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Wilkes’ Breiseth gracefl ms wiA l®mg tawe, fonger list of accomplishments
HE'S DONE SO
much in so little
time. People who
have worked with
Dr. Christopher
Breiseth over the
last 16 years 

daring his tenure as president of
Wakes University come away
impressed by his dedication and
romm-tment, both to the
ur.-ver-i-y and tr the commumfi.
Just last week, the
Lr:.-Defamation League honored
- - and his wife. Jane, for their
leadership in strengthening the
bands . f this wonderful!} diverse

Jprocal reUtionsliip

<. ne of the earlier contributions
made thit 1 remember was the

reation of the Council of
residents. It seemed that within
rst a few years of his coming to
‘Hikes, he brought together the
ires, .dents of tile five colleges of
he Wyoming Valley into an
rg-i-hali’jn in which — v. idle
„.» -s.il to retain the normal
r.mvidn_ity of their respective
nslrtutior.; — they work together
o resohe their mutual problems.

OPINION
TOM BIGLER

. icurr iculum of each is
students of the

other cn a mutual exchange. For
example.student in one
instiruticr. needing a course not
curretny effered that semester,
r et m _iiab!e at the neighboring
instit-dtn, could enroll and have
th: merits transferred. At the very

□noil strengthened
:• tr. the r eality and opportunities
. -,.r education in the area.

Others see Dr. Breiseth as a
- . fri. r.d of mine who had

. : .r_- : : rofessor at Wilkes
in the .: 5 Js recently toured the

sized at the
. .tr that have taken place.

Most: t.ispicuous among the
• during Dr. Breiseth’s
tenure, of course, were such things
as the new buildings. There is the
COB ' Cia room Office Building)

r .turd'-vant
and Capin halls on South Franklin
Street, the new student union

■ /,. and the
Arnaud C. Marts Sports and
Conference Center on South
Franklin Street. There is also the
Bur ns Alumni Belltower and
Carillon and the fine statue of John

“It is testament to the Breiseths’ service to the
community that he has received virtually every one of
the most prestigious awards given by the community
to its leaders.”

Wilkes that now gazes northward
over the Fenner Quadrangle that
unites the major campus.

Less conspicuous but
nonetheless impressive has been
the remodeling of all those fine
homes of former captains of
industry in the community which,
under the first president, Eugene
Farley, once provided much of the
main housing for Wilkes College.
So many of these were acquired
during that time that there is the
apocryphal story about the owner
of Isaac Long’s Department Store,
who sent President Farley a note
announcing that he and his.wife_
were going to be out of town for a
few weeks but would return, and
adding, “Please don’t take my
house while we’re away.”

Fine as these houses were, a
major task for the Breiseth
administration has been to
conform with today’s requirements
for safety and handicapped
accessibility. This effort has
consumed a great deal of money
and time, and could not have been
accomplished without Dr.
Breiseth’s leadership and vision.

One of Dr. Breiseth’s
noteworthy accomplishments is to
have led the institution to its
designation from college to
university status in 1989. Five
years later another major step
included the addition of the School

of Pharmacy, which will graduate
its first class this month.

But his interests and concerns
extended well beyond the
university itself. Both he and Jane
have served and still do serve on
the boards of many of the
community’s social service
organizations. It is testament to
their service both to the boards
and the community that he has
received virtually every one of the
most prestigious awards given by
the community to its leaders.

Among the more significant
contributions are those which
brought together the knowledge
and facilities of the centers of
higher learning with those of the
greater community. One of these is
a remarkable computerized profile
of the Wyoming Valley which
combines its demographics in
great depth overlaid upon its to­
pography. Both King's and Wilkes
have worked together in producing
what is a most valuable tool for
developing the resources to serve a 

whole range of commercial and
public interests.

Another, and perhaps more
important example, of Dr.
Breiseth’s leadership is in the
Earth Conservancy. This is a
critical effort to restore thousands
of acres of land ravaged by the coal
industry, returning much of it to
the tax rolls of the municipalities
in which they exist, retaining
critical sections for environmental
protection and development and
assigning a section for what
hopefully will become a major
industrial business park that will
assure rewarding employment
opportunities for the young people
of this community.

Throughout this period — and
like the presidents of most private
institutions — Dr. Breiseth has
been on the road almost constantly
visiting alumni throughout the
United States seeking not only to
develop new funding for the
university but also to retain a
sense of family among Wilkes 

graduates. In the process, the
University endowment increased
during his tenure by more than 800
percent.

Given that the average tenure of
college presidents is something
like seven years — a tenure that
tends to exhaust most — and Dr.
Breiseth has kept up this
strenuous pace and steady stream
of accomplishments for more than
a decade and a half, it is not
surprising to find that he thinks he
needs a breather.

This doesn’t mean that he
believes that everything has been
accomplished and that his work is
done. He would be the first to say
that many challenges remain on
which he and teams of trustees,
faculty and administration will
continue to work for months to
come.

What Dr. Breiseth has done so
much to build is a living, growing
institution. It is a record of
accomplishment for which anyone
could be proud, and for which he
can be assured that this greater
community will remember and
honor him for as long as it exists.

Tom Bigler is professor of
communications at Wilkes University
and a Times Leader columnist. His
column is available online at
www.leader.net

http://www.leader.net
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Change of heart
Northwest Area decides to keep its

NEWSSA

Pie-eyed for Easter
Woman has her hands in making
a delicious holiday treat.
TASTE ID

Rocker back in bigs
Atlanta reliever gets a standing ovation
as he returns to action.
SPORTS1C

President’s era saw huge growth of endowment

Wires dritf Breiseth to retire
B* KEVIN HOmZAN

’.’J — • - - .versitj
Esinen: Llhristopber xxLCSxnced

ut-h± i his plain rfiz*  frxn his post
.’an 1 2 JI - after uiutt >*'_  be a 17-year
te-r: n office, tiie in the in-
stitutmc t history.

L mvcTbi!l 'jfficuiit uud they pJaa to as-
• . - • . . ____

tr.embers, adminis'-ralort and tl-denls
i lire a naliunal beard. Crxn to find a re-

INSIDE: Highlights from Christopher
Breiseth's career, 8A.

placement for the 63-year-old president —
a process they estimate could take about
one year.

Breiseth’s announcement to more than
300 faculty, staff members, students, ad­
ministrators and members of the board of
trustees sparked a standing ovation that
lasted several minutes, university

spokesman Mark Davis said.
“He looked very proud, and very pol­

ished. and was strong throughout the
whole thing." Davis said. “There might
have been tears afterward” when he was
meeting with people individually.

The press was barred from attending
the announcement and Breiseth was un­
available for comment Tuesday.

Breiseth was too emotional to attend a

S04 BREISETH, Pago BA

Academics, politics on resume
. BeforeJoining'Wilkes la 1984. Breiseth served as_presiJent ol

Deep Springs' e ■ ( i!a. professor of history at’Sangamon
■^StaielinlvirsItY; and assistant professor 6I history at Williams
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Tenure at school included change, developmentBREISETH
Continued from 1A

press conference held shortly after
the announcement, Davis said. It
will likely be a few days before the
president will talk publicly about
his retirement.

Gerald Moffatt, chairman of the
university’s board of trustees, cit­
ed the president’s age and the
length of his term as reasons for
his decision to retire. He said the
board put no pressure on Breiseth
to retire.

In a press release issued by the
university, Breiseth said he made
his decision after careful delibera­
tion.

“I have been weighing this deci­
sion for the past few years and
have decided the timing is right
for the university to begin the
process of selecting its next
leader," Breiseth said.

During Breiseth’s term as presi­
dent, the university constructed
and remodeled several buildings
on campus, created the School of
Pharmacy, and grew its endow­
ment from $3 million to morethafi
S25 million.

He received several awards for
his work as a community leader
and helped establish the Earth

Conservancy.
“I have found him to be a man of

the highest integrity and great wis­
dom," said U.S. Rep. Paul Kanjors-
ki, D-Nanticoke, who worked with
Breiseth on the Earth Conservan­
cy.

“Northeastern Pennsylvania has
been greatly enriched by his lead­
ership, and I look forward to his
continued involvement in the com­
munity.”

Breiseth’s term has not been
without controversy.

In 1998, the university adopted
a plan to slash 32 teaching jobs in
three years and cut its art, eco­
nomics, materials engineering and
physics majors and master’s pro­
gram in health care administra­
tion.

The number of undergraduates
attending the school has plummet­
ed by about 400 students since
1992, although enrollment in its
graduate classes during that time
increased dramatically, college of­
ficials said.

The president is the second uni­
versity administrator in a week to
announce jjlanS to:'retire,..*  J-

,.$gchael Le^n^cpJp^gjijeffOiifv
academic affairs, revealed last
week that he will retire Jan. 15,
2001.

After Breiseth retires July 1,

Some highlights from Christopher
Breiseth’s career as Wilkes University’s
president:
DECEMBER 1983: Becomes Wilkes Col­
lege's fourth president.
APRIL 1985: Formally inaugurated as
president. "We commit Wilkes to the
strengthening of the students’ involve­
ment in their own learning," Breiseth
said.
APRIL 1986: Restructures several de­
partments, creating the School of Busi­
ness and Economics, the School of Physi­
cal Sciences and the College of Arts and
Sciences.
MAY 1989rReceives an honorary de­
gree from Luzerne County Community
College.
OCTOBER 1991: Denounces any connec­
tion between the thallium poisoning
death of Wilkes-Barre electrician Robert
Curley and the chemicals present in the
Wilkes University chemistry department
that Curley and co-workers renovated in
1991.
JUNE 1993: Announces Wilkes Universi­
ty will soon offer a doctor of pharmacy
degree, the only school in Northeastern
Pennsylvania to do so. The school opens
In August 1996.
JULY 1994: As chairman of Earth Con­
servancy, Breiseth asks Luzerne County
Commissioners for a $2 million line of 

2001, he,plans to take,4. pne-year
‘"KSabbatical to Tejuvenatekand then

hopes to return to Wilkes Univer­
sity to teach history part-time,
Davis said.

Breiseth is the fourth president

credit to purchase 17,000 acres of mine-
scarred land in the county. Breiseth and
other Earth Conservancy board members
refuse to reveal which banks hold $15.5
million in federal taxpayer money to be
used in the purchase. The county turns
the board down.
MAY 1995: Along with leaders from 10
colleges in three counties, Breiseth pub­
licly endorses the proposed arena/con-
vention center.
DECEMBER 1996: Signs an agreement
with King's College President James
Lackenmier and College Misericordia
President Albert Anderson for a common
academic calendar, course exchanges
and a distance learning program for the
three institutions.
MARCH 1997: Announces a 15-percent
tuition hike and the downsizing of staff in
an effort to save $800,000.
MAY 1998: Announces changes in some
of Wilkes University's degree programs.
including the elimination of undergradu­
ate degrees in art, economics, materials
engineering and physics.
FEBRUARY 2000: Expands Wilkes Uni­
versity's arts education program by
adding programs to the Wilkes Communi­
ty Conservancy, an outreach program
that provides dance, music and theater
classes for area residents.

-Kathe Kier

of Wilkes University and the
length of his term is second only
to founding president Eugene Far­
ley.

Call Hoffman at 829-7139.



Wilkes University president retiring
Dr. Christopher Breiseth
led school post 16 years
By Tim Gulla
Cttixens Staff Writer

The second longest-serving
president in Wilkes University’s
history announced Tuesday that
he will retire next summer, giv­
ing the university’s board of
trustees approximately 14 months
to find a replacement.

Dr. Christopher Breiseth, the
university’s president for 16
years, said in a prepared state­
ment: “In many ways, the best
years of my life have been those
at Wilkes. I am immensely proud
of what we accomplished together
— the trustees, faculty, staff, stu-.

IV-

Dr. Christopher Breiseth

Father Alan Fanuska at the Uni­
versity of Scranton and Father
James Lackenmier at King’s Col­
lege, I have chosen to announce
my intention to retire more than
a full year prior to the effective
date to ensure an orderly transi­
tion,” Breiseth said in the pre­
pared statement.

Davis explained, "He's giving
the (college's board of trustees)
plenty of time to begin the search
process for his replacement.”
Davis said that the board would
appoint a selection committee and
would most likely employ a
national search for a replacement

Davis added that the national
average for the tenure of a col­
lege president is seven years.
Breiseth will have served in that
position for 17 years.

dents, alumni and many friends
of the university.”

Breiseth made the announce­
ment during a private meeting
with the university’s faculty at
the Dorothy Dickson Darte Center
for the Performing Arts Tuesday
morning.

Media representatives were not
allowed inside the facility during
the announcement. However, uni­
versity relations Director Mark
Davis said the faculty gave
Breiseth a standing ovation fol­
lowing the president’s “emotion­
al” statements.

College offi­
cials made it
clear Tuesday
that Breiseth
was retiring,
not resigning.
An anonymous
letter sent to
area media out­
lets prior to
Tuesday's announcement suggest­
ed that the university’s Faculty
Affairs Council had asked Breiseth
to resign and that the faculty has
experienced “immense dissatisfac­
tion" in the management of the
university.

The anonymous letter also not­
ed that the university has been
suffering from a significant
enrollment decline, the loss of
academic programs, and “serious
faculty retrenchment."

Professor Jane Elmes Crahall,
chair of the Faculty Affairs Coun­
cil, refuted allegations that the
faculty asked Breiseth to step

down. “We did not have a vote of
no-confidence and no one called
for one,” she said.

Elmes Crahall said, “Any group
of 130 will have people with
mixed opinions. Can I point to
times we disagreed? You bet.”

Overall though, she described
the faculty’s relationship with
Breiseth as one of congeniality
and “spirited debate” in the best
interest of the students.

Gerald Moffat, chairman of the
university’s board of trustees,
noted on Tuesday, “Our policy is
not to comment on anonymous 

reports.” However, he said,
“(Breiseth) reports to the board
of trustees and the board of
trustees has not asked for his
retirement at all. ”

Moreover, Moffat believed that
filling Breiseth’s shoes would be a
difficult job.

“You need to appreciate, Chris
has been here 16 years. He has
been a leader not only of the uni­
versity, but in the business com
inunity,"

Officially, Breiseth announced
that his retirement would be effec­
tive July 1, 2001, which is three
months shy of his 65th birthday.

“Like my good colleagues,

Moffat commented: “It is with
a feeling of deep gratitude for all
that he has accomplished for
Wilkes University that I accept
Dr. Breiseth’s decision to retire.
His tenure has been one of dra­
matic development and growth in
the life of this institution.”

Moffat said of Breiseth’s
advanced notice of retirement,
“This kind of thoughtfulness has
been a hallmark of his leadership
and will allow the careful selec­
tion of his successor.”

The university has seen many
changes over the last several

years and has
felt the economic
pinch of enroll­
ment declines.

But Moffat
said things are
getting much bet­
ter.

Moffat said,
“We went

through a process several years
ago where we identified a signifi­
cant amount of costs to be elimi­
nated.” The university, he said,
took a hard look at attrition, ear­
ly retirements and the elimination
of programs that were no longer
viable. “That has helped us
tremendously," Moffat said.

He added, “We’re now focused
on a strategic planning process to
take us through the next three to
five years."

The process, he said, would
make sure “we have the programs
in place to support the vision we
have for the university."

“You need to appreciate, Chris has been here 16
years. He has been a leader not only of the universi­
ty, but in the business community. ”

Gerald Moffat
Chairman of university’s board of trustees



President of Wilkes University, Wegman's Food Market
to be honored by NAACP at

C.l/ ll-l-oo
Dr. Christopher Breiseth, president, Wilkes Uni­

versity, will be presented with the NAACP’s “Com­
munity Service Award,” and Wegman’s Food Market,
Inc., Wilkes-Barre Township, will be presented with
the NAACP’s “Diversity Leadership Award.”

Dr. Lenworth Gunther will be the keynote speaker
at this year’s Freedom Fund Banquet held by the
Wilkes-Barre NAACP.

The event will take place on Friday, Nov. 10, at the
East Mountain Inn.

Freedom Fund Banquet
From New York’s public schools, including

Stuyvesant High School, Gunther went on to become
a Woodrow Wilson and Ford Foundation Doctorial
Fellow and receive four degrees from Columbia Uni­
versity: BA, MA, Master of Philosophy and a Ph.D.
in American history with specialties in African Amer­
ican, West African, and Russian studies.

• The event will begin with a networking reception at
6:30 p.m. followed by dinner at 7:30 p.m. Call 829-0974
for ticket reservations.



Local^ews

Wilkes president offers public lecture on Lincoln, Roosevelt and leadership
c.’ -M-ay-vj

University President
Dr. C hristopher N. Breiseth will
pre _ public lecture. Abraham
1—and Franklin Roosevelt:
Diroensic-ns of Leadership in a
?: Lncal Democracy, on Sunday,

y 6 at 8 p.m. in the Dorothy
Dicsscn Darte Center for the
Performing Arts.

R=£aning on the nature of
leadership in our political

Breiseth will discuss
throughout history Ameri-

cans have had a chronic discon­
tent ■. .th their politicians, that
~ people feel like voting is

citing “the lesser of two evils."
But. c; Breiseth explains, this
ir.kn’.wledged imperfection of
the . . tern, process, political

■ : . : our preoccu-
t. .. ■ A.-.-.erican presi­
dents.

.: thi. public fasci-
.. ■ .America’s presi­

de --..dBre.Ath. "Given the
. 'A. Lincoln

- . ■ t . der . during
'A jree’.e'.t< ri *■.,  the

.'.eric War II, an 

analysis of their leadership
qualities in the context of these
crises demonstrates crucial di­
mensions of political leadership
in America’s democracy."

Breiseth explains that in the

OuickInfo

Public lecture set for
May 6 at 8 p.m. at the
Dorothy Dickson Darte
Center on the campus
of Wilkes University.

Lecture will take a look
at the dimensions of
leadership of Abe
Lincoln and Franklin D.

instance of Lin­
coln and Roo­
sevelt, America
chose, at times
of profound
crises, men
who had a vi­
sion of what
was most im­
portant to the
country.

A central
characteristic

Roosevelt of each man
The lecture is free. was his belief

in and respect
for the ultimate wisdom of the
people.

And, the two men were among
the most effective communica­
tors of all our political leaders.

“While Lincoln did not have
the benefit of radio to reach his
fellow citizens, he had the power 

of print to convey his carefully
developed arguments, expressed
with eloquence that is unri­
valled among our public lead­
ers,” said Breiseth. “In Roo­
sevelt’s case, he had an ability to
simplify the issues facing the na­
tion so that they could be under­
stood by the great mass of
American citizens,” added
Breiseth.

“He made the nation feel like a
family, despite all its diversity 

and internal tensions, and the
labor unrest and race riots that
punctuated the otherwise re­
markably harmonious war era
in 1943, the most desperate peri­
od of the war for America."

Breiseth will also delve into
the important roles their wives,
Mary Todd Lincoln and Eleanor
Roosevelt, played as supporter
of their husbands’ presidency
and First Lady of our country:
The first to be called First Lady,

Mary Todd Lincoln “took the so­
cial responsibilities of the role
with a new seriousness that in­
fluenced all future administra­
tions,” said Breiseth. Eleanor
Roosevelt “worked faithfully and
indefatigably for Franklin’s suc­
cess as a political leader. Just as
she nursed him back to health
after the attack of polio, she
worked at his side” around the
nation, even the world, to sup­
port his presidency”
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Aslilev woman’s attitude keeps her going
* <

Karen Charles of Ashley receives a master of business administra­
tion degree from Christopher Breiseth, retiring president of Wilkes
University, at a gathering In February. The presentation of her de­
gree was delayed by Charles’ surgery to remove a brain tumor.

:t came a little late but Karen
Charles received her master’s
decree in Fcbreaiy when family
and friends Qathcred in her
hometown to celebrate her life
and aecompoShments.

- KB '• MX DKCTS " ’ | I/'

tt 7i are the first words
I : h.-.: yvuiT! hear from Karen

JL Bridget Charles of Ashley.
she may have a right to

.j.c;cn the negative, 43-year-old
Chirks realises she is lucky to be
c?..’ve, and is looking toward her

Charles earned a master of
? _<h.ess administration degree

Wilkes University in June,
the same month she underwent
sargery for a brain tumor. With
the outcome of this cruel irony
still uncertain. Charles and her
supportive family strive to keep
an optimistic outlook.

During the final weeks of her
studies, Charles was experienc­
ing headaches and a loss of con­
centration that was evident in
both her school work and her job.
“No one suspected there was a
health problem,” said her aunt,
Dorothy Yazurlo of Laflin. “We
thought it was stress."

The last course that Charles
needed to complete in order to
obtain her degree was Decision
Sciences, a class that involves a
i -t of statistics, probability and
logic.

“I had trouble setting up the
esnuations that were necessary for
the class," she said.

Charles turned to a friend, San­
dra Harper, for some tutoring,
and Dever gave up.

C/3 June 29 Charles was taken
■-■- v e emergency room at Wilkes-
Barre General Hospital, and un­
derwent 6urgery to remove a
grade four glioblastoma multi­

tonne himor the following day.
Charles missed her graduation

day, but on Feb. 18, her friends
and family gathered at the Ashley
Fire Hall for a celebration of her
life and achievements. At the cel­
ebration Charles was presented
with her master’s degree by
Christopher Breiseth, retiring

C; president of Wilkes.
“There are very few survivors

of this type of brain tumor. The
survival rate is 5 percent at six
months," Yazurlo noted. “We’re
cautiously optimistic."

Charles has endured radiation
therapy, chemotherapy and a sec­
ond brain surgery in November
to remove scar tissue and some
of the tumor that had grown back.
Every few months she has to have
a brain scan, and the last one
showed no change — a very good
sign, Charles said.

She traveled to Johns Hopkins
University Medical Center in
Maryland and Massachusetts
General Hospital for additional
consultations, and all of the opin­
ions on her condition and treat­
ment concurred with those she
had received at home. Charles
has confidence in her local med­
ical professionals, neurosurgeon
David Sedor and oncologist
David Greenwald.

“They’ve both been wonderful
to me."

Charles, who was born and
raised in the Wilkes-Barre area, is
the daughter of Fred Charles and
the late Mary Shea Charles. She
is the sixth born of their eight
children, a large and close family
that has become even closer dur­
ing this crisis.

Charles is a 1975 graduate of
Meyers High School and earned
a bachelor’s degree in economics
from Wilkes University in 1991.
That same summer she began
working on her master’s degree
through the Wilkes Weekender
Program.

Charles is employed as opera­

tions manager at First Security
Investments of Kingston, where
her sister, Margaret Charles
Slusser, is chief executive officer.
When Charles fell ill, Slusser be­
came the communication link for
the family, which has spread out
across the country.

Using e-mail to keep in touch
and the Web for medical research,
the family rallied to the aid of
their sister.

The other Charles siblings in­
clude Dr. Kevin Charles of New
Hampshire, Dorothy Charles
Schwab of Arizona, Mary Jane
Charles of Texas, Katie Charles
Biernacki of Ashley, Robert
Charles of Wilkes-Barre and Mary
Patricia Charles of Wilkes-Barre.

Brother Kevin arranged for
Charles to consult with the doc­
tor in Massachusetts, and sister
Dorothy flew in from Arizona to
accompany her on the consulta­
tion trips. Mary Patricia stops by
daily on her way to work to pre­
pare breakfast for Charles, and
Mary Jane has flown in from
Texas to help out. “They’ve all
been very supportive,” Charles
said.

Father James Paisley of St.
Maria Goretti Church in Laflin 

has acted as spiritual adviser to
Charles, and her uncle, John
Shea, flew in from Georgia to be
of assistance during her illness.

“I’m the moral support,” said
Yazurlo with a warm smile for her
niece.

The main job for Charles is to
keep her chin up. She completed
six months of an 18-month course
of chemotherapy, and recently
she suffered a seizure that left her
with some weakness and difficul­
ty in walking. Blood clots in both
legs required the implantation of
a filter in a vein near her heart.

Charles, who resides with
friend Bill Shaffer of Ashley, is
looking forward to the day when
she can return to her job at First
Security Investments. She said
the company has been good to
her, and is willing to work with
her needs when she is ready to
return.

Charles is facing one of the
greatest challenges of her life,
and if a discouraging word has
come to mind, she won’t let it
cross her lips.

“It’s Karen’s optimistic attitude
that keeps her going,” Yazurlo
said.
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Breiseth to head
N^w York institute

WILKES-BARRE - Wilkes Uni­

versity President Christopher N.
Breiseth has accepted a position
as president and CEO of the
Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt In­
stitute in Hyde Park, N.Y.

Dr. Breiseth, 64, who will retire
as the fourth president of Wilkes
in June, had originally intended
to teach at Wilkes after a one-year
sabbatical to complete his book
on Ulysses S. Grant.

Dr. Breiseth earned a bache­
lor's degree from UCLA, a mas­
ter's degree from Oxford Univer­
sity and his doctorate from
Cornell University. He began his
teaching career at Williams Col­
lege and Sangamon State Univer­
sity, now University of Illinois at
Springfield. He also worked in the
Community Action Program at the
Office of Economic Opportunity,
Washington, D.C., completed a
Danforth post-doctoral fellowship
at the University of Chicago and
served as president and dean of
Deep Springs College, California.



SCRANTON TIMES
SCRANTON, PA

THURSDAY 43,070
FEB 15 2001

IIHHIIIIIIIUIIIIIIIIIIIWI
BURftELLE'S

.i’tcl 51 XX-..b

Wilkes President
To Head Institute

Wilkes University president
Christopher N. Breiseth has ac­
cepted a position as president
and CEO of the Franklin and Ele­
anor Roosevelt Institute in Hyde
Park, N.Y. PJ 31'3 |

Dr. Breiseth,'64, who will re­
tire as the fourth president of
Wilkes in June, had originally in­
tended to teach at Wilkes after a
one-year sabbatical to complete
his book on Ulysses S. Grant.

He earned a bachelor’s degree
from UCLA, a master’s degree
from Oxford University and his
doctorate from Cornell Univer­
sity. He began his teaching ca­
reer at Williams College and
Sangamon State University, now
University of Illinois at Spring­
field. He also worked in the Com­
munity Action Program at the
Office of Economic Opportunity,
Washington, D.C., completed a
Danforth post doctoral fellowship
at the University of Chicago and
served as president and dean of
Deep Springs College, California.
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Plymouth

Kiwanians Club learns more about Abraham Lincoln

35 - C
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ilkes-Barre, Pa._______Thursday, February 10, 2000

theme for the Kiwanians because of Lincoln’s birth­
day celebration this month.

Dr. Breiseth had an essay, “Lincoln and Douglas:
Another Debate,” published recently in “For a Vast
Future Also,” a collection of essays from “The Jour­
nal of the American Lincoln Association.”

Breiseth was presented with a Shawnee Indianhead
statuette and a certificate of appreciation.'

From left are Angelo F. Grasso, past Kiwanis Divi­
sion 15 lieutenant governor; Dr. Christopher
Breiseth, Florence Brizzy, Dr. Frank Gazda, the
evening’s award winner; and Betty Schall.

Dr. Christopher Breiseth, president of Wilkes Uni-_
yersity. recently offered insight into the life of Abra­
ham Lincoln at a presentation at Plymouth Kiwanis
Club’s recent meeting. Kiwanis President Frank
Fabian presided.

Breiseth, introduced by Dr. Joseph H. Smith, por­
trayed Lincoln as a person who abhorred slavery and
mob rule, and as a leader who believed this nation
could not survive half slave and half free. Lincoln
became president in February 1861.

The Wilkes University president, who has lectured
on 10 United States presidents, chose the Lincoln

• <2> IS-



On TV
Former Wilkes
president will
be featured on
WVIA's State of
Pennsylvania
program

Page 22

Former Witas inrestoW (Mm©] ®m MM
One year ago, Christopher Breiseth resigned

17 years as Wilkes University president, in-
’.e.cdiiig to ’.'.rite a book and eventually return to

<_p ■.•.room. That all changed when a life-
? friend convinced him to consider becoming

ilj .1 president of the Franklin and Eleanor
Roo -it Institute in Hyde Bark. NY. FERI pro-
. j : - i ipjxjrt to the Roosevelt Museum and Li-
i :. ry 'xc-u-d on the estate where FDR was born
•• nd is buried. Owned and operated by the Na-
tional P; rk. Service and! lational Archives, the
FDR -■ recent] . 'It- .1, ibi-d by the New York
'I iiij- .‘.isPresident’s tranquil, leaf y estate on

; the Hudson."
Tlie WVIA program, State of Pennsylvania,

. u. / at B pin., in< ludea a taped in
tei . ibetween WVIA President Bill Kelly and
Dr. Breiseth from FDR’s library, where Presi
dents! linton and Soviet President Yeltsin met

in 1996. Quotes from President Roosevelt’s re­
marks to the nation following Pearl Harbor are
contrasted with Americas’s similar needs today
for information, reassurance and confidence.
Kelly and Breiseth talk about FDR’s ability to ad­
dress millions by radio as if he were speaking to
each American, one by one, appealing to their pa­
triotism, and emphasizing the need to be “free of
fear.”

Throughout the tom; Breiseth shares anec­
dotes which give life to the characters, and which
make the life of Franklin Delano Roosevelt, par-
1 icularly his achievements despite being wheel­
chair bound by polio, even more remarkable.

'1’1 le one-hour program will end witli Breiseth
live at WVIA taking calls from viewers.

Above, seated from left are Bill Kelly, president
and CEO of WVIA-TV and Dr. Breisth at an earli­
er taping tor the show.



through the woods, high above the Hudson, to work in the F.D.R. Library.
Converting the house, which has been law offices for more than three decades,
back Into a home will be fun for Jane and me. We look forward to sharing it with
family and friends as well as with FERI activities, some already part of the
programs at Hyde Park, others that will develop once we are in residence.

Our final months at Wilkes have been heart warming. The naming of
Breiseth Hall (the major classroom building constructed during my seventeen
years at the University) was the crowning recognition, including as it does the
Jane Morhouse Breiseth Gallery along its major first floor corridor. The Wilkes
Trustees contributed an additional $1 million beyond their earlier pledges to the
Endow the Future Capital Campaign to cap this special recognition of our efforts.
Our three girls joined us for the building dedication. Son-in-law Will Brockman
stayed in Baltimore to take care of our grandson, Warner Breiseth Brockman,
born to Erika and Will on November 13, 2000. Abigail, and Erika and Will, are
buying old row houses in Baltimore within six blocks of each other, requiring lots
of hard work, money and imagination—two of which they have in abundance
(not the money). Abigail, who is working at the Law School of the University of
Maryland in Baltimore, is living with the Brockmans until her house is ready so
she has had an up close chance to enjoy nephew Warner. He really is a bright­
eyed, happy young man who is receiving the full time attention of his Mom.
Lydia is getting ready for her senior year at Cornell, majoring in English and
minoring in Latin American Studies, with serious work in Spanish. In June, the
Cornell Women's Chorus and Men's Glee Club had a performance tour in
Venezuela which only increased Lydia's fascination for Latin American cultures.

Now you have the Breiseths' Christmas-in-July letter. See you in Hyde Park.



Local colleges and universities welcome
and join ‘town-hall’ visioning for downtown
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Trawling through New England one
sees town halls in the center of many
communities. Some of these towns
haw becomes cities, but whether
large er small the town hall served
and still serves a valuable function. It
is whew people come together to
make decisions. Here they talk about
the present and plan for the future.

Recently, the Ramada Hotel on Pub­
lic Square and Genetti’s Hotel became
our town hall.

People from all walks of life gath­
ered to "vision" Wilkes-Barre’s future.
There were executives from major
companies and senior citizens who
have lived in Wilkes-Barre for 50 years
or more. There were students, profes­
sional people, and public employees.
In addition, there were those who
work for companies that have been in
Wilkes-Barre for 100 years and people
who came here only a few months ago
and work for firms that are just a few
years old. There were also those who
worked for companies that have
moved away. Mayor McGroarty partic­
ipated as did members of the City
Council and many other public offi­
cials.

Among the attendees were the presi­
dents of local colleges and universi­
ties. We were there for the same rea­
son as the 70 year-old grandmother,
the business executive, and the 18
year-old student - to help create a vi­
sion for our downtown. We were also
there because we believe our colleges
and universities have a special obliga­
tion to be involved in issues impor­
tant to citizens, especially since high­
er education needs to be an essential
element to any economic revitaliza­
tion effort.

Like so many who attended these
meetings, we found the number of
participants to be impressive. The or­
ganizers, the Greater Wilkes-Barre
Chamber of Business and Industry,
the Downtown Wilkes-Barre Business
Association, and the Wilkes-Barre
Metropolitan Development Corpora­
tion were overwhelmed. They antici­
pated 150 people at the first meeting
and more than 350 showed up at the
Ramada; a comparable crowd filled
Genetti’s. However, more impressive
than the numbers in attendance was
the harmony of thought and the col­
lective good sense that so many from
all walks of life echoed.

n People love downtown Wilkes-
Barre or should we say loved it. Many
waxed eloquently about the grand
days of the downtown and how they
wi'.h those days would return. They
want a place that Is vibrant and inter­
esting. A place that Is "user friendly"
and Inviting.

■ Everyone realized that a success-
till downtown attracts the young and
the old and Is an exciting place to be.
People of all ages said they wanted an
environment that would cater to a va­
riety of interests. Yet, realizing that
there were trade offs in any economic
development plan, they were all will­
ing to compromise as they help to
build the vision for our city’s future.

□ There was affirmation of the
need to develop a comprehensive plan

for downtown, one
IATe aii that sets out the pa-
vve all rameters for down-

SEE A VIBRANT town development
and one that the pri-

DOWNTOWN AS vate and public sec-
VITAI TH tors followed.
viihl iu  They want peo-

C0NT1NUED Ple t0 work together.
The people of

SUCCESS. Wilkes-Barre and
surrounding commu­

nities seek cooperation and collabora­
tion, not infighting and disunity All
in attendance expect business, gov­
ernment, and the non-profit sectors to
join hands around a mutually envi­
sioned future for Wilkes-Barre. And
those in attendance want to join with
the private and public sector in shap­
ing our downtown.

King’s, Wilkes. Misericordia, Penn
State, and LCCC are not moving to
South Carolina or to Mexico. Our fu­
tures are tied inexorably to the future
of Wilkes-Barre. Misericordia, LCCC,
and Penn State Wilkes-Barre may not
be located in the heart of downtown
as King’s and Wilkes, but all of us see
a vibrant downtown as vital to our
continued success and are committed
to walking alongside our neighbors to
accomplish that goal. Every survey of
perspective students suggests they
want an exciting and diverse urban
center.

The Council of President’s (COPs)
which consists of the presidents from
Luzerne County’s colleges and univer­
sities, pledge our support to the vi­
sioning process as an effective, demo­
cratic and exciting way to plan for our
region’s future.

Historians have suggested that the
foundation of the American Revolu­
tion was born in colonial town halls.
Years from now, let us be able to claim
these meetings sparked a revolution
that shaped our "new downtown."

Dr. Christopher Breishh, president, Wilkes
University; Dr. Mary E Hines, campus execu­
tive officer, Penn State Wilkes-Barre; Dr.
Michael A. MacDoweu, president, College
Misericordia; John Madden, campus executive
officer, Penn State Hazleton campus; Rev.
Thomas J. O’Hara, C.S.C., Ph.D., President,
King's College; Dr. Andreas A. Paloumpis, In­
terim President, Luzerne County Communi­
ty College.
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LCCC needs strong head
to set the right tone

M
AYBE THE Luzerne
County Community
College board should
translate its most re­

cent crisis into Chi­
nese, for in that lan­
guage, the character
for “crisis” also means
“opportunity.”

The results of a re­
cently released 1998-
99 survey at the
school under the aus­
pices of Educational Consultant
Services shows that fully a quar­
ter of the students queried have
heard a faculty member utter a
sexist dr racist comment, while
39 percent report hearing sexist
or racist remarks from fellow stu­
dents.

This is the very kind of insensi­
tivity that in the past has ripped
the administrative fabric of the
university, led to lawsuits over
sexual harassment and heralded
a slew of firings and resignations.

Yet with the imminent depar­
ture of President Jon Larson, LC­
CC has the opportunity to get it
right this time. Certainly the
board’s decision to hire a consul­
tant to fill the top spot for the in­
terim is a sensible start. The at­
mosphere at the school, partially
attributable to Larson, is still too
charged and distrustful to make
an internal appointment that
could inspire even a crumb of con­
fidence.

But the leader ultimately cho­

sen to replace Larson can carry
LCCC toward being an open, un­
biased center of learning where
the principles of equality and en­

lightenment flourish.
MBA classes and a

raft of business
books have analyzed
and dissected the
idea of a “corporate
culture” in shaping
the character and
success of organiza­

tions from within and without. A
corporate culture or—in the case
of LCCC — an institutional cul­
ture is shaped by the individual
at the helm.

