
WILKES REDEDICATES CAPIN HALL — Wilkes University recently'
rededicated Capin Hall after four months of renovations totalling
more than $400,000. Shown cutting the ribbon at the rededication
ceremony are, from left: Gene Roth, Robert S. Capin and Dr.
Christopher N. Breiseth.



■ HISTORY
Lincoln biography provides
personal, accessible portraitlt
CHRISTOPHER H. BREISETH
Special to The Timos Loader

Professor David Donald of
Harvard, at the twilight of a
distinguished historical
career that for more than half
a century has focused on
Abraham Lincoln and the era
of the Civil War, has given us
a portrait of the sixteenth
president from Lincoln's point
of view.

In
‘■Lincoln".
Donald
looks at the
evidence
and the
personal
experiences
upon which
Lincoln's
own
perspectives
were

Abraham Uncoin formed, not
only as president but
throughout his life from the
earliest days as a boy in
Kentucky and Indiana.

The biographer’s declared
purpose is to understand
rather than tojudge Lincoln.

Donald draws upon the
major interpretative works in
recent Lincoln scholarship, as
well as upon Lincoln's own
voluminous writings
(enhanced by the newly
collected records of his long
and extensive legal career).
The final portrait of Lincoln is
clear, human and accessible.

The Lincoln that emerges is
seen in terms of his times, not
ours.

Donald demonstrates how
Lincoln, an Illinois lawyer for
many years, struggled with
slavery from his political days
in Springfield to the final
moments of his life before the
assassination on April 14,
1865. Rather than Judge
Lincoln by our contemporary
perspectives on slavery and
race, Donald traces Lincoln's
growing awareness of "the
peculiar Institution” of slavery
from the 1800s to his role In
forming the new Republican
Party and his fervent and
successful efforts as president
to abolish slavery to help win
the war and save the Union.

What Donald accomplishes
by focusing on Lincoln's own
understanding of himself and
his opportunities along the
wav is to portray a man of the 

humblest origins, who
developed remarkable
strengths and ambitions that
marvelously matched the
needs of the “house divided”
at its moment of supreme
crisis.

By seeing the Civil War
from Lincoln’s vantage and
the response to him by those
interacting with him (his
cabinet, the Republicans in
Congress, his generals, and
the lords of the press), Donald
charts his growth as a
political leader. He clearly
explains Lincoln's emergence
from a beleaguered first term
to his triumph as a re-elected
president (the first since
Andrew Jackson),
commanding a victorious
army and navy, saving the
Union and ending slavery.

He was at the very peak of
his power and achievement as
a leader. Donald emphasizes,
on the evening when John
Wilkes Booth’s bullet
delivered Lincoln “to the
ages.”

Perhaps the most original
dimension of this study is the
extensive presentation of
Lincoln's legaJcarrer',’ The
rigorous, rational habits of
mind and contact with people
of every station strengthened
in Lincoln the powers of
articulation, of language, and
persuasion that characterized
his political leadership.

Lincoln’s ability
throughout his life to work
with those who had opposed
him and to harness their
talents to the common cause
reflected a man with a
remarkable inner confidence
in his own vision and
Judgment This quality was
critical to his leadership
during the first two years of
the war when the Northern
military defeats seemed
unending.

One comes as close to
Lincoln as is possible in a
single volume through
Professor Donald's
remarkable biography.

Christopher N. Brelseth is
president of Wilkes University.
A former professor of history at
Sangamon State University in
Illinois, he has published
several essays on Abraham
Lincoln and the Civil War era.



LOCAL DIGEST

■ WILKES-BARRE
Council to honor Wilkes chief '

The Wyoming Valley Interfaith Council
will honor Wilkes University President Dr.
Christopher N. Breiseth at a noon
luncheon on Monday in the East Mountain
Inn, Wilkes-Barre.

He will receive the council’s Citation of
Distinction for Devoted Service to the
Cause of Human Welfare.



DER io fund several reclamation
projects on Conservancy property
By SHANNON McNULTY
Citizens' Voice Staff Writer

The state Department of En­
vironmental Resources will fund
several reclamation projects on
Earth Conservancy land. Four of
those projects with priority status
and will be started in the next few
months.

The four projects, outlined
Thursday at the Earth Conservan­
cy Land Use Planning Commit­
tee's second meeting, involve fill­
ing strip mines in Wanamie, New­
port Township, Hanover Town­
ship, Sugar Notch and on Curry
Hill, Plymouth Township.

Mike Dziak, chief executive of­
fice of the Earth Conservancy,
said DER has agreed to fund these
reclamation projects, but the
permit process will delay it for
several months.

The conservancy will also start
reclamation projects in Laurel
Run (strip mine), another in
Sugar Notch (culm removal), and
soil replacement project near the
campus of Luzerne County Com­
munity College, by spring.
“This is like a dream come

true,” said Dr. Christopher
Breiseth, president of the Earth
Conservancy board of directors.

After years of delays, the Earth
Conservancy projects are finally
underway.

After delivering a brief explana­
tion of the Earth Conservancy’s
birth and its first tumultuous
years prior to acquiring the land,
Breiseth told the committee mem­
bers their openness was “a breath
of fresh air.”

Hesaid, “Fullcoverageof
(planning committee) meetings is
one of the best things that hap­
pened to the Earth Conservancy
since it started.”

The conservancy board of direc­
tors does not meet in public. Even

Christopher Breiseth
though the Land Use Planning
Committee agreed to open its
meetings to the public, there were
only two observers at yesterday’s
session.

Breiseth told the committee they
must take a holistic view of the
land and its impact on all of Lu­
zerne County. He said the 17,000 

acres of conservancy land, which
was stuck in bankruptcy for
almost two decades, worked like
Berlin Wall in Luzerne County,
separating the prosperous and
sections of the county and preven­
ting growth.

"It created barriers here as pro­
found as if they were mountains,”
said Breiseth.

As the Earth Conservancy tries
to reach its goal of becoming self
sufficient, the board is in­
vestigating ways to generate funds
through resources on the land.
This includes maintaining leases
with companies that do business
on conservancy land, including
Northampton Fuel Co., which
lease Earth Conservancy property
in Hanover Township. The conser­
vancy generates $140,000 per year
through that lease.

The conservancy is entering the
second phase of its land sales
project. Seventeen small parcels
were sold during the first phase.
These properties went to people
who have had an interest in land
near their homes for many years,
but were unable to purchase it
because of the Blue Coal
bankruptcy proceedings.



Local Guest Commentary tl a/io/^-r
To teach all children, we must learn to value them
By ABIGAIL BREISETH

I have recently returned from the first
Teach For America Alumni Summit,
held in Washington. D.C.. and I

want to share some of the impressions I
came away with.

But first, I should explain what TFA
is. Teach For America is a corps of
teachers founded in 1989 to address
teacher shortages in urban and rural

areas. Each corps
member makes a
commitment to
teach for two years
at his or her as­
signed school in ar­
eas such as New
York City, rural
Louisiana. Baton
Rouge, the Rio
Grande Valley.
Houston, and Oak­

land, among many others.
I taught third grade for three years in

South Central Los Angeles and had an
experience which has changed my life
forever.

I will always be an advocate for chil­
dren because of it.

I am very proud of TFA and the
500,000 young lives we have touched in
our classrooms, but I am appalled by
the continuing inadequacies of our
school system and the self-destructive
lack of concern we collectively show for
our children. Some of the depressing
facts we learned at the summit are:

■ American children who don’t hap­
pen to be white are less likely to be im­
munized against polio than children in
47 other countries, among them
Botswana, Sri Lanka and Albania.

□ At age ' 17, only one-half of all
American students can do math prob­
lems involving fractions, decimals, or
percentages. Fewer than half can read a
paragraph and explain it. Fewer than
one quarter can write a persuasive let­
ter.

Virtually all nine-year-olds can name

Abigail Brelscth

6 Ignorance is much
more expensive than
education. All children
can leam if only we will
teach them. 99

Columbus’ ships but can’t explain why
they sailed.

Virtually all 13-year-olds can de­
scribe, in graphic detail, how Lincoln
died but can’t explain why he fought the
Civil War:

□ American children who are not
white or are poor arc on average, six
months below grade level by the time
they reach third grade, and are three
years behind by 12th grade.

The statistics continue, but it is al­
ready clear that we are grossly negligent
of all our children, especially the poor
ones. Intelligent people should not be so
shortsighted, by refusing to educate
any child and thus choosing to stunt
him or her. We are undermining our fu­
ture.

How can we address this problem
which seems so frighteningly huge?

In the political realm, we can recog­
nize and applaud the actions taken by
the Clinton Administration and demand
more of the same.

The president’s national youth ser­
vice initiative created Americorps, the
new domestic service corps.

Teach For America has become one
of the member organizations of Ameri­
corps, and so I can vouch for the effi­
cacy of this government program.
Among other positive steps, Clinton has
also improved the National Direct Stu­
dent Loan program, making it easier for
more students to go to college.

In direct contrast, the Republican
Contract with America proposes that
Head Start be cut in half and 10 billion
dollars be cut from student loan pro­

grams. They would do this by making
college students pay interest on their
federal loans while still in school, thus
increasing the cost of college by a pro­
hibitive $3,400.

Also. George Stephanopoulos, who
got up early on a Saturday morning to
speak to us. predicted that Americorps
would be an easy target. It’s new and
ft’s small, he said, and there is already1
grumbling about canceling it.

TFA would be devastated. Some chil­
dren we serve don’t Just need good,
teachers, they need teachers period,
and would be back to changing substi­
tute teachers every few weeks.

In the personal realm, we can be vol­
unteers In local schools, be tutors, and
pay attention to the needs of all the chil­
dren in our towns — not Just the ones in
our houses. We can be visible and be In­
volved.

Those of us who care about children
and. pragmatically speaking, that

should be all of us. must raise our voic­
es. If we don’t, the education of all chil­
dren will continue to deteriorate. The
numbers of poor children are rising i
even as their health and education fail
even further below our abysmal na­
tional averages, creating an ever-in­
creasing drain on public resources.

Ignorance is much more expensive
than education. I learned in Los Ange­
les. from some of America’s most disad­
vantaged children, that all children can
leam if only we will teach them. All chil­
dren are worth it.

There is an African proverb which
says, “It takes a whole village to raise a
single child." I add to that my assertion
that it only takes a single child to save
or destroy the village. We must choose
whether to be. saved or destroyed, and
we must choose decisively.

There is not a moment to lose.

Abigail Breiseth is currently a student
at Wilkes University. AJter graduating
from the University of Chicago, she
taught in Los Angeles for three years
and in Hungary  for one year.
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Communications policy linked to economic prosperity
I would like to balance comments

recently made by Dr. Christopher Bre-
iseth (Nov. 14) and Richard M. Walsh
(Dec. 19) concerning the Importance of
'telecommunications to the common­
wealth. My views come from the per­
spective of living in a small town and
having dealt with this issue for almost
10 years — long before most under­
stood the importance of telecom tech­
nology.

As a personal friend of Gov. Robert
P. Casey, Walsh held the position of
adviser to the governor on telecommu­
nications and technology. Both have
done a commendable job (along with
the Legislature) of advancing telecom­
munications at the state and local lev­
els. If Pennsylvania is to keep up with
technology's rapid advances, Gov.-elect
Tom Ridge must elevate the telecom
adviser’s position to cabinet-level Sta­
tus.

In the most economically successful
states, there is a correlation between
their telecommunication policies and
activities and economic prosperity. This
prosperity is encouraged and promoted
by an individual who communicates di­
rectly with the Governor. Telecommuni­
cation activities can be a tool to in­
crease Pennsylvania's competitiveness
if a person has the authority to aggres­
sively advocate and promote its use
and integration statewide.

Concerning the creation of a net­
work, one currently exists that does
quite well and is very reliable — the
existing Public Switched Network. We
also have the existing cable TV infra­
structure and wireless systems. Creat­
ing new networks is less efficient and
effective and available only to people
and places (hat can pay for it. The ex­
isting Public Network should be en­
hanced to provide video, data and voice
to every part of the commonwealth, in­
cluding the rural and inner-city areas.

Telecommunication polices now be­
ing developed work for 70 percent to
80 of the people who live in the more
densely populated areas (excluding the
Inner city). Unfortunately I am the ad­
ministrator of a small town in rural
Pennsylvania which will not be served
by an enhanced telecommunication sys­
tem soon because we do not have the
density to make it economically feasi­
ble. The problem applies equally to the
inner city because they do not have ad­
equate buying power.

Gerry Depo
Bloomsburg



Inter faith Council To Cite

18704-0112.

civic organizations which in­
clude the Osterhout Free Li­
brary, Leadership Wilkes-Barre,
the United Way and the Greater
Wilkes-Barre ‘Partnership.
Within the business community
he has worked to foster develop--
ment and economic growth in
northeastern Pennsylvania.

He has also been instrumental Popky, PO Box 1112, Kingston,
in developing ways in which .

The Wyoming Valley Inter­
faith Council will recognize
Christopher N. Breiseth, Ph.D.,
president of Wilkes University,
at a luncheon Tuesday at noon at
the East Mountain Inn, Wilkes-
Barre, for his ideals of human

.dignity, compassion and friend­
ship among all peoples.

Breiseth will receive the coun­
cil’s Citation of Distinction ■ for
Devoted Service to the Cause of

■ Human Welfare at the luncheon.
President of Wilkes since 1984,

'Breiseth has had an impact on
the university and the commu-
.nity ds a . constant advocate for
the strong alliance that exists
between the two.

He has been a leader in many

Head of Wilkes University
■ 7I I H ‘V^£cational institutions in the

Wyoming Valley can work to­
gether to pool resources for the
benefit of all'students. His lead­
ership is credited with the
achievement that moved Wilkes
to university status in 1990.

The Wyoming Valley Inter­
faith Council was established in
1977 by leaders of the Protestant,
Catholic and Jewish faith. The
council celebrates the diversity
of the Wyoming Valley, while
educating the public on social
values and providing a structure
to strenghten ecumenism.

The luncheon cost is $15.
Checks may be sent to Martin

CHRISTOPHER
N. BREISETH
Achievements

recognized



■ HISTORY
Lincoln biography provides
personal, accessible portrait
CHRISTOPHER N. BREISETH
Special to The Timos Loader

Professor David Donald of
Harvard, at the twilight of a
distinguished historical
career that for more than half
a century has focused on
Abraham Lincoln and the era
of the Civil War, has given us
a portrait of the sixteenth
president from Lincoln’s point
of view.

In
“Lincoln".
Donald
looks at the
evidence
and the
personal
experiences
upon which
Lincoln’s
own
perspectives
were
formed, not 

only as president but
throughout his life from the
earliest days as a boy In
Kentucky and Indiana.

The biographer's declared
purpose Ls to understand
rather than tojudge Lincoln.

Donald draws upon the
major Interpretative works In
recent Lincoln scholarship, as
well as upon Lincoln’s own
voluminous writings
(enhanced by the newly
collected records of his long
and extensive legal career).
The final portrait of Lincoln Is
clear, human and accessible.

The Lincoln that emerges is
seen in terms of his times, not
ours.

Donald demonstrates how
Lincoln, an Illinois lawyer for
many years, struggled with
slavery from his political days
in Springfield to the final
moments of his life before the
assassination on April 14.
1865. Rather than Judge
Lincoln by our contemporary
perspectives on slavery and
race, Donald traces Lincoln's
growing awareness of “the
peculiar institution" of slavery
from the 1800s to his role in
forming the new Republican
Party and his fervent and
successful efforts as president
to abolish slavery to help win
the war and save the Union.

