Its annual lun­
cheon. The affair will be held at
noon on Nov. 23 at the Ramada
Plaza Hotel, Public Square,
Wilkes-Barre.

The award Is presented an­
nually to a person who has em­
bodied the virtues of tolerance.
problem-solving and commu­
nity-building.

During Ralston's tenure of
more than 50 years, he has
held many offices including 

athletic director, dean of men,
dean of student affairs, and
coach of the varsity football
team.

His community affiliations
Include the YMCA in Wilkes-
Barre, Rotary Club, Salvation
Army, American Red Cross,
Wilkes-Barre General Hospital,
First Presbyterian Church of
Wilkes-Barre, and Wyoming
Valley Council of Churches.

Ralston and his wife, Helen,
are parents of four sons, all of
whom are graduates of Wilkes
University. To receive an Invi­
tation to the luncheon, call
Temple B’nal B'rith, 287-9606.



George Ralston
ATHLETIC DIRECTOR

From primi­
tive programs
to perennial
powers,
George Ral­
ston has
watched
Wilkes Univer­
sity athletics
grow.

Oh, he
might not 
have been on the sidelines di­
recting the recent glory days of
Wilkes. But the man who found­
ed football and basketball at
Wilkes regularly stops by his
old school to check on the
progress of the athletic pro­
grams.

Back in 1946, Ralston (then
athletic director at Wilkes)
started a football team. With
Ralston leading the way, it went
39-25-4 over its first 10 sea-

____________
He also began a basketball

program in that same 1946 sea­
son, which put up a 76-109
record over a nine-year period.

Since he left, the Colonels
have become a league and na­
tional powerhouse.

The Wilkes football team en­
joyed a berth in the Division in
NCAA Playoffs in 1993, then
made three consecutive appear­
ances in the Eastern Collegiate
Athletic Conference postseason
championships.

The basketball team made its
third trip in four seasons to the
NCAA Sweet 16 Division in tour­
nament this season.

And as his alma mater con­
tinues to build on that success
into the next century, George
Ralston couldn’t be prouder.

— Staff Writer Paul Sokoloski



Wilkes University
News
Alissa M. Antosh, Writer/Editor
University Relations Office
Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania 18766
Office (570) 408-4770 Fax (570) 408-7813
e-mail: antosh@wilkesl.wilkes.edu

Alumnus Stephen L. Flood Donates
$5,000 Toward Scholarship Fund at Wilkes University

Wilkes-Barre — In tribute to Wilkes University Dean Emeritus, Dr. George F.

Ralston, alumnus Stephen L. Flood, of Wilkes-Barre, President and C.E.O, of AAG

International and Prospect Harbor Trading Co., Prospect Harbor, Maine, recently

donated $5,000 toward his self-titled scholarship fund at Wilkes.

The Stephen L. Flood '66 Scholarship Fund, established in 1997, honors the

leadership, guidance, and personal encouragement provided by Dr. Ralston to Flood

and the Wilkes alumni who resided in Ashley Hall. Flood's recent donation raised

the value of the endowment to $15,000.

A graduate of Devon Preparatory School, in Devon, Pa., Flood attended

Wilkes and Villanova University, majoring in economics, with banking and

finance. He worked as controller and chief financial officer of Wilkes Pool

Corporation; commercial loan officer at Kingston National Bank; truck route

manager of Jewel Tea Company, and was honorably discharged as a Sergeant with

the U.S. Army, 402nd Military Police Prisoner-of-War Camp.

-MORE-

mailto:antosh@wilkesl.wilkes.edu


1st Add: Stephen L. Flood Donates $5,000 Toward Scholarship at Wilkes University

Flood has served as a Wilkes Council Member for the past five years; past

president of Devon Prep and Nanticoke Kiwanis; and former assistant chairman of

the Hanover Township Democratic Party.

An active community member, Flood is a member of American Legion Post

463, Plymouth, Pa.; the Pennsylvania Auctioneers Association; Nature Conservancy;

National Trust for Historic Preservation; Sierra Club; National Arbor Day

Foundation U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum; National and Greater Wyoming

Valley Audubon Society; NASH Car Club of America; the Maine Lobster Owner's

Association and New Jersey Fairness in Taxes Board.

Incorporated in 1972, AAG International is the largest auction house and

provider of Militaria collectibles (from the 1700s to the Vietnam War Era) in the

world. Clients include Hollywood movie and TV production companies, national

museums in America, Britain, Russia, Poland, France, and collectors. Prospect

Harbor Trading Corporation is one of the largest independent wholesalers of Maine

lobsters in the United States.

###
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Photo:
Left to Right - Dr. Christopher N. Breiseth, president, Wilkes University; Dr. George
F. Ralston, dean emeritus, Wilkes; and Stephen L. Flood, president, C.E.O., AAG
International, Wilkes-Barre, and Prospect Harbor Trading Company, Prospect
Harbor, Maine
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Wiikes to honor George Ralston and Donald Burke gt Jan. 16 commencement

©eoirge KaSstoan Oonald Burke
Willies University will hold its

annual Winter Commencement
Exercises on Thursday, Jan. 16, a
11:15 a.m., in the Darling Theatre
of-the Dorothy Dickson Darte
Center for the Performing Arts, at
South and River Streets, Wilkes-
Barre.

During the ceremony, Honorary
Doctor of Science degrees will be
awarded to George Ralston, a
longtime supporter and former
dean at the university, and Donald
Burke, director, Discreet Power
Product Development, at Harris
Semiconductor Inc.

Ralston, a member of the Wilkes 

community since 1946, has more
than 50 years of dedicated service
to the university. Throughout the
development of the university, he
has held the positions of dean of
men, dean of students, director of
athletics, counselor, instructor,
administrator and friend to many
Wilkes graduates.

A strong supporter of Wilkes
athletics, Ralston is the founder of
the university’s football program
and was the first to coach the
team, serving in this capacity
from 1946 through 1954. In addi­
tion, he coached the men’s base­
ball and basketball teams.

Ralston received his Bachelor of
Arts degree in Biology from the
University of Carolina and served
in the U.S. Army, achieving the
rank of major. He also completed
some graduate, study at Harvard
and Columbia Universities.

Ralston is a deacon, elder and
trustee of the First Presbyterian
Church, Wilkes-Barre. He and his
wife, Helen, Wilkes-Barre resi­
dent, are parents of four sons.

The Wilkes University Alumni
association vzill host a reception to
honor Ralston as an Honorary
Doctorate Degree recipient on
Wednesday, Jan. 15, from 6 to 8
p.m., in the university’s
Weckesser Hall, on South Franklin
Street. For more information on
the reception, call the Wilkes
Alumni Office at (717 ) 831-4132.

Burke received a Bachelor of
Science degree in Electrical Engi­
neering from the Technical Uni­
versity of Nova Scotia m 1954 and
joined the Heavy Apparatus Divi­
sion of Canadian General Electric,
in Switchgear and Control Equip­
ment Design.

He then moved into Systems
Application Engineering, special­
izing in electronic power conver­
sion systems for aluminum refin­
ing and electrochemical processes
and for large variable speed
drives in the steel industry.

Burke joined RCA, in Mountain-
top, in 1963 as an Application En­
gineering Leader for Thyristors
and Rectifiers and moved with 

that group to New Jersey in 1967
to become Engineering Manager
for those products. In 1976, he re­
turned to the RCA plant to begin a
quick turn design group.

In 19890, Burke assumed respon­
sibility for all Power Semiconduc­
tor Engineering, moving all asso­
ciated functions to the Mountain-
top plant. Advanced development
of Power MOS transistors was
begun, and a new wafer process­
ing facility installed for these
products. Assembly and test
operations were converted to full
automation.

Following the purchase of RCA,
the Product Design activities of
General Electric Power Semicon­

ductors were assimilated into
Mountaintop under Burke's lead­
ership. He has continued his role
in New Product Development
under Harris Semiconductor.

Burke has lived in Forty Fort
and currently resides in Mountain-
top with his wife, Terry. They are
the parents of five children, two of
whom are graduates of Wilkes
University. The Burkes also have
eight grandchildren.

C
itizens' Voice, W

ilkes-Barre, Pa.__________Friday. January 10, 1991
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GEORGE RALSTON TO PRESENT SECOND LECTURE IN
WILKES UNIVERSITY'S 60TH ANNIVERSARY SEMINAR

SERIES JANUARY 25

WILKES-BARRE - George Ralston, dean of students emeritus at Wilkes, will present the

second lecture in the University's 60th Anniversary Series on Tuesday, January 25 at 7:30

p.m. in the lobby of the Dorothy Dickson Darte Center for the Performing Arts. Ralston

will be joined by former Director of Admissions, John Whitby and Engineering Professor

Emeritus, Cromwell Thomas for a panel discussion following his presentation.

Admission is free.

The series of five seminars presents the early history of Bucknell University

Junior College and Wilkes College through the recollections, anecdotes, and written

histories of former and current faculty, staff, trustees and students. Professor Emeritus,

Dr. Charles Reif, presented the first lecture in December.

A member of the Wilkes community since 1946, Ralston has served as dean of

men, dean of students, counselor, instructor and administrator. He currently serves as a

special assistant to Anthony J. Shipula II '78, director of Alumni Relations, working as a

liason between the University and its 20,000 alumni. Ralston also founded the

University's football program, and served as coach firom 1946 through 1954.

Cromwell Thomas began his career at Wilkes College in 1937, when it was known

MORE



1ST ADD WILKES UNIVERSITY’S 60TH ANNIVERSARY LECTURE SERIES

as Bucknell University Junior College. Through his leadership of the War Services

Training Program, the the first engineering education program in the region was

established at Wilkes. Retired in 1975, Thomas remains widely known and respected for

his contribution to engineering education, his services to the Society for Professional

Engineers, and to his State and Country.

A native of Edwardsville, John Whitby joined the Navy which resulted in his

graduation from the Notre Dame Midshipman's School. He received a Master's Degree

from Columbia University and began his career at Wilkes College in 1947 as an

economics instructor. Whitby later joined the admissions staff and was named Dean of

Admissions in the early '60s. His service to the University during its formative years is

remembered tjfe in the legacy of fine students, now alumni, which he recruited.

Future seminars will include Professor Emeritus Joseph Salsburg who was a

student at Bucknell University Junior College as well as a faculty member at Wilkes, a

member of the Board of Trustees, and a discussion with the current and past presidents of

Wilkes. Admission is free. The public is invited to attend and learn how Wilkes

University began and grew to its present status.

-30- 011294



Interfaith Council will honor George Ralston Nov. 23
George Ralston will receive the citation of distinc­

tion from the Wyoming Valley Interfaith Council at its
annual luncheon .on Monday, Nov. 23, at noon at the
Ramada Hotel, Public Square, Wilkes-Barre.

Ralston is special assistant for alumni affairs at
Wilkes University.

He started at Wilkes more than 50 years ago when
it was still known as Bucknell Junior College, holding
many offices, including athletic director, dean of
men, dean of student affairs and coach of the varsity
football Jeam.

A native of Harrisburg, he joined the faculty of the 

Forty Fort High School after graduation from North
Carolina University. During World War II, he served
in Africa and the South Pacific, receiving two Purple
Hearts and rising to the rank of major.

He and his wife are the parents of four sons.
Those wishing to receive an invitation to the Inter­

faith Council Luncheon should call the Temple B’nai
B’rith office at 287-9606.

From the left are: Mrs. Pauly Friedman, Sister
Maureen Harrison, the Rev. Robert Zanicky, Mon­
signor Thomas Banick, Shawn Murphy and Mary
Quinn. Q



W-B honors 4 for long-time service
By JOE HEALEY_________________
Timos Leader Staff Writer

WILKES-BARRE — Four peo­
ple were honored Wednesday at
the City of Wilkes-Barre’s annual
Distinguished Service awards cer­
emony.

The awards recognize present
and former Wilkes-Barre resi­
dents and former students of the
city schools who have brought fa­
vorable attention to the commu­
nity. said Leo Solomon, a member
of the awards committee.

Constance Wynn was honored
for outstanding community ser­
vice and Dr. Stephen H. Schoen-
holtz, George Francis Ralston and
Monsignor Andrew J. McGowan
were honored for outstanding
achievement. All were honored at
a ceremony at the Genetti Hotel &
Convention Center. Also honored

were the stu­
dents from city
schools.

Wynn, of
Wilkes-Barre, is
a former head of
the local NAACP
chapter and co­
founder and
clilef executive
officer of RACE
— Rediscovering

Ancestry through Culture and Ed­
ucation. A graduate of Meyers High
School. Wynn is a member of the
CYC, the District Attorney’s Com­
mittee on Youth and Violence and
is a co-chairwoman of minority af­
fairs at Luzerne County Commu­
nity College.

“I do my community service
out of love,” Wynn said. "When I
was growing up. I watched my 

mother networking in the com­
munity. taking care of the elderly.
I saw the Joy she got out of it and I
carried on her tradition.”

Ralston is dean emeritus of
student affairs at Wilkes Univer­
sity and special assistant for
alumni affairs. Ralston has de­
voted more than 50 years to edu­
cation and students in the Wyo­
ming Valley. He taught at Forty
Fort High School and Wilkes Uni­
versity, where he also served as
football, baseball and basketball
coach and athletic director.

“I feel very honored and hum­
bled that they gave me this
award." Ralston said.

McGowan is the director of
community affairs and bishop's
representative for hospitals and
colleges for the Diocese of Scran­
ton. He Is the vice chairman of Al-

7?^-/ -*> ~ For Tho Timos Londor/JIM QAVENUS
Three men received Wilkes-Barre’s Distinguished Service Award
at a banquet Wednesday afternoon. The recipients, left to right,
are Monsignor Andrew McGowan, George Francis Ralston and
Stephen Schocnhottz.
lied Services Hospital Foundation
in Scranton and chairman of the
Commission on Economic Oppor­
tunity In Luzerne County.

Schocnholtz is an associate
professor of forestry at Missis­

sippi State University’s Depart­
ment of forestry. He graduated
from Wyoming Valley West, Penn
State University and the Virginia
Polytechnic Institute and State
University.



Wilkes.«to^
Will A&aress *:
PTA Council

Annual Founddrs Day dinner
of Wilkes-Barre Aren Council
of PTAs, will be held Thursday
night In Coughlin High School
Cafeteria. Guests -are Invited to
come at 6 p. m. for a punch
.party to be provided by Wilkes-
Barre Board of Education. Din­
ner will begin at 6:45 p. m.

Principal speaker will be
George Ralston, dean of students
at Wilkes College. His topic will
be “The Genuinely Educated
Person.”

Dean Ralston, was bom In
Harrisonburg, Vo., was educated
In the public schools, of Harrls-
bur. He received an AB degree
.from the University ’ of North
Carolina and did graduate study
at Harvard and Columbia Uni­
versities.

Dean Ralston has been e
member of Wilkes College fac­
ulty since 1946. He has served
as dean of men for 20 years and
Is now dean of students.

Dean Ralston serves on the
board of directors of the Gen­
eral Hospital, Salvation Army
and the Red Cross and is presi­
dent of the YMCA.

Welcome will be given by Mrs.
■Richard W. Thomas, Founders
Day chairman. Frank Koons, as­
sistant superintendent of elem­
entary school administration,
will be toastmaster. Rev. Dr.
Jule Ayers of the First Presby­
terian Church will offer bene­
diction. Special presentations
will be made by Mrs. George B.
Ritchie, president of the Wilkes-
Barre Area Council.

Brief remarks will be made by
Walter C. Wood, superintendent
of Wilkes-Barre City Schools,
and Dr. David W, Kistler, presi­
dent of the Wilkes-Barre School
Board.

The dinner will mark the 70th
anniversary of the PTA move­
ment. Purpose of the Founders'
Day activities Is to honor the
PTA founders and past leaders,
ipcrease understanding of the
purpose and scope of PTA work,
and to raise funds for expanding
and strengthening PTA work.

Reservations, which are open
to the public, may be made with
Mrs. Joseph Stone, 117 Kidder
Street.



Ralston will be Wilkes lecturer
George Ralston, dean of stu­

dents emeritus at Wilkes Universi­
ty, will present the second lecture
in the universi­
ty’s 60th Anni­
versary Series
on Tuesday, Jan.
25 at 7:30 p.m. in
the lobby of the
Dorothy Dickson
Darte Center for
the Performing
Arts.

Ralston will be Ralston
joined by former Director of Ad­
missions, John Whitby, and engi­
neering professor emeritus,
Cromwell Thomas, for a panel
discussion following his presenta­
tion on how Wilkes University
began and grew to its present
status.

The series of five seminars
presents the early history of
Bucknell University Junior Col­
lege and Wilkes College through
the recollections, anecdotes and
written histories of former and
current faculty, staff, trustees and
students.

A member of the Wilkes com­
munity since 1946, Ralston has
served as dean of men, dean of
students, counselor, instructor and
administrator.

He serves as a special assistant
to Anthony J. Shipula II, ’78,
director of alumni relations, work­
ing as a liason between the Uni­
versity and its 20,000 alumni.
Ralston also founded the universi­
ty’s football program and served
as coach from 1946-54.



Wilkes Dinner to Fete Ralston
Wilkes College will hold its Wilkes College will host a special liaison between the,t '55, dean of Student Affairs,

39th Annual Homecoming special dinner in honor of college and its 15,000 alumni, will commence at 6 p.m. with
” n „ ” ” ' ' * Ralston is active in the. a cocktail hour. Dinner will be

community as a member and served at 7 p.m., after which a
elder of t h e ■ F i r s t • special program on Ralston
Presbyterian Church of ..will be presented. Following
Wilkes-Barre, ■ a director of " ‘ “
the Wilkes-Barre Recreation
Board, a director of the YM­
CA, and a board member of'

community
| /Ralston has 1
I “ J‘“ "

the presentation, a dance will
be held from 9 p.m. to mid­
night,. featuring music by the
Lee Vincent Combo.

■ Reservations are currently.
being accepted for "A
Tribute to George Ralston,”
.and are limited to the-first
460 respondents. Advanced

Celebration on Friday,'Oc- George F. Ralston, Dean of
tober 17 through Sunday, Qc-., Students Emeritus and
tober 19. As part of the , special assistant to Alumni
Homecoming festivities, -Relations. The dinner will be

gt. held on Friday,.-;Oct. 17,’
J • beginning at 6 p.m., at The
| Woodlands in Wilkes-Barre. 1

. A member of the Wilkes
r since 1946,-Wilkes-Barre General
served officially Hospital. He and his wife,

as ■ dean of men,; dean of Helen, are the parents of four
students, counselor, coach,' sons, and reside in Wilkes-
instructor/and ad/Barre/. U .- ' 'i'
ministrator. id May, 1986, he 1 i' The event, organized by registration and payment is
received the title Dean of! committee imembers' Paul required by October 1. Fur-

. Students Emeritus, and cur- .'Adams 77, associate dean of ther information can be ob-
’ rently assists 'Anthony J. Student Affairs; Jane Lampe tained by contacting the

Shipula II 78, director of Groh, associate dean of Stu- Wilkes College Office of.
GEORGE RALSTON Alumni Relations, as a dent Affairs; and Arig|j^t^ ■
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Wilkes College
_ OFFICE OF PUBLIC RELATIONS • WILKES-BARRE, PENNSYLVANIA 18788 * j

TV | TELEPHONE: (717)822 8413

Department File
contact: 1-felissa Meyers

Assistant Director
Public Relations

EXCLUSIVE TO THE SUNDAY INDEPENDENT
WILKES COLLEGE HOMECOMING DINNER TO HONOR GEORGE F. RALSTON

WILKES-BARRE—Wilkes College will hold its 39th Annual Homecoming Cele­

bration on Friday, October 17 through Sunday, October 19. As part of the

Homecoming festivities, . .Wilkes College will host a special " 

dinner in honor of George F. Ralston, Dean of Students Emeritus and.'

Special Assistant to AlLimi Relations. The dinner will be held on Friday, Oct­

ober 17, beginning at 6 p.m., at The Woodlands in Wilkes-Barre.

A member of the Wilkes community since 1946, Ralston has served officially

as dean of men, dean of students, counselor, coach,. instructor, and administrator.

In May, 1986, he received the title Dean of Students Emeritus, and currently as­

sists Anthony J. Shipula II '78, director of Alumni Relations, as a special liaison

between the college and its 15,000 alumni.

Ralston is active in the cctrrnunity as a member and elder of the First Pres­

byterian Church of Wilkes-Barre, a director of the Wilkes-Barre Recreation Board,

a director of the YMCA, and a board member of Wilkes-Barre General Hospital. He

and his wife, Helen, are the parents of four sons, and reside in Wilkes-Barre.

In commenting on the significance of this year's Homecoming dinner, Shipula

noted, "Dean Ralston has been recognized repeatedly by the community for his con­

tributions, and is always .remembered by- our; alumni as a positive influence dirring :■

their college careers. With this in mind, it is only fitting that the 39th Annual

(more)



Homecoming dinner be recognized as 'A Tribute to George Ralston.

The'event;' obganized by conroittee'menfoers Paul Adams '77,'Associate Dean of

Student Affairs; Jane Lampe Groh, Associate Dean of Student Affairs; and Art

Hoover '55, Dean of Student Affairs, will cannence at 6 p.m. with a cocktail

hour. Dinner will be served at 7 p.m., after which a special program on Ralston

will be presented. Follcwing the presentation, a dance will be held fron 9 p.m.

to midnight, featuring music by the Lee Vincent Corrbo.

Reservations are currently being accepted for ''A Tribute to George Ralston,"

and are limited to the first 460 respondents. Advanced registration and payment

is required by October 1. Further information can be obtained by contacting the

Wilkes College Office of Alumi Relations at 824-4651, ext. 325.

-30-

092386



Counselors Association holds annual workshop
the award on his behalf.

Gerald Wuori, former Dean of Admis­
sions at Wilkes College, was also recog­
nized for his support of the local counselors.

Vito Florenza of Northeast Intermediate
Unit, spoke on the characteristics of a
quality school.

Michael Shevock, a counselor at Dallas
High School and vice president of the Asso­
ciation, was program coordinator.

Honored guests and program partici­
pants, first row, seated, from left: Ruth
Donohue, Mrs. Catherine Gallagher,
George Ralston, Vito Florenza and Gerald
Ostroskie; standing Marty Gallagher,
Gerald Wuori, John Scibilia, Michael
Shevock, Sam Sculleat, Helene Kretchick
andBobZaavada.r, .//,/>,

Luzerne County Counselors Association
recently held their annual workshop meet­
ing at the Wyoming Valley Country Club.

George Ralston was honored as “Citizen
of the Year” for his many years of
dedicated service to students as dean at
Wilkes College. Gerald Ostroskie, treasurer
of LCCA and a former student of Dean
Ralston, made the presentation.

Also honored was Ruth Donohue for her
service to the Association, and Helene
Kretchick, former counselor, who retired
from Wyoming Area High School.
■ Charles Gallagher, a former president of
LCCA, was also honored posthumously for
h.s many years of service to students and
the Association. His son, Marty, and Mrs.
Charles (Catherine) Gallagher accepted 



Flood donates to 7-1-47
Wilkes scholarship fund

In tribute to Wilkes University
Dean Emeritus, Dr. George F.
Ralston, alumnus Stephen L.
Flood, of Wilkes-Barre, president
and C.E.O, of AAG International 
and Prospect Harbor Trading Co.,
Prospect Harbor, Maine, recently
donated $5,000 toward his self-ti­
tled scholarship fund at Wilkes.

The Stephen I
L. Flood ’66
Scholarship
Fund, estab­
lished In 1997,
honors the lead­
ership, guid­
ance and per­
sonal encour­
agement pro­
vided by Dr.
Ralston to Flood

Stephen L Flood

and the Wilkes
alumni who resided in Ashley
Hall. Flood’s recent donation
raised the value of the endow­
ment to $15,000.

A graduate of Devon Prepara­
tory School, In Devon, Pa., Flood
attended Wilkes and Villanova 
University, majoring In econom­

ics, with banking and finance. He
worked as controller and chief fi­
nancial officer of Wilkes Pool Cor­
poration; commercial loan officer
at Kingston National Bank; truck
route manager of Jewel Tea Com­
pany, and was honorably dis­
charged as a Sergeant with the
U.S. Army, 402nd Military Police
Prisoner-of-War Camp.

Flood has served as a Wilkes
council member for the past five
years; past president of Devon
Prep and Nanticoke Klwanls; and
former assistant chairman of the
Hanover Township Democratic
Party.

Flood Is a member of American
Legion Post 463, Plymouth; the
Pennsylvania Auctioneers Associ­
ation; Nature Conservancy; Na­
tional Trust for Historic Preserva­
tion; Sierra Club; National Arbor
Day Foundation U.S. Holocaust
Memorial Museum; National and
Greater Wyoming Valley Audubon
Society; NASH Car Club of Ameri­
ca; the Maine Lobster Owner’s As­
sociation and New Jersey Fair­
ness In Taxes Board.

Incorporated in 1972, AAG In­
ternational Is the largest auction
house and provider of Militaria
collectibles (from the 1700s to the
Vietnam War Era) In the world.

Clients include Hollywood
movie and TV production compa­
nies, national museums in Ameri­
ca, Britain, Russia, Poland,
France, and collectors. Prospect
Harbor Trading Corporation is
one of the largest independent
wholesalers of Maine lobsters in
the United States.



Constance Wynn, left, receives award from Debby Higgins,
right; center is Leo Solomon, former W-B Area superintendent

Gfy presents Distinguished Service Awards
Students representing Wilkes-

Barre schools and four adults rep­
resenting Luzerne County were
honored at the eighth annual City
of Wilkes-Barre Distinguished Ser­
vice Awards Wednesday.

Students in Bishop Hoban, Boyd
Dodson, GAR, E.L. Meyers, Leo
Solomon/Plains Memorial Junior
High and Regis Academy were
presented awards for outstanding
volunteerism. A total of 31 stu­
dents were acknowledged for 50 or
more hours spent volunteering at
various locations throughout
Greater Wyoming Valley.

Class Valedictorians, National
Merit Scholars and Leo Solomon
Awards were presented.

The Distinguished Service
Award for a graduate of any
Wilkes-Barre city school was pre­
sented to Meyers alumna Con­
stance Wynn for her many years
of outstanding service to area
youth and her community.

Wynn, a Wilkes-Barre native,
was presented with a specially-
designed coal carving commemo­
rating her honor. She also was
presented with a savings bond.
Ms. Wynn was nominated by The
Citizens’ Voice.

Receiving plaques in recognition
of their outstanding achievements
were Wyoming Valley West gradu­
ate Dr. Stephen H. Schoenholtz,
George F. Ralston, dean emeritus,
Wilkes University, and Monsignor
Andrew J. McGowan, a graduate
Hanover Area High School.

Schoenholtz is the son of Irving
and Shirley Schoenholtz, Kingston,
and is associate professor of
forestry at the University of Mis­
sissippi. He is an internationally
recognized authority on mine
reclamation and forestry.

Ralston has served Wilkes Uni­
versity and young persons from
the area for many years. He was
honored for assisting youth reach
their greatest potential over a 50-
year span.

Monsignor McGowan serves the
greater community as a member
of several boards of hospitals and
institutions of higher learning. He
also is chairman of the Commis­
sion on Economic Opportunity in
addition to representing the Dio­
cese of Scranton on boards and
organizations throughout the area.