Local examples of such leaders
are the first president of Wilkes
College, Eugene Farley, who di-
rected that institution over the
years toward becoming the uni­
versity currently under Christo­
pher Breiseth’s capable leader­
ship. Farley set a standard that
served as a model and stepping-
off point for those carefully cho­
sen leaders who came after him.

And it is that very foresight that
LCCC needs to apply in selecting
Larson's permanent successor.
LCCC is in desperate need of a
role model who will set the tone
for the faculty and student body,
whose strength of character and
personality can rid the institution
once, and for all of bigotry, igno-'
rance and all that is the antithesis
of an enlightened academic com­
munity.

A strong
‘institutional
culture' can
defeat bigotry
at LCCC.
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sam bass, dean of teaching and learn­
ing at Nicolet Area Technical College, to
president of Coffeyville Community
College.

darlene benton, assistant dean of
instruction at Genesee Community Col­
lege, has resigned.

Walter b. bernstein, dean of the
school of professional studies at West­
ern Connecticut State U., to vice presi­
dent for student affairs.

steve bolander, chairman of man­
agement at Colorado State U., to dean of
the business school at U. of New Hamp­
shire, effective July I /#/?#

Christopher N. breiseth, president
of Wilkes u., has announced his retire­
ment, effective July 1,2001.



Breiseth’s tenure marked by service
to the university and community.
TOM BIGLER PAGE 5B
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Wilkes’ Breiseth graced us with long tenure, longer list of accomplishments

One a: the ezraer zcczribudons
he made that I remember was the
zrcxdnr of the C.bzbc£ of
Presidents. it seemed thzt within
just a few years of his x z±-_g to
Wilkes, he bro-gm together the
president of the five mJ*ges  of
the Wyoming V? "-gy imo an

aUouringeach to reLzin the normal
individuality of their respective
instirations — the?' work together
to resolve their mutual proclems.
Together, they etrer^thened the
sendees they provided toe
community.

Among these are the id.enn.t21
semester calendars thai King's,
Wilkes and Iv'Iisericordh share.
There is a reciprocal relationship

OPINION
TOM BIGLER

in which the curriculum of each is
made available to students of the
other on a mutual exchange. For
example, a student in one
institution needing a course not
currently offered that semester,
but available at the neighboring
institution, could enroll and have
the credits transferred. At the very
least, the council strengthened
both the quality and opportunities
of higher education in the area.

Others see Dr. Breiseth as a
builder. A friend of mine who had
been a tenured professor at Wilkes
in the 1960s recently toured the
campus and was amazed at the
changes that have taken place.

Most conspicuous among the
changes during Dr. Breiseth’s
tenure, of course, were such things
as the new buildings. There is the
COB (Classroom Office Building)
that stands between Sturdevant
and Capin halls on South Franklin
Street, the new student union
building on South Street, and the
Arnaud C. Marts Sports and
Conference Center on South
Franklin Street. There is also the
Bums Alumni Belltower and
Carillon and the fine statue of John

Wilkes that now gazes northward
over the Fenner Quadrangle that
unites the major campus.

Less conspicuous but
nonetheless impressive has been
the remodeling of all those fine
homes of former captains of
industry in the community which,
under the first president, Eugene
Farley, once provided much of the
main housing for Wilkes College.
So many of these were acquired
during that time that there is the
apocryphal story about the owner
of Isaac Long’s Department Store,
who sent President Farley a note
announcing that he and his wife
were going to be out of town for a
few weeks but would return, and
adding, “Please don’t take my
house while we’re away.”

Fine as these houses were, a
major task for the Breiseth
administration has been to
conform with today’s requirements
for safety and handicapped
accessibility. This effort has
consumed a great deal of money
and time, and could not have been
accomplished without Dr.
Breiseth’s leadership and vision.

One of Dr. Breiseth’s
noteworthy accomplishments is to
have led the institution to its
designation from college to
university status in 1989. Five
years later another major step
included the addition of the School

“It is testament to the Breiseths’ service to the
community that he has received virtually every one of
the most prestigious awards given by the community
to its leaders.”

of Pharmacy, which will graduate
its first class this month.

But his interests and concerns
extended well beyond the
university itself. Both he and Jane
have served and still do serve on
the boards of many of the
community’s social service
organizations. It is testament to
their service both to the boards
and the community that he has
received virtually every one of the
most prestigious awards given by
the community to its leaders.

Among the more significant
contributions are those which
brought together the knowledge
and facilities of the centers of
higher learning with those of the
greater community. One of these is
a remarkable computerized profile
of the Wyoming Valley which
combines its demographics in
great depth overlaid upon its to­
pography. Both King's and Wilkes
have worked together in producing
what is a most valuable tool for
developing the resources to serve a 

whole range of commercial and
public interests.

Another, and perhaps more
important example, of Dr.
Breiseth’s leadership is in the
Earth Conservancy. This is a
critical effort to restore thousands
of acres of land ravaged by the coal
industry, returning much of it to
the tax rolls of the municipalities
in which they exist, retaining
critical sections for environmental
protection and development and
assigning a section for what
hopefully will become a major
industrial business park that will
assure rewarding employment
opportunities for the young people
of this community.

Throughout this period — and
like the presidents of most private
institutions — Dr. Breiseth has
been on the road almost constantly
visiting alumni throughout the
United States seeking not only to
develop new funding for the
university but also to retain a
sense of family among Wilkes 

graduates. In the process, the
University endowment increased
during his tenure by more than 800
percent.

Given that the average tenure of
college presidents is something
like seven years — a tenure that
tends to exhaust most — and Dr.
Breiseth has kept up this
strenuous pace and steady stream
of accomplishments for more than
a decade and a half, it is not
surprising to find that he thinks he
needs a breather.

This doesn’t mean that he
believes that everything has been
accomplished and that his work is
done. He would be the first to say
that many challenges remain on
which he and teams of trustees,
faculty and administration will
continue to work for months to
come.

What Dr. Breiseth has done so
much to build is a living, growing
institution. It is a record of
accomplishment for which anyone
could be proud, and for which he
can be assured that this greater
community will remember and
honor him for as long as it exists.

Tom Bigler is professor of
communications at Wilkes University
and a Times Leader columnist His
column Is available online at
vwwJMdennat
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Wilkes Univeristy president
announces retirement in 2001

falser
WILKES-BARRE - Christopher

N. Breiseth announced he would
retire as president of Wilkes Uni-
versity in 2001 after 17 years, the
seconcClongest presidential term in
the institution’s history.

“In many ways, the best years of
my life have been those at Wilkes,”
said Breiseth. “I am immensely
proud of what we have accom­
plished together - the trustees, fac­
ulty, staff, students, alumni, and
many friends of the university.

“I have been weighing this deci­
sion for the past few years and have
decided the timing is right for the
university to begin the process of
selecting its next leader,” he added.

Breiseth’s retirement will be
effective July 1, 2001, three months
shy of his 65th birthday, and pend­
ing appointment of his successor.

“Like my good colleagues,

Father Alan Panuska, at the Uni­
versity of Scranton, and. Father
James Lackenmier, at King’s Col­
lege, I have chosen to announce my
intention to retire more than a frill
year prior to the effective date, to
ensure an orderly transition,”
added Breiseth.

The fourth president of Wilkes
University, Breiseth, 63, is second
only to founding President Eugene
S. Farley in years leading the insti­
tution. During Breiseth’s tenure,
Wilkes has experienced unprece­
dented growth in its fundraising,
programmatic and campus devel­
opment initiatives. He led the insti­
tution to its 1989 designation as a
university by the Pennsylvania
Board of Education, recognition of
the breadth of Wilkes’ programs
and curricula at the undergraduate
and graduate level.
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Wilkes Univesity president will retire after 17 years
WILKES-BARRE (AP) — Dr. Christopher N. Breiseth ly proud of what we have accomplished together — the

is retiring as president of Wilkes University after 17 years
as head of the college.

Breiseth’s retirement will be effective July 1,2001. The
63-year-old said he announced his retirement now to en­
sure a smooth transition and give the university time to
search for a replacement

“In many ways, the best years of my life have been
those at Wilkes,” Breiseth said Tuesday. “I am immense- 

trustees, faculty, staff students, alumni and many friends
of the university."

Under Breiseth’s tenure, the university’s endowment
grew from $3 million to more than $25 million and in 1989,
the institution was designated a university by the Penn­
sylvania Board of Education.

As part of the Endow the Future campaign, Breiseth se­
cured the largest one-time gift in the university’s history.
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Wilkes boss
set to retire

WILKES-BARRE - Dr. Christo­
pher N. Breiseth, president of
Wilkes University for the last 16
years, plans to retire in 2001.

Dr. Breiseth has served the
second-longest presidential term
in the Wilkes-Barre university's
history.

"I have been weighing this de­
cision for the past few years and
have decided the timing is right
for the university to begin the
process of selecting its next
leader," he said.

The fourth president of Wilkes,
Dr. Breiseth, 63, is second only to
founding president Eugene S. Far­
ley in years leading the institu­
tion.
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Breiseth announces retirement from Wilkes
Dr Christopher Breiseth set to retire
beginning July 2001 after 17 years
as Wilkes University president

SUBMITTED FOR
THE REVIEW

,576 ] 255-2151

WILKES-BARRE. Pa. — Dr.
Christopher N. Breiseth has
announced that he will retire as
president of W;Ikes University in
ZOOl after 17 years, the second-
longest presidential term in the
institution's history.

“In many ways, the best years of
my life hate been those at Wilkes."
said Breiseth “I am immensely
proud of what we have accom­

plished together — the trustees.
faculty, staff, students, alumni and
many friends of the university.

“I have been weighing this deci­
sion for the past few years and have
decided the timing is right for the
university to begin the process of
selecting its next leader,” he added.

Breiseth's retirement will be
effective July I. 2001, three months
shy of his 65th birthday and pend­
ing appointment of his successor.

“Like my colleagues, Father
Alan Panuska at the University of
Scranton arid Father James

Lackenmier at King's College. I
have chosen to announce my inten­
tion to retire more than a full year
prior to the effective date to ensure
orderly transition." added Breiseth.

The fourth president of Wilkes
University. Breiseth. 63. is second
only to founding President Eugene
S. Farley in years leading the insti­
tution. During Breiseth's tenure,
Wilkes has experienced unprece­
dented growth in its fund raising.
programmatic and campus devel­
opment initiatives. He led the insti­
tution to its 1989 designation as a
university by the Pennsylvania
Board of Education, a recognition
of the breadth of Wilkes's pro­
grams and currucula at the under­
graduate and graduate level.

Since Breiseth was named pres­
ident in 1984. Wilkes' endowment
has grown from $3 million to more
than $25 million, advanced by the
successful completion in 1992 of
the $25 million Wilkes Tomorrow
capital campaign. The university’s
current Endow the Future cam­
paign is on target to conclude next
year, with more than $23 million
pledged toward its $30 million 

goal, which combines capital pro­
jects. endowment and special pro­
grams operation goals. During his
final year as president, he plans to
help the university reach or exceed
the goal.

As part of the Endow the Future
campaign. Breiseth secured the
largest one-time gift in school his­
tory —- $3 million from Mrs.
Geraldine Nesbitt Orr to establish
the Nesbitt School of Pharmacy at
Wilkes University in honor of her
late husband.

Under Breiseth’s leadership, the
Wilkes campus has been trans­
formed into a cohesive academic
environment, with several build­
ings constructed or remodeled for
student residence, study and recre­
ation. A campus improvement plan
launched in 1993 led to the con­
struction of the South Franklin
Street Classroom/Office Building
(1995) and the Student Union
Building, which opened in
September 1999. Other improve­
ments that have significantly
impacted campus life include the
construction of the Burns Alumni
Belltower and Carillion (1987) and 

the Arnaud C. Marts Sports and
Conference Center (1989); exten­
sive renovations to the Munson
Fieldhouse and Ralston Field
Complex (1993); with the help of
the Kirby family, the $1 million
remodeling and restoration of
Kirby Hall (1999); and the acquisi­
tion and refurbishment of the Allan
p. Kirby Center for Free Enterprise
and Entrepreneurship (1993),
Passan Hall for student services
(1993) and Pearsall Hall for
Nursing (1995).

Curricular enhancements
include the 1994 creation of the
School of Pharmacy, which will
graduate its first class of doctors of
pharmacy on May 20, 2000. In
addition, Wilkes has continually
enriched its liberal arts curriculum
and professional programs.

“It is with a feeling of deep grat­
itude for all that he has accom­
plished for Wilkes University that I
accept Dr. Breiseth’s decision to
retire," said Gerais Moffatt, chair­
man of the Wilkes University
Board of Trustees. “His tenure has
been one of dramatic development

J See WILKES, Page 11
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an3 growth :n the life of this institution."

“Dr. Breiseth has given the Board of
Trustees more than 14 months’ notice, ample
;:me for a smooth transition. This kind of
thoughtfulness has been a hallmark of his
leadership and will allow the careful selec­
tion of h;s successor.” added Moffatt.

Breiseth's legacy extends to his tireless
efforts as a community leader. He has earned
. vr-u. . ■ _-0: for his vision and service to
numerous community and civic organiza­
tion:, including an honorary doctorate of
public service for Luzerne County
Community College, the Distinguished
Citizen Award from the Boy Scouts of

America, a Citation of Distinction from the
Interfaith Council of Wyoming Valley, and
the Seligman J. Strauss Lodge B’nai B’rith
Community Service. Most recently, he and
his wife, Jane, were selected to receive the
Anti-Defamation League's Distinguished
Community Service Award, which will be
presented at a ceremony on May 3.

In addition. Breiseth helped establish and
continues to chair the Board of Directors of
Earth Conservancy. He also recently became
a life member of the Osterhout Free Library
Board of Directors.

Before joining Wilkes. Breiseth served as
president of Deep Spring College,

California; professor of history at Sangamon
State University; and as an assistant profes­
sor of history at Williams College. During a
leave of absence from Williams in 1967-68,
he served as chief of policy guidance in the
Community Action Program at the Office of
Economic Opportunity in Washington. D.C.
From 1970-71, he was a Danforth post-doc­
toral fellow at the University of Chicago in
Black Studies.

Breiseth received his bachelor’s degree in
history with highest honors from the
University of California at Los Angeles
(1958). He earned a bachelor of literature
degree in modern British history from

Oxford University (1962), and a Ph.D. in
modem European intellectual history from
Cornell University (1964).

He is married to the former Jane
Morhouse. They have three children,
Abigail, Erika and Lydia.

Breiseth also has announced the appoint­
ment of Dr. Bonnie C. Bedford of Lake
Harmony, Pa., as dean of the College of Arts,
Sciences and Professional Studies following
an expansive, national search. Bedford has
served as the college’s interim dean since
August 1998. guiding the consolidation of 21
departments in three schools to 11 depart­
ments in the single college.



Ease of seeking bosses varies, experts say
Of the three area institutions looking
for new leaders, LCCC will have the
toughest time finding a new boss,
accorting to professional associations.

By MLUSSA M. JANOS KI 'J - 0

The presderris of three community insti­
tutions are on their way out the door, but
professional associations say now is as
good a time as any to find a new leader.

Unless you’re talking about a communi­
ty college.

Professional associations that work with
hospital and university leaders say Wilkes
University and the Geisinger Health Sys­
tem, whose presidents are retiring, should
find plenty of talented applicants.

But Luzerne County Community Col­
lege will grapple with a tighter labor mar­
ket, according to the American Association
of Community Colleges.

LCCC President Jon Larson quit
Wednesday over a power struggle with the

Board of Trustees.
A fourth institution, the Wyoming Valley

Health Care System, is operating under an
interim president while it studies a possi­
ble affiliation with the Mercy Health Care
System.

“There are a lot of vacancies out there”
at community colleges, said Margaret
Rivera, a spokeswoman for the American
Association of Community Colleges.

Many community colleges were founded
in a 10-year period starting in the mid-
1960s. And, many of the founding presi­

dents and administrators are ready for re­
tirement, she said.

In health care, the labor pool is deep be­
cause hospital consolidations are forcing
even good administrators out of work, said
Reed Morton of the American College of
Healthcare Executives.

It’s also a good time for four-year col­
leges. The booming economy makes life as
a college president a pleasant proposition
because enrollments and donations are ris-

See BOSSES, Paqe 5B
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ing, said David Warren, president of
the National Association of Indepen­
dent Colleges and Universities.

In hard times, some academics
don’t want the hassle of the presi-

. dency, he said.
When Gerald Moffatt, chairman

of Wilkes Board of Trustees talks
about what Wilkes needs, he con­
centrates on intangibles such lead­
ership and the ability to inspire.

j Wilkes serves 1,600 full-time under-
i graduates in Wilkes-Barre and close
■ to 5,000 graduate students scattered

across eastern Pennsylvania.
j “As we look at new challenges, we
I need someone with vision,” Moffatt
I said. ~”We need the innovative

ideas. We also need someone who
can bring all the constituencies to-

i gether. It is not only serving the
board, it is serving the faculty and

' most of all the students.”
i Moffatt has more specific charac­

teristics in mind as well:
• A proven administrator, most

likely another college’s vice presi­
dent of academic affairs, a dean at a
bigger university or president of a
smaller university.

! • A community volunteer.
. • A fund-raising whiz.
• A fountain of new ideas.
To find that person, Wilkes will

i hire a firm to conduct a nationwide
search.'Searches can cost $20,000

I or more, Warren said.
Moffatt hopes for about 100 appli­

cations. The firm will recommend
several candidates to the search
committee. .

The committee will include six
: trustees, two faculty members, two 

students, and an administrator. The
trustees will choose among two or
three finalists.

President Christopher Breiseth
will retire July 1,2001. A new presi­
dent is expected on campus some­
time during the summer of 2001 at
the earliest.

The university would not release
salary information.

Wilkes should have no trouble at­
tracting good candidates. Warren,
who is familiar with Wilkes, expects
100 to 125 people to apply, most
from the East Coast Wilkes is finan­
cially sound and respected, making
it attractive to potential candidates,
Warren said.

Colleges are focusing on presi­
dents’ financial skills, he said.
“There is a greater emphasis in 2000
on the ability to raise funds and to
manage the institution,” he said.
“Compare that to a decade and a half
ago when there was a greater em­
phasis on the academic credentials
of the person.”

At Geisinger, Board of Trustees
Chairman Frank Henry says the
most important thing for the new
president will be “dealing with the
ever-changing world and having
some vision and then being able to
portray that vision out to our orga­
nizations.”

The new president must find ways
to continue to provide the best pos­
sible health care as financial pres­
sure on hospitals grows, Henry said.

Geisinger is based in Danville and
has a hospital in Plains Township as
well as clinics across central and
northeastern Pennsylvania.

Geisinger has a tradition of doc­
tors as presidents, but Henry said
other backgrounds can’t be ruled
out. The new president must be a
good communicator and good 

leader with a solid background in
health-care administration, Henry
said. Because Geisinger runs its own
managed care insurance plan, famil­
iarity with managed-care plans
would be a plus, he said.

Hospital officials could not esti­
mate how many applicants they ex­
pect.

President Stuart Heydt, a doctor,
will retire June 30. Dr. Victor Marks
was named interim president. The
search is expected to take six to 18
months.

No information was available
about salary or the cost of a search.
Heydt has made more than $550,000
in salary and benefits.

Reed Morton runs a career re­
source center for the American Col­
lege of Healthcare Executives. He
predicted Geisinger will chose
someone with experience in a simi­
larly sprawling system.

Geisinger will find good candi­
dates, he said. Hospital systems are
consolidating like crazy, a trend that
puts many of executives out of work,
Morton said.

Paradoxically, the failure of
Geisinger’s own consolidation with
Penn State’s Hershey Medical Cen­
ter could be a selling point for po­
tential candidates.

Geisinger and Penn State “de­
merged” in.November after three
years. “I suspect to an executive that
might be considered a plus," Mor­
ton said.

Penn State is an academic health
care system, and Morton said they
are considered notoriously difficult
to lead. Presidents must contend
with independent-minded faculty,
complicated power structures and
the high cost of research and teach­
ing, Morton said.

Call Janoskl at 831-7331.



I WOULD JUST LIKE to find out why you
haven’t printed any "Letters to the Editor”
on Dr. Breiseth'a retirement from Wilkes
University? I myself have written one and I >
know many people that have. Not only have
you not mentioned it editorially but you <
haven’t printed anything at all.
EDITOR'S NOTE: If the letters have been
confirmed, we’re sure they’re scheduled to r.
run. If you haven't been called for confirma- y*
tion, call Sandra Faux at 829-7217 and she’ll
help you. Thanks.
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haven’t printed any “Letters to the Editor”
on Dr. Breiseth’s retirement from Wilkes
University? I myself have written one and I
know many people that have. Not only have
you not mentioned it editorially but you
haven’t printed anything at all.
EDITOR’S NOTE: If the letters have been
confirmed, we’re sure they’re scheduled to
run. If you haven't been called for confirma­
tion, call Sandra Faux at 829-7217 and she'll
help you. Thanks.
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Wilkes University President
Plans To Leave Post in 2001

P 2’25 FP
1 TIMES STAFF REPORT A

‘It is with a feeling of deep gratitude for all that he
has accomplished for Wilkes University that I

acceptDr. Breiseth’s decision to retire. His tenure
has been one of dramatic development and growth

in the life of this institution. ’
GERALD MOFFATT

Chairman of the Wilkes board of trustees

Dr. Christopher^. Breiseth,
president of Wilkes University
for the last 16 years, plans to re­
tire in 2001.

Dr. Breiseth has served the
second-longest presidential term
in the Wilkes-Barre university’s
history.

“In many ways, the best years
of my life have been those at
Wilkes," he said in a prepared
statement released today. “I am
immensely proud of what we
have accomplished together —
the trustees, faculty, staff, stu­
dents, alumni and many friends.

“I have been weighing this de­
cision for the past few years and
have decided the timing is right
for the university to begin the
process of selecting its next
leader.”

The fourth president of
Wilkes, Dr. Breiseth, 63, is sec­
ond only to founding president
Eugene S. Farley in years leading
the institution. During his ten­
ure, Wilkes has experienced un­
precedented growth in fund-rais­
ing, program and campus­
development initiatives.

He led the Institution to its
1989 designation as a university
by the Pennsylvania Board of Ed­
ucation.

Under his leadership, the uni­
versity’s endowment has grown
from $3 million to more than $25
million. The current campaign is
on target to reach its $30 million

goal next year.
Dr. Breiseth also spearheaded

a campus transformation, with
the construction of new buildings
and the remodeling of others,
among them the Arnaud C. Marts
Sports and Conference Center,
the Student Union Building and
Kirby Hall.

Wilkes’ School of Pharmacy
was established during Dr. Brei­

seth’s tenure as well.
“It is with a feeling of deep

gratitude for all that he has ac­
complished for Wilkes Univer­
sity that I accept Dr. Breiseth’s
decision to retire,” said Gerald
Moffatt, chairman of Wilkes’
Board of Trustees. “His tenure
has been one of dramatic devel­
opment and growth in the life of
this institution.” /



PRESS-ENTERPRISE
BL00B6BURG, PA

WEDNESDAY 23,318
APR 19 2000

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii
Sl/f^£LL£‘S

32 . ZO
.mi. 51 II....

Wilkes head retires
University president calls it quits

WILKES-BARRE (AP) — Dr. Christo­
pher N. Breiseth is retiring as president of
Wilkes University after 17 years as head of
the college, he announced Tuesday.

Breiseth’s retirement will be effective
July 1,2001. The 63-year-old said he
announced his retirement now to ensure a
smooth transition and give the university
time to search for a replacement.



MILTON DAILY STANDARD
MILTON, PA

WEDNESDAY 4,D80
APR 19 2000

iiiiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiî
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Wilkes president
to retire July 17

WILKES-BARRE (AP) —
Dr. Christopher N. Breiseth is
retiring as president of Wilkes
University after 17 years as
head of the college.

Breiseth’s retirement will be
effective July 1, 2001. The 63-
year-old said he announced his
retirement now to ensure a
smooth transition and give the
university time to search for a
replacement. ;

Under Breiseth’s tenure, the
university’s endowment grew
from $3 million to more than
$25 million and in 1989, the
institution was designated a
university by the Pennsylvania
Board of Education.
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Wilkes president
to retire July 17

WlL^S-BARRE (AP) —

Dr. Christopher N. Breiseth is
retiring as president of Wilkes
University after 17 years as
head of the college.

Breiseth’s retirement will be
effective July 1, 2001. The 63-
year-old said he announced his
retirement now to ensure a
smooth transition and give the
university time to search for a
replacement. ;

Under Breiseth’s tenure, the
university’s endowment grew
from $3 million to more than
$25 million and in 1989, the
institution was designated a
university by the Pennsylvania
Board of Education.
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President of Wilkes
announces retirement

rfr.’dhristopfier N. Breiseth
is retiring as president of
Wilkes University after 17
years as head of the college.

Breiseth’s retirement will
be effective July 1,2001. The
63-year-old said he announced
his retirement now to ensure
a smooth transition and give
the university time to search
for a replacement.

“In many ways, the best
years of my life have been
those at Wilkes,” Breiseth
said Tuesday. “I am immense­
ly proud of what we have
accomplished together — the
trustees, faculty, staff, stu­
dents, alumni and many
friends of the university.”

Under Breiseth’s tenure,
the university’s endowment
grew from $3 million to more
than $25 million and in 1989,
the institution was designated
a university by the
Pennsylvania Board of
Education.
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Wilkes University
president to retire

^ife^b^BARRE (AP) -

Dr. Christopher N. Breiseth is
retiring as ^president of

.Wilkes University after 17
years as head of the college,
he announced Tuesday.

Breiseth’s retirement will
be effective July 1, 2001. The
63-year-old said he
announced his retirement now
to ensure a smooth transition
and give the university time
to search for a replacement.

“In many ways, the best
years of my life have been
those at Wilkes,” Breiseth
said. “I am immensely proud
of what we have accomplished
together •— the trustees, fac­
ulty, staff, students, alumni
and many friends of the uni­
versity.”

Under Breiseth’s tenure,
the university’s endowment
grew from $3 million to more
than $25 million and in 1989,
the institution was designat­
ed a university by the Penn­
sylvania Board of Education.

As part of the Endow the
Future campaign, Breiseth
secured the largest one-time
gift in the university’s histo­
ry, a $3 million donation to *
establish the Nesbitt School j
of Pharmacy. t J
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Breiseth will retire as Wilkes University president pjOofl
WILKES-BARRE — Dr. Christopher N. Breiseth is retiring as president

of Wilkes University after 17 years as head of the college, he announced
Tuesday.

Breiseth’s retirement will be effective July 1,2001. The 63-year-old said he
announced his retirement now to ensure a smooth transition and give the
university time to search for a replacement.

“In many ways, the best years of my life have been those at Wilkes,”
Breiseth said. “I am immensely proud of what we have accomplished togeth­
er— the trustees, faculty, staff, students, alumni and many friends of the uni­
versity.”

Under Breiseth’s tenure, the university’s endowment grew from $3 million
to more than $25 million and in 1989, the institution was designated a univer­
sity by the Pennsylvania Board of Education.



________ Editorial

Dr. Chris Breiseth,
a great citizen of
our ‘college town’
Educator, economic advocate,
administrator and exemplar

One of the most distinguished groups ever to assem­
ble in the meeting room of The Citizens’ Voice was a
delegation last month made up of the presidents of six
area institutions of higher learning.

The presidents were those of Wilkes University,
King’s College, College Misericordia, Luzerne County
Community College, Penn State Hazleton and Penn
State Wilkes-Barre.

The longest-serving president among this distin­
guished group was the president of Wilkes University,
Dr. Christopher Breiseth.

For 16 years
Dr. Breiseth this week announced he will retire next

summer, after 16 years, from the university.
During these 16 years, Dr. Breiseth has been a leader

and a light in this community - as ah administrator, as
an advocate for economic development, as a man of
principle, as an educator.

By way of his direction, Wilkes College was trans­
formed into Wilkes University - its curriculum steered
toward the future, its campus made wonderfully func­
tional and attractive.

By way of his involvement, the area-wide initiative
called Earth Conservancy rescued a huge amount of
mine-damaged land and put it into position to draw new
business and industry. .

Because he has stood strong and helped show the
way, this area has moved forward toward a new view
of interpersonal relationships - between people of dif­
ferent faiths, between people of different races, among
all.

Because he has always, at heart, been a teacher and
student, he has been a companion in innumerable
insightful conversations with thousands of area people.
From students, to parents, to friends. From history, to
sports, to politics.

True to form
In announcing his retirement, Dr. Breiseth stayed

true to his admirable form.
“In many ways, the best years of my life have been

those at Wilkes. I am immensely proud of what we
accomplished together - the trustees, faculty, staff, stu­
dents, alumni and many friends of the university.” •

He has the right to be proud.
If our area is a college town there is no doubt that Dr.

Christopher Breiseth is one of our most outstanding cit­
izens.

In fact, it was in conversations with Dr. Breiseth that
the idea of our area as a community of learning
became clear to us and became one of this newspaper's
editorial themes.

For this, and for all he has done to steer a great uni­
versity, for the great cause of education, for the
Greater Wyoming Valley we salute Dr. Christopher
Breiseth.



Wilkes University president retiring

made it
Tuesday
Breiseth
retiring,

down. “We did not have a vote of
no-confidence and no one called
for one,” she said.

Elmes Crahall said, “Any group
of 130 will have people with
mixed opinions. Can I point to
times we disagreed? You bet.”

Overall though, she described
the faculty’s relationship with
Breiseth as one of congeniality
and “spirited debate” in the best
interest of the students.

Gerald Moffat, chairman of the
university’s board of trustees,
noted on Tuesday, “Our policy is
not to comment on anonymous 

"You need to appreciate, Chris has been here 16
years. He has been a leader not only of the universi­
ty, but in the business community. ”

The second longest-serving
president in Wilkes University's
history announced Tuesday that
he will retire next summer, giv­
ing the university’s board of
trustees approximately 14 months
to find a replacement.

Dr. Christopher Breiseth, the
university’s president for 16
years, said in a prepared state­
ment: “In many ways, the best
years of my life have been those
at Wilkes. I am immensely proud
of what we accomplished together
— the trustees, faculty, staff, stu-.
dents, alumni and many friends
of the university.”

Breiseth made the announce­
ment during a private meeting
with the university’s faculty at
the Dorothy Dickson Darte Center
for the Performing Arts Tuesday
morning.

Media representatives were not
allowed inside the facility during
the announcement. However, uni­
versity relations Director Mark
Davis said the faculty gave
Breiseth a standing ovation fol­
lowing the president’s “emotion­
al” statements.

College offi­
cials
clear
that
was
not resigning.
An anonymous
letter sent to
area media out-

Father Alan Panuska at the Uni­
versity of Scranton and Father
James Lackenmier at King’s Col­
lege, I have chosen to announce
my intention to retire more than
a full year prior to the effective
date to ensure an orderly transi­
tion,” Breiseth said in the pre­
pared statement.

Davis explained, “He’s giving
the (college's board of trustees)
plenty of time to begin the search
process for his replacement.”
Davis said that the board would
appoint a selection committee and
would most likely employ a
national search for a replacement.

Davis added that the national
average for the tenure of a col­
lege president is seven years.
Breiseth will have served in that
position for 17 years.

Moffat commented: “It is with
a feeling of deep gratitude for all
that he has accomplished for
Wilkes University that I accept
Dr. Breiseth’s decision to retire.
His tenure has been one of dra­
matic development and growth in
the life of this institution.”

Moffat said of Breiseth’s
advanced notice of retirement,
“This kind of thoughtfulness has
been a hallmark of his leadership
and will allow the careful selec­
tion of his successor.”

The university has seen many
. changes over the last several

years and has
felt the economic
pinch of enroll­
ment declines.

But Moffat
said things are

Gerald Moffat getting much bet-
ter

Chairman of university’s board of trustees MQffat

Dr. Christopher Breiseth
led school post 16 years
By Tim Gulla a.oO
CtSxfnt' Veke Stoff Writer 1 »

Dr. Christopher Breiseth

lets prior to
Tuesday's announcement suggest­
ed that the university’s Faculty
Affairs Council had asked Breiseth
to resign and that the faculty has
experienced “immense dissatisfac­
tion" in the management of the
university.

Tiie anonymous letter also not­
ed that the university has been
suffering from a significant
enrollment decline, the loss of
academic programs, and “serious
faculty retrenchment.”

Professor Jane Elmes Crahall,
chair of the Faculty Affairs Coun­
cil, refuted allegations that the
faculty asked Breiseth to step

reports.” However, he said,
“(Breiseth) reports to the board
of trustees and the board of
trustees has not asked for his
retirement at all.”

Moreover, Moffat believed that
filling Breiseth’s shoes would be a
difficult job.

“You need to appreciate, Chris
has been here 16 years. He has
been a leader not only of the uni­
versity, hut in the business com­
munity.”

Officially, Breiseth announced
that his retirement would lie effec­
tive July 1, 2001, which is three
months shy of his 65th birthday.

“Like my good colleagues,

“We went
through a process several years
ago where we identified a signifi­
cant amount of costs to be elimi­
nated.” The university, he said,
took a hard look at attrition, ear­
ly retirements and the elimination
of programs that were no longer
viable. “That has helped us
tremendously," Moffat said.

lie added, “We're now focused
on a strategic planning process to
take us through the next three to
five years."

The process, he said, would
make sure “we have the programs
in place to support the vision we
have for the university.”
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Change of heart
Northwest Area decides to keep its
agricultural program.
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Pie-eyed for Easter
Woman has her hands in making
a delicious holiday treat.
TASTE ID

Rocker back in bigs
Atlanta reliever gets a standing ovation
as he returns to action.
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President’s era saw huge growth of endowment

Wilkes chief Breiseth to retire
WILKES-BARRE — Wilkes University

President Christ jpterEireiseih announced
... ■. . : ...... his post

July 1, after wixi be a 17-year
term in office, the second-loogest in the in­
stitution's history.

University officials said they plan to as­
semble a committee of trustees, faculty
members, administrators and students
and hire a national search firm to find a re-

INSIDE: Highlights from Christopher
Breiseth's career, 8A.

placement for the 63-year-old president —
a process they estimate could take about
one year.

Breiseth’s announcement to more than
300 faculty, staff members, students, ad­
ministrators and members of the board of
trustees sparked a standing ovation that
lasted several minutes, university 

spokesman Mark Davis said.
“He looked very proud, and very pol­

ished, and was strong throughout the
whole thing,” Davis said. “There might
have been tears afterward" when he was
meeting with people individually.

The press was barred from attending
the announcement and Breiseth was un­
available for comment Tuesday.

Breiseth was too emotional to attend a

So« BREISETH, Pago 8A

Breiseth and his wife Jane will receive the Anti-Defamation
League's Distinguished.Community Service Award on May 3.

Academics, politics on resume
Before Joining Wilkes In 1984, Breiseth served as president of
Deep Springs College. California: professor of history at Sangamon
Slate University: and assistant professor of history at Williams
College.

From 1967-68, he served asxhief Of policy guidance in the
Community Action Program of the Office of Ecohomic Opportunity
in Washington, D.C..

Under. Brelseth's:leadershlpt the campus constructed the South
Franklirj Street Classrqom/Office Building, FennerQuadrangle,
Burns Alumni Delltoyver and Carillon, Arnaudic. Marts Sports and-
Conference Center andithe -Student Union Building.'
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Tenure at school included change, developmentBREISETH
Continued from 1A

press conference held shortly after
the announcement, Davis said. It
will likely be a few days before the
president will talk publicly about
his retirement.

Gerald Moffatt, chairman of the
university’s board of trustees, cit­
ed the president’s age and the
length of his term as reasons for
his decision to retire. He said the
board put no pressure on Breiseth
to retire.

In a press release issued by the
university, Breiseth said he made
his decision after careful delibera­
tion.

“I have been weighing this deci­
sion for the past few years and
have decided the timing is right
for the university to begin the
process of selecting its next
leader,” Breiseth said.

During Breiseth’s term as presi­
dent, the university constructed
and remodeled several buildings
on campus, created the School of
Pharmacy, and grew its endow-

He received several awards for
his work as a community leader
and helped establish the Earth

Conservancy.
“I have found him to be a man of

the highest integrity and great wis­
dom,” said U.S. Rep. Paul Kanjors-
ki, D-Nanticoke, who worked with
Breiseth on the Earth Conservan­
cy.