What Donald accomplishes
by focusing on Lincoln’s own
understanding of himself and
his opportunities along the
way is to portray a man of the 

humblest origins, who
developed remarkable
strengths and ambitions that
marvelously matched the
needs of the "house divided"
at its moment of supreme
crisis.

By seeing the Civil War
from Lincoln’s vantage and
the response to him by those
interacting with him (his
cabinet, the Republicans In
Congress, his generals, and
the lords of the press). Donald
charts his growth as a
political leader. He clearly
explains Lincoln’s emergence
from a beleaguered first term
to his triumph as a re-elected
president (the first since
Andrew Jackson).
commanding a victorious
army and navy, saving the
Union and ending slavery.

He was at the very peak of
his power and achievement as
a leader. Donald emphasizes,
on the evening when John
Wilkes Booth's bullet
delivered Lincoln "to the
ages."

Perhaps the most original
dimension of this study is the
extensive presentation of
Lincoln’s legal career. The
rigorous, rational habits of
mind and contact with people
of every station strengthened
In Lincoln the powers of
articulation, of language, and
persuasion that characterized
his political leadership.

Lincoln's ability
throughout his life to work
with those who had opposed
him and to harness their
talents to the common cause
reflected a man with a
remarkable Inner confidence
in his own vision and
Judgment. This quality was
critical to his leadership
during the first two years of
the war when the Northern
military defeats seemed
unending.

One comes as close to
Lincoln as Is possible In a
single volume through
Professor Donald’s
remarkable biography.

Christopher N. Bretseth. Is
president of Wilkes University.
A former professor of history at
Sangamon State University tn
Illinois, he has published
several essays on Abraham
Lincoln and the Civil War era.



LOCAL DIGEST

■ WILKES-BARRE
Council to honor Wilkes chief

The Wyoming Valley Interfaith Council
will honor Wilkes University president
Christopher N. Breiseth at a noon
luncheon on Monday in the East Mountain
Inn. Wilkes-Barre.

He will receive the council’s Citation of
Distinction for Devoted Service to the
Cause of Human Welfare.



Interfaith Council will honor Dr. Breiseth
The Wyoming Valley Interfaith Council luncheon

will be held Monday, Nov. 20, at noon at the East
Mountain Inn.

A citation of distinction for devoted service to the
cause of human welfare will be conferred upon Dr.
Christopher N. Breiseth, president of Wilkes Uni­
versity at the hinchon. Each year an outstanding
member of the community is selected as the
honoree.

Members of the Interfaith Council include, from
the left, seated: Sister Siena Finley, RSM; Pauly
Friedman, vice president; Monsignor Thomas V.
Banick, president; Ronald A. Honeywell, secre­
tary; Dr. Roy Morgan and Rabbi Michael Joseph;
standing, Muriel Baltimore, Mary M. Quinn, Sally
Connor, Steve Schoenwetter, Rabbi James Mi­
chaels, the Rev. C. Frank Terhune, Helen O’Connor
and Rose Johnson, chairperson.



Local colleges hold key
to Wilkes-Barre’s future

During his winning campaign for
county commissioner, Republican Jo­
seph "Red" Jones vowed to get the
county’s big-wigs In government, edu­
cation, health care, media and other
fields together for regular meetings.

Here’s a theme for the first one:
Why isn't Wilkes-Barre a college

town?
Now, there’s a question worthy of the

county’s finest minds.
Think of it. Within a few miles of

Wilkes-Barre are five Institutions of
higher learning, offering everything
from associates' to masters’ degrees and
keeping 10,000 to 20,000 full- and
part-time students cracking the books.
Toss In several hundred highly edu­
cated faculty, and you've got cause to
wrap Ivy around the City of Wilkes-
Barre seal.

As y/llkes University,, president
Christopher Brefseth recently put It.
"How many colleges does It take to
make this a college town?"

Well, more than five, apparently. Be­
cause Wilkes-Barre Is anything but a
college town. The city’s lone downtown
bookstore Is closing. Few or no down­
town shops carry college mugs, sweat­
shirts and oilier souvenirs. No "college 

district" to speak of caters to the mor­
tarboard set.

Worst of all. the city's Image refuses
to rise above Its tough anthracite past.

That can and should change.
Local officials should figure out how

to take better advantages of the colleges
In our midst. Could the colleges' re­
search labs help anchor new high-tech
business developments? Can more
Wilkes and King’s students be drawn
Into downtown Wilkes-Barre? Why do
seemingly so few students shop there
now?

Maybe a special bus could run the
circle of the five campuses to encourage
students at one school to take classes at
another. Maybe officials could visit
other American college towns to learn
their secrets.

And not maybe, but surely a hun­
dred other ideas could be brainstormed
once the college-town Idea takes hold
among local leaders.

College towns tend to be America’s
most pleasant, prosperous and suc­
cessful communities. Wilkes-Barre and
the entire Wyoming Valley should con­
sider embracing the college-town label,
then doing whatever it takes to make
the label fit.



Wyoming Valley Interfaith Counaftohonor Wilkes University president Nov. 20
Schools & Colleges

The Wyoming Valley Inlerfailh
Council will recognize^Vjlkes Uni-

jversitv President Christopher N.
Breiseth at a luncheon Monday,
Nov. 20, noon, at the East Moun­
tain Inn for his "high ideals of
human dignity, compassion and
friendship among all peoples."

Breiseth will receive the Coun­
cil's "Citation of Distinction for
Devoted Service to the Cause of

Human Welfare" at the communi­
ty interfaith luncheon.

President of Wilkes since 1984,
Breiseth has had an enormous im­

pact on both the university and the
community.

He has been a leader in many
civic organizations which include
the Osterhout Free Library, Lead­
ership Wilkes-Barre, United Way
of Wyoming Valley, and Greater
Wilkes-Barre Partnership.

He has also worked to foster de­
velopment and economic growth
in Northeastern Pennsylvania

Breiseth has
been instrumen­
tal in developing
ways in which
educational in­
stitutions in the
Wyoming Valley
c a n w o r k
together to pool
resources for the
benefit of all
students. Breiseth

His leadership is credited with
the achievement that moved
Wilkes to university status in 1990

The Wyoming Valley Interfaith
Council was established in 1977 by
local leaders of the Protestant
Catholic and Jewish faiths. Since
then, it has grown to embrace
many more It celebrates the
diversity of the Wyoming Valley
while educating the public on
social values and providing a
structure to strengthen
ecumenism

The public is invited to the
luncheon with cost of $15 Checks
can be sent to Martin Popky, PO
Box 1112, Kingston. PA. 18704*0112
For more information, call Tem­
ple B'nai B'nth at 237-9606



INTERFAITH COUNCIL PLANS ANNUAL LUNCHEON — The Interfaith Council of Wyoming Valley will
hold its annual Community Interfaith Luncheon starting at noon on Monday, Nov. 20. at the East
Mountain Inn, Wilkes-Barre. The "Wyoming Valley Citation of Distinction" will be conferred upon Dr.
Christopher N. Breiseth, president of Wilkes University,.for his leadership in the community. Reservations
for the luncheon are $15 per person"and can beTnade to: Wyoming Valley Interfaith Council, c/o Martin
Popky, P.O. Box 1112, Kingston, Pa. 19704-0112 no later than Nov. 10. For more information, call
Temple B'nai B'rith at 287-9606. Pictured, seated, from left, are: Sr. Siena Finley, R.S.M.; Rose
Johnston, Pauly Friedman, Sally Connor, Sister Maureen Harrison. Standing: Rabbi Michael Joseph,
Judge Peter Paul Olszewski, The Rev. Frank Terhune, Monsignor Thomas V. Banick, president; Muriel
Baltimore, Ron Honeywell, Ian Richardson, Martin Poppy and Steven Schoenwetter.



Wyoming Valley
Interfaith Council
to honor Breiseth..

77-
The Wyoming Valley Interfaith Council

plans to recognize Wilkes University Presi-
dent Christopher N. Breiseth at noon Mon-

Christopher Brelcoth

day, Nov. 20, at the East
Mountain Inn. Wilkes-
Barre.

Breiseth. who has
served as Wilkes Univer­
sity’s president since
1984, will receive the
council’s Citation of Dis­
tinction for Devoted Ser­
vice to the Cause of Hu­
man Welfare.

The cost of the luncheon is $15 per per­
son. Checks may be made to Martin Pop-
ky, P.O. Box 1112, Kingston, 18704-0112.
Interested persons can call Temple B’nal
B’rith at 287-9606 for more information.

The Wyoming Valley Interfaith Council
was established in 1977 by local Protes­
tant, Catholic and Jewish leaders.



Drinking on campus
is topic on WVIA ’s
call-in show tonight

WVIA-TV Channel 44's “State
of Pennsylvania" will probe the is­
sue of drinking on college cam­
puses tonight at 8.

Host Bill Kelly will take viewer
calls.

The live show will feature Dr.
Christopher N. Brelseth. presi­
dent of Wilkes University, and Dr.
Jessica Sledge Kozloff, president
of Bloomsburg University, as well
as Jane Lampe-Groh, dean of stu­
dents at Wilkes, and H. Preston
Herring, vice president for stu­
dent life at Bloomsburg.

Once, campuses were off-limits
to police unless the colleges gave
officials permission to Investigate
student drinking. Now. what was
once considered a “normal" part
of the campus scene has become
front-page news across the na­
tion.

Taped Interviews of students
from both Wilkes University and
Bloomsburg University will pro­
vide will provide the student voice
in what has become a dlsconcejt-
ingproblem^ . a. . f I/?/ i
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WV1A-TV to address the drinking problem on college campuses
Is it a right of passage? Is it a

tradition that spans decades? Or
is it a practice that has such
severe repercussions that cause
health and life-long psychological
problems and, in some cases,
death?

WVIA-TV’s “State of Pennsyl­
vania” will ask these questions
and more tonight (Oct. 4) at 8
p.m. The live show will pose ques­
tions about booze on college cam­
puses to two university presidents
and their student-life representa­
tives.

Host Bill Kelly will take viewer
telephone calls regarding ques­
tions about the age-old problem of 

young adults letting off steam ver­
sus uncontrolled behavior extend­
ing to surrounding communities.

The panel will consist of Dr.
Christopher N. Breiseth, president
of Wilkes University; Jane
Lampe-Groh, dean of students at
Wilkes, as well as Dr. Jessica
Sledge Kozloff, president of
Bloomsburg University, and H.
Preston Herring, vice president of
student life at Bloomsburg Uni­
versity.

Taped interviews of students
from both campuses will provide
the student voice in what has
become a disconcerting problem

that not only is found in the
microcosm of Northeastern Penn­
sylvania, but also on a national
level.

There was a time when cam­
puses were secure and very much
out of the limelight when it came
to student drinking. The campus
was a safe-haven meaning police
could not encroach without per­
mission from the college. But,
times have changed. What was
considered a "normal" part of the
campus scene has become front­
page news. Has the educational
system failed? Have students
changed so drastically? Or is the 

public eye more focused so that
the incidents are reported more
often than in the past?

These questions and more will
be addressed tonight on WVIA-
TV's “State of Pennsylvania.

Is it a right of Passage
Or an uncontrollable social ill?

Alcohol on Our College Campuses

Studio guests - From Wilkes-University: Dr. Christopher N.
Breiseth and Jane Lampe-Groh;
from Bloomsburg University: Dr. Jessica Sledge
Kozloff and H. Preston Herring. Bill Kelly is f

Tonight at 8 p.m.
Call in your question — 1-800-326-9842

This ad made possible by PPTN

W
public
television



Tom Bigler, Wilke* professor of communication*, and Dr. Tom
Baldlno, Wilke* professor and chairperson of political science,
mingle with Bevoriy Hlscox, '58, Wilkes University Trustee, and
Harold Hlscox Esq., *51.

ie 'limes Leader, vviiKes-Darre, r«, aunuay, iviay eo, laaa

n at the lecture series reception are, from left: Dr. Doris
ns Goodwin, Keith Rosenn Esq., his father, the Honorable
Rosenn, and Wilkes University President Dr. Christopher N.
eth

>m left are brothers and sisters, from left Harold Rosenn,
rence Weinberg, the Honorable Max Rosenn and Lillian
ftelbaum, all of Kingston

Pulitzer Prize winner
is speaker at Wilkes

Members of the local commu­
nity had the chance to meet Pu­
litzer Prize winner Dr. Doris
Kearns Goodwin recently at the
14th annual Max Rosenn Lecture
In Law and Humanities, held at
Wilkes University.

Dr. Goodwin is the recipient of
the 1995 Pulitzer Prize In history
for her book. "No Ordinary Time:
Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt:
The Home Front During World
Warn."

As the Rosenn Lecture guest
speaker, Dr. Goodwin spoke to an
audience of more than 500 people
about FDR and other presidents 

in her lecture. "The Private Lives
of Public Figures (FDR. JFK and
LBJ).”

The Max Rosenn Lecture In
Law and Humanities began in
1980, the year the Honorable Max
Rosenn celebrated his 10th anni­
versary as Judge of the U.S. Couri
of Appeals for the Third Circuit.

That year, In recognition of th<
anniversary and appreciation fo.
his many contributions to th<
field of law, to the U.S. Judiclar
system and to the quality of life li
Pennsylvania, Rosenn’s family
former law clerk and other friend
initiated the lecture series.



Arana foes question board’s integrity
□ Critics say the county’s
election panel is bias. But
members defend their objectivity’,
promising a fair hearing into
alleged vote fraud.
By MITCH MORRISOH_________________
Timos Loader Staff Writer

WILKES-BARRE — Monday's Luzerne
County Election Board hearing into al­
leged vote fraud during the May 16 arena
referendum will make history.

It will be the first such hearing held in
Luzerne County — and possibly the
state. But the hearing's novelty isn't si­
lencing arena critics, still relishing a 77-
vote recount victory against using county
money to help fund the $41.2 million
project.

The critics — including radio talk
show host Fred Williams, Taxes No chair­
man John Gibbons and many citizens
belonging to taxpayer groups — question
the objectivity of the three board mem­
bers and its acting solicitor.

Critics say board members and Bic so­
licitor have at least one strike each
against them.

□ As county commissioner, Rose
Tucker is required by state law to sit on
the board. Normally, she would be Joined
by colleagues Frank Crossin and Jim

Phillips, but they were removed because
they are seeking re-election.

’ Critics point out that Tucker. 65, cam­
paigned for the arena and has already
stated publicly that the arena's results
should be thrown out and commissioners
should decide the project's fate.

□ Ruth Hughes. 34, is a private attor­
ney and board president at Victims Re­
source Center. Critics say she can't be
fair because her husband. Richard
Hughes, is a former county assistant dis­
trict attorney who worked for District At­
torney Peter Paul Olszewski Jr. Olsze­
wski is investigating voting irregularities
on the arena referendum.

□ Jane Elmes-Crahall. 44. Is a ten­
ured associate professor of communica­
tions at Wilkes University and is a board
member of the local LcSgue of Women
Voters.

Critics say Elmes-Crahall's credibility
is tainted because Wilkes President
Christopher Breiseth publicly endorsed
the arena question. This suggests, their
argument goes, that Breiseth would fire
Elmes-Crahall if she certified the arena's
defeat.

□ Nell O’Donnell, 33. is an assistant
county solicitor who last year ran unsuc­
cessfully for state Senate. Critics, Includ­
ing Taxes No attorney Bruce Marks, say
as an active Democrat, O'Donnell might
conduct the evidentiary hearing in a way 

to please party bosses who favor the pro­
ject.

Board members defend their objectiv­
ity and promise a fair and thorough hear­
ing.

"I want to hear the truth from both
sides," Tucker said. "Wc'rc going to be
acting as a Jury. Jt probably won't be an
easy call."