The awards were the brainchild
of former Wilkes-Barre City May­
or Lee Namey, who established 

them eight years ago. They are
continued through the efforts of an
all-volunteer committee and the
City of Wilkes-Barre.

Two major sponsors are The Cit­
izens’ Voice and Dr. Richard Alley.

And, the school winners are:
Seth Kundrot, Lauren Cardoni,

Tara Alesezyk, Jonelle Malta, Jen­
nifer Marshall, Stephen
Mikolzjczyk, Angela Piekutowski,
Michele Rakshys, Ann Marie
Rudick, Jason Zoeller, Allison
Beck and Justine Ebert.

Other winners include: Brooke
Burden Anastasia (Stacey)
George, Erica Leo, Catherine
Camp, Ariel Grodon, Robert
Klubeck, Jill Liebman, Jeffrey
Mills, Shelley Procopio, Bradley
Satkowski and Craig Williams.

And, Jennifer Angelo, Katie
Bieryla, Emily Ciliberto, Kelley
Dougherty, Tina Marie Evans,
Renee Egan, Aimee Hontz,
Michelle Marchetti, Jennifer
Menendez, Dipali Patel, Jenny
Yuhas, Gina Zdanowcz, Rebecca
St. Pierre, Justin Rollins-Ruffin,
Kristin Baranoski, Sarah Borland,
Robinne Okrainski, Colleen
Owens, Kristy Reilly, Phillip
Loscombe and Kyle Zulkowski.



Member* of the Wyoming Valley Interfaith Council met to plan
the annual luncheon which will honor George Ralston of
Wilkes University. From left: Pauly Friedman, Sister Maureen
Harrison, the Rev. Robert Zanlcky, Monsignor Thomas Banlck,
Shawn Murphy, Mary Quinn.

Ralston to receive Interfaith award
George Ralston, special as­

sistant for alumni affairs at
Wilkes University, will receive
the Citation of Distinction from
the Wyoming Valley Interfaith
Council at its annual lun­
cheon. The affair will be held at
noon on Nov. 23 at the Ramada
Plaza Hotel, Public Square,
Wilkes-Barre.

The award is presented an­
nually to a person who has em­
bodied the virtues of tolerance,
problem-solving and commu­
nity-building.

During Ralston's tenure of
more than 50 years, he has
held many offices including 

athletic director, dean of men,
dean of student affairs, and
coach of the varsity football
team.

His community affiliations
include the YMCA in Wilkes-
Barre, Rotary Club, Salvation
Army, American Red Cross,
Wilkes-Barre General Hospital,
First Presbyterian Church of
Wilkes-Barre, and Wyoming
Valley Council of Churches.

Ralston and his wife, Helen,
are parents of four sons, all of
whom are graduates of Wilkes
University. To receive an invi­
tation to the luncheon, call
Temple B'nal B’rith, 287-9606.
I4^2T-L- (l-W-QX



Aides Briefed
Committees Are
Advisory in Nature

Members of the newly ap­
pointed committees of Wilkes-i
Barre Recreation Board learned
the functions of their commit­
tees at their first meeting with
the five-member recreation
board held in Weissman recrea­
tion rooms.

Dean George Ralston, board
chairman, presided *at the meet­
ing attended also by Mayor
Frank Slattery, City Parks Com­
missioner Edward J. White
Superintendent of Schools Wal­
ter C. Wood and Sally Jervis,
slated to become director of the
board July 1.

> It was clear the committees
are advisory in nature; members
are to conduct studies and in­
vestigations and make recom­
mendations to the recreation
board through committee chair­
men. Final decision in all cases
will rest with the board.

Committee members will be
given name tags to identify
them to playground personnel.

At a meeting- of the five-
member board which preceded
the general meeting the ques­
tion of baseball permits for city
diamonds was discussed. It was
agreed league schedules set for
this summer will remain un­
changed and a policy on permits
and fields will be formed at the
end of the summer.

In attendance as members of
the properties committee headed
by Raymond W. Tubridy were
Mrs. Mildred Richards, Mrs.
George Ritchie, John Reese,
Stanley Barnes.

Program and personnel com­
mittee headed by Walter Lis­
man, Mrs. Robert Kerr, Al Gold-
bert, William Weinbrecht, Ken­
neth Gray.

Planning Committee, George
Ralston, chairman; George
Jones. John Reese.
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GEORGE RALSTON TO PRESENT SECOND LECTURE IN
WILKES UNIVERSITY'S 60TH ANNIVERSARY SEMINAR

SERIES JANUARY 25

WILKES-BARRE -- George Ralston, dean of students emeritus at Wilkes, will present the

second lecture in the University's 60th Anniversary Series on Tuesday, January 25 at 7:30

p.m. in the lobby of the Dorothy Dickson Darte Center for the Performing Arts. Ralston

will be joined by former Director of Admissions, John Whitby and Engineering Professor

Emeritus, Cromwell Thomas for a panel discussion following his presentation.

Admission is free.

The series of five seminars presents the early history of Bucknell University

Junior College and Wilkes College through the recollections, anecdotes, and written

histories of former and current faculty, staff, trustees and students. Professor Emeritus,

Dr. Charles Reif, presented the first lecture in December.

A member of the Wilkes community since 1946, Ralston has served as dean of

men, dean of students, counselor, instructor and administrator. He currently serves as a



1ST ADD WILKES UNIVERSITY’S 60TH ANNIVERSARY LECTURE SERIES

as Bucknell University Junior College. Through his leadership of the War Services

Training Program, the the first engineering education program in the region was

established at Wilkes. Retired in 1975, Thomas remains widely known and respected for

his contribution to engineering education, his services to the Society for Professional

Engineers, and to his State and Country.

A native of Edwardsville, John Whitby joined the Navy which resulted in his

graduation from the Notre Dame Midshipman's School. He received a Master's Degree

from Columbia University and began his career at Wilkes College in 1947 as an

economics instructor. Whitby later joined the admissions staff and was named Dean of

Admissions in the early '60s. His service to the University during its formative years is

remembered tj<e in the legacy of fine students, now alumni, which he recruited.

Future seminars will include Professor Emeritus Joseph Salsburg who was a

student at Bucknell University Junior College as well as a faculty member at Wilkes, a

member of the Board of Trustees, and a discussion with the current and past presidents of

Wilkes. Admission is free. The public is invited to attend and learn how Wilkes

University began and grew to its present status.

■30- 011294



HONORED BY CIRCLE K — The Wilkes College Circle K Club
recently held a covered dish dinner foTDean George Ralston and
Peggy Jones of the College’s Student Affairs Department. The two
received plaques honoring them for the help that they have given
to Circle K.

The club's president, Debbie Pavlico, said, "Dean Ralston and
Miss Jones have been highly supportive of our club. I am sorry to
see the Dean leave his present post, but I am also happy that he
will continue to have ties with the College and its students." Ralston
will serve as special assistant to Alumni Relations and as Dean of
Student Affairs Emeritus. Pavlico also noted that Ralston’s support
was instrumental in the success of the Red Cross blood drives con­
ducted on campus, the annual wrestling tournaments, and numerous
other events throughout the years.

Shown from left, seated, Ralston, Pavlico, Laura View, Joe
Andes. Standing, Jones, Paul Nardone, Steve Morris, Philip Tuhy.



A DMINIS TRA TION DEAN RALSTON INDEP. , MAY 28, 1967

Members of the clergy of Wyoming Valley
were invited to attend a special meeting at
the Wilkes-Barre CPrps Citadel of The Sal­
vation Army on' Wednesday.

The purpose of the meeting was to fully
acquaint members of the vaious faiths with
the full scale social services of th? Salvation
Army, to discuss its specialized spiritual
ministry, with emphasis on serving the poor
and deprived,. primarily and its utilization of
Its religious activities for the continuing help
and improvement of people.

Plans for erecting a new citadel and com­
munity center in Wilkes-Barre to further this
work were also revealed and all present were
asked to serve on a special citizens committee
to help implement this objective and to help
enlist the aid of others.

George Ralston, dean of students at
Wilkes College, a member of the Salvation
Army advisory board and vice president of
the Wyoming Valley Council of Churches pre­
sided. He reported, from the 19G6 Salvation
Army annual report that the four corps and
one outpost and men’s social service center
of Wyoming Valley had served 12,487 persons 

with 127,337 units of service through 35 dif­
ferent types of services.

“Ninety percent of the people we served
are in no way connected with the Salvation
Army, as a religious organization,’’ he said.
“Further, of the 129 persons who sought
special spiritual help during the year, only
one became affiliated with the Army as a
member or-‘soldier.’ The rest were encouraged
to return to the churches in which they had
previously held membership,” Dean Ralston
explained.

Several programs of service to the poor
and deprived were discussed and the group
recommended that the Salvation Army might
be help! ul-in certain of them.

Pictured at the meeting, with Dean Ral­
ston, as he explained the annual report are,
left to. right, Rev. William A. Seaman, St.
Luke’s and Miners Charge Unit of the United
Church of Christ, Wilkes-Barre and Plains;
Rev. Howard G. Hartzell, executive secretary’
of the Wyoming Valley Council of Churches;
and Rev. Robert J. Lukens, pastor of the
Kingston Methodist Church and newly-elec­
ted president of the Wyoming Valley Council
of Churches.



FACULTY Dean Ralston Record, Sept 5, 1969

GEORGE RALSTON

Speaker at the kick-off din­
ner of Wyoming Valley Chap­
ter American Institute of Bank­
ing Wednesday night at 6:30 at
the Gus Genetti Hotel will be
George F. _ Ralston, dean of
students at Wilkes College.

Mr, Ralston, born in Harris­
burg. holds an AB degree from
the University of North Caro-

■lina and has done graduate
study at Harvard and Columbia
University. He has been a
member of the Wilkes College
faculty since 1916. He was di­
rector of athletics and dean of
men 20 years.

He is past president of
Wilkes-Barre 'Rotary, member
of First Presbyterian Church, |
director of Wilkes-Barre Gen- i
eral Hospital, YMCA, Red
Cross, Boy Scouts of America,
and the Salvation Army. Mr.
Ralston is married to the for­
mer Helen Bitier, a singer and
they have four sons.

Paul Nicholson, president of
the local chapter, announced a
large number of members is
expected to attend.



A DMIN1S TRA TION DEAN RALSTON INDEP. JUNE 11, 1967

UHonoreal
AT TESTIMONIAL—Physical committee of
the Central YMCA of Wilkes-Barre honored
Dean George Ralston of Wilkes College at a
testimonial dinner last week at Aldino’s Res­
taurant. Dean Ralston has been chairman of
the physical committee of the YMCA for the
past several years during which time many
improvements have been made in the physical

YMCA Group
plant. Principals at the affair included seated,
left to right—Stanley Barnes, Dean George
Ralston, George Brandt, general chairman of
the dinner; Ken Young, physical director.
Standing—Shep Pawling, Atty. Ray Sobota,
Tony Thomas,-rQuentin R. Walters, Robert
Anthony and Henry W. Schultz, committee
members.



103rd Y Dinner Held

irnoto oy ac? nonnun .'iiuaio.-j
Principals at 103rd annual dinner of Wilkes-Barre YMCA are shown at head table.
Seated, left to right: Mrs. Erci Planitzer, Everett Gilmore, State Y_ <v official; George

Ralston, YMCA president; Dr. T. K. Cureton, guest speaker.
Standing: Mrs. Harry L. Hickman, Mrs. George Krauss, executive1 director, Eric R.

Planitzer, general secretary; Rev. Thomas MacAdam, Harry L. Hickman,

150 Told Heart Ills
6Loafer?s Disease?

Approximately 150 persons attending 103rd annual meeting
of Wilkes-Barre YMCA last night heard a talk on the value of
exercise in health. Board members were elected and financial
reports made.

Frank Martz Henry was elect-’
; ed to a three-year term on the
. board. These men were reelected

for three-year terms: Herbert
L. Austin, J. Houston Day, John

. Mattern, Charles Maxwell, Rob-
1 ert Mebane, W. Gordon Williams
. and F. E. Parkhurst, 3rd. Elect­

ed to five-year terms were F.
Ellsworth Parkhurst and Fred­
erick Eck. Slate was presented
by J. Traver Nobel, chairman of
nominating committee which
consisted of Atty. John Morris,
John M. Moore and Wilbur A.
Myers.

George F. Ralston, president,
(welcomed guests and conducted
the annual business meeting.
Eric R. Planitzer, general secre­
tary, presented highlights of the
year and 'the financial report.

Dr. T. K. Cureton, physical
education professor, University
of Illinois, speaker, said the na­
tion is plagued with “unfitness”
because middle age today seems
to begin at the age of 26 when
most persons start to take it
easy and fail to exercise.

Dr. Cureton said it is the lack
of exercise and physical fitness
to lead to high blood pressure,
heart and related diseases. He
defined physical fitness as the
endurance to ward off stress.

To be physically fit, the

speaker explained, the mind and
body -.runt work together for it
is the mind which leads the body.

Being physically fit at youth,
Dr. Cureton explained, and fol­
lowing through but not so much
at later age helps a person fight
off stress and emotion.

Dr. Cureton explained vigor
must be,.cultivated and everyone
must establish a rythym of life
at all ages to be free from heart
ailments which he calls “loafers’
diseases.”

Dr. Cureton gave examples
how people of all ages can exer­
cise and cited YMCA programs
as the finest.

Rev. Thomas MacAdam, pas­
tor, First Welsh Presbyterian
Church, gave invocation and
benediction. Harry Hickman
was toastmaster. Piano selections
were presented by Anita Humep
and Robert Smurlo, Wilkes Col­
lege students.

W. Charles Maxwell was din­
ner chairman. Assisting were
Hickman, Ralston, Planitzer
Mattern, Edwin Lichtig.

Recognized were R. E. Bar-,
num, 82-year-old YMCA staff
worker, and R. H. Mitchell, a
YMCA member 75 years.

A buffet preceded the meeting
and lecture.
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Recreation Con ference Principals

Shown at the dinner meeting
on the opening day of the rec­
reation conference being held
in Hotel Sterling are, left to
right. Dean George Ralston,
chairman of Wilkes-Barre Rec­
reation Board: John B. Zerbe,
executive director, Wyoming 

reation Association; Frank W.
Dressier, executive director of
Water Resources Association of
Delaware River Basin, princi­
pal speaker: A. DeWitt Smith,
president of the area recrea­
tion association. About 150 at­
tended the first day’s sessions

Pennsylvania Recreation So
ciety being held as the Gover
nor’s Conference on Recrea
tion. This marks the first tim<
in 12 years for the conferenci
to be held away from th-
Pennsylvania State Universit’
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th© father
Fave dtecadles after Ihh arrival ©bd camptos,,

(Se©rg® Ralston, the “Father of Wilkes
Athletics/7 is honored. by the Mouiversity

By RANDY YANOSHAK
Citizens’Voice SportsWriter

.. . I’ll tell you the story,” George
CC< ~ Ralston says, settling back into
CO his favorite living room chair.

“It’s been told a thousand times.”
But the story Ralston tells — how he went

from being the youngest son of a dairy
farmer to a two-sport athlete at the Univer­
sity of North Carolina to a teacher at Forty
Fort High to the first athletic director and
football, basketball and baseball coach at
what now is Wilkes University — isn’t the
whole story.

The story that should be told is the story
Ralston, in all his modesty, will not tell, but 

the weather is warm — still rides his bike
around town, still goes to work in his office
at Wilkes’ Alumni House and still is as
vibrant, dynamic and entertaining as he
was when he left Forty Fort High in 194G to
join BJC as a counselor for World War II
veterans looking to attend college.

Fifty unexpected years later — “I didn’t
think I’d be there a year. I thought I’d save
money and then go back to school,” he says
— Ralston was honored for his considerable
contributions to Wilkes.

“One gentleman,” Helen recalls, “said
(Wednesday) night, ‘It’s hard to imagine

Sunday

George Ralston smiles as Wilkes
reads a citation honoring Ralston’s
player was offered scholarships by Georgia,
Syracuse and Rhode Island, but was per­
suaded by a Wilkes alum to visit Wilkes dur­
ing the spring of 1954, when he was to meet

The Sunday Voice/V/arren Ruda

University president Dr. Chris Breiseth
50 years of service to the school

hadn’t guided me, if you hadn’t shown me
the way, if you hadn't loaned me the money
for next semester,' which he did numerous
times for students. Then, eventually, when-



cannot wait to tell.
The story that should be told is the one

about how George Francis Ralston, Dean
Emeritus, the “Father of Athletics at
Wilkes,” changed lives, influenced futures
and molded students.

“George is with me every day of my life,"
says Dr. Ron Reseigno, a New York City
native who turned down football scholarship
offers to come play at Wilkes and who later
became a California schools superintendant
and a world-renown proponent of computers
in education.

“That's the impression he had on me. He
was my mentor, my coach and my father.
He saw things in me that 1 didn’t see in
myself. Almost every day of my life, what­
ever I do, I’m impacted by the association I
had with George Ralston.”

Just like the Wilkes community was
impacted by Ralston’s 50-year association
with what used to be Bucknell Junior Col­
lege.

To commemorate Ralston’s five decades
of service — as athletic director, coach,
Dean of Men, Dean of Student Affairs, Dean
Emeritus and, now, Special Assistant for
Alumni Affairs — Wilkes University award­
ed Ralston with an honorary Doctor of Sci­
ence degree Thursday, giving the man
dubbed “Mr. Wilkes” the right to be called
“Dr. Wilkes.”

“Everyone you talk to about Dr. Ralston
comments on how thoroughly devoted he
was to the students,” says Wilkes Universi­
ty president Dr. Chris Breiseth. “There’s no
one who knows as many alumni as Dean
Ralston. He remembers them with vivid
detail and the kind of care and concern typ­
ical of Wilkes. That’s typical of Wilkes
because George Ralston is the one who
established that tradition.”

Neck and heart surgery over the past few
years haven’t sapped any of the vitality
from the 79-year-old Ralston, who — when 

have made such a lasting impression on so
many people that they just rally around
George.’

“If they’re in from out of town, they call.
It is a very unusual thing because it isn't
anything he did to get all of this love and
affection. It’s just him. It’s just the way he
is. That strikes a chord with people. People
don’t like fakery and they never found it in
George as a coach or a dean.”

“1 could tell," says former Wilkes football
and wrestling star Marv Antinnes, who
played on Ral­
ston’s last foot­
ball team,
“right from the
first time I met
him face to face
that he was
somebody who,
if you needed
help or guid­
ance or direc­
tion, you could
very easily go to
him and feel
very at ease by
talking with
him. He normal­
ly gave you the
right guidance
most of the
time. I can’t say
enough about
him. He was a
big influence on
my life.”

As he was on
most people’s.

Reseigno, for
instance: Born
in Manhattan
but raised in the
Bronx, the All­
City football

“George told me I had to meet him at 8 in
the morning at Butler Hall,” Reseigno says.
“I thought to myself, ‘How in Sam Hill am I
going to get there at 8 in the morning?’ I
didn’t know where Pennsylvania was. I took
a Martz Line bus and arrived at the square
in Wilkes-Barre at 7, then I found Butler
Hall. I walked into his office and he had his
shorts on, with his socks and his garters for
his socks. That’s all. That’s how I met
George Ralston. That was the beginning of a
very productive and fruitful relationship.”

This week
was a week for
old friends,
cherished
r e m e m -
brances and
fond stories as
ex-players,
students and
acquaintances
met to cele­
brate Ral-
s t o n ’ s
honorary
degree.

“So many
people said the
other night, ‘I
never would
have been at
Wilkes if it
hadn’t been
for him.’ ”
says Ralston's
wife of 32
years, Helen.
“Others said,
‘I never would
have graduat­
ed from.
Wilkes if it
hadn’t been
for you, if you 

Courtesy of Wilkes University

George Ralston leading his Wilkes cheer

tne Ktna oi person mai muse smireius >n.tv
dealing with and they knew they could come
to him with anything and he would help."

In the years before NCAA sanctions and
everpresent scholarship money, Ralston’s
charity toward his players was both accept­
ed graciously and needed.

“Everybody and anybody who ever need­
ed it, George was there for them," says Al
Nicholas, a 1955 Wilkes grad who played
four years of football under' Ralston and
recently retired back to Kingston. “It just
happened. You had a few people who didn’t
have any money, but they wanted to play
ball. George took care of them and gave
them cash if they needed. He always did.
Talk about scholarships? He gave a lot of
scholarships, but he paid for them out of his
own pocket.”

“It was almost impossible (to pay for
school), but George was there," Reseigno
says. “I had every job the university could
offer. I did everything I could. He was the
glue that kept me there. ...Finally, we made
it through. God only knows how we did it,
but we made it through.”

After coming to Wilkes, Reseigno lived in
Butler Hall next to Ralston, who at the lime
was Dean of Men. Next door was his football
coach, but Reseigno took advantage of other-
benefits.

“I had the same clothes size as his,”
Reseigno recalls. “If I wanted a pair of
shoes, I’d go into his room and get a pair of
his. If I wanted a shirt, I’d go get his. Or a
suit or a tie I’d go get one of his. God,
there were so many good times.”

“When we were going to Wilkes,”
Nicholas says, “he had a convertible and we
used to steal it and take it for a ride, but he
knew it. He never told us, but he knew we’d
steal it.”

If generosity and benevolence were Ral­
ston's hallmarks, his bicycle was his trade­
mark.



Spotlight

Ralston rode his bikes — “I’ve only ever
had four of them,” he says — just about
everywhere he went from his home in a neat
residential neighborhood in South Wilkes-
Barre. To meetings, practices, work —
wherever more often than not Ralston
would be getting there on his bike.

“I don’t ride it hard,” Ralston says.
“That’s my transportation because it’s
cheap. You don’t have to put any gasoline in
those. 1 don’t do it for exercise. It’s trans­
portation.”

It also became a symbol that the Wilkes
students recognized and identified as some­
thing genuinely Ralston’s.

“George used to play Santa Claus every
Christmas for a big party in the gym,”
Helen remembers. “One year, he parked his
bike up at Weckesser Hall in a place where
he always parked his bike. He went out to
get it one day to ride it over to Rotary or
something, and it was gone.

“Horror! Such a thing!” Helen says, a
smile spreading across her face. “How
could this happen to George Ralston?
Everybody knows that’s his bike. It was
determined that it wasn’t a Wilkes student
who took his bicycle. It was out and out
stolen by some kid who saw it there and off
the bike went. So when George played San­
ta Claus that Christmas, after he presented
his gifts, the student body presented him a
new bicycle.”

A charitable gesture, to be sure — the
Wilkes student body actually bought Ralston
another bike later — but it’s one that he
returned exponentially.

“I don’t think there’s anybody who ever
went to Wilkes,” says former Wilkes
wrestling coach John Reese, who succeeded
Ralston as AD, “who can’t look back and

burg, where they worked a dairy farm. He
went to North Carolina, where he starred as
a center on the football team and a pitcher
on the baseball team, and graduated in 1910
with a degree in biology.

Two days after graduating from college,
he came to Forty Fort High as an English
teacher and a football and basketball coach,
but after the Japanese bombing of Pearl
Harbor he enlisted in the Army. He spent
four decorated years, spending most of his
time in Africa and then in the South Pacific,
during which he earned two purple hearts
and ascended to the rank of major.

Ralston returned to Forty Fort in 1916,
then went to Wilkes in June when Dr.
Eugene S. Farley asked him to come to BJC
to counsel returning veterans. The nexl
year. Farley approached Ralston with plans
to start athielic teams and Wilkes, and Rai
ston’s storied Wilkes athletic career began.

The father of four sons, all Wilkes gradu
ates — David, 49; John, 39; Tom, 38; an<
James, 31 — Ralston served on the execu
tive boards of 15 different organizations
including General Hospital, the Wilkes
Barre YMCA, Salvation Army and Reu
Cross. He also is religiously devout “Any
place I can go to say a good word for Jesus
Christ, well, I’ll do it,” he says — and is a
member of the First Presbyterian Church in
Wilkes-Barre.

Helen is an Ashley High and 1952 Wilkes
grad who taught music at Wilkes from 1952-
56 before leaving to concentrate on giving
private lessons.

But just like Helen admits she knew the
first time she met George that she wanted to
spend her life around hirn, so did most
everyone else.

“You must think I was nuts to come to
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influenced their life, some memory or story
about him. Everyone ever associated with
the college always remembers him.”

Especially his old players.
“He told one story about when he was a

young boy on the farm,” Antinnes remem­
bers. “He said he was up on a ladder paint­
ing the roof and peak of their barn and his
father needed the ladder. So he yelled to his
father, ‘Send me up a hammer and a big
spike.’ His father sent up a hammer and a
spike, then he nailed the spike into the barn,
his father took away the ladder and he fin­
ished painting while he was hanging onto
the nail. They’re shaggy dog stories, but
they’re funny.”

“He had these old, folksy stories that
were hard to believe,” Rescigno says,
remembering the same story, “but he had a
sense of humor it. You had to listen to him.”

Listening is half the fun:
“My favorite George Ralston story is

about him as a coach,” Breiseth remem­
bers. “I was in Los Angeles meeting with a
group of alumni and I told them a story
about when one of his players was knocked
out and he was lying there on the ground
and Coach Ralston came out and said,
‘You’re embarrassing us. Get up and get
back in there and play.’ Ron Rescigno says,
'That was me.’ ”

“I remember the time we were in the
locker room at the park and I took his shoes
from him,” Rescigno says. “He had a
speaking engagement at the Rotary or the
Kiwanis or the YMCA or something, and I
took his shoes, but he wouldn’t commit to
saying that someone took his shoes. He got
dressed in his suit and tie, put his cleats
back on, walked out and never looked
back.”

“He once was bragging that he could put
a belt on his chest and tighten it up,”
Antinnes remembers, “then expand his

chest and break the belt. And he did it. He
was small, but a strong little guy. He was a
center at North Carolina, so he had to be
pretty tough.”

Ralston tries to downplay the influence he
has had on people.

“I wanted to say to them several times,
‘How can you folks come back and be so loy­
al when I was pretty much a scamp in a lot
of ways?’ ’’ Ralston says. “I was tough on
them in athletics. I don’t think any of the
people today work as hard as we did back
then. They were hard-nosed people. They
paid the price.”

But they did it willingly for a man they
feared, respected and loved.

“When he was coaching me, I was
amazed because if he told you to run four
laps, he ran all four with the team,”
Antinnes said. “If he said to do 50 push-ups,
up he did 50 push-ups. He led all the calis­
thenics and he could do them all. That
always amazed me. I could never do them
when I was coaching, but he did. He’s what
you’d call a real, good old-fashioned football
coach who didn’t ask you to do anything he
wouldn’t or couldn’t do, and he could prove
it, too.”

“We were playing football at St. Francis
College and I broke my nose,” Nicholas
says. “I came out of the game bleeding, and
he straightened it out and said, ‘Get back in
there, now.’ I went back in.”

The moments leap from the mental pages
of history when Ralston starts thinking
about his coaching past:

There’s Ralston’s first football team —
the 1947 squad — which went 6-0 behind
what came to be known as the famed “Sev­

Stadium. They beat us 41-35.
There was the 1949 team - “With all due

respect, I don't think any team would match
up with our 1919 team,” Ralston says after
considering the other championship Wilkes
squads through the years. The 39-0 win
Wilkes posted over what was an undefeated
Ursinus team in 1957.