“Northeastern Pennsylvania has
been greatly enriched by his lead­
ership, and I look forward to his
continued involvement in the com­
munity.”

Breiseth’s term has not been
without controversy.

In 1998, the university adopted
a plan to slash 32 teaching jobs in
three years and cut its art, eco­
nomics, materials engineering and
physics majors and master’s pro­
gram in health care administra­
tion.

The number of undergraduates
attending the school has plummet­
ed by about 400 students since
1992, although enrollment in its
graduate classes during that time
increased dramatically, college of­
ficials said.

The president is the second uni­

week that he will retire Jan. 15,
2001.

After Breiseth retires July 1,

Some highlights from Christopher
Breiseth’s career as Wilkes University's
president:
DECEMBER 1983: Becomes Wilkes Col­
lege's fourth president.
APRIL 1985: Formally inaugurated as
president. "We commit Wilkes to the
strengthening of the students' involve­
ment in their own learning," Breiseth
said.
APRIL 1986: Restructures several de­
partments, creating the School of Busi­
ness and Economics, the School of Physi­
cal Sciences and the College of Arts and
Sciences.
MAY 1989: Receives an honorary de­
gree from Luzerne County Community
College.
OCTOBER 1991: Denounces any connec­
tion between the thallium poisoning
death of Wilkes-Barre electrician Robert
Curley and the chemicals present in the
Wilkes University chemistry department
that Curley and co-workers renovated in
1991.
JUNE 1993: Announces Wilkes Universi­
ty will soon offer a doctor of pharmacy
degree, the only school in Northeastern
Pennsylvania to do so. The school opens
in August 1996.
JULY 1994: As chairman of Earth Con­
servancy, Breiseth asks Luzerne County
Commissioners for a $2 million line of

2001, he.plans to take g. one-year
■ sabbatical to rejuvenate*and  then
hopes to return to Wilkes Univer­
sity to teach history part-time,
Davis said.

Breiseth is the fourth president 

credit to purchase 17,000 acres of mine-
scarred land in the county. Breiseth and
other Earth Conservancy board members
refuse to reveal which banks hold $15.5
million in federal taxpayer money to be
used in the purchase. The county turns
the board down.
MAY 1995: Along with leadersfrom 10
colleges in three counties, Breiseth pub­
licly endorses the proposed arena/con-
vention center.
DECEMBER 1996: Signs an agreement
with King's College President James
Lackenmier and College Misericordia
President Albert Anderson for a common
academic calendar, course exchanges
and a distance learning program for the
three institutions.
MARCH 1997: Announces a 15-percent
tuition hike and the downsizing of staff in
an effort to save $800,000.
MAY 1998: Announces changes in some
of Wilkes University's degree programs,
including the elimination of undergradu­
ate degrees in art, economics, materials
engineering and physics.
FEBRUARY 2000: Expands Wilkes Uni­
versity's arts education program by
adding programs to the Wilkes Communi­
ty Conservancy, an outreach program
that provides dance, music and theater
classes for area residents.

-Kathe Kier

of Wilkes University and the
length of his term is second only
to founding president Eugene Far­
ley.

Call Hoffman at 829-7139.

. versity administrator in a week to
announce plans to retire,.> J-

ment from S3 million to morethafi academic affairs, revealed last
$25 million.



Wilkes President Slates^
Retirement Next Year

TIMES STAFF REPORT

Dr. Christopher N. Breiseth,
president of Wilkes University
for the last 16 years, plans to re­
tire in 2001.

Dr. Breiseth has served the
second-longest presidential term
in the Wilkes-Barre university’s
history.

“In many ways, the best years
of my life have been those at
Wilkes,” he said in a prepared
statement released Tuesday “I
am immensely proud of what we
have accomplished together —
the trustees, faculty, staff, stu­
dents, alumni and many friends.

“I have been weighing this de­
cision for the past few years and
have decided the timing is right
for the university to begin the
process of selecting its next
leader.”

The fourth president of
Wilkes, Dr. Breiseth, 63, is sec-

Under his leadership,
the university’s
endowment has
grown from $3

million to more than
$25 million.

•

ond only to founding president
Eugene S. Farley in years leading
the institution. During his ten­
ure, Wilkes has experienced un­
precedented growth in fund-rais­
ing, program and campus­
development initiatives.

He led the institution to its
1989 designation as a university
by the Pennsylvania Board of Ed­
ucation.

Under his leadership, the uni­
versity’s endowment has grown 

from $3 million to more than $25
million. The current campaign is
on target to reach its $30 million
goal next year.

Dr. Breiseth also spearheaded
a campus transformation, with
the construction of new buildings
and the remodeling of others,
among them the Arnaud C. Marts
Sports and Conference Center,
the Student Union Building and
Kirby Hall.

Wilkes’ School of Pharmacy
was established during Dr. Brei-
seth's tenure as well.

“It is with a feeling of deep
gratitude for all that he has ac­
complished for Wilkes Univer­
sity that I accept Dr. Breiseth’s
decision to retire,” said Gerald
Moffatt, chairman of Wilkes’
Board of Trustees.

“His tenure has been one of
dramatic development and
growth in the life of this institu­
tion.”



Wilkes
pursues
upgrades
The university is examining
courses to determine how to
improve them, as key officials
approach retirement.

JL-ZO-OPBy JOE SYLVESTER T a
jsiilvester@leader.net

WILKES-BARRE — Wilkes Uni­
versity President Christopher
Breiseth may have announced his
retirement, but he and the universi­
ty still face challenges in the 14 1/2
months he has remaining.

University officials are examin­
ing general, required courses to de­
termine how to improve them, a
process that could take three years,
said J. Michael Lennon, vice presi­
dent of academic affairs, who also is
retiring next year.

The university also is trying to
improve its fund raising and in­
crease the grants it receives so it
does not have to depend as much
on tuition.

Those improvements were rec­
ommended in a recent evaluation
by the Middle States Association of
Colleges and Schools’ Commission
on Higher Education, even though
the university has been working on
those improvements, Lennon said.
The commission’s findings were
presented to a gathering of univer­
sity administrators and faculty on
April 5.

“There was a lot of discussion of
planning,” Lennon said. “I think
they liked the way we got our plan­
ning process going."

Lennon said his and Breiseth's re­
tirements were unrelated to the
evaluation and its recommenda­
tions. Breiseth announced Tuesday

See WILKES, ?a<je tOA
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he will retire on July 1,2001, af­
ter what will be 17 years in the
office, the second-longest in the
university’s history.

In a press release issued by the
university, Breiseth said he made
his decision after several years
of deliberation. He was unavail­
able for comment Tuesday and
Wednesday.

Lennon, 57, submitted his let­
ter of resignation last Septem­
ber, but it was announced just
recently, he said. His resignation
takes effect on Jan. 15,2001.

Meanwhile, a faculty commit­
tee will continue reviewing the
general courses students must
take and determine how faculty
and administrators can compact
that core curriculum, which in­
cludes such introductory cours­
es as composition, speech and
computer science. 1

The university also is working
to increase other fund raising,
grants and annual giving as rec­
ommended by the commission.
Wilkes has been trying to raise
$30 million by 2001 as part of the
Endow the Future campaign. As
of September 1999, about $22
million had been raised.

More outside funds will de­
crease the university’s depen­
dence on tuition.

In 1992, the university’s un­
dergraduate enrollment had
been at about 2,000 students,
while there were several hun­
dred graduate students, said
spokesman Mark Davis. Today,
there are about 1,600 full-time
undergraduates but close to
5,000 graduate students, Davis
added. About 4,400 of those
graduate students are in the mas­
ter’s in education program focus­
ing on classroom technology.
They attend classes at 37 sites in
eastern Pennsylvania.

In 1998, the university adopt­
ed a plan to cut 32 teaching jobs
in three years and eliminate its
art, economics, materials engi­
neering and physics majors and
master’s program in health care
administration.

Those changes followed a sur­
vey by the Wilkes chapter of the
American Association of Univer­
sity Professors that cited con­
cerns including salaries and com­
pensation, Lennon said.

Lennon said the university ad­
dressed those concerns with the
changes. But he said only five un­
tenured professors were cut, and
they were given a year’s notice.
The remainder of the cuts are
voluntary retirements with cash
buyouts, which should be com­
plete in the next two years.

“No one was laid off with just
a week’s notice," he said.

Call Sylvester at 829-7219.
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versity President Christopher
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retirement, but he and the universi­
ty still face challenges in the 14 1/2
months he has remaining.

University officials are examin­
ing general, required courses to de­
termine how to improve them, a
process that could take three years,
said J. Michael Lennon, vice presi­
dent of academic affairs, who also is
retiring next year.

The university also is trying to
improve its fund raising and in­
crease the grants it receives so it
does not have to depend as much
on tuition.

Those improvements were rec­
ommended in a recent evaluation
by the Middle States Association of
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on Higher Education, even though
the university has been working on
those improvements, Lennon said.
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presented to a gathering of univer­
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“There was a lot of discussion of
planning,” Lennon said. “I think
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he will retire on July 1, 2001, af­
ter what will be 17 years in the
office, the second-longest in the
university’s history.

In a press release issued by the
university, Breiseth said he made
his decision after several years
of deliberation. He was unavail­
able for comment Tuesday and
Wednesday.

Lennon, 57, submitted his let­
ter of resignation last Septem­
ber, but it was announced just
recently, he said. His resignation
takes effect on Jan. 15,2001.

Meanwhile, a faculty commit­
tee will continue reviewing the
general courses students must
take and determine how faculty
and administrators can compact
that core curriculum, which in­
cludes such introductory cours­
es as composition, speech and
computer science. '

The university also is working
to Increase other fund raising,
grants and annual giving as rec­
ommended by the commission.
Wilkes has been trying to raise
$30 million by 2001 as part of the
Endow the Future campaign. As
of September 1999, about $22
million had been raised.

More outside funds will de­
crease the university’s depen­
dence on tuition.

In 1992, the university’s un­
dergraduate enrollment had
been at about 2,000 students,
while there were several hun­
dred graduate students, said
spokesman Mark Davis. Today,
there are about 1,600 full-time
undergraduates but close to
5,000 graduate students, Davis
added. About 4,400 of those
graduate students are in the mas­
ter’s in education program focus­
ing on classroom technology.
They attend classes at 37 sites in
eastern Pennsylvania.

In 1998, tfie university adopt­
ed a plan to cut 32 teaching jobs
in three years and eliminate its
art, economics, materials engi­
neering and physics majors and
master’s program in health care
administration.

Those changes followed a sur­
vey by the Wilkes chapter of the
American Association of Univer­
sity Professors that cited con­
cerns including salaries and com­
pensation, Lennon said.

Lennon said the university ad­
dressed those concerns with the
changes. But he said only five un­
tenured professors were cut, and
they were given a year’s notice.
The remainder of the cuts are
voluntary retirements with cash
buyouts, which should be com­
plete in the next two years.

“No one was laid off with just
a week’s notice,” he said.

Call Sylvester at 829-7219.
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for the last 16 years, plans to re­
tire in 2001.

Dr. Breiseth has served the
second-longest presidential term
in the Wilkes-Barre university’s
history.

“In many ways, the best years
of my life have been those at
Wilkes,” he said in a prepared
statement released Tuesday “I
am immensely proud of what we
have accomplished together —
the trustees, faculty, staff, stu­
dents, alumni and many friends.

“I have been weighing this de­
cision for the past few years and
have decided the timing is right
for the university to begin the
process of selecting its next
leader.”

The fourth president of
Wilkes, Dr. Breiseth, 63, is sec-
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ond only to founding president
Eugene S. Farley in years leading
the institution. During his ten­
ure, Wilkes has experienced un­
precedented growth in fund-rais­
ing, program and campus­
development initiatives.

He led the institution to its
1989 designation as a university
by the Pennsylvania Board of Ed­
ucation.

Under his leadership, the uni­
versity’s endowment has grown 

from $3 million to more than $25
million. The current campaign is
on target to reach its $30 million
goal next year.

Dr. Breiseth also spearheaded
a campus transformation, with
the construction of new buildings
and the remodeling of others,
among them the Arnaud C. Marts
Sports and Conference Center,
the Student Union Building and
Kirby Hall.

Wilkes’ School of Pharmacy
was established during Dr. Brei-
seth’s tenure as well.

“It is with a feeling of deep
gratitude for all that he has ac­
complished for Wilkes Univer­
sity that I accept Dr. Breiseth’s
decision to retire,” said Gerald
Moffatt, chairman of Wilkes’
Board of Trustees.

“His tenure has been one of
dramatic development and
growth in the life of this institu­
tion.”
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One degree of separation between valley, Pope’s visit to Israel

O
ne of the men standing beside
Pope John Paul II during his
historic visit on March 23 to

Yad Vashem, the memorial in
Jerusalem to the Jewish victims of
the Holocaust, has ties to North­
eastern Pennsylvania.

Jerzy Kluger, a boyhood friend
of Karol Wotyla in Wadowice, Po­
land, was awarded an honorary
Doctorate of Humane letters from
Wilkes University in 1998.
Through our mutual good friend,
Joseph D’Andrea of Dunmore, we
were able to bring engineer Kluger
to Northeastern Pennsylvania for a
memorable week of ecumenical ac­
tivities, highlighted by a special
convocation before 800 people rep­
resenting a broad range of reli­

gious faiths.
At the ceremony, we honored

Dr. Kluger’s efforts in helping
Pope John Paul II strengthen rela­
tions between Catholics and Jews,
including the establishment of for­
mal diplomatic relations between
the Vatican and Israel. The Holy
Father sent his special blessings on
that occasion.

The unique relationship be­
tween these two friends has been
fundamental to the pope’s efforts
to help heal the terrible wounds
from World War n, including the
carnage at Auschwitz concentra­
tion camp, where Dr. Kluger’s sis­
ter, mother and grandmother were
killed. The influence of Dr.
Kluger’s friendship was revealed in 

the Darcy O’Brien’s book, “The
Hidden Pope.”

Dr. Kluger let Mr. D’Andrea
know that he would be introducing
the Jewish survivors from Wadow­
ice to their old boyhood acquain­
tance at Yad Vashem. Like many of
those who met Dr. Kluger when he
came to our area, I felt that I was
part of the extraordinarily historic
moment in Jerusalem when I saw
on television Pope John Paul II put
his hand on Jerzy Kinger's shoul­
ders as he greeted his childhood
friends from Wadowice.

Christopher N. Brelseth
President

Wilkes University
Wilkes-Barre



Colleges, neighbors always have tensions,
but future depends upon educated youth

Uy Chilstophor Drolsolh, PhD.
Spcci.il To Hid Cili/cns' Volco (?,!/
V\ /Young people represent the future of Northeastern Penn-
\w sylvania. While few would deny this truism, our behav-
El iors os a region do not always reflect a shared under­

standing of its Importance.
The Great Valley Technological Alliance made clear that in

the new knowledge-based society, regions that attract the
brightest and most motivated young people will be the most
successful global competitors. The intellectual investment
that makes a region thrive requires the presence of respon­
sive colleges and universities, adequate entrepreneurial in­
vestments and a political climate that supports both. Areas
with even greater potential are those where a full range of
cultural amenities is present The optimal model: traditional
downtowns that cater to the cultural, aesthetic and entertain­

ment tastes of young knowledge workers.
Consider this ambiance in its most highly

developed form: Atlanta, Boston, Philadel­
phia and with the help of local government,
business leaders and revitalized universities,
New York City. Smaller cities have also joined
these ranks: Raleigh/Durham, San Jose,
Burlington and Providence.

For the Wilkes-Barre/Scranton region, this
means that the greatest promise for a bright
future is our colleges and universities -13 in
number. In the Northeastern Pennsylvania
Association of Colleges and Universities
(NEPACU), our area college presidents are 

working together with the Great Valley Technology Alliance
to forge an even tighter partnership between business and ed­
ucation that will strengthen the quality and quantity of the
Knowledge Economy workforce. Our downtown colleges and
universities, Wilkes University, King's College and University
of Scranton lead this educational/business alliance.

Some believe that these institutions are a curse on the
downtowns because they harbor college students who live on
campus and in the surrounding neighborhoods. But, demo­
nizing students as neighbors is inseparable from discourag­
ing young people from coming here or from staying after
graduation. This perspective inhibits real opportunities for
regional rebirth.

My 17 years as president of Wilkes University and as an ac­
tive citizen of the greater Wyoming Valley community moves
me to passionately declare that our colleges and universities,
along with our K through 12 system, represent some of our
greatest assets. They are preparing our young people for the
future - for our future. How we as citizens treat college stu­
dents will directly impact the quality and character of North­
eastern Pennsylvania in the 21st century.

Where there have been colleges and universities there have
always been town-gown problems as young mindsets threaten
the older generation and its value system. College campuses
bring that tension into focus, but a society that does not em­
brace its young people and does not help them acquire the
skills and attitudes that will prepare them for adult responsi­
bilities faces failure in the future. It requires the creative, pa­
tient and persistent efforts of neighbors and community offi­
cials to protect our neighborhoods while helping students
become adults. Cooperation, communication and mutual re­
spect must be fostered by all concerned. Such interaction pro­
vides the college students with experiences that will affect
how they work as adults to build their communities and raise
their children.

I urge my fellow citizens to support our colleges and univer­
sities, engage our students In dialogue, encourage them to
consider staying in the area after graduation to contribute
their talents, their hopes and their dreams - Including their
own children - to our ftiture. To those of us over thirty, partic­
ularly those of us over fifty, let me say that we need these
young people ati much as they need us. I hereby call for a Dec­
laration of Intergenerational Interdependence, based upon
careftd listening to each other and mutual sensitivity to each
other's hopes and fears. We all have everything to gain.

It wo do not engage each other in such a positive spirit, this
region has everything to lose.

Dr.
Breiseth

CliniSTOPHHi N. Uhushii is President Emeritus of Wilkes University

Spcci.il
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DAVE SCH ERBEJICO/CmZENS" VOICE
Wilkes University president Dr. Christopher Breiseth gives a
lecture Sunday on former presidents, Lincoln and Roosevelt

Dr. Breiseth discusses two famous
Looks at challenges
that faced Lincoln,
FDR administrations
Ey Lewis
Ctkens’ Voice Staff Writer

Wilkes University president
Dr. Christopher N. Breiseth dis­
cussed the political leadership of
two American presidents —
Abraham Lincoln and Franklin
Delano Roosevelt — last night at
the Dorothy Dickson Darte Cen­
ter for the Performing Arts.

More than 80 people listened
to Dr. Breiseth lecture about the
two presidents whom he called
the two greatest, because they
dealt with issues that affected
the future of the United States.

“Lincoln and Roosevelt stand
head and shoulders among other
presidential peers along with
George Washington,” Dr.
Breiseth stated. "Great political
leaders must be dominant, and
they were."

"Both Lincoln and Roosevelt
had well-matched personal qual­
ities to mobilize the people to
make great sacrifices," he said.

Lincoln, Dr. Breiseth said,
faced the issue of slavery and
the break-up of the union as
southern states seceded.

“Lincoln knew the gathering
storm of the Civil War had
everything to do with slavery,"
Dr. Breiseth said.

In a speech launching his cam­
paign, Lincoln spelled out the

challenges the nation faced, Dr.
Breiseth said, in that the “na­
tion cannot tolerate half-slave
and half-free.”

During the presidential debate
between Lincoln and Sen.
Stephen A. Douglas, Douglas
had to admit local people can
keep slavery out locally, Dr.
Breiseth said.

This notion did not sit well
with the southern states, Dr.
Breiseth said, as new political
parties emerged in the South,

weakening
Douglas and
strengthening
Lincoln.

Dr. Breiseth
said the roots
of Lincoln’s
leadership
were supported
by his true love
of the law.

He said the
16th president
believed that
all disputes
about slavery
should be set­
tled by the law.

“Lincoln has
to discover
within himself
to settle the
course he
would take,”

Dr. Breiseth said.
The Wilkes University presi­

dent, who will step down in
June to become president and
chief executive officer of the
Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt
Institute at Hyde Park, N.Y., said
Lincoln is best known by his

Gettysburg address and his sec­
ond inauguration address.

About Roosevelt, Dr. Breiseth
said, his fight with polio made
him more understandable about
people’s concerns.

“The first 100 days of his ad­
ministration became the New
Deal," Dr. Breiseth said.

"A precedent set for presi­

dents to this very day.” Dr.
Breiseth compared and con­
trasted Lincoln and Roosevelt
throughout his lecture, examin­
ing similar, but different, is­
sues they faced in their admin­
istrations.

Lincoln guided the nation
through the Civil War that
threatened the future of the 

country, as Roosevelt faced do­
mestic and international issues
that also endangered the coun­
try, Dr Breiseth said.

Roosevelt protected the wel­
fare of the unemployed during a
time of a depression, but his
real test came when the United
States entered World War n, Dr
Breiseth said.

“He knew from evidence in
1938 that the United States
would become involved in Eu­
rope,” Dr Breiseth stated.

As he approached a decision
to campaign for a third presi­
dential term, Dr Breiseth ex­
plained, he left the decision to
the delegates at the 1940 Demo­
cratic National Convention.

During the election cam­
paign, Roosevelt sent military
warships to Europe, a sign that
the United States was moving
toward war. Dr. Breiseth stated.

“When he won the election to
a third, unprecedented term, he
moved to increase equipment,”
Dr. Breiseth said, adding this
was at a time when the United
States in 1940 was the 12th
largest military in the world be­
hind Portugal.

“FDR was ready to use Japan’s
attack (on Pearl Harbor) to enter
the war,” Dr Breiseth said, sug­
gesting Roosevelt believed the
United States would first enter
World War n in Europe.

“He thought Hitler was an
evil, in-human person," he ex­
plained.

"Both Lincoln and Roosevelt
knew that war had to be waged
in a fun- to lead the nation,” Dr.
Breiseth stated.

‘Boirw
Lincoln and

Roosevelt had
WELL-MATCHED

PERSONAL

QUALITIES TO

MOBILIZE THE

PEOPLE TO

MAKE GREAT
SACRIFICES’

On Christopher

Breiseth

Wilkes president
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1 King's College students recognized at honor’s convocation
............ l---------------------- ■ .. ...................l-l-ol Marion S. Alber, Cartea D. Alfieri, Trisha R Allen, Mark J. Carpency, Clare Dicke, Carolyn E Duiney, Renee E Dusheck, Lera D. Ellsworth, Cori MDicke, Carolyn E Dufney, Renee E Dusheck, Lora D. Ellsworth, Cori M.

dick, Alan K Heckler, Rahat S. Hussain, Karin L Jacobs, Kathryn T. Jan-

Delucca, Wiliam J. Ferrara, Paula M. Gavfick, Robert 1 Luchi, Richard R
Mkulski, Amy R Mitchell, Brian M. MuO, Craig A. Novak, Daniel P. Patter-

Mcgee, Jennifer L Motto, Megan J. PhSTps, Renee M. Salvo, Melanie A.
Shuey, and Cara Zoschak

CuteDe S. Thurston
OMICRON DELTA EPSILON - economics: Eugene Bing, John R

Bowbfis, Janene M. Byorek, Matthew R Cobun, Diane M. Danowski,
Michael D. RnareE, Gretchen E Kwashnk, Kalarzyna Kwiatkowski, Paola
F. Malatto, Christine Mcdonnefl, Colleen P. Meehan, Jeffrey J. Rogish,
Yanina V. Sokovnick, and Ryan P. Walsh

KAPPA DELTA PI - education: Melissa A. Ccnniff, WEEam C.
Danowski, Sara A. Deluca, Mary M. Dougherty. Christa L Galela, Darde
M. Gingell, Elizabeth D. Henninger, McheCe M. Jayne, Alice L KoL-
mansperger, Melissa Lcxusso, Lynn M. Mortimer, Shanna J. Padams,
Denise K. Pagana, Tricia A. Tait, Nina Wojtanowski, and Pamela A.
Zawatsky

MU KAPPA TAU - marketing: Nicole J, Bouthcut, Patricia L Hoff­
man, and Nicole C. Krutz

SIGMA TAU DELTA - English: Trisha R Allen, Sara A. Deluca, Dawn
L Drumin, Margaret E Mcconnefl, Jennifer M. Moyer, Nicole B. Stach,
and Jennifer A. York

CHI ALPHA EPSILON - for students admitted via developmental
program pathways:

David R Allen, Amy L Ash, Susan M Baroody, Mark D. Granteed,
Sharida E. Kasper, Christine J. Klick, Kathy M. Lyons, Beth A. Mier, Frank
A. Terescavage, and Apr! C. ZJuchowski

ALPHA EPSILON LAMBDA - Graduate-Professional Students.
David E Banko, Kimberly A. Bowman, Linda M Houck, Susanne S.

O’donnell, Jennifer M. Oledak, B2ie l_ Sheppard, Carrie A. Snefl, Chris­
tine A. Snyder, Anne Marie Sysko, and Rosa Am P. Widdick

Marion S. Alber, Cariea D. Alfieri, Trisha R Allen, Mark J. Carpency, Clare
E Chios, Trudy E Cordora, Lawrence R Dake, Sara A. Deluca, Christine
E Domnick, Emmet J. Donnelly, Carmel E Kaluzavich, Sandra Mihoch
Kase, Michael E Lisko, Jennifer M. Moyer, Kristin A. Rinker, Nicole B.
Stach, Jennifer S. Szczeshiak, Sandra L Tarabochia, CuteDe S. Thurston,
and Stacey E Zaloga

PHI ALPHA THETA - history
Benjamin J. Ferguson, Sandra Mihoch Kase, Jennifer L Levisky, and

Angelmae T. Webby
ALPHA MU GAMMA - foreign languages: ChristopherT. Drula, Amy

C. Fesmire, Courtney Giuliani, Elizabeth A. Jordan, Carmel E Kaluzavich,
Christne Mcdonnefl, Daniel Mcnulty, Kristin Owens, EmJy S. Rink,
Angela T. Schatzel, Melinda M. Yablonski, and Jennifer A. York

PSI CHI - psychology: Cariea D. Alfieri, Sandra L Christman,
Heather M. Cieczko, Melissa L Decker, Erin E Francis, Geraldine R
Gibbons, Jessica L Gilroy, Alisha B. Hcpfer, Amy A. Iorio, Heather L
Kropiewnicki, Jennifer L Levisky, Michelle A. Lippincott, Jennifer A.
O'ncil, Lauren E Ricigliano, Heidi C. Sprau, Nicole B. Stach, Sandra L
Tarabochia, Stephanie Wallis, and Steven W. Willison

ALPHA SIGMA LAMBDA - continuing higher education: Rita A.
Baleslrin't, Erin Meehan Corbett, Frank Dewa, Kimberly A. Graham, Kurt
A. Husebo, Sandra Mihoch Kase, Marie A. Lettiere, Kathleen B. Levitski,
Jacqueline M. Moran, John J. Pagarelski, Beth Ann Partington, and John
A. Pixjg

THETA ALPHA KAPPA • theology and religious studies: Lawrence
P. Dake, Hany R Lyons, and Katie L Roloson

PHI SIGMA TAU - philosophy: Lawrence R Dake, Dawn L Drumin,
Lynne M. Falchck, Latisse A. Heerwig, Cannel E Kaluzavich. Michael E
Lisko, Andrew M Mlz, Jennifer A. O'nefll, Jayne M. Swircek, and Sandra
L Tarabochia

Pl SIGMA ALPHA - government Kelly A. Bray, Trudy E Cordora,
WHiam C. Danowski, Molly A. McCarthy, and Harold Roberts

ALPHA PHI SIGMA • criminal justice sciences: Joseph M. Bro-
zowski, Stephen J. Dubemas, Melanie R. Readier, Bradley J. Shock,
Dawn M. Swanson, and John R Tigue

ALPHA EPSILON DELTA • health professions: Rose G. Alaimo,
Gregory D. Benjamin, Teresa L Cluck, Kristen B. Czwalina, Kristina L 

The annual King’s College Honors Con­
vocation recently recognized the academ­
ic achievements of more than 170 stu­
dents and presented an honorary degree
to Wilkes University President, Dr.
Christopher Breiseth. Students were in­
ducted into 18 national honor societies in
various disciplines which have chapters
at the College. Rev. Thomas J. O’Hara,
president, King’s College, presented Dr.
Breiseth with an honorary degree as a
doctor of humane letters.Following the
ceremony, there was a reception for facul­
ty, students, and their families. Those
honored are:

AQUINAS SOCIETY - The King's College honor society: Cartea
D. Alfieri, Trisha R Allen, Teresa l_ Averill, Mark S. Barron, Gwynn M.
Buchanan, Clare E Chiles, Jadyn M. Coates, Trudy E Cordora,
Lawrence P. Dake, Marc T. Decowski, Sara A. Deluca, Matthew C.
Desciak, Christine E Domnick, Christa l_ Galella, Jessica L Gilroy, Ann-
marie Gulick, Kathryn T. Janick, Carmel E Kaluzavich, Colleen E Larkin,
Michelle A. Lippincott, Jessica A. Manzolllo, Sara A. Mcdonald, Christine
Mcdonnefl, Erin Mcgee, Malinda A. Moore, Dawn M. Morton, Jennifer M.
Moyer, Brian M. Mull, Robert D. Myers, Denise K Pagana, Sarah E Rid­
dle, Kristin A. Rinker, Mary F. RivieOo, Alyson M. Romann, Justin G. Scap­
paticci, Jodi Schottenfeld, Laine C. Sheerer, Kyfo J. Showalter, Nicole B.
Stack Krista J. Summers, Karen M. Terris, Stephanie Wallis, Kimberly J.
Walsh, Amy E Williams, Brandon D. Wolf, and Pamela A. Zawatsky

DELTA EPSILON SIGMA - for Catholic colleges and universities; 

Rev. Thomas J. O’Hara, president of
King's College, presents Dr. Christopher
Breiseth, Wilkes University president,
with an honorary degree.



Dr. Christopher Breiseth, Wilkes University president and
Karen Bridget Charles.

Local woman has MBA
presented to her by university
president at special celebration

Karen Bridget Charles received a Masters of Business Ad­
ministration (MBA) Degree from Dr. Christopher Breiseth,
President of Wilkes University.

Charles was honored by family and friends at a ‘Celebration
of Life and Achievements of Karen B. Charles.

Dr. Breiseth made the presentation of degree at that celebra­
tion.

Charles is the daughter of Fred Charles, Poplar Street,
Wilkes-Barre and the late Mary Shea Charles. She is the
grandaughter of the late Bridget Clarke Shea, William Shea,
Harvey Charles and Ruth Smith.

She received a BS in Economics from Wilkes University.
She is currently employed as Operations Manager, First Se­

curity Investments, Kingston. She was formerly employed by
First Union Bank in Philadelphia. She resides at Mary Street,
Ashley, with Bill Schaffer.

Charles was unable to attend the ceremony held at Wilkes
University since she is recovering from brain surgery.
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PEOPLE ,
.A Better Chance (Boston): Ap-

pointed Danuta R. Killian, dean
af students at Emory U, (Atlanta),
to be executive director. This or­
ganization provides educational
\nd career opportunities to tal-
?nted minority youths across the
nation.

Africare (Washington): Ap­
pointed Myron Golden, a senior
associate at the Mitchell Group
.Washington), to be regional direc­
tor for francophone Africa.

Aging in America (Bronx, N.Y.):
Appointed Linda Martin, vice
president for planning and devel­
opment, to be executive vice presi­
dent.

California Historical Society
'San Francisco): Appointed Ste­
phen A. Becker, director of ex­
ternal affairs at the Zeum Art &
Technology Center (San Fran­
cisco), to be executive director.

Canine Companions for Inde­
pendence (Santa Rosa, Calif.): Ap­
pointed Patricia Minaker, a sen­
ior accountant at Houghton &
Freitas (Santa Rosa), to be na­
tional director of administrative
services.

Chapman U. (Orange, Calif.):
Appointed Sheryl A. Bourgeois,
associate vice president iox univer­
sity relations, to be vice president
for university relations; Bobbi
Fisher, development coordinator
for the School of Education, to be
director of development; Susan
Hixon, owner of the Cafe Diem
restaurant (Palos Verdes, Calif.)
and former manager of develop­
ment at the Aquarium of the Pa­
cific (Long Beach, Calif.), to be a
prospect researcher; and Susan
Knopick, planned-giving admin­
istrator, to be director of planned
giving.

Children’s Hospital of New Jer-
-.ey at Newark Beth Israel Medical
Center (N.J.): Appointed John P.
Dcmoleas, executive director of
Saint Peter's U. Hospital Founda­
tion (New Brunswick, N.J.), to be
vice president for development.

Cla-.'.rooin Inc. (New York): Ap­
pointed Hcana Eileen Ander­
son, executive director of the
Mentoring Partnerahip of New
York, to be director of develop­
ment for this group that distrib­
utes interactive educational soft­
ware and trains teachers to use it.

DePaul U. (Chicago): Appointed
Bridget Vaughn, director of de­
velopment for athletics and stu­
dent affairs, to be associate vice
president of the office of university
collaborations. The position will 

facilitate the university’s relation­
ships with corporations.

Easter Seals-Eastern Pennsyl­
vania (Allentown): Appointed
Linda W. LaMona, president and
chief executive officer of Goodwill
Industries-Heart of Florida (Lake­
land), to be president and chief ex­
ecutive officer.

Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt
Institute (Hyde Park, N.Y.): Ap­
pointed Christopher ^1. Brei-
seth, president of Wifkes_U.
(Wilkes-Barre, Pa.), to be presi­
dent and chief executive officer, ef­
fective September 4.

Glynwood Center (Cold Spring,
N.Y): Appointed Andrea Carroll,
director of corporate, foundation,
and government relations at
American Field Service/usA (New
York), to be director of develop­
ment, and Gary Valen, director of
sustainable agriculture at the Hu­
mane Society of the United States
(Washington), to be director of op­
erations. The center offers courses
in community development and
leadership.

Heifer Project International
(Little Rock, Ark.): Appointed
Marvin Schwartz, a consultant
based in Little Rock, to be director
of grants.

Hobart and William Smith Col­
leges (Geneva, N.Y.): Appointed
Michael J. Catillaz, director of
college advancement for the Na­
tional Technical Institute for the
Deaf at the Rochester Institute of
Technology (N.Y.), to be vice pres­
ident for institutional advance­
ment.

Homewood Retirement Centers
of the United Church of Christ
(Williamsport, Md.): Appointed
John W. Warren, director of
funds development, to be vice
president of funds development.

Johns Hopkins U. (Baltimore):
Appointed Cheryl A. Barto, di­
rector of development and alumni
relations for the^chool of Nursing
at the U. of Nmryland at Balti­
more, to be associate dean of de­
velopment and alumni relations
for the School of Nursing.

Long Island U. at Brooklyn
(New York): Appointed Janies
Cribbs, director of inqjor gifts at
Citymeala-on-Wheels (New York),
to be grant writer.

Loh AngoleH Free Clinic: Ap­
pointed Joseph W. Dunn, presi­
dent and chief executive officer of
Daniel Freeman Hospitals (Loh

Angele:,), to be executive director.
Maryland Citizens for the Arts

(Ellicott City): Appointed Pamela

G. Holt, director of cultural
tourism and special assistant in
the Office of Planning and Eco­
nomic Development for the Dis­
trict of Columbia (Washington), to
be executive director. Ms. Holt will
also lead the Maryland Citizens
for the Arts Foundation.

Metropolitan Museum of Art
(New York): Announced the retire­
ment of Ashton Hawkins, execu­
tive vice president and counsel to
the trustees. Mr. Hawkins will
serve as a part-time consultant to
the museum. .

National Assembly ot Health
and Human Service Organizations
(Washington): Appointed Irv
Katz, group vice president for
community impact at United Way
of America (Alexandria, Va.), to be
president and chief executive offi­
cer, effective April 2.

National Multiple Sclerosis So­
ciety (New York): Founder Sylvia
Luwry died on February 24, at age
85.

Save the Children (Westport,
Conn.): Appointed Ann A. Van
Dusen, senior deputy assistant
administrator in the Bureau for
Policy and Program Coordination
at the U.S. Agency for Interna-
tLnal Development (Washington),
tc be executive vice president and
chief operating officer.

U. of Missouri at Columbia: Ap­
pointed Connie Eggert, assistant
vice chancellor for marketing and
development at the U. of Missouri
at Rolla, to be executive director
for advancement for the College of
Business.

United States Association for
Child Care (Lee’s Summit, Mo.):
Appointed Anne Goldstein, exec­
utive director of the National
Child Care Information Center
(Washington), to be executive di­
rector, based in Washington.