O'Donnell said. "I'll be enormously
fair, and, while I'm active in the Demo­
cratic party, that has nothing to do to
with my function now. I'm here to do a
good Job."

The largely unheard-of board, usually
made up of Incumbent county commis­
sioners, entered the spotlight last week
when It announced It would launch an
evidentiary hearing based on findings by
Olszewski.

The district attorney's office has re­
ported that at least one machine was
tampered with and at least 90 voting ma­
chines were poorly prepared — the ballot
question sheets in the machines could be
moved.

Elmes-Crahall said she was surprised
when she heard WILK-AM's Williams cast
doubt on her objectivity by calling her
Tucker's puppet.

"My husband and father laughed hys­
terically," she said. "Anybody who knows
me knows I cannot be coerced. Not by
Rose Tucker, not by Dr. Breiseth."

Elmes-Crahall said she and Breiseth
have never discussed the arena, nor has
Breiseth ever approached her concerning
her role on the board of election.

“I sec ourselves as colleagues. I believe
Dr. Breiseth respects the principle of aca­
demic freedom," said Elmes-Crahall.

Elmes-Crahall and Hughes were
tapped by Luzerne County Court of Com­
mon Pleas President Judge Patrick J.
Toole Jr. in February to replace Crossin
and Phillips after the two announced
their blds for re-election.

Elmes-Crahall and Hughes defend
their Independence. Neither campaigned
nor contributed either to Taxes No or
Arena Yes. The election board Is not paid.
Tucker. Hughes and Elmes-Crahall will
be off the board after the new commis­
sioners take over in January.

Toole said he chose Hughes and Elm­
es-Crahall because of their Involvement
in the community, and he thought their
backgrounds would complement the
election board.

'They're intelligent and they know a
little bit about politics and legal aspects
associated with elections," Toole said.
"The conflict of interest accusation Is
outrageous."

Although the board will meet Monday,
there is no deadline for the members' de­
cision. according to election rules.



Forst Fidelity Bank donates $5,000 to Wilkes fund
First Fidelity Bank in Wilkes-Barre recently pre­

sented a $5,000 check to the Wilkes University An­
nual Fund Campaign. This year’s goal is $1 million,
the largest goal in Wilkes history. The campaign
ends May 31.

From the left are Gene Roth, Class of '57,
chairperson, Board of Trustees at Wilkes University;
Claire Fox, Director of Annual Giving at Wilkes; Dr.

Christopher Breiseth, Wilkes president; R. Denny
Schmidt, president, First Fidelity Bank in the
Northeast Region of PA, and Frank M. Henry,
president, Frank Martz Coach Co., Wilkes trustee
and First Fidelity Bank board member.

Wilkes uses monies raised through the Annual fund
to meet the operating budget, improve facilities, ac­
quire library resources and fund scholarships.



Pay attention to expert opinions, not supposition and hearsay, on arena .
Editor:
During the last few months, 1 have

been very impressed with the work of
Arena Yes to promote the arcna/con-
vention center.

It is disappointing, though, that
such a major effort had to be put forth
Just to convince Luzerne County that
tills is something that we ncccj.

I realize that every new Idea must be
carefully examined, but why arc the cit­
izens of Luzerne County so skeptical
and afraid of change?

Change Is necessary for growth. It
seems that If there Is a possibility that
taxes arc gjiing to be raised or results
won't be ifhmedlatc, the Idea Is practi­
cally shot down right then and there.
And why. after al! of the Information
and opinions has been sorted, are peo­
ple still listening to those who aren't 

arena experts?
How many times have Stephen Bar-

rouk and state Rep. Kevin Blaum tried
to explain that property taxes probably
won’t be raised? Yet 1 think that this is
the number one reason for opposition.

Even if taxc.s were raised. It would be
not exceed $5-$15 a year. It costs more
than that for a family to spend a night
at the movies.

1 have never seen so many of my
friends become so involved or excited
about a major community issue. We
know tliat the arena will bring good
things to the area — we arc looking
ahead.

Because of the fact that we arc not
old enough to vote or pay taxes, our
voices arc sometimes disregarded. Our
care and concern should be embraced,
though, because we will be the citizens 

and leaders of the Wyoming Valley in
the 21st century.

Please do not vote against the arena
Just because you think that a vole of no •
will save you money or that you will not
enjoy any of the benefits. A negative
vote sends a negative message to every- ’
one In Northeastern Pennsylvania and
beyond.

Most communities (including many.;
in our state) would do a great deal to get
$19.2 million from the state and
chance to revitalize their area. J

Vote yes for the arena and assure thc{ •
young people in the area tliat you bc-j
Ilcvc in the Wyoming Valley and Its fix­
ture.

Lydia Brclscth.
Siudontj •

Wilkos-Barrq ,•
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United Way Kick-Off At Wyoming Area
Plots'’ f* f_ _ _______

The education division of the 1995 United Way Campaign has begun its work to raise funds to meet
community needs in Wyoming Valley. Representatives of the Pennsylvania State Education
Association - Education Support Personnel Association (PStA-ESPA), the American Federation of
Teachers (AFT) and local school superintendents recently met at Wyoming Area High School to kick­
off their 1995 United Way Campaign. Dr. Robert Fumanti, Wyoming Area School District
Superintendent and education division co-chairman, hosted the event. The local public school districts
plan to conduct early employee solicitations during the month of August among the ESPA members
and the superintendents and administrators. Results of these’early solicitations are expected to be
reported as part of United Way's September 6th Community Campaign Kick-Off. While administrators
and support personnel are expected to engage in their first-ever early campaigns, the teachers
affiliated with the PSEA and AFT will conduct their regular solicitations during the months of
September and October. United Way representative Walter Klepaski thanked the public school
employees for their generous giving of over $121,000 to the 1994 United Way campaign. Klepaski
announced that the 1995 education division goal is $225,000, an increase over last year’s collective
goal .of $218,000. United Way’s campaign education division comprises employees and student
donations from public, private and parochial schpols, colleges and universities. Co-chairmen for the

■ 1995 education division are: Dr. Robert Fumanti/Superintendent of the Wyoming Area School District;
Dr. Christopher Breiseth, President of Wilkes University: and. Walter Glogowski, UNISERV
representative of the Pennsylvania State Education Association. Pictured are members of the PSEA-
ESPA and AFT. Seated left to right, Sheila McLaughlin, Donald Neely, Frank Orlando, Madeline

- Calabro and Charles Jackson. Standing: Diane Skianka, Clare Weir, Mary Pearce, Sandy Ostrowski,
■ Theresa Babonis and Joseph Bugden.

•>. . i



Statue of city forebear will grace new quad at Wilkes
By JOE BUTKIEWICZ

This
statue of
John Wilkes
will bo mount­
ed on a
pedestal and
stand In the
new quad at
Wilkes
University

Times Leader Staff Writer
A namesake of Wilkes-Barre will take

up residence in the city, surrounded by
a new green area in the middle oi

downtown.
Utter this month, an 8-foot

statue of John Wilkes
Will be erected on the 

campus of Wilkes
University, near the

entrance of the Eugene S.
Farley library. The likeness

will anchor the southern 
end of what will be a quad­

rangle of grass and paths that
encompasses the backyard of
nearly every building of the
block bounded by River. South.
South Franklin and
Northampton streets.

Wilkes, who lived from
1727 to 1797, was infamous 

as a radical political reformer.
publisher of caustic editorials, a
representative in Parliament sever­
al times, an opponent of the royal
government and defender of the
rights of the colonists.

"It adds a whole new dimen­
sion to downtown Wilkes-Barre."

said Wilkes president
Christopher Brelseth of the 

greenway. which is part ol a 825 million
construction project at the campus. The
ambiance of a college campus is insepa­
rable from Its effectiveness .is a place
where people can teach and lean)."

'Die potential of the Wilkes statue
came after Brelseth made a stop in
London in 1990, following a trip to
Bulgaria. The statue honoring Wilkes as
a former Lord Mayor of London was cre­
ated by British sculptor James Butler
and erected at a crossroads in 1988.

"In London. (Wilkes) Is depleted in
statue holding a resolution he intro­
duced In the spring of 1776, defending
the rights of the colonists as
Englishman." said Brelseth. “Here was
this tribute to democracy — the right to
elect governors, the right of a free press,
limits on search and seizure, the right of
the public to see the proceedings of their
elected officials.”

The Connecticut pioneers who settled
in the Wyoming Valley in the 1760s
named their town after Wilkes — and
Issac Barre, another member of
Parliament who defended the colonists
— as an act of defiance.

"Our local forebears were ready to
say something defiant to the people in
England." said Brelseth. TIMES LEADER PHOTO/FRED ADAMS

Wilkes University President Christopher Brelseth stands in front ol the Eugene S. Farley Library whore the
statue of John Wilkes will be erectedSee STATUE, Page 2C
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Statue—
(Continued from Page 1C)

Aside from a monument at the
western comer of Public Square
— just a hop, skip and a jump
from the plaque commemorating
the first broadcast of Home Box
Office — very little has been done
In the Wyoming Valley to remem­
ber Wilkes and Barre.

The statue of Wilkes weighs
1,800 pounds and will be set on a

I firmly think that
it’s going to be the
biggest thing that has
happened at Wilkes
University as far as
student satisfaction
and knitting the
university. 99

granite base, 5 and a half feet
tall. The Wilkes statue will be
dedicated on Aug. 3.1. The cost of
the project, including recasting
the original, transportation
across the Atlantic and erecting
the statue will be $70,000.

Gifts from Stephen Sordonl
and the law firm of Rosenn Jen­
kins and Greenwald supplied the
money.

The statue is being dedicated
to Judge Max Rosenn and attor­
neys Eugene Roth and Joseph J.
Savitz for their leadership at
Wilkes and In the community.
Both Roth and Savitz are alumni
of the college.

The greenway will likely be
completed in the summer of 1996
according to Wilkes staff archi­
tect Bob Saffian. A current book­
store, a former Christian Scien­
tist church, will be demolished,
as will a garage at the rear of 171
South Franklin St.

Paul O’Hop
Vico president for Business Affairs &

Auxiliary Enterprises at Wilkes

The bookstore will be moved to
a new student union, which will
be constructed on the south side
of the first block of South Street
Groundbreaking for that building
will be In the Spring of 1996 with
completion expected in early
1997.

"I firmly think that It's going to
be the biggest thing that has hap­
pened at Wilkes University as far
as student satisfaction and knit­
ting the university." said Paul
O’Hop, vice president for Busi­
ness Affairs & Auxiliary Enter­
prises at Wilkes.

“Well have a more controlled
campus. It gives the students an
opportunity for Frisbee and
stretching their legs. This will
bring it all together."

Statue salutes
Here are the events coinciding with the new statue of John Wilkes. The events

are free.
□ The unveiling will be at the annual fall Commencement/Convocation of

Wilkes University, weather permitting, on the lawn tn front of the Eugene 8. Farley
Library at 11:15 a.m. on Thursday, Aug. 31.

■ A symposium on John Wilkes follows at 2:30 p.m. in the Dorothy Dickson
Darte Center to consider the significance of Wilkes in England and America. Mod­
erated by Christopher Breiseth, president of Wilkes University, panelists include
Harold Cox, a professor of history at Wilkes; Arthur Cash, professor of English at
the State University at New York at New Platz and a noted scholar of John Wilkes;
and attorney F. Charles Petrillo, an area historian who has researched and lec­
tured on Wilkes. x

H At 8 p.m., sculptor James Butler presents an illustrated lecture on his work,
focusing on the Wilkes statue.



Vilkes-Barre, PA, Saturday, July 29,1995 iMwIqg''
W-B seeks service award nominees

Northeastern Pennsylvania; Tom Kiley, re­
tired president, First Eastern Bank; Sue
Kluger, Leadership Wilkes-Barre; The Rev.

□ Third annual awards banquet
is scheduled for September 20.

Nominations for the third annual
Wilkes-Barre City Distinguished Service
Awards Banquet arc being accepted until
Aug. 18.

The event recognizes professional, civic,
academic or athletic achievement or un­
selfish acts of heroism. Current and for­
mer students from public and non-publlc
schools within the Wilkes-Barre Area
School District boundaries or current resi­
dents of the city are eligible for nomina­
tion.

The banquet will be at 6 p.m.. Septem­
ber 20, at Genetti Hotel & Convention Cen­
ter In Wilkes-Barre.

Nominations should be made to the
committee by any person or group, Includ­
ing school principals, guidance counsel­
ors. teachers coaches and members of the
clergy, social welfare agencies and the
business community.

Nomination forms and banquet tickets
can be obtained atthq mayor’s office. ,

The banquet is open to the public and
dinner tickets are available at $12.50 per
person.

Tlie valedictorians of the class of 1995
and the Leo E. Solomon Student Recogni­
tion Award recipients from Bishop Hoban.
Coughlin. G.A.R. and Meyers high schools
will be recognized at the banquet.

The following community leaders have
joined the nomination committee to iden­
tify deserving candidates for this award:
Steven . Barrouk, Wilkes-Barre Partner­
ship; Dr,-Christopher^ Brelseth, WUkes
.University; Denise Cesare? Slug Cross of

James Lackenmler, King’s College; James
O’Brien, First Heritage Bank; and Thomas
Van Arsdale, Franklin First Federal.
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Wilkes annual fund raises record $1,018,169
Wilkes University recently held the annual fund

volunteer celebration to honor those who helped the
university raise a record $1,018,169 in contributions.
The 1994-95 annual fund goal of $1 million was the
university’s largest in history.

The annual fund volunteer celebration was held
outside in the Arnaud C. Marts Courtyard and in­
side in the Sordoni Art Gallery, where party-goers
enjoyed the exhibition “Guy Pene du Bois: The
Twenties Home and Abroad.”

Money raised through the annual fund is used to
underwrite the operational costs of the university,
including scholarships, campus upkeep, salaries,
computer equipment and library resources.

Organizers bf the annual fund included, top photo,
from the left: Larry Cohen, '57, chair, 1994-95 an­

nual fund, Kingston; Claire Fox, director, annual
giving, Dallas; Maureen Burke, assistant director,
annual giving, Plymouth; Lee Ciarmatori, '72, '78,
community business volunteer.

Other annual fund participants were, bottom
photo, from the left: Wilkes University President
Dr. Christopher N. Breiseth, Wilkes-Barre; Dr. J.
Michael Lennon, vice president for academic af­
fairs, Shavertown; Ruth B. Melberger, '62, chair,
university council campaign, West Pittston; Donna
Lennon, Shavertown; Clifford K. Melberger, Wilkes
University trustee, West Pittston; Bruce Gloer, '72,
'77, trustee division, Lehman, and Sandra Beynon^
executive assistant to the vice president for devel­
opment.
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Wilkes hosts Make-A-Wish cage
tourney; nearly $35,000 raised

Wilkes University recently
hosted the ftfth annual Make-A-
Wish Foundation of Northeastern
PA Basketball Tournament.

The tournament featured cur­
rent and former players of the
New York Giants football team in­
cluding Pepper Johnson, Chris
Maumalanga, Dave Meggett,
Jason Sehorn and Chris Calloway
A sports card and memorabilia
show was also held.

"The continuing support of
Wilkes University has once again
allowed the Make-A-Wish Founda­
tion to raise nearly $35,000 to

make wishes of children in our
region come true,” said Make-A-
Wish tournament chairperson Bill
O'Boyle. "We arc extremely
grateful to Dr. Christopher
Breiseth and Wilkes University. ”

The basketball tourney is one of
the foundation’s largest annual
fundraisers. All proceeds from the
tournament will be used to grant
wishes af area children with ter­
minal illnesses and life threaten­
ing medical conditions.