In between were 11 years of Ralston’s
football coaching career, when he led the
Colonels to a 41-32-4 mark, 10 years of bas­
ketball coaching (76-109) and five years of
baseball (24-16). A proponent of the old sin­
gle-wing offense, Ralston still has the index
cards with his offensive and defensive plays
in the history-rich office he built in his
home.

Just like in the classroom, Ralston never
accepted anything less than total effort on
the athletic fields, but winning wasn’t
always the goal.

“Winning or losing wasn’t everything at
Wilkes,” Rescigno says. “The whole idea of
how you played the game, what respect you
brought to the game, that’s what he provid­
ed. That was the philosophy of life he com­
mitted you to. When you play the game of
life, it wasn't about whether you win or lose,
it’s not what what you take out, it’s what
you give back. That philosophy was his, and
it became Wilkes’ ”

Born in Harrisonburg, Va., Ralston
moved with his family to suburban Harris-

George Ralston with his trademark bicycle
Courfesy of Wilkes University

en Blocks of Anthracite.” He can’t forget
the 1948 Wilkes-Rider game at the old Huber
Stadium in Plymouth: “Many people will
tell you the greatest football game they’ve
ever seen in the Wyoming Valley was
Wilkes versus Rider College in that Huber

Hueneine School District in suburban Lais

Angeles to be president and CEO of
EduLink, a company designed to promote
the use of computers in classrooms around
the world.

“I came because of George. As you get
older, there’s not many things that matter
in life. Money, rank, position — that doesn’t
matter. What matters is the personal rela­
tionships that you develop over (he years.
Although I’ve been gone from Wilkes many,
many years and 1 haven’t been as diligent
as I should have in terms of keeping in touch
with George, the relationship I developed in
my mind and my heart has stayed with me.
That's what's important. That’s what life is
all about."

College particularly Wilkes University
— is about personal relationships between
student and faculty, Ralston says, the kind
of personal relationships that he had with
his students and the kind that he hopes the
university will continue having.

“I hope they will continue to reach and
have relationships with the individual,” Rai
ston says. "To me, that's the essence of the
whole thing, the whole simple, plain idea
that at one end of the log is a teacher and at
the other is a student. That's what college is
about.”

The name George Ralston strikes many a
sentimental chord among Wilkes alumni,
faculty and students, even now, 11 years
after he retired as Dean of Students. But
while he has been forced to leave the every­
day Wilkes workings, he still is a vital part
of the community as an alumni representa­
tive.

No one who ever dealt with Dr. Wilkes
ever will forget his touches.

“George was the Spring,” Rescigno says.
“He was the wind that blew in from the
west, by God. He was the spirit of Wilkes.”
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Meals on Wheels recipients. I
When they arrived at a woman’s
house to deliver a meal, they
saw the cards on top of her TV.

“I enjoy my life, because I am
doing things that fulfill me and

. give me pleasure,” Smith said.
... -J

1 Ralston molded men Into
champion football players on
the Wilkes University field that

i now bears his name.
But Ralston, who retired in

1986 after 40 years as the insti­
tution's dean of student affairs,
said, “the thing that I'm proud­
est of is my work with students.
Guiding their personal lives and
career goals."

*=• It wasn’t his career ambition.
He wanted to play professional
sports, but he said he wasn't
good enough. Instead, Ralston
used his.skill on the baseball
diamond and the gridiron at the
University of North Carolina to

toeam a bachelor's degree in biol­
ogy in 1940. He planned to
become a doctor.

World War n intervened.
After the years of fighting, he
took a job at Wilkes, then
known as Bucknell Junior Col­
lege, counseling his fellow veter­
ans on what courses they
should take.

Some students wanted to
form a football team and asked
him to coach. At 28, Ralston was
still living in a dormitory himself
but led them to an undefeated
first season.

He was offered the job of
dean a few months later. Ralston
also coached baseball and bas­
ketball and was the university’s
first athletic director. He met his
wife, Helen, while she was
studying at the university to
become a soloist singer. Each of
the couple’s four sons graduated
from Wilkes.

Ralston finally became a doc­
tor last year, when he was
awarded an honorary doctorate
from the university.

Setting a tone for
generations to come
By JERRY BERRIOS .nd DAVID J. RADS 'f.L-
Times Leader Staff Writers (^71071+-

Loulse Smith’s legacy to her grandchildren is a life­
time of community service.

George Ralston abandoned a professional sports
career to spend 40 years shaping the careers of college
students.

And retired nurse Evelyn Eek’s children went on to
become a doctor, a biology teacher, a nurse and an
industrial scientist

These are just a few examples of the way today’s
seniors have influenced our destiny In the decades to
come.

• • •

Smith, 68, serves as the volunteer coordinator of the
Greater Pittston Meals on Wheels, is a 30-ycar board
member of the West Pittston library and is active in her
church and other social clubs.

"I hope I have set a good example for them to give of
themselves," said Smith, of West Pittston.

Her eight grandchildren appear to have taken the cue.
Smith said they have helped Meals on Wheels and assist­
ed the library.

Smith recalls a time when they made Easter cards for

■ See TONE, Page 5A
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Loulso Smith, tho volunteer coordinator
for tho Greater Pittston Meals on Whools,
said oho wants to set a good example for
her eight grandchildren.
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I p's tricl^ffec tors
I ty-jjkes-Barre Recreation Com
|mi,eion ai a meeting yesterda:
|aflgrnoon named playground per
lso/jnel to direct activities or
[\jfllkes-Barre City playground
L/iis summer. It was noted afte
|thc meeting the appointment
(were made on the basis of exper
fence, aptitude and recommenda
tions and followed interviews tha*
began the first of the year am
ended March 17, the last day fo
applications and interview.

Eleven young men and sevep
young women wore appointed ti
Leader I positions paying $2 an
hour. These appointees were re
quired to have two years of col
lege and n year’s successful ex
perience as a playground leader
Named Leader 1 were Carol Dav
import, Gerald Stinson, Bernard
Prcvuznak, Jean Marie Neff
Carol Rhinos, Carol Wetzel, Bet
sey Tubridy, Barbara Acacic
Ruth Newman. John Nagle, Rob
ert Januszko, Robert Betzler, Mi
rhael Habib. Charles Craze
Leonard Stavish, Glenn Johnsom
Bernard Chandler and Michae
Moses.

Named Leader 2, to receive
$1.50 an hour, were 11 younjj
women and seven young men
Joseph Hurley, Kay Mosscrsmith
Mary Iwicki, Mary Lou Pauly
Sandra Fritzinger, Mary Denlsi*
Kane, Marilyn C. Davis, Edwan
Endler, Sandra Rossi, Charle|
iRomane. Thomas Rushtom
Rachel B. Davis, Edmund O'Neill
iJudith K. Huey, Barbara Altman
Thomas R. Wynn. Susan Hoeff
iner, Stephen Goodsir.

To qualify for Leader 2 posi
lion, applicants must have had t
high-school diploma, experienct
in volunteer leadership of group
and experience in recreation ac
Itivities.

In addition to leaders, the com
frnission named four district di
Sectors to supervise activities
Ithree leaders for Playland oi
IPublic Square, and a mainte
dance supervisor. Named distric
directors were Bernard Cobb
Tames Dunn, James Igoe am
William Kelly. Evelyn Schmit
was appointed director of Play
and, to be assisted by Margate
M. Balz and Marilyn'Wilcox.

Kenneth Smith was namei
maintenance supervisor for thi
summer playground season. Las
week Parks Commissioner Ed
.vard J. White offered the use oi»
< truck and a crew of three tc|
rour men to assist Smith in thti
maintenance program of play-i
ground areas in the city.

George Ralston presided alJ
yesterday’s meeting, which fob
owed a four-hour conference
teld last week in Weissman Rec­
reation Room at which more

IGO applications were,



QUICKI-NOTE
to. Dean George F. Ralston

date 3-25-66 19

print of yourself for use in connection with Qonference

Publicity.

Please use the enclosed envelope to send me a glossy



atlight
Ralston rode his bikes — "I’ve only ever

had four of them," he says — just about
everywhere he went from his home in a neat
residential neighborhood in South Wilkes-
Barre. To meetings, practices, work —
wherever more often than not Ralston
would be getting there on his bike.

"I don’t ride it hard," Ralston says.
"That’s my transportation because it’s
cheap. You don’t have to put any gasoline in
those. I don’t do it for exercise. It’s trans­
portation."

It also became a symbol that the Wilkes
students recognized and identified as some­
thing genuinely Ralston’s.

"George used to play Santa Claus every
Christmas for a big party in the gym,"
Helen remembers. "One year, he parked his
bike up at Weckesser Hall in a place where
he always parked his bike. He went out to
get it one day to ride it over to Rotary or
something, and it was gone.

"Horror! Such a thing!" Helen says, a
smile spreading across her face. "How
could this happen to George Ralston?
Everybody knows that’s his bike. It was
determined that it wasn’t a Wilkes student
who took his bicycle. It was out and out
stolen by some kid who saw it there and off
the bike went. So when George played San­
ta Claus that Christmas, after he presented
his gifts, the student body presented him a
new bicycle.”

A charitable gesture, to be sure — the
Wilkes student body actually bought Ralston
another bike later — but it’s one that he
returned exponentially.
- "I don’t think there’s anybody who ever

went to Wilkes," says former Wilkes
wrestling coach John Reese, who succeeded
Ralston as AD, "who can’t look back and
tell something about him, some way he
influenced their life, some memory or story
about him. Everyone ever associated with
the college always remembers him.”

Especially his old players.
"He told one story about when he was a

young boy on the farm," Antinnes remem­
bers. “He said he was up on a ladder paint­
ing the roof and peak of their barn and his
father needed the ladder. So he yelled to his
father, ’Send me up a hammer and a big
spike.’ His father sent up a hammer and a
spike, then he nailed the spike into the barn,
his father took away the ladder and he fin­
ished painting while he was hanging onto
the nail. They’re shaggy dog stories, but
they’re funny."

"He had these old, folksy stories that
were hard to believe,” Rescigno says,
remembering the same story, “but he had a
sense of humor it. You had to listen to him.”

Listening is half the fun:
“My favorite George Ralston story is

about him as a coach,” Breiseth remem­
bers. “I was in Los Angeles meeting with a
group of alumni and I told them a story
about when one of his players was knocked
out and he was lying there on the ground
and Coach Ralston came out and said,
'You’re embarrassing us. Get up and get
back in there and play.’ Ron Rescigno says,
‘That was me.’ ”

“I remember the time we were in the
locker room at the park and I took his shoes
from him,” Rescigno says. “He had a
speaking engagement at the Rotary or the
Kiwanis or the YMCA or something, and I
took his shoes, but he wouldn’t commit to
saying that someone took his shoes. He got
dressed in his suit and tie, put his cleats
back on, walked out and never looked
back.”

“He once was bragging that he could put
a belt on his chest and tighten it up,"
Antinnes remembers, "then expand his

George Ralston with his trademark bicycle
Courtesy of Wilkes University

chest and break the belt. And he did it. He
was small, but a strong little guy. He was a
center at North Carolina, so he had to be
pretty tough."

Ralston tries to downplay the influence he
has had on people.

“I wanted to say to them several times,
‘How can you folks come back and be so loy­
al when I was pretty much a scamp in a lot
of ways?’ ’’ Ralston says. “I was tough on
them in athletics. I don’t think any of the
people today work as hard as we did back
then. They were hard-nosed people. They
paid the price."

But they did it willingly for a man they
feared, respected and loved.

“When he was coaching me, I was
amazed because if he told you to run four
laps, he ran all four with the team,"
Antinnes said. “If he said to do 50 push-ups,
up he did 50 push-ups. He led all the calis­
thenics and he could do them all. That
always amazed me. I could never do them
when I was coaching, but he did. He’s what
you’d call a real, good old-fashioned football
coach who didn't ask you to do anything he
wouldn’t or couldn’t do, and he could prove
it, too.”

“We were playing football at St. Francis
College and I broke my nose," Nicholas
says. “I came out of the game bleeding, and
he straightened it out and said, ‘Get back in
there, now.’ I went back in.”

The moments leap from the mental pages
of history when Ralston starts thinking
about his coaching past:

There’s Ralston’s first football team —
the 1947 squad — which went 6-0 behind
what came to be known as the famed "Sev­

en Blocks of Anthracite." He can't forget
the 1948 Wilkes-Rider game at the old Huber
Stadium in Plymouth: “Many people will
tell you the greatest football game they’ve
ever seen in the Wyoming Valley was
Wilkes versus Rider College in that Huber
Stadium. They beat us 41-35."

There was the 19-19 team — "With all due
respect, I don’t think any team would match
up with our 1949 team," Ralston says after
considering the other championship Wilkes
squads through the years. The 39-0 win
Wilkes posted over what was an undefeated
Ursinus team in 1957.

In between were 11 years of Ralston's
football coaching career, when he led the
Colonels to a 41-32-4 mark, 10 years of bas­
ketball coaching (76-109) and five years of
baseball (24-16). A proponent of the old sin­
gle-wing offense, Ralston still has the index
cards with his offensive and defensive plays
in the history-rich office he built in his
home.

Just like in the classroom, Ralston never
accepted anything less than total effort on
the athletic fields, but winning wasn’t
always the goal.

“Winning or losing wasn’t everything at
Wilkes,” Rescigno says. “The whole idea of
how you played the game, what respect you
brought to the game, that’s what he provid­
ed. That was the philosophy of life he com­
mitted you to. When you play the game of
life, it wasn’t about whether you win or lose,
it’s not what what you take out, it’s what
you give back. That philosophy was his, and
it became Wilkes’ ”

Bom in Harrisonburg, Va., Ralston
moved with his family to suburban Harris­

burg, where they worked a dairy farm. He
went to North Carolina, where he starred as
a center on the football team and a pitcher
on the baseball team, and graduated in 1940
with a degree in biology.

Two days after graduating from college,
he came to Forty Fort High as an English
teacher and a football and basketball coach,
but after the Japanese bombing of Pearl
Harbor he enlisted in the Army. He spent
four decorated years, spending most of his
time in Africa and then in the South Pacific,
during which he earned two purple hearts
and ascended to the rank of major.

Ralston returned to Forty Fort in 1946,
then went to Wilkes in June when Dr.
Eugene S. Farley asked him to come to B.JC
to counsel returning veterans. The next
year, Farley approached Ralston with plans
to start athletic teams and Wilkes, and Ral­
ston’s storied Wilkes athletic career began.

The father of four sons, all Wilkes gradu­
ates — David, 49; John, 39; Tom, 38; and
James. 31 — Ralston served on the execu­
tive boards of 15 different organizations,
including General Hospital, the Wilkes-
Barre YMCA, Salvation Army and Red
Cross. He also is religiously devout — "Any 
place I can go to say a good word for Jesus
Christ, well, I'll do it," he says — and is a
member of the First Presbyterian Church in
Wilkes-Barre.

Helen is an Ashley High and 1952 Wilkes
grad who taught music at Wilkes from 1952-
56 before leaving to concentrate on giving
private lessons.

But just like Helen admits she knew the
first time she met George that she wanted to
spend her life around him, so did most
everyone else.

"You must think I was nuts to come to
Wilkes," says Rescigno, who recently
retired as Superintendanl of Schools In
Hueneme School District in suburban Los
Angeles to be president and CEO of
EduLink, a company designed to promote
the use of computers in classrooms around
the world.

"I came because of George. As you get
older, there’s not many things that matter
in life. Money, rank, position — that doesn’t
matter. What matters is the personal rela­
tionships that you develop over the years.
Although I’ve been gone from Wilkes many,
many years and I haven't been as diligent
as I should have in terms of keeping in touch
with George, the relationship I developed in
my mind and my heart has stayed with me.
That's what’s important. That’s what life is
all about."

College — particularly Wilkes University
— is about personal relationships between
student and faculty, Ralston says, the kind
of personal relationships that he had with
his students and the kind that he hopes the
university will continue having.

“I hope they will continue to reach and
have relationships with the individual,” Ral­
ston says. “To me, that's the essence of the
whole thing, the whole simple, plain idea
that at one end of the log is a teacher and at
the other is a student. That’s what college is
about.”

The name George Ralston strikes many a
sentimental chord among Wilkes alumni,
faculty and students, even now, Il years
after he retired as Dean of Students. But
while he has been forced to leave the every­
day Wilkes workings, he still is a vital part
of the community as an alumni representa­
tive.

No one who ever dealt with Dr. Wilkes
ever will forget his touches.

“George was the Spring,” Rescigno says.
"He was the wind that blew in from the
west, by God. He was the spirit of Wilkes."
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Honoring
the father
Five decades after his arrival on campus,

George Ralston, the “Father off Wilkes
Athletics,” is honored by the university

By RANDY YANOSHAK
Citizens’Voice SportsWriter

I’ll tell you the story," George
Ralston says, settling back into

OO his favorite living room chair.
“It’s been told a thousand times."

But the story Ralston tells — how he went
from being the youngest son of a dairy
farmer to a two-sport athlete at the Univer­
sity of North Carolina to a teacher at Forty
Fort High to the first athletic director and
football, basketball and baseball coach at
what now is Wilkes University — isn’t the
whole story.

The story that should be told is the story
Ralston, in all his modesty, will not tell, but
the one that the people who have known him
cannot wait to tell.

The story that should be told is the one
about how George Francis Ralston, Dean
Emeritus, the “Father of Athletics at

the weather is warm — still rides his bike
around town, still goes to work in his office
at Wilkes' Alumni House and still is as
vibrant, dynamic and entertaining as he
was when he left Forty Fort High in 1916 to
join BJC as a counselor for World War II
veterans looking to attend college.

Fifty unexpected years later — "I didn't
think I’d be there a year. I thought I’d save
money and then go back to school," he says
— Ralston was honored for his considerable
contributions to Wilkes.

“One gentleman,” Helen recalls, “said
(Wednesday) night, ‘It’s hard to imagine
how a man so quiet and so humble could
have made such a lasting impression on so
many people that they just rally around
George.’

“If they’re in from out of town, they call.

Tho Sunday Voico/Warron Ruda
George Ralston smilos as Wilkes University president Dr. Chris Breisoth
reads a citation honoring Ralston’s 50 years of service to the school
player was offered scholarships by Georgia,
Syracuse and Rhode Island, but was per­
suaded by a Wilkes alum to visit Wilkes dur­
ing the spring of 1954, when he was to meet
the engaging football coach.

"George told me I had to meet him at 8 in
the morning at Butler Hall," Rescigno says.
"I thought to myself, ‘How in Sam Hill am I
going to get there at 8 in the morning?’ I

hadn’t guided me, if you hadn’t shown me
the way, if you hadn't loaned me the money
for next semester,' which he did numerous
times for students. Then, eventually, when­
ever they could, they’d pay us back. That’s
the kind of person that those students were
dealing with and they knew they could come
to him with anything and he would help."

In the years before NCAA sanctions and
Wilkes," changed lives, influenced futures
and molded students.

“George is with me every day of my life,”
says Dr. Ron Rescigno, a New York City
native who turned down football scholarship
offers to come play at Wilkes and who later
became a California schools superintendant
and a world-renown proponent of computers
in education.

“That’s the impression he had on me. He
was my mentor, my coach and my father.
He saw things in me that I didn't see in
myself. Almost every day of my life, what­
ever I do, I’m impacted by the association I
had with George Ralston."

Just like the Wilkes community was
impacted by Ralston’s 50-year association
with what used to be Bucknell Junior Col­
lege.

To commemorate Ralston’s five decades
of service — as athletic director, coach,
Dean of Men, Dean of Student Affairs, Dean
Emeritus and, now, Special Assistant for
Alumni Affairs — Wilkes University award­
ed Ralston with an honorary Doctor of Sci­
ence degree Thursday, giving the man
dubbed "Mr. Wilkes” the right to be called
“Dr. Wilkes.”

“Everyone you talk to about Dr. Ralston
comments on how thoroughly devoted he
was to the students,” says Wilkes Universi­
ty president Dr. Chris Breiseth. “There’s no
one who knows as many alumni as Dean
Ralston. He remembers them with vivid
detail and the kind of care and concern typ­
ical of Wilkes. That’s typical of Wilkes
because George Ralston is the one who
established that tradition.”

Neck and heart surgery over the past few
years haven’t sapped any of the vitality
from the 79-year-old Ralston, who — when

It is a very unusual thing because it isn't
anything he did to get all of this love and
affection. It's just him. It's just the way he
is. That strikes a chord with people. People
don’t like fakery and they never found it in
George as a coach or a dean."

"I could tell," says former Wilkes football
and wrestling star Man’ Antinnes, who
played on Ral­
ston’s last foot­
ball team,
“right from the
first time I met
him face to face
that he was
somebody who,
if you needed
help or guid­
ance or direc­
tion, you could
very easily go to
him and feel
very at ease by
talking with
him. He normal­
ly gave you the
right guidance
most of the
time. I can’t say
enough about
him. He was a
big influence on
my life.”

As he was on
most people’s.

Rescigno, for
instance: Born
in Manhattan
but raised in the
Bronx, the All­
City football

didn't know where Pennsylvania was. I took
a Martz Line bus and arrived at the square
in Wilkes-Barre at 7, then I found Butler
Hall. I walked into his office and he had his
shorts on, with his socks and his garters for
his socks. That’s all. That's how I met
George Ralston. That was the beginning of a
very productive and fruitful relationship."

This week
was a week for
old friends,
cherished
r e m e m -
brances and
fond stories as
ex-players,
students and
acquaintances
met to cele­
brate Ral-
s t o n ’ s
honorary
degree.

"So many
people said the
other night, ‘I
never would
have been at
Wilkes if it
hadn’t been
for him.' ”
says Ralston’s
wife of 32
years, Helen.
“Others said,
‘I never would
have graduat­
ed from
Wilkes if it
hadn't been
for you, if you

Courtesy of Wilkes University
George Ralston leading his Wilkes cheer

everpresent scholarship money, Ralston's
charity toward his players was both accept­
ed graciously and needed.

"Everybody and anybody who ever need­
ed it, George was there for them," says Al
Nicholas, a 1955 Wilkes grad who played
four years of football under Ralston and
recently retired back to Kingston. “It just
happened. You had a few people who didn’t
have any money, but they wanted to play
ball. George took care of them and gave
them cash if they needed. He always did.
Talk about scholarships? He gave a lot of
scholarships, but he paid for them out of his
own pocket.”

"It was almost impossible (to pay for
school), but George was there," Rescigno
says. "I had every job the university could
offer. I did everything I could. He was the
glue that kept me there. ...Finally, we made
it through. God only knows how we did it,
but we made it through."

After coming to Wilkes, Rescigno lived in
Butler Hall next to Ralston, who at the time
was Dean of Men. Next door was his football
coach, but Rescigno took advantage of other
benefits.

"I had the same clothes size as his,”
Rescigno recalls. “If I wanted a pair of
shoes, I’d go into his room and get a pair of
his. If I wanted a shirt, I’d go get his. Or a
suit or a tie — I’d go get one of his. God,
there were so many good times."

"When we were going to Wilkes,"
Nicholas says, "he had a convertible and we
used to steal it and take it for a ride, but he
knew it. He never told us, but he knew we’d
steal it.”

If generosity and benevolence were Ral­
ston’s hallmarks, his bicycle was his trade­
mark.



Lions lauds students with banquet
er was George F. Ralston, dean of student affairs,
Wiikes College. Shown are, from left, Dr. Robert
D. Blase, banquet chairman; James Ferris, princi­
pal, WVW High School; Newman; the Rev. Mi­
chael J. Piccola, principal, O’Reilly; Martin;
Ralston; Ms. Nelson; David L. Davies, dean of

The Kingston-Forty Fort Lions Club recently held
its 16th annual Student of the Month Program
Banquet in the Sheraton-Crossgates. Honored
were outstanding students from Wyoming Valley
West, Bishop O’Reilly and Wyoming Seminary.
Receiving student of the year awards were Larry
M. Newman, WVW; Andrew Martin, Bishop students, Wyoming Seminary; David J. Fagula,
O’Reilly, and Allison S. Nelson, Seminary. Speak- president, Kingston-Forty Fort Lions, y-y, (,//?/ft.



FACULTY Dean Ralston TLEN, July 25, 1968

Ralsto Ji'o Preach
At UN Church

George F. Ralston, dean at
Wilkes College, will be the guest
.speaker in Dorranccton United
Methodist Church, at the 10 a. m.
worship service Sunday. Senior
and Youth Choirs will sing under
the direction of Mrs. Burton W.
Hankey. Organist is William C.
Johnson.

Church School will convene at
11:15 a. m., with the adult
classes combining in the church
parlor. Carlton J. Chapin will'
teach the adult class.



FACULTY Mr. Ralston Record, September 24, 1963

Wilkes Dean Will
Talk to Men’s Club

Dean George F. Ralston of,
Wilkes College will be guest
speaker al Hie monthly dinner
(meeting of Men’s Club of First
Methodist Church. North Frank­
lin Street, tomorrow night at
6:15. in the Fellowship Hall.

Atty. Charles D. Lejnmond, Jr.,
will present the devotional mes­
sage. Haydn M. Davies will pre­
side. Program chairman is
Thomas Jones.

’ Members of First Methodist
Church WSCS will prepare and
Serve'the dinner.
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•Mt. Zion Church
To Hear Ralston

Mt. Zion Baptist Church. 105
Hill street, city, will • have a
guest speaker at the Sunclav
morning servicse at 10:45, The
speaker will be George Ralston.
dean of men at Wilkes College.
Rev. Whaley .1. Atterberry is
pastor of the church. i



ADMINISTRATION DEAN RALSTON INDEP., JUNE 11, 1967

Melodists WdO Attend
Baccalaureate Service

The Methodist Student Day
Program at Shoemaker Chapel,
West Wyoming, and Wyoming
Methodist Church will be held
at identical services this morn­
ing at 9 and 10:45. Young peo­
ple will take part in the service
in Scripture readings, prayer
and responses. Pastor David
Morgan will speak on the sub­
ject “One Life to Live.”

A special gift will be made
for National Scholarship Fund
and the Wyoming Conference
Ministerial Loan Fund. Youth
taking part are David Gross,
Helene Saunders, Allen Ather-
holt, Thomas Bastis, Fred Bohn
III, and Malcolm Moss. Gradu­
ates are cordially invited to at­
tend this service.

Parents are asked to enroll
children for Vacation Church
School which begins Monday,
June 19. The school will be held
at Wyoming Institute, under the
auspices of the Wyoming Inter­
church Council. The Rev. David
Johnston is dean.

Members of Wyoming Meth­
odist Church will attend the
Ecumenical Baccalaureate Ser­
vice for graduates of Wyoming
Area School this evening at 7:30
in West Pittston Stadium.
George F. Ralston of Wilkes
College, will be the speaker. The
united choirs of Wyoming Cath­
olic and Protestant Churches
will lead in the singing.

GEORGE F. RALSTON I
Methodist Men are preparing;

a flag fund to be used for the
Redecoration Project. Those who
wish to help may contribute by
contacting George Troy, Elwood
Carpenter, Fred Bohn Jr. or
Theodore Keen.

i



Ground broken for apartment

6A The Times Leader, Wilkes-Barre, Pa.. Friday, September 19, 1986

Representatives of Heritage House Inc. pose nt a
groundbreaking ceremony Thursday for a S1.5
million plan to build a 32-unlt apartment house
next Io the nursing home facility at 80 E. North­
ampton St., Wilkes-Barre. From left, architect
Nicholas Pyros; attorney Michael J. Hudaeck;
Thomas J. Dougherty, Executive Director Marga­

ret R. Spencer; board member George Ralston,
and board president Thomas P. Saxton. Mrs.
Spencer said the building, which will be for people
62 or older, will be attached to the Heritage
House building by a glass walkway. The building
Is expected to be completed next spring or sum­
mer.