Winrock International (Morril­
ton, Ark.): Appointed Gregg Pat­
terson, chief of the environmen­
tal-preservation division of the
Arkansas Department of Environ­
mental Quality (Little Rock), to be
managing director of U.S. pro­
grams, based in Little Rock. H



Wilkes homecoming includes tribute to
Wilkes University Hemeconung

sr Weekend will be held Friday,
-a Oct. 5 through Smday. Oct. 8.
73 Among the festivities is a trib-
ftute to Christopher N. Breiseth,
> president. at his last homecoming.

"S Alumni ana friends will gather
= at the newly created Colonel’s
T Comer at Ralston Field on Satur-
> day. Oct ?. Eras :?:$? a.m. to 1

p.m. to honor Breiseth for his 16-
pius years of leadership. Earlier
this year. Breiseth announced his

— plans to retire at the end of this
o1 academic year.
5 Sponsored by the Alumni Asso-
7 - :. a--.a-..-;:.; Department,
I! the ceietrfdtn •.■ill include
> . : food and a free

ticket to a Comedy Special, fea­
turing alumnus Dave Russo at the
Woodlands Inn and Resort, Plains
Township, Sat­
urday from 7 to
8 p.m.

Russo '93 won
the 2000 Boston
Comedy Festi­
val and was
named Boston’s
Best Comedian.

The annual golf 
tournament at Irem Temple Coun­
try Club on Friday, Oct. 6, will
officially kick off Homecoming
Weekend festivities. Traditionally
a popular event, the tournament is
limited to the first 144 golfers to 

register. Check-in is 11 a.m., with
a shotgun start at noon. Cost
includes green fees, cart, refresh­
ments, attitude adjustment hour
and a buffet dinner. Door prizes
and prizes in all flights will be
awarded.

Graduates of the Last Decade,
or GOLD, alumni are invited to
attend a party at the Woodlands
Friday night. Cover charge will
include a happy hour event from
5:30 to 8:30 p.m. and entrance into
the new dance club, Evolution.

Also on Friday night, Olives
Mediterranean Restaurant at
Courthouse Square will host all 

alumni from 8 to 10 p.m. for hors
d’oeuvres and the acoustic sounds
of Electric Farm, which is set to
perform at 10 p.m.

Saturday means sports. At
noon, the Lady Colonels tennis
team takes on the Lycoming War­
riors at Ralston Field. The foot­
ball team will take the field
against the Delaware Valley
Aggies at 1 p.m. At 4 p.m., the
Lady Colonels soccer and field
hockey teams will try to outscore
the William Paterson Pioneers
and the Aggies, respectively.

The Fifth Quarter moves to the
Woodlands this year. Graduates

Russo

t)/-, ft r R- t-e

Breiseth
can take the festivities into over­
time from 5 to 7 p.m. in the Exec­
utive Lounge. Drink specials and
complimentary hors d’oeuvres
will be available.

The Wilkes community will wel­
come back the Bucknell Universi­
ty Junior College U.S. Air Force
cadets for their millennium
Reunion Brunch on Sunday, Oct.
8, beginning at noon at Best West­
ern Genetti Hotel and Convention
Center, East Market Street,
Wilkes-Barre.

For more information on home-
coming events, contact the alumni
relations office at 408-4130.



Bank leader
Pinola dies
at age 76
West Pittston native and Wilkes
University trustee ran First
Interstate Bancorp, and raised
money for numerous charities.

By MARK FITZHENRY
markf@leader.net /Ck’'

Joseph J. Pinola, a West Pittston
native who moved to California and
became a banking giant, died
Thursday at his home in Century
City, Calif. He was 76.

Pinola, who once ran the eighth-
largest bank in the country, gradu­

ated from Wilkes
College in 1949
and served as a
Wilkes Universi­
ty trustee from
1979 until his
death. The uni­
versity gave him
an honorary de­
gree in 1978.

In 1987 Pinola was called upon to
chair the WILKES TOMORROW
campaign. The goal was to raise $18
million in four years. He helped
raise $25 million. Pinola also raised
money for various causes in south­
ern California, including art muse­
ums and the United Way.

“It’s a big loss to the Wilkes Com­
munity, and to southern Califor­
nia,” said Wilkes President Christo­
pher N. Breiseth. “He was a first-
class corporate citizen.”

“He was a tremendously support­
ive alum,” said Betsy Bell Condron,
a 20-year administrator who retired
last year. "Along with his business
acumen, he was a humanitarian. He
was just a wonderful, wonderful
supporter of Wilkes and the com­
munity. He never lost sight of from
whence he came. He was delight­
ful.”

Pinola took over First Interstate
Bancorp (then called Western Ban-

Pinola

PINOLA
Continued from Page 3A

corp) in 1978 and made it the na­
tion’s largest interstate bank, with
operations in 14 states. Pinola also
was the first to experiment with
bank franchises.

“He was a forward-looking guy
who was considered a dynamic
leader in his day,” said Edward Car-
son, Pinola’s successor at First In­
terstate.

Pinola is best remembered in the
banking business for his hostile bid
in 1986 to buy Bank of America,
which was twice the size of First In­
terstate. After a battle that shook
the banking world, Pinola dropped
his offer.

In January 1988, First Interstate’s
assets reached $60 billion.

Pinola retired at 65 in 1990. At
that time, First Interstate was strug­
gling from growing pains, and in
1996 Wells Fargo bought First Inter­
state for $11 billion.

mailto:markf@leader.net
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Pinola dies
at age 76
West Pittston native and Wilkes
University trustee ran First
Interstate Bancorp, and raised
money for numerous charities.
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Joseph J. Pinola, a West Pittston
native who moved to California and
became a banking giant, died
Thursday at his home in Century
City, Calif. He was 76.

Pinola, who once ran the eighth-
largest bank in the country, gradu­

ated from Wilkes
College in 1949
and served as a
Wilkes Universi­
ty trustee from
1979 until his
death. The uni­
versity gave him
an honorary de­
gree in 1978.

In 1987 Pinola was called upon to
chair the WILKES TOMORROW
campaign. The goal was to raise $18
million in four years. He helped
raise $25 million. Pinola also raised
money for various causes in south­
ern California, including art muse­
ums and the United Way.

“It’s a big loss to the Wilkes Com­
munity, and to southern Califor­
nia,” said Wilkes President Christo­
pher N. Breiseth. “He was a first-
class corporate citizen.”

“He was a tremendously support­
ive alum," said Betsy Bell Condron,
a 20-year administrator who retired
last year. “Along with his business
acumen, he was a humanitarian. He
was just a wonderful, wonderful
supporter of Wilkes and the com­
munity. He never lost sight of from
whence he came. He was delight­
ful.”

Pinola took over First Interstate
Bancorp (then called Western llau-
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corp) in 1978 and made it the na­
tion’s largest interstate bank, with
operations in 14 states. Pinola also
was the first to experiment with
bank franchises.

“He was a forward-looking guy
who was considered a dynamic
leader in his day,” said Edward Car-
son, Pinola’s successor at First In­
terstate.

Pinola is best remembered in the
banking business for his hostile bid
in 1986 to buy Bank of America,
which was twice the size of First In­
terstate. After a battle that shook
the banking world, Pinola dropped
his offer.

In January 1988, First Interstate’s
assets reached $60 billion,

Pinola retired at 65 in 1990. At
that time, First Interstate was strug­
gling from growing pains, and in
1996 Wells Fargo bought First Inter­
state for $11 billion.

See PINOLA, Page 12A
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I West Pittston native, pioneering banker Pinola dies at age 76
5 West Pittston native Joseph J.
5 Pinola. the aggressive Southern

-2, California banker who built for-
o mer Los Ange'.es-based First
§■ Interstate Bancorp into a nation-

al financial giant, died Thursday
= at his home in Century City. He

"c was 76.
The strang-wSed Pinola is best

remembered for his hostile bid in
'1986 to buy then-ailing Bank of
-.n.-.r..:. ns Twice the size

° of First Interstate. After a bruis-
oing battle that shook the banking
5 world. Pinola dropped his offer.
7 Pinola was remembered locally
S Saturday by Wilkes University
w president Dr. Christopher Ereiseth

as an "extraordinarily focused and
8 powerful individual.' Pinola,
* Ereiseth said, was a trustee emer-
v itus. recen ing an honorary doctor-
E ate from V,likes in 1978.

•= He was a 1948 graduate of
<•> Wilkes College

Pinola served as a member of
the board of trustees in the late
1989s. He also served as the 

national chair of the university’s
most recent Wilkes Tomorrow
campaign, which exceeded the $18
million goal by raising $25 million.

“This was a total shock,”
Breiseth said. “I actually had
called him this past week to
arrange to see him and his wife.
His voice on the answering
machine was very strong. We had
every reason to believe he was
well.”

After assuming the helm at
First Interstate (formerly known
as Western Bancorp) in 1978, Pino­
la oversaw the bank’s transforma­
tion from a collection of loosely
knit institutions into a financial
powerhouse, with operations in 14
states.

Pinola created the nation’s
largest interstate bank and was
the first to experiment with bank
franchises.

“He was a forward-looking guy
who was considered a dynamic
leader in his day,” said Edward
Canon, who succeeded Pinola as 

chairman of First Interstate.
At its peak, First Interstate was

the nation’s eighth-largest bank.
After a spectacular 1988 fire

swept through the bank’s land­
mark headquarters in downtown
Los Angeles, Pinola moved his
bank into the new 73-story Library
Tower, putting the First Interstate
name and logo atop the tallest
building west of the Mississippi.

But by the time Pinola retired at
age 65 in 1990, First Interstate was
beginning to suffer from growing
pains. Ill-fated expansions into
Arizona and Texas were causing
steep losses. Thousands of jobs
were cut. And California was
heading into a deep recession.

By the early 1990s, First Inter­
state found itself the target of buy­
out offers. In 1996, Wells Fargo
won a bidding war against Min­
neapolis-based U.S. Bancorp to
buy First Interstate for $11 billion.

Before joining First Interstate,
Pinola spent much of his banking
career at Bank of America.

He served in the U.S. Navy dur­
ing World War II and the Korean
War.

During his career, he also
served on the boards of directors
of Edison International, Lockheed
Corp, and the Federal Reserve
Bank of San Francisco.

Pinola is survived by his wife of
53 years, Dorie; and his son, Jim
Pinola of Long Beach.

No services are scheduled.
Donations may be sent to the Sal­
vation Army, 900 W. James M.
Wood Blvd., Los Angeles, CA
90015.
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Executive Leadership to launch fall session
The fall session of the Executive Leadership Series, a program of

Leadership Wilkes-Barre, will be held on Sept. 26, Oct. 4, 11, 25, and
Nov. 1. The Executive Leadership Series is an orientation program
that provides executives and professionals who are new to North­
eastern Pennsylvania or new to their positions with the opportunity
to interact with key local decision makers and business leaders, and
to become better acquainted with the community in which they live
and work. Scheduled presenters include Dr. Christopher N. Breiseth,
President, Wilkes University; Stephen M. Barrouk, president and
CEO, Greater Wilkes-Barre Chamber of Business and Industry; and
Dr. Richard Florida, H. John Heinz III, professor of regional eco­
nomic development, John Heinz School of Public Policy and Man­
agement, Carnegie Mellon University. For an application or more
information on the Executive Series, contact the Leadership Wilkes-
Barre office at 823-2101 or visit the website at wwwleader.net/lwb.

wwwleader.net/lwb
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CHAMBER OFFICIAL WINS AWARD - Donna Palermo, seated second from right, vice president of operations of the Greater
Hazleton Chamber of Commerce, was among several recipients of the IO** 1 annual Northeast Pennsylvania Environmental
Partnership Awards presented at the Woodlands Inn in Plains Township. Others receiving awards were, seated, Bruno Najaka,
Sullivan County Conservation Club; Dorne White, Bowman’s Creek Watershed Association; Arthur Watres, Lacawac Sanctuary,
and Mark Makara, Nanticoke Conservation Club. Standing: Andrew McElwaine, Pennsylvania Environmental Council; Mark
Van Pattern National Wildlife Federation; Dr. Christopher Breiseth, Wilkes University; Howard Grossman, EDCNP; Lynn Con­
rad, Rail Trail Council of NEPA Lillian Theophanis, Susquehanna County Conservation District; Ellen Alaimo, Pennsylvania

Environmental Council; Drew Hadley, Procter & Gamble Paper
Products Company.



TIMES LEA0ER/CLA3K VAN ORCEH

Students in Tina Shemanski's second-grade class at Dana Street Elementary Center in Forty Fort listen as Amy Gabriel, emergency services director for the
American Red Cross told the story of 'Grandpa’s Teeth?

By KALEN CHURCHER
Itch u rcher@leader. net

T
here’s something special that happens
when a stranger enters an elementary
school classroom. Pencils are put down,
books are closed and suddenly all attentionis directed to the new person.

“Those children look up to you like you’re just the
greatest person,” said Amy Gabriel, emergency ser­
vices director for the American Red Cross, Wyoming
Valley Chapter.

Gabriel is one of the more than 500 volunteers from
Luzerne, Lackawanna and Wayne counties who partic­
ipated in Community Reading Day on April 12.

The event, sponsored by Fleet Pennsylvania Services
Inc., encourages children to read by placing the
“strangers" — business volunteers — in second-grade
classrooms throughout the region. The event helps fos­
ter a relationship between local businesses and schools
and introduces the students to a variety of profession­
als.

Along with Fleet Pennsylvania Services Inc., event
partners include the Greater Wilkes-Barre Chamber of
Business and Industry, the Greater Scranton Chamber,
the Carbondale Area Chamber, the Greater Pittston
( haniber, I hr Gieater Hazleton Chamber, the Wayne
( ounly f haniber, the Luzerne County Reading Coun­
cil and Ihr Noilhrabh in Pennsylvania Reading Associ-
ation.

See READING, Page 2E

Students of Deborah Moore at the Helghts/Murray Elementary
School listen as Wilkes University president Christopher Breiseth
reads a story for Community Reading Day.



TIMES LEAOER/DON CAREY
Wilkes University president Christopher Breiseth, Ph.D., reads to the second-qrade class of Deborah Moore
at the Helqhts/Murray Elementary School in Wilkes-Barre, as part of Community Reading Day.

mwM
Continued from IE
Elementary Center in Forty Fort.
The story posed the mystery of
what happened to Grandpa’s teeth
when they were stolen from his
bedside.

Gabriel returned to read for a
second year in an effort to concen­
trate on the positive things that
happen in schools. “With all the
news about school violence, it’s so
important to put the emphasis
somewhere else. It shows you that
kids aren’t so bad.’’

Introducing books to children al
an early age is something Mark
Davis, director of university rela­
tions for Wilkes University, be­
lieves in firmly and is one of the
reasons why he returned as part of
Community Reading Day for a 

third year.
“You really see it in the kids’

faces," said Davis, commenting on
how attentive the groups of chil­
dren are. “They see someone from
the outside coming in and reading
to them.’’

Coining from someone other
than a family member or teacher,
that attention, Davis said he be­
lieves, is something the students
will always carry with them.

As many students did with their
own readers, Wyoming Seminary
students in Kristen McCarthy’s
class gave Davis their attention as
he read the story of “Livingstone
Mouse," by Pamela Dunkan Ed­
wards and Henry Cole. In
"Livingstone Mouse," students fol­
lowed Livingstone as he embarked
on a trip to China, where he hoped
to find a new home.

Similar to his fellow volunteers.

Steven Leonardo, owner of
Steven’s Town and Country Clean­
ers in Dallas, is also a veteran
reader for Community Reading
Day. Reiterating the sentiments of
the other volunteers, Leonardo
had so much fun last year, he
didn’t question donating his time
again this year.

"I like to give something back
to the community,” he said.

I-eonardo read “Grandpa’s
Teeth" to Maryann Yurko’s class
at the Dallas Elementary School.
He encourages those who are in­
terested in participating in Com
munity Reading Day to obtain ad­
ditional information about the
event.

“It’s good for the kids to see
that other people participate in the
schools, and it’s important for the
community to participate in the
students’ lives."



SUNDAY TIMES
ICRANICN, PA

tUNOAV SltSSl
APR 30 SOOO

’lOmmirillilW

Schools Must Rise
To the Challenge

“I bellcvo that all the Ingredi­
ents are present for a great resur­
gence in Scranton and Northeast­
ern Pennsylvania," said John R.
Williams, Ed.D., superintendent
of the Scranton School District.
The area's basic and higher In­
stitutions must institute a coordi­
nated effort to ensure that the
area's young people are properly
trained and prepared to take ad­
vantage of these opportunities."

“With effective educatfon/bu-
slness partnerships and truly re­
gional economic development,
we will become known through­
out the metropolitan Northeast
and Middle Atlantic regions for
our high quality labor force, fam­
ily-oriented communities and
outstanding schools and col­
leges," said Christopher N. Brel-
seth, president. Ph.D., Wilkes_
University. "... if we work” to
make*this  area responsive to the
needs and interests of young peo­
ple so they will want to stay and
attract others here to pursue life­
long opportunities.

Raymond S. Angell, president
of Lackawanna Junior College,
said the work force, must bo
trained for the future needs of
the area.

“Scranton is on the verge of

11U. SUS3AV iimes,,

When Northeastern Pennsyl­
vania was supplying the industri­
aliz'd world with coal, garments
and cigars, employers needed
workers able to perform physical
work. But those industries are
largely gone, replaced by service,
communications and dot-com
companies.

Brains, not brawn, are the
keys to success In the modern
world.

Wit J&utibnjj 01mt0

cc-Aisa nnjLS/i / the sunCay times

Busy Campus
There Is no lack of activity on tho Commons at tho University of Scranton. Tho university Is consistently ranked as one of the top private
colleges In tho East.

SUNDAY TIMES HIE PttOIO

Stilt Growing
Students stroll on tho campus of Maiywood University which recently broke ground for a pair of now
projects —- a Studio Arts Center and tho Tony Dotnlano Early Childhood Cantor.
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becoming a hub for what Is being
termed 'the knowledge econ­
omy.' " ho said. “If we can offer a
well-trained, technically profi­
cient, quality workforce to meet
the growing demands of the now
E-commerce, we could become
the next growth area in tho coun­
try. Positive signs are already ap­
pearing.*

Sister Mary Reap. IHM. presi­
dent of Marywood University, be­
lieves the quality of life here
could combine with technology
and grow the area.

"As technology provides more.
freedom for selecting one's living
environment.*  she explained. *1
envision our community as on at­
tractive place for those seeking a
high quality of family-centered
life."

become the hub of the region's
community environmental activ­
ities.*  Dr. Boehm said. “Also.
Keystone will become a summer

' conference center and will us on-
* and off-campus activities to fur­

ther Integrate itself into the
Lackawanna and Wyoming Val­
leys."

Sister Reap sees Marywood
evolving “into a national univer­
sity. recognized for Its commit­
ment to excellence at every level
of education .. . Our commit­
ment to preparing leaders In
meeting human needs and our
excellent education in the arts
... will contribute significantly
to society’s needs in a technologi­
cal age.*

Father McShane said that the
University of Scranton faces a

major challenge os it opens new
student markets on both the
graduate and undergraduate lev­
els.

"The university's greatest op­
portunity Is provided by the
opening of Brennan Hall, the
home of the Kania Schoo) of Man­
agement," he said.

At Wilkes. Dr. Brelseth said,
"The greatest challenge Is to be­
come better known throughout
the Middle Atlantic region. The
greatest opportunity Is to work
actively with our regional higher
education and basic education
partners in forging alliances
with business to create a sophis­
ticated 21st century workforce
that can help the greater valley
region realize its economic and
cultural potential."

The Rev. Joseph McShane.
S J-. president of the University
of Scranton, hopes that the
knowledge-based economy envi­
sioned by the Great Valley Initia­
tive. will bring growth to this

"1 believe that If we were able
to pull together on this Initiative.
we will create an economy that
will convince our young people
to remain In the area, and that
will attract talented young
women and men from other parts
of the country to contribute to
the renaissance of Northeastern
Pennsylvania." ho said.,

In Wilkes-Barre. King's Col­
lege president, the Rev. Thomas
J. O'Hara. CSC. Ph.D„ agrees
that proper education and train­
ing Is particularly important tn
our high lech society.

"King’s has the opportunity to
cooperate with other educational
institutions tn our region to
work for regional development."
Father O'Hara said. “No doubt
we need to think and act on a re­
gional basis. We need to break
down barriers that keep us Iso­
lated from one another."

Edward G. Boehm Jr., presi­
dent of Keystone College, La Plu-
me/Factoryvllle. also stresses re­
gional cooperation. “Our future
will depend on tho success of our
new technological Initiatives that
combine our resources and ellrnl-
rule wasteful duplication," ho
said "In the world economy, our
• Ittes and towns are not fonnlda
bla ’/-mpetitors Through cooper-

wc Mil present consoli­
dated assets to rival any other
cuMitnuniiy "

< -.iltges will grow to meet (ha
region's needs

Mr Angell said he expects
I J' s enrcJJmaM r»te will ■ -.n

u gtvw and an enrollment
of oar J.'xXJ b expected by 2U10
i.CM construction Is expected to
accwsjucdatc this gtowih He
t-cl'J tin: school will Uccmv tho
de/curixx>mniunliy college fw the
'jica'-tt Scranton area

l^ok (or growth at Kt/siune,
too

Due io Imiaaamg enroll
1 Kc/uone expects lu «m

*"*'*  on extensha construction
rtt».allot! projects, which

'•cl cxpj.ibe on the ii.omd
11 uoodbnd campus. and



Larson
leaving
LCCC
The local college confirms the
president will leave, ending six
months of contract talks. No set
time is given for departure.
By MARK FITZHENRY 'T'

markf@leader.net
NANTICOKE — Jon Larson is on

his way out as Luzerne County
Community College president.

But it’s unclear when exactly he
will leave.

According to a statement re­
leased by LCCC on Wednesday,
Larson will remain in his $103,000-
a-year job “until a successor is
named or the Board (of Trustees)
releases him to accept another
post.”

The announcement ends six
months of contract negotiations.
Although neither side would detail
the sticking points, sources say Lar­
son turned down a three-year offer
Monday because he wanted more
control.

“This is an amicable agreement,
and I’m pleased and proud of the
conduct of everyone involved,” Lar­
son said Wednesday afternoon. “It
is sad. At the same time, it’s a day I
feel good. I’m pleased with what
I’ve done here.”

Larson has been viewed as an in­
novator and an autocrat for his
hands-on approach during his 2
1 /2year tenure.

LCCC’s press release pointed out

4'°°

See LARSON, Page 0A

INSIDE: Ahm institutions searchino foi
new bosses, ID.

mailto:markf@leader.net


Larson's LCCC career a stormy one
October 1997: Larson, vice president
of administration/dean ol instilulion.il
services at Frederick Community
College in Frederick, Md„ is named LCCC
president.

November 1997: The college fires
financial aid officer Joseph Demko for
alleged sexual harassment.^

January 1998: Larson reorganizes top
LCCC administrator posts. Four high-
level administrators - including at least
two deans - are named vice presidents.

October 1998: Larson is formally sworn
in as the fifth president of LCCC in the
college’s first inauguration ceremony.

June 1999: Timothy Hospodar, director
of institutional research, files a
complaint against LCCC with the state
Human Relations Commission alleging
age discrimination. Hospodar had
worked at the college since 1976,
researching future enrollment and the
community's educational needs.

July 1999: Susan Merkel, associate
dean of human resources, is reassigned
to a lesser administrative position two
weeks after filing an in-house discrimi­
nation complaint against Larson
alleging "improper conduct" and ethnic
and age discrimination. She files
another suit alleging retaliation after
her reassignment.

August 1999: Auditors find Larson's
college-related food and travel
expenses are over budget and underre­
ported. Larson hired the Albert 8.
Melone Co. to audit his records after an
investigation by the Times Leader
discovered Larson waited more than a
year to reimburse the college $1,122 for
expenses incurred by him and his wife.

November 1999: The state Department
of the Auditor General launches an
Investigation into Larson’s travel and
entertainment expenses. Trustees vote
to extend Larson's contract through
November 2001, but Larson doesn’t
accept the contract.

December 1999: LCCC faculty rejects a
contract proposal from Larson. The
teachers have been working without a
contract since August.

February 2000: Larson is a finalist for
the presidency at Suffolk County
Community College, a junior college
based in Selden, N.Y. He says he would
need greater control over the school's
budget and personnel if he were to stay
at LCCC.

March 2000: Larson awards select
LCCC administrators 2 to 4 percent
raises based on a new evaluation
process. Some administrators complain
the raises are based more on favoritism.

April 2000: Susan Merkel is placed on
paid administrative leave and escorted
from the LCCC campus. The college
does not say why. Officials have not
announced the result of a pre-termina-
tion hearing.

April 5,2000: Larson urges adminis­
trators to vote against a proposed
union. Administrators consider union­
izing after complaining about unfair
treatment from Larson.

April 9,2000: LCCC faculty passes a
vote of no-confidence in Larson
because he failed to meet the 10 goals
he established at the beginning of his
presidency, including increasing enroll­
ment and promoting work force values
and skills.

The audit also found that Larson had
spent almost $18,000 on travel, confer-

- Compiled by Kathe Kier

ences and meals, and almost $50,000
on activities such as college-related
parties at his house.

September 1999: Susan Merkel files a
third complaint against Larson alleging
discrimination.

October 1999: Larson receives a vote
of no confidence from the LCCC Educa­
tion Support Personnel, a union that
includes secretaries. Union offi­
cials accuse Larson of poor
management resulting in low
morale at the college. LCCC
teachers go on strike for one
day before Luzerne County
Judge Thomas f. Burke
Jr. orders them back
to work.

instilulion.il


LARSON
Continued from 1A

the college upgraded its technology,
added and updated programs,
worked well with area businesses
and established satellite campuses
centers in Wilkes-Barre and
Shamokin and will open another
center this fall in Hazleton.

“I have come to value Dr. Larson’s
energetic and change-oriented ap­
proach to higher education,” said
Christopher N. Breiseth, president
of Wilkes University. “Our Valley
needs to be open to new ways of man­
aging change. Jon Larson’s name will
be associated with that effort.”

However, his leadership came un­
der fire recently with the teachers
union and support staff giving Lar­
son no-confidence votes in the past
seven months. LCCC administra­
tors, concerned about job security
and pay inequities, are considering
forming a union. Some administra­
tors accused Larson of favoritism in
March when he awarded select 2 to
4 percent raises.

Several staff members on campus
declined to talk about Larson on the
record. Numerous students ex­
pressed apathy.

“He doesn’t have much of an ef­
fect on us,” said nursing student Sta­
cy Cochran.

Asked if people would remember
him as a good president, Larson
said, “I hope so.”

Board of Trustees Chairman Paul
Bedwick has formed a six-person
committee to determine how LCCC
will search for Larson’s replacement
Trustee Paula Conahan DeJoseph
will chair the committee, which also
includes Bedwick, Joseph Lombar­

do, Judith Ellis, Mahmoud Fahmy
and Brigid Murray O’Connor.

That committee will determine if
the search stays local or goes na­
tional, Bedwick said. Other than say­
ing the committee will try to meet
next week, Bedwick declined to con­
struct a timetable.

The last time LCCC searched for
a president, it took four months to
name Larson to replace the late Tom
Moran on Oct. 23,1997. Larson took
over Nov. 17, 1997, and is under
contract until Nov. 16 of this year.

Larson is one of five candidates to
be president at Ocean County Col­
lege in Toms River, N.J. That school
hopes to announce its choice by mid­
June and have the president work­
ing by July 1, said Bob Seymour,
Ocean County College’s vice presi­
dent of human resources.

All five Ocean County candidates,
who are or have been college presi­
dents, will interview this month,
Seymour said.

The LCCC trustees did not make it
clear what would happen if they did­
n’t find Larson’s replacement by Nov.
16, and Larson didn’t have a new job.

“The board would come up with
some alternative,” said the trustees’
solicitor, Joe Kluger.

The trustees have not discussed a
severance package if they found a
replacement before Larson left,
Kluger said.

Kluger said he met with Larson
on Wednesday morning, but only to
review press releases, not to contin­
ue contract negotiations.

In a prepared statement, the
trustees credited Larson for “an un­
precedented record of achievement
during his administration.”

Staff writer Ed Fletcher con­
tributed to this report.

Call Fltzhenry at 829-7218.
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53 million in federal funding
fuels transportation center plan
By SANJAY BHATT____________
' -vs Leader Staff Writer

WILKES-BARRE — The wheels
on a $17.3 million transportation
hub got rolling Tuesday after city
officials learned they could expect
S3 million in federal funds by the
end of September.

The possible infusion of funds
means that representatives from
the city, the Luzerne County
Transportation Authority and the
state Department of Transporta­
tion could meet with federal
transportation authorities about
design specifications as early as
next month, said Mayor Tom Mc-
Groarty.

The money would be used to
pay for designs for the Intermodal
Transportation Facility, property
acquisition and demolition, he
said. The proposed facility at
South Washington and East
Northampton streets would com­

bine taxi, bus, carpool and public
safety services and include up to
1.000 parking spaces. The project
also would Include 100 diagonal
parking spaces on Public Square.

“We thought we would start in
1998," McGroarty said. “I can’t
thank Sen. (Arlen) Specter
enough."

Specter. R-Phila., who was un­
available for comment, gave the
mayor the news Tuesday after­
noon. The $3 million was in­
cluded Tuesday in a federal trans­
portation appropriations bill for
fiscal year 1998. The bill must
still be passed by Congress and
signed by President Clinton. The
bill is expected to be passed by
the end of September.

"It is Sen. Specter's hope and
strong expectation the $3 million
that was included today will see
its way to the Wilkes-Barre area
for this important project," said
spokesman John Ullyot.
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Breisetlis to receive
Community Service Award
t-l. 4-ie-oo
The Distinguished Communi­

ty Service Award will be pre­
sented to Christopher N.
Breiseth, Ph.D., and .Jane M.

Breiseth by the
Anti-Defamation
League in recog­
nition of their
outstanding ser­
vice to the com­
munity. The
award will be pre­
sented at a dinner
at 6:15 p.m.
Wednesday, May
3, at the Wood­
lands Inn & Re­
sort, Plains
Township.

The Distin­
guished Commu­
nity Service

Award was established to pub­
licly acknowledge the contribu­
tion of men and women who, by
their inspired leadership, have
enriched community life and
strengthened the democratic
principles on which the United
States is founded.

In addition to serving as presi­
dent of Wilkes University,
Christopher Breiseth is a noted
historian. He is an expert on
Abraham Lincoln and Civil War
history. He holds the Distin­
guished Citizen Award from the
Boy Scouts of America, a Cita­
tion of Distinction from the In­
terfaith Council of Wyoming
Valley, and the Seligman J.
Strauss Lodge B’nai B’rith Com­
munity Service Award.

Jane Breiseth is president of
the Wyoming Valley Interfaith
Council. She has been a member
of the Family Services Associa­
tion Board, the Friends of Hos­
pice St. John Board, the Interre­
ligious Encounter Group, the
Luzerne County Women’s Con­
ference Panel, and has served on
several committees for the
Northeastern Pennsylvania Phil­
harmonic. Mrs. Breiseth has
been an active volunteer for the
Community Conservatory, Lead­
ership Wilkes-Barre, Girls
Scouts of America, Penns
Woods Council, Planned Parent­
hood, Wyoming Historical <&
Geological Society ami tile
Wilkes-Barre Area School Dis­
trict.

Tile public is invited to the

Christopher
Breiseth

Jane Breiseth
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Wilkes homecoming to include Breiseth tribute
lution.

Also on Oct. 6, Olives Mediterranean Restau­
rant on Courthouse Square will host all alumni
from 8 to 10 p.m. for hors d’oeuvres and the
acoustic sounds of Electric Farm, set to perform

■ at 10 p.m.

Among the’festivities planned for Wilkes
University’s Homecoming Weekend 2000, Oct. 6
to 8, is a tribute to President Christopher N.
Breiseth at this, his last homecoming.

Alumni and friends will gather at the newly
created Colonel’s Corner at Ralston Field on
Oct. 7, from 10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., to honor
Breiseth for his 16-plus years of leadership.

Earlier this year, Breiseth announced his
plans to retire at the end of this academic year.

Sponsored by the alumni association and
athletic department, the celebration will
include games, music, food, and a free ticket to
a Comedy Special, featuring alumnus Dave
Russo at the Woodlands Inn and Resort from 7
to 8 p.m. Saturday.

Russo, Wilkes Class of 1993, won the 2000
Boston Comedy Festival and was named
“Boston’s Best Comedian.”

The annual golf tournament at Irem Temple
Country Club on Oct. 6 will officially kick off
Homecoming Weekend festivities.

Graduates of the Last Decade, or G.O.L.D.
alumni, are invited to attend a “Party at the

On Oct. 7, at noon, the Lady Colonels tennis
team takes on the Lycoming Warriors at Ral­
ston Field. The football team will take the field
against the Delaware Valley Aggies at 1 p.m. At
4 p.m., both the Lady Colonels soccer and field
hockey teams will try to outscore the William
Paterson Pioneers and the Aggies, respectively.

The Fifth Quarter moves to the Woodlands
this year. Graduates can take the festivities
into overtime from 5 to 7 p.m. in the Executive
Lounge. Drink specials and complimentary hors
d’oeuvres will be available.

The Wilkes community will welcome back
the Bucknell University Junior College U.S. Air
Force cadets for its millennium reunion brunch
on Oct. 8, beginning at noon at Best Western
Genetti Hotel and Convention Center, East
Market Street, Wilkes-Barre.

Woodlands” that night. A cover charge will
include a happy hour event from 5:30 to 8:30
p.m. and entrance into the new dance club, Evo-

For more information on homecoming events,
contact the Wilkes Alumni Relations Office at
408-4130.

STANDARD-SPEAKER
HAZLETON, PA
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Mark Van Putten, left, president and CEO, National Wildlife Kathy Orr/Citizens' Voice
Federation, receives an award from former Lt. Gov. William Scranton

Preserve watershed, Wildlife Federation chief urges
By Tom Venesky
Citizens' Voice Staff Writer

Watershed preservation and
wise land use were the overlying
themes of the Pennsylvania Envi­
ronmental Council’s 10th annual
Evening for Northeastern Penn­
sylvania’s Environment held
Wednesday night at the Woodlands
Inn and Resort, Plains Township.

Mark Van Putten, president and
CEO of the National Wildlife Fed­
eration, was keynote speaker. He
stressed how important Pennsyl­
vania has been in conservation
efforts on a national scale and he
spoke highly of the numerous local
conservation groups.

Van Putten said Pennsylvania
has contributed many leaders in
the conservation movement, such
as Gifford Pinchot and Rachel
Carson. Chip Brown and Mary
Harris are two Pennsylvania resi­
dents who serve on the NWF board
of directors.

Van Putten alluded to the efforts
of local conservation groups and
said in order for them to be suc­
cessful, they have to combine pas­
sion and knowledge.

"The passion of the people who
believe their place is special.
There has to be a Jove for the envi­
ronment intertwined with the com­
munity,” he said "You are the kind 

of people that have that passion."
Van Putten said that passion

has to be combined with scientific
knowledge in order to properly
manage our natural resources.

The third factor he said was cru­
cial to successful conservation, a
commitment to coalitions. He said
environmental groups might find
allies where they least expect them.

“A diverse coalition is impor­
tant. They need to be formed
among outdoor enthusiasts and
those who care about -livable and
healthy economies,” he explained,
adding that Northeastern Pennsyl­
vania had all three components.

Van Putten stressed that in
order for healthy communities to
exist, a healthy natural community
needs to be maintained. He added
that the challenges facing the area
are enormous, such as urban
sprawl and the overall wasteful
use of land, but said that water­
shed preservation is a critical first
step and spoke highly of the con­
servation efforts of groups such as
Defend Our Watershed, which he
called a “vibrant movement.”

“H’s one of the major challenges
where there is some of the most
passionate and energetic commit­
ments,” he said. “The importance
of natural watersheds is critical. No
treatment technique will ever be
good enough to provide the treat­

ment that natural watersheds can.”
Van Putten stressed that water­

shed protection was important not
only to the current residents but
for people coming into the area
who will contribute to a healthy
economy. “Quality of life is critical
to the economic future of this
area,” he said.

“I am impressed by your pas­
sion, knowledge and commitment.
You have all of those attributes
here," added Van Putten. “Put it
to work and find that balance
between people and wildlife in
Northeastern Pennsylvania.”

After Van Putten’s remarks, the
Environmental Partnership
Awards were handed out to the fol­
lowing award winners: Bruno B.
Najaka; Lillian Theophanis, dis­
trict manager of the Susquehanna
County Conservation District;
Lynn Conrad, executive director of
the Rail Trail Council of NEPA;
the Nanticoke Conservation Club;
Donna Palermo, vice president of
operations for the Greater Hazleton
Chamber of Commerce, and Dome
White, president of the Bowman’s
Creek Watershed Association.