Donations to the foundation can
be made by sending contributions
to: The Make-A-Wish Foundation
of Northeastern PA, 480 Scott St.,
#201, Wilkes-Barre, PA 18702, or
call (717) 829-3235.

Among the principals in the
event, from the left are Malcolm
Conway, 1996 Tournament
Chairperson; Cherly Gibson,
Make-A-Wish board member and
coordinator of student campus
employment and financial aid at
Wilkes; Bill O'Boyle, Make-A-
Wish board member and the 1995
tournament chairperson; Dr.
Christopher Breiseth, president of
Wilkes University, and John
Jablowski Jr., Executive Director
of Make-A-Wish Foundation of
Northeastern Pennsylvania.



Junior Achievement Holds Hall of Fame Dinner
Jlffl IB 1995
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PINNING CEREMONY — The Wilkes University Department of
Nursing held its annual pinning ceremony honoring members of the
Class of 1995 who earned a bachelor of science degree in nursing.
Taking part in the ceremony, were, from left, Dr. Ann Marie
Kolanowski, chair of the nursing department; Dr. Robert Heaman,
dean, School of Liberal Ans and Human Sciences; Becky James,
Dallas; Melissa Taylor, Kingston; Jacqueline Sheerin, Pleasant
Mount; Anita McGowan, Moscow; Denise Kowalski, Dickson City;
Michelle Furcon, Old Forge; Cara Smigiel, Moosic, and Dr.

Christopher Breiseth, university president; second row, Sheri
Narusewicz, Wilkes-Bane; Celeste Pohl, White Haven; Amy
Vitucci, Flemington; Linda Drake, Waymart; Jane Sanders,
Wilkes-Bane; Lisa Gordon, Exeter; Cynthia Kowalaski, Hazleton;
Kimberly Frisbie, Wilkes-Barre; third row, John Swircek,
Swoyersville; JoAnne Oliver, RN, Wilkes-Bane; Charles Magich,
RN, Swoyersville; Megan Cadugan, Scranton; Melissa Bakke,
Saylorsburg; Damian Sher, Mount Holly; Patricia DeCinti,
Wilkes-Bane, and Jackie Stafanowicz, Duryea.
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Electrical Workers Local 163 presents check to Wilkes
The International Brotherhood of
Electrical Workers recently pre­
sented a check to Wilkes Universi­
ty for its Annual Fund.

Joseph Capece, business man­
ager and financial secretary for
the union, presented the check on
behalf of the 250 local members
who made the generous gift possi­
ble. The financial support affirms
the union member’s commitment
to education and educational in­
stitutions in NE Pennsylvania.

In PHOTO at right, from left,
are Sandra Beynon ’85, executive
assistant to the vice president for
development; Wilkes University
President Dr. Christopher N.
Breiseth; Capece and Claire S.
Fox. director of Annual Giving.

“Wilkes is grateful to Local 163
for their support in helping us
reach this year’s Annual Fund
goal of $1 million,” said Fox.

“By donating to the Annual helps Wilkes improve facilities,
Fund, the International acquire library resources and fund
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers scholarships, Fox added.”



Forum Today’s Quote I
The hopeful man sees success where others see failure,

sunshine where others see shadow and storm.
O.S. Warden

\______________ YourVoice

Sad statistics show
gross negligence to kids
Editor:

I have just returned from the first Teach For
America Alumni Summit, held in Washington, D.C., and
I want to share some of the impressions I came away
with.

Teach For America is a corps of teachers founded in
1989 to address teacher shortages in urban and rural
areas. Each corps member makes a commitment to
teach for two years at his or her assigned school in
areas such as New York City, rural Louisiana, Baton
Rouge, the Rio Grande vahey, Houston and Oakland,
among many othus. I taught third grade for three
years in South Central Los Angeles and had an experi­
ence which has changed my life forever. I will always
be an advocate for children because of it. 1 am very
proud of TFA and the 500,000 young lives we have
touched in our classrooms, but I am appalled by the
continuing inadequacies of our school system and the
self-destructive lack of concern we collectively show for
our children. Some of the depressing facts we learned
are:

o American children who don't happen to be while
are less likely to be immunized against polio than chil­
dren in 47 other countries, among them Botswana, Sri
Lanka and Albania.

o At age 17, only one half of all American students
can do math problems involving fractions, decimals, or
percentages. Fewer than half can read a paragraph and
explain it. Fewer than one quarter can write a per­
suasiveletter.

o Virtually all nine year olds can name Columbus's
ships but can’t explain v hy they sailed.

o Virtually all 13 year olds can describe (in graphic
detail/ how Lincoln died but can’t explain why he fought
the Civil War.

o American children who are not while or arc poor
are, on average, six months below grade level by the
time they reach third grade, and are three years behind
by twelfth grade.

How can we address this problem which seems so
frighteningly huge? In the political realm, we can rec­
ognize and applaud the actions taken by the Clinton
Administration and demand more of the same. The
President’s national youth service initiative created
Americorps, the new domestic service corps. Teach For
America has become one of the member organizations
of Americorps, and so I can vouch for the efficacy of
this government program. Also, George Stephanopoulos
predicted that Americorps would be an easy target. It's
new and it’s small, he said, and there is already
grumbling about canceling it. In the personal realm, we
can be volunteers in local schools, be tutors, and pay at­
tention to the needs of all the children in our towns, not
just the ones in our houses. We can, in sum, be visible
and be involved.

Those of us who care about children, and, pragmat­
ically speaking, that should be all of us - must raise
our voices. If we don’t, the education of all children will '
continue to deteriorate. Ignorance is much more expen­
sive than education. I learned in Los Angeles, from
some of America’s most disadvantaged children, that
all children can learn if we will tech them. All children
are worth it. There is an African proverb which says,
"It takes a whole village to raise a single child.” I add
to that my assertion that it only takes a single child to
save or destroy the village. We must choose whether to
be saved or destroyed, and we must choose loudly.
there is not a moment to lose.

Abigail Breiseth i
Wilkes-Barre |

Citizens’ Voico, W
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TIMES LEACER.CLARK VAN OROEN
Christopher N. Bro I so th, president of Wilkes University, speaks at a press
conference Thursday during which 10 area college presidents Indicated their
support for the proposed arona/conventJon center.

Arena a confidence builder,
area college presidents say
Dy MITCH MORRISON________________
Timo# Loader Start Writer

WILKES-BARRE — Not only will It cre­
ate Jobs, but the proposed arcna/convcn-
tlon center will cut the shackles of negativ­
ism Unit weights down the region. Wilken
University’s top official said Thursday.

’The arena offers the opportunity to
break through a blanket of negativism, a
blanket of lacking sejf-confldcncc." Wilken
University President; Christopher Brctsedi
said at a news conference during which
leaders from 10 colleges in three counties
endorsed the $41.2 million civic center.
The endorsement was held at the universi­
ty's Marts Gymnasium.

Voters will decide the project’s fate in
the May 16 primary.

Since the deal)) of coal and railroads.
Northeastern Pennsylvania’s economic
growth has been frustrated by an embed­
ded Inferiority complex. Brelseth said.

Hie opposition against die arena Is not
based on the project’s merits. Brelseth
said, ratheron die region’s skepticism that
every major project will fall.

A vote against the arena will deepen
that mistrust. ’There’s a psychological
consequence of losing this vote.” Brelseth
said. Tile symbol of this vote Is huge.”

Arena backer and state Rep. Kevin
Blaum, D-Wilkes-Barre, hailed the en­
dorsement.

’’Who more has somedilng to do in pre­
paring people for the future than these 10
college presidents?”

Despite die endorsement, none of the
colleges Intends to contribute financially
toward the arena’s construcdon.

"We haven't been asked to make a con­
tribution.” Lackenmler said. "We don't In­
tend to do so."

Frank Oliver, representing College
Misericordla. called die arena a vital re­
gional project.

In addition to Brelseth, nine other col­
lege presidents from Luzerne, Lackawanna
and Wyoming Counties backed the pro­
ject. They are: Raymond Angell. Lack­
awanna Junior College: James Lackenml-

Blaum offers answers
to questions about arena

Questions to and answers from slate
Rep. Kevin Blaum. D-Wllkeo-Barre. who
is vice chairman of the Luzerne County
ConvenUon Center Authority.

Q: How safe la the arena from mine
subsidence and mine fire?

Rita George
Wilkes-Barre
A: One-hundred percent safe No

problem. The building will nit on 400
feet of rock. It’s a terrific nite. We’ve had
engineers review the nite in consultation
with the Pennsylvania Department of
TrannportaUon and U.S. Office of nur-
face Mining.

Q: If the arena la built and turns out
to be a money maker, will taxes be I ,w
ered?

Tom Williams
West Pittston
A: The facility will be a money-maker.

Our first responsibility would be to build
a reserve fund for capital Improvements
and Infrastructure. Beyond that, we
would consider paying die debt off at an
accelerated nite and turning excess
funds back to the county.

Q: What was the total cost of building
and opening "The Mark” arena In Mo­
line. 111. in 1993?

Tony Clotola Jr.
Hazleton
A: Between 335 million and $36 mil­

lion for the entire facility.

er. King’s College; James Gallagher. Penn
State University’s Worthington-Scranton
campus; Carol Jobe. College Misericordla;
Charles Kennedy. Keystone College; Tho­
mas Moran. Luzerne County Community
College; J.A. Panuska. University of Scran
ton; Milo Thompson. Baptist Bible College
and Thomas Winter. Penn State Wilkes-

UjrT" -tl^M



College, university presidents back arena
Group urges electorate to
vote 'yes' on election day
By SHANNON McNULTY
Crtilrni'VoK* S'oHWnir,

Ten presidents of Incal college.-*
and universities jointly showed
their support for an arena in Lu
/erne County by signing a letter to
slate Hep Kevin Blaum Thursday

"I don't think you could fool
these people.' said Blaum These
are college presidents If the proj
eel did not add up and did n«l
make sense they would not fed
the need to come together as one
to show their support

Representatives from five of the
1U schools met at a press con
ference Thursday at W'jlkes I'm
versitv to announce their decision

Dr Christopher Breiseth, presi
dent of Wilkes, noted that the col
lege heads were speaking on their
own behalf, not on behalf of the
institutions they represent

The letter included the following
statement "While we cannot
commit our institutions or. a poht
ical matter, as individuals carry­
ing responsibilities for leadership
both on our campuses and and in
nor communities, we think our
personal perspectives may be
helpful to others weighing this im
portant matter

“We urge the voters of Luzerne
County to vote 'Yes' on the arena
question in the forthcoming elec­
tion "

Those who signed the letter, m
addition to Breiseth. are Rev
James Lackenmicr. president of
King s College Dr Card A Jobe 

president of College Misencordia.
Thoma-* I Moran, president of
Luzerne County Community Col
lege. Dr Thomas G Winter .it t
ing executive director of Penn
State Wilkes Barre. Rev J A
Panuska, president of the Lniver
sity of Scranton. Dr Jarno:. D
Gallagher, executive officer, Penn
State Worthington Scranton.
Raymond S Angell, president.
Lackawanna Junior College.
Charle- Kennedy president of
Keystone College and Dr Mito
Thompson. president of Bapti t
Bible College-

We need to support common
goals, said Dr Winter, adding
that the arena is an opportunity to
bring new expansion and new p<<>
pie to Northeastern Pennsylvania

"We sec it as an economic
issue." said Frank Oliver, speak
ing on behalf of Dr Jobe It s ■<
piece of a larger pie and it will
improve the quality of life in Lu
zeme County

The college officials said an
arena would benefit their cam
puses as they try to recruit stu
dents, faculty and administrators.
they say it will and enhance the
entertainment and cultural
climate of this area for its current
residents

Glenn Pellino, vice president of
planning for the I’niversily of
Scranton, said the president of the
university is supporting the proj
vet because it benefits not only
Luzerne County, but all of North
eastern Pennsylvania

Area educators announce their stance on planned project
Announcing their support for the arena from the

left are fir Thomas G Winter Penn Stale Wilkt .
Barre Frank Oliver. College Misencordia. Rev

Jam-. lackenmicr. King's College and Dr 1 on
' : Breiseth Wilkes I University

It s brought a spark to this
community We can sec it on our
campus said Pellino

Father Lackenmicr of King s
said he's been criticized for sup
porting the arena because he is
Catholic priest

"Some people think clergy have
no business publicly speaking out
on these issues " he said "But 1
see this as an opportunity for
progress for our students who
study here and who want to live
and work here in the future '

He <aid some believe that a
priest should have no secular role 

in the community
There are tr.., <■ *h. think we

should be in the ‘.a- rusty only,
said Lackenmicr home thought
my role with the Ln,ted Way was
inappropriate too They were
wrong

Dr Breiseth said the economic
effect of loosing the arena vote
would be devastating, but not as
devastating as the psychological
effect it would have on this region

"I would go so far as to say a
vote for the arena could lift the
blanket -,f negativism and lack of
confidence ‘ha* rovers this area

Il will show us how import.m1
are culturally and rconon.i»alh
this nation and lh<- mid Atiaf.L
region, said Breiseth

In thanking the collegr r.ffu i.i
for their support, Blaum '..n-
'We need an overwhelming yr

vote so we can move ahead wit
this project If not, ,on.e oth«
section of the state will hx-nr-L
We never got this kind of rm.r.'
from the state br-fon* .m-. w<-r
never going to get it ag.i.r. 1 th'
we all know why we g-. .’ 'A<
a V) percent down p.r.: .< •: 't
hoci < we re going . -



ELECTRICAL WORKERS 163 PRESENTS CHECK — The
International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers recently presented a
check to Wilkes University for the University's Annual Fund. Standing
from left, are: Sandra Beynon '85, executive assistant to the vice
president for development; Wilkes University president Dr.
Christopher N. Breiseth; Joseph Capece, business manager and
financial secretary, International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers
Local 163; and Claire S. Fox, director of annual giving.



Schools & Colleges

$7 Million classroom building going up on Wilkes University campus
Construction crews are hard at

work at Wilkes University building
a $7 million classroom building on
South Franklin Street, Wilkes-
Barre.

"Construction is progressing on
schedule, we fully expect to oc­
cupy the building by August,” said
Paul. O’Hop, vice president for
business affairs and auxiliary
enterprises.

The 55,000 square foot facility
will house the School of Liberal
Arts and Human Sciences and the
School of Business, Society and
Public Policy, along with common
facilities, such as computer labs,
classrooms, and student and facul­

ty lounges.
Currently, the departments

within each school are located
across the University’s historic
downtown campus.

The new facility will help create
a stronger physical identity for
both schools.

Faced in a deep reddish-brown
blend of brick, the structure will
blend in with the distinguished
older buildings and the new build­
ings on campus.

Multiple gables on the street
side of the building have been de­
signed to continue the scale and
rhythm of the grand old houses.

Checking over the plans with the architect

The classroom building construction plans are checked over as
construction proceeds on the structure. From the left are Robert
Saffian, the staff architect; Wilkes University President Dr. Chris­
topher N. Breiseth, Thomas B. Hadzor, vice president for devel­
opment; Paul A O’Hop, vice president for business affairs and
auxiliary enterprises, and Dr. J. Michael Lennon, vice president
for academic affairs.

On each end oi the budding is an
entryway which leads visitors into
the Dean's office suites for each of
the schools.

“The style of the building will
fit into the look of historical
downtown Wilkes-Barre and will
do a great deal to enhance the
campus," said O’Hop.

The construction of this facility
is the latest step in a $25 million
campus development project
Wilkes University announced in
August 1993.

In addition to the classroom and
office building, Wilkes will reno­
vate the Stark Learning Center
and its laboratories to accommo­
date the new Doctor of Pharmacy
Program and also build a new
student center and dining facility.

The campus building project
will divide the 27-acre campus into
two distinct areas.