Gtizm' Vo<t/Jock leHey
Groundbreaking conducted for

Ground-breaking ceremonies were conducted Thurs­
day for (he $1.5 million Heritage House Apartment com­
plex which will consist of 32 luxury apartments to be
constructed on South Pennsylvania Avenue in Wilkes-
Barre.

The Heritage House Apartments will be located to the
rear of Heritage House, a residential and nursing care
facility for persons 62 years of age and older.

Each of the 32 apartments will contain 600 square feet
of living space and are available to persons and/or cou­
ples who are in good health and 62 years of age and older

The apartments will have a livingroom, kitchen, bed­
room, dressing room and bath.

Upon completion, the Heritage House Apartments will
be connected to Heritage House, 80 E. Northampton St.,
by a glass-enclosed walkway.

Heritage $1.5 million complex
The apartment comnplex fqr the elderly is being con­

structed hy S.G. Mastriani Co. of Scranton and was de­
signed by the architectural firm of Pyros and .Sanderson

Heritage House and the Heritage House Apartments
are a division of the Wilkes-Barre General Health Co/p

Ground breaking participants, from left, are Nick
Pyros, architect; Attorney Michael Hudacek; Thomas J.
Dougherty, secretary-treasurer of the Heritage House ,
board of directors; Mrs. Margaret R. Spencer, Heritage
House executive director; George Ralston, board mem­
ber, and Thomas Saxton, chairman of the baord of
Wilkes-Barre General Hospital. Other participants were
Ralph Mancuso, executive vice president. Mastriani
Construction; Don Sanderson, architect, and Joseph
Krehely, project architect.

CM ‘r/zqls’c



YMCA opens fund drive O/ 1'd/J
Wilkes-Barre Family YMCA kicked off its annual fund drive Monday night at the YMCA.
Principals, from left are, George Ralston, George Brandt, Bernie Mengeringhausen, Dr. An­

drew Shaw, Melanie Lumia, Frank Henry, Bernie Hargadon, executive director, and Paul Lumia.
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^Wilkes Alumni To Host Golf Tourney At Irem

Friday, Oct. 7 at the Irem Temple Country Club, Dallas.
Registration tor the captain and crew format match will begin at 10 a.m., with shotgun start

scheduled for 11 am. Hole prizes will be offered, including a hole-in-one chance for a Florida vacation
from Tenenbaum's travel. Refreshments and dinner will follow the tournament at 5:30 p.m.

A $75 entry fee includes greens fee, cart rental, refreshments, dinner and prizes.
William Rowe, of West Pittston, and Joseph Rubino, of Wyoming, are co-chairs for the event. A

1983 graduate of Wilkes, Rowe is a stock broker with Dean Witter Reynolds, Inc., Wilkes-Barre.
Rubino, of Wyoming, is a retired accountant.

The golf tournament kicks off 50th Annual Homecoming weekend at Wilkes. Alumni from throughout
the country will gather on campus for numerous activities, including a “Return to the Hill" prior to the
Wilkes vs. King’s College football game at Ralston Field at 1 p.m. Saturday.

The golf tournament is open to the public. For more information or to register, contact the Wilkes
University Alumni Office at (717) 408-4130.

Pictured from left are the tournament organizers: George Ralston, Wilkes-Barre, Wilkes University
dean emeritus and special assistant for alumni affairs; Sandra Beynon Nicholas, Forty Fort, Wilkes
University executive director of alumni; William Rowe, West Pittston and Joseph Rubino, Wyoming,
tournament co-chairs; William Goldsworthy, West Pittston, Wilkes University Alumni Association
president.





administration Dean Ralston

George Ralston Will
Speak at Service

Sunday morning Worship Serv­
ice of. the First Baptist Church
of Wilkes-Barre will he con­
ducted by George Ralston, dean
of men at Wilkes College, guest
speaker. •

Dean Ralston has been on the
faculty since J946. having served
both as dean of men and director(
erf athletics.

He is en elder of Fir.-f Pres­
byterian Church of Wilkes-
Barre; a past pre ide nt of
Wilkes-Barre Rotary Club; past
president of the YMCA and has a
host of other community offices.

Dean Ralston i< a graduate of
the University erf North Carolina.
and did graduate study at Har­
vard and Columbia Universities.

Nursery will be provided for
children.

Record, July ou, ±aoo



MH/MK Cecto Notes 15 th Anniversary

The Luzerne-Wyoming County Mental
Health/Mental Retardation Center recently
held it 15th anniversary dinner-meeting at
The Woodlands, Plains Township. The affair
was attended by more than 175 staff, board
members, agency personnel and friends who
gathered to celebrate the center’s 15th year
of delivering specialized psychiatric services
to the community.

Members of the center’s board of directors
who received awards for 15 years of service
are, from left: Attorney Charles Bufalino
Jr., Dean George Ralston, Ruth Levey, Rev.
James Doyle and Gottfried Csala.

Dean George F. Ralston of Wilkes College 

served as master of ceremonies and joined
board president Thomas O’Neill in pres­
enting awards to staff and board members
who have served the mental health center
since it opened its doors in July 1969. Five
and 10-year service awards were also pres­
ented to staff and board members.

During the course of the dinner meeting,
guests reminisced about the events that had
influenced the center during the past 15
years. It was recognized that the center sur­
vived the severe federal cutbacks and con­
tinues to meet the varying and growing
needs of its community by offering
specialized services in innovative ways. Ex­

ecutive Director John Creek also charted the
course of the future of the center with
remarks about the agency’s long-range
strategic planning process.

Nominations for board of director’s execu­
tive committee were also presented and ap­
proved as follows: Thomas O’Neill, presi­
dent; Rev. James J. Doyle, vice president;
Louise Wasserott, secretary, and Atty.
Charles J. Bufalino Jr., treasurer.

The agency is a private, non-profit
organization that provides compreshensive
counseling services 24 hours a day and is a
United Way member agency.



New members join Kingston Rotary
Shown are three new members who were inducted George Ralston, speaker; Tom Muldowney, first
into the Kingston Rotary Club, from left, seated: 'ice president; Tom Roan, membership co-chair-
Tom Tobin, Ray Podskoch and Mark Kelly; man, and Les Hockman, second vice president.
standing: Ed Chapin, membership co-chairman; Tit 1Z-5I-W



XES4XXHX FACULTY George Ralston Record October 13, 1966

jRalslon Will Speak
Al Worship Services '

1 I
Officers of the Presbyterian .

•Church enSbUnce guest
speaker at the v.or‘hip services-]
Sunday morning al. 10:45 will be
George Ralston, dean of men at
Wilkes College.

It was also announced men of1
the church planning to attend'
the annual fall meeting of Lack-!'
awanna Council of United Pros-1 ‘
byterian Men Sunday afternoon ‘
al 2:30 in First Presbyterian '
Church in Wilkes-Barre can oh-
tain dinner tickets today from
Albert West.



FACULTY Dean Ralston Record, October 17, 1968

Wilkes Dean
To AJJrcss
BPW Club

Dr. Francis J. Michelini. dean
of academic affairs at Wilkes
College, will he guest speaker at
a dinner meeting of Wilkes-Barre
Business and Professional:
Women’s Club Monday night at,
6:30 at.ihd Gus Genetti Hotel.

The club’s annual scholarship.
will be presented to a Wilkes Col­
lege student at this meeting. I



ADMINISTRATION Dean Ralston Indep., May 22, 1966

Heffernan Earns Recreation Honor
FOR KIDS’ LEAGUES—Thomas E. Heffer­
nan, right, accepts National Recreation Month
citation from George Ralston, president of
the Wilkes-Barre Recreation Board, in City
Hall ceremony last week. Mr. Heffernan,
editor and publisher of the Sunday Inde­
pendent and conductor of the Sporting Snap­
shots column—a regular feature of this 

paper’s sports section—was cited for his
work in organizing and perpetuating the
Wyoming Valley Kids’ Leagues. The leagues
are sponsored by the Sunday Independent
and supervised by Recreation Board person­
nel. Some 300 area youngsters, who would
not otherwise have a chance to play base­
ball, participate in the program annually.—
(Photo by Ace Hoffman)



Wilkes Dean
Will Address
PTA Council

Annual Founder." Day dinner
of Wilkes-Barre Area Council
of PTAs, will be held Thursday
night in Coughlin High School
Cafeteria. Guests -arc invited to
come at 6 p. m. for a punch
party to be provided by Wilkes-
Barre Board of Education. Din­
ner will begin at 6:45 p. m. ,

Principal speaker will be
George Ralston, dean of students I
at Wilkes College. His topic will)
bo “The Genuinely Educated
Person.”

Dean Ralston, was horn in
Harrisonburg, Va., was educated!
in the public schools of Harris-i
bur. He received an AB degree j
from the University of North
Carolina and did graduate . tudy
at. Harvard and Columbia Uni-1
versities.

Dean Ralston ha; been a.
member of Wilkes College fac-|
ulty since 1946. He has served
as dean of men for 20 years and|
is now dean of students.

Dean Ralston serves on the
board of directors of the Gen­
eral Hospital, Salvation Army
and the Red Cro<s and is presi­
dent of the YMCA.

Welcome will be given by Mrs.
Richard W. Thomas, Founders!
Day chairman. Frank Koons, as­
sistant superintendent of elem­
entary school administration,
will be toastmaster. Rev. Dr.j
Jule Ayers of the First Presby­
terian Church will offer bene-|
diction. Special presentations
will be made by Mrs. George B.
Ritchie, president of the Wilkes-
Barre Area Council.

Brief remarks will be made by
Walter C. Wood, superintendent
of Wilkes-Barre City Schools,
and Dr. David W. Kistler, presi­
dent of the Wilkes-Barre School!
Board.

The dinner will mark the 70th;
anniversary of the PTA move-.
ment. Purpose of the Founders’
Day activities is to honor the
PTA founders and past leaders,
increase understanding of the
purpose and scope of PTA work,
and to raise funds for expanding
and strengthening PTA work.

Reservations, which are open
to the public, may be made with ,
Mrs. Joseph Stone, 117 Kidder
Street.
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t lay board “
Aides Briefed

Committees Are
Advisory in Nature

Members of the newly ap
oointed committees of Wilkes
Barre Recreation Board learned
he functions of their commit-
ecs at their first meeting witt
he five-member recreatior
ward held in Weissman rccrea-
ion rooms.

Dean George Ralston, boarc
•hairman, presided at the meet-
ng attended also by Mayoi
Prank Slattery. City Parks Com­
missioner Edward J. White
Superintendent of Schools Wal­
er C. Wood and Sally Jervis
dated to become director of the
ward July 1.

It was clear the committee?
tire advisory in nature: member!
arc to conduct studies and in­
vestigations and make recom­
mendations to the recreatior
ward through committee chair­
men. Final decision in all case?
will rest with the board.

Committee members will b<
given name tags to identify
hem to playground personnel.

At a meeting- of the five
member board which preccdec
he general meeting the ques
ion of baseball permits for city

diamonds was discussed. It wa?
agreed Ipague schedules set foi
his summer will remain un
changed and a policy on permit:
and fields will be formed at tht
end of the summer.

In attendance as members o
he properties committee headea

oy Raymond W. Tubridy wer*
Mrs. Mildred Richards. Mrs
Beorge Ritchie, John Reese
Stanley Barnes.

Program and personnel com
mittce headed by Walter Lis
man, Mrs. Robert Kerr, Al Gold
oert, William Weinbrecht, Ken
icth Gray.

Planning Committee, Georg,
Ralston chairman. Georg



Flood! soholwsMp established

Wilkes University recently recognized Stephen L. Flood for estab­
lishing the Stephen L. Flood '66 Scholarship. The scholarship was es­
tablished in 1997 by Stephen L. Flood, president and CEO of AAG In­
ternational, Wilkes-Barre, in honor of Dr. George F. Ralston, dean
emeritus of Wilkes University. The scholarship is a tribute to the lead­
ership, guidance and personal encouragement provided by Ralston to
Flood and other alumni who resided in Ashley Hall. Pictured, from left,
are: George F. Ralston, dean emeritus, Wilkes; Christopher N. Bre-
iseth, president, Wilkes; Sandra Nicholas, executive director of Alum­
ni, Wilkes; and Stephen T. Flood, president and CEO of AAG Interna­
tional, Wilkes-Barre. /4 ? /T Z_, / ■) _ .77
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Wilkes alumni [pays tribute to a concerned! dean
Wilkes University recently recognized Stephen L.

Flood for establishing the Stephen L. Flood 1966
Scholarship.

The scholarship was established by Flood, presi­
dent and CEO of AAG International, Wilkes-Barre,
in honor of Dr. George F. Ralston, dean emeritus of
Wilkes University.

The scholarship is a tribute to the leadership,
guidance and personal encouragement provided by
Dr. Ralston to Flood and other alumni who resided
in Ashley Hall.

Through his donation, Flood hopes other alumni of
Ashley Hall will also consider giving to Wilkes.

“I am proud and inspired by the purpose the
scholarship serves,” said Dr. Ralston. “The scholar­
ship will perpetuate the education for students for
years to come.

From the left, posing with the "Ashley Hall/Wilkes
College” plaque, are Dr. Ralston, Christopher N.
Breiseth, Wilkes University president; Sandra
Nicholas, Executive Director of Alumni at Wilkes,
and Flood, the scholarship donor.



Wilkes alumni honor dean
Wilkes University recognizes Stephen L. Flood for establishing the

Stephen L. Flood '66 Scholarship. Established in 1997 by Flood, presi­
dent and CEO of AAG International, Wilkes-Barre, it honors Dr.
George F. Ralston, dean emeritus of Wilkes University. The scholar­
ship is a tribute to the leadership, guidance and personal encourage­
ment provided by Ralston to Flood and other alumni who resided in
Ashley Hall.

Those posing for a photo with the Ashley HaH plaque from left are:
George Ralston, dean emeritus, Wilkes UnlversltyjChristopher Bre-
iseth, president, Wilkes University; Sandra Nicholas, executive direc­
tor of Alumni. Wilkes University; and Stephen Flood,president and ceo
of AAG International, Wilkes-Barre.



Dean Shows
Confidence
In Students

3 Types Compose
Student Body, Willi
Rebels as Minority

In a brief talk by Wilkes Col­
lege Dean George F. Ralston,
he said, “We have no radical I
problem at Wilkes.”

Arthur Podesta, chairman of
the annual Wilkes appeal for
scholarship support, reported
$51,119 has been pledged toward
the $125,000 goal. Meeting in
Hotel Sterling was the second
meeting of the campaign which
ends April 9.

Dean Ralston, who is dean of
men and dean of student affairs,
expressed confidence in “this
new breed of students” who seek
only an avenue of communica­
tion between faculty and admin­
istration and themselves.

He told the group there arc
7.000.000 college students in
America and that they are “hot
copy” today. Nevertheless, the!
dean feels “they come in for
more than a fair share of criti­
cism,” and actually, this criti­
cism applies to but a small seg­
ment of these students.

Ralston feels that today’s stu­
dent changes with the times and
changes much more rapidly than
do his elders; that the students’
ppn-comformity is really con­
formity; that they represent the
popular college; the seek an un­
derstanding about matters about
which there ,is much confusion.

Three main factors have con­
tributed to today’s tension on the
campus: (1) a gradual decline
of informal student contact with
faculty outside the classroom
and in the classroom; (2) social
acceptance of peaceful demon­
stration that influences students
to adopt this procedure to get
what they want. This became
popular through the civil rights |(
movement. (3) Young people
are sensitive to campus resist­
ance because of the increased
amount of freedom at home;
lack of family and community
restraints have evolved in the
post war period: “we are either
prescriptive or. too permissive,'’
he said.

Students want freedom to act, ■
to fail, to grow,-*'

Dean Ralston classified groups
/ on the campus as follows: a

backbone group. These students
are future-oriented. They are
looking forward to a good job
and to make a contribution.
Girls are a bit different in this
respect. They are not quite so
vocationally oriented. They have |
a “high nurture component;
they are interested in house- <
keeping and doing things on the i
campus, in lhe community. They
leave Vietnam and that stuff to
the Secretary of State and the
President of the United States
. . . They are not the parade
type.”

The rebels on campus consti­
tute a small group but “highly
volatile.” They arc out to change
the system. “They are vigorous.
hostile, suspicious, adventurous
and are committed to action on
anything, and they are the ones
who get the headlines.” They
are out to impress people and ;
are actually dedicated one way ;
or another. They are impressed ;
with their youth and are out to
save the world which their
parents have almost lost.

Another group which the dean ’
referred to as the “idealists”
who, while they do not like the .
“system.” do not wish to tear iti
down, but to better it.

The final group, referred to as;
the “anything” group who adoptj
a laizzez faire attitude to most!
everything.

Basically, dean Ralston said
while we have just as many!
problems today as we did some
years ago, the problems are dif­
ferent problems. “So far as the
students today are concerned, I
do not think they know a whole
lot more; they arc not more in­
telligent, but they have different
information.”.

At Wilkes, there have been no
hard problems of a radical na-,
tufa. “If we can maintain a
meariinful relationship among all
concerned, we can avoid them.”

At Wilkes, the Student Govern­
ment, Student Life Committee,
and the Educational Committee
all serve, not only as a sounding
board-, but as a constructive
means to engender complete
rapport.

FA
CU

LTY 
D

ean Ralston on Students 
Record M

arch 13 
69



Leaders, District Directors
And Maintenance Su­
pervisors Named

Forty-four appointments were
made by the Wilkes-Barre Rec­
reation Commission yesterday
afternoon in preparation for
summer activities on city play­
grounds. The- appointments in­
clude 39 leaders, four district
directors and one maintenance
supervisor.

Eleven young men and seven
young women were appointed to
Leader 1 positions paying $2 an
hour. These appointees were re­
quired to have two years of col-
ege and a year s successful ex­

perience as a playground leader.
Earned Leader 1 were Carol Dav­
enport, Gerald Stinson, Bernard
Prevuznak, Jean Marie Neff.
7arol Rhines, Carol Wetzel. Bet­
sey Tubridy, Barbara Acacio,
Ruth Newman. John Nagle. Rob­
ert Januszko, Robert Betzler, Mi­
chael Habib. Charles Craze,
^Leonard Stavish. Glenn Johnson.
Bernard Chandler and Michael
Moses.

Named Leader 2, to receive
$1.50 an hour, were 11 young
vomen and seven young men:
Foseph Hurley, Kay Messersmith,
Mary Iwicki, Mary Lou Pauly,
Sandra Fritzinger. Mary Denise
Kane, Marilyn C. Davis, Edward
Sndler, Sandra Rossi, Charles
■I o m a n e . Thomas Rushton,
Rachel B. Davis, Edmund O’Neill,
Fudith K. Huey. Barbara Altman.
Thomas R. Wynn, Susan Hoeff-
icr. Stephen Goodsir.

To qualify for Leader 2 posi-
ion, applicants must have had a
ligh-school diploma, experience
n volunteer leadership of groups

>tnd experience in recreation ac-
ivities.

4 District Directors

mission named four district , di­
rectors to supervise activities
three leaders for Playland or
Public Square, and a mainte­
nance supervisor. Named district
directors, were Bernard Cobb
James Dunn, James Igoe am
William Kelly, Evelyn Schmitt
was appointed director of Play­
land. to be assisted by Margaret
M. Balz and Marilyn Wilcox.

Kenneth Smith was namcc
maintenance supervisor for th'
summer playground season. Las
week Parks Conynissioner Ed
ward J. White offered th'4 use u:
la truck and a crew' of three to
four men to assist Smith in th*
maintenance program of play
ground areas in the city.

George Ralston presided a
yesterday’s meeting, which fol
lowed a four-hour conferenci
held last week in Weissman Rec
reation Room at which mon

(than 100 applications wen
screened.

At yesterday’s meeting mern
bers of the commission also tool
action to augment the five-mem
her commission with person
from the community at large
Five committees were establish
cd, each to be headed by t
member of the commission wh<
will select his committee aides
Charles Weissman was named
chairman of the policy and pub
lie relations committee; Georg*
Ralston, planning committee
Walter Lisman, program am
personnel: Robert Toomb, fi
nance; Raymond Tubridy, prop
erty.

It is planned to have the ap
pointments made by April H
when a meeting will be set u]
to discuss the overall recreatio:
program in Wilkes-Barre.

Besides the new’ committe*
appointees, others to be invitet
will include City Parks Commis
sioner Edward J. White. Mayo
Frank Slattery and Walter C
Wood, city superintendent o



Presbyterian Men
Of Lackawanna
To Meet Sunday

The 10th annual meeting of Lacka­
wanna Presbytery Council of United
Presbyterian Men will be held next
Sunday, at Tunkhannock Elementary
School, it was announced by Paul L.
Williams, president.

Rev. William .J. Frazer of Moosic.
will lead the call to worship at 2:30
p. m. and George F. Ralston, dean
of men at Wilkes College, will deliver
the opening address.

A feature of the program will be a
discussion period patterned after the
New York area meeting held in Feb­
ruary. Each man will be assigned
to one of nine discussion groups. The
groups will be led by twp laymen and
a minister and the theme for dis­
cussion will be "God So Loved; He
Gave.”

Rev. P. K. (Ambi) Geevarghese
of Kerala, India, will speak following
the discussion period and the men’s
chorus of the Presbytery will sins
under the direction of Orville L.
Wike.

At the business meeting, the renort
3f the nominating committee will be
’iven bv Walter Hartz of Wilkes
Barre. Officers will bp installed by
?»uy F. Smith, vice moderator of the
Presbytery.

A suppei? will be served in the
school cafeteria at 6:30 and reserva-
ions should be made with Dr. Arthur
> Davenport of Tunkhannock by
Vednesday.

Rev. ’'lark R. Thompson nf Scran-
nn will rnva tfop rifling



YMCA Monoriaig Sechrist9 Oavemporu
Two Tunkhannock area men

who have made significant con­
tributions to young people will re­
ceive “Service to Youth” plaques
at the 33rd annual meeting of the
Northeast District of the Penn­
sylvania State YMCA on Tues­
day, March 21.

David L. Seehrist and Arthur
B. Davenport, M.D., will be the
recipients of this coveted award
following a 6:30 banquet in the
Tunkhannock Elementary School.
George Ralston, dean of men at
Wilkes College, will be the speak­
er; and state and district YMCA
officials will participate.

Mr. Seehrist, a native of York,
joined the faculty of Tunkhannock
High School in 1943 and currently
is head of the school’s outstand­
ing science department. At vari­
ous times he served as THS coach
of football, varsity and junior
varsity basketball and volleyball,
and was track coach for a period
of 14 years. For some time he
was also faculty manager of ath­
letics. A graduate of Albright
College, Mr. Sech list taught in
the Factoryville schools for 19
years, eight years of which he
was principal.

In addition to his regular class­
room duties, Mr. Seehrist was one

Area Science Fair, of which he
was director during its first year.
Since 1934, his work with young
-people his carried over into the
summer months, as a counsellor
qt Kamp Kewanee, LaPlume.

Mr. Seehrist has been a Hi-Y
advisor for 15 years. An out­
standing musician, he has played
with the Scranton Philharmonic
Orchestra since 1939 and is choir
leader of the Tunkhannock Meth­
odist Church. In addition he is
general church school superin­
tendent.

He is married to the former
Ruth Owens, and they have four
sons and one grandchild.

Dr. Davenport was born in
West Pittston, and graduated
from the high school there be­
fore taking his pre-medical de­
gree at Pennsylvania State Col­
lege. Following graduation from
the University of Pennsylvania
Medical School in 1929, he intern­
ed at Wilkes-Barre General Hos­
pital.

Establishing a practice in Tunk­
hannock in 1930, Dr. Davenport
was married that same year to
Jessie Fasseitt, of this commun­
ity. The couple has two sons,
Malcolm and John.

T)r v0n.w/vi+ rononHv woe 

cited by the Pennsylvania Society
of Crippled Children and Adults
for his years of service as chair­
man of that agency’s work in
Wyoming County. He was a
founding physician of Tyler Me­
morial Hospital and has spent
much of his own time and money
in the development of that insti­
tution.

He is an elder of the Tunkhan­
nock Presbyterian Church and a
member of the National Council
of Presbyterian Men. Dr. Dav­
enport was one of the founders
of the Tunkhannock Scholarship
Loan Fund and serves as its
treasurer. He is president of
the Tunkhannock Joint School
Board Executive Committee and
a past president of Rotary.

For many years, Dr. Davenport
has been a staunch supporter of

number of invitations
mailed for the March
anyone interested in
the YMCA, or thcsel
join in paying tribute!

YMCA work.
While a

have been
21 dinner,
youth and
wishing to
to these two outstanding men alsd
will be welcome. Reservations
should be made immediately with!
Clifford R. Roslund, supervising
principal of Tunkhannock Join

LONG DUE HONORS will be bestowed upon David L. Seehrist, left
and Arthur B. Davenport, M.D., at the annual meeting of the north
east district of the state Y.\ICA Tuesday evening, March 21, in th
Tunkhannock Elementary School. Both men will receive “Service t
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B* WON
Fransue Acts As Waste

Of Ceremonies At Firsi
EUB Church

Dean George A. Ralston, Wilke
College, was guest speaker las
|night at the annual Christma
party of Dr. D. S. Kistler Men’
Class of First Evangelical United
(Brethren Church, city.

Class President William dawn
introduced Roy A. Transue. mas
er of ceremonies. Fifty guest
vere entertained by group sing
ng. male quartet selections, re
narks and greetings from specia
quests and Dean Ralston’s ad
iress.

Rev. Lyle O Snyder, chaplah-
>f Veterans’ Hospital, pronounced
nvocation. Wayne Price led ii<

traditional carpi singing, accom
banied by Fred Sweigert. A main
Quartet from. Dana Street Church
sang. Singing in the quarto
■vere Roy Price, Rev. Leonard
Buxton. Wayne Price and 1
Larry Brand.

The teacher of Men’s Sunday
School class, A. Leon Gilbert
i.poke. Fraternal greetings wen*
wrought by the pastor, of the
uster EUB congregation. Salon-
Church Rev. James L. Harring
Edward Transue spoke on behal
if Kiwanis and the Dial-A
Prayer program sponsored by
his service organization. Rev
•Ir. Harring pronounced the
benediction.

The general co-chairmen foi
he affair were Joseph VanHorr
nd John Lockman, Sr. In charge
I the decorating committed
-ere Paul Bowersox, Thoma
’larke, and Russell Benjamin

President of the men’s grouj«
s William Glawe. Other offi
ers: Vice president. John Lock
nan. Sr.; acting secretary. Frefl
•weigert, and treasurer, William



Kecreation
Program Set

Dramatics, Athletics
Crafts to Be Included

Dramatics, athletics and craft
will be an integral part of th*
summer playground program ii*
Wilkes-Barre as a result of ac
lion taken at a regular meeting
of the newly created Wilkes
Barre Recreation Board. Board
approved inclusion of the threw
programs and also gave approva
for three positions for super
vision of these activities. It wa
announced following the meeting
the Recreation Board will sclec
three leadership supervisors fo
[these activities on February 13
Positions will be on a part-tirm
basis in conjunction with th*
summer playground program
Any resident who has had sue
Ccssful experience as a city play
(ground leader during the las
two years is eligible for applica
ion. Application may be mad'

?y communicating with th*
Recreation Board, Room 30. Ben
nett Building. North Main Street

George Ralston, acting presi
lent, presided at the meeting
attended also by W. Roher
foomb. acting treasurer: Waite)
W. Lisman, acting assistan1
reasurer; Raymond W. Tubridy

Sally A. Jervis, supervisor o
playgrounds and community Con­
ors, and John B. Zerbe, execu
ive director of Playground ant

Recreation Association of Wyo
■ning Valley, Inc.