Two special Environmental Part­
nership Awards were given out to
Dr. Christopher Breiseth, president
of Wilkes University, and Howard
Grossman, executive director of
Economic Development Council.

C
itizens' Voice, W

ilkes-H
orre, ho._______Thursday, Septem

ber 28, 2000



1-
L cf-

COMMUNITY KUDOS
Christopher Brelseth, Ph.D.,
president of Wilkes University,
was honored at College Misericor-
dla's Academic Convocation on
Aug. 25. Brelseth received a
doctor of humane letters degree
at the ceremony in recognition of
his contributions to higher educa­
tion and the community. During
Breiseth's tenure, Wilkes was
designated as a university and
became actively involved in
collaborations with other colleges
in the area, including a consor­
tium with College Misericordia
and King's College. He recently
announced that he will retire next
year after 17 years as president of
Wilkes. Breiseth has been honored
by other organizations including
the Boy Scouts of America, the
Interfaith Council of Wyoming
Valley, B'nai B'rith, and the Anti­
Defamation League. He helped
establish the Earth Conservancy,
and serves as the chairman of its
Board of Directors. He is also a life
member of the Osterhout Free
Library Board of Directors. Guest
speaker at the Convocation was
Sister Marie Chin, RSM, president
of the Institute of the Sisters of
Mercy of the Americas. She also
received an honorary doctorate.
The Fall Academic Convocation is
a traditional opening ceremony
and the introduction of the
freshman class into the academic
community of the college.



HONOREES — Joseph Birk, 10, of Cub
Scout Pack 55 in Wilkes-Barre, gets an

s-tograph from former Pittsburgh Steelers
quarterback Terry Bradshaw, above,

Tuesday at Genetti's Hotel and
Convention Center in Wilkes-Barre.

Bradshaw, a member of the National
Football League Hall of Fame, was in
town for the 1992 Friends of Scouting

C nner for the Northeastern Pennsylvania
Council of the Boy Scouts of America. At

right is Wilkes University President
Christopher Breiseth. who received the

scouts' ’Distinguished Citizen Award.’

TIMES LEADER/DON CAREY

A good scout
Area council honors the president of Wilkes
□ '■‘■'tikes University
president Christopher N.
Breiseth is honored with the
1W2 Distinguished Citizen
Award' by the Northeastern
Pennsylvania Council of the
Boy Scouts of A inerica
E, .:M KERSTETTER

• • <•/. A misadventure
■. ’. : la Inland off the coast
■ f-j.a young Buy Scout

.' t '.o<- -.rf the brf.t adventures of
■■.!' |j/r

-isr’ji. the preaident of Wilkes
'*jxd  this year's recipient of
u.i- Northeastern Pennsylvania
cli of the EJoy Scouts of America's
' bisung  -Jibed Citizen Award,” re­
called fils daring deeds as a Los Angr-
.rt> south cast into the wild of the off-
.• Lorr island.

"J have to confess that at the out­
set. 1 was unprepared." Breiseth told a
< rowd of about 1.000 people gathered
for the 1992 Friends ol Scouting Din­

ner at Genetti’s Hotel and Convention
Center in Wilkes-Barre.

He and a friend, attending a scout
camp on the island, wanted to get to a
dance at a Girl Scout camp on the
other side of the island.

Unfortunately, they missed their
ride, and had to hoof it to the dance in
the dark and without a flashlight, a
harrowing hike through wild country.

They made It to the dance, after an
encounter with a wild boar along the
way, but fell asleep after only two
dances because they were so ex­
hausted from their Journey. Breiseth
said.

It was one of the best experiences of
Brelscth’s life. It was the kind of char­
acter-building experience common to
scouting that today's children need If
they are to grow Into responsible and
mature adults, he said.

Principal speaker at the dinner was
former Pittsburgh Steeler quarterback
Terry Bradshaw.

"I he very best adults have to offer
must be Invested In the children," Bre­
iseth said.

Growing up In today's age of drug
abuse, broken families, and nurturing

In front of a television set is no easy
task for children, he said. Parents
have to prepare them for a harsh
world where sex education can mean
the difference between life and death
in the face of AIDS.

“We have to start this education
earlier and earlier because we have
found the successful teaching of those
tools Is a matter of life and death,"
Breiseth said.

And scouting should play an impor­
tant role in that education and prepa­
ration for adulthood, he said.

“It’s a crucial Investment In the fu­
ture of children and societyhe said.

Frank M. Henry, president of Frank
Martz Coach Co. and Price Bus Co..
Scranton, introduced Breiseth as a
man who has given much and will
continue to give much to the commu­
nity.

“Citizenship Is a pyramid of three
sides — leadership, commitment, and
caring, with Its foundation being char­
acter. Chris Breiseth Is a winner in all
four categories."

“lie Is a true friend," Henry said. “A
true friend to the valley, and a true
trlend to all who know him."



Wilkes president published in journal
“Lincoln and Frederick Dou­

glass: Another Debate,” by
Christopher N. Breiseth, Wilkes
University president and histo­
rian, has been published in “For
a Vast Future Also,” a collection
of essays from the Journal of the
Abraham Lincoln Association
edited by Thomas F. Schwartz.

In the volume, Breiseth joins
the company of 13 of the world’s 

most accomplished scholars in
the field of Lincoln study. The
volume of essays provides com­
pact, detailed treatments of dif­
ferent facets of three general
themes: Part I, Lincoln and the
Problems of Emancipation; Part
n, Lincoln and Presidential Pol­
itics; Part IB, The Lincoln Lega­
cy.

According to Schwartz, much
of what historians use to dis­
cern Lincoln’s views on race are
derived from his actions or in­
actions as president. In his es­
say, Breiseth poses the question
“How did Lincoln’s views and
actions on black freedom com­

pare to those espoused by the
former slave and the abolition­
ist editor Frederick Douglass?”

Earlier this year, Breiseth was
selected to join the company of
some of America’s most influ­
ential citizens to contribute re­
marks for “A Presidential Por­
trait.” The literary tribute to
Lincoln was published in the
Illinois Humanities

Breiseth was quoted, along
with First Lady Barbara Bush,
George W. Bush, governor, for­
mer president Gerald R. Ford,
Jesse L. Jackson Jr., congress­
man, journalist Dan Rather and
historian Charles B. Strozier.
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The Distinguished Community
Sen-ice Award will be presented to
Dr. Christopher Breiseth and Jane
M. Breiseth by the Anti-Defama­
tion League at a dinner to be held
at the Woodlands on Wednesday,
Ma}- 3 at 6:15 pan., in recognition
of their service to the community.

The Distinguished Community
Service Award was established to
publicly acknowledge the contribu­
tion of men and women who, by their
inspired leadership, have enriched
community life and strengthened the
democratic principles.

In addition to serving as presi­
dent of Wilkes University, Dr.
Breiseth a titled historian hold­
ing a baccalaureate degree in his-
:?ry which was awarded with the
highest honors from the Universi­
ty of California in Los Angeles.

Dr. Breiseth also holds a B. Litt.
egree in Modem British History 

Barre and have three children,
Abigail, Erica and Lydia.

Mrs. Connie'Roth is chairperson
of the dinner committee. Other
members of the committee are
Esther Davidowitz, Shirley Fortin­
sky, Nancy Freedman, Lisie
Gottdenker, Dr. David Greenwald,
Carol Greenwald, Beverly Hiscox,
Harry Hiscox, Melanie Lumia, Dr.
Michael J. Lennon, Ruth Melberg-
er, Paul J. O’Hop, Heidi Roth,
Marino Santarelli, Paul Strunk and
Marjorie Ufberg.

The public is invited.

from Oxford University and a
Ph.D. in Modern European Intel- Dr. Christopher and Jane Breiseth to be honored May 3
_ -.._i. Hmtorj from Cornell Uni­
versity. He is a much sought-after*
expert on Abraham Lincoln and
Civil War history.

Dr. Breiseth has already
received an Honorary Doctorate of
Public Service from Luzerne
County Community College, the
Distinguished Citizen Award from
Buy Scouts of America, a Citation

of Distinction from the Interfaith
Council of Wyoming Valley, and
the Seligman J. Strauss Lodge
B’Nai B’Rith Community Service
Award for devotion to promoting
the highest interests of humanity.

Jane M. Breiseth earned a
Bachelor of Arts degree in Com­
parative Literature and a Masters
of Education Degree. She is presi­

dent of the Wyoming Valley Inter­
faith Council. She has been a
member of the Family Services
Association Board, the Friends of
Hospice St. John Board, the Inter­
religious Encounter Group, the
Luzerne County Women’s Confer­
ence Panel, and has served on sev­
eral committees for the
Northeastern Pennsylvania Phil­

harmonic.
Mrs. Breiseth has been an active

volunteer for the Community Con­
servatory, Leadership Wilkes-
Barre, Penns Woods Council, Girls
Scouts of America, Planned Par­
enthood, Wyoming Historical and
Geological Society and the Wilkes-
Barre Area School District.

The Breiseths reside in Wilkes-
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Breiseths to be honored Wednesday
Christopher Breiseth, Ph.D., and Jane M. Breiseth will receive the Distin­
guished Community Service Award from the Anti-Defamation League at
a dinner at 6:15 p.m. Wednesday at the Woodlands Inn & Resort, Plains
Township. The award is given to recognize individuals whose public
service has enriched community life and strengthened democratic prac­
tices. Dr. Breiseth is president of Wilkes University. Jane Breiseth is pres­
ident of the Wyoming Valley Interfaith Council. Both have devoted many
hours to public service in northeastern Pennsylvania and exemplify
those gualities which the Anti-Defamation League honors. Reservations
may be made by contacting the Jewish Community Center at 824-4646.
At a planning session are, from left: J. Michael Lennon, Ph.D., invitations;
Carol Greenwald, dinner arrangements, Heidi Roth, door: Marjorie
Ufberg, seating arrangements, -r , S'- 1-00
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Dr. Christopher Breiseth
Dr. Christopher Breiseth, president of Wilkes

University, announced last week that he will
retire next summer, ending the second longest
tenure in the school’s history.

Dr. Breiseth, who has been president of the
school for 16 years, made the announcement
last week at Wilkes’ Dorothy Dickson Darte
Center.

“In many ways, the best years of my life have
been those at Wilkes,” Dr. Breiseth said in a
prepared statement. “I am immensely proud of
what we have accomplished together — the
trustees, faculty, staff, students, alumni, and
many friends of the university.”

University officials expressed appreciation
for Breiseth’s years of service.

“It is with a feeling of deep gratitude for all
that he has accomplished for Wilkes University
that I accept Dr. Breiseth’s decision to. retire,”
said Gerald Moffat, chairman of Wilkes board !
of trustees. “His tenure has been one of dra­
matic development and growth in the life of this
institution.”

Dr. Breiseth’s retirement will become effec- ]
tive July 1, 2000, leaving the University more I
than one year to mount a search for a suitable
replacement.



Schools Must Rise
To the Challenge

BY RICH MATES
THE SUNDAY TIMES

When Northeastern Pennsyl­
vania was supplying the industri­
alized world with coal, garments
and cigars, employers needed
workers able to perform physical
work. But those industries are
largely gone, replaced by service,
communications and dot-com
companies.

Brains, not brawn, are the
keys to success in the modern
world.

“I believe that all the ingredi­
ents are present for a great resur­
gence in Scranton and Northeast­
ern Pennsylvania,” said John R.
Williams, Ed.D., superintendent
of the Scranton School District.
“The area’s basic and higher in­
stitutions must institute a coordi­
nated effort to ensure that the
area’s young people are properly
trained and prepared to take ad­
vantage of these opportunities.”

“With effective education/bu-
siness partnerships and truly re­
gional economic development,
we will become known through­
out the metropolitan Northeast
and Middle Atlantic regions for
our high quality labor force, fam­
ily-oriented communities and
outstanding schools and col­
leges,” said Christopher N. Brei-
seth, president, Ph.D., Wilkes
University. "... if we work to
make this area responsive to the
needs and interests of young peo­
ple so they will want to stay and
attract others here to pursue life­
long opportunities.

Raymond S. Angeli, president
of Lackawanna Junior College,
said the work force, must be
trained for the future needs of
the area.

“Scranton is on the verge of

Please see SCHOOLS, Page V9
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becoming a hub for what Is being
termed ‘the knowledge econ­
omy,' ' he said "If wo can oiler a
well-trained, technically profi­
cient, quality workforce to moot
the growing demands of the new
E-commoivc, wo could become
the next growth area in the coun­
try. Positive signs arc already ap
pearing.”

Sister Mary Reap, 1HM. presi­
dent of Marywood University, be­
lieves the quality of life hero
could combine with technology
and grow the area.

"As technology provides more
freedom for selecting one’s living
environment,” she explained, “I
envision our community as an at­
tractive place for those seeking a
high quality of family-centered

The Rev. Joseph McShane,
S.J.. president of the University
of Scranton, hopes that the
knowledge-based economy envi­
sioned by the Great Valley initia­
tive, will bring growth to this
area.

“I believe that if we were able
to pull together on this initiative,
we will create an economy that
will convince our young people
to remain in the area, and that
will attract talented young
women and men from other parts
of the country to contribute to
the renaissance of Northeastern
Pennsylvania," he said.

In Wilkes-Barre, King’s Col­
lege president, the Rev. Thomas
J. O’Hara, CSC, Ph.D., agrees
that proper education and train­
ing is particularly important in
our high tech society.

"King’s has the opportunity to
cooperate with other educational
institutions in our region to
work for regional development,"
Father O’Hara said. "No doubt
we need to think and act on a re­
gional basis. We need to break
down barriers that keep us iso­
lated from one another.”

Edward G. Boehm Jr., presi­
dent of Keystone College, La Plu-
me/Factoryville, also stresses re­
gional cooperation. "Our future
will depend on the success of our
new technological initiatives that
combine our resources and elimi­
nate wasteful duplication," he
said. "In the world economy, our
cities and towns are not formida­
ble competitors. Through cooper­
ation, we can present consoli­
dated assets to rival any other
community."

Colleges will grow to meet the
region’s needs.

Mr. Angell taid he expects
LJC’s enrollment rate will con­
tinue to grow and an enrollment
of over 3///J is expected by 2010.
New construction is expected to
accommodate this growth. He
taid the school will become the
df/mrocommunlty college for the
Greater Scranton area,

Look for growth at Keystone,
too.

“Due to increasing enroll­
ment, Keystone expects to em­
bark on extensive construction
and j enovation projects, which
will capitalize on the resource
that is its woodland campus, and

become the hub of the reg Ion's
community environmental activ­
ities," Dr. Boehm said. "Also,
Keystone will become a summer
conference center and will us on
and olT-campus activities to Bir­
ther Integrate Itself Into the
Lackawanna and Wyoming Val­
leys."

Sister Reap sees Marywood
evolving "Into a national univer­
sity, recognized for its commit­
ment to excellence at every level
of education ... Our commit­
ment to preparing leaders in
meeting human needs and our
excellent education in the arts
... will contribute significantly
to society’s needs in a technologi­
cal age."

Father McShane said that the
University of Scranton faces a

major challenge ns It opens new
student markets on both the
graduate and undergraduate lev­
els.

"The university's greatest op­
portunity Is provided by the
opening of Brennan Hall, the
homo of the Kania School of Man­
agement," ho said.

At Wilkes, Dr. Brelseth said,
"The greatest challenge Is to be­
come better known throughout
the Middle Atlantic region. The
greatest opportunity Is to work
actively with our regional higher
education and basic education
partners In forging alliances
with business to create a sophis­
ticated 21st century workforce
that can help the greater valley
region realize its economic and
cultural potential."



Anti-Defamation League to honor Breiseths <2,17. 7-/B~do
Distinguished Community Service Award will be

presented to Dr. Christopher Breiseth and Jane M.
Breiseth by the Anti-Defamation League at a dinner
at the Woodlands on Wednesday, May 3, at 6:15 p.m.
The award is given to recognize individuals whose
public service has enriched community life and
strengthened democratic practices. Dr. Breiseth is
president of Wilkes University. Jane Breiseth is pres­
ident of the Wyoming Valley Interfaith Council. Dr.

Christopher and Jane Breiseth have both devoted
countless hours to public service in Northeastern
Pennsylvania and exemplify those qualities which the
Anti-Defamation League honors. The community is
invited to the dinner. Reservations may be made by
contacting the Jewish Community Center at 824-4646.

From the left are, Attorney Joseph J. Savitz,
Esther Davidowitz, co-chairman; Connie Roth, invi­
tations; Ruth Melberger, seating arrangements.
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YOUR OPINION

Friends Promote Peace
Editor: One of the men stand­

ing beside Pope John Paul II dur­
ing his recent historic visit to
Yad Vashem, the memorial in Je­
rusalem to the Jewish victims of
the Holocaust, has ties to North­
eastern Pennsylvania.

Jerzy Kluger, a boyhood
friend of Karol Wotyla in Wado-
wice, Poland, was awarded an
honorary doctorate of humane
letters from Wilkes University in
1998. Through our common good
friend, Joseph D’Andrea of Dun­
more, we were able to bring engi­
neer Kluger to Northeastern
Pennsylvania for a memorable
week of ecumenical activities,
highlighted by a special convoca­
tion in the presence of 800 people
representing a broad range of re­
ligious faiths.

At the ceremony, we honored
Dr. Kluger’s efforts in helping
Pope John Paul II strengthen re­
lations between Catholics and
Jews, including the establish­
ment of formal diplomatic rela­
tions between the Vatican and Is­
rael. The holy father sent his
special blessings.

The unique relationship be­
tween these two friends has been
fundamental to the pope’s efforts
to help heal the terrible wounds
from World War II, including the
carnage of the Auschwitz concen­
tration camp, where Dr. Kluger’s
sister, mother and grandmother
were killed. The influence of Dr.
Kluger’s friendship was revealed
in the 1998 book, “The Hidden
Pope," by Darcy O’Brien.

Like many of those who met
Dr. Kluger when he came to our
area, I felt that I was part of the
extraordinarily historic moment
in Jerusalem when I saw on tele­
vision Popo John Paul 11 put his
hand on Jerzy Kluger’s shoulders
as he greeted his childhood
friend from Wadowico,

CHRISTOPHER N. BREISETH
President, Wilkes University



[.cadetship Wilkes-Barre

Luzerne County Coordinating Council, PSEA
honors Junior Leadership Wilkes-Barre participants

Students from Luzerne County public schools who
participated in Junior Leadership Wilkes-Barre were
honored at a dinner sponsored by the Luzerne Coun­
ty Coordinating Council of Northeastern Region
PSEA. Teachers from nine area school districts rec­
ognized the contribution students made to the com­
munity and the esteem they brought to their schools
through their participation in the program.

According to Ed Pashinski, president of the
Luzerne County coordinating council, “We are proud
of these young people. They have given of their time
and talents to work with mentor teachers and com­
munity leaders to help the community." The goals of
the Junior Leadership Wilkes-Barre Program are to
foster students’ interest in volunteer community
service, encourage students to recognize their own
potential and to develop their leadership skills, and
to provide opportunities for a diverse group of stu­
dents to interact with one another and with commu­
nity leaders and decision makers. The 10-month long
program uses a series of seminars to provide stu­
dents the opportunity to work with adult leaders
from the community. The Pennsylvania State Edu­
cation Association has been a prime sponsor of the
Junior Leadership Program since its inception in the
1937 - 1988 school year.

Guests at the awards dinner included parents of
the students, Kim Koehl, executive director Leader-
'.hip Wilkes Barre, and Beth Rosenthal of Junior
Leadership Wilkes-Barre. Dr. Christopher Breiseth,
president of Wilkes University, was guest speaker.
In addition, the Luzerne County Coordinating Coun-
' .1 honored Breiseth for his contributions to the field
of education and his leadership in the education
community of the Wyoming Valley.

Local education associations participating in the
event include Crestwood, Dallas, Greater Nanticoke
Area, Hanover Area, Lake Lehman, Northwest
Area, Wilkes Harn-. Area, Wyoming Area and
Wyoming Valley West. Luzerne Intermediate Unit
18, West Side Vo-Tech Education Association and
Wilkes Barre Vo-Tech Education Association also
provide support for the project.

The Luzerne County Coordinating Council donated
11,500 to Junior b adership Wilkes Barre, a non
profit program. "We’re very pleased to make this
contribution because we support the mission of
Junior Leadership Wilkes-Barre and the outstanding
opportunities it provides lor the young people of this
community,'’ said Pashinski. This donation brings

PSEA’s total contribution throughout the years to
more than $26, 500. According to Pashinski, “We are
pleased to be part of programs like Junior Leader­
ship in partnership with community leaders because
they send a clear message to students that they are
an important and valuable part of the community.”

Walter Glogowski, the PSEA Northeastern Region
field director coordinates the event. He has been on
the Leadership Wilkes-Barre Board of Directors, the
Junior Leadership Wilkes-Barre Board of Directors
and has been president of the Junior Leadership
Alumni Association. “I whole-heartedly support this
program and encourage both teachers and students
to be actively involved in it,” Glogowski said.

Seated, from the left are, Steve Harmanos, vice-
president Luzerne County Coordinating Council
PSEA; Kim Koehl, executive director Leadership
Wilkes-Barre; William Wagner, treasurer Luzerne
County Coordinating Council PSEA; Walter Glo­
gowski, PSEA Northeastern Region Field director.
Second row, Brad Sutliff, Northwest Area School
District; Thelred Gagliardi, Wilkes-Barre Area
School District; Ashley Jacopetti, Greater Nanticoke
Area School District; Dana Woronoicz, Wilkes-Barre
Area School District; Jennifer Raub, Dallas School
District; Katie Britt, Lake Lehman School District;
Janelle Weinstock, Wyoming Valley West School
District; Elizabeth Eby, Dallas School District; Lau­
ra Simon, Wyoming Valley West School District.
Third row, Brian Thomas, Greater Nanticoke Area
School District: Suzanne Mattern, Wilkes-Barre
Area School District; Barry Snyder, Wilkes-Barre
Area School District, Jennifer Sawicki, Crestwood
School District; Ryan Morgan, Dallas School Dis­
trict; Brian Tracy, Wilkes-Barre Area School Dis­
trict; Michael Breza, Wyoming Area School
District; Jill Sands, Lake Lehman School District;
Jessica Fields, Dallas School District; Erica Hardi­
man, Northwest Area School District; Charbi Ann
Webby, Crestwood School District; Gina Volpicelli,
Hanover Area School District, Kristina Baron,
Wilkes Barre Area School District; Ed Pashinski,
president Luzerne County Coordinating Council
PSEA. Fourth row, Collin Evans, Greater Nanticoke
Area School District; Ering Conway, Crestwood
School District; Janel Janicek, Lake Lehman School
District; Irene McKenna, Hanover Area School Dis­
trict; Caelie McCormick, Wilkes-Barre Area School
District; Neil Grimes, Wilkes-Barre Area School
District.



C / S-Jl^OOB’nai B’rith honors Shovals
B’nai B’rith Seligman J. Strauss Lodge 139, Wilkes-

Barre, held its 56th annual Lincoln Day dinner
Wednesday night at the Woodlands Inn and Resort,
Plains Township, presenting Judd and Susan Shoval
with its Community Service Award.

The award is presented each year to an outstand­
ing citizen who, through leadership and dedication,
has made a valuable contribution to the fabric of
community life in Northeastern Pennsylvania.

The Shovals, who reside in Mountaintop, have start­
ed a number of successful local companies, providing
jobs, as well as services and products, throughout the
region. Additionally, employees of the Shovals have
donated more than 30 tons of food to the United Way
Christmas in July campaign over the last 10 years.

They founded GUARD Insurance Group, which spe­

cializes in workers compensation coverage.
Susan currently serves as president, chief operat­

ing officer, and a director of GUARD. She has been
involved with United Way for many years, serving as
a board members and treasurer. Mrs. Shoval also has
served as a board member for Wilkes-Barre Jewish
Community Center and is a board member of Temple
B’nai B’rith.

Judd is a chairperson, chief executive officer and a
director of GUARD, as well as a co-owner and founder
of Associated Risk Managers International. He has
served on King’s College board of trustees and the
school’s investment committee. From the left are,
Judd Shoval; Sandy Baltimore, president, B’nai B’rith
Lodge 139; Dr. Christopher Breiseth, president, Wilkes
University, award presenter; and Susan Shoval.
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known throughout the Middle
Atlantic region. The greatest
opportunity is to work ac­
tively with our regional higher
education and basic educa­
tion partners In forging alli­
ances with business to
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century workforce that can
help the greater valley region
realize its economic and cul­
tural potential.
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sam bass, dean of teaching and learn-
ing at Nicolet Area Technical College, to 1
president of Coffeyville Community
College.

darlene benton, assistant dean of
instruction at Genesee Community Col­
lege, has resigned.

Walter b. bernstein, dean of the
school of professional studies at West­
ern Connecticut State U., to vice presi­
dent for student affairs.

steve bolander, chairman of man­
agement at Colorado State U., to dean of
the business school at U. of New Hamp­
shire, effective July 1./;

Christopher N. breiseth, president
of Wilkes U., has announced his retire­
ment, effective July 1,2001.
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Anti Defamation League honors Breiseths
The Anti-Defamation League presented its Distinguished Community
Service Award to Christopher Breiseth, Ph.D., and Jane Breiseth on May 3.
Eugene Roth, Esq., presented the award at the League's dinner at the
Woodlands Inn & Resort, Plains Township. The Breiseths were cited for
their public service in northeastern Pennsylvania. Mrs. Breiseth is the pres­
ident of the Wyoming Valley Interfaith Council. Mr. Breiseth is president of
Wilkes University and also serves as chairman of the Board of Directors of
the Earth Conservancy. Connie Roth and Joseph Savitz, Esq., were co-
chairpersons of the affair. Rabbi Larry Kaplan, Temple Israel, gave the
invocation, and the Rev. Dr. Robert Zanicky, pastor, First Presbyterian
Church of Wilkes-Barre, gave the benediction. Barry Morrison, regional •
director of the Anti-Defamation League, gave a report. Joseph J. Savitz,
Esq., served as master of ceremonies, and Corby Swan, Wilkes University,
sang "The Star-Spangled Banner." From left: the Breiseths, Roth and
Savitz.

1
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Area College Presidents Gather
For Conference at LJC Campus

FWFF
Lackawanna Junior College was the site of a recent gathering of presidents of area colleges and
universities and their representatives.

LEFT: Attending the college presidents’ gathering at UC, from left, Sister Mary Reap, IHM,
Marywood University; Thomas Krouse, Johnson Technical Institute; Christopher Brelseth, Wilkes
University; Mary Hines, Penn State University, Wilkes-Barre Campus; and Michael MacDowell,
College Miserlcordla.

BELOW LEFT: Ray Angell, president of Lackawanna Junior College, left, chats briefly with the
Rev. Thomas O’Hara, president of King’s College, and James Gallagher, president of Penn State
University, Worthington Scranton Campus.

BELOW RIGHT: Mr. Angell, second from left, makes a point while conversing with, from left, John
Madden, president of Penn State University, Hazleton Campus; James McAndrew, associate dean
of Luzerne County Community College; and the Rev. Joseph M. McShane, president of the Univer­
sity of Scranton.

J
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Breiseth announces retirement from Wilkes
Dr. Christopher Breiseth set to retire
beginning July 2001 after 17 years
as Wilkes University president

SUBMITTED FOR
THE REVIEW

STWJtWlSl

WILKES-BARRE. Pa. — Dr.
Christopher N. Breiseth has
announced that he - .11 retire -as
president of Will.es University in
2901 after 17 years, the second-
longest presidential term in the
institution's history.

"In many ways, the best years of
my life have been those at Wilkes."
said Breiseth “I am immensely
proud of what we hate accom­

plished together — the trustees.
faculty, staff, students, alumni and
many friends of the university.

“I have been weighing this deci­
sion for the past few years and have
decided the liming is right for the
university to begin the process of
selecting its next leader," he added.

Breiseth's retirement will be
effective July 1,2001. three months
shy of his 65th birthday and pend­
ing appointment of his successor.

"Like my colleagues. Father
Alan Panuska at the University of
Scranton arid Father James

Lackenmier at King's College. I
have chosen to announce my inten­
tion to retire more than a full year
prior to the effective date to ensure
orderly transition.” added Breiseth.

The fourth president of Wilkes
University. Breiseth. 63. is second
only to founding President Eugene
S. Farley in years leading the insti­
tution. During Breiseth's tenure.
Wilkes has experienced unprece­
dented growth in its fund raising.
programmatic and campus devel­
opment initiatives. He led the insti­
tution to its 1989 designation as a
university by the Pennsylvania
Board of Education, a recognition
of the breadth of Wilkes’s pro­
grams and currucula at the under­
graduate and graduate level.

Since Breiseth was named pres­
ident in 1984. Wilkes’ endowment
has grown from $.3 million to more
than $25 million, advanced by the
successful completion in 1992 of
the $25 million Wilkes Tomorrow
capital campaign. The university's
current Endow the Future cam­
paign is on target to conclude next
year, with more than $23 million
pledged toward its $30 million 

goal, which combines capital pro­
jects. endowment and special pro­
grams operation goals. During his
final year as president, he plans to
help the university reach or exceed
the goal.

As part of the Endow the Future
campaign. Breiseth secured the
largest one-time gift in school his­
tory — $3 million from Mrs.
Geraldine Nesbitt Orr to establish
the Nesbitt School of Pharmacy at
Wilkes University in honor of her
late husband.

Under Breiseth’s leadership, the
Wilkes campus has been trans­
formed into a cohesive academic
environment, with several build­
ings constructed or remodeled for
student residence, study and recre­
ation. A campus improvement plan
launched in 1993 led to the con­
struction of the South Franklin
Street Classroom/Office Building
(1995) and the Student Union
Building, which opened in
September 1999. Other improve­
ments that have significantly
impacted campus life include the
construction of the Burns Alumni
Belltower and Carillion (1987) and 

the Arnaud C. Marts Sports and
Conference Center (1989): exten­
sive renovations to the Munson
Fieldhouse and Ralston Field
Complex (1993): with the help of
the Kirby family, the $1 million
remodeling and restoration of
Kirby Hall (1999); and the acquisi­
tion and refurbishment of the Allan
f. Kirby Center for Free Enterprise
and Entrepreneurship (1993).
Passan Hall for student services
(1993) and Pearsall Hall for
Nursing (1995).

Curricular enhancements
include the 1994 creation of the
School of Pharmacy, which will
graduate its first class of doctors of
pharmacy on May 20. 2000. In
addition, Wilkes has continually
enriched its liberal arts curriculum
and professional programs.

“It is with a feeling of deep grat­
itude for all that he has accom­
plished for Wilkes University that I
accept Dr. Breiseth’s decision to
retire," said Gerais Moffatt, chair­
man of the Wilkes University
Board of Trustees. “His tenure has
been one of dramatic development

' See WILKES, Page 11
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uno growth :n the life of this institution."

“Dr. Breiseth has given the Board of
Trustees more than 14 months’ notice, ample
time for a smooth transition. This kind of
thoughtfulness has been a hallmark of his
leadership and will allow the careful selec­
tion of his successor." added Moffatt.

Breiseth’s legacy extends to his tireless
efforts as a community leader. He has earned

:;r his vision and service to
numerous community and civic organiza­
tion:-. including an honorary doctorate of
public senice for Luzerne County
Community College, the Distinguished
Citizen Av.Ltd the Boy Scouts of

America, a Citation of Distinction from the
Interfaith Council of Wyoming Valley, and
the Seligman J. Strauss Lodge B'nai B’rith
Community Service. Most recently, he and
his wife, Jane, were selected to receive the
Anti-Defamation League’s Distinguished
Community Service Award, which will be
presented at a ceremony on May 3.

In addition, Breiseth helped establish and
continues to chair the Board of Directors of
Earth Conservancy. He also recently became
a life member of the Osterhout Free Library
Board of Directors.

Before joining Wilkes, Breiseth served as
president of Deep Spring College,

California: professor of history at Sangamon
State University; and as an assistant profes­
sor of history at Williams College. During a
leave of absence from Williams in 1967-68,
he served as chief of policy guidance in the
Community Action Program at the Office of
Economic Opportunity in Washington, D.C.
From 1970-71, he was a Danforth post-doc­
toral fellow at the University of Chicago in
Black Studies.

Breiseth received his bachelor's degree in
history with highest honors from the
University of California at Los Angeles
(1958). He earned a bachelor of literature
degree in modern British history from

Oxford University (1962), and a Ph.D. in
modem European intellectual history from
Cornell University (1964).

He is married to the former Jane
Morhouse. They have three children,
Abigail, Erika and Lydia.

Breiseth also has announced the appoint­
ment of Dr. Bonnie C. Bedford of Lake
Harmony, Pa., as dean of the College of Arts,
Sciences and Professional Studies following
an expansive, national search. Bedford has
served as the college’s interim dean since
August 1998, guiding the consolidation of 21
departments in three schools to 11 depart­
ments in the single college.
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Wilkes boss
set to retire 

pxisFF
WILKES-BARRE — Dr. Christo­

pher N. Breiseth, president of
Wilkes University for the last 16
years, plans to retire in 2001.

Dr. Breiseth has served the
second-longest presidential term
in the Wilkes-Barre university's
history.

"I have been weighing this de­
cision for the past few years and
have decided the timing is right
for the university to begin the
process of selecting its next
leader," he said.

The fourth president of Wilkes,
Dr. Breiseth, 63, is second only to
founding president Eugene S. Far­
ley in years leading the institu­
tion.
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Wilkes Univesity president will retire after 17 years
WILKES-BARRE (AP) — Dr Christopher N. Breiseth

is retiring as president of Wilkes University after 17 years
as head of the college.

Breiseth’s retirement will be effective July 1,2001. The
63-year-old said he announced his retirement now to en­
sure a smooth transition and give the university time to
search for a replacement

“In many ways, the best years of my life have been
those at Wilkes,” Breiseth said Tuesday. ‘T am immense­

ly proud of what we have accomplished together — the
trustees, faculty, staff students, alumni and many friends
of the university.”

Under Breiseth’s tenure, the university’s endowment
grew from $3 million to more than $25 million and in 1989,
the institution was designated a university by the Penn­
sylvania Board of Education.

As part of the Endow the Future campaign, Breiseth se­
cured the largest one-time gift in the university’s history.



STANDARD-SPEAKER
HAZLETON, PA

THURSDAY 24,000
APR 20 2000

Hllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll^
BUf^EtLES

18, F,
51 XX...

Wilkes Univeristy president
announces retirement in 2001

PF
WILKES-BARRE - Christopher

N. Breiseth announced he would
retire as president of Wilkes Uni-
versity in 2001 after 17 years, the
seconcRongest presidential term in
the institution’s history.

“In many ways, the best years of
my life have been those at Wilkes,”
said Breiseth. “I am immensely
proud of what we have accom­
plished together - the trustees, fac­
ulty, staff, students, alumni, and
many friends of the university.

“I have been weighing this deci­
sion for the past few years and have
decided the timing is right for the
university to begin the process of
selecting its next leader,” he added.

Breiseth’s retirement will be
effective July 1, 2001, three months
shy of his 65th birthday, and pend­
ing appointment of his successor.

“Like my good colleagues,

Father Alan Panuska, at the Uni­
versity of Scranton, andt Father
James Lackenmier, at King’s Col­
lege, I have chosen to announce my
intention to retire more than a full
year prior to the effective date, to
ensure an orderly transition,”
added Breiseth.

The fourth president of Wilkes
University, Breiseth, 63, is second
only to founding President Eugene
S. Farley in years leading the insti­
tution. Dining Breiseth’s tenure,
Wilkes has experienced unprece­
dented growth in its fundraising,
programmatic and campus devel­
opment initiatives. He led the insti­
tution to its 1989 designation as a
university by the Pennsylvania
Board of Education, recognition of
the breadth of Wilkes’ programs
and curricula at the undergraduate
and graduate level.



OUR OPINION

LCCC needs strong head
to set the right tone

M
AYBE THE Luzerne
County Community
College board should
translate its most re­

cent crisis into Chi­
nese, for in that lan­
guage, the character
for “crisis” also means
“opportunity.”

The results of a re­
cently released 1998-
99 survey at the
school under the aus­
pices of Educational Consultant
Services shows that fully a quar­
ter of the students queried have
heard a faculty member utter a
sexist or racist comment, while
39 percent report hearing sexist
or racist remarks from fellow stu­
dents.