The northern half of the campus
will encompass an academic

quadrangle, housing the majority
of the classroom, faculty offices,
and laboratory buildings.

The southern half will form the
residential quadrangle where
many of the student residence
halls are located.

The plan also calls for additional
parking facilities within the
southern quad as well as a
"greenway" through the middle of
campus.

“The look of the quadrangle will
give Wilkes University a real col­
legiate feel, which is quite an
achievement for a campus in an
urban setting,” said O’Hop.

C
itizens' Voice, W

ilkes-Boi
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WILKES HONORS KINGSTON MAN — Wilkes University president
Dr. Christopher N. Breiseth recently conferred an honorary doctorate
of science degree to Dr. Charles Burns Sr., Kingston, during the
university’s annual winter commencement/convocation exercises.
Pictured, from left, are: Charles Burns Jr., Dr. Charles Burns Sr., Dr.
Christopher N. Breiseth and Thomas V. Tinsley. -p__ 2^-2^/%?



Wilkes confers honorary Doctorate
of Science to Kingston physician

Wilkes University President Dr. Christopher N. Breiseth recent­
ly conferred an Honorary Doctorate of Science Degree to Dr.
Charles Bums Sr., class of 1935, of Kingston, during the universi­
ty's annual winter commencement and convocation exercises.

“Dr. Burns’ continuing generosity to Willies ranks him near the
very top of all alumni,” said Breiseth. "As a symbol of hard work
and caring, of warmth and wit, of production more than consump­
tion, we honor Dr. Burns for a lifetime of intelligent service."

A reception was held following graduation ceremonies for the
Wilkes community to greet Dr. Bums, his friends and family.

Dr. Bums is a 1935 graduate of Bucknell Junior College which
became Wilkes College in 1947 and Wilkes University in 1990.

A graduate of Jefferson Medical College, Dr. Burns is con­
sidered the first physician member of the Wilkes alumni body. Dr.
Bums, whose specialty is urology, has a practice in Kingston.

In 1987, Wilkes University saluted Dr. Bums by dedicating the
Bums Alumni Tower and Carillon ion his honor. The 61-foot Bell
Tower is a focal point on the Wilkes campus and stands as a sym­
bol of high ideals for students, alumni, faculty, staff and trustees.

From the left, at the presentation, are Dr. Charles Bums Jr.,
Dr. Charles Burns Sr., Dr. Christopher N. Breiseth and Thomas V.
Tinsley, a friend of Dr. Burns.
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Milkes hosting Japanese students from Tamagawa University

part me nt of Education providing American culture and experience to visitors

For the fourth consecutive year, the Wilkes University depart
ment of Education is hosting 15 students from Tamagawa Univer
sity, Japan. The students are education majors who travel to
Wilkes-Barre and visit public and private schools, attend classes
and seminars al Wilkes University and experience American
education and culture.

Some of the school they will visit include Wyoming Seminary
Lower School. Martin L Murray Elementary School. Montessori
Elementary School and Lake Noxen Elementary School

The Tamagawa students are staying with Wilkes students in res­
idence halls for the two-week visit. They also are assigned to host
families from Wyoming Valley who will spend a few evenings
with them for traditional American activities On weekends, the
students will go the New York City and Philadelphia

Tamagawa University, in Tokyo, a private school, kindergar-
ten/iinivenity level, was founded in 1929 by the Obara family

Pint row from left Heiko Saito. Takako Furugouri. Manko
Kyogoku, Junko Hiyami Ktyomi Takayama and Yoshio Auawa.
second row Dr Robert S Hcaman, dean of the school of liberal
arU and human '.ciencn, Dr Nancy Davis, director, teacher ex
tension program. Mrchiya Fujikaslu, Yoshio Imao, chaperones,
Mio Ohi, Rina Kiku-i., Dr Christopher Breiseth, president,
Wilkes University, Dr Dougla.; Lynch, chairperson. Department
of Education. and hr Dune Polachck, associate professor of
education, third row M ■ ..>yo Hayakawa, Nonko Tsuzuki, lliroko
K , ., > 7'. . '. H ■> T<moko Noguchi and
Hiromi Ozawa
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The 55.000 squarer foot facility will house the School of Liberal Arts and Human Sciences and the
School of Business. Society and Public Policy, along with common facilities, such as computer labs.
classrooms, and student and faculty lounges. Currently, the departments within each school are located
across the university's historic downtown campus. The new facility will help create a stronger physical
identity for both schools

The construction of this facility is the latest step in a S25 million campus development project
Wilkes University announced in August 1993 In addition to the classroom and office budding. Wilkes
will renovate the Stark Learning Center and its laboratories to accommodate the new Doctor of Phar-
macw Program and also build a new student center and dining facility

The campus building project will divide the 27 acre campus into two distinct areas. The northern
half of the campus w ill encompass an academic quadrangle, housing the majority of the classroom.
faculty offices, and laboratory buildings. The southern half w ill form the residential quadrangle where
many of the student residence halls arc located The plan also calls for additional parking facilities
within the southern quad as well as a "greenway" through the middle of campus.

In the photo are. from the left. Robert Saffian, staff architect; Wilkes University president. Dr
Christopher N. Breiseth; Thomas B. Hadzor. vice president for development; Paul A. O’Hop. vice
president for business affairs and auxiliary enterprises; and Dr. J. Michael, vice president for academic
affairs. -
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Inter faith Council To Cite
Head of Wilkes University

P22.5FF

I

civic organizations which in­
clude the Osterhout Free Li­
brary, Leadership Wilkes-Barre,
the United Way and the Greater
Wilkes-Barre Partnership.
Within the business community
he has worked to foster develop­
ment and economic growth in
northeastern Pennsylvania.

He has also been instrumental
in developing ways in which

educational institutions in the
Wyoming Valley can work to­
gether to pool resources for the
benefit of all students. His lead­
ership is credited with the
achievement that moved Wilkes
to university status in 1990.

The Wyoming Valley Inter­
faith Council was established in
1977 by leaders of the Protestant, .
Catholic and Jewish faith. The
council celebrates the diversity
of the Wyoming Valley, while
educating the public on social
values and providing a structure
to strenghten ecumenism.

The luncheon cost is $15.
Checks may be sent to Martin
Popky, PO Box 1112, Kingston,
18704-0112.

SCRAHTOH, PA
SUNDAY 03,651

The Wyoming Valley Inter­
faith Council will recognize
Christopher N. Breiseth, Ph.D.,
president of Wilkes University,
at a luncheon Tuesday at noon at
the East Mountain Inn, Wilkes-
Barre, for his ideals of human

: dignity, compassion and friend­
ship among all peoples.

Breiseth will receive the coun­
cil’s'Citation. of Distinction for

■Devoted Service:to the Cause of
Human Welfare at the luncheon.

President of Wilkes since 1984,
Breiseth. has!had an impact on

^the university and the commu­
nity as a constant advocate for
the strong alliance that exists
between the two.

He has been a leader in many

HOU 19 1995
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CHRISTOPHER
N. BREISETH
Achievements

recognized
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Fumanti Honored By United Way

Dr. Robert A. Fumanti. Superintendent of the Wyoming Area
School District, was recently honored by United Way of Wyoming
Valley for the leadership rote he played In the organization's fund-
raising efforts.

Fumanti served as co-chairman of tho Education Division of
United Way's 1995 Campaign Tho division raised $241,138 from
employees and students of public, private and parochial schools
and local colleges and universities, toward United Way's $3.94 mil­
lion campaign in 1995. That amount is the largest ever raised In the
education division.

Wyoming Area School District employees and members of the
PSEA and ESPA were also cited for attaining United Way’s
Rainbow Award. The district employee workforce collectively raised
$7,520 or 32% more than the previous year.

Shown above from left are Education Diylsion Co-Chairmen and
recent honorees: Walter Glogowski, Pennsylvania State Educajion
Association; Fumanti; Dr. Christopher fl. Breiseth, V/tfkes
University and United Way representative Walter Klepaski. f



From left are Janet L. Hoffman, David C. Hoffman, Dr. Christopher
N. Brolooth, president, and Claire S. Fox, director of annual giving,
Wilkes University

Local businessman donates
winslow chest to Wilkes

Wilkes University recently re­
ceived a winslow chest bearing a
hand-painted portrait of the Uni­
versity’s Weckesser Hall from
David C. Hoffman, class of 1970,
of Town & Country Furniture.

Hoffman of Kingston, donated
the chest to Wilkes in apprecia­
tion for his education at the Uni­
versity, "Wilkes gave me a good
education," he says, “ and I'm
proud to give something back.”

The chest was originally dis­
played tn the window of Town &
Country Furniture. South Main
Street, Wilkes-Barre. It is now
permanently on display tn the
Wilkes University President's Of­
fice tn Weckesser Hall.

The gift was presented on be­
half of Hoffman, his wife, Janet.
their daughter, Erin R. Hoffman,
class of 90, the Hoffman family
and Town & Country Furniture.



Business/News

Tuc5day, December 17, 1996 —

Wilkes to aclhoeve AraisaD Fund goaD

Citizens' Voico, Wilkcs-Barro, Pa.

Wilkes University is conducting a community/
business campaign to raise funds toward the Uni­
versity’s 1996-1997 Annual Fund goal of $995,000.

More than 40 volunteers will be asking 300 local
businesses for their support in Wilkes’ fund rais­
ing effort. Lee Ciarmatori, who graduated from
Wilkes in 1972 and received his master’s degree in
1978, is volunteer chair of the University’s Com-
munity/Business Campaign. Sandra S. Piccone, a
1977 graduate of Wilkes University has been
named chair of the school’s 1996-97 Annual Fund
Campaign.

From the left, front row, Dr. Gary Giamartino,
dean, School of Business, Society and Public Poli­
cy, Wilkes University; Mark Van Loon, class of

1975, Rosenn, Jenkins and Greenwald; Joseph
Compierchio, 1991, PPiL; Elizabeth Hanza, 1990,
Blue Cross of Northeastern Pennsylvania;
Thomas Semanek, 1995, Luzerne National Bank;
Caryn Cheyfilz, assistant director of annual giv­
ing; Claire Fox, director of annual giving, Wilkes
University.

Back row, Paul Strunk, vice president for alum­
ni, development and university relations, Wilkes
University; Marilyn Snyder, 1962, real estate;
Sandy Richardson; Joe Leandri, 1993, Blue Cross
of Northeastern Pennsylvania; Lee Ciarmatori,
community/business campaign volunteer chair;
Scott Barth, 1990, Triple A Security Systems;
Gary Williams, 1972, with a master’s degree in
1932, PNC Bank.



University of Belgrade Professor Lectures at Wilkes
Wilkes University recently hosted Dr. Miroljub Radojkovlc. professor of Political Science at the Univer­

sity of Belgrade. Radojkovlc whose concentrations are Comparative Mass Media Systems and International
Communications, presented a public lecture while at Wilkes and visited many of the University's Political
Science and Communications courses. While In the United States. Radojkovlc was the guest of Dr. and
Mrs. J. Michael Lennon at the Corbett House, an ecologically, friendly home located In Ross and Union
Townships allotted to the University by Colonel William H. Corbett. Dr. Lennon is vice president of aca­
demic affairs at Wilkes. Radojkovlc also was honored at a dinner held In the University’s Weckesser Hall.
Shown, from left, are: Dr. Dennis Hupchlck, assistant professor of history; Donna Lennon. Pauly Fried­
man, member, Wilkes University Council and Friedman Foundation; Ann Glauber, Friedman Foundation;
and Rabbi James Michaels, Temple Israel. Second row: Dr. J. Michael Lennon. Dr. Christopher N. Bre-
Iseth, Wilkes University president; Dr. Miroljub Radojkovlc and Jane Brelseth.



Wilkes does work
with W-B schools

Editor:
I write in response to an error of fact in your editorial

of August 22. Wilkes University, like King’s College,
makes a voluntary contribution to the city of Wilkes-Barre
in consideration for services and has done so for years.
This gift is made not in lieu of taxes, but rather in coop­
eration with the city.

The matter currently under discussion with the Wilkes-
Barre School District is separate and distinctly different.
Wilkes University is pleased to work in partnership with
the Wilkes-Barre School District in the preparation of new
teachers and in professional development activities for
district teachers. Wilkes also contributes thousands of dol­
lars in direct financial aid to graduates of Wilkes-Barre
Area high schools. These efforts suggest the type of ser­
vices Wilkes contributes to the district.

We arc overwhelmingly dependent on tuition income for
operating Wilkes. To tax or otherwise levy a fee on the uni­
versity would result in a raise in tuition or fees for our stu­
dents, including the large number who come from the
Wilkes-Barre School District. If this matter is pursued, we
arc prepared to discuss, and if necessary, defend our posi­
tion in court.

The law defining public charities that grants tax exempt
status is currently under review in the state legislature.
Wilkes University clearly meets the criteria currently
under discussion.

Wilkes University is committed to our students, our city,
and our region, including being an active partner with the
Wilkes-Barre School District in improving education for
all our children. This commitment is based on cooperation
with and consideration for all involved.

Christopher Breiseth

Wilkes University
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director of engineering for power discreet'product development at
Harris Semiconductor, Inc., discussed “The Success and Expansion of
Harris Semiconductor, lnc.“ during the recent Wilkes University Alumni
Breakfast Program at the Westmoreland Club, Wilkes-Barre. Shown
during the program from left, are Dr. Christopher N. Breiseth, Wilkes
University president; Sandra Beynon, executive director of alumni and
development; Don Burke, Mountaintop; and William Goldsv/orthy,
Wilkes University Alumni Association president. — —
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Wilkes University recently hosted Dr. Miroljub Radojkovic. professor of political science at the University of Belgrade.
Radojkovic, whose concentrations are comparative mass media systems and international communication, presented a
public lecture while at Wilkes and visited many of the University's political science and communications courses. Pictured
above are first row (l-r): Dr. Dennis Hupchick, assistant professor of history; Donna Lennon; Pauly Friedman, member.
Wilkes University Council and Friedman Foundation; Ann Glauber, Friedman Foundation; and Rabbi James Michaels,
Temple Israel. Second row: Dr. J-Michael Lennon; Dr. Christopher N. Breiseth, Wilkes University president: Dr. Miroljub

i Radojkovic; and Jane Breiseth.
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Leadership Wilkes-Barre welcomes new class
The 1996-97 Leadership Wilkes-Barre class

recently held its opening retreat in the Kirby
Episcopal House.

The orientation included a history of the Greater
Wilkes-Barre area presented by _Dr. Christopher
N. Rreiseth, president of Wilkes iTruvehSlty, a EES? '
sion for project idehS WBKJn addresses needs in the
community, and personal assessment exercises to
increase participants’ self-knowledge.

Prior to the retreat, the class worked at a
Habitat for Humanity house on Bowman Street in
Wilkes-Barre to begin the team building process
for the ten month program.

First row from the left are Attorney Lynn
McPherson Tweedie; Attorney Michael Shucosky,
Patricia Wiatrowski; second row, Dr. Steven

Kafrisscn, Neela Patel, Susan Dantona Jolley,
Dorothy Lane, Daniel Scott, Nadine Hromisin,
CPA, Donna Evans, Attornty Carol Robbins, Mark
Robbins, John Mulhern, Jr.; third row, Melissa
Owens, Diane Nardone, Barbara Eyet, Janine
Becker, Attorney Susan Adams Shoemaker,
Rebecca Yoskoski, Maria Scappaticci Margaret
Steele, Brian Grove, Attorney Richard Williams,
Christine Buchina; fourth row, John Helmski,
Gary Wirth, Thomas Dennis, Farhing “Tony"
Astaneh, John Lose, Michael Ward, Donna
Trebilcox, Joseph Tedesco and Wayne Whitaker,
Sr.