Board unanimously electee
Pubridy as acting secretary.

Summer personnel, winter ccn
er programs and various specia

activities were explained in de
ail.

Board members were informer
oy Miss Jervis and Zerbe tha
applications for playground
oadership positions are begin
ning to come in to the office ii>
substantial number.

Personal interviews for appli
ants will be scheduled during

business hours at the applicant’ *
convenience.

Board approved a request fo
he installation and use of Coke

and candy vending machines fo
he convenience of center pro
tram participants. In conjunc
ion with this board approval
vas given for the use of these
machines in all center program
f desired. Vending companie
nay contact the Recreatior-
Soard for additional information
Board will notify by telephone
•ind letter, local vending com
isinae nf thic



Ralston Will
Address Group

George F Ralston, dean of mer-
Wildes College, will be guc>.

speaker at the monthly dinnc
meeting of th*' Mon Chib o
First Methodist Church. Nortl
Franklin Street, Tuesday evenin;
at 6 15.

Subject o( Dean Ralston’s ad
tress will be "The Create
Wilkes-Barre Industrial Develop
Jmcnt Fund." This meeting als
imarks the groups first busines
Session in 1961



Wilkes University
will bestow honors

Wilkes University will award
two honorary doctorate degrees

during its
winter
commencement
exercises
Thursday.

The
ceremony
begins at 11:15
a.m. in the
Darling Theatre
of the Dorothy

Dickson Darte Center for the
Performing Arts, West South and
South River streets.

Honorary doctor of science
degrees will be awarded to George

Ralston, a
longtime
supporter and
former dean at
Wilkes, and to
Donald Burke,
the director of
discreet power
product
development at
Harris

Semiconductor Inc.
Ralston has more than 50

years of service to tire university.
Throughout the development of
the university, Ralston has held
the positions of dean of men. dean
of students, director of athletics.
counselor. Instructor and
administrator.

Ralston is the founder of the
university’s football program and
was its first football coach.
serving from 1946-54. He also
coached the men’s baseball and
basketball teams.

Burke joined RCA in Wright
Township in 1963, and in 1980 

Donald Burfco

Goo-zco Ralslor,

assumed responsibility for all
power semiconductor
engineering.

After the purchase of RCA, the
product design activities of
General Electric Power
Semiconductors were assimilated
into the local plant under Burke’s
leadership. He has continued his
role in new product development
at Harris Semiconductor.

Help for homeless
will be explained

The Concerned Citizens of
Wilkes-Barre will meet at 7 p.m.
Wednesday In Good Shepherd Lu­
theran Church at South Main and
East South streets.

Vince Kabacinskl, executive
director of VISION, will discuss
the agency’s outreach services to
area homeless.

□ ram®
Snow parking ban
goes into effect today

Borough police have
announced a snow parking ban
effective 8 a.m. today while crews
clear away snow.

The ban affects Adams, Cedar,
Fem. Ridge, Schwabe, Vine and
Washington streets.

There is no parking on the
odd-numbered side of those
streets from 8 a.m. to noon today.
From noon to 3 p.m.. no parking
is allowed on the cven-iiumbcred
□ide of those streets.

Tress to be picked up
Residents are reminded that

Christmas trees will be collected
Wednesday through Friday next
week.
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Greater Pittston Rotary to celebrate
75th anniversary with dinner

On Saturday. April 1. the Ro- momentous occasion. Dr. George
tary Club ofGreater Pittston will
celebrate 75 years of service to
the community. To commemo­
rate their anniversary, the
Rotarians will be having an an­
niversary dinner on May 13, at
the Victorian Inns in Pittston
Township. Local dignitaries will
be on hand to help mark this

Ralston from Wilkes University
will be the featured speaker.

Another way the Rotary is
observing their anniversary is
thflugh promoting the "Teach 911
Program" which can help save
lives in an emergency. "Service
Above Self the Rotary' motto,
is a tradition of the Rotary Club
of Greater Pittston. Past accom­
plishments include, support of
Meals on Wheels, Pittston and
West Pittston Library, The Sal­
vation Army, and Y.M.C.A. The
Rotary also sponsors a Fall
Blood Screening program at
Wyoming Area High School.
Our popular speed ball can be
seen at the annual Pittston To­
mato Festival. The Rotary Club
of Greater Pittston is one of
nearly 27,000 clubs around the
world that provides humanitar­
ian service.
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GI Bill opened doors
for ambitious veterans
By CHARLES H, BOGINO_______
Times Loader Staff Writer

WILKES-BARRE — Joseph J.
Savltz's prospects weren’t good.

With six brothers and a sister,
money was tight In their house­
hold in Wilkes-Barre's Heights
section.

"We couldn't afford to send
anybody to college,” Savltz said
Thursday. '• '

For Savltz and millions of oth­
ers, a war changed all that.

As the 50th anniversary of the
GI BUI came and went this week,
Savltz and several other Wyoming
Valley veterans of World War II re­
called how the legislation
changed their lives.

These were men who otherwise
would have gone without, or at
least would have had to struggle
to get their educations. All said
they could have forgotten about
getting degrees, had circum­
stances been different But be­
cause of the bill, they were able to
eamthem.

“Take my own case, for In­
stance,” said George F. Ralston,
former dean of students at Wilkes
University. “If It hadn't been for
the GI legislation, I wouldn't even
be here."

With a bachelor’s degree al­
ready In hand, Ralston entered
the service in 1942. When he took
off his Army officer’s uniform four
years later, Ralston had skills
Bucknell Junior College — now
Wilkes University — was looking
for.

He became a veterans’ coun­
selor under a federally funded
program.

"We tested them and advised
them as to how they could ad­
vance their potential, whether It
was in trade school or here,” said
Ralston, still employed by the
university as an assistant to the
alumni director.

The GI Bill funded his graduate
school education at Columbia
University in New York and. for a
short time, at Harvard University
In Massachusetts.

Back at Wilkes as dean of men,
biology Instructor and coach, Ral­
ston found most of his male stu­

dents were feUow veterans and
not much younger.

“Most of-them were only a year
or two younger than me,” said
Ralston, now 76.

One of those students was Sav­
ltz.

He entered Bucknell Junior
College In the fall of 1946.

A little more than a year earli­
er. Savltz, then 21. celebrated
with fellow GIs In the streets of
Paris after the German surrender.

Back In Wilkes-Barre and anx­
ious, Savltz pushed to finish col­
lege quickly. Most of his fellow
students were doing the same.

After graduation, Savltz moved
on to law school at the University
of Pennsylvania. Most of the other
law students had also been in the
service.

“They were all on the GI BUI,”
said Savltz, a senior partner in
the Wilkes-Barre law firm of
Rosenn Jenkins & Greenwald.
’We lived on $75 a month, spent a
buck a day on food, lived in
boarding houses. Everybody was
In the same boat”

That money came In handy for
Thomas Tobin as well

Discharged In July 1946, To­
bin had Interrupted his studies at
Columbia University to enlist In
the Army Air Corps three years
earUer. The Larksville native In­
tended to go back to Columbia.
but the military had misplaced
his records.

By the time Tobin had them
back In hand, it was too late for
him to reapply to Columbia. In
September 1947, Tobin signed up
for classes at newly opened King's
College In Wilkes-Barre.

Kings, like Wilkes, benefited
from the number of returning vet­
erans whose tuition was paid
courtesy of Uncle Sam.

“It was just about everybody In
our classes,” said Tobin, who re­
ceived his bachelor's degree In
1951. “Tuition was only about
$200 per semester. But $200 was
a lot of money then."

After graduate school at Bos­
ton CoUege, Tobin returned to
Kings to teach biology. At 68, To­
bin Is now the senior faculty
member at the coUege.
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Nanticoke Lodge
Honors Master

7' '

Lawrence A. Clewcll,
retiring Worshipful
Master of Nanticoke
Lodge No. 541 F. & A.M.,
will be honored at the
Lodge Testimonial Din­
ner to be held March 5,
at Madcy’s Restaurant,
119 East Kirmar
Avenue, Alden.

Clewcll has served in
various offices of the
lodge prior to being
chosen for the highest
office in the organiza­
tion. His other Masonic
affiliations include
Caldwell Consistory in
the Valley of
Bloomsburg, and Ircm
Temple Shrine of
Wilkes-Barre. He is
also a member of The
First United Methodist
Church of West Nantic-

LawrenccA. °k$- ,
Clewcll Speaker of the even­

ing will be George Rals­
ton, retired Dean of
Wilkes College, and a
member of Lodge No.
62, F. & A. M. of Wilkes-
Barre.

Toastmaster will be 1
Donald C. Kivler, of !
Nanticoke lodge No. 1
541. 1

Please make reserva- 1
tions with Robert G. Bal- c
la, secretary to the com­
mittee, any committee |
member, or any officer i
of the lodge. 9



Ralston to present
lecture

George Ralston, dean of students
emeritus at Wilkes, will present the
second lecture in the University's
60th Anniversary Series on Tuesday,
Jan. 25 at 7:30 p.m. in the lobby of
the Dorothy Dickson Darte Center for
the Performing Arts.

Ralston will
be joined by for­
mer Director of
Admissions,
John Whitby,
and Engineer­
ing Professor
Emeritus,
Cromwell Tho­
mas for a panel
discussion fol­
lowing his pre­
sentation. Ad­
mission is free.

The series of five seminars pre­
sents the early history of Bucknell
University Junior College and Wilkes
College through the recollections,
anecdotes, and written histories of
former and current faculty, staff,
trusteesand students.

A member of the Wilkes commu­
nity since 1946, Ralston has served
as dean of men, dean of students,
counselor, instructor and administra­
tor. He currently serves as a special
assistant to Anthony J. Shipula II '78,
director of Alumni Relations, working
as a liaison between the University
and its 20,000 alumni. Ralston also
founded the University's football pro­
gram, and served as coach from
1946 through 1954.

Future seminars will include Pro­
fessor Emeritus Joseph Salsburg,
who was a student at Bucknell Uni­
versity Junior College as well as a
faculty member at Wilkes and a
member of the Board of Trustees. A
discussion with the current and past
presidents of Wilkes will be held.

Admission is free. The public is in­
vited to attend and leam how Wilkes
University began and grew to its
present status.

WILKES-BARRE

George Ralston



^ALSTON NAMED ROTARIAN OF THE YEAR — The Wilkes-
Barre Rotary Club presented George Ralston with the Rotarian of the
Year Award. Ralston, a dean emeritus with Wilkes University, joined
the Wilkes-Barre Rotary in 1948. Shown from left: Alvin Rothstein,
Rob Coburn, Ralston, Harry Rothstein, and Rick Williams, president.



Laypersons gather to honor latest recipient
Recently past winners of the Wilkes-Barre
Layperson of the Year met to honor 1992 winner
Mary Jean Schultz. The Layperson of the Year
award is given annually to a YMCA member for
their volunteer service to the community. The
award is presented by the YMCA Adult Program
Committee. Laypersons pictured from left, seated 

are: George Brandt, 1968; Jay Amory, 1988; Al
Johnson, 1987; Mary Jean Schultz, 1992; Joe
Kester, 1990; and Mike Amory, 1989. Standing:
Stanley Barnes, 1949; Bernie Popson, 1991;
George Ralston, 1967; Henry Schultz, 1964; Bob
Lewis, 1970; and Joe O'Hara, 1986.



16 — Section Two Sunday Independent, December 27,1992

ANNUAL CAMPAIGN — The Wilkes-Barre
Family YMCA recently launched Its annual Sustain­
ing Campaign and Century.Fund Program which
benefits an array of youth and young adult programs
which Include resident and summer camping, team
sports, pro-school and kindergarten programs and
tutoring services. At a recent campaign organiza­
tional session are, from the left, seated: George
Ralston and Joo O’Hara. Standing: Frank M. Henry,
Scott Henry, Chief Joseph Coyne and George
Brandt The campaign will continue through the first
quarter of 1993.
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DINNER TUESDAY — A gala reception and ban­
quet on Tuesday will climax Wilkes-Barre Rotary’s
year-long 75th Anniversary, celebrating the chartering
of the club in May of 1916, as the 217th club in the na­
tional roster. The dinner will be held at Genetti’s Best
Western Hotel on East Market Street In Wilkes-Barre. A
cocktail reception will begin at 6:30 p.m., with dinner to
follow. Sanburn Sutherland, District Governor of Rotary
District 7410, will attend. Msgr. Andrew McGowan, an
honorary member of the Wilkes-Barre Club, will preside
as toastmaster. Sanford J. Ungar, Dean of the School of
Communications at American University, of Washington,
D.C., will be the principal speaker. A Wilkes-Barre 

•native, he also has a special relationship with Wilkes-
Barre Rotary which sponsored him for a Rotary
Fellowship at the London School of Economics and Po­
litical Science early in his career. Members of the com­
mittee, seated left to right: George Ralston, Harry
Rothstein, Isadore Goldberg, Frank Loch, general
chairman; Leo Mohen, Past District Governor; Thomas
C. Thomas Jr., banquet chairman; and Geoffrey Dent.
Standing: Morton Schiowitz, Robert Rinehimer, Gus
Genetti Jr., Robert Coburn, current Club President;
Bruce Gover, Alvin Rothstein, Robert Lawrence, Donald
Smith and Samuel Bannan.
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Wilkes College lists homecoming weekend schedule
Wilkes College will con­

duct its" 39th Annual
Homecoming Weekend
celebration on Friday,
Oct 17, through Sunday,
Oct 19.
' Hundreds of Wilkes stu­
dents, faculty, friends and
alumni will visit the cam­
pus for the event High­
lights of the weekend
include the homecoming
dinner on Friday, Oct. 17,
which will honor George
Ralston, dean of students
emeritus and special as­
sistant to Alumni Rela­
tions; the judging of
homecoming displays on

Friday afternoon; the
Golden Colonel Luncheon
on Saturday, celebrating
the Bucknell Junior Col­
lege Class of 1936; and the-
Saturday pre-game cere­
mony recognizing the 1966
Football Colonels, win­
ners of the Lambert Bowl,
Division III East

Wilkes will play Juniata
in the homecoming foot­
ball game on Saturday at
1:30 p.m. The complete
homecoming schedule is
as follows:

. Friday, Oct. 17
10 a.m., alumni are in­

vited to the Wyoming Val­
ley County Club, Hanover

Township, for the alumni
golf tournament and
awards ceremony. " ■ '

4:30 p.m., homecoming
displays built by student
organizations and resi­
dence halls will be judged
and a walking tour of the
campus is planned. '

6 p.m., “A Tribute to
George Ralston,” featur­
ing a cocktail hour, din­
ner, dance and a special.,
program on Ralston his-.
melf will be held at The
Woodlands Inn and Re­
sort, Plains Township.
The event continues until
midnight.

Saturday, Oct. 18

. 9 a.m., the annual home-
coming run begins at
Ralston Field. The course.
five miles in length, will
continue through Kirby
Park and the River Com­
mon, to South Wilkes-
Barre, and back to
Ralston Field. r

11 a.m., a pre-game tail­
gate party will be held at
the McBride Field House,
Ralston Field.

11:15 a.m.,. the Golden
Colonels, Class of 1936,
will be honored at a lun­
cheon in the Dorothy Dick­
son Darte Center.

1 p.m., the pre-game
ceremony commemorat­

ing the 1966 Football Colo­
nels, winners of the
Lambert Bowl, will take
place in Ralston Field.

1:30 p.m., the Wilkes
Colonels play Juniata in1
the homecoming football
game, Ralston Field. The
homecoming queen and
court will be crowned at
half time.

8 p.m., a Saturday Night
Soiree in the Annette
Evans Alumni House will
feature cocktails and hors
d’ouevres.

Sunday, Oct. 19
9:30 a.m. to noon, a Sun­

day breakfast buffet will
1- . J . __ 

be served in the Annette
Evans Alumni House as
homecoming draws to a
close.
• 1 p.m., the national ex­
ecutive committee of the
Wilkes College Alumni As­
sociation will meet in
Stark Learning Center’s
Schaeffer Lecture Hall.
All Wilkes alumni are in­
vited to attend this annual
meeting.

For further information
on any of the 39th annual
homecoming activities,
contact the Wilkes College
Office—of—Alumni • Rela­
tions at 824-4651, Exten­
sion 325.



^Annual celebration
[set for Oct. 17-19
• Wilkes College will hold its
; 39th Annual Homecoming Cel-
i ebrat ion' Friday, ;Oct. 17, '
through Sunday, Oct. 19. aS.

: part of the homecoming feqtivl-,
ties. '■

A dinner will honor George.
•’ F. Ralston, dean of students ■
emeritius and special assistant .’

•, to alumni relations, at 6 p.m.i
I Friday, Oct. 17, at the Wood-?
; lands. . •' / '
I*;' A member of the Wilkes ■
(community since 1946,'
Ralston has served as dean of.:'

; men, dean of students, coun«!
i selor, coach, instructor and ad-
' minlstrator. In May. he. receive
his present title and currently.

, assists Anthony J. Shlpula II
*78, director of alumni rela­
tions, as h liaison between the
college and Its 18,000 alumni.

Ralston Is a member and eld­
er of the First Presbyterian
Church of Wilkes-Barre, a di­
rector of the Wilkes-Barre Rec-

■ reatlon Board, a director of the
YMCA, and a board member of
Wilkes-Barre General Hospital.
He and his wife, Helen, are the
parents of four sons, and re­
side in Wilkes-Barre.

Reservations are being ac-
' cepted and are limited to the

< first 460 respondents. Advance ..
■ registration and payment Is re- ;
qulred by Wednesday. For In­
formation contact the Wilkes?'
College Office of Alumni Rela­
tions at 824-4651, ext. 325.

\ CM



George Ralston receives award
George Ralston, left, dean, coach and professor at Wilkes University,

recently received the annual Citation of Distinction awarded by the
Wyoming Valley Interfaith Council. At right is Rabbi Michael Joseph,
president of the Interfaith Council.



Ralston receives ‘Citation of Distinction
George Ralston, longtime dean, coach and professor at Wilkes Uni­

versity, received the annual "Citation of Distinction" awarded by the
Wyoming Valley Interfaith Council. Shown, from left: Helen Ralston,
Ralston, Rabbi Michael Joseph, president of the Interfaith Council;
Jane Brelseth, council member. 'j'L-.

Ralston receives ‘Citation of Distinction’
George Ralston, longtime dean, coach and professor at Wilkes Uni­

versity, received the annual "Citation of Distinction” awarded by the
Wyoming Valley Interfaith Council. Shown, from left: Helen Ralston
Ralston, Rabbi Michael Joseph, president of the Interfaith Council^

j Jane Brelseth, council member.
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Alumnus Stephen L. Flood Donates
$5,000 Toward Scholarship Fund at Wilkes University

Wilkes-Barre -- In tribute to Wilkes University Dean Emeritus, Dr. George F.

Ralston, alumnus Stephen L. Flood, of Wilkes-Barre, President and C.E.O, of AAG

International and Prospect Harbor Trading Co., Prospect Harbor, Maine, recently

donated $5,000 toward his self-titled scholarship fund at Wilkes.

The Stephen L. Flood '66 Scholarship Fund, established in 1997, honors the

leadership, guidance, and personal encouragement provided by Dr. Ralston to Flood

and the Wilkes alumni who resided in Ashley Hall. Flood's recent donation raised

the value of the endowment to $15,000.

A graduate of Devon Preparatory School, in Devon, Pa., Flood attended

Wilkes and Villanova University, majoring in economics, with banking and

finance. He worked as controller and chief financial officer of Wilkes Pool

Corporation; commercial loan officer at Kingston National Bank; truck route

manager of Jewel Tea Company, and was honorably discharged as a Sergeant with

the U.S. Army, 402nd Military Police Prisoner-of-War Camp.

-MORE-

mailto:antosh@wilkesl.wilkes.edu


1st Add: Stephen L. Flood Donates $5,000 Toward Scholarship at Wilkes University

Flood has served as a Wilkes Council Member for the past five years; past

president of Devon Prep and Nanticoke Kiwanis; and former assistant chairman of

the Hanover Township Democratic Party.

An active community member, Flood is a member of American Legion Post

463, Plymouth, Pa.; the Pennsylvania Auctioneers Association; Nature Conservancy;

National Trust for Historic Preservation; Sierra Club; National Arbor Day

Foundation U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum; National and Greater Wyoming

Valley Audubon Society; NASH Car Club of America; the Maine Lobster Owner's

Association and New Jersey Fairness in Taxes Board.

Incorporated in 1972, AAG International is the largest auction house and

provider of Militaria collectibles (from the 1700s to the Vietnam War Era) in the

world. Clients include Hollywood movie and TV production companies, national

museums in America, Britain, Russia, Poland, France, and collectors. Prospect

Harbor Trading Corporation is one of the largest independent wholesalers of Maine

lobsters in the United States.

###
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Photo:
Left to Right - Dr. Christopher N. Breiseth, president, Wilkes University; Dr. George
F. Ralston, dean emeritus, Wilkes; and Stephen L. Flood, president, C.E.O., AAG
International, Wilkes-Barre, and Prospect Harbor Trading Company, Prospect
Harbor, Maine





WILKES-BARRE

♦ Service awards to
be presented Wednesday

Wilkes-Barre will honor four
individuals at its annual Distin­
guished Service Awards ceremony
set for noon, Wednesday at Gen­
etti Hotel & Convention Center,
Wilkes-Barre.

Constance Wynn of Wilkes-
Barre will be honored for contri­
bution and service to the commu­
nity.

Monsignor Andrew McGowan,
George F. Raston and Dr.
Stephen H. Schoenholtz will be
honored for outstanding achieve­
ments.

During the luncheon, award
recipients will be presented with a
plaque. Outstanding students
from city schools will also be rec­
ognized.

For reservations, call Lisa San-
Flllpo at 826-8259. 'j'Li. -cl f|



ADMINISTRATION DEAN RALSTON Record, June 28, 1967

Ralston Tells
Of Rotary’s 1
‘Golden Rule’’ I

George Ralston, a past presi­
dent of Wilkes-Barre Rotary'
Club, addressed the cl uh yester­
day afternoon and substituted!
for Leon S. Case. Jr., executive'
director, Wilkes-Barre Redevel­
opment Authority, who was
scheduled to speak, but was ill.

During the busine ;s meeting,
Frank Loch, president, presented
a check for SI,200 to Justin
Bergman, chairman of club's
crippled children's committee, for
Wyoming Valley Crippled Chil­
dren’s Association,
. Ralston explained the four­
way test of Rotary International,

!is Rotary's version of the "Gold-,
•on Rule.’’ Me urged the member­
ship to make the four-way tost'
a habit in their personal lives. |

The four-way test is: Is it the
truth? Is it fair to all concerned?'
Will it build goodwill and better;
friendship? Will it be beneficial
to all concerend?

Mort Schiowitz, student ex-1
change chairman, introduced E1-!
ena Sylvestre of Argentian, who!
has been an exchange student:
here the last year. Shr* presented.
the local club with a flag of the.
Rotary Club of hcr home town.

President Loch was given a
certificate by John Mattern, past'
president and Rotary Foundation,
Committee chairman, for the club,
achieving status as a 500 per
cent club in the foundation. This
was based on contributions of
$7,750 to Rotary Foundation pro­
gram over the last several years
and rates the Wilkes-Barre club
as highest in District 741.

District Governor Walter R.
Mohr presented General Corey E.
Patton, a past district governor.
with a silver bowl in recognition t
of his service as district governor i
in 1956-57. The presentation was'
in line with the district’s plan to I
honor all past dstrict governors. |



After five decades on campus, the man
known as “Mr. Wilkes” is named “Dr. Wilkes”
a TT’ll tell you a story," George Ralston says, settling

I back into his favorite living room chair. “It’s been
JLtold a thousand times.”

But the story Ralston tells—how he went from being
the youngest son of a dairy farmer to a two-sport athlete
at the University of North Carolina to a teacher at Forty
Fort High to the first athletic director and football, bas­
ketball and baseball coach at what is now Wilkes
University—isn’t the whole story.

The story that should be told is the story Ralston, in all
his modesty, will not tell, but one that the people who
have known him cannot wait to tell: how George Francis
Ralston, dean emeritus, the “Father of Athletics at
Wilkes,” changed lives, influenced futures and molded
students.

“George is with me every day of my life," says Ron
Rescigno Ph.D. ‘58, hon. ‘89, a New York City native
who turned down football scholarship offers to come play
at Wilkes and who later became California schools super­
intendent and a world-renown proponent of computers in
education. “That’s the impression he had on me. He was
my mentor, my coach and my father. He saw tilings in me
that I didn’t tee in. myself."

To commemorate his five decades of service—as athlet­
ic director, coach, dean of men, dean of Student Affairs,
dean emeritus and, now, special assistant for Alumni
Affairs—Ralston was awarded an honorary doctor of sci­
ence degree at January Commencement exercises, giving
the man dubbed “Mr. Wilkes" the right to be called “Dr.
Wilkes."

“Everyone you talk to about Dr. Ralston comments on
how thoroughly devoted he was to the students," says
Wilkes president Dr. Christopher N. Breiseth. “There’s no
one who knows as many alumni as Dean Ralston. He
remembers them with vivid detail and the kind of care
and concern typical of Wilkes. It’s typical ofWilkes
because George Ralston is the one who established the tra­
dition."

Neck and heart surgery over the past few years haven’t
sapped any of the vitality from the 79-year-old Ralston,
who still rides his bike around town, still goes to work in
his office in the Annette Evans Alumni House and still is
as vibrant and entertaining as he was when he left Forty
Fort in 1946 to join B.U.J.C. as a counselor for World
War II veterans looking to attend college.

Fifty unexpected years later—“I didn’t think I’d be
there a year. 1 thought I’d save money and then go back to
school," he says—Ralston was honored for his consider­
able contributions at a reception the night before January
Commencement which was attended by many of his for­
mer players and students.

“One gentleman," recalls Helen, Ralston’s wife of 32
years, “said (that) night, ’It’s hard to imagine how a man
so quiet so humble could have made such a lasting
impression on so many people that they just rally around
George.’"

“I could tell," says former Wilkes football and wrestling
star Marv Antinnes ‘61, who played on Ralston’s last
football team, “right from the first time I met him face to
face that he was somebody who, if you needed help or
guidance or direction, you could very easily go to him and

George
By Randy Yanoshak, The Citizens' Voice

feel very at ease by talking with him. I can't say enough
about him. He was a big influence on my life."

As he was on most people’s.
“Everybody and anybody who ever needed it, George

was always there for them," says Al Nicholas ‘55, who
played four years of football under Ralston and reccndy
retired back to Kingston. “It just happened. You had a few
people who didn’t have any money, but they wanted to
play ball. George took care of them and gave them cash if
they needed. He gave a lot of scholarships, but he paid for
them out of his own pocket.”

Ralston tries to downplay the influence he has had on
people.