This is the very kind of insensi­
tivity that in the past has ripped
the administrative fabric of the
university, led to lawsuits over
sexual harassment and heralded
a slew of firings and resignations,

Yet with the imminent depar­
ture of President Jon Larson, LC­
CC has the opportunity to get it
right this time. Certainly the
board's decision to hire a consul-'
tant to fill the top spot for the in­
terim is a sensible start. The at­
mosphere at the school, partially
attributable to Larson, is still too
charged and distrustful to make
an internal appointment that
could inspire even a crumb of con­
fidence.

But the leader ultimately cho­

sen to replace Larson can carry
LCCC toward being an open, un­
biased center of learning where
the principles of equality and en­

lightenment flourish.
MBA classes and a

raft of business
books have analyzed
and dissected the
idea of a “corporate
culture” in shaping
the character and
success of organiza­

tions from within and without A
corporate culture or — in the case
of LCCC — an institutional cul­
ture is shaped by the individual
at the helm.

Local examples of such leaders
are the first president of Wilkes
College, Eugene Farley, who di-
rected that institution over the
years toward becoming the uni­
versity currently under Christo­
pher Breiseth’s capable leader­
ship. Farley set a standard that
served as a model and stepping-
off point for those carefully cho­
sen leaders who came after him.

And it is that very foresight that
LCCC needs to apply in selecting
Larson’s permanent successor.
LCCC is in desperate need of a
role model who will set the tone
for the faculty and student body,
whose strength of character and
personality can rid the institution
once, and for all of bigotry, igno­
rance and all that is the antithesis
of an enlightened academic com­
munity.

A strong
‘institutional
culture' can
defeat bigotry
at LCCC.
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Each intolerant word, gesture presents opportunity to teach understanding

S
ince its beginning as Bucknell Uni­
versity Junior College, Wilkes Uni­
versity and Ohav Zedek Synogogue

have shared a neighborhood, benefac­
tors and a mutual commitment to
teaching our community about culture
and difference. Both Ohav Zedek and
Wilkes University share a mission to
teach each generation the lessons of
our past to promote an understanding
of our common humanity and our com­
mon frailty.

Columnist and neighbor Steve Cor­
bett has brought to our attention an iso­
lated incident that took place between
students studying at Ohav Zedek and
students at Wilkes (April 2). After ex­

tensive investigation, we have deter­
mined that the offensive words were ut­
tered during a neighborhood snowball
fight between two groups of students.

Prior to this one incident, and in the
time since, there have been no reports
of prejudicial comments or actions
among these individuals living in such
close proximity. While outward signs of
anti-Semitic prejudice in our communi­
ty are rare, we are nonetheless sad­
dened and deeply troubled when it
does occur. A regrettable choice was
made, one for which the university is
profoundly disturbed and sorry.

For Wilkes University and the
Wyoming.Valley this is a teaching mo­

ment, an opportunity for us to explore
with young people ideas about ethnici­
ty, religion and race.

Not only is it a teaching moment for
our young people, but also for the com­
munity. Those of us who yearn for har­
mony and cooperation far outnumber
those who express a prejudice or inse­
curity through word or deed. We must
persevere with commitment and coop­
eration to share our vision of a commu­
nity that, as it grows increasingly di­
verse, is free from intolerance and in­
timidation.

Christopher N. Brelseth
President

Wilkes University
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One degree of separation between valley, Pope’s visit to Israel

O
ne of the men standing beside
Pope John Paul II during his
historic visit on March 23 to

Yad Vashem, the memorial in
Jerusalem to the Jewish victims of
the Holocaust, has ties to North­
eastern Pennsylvania.

Jerzy Kluger, a boyhood friend
of Karol Wotyla in Wadowice, Po­
land, was awarded an honorary
Doctorate of Humane letters from
Wilkes University in 1998.
Through our mutual good friend,
Joseph D’Andrea of Dunmore, we
were able to bring engineer Kluger
to Northeastern Pennsylvania for a
memorable week of ecumenical ac­
tivities, highlighted by a special
convocation before 800 people rep­
resenting a broad range of reli­

gious faiths.
At the ceremony, we honored

Dr. Kluger’s efforts in helping
Pope John Paul II strengthen rela­
tions between Catholics and Jews,
including the establishment of for­
mal diplomatic relations between
the Vatican and Israel. The Holy
Father sent his special blessings on
that occasion.

The unique relationship be­
tween these two friends has been
fundamental to the pope’s efforts
to help heal the terrible wounds
from World War K, including the
carnage at Auschwitz concentra­
tion camp, where Dr. Kluger’s sis­
ter, mother and grandmother were
killed. The influence of Dr.
Kluger’s friendship was revealed in 

the Darcy O’Brien’s book, “The
Hidden Pope.”

Dr. Kluger let Mr. D’Andrea
know that he would be introducing
the Jewish survivors from Wadow­
ice to their old boyhood acquain­
tance at Yad Vashem. Like many of
those who met Dr. Kluger when he
came to our area, I felt that I was
part of the extraordinarily historic
moment in Jerusalem when I saw
on television Pope John Paul n put
his hand on Jerzy Kluger’s shoul­
ders as he greeted his childhood
friends from Wadowice.

Christopher N. Brelseth
President

Wilkes University
Wilkes-Barre
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As pope maidle history
WiBtes ‘sgra<dl5’ was there
Editor:

One of the men standing beside Pope John Paul II dur­
ing his recent (March 23) historic visit to Yad Vashem, the
memorial in Jerusalem to the Jewish victims of the Holo­
caust, has ties to Northeastern Pennsylvania.

Jerzy Kluger, a boyhood friend of Karol Wotyla in Wad-
owice, Poland, was awarded an honorary Doctorate of
Humane letters from Wilkes University in 1998. Through
our mutual good friend, Joseph D’Andrea, of Dunmore, we
were able to bring Engineer Kluger to Northeastern Penn­
sylvania for a memorable week of ecumenical activities,
highlighted by a special convocation in the presence of 800
people representing a broad range of religious faiths.

At the ceremony, we honored Dr. Kluger’s efforts in
helping Pope John Paul strengthen relations between
Catholics and Jews, including the establishment of formal
diplomatic relations between the Vatican and the State of
Israel. The Holy Father sent his special blessings on that
occasion.

The unique relationship between these two friends has
been fundamental to the Pope’s efforts to help heal the ter­
rible wounds from World War II, including the carnage at
the Auschwitz concentration camp, where Dr. Kluger’s
sister, mother and grandmother were killed. The influence
of Dr. Kluger’s friendship was revealed in the 1998 book,
“The Hidden Pope,” by Darcy O’Brien.

Dr. Kluger let Mr. D’Andrea know last week that he
would be introducing the Jewish survivors from Wadowice
to their old boyhood acquaintance at Yad Vashem. Like
many of those who met Dr. Kluger when he came to our
area, I felt that I was part of the extraordinarily historic
moment in Jerusalem when I saw on television Pope John
Paul put his hand on Jerzy Kluger’s shoulders as he greet­
ed his childhood friends from Wadowice.

Christopher N. Breiseth
President,

Wilkes University
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Film director featured at
lecture on Polish culture

Doctors Lidia and Francis
Kopernik, in conjunction with
King’s College and Wilkes Uni­
versity, announce that world-
renowned film director
Krzysztof Zanussi will deliver
the second annual Lidia and
Francis Kopernik Lecture on
Polish Culture at King’s College,
Wilkes-Barre, at 2 p.m. April 15.

The lecture will be held in
the King’s College Burke Audi­
torium in The William G. Mc­
Gowan School of Business,
North River and Union streets.

A reception will follow. The
lecture is free and open to the
public. Reservations are re­
quired. To make reservations,
call 208-6091.

Since his film debut in 1969
with “The Structure o Crystals,”
Zanussi has been lauded as one
of Europe’s most important film
directors. He is credited with
playing a leading role in the so-
called “cinema of moral uneasi­
ness” which pried fearlessly in­

to moral dilemmas in the con­
text of the repressive Commu­
nist regime of the People’s Re­
public of Poland. His films, of
specifically Polish subject mat­
ter, include “Family Life” and
“Camouflage.”

Zanussi has also produced
the best film documentary on
the life of Pope John Paul II
(“From a Far Country”) as well
as a cinematic adaptation of
Karol Wojtyla’s stage play,
“Brother of our God.”

In the weeks leading up to
the lecture, three representative
films by Zanussi will be shown
in the Burke Auditorium at
King’s College:

March 17, “The Structure of
Crystals”
March 24, “Family Life”

March 31, “The Silent
Touch”

All begin at 6 p.m. and are
open to the public free of charge.

For more information, call
208-5900, extension 5706.
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Local King's College students
at honors convocation

Dr. Breiseth, a Minnesota Delta Epsilon Sigma, for
native, served as the university’s Catholic colleges and universi­
president since 1984. Dr. . ties - Marlon Alber and Carmel
Breiseth received his B.A. in Kaluzavich.

recognized
At graduation, the King's

College Honors Convocation
recognized academic achieve­
ments of more than 170 students 
and presented an honorary
degree to Wilkes. University
President, Dr. Christopher
Breiseth.

Students were inducted into
18 national honor societies in
various disciplines which have
chapters at the college.

Rev. Thomas J. O'Hara,
C.S.C., president, King's
College, presented Dr. Breiseth
with an honorary degree as a
doctor of humane letters.

"We are truly privileged to
present Dr. Breiseth with this
honor. He has served our com­
munity with pride and diligence
for which we are thankful. We
are proud to have him as an
alumnus of King’s College," said
Father O'Hara.

history from UCLA, a degree in
modem British history from
Oxford University and his Ph.D
in modem European intellectual
history from Cornell University.
He is active in many community
and academic organizations, and
his writings on history and academ­
ic involvement have been published
in numerous periodicals.

Principal speaker was Dr.
George Hammerbacher, profes­
sor of English at King's College.

Following the ceremony a
reception was held for faculty

members, students and their
families.

Locals honored included:
Aquinas Society, King's

Honor Society: Cannel
Kaluzavich.

Alpha Mu Gamma, foreign
languages - Carmel Kaluzavich. "

Psi Chi - psychology - Erin
Francis.

Phil Sigma Tau - philosophy - ■
Cannel Kaluzavich.—

Alpha Epsilon Delta - health
professions - Carolyn Dulney.

Belta Mu Delta, “business
administration - Sandra
Bartosiewicz.

Kappa Delta Pi - education, .
Alice Kohnansperger and Lynn
Mortimer

Chi Alpha Epsilon, for stu­
dents admitted via developmen­
tal program pathways - David
Allen.

Alpha Epsilon Lambda, grad­
uate - professional students - i
David Banko. /
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Local Students Recognized

College honor society: Matthew C.
Desciak, Jennifer M. Moyer.

At King's Honors Convocation
ThdmriuaPKmg’s College honors - ■■ ■ -• •

convocation recently recognized the
academic achievement of more than
170 students and presented an
honorary degree to Y/ilkes University
president, Dr. Christopher Breiseth.

Students were inducted into 18 

Delta Epsilon Sigma -for Catholic
colleges and universities: Jennifer M.
Moyer, Sandra L. Tarabochia.

PSI CHI- psychology: Sandra L.
Tarabochia.

national honor societies in various
disciplines which have chapters at
the college.

Rev. Thomas J. O’Hara, C.S.C.,
president, King’s College, presented
Dr. Breiseth with an honorary degree
as a doctor of humane letters.

Following the ceremony, there was
a reception for faculty, students, and
their families.

Those honored from Mountaintop
were:

Aquinas Society-T/ie King's

Alpha Sigma Lambda - continuing
higher education: Kurt A. Husebo,
Kathleen B. Levitski, John J.
Pagarelski.

PHI Sigma Tau - philosophy:
Sandra L. Tarabochia.

Alpha Epsilon Delta- health
professions: Emily J. Fleagle.

SigmaTauDelta-L/ig/L/i: Jennifer
M. Moyer.

Chi Alpha Epsilon- for students
admitted via developmental program
pathways: Christine J. Klick.



King s College holds honors convocation
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The annual Kingb College bon­
ers convocation recognized the
scedemic achievements of more
than 170 students and included
the presentation of an honorary
degree to Wilkes University Presi­
dent Christopher Breiseth.

Students were inducted into 18
national honor societies that have
chapters at the college.

The Rev. Thomas I O’Hara, col­
lege president, presented Breiseth
with an honorary degree as a doc­
tor of humane letters.

*We are truly privileged to pre­
sent Dr. Breiseth with this honor.
He hza served our community with
pride and diligence, for which we 

are thankful We are proud to have
him as an alumnus of King’s Col­
lege,’ O’Hara said. . .

Breiseth, a Minnesota native,
served as the Wilkes president
since 1984. He previously was pres­
ident of Deep Springs College,
Calif; professor of history at Sang­
amon State University; and assis­
tant professor of history at
Williams College.

Breiseth received a bachelor of.
arts in history from UCLA, a de­
gree in modem British history from
Orford University, and a PhD. in
modem European intellectual his­
tory from Cornell University.

He is active in community and 

academic organizations, and his
writings on history and academic
involvement have been published
in numerous periodicals.

Principal speaker was George
Hammabacher, professor of Eng­
lish at Ktpgk

Following the ceremony, a recep­
tion was held for faculty, students
and their families

These local people were hon­
ored:

Aquinas Society, the Kingh Col­
lege honor society: Christa Galel-
la, Annmarie Gulick, Malinda
Moore, Justin Scappaticci, Amy
Williams.

Delta Epsilon Sigma for Catholic 

colleges and universities: Emmet
Donnelly, Michad Lisin.

Phi Alpha Theta, history: Ben­
jamin Ferguson, Jennifer Levisky.

Alpha Mu Ggmma, foreign lan­
guages: Daniel McNulty, Angela
SchatzeL

Psi Chi, psychology: Heather
Cieczko, Heather Kropiewnicki,
Jennifer Levisky.

Alpha Sigma Lambda, continu­
ing higher education: Rita Balestri-
ni, Kimberly Graham.

Phi Sigma Tau, philosophy:
Michael Lisko, Andrew MHz.

Pi Sigma Alpha, government:
William Danowdd.

Alpha Epsilon Ddta, health pro­

fessions: Melanie Haddick, Jen
niter Motto, Cara Zoerhak.

Ddta Mu Ddta, business admin­
istration: Heather Chukinas.

OnncronDdtaEpsikm, econom- a
ics: Matthew Coburn, Diane"
Danowski, Jeffrey Rogish, Yanina
Sokovuick.

Kappa Ddta Pi, education:
William Danowski, Christa Gald-
la, Mdissa Lorusso.

Mu Kappa ihu, marketing: Pa­
tricia Hoffman.

Chi Alpha Epsilon, far students
admitted via devdopmen tai pro- (
gram pathways: Amy Ash, Susan ■
Baroody, Sharida Kasper, April
Zluchowskl
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^King’s honors academic achievements
I' On May 20, the annual King’s College UCLA, a degree in modern British history

Honors Convocation recognized the aca- from Oxforo University, and his Ph.D. in_ _______ „.„„ity, and his Ph.D. in
modem European intellectual history from
Cornell University.

He is active in many community and aca­
demic organizations, and his writings on
history and academic involvement have
been published in numerous periodicals.

The principle speaker was Dr. George
Hammerbacher, professor of English at
King’s College.

Following the ceremony, there was a
reception for faculty, and their families.

Local honorees included:

I lonors Convocation recognized the aca­
demic achievements of more than 170 stu­
dents and presented an honorary degree to

_ Wilkes President, Dr. Christopher Breiseth.
Students were inducted into 18 national

honor societies in various disciplines, which
have chapters at the College.

The Rev. Thomas J. O’Hara, president,
King’s College, presented Breiseth with an
honorary' degree as a doctor of humane let­
ters.

“We are truly privileged to present Dr.
Breiseth with this honor. He has served our
community with pride and diligence, for
which we are thankful. We are proud to
have him as an alumnus of Bling’s College,”
said O’Hara.

Breiseth, a Minnesota native, served as
the University’s president since 1984. Prior
to joining Wilkes, he served as president of
Deep Springs College, California; professor
of history at Sangamon State University;
and as an assistant professor of history at
Williams College.

Breiseth received his B.A. in history from

Aquinas Society, The Bling’s College
Honor Society - Marc T. Decowsla, Kim­
berly J. Walsh, Pamela A. Zawatsky

Alpha Epsilon Delta, Health Professions
.- Renee E. Dusheck

Delta Mu Delta, Business Administration
- Robert J. Luchi, Sharon A. Skotek

Omicron Delta Epsilon, Economics -
Eugene Bing

Kappa Delta Pi, Education - Mary M.
Dougherty, Tricia A. Tait, Pamela A.
Zawatsky



Historic Wilkes-Barre church undergoing renovations
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Soai naming.
Mr W. Barre tips his hit to the folks in

the Sacred Heart-St John's Parish Com-

■- -
The latest issue of Wilkes Universe, a i

Wilkes University publication for alumni <
and friends, contains a great tribute to ;
former president Dr Chris Breiseth.

Rev. Joseph Gilbert is parochial vicar and
Rev. Mr. Joseph DeVizia is deacon.

—unity on North Main Street, Wilkes-
Barre. A renovatian program has begun
at the historic Sacred Heart Church.

Sa area Heart was the parish of wireless
comnumicarions pioneer Rev. Joseph
M ergas. Much of his work was passed on
to the younger Guglielmo Marconi who
generally gets credit for wireless inven-

Above the altar at Sacred Heart Church
is a teautuul painting of Jesus by Father
Murgas He also was an expert on butter­
flies and he had an enormous collection.

The current pastor at Sacred Heart-St.
John's is Monsignor John Sempa. The

Mr W Barre recently sought advice on
keeping rabbits out of the garden. One
suggestion: “Put up a fence, stupid!” Well,
it wasn’t exactly that tart, but one respon­
dent did send in a colorful suggestion or
two. No, Mrs. W Barre will not be stand­
ing guard in the yard with a shotgun.

Sights seen: East End lad cutting the
grass while talking on his cellular phone.

It was not a case of eat-and-run when

Gov. Tojn. Ridge hit town last week for the
Leadership Wilkes-Barre dinner. It was
talk-and-run.

The governor’s schedule required him
to speak before dinner, and the guv then
departed for Harrisburg.

Ridge threw bouquets at his GOP loyal­
ists, including Sen. Charlie Lemmond
and aides Pat Solano and Lisa Baker

The governor, incidentally is non-com­
mittal on who he will support in the 2002
gubernatorial election. GOP candidates
could include Attorney Gen. Mike Fisher
and State Treasurer Barbara Hafer.

The school achieved university status ' ■
under Dr Breiseth’s leadership. He has
been a visionary, community-minded ad­
vocate of economic growth tied to a key
role for area colleges and universities. i

Mr W. Barre wishes Dr Breiseth well in
whatever endeavors he undertakes.

In the mail from Marion Zelinskk Love J
your articles. You have been right on the
mark. I agree with you; build the inflat­
able dam. When people begin to use the
river more, the hue and cry will be so re­
sounding (that) action will be taken
quickly to clean it up.



Ron and Rhea Simms honored by Wilkes University
Ronald and Rhea Simms, of Kingston, were honored for their out­

standing contributions to Wilkes University during the school's 54th An­
nual Spring Commencement recently. They are the second and third re­
cipients of the President's Circle Award.

A1960 graduate of Wilkes, Ron is owner and president of Petroleum
Services Company and chairman of the Board of First Heritage Bank in
Wilkes-Barre. He also served on the policy board of the original Wilkes-
Hahnemann program.

A1977 Wilkes graduate, Rhea is president of Lewith & Freeman Real
Estate Inc., in Kingston.

Both members of the John Wilkes Club and generous contributors to
Wilkes, Ron was a Wilkes trustee from 1975 to 1988 and Rhea is a for­
mer member of University Council.

/Z-
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Colhp ©rater next phase of life
V, Ikes University's 54th spring commencement last for
Dr. Christopher Breiseth and 475 graduating students
Fi Any Irsta
ESans ito Safi Wits:

zOi

Nestled between Stark Learning Cen­
ter and Breiseth Hall on the Fenner
Quadrangle. 475 students received their
degrees from Wilkes University Satur­
day afternoon.

The 54th anr.ital spring commence­
ment was also graduation day for the
university's fourth president. Dr.
Christopher X. Breiseth, who retires
June 1. Braseth’s predecessors, Dr. Fran­
cis Michelin! and Dr Robert Chapin, as
well his successor Dr Joseph "Tim”
Gilmour jcined him for the ceremony.

In his welcoming address, Breiseth
■ the ficulty for their dedication
to the students. “You have inspired the
graduates in ways that will last a life­
time,” he said.

.: -. ?■. „ Kanjorski was also
■: :: •. ..t.lite the graduates

t .. the future. “May
you contribute to what the many who
have gone before you have done, to this
greet '.tlK-;., to th": region, to this state
and to this nation."

The congressman also expn.- .ved his per­
sonal blanks to Breiseth for work they’ve
done together during Breiseth's tenure.

"This area will never know all the con­
tributions of Christopher Breiseth to
Northeastern Pennsylvania, Wyoming Vai-
. -.. : 7. „ir. Ifri.ei . jy, i'i -.aid.

In honor of his last graduation, Breiseth
also delivered the commencement address.

WARREN RUDA/CtnZENS' VOICE

Former Wilkes University presidents,
from left, Joseph Gilmour, Robert
Capin, Frances Michelini and outgo­
ing Christopher Breiseth.

Following a narrative on the history of the
university, which began as Bucknell Uni­
versity Junior College in 1933, the out-go­
ing president challenged the student to
“become more aware of the larger issues
of our society and the world."

"There is that larger world that you
graduates have been preparing yourself
for,” he said. “A test of your Wilkes educa­
tion, whether undergraduate or graduate,
is your ability both as a professional in
your field and as a citizen to understand
such issues and with analytical rigor, be
able to sort out the choices we face as a
human community in the 21st century”

SEE WILKES, PAGE 39

Two local 5
colleges hold ?
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ceremonies.
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fiii'jxikx of Buitneii Administration

rdi/ikr, tl; Arthur K.

Communications: Claire E Colo, Bayside, N.Y.;
Jonathan W. Burke, Blakely,Pa; Ronald S. Bebla, Car-
bondale, Pa; David DiMartino, Hoboken, NJ.; Michael J.
Stop Piscataway, NJ.; Loan T. Do, Riverside, NJ.; Ryan
M. James, S Orange, NJ.; Ryan Gurian, Staten Island,
N.Y.; John D. Bruett, Westfield. NJ.; Matthew C. Reit-

Accounting: Jan J. Qoutier.Danielsville, Pa.
App_-od i Engineering Science: Nathaniel,D. Martin,

Earth & Environmental Sciences: C. William, Smith
III, Barto, PA.; Michael S. Lucsky, Jessup, PA_

Elementary Education: Susan LaCoo, Clarks Sum-

English: Stephanie M. Maison, Andover, NJ.; Adri­
enne E Corrigan, Catasauqua, PA; Lisa M. Mumin,
Clarks Summit, PA.; Matthew A. Nied, Danvillo, PA.; Jef­
frey J. Greczek, Middlesex, NJ.; Paul Sisko, Palmerton,
PA.; Joshua M. Burgess,Pottsville, PA.

History: Cassandra B. Sutton, Athens, PA.; Bernard
J. Blosky, Danville, PA.; Mark A. Nied, Danville, PA;
Mchad J. Figueiredo, Edison, NJ.; Matthew A ScarceF
la. MZnesvflc, PA; Brian D. Bader, Piscataway, NJ.

Physics: Marc Strackbein, Lake Ariel, PA
Political Science; James M. Connell, Bethlehem, PA;

Christina L Mulhollan, Lemoyne, PA; Angelina M. Car­
doso, Milford,Conn.; Jaan Monnik, Now Hope,PA; Mark
A Brozoski,Scranton, PA

Psychology: Pina M. O’NeiU-Lano, Budd Lake, NJ.;
JJ M. Wilson, Catasauqua, PA; Linda R. Dolph,Dickson
Qty, PA; Megan A Frey, Endicott, N.Y.; Stephanie L
Eddy, Glens Falls, N.Y.; Leonard A Romanski, Hamlin,
PA; Donna A Kohler,Hazleton, PA; Jennifer R. Shoemak­
er. Hazleton, PA; Mei Wako Kanagawa-Ken; Kari Steele,
Lev. . J own, PA; Derek B. Bleiier, Macungie, PA; Todd A
Swanhart, Mineral Point. PA; Amanda May Catlin, Mon­
trose, PA; Jenia A Jacques, Newfoundland, PA; Kimber­
ly A^Checko.Old Forge; Roberta AFratzola, Old Forgo;
Taa A Baldauff, Old Forge; Christina M.
3-'»±ro,Of/phant; Kevin S. Siegel, Port Jervis, N.Y.;
Joyce A Sorrentino, Rockaway, NJ.; Jocelyn Joyce M.

Art Katrina M. Prolheroe, Kulpmont, Pa.
Easiness Administration: Robert Ziemba, Old

Engineering Management Deborah Parma, Brown­
dale, PA

Environmental Engineering: Andrea J. Sommers,
Nazareth, PA; Jason Waterbury, Wallingford,Conn.

Mechanical Engineering: Timothy J. Knabel,Dun­
more; Edward T. Bednarz, Hazleton; Jarnos Heft, Lo
Raysville, PA; James E Smouse, Monroeton, PA; Gre­
gory J. Collins, Nazareth, PA

Nursing: Helen M. Dompsey, Ashland, PA; Megan C.
Slovens, Cortland, N.Y.; Katio Lynn B. Kulesa, Erial, NJ.;
Malverne O. Inniss, Goose Creek, S.C.; Brittany L
Payne,Hazleton; Tracey LSpittler-Hassler, Jim Thorpe;
Kristy I. Ikach, Lehighton, PA; Judy Sawka,Scranton.

Doctor of Pharmacy: Kristy L Kramer, Auburn, PA;
Amy M. Fitch, Binghamton, N.Y.; Heather A Hurley,
Binghamton, N.Y.; Dennis M. Fox, Carbondale; Maria J.
Shahda, Coopersburg, PA; Dolly R. Chaudhari.Dun-
more; James A Wdkomeyer, Enola, PA; Samuel R.
Sebastianelli, Jessup, PA; Jessica Crowley, Jim Thorpo;
Joel A Gonzalo, Kulpmont, PA; Jamie B. Howell, Lake
Ariel, PA; Lisa F. Tomcykoski, Lake Ariel, PA; Trisha M.
Myers, Manchester, PA; Stephanie L Haines, Middle­
burg, PA; Jennifer L Tingley, Montoursville, PA; Karen A
Coolbaugh, Moosic; Megan L Merrick, Moosic; Danielle
E Albright, Moscow, PA; Jessica L Sinkovich, Mount
Cannel, PA; Toni Oden, Muncy, PA; Shanna Leo Hen­
ninger, Nazareth,PA; Karen Brisita, North Bergen, NJ.;
Allison A Pikulski, Old Forge, PA; Joseph S. Gromelski,
Old Forge; Raymond Wascavage, Old Forge; William
Zupko, Old Forge; Dante Michael Grass!, Old Forge;
Janine A Masi, Pino Brook, NJ.; Susan M. George,
Sayre, PA Ann L Wotring, Schnecksville, PA; Stacy L
Geiger, Schnecksville, PA; Lisa Rink, Scranton; Marisa
L Nebesky, Scranton; Brian Howard, Somers Point,
NJ.; Amy E Mazikewich, Susquehanna, PA Stephanie
A Follmer, Tamaqua, PA; Richard W. Seipp,
Wharton,NJ.

Master of Business Administration
Business Administration: Mary Beth M. Golab,

Bethlehem, PA; Ralph E Webb, Coaldale, PA; Leslie
Montgomery, Howard Endicott, N.Y.; Holly Ann Filion,
Freehold, NJ.; Frank Krwak, Lansdale, PA; Lauri L Kre­
mer, Montoursville, PA; Robert M. Burke, Scranton,; Julio
A Dowell, Williamsport, PA

Master of Health Administration: Melissa Crowther,
Hazleton; Julie A Rook, Williamsport, PA

Master of Science
Education: Denise D. Harakal, Allentown, PA; Kelli

D.Grammes-Tremba, Allentown, PA; Donna H. Stuchlak,
Achbald, PA; Patricia A Sebastianelli, Achbald, PA;
Sarah B. Wasser, Bangor, PA; Jeanette E. Amershek,
Barnesville, PA; Tracey Michele Jones, Belleville, PA;
Kay A Long. Berwick; Dawn E Stein, Bethlehem, PA;
Elizabeth A Durio, Bethlehem, PA; Frederick A Harris,
Bethlehem, PA; Lesley F. Estock, Bethlehem, PA; Patri­
cia A Nelson, Bethlehem, PA; Stephanie R. Schweycr,
Bethlehem, PA; Irene Maunz, Bethlehem, PA; Kris Lyn
Perfetti, Bethlehem, PA; Maria C. White, Bethlehem, PA;
Jeffrey S. Karwacki, Bethlehem, PA; Judson W. Frank,
Bethlehem, PA; Michael Baran, Bethlehem, PA; Linda K.
Clise, Blakeslee, PA; Barry P. Donohoo, Blue Ridge
Summit, PA; Meghan LaVigna, Brodheadsville, PA;
Cindy L Scanzcllo,Chambersburg, PA; Doug A Dear-
dorff, Chambersburg, PA; Eric A. Yockley, Chambers­
burg, PA; Karen S. Powers, Chambersburg, PA; Linda
EParks, Chambersburg, PA; Sharon Bowman Wight,
Clarks Green, PA; Lisa A Dorunda, Clarks Summit;
Joanne M.Rynn, Conshohocken, PA; Charles J. Ger-
anchor Jr., Coplay, PA; Any N. Lord. Doylestown, PA;
Joyco M. Bogu:.ky, Easton. PA; Lisa R. Pysher, Easton,
PA; Aileen Ellon Wells, Euston, PA; Christine Mariano
Brown, Euston, PA; Linda M. Kohl, Easton, PA; Lynn A. 

Rupal Kalariya greets Wilkes
classmates.

Sociology: Timothy J. Reilly, Philadelphia; Jason T.
P-ngoes, NJ.; DanaJle F. Symanski,Scranton;

. - / / 7. r,-.i Grt, NJ ; Sarah L. Sn.k, Wash-

Bachelor of Fino Arts
Art Molly Baines, Hiser, Stroudsburg, PA
Bachelor of Music
Music: Amanda T. Abramoske, East Hartford, Conn.;

Kristy M.Hults, New Milford,Conn.
Bachelor of Science
Accounting: Jessica A Reuss, Belleville, BL; Michael

S. McMynne, Dunmore; Robert M. Moore, Hazleton;
Rebecca A Gubanich, Macungie, PA; Margaret E Duril-
la, Nesquehoning, PA; Brian Augustine, Tobyhanna, PA

Biochemistry: Jason M. Edwards, Hawley, PA; Joedo
Riad Tabrt, Yardley, PA

Biology: Erin L Stewart, Apalachin, N.Y.; Robert
Cooney, Athens, PA; Sonya A Smereczynsky, Bangor,
PA; Deidro M. Blake, Binghamton, N.Y.; Danyel D.
Donovan, Dickson City; Melissa L Petras, Endicott,N.Y.;
Kelly A Drews, Remington,NJ.; Tara J. Barrie, Mahanoy
City, PA; Lance R. Henninger, New Albany, PA; Rupal S.
Kalariya, Pcckville, PA; Richard R. Ali, Queens, New
York N.Y.

Business Administration: John M. Grunza, Dickson
City.

Communications: David M.Hinkle, Phillipsburg, NJ.
Computer Information Systems: Brandon J. Fox,

Belvidere, NJ.; Nicholas F. Cobb, Carbondale; Joseph
B. Harbeson, Gibbstown, NJ.; Eric W. Phillips, Jermyn;
Russ Hargrove, Moosic; Alice T. Danso, Odenton, Md.

Computer Science: Ryan E Long, Manlius, N.Y.;
George D.Hughes, Old Fbrgc.

Earth and Environmental Sciences: Keith R. Bader,
Piscataway, NJ.; Scott R. Schoffner, Port Carbon, PA;
Gary R.Scluciber, Yardley, PA

Electrical Engineering: Scott EHcrb, Halifax, PA;
I hum Tronko, Harrisburg; Clvmtopher Rokosky, Marlin,

and happy they will be.
Rreiseth conferred 219 under­

graduate. 198 graduate and 58
Doctor of Pharmacy degrees on
Saturday
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3.93 GPA
In her address. Cis

President Rupal Hal
couraged her dassn 

rores. “We are incredible people
now we must do incredible
things. Good luck on your jour­
ney" she said.

ored at Saturday’s ceremony. Ed­
die White, class of 1980, received
the Eugene S. Farley Memorial
Alumni Award and Perri U. Ne-
jib, class of 1987, received the
Distinguished Young Alumnus
Award.

White told the graduates, “Life
is not about stock options. It is
not about getting a certain title
by a certain age. It’s not about
making six figures by age 30. It's
about people.”

The people they surround
themselves with, White said,
will determine how successf ul 

bye to Dr. Breiseth
Catina, Effort, PA; Rocco T. Seiler, Effort, PA; Marilyn C.
Grcgorowicz, Elmhurst, PA; Jose M. Maldonado, Foun­
tain Hill, PA; Brent L Borzak, Frackville, PA; M. Lsabeth
Bitler, Gap, PA; Sherry L Hilgner, Gilbertsville, PA; Mer-
rijocclyn Friday, Gordon, PA; Donna D. Kintner, Hall­
stead, PA; Elsa M. Gundrum, Hamburg, PA; Cclleen
Ann Buck, Harleysville, PA; Keith D. Souder, Harleysville.
PA; Ned D. Via, Harrisburg. PA; Christine T.
Sorenson,Hawley, PA; Peter J. Schmitt, Hawley, PA;
William L Jollie, Hawley, PA; Alexis M. Sharp, Hazleton;
Carmela L Evanko, Hazleton; James E Reese, Hellam,
PA; Amy M. Braxmeier, Hellertown, PA; Deborah L
Nuemberger, Honesdale, PA; Marti A. Knickerbocker-
Jones, Honesdale, PA; Todd D. Miller, Honesdale, PA;
B. Susan Davis, Hummelstown, PA; Anthony G. Roos,
Jim Thorpe; Julie Lynn Weiss, KresgeviHe, PA; Holly L
Brasavage,Kunkletown, PA; Misty Lynn Falcone, Kunkle-
town, PA; Janet S. Ebner, Kutztown, PA; Michael P. Guy,
Lake Arid, PA; Madefynn, M. Riedel, Lancaster, PA;
Charles,T,lngram,Lancaster,Pa.; Matthew R. Bender,
Lebanon, PA; Mary M. Maloney-Zimmerman, Lehighton,
PA; Patrick T. Smith, Lehighton, PA; Angela L Ptilcck,
Lewistown, PA; Kristen Ann Stauffer, Lewistown, PA;
William R.T. Stauffer, Lewistown, PA; Gary L Proctor,
Lock Haven, PA; Sandra H. Nolan, Mechanicsburg, PA;
Kelly L Border, Millersburg, PA; Marsha A. Ulrich, Mohn­
ton, PA; Stephanie L Ulrich, Mohnton, PA; CatheaJ V.
Weiser, Montoursville, PA; Karen L Simms, Mon­
toursville, PA; Richard W. Schreier, Montoursville, PA;
William D. Host, Montrose, PA; Barry LHartzeQ,
Moscow, PA; John K. Kosek, Moscow, PA; Heidi L
Toland, Mount Carmel; Wayne M. Brokenshre, Mount
Carmd, PA; Gena M. Steber, Nesquehoning, PA; JB G.
Tamosaitis, New Cumberland, PA; Jennifer L Dusheck,
New Tripoli, PA; Sandra R. Grow, New Tripoli, PA;
Martha S. Hernandez, Northampton, PA; Dale D. Weiss,
Orefield, PA; Mdodie M. Stinner, Orefidd, PA; Kelly M.
Messer, Otisville, PA; Mary L Russell, Oviedo, Ra.; Dul­
cie C. Nichols, Paupack, PA; Angela J. Balestrini, Paxi-
nos, PA; Lisa K. Varano, Paxinos, PA; Sandra E Davis,
Paxinos, PA; Karen S. Elkins, PeckvBe, PA; Ccncetta
Smith, Pen Argul, PA; Tina M. Bernardi, Penns Creek,
PA; Richard M. Sarginger, Pennsdale, PA; Lisa M. Kerc-
smar, Phillipsburg, NJ.; Cindy Lee, Seiger, Pine Grove,
PA; Margaret A. Hoy Pine Grove, PA; Patricia M.
Lengle, Pine Grove, PA; Thomas C. Dudley, Pocono
Summit, PA; Catherine M. Cuff, Pottsville; Craig G.
Wagner, Quakertown, PA; Susan K. Gass, Ranshaw,
PA; Randal S. Bialas, Reading. PA; Kathryn L Focht,
Reading, PA; Anne Bender, Schnecksville, PA; Kristin
Meeker, Schnecksville, PA; Barbara J. Scott, Scranton;
Rose N. Maletta, Scranton; Denis A. Yanashot, Scran­
ton; Edward A. Dougherty, Scranton; Mary Kay Czap,
Selinsgrove, PA; Anita Shaffer, Shamokin, PA; Gretchen
M Ripple, Shamokin, PA; JoAnn Rovito, Shamokin, PA;
Tina L Bums, Shamokin, PA; Susan Piper, Shppens-
burg, PA; Eric kt Stover, Souderton, PA; Jdie S. Hen-
nng, Souderton, PA; Pamela C. Kastner, South
Williamsport, PA; Heather L Griffiths, Spring Grove, PA;
Molly A. Buchanan, Sunbury, PA; Christine M. Valentini,
Tamaqua, PA; Philip M. Kintzd, Tremont, PA; Joann M. •
Reese, Wallingford, PA; Julio Ann Thuninva, Walnut Bot­
tom, PA; John R. Piper, Waynesboro, PA; Andrea She-
mansky, Wescoville, PA; Thomas K. Yuikanin, West
Hazleton; Christine L Samicky, Whitehall, PA; Kimberly
A. Broad, Whitehall, PA; Angela M. Steele, Williamsport;
Muia B. Weaver, Williamsport; Mario G. Smith,
Williamsport; Rhonda L Gelgen, Wifliamsport; Julie A.
Hammond, WiSiamsport, PA; Dwight A. Hare, Yak. PA;
Toni E. Bloom, York, PA.