Also members of the class are W. Kenneth
Freeman, Capt. Anthony Grove and Gordon
Wilkinson. _ « >» /__ .
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In Your Town

Wilkes University announces new faculty members
Wilkes University President Dr. Christopher N Breiseth and Vice president far Academic Alfalni Dr. J.

Mldiad Lennon recently Introduced IH new (acuity members to the Unhrerstty. Th'-/ arc: Dr. Patikta SI-
pion. asoLitont pmfeascr of political science; Dr. Mark Addlicn Arana. saalatard prol'notir of Engliih; Dr.
Barbara Bellucd, Director of Student Teaching Paola Blanco. aaaUtard pcofraficr of flpanlnlu Adam 11111.
art!-,t-tn-rentdene.—. Mary KropiewiUckl. visiting onnlatant prefes-oer cl education; Victor Li vs. visiting aooia ■
lant proftwer of music; Dr. Hebert Lucid, adjunct profe-ircr of English. Dr. Helen Bcott. aoalatant profes­
sor ai English; Kyle Snow. visiting assistant profr-a-aor at Faychdc<y: Dr. Maureen Branson. associate pro -
feasor of Pharmaceutical lidences; Dr. William P. Johnson. associate prtifeaot^ of f'liarmacy; David Malm
Jr., nailitant prefeaaer of PharnuceuIleal ficier.era. Dr. Ar.tlr.rr/ Kapollu. asaLitanl proreaaor of Com­
puter information 3/alema; Da/ld fiawyern. .Jr., a.utatant profeaaor al Mechardcal En^neezlnx; and Major
Martan Watkins, aialatant profea-ajr at Aeroapacc Studies. Ftrat row. from left, are: Dr. Bronson. Dr. Un,
Dr. Slplon. Dr. Barbara Bellucd. Dr. Scott. Blanco, and Dr. Brdaeth. Second rerr. Krojdewnk kl. Dr.
KapoLka. Sawyers, and Dr. HUI. Tlilrd row: Major Watkins. Snow, Dr. Lennon, and Dr. Arruai.
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Historian recounts plight of Jews in Denmark

Row I. l-r: Theodore Koton. friend of Judith Goldstein: Robert Greenwald.
president ofJCC: Dr. Judith Goldstein; Jane Hrelselh. co -sponotr of event
from Wilkes; Dr. Christopher Hreitelh. president of Wilkes University; Shula
Koton; Row 2. l-r: Don Cooper, community executive director. Dr. Robert
Capin. JCC board member and president emeritus of Wilkes University and
nephew of Theodore and Shuhi Koton

Dr. Judith Goldstein, historian and author,
appeared recently at the Ridin Resource Cen­
ter of the Jewish Community Center for a
lecture. The program was a joint presentation
with Wilkes University and the Jewish Com-
munityVcntcr of Wyoming Valley. Goldstein
spoke about the myths and facts of Denmark's
rescue of nearly all of its Jewish citizens during
the Holocaust.

Danes from all walks of life led the Jews to
safety in Sweden and foiled the attempt to
seize and gather approximately 8,OCX) Jews for
death in the concentration and extermination
camps. Of these 8,000 Jews, approximately
418 were captured.

"The greatest myth is that ordinary people
had to abandon decency,” Goldstein said. The
Danes refused to exchange traditional toler­
ance for racial and anti-Semitic behavior and
made a concerned effort to convince the Ger­
mans not to mistreat the Danish Jews. A Torah
was hidden and protected in a crypt of a nearby
church. Danish Gentiles prepared themselves 
and were willing and ready to face the same dangers that faced
the Jews.

Goldstein is executive director of "Thanks to Scandinavia."
a foundation which provides scholarships for Scandinavian
students to attend graduate school in the United States. The
New York City foundation has provided more than I,(XX)

scholarships in honor of heroic efforts of Scandmamvan .
during the Holocaust.

‘Die Rtfkin Resource Center, donated by Sandy and Arnold
Rifkin, is dedicated to their laint/.Rifkinand Bru alow children
and grandchildren with the hope that they, together with young
people everywhere, will live in freedom in a peaceful world.
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Pay and Benefits of Leaders at 479 Private Colleges and Universities: a Survey

RESEARCH INSTITUTIONS 1 AND II

Pay is defined as all salancx fees bonuses, and severance
payments that each person received. The benefits category
includes all ••welfare benefit plans," such as health and pen­
sion plans. Colleges are required to include all forms of
deferred compensation that were paid or designated in that

In general, the information appears here as it was reported
on Form 990. The Chronicle notes an exceptional circum­
stance, such as a partial-year payment or a severance pack­
age, when the college itself did so on its tax form.

The Chronicle added, where appropriate, the departmental
titles of some faculty members and the areas of responsibili­
ty of some administrators The tides of some officials may
have changed since the form was filed.

Where there is a dash instead of a figure in the benefits cat
egory, the institution did not provide information for that cat
cgory. Where there is a dash for salary information, the per
son either was not employed by the institution in that year or
was not listed as one of its highest-paid employees or the
institution did not provide information (or that category

When the table lists more than one president, each served
part of the year. After the president, employees are ranked in
order by their pay in 1994-95.

An asterisk after a name indicates that the person no longer
works at the institution.

Where fewer than six employees are shown, the college list­
ed the chief executive among its five highest-paid employees.

The Chronicle compiled the information from the Internal
Revenue Service Form 990 filed by each institution in the
past two years. The survey includes nearly all private institu­
tions classified by the Carnegie Foundation for the
Advancement ofTcaching as Research Universities I and II;
Doctoral Universities 1 and II; Master's (Comprehensive)
Universities and Colleges I and II; and Baccalaureate
(Liberal Arts) Colleges I.The omission* arc a handful of col­
leges that claim religious exemptions from filing Form 990:
Brigham Young University. Harding University, Marygrovc
College, Pepperdinc University, and Saint John's University
(Minn.).

Hie Form 990 requires colleges to list, among other things.
the pay and benefits of their officers, directors, trustees, and
key employees. It also requires a listing of the five highest-
paid employees, other than those top officials, who cam more
than $50,000.

The expenditure line for each institution, taken from Line
17 of Form 990, shows the college's total expenses in the fis­
cal year.The figure is rounded to the nearest million dollars

he table below shows the pay and benefits received
by the chief executive and the five highest-paid
employees (other than the top officer) at each of 479

private colleges Pay figures arc given for the last two avail­
able fiscal years, which in most cases arc 1993-94 and 1994-95.
The information about benefits covers only the later fiscal
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Leadership Wilkes-Barre Class of *07 members shown, first row from left, arc: Lynn McPherson
Tweedie, Esq., Michael A. Shucosky, Esq., Patricia A. Wlatrowskl. Second row: Steven R. Kofrissen,
MD. Necla 8. Patel, Susan Dantona Jolley, Dorothy P. Lane, Daniel W. Scott, Nadine L. Hromlaln,
CPA, Donna L. Evans, Carol D. Robbins, Esq., Mark M. Robbins, John J. Mulhern Jr. Third row: Mel­
issa J. Owens, Diane S. Nardone, Barbara J. Eyet, Janine M. Becker, Susan Adams Shoemaker, Esq.,
Rebecca A. Yoskoskl, Maria K. Scappaticci, Margaret A. Steele, Brian L. Grove, Richard M. Williams,
Esq., Christine M. Buchlna. Fourth row: John M. Hellnskl, Gary H. Wirth, Thomas A. Dennis, Farhang
“Tony” Astaneh, John D. Lose, Michael A Ward, Donna J. Trebllcox, Joseph A. Tedesco, and Wayne
E. Whitaker Sr. Also members of the class are W. Kenneth Freeman, Capt Anthony Grove, and Gor­
don Wilkinson. . / ,

Leadership Wilkes-Barre class attends orientation program
The 1996-97 Leadership Wilkes-Barre class held their opening retreat at the Kirby Episcopal House on

September 5-6. The orientation Included a history of the Greater Wilkes-Barre area presented by Dr.
Christopher N. Brelseth, President oLffillkes University, a brainstorming session for project ideas which
address needs In the community, and personal assessment exercises to Increase participants’ self-knowl­
edge. The Corporate Institute Training Program of Bloomsburg University conducted the Outdoor Team
Building portion of the program at the Kirby Episcopal House. Prior to the opening retreat, the class
worked at a Habitat for Humanity house on Bowman Street in Wilkes-Barre to begin the team building
process for the ten-month program.



Wilkes’ phonathon in progress to Hg
Wilkes University's Annual Fall Phonathon Is in progress and will

continue throughout November with a goal to raise $128,000 for the
University’s 1996-97 Annual Giving Campaign. The phonathon which
has reached 53% of Its goal, had a record number of alumni and fac­
ulty calling nights raising between $11,000 and $15,000 respectively.
The Annual Fund helps support the general operating budget of the
University. Improve facilities, expand library resources and fund
scholarships. Shown, seated, from left are: Maggie Kenzakowskl,
Class of 2000; Christopher M. Spencer. Class of 1992; and Thea M.
Escarge. Class of 1970. Standing: Paul Strunk, vice president of alum­
ni. development and university relations: Andrea Petrasek, Class of
1969; Sandy Plccone, Class of 1977. chairperson, 1996-97, Annual
Fund Campaign; and Dr. Christopher N. Brelseth, Wilkes Unlverstly
president.



Paper missed the good news about education in the Wyoming Valley
Editor 1~L. lO /■=?£

We write In a spirit of disappoint­
ment that the The Times Leader gave no
coverage to the remarkable “Project
Leam" activities on Oct 18 at the
King’s and WHkes campuses. Nearly
4,000 area teachers — from kindergar­
ten through university — gathered In
workshops where they shared state-of-
the-art approaches to learning and
teaching. This was a story of educa­
tional initiative. Innovations and cre­
ativity on the part of our school and col­
lege faculties, which should be a matter
of pride to our community.

While we applaud your warm sup­
port for the concept of Wilkes-Barre an
a college town, we regret that you chose 

not to cover this tangible example of ed­
ucational leadership by both colleges
and schools to better serve the young
people of this area and prepare them
more effectively for the changing world
of work.

While giving dramatic tront-page
coverage to the Dallas football situation
and to the Pittston Area teachers’ strike
on Oct 19, there was nary a word about
an effort that was 1 1/2 years Ln its
planning and that Involved one of the
leading teachers in the nation. Bill
Page, whose keynote address in the
Klrity to two audiences totaling 3,600
wan Itself filled with insights about how
teachem can more effectively reach and
teach students of all ages.

Our feara that “good new is no news'
when it comes to local education, a con­
clusion which hardly encourages teach­
ers and administrators to put forth ex­
tra effort to improve our schools. In
short, the newspaper could have shown
our area teachers sharing with each
other the latest and most effective tech­
niques for teaching our children. It
would have recognized not only efforts.
but also that professionalism which so
many stories in the paper seem to deny.

Christopher N. Brelseth
President

Wilkos University
Andrew Marko

Superintendent
Wyoming Valley West
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Half a century ago, an American labor leader,

putting forth his principles, included this one: “Few­
er prisons and more schools."

His words, ironically, were echoed this week by a
conservative writer who, in an essay on higher educa­
tion, said, "One reason for the tuition increase at pub­
lic schools is that the states are spending more
taxpayer money on other projects, such as prisons,
and less on their university systems.”

Recently, during visits to this newspaper to discuss
higher education locally, the presidents of our colleges
and universities — King’s^Wilkes, Miserjcorr:~

Jenn State Wilkes-Barre .— all expressed concern
about Pennsylvania’s support for schools.

Coincidentally, this state has been spending signifi­
cant funds in recent years on prison construction.

Priorities?
Maybe the labor leader of old was ahead of his

time.
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Wilkes UnivrrsHy recently received a winslow chest hear
Ing a hand-painted portrait of the University's Weckesser
Hall from David C. Hoffman 70. of Town &. Country
Furniture.

Hoffman, of Kingston, donated the chest to Wilkes in up- I
predation for his education at the University

"Wilkes gave me a good education." he staled, "and I'm
proud to give something back "

The chest was originally displayed in the window of Town
& Country Furniture. South Main Street. Wilkes-Barre. Il is
now permanently on display in the Wilkes University
President's Office in Weckesser Hall

The gift was presented~on behalf of Hoffman, his wife,
Janet, their daughter Erin R. Hoffman '90, the Hoffman
Family and Town & Country Furniture.

Shown here, from left, are Janet L. Hoffman, David C.
Hoffman. 70; Dr. Christopher N. Breiseth, president; and
Claire S. Fox. director of annual giving, Wilkes-Barre. >
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RECORD ALUMNI GIFTS POWER

WILKES ANNUAL FUND

WILKES- BARRE- Record contributions from Wilkes University Alumni

powered the 1995-96 Annual Fund total to $910,000. "Our alumni were the

driving force behind the success of the annual fund. Their financial support

is a major factor in the continuing success of the University," said

Christopher N. Breiseth, president.

The annual fund represents about 30% of the more than $3,312,000

raised at Wilkes during the 1995-96 fiscal year. Annual fund donations are an

important supplement to tuition dollars and provide funding for university

operations.

Final figures for the fiscal year that ended May 31 show more than 3,000

Wilkes alumni made gifts to the annual fund, a 7% increase over last year

and a record for alumni participation. More than 4,000 total donors

contributed during 1995-96, also a new annual fund record.

"This participation from our alumni and friends shows confidence in

-MORE-



1ST ADD RECORD ALUMNI GIFTS POWER WILKES ANNUAL FUND

the students, programs and future of Wilkes University, " said Breiseth.

The annual fund also successfully met a challenge from the George 1.

Alden Trust which pledged a $20,()()() grant if at least $40,000 was raised in

new alumni gifts to the annual fund. Wilkes alumni in fact contributed

more than $130,000 in new and increased gifts easily meeting the

requirements of the challenge grant.

"Wilkes alumni are responding in record numbers; their participation

helps us in so many ways. Our alumni have demonstrated that they believe

in the value of a Wilkes education and are prepared to help ensure a quality

education for today's students," said Claire Fox, Director of Annual Giving at

Wilkes.

Alumni support is enhanced because many companies have matching

gift programs, whereby a gift is frequently doubled or tripled by an employer

resulting in additional financial support. Nearly $52,000 in matching gifts

was raised for Wilkes during this year's campaign.

"Volunteers are the backbone of the annual fund and Wilkes is very

fortunate to have such outstanding volunteers," concluded Ms Fox. " A

small army of more than 70 people enthusiastically gave their time to support

our effort."

(PHOTO) This year's campaign was chaired by Carl Postupak of Shavertown (center)

from left: Maureen Burke of Plymouth, Assistant Director of Annual Giving; Dr. Christopher

N. Breiseth, Wilkes President; Gordon Roberts '60 of Plains Township; Elizabeth Roche Ward

'72 of Dallas; Sandra Beynon of Kingston, Interium Vice President of Alumni, Development and

University Relations; Postupak; Jacqueline Carroll'85, M'88 of Mountaintop; Bob Edgerton M'75

of Shavertown and Claire Fox of Dallas, Director of Annual Giving. 071796





July 12,1996 Page 7 - The Wyoming Valley Jewish Reporter

CENTER
Brader, active in JCC over 40 years, honored

Pictured is the planning committee, l-r: Jint row: Bob Gelb, toailmaiter. Rick Evan..
assistant JCC director, Len Brader, Betty Schuler. Max Bartikowsky, co < hairman. and Um
Gocringer; second row: Lee Vincent, Dave Tieg. Ralph Capriilo, Doug Palmieri. Dr George
Moses. Don Cooper, community executive director, and Joe Savil:. co-chairman

In what proved to I z an extraordinary affair,
acrowd-packedaudii'-numat the JewishCom-
munity Center was the site of a tribute paid to
Len Brader. a septuagenarian who founded the
5:30 Basketball Club al the JCC 40 years ago.