“I wanted to say to them several times, ‘How can you
folks come back and be so loyal when I was pretty much a
scamp in a lot of ways’” Ralston says. “I was tough on
them in athletics. I don’t think any of the people today
work as hard as we did back then. They were hard-nosed
people. They paid the price."

But they did it willingly for a man they feared, respect­
ed and loved.

“When he was coaching me, I was amazed because if he
told you to run four laps, he ran all four with the team,”
Antinnes said. “If he said to do 50 pushups, he did 50 push­
ups. He led all the calisthenics and he could do them all.”

College—particularly Wilkes University—is about per­
sonal relationships between students and faculty, Ralston
says, the kind of personal relationships that he had with

his students and
the kind he
hopes the uni­
versity will con­
tinue having.

“I hope they
will continue to
reach and have
relationships with the'*’-
individual," Ralston says. “To me, that’s the essence of the
whole thing, the whole simple, plain idea that at one end
of the log is a teacher and at the other end is a student.
That’s what college is all about."

The name George Ralston strikes many a sentimental
chord among Wilkes alumni, faculty and students, even
now, 11 years after he retired as dean of students. But
while he has left the everyday Wilkes workings, he still is a
vital pan of the community as an alumni representative.

And no one who ever dealt with Dr. Wilkes will ever
forget his touches.

“George was the Spring," Rescigno says. “He was die
wind that blew in from the west, by God. He was the
spirit ofWilkes.”

Excerpted with permission from The Citizens' Voice,
January 19 edition. To read the entire article, visit the Wilkes
Alumni Webpage at http://www.wilkes.edu/WilkesDocsl
UnivRcb'AlumnilAlumHome.html

The Ralston Cheer ▲

■4 George and Helen pose with Ralston’s
lettermen present at his January recep­
tion. Row one: Bill Morgan '53, Helen
Ralston, George Ralston, Nick Heineman
'51, Leo E. Solomon '53, Al Nicholas '55.
Row two: George Elias '54, Dan
Pinkowski '54, Tom Trosko '65, Ted Travis
Bey '65, Norm Cross '51, Joe
Krupiewnicki '53, J. Paul Thomas '51,
Fran Pinkowski '50, Eddie Davis '54, Paul
Purta '67. Row three: Frank Radaszewskl
'53, Gerard Washco '54, Charlie Jackson
'51, Bob Hall '51.
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Honoring
the father

I

1 Five decades after his arrival on campus,
George Ralston, the “Father of Wilkes
Athletics,” is honored by the university

By RANDY YANOSHAK
Citizens’ Voice Sports Writer

The Sunday Voicc/Warrcn Rmlii
George Ralston smiles as Wilkes University president Dr. Chris Breiseth
reads a citation honoring Ralston’s 50 years of service to the school

,L*II s,ory- George
Ralston says, settling back into
his favorite living room chair.

"It’s been told a thousand times."
But the story Ralston tells - how he went

from being the youngest son of a dairy
farmer to a two-sport athlete at the Univer­
sity of North Carolina to a teacher al Forty
Fort High to the first athletic director and
football, basketball and baseball coach at
what now is Wilkes University - isn't the
whole story.

The story that should be told is the story
Ralston, in all his modesty, will not tell, but
the one that the people who have known him
cannot wait Io tell.

The story that should be told is I he one
about how George Francis Ralston. Dean
Emeritus, the "Father of Athletics al
Wilkes." changed lives, influenced futures
and molded students.

"George is with me even’ day of my life."
says Dr Ron Rescigno. a New York City
native who turned down football scholarship
offers to come play al Wilkes and who later
became a California schools superinlendanl
and a world-renown proponent of computers
in education.

"That's the impression he had on me. He
was my mentor, my coach and my father.
He saw things in me that I didn't see in
myself. Almost every day of my life, what­
ever I do. I'm impacted by the association I
had with George Ralston.”

Just like the Wilkes community was
impacted by Ralston’s 50-year association
with what used to be Buckncll Junior Col-
lege.

To commemorate Ralston’s five decades
of service — as athletic director, coach.
Dean of Men, Dean of .Student Affairs. Dean
Emeritus and, now. Special Assistant for
Alumni Affairs — Wilkes University award­
ed Ralston with an honorary Doctor of .Sci­
ence degree Thursday, giving the man
dubbed “Mr. Wilkes" the right to be called
"Dr. Wilkes."

"Everyone you talk to about Dr. Ralston
comments on how thoroughly devoted he
was to the students." says Wilkes Universi­
ty president Dr. Chris Breiseth. "There's no
one who knows as many alumni as Dean
Ralston. He remembers them with vivid
detail and the kind of care and concern typ­
ical of Wilkes. That's typical of Wilkes
because George Ralston is the one who
established that tradition."

Neck and heart surgery over the past few
years haven’t sapped any of the vitality
from the PJ year old Ralston, who — when 

the weather is warm still rides his bike
around town, slill goes to work in his office
al Wilkes* Alumni House and still is as
vibrant, dynamic and entertaining as he
was when lie left Forty Fort High in 1916 Io
join BJC as a counselor for World War II
veterans looking to attend college.

Fifty unexpected years later I didn't
think I'd be there a year. I thought I'd save
money and then go bark to school." he says

Ralston was honored for hi.s considerable
contributions to Wilkes.

"One gentleman." Helen recalls, "said
‘Wednesdayi night. ’It's hard to imagine
how a man so quiet anil so humble could
have made such a lasting impression on <o
many people th.il they just rally around
George '

"If they're in from out of town, they ••al!
It is a very unusual thing because it isn't
anything he did to get all of this love and
affection. It's just him It's just the way he
is. That strikes a chord with people People
don't like fakcry and they never found it in
George as a coach or a dean."

“I could tell." says former Wilkes football
ami wrestling star Man* Anlinnes, who
played on Ral­
ston's last foot­
ball team.
"right from the
first lime I met
him face to face
that he was
somebody who.
if you needed
help or guid­
ance or direc­
tion. you could
very easily go to
him and feel
very al ease by
talking with
him. He normal­
ly gave you the
right guidance
most of lhe
time. 1 can’t say
enough about
him. He was a
big influence on
my life."

As he was on
most people’s.

Rescigno, for
instance: Born
in Mpnhaltan
but raised in the
Bronx, lhe All­
City football

player was offered scholarships by Georgia.
Syracuse and Rhode Island, but was per
suaded by a Wilkes alum to visit Wilkes dur
ing the spring of 195-1, when he was to meet
the engaging football coach.

"George told me I had to meet him .it 3 in
lhe morning al Butler Hall.” Rescigno says

I thought to myself. 'How in Sam Hill am I
going io get there at H in the morning?' I
didn't know where Pennsylvania was I took
a Martz Line bus and arrived at lhe square
in Wilkes Barre at 7. then I found Butler
Hal! I walked into hi.s office and he had his
shorts on. with his socks and hi.s garters for
his socks That's all That's how I met
George Ralston. That was the beginning of a
very productive and fruitful relationship."

This week
was a week for
old friends.
cherished
r c m e m •
brances and
fond lories as
cx-playcr».
students and
acquaintances
met to ccle
brale Rai-
slon’s
h o n o r a r y
degree.

"So many
people said lhe
other night. '1
never would
have been al
Wilkes if it
hadn’t been
for him.’
says Ralston's
wife of 32
years. Helen
"Others said.
*1 never would
have graduat­
ed from
Wilkes if it
hadn’t been
for you, if you

hadn't guided me. if you hadn't shown tin-
lhe way. if you hadn't loaned me lhe money
for next semester.' which he did numerous
times for students. Then, eventually, when
ever they could, they'll pay us back. That'
lhe kind oi jierson that those students wen*
dealing with and they knew they could conn*
to him with anything and he would help "

In lhe years before NCAA sanctions and
everpresent scholarship money. Ralston'
charity toward he. players was both accept
cd graciously and needed.

"Everybody and anybody who ever need
cd it. George was there for them." says Vi
Nicholas, a 1955 Wilkes grail who played
four years of football under Ralston and
recently retired back Io Kingston. "11 ju.J
happened. You had a few people who didn't
have any money, but they wanted to play
ball. George took care of them and gave
them cash if they needed, lie always did
Talk about scholarships? He gave a lot m
scholarships, but he paid for them out of hi-.
own pocket "

"Il was almost impossible to pay for
school*, but George was there." Rescigno
says. "I had every job the university could
offer I did everything I could He was the
glue that kept me there. ..Finally, we made
it through. God only knows how we did it.
but we made it through."

After coming to Wilkes. Rescigno lived in
Butler Hail next to Ralston, who at lhe time
was Dean of Men. Next door was his football
coach, but Rescigno took advantage of other
liencfils.

"I had lhe same clothes size as his."
Rescigno recalls. "If I wanted a pair o!
shoes. I’d go into his room and get a pair of
his. If 1 wanted a shirt. I'd go gel his. Or a
suit or a lie - I'd go gel one of his. God
there were sn many good times.”

"When we were going to Wilkes."
Nicholas says, "he had a convertible and we
used tn steal it and take it for a ride, but he
knew it. lie never told us. but he knew we'd
steal it."

If generosity and benevolence were R.d
slon’s hallmarks, his bicycle was his trade
mark.

Courtesy of Wilkes University

George Ralston leading his Wilkes cheer



lotlight
Ralston rode his bikes — "I’ve only ever

had four of-them,” he says — just about
everywhere he went from his home in a neat
residential neighborhood in South Wilkes-
Barre. To'..meetings, practices, work —
wherever •*..more often than not Ralston
would be getting there on his bike.

"I don't ride it hard.” Ralston says.
■’That's my transportation because it's
cheap. You don't have to put any gasoline in
those. I don't do it for exercise. It’s trans­
portation."

Il also became a symbol that the Wilkes
students recognized and identified as some­
thing genuinely Ralston's.

"George used to play Santa Claus every
Christmas for a big party in the gym."
Helen remembers. "One year, he parked his
bike up at Weckesscr Hall in a place where
he always parked his bike. He went out to
gel it one day Io ride it over Io Rotary or
something, and it was gone.

"Horror! Such a thing!" Helen says, a
smile spreading across her face. "How
could this happen to George Ralston’.'
Everybody knows that's his bike. Il was
determined that it wasn't a Wilkes student
who took his bicycle. Il was out and out
stolen by some kid who saw it there and olf
the bike went. So when George played San­
ta Claus that Christmas, after he presented
his gifts, the student body presented him a
new bicycle."

A charitable gesture. Io be sure - the
Wilkes student body actually bought Ralston
another bike later — but it's one that he
returned exponentially.

“I don't think there's anybody who ever
went to Wilkes.” says former Wilkes
wrestling coach .John Reese, who succeeded
Ralston as AD. ’’who can't look back and
tell something about him. some way he
influenced their life, some memory or story
about him. Everyone ever associated with
the college always remembers him "

Especially his old players.
"He told one story about when he was a

young boy on the farm." Antinnes remem
Iters. "He said he was up on a ladder paint­
ing the roof and (leak of their barn and his
father needed the ladder So he yelled to his
father. 'Send me up a hammer and a big
spike.’ His father sent up a hammer anil a
spike, then he nailed the spike into the barn.
his father took away the ladder and he fin
ished painting while he was hanging onto
the nail. They're shaggy dog stories, but
they’re funny."

"He had these old. folksy stories that
were hard to believe.” Rescigno says.
remembering the same story, ’but he had a
sense of humor it. You had to listen to him."

Listening is half the fun:
"My favorite George Ralston story is

about him as a coach," Breiscih remcm
hers. "I was in Los Angeles meeting with a
group of alumni and I told them a story
about when one of his players was knocked
out and he was lying there on the ground
and Coach Ralston came out anti said.
You’re embarrassing us. Get up and get

back in there and play ' Ron Rescigno says.
That was me.’ ”

“I remember the lime we were in the
locker room at the park and I took his shoos
from him,” Rescigno says. "He had a
speaking engagement al the Rotary or the
Kiwanis or the YMCA or something, anti I
look his shoes, but he wouldn't commit to
saying that someone look his shoes. He gol
dressed in his suit and tic. pul his deals
back on, walked out anti never looked
back.”

"He once was bragging that he could pul
a bell on his chest anti lighten il up."
Antinnes remembers, "then expand his

Coutteiy ol Wilkev Unnemty
George Ralston with his trademark bicycle
chest and break the licll And he did it He
was small, but a strong little guy He was a
center al North Carolina, so he had lo be
pi city lough."

Ralston Ines lo downplay lhe influence he
has hail on |>eople.

"I wanted to say to them several limes.
How can you folks come back and be so loy­

al when I was pretty much a scamp in a lol
of ways?' " Ralston says. "I was lough on
them in athletics. I don't think any of the
|K*ople today work as hard as we did back
then. They were hard-nosed jicoplc. They
paid lhe price."

But they did it willingly for a man they
tcared. respected and loved

"When he was coaching me. I was
amazed because if he told you lo run four
laps, he ran all four with lhe learn,"
Antinnes said. "If he said lo do 50 push ups.
up he did 50 push ups. He led all lhe calis­
thenics and he could do (hem all. That
always amazed me. I could never do them
when I was coaching, but he did. He's what
you'd call a real, good old-fashioned football
coach who didn't ask you to do anything he
wouldn't or couldn't do. and he could prove
il. loo."

“We were playing football al St. Erancis
College and I broke my nose." Nicholas
says. "I came out of the game bleeding, and
he straightened it out and said. 'Gel back in
there, now.’ I went back in."

The moments leap from lhe menial pages
of history when Ralston starts thinking
about his coaching past :

There's Ralston's first football learn —
lhe 1917 squad - which went G o behind
what came to he known as the famed "Sev 

en Blocks ol Anthracite." He can't forget
lhe 1918 Wilkes-Rider game at the old Huber
Stadium in Plymouth: "Many jicoplc will
tell you the greatest (oolb.dl game they've
ever seen in lhe Wyoming Valley was
Wilkes versus Rider College in that llulx-r
Stadium. They brat us 11-35 "

There was the 1919 Irani "With all due
respect. I don't think any tram would match
up with our 1919 team." Ralston says after
considering lhe other championship Wilkes
squads through the years The 39 o win
Wilkes pistcd over what was an undefeated
IJrsinus team in 1957.

In between were II years of Ralston's
football coaching career, when he led the
Colonels lo a 11-32-1 mark. Hi years of has
ketball coaching i7G-|ii9i and five years ol
baseball <2I-IG> A pnqioiienl of the old sin
gle-wing offense, Ralston slill has lhe index
cards with his offensive and defensive plays
in the history rich office he built in his
home.

Just like in lhe classroom, Ralston never
accepted anything less than total effort on
the athletic fields, but winning wasn't
always the goal.

"Winning or losing wasn't everything al
Wilkes,” Rescigno says. "The whole idea of
how you played lhe game, what respect you
brought lo the game, that’s what he provid­
ed. That was lhe philosophy of life he com
milted you lo. When you play the garni- of
life, it wasn't about whether you win or lose.
it's not what what you lake out. it's what
you give back. That philosophy was his. and
il became Wilkes' "

Born in Harrisonburg. Va.. Ralston
moved with his family to suburban Harris 

burg, where they worked a dairy farm. He Q
went to North Carolina, where he starred as g
a center on the football team and a pitcher =
on the baseball team, and graduated in 19Hl
with a degree in biology.

Two days after graduating from college.
he came to l-'orly l-'orl High as an English
teacher and a foulball and basketball coach.
but after the Japanese bombing of Pearl i
Harbor he enlisted in lhe Army. He spent ,
four decorated years, sjieiidiiig most of his,
time in Africa and then in lhe South Pacific.|
during which he earned two purple hearts,
and ascended to the rank of major

Ralston returned lo l-'orly Eort in PJlii.j
then went lo Wilkes in June when Dr
Eugene S. Earley asked him to come lo BJt’l
In counsel returning veterans. The next
year. Earley approached Ralston with plans,
to stall athletic teams and Wilkes, and Rai
•Ion's .stoned Wilkes athletic career began

The falhci <>f lour sons, all Wilkes gradii
ales David. 19: John. 39: Tom, 3H: and
James. JI Ralston served on the execu­
tive boards of 15 different organizations.
including General Hospital, lhe Wilkes-
Barre YMi'A. Salvation Army and Red
t in... He also is religiously devout "Any
place I van go lo say a good word for Jestis
Christ, well. I'll do il." lie says and is a
member of lh<- Eh st Presbyterian Church in
Wilkes Barre

Helen is an Ashley High and 1952 Wilkes
grail who taught music al Wilkes from 1952
5G Itcforc leaving lo concentrate on giving
private lessons

Bui ju.I like Helen admits she knew lhe
fir .1 lime she met George that she wanted lo
•qiend licr life around him. so did most
everyone else.

You must think I was nuts lo come lo
Wilke-. says Rescigno. who recently
retired as Superinlcndanl of Schools in
Hucneme School District m suburban Los
Angeles to be president and CEO ol
Edul.ink. a company designed to promote
th<- use of i-mnpulcrs in class rooms around
the world

"I came because of George. As you get
older, there-. not many things that matter
in life Money. rank, position that doesn't
matter What matters is lhe personal rela
tionships dial you develop over the years
Although I've been gone from Wilkes many.
many years and I haven't been as diligent
as I should have in terms of k'-eping in loiich
with G<-org«-. the relationship I developed in
my mind and my heart has stayed with me
'Hint’s what's important That's what hl'- is
all about."

College particularly Wilkes University
- is about jiersonal relationships between

student and faculty. Ralston says, the kind
ol |K-r>onal relationships ‘.hat he had with
Ins students anil the kind that he ho|ie.- the
university will continue having

"I hope they will continue lo reach and
have relationships with the indiv ideal." Rai
stun says. "To me. that's the essence of the
whole thing, lhe whole simple, plain idea
that at one end of lhe log is a teacher and at
the other is a student. That’s what college is
about."

Tile name George Ralston strikes many a
sentimental chord among Wilkes alumni.
faculty and students, even now. It years
after he retired as Dean of Students But
while he has liven forced lo leave the every­
day Wilkes workings, he still is a vital part
of the community as an ahnnni rcprcscnla-

Xo one who ever dealt with Dr Wilkes
ever will forget his touches.

"George was the Spring." Rescigno says
"lie was the wind that blew in from the
west, by Gixl. He was the spirit of Wilkes "

f Voice, W
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"When they first called me about it I was a
little hesitant. I thought they should pass it

over to someone else.”
George Ralston

On being appointed to the YMCA's board of trustees

Notmg a life of service
George Ralston
being honored
by area YMCA
By G ENELLE HOBAN T - 0
For Timei Leader '

M
ost might know Ge­
orge “Dean" Ralston
for his affiliation with
Wilkes University as aguidance counselor,

dean of students or coach of several
sports teams. What many might not
know is he’s dedicated more than 60
years of service to the Wilkes-Barre
YMCA.

Ralston, 88, said his involvement
with the Y began in the late 1910s af­
ter the president of what was then
Bucknell Junior College, now Wilkes
University, asked that he replace him
on the board there.

Through the years, Ralston held
such volunteer positions as chair­
man of the physical committee and
now serves on the board of trustee s.

The Wilkes-Barre YMCA will hon­
or Ralston with its 2006 Leadership
Award at its Leadership Dinner on
Thursday at the Ramada Inn on Pub­
lic Square.

“When they first called me about it
I was a little hesitant," he said from
the parlor of his Wilkes-Barre home.
“I thought they should pass it over to
someone else. I’ve only helped out as
a lay person for all of these years."

Each year the award goes to an in­
dividual who demonstrates exem­
plary efforts in furthering the YMCA
mission and enhancing the quality of
life in the community.

In addition to the individual
award, the YMCA, a United Way
agency, also will honor a local corpo­
ration for the first time. This year’s
honoree is Commonwealth Tele­
phone Enterprises Inc. The YMCA
also will present the Frank M. Henry
Layperson of the Year Award to Bob
Hawkins.

Ralston, one of nine children, said
he inherited his commitment to ser­
vice from his family.

“My father was a farmer and a very
service-minded person,” he said.

The Virginia native is a graduate of
The University of North Carolina
and played football and baseball in
college.

“I had no future in professional
baseball," he said. “I wanted to go to
medical school, but I didn’t have
enough money. I had a B.A. in biol­
ogy, and I wound up finding a teach­
ingjob in the Wyoming Valley which
I had never heard of."

After a year of teaching English at
Forty Fort High School, Ralston was
drafted into the U.S. Army. After dis­
charge in 1946 he returned to his
teaching post in Forty Fort and

TIMES LEASER STAFF PHGTOS/CLAPK VAN GPGEJI
George ‘Dean’ Ralston, 88, of Wilkes-Barre Is known to most for his affiliation with Wilkes University as both a
guidance counselor and a sports coach. He’s also led a life of volunteerism Involving several organizations, such
as the Wilkes-Barre YMCA.

IF YOU GO
What: The Wilkes-Barre YMCA's Leadership Dinner

When: 6 p.m. Thursday

Where: The Ramada Inn on Public Square, Wilkes-Barre

More Info: Tickets for the dinner are $75 and available by calling Gretchen Sevison at the YMCA at 823-2191, ext. 127.See RALSTON, PageQE



RALSTON
Continued from Page 1E

wound up a guidance counselor
at Wilkes University, where he
met his wife of nearly 50 years,
Helen. They now have four sons
and five grandchildren. And all
four of Ralston’s children gradu­
ated from Wilkes.

“The students at Wilkes are
my fondest memories,” he said.
“I have a lot of vivid memories
that I can write volumes on.”

While at Wilkes, Ralston
founded the football program,
which he coached from 1946 to
1954.

"We started from nothing," he
said. “We had no equipment, and
I had no assistants. They were
the primitive but glorious years.”

In 1965, Ralston Field was ded­
icated to this “father” of Wilkes
athletics. To this day, he said, he
never misses a home game. He
also still volunteers as a special
assistant to alumni relations.

Ralston also is a volunteer
with the Wilkes-Barre Rotary,
Salvation Army, Wyoming Valley
Chapter of the American Red
Cross, Wilkes-Barre General
Hospital and the Wyoming Val­
ley Council of Churches. He is a
deacon, elder and trustee at the
First Presbyterian Church of
Wilkes-Barre.

“I want to do what I can for as
long as I can,” he said. “The
world and the community have
given a lot to me so I like to stay
with giving back.”



On. George Ralston
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being honored
by area YMCA
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M
ost might know Ge­
orge “Dean” Ralston
for his affiliation with
Wilkes University as aguidance counselor,

dean of students or coach of several
sports teams. What many might not
know is he’s dedicated more than 60
years of service to the Wilkes-Barre
YMCA.

Ralston, 88, said his involvement
with the Y began in the late 1940s af­
ter the president of what was then
Bucknell Junior College, now Wilkes
University, asked that he replace him
on the board there.

Through the years, Ralston held
such volunteer positions as chair­
man of the physical committee and
now serves on the board of trustee s.

The Wilkes-Barre YMCA will hon­
or Ralston with its 2006 Leadership
Award at its Leadership Dinner on
Thursday at the Ramada Inn on Pub­
lic Square.

“When they first called me about it
I was a little hesitant,” he said from
the parlor of his Wilkes-Barre home.
“I thought they should pass it over to
someone else. I’ve only helped out as
a lay person for all of these years.”

Each year the award goes to an in­
dividual who demonstrates exem­
plary efforts in furthering the YMCA
mission and enhancing the quality of
life in the community.

In addition to the individual
award, the YMCA, a United Way
agency, also will honor a local corpo­
ration for the first time. This year’s
honoree is Commonwealth Tele­
phone Enterprises Inc. The YMCA
also will present the Frank M. Henn,'
Layperson of the Year Award to Bob
Hawkins.

Ralston, one of nine children, said
he inherited his commitment to ser­
vice from his family.

“My father was a farmer and a very
sendee-minded person,” he said.

The Virginia native is a graduate of
The University of North Carolina
and played football and baseball in
college.

“I had no future in professional
baseball," he said. “I wanted to go to
medical school, but I didn’t have
enough money. I had a B.A. in biol­
ogy, and I wound up finding a teach­
ingjob in the Wyoming Valley which
I had never heard of.”

After a year of teaching English at
Forty Fort High School, Ralston was
drafted into the U.S. Army. After dis­
charge in 1946 he returned to his
teaching post in Forty Fort and

See RALSTON, Page 8E
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When: 6 p.m. Thursday

Where: The Ramada lnn on Public Square, Wilkes-Barre
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Gretchen Sevison at the YMCA at 823-2191, ext. 127.
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wound up a guidance counselor
at Wilkes University, where he
met his wife of nearly 50 years,
Helen. They now have four sons
and five grandchildren. And all
four of Ralston’s children gradu­
ated from Wilkes.

“The students at Wilkes are
my fondest memories,” he said.
“I have a lot of vivid memories
that I can write volumes on.”

While at Wilkes, Ralston
founded the football program,
which he coached from 1946 to
1954.

“We started from nothing,” he
said. “We had no equipment, and
I had no assistants. They were
the primitive but glorious years."

In 1965, Ralston Field was ded­
icated to this “father” of Wilkes
athletics. To this day, he said, he
never misses a home game. He
also still volunteers as a special
assistant to alumni relations.

Ralston also is a volunteer
with the Wilkes-Barre Rotary,
Salvation Army, Wyoming Valley
Chapter of the American Red
Cross, Wilkes-Barre General
Hospital and the Wyoming Val­
ley Council of Churches. He is a
deacon, elder and trustee at the
First Presbyterian Church of
Wilkes-Barre.

“I want to do what I can for as
long as I can,” he said. “The
world and the community have
given a lot to me so I like to stay
with giving back."
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1p.m., Saturday, Monarch Fields

SECTION c
^T^day. November 9,1993

George Ralston catches a football on the Wilkes’ campus. Ralston was the first football coach at Wilkes and he^Do^^rt the^ntTnsn
King's-Wilkes rivalry, which will be resumed after a 41-year absence this Saturday. onss

Knig’s-Wifes revival recalls era when veterans squared off

□ See WILKES, Page 20

enthusiasm."
And some of it at King's and

Wilkes went into football.
Each school started a varsity

program in 1946. and the teams
played a spirited series that
lasted until 1952. The matchup
was discontinued by an agree­
ment between tire two schools af­
ter vandalism on each campus
and In the community became an
alarming problem.

King's dropped varsity football
in 1963 but brought it back tills
fall. Thus, the two schools are
ready to give the football rivalry
another try.

The series will be renewed Sat­
urday when Wilkes and King's
meet for the first time in 41 years.
Kickoff is 1 p.m. at Monarch
Fields in Wilkes-Barre Township.
Ralston, once the Dean of Stu­
dents at Wilkes and now a special
adviser in the alumni office,

hopes it will be .in educational ex­
perience for the student-athletes
at both King's and Wilkes.

"That's the reason I got into
athletics and stayed in athletics,"
Ralston said. “It's the greatest
laboratory they have In an Insti­
tution. athletics. We ought to be
able to teach English better on "
the athletic field than you can in
the classroom. And you can. I can
prove It."

Wilkes named its football field
after Ralston, who arrived on
campus in the spring of 1946 at
age 27 after a five-year stint in the
Army. He went from the rank of
private to major and commanded
a 90mm anti-aircraft gun outfit
during Operation Torch (tire Inva­
sion of Africa) and later in the
Philllplnes. His rise at Wilkes was
Just as meteoric.

The Battle
of

WOkes^Barre

People didn't have a chance to do
anything but produce for war. All
our energies went Into war." said
George Ralston, founder of the
football program at Wilkes and Its
coach from 1946-54.