Electrical Engineering: Jay Richard Bianchi, Arch­
bald, PA, Anuradha Yellamanchii, Bellevue, Wash.;
George A. Galaydick, Clarks Summit.



Presidents
share focus
with grads
at Wiles
Sy JENNIFER KLAIPS I > ?C

WILKES-BARRE — Saturday was
a historic day at Wilkes University.

In addition to about 450 students
receiving degrees, four of the universi­
ty's five presidents were honored at the
54th annual spring commencement

‘This day takes on historic signifi­
cance," said James P. Rodechko, vice
president for academic affairs, in his
opening welcome. Presidents
Emeriti Francis Michelini and Robert
Capin, and current President
Christopher N. Breiseth and his suc­
cessor, Joseph “Tim" Gilmour, were
in attendance. The only other Wilkes
president was the late Eugene Farley,
who served for almost 34 years.

Breiseth, who served for 17 years,
presided over his last graduation cer­
emony as president. Retiring in June,
he will become president and chief
executive officer of the Franklin and

TIMES LEADER STARE PHOTO/PETE G. WILCOX

Wilkes University graduate Danielle Korlniskle
acknowledges someone in the crowd during Saturday's
commencement at the campus' Fenner Quadrangle.
Korlniskle earned her bachelor's degree In nursing.

Eleanor Roosevelt Institute in Hyde Park, N.Y.
U.S. Rep. Paul Kanjorski, D-Nanticoke, rec­

ognized Breiseth in the opening remarks of the
ceremony. “This area will never know all the
contributions of Christopher Breiseth to
Northeastern Pennsylvania, the Wyoming
'■’alley and Wilkes University,” Kanjorski said.

For graduates, the day marked a historic
event in their educational lives. Bradford L.
Kinney, professor of communications, related
commencement to the opening of a new door
in graduates' lives.

“When one door closes, another door opens.
Learning is a never-ending process,” he said.

Rupal KaLariya, senior class president, then
addressed her peera. “It is a clay of mixed emo­
tions. With happiness, there is also sadness.
We were once on the same path. Now we must
go our separate ways.”

During the awards portion of the ceremony,
several students and alumni were recognized
for their achievements. Edward T. Bednarz 111
of J lazleton, Deidre Blake and Mollie McGinley
of Kingston received the Wandell awards for 

their high academic averages. Blake and
McGinley were the 33rd and 34th students in
the university’s history to achieve 4.0 averages.

Breiseth was the keynote speaker.
“Because this is a day of transition for many

of us,” he said. “1 thought it appropriate to
focus on a favorite theme for historians, that of
continuity and change.”

He began his speech with a brief recounting
of the university’s history, from its conception
as Bucknell Junior College in 1933 through a
series of changes during the years. He also
read “The Marks of an Educated Person,”
developed by Farley and the faculty, which
define a Wilkes education.

Breiseth also, in a surprise announcement,
named the university’s $7.7 million student
union building the Frank M. and Dorothea
Henry Student Union, after trustee Frank
Henry and his wife of Dallas.

About 450 students then received degrees,
including 58 Doctor of Pharmacy degrees, 198
master’s degrees and 219 bachelor’s degrees.

INSIDE: List of graduates, 1OA

Graduate triumphs
over Tourette’s

By MICHAEL McNARNEY
mmcnamey@leader.net

WILKES-BARRE — When Gregory
Collins was cutting classes in high
school, he was a lifetime away from
graduating — much less getting into
Wilkes University and graduating with
honors.

But the Nazareth native — who suf­
fers from Tourette’s syndrome —
crossed the stage at Wilkes
University’s graduation Saturday with
not just bachelor’s degrees in physics
and mechanical engineering and a
3.88 grade-point average, but also
with the university’s Outstanding
Graduate for Professional Studies
Award.

“(Graduating) is certainly a sign of
a lot of hard work I put in, and the
help I had from family, friends and the
university,” Collins said.

With Collins on Saturday was his
counselor from Northampton Area
High School, Dan Marakovits. The
counselor also won an award — the
university’s Inspirational Teacher
Award, given to a high school teacher
or counselor nominated by a graduat­
ing Wilkes senior.

“He had an amazing impact on my
life at a time when I had very little
confidence,” Collins said. “He set an
example for me as how to interact
with others, how to become a good
leader and a responsible citizen.

Collins was diagnosed with
Tourette’s syndrome in the summer of
1993, when the then-14-year-old
Collins was getting ready to start his
freshman year of high school.

A neurological disorder, Tourette’s
syndrome causes a person to move
body parts and to say words and make
sounds involuntarily.

Collins had gone through three
schools in junior high and had been
made fun of by other students.

“The first time I saw Greg and my
parents in my office, I saw a kid with
anxiety and distrust, but also youthful
academic exuberance," Marakovits
said.

Collins plans to start working after
graduation as a project engineer with
Lutron Electronics.

mailto:mmcnamey@leader.net


SIR GRADUATES
Montrose; Kara Chapple. Wilkes-Barre;
Kimber !\ A. Chocka. Old Faroe; Jennifer
L. Cia.i.i.Wi kes Banv; Linda R. Dolph,
Dvkso.i C.’a: Stephanie L. Eddy, Glens
Fa \ NY; Roberta A. Fiatzola. Old Forge;
Megan A. Frey. Endicott N.Y; Susan N.
Froicrktewicz. Luzerne; Christa Ann
Ga o. 04$. Wilkes-Barre; Jenia A. Jacques,
New:?;-.viand; Donna A. Kohler, Hazle-
tvxv D .ana kt. Marsh, Avoca; Jocelyn
Joyce M. Morales, Somerville. NJ;
Co- een O'Donnell. Wilkes-Barre; Tina M.
O'Ne. FLane, Budd Lake. NJ.; Patrick P.
Perugino, Plains Township; Nicole P.
Peutl Nanticoke; Naomi Pikaitis, Forty
Fort Leonard A. Romanski, Hamlin;
Jennifer R. Shoemaker, Hazleton; Kevin S.
S egel. Port Jervis, N.Y; Amanda J. Smith,
Wilkes-Barre; Kristen L. Smolenak, Wilkes-
Barre; Joyce A. Sorrentino, Rockaway,
N.J; Christina M. Srebro, Olyphant; Kari
Steele, Lewistown; Todd A. Swanhart.
Mineral Point; Meredith A. Swierczynski.
Kingston; Mei Wako. Kanagawa-Ken; Mary
C. Waldorf, Wilkes-Barre; Jill M. Wilson,
Catasauqua.

Sociology
Sharon Chupas, Ashley; Lori Holdredge,
Wilkes-Barre; Gretchen E. Krackenfels,
Wilkes-Barre; Jason T. Nemec, Ringoes,
NJ; Timothy J. Reilly. Philadelphia; Shan­
non A. Smurl, Wilkes-Barre; Sarah L. Snik,
Washington. D.C.; Danielle F. Symanski,
Scranton; Jennifer S. Thomas. Wilkes-
Barre; Wesley A. Zientek, Sea Girt, N.J.

Kristy M. Hulls, New Milford, Conn.

Music Education
Richard R. Huffman. Wilkes-Barre;
Michael Komorek, Wilkes-Barre.

Bachelor of Science
Accounting
Brian Augustine, Tobyhanna; Margaret E.
Durilla, Nesquehoning; Rebecca A.
Gubanlch, Macungie; Barbara Jacobs,
Wilkes-Barre; Theodore Kerpovich,
Wilkes-Barre; Edward A. Kollar, Kingston;
Michael S. McMynne. Dunmore; Robert M.
Moore, Hazleton; Jessica A. Reuss,
Belleville. Ill; William C. Wilcox, Dallas.

Biochemistry
Jason M. Edwards, Hawley; Joede Riad
Tabit, Yardley.

Biology
Richard R. Ali, Queens, New York, N.Y;
Tara J. Barrie, Mahanoy City; Deidre M.
Blake. Binghamton, N.Y; Robert Cooney.
Athens; Danyel D. Donovan, Dickson City;
Kelly A. Drews, Flemington, N J.; Lance R.
Henninger, New Albany; Calandria L.
Hiller. Mountaintop; Rupal S. Kalariya,
Peckville; Wesley M. Konsavage, Wilkes-
Barre; Mollie McGinley. Kingston; Melissa
L. Petras, Endicott, N.Y; Amanda Rodski,
Mountaintop; Sonya A. Smereczynsky,
Bangor; Erin L. Stewart, Apalachin, N.Y.

Business Administration
John M. Grunza, Dickson City.

Chemistry
Lara L. Pryor, Pittston.

Theater Arts
Colleen A. Dever, Chester. N.Y.

Bachelor of Business Administration
Elizabeth R. Abrams, Dallas; Gary J. Alle-
grucci. Plains Township; Kenneth Berman,
Wilmington, Del; Aileen A. Berry, Chin­
chilla; Janet Whipple Boyer, Mountaintop;
Joshua L. Bradley, Lancaster; Lisa B. Don­
aldson, Wayne. N.J; Megan R. Fogle. Ed­
wardsville, III; Arthur K. Gotzmer, Farm­
ingdale. N.Y; Justin Holmes, Easton; Mary
Beth Hopkins. Pleasant Mount; Douglas
M. Iracki, Nanticoke; Jeanette J. John­
ston, West Wyoming; Margaret H. Lewis,
Troy; Mary L. McCabe, Kingston; Erica M.
Michaliga, Kingston; Michael S. Miller,
Kingston; Natalia Osadchuk, Wildwood,
NJ; Katie L. Pearson, Wilkes-Barre;
Skyler L Rohwedder, Dallas; Victor E.
Scelba, Branchville. N.J; Jason J. Schultz,
Carr.p Hill; Melece A. Sliwinski, Troy; Nan­
cy Stover, Williamsport; Michael D. Stuka,
Exeter; Jeanette Thrash, Hunlock Creek;
F chard H. Titus, Scranton; Corey N.
/anoshak, Wilkes-Barre; Robert J.
Zoltewicz, Old Forge.

Theattf Arts
Benjamin R. Shovlln, Dallas, Texas.

EccLelvr of Fine Arts
Molly Ecf.es Hiser, Stroudsburg; Erin L.
Scatton, Wilkes Barre

Communications
David M. Hinkle, Phillipsburg, NJ.

Computer Information Systems
Robert S. Banas, Nanticoke; Nicholas F.
Cobb, Carbondale; Alice T. Danso, Oden­
ton, Md; Brandon J. Fox, Belvidere, NJ;
Joseph B. Harbeson, Gibbstown, N.J.;
Russ Hargrove. Moosic; Edward J.
Lukowski, Nanticoke; Eric W. Phillips,
Jermyn; Jesse J. Wienckoski, West
Pittston.

Computer Science
George D. Hughes, Old Forge; Ryan E.
Long. Manlius, N.Y; Jeraldine M. Sulkoski,
Pittston; Peter P. Waskiewicz, White
Haven.

Earth & Environmental Sciences
Keith R. Bader, Piscataway, N.J; Jennifer
A. Fela, Kingston; Scott R. Schoffner, Port
Carbon; Gary R. Schreiber, Yardley.

Electrical Engineering
Ghazi F. Alkazemi, Washington, D.C;
Nicholas A. Cipriani, Wilkes-Barre; Scott
E. Herb, Halifax; Brett A. Kile, Pittston;
Brian J. Nallon, Nuangola; Christopher
Rokosky, Marlin; Christopher J. Talecki,
Telford; Brian Trosko, Harrisburg.

Engineering Management
Deborah Panna, Browndale.

Bachelor of Music
Amanda E Abramoske, Cast Hartford,
Conn. Kimberly A. Gaylord, Trucksville;

Environmental Engineering
Tony Wayne Dkjgan, Kingston; Deborah L.
Hoyos, Dallas; Andrea J. Sommers,

Nazareth; Jason Waterbury, Wallingford,
Conn.

Mechanical Engineering
Edward T. Bednarz, Hazleton; Gregory J.
Collins, Nazareth; Ryan R.-Grymko, Nanti­
coke; James Heft, LeRaysville; James J.
Janick, Wilkes-Barre; Timothy J. Knabel,
Dunmore; James E. Smouse, Monroeton.

Nursing
AnnMarie M. Banellis, Falls; Daniel C.
Belch, Nanticoke; Nicole Biago, Exeter;
Helen M. Dempsey, Ashland; Lois A. Elick,
Wilkes-Barre; Nicole M. Gryboski, Plains
Township; Malverne 0. Inniss, Goose
Creek, S.C; Christina Marie Jeckell,
Mountaintop; Danielle M. Koriniskie,
Wilkes-Barre; Katip Lynn B. Kulesa, Erial,
N.J; Brittany L. Payne, Hazleton; Judy
Sawka, Scranton; Roselyn Schmied, Dal­
las; Tracey L. Spittler-Hassler, Jim Thor­
pe; Megan C. Stevens, Cortland, N.Y;
Kristy I. Tkach, Lehighton.

Doctor of Pharmacy
Danielle E. Albright, Moscow; Raymond J.
Bernardi, West Pittston; Stacey Sherrill
Bohn, Swoyersville; Karen Brisita, North
Bergen, N J; Heather A. Brown, Wilkes-
Barre; Dolly R. Chaudhari, Dunmore;
Karen A. Coolbaugh, Moosic; Jessica
Crowley, Jim Thorpe; Lisa A. Dente, Hud­
son; Michael Evanick, Wilkes-Barre Town­
ship; Amy M. Fitch, Binghamton, N.Y;
Stephanie A. Follmer, Tamaqua; Dennis M.
Fox, Carbondale; Melissa A. Gedrich,
Pittston; Stacy L. Geiger, Schnecksville;
Susan M. George, Sayre; Robert J. Ger-
shey, Pittston; Brad Gerstein, Wyoming;
Joel A. Gonzalo, Kulpmont; Dante Michael
Grassi, Old Forge; Joseph S. Gromelski,
Old Forge; Stephanie L. Haines, Middle­
burg; Shanna Lee Henninger, Nazareth;
Brian Howard, Somers Point, NJ;
Jamie B. Howell. Lake Ariel; Jason P.
Hughes, Wilkes-Barre; Heather A. Hurley,
Binghamton; Michael W. Koch, Shaver­
town; Kristy L. Kramer, Auburn; Grace
Yuen Wai Lau, Wilkes-Barre; Martha C.
Marchand, Mountaintop; Janine A. Masi,
Pine Brook, N.J; Amy E. Mazikewich,
Susquehanna; Lisa K. McClintock. Wilkes-
Barre; Karen A. McHale, Wilkes-Barre;
Megan L. Merrick, Moosic; Jeffrey J.
Mesaros, Edwardsville; Trisha M. Myers,
Manchester; Marisa L. Nebesky, Scranton;
Thuc-Doan T. Nguyen, Wilkes-Barre;
Toni Oden. Muncy; Allison A. Pikulski, Old
Forge; Kevin M. Polifko, Wilkes-Barre;
Richard C. Oulgley, Wilkes-Barre; Amy L.
Riccetti, Dupont; Lisa Rink, Scranton;
Samuel R. Sebastianelli, Jessup; Richard
W. Seipp, Wharton, N.J; Maria J. Shahda,
Coopersburg; Jessica L. Sinkovich, Mount
Carmel; Jennifer L. Tingley, Mon­
toursville; Lisa F. Tomcykoskl, Lake Ariel;
Pamela A. Truszkowski, Mountaintop;
Aaron M. Wanchlsen, Nanticoke;
Raymond Wascavage, Old Forge; Kelly M.
West. Shavertown; James A. Wilkemeyer,
Enola; Ann L. Wotring, Schnecksville;
William Zupko, Old Forge.

Master of Business Administration
Richard A. Amadio, Shavertown; Jamlece
Apolinaro, Wilkes-Barre; Jaime A.
Brazenec, Wilkes-Barre; Robert M. Burke,
Scranton; Thomas E. Carter. White Haven;

Elizabeth E. Conklin, Kingston: Vincent A.
DeGiusto, Forty Fort; Ann M. Donnelly,
Wilkes-Barre; Julie A. Dowell,
Williamsport; Holly Ann Filion, Freehold,
N.J; Thomasul Gershey, Pittston Town­
ship; Mary Beth M. Golab, Bethlehem;
Leslie Montgomery Hov/ard, Endicott,
N.Y; Frank Klwak, Lansdale; Lauri L. Kre­
mer, Montoursville; Carol H. Maculloch, ■
Hunlock Creek; Jodi E. Nammar, Pittston;
Samuel L. Perry, Dallas; Ralph E. Webb,
Coaldale; Barry D. Wood, Dallas.

Master of Health
Nancy Alonzo, Wilkes-Barre; Melissa
Crowther, Hazleton; Julie A. Rook,
Williamsport.

Master of Science
Education
Jeanette E. Amershek, Barnesville; An­
gela J. Balestrini, Paxinos; Michael Baran,
Bethlehem; Diane E. Belusko, Wilkes-
Barre; Anne Bender, Schnecksville;
Matthew R. Bender, Lebanon; Tina M.
Bernardi. Penns Creek; Randal S. Bialas,
Reading; M. Lisabeth Bitler, Gap; Toni E.
Bloom, York; Joyce M. Bogusky, Easton;
Kelly L. Border, Millersburg; Brent L
Borzak, Frackville; Holly L. Brasavage,
Kunkletown; Amy M. Braxmeier, Heller­
town; Kimberly A. Broad, Whitehall;
Wayne M. Brokenshire, Mount Carmel;
Christine Mariano Brown, Easton; Kelley
L. Brozena, Nanticoke; Molly A.
Buchanan, Sunbury; Colleen Ann Buck,
Harleysville; Tina L. Burns. Shamokin;
Robert A. Catina, Effort; Michael J.
Cherinka, Kingston; Linda K. Clise,
Blakeslee; Catherine M. Cuff, Pottsville;
Mary Kay Czap, Selinsgrove; Neil J. Dan-
gello, Effort; B. Susan Davis. Hummel­
stown; Sandra E. Davis, Paxinos; Doug A.
Deardorff, Chambersburg; Mary E. Dig-
gan, Kingston; Barry P. Donohoe, Blue
Ridge Summit; Lisa A. Dorunda, Clarks
Summit; Edward A. Dougherty. Scranton;
Thomas C. Dudley, Pocono Summit;
Elizabeth A. Durie, Bethlehem; Jennifer L.-
Dusheck, New Tripoli; Janet S. Ebner,
Kutztown; Karen S. Elkins, Peckville; Les­
ley F. Estock, Bethlehem; Carmela L.
Evanko, Hazleton; Misty Lynn Falcone,
Kunkletown; Mary A. Fazio, White Haven;
Joanne M. Flynn, Conshohocken;
Kathryn L. Focht, Reading; Judson W.
Frank, Bethlehem; Merrijocelyn Friday
Gordon Bechir Garraoui, Wilkes-Barre; Su­
san K. Gass, Ranshaw; Charles J. Ger-
ancher Jr., Coplay; Rhonda L. Getgen,
Williamsport; Kelli D. Grammes-Tremba,
Allentown; Marilyn C. Gregorowicz,
Elmhurst; Heather L. Griffiths, Spring
Grove; Sandra R. Grow, New Tripoli; Elsa
M. Gundrum, Hamburg; Michael P. Guy,
Lake Ariel; Julie A. Hammond,
Williamsport; Denise D. Harakal, Allen­
town; Dwight A. Hare, York; Frederick A.
Harris, Bethlehem; Barry L. Hartzell.
Moscow; Julie S. Henning, Souderton:
Martha S. Hernandez. Northampton;
Sherry L. Hllgner. Gilbertsville; William D.
Host, Montrose; Margaret A. Hoy, Pine
Grove; Charles T. Ingram. Lancaster;
William L. Jollie. Hawley; Joann E. Jones,
Mountaintop; Tracey Michele Jones,
Belleville; Jeffrey S. Karwacki, Bethlehem;
Pamela C. Kastner. South Williamsport;
Lisa M. Kercsmar. Phillipsburg, NJ.; Rus- 

ner, Hallstead; Philip M. Kintzel, Tremont;
Marci A. Knickerbocker-Jones. Honesdale;
Linda M. Kohl, Easton; John K. Kosek,
Moscow Meghan LaVigna, Brod­
headsville; Patricia M. Lengle, Pine Grove; :
Shelley Liva, Mountaintop; Kay A. Long,
Berwick; Amy N. Lord, Doylestown;
MaryAnn E. Lugiano, Wilkes-Barre; Jose
M. Maldonado, Fountain Hill; Rose N.
Maletta, Scranton;
Mar/ M. Maloney-Zimmerman, Lehighton;
Dana R. Mascioli, Swoyersville; Irene
Maunz, Bethlehem; Kristin Meeker, Sch­
necksville; Kelly M. Messer, Ottsville; Todd
D. Miller, Honesdale; Vicki L Moore, Wap-
wallopen; Patricia A. Nelson, Bethlehem;
Dulcie C. Nicholsupack, Sandra H. Nolan.
Mechanicsburg; Deborah L. Nuemberger,
Honesdale; Linda Paerks, Chambersburg;
Dale Paevinski, West Wyoming; Kris Lyn
Perfetti, Bethlehem; John R. Piper, Way-
nesboro; Susan Piper, Shippensburg; An­
gela L Pollock, Lewistown; Karen S. Pow­
ers, Chambersburg; Gary L. Proctor, Lock
Haven; Lisa R. Pysher, Easton; Joan E.
Ralston, Wyoming; James E. Reese. Hel-
lam; Joann M. Reese, Wallingford;
Madelynn M. Riedel. Lancaster; Gretchen
M. Ripple, Shamokin; Anthony G. Roos,
Jim Thorpe; JoAnn Rovito, Shamokin;
Kim A. Rugletic, Duryea; Mary L Russell,
Oviedo, Fla.; Richard M. Sarginger. Penns-
dale; Christine L Samicky, Whitehall;
Cindy L Scanzello, Chambersburg; Peter
J. Schmitt, Hawley; Richard V/. Schreier,
Montoursville; Stephanie R. Schweyer,
Bethlehem; Barbara J. Scott. Scranton;
Patricia A. Sebastianelli, Archbald; Cindy
Lee Seiger, Pine Grove; Rocco T. Seiler, Ef­
fort; Anita Shaffer. Shamokin; Alexis M.
Sharp, Hazleton; Andrea Shemansky,
Wescoville; Karen L. Simms, Mon­
toursville; Allison M. Smalley, Pittston;
Concetta A. Smith, Pen Argul; Marie G.
Smith, Williamsport; Patrick T. Smith,
Lehighton; Christine T. Sorenson. Hawley;
Lynn A. Sosa, Easton; Keith D. Souder,
Harleysville; Kristen Ann Stauffer, Lewis­
town; William R.T. Stauffer. Lewistown;
Gena M. Steber, Nesquehoning; Angela M.
Steele. Williamsport; Dawn E. Stein. Beth­
lehem; Melodie M. Stinner, Orefield; Eric
M. Stover. Souderton; Donna H. Stuchlak,
Archbald; Jill G. Tamosaitis. New Cumber­
land; Julie Ann Thumma, Walnut Bottom;
Heidi L Toland, Mount Carmel; Marsha A.
Ulrich. Mohnton; Stephanie L. Ulrich.
Mohnton; Christine M. Valentini,
Tamaqua; Lisa K. Varano, Paxinos; Neil D.
Via, Harrisburg; Craig G. Wagner. Quaker­
town; Sarah B. Wasser, Bangor; Maria B.
Weaver. Williamsport; Catheal V. Weiser.
Montoursville; Dale D. Weiss, Orefield;
Julie Lynn Weiss. Kresgeville; Aileen Ellen
Wells. Easton; Sarah A. Whipple.
Laceyville; Maria C. White. Bethlehem;
Sharon Bowman Wright. Clarks Green;
Denis A. Yanashot, Scranton; Eric A. Yeck-
ley, Chambersburg; Thomas K. Yurkanin,
West Hazleton; Linda L. Zulkoski, Moun­
taintop.

Electrical Engineering
Jay Richard Bianchi, Archbald; Andre A.
Castro, Kingston; George A. Galaydick,
Clarks Summit; Eric Malikowski, Moun­
taintop; George J. Platko, Wilkes-Barre;
Anuradha Yellamanchili, Bellevue, Wash.
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Pennsylvania Environmental
Council Makes Awards
bx Ronald D Ci*  .A

W.LKES-BARRF LUZERNE COUN­
TY-About 400 people attended the Tenth
\ ;.. ... Eve.?, Noitheastcrn I'cnn-
syhania's Environmental Council held
.. a.xv .. . s’. •..-. w..:mtnW sc..m-

Lieutenant Governor of
Or .-."syh-.vn.A. acted as Master of cerc-
.■.m.-.tx and u-e'.oomcd the crowd, after
which dinner was served

Fo’.jcw-.ng dinner. Scranton introduced
\‘..n Fatten, president and CEO of

>. al Wildlife Federation, who
gave the keynote address. This speaker
ohsene-d that there were several factors
-ceded to promote a healthier communi­
ty. >_-es>mg passton, knowledge and a

coalition as requirements.
He emphasised that there must not be
wasted lands, and described efforts
maar m Detroit to clean the Detroit Riv­
er and other watersheds. Once the fac­
tors are achieved, residents must find
the .deal balance between wildlife and
h-amans in this area and in the entire
state.

The principal purpose of Ute evening's
program was the presentation of Envi­
ronmental Partnership Awards. These
awards are presented to those who have
achieved excellence in environmental
protection or conservation in the 11-
county area of Pennsylvania, in which
the fallowing counties are represented:
Wayne. Pike. Monroe. Luzerne. Lack­
awanna. Bradford. Susquehanna.
Schuylkill. Carbon. Sullivan and
Wyoming. Dr. Christopher Brelseth.
President of Wilkes University, and
Howard Grossman. Executive Director of
the Environmental Council of NE PA.
presented the awards.

Those honored were Lynn Conrad, die
Nanticoke Conservation Club. Donna
Palermo. Dome White. Bruno Najaka.
and Lillian Theophanls. In addition.
Arthur Watres received the Thomas P
Shelburne Environmental Leadership
Award.

Lynn Conrad is the Executive Director
of the Rail Trail Council of NE PA. and

j been active since the Council was
Ivantied. Lynn has led work which rc-
J led in over 82 million in grant funding

.and acquisition and trail develop-
- *r.  ■ She Is enthusiastic In supervising
.. -nieers. education of others, and con-

-_-.g to build support for the trail. She
-•--s ' oerdtoated the Rail Trail Council of
—e Annual National Trails Day activities.

— participates in many conservation
• -toNona. She has made a real dlf-

-■ -’i preserving and adding to a
corndcff In the area.

" K«;Uw>ke Conservation Club was
•'■srr.ied by Mark .Macarara. Presi-

f.'.e Cl ib began os a group of

t >n Cor,tad, District Director, Hail Trail
Co-Ttoi) of l«ofttic.ab*.bni PA, lias aquiiud
S 2 million in grants to fund land aquation
a/>d trail development

hunters and fishermen, but has since
grown to a 100-meinber organization de-
voted to cleaning streams of litter, moni­
toring water quality. Improving fish habi­
tat and educating others in the value of
stream conservation. Each year the Club
elds in leading two clean-ups of Harvey's
Cicek, and work in Installing creek de­
flectors and various other fish habitat
improvements. They' also are active in
teaching youth to respect. Improve and
preserve the environment. The Club
works with others to Improve the envi­
ronment and build future conservation­
ists.

Donna Palermo is Vice president of Op­
erations for the Greater Hazleton Cham­
ber of Commerce. Over the past ten
years, she has played a role in organizing
the "Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful' litter
clean-up citizens and groups to help
clean litter and debris left from the win­
ter months. Under her leadership, this
campaign has become the largest in NE
PA. with volunteers representing
churches, schools. Boy Scouts and Girl
Scouts, and many other groups. Donna's
support has made this program a real
success.

Dome White has been a long time pro­
moter of preserving the environment. He
is largely responsible In forming the
Bowman's Creek Watershed Association.
which has had great influence In the
Creek's quality In Luzerne and Wyoming
Counties. More recently has aided In es­
tablishing the Mchoopany Creek Water­
shed Association. He led in establishing
a successful environment education
partnership with the Tunkhannock
School District. This program was recog­
nized in 1990 by the PA Legislature as a
model environmental educational part­
nership.

Bruno Najaka has worked for more
than 30 years to promote conservation
and reclamation of natural resources In
Sullivan County. He has volunteered and
provided leaderships for many conserva­
tion programs, projects and various
groups. His work as coordinator for Sul­
livan County's abandoned mine projects.
he takes responsibility for many recla­
mation accomplishments. More than
100 acres of mine affected land have
been reclaimed through his leadership
and habitat has been restored. He Is ac­
tive tn many organizations In several
counties, helping io obtain funding to re­
claim abandoned mines and overcome
acid mine drainages. His 4-H Conserva­
tion Club has been recognized as the
Outstanding Conservation Club in Penn­
sylvania.

Lillian Theophanls Is Manager of the
Susquehanna County Conservation Dis­
trict. and through her work as chairman
of the 14-county Upper Susquehanna
Coalition she has helped to unite the
people and organizations to promote the
protection of the river. She has aided
farmers and government regulators io
work together, and has been a leader in
the Hop Bottom Borough/Marten's
Creek Natural Stream Restoration Pro­
ject, funded by the DEP and sponsored
by the .‘•■isquchanna County Conserva­
tion District She !■• known ns a leader
who Inspires others to gel things done.

IHOMAh 1*.  tiJIl.l.llUHNE ENVIRON-
MEN I'AL LEADKRHHIi*  AWARD

I he Fifth Annual Ihoinus P. Shelburne
Environmental Leadership Award was
bestowed upon Arthur Watrous of l.a-
cawac 5.UU tinny, Lake Ariel. PA Thia
sane tuury was loi med 4(1 years ago by Is-
abcl Watres and her sou Arthur Io chum-
pion the vision of the Sanctuary, which
now Is the hast dbliiibed glacial lake In
the ai i.a. us well as in the entire country.
It has evolved into a community rduca-

Bruno Najaka, Sullivan
County was honored for 30
years of conservation
reclamation. Under his
leadership, over 100 acres
of mine land has been
reclaimed and restored.

tlon center for teachers, students, scien­
tists and conservationists. Many re­
search projects supported by such
groups as the National Science Founda­
tion. the National Park Service. US Inte­
rior Department. Lehigh University, Uni­
versity of Pennsylvania. and others, have
been conducted at this facility. Watrous
is a lifelong leader and steward of the en­
vironment of the Commonwealth.

This annual event was supported by
Keystone Sanitary Landfill and Proctor
and Gamble National Energy Group, and
many other patrons and sponsors, is
well as several contributors.

Among its many missions, the Council
brings together the knowledge and views
of civic and rnvlronment.il groups, busi­
nesses. government, and educational
groups to develop undcrimuiding on the
environment and land use Issues, and
aids in building coalitions mid partner­
ships to act on these issue... The Council
udvo< alt s policies, laws and regulations
Io foster sound environment practices.
and responsible management of natural
resources. Other services provided in­
clude education and action projects, and
resolving any disagreements among dif­
fering interests.

Among the attendants were county

commissioners, state legislators, educa­
tors, recreational club members and rep­
resentatives of sanitary authorities.

Arthur Watrous, was awarded tho Thomas P
Shelburne Environmental Loadership Award
recipient.

rnvlronment.il
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Breiseth to head Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt Foundation in Hyde Park
ESr MARK GUYDZSK k

HTLKES-RARRE — Giving up
- jcls to pen a history during
his ccwfound free rime, outgoing
Wilkes University Presides: Chriso
□her Breiseth has acrererd a job at 
the rrerkiir. and Eicanor Roosevelt 

be will replace current institute
President Anna Eleanor Roosevelt,
a granddaughter of Franklin and
Eleanor. Anna Roosevelt lives in
Chicago and has not been able to
work as a full-time president at the 

growing institute, Breiseth said.
According to a press release, the

institute’s mission “is to inform new
generations of the ideals and
achievements of Franklin and
Eleanor Roosevelt and to inspire the 

application of their spirit of opti­
mism and innovation to the solution
of current problems."

“My job is to institutionalize what
has been primarily a volunteer orga­
nization that is very ambitious,”

Breiseth said. Among his other
tasks, he will work to increase the
institute’s endowment

Breiseth said the institute runs
centers in Russia and Amsterdam,
and is looking to open similar facili­

ties in China and Africa.
The Grant book will have to wait a

little longer, Breiseth acknowledged.
He and his wife hope to keep a resi­
dence in the WHkeaBarre area and al­
ternate between here and New York.
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Outgoing university president reflects on achievements

Aii era of growth at Wilkes
El MMSE UIAKU«H

TIMES-SHAM ROCK NEWSPAPERS

seer. Wilkes University grew to
new levels of excellence during
the years he served as presi­
dent.

He announced his resignation
in June, bat he’s staying for up
to a year u ill retire next sum­
mer as president after the sec­
ond longest tenure in the
school's history.

Wilkes has become a “more
confident instimti’n’ during
his tenure, he said, vrith more
economic, cultural and techni­
cal dex’elopments. He also has

VV e have accomplished a great deal

together over the last 17 years to raise Wilkes

University to a new level of excellence.’

Dr. Chris Breiseth

President of Wilkes

been discovering that more and
more Wilkes University gradu­
ates are at the top of their pro­
fessions.

"Wilkes’ long-term goal of
serving this region has sharp­

ened,” Dr. Breiseth reflected.
“You would have to go a long
way to find a private university
that has been so defined by its
public role.”

Dr. Breiseth surpassed the
seven-year national average for
the tenure of a college president
while serving in the position 17
years. His leadership is credit­
ed with the achievement that
moved Wilkes to university sta­

tus on Jan. 1,1990.
The campus at Wilkes Univer­

sity also has improved dramati­
cally during Dr. Breiseth's
tenure. New buildings at
Wilkes include the $8 million
Student Union Building, where
Dr. Breiseth recently welcomed
Vice President Al Gore during a
campaign stop.
Other new buildings at Wilkes

include renovated old mansions
and the new Nesbitt School of
Pharmacy, which recently
awarded its first doctoral
degrees in the medical field to
62 students.

"The pharmacy school was a
major accomplishment,” Dr.
Breiseth said. “We have accom­
plished a great deal together
over the last 17 years to raise
Wilkes University to a new lev­
el of excellence.”
In addition to the campus

JACK KELLEY • TIMES-SHAMROCK NEWSPAPERS

Dr. Christopher
Breiseth reflects
upon the eventful
growth at Wilkes
University during
the 17 years he
served as presi­
dent



growth. Wilkes University
experienced a growth In endow­
ment from $3 million to $26 mil­
lion.
Enrollment at Wilkes has also

grow n. The number of first-
year students has increased
from 379 students in the fall of
1999 to 467 this year.

The increased enrollment
coincides with a trend in
increased enrollment among
area colleges, including King’s
College, which has had the
largest freshman class in eight
years.