Homage was paid to Brader, a World War
II veteran with servk ■: in Africa and Italy, for
his more than four de ades of participation in
this community as chairman of the judges of
various beauty pageants, as a behind-the-
scenes volunteer Io several organizations,
including the John Heinz. Institute of Reha­
bilitation Medicine, and as a fun-loving High
Commissioner and founder of the 5:30 Bas­
ketball Club at the JCC - composed of active
adult sportsmen. Resolutions from the Senate
and House of Representatives of Pennsylva­
nia by Senators Chai les Lemmond and Ray
Mustoand Representatives Kevin Bkium.md
Phyllis Mundy, respectively, were read al the
occasion, as were resolutions by the Luzerne
County Commissioners and the Mayor of the
city of Wilkes-Bane, both of whom declared
Sunday. June 23, as "Len Brader Day."

Dignitaries at the brunch included (he
Honorable Max Rosenn, U.S. Third Circuit
Judge; ^^Christopher N. Breiscth, presit I ent
of WilkestJihverMly: Rex Parker, chiefpostal
Inspector of Philadelphia; Dr. Mahmoud
Fahmy, chairman of the Luzerne County
Community College BoardofTrustees; Judge
Gifford Cappcl I ini: Dr. Robert Capin, former

Wilkes college president; Tom Pugh, vice
president of (he John I Icmz Institute of Reha­
bilitation Medicine; and Congressman Paul
L. Kanjorski, who read a letter from Presi­
dent Bill Clinton congratulating Brader on
his humanitarian efforts. Congressman
Kanjorski commented that this tribute to
Brader was the essence of Americana in honor­
ing a common nun who has performed hu­
manitarian and philanthropic services over a
period of four decades, behind die scenes, and
without looking for personal rew ard or honors.

Participating in the program were co-chair­
men Joe Savitz and Max Bartikowsky; Robert
Gelb, toastmaster, Lee Vinccnt. former partner
of Brader in their theatrical agent business;
Frank Loch, who was Brader* s Army captain
in Bari, Italy, and who reminisced about tome
war-time experiences wlicn Brader wu in
charge of entertainment and lur.tcd die Andrew s
Sisters, Joe Louis. Frank Sinatra. Phil Silvers,
Alan Jones and other personalities; Lou

Goeringer.whonudca special preicntahunof
a photo album prepared by Betty Schuler and
had special gourmet cam made up with im
prints of the program JDr George *4 o.c. wl;<»
delivered one of hit famou. 'roa.it'.” of In.
longtime friend, and Savitz. Brader's legal
affairs advisor, wh>> narrated the video pre­
pared by Ralph Capri sto Studio, revealing
some pa.t events in Brader'? life

Don Cooper. JCC community executive
director, made a special presentation of a
plaque dedicating the Health Club Locker
Room al the JCC in honor of Brader.
Bartikow iky, of Bartikowiky Jewelers, pre­
vented a gold clock w uh a dedicatory inscrip­
tion to make sure that Brader gets to his
appointments on time.

The audience often bunt into laugher and
praise as the life of Brader, who turned 79 on
June 24. was revealed. For hi* birthday, he
was prevented with a huge birthday cake in
the shape of a basketball court.
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$7 MILLION CLASSROOM BUILDING
GOING UP ON WILKES CAMPUS

WILKES-BARRE -- Construction crews are hard at work al Wilkes University

building a $7 million classroom building on South Franklin Street.

"Construction is progressing on schedule, we fully expect to occupy the

building by August," said Paul A. 0'1 lop, vice president for business affairs and

auxiliary enterprises.

The 55,000 square foot facility will house the School of Liberal Arts and

Human Sciences and the School of Business, Society and Public Policy, along with

common facilities, such as computer labs, classrooms, and student and faculty

lounges. Currently, the departments within each school are located across the

University's historic downtown campus. The new facility will help create a stronger

physical identity for both schools.

Faced in a deep reddish-brown blend of brick, the structure will blend in with

the distinguished older buildings and the new buildings on campus. Multiple gables

on the street side of the building have been designed to continue the scale and

rhythm of the grand old houses. On each end of the building is an entryway which

-MORE-
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leads visitors into the Dean's office suites for each of the schools.

"The style of the building will fit into the look of historical downtown

Wilkes-Barre and will do a great deal to enhance the campus," said O'Hop.

The construction of this facility is the latest step in a S25 million campus

development project Wilkes University announced in August 1993 In addition to

the classroom and office building, Wilkes will renovate the Stark Learning Center

and its laboratories to accommodate the new Doctor of Pharmacy Program and also

build a new student center and dining facility.

The campus building project will divide the 27-acre campus into two distinct

areas. The northern half of the campus will encompass an academic quadrangle,

housing the majority of the classroom, faculty offices, and laboratory buildings. The

southern half will form the residential quadrangle where many of the student

residence halls are located. The plan also calls for additional parking facilities within

the southern quad as well as a "greenway" through the middle of campus.

"The look of the quadrangle will give Wilkes a real collegiate feel, w’hich is

quite an achievement for a campus in an urban setting," said O'Hop.

PHOTO: Standing from left to right: Robert Saffian, staff architect; Wilkes

University President Dr. Christopher N. Breiseth; Thomas B. Hadzor, vice president

for development; Paul A. O'Hop, vice president for business affairs and auxiliary

enterprises; and Dr. J. Michael Lennon, vice president for academic affairs.

-30- 033195



IBucknell Junior College alumnae gather for reunion
More than 30 alumnae of the Bucknell University

Junior College, precursor to Wilkes University,
gathered in July for their annual reunion with
former dean of women, Norma Sangiuliano Tybur-
ski (“Sangy") of Mountaintop. She funds four
scholarships at Wilkes and is a member of the
Wilkes University Council, a national organization
of outstanding alumni and friends who serve as ad­
visors to the president of Wilkes.

Women from the classes of 1938 through 1952
gathered for the luncheon held in Conyngham Hall
on the Wilkes campus. They were joined by Wilkes
president Dr. Christopher N. Breiseth and his wife,
Jane.

From the left are, first row: Dr. Breiseth, Sandra
Beynon M’85, executor director of alumni and de­
velopment, Wilkes; Betty Benscoter Frank, '40;
Katherine P. Freund, '42; Norma Sangiuliano 

Tyburski, Lillian Greenhut, '41; Muriel Rees, '41;
Loretta Farris, '44; Jane Breiseth; second row,
Lilyanne (Lee) Babskie Quinn, '40; Lydia Green-
baum Berman, '40; Olive Thomas Peam, '42; Eliz­
abeth Womelsdorf Mitchell, '42; Dorothy T. Carroll,
'40; third row, Dr. Phyllis Eichler Berger, '42; 11-
aria Zubritzky, '38; Sallyanne Rosenn,'42; Louise
Saba Carol, '45; fourth row, Genevieve Brennan
Davis, '39; Janet Post Phillips, '44; Kathryn Hiscox
Quinn, '44; Ruth Teschler Voelker, '44; fifth row,
Louise S. Hazeltine, '45; Marion Martin Frantz, '39;
Priscilla Sweeney Smith, '50; Rita Seitchek Dicker,
'42; Charlotte Reichlin Cutler, '42; sixth row, Han­
nah Jacobs Friedman, '38; Helen M. Janoski
Parker, '44; Marion Waters Bressler, '41; Barbara
Medland Farley, '50; Treveryan Speicher Kramer,
'43; seventh row, Helen Bitler Raltson, '52; Karen
Jones, alumni office secretary, and Hilary Zubrit­
zky.



UNITED WAY THANKS ITS-SUPPORTERS — The United Way of
Wyoming Valley honored parochial, public, and private schools which
participated In a fund raising campaign to benefit the organization.
Benjamin Morris, of the Wyoming Valley West Education
Association, received the Unsung Volunteer Hero Award for his 25
years of dedication and service to the United Way's annual
campaign. Pictured form left are: Dr. Robert Fumanti, Wyoming Area
School District; Dr. Christopher N. Breiseth..Will<es University; Walter
Klepaski, United Way Education Division member; and Walter
Glogowski, Pennsylvania State Education Association.
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Brader honored for service to JCC, community
A well-known basketball person-

o ality was recently honored at the
§ Jewish Community Center,
1 Wilkes-Barre.

f
Len Brader was recognized for

his founding of the basketball club
at the Jewish Community Center

'c
I

£

5

40 years ago.
Brader, a veteran of World V/ar

II, served in Africa and Italy. He
lias been chairman of the judges
of various beauty pageants and a
behind-the-scenes volunteer to
several organizations including
the John Heinz Institute of Reha­
bilitation Medicine. He was the
recipient of resolutions from the
State House of Representatives
and Senate, the City of Wilkes-
Barre and the Luzerne County
Commissioners.

Dignitaries at the fun brunch in­
cluded the Honorable Max
Rosenn, U.S. Third Circuit Judge;
Dr. Christopher Breiscth, presi­

dent of Wukcs University: Jtex
Parker, Chief Postal Inspector of
Philadelphia; Dr. Mahmoud
Fahmy, chair of Luzerne County
Community College Board of
Trustees; Luzerne County Judge
Gifford Cappellini; Bob Capin,
former Wilkes College President;
Tom Pugh, vice president of the
John Heinz Institute of Rehabilita­

tion Medicine, and Congressman
Paul Kanjorski.

Kanjorski read a letter from
President Bill Clinton con­
gratulating Brader on his humani­

tarian efforts. Kanjorski com­
mented that this tribute to Brader
was the essence of Americana tn
honoring a common man who per­
formed humanitarian and philan­
thropic services over a period of 

four decades, behind the scenes,
and without looking for personal
reward or honors

Participating tn the progam
were Attorney Joe Savltz and Max
Bartikowsky, chairpersons, Rebel
Gelb, toastmaster. Lee Vincent,
f.rmcr pctMT W11 r ... r
theatrical agent butineu; Frank
Loch, who was Brader'* Army
Captain in Bari. Italy

Longtime friend Dr. George
Moses delivered oce cf his famous
roasts Don Cooper, JCC commu­
nity executive director, made a
special presentation cf a plaque
dedicating the health club locker
room in honor of Brader.

Seated from left are Bcb Gelb, 

toastmaster, Rick Evans, assis­
tant director JCC, Izn Brader
Betty Schuler. Max Bartikowsky.
co chairman, Lou Gocnngcr,
standmg, Lee Vincent, Dave Te:g
Ralph Capristo, Doug Palmieri.
Dr George Mcces, Don Cooper
executive director of the JCC. and
Attorney Joe Savitl, cochairman



school employee contributors and
those who served as campaign so­
licitors He also honored the

United Way fetes area schools^^
All local learning institutions extended a special thank-you to all

who provided support towards the
recent United Way o( Wyoming
Valley fund raising campaign
were honored at a special recogni­
tion program held at Wilkes Uni
versity.

Parochial, public and private
schools, as well as local colleges
and universities, received special
certificates of appreciation for
their record-breaking employee
campaign contributions. Those
contributions totaled $241,138. The
dollars pledged by the school em­
ployees will help to address crit­
ical human service needs for area
residents.

Walter Klepaski, United Way
Education Division staff member,

Education Division CoChairmen
From left, with Kelpaski (far

right) are: Walter Glogowski, PA
Slate Education Association
(left), Dr. Robert A. Fumanti,
Wyoming Area School District;
Dr. Christopher N. Breiseth.
TTilkes University-

An “Unsung Volunteer Hero"
award was presented to Benjamin
Morris of the Wyoming Valley
West Education Association, for
providing over 25 years of humble
and dedicated service to the
United Way's annual campaign.
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and Gown inspired
Wilkes’ ‘Dream Team’

Editor:
With the close of the greatest men’s basketball season in

the history of Wilkes University, 1 want to thank the media
for their extensive coverage of this "hometown team." In
addition, I want to thank the fervent and loyal fans from
the Wyoming Valley who supported the team during the
season, the MAC playoffs and the NCAA Tournament. Hie
cavalcade of Martz buses and individual cars traveling to
Lancaster and honking in support on 1-81 was itself a
heartwarming part of the experience. The more than 1,000
Wilkes fans in the Franklin and Marshall gymnasium on
Saturday night was a great tribute to the Wilkes “Dream
Team” of 1995-1950. This display of "Town and Gown" sol­
idarity was a tangible expression of Wilkes-Barre as a col­
lege town. Whether we were students, faculty, staff,
trustees, alumni, families of the players or simply citizens
of the Greater Wilkes-Barre community, we were togeth­
er as one in supporting a fine group of young men reach­
ing for national greatness. Their successful record of 28
wins, two losses, even with their defeat to F&M in the
Elite Eight contest, enhanced our pride as a university
and as a Wyoming Valley community. We thank the mem­
bers of the team for this gift as well as for a season of
memorable basketball. ’ /" I / -

Christopher N. Breiseth V. P In r
. President 3 ( | 5 / <

Wilkes University 
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In Your Town

 Annual Giving, Wilkes
University; Unell Lukesh, Carl Postupak, Sr., William Leandri, Carl
Postupak, Jr., Steve Cook, Gary Williams, John I. Moore, Thomas B.
Hadzor, vice president of alumni, development and university
relations; Sandra A. Beynon, executive director of alumni and
development, Wilkes University. ■

WILKES CONDUCTS COMMUNITY/BUSINESS CAMPAIGN — University, Jocelyn Plccone, Dr. Christopher N. Breiseth, president,
The Wilkes University Annual Giving Office is currently conducting its Wilkes University. Standing: Claire S. Fox, director, Annual Giving;
Community/Business Campaign. Funds raised will help to achieve Maureen A. Burke, assistant director, ‘ - — -
the University’s total Annual Fund goal of $1,050,000. More than  
forty volunteers will be asking 300 local businesses for their support
through March. Robert Edgerton, Franklin First Savings Bank, Is
volunteer chairman. Seated, from left, are: Sandra Piccone, John J.
Jablowskl, Jr., Kathleen Dunsmuir, Janet Jones, Edgerton, Marilyn K.
Snyder, Helen B. Edgerton, assistant dean, Admissions, Wilkes
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Arena supporters toss another pitch for state funding
■ The governor’s task force,
which gathers input on sports
facilities, was in Scranton on
Friday. Throughout much of
the hearing, Luzerne County
leaders sought support for the
proposed arena.
DyCECBTODD_____________________
■nmooLosdofSM Writer

SCRANTON — Uke Lazarus, the
arena Just won't stay dead.

During a hearing Friday In Scranton,
community leaders from Luzerne
County brought the Issue back to life.

Kingston Mayor Gary Reese was one
of the first to testify before Gov. Tom
Ridge's Sports & Exposition Facilities
Task Force.

“Qur population keeps getting older 

and older and older. We have a number
of universities, but our young people re­
ally have nothing to do," Reese said.

An arena/conventlon center, he said,
would “make life better for people."

The hearing, one of seven being held
around the state, allowed the governor’s
task force to gather Input about the
sports and exposition Industries In
Pennsylvania.

About a dozen people attended the
hearing. A lottery of submitted written
testimony determined who was allowed
to testify during Friday’s hearing. Those
not chosen will have another opportu­
nity in late April at a closing forum in
Harrisburg.

Ridge formed the task force in Octo­
ber to explore ways the state could sup­
port community, assets such os stadi­
ums, exposition centers and cultural at­
tractions.

Most of the Scranton hearing dealt 

with a Luzerne County issue: tire arena.
Reese said the arena failed when put

before a vote of the people because “we
tried selling It in terms of business and
Industry. But if it Just makes life better
for people, It's worth It."