"Well, man likes to play. It's
one of our instincts. For five, six
years, nobody could play. There
was all this pent-up energy and

8t$TEVE SEE.1BRAT___________
^>es Leader Sports Writer

Four years of fierce warfare
had ended and it was time to
Come home.

Time to leant and time to play,
too.

Many World War II veterans re­
turning to the Wyoming Valley en­
rolled in college to complete their
education. One choice in Wilkes-
Barre was newly founded King's
College. The other was Wilkes
r^ege, a school that started as

Ucknell Junior College in 1933
eventually became Wilkes

University in 1990.
vet tnC these battle-hardened
..tUirans who were now students
ste needcd a way to blow off
j©1- AhB that, basically, is how
h,112Vhy the King's-Wilkes foot-

'©valiy got started.
great,-© Was a war 2oln6 on' 1116
neatest war we've ever known.

: ©©©



Ralston is father figure at Wilkes university
Has had profound effect on the school and its people for a half century

BY JOE COOPER
rOPCOOD TIMES

M
any prestigious srhtxils of higher learning
have a sori of father figure whose name
cannot be mentioned without bringing to
mind the institution with which he is

associated. At Wilkes University, that person is
George Ralston.

From the days when Wilkes was known as Hucknell
Junior College through its al) year growth as a uni
versity. Mr. Ralston has had a profound effect on the
lives of students, faculty and alumni.

Now special assistant for alumni affairs. Mr.
Ralston still rides his trademark bicycle to work from
his home on Mallcry Place tn Wilkes-Barre

He retains fond memories of the years when In­
coached the Colonels football teamsand believes his
19-19 team was the schixil’s best ever.
"With all due respect for the other great teams. I led

that the '49 team was the best ever here at Wilkes We
went undefeated and untied "

Mr. Ralston also served as athletic director, dean ol
men. dean of student affairs and dean emeritus and
was recently the recipient of an honorary doctor of
science degree from the university.

"He is something special." said Margaret (Peggy)
Jones of Kingston, w ho was Mr. Ralston s secretary
for 30 years. "He did a lot for students and always had
their best interests at heart "

NATIVE OF VIRGINIA
A native of Harrisonburg. Va . Mr Ralston gradual

ed from Susquehanna Twp. High School near
Harrisburg and then graduated from North Carolina
University, where he played varsity football Right
after graduating from college, he joined the faculty at
Forty Fort High School, where he taught English and
coached football World War 11 found Mr. Ralston in
Africa and the South Pacific with the U.S. Army
Wounded twice he was awarded two Purple Hearts
and rose to the rank of major

GOOD TIMES ' SAM 5AUNSK
Engrossed in his latest project for Wilkes university, George Ralston looks over a large photograph of a
mural that hangs in Stark Hall. The mural completed by artist Cathai O'Toole is a panorama of Wilkes
university and downtown Wilkes-Barre in which the artist painted the figures of persons prominent in
the development of Wilkes

Shortly after returning to Forty Fort in 19-16. he was
appointed to counsel returning veterans at Hucknell
Junior College and began an athletic program there
at the request of Dr. Eugene Farley, the school’s presi

Wilkes with the Class of 1998. is director of pubh<
relations at Greenwich Hospital tn Connet ttcut

dent. FOUR SONS WILKES GRADS

fond memories of him.

do any thing he wouldn't cominunitv atliliatim-

around the field

Helen enrolled at Wilkes follow mg gi adu
al ion from Ashley High School Siu
\ later taught music at the college

'x Now 80. Mr Ralston did graduate

COACHED FOR 11 YEARS
Mr. Ralston coached football at Wilkes for 11

tutelage, the basketball team had a 76-
109 record. His baseball teams won 24 J
out of the 40 games they played. /

Although he was considered a /

/ ...his x
achievements

m/ rest mainly in the \c
/ memory of those stu-
dents whose paths crossed
. his during a few of the ,

most influential
„h).X years of their
lues that x. life devout Cl

trunk of his auto, drove over to Kingston and
repaired the porch

Why not?” Mr Ralston asked "The lathe, saber
saw. grinder and router 1 work with were all bit thduy
>'i Christmas presents from Peggv Jones

OFFICE FULL OF HISTORY
Quartered in one of the fine old historic buildings

on the Wilkes campus, Mr Ralston’s alumni office
reflects the five decades he has b(*cn an educaPu and
roach at Wilkes

Pointing loan ornate clock on a bookcase Mr
Ralston observes that the timepiece belonged tn
Admiral Harold Stark, who carried it on board ship
dm mg his command years in the South Pacili<

The bookcase itself holds a real Wilkes ti ensure trove
These Wilkes yearbooks." Mr Ralston said, (wmiting to

the rows of volumes n contains, "comprise flu-only
< omplcte set from theeai ly 1950’s to fodav

Mr Ralston's defining role in the school’s sports
pi ngram was recognized some years ago when the
Colonels football facility near Ku h\ Park wa­
il. imed Ralston Field in his honor But as any
Wilkes alum can fell you. his achievements i r t
mainly in the memory of those students wIiom-
paths crossed his during a few id tin- m<>.i infiuen
t i.ii years of their life
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Wilkes University Alumni Scholarship Dinner Dance
to Pay Tribute to Dean George Ralston April 28

Wilkes-Barre - Wilkes University will pay tribute to Dean George F. Ralston,

"the father of Wilkes athletics," at the Annual Alumni Scholarship Dinner Dance on

Saturday, April 28 in the Student Union Ballroom, 84 West South Street.

A member of the Wilkes community since 1946, Ralston, now 83 years

old, currently serves as special assistant for Alumni Relations. Throughout the

development of Bucknell University Junior College and Wilkes College

(precursors to Wilkes University), Ralston has held the titles of dean of men,

dean of student affairs, director of athletics, instructor, benefactor, and

administrator.

Ralston, a native of Harrisonburg, Va., graduated from Susquehanna

Township High School and North Carolina University, and received an honorary

doctorate from Wilkes in 1997. An Army veteran of World War II, (Major)

Ralston served in Africa and the South Pacific and was awarded two Purple

Hearts. When he returned home to Forty Fort, Pa., he accepted the position of

counselor to veterans returning to Bucknell University Junior College.

(more)

mailto:shinkus@wilkes.edu


Page 2 of 2: Annual Scholarship Dinner Dance to Pay Tribute to George Ralston

Deeply committed to community service, Ralston has been affiliated with

the Wilkes-Barre YMCA, the Rotary Club, Salvation Army, American Red Cross,

Wilkes-Barre General Hospital, and the Wyoming Valley Council of Churches.

He is also a deacon, elder, and trustee of the Wilkes-Barre First Presbyterian

Church. For his efforts, Ralston received the Silver Beaver Award from the Boy

Scouts of America and the Citation of Distinction from the Wyoming Valley

Interfaith Council.

Cocktails and hors d'oeuvres begin at 6:30 p.m., dinner is at 7:30 p.m., and

three hours of dancing to the music of disc jockey Rick O'Shea begin at 9 p.m.

Cost is $75 per person. Proceeds benefit the Alumni Scholarship Fund. R.S.V.P. to

the Wilkes Alumni Relations Office at 408-4130.

Photo:

Wilkes University will honor Dean George Ralston at the Annual
Alumni Scholarship Dinner Dance on Saturday, April 28.

###
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Ancestral Colonels To Honor George
Ralston Today

For the past 57 years George Ralston has given to the stu­
dents at Wilkes University. Now, a group of former student-athletes
have decided to give something back to a man that has meant so
much to them.

The Ancestral Colonels, a group of student-athletes who
attended Wilkes between 1946 and 1960, will return to Wilkes today
as part of Homecoming Weekend to unveil a plaque that will bear
Ralston’s name. The plaque, which will be permanently displayed at
the field that bears Ralston’s name, will be presented during a pre­
game ceremony prior to the kickoff of today’s game between Wilkes
and Widener.

Ralston is a native of Harrisburg, PA., and graduated from Susquehanna Township High
Pc'iool and the University of North Carolina, where he was a member of the Tar Heels football team.
An Army veteran of World War II, (Major) Ralston served in Africa and the South Pacific and was
".warded two Purple Hearts. When he returned home to Forty Fort, PA., he accepted the position of

to veterans returning to Bucknell University Junior College, precursor to Wilkes College
... ,• 5 University.

Ralston was dubbed the “Father of Wilkes Athletics” after beginning the athletic program in
1946. He coached the Wilkes football team for ten seasons from 1946 to 1954, and again in 1957,

registered a record of 41 wins, 32 losses and four ties. Ralston also spent ten seasons as the
" -.ct’cr.” coach at Wilkes and five years as the head baseball coach. He also served a stint as the
Tzzctor of Athletics.

Ralston has also served in several other capacities throughout his career at Wilkes. He spent
ten years as the Dean of Men, and also enjoyed time as the Dean of Students. Ralston, who is Dean
7 . ’ ■ of Student Affairs, continues to serve as Special Assistant to the Alumni Relations Office.

The plaque being presented today will bear the following inscription:

George F. Ralston

"Father of Athletics at Wilkes University"

In recognition of his profound influence on the athletic program
and his inspirational support to all coaches and athletes,

the Ancestral Colonels of Wilkes University extend their gratitude
to the man who most emulates the spirit and camaraderie of Wilkes Athletics

Homecoming 2003
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A .IMMEDIATE RELEASE 9/26/03

' ■'TO HONOR GEORGE RALSTON DURING
HOMECOMING PRE-GAME CEREMONY

' hcs-Barre, PA)- For the past 57 years George Ralston has given to the students at Wilkes
University. Now, a group of former student-athletes have decided to give something back to
a man that has meant so much to them.

The Ancestral Colonels, a group of student-athletes who attended Wilkes between 1946
and 1960, will return to Wilkes on October 4* as part of Homecoming Weekend to unveil a

»hat will bear Ralston’s name. The plaque, which will be permanently displayed at
?. field that bears Ralston’s name, will be presented during a pre-game ceremony prior to

the Colonels football game against Widener University which is slated for a 1:00 p.m.
IClClCOffa

Ralston is a native of Harrisburg, PA., and graduated from Susquehanna Township High
School and the University of North Carolina, where he was a member of the Tar Heels
football team. An Army veteran of World War II, (Major) Ralston served in Africa and the

• - Pacific and was awarded two Purple Hearts. When he returned home to Forty Fort,
PA., he accepted the position of counselor to veterans returning to Bucknell University
Junior College, precursor to Wilkes College and Wilkes University.

Reston was dubbed the ‘Tather of Wilkes Athletics” after beginning the athletic program
' He coached the Wilkes football team for ten seasons from 1946 to 1954, and again

: n 19'57, and registered a record of 41 wins, 32 losses and four ties. Ralston also spent ten
seasons as the basketball coach at Wilkes and five years as the head baseball coach. He also
ser/sd a stint as the Director of Athletics.

Ralston has also served in several other capacities throughout his career at Wilkes. He
spent ten years as the Dean of Men, and also enjoyed time as the Dean of Students. Ralston,
who is Dean Emeritus of Student Affairs, continues to serve as Special Assistant to the
Alumni Relations Office.



Plymouth Kiwanis host speaker,
George F. Ralston, a retired Wilkes

University staff member whose educa­
tional career has included teaching,
counseling, athletics and coaching,
recently addressed the Plymouth
Kiwanis Club on good citizenship.
Kiwanis President John A. Gavenonis
presented Ralston, who was intro­
duced by Dr. Joseph H. Smith, with a
Shawnee Indian statuette and a cer­
tificate of appreciation. The club will
meet at 7 p.m. Wednesday at Happy
Pizza, West Main Street, Plymouth.
To learn more about the community

conduct a book drive
The Plymouth
Kiwanis Club Is col­
lecting new and used
children's books as
part of the "Early
Literacy - A Kiwanis
Priority" project of
the Pennsylvania
District of Kiwanis
International. From
left: Gazda, Suzy
McCue of the Matus
Newsstand and
Fabian.

work of the Kiwanis, the public is
invited.

The Plymouth Kiwanis Club is also
collecting new and used children’s
books as part of the "Early Literacy —
A Kiwanis Priority” project of the
Pennsylvania District of Kiwanis
International The books will be used
by children in pre-school through
eighth grade. Collection boxes are at
the Matus Newsstand, 39 East Main
St., Plymouth, and the Eckerd Drug
Store, Blackman Street, Wilkes-Barre.
Used books must be in good condi­
tion. Gavenonis said the donated
books will be given to children’s serv­
ice providers and will be used with
the club’s “Early Literacy Program” at
the Plymouth Head Start Center.
Davenport and his wife, Ellen, have
conducted readings at the center. Dr.

George F. Ralston recently addressed the Plymouth Kiwanis Club on good citi­
zenship. From left: Harry B. Davenport, Bernard Poremba, Ralston, Stanley J.
Kleszek and Gavenonis.

Frank J. Gazda is project chairman,
assisted by co-chairs Harry B.
Davenport and Frank Fabian.



tew fomw Mtes (tesitni
Characteristics of a genuinely educated person
were described to members of the Plymouth Ki-
wanis Club at their meeting at Happy Pizza, Ply­
mouth. Guest speaker was Dr. George F. Ralston
of Wilkes-Barre, a retired Wilkes University
dean, whose education career has included ath­
letics, coaching, counseling and teaching.

Kiwanis President John A. Gavenonis presented
the guest speaker with a Shawnee Indianhead
sculpture and a certificate of appreciation for his
appearance. From left are Harry B. Davenport,
Bernard Poremba, Dr. George F. Ralston, Stanley
J. Kieszek and Kiwanis President John A.
Gavenonis.
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Wilkes to Honor George Ralston and Donald Burke
at January 16 Commencement

Wilkes-Barre — Wilkes University will hold its annual Winter Commencement Exercises

on Thursday, January 16, at 11:15 a.m., in the Darling Theatre of the Dorothy Dickson Darte Center for

the Performing Arts, South and River Streets.

During the ceremony, an Honorary Doctor of Science degree will be awarded to George Ralston,

a longtime supporter and former dean at the University, and an Honorary Doctor of Science degree will

be presented to Donald Burke, Director, Discreet Power Product Development, at Harris Semiconductor,

Inc.

A member of the Wilkes community since 1946, Ralston has more than 50 years of dedicated

service to the University. Throughout the development of the University, Ralston has held the

positions of dean of men, dean of students, director of athletics, counselor, instructor, administrator and

friend to many Wilkes graduates.

A strong supporter of Wilkes athletics, Ralston is the founder of the University's football

program and was the first to coach the team, serving in this capacity from 1946 through 1954. In

addition he coached the men's baseball and basketball teams. , ’■,

Ralston received his bachelor of arts degree in Biology from the University of'Carolina and

served in the United States Army, achieving the rank of major. He also completed some graduate study

at Harvard and Columbia Universities.

mailto:gromalsk@wilkesl.wilkes.edu


1ST ADD - Wilkes to Honor George Ralston and Donald Burke at January 16 Commencement

Ralston is a deacon, elder and trustee of the First Presbyterian Church, Wilkes-Barre. He and

his wife, Helen, reside in Wilkes-Barre. They are the parents of four sons.

The Wilkes University Alumni Association will host a reception to honor George Ralston as an

Honorary Doctorate Degree recipient on Wednesday, January 15, from 6 to 8 p.m., in the University's

Weckesser Hall, on South Franklin Street. For more information on the reception call the Wilkes

Alumni Office at (717) 831-4132

Burke received a B.S. degree in Electrical Engineering from the Technical University of Nova

Scotia in 1954 and joined the Heavy Apparatus Division of Canadian General Electric, in Switchgear

and Control Equipment Design. He then moved into Systems Application Engineering, specialising in

electronic power conversion systems for aluminum refining and electrochemical processes and for large

variable speed drives in the steel industry.

Burke joined RCA, in Mountaintop in 1963 as an Application Engineering Leader for Thyristors

and Rectifiers and moved with that group to New Jersey in 1967 to become Engineering Manager for

those products. In 1976, he returned to the RCA plant to begin a quick turn design group.

In 1980, Burke assumed responsibility for all Power Semiconductor Engineering, moving all

associated functions to the Mountaintop plant. Advanced development of Power MOS transistors was

begun, and a new wafer processing facility was installed for these products. Assembly and test

operations were converted to full-automation.

Following the purchase of RCA, the Product Design activities of General Electric Power

Semiconductors were assimilated into Mountaintop under Burke's leadership. He has continued his role

in New Product Development under Harris Semiconductor.

Burke has lived in Forty Fort, and currently resides in Mountaintop with his wife, Terry. They

are the parents of five children, two of whom are graduates of Wilkes University. The Burke's also

have eight grandchildren.

-30- 010397



PRESS RELEASE
Wyoming Valley Interfaith Council
do Temple B’nai B’rith
408 Wyoming Avenue
Kingston, PA 18704

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT:
Rabbi Michael Joseph
Wyoming Valley Interfaith Council
287-9606 Fax:287-9805

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

George Ralston to Receive Interfaith Council Award for 1998
July 1998— |4e a\S6 -V-lu. Silver 8

Mr. George Ralston, long an outstanding and beloved figure at Wilkes University,

will receive the Citation of Distinction from the Wyoming Valley Interfaith Council

at its Annual Luncheon on Monday, November 23 at 12:00 pm at the Ramada Hotel

on Public Square.

Rabbi Michael Joseph, current president of the Interfaith Council, explained that

“This award is presented annually to a person who has embodied the virtues of

tolerance, problem-solving, and community-building. It has been our privilege over

the years to recognize and applaud the achievement of some very wonderful people.

We are very proud to honor George Ralston this year. His integrity, his love and

compassionate care for young people, his dedication to helping train leaders for our

community - all these qualities make him a most fitting person to uphold the 



criterion of excellence that has been established by the Wyoming Valley Interfaith

Council. In Mr. George Ralston, we continue the tradition of the Interfaith Council

in acknowledging citizens whom in their private and professional lives work

tirelessly for the benefit of others.”

Mr. George Ralston currently serves Wilkes University as special assistant for

alumni affairs, but during his tenure of over fifty years with the University (starting

when it was still known as Bucknell Junior College) he has held many offices,

among them athletic director, dean of men, dean of student affairs, and coach of the

varsity football team. To countless Wilkes alumni, George Ralston personifies all

best qualities of Wilkes University and the Wyoming Valley.

In addition to his activities that centered around Wilkes University, George Ralston

has held many significant community affiliations, including those with the Wilkes-

Barre YMCA, the Rotary Club, the Salvation Army, the American Red Cross, the

Wilkes-Barre General Hospital, the First Presbyterian Church of Wilkes-Barre,

and the Wyoming Valley Council of Churches.

i so Vutc., V i m Bi­

George Ralston is a native of HarrisburgrPennsylvania who joined the faculty of the

Forty Fort High School after graduation from North Carolina University. During

World War II he served in Africa and the South Pacific, receiving two Purple Hearts 



and rising to the rank of major. Following the War he was appointed to counsel

veterans returning to Bucknell Junior College. He also was charged to develop an

athletic program for the college by Dr. Eugene Farley.

Mr. Ralston and his wife, Helen, are parents of four sons, all of whom are graduates

of Wilkes University.

If you would like to receive an invitation to the Interfaith Council Luncheon

honoring Mr. George Ralston, please call the Temple B’nai B’rith office at 287- 

9606.
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Wilkes to Honor George Ralston and Donald Burke
at January 16 Commencement

Wilkes-Barre — Wilkes University will hold its annual Winter Commencement Exercises

on Thursday, January 16, at 11:15 a.m., in the Darling Theatre of the Dorothy Dickson Darte Center for

the Performing Arts, South and River Streets.

During the ceremony, an Honorary Doctor of Science degree will be awarded to George Ralston,

a longtime supporter and former dean at the University, and an Honorary Doctor of Science degree will

be presented to Donald Burke, Director, Discreet Power Product Development, at Harris Semiconductor,

Inc.

A member of the Wilkes community since 1946, Ralston has more than 50 years of dedicated

service to the University. Throughout the development of the University, Ralston has held the

positions of dean of men, dean of students, director of athletics, counselor, instructor, administrator and

friend to many Wilkes graduates.

A strong supporter of Wilkes athletics, Ralston is the founder of the University's football

program and was the first to coach the team, serving in this capacity from 1946 through 1954. In

addition he coached the men's baseball and basketball teams.

Ralston received his bachelor of arts degree in Biology from the University of Carolina and

served in the United States Army, achieving the rank of major. He also completed some graduate study

at Harvard and Columbia Universities.

-MORE-
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1ST ADD - Wilkes to Honor George Ralston and Donald Burke at January 16 Commencement

Ralston is a deacon, elder and trustee of the First Presbyterian Church, Wilkes-Barre. He and

his wife, Helen, reside in Wilkes-Barre. They are the parents of four sons.

The Wilkes University Alumni Association will host a reception to honor George Ralston as an

Honorary Doctorate Degree recipient on Wednesday, January 15, from 6 to 8 p.m., in the University's

Weckesser Hall, on South Franklin Street. For more information on the reception call the Wilkes

Alumni Office at (717) 831-4132

Burke received a B.S. degree in Electrical Engineering from the Technical University of Nova

Scotia in 1954 and Joined the Heavy Apparatus Division of Canadian General Electric, in Switchgear

and Control Equipment Design. He then moved into Systems Application Engineering, specializing in

electronic power conversion systems for aluminum refining and electrochemical processes and for large

variable speed drives in the steel industry.

Burke joined RCA, in Mountaintop in 1963 as an Application Engineering Leader for Thyristors

and Rectifiers and moved with that group to New Jersey in 1967 to become Engineering Manager for

those products. In 1976, he returned to the RCA plant to begin a quick turn design group.

In 1980, Burke assumed responsibility for all Power Semiconductor Engineering, moving all

associated functions to the Mountaintop plant. Advanced development of Power MOS transistors was

begun, and a new wafer processing facility was installed for these products. Assembly and test

operations were converted to full-automation.

Following the purchase of RCA, the Product Design activities of General Electric Power

Semiconductors were assimilated into Mountaintop under Burke’s leadership. He has continued his role

in New Product Development under Harris Semiconductor.

Burke has lived in Forty Fort, and currently resides in Mountaintop with his wife, Terry. They

are the parents of five children, two of whom are graduates of Wilkes University. The Burke's also

have eight grandchildren.
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Andita Parker-Lloyd ’96
MULTICULTURAL AFFAIRS,
BLOOMSBURG UNIVERSITY

I
 was a first-semester transfer student at

Wilkes when my mother passed away

leaving me to raise two of my brothers.

I was only nineteen; they were twelve and

seven. Instead of walking away, the faculty,

staff, and students at Wilkes did everything

they could to help me. It was a wonderful

experience that even my brothers remember.

I give a lot more time than money right now,

but I'd love to name a building someday!

I wouldn't be where I am today if it wasn't

for Wilkes. To me, Wilkes means family.



WILKES FUND
CONTRIBUTOR

Jean Pall
PARENT

I
've watched as my daughter has

become a self-assured young woman

ready for a bright future. 1 want that

for other people's children too. Th. '.s

why I give to Wilkes University ant .vhy

I'm going to keep giving even after r n

graduates. When parents show the', care

by giving to Wilkes, they are inves' g in

their own children, and also in a..

bright new students who will foil At

Wilkes, people really care about our sons

and daughters. That's why I'm sure

Karyn will give to Wilkes someday, o.

Supporting



C.J. Copley ’98, 00

mTILKES FUND
CONTRIBUTOR

or me, Wilkes University is about

chance and opportunity. 1 wasn’t

sure 1 had the requirements to be

accepted to Wilkes. But they took a chance

on me and because of that I worked hard

and I got involved. In the process, I found

out what 1 was made of. It almost brings

tears to my eyes when I think about some

of the people who believed in me. I have a

successful career now because of Wilkes

University. I will always give back to Wilkes

because of what Wilkes gave to me.

worting



George Ralston
“FATHER" OF ATHLETIC PROGRAM

T
he students at Wilkes University

are my reason for being. Wilkes is

the only place I’ve ever worked

and for fifty years 1 have tried to give a part

of myself to the students, to get to know

them, talk to them. People at Wilkes

University deal with students as individu­

als. that's what makes Wilkes special. I still

visit when I can and help out with alumni.

My wife, Helen, and I offer financial

support because we believe in the students

at Wilkes. They are the future of America,

of our world.



itysxo)

Sandra Piccone 77

W
’ ilkes enriched my life while

I was a student and it has

been a joy for me over the

years to continue to use its resources—the

library; continuing education cla'-es. As an

alumna, I believe the value of m; diploma

is only as good as the current re f ration of

my alma mater. As a communit;. member, 1

believe Wilkes is the regions str ..m and

makes the community a better pd .; to live.

Volunteering my time and provid ng

financial support are two ways of . . wing

how strongly I believe in Wilkes ..wetsity.





Iljm

Bill Perlmuth ’51
ATTORNEY, STROOCK, STROOCK

E. LAVAN — NEW YORK CITY

W
' ilkes gave me an excellent

education that prepared me

to excel at Columbia L v

School and in my career in a Wall Str- ; law

firm. 1 feel a real affinity for Wilkes:

because of that joined the Board in !>

1 have remained on the Board so I car.

instrumental in supporting Wilkes ar. ..

bringing support to Wilkes through : ra­

tions and grants. It’s an excellent smal’.

school; students really benefit from h. s a

caring administration and faculty. Al! o my

success began with Wilkes.



<1

John H. Ellis IV MD, 79

believe that once you reach a ceriain

point in your career, life is more about

giving than about taking. It’s about

appreciating those who were instrumental in

helping you and about giving someone else

the chance to have the opportunities you

had. 1 was a local student who received an

outstanding education at Wilkes as part of

the Hahnemann Scholarship program.

That's why, once 1 was able, I established a

scholarship to help full-time local students

attend Wilkes. Its my way of giving back,

my way of sharing my success.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

George Ralston to Receive Interfaith Council Award for 1998

July 1998—

Mr. George Ralston, long an outstanding and beloved figure at Wilkes University,

will receive the Citation of Distinction from the Wyoming Valley Interfaith Council

at its Annual Luncheon on Monday, November 23 at 12:00 pm at the Ramada Hotel

on Public Square.

Rabbi Michael Joseph, current president of the Interfaith Council, explained that

“This award is presented annually to a person who has embodied the virtues of

tolerance, problem-solving, and community-building. It has been our privilege over

the years to recognize and applaud the achievement of some very wonderful people.

We are very proud to honor George Ralston this year. His integrity, his love and

compassionate care for young people, his dedication to helping train leaders for our

community - all these qualities make him a most fitting person to uphold the 



criterion of excellence that has been established by the Wyoming Valley Interfaith

Council. In Mr. George Ralston, we continue the tradition of the Interfaith Council

in acknowledging citizens whom in their private and professional lives work

tirelessly for the benefit of others.”

Mr. George Ralston currently serves Wilkes University as special assistant for

alumni affairs, but during his tenure of over fifty years with the University (starting

when it was still known as Bucknell Junior College) he has held many offices,

among them athletic director, dean of men, dean of student affairs, and coach of the

varsity football team. To countless Wilkes alumni, George Ralston personifies all

best qualities of Wilkes University and the Wyoming Valley.

In addition to his activities that centered around Wilkes University, George Ralston

has held many significant community affiliations, including those with the Wilkes-

Barre YMCA, the Rotary Club, the Salvation Army, the American Red Cross, the

Wilkes-Barre General Hospital, the First Presbyterian Church of Wilkes-Barre,

and the Wyoming Valley Council of Churches.