■'Between King's and Wilkes,
we have made groat contribu­
tions to Wilkes- Barre." Dr.
Breiseth said. "It is very unusu­
al to have two colleges right in
downtown Wilkes-Barre. It is
such an asset. We worked hard
with the city and other institu­
tions to create a college town
concept. Downtown Wilkes-
Barre will come back, and
Wilkes is a key part of that

Wilkes University officials
will spend more than a year
searching for a suitable replace­
ment for Dr. Breiseth upon his
retirement.

Dr. Breiseth said he may come
back to Wilkes to teach history
put time. He also wants to
write a book on the presidency
c: Ulysses S. Grant. This book
would add to a lengthy list of
historical writings and publica­
tions Dr. Breiseth completed.
Additionally, Dr. Breiseth

plans to continue his work with
the Earth Conservancy. In 1992,
he was named chairman of the
conservancy as a community
initiative to reclaim the Blue
Coal lands.
Reclaiming more than 15,000

acres of mine-scarred land in
several communities was a "bit­
ter struggle,” yet was seen as an
effort to place the region among
the leaders in the 21st century,
he said.

Parcels of the Earth Conser­
vancy land lie in Ashley,
Hanover Township, Laurel
Run. Mountaintop, Newport
Township, Nuangola, Plains
Township, Plymouth Township,
Pringle, Sugar Notch, Warrior
Run and Wilkes-Barre Town­
ship.

When he testified in court to
reclaim land from the Blue Coal
Corp., Dr. Breiseth acknowl­
edged The bankruptcy proceed­
ing was a high-risk operation
for a college president to under­

take.
“It is not the kind of thing in

which college presidents usual­
ly got involved," he said. "It
was a challenge to pull all these
communities together."

Since the Earth Conservancy
was instituted, however, there
has been tremendous progress
tn putting mine-scarred land to
productive use.

A significant Earth Conser­
vancy project in Hanover
Township Is moving forward.
When completed, the 63-acre
parcel will be transformed into
soccer and football fields, a bas­
ketball court, a baseball field, a
parking area and a walking
trail around the perimeter of
the site.

The Greater Wilkes-Barre
Chamber of Business and
Industry will spend $18.8 mil­
lion to incorporate businesses
with these recreational sites at
the 441-acre park adjacent to
the existing Hanover Industrial
Estates.

Crews are nearing the comple­
tion of phase one of the new
Hanover Crossings business
park and the second phase
could be initiated shortly.
"That whole part of the county
is starting to come to life,” Dr.
Breiseth noted.

"And, we are working to
reclaim more and more addi­
tions.”
In addition to his leadership

at Wilkes University and the
Earth Conservancy, Dr.
Breiseth has been a leader in
many civic organizations,
including the Osterhout
Library, the United Way of
Wyoming Valley and the
Greater Wilkes-Barre Partner­
ship.

Within the business communi­
ty, Dr. Breiseth has worked to
foster development and eco­
nomic growth in Northeastern
Pennsylvania. He also has been
instrumental in developing
ways in which educational
institutions in the Wyoming
Valley can work together to
pool resources for the benefit of
all students.

Dr. Breiseth considered him­
self "privileged” to serve as
Wilkes’ president through
many eventful years of growth.
Thanks to all the new develop­

ments at Wilkes University, Dr.
Breiseth concluded, "Wilkes
graduates are prepared to com­
pete with those from the top
universities of America."
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Boy Scouts will honor Bernard Banks Jr.
FF

5yTIMStaJHRAWFPAGE|

Bernard Banks, Jr. has been involved
in the Boy Scouts of America for 56
years, since becoming a scout himself
in 1346.

Banks has served as president of the
Northeast Pennsylvania Council of Boy
Scouts executive board twice, arid is
currently the sice-president.

A Kingston Township resident, Banks
has been a scout leader on all level of
scouting, and has been involved in the
planning if the annual Friends of Scout­
ing dinner for 16 years.

But the owner and operator of Ameri­
can Asphalt does not want people to
recognize his accomplishments for
scouting in the Wyoming Valley — he is
more concerned that the scouts and
scouting get the recognition. He even
did not want to comment for an article,
so as not to put himself in the spotlight
as one of this year's recipients of the

Distinguished Citi­
zen Award at the
19th Annual
Friends of Scouting
Dinner, March 14,
at the Genetti Hotel
and Convention
Center, Wilkes-
Barre.

“Bernie Banks is
synonymous with
caring leadership in
scouting,” said
NEPA Council of
Boy Scouts Execu­

tive Ethan V. Draddy. “He is a beacon of
light that other people can join in, and
his Importance to scouting in the area
is Immeasurable.”

The Distinguished Citizen Award is
given annually at the dinner, recogniz­
ing the efforts of community leaders
who have gone above and beyond the
norm to promote scouting.

"Selecting a distinguished citizen is 

important to the Wyoming Valley and to
scouting," said Draddy. “It allows us to
recognize a special man like Bernie
Banks, who has helped promote scout­
ing in a big way."

Past recipients of the award Include:
Father James Lackenmeier, former
Kings College president: Chris Brieseth,
former Wilkes University president: for­
mer Governor an J MrsT Robert Casey;
Richard Khiger; Bob Cirofiilo and Bill
Scranton III.

“(The list of recipients) is basically a
who's who of the Wyoming Valley," said
Draddy. “Giving the award gives us the
chance to make a connection between
what we see in Bernie Banks and what
we see in ourselves. People see what
Bernie Banks does for scouting, and
that makes them want to be involved.”

The Friends of Scouting Dinner will
begin with a reception at 6 p.m., fol­
lowed by the dinner at 6:45 p.m. Call
the council office at 207-1227 for tick­
ets and information.

Bernard Banks Jr.
Scouting

Distinguished
Citizen of2002
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Environmentalists see
FDR in new light
by Bob Lonkky

TX- kgwy of Hnlc
Parks own Franklin
Delano Roosevelt. widely

by historians as
one of our three greatest
presidents, continues to
grow with each passing
xrat To explore his innovu-
tivr environmental and
energy policies, the Hyde

Park-based Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt
Institute (F&ERI) will host a conference Oct. 25-
2(x titled "Recovering the Environmental Legacy
of FDR." Nonh Americas top environmental
scholars will discuss FDR’s visional}’ long-range
planning on energy and environmental issues and
how that planning is relevant today.

F&ERI Executive Director David Woolncr
said FDR’s environmental policy has been seen in
a new light in recent years.

“We’re beginning to realize more and more
what a big thinker he was," Woolncr said.

The conference will take a dose look at die
multiple dimensions of New Deal projects like the
Tennessee Valley Authority’s rural electrification

program. Woolncr said die program is an example
of FDR's long-range planning on energy issues.

“FDR was a big supporter of conserving the
environment but he also knew that man had to
interact with the environment," Woolner said.

This understanding is particularly important
today, as more and more people are putting a
strain on limited space and resources in Dutchcss
County and elsewhere. Woolncr expects the con­
sideration of what is best for both humans and
the environment in everything we do to be a
theme that will emerge from the conference,
which will be attended by Roger Kennedy and
odicr well-known environmentalists.

The conference fits in perfeedy with the
F&ERl's stated mission: “to inform new genera­
tions of the ideals and achievements of Franklin
and Eleanor Roosevelt and to inspire the applica­
tion of dteir spirit of optimism and innovation to
die solution of current problems.”

Woolncr and Rich Kurial from the University
of Prince Edward Island have edited a book pub­
lished by Palgravc/St. Martin’s Press about the
institutes last conference, tided FDR. The Vatican
and the Roman Catholic Church in America. It will
go to press early next year.

To pursue its mission to inform new genera­
tions, the F&ERI works closely with Dutchcss col­
leges, providing internships for students from Bard,
Vassar and Marist. Christopher N. Brciscth, the
president and CEO of the institute, is the former
president of Wilkes Co! l.-gc in Wilkes-Barre, Pa.

Woolncr, an assir? icsidcnr of history at
Marist, noted that a Russian student at Marist is
currently interning at the institute as part of the
college’s extensive Russia project. F&ERI has also
worked closely with Marist and its president,
Dennis Murray, in the formation of the Hudson
River Valley Institute at the campus.

In addition, the F&ERI serves as the funding
arm for the FDR Library and Museum. It also
issues four categories of awards ever}’ year—the
International Disability’ Award, the Theodore
and Franklin Roosevelt Naval History Prize, the
Schlesinger History Prize and, perhaps most
notably, the Four Freedoms Awards.

The Four Freedoms Awards honor those who
have shown a lifetime commitment to the Four
Freedoms proclaimed by FDR in a speech on Jan.
6, 1941—freedom of speech and expression, free­
dom of worship, freedom from want and freedom
from fear. Past recipients of these awards include
the Dalai Lama, Mikhail Gorbachev, Vaclav
Havel, Coretta Scott King, King Juan Cados, and
Joanne Woodward and Paul Newman. The cere­
monies that mark the awarding of the Four
Freedoms medals are held on alternate years in
Hyde Pirk and at the Roosevelt Study Center in
Middclburg, die Netheriands.

Bob Lomicky is the executive editor of the eight
newspapers published by Taconic Fins.
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Environmentalists see
FDR in new light
by Sob lonicky

The legacy of Hyde
Packs own Franklin
FXdano Roosevelt. widely
regarded by historians as
one of our three greatest
presidents, continues to
grow with each passing
star. To explore his innova­
tive environmental and
energy policies, the Hyde

Park-based Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt
Instinrte (F&ERI) will host a conference Oct. 25-
2b. titled "Recovering the Environmental Legacy
ol FDR." Nonh Americas top environmental
scholars will discuss FDR’s visionary long-range
planning on energy and environmental issues and
how that planning is relevant today.

F&ERI Executive Director David Woolner
said FDR’s environmental policy has been seen in
a new light in recent years.

“We’re beginning to realize more and more
what a big thinker he was," Woolner said.

The conference will take a dose look at the
multiple dimensions of New Deal projects like the
Tennessee Valley /Xuthority’s rural electrification

program. Woolner said the program is an example
of FDR’s long-range planning on energy issues.

“FDR was a big supporter of conserving the
environment but he also knew that man had to
interact with the environment,” Woolner said.

This understanding is particularly important
today, as more and more people are putting a
strain on limited space and resources in Dutchess
Count}' and elsewhere. Woolner expects the con­
sideration of what is best for both humans and
the environment in everything we do to be a
theme that will emerge from the conference,
which will be attended by Roger Kennedy and
other well-known environmentalists.

The conference fits in perfecdy with the
F&ERI’s stated mission: “to inform new genera­
tions of the ideals and achievements of Franklin
and Eleanor Roosevelt and to inspire the applica­
tion of their spirit of optimism and innovation to
the solution of current problems."

Woolner and Rich Kurial from the University
of Prince Edward Island have edited a book pub­
lished by Palgrave/St. Manin’s Press about the
institute’s last conference, tided FDR. The Vatican
and the Roman Catholic Church in America. It will
go to press early next year.

To pursue its mission to inform new genera­
tions, the F&ERI works closely with Dutchess col­
leges, providing internships for students from Bard,
Vassar and Marist. Cl..', .opher N. Breiscth, the
president and CEO *he  institute, is the former
president of Wilkes College in Wilkes-Barre, Pa.

Woolner, an assistant president of history at
Marist, noted that a Russian student at Marist is
currently interning at the institute as pan of the
college’s extensive Russia project. F&ERI has also
worked closely with Marist and its president,
Dennis Murray, in the formation of the Hudson
River Valley Institute at the campus.

In addition, the F&ERI serves as the funding
arm for the FDR Library and Museum. It .ikn
issues four categories of awards every year—the
International Disability Award, the Theodore
and Franklin Roosevelt Naval History Prize, the
Schlesinger History Prize and, perhaps most
notably, the Four Freedoms Awards.

The Four Freedoms Awards honor those who
have shown a lifetime commitment to the Four
Freedoms proclaimed by FDR in a speech on Jan.
6, 1941—freedom of speech and expression, free­
dom of worship, freedom from want and freedom
from fear. Past recipients of these awards include
the Dalai Lama, Mikhail Gorbachev', Vaclav
Havel, Corctta Scott King, King Juan Carlos, and
Joanne Woodward and Paul Newman. The cere­
monies diat mark the awarding of die Four
Freedoms medals arc held on alternate years in
Hyde Park and at the Roosevelt Study Center in
Middclburg, the Netherlands.

Boh Lorn icky is the executive editor of the eight t
newspapers published by laconic hns.
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Ed Ackerman, optimist

Look up, and you’re on vacation every day £
w xv-m my front yard I can see the
t““4 twin steeples of St. Casimir’s

JL Church. With their gold crosses
ririering in the morning sun, they
'<v~. cbc\ e the rooftops of die Linskey
und Srixa homes, which sit at the crest
of Bader Street, just before it makes its

ar.d rapid descent to Main. With
Sl Casimir’s so much lower than my
hc-ase, the steeples are at eye-level
from my yard. They call to me every

And make me feel like I’m always
oc sncarion.

Allow me to explain.
I: goes back about four years to a trip

I lock to Florence, Italy. Check that. It
-onaally goes back about five years to
another trip — this one to Palm Springs
— the California desert.

While in Palm Springs, I just could­
n’t take my eyes off the mountains.
Variaus shades of muted browns and
uns, with sections that looked almost
pcrple in the twilight, they were like
nothing I had seen before. The moun­
tains surround you in Palm Springs.
Anytime you look up, you see them.
And I found myself looking up all the

Thai habit stayed with me when I
re&raed home and it was soon appar-

io me that Palm Springs, beautiful
— is. has nothing on Wyoming

Valley. In fact, Wyoming Valley is far
more picturesque. The earth tones of
the desert cannot compare to the lush
greens that surround us here. And do I
have to mention autumn?

Looking up helped me to appreciate
where we live in a way I hadn’t before,
and convinced me that we don’t have to
travel to far off lands to feel as though
we are on vacation. All we have to do
is open our eyes.

Dr. Christopher Brieseth, former
president of_Wilkes College, and an
historian, often incorporated into his
speeches the beauty of the Wyoming
Valley.

Dr. Brieseth was not bom here, and
maybe that is why he saw things most
of us don’t. Throughout history, he
would say, Indians fought Indians for
this land; settlers fought Indians; and
settlers fought settlers. The point is, for
hundreds of years, blood was shed for
the right to live in this valley along the
Susquehanna.

Dr. Brieseth would explain that early
settlers sent lithographs of the
Wyoming Valley back to England
where they were proudly and promi­
nently displayed in homes and offices.
People there marveled at the natural
beauty we live with every day.

As I did in Palm Springs, I let myself 

listen to the mountains’ call. I raised
my eye level and haven’t looked down
since.

Living with an awareness of the
mountains around us, I invented a little
game I call The Campbell’s Ledge
Game. As I travel around the valley, I
try to see how many places give me a
view of Campbell’s Ledge. It’s pretty
remarkable ... and often surprising. I’ll
find myself on a street I rarely travel
and I’ll swing around a bend and, wow,
there’s Campbell’s Ledge, dominating
the skyline. I’ve never been to the
upper floors of Anthracite Apartments,
but I can just imagine the view.

What Palm Springs did for my
appreciation of our mountains,
Florence, Italy, did for our churches,
particularly their steeples.

In Florence, my wife and I set out on
foot in search of the church of Santa
Maria del Fiore, commonly called The
Duomo. After walking through one
narrow, winding street after another,
we turned a comer and stopped dead in
our tracks. There before us was
Giotto’s Tower, the “campanile” or bell
tower, and behind it, The Duomo. We
were speechless. It seemed to appear
out of nowhere. Not there one moment
and overwhelming us with its beauty
the next.

Back home, I laughed at myself
when I realized for all my “looking up”
I hadn’t seen the steeples for the moun­
tains. Once I did, like Giotto’s Tower,
they too seemed to appear out of
nowhere. I’ve lived in my current
house on and off for 50 years, but the
steeples of St. Casimir’s have been
with me only the last five. “Where
were they before?” I could ask. But the
real question is “Where was I?”

The Steeple Game has enriched my
life as much as The Campbell’s Ledge.
Now that the front of St. John the
Evangelist is illuminated at night, I
often take a ride down Butler Street
and turn on Church just to see it loom­
ing before me. It’s like sitting in the
front row at the movies. The vision fills
my senses.

When on vacation, sights like these
bum themselves into our memories.
We come home and talk about them for
years. I often think that vacationers to
Wyoming Valley would feel the same
about the things I’ve described here.
And we get to enjoy them every single
day. All we have to do is look up.

Dispatch editor Ed Ackerman can be heard as
“Eddie Ackermano" on the weekly radio show
“Boeel Alley" which airs on WNAK-FM (94.3)
tonight and every Sunday from 9 p.m. to 11

Cm. Ed is a full-time professor of journalism at
rzeme County Community College. His col­

umn appears weekly In this space.



Former Wilkes president will be
featured speaker at Greenwald Lecture

at/

This year's Greenwald Lec­
ture will feature Christopher N.
Breiseth, President Emeritus of
Wilkes University and now
President and CEO of the
Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt
Institute in Hyde Park, N.Y.

The Franklin and Eleanor
Roosevelt Institute (FERI) is an
independent, not-for-profit or­
ganization created to inform
new generations of the ideals
and achievements of two of
the most important figures of
the 20th century, Franklin and
Eleanor Roosevelt, and to in­
spire the application of their
spirit of optimism and innova­
tion to the solution of current
problems.

FERI is housed in the
Franklin D. Roosevelt Library,
the nation’s first presidential
library and one of the most
important repositories of 20th
century historical material in
the world. FERI supports a va­
riety of educational and public
programs including confer­
ences, lectures and exhibits on
significant historical and con­
temporary issues, grants-in-
aid to historians, and makes a
number of prestigious aca­
demic awards.

Breiseth received his B.A. in
History from the University of
California, his Bachelor’s of
Literature from Oxford Uni­
versity in Modern British His­
tory and his Ph.D. in Modern
European Intellectual History
from Cornell University

He served as President and
Dean at Deep Springs College

in California before becoming
President of Wilkes University
in 1984. He served as President
until 2001.

He was given a Citation of
Distinction by
the Interfaith
Council of
Wyoming Val­
ley, received the
B’nai B’rith-
Community
Service Award
from the Selig­
man J. Strauss
Lodge, and the

Community Service Award
from the Anti-Defamation
League. He has been given an
Honorary Doctor of Humane
Letters by both King’s College
and College Misericordia.

He has published numerous
papers on historical topics.

The topic of Breiseth’s re­
marks will be “Franklin and
Eleanor Roosevelt: No Ordi­
nary Partnership.”

This annual lecture is spon­
sored by the Henry and Sylvia
Greenwald Endowment Fund
Lecture Series, which has been
bringing distinguished speak­
ers to the area for many years.

Henry Greenwald was a co­
founder of the law firm Rosenn,
Jenkins and Greenwald, and
was dedicated to the communi­
ty throughout his life. He
served in many public posi­
tions, and was very active at the
JCC and Temple B’nai B’rith.

The lecture will take place at
2 p.m. on Sunday, May 18 at the
JCC and is open to the public.
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Kanjprs^i welcome3 Advance PCS to area
Congressman Riul E. Kanjorski, D-ll, issued a statement on

the announcement that Advance PCS will locate a major facili­
ty in Northeastern Pennsylvania:

“Although my official duties in Washington prevent my
attendance at today's announcement that Advance PCS will
locate a major facility in Northeastern Pennsylvania, I wanted
to congratulate everyone who has participated in this impor­
tant project," Kanjorski said.

“First, I welcome the leadership of Advance PCS. Having met
with the CEO and other representatives of the company over
the years, I know how important it is for diem to have a high-
quality, productive workforce, and I know they will be pleased
with our workforce.

“Much of that workforce will come from the Wilkes Universi-
_ty School of Pharmacy. The former President of Wilkes, Dr.

Christopher Breiseth, deserves a great deal of credit for having
the foresight to take the enormous risk of creating the pharma­
cy school. Dr. Breiseth’s support for the pharmacy program was
not universally hailed at the time, but I think today’s
announcement confirms the wisdom of his decision.

___ 4
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Wilkes President
To Head Institute

Wilkes University president
Christopher N. Breiseth has ac­
cepted a position as president
and CEO of the Franklin and Ele­
anor Roosevelt Institute in Hyde
Park.N.Y. i-jjl. I |

Dr. Breiseth,'64, who will re­
tire as the fourth president of
Wilkes in June, had originally in­
tended to teach at Wilkes after a
one-year sabbatical to complete
his book on Ulysses S. Grant.

He earned a bachelor’s degree
from UCLA, a master’s degree
from Oxford University and his
doctorate from Cornell Univer­
sity. He began his teaching ca­
reer at Williams College and
Sangamon State University, now
University of Illinois at Spring­
field. He also worked in the Com­
munity Action Program at the
Office of Economic Opportunity,
Washington, D.C., completed a
Danforth post-doctoral fellowship
at the University of Chicago and
served as president and dean of
Deep Springs College, California.



WVIA eyes FDR, former Wilkes chief
Ry VAN ROSE

A
fter serving as president of
Wilkes University for 17
years, Christopher Breiseth

resigned last year. He planned to
write a book and eventually return
to Wilkes as a teacher.

However, those plans went out
the window when Breiseth was
offered the chance to become the
first president of the Franklin and
Eleanor Roosevelt Institute in Hyde
Park. N.Y.

It was an offer he couldn’t refuse.
"It was a chance to be part of liv­

ing history and to interpret the
careers of Franklin and Eleanor
Roosevelt,” Breiseth said. “They
represent American leadership at its
best.”

Tonight, WVIA-TV Channel 44
will give viewers an in-depth look at
Breiseth and his new job on “State
of Pennsylvania” at 8 p.m.

The show features a taped inter­
view between WVIA President Bill
Kelly and Breiseth from FDR’s
library, where President Clinton and
Soviet President Boris Yeltsin met
in 1996.

Viewers also will be taken on a
tour of the site, including the living
quarters where Roosevelt was bom,
and the FDR museum, where the 

president’s famous 1936 Ford con­
vertible is on display.

Later in the show, Breiseth will be
in the WVIA studio to accept phone
calls from viewers.

Throughout the tour, Breiseth
shares anecdotes about FDR and his
stormy relationship with his wife
and his mother, Sara.

“I comment on the importance of
each site and what each one meant
to Franklin and Eleanor,” Breiseth
said.

The institute is owned and oper­
ated by the National Park Service
and the National Archives. It plays
host to approximately 300,000 visi­
tors a year, according to Breiseth.

He expects even more visitors
next year.

“Since the Sept. 11 terrorist
attacks, there’s been an increased
interest in the FDR Institute,”
Breiseth said. “There appears to be
a greater need to understand things
that happened leading up to World
Warff.”

One of Roosevelt’s greatest
strengths was his realization that
America isn’t necessarily the most
popular country in the world,
Breiseth said.

“There is a lot of animosity
against us,” said Breiseth, 65, a
native of Minneapolis, Minn. “We 

don’t always see ourselves as others
see us.”

Breiseth said there are two major
reasons for that.

“We’re the most powerful country
in the world, and that stirs envy,” he
said. “People resent those who have
the ultimate power.

“Secondly, some countries feel
threatened by our equality, especial­
ly the countries that keep women
suppressed. In some places, there’s
almost an effort to keep women
totally under control.”

One of Roosevelt’s legacies is how
well he kept the public informed
during World War II with his fire­
side chats, Breiseth said. “FDR
always emphasized freedom from
fear.”

Breiseth said President Bush is
now confronted with a similar
dilemma in the face of war.

“The president needs to keep edu­
cating us, not only about the impor­
tance of securing our freedom, but
also securing the freedom of people
everywhere.”

The Roosevelt institute is a sym­
bol of freedom, Breiseth added.

“Hopeftdly, this TV show is an
opportunity for people to realize
how meaningful it is to visit Hyde
Park.”
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Widener University President Dr. Robert J. Bruce
to receive Honorary Doctorate at Wilkes Winter Commencement

Wilkes-Barre — Widener University president Dr. Robert J. Bruce will receive the

Doctorate of Humane Letters, Honoris Causa, and provide the commencement address

at Wilkes University's winter graduation ceremony on Sunday, January 21, at 2 p.m. in

the Arnaud C. Marts Sports and Conference Center.

"As we both coast toward the finish line of our eventful and long runs as college

presidents, it gives me tremendous pleasure to help honor a colleague who more than

any other in my time in Pennsylvania, embodies the values and talents required for the

leadership challenges faced by our tribe," said Wilkes president Dr. Christopher N.

Breiseth.

Bruce will retire from Widener at the conclusion of the 2000-01 academic year.

Inaugurated in September of 1981, he is the eighth president of the historic 180-year

educational institution and only the second president since Widener achieved university

status in 1979.

Under Bruce's two decades of leadership, Widener cemented a traditional

university structure by adding six schools and colleges with master's and doctoral level

programs in many disciplines, and advanced its School of Law.

-MORE-

mailto:antosh@wilkes.edu


1st Add: Widener University President to receive Honorary Doctorate from Wilkes

Widener was recently reclassified by The Carnegie Foundation as a

Doctoral/Research University-Intensive institution, a classification that connotes the

awarding of more than 20 doctoral degrees annually. Also during Bruce's

administration, Widener invested $90 million in the physical plant of its Chester, Pa. and

Wilmington, Del. campuses, acquired a third campus in Harrisburg, Pa., for the

expanded School of Law, and saw its endowment grow from $1.3 million to more than

$42 million.

Bruce, passionate about academic standards throughout his 40-year career as an

educator, historian, and administrator, helped shape the present and future of

education at all levels through his service and counsel to local, state, and federal

organizations and committees. A current trustee of Widener, Bruce also serves as

chairman for the Crozer-Keystone Health System and chairman for the Institute for

Economic Development. In October, Bruce received the United States Army's second

highest civilian medal, the Outstanding Civilian Service Medal, for helping to review,

develop, and implement policies and programs for the United States Army ROTC

Program.

A long-standing member and past chairman of the National Association of

Independent Colleges and Universities and past chairman of the Association of.

Independent Colleges and Universities of Pennsylvania, Bruce's experience and vision

has contributed to many of what are now national policies that strengthen academic

rigor and encourage institutions to conduct the business of education in an efficient and

accountable environment.

-MORE-



2nd Add: Widener University President to receive Honorary Doctorate from Wilkes

Bruce earned an A..B. from Colby College in 1959, an M.A. from the University

of Massachusetts in 1964, and an honorary L.H.D. from Widener University in 1992.

Additional academic pursuits included a Fulbright Grant, U.S. Department of State,

United Kingdom from 1964-1965; the University of Manchester, England; and Boston

University.

Bruce and Judith Garland, his wife of more than 40 years, have two children,

Kimberley Bruce Campbell and Scott Garland Bruce, and seven grandchildren.

Winter Commencement acknowledges the academic accomplishments of Wilkes

students who completed their degree requirements in the Summer and Winter of 2000.

August graduates include the awarding of 220 master's degrees, 14 bachelor's degrees,

and one pharmacy degree. January graduates include 110 master's degrees and 62

bachelor's degrees.

011601



Northeast Pennsylvania Environmental Partnership Awards presented TL- i >-
The 10th annual Northeast Pennsylvania Environmental Partnership Awards and Dinner was held at the Woodlands Inn

& Resort, Plains Township. Mark Van Putten, president and chief executive officer of the National Wildlife Federation,
was keynote speaker. Bill Scranton served as dinner chair and master of ceremonies. The event, sponsored by Wilke's
University, Pennsylvania Environmental Council, Economic Development Council of Northeastern Pennsylvania and
Procter & Gamble Paper Products Co., recognizes outstanding accomplishments and teamwork in achieving excellence in
environmental protection or conservation in Northeastern Pennsylvania. To submit a nomination for next year, call 408-
4997. The recipient of the fifth annual Thomas P. Shelburne Environmental Leadership Award was Arthur Watres,
Lacawac Sanctuary, Lake Ariel. Environmental Partnership Award recipients for 2000 were: Bruno Najaka, Sullivan
County; Lillian Theophanis, district manager of the Susquehanna County Conservation District; Lynn Conrad, executive
director of the Rail Trail Council of Northeastern Pennsylvania (Susquehanna and Lackawanna counties); Nanticoke
Conservation Club of Luzerne County; Donna Palermo, vice president of operations for the Greater Hazleton Chamber of
Commerce (Luzerne County); and Dome White, president of the Bowman's Creek Watershed Association (Wyoming and
Luzerne counties). First row, from left: Najaka; White; Watres; Palermo; Mark Makara, Nanticoke Conservation Club.
Second row: Andrew McElwaine, Pennsylvania Environmental Council; VanPutten; Christopher Breiseth, Ph.D., Wilkes
University; Howard Grossman, EDCNP; Conrad; Theophanis; Ellen Alaimo, Pennsylvania Environmental Council; Drew
Hadley, Procter & Gamble Paper Products Co.



JAMA editor participates in lecture series
Wilkes graduate and Old Forge native Dr. Catherine DeAngelis, right,

editor-in-chief of the Journal of the American Medical Association,
returned to her alma mater to participate in the second annual Distin­
guished Lecturer in the Health Science Series, held the evening prior to
Pre-Med Day 2000. At right is Dr. Christopher Breiseth, president of
Wilkes University.



Dingman tabbed Earth Conservancy chairman

A now slate of officers were

The new officers will take over
next year.

Also on the agenda was the
extension of several board mem-

By Kevin Donlin
Citizens' Voice Staff Writer

since the organization's inception.
EC Executive Director Mike

Dziak, who was himself re-elected
as the organization’s president,

elected and several current board
members’ terms were extended

called it “a momentous occasion"
and joked that Dr. Breiseth had

bers' terms, which expired this
month.

Thursday morning at a meeting of
the Earth Conservancy board of
directors,

Mark Dingman was named
chairman of the EC board, replac­
ing Wilkes University president
Dr. Christopher Breiseth, who had
served in that capacity virtually

voted himself out of the position.
“I voted the loudest,” Dr.

Breiseth responded with a laugh.
Filling out the rest of the orga­

nization’s officers, Rhea Simms
will serve as vice president; Susan
Shoval as secretary; and John D.
McCarthy Jr. as treasurer.

The board unanimously voted
three-year terms for Margaret
Bakker, Joseph Hillan, A. Peter
Kanjorski and the Rev. Thomas
O’Hara. Their new terms will
expire in December 2003. Board
member Edward Schechter, at his

See EC, page 51

EC
from page 5
own request, received a one-year
term. His term will expire Decem­
ber 2001.

In other business, Tom Ches-
nick, EC's engineering projects
manager/counsel, briefed the
board on the status of the recre­
ation park in Hanover Township.
Chesnick said the earth moving
process associated with the second
stage of the project was continuing
and was on target to be completed
by the end of the year.

“The cold weather has slowed us
down,” Chesnick said. “We’ve gone
very much according to plan.
There were some areas of subsi­
dence we needed to stabilize
before we could proceed.”

Schechter asked if any progress
had been made on finding someone
to take care of the park once it
opens.

Amy Gruzesky, EC’s director of
public affairs and development,
said meetings with the state
Department of Community and

Natural Resources and area com­
munities could be scheduled in
January to determine if there is
interest in forming a regional
authority.

“We’ve been patiently waiting
on this,” Dziak said. “It’s long
overdue.”

Dziak said the surrounding com­
munities he had spoken to about
taking care of the recreation park
were all aware of the financial
commitment which would be
required. Other private organiza­
tions have also expressed an inter­
est in care-taking duties.

“If this works out, it will be a
real jewel in this organization’s
crown,” Breiseth said of the recre­
ation park and the effort to bring
communities together.

The board also announced meet­
ing dates for 2001. There is no Jan­
uary meeting. The meetings will
be held Feb. 1, March 1, April 5,
May 3, June 7, July 5, Aug. 2, Sept.
6, Oct. 4, Nov. 1, and Dec. 6. All
meetings begin at 8 a.m. and are
held at EC’s offices, 101 S. Main
St., Ashley.
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University Welcomes
Dr. Catherine DeAngelis

i-'jXlr
Wilkes University recently welcomed Dr. Catherine DeAngelis, editor-ln-chlef of the Journal of the
American Medical Association, who was the school’s 2000 Distinguished Lecturer In the Health Sci­
ences. Here, Dr. DeAngelis, an Old Forge native and a Wilkes alumna, takes a moment with university
president Dr. Christopher N. Brelseth.
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Anti-Defamation League honors Breiseths
The Anti-Defamation League presented its Distinguished Community
Service Award to Christopher Breiseth, Ph.D., and Jane Breiseth on May 3.
Eugene Roth, Esq., presented the award at the League's dinner at the
Woodlands Inn & Resort, Plains Township. The Breiseths were cited for
their public service in northeastern Pennsylvania. Mrs. Breiseth is the pres­
ident of the Wyoming Valley Interfaith Council. Mr. Breiseth is president of
Wilkes University and also serves as chairman of the Board of Directors of
the Earth Conservancy. Connie Roth and Joseph Savitz, Esq., were co-
chairpersons of the affair. Rabbi Larry Kaplan, Temple Israel, gave the
invocation, and the Rev. Dr. Robert Zanicky, pastor, First Presbyterian
Church of Wilkes-Barre, gave the benediction. Barry Morrison, regional
director of the Anti-Defamation League, gave a report. Joseph J. Savitz,
Esq., served as master of ceremonies, and Corby Swan, Wilkes University,
sang "The Star-Spangled Banner." From left: the Breiseths, Roth and
Savitz.



Breiseths to be honored Wednesday
Christopher Breiseth, Ph.D., and Jane M. Breiseth will receive the Distin­
guished Community Service Award from the Anti-Defamation League at
a dinner at 6:15 p.m. Wednesday at the Woodlands Inn & Resort, Plains
Township. The award is given to recognize individuals whose public
service has enriched community life and strengthened democratic prac­
tices. Dr. Breiseth is president of Wilkes University. Jane Breiseth is pres­
ident of the Wyoming Valley Interfaith Council. Both have devoted many
hours to public service in northeastern Pennsylvania and exemplify
those qualities which the Anti-Defamation League honors. Reservations
may be made by contacting the Jewish Community Center at 824-4646.
At a planning session are, from left: J. Michael Lennon, Ph.D., invitations;
Carol Greenwald, dinner arrangements, Heidi Roth, door; Marjorie
Ufberg, seating arrangements. |.oq



Breiseth honored for service
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A true Colonel in spirit and heart, Wilkes University President
Christopher Breiseth was given a tribute Saturday in a
ceremony before the school's homecoming football game.
Breiseth, who will retire July 1, 2001 holds the second-longest
tenure at the school -17 years. He is surpassed by Wilkes
University founding father Eugene Farley.



Editorial

Dr. Chris Breiseth,
a great citizen of
our ‘college town’
Educator, economic advocate,
administrator and exemplar

One of the most distinguished groups ever to assem­
ble in the meeting room of The Citizens’ Voice was a
delegation last month made up of the presidents of six
area institutions of higher learning.

The presidents were those of Wilkes University,
King’s College, College Misericordia, Luzerne County
Community College, Penn State Hazleton and Penn
State Wilkes-Barre.

The longest-serving president among this distin­
guished group was the president of Wilkes University,
Dr. Christopher Breiseth.

For 16 years
Dr. Breiseth this week announced he will retire next

summer, after 16 years, from the university.
During these 16 years, Dr. Breiseth has been a leader

and a light in this community - as an administrator, as
an advocate for economic development, as a man of
principle, as an educator.

By way of his direction, Wilkes College was trans­
formed into Wilkes University - its curriculum steered
toward the future, its campus made wonderfully func­
tional and attractive.

By way of his involvement, the area-wide initiative
called Earth Conservancy rescued a huge amount of
mine-damaged land and put it into position to draw new
business and industry. .

Because he has stood strong and helped show the
way, this area has moved forward toward a new view
of interpersonal relationships - between people of dif­
ferent faiths, between people of different races, among
all.

Because he has always, at heart, been a teacher and
student, he has been a companion in innumerable
insightful conversations with thousands of area people.
From students, to parents, to friends. From history, to
sports, to politics.

True to form
In announcing his retirement, Dr. Breiseth stayed

true to his admirable form.
“In many ways, the best years of my life have been

those at Wilkes. I am immensely proud of what we
accomplished together - the trustees, faculty, staff, stu­
dents, alumni and many friends of the university.” ■

He has the right to be proud.
If our area is a college town there is no doubt that Dr.

Christopher Breiseth is one of our most outstanding cit­
izens.

In fact, it was in conversations with Dr. Breiseth that
the idea of our area as a community of learning
became clear to us and became one of this newspaper’s
editorial themes.

For this, and for all he has done to steer a great uni­
versity, for the great cause of education, for the
Greater Wyoming Valley we salute Dr. Christopher
Breiseth.