George Ralston is a native of Harrisburg, Pennsylvania who joined the faculty of the

Forty Fort High School after graduation from North Carolina University. During

World War II he served in Africa and the South Pacific, receiving two Purple Hearts 



and rising to the rank of major. Following the War he was appointed to counsel

veterans returning to Bucknell Junior College. He also was charged to develop an

athletic program for the college by Dr. Eugene Farley.

Mr. Ralston and his wife, Helen, are parents of four sons, all of whom are graduates

of Wilkes University.

If you would like to receive an invitation to the Interfaith Council Luncheon

honoring Mr. George Ralston, please call the Temple B’nai B’rith office at 287-

9606.
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George Ralston Honored at Wilkes University's
Annual Alumni Scholarship Dinner Dance

Wilkes-Barre - George Ralston, "The Father of Wilkes Athletics," was recently
honored at Wilkes University's Annual Alumni Scholarship Dinner Dance.
Proceeds from the event provide scholarships to current Wilkes students.

At 83 years old, Dean Ralston currently serves as Special Assistant for
Alumni Relations. A member of the Wilkes family since 1946, Ralston is a native
of Harrisonburg, Va., and resided in Forty Fort before and immediately
following World War II. He currently lives in Wilkes-Barre with his wife, Helen.

More than 80 of Dean Ralston's friends, family, and former co-workers
and students turned out to pay tribute to one of the University's most beloved
family members. Offering their memories of Dean Ralston were speakers: Jane
Lampe-Groh, former dean of students, Garfield Jones, class of 1972, Charlie
Jackson, class of 1951, Bill Goldsworthy (Alumni Association president and class
of 1976), and Attorney Sam Lowe.

Photo: from left to right are: Gary Williams, from Shavertown, Wilkes class of

1972, master's class of 1982; Garfield Jones, of Laflin, class of 1972; Bill
Goldsworthy, of West Pittston, Alumni Association president, class of 1976; Dean
George Ralston, of Wilkes-Barre

###
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WILKES COLLEGE BEACON Thursday,

B/JflRRGEORSE RALSTON RETURNS FROM COLUMBIA

carrying banner* and wearing dink."

- F. Ellloa

Quotable Quotes

a community ami a campus project.

tooth brushes.

.•hen the sophomores

WO

| Student Council president Don Rey-

for the students of Wilkes Col-

committeeit JO per

BOOKSTORE HOURS

.Mechanical Dept.: Schmidt**

ATI

Bob Chase
Diek Bailey

president of Bowdoin College, "The
small libera! arts college may be
defined as a place where everybody

will he two stuffed poodles and two
sets of fountain pens.

The affair is slated as
and modern dance hop '

Thursday, Friday
Saturday

Phi Beta Kappa, and who is next
to flunk out, am! why!”

Stahl’s Colonel costume is sche­
duled to feature blue and gold de­
corated cutaway with tails plu«
gold pants and plug hat, repre­
senting tne school’s colors as well
as its emblem.

Stahl has volunteered to work in
co-operation with the college yell
team in his spirit-raising project.
Tentative plans by the committee
already contemplate his early in­
troduction io the rampus as the

There will be a Beacon,
meeting Monday at noon,
on the third floor (front) |
at 159 South Franklin St.

Editorial and business offices
located on third flour of 139
South Franklin Street. Wilkes-

dance for the night preceir-
bowl game which, heaven 1
them, they have entitled the

lie campus court of
■nvcnc nt the gymna-

Hanks and Harry Wilkie.
name indicates, a main fmj1

Members of the spirit co;
in addition to Stahl, inclta

post m college Dirccion.
ietics, but will relinquim built his 

projects to increase interest in the
sports program, most notable of
hich is the naming of committee­
man John Stahl to take the part of
Colonel Wilkes at all home football

Schrader nnd his orchestra will pro-
vide the dancing music from nine
until twelve.

Saba, who is also dance chairman,
announced that prizes will be

Friday . 9-12; 1-3; (
Saturday 9-

Week of September IT
Jfonday. Tuesday, Wednesday

Bowl.
.[ In line with the spirit mo S

— WILKES COLLEGE —

Beacon
Register and Vote

One of the more important duties of American citizenship
is voting. Our democracy is based • upon rule 'by the consent
of the governed. Your vote is your way of saying what you
want the elected officials to do. failure to carry out this duly
means the loss of your voice in your government.

In Pennsylvania, as in most states, you are required to
register before you can voice your opinion at the polls.

The deadline for registration is next Monday, September 17.
If you are not on lhe roll, you will not be eligible to participate
fn the important presidential election coming up on November 6.

Remember! Your vote counts.

increase with the steadbewen. Bob
big growth in the nlzo and Neil

Sports Editor . Ed McCafferty
Editorial Assistant T. R. I’rice

Homecoming Queen
In the past, the Homecoming Queen has been selected by,

the staff of the BEACON, which sponsors the half-time ceremo-;
nies at the homecoming game. There has been criticism of this
system in the past; the general consensus being that it wasn't'
democratic.

This year something different will be tried. In order Io give
more people a voice in the selection, students can nominate any
female student (day or night school) by writing a "Leiter to the
Editor" slating the name of the candidate. Leiters may be mail­
ed or left at the newspaper's office. All letters must bo signed.

If fewer than six nominations are received by the closing
date, October 8, the staff of the BEACON reserves the right to
nominate a sufficient number to bring the total to at least six.

Alter the nomination, the Queen will be selected by the
editorial board, on the basis of beauty.

There are plenty of pretty women on the campus, so
expect to be deluged with letters in the next few weeks.

ychology. Ralston putF "
ridcncy at Columbia, I’H.
irking on his dissert’ fro
y of several of the cutchmen lack

Hazing Begins Sept. 24;i Male Chorus Tryouts
Daily Tribunal Meetings | Scheduled for Monday
And Projects Planned Dir. Lowe Announces

_ I Dean of Men ne
NEW T.flHNRE AT HARDING HALL Fnr “Psvch” Di- - - - -  ’ - -  —- - - - - - - - - - - . IIU10L* t*
TO ACCOMODATE MEN, WOMEN Wd to Music i Four

j^duled
two

i.c returns > of last
having married theqc foot-

itler Itawkiuco Inter-
nrr. next Sat­
'd the muVjrt King3.

*’3 Hofstra’s
“ a charity
’ forty Fort -

t‘n|ib for their
iron's fund.

editorials —
Editors Open Letter to Freshmen

(ound youraeU in the midst o! a coltcaialc
^°r *\rs* :*n,c *n -’ou* l*vcs- You were unfamiliar

the area and the people were strangers.
By this time, however, most of you know how Io find the

gym and the cafeteria. Several faces have become recog­
nizable. Perhaps some fast friendships have been begun.

In this hectic week you have been loaming a good deal
about how to get around on campus and what is to be expected
°t|Y®u- Your Freshman Handbook and speeches have told you
all that. r J

Soon, classes will convene, and with them will come hazing.
Usually the period of hazing makes Orientation Week seem
routine. Confusion and mixed emotions" are the order of the
day. Every year the group administering the hazing has
promiscd to do all they can to make it constructive and worth­
while. However, each time the result has not been all that it
could be.

It is improving. So please bear with it. The frosh have
been very good sports in the past and the upperclassmen, we
hope, will go about the hazing with a mature, progressive view-1

Hazing should be a constructive lime of acquaintanceship
with your classmates and the upperclassmen. It can be if all
enter it with the proper spirit.

NEW STUDENT CCJ,“ yX’
HOLDS FIRST ME»1’■'?nd

WC SCHOOL SPIRIT COMMIT’S
INTRODUCES COLONEL WILK-

In an effort to increase student! college Colonel at the firstred
interest in campus activities, and i proposed series of student befast

i —«...—• --------- Committee members havtans
beer, strenuous in urging _a!|-
dance at the college’s first 

Year of Progress
• YGar marks the period of Iho greatest expansion ,
m the 23-year history of the College. Leading Iho list of campus
improvements are the construction now in progress on the
v? Science Building, the acquisition of the Wadham
building and its lot for faculty parking and the Wright Street
property which is to serve for student parking.

The Science Building, a fitting tribute to one cf Wilkes-
Barre s most world-famous citizens, will provide the College j
with modem facilities for the instruction of the sciences, as well ■
as providing facilities for research.

The Wadham building will be used to expand dormitory
facilities, a long-needed improvement. It will also be used to
alleviate the present need for classroom space, caused by the
construction of the Science Building.

The two parking lots, one for student uso and one for Iho
faculty, are located at the soulhem end of the campus. The
faculty lot is entered from South Franklin Street and lhe students
will enter their lot from Wright Street.

The former faculy lot was on the present construction site'
and lhe student lot takes the place of the space (south of the
cafeteria), which has been transformed into a grass plot.

Progress doesn't come easy. Sometimes a price must be
paid. Our price is inconvenience; though temporary. The work
now being done has caused the loss of two large classrooms,,
the art room, and allows only limited use of the lecture hall.
We trust that everyone will see the need of this and cooperate
until the completion of the Science Hall. chairmen of the comnr

ante: Ed Kotula, rJ handout
I.-.rj- M.ittey, cntertainmPn the
’ii-ginia Brehm, chaperonc»'1on<L

Hazing committee chairmC°-hit
Saba presented the ideas
group and was given scvcM0
gestions by the council merPoun(!

At the suggestion of Rd an'!
ton, the council president aj^rth.
a committee on school jpij-sport

j Job of this committee wil’Hlgh
| find ways and means of im’ff 'n
and preserving school spirit.1"-
Vann is chairman.

The move cam plenty
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Gridders Drill For Charity Game

BOOTES8S REBUILDINGTHE WAY THE BALL BOUNCES
FOG? COMING SEASONby Ed McCafferty, Sports Editor

quad. riil! Rlnkcn, who played a

you kno what we know.

•rmcn i>[

the twenty-ninth nt

played in a bowl game.

nough. Students sliping down to Annville in a caravan of cars creep-

Plymouth High and the 185-pound

trophies on Alumni Homecoming

Hom*. A P.M. i

now toiling as an instructor and

SchoolI Bani

4—Lafayette ---------Away. < P.M.

20 —Gettysburg
gridders gives them automatic nom-

10-Phlfa. Textile -----  Home. 2 P-M.

of the first Wilkes team in 1940.
he played tackle for four years.
winding up his brilliant career with

For AH Ycur School
And Personal Needswhich the public relations office

hopes to place in the gymnasium
upon completion of the current

October
6—Ithaca _

13 - Uninus”
20 - Lycoming

peted on an intercollegiate level.
Using the YMCA pool, the Tankers
functioned for some years before

Erank Rossi was a three-sport
nan at South Huntington High

FALK CHOSEN TO HEAD
P.R.O. IN N.J. SCHOOL

football, wrestling and baseball.
After hosting Hofstra, the foot­

ball team will journey to Annville
the following Saturday, September
29. to engage in its first bowl game,
the Bologna Bow], against Lebanon
Valley College.

Con'-h Russ Picton has built his
team around 12 lettermen. The

ago.
One letterman who earned his

FERRIS APPOINTED TO ASSIST
REESE WITH '56 SOCCER SQUAD

game schedule: four of these games
are home contests, as compared

by cx-Wilkcs football players in a
recent poll conducted by the Wilkes
College public relations office.

mediate sensation.
elusive and known

While yours truly is not the publicity director for the junior class,
one more small item should be recalled. As was mentioned before, nil
the final arrangements have not been made. As soon as every little
thing is settled, the details will be published in the Beacon.

Right now, however, is a good time to plan to support the Colonels.
This looks like a big year. The football team, drilling hard for their
first encounter, may very well come up with a winning season; and
their dike counterparts. Coach Reese’s hooters, arc seeking their fourth
straight sweet slate. And Wilkes fans have an opportunity to see the
squads piny n total of 10 out of nineteen games ut home. So . . .

While at Wilkes, Jonni was
• own all around the campus for
,.is many activities. A baseball

Chuck Robbins
— SPORTING GOODS —

23 North Main Street

Mrs. Joseph Falk of 388 Chestnut
St, Kingston.

November:
3—Pa. Military Coll. Homo. 2 P.M.

10—Bridgeport----------Away “ 1
17—Moravian ------- Away. I
’—Bologna Bowl at Lebaion
••Wilkes Alumni Homecoming

year. The college football fans
will thus get to see some fine small­
college football.

(in his day), the Kingston veteran
was Interested in all types of
sport*.

Sutherland Lant Swimming
Lo Herman on Campus

Probably unknown to most people

FOOTBALL
Coach: Russell R. Picton
Homo Reid: Kingston H. S. Stadium

September:
22—Holitra

SOCCER
Coach: John Reese
Homo Field: Kirby Park

con. one of the founders and first
president «f the College Press Club.
sports editor of the Beacon, and of
course, sports publicity director for
the College.

Jonni, or Ivan as his parents

At

POMEROY’S

Two Former Gridders
Named “Decade’s Best”
In Wilkes P. R. 0. Poll

Al Nicholas, "Outstanding Back
of the Decade", ami Gerard Wash­

ing attack with z\l Manar.

Hoats was a standout
la^t year, both on the

i Wilkes iiost to iiofsira
' Next Saturday: Four

Home Games Scheduled
With their opening game two

■ weeks earlier than that of last
i year, the Wilkes Collego foot-
' ball team will commence Intcr-
■ collegiate competition next Sat-
j urday. September 22 at Kings­
ton Stadium, hosting Hofstra’s

' Flying Dutchmen in a charity
tilt sponsored by the Forty Fort -
Kingston Kiwnnis Club for their
underprivileged children’s fund.

Hofstra holds a 4-0 edge over
| Wilkes in its football scries with
. the Colonels, so Coach Russ Pic-

bouncing around here on page three trying to figure out and let you
know just which way the ball does bounce.

LOOK WHO’S BACK. A welcome back to all you fellow students

Open A
riJApr.r AfHWrVHruiuu nu\;uui1l

‘.Mo" Naso-



Colonels Open Against Hof str a Tomorrow Night

First row, loft to right: Julius Yurchak, Wilkes-Barre; Josef Reese, Kingston: Jim Stephens, Plymouth; Boyd Heats, Wilkes-Barre; Jim
Walsh, Bronx, N. Y.; Frank Rossi, Huntington, N. Y.; and Art Tambur, Harding. . ,

Second row: Coach Russ Picton; Bill Rinken, Harveys Lake; Al Manarski, Plains; Noil Dadurka, Los Angeles, Calif.: Bob Manonis,
Kingston; Bill Parish, co-captain, Huntingdon; Ron Rescigno, co-captain, Cambria Heights, L. J.; Mike Dydo, Askam; Bob fogavonus, Han­
over Township; Dick Wozniak, Nanticoke; Bill Ewasko, Student Manager. , . ,

Third row: Sam Puma, Wyoming; Jerry Loewen, Wilkes-Bane; Tom Doty, Wyoming; Fred Williams, Wilkes-Bane; Bob Gayeski, Glen
Lyon; Mike Tcrnowski, Kingston; Joe Molski. Glen Lyon; Carl Zoolkoski, Kingston: Ray Yanchus, Wilkcr.-Barrc; Ron Ercolani, Allentown.

-------------- SEE FOOTBALL STORY ON PAGE 3 --------------

WILKES COLLEGE

Sanring tho Valley

for 22 Years

_ — WILKES COLLEGE — . .

Beacon-^
THE BEACON

Serving the College

since 1944
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2 Added tc, Faculty SOS' TALL FROLIC’
George Elliot Reclaims
Position as Teacher;
Graduates Take Jobs

Last year, at this time, he had
the problems of more than half of
the student body to worry about
and this year he has to think only
abmit the problems of those few
students whom he ad.iscs. For
you see Mr. George F. Elliot, who
last year was acting Dean of Men,
is back al his former position as a
professor of Economics.

When Mr. George F. Ralston, the
Dean of Men, returned to Wilkes
{ter completing study for his doc­
ket- nt Columbia I’ni rrsity, Mr.
IV; left ( liuse Hail an : returned
EM office in Holbnba.-k Hall.
Br Elliot tommen: -i that it was
Vdcrful” to be la.!; teaching
Vi that his year as Acting Dean

iz- ‘-"th ••intcrestin and “chal-
. tinging” and “all in all. will make
me a better teacher”.

Mr. Elliot reported that classes
were running smoothly, and that
he was getting back into the routine
of classes, lectures, and exams. "A
return to Paradise." the former
•lean Stated about his return to the
classrooms.

His students are glad t>» welcome
such a likeable professor back
teaching again.

Mr. Robert J. Miller
Mr. Robert J. Miller, an alumnus

of Wilkes and a Wilkes-Barre na­
tive, is now a member of the Eng­
lish Department. He -.teived his
A-B- in English in HMM, the first
graduating class of the foui-ycar
college.

He entered Columbia University

rllUb'-rt
hope that thss year’s council would;

Marchetti’s seven-piece combo.! otter and Bennett.

remained nt Columbia until 1951 as;
a member of the Bureau of Publica­
tions.

Is that of last year by eppros
mately 40. Transfer students. !
in number, arc included in the:
totals.

the frosh are fairly evenly divided '
in their selection of courses. This I

whopping 2 t" 1
odds in any league.

energetic sophomores, who begin
their part in the freshman hazing
program next Monday with the
first regular tribunal meeting, the
affair tonight will be the first dance
-porsor.-il by 3 particular Wilkes
organization.

an annual feature of
week, was sponsored

nlent Council, which,
■an representing any parti-
ap cr. campus, is supposed
ent the student body in

! Wilkes College Student' Gene Marchetti's Septet will Perform
Highlights Program of At Initial Sophomore Dance Tonite;

i Philharmonic Concert Ushering in Home Football Weekend

a dorm sometime in the fu-, Philharmonic Orchestra Concert i
■ '-""'■“‘ PRES. MOSER HOLDS

FIRST I DC MEETING

Tho sophomore class holds its Fall Frolic dance tonight Io
kick off the first big weekend at Wilkes — tho weekend of tho
first homo game.

Tomorrow night opens the Colonel gridiron season at Kings­
ton Field, and tonight opens the first Colonel football weekend.

i Gene Marchetti’s orchestra is
slated to play for the dance to­
night, which will be held in the
college gymnasium on the lower
campus. South Franklin Street.

MrsTOMilir AT W(D (STO
shmnn class. The i

,'ninasium.
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Whai... Where... When...

BAND AWAY FOB 3 GAMES In- -etvol a w«. j• .,t
In the words of Bob Moran, lead-1

Lebanon Valley (Bologna Bowl)
contests.

er of the Wilkes College Band.
“things look pretty good" as far
as the Band is concerned this year.

for the British. French and A veri­

Plans nre already underway for, Detroit.
the Biir Band Bln-t on October 12. Dr. Ku-ln-. who re-ides with hi-
This is an annual affair, and is the wife in Pittston, i- a meber of the
only College dance during which Rotary am! Po!iti- :il S< i« nc«- A--—
there nre no breaks for the band; | ciation of International Law. II,-
there are four hours of continuous has spoken ninny limes throughout |
dancing. The big ••blast” is ,n the the U. S. on international affair-.
eve of the Wilkes Alumni Home- Mrs. Alico Schappcrt
coming. This year there will be a new I

Joe Szostak is manager of the fat(. at t|u. fro„t (k.J,k lhl. wiIkcs (
Band this year. He also holds the. Librarv> Kor voll students who'
office of president, with Marilyn. have V(,t t„ cntcr thl, |j|,niry this'
Carl as secretary; the Band s li-; <l.,nc.;tl.rt is still a Mystery.
brarian’s will be Janet Jones ami Th()St, wh<) k;|Ve mct AIic(..
Carl Ernst. ____________ pcw Schappcrt have found her

- both patient and understanding.
— WILKES COLLEGE — Mr-. Schnnnert is a graduate of

Beacon
A newspaper published each week
of the regular school year by and
for the students of Wilkes Col­
lege. Wilkes-Barre. Pa. Sub­
scription: SIJ10 per semester.
Editor Thomas Myers
Asst. Editor Norma Jean Davis
A«>t. Editor Janice Schuster
Sports Editor Ed MrCnffrity
Editorial A«l’tant T. It. Prlre
Business Mgr. Boh Cha-e

Wilkes College, class of ID IP, am!•
• fiom Carnegie Library School, a

Our new librarian is married to
GillsTt Schappcrt. a member of the ;

i G. A. IL High School faculty, ami I
' is the mother of two children. The
> <ehnpperts resid" nt 31 Birch St.
| in Wilki-—Barre.

Editorial ami hu-ine— office-

.Mechanical Dept.: Schmidt*
Printer;, rear 33 North Main
Street. Wilke—Barre. Pa.

  

located on third floor of 139
South Franklin Street, Wilke—
J Jar re. on Wilkes College rampu-.

HAZING [REmOD ©PENS ©N MONDAY

Enlarged Male Chorus
Ready for Banner Year,
Plan Varied Concerts

MEETING NOTICE
Thorn will be a meeting of

the BEACON nfalf at noon to­
day in the paper'll office.

Anyone who wishes to write
for the paper, with or without
experience, is welcome to at­
tend.

will bo given.
The office is on tho third Boor

at 159 Soulh Franklin Street.

‘GHOSTS' FEATURED
•v smri’lTY II'Z'NG

Tnvna nre r.uro aa
Death, it’s clear.

But taxor, are much
Moro Severe!

Gvm Scene of Trials;
Tribunal Warns Frosh
To Obey Regulations

MOST RECENT ADDITION TO COLLEGE CAMPUSFORMER WADHAM HOME

‘I hi- liig home at 273 South Franklin Street
i- fa-t hemming a familiar -ight tn Wilk*-- -tu-
drnt». Il i- the -itr of many ria—r*. Many

The home wa- purrha-ed from the Wadham
r-late and i- the 3f*th building maintained by the
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Helen Ralston, soon to be honored by the Wilkes University Alumni Association, has long been well known for her love of music.

Wilkes pays tribute to Helen Bitler Ralston, class of ’52
By MARY THERESE BIEBEL I 7nbiebel@thnesleader.c0m

hen Charlie Jackson was working his way through Wilkes College back in 1949, students on the maintenance
crew were eager to clean Gies Hall, all because of a certain perk.

“We used to fight like heck when Helen was in there,” said Jackson, a Swoyersville native now retired after 45
years in education. “We all wanted to clean that building, just to hear her practicing.”

chritude.’

a seed that day, or if Ralston would
have noticed Helen Bitler on his own.
But a few years later George and He-

Helen Bitler, as she used to be
known, had a beautiful voice, Jackson
said, and, when the maintenance guys
saw the woman who went with the
voice, they were even more impressed.

“Oneday, we were laying flagstone
and (founder of Wilkes athletic pro­
grams) George Ralston came up,"
Jackson remembered. “We were

shooting the breeze, and along
comes Helen, from a distance.

‘1 said, ‘Coach Ralston, see that la­
dy? Hank and John and I elected her
‘campus queen.’ ”

Other members of the Wilkes Uni­
versity Alumni Association would like­
ly agree with that sentiment During
its annual dinner on April 25, tire asso­

ciation will pay tribute to Helen Bitler she’s a gracious person. Fourth, she
Ralston, class of 1952, in honor of her represents the epitome of female pul­
contributions to the school

But let’s return to what Jackson Jackson doesn’t know if he planted
told Coach Ralston in 1949about that
lady who was crossing campus.

“First of all, she’s beautiful. Sec­
ond, she’s very talented," Jackson re­
members he pointed out. “Thirdly, See TRIBUTE, Paqe14B

mailto:7nbiebel@thnesleader.c0m
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TRIBUTE
Continued from PagetB

lenRalston were married. They cel­
ebrated their golden wedding anni­
versary before his death in 2007.

“I miss him so very much,” said
Helen, who remembers she was in­
troduced to the dashing coach in
1952 during her senior dinner
dance in the Crystal Ballroom of
the Hotel Sterling.

“He said hello in his beautiful,
soft, melodious voice,” Helen said.
“He was a Southern gentleman, the
kind who always tipped his hat.”

Helen and George danced to­
gether all evening. ‘He waited a
few weeks after that to call me,” she
said—and in 1956 they married.

Over the decades George Ral­
ston served as dean of men, dean of
student affairs, professor and foot-
ball/baseball coach at Wilkes — 

watching it develop from Bucknell
University JuniorCollege to Wilkes
College in 1947 and then to Wilkes
University in 1990.

Helen kept busy raising four sons
— David, John, Thomas and James
— while mentoring students and
teaching voice lessons. “I was teach­
ing like mad at home,” she said. She
also played lead roles in Wilkes stage
productions, such as Mother Abbess
in “The Sound of Music.”

“I don’t want to slight anyone
else,” former Wilkes alumni direc­
tor Tony Shipula said. “But togeth­
er they were a kind of ‘first couple’
of Wilkes. They were just a good
family. They were faith-based and
had their priorities in order.”

Occasionally, the oddest thing
could become a priority, retired
Wilkes administrator Jane Lampe-
Groh said, remembering with a
chuckle that Dean Ralston once
told her to confiscate a guinea pig
from a dormitory.

What would become of the little 

creature, whose presence on campus
was against the rules? Would it go to
the SPCA, possibly to be euthanized?

Tire Ralstons ended up shelter-
ingthe animal at their house-— and
when they evacuated during the
flood of 1972, it was one of the few
things they managed to rescue.

“Iran for my purse where my wal­
let was,” Helen said. “John took his
golf clubs. Our youngest son
grabbed Squeaky in its cage.”

Nowadays, Helen concedes, her
ideal pet is a cat.

But her longtime vocation as a
singer and vocal coach remains
constant.

As a girl growing up in Ashley,
daughter of a railroad man, Helen
remembers, she begged for singing
lessons. Her parents agreed but in­
sisted she study piano first.

She took lessons at Bucknell Uni­
versity Junior College — Wilkes’
forerunner—and by age 17 was sing-

IF YOU GO
V/hat: ‘A Tribute to Helen Ralston'
at the Alumni Scholarship Fund
Dinner. Proceeds benefit The
Alumni Scholarship Fund.
When: April 25, with cocktails at 6
p.m. and dinner at 7
Where: Henry Student Center
Ballroom, second floor, 84 West
South St., Wilkes-Barre
Tickets: $75
RSVP: 800-945-5378 ext 7787 by
Wednesday

ing professionally, taking a streetcar
from Wilkes-Barre to Kingston Cor­
ners to solo for $5 at the former King­
ston Methodist Church.

At 83, she’s still a soloist, now for
First Presbyterian Church of
Wilkes-Barre.

“She’s been quite a leader in the
choir," the Rev. Robert Zanicky
said. “She’s certainly a wonderful
personality, very caring and friend-

Helen Ral­
ston, third
from left,
sang an
Inspirational
‘Climb Every
Mountain' as
the Mother
Abbess In a
Wilkes Col­
lege produc­
tion of 'The
Sound of
Music.'

ly, very much a lady. On more than
one occasion, when she’s sunga so­
lo or duet it’s moved me emotional­
ly, almost to tears."

For other people who enjoy hear­
ing Helen Ralston sing, there’s no
"almost” about it.

Retired college professor Al
Groh and his wife, Lampe-Groh,

proved that on a recent afternoon at
their Kingston home, when they
played a recording of Helen singing
“Climb Every Mountain” and let
the tears flow.

• “It’s so beautiful,” Lampe-Groh
said.

“Magnificent," her husband add­
ed.

http://www.timesleader.com