The Kingston mayor said the state
should help with the project because "we
arc the state. We’re talking about the.
dollars we Invest every day, the dollars
our taxes send to Harrisburg ... You're
Investing in yourself no matter where
you live."

Dr. Mtcliael Jackson, a member of Hie
tank force, questioned whether Luzerne
County could maintain tire arena If the
state funded Its construction.

He asked, “Con you draw enough
people to maintain it after five to 10
yearn? As time passes, the attraction of
the facility can wear off and it can be­
come a financial burden."

Local promoter Thom Greco said the 

state should pay for the entire arena and
then let the county be responsible for
operating expenses.

“Die quality of life La going to keep
people here and get business to Invest."
he said.

Greco nald die state also needs to de­
vise a way to protect local promoters be­
cause when centers such as the arena
arc built, out-of fitate promoters try to
steal business away from the local pro­
moters.

In tire absence of an arena, the state
should require local colleges and univer­
sities that receive state funding to open
their doors to events, Greco nald.

"We have shown all the time. but the
colleges close their doors," he nald.
“These are immediate solutions where
there b already a public investment."

Wilken University-President Chrbto-
phrr Brebeth focused the forum’s atten­
tion on the "paroclilall'im" of the area 

and the difficulty in getting people of dif­
ferent communities to work together for
tire whole area.

He pointed out that It was Hazleton
voters who actually defeated the arena
referendum last May.

Young people were disappointed and
discouraged by the vote, he said.

“The arena drew In tremendous num­
bers of young people to vote," Brebeth
said. "When it lost, the negative feelings
by young people wan overwhelming. The
number of young people who nald, Tin
not staying* was very disheartening."

Steve Barrouk, president ol tire
Greater Wilkes-Barre Chamber of Busl-
ncia and Industry, told the tusk force
liiat the latest effort to build a Luzerne
County arena “is close to succeeding."

Legg Manon, a Philadelphia consult­
ing firm, b developing a financing plan
that ahould be ready by early April. The
plan calls for a $36 million arena.



Study dam, Wilkes,^
with impartianty^Q^

Editor: \X?

I am writing to express my disappointment with Dr.
Christopher Breiseth’s decision to encourage public sup­
port of Congressman I’aul Kanjorski’s plan to construct an
inflatable dam in the Susquehanna River in Wilkes-Barre.
Since this project has been the subject of some controver­
sy, I believe that Dr. Breiseth could have belter served the
Wyoming Valley community by remaining neutral on this
subject while facilitating an open discussion of the issues
that surround the dam project.

As a graduate of both bachelor's and master's degree
programs at Wilkes College, and as a current student at the
University, I am well aware of the caliber of Wilkes’ fac­
ulty. The members of the various departments that are
housed by the School of Science and Engineering possess
the knowledge and expertise that allow them to speak intel­
ligently and objectively about issues that have been raised
concerning potential impacts of the inflatable dam. They
could thus help to present a balanced view of this project,
thereby providing the residents of the Wyoming Valley
with information that would allow the community to fairly
judge the merits of the inflatable dam. Dr. Breiseth’s deci­
sion to openly support the dam, however, will likely have ,
the unfortunate consequence of breeding reluctance among I
Wilkes’ faculty members who have concerns about the dam
to openly express those concerns.

While Dr. Breiseth’s open support of the inflatable dam
is unfortunate, I believe that Wilkes still has an opportuni- I
ty to serve the Wyoming Valley community. I therefore
urge him, as the University's chief educator, to encourage :
his faculty members to participate in an open dialogue for
the purpose of educating the community at large. The res- i
idents of the Wyoming Valley, and of Luzerne County,
deserve to hear all sides of this issue before deciding
whether the project’s alleged benefits are worth risking its
potential costs. I hope that Dr. Breiseth will seize the
opportunity to participate in their education.

Robert Wasilewski
Wilkes-Barre.
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COUNCIL OF PRESIDENTS DISCUSSES LECTURE — The
Council of Presidents met recently at Wilkes University to discuss the
1996 Cooperative Lecture. This year’s lecture will feature one,of
America's foremost authorities on the Holocaust, Yehuda Bauer. The
lecture will be Sunday, April 28 at 7:30 p.m. at Wilkes University in
the Edward Darting Jr. Theatre of the Performing Arts. Bauer's talk,
‘Remembering for the Future: Failures, Lessons and Hope,” is free
and open to the public. For details, call 831-4773 or
1 -800-WILKES-U. ext 4773. Members of the .council are seated from
left Dr. Albert Anderson, the Rev. James Lackenmler, and Dr.
Thomas Winters. Standing: Thomas J. Moran and Dr. Christopher N.
Breiseth.
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96 Area colleges sponsor

talk by Holocaust expert
The Council of Presidents met recently at.Wilkes University to

discuss the 1996 Cooperative Lecture, which will feature an author-
ity on the Holocaust, Dr. Yehuda Bauer He is the Ida E King Dis­
tinguished Visiting Scholar in Holocaust Studies at Richard
Stockton College of New Jersey.

The lecture will be held al Wilkes University on Sunday, April
28, at 7:30p.m., in the Edward Darling Jr. Theatre of the Dorothy
Dickson Darte Center for the Performing Arts.

Bauer's talk, “Remembering for the Future: Failures, Lessons
and Hope," is free and open to the public.

The Cooperative Lecture is sponsored by the Jewish Community
Center, Wilkes University, College Misericordia, King's College,
Luzerne County Community College, Penn State Universi-
ty-Wilkes-Barre Campus and Wyoming Seminary.

For more information, call the Wilkes University Relations Of­
fice at 831-4773 or 1-800-WILKES-U, ext. 4773.

Members of the Council of Presidents are, seated from the left,
Dr. Albert Anderson, president, College Misericordia; Rev. James
Lackenmier, CSC, president, King’s College; and Dr. Thomas
Winters, campus executive officer, Penn State University
Wilkes-Barre Campus; standing, Thomas J. Moran, president, Lu­
zerne County Community College, and Dr. Christopher N.
Breiseth, president, Wilkes University.



Unique honor comes to giant of law
□ Judge Max. Rosenn’s friends and
colleagues reflect on the life of service that
will be recognized Monday.

ByJERRYLYHOTT___________ ________ M
Timas Loader Staff Writer

WILKES-BARRE — After Monday, when he pads up the
eight stone steps and passes through the front doors Into
the lobby, Senior U.S. Circuit Judge Max Roscnn will be
inside his courthouse.

It's a rare occurrence when Congress and the president
of the United States agree to name a federal building for
someone who Is living.

But Rosenn, 86. Is that rare person deserving such a
tribute, say those who know the Kingston resident

The 3rd U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals has set a special
session for Monday to dedicate the building for Rosenn.
who has been on the appeals bench since his appointment
In October 1970 by President Nixon.

Active and senior members of the federal court, family,
friends, former law clerks of the Judge, admirers and a few
others with Invitations will squeeze Into the larger of the
two small courtrooms on the second floor of the building
on South Main and West South streets In downtown
Wilkes-Barre.

□ See ROSENN, Page16A

TIMES LEADER'CLMtK VAR ORDER
Tho federal building on South Main and Wait South
stroots In downtown Wilkes-Barre will bo known as tho
Max Rosenn United States Courthouse. Rosenn, 86, of
Kingston has been on the 3rd U.S. Circuit Court foe
more than 26 years.

Z?
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Legal work broadened
Into public service
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College head’s endorsement of dam shouldn’t squelch informed debate)
Editor:
I am writing to express my disap­

pointment with Dr. Christopher N. Bre-
iseth, president of Wilkes University,
for his public support of Congressman
Paul Kanjorski's plan to construct an
inflatable dam in the Susquehanna
River in Wilkes-Barre.

Since this project has been the sub­
ject of some controversy, 1 believe that
Dr. Breiseth could have better served
the Wyoming Valley community by re­
maining neutral on this subject while
facilitating an open discussion of the is­
sues that surround the dam project.

As a graduate of both bachelor's and
master's degree programs at Wilkes
College, and as a current student at the
University, I am well aware of the cali­
ber of Wilkes' faculty.

The members of the various depart­
ments that arc housed by the school of
science and engineering possess the
knowledge and expertise that allow
them to speak intelligently and objec­
tively about Issues that have been
raised concerning potential Impacts of
the inflatable dam. They could thus
help to present a balanced view of this
project, thereby providing the residents
of the Wyoming Valley with information
that would allow the community to
fairly Judge the merits of the inflatable
dam.

The president's decision to openly
support the dam. however, will likely
have the unfortunate consequence of
breeding reluctance among Wilkes' fac­
ulty members who have concerns about
the dam to openly express those con­
cerns.

While President Brelseth's open sup­
port of the Inflatable dam Is unfortu-;
nate. 1 believe that Wilkes still has an]
opportunity to serve the Wyoming Val-<
ley community.

I therefore urge him. as the universi­
ty's chief educator, to encourage hia
faculty members to participate In an
open dialogue for the purpose of edu-’
eating the community at large.

The residents of the Wyoming Valley.
and of Luzerne County, deserve to heafj
all sides of this Issue before deciding
whether the project's alleged benefits
arc worth risking Its potential costs. *5

I hope that he will seize the opportu- J
nlty to participate in their education. }

Robert Wasllowskl ■
Wdkos-Barro}



ROBERT A. FORTINSKY RECEIVES ADL AWARD — Over 275 people were in attendance as Robert
A. Fortinsky, Kingston, was presented the Distinguished Community Service Award by the Greater
Wilkes-Barre Society of Fellows, Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B’rith. Citations were also presented
by local, state and federal governments including those from President Bill Clinton, Congressman Paul
Kanjorski, Senator Robert Dole, Governor Tom Ridge, former President Ronald Reagan, and
Representative Phyllis Mundy. From left are: Rabbi James R. Michaels, Dr. Christopher Breiseth, Dr.
Graham Spanier, Atty. Allan M. Kluger, Fortinsky, Esther B. Davidowitz, Stephen M. Alinikoff, and Dr.
Wallace B. Stettler.
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School Campaigns Set United Way Records/

■ •

School employees and students who made a donation to the 1995 United Way of Wyoming Valley
Campaign were recently extended a special note of thanks by United Way’s professional staff and vol­
unteer members of the Education Division Steering Council. The special thank you was provided to
recognize their generous giving, which set two records v/ithln the Education Division.

Dr. Christopher N. Breiseth, Dr. Robert A. Fumanti and Walter Glogowski, who co-chaired the
Education Division, proudly reported that 5240,035 was pledged. This figure represents the most dol­
lars ever raised and the largest increase ever over the previous year. The Division’s $225,000 goal
was exceeded by $15,035.

Shown above, left to right, at the final report meeting of the Education Division are the following
Steering Council volunteers and United Wavstaff, seated, Walter Glogowski, Pa. State Education
Association; Dr. Christopher N. Breiseth, Wilkes University; and Dr. Robert A. Fumanti, Wyoming Area
School District. Standing: Walter Klepaski, United Way; Gene SirnI, United Way; H. Jeremy .Packard,
Wyoming Seminary; Benjamin Morris, Wyoming Valley West Education Association; Anthony F. Kane,
Jr., Wyoming Valley WesFEducation Association; and David Lee, United Way.

Absent were Steering Council volunteers William Biniek, Wilkes-Barre Area School District; Patrick
Cawley, Diocese of Scranton; Frank Majikes, Bishop Hoban High School; and Kevin O’Connor, L.I.U.
18. .... .. ■



I

T<-
. WILKES. HOSTS LOCAL GUIDANCE ASSOCIATION — Wilkes
University Admissions Office recently hosted a visit of the Luzerne
County Guidance Counselors Association. The group met with Dr.
Christopher N. Breiseth, president of the University, as well as with
other representatives of the Wilkes’ Administration. Pictured, from
left, are: Breiseth, Maureen Voitek, Lucy Bologa, Cart Rosencrance
and Bob Zavada.



Clinton onlutcs a cheering crowd of King's College. He l» fjrtk-
cd by student President Patrick Murphy end college Pres.'dert
Christopher Brclseth.

Happy fans welcome
Clinton to coal town
HyAmy Wcstfeldt
AntocUited Pfwt

WILKES-BARRE — Car­
ting their camcorders and au­
tograph books, they flocked
by the hundreds to the water
that nearly wiped out their
homes for a glimpse of the
president.

And they weren't disap­
pointed.

"The man makes you feel
really, really, really relaxed,"
says John Stajcwskl. who
after losing Ids basement to 

last month's Coed has no rea­
son to be relaxed.

"He's cocL“ said Sta,'cw-
skl's grandson, 11-year-ckl
Charles, who playr th? saxo­
phone like the president.
"He's popular."

"He was very good al auto-
graphs," said Bill Coclhangh.
57. "He's a lot taller than I
thought he was."

President Clinton chose as
his audience Friday a friendly
working clara Democratic
community so starstruck by

Please see CUNTCHPage 8



/Bookstore
seen adding
chapter
on growth
■ Proposal to establish
business on West Market
Street targets college
students.
»yTOMOBRZur.m.^ [a
Timer UadcrEkelnciaWraer

WILKES-BARRE — A proposal
by a group or professional.*! for a
downtown college bookstore
could become the ilrnt r.tep In tlie

’rrvjtallzatfon of Went Market

Community leaders dur-
’“•‘hevrral mnnthn by

member* of
' Wilkes-Barre To­
morrow. Commu*
nlly learfem and
representative!! of
King’s College find
Wllkr-i Unt'.rTf.tly
luivc met three
times in the past 

the project.
"IllLn Ln U won-

derful llrot r.lrp to­
wards providing
another outlet and 

'/ omtr
> ; lnfI 1

WAoDarro?
CrilTho
Timca Lc-idct
News Talk
Lna at 020-
7259 to (pro
your
cugaosLons.

another activity in
the downtown for
Ixi Ur the etudenta
of the arr-i anil the
regular communi­
ty." raid G-rry Mi­
halick. treasurer of
Wilken Barre To­

morrow. a group of prufenslomih
encouraging economic and cul­
tural growth tn the region.

By becoming a destination
point, he Bold, the Ixxjlc-.’uir
would produce |x-de-.trtui traffic
and. liopcfulty, oilier buainese
growth. The bookatapc's customer
base would be tlie more than
1.800 full-time atudmts at Wilkes
and the 1.7G0 full-time otudenta
at King'd.

"The proposal, only In its In­
fancy stage, la that u nite equidis­
tant between the two cchoota
might possibly be designated and
then uoed to house a downtown
activity center." cold Todd
Vonderhdd. president of Wilkes-
Barre Tomorrow and director of
■ Soo BOOKSTORE, Pago 10A

Bookstore-
(Continued fl can Psge LA]

the Greater Wilkes-Barre Cham­
ber of Business and Industry,
which also supports the project

1 The proposal has "The
i Collegiate" located next to Lowe’s

Restaurant & Cocktail Lounge on
West Market Street.

The owner of the buidilng
planned for rite. Gaetano Serpleo.
could not be reached for ccm-
ment

It nays the block between River
Street and North Franklin Street
occupies an Important porillon In
relation Io other rignlllcant revi­
talization prwjerta. rsurh an tlie
riverfront and Inflatable darn pro-
Jcctn proponed by U.S. Rep. Paul
Kanjornkl. f) Nantfaokr.

"A mitralL’rd IxxJudnrr would
| be a wonderful opportunity to get
I doner cooperation between tlie two
i unlvtmtfon and < . would bring
1 lock an opportunity for Hie rtiy to

otart growing In llfit area. “ Kan-
Jorskl «ald. lie Kild he met Monday
with cotlrgf? rXlktab and Wilken
Barre Tomorrow rnrrnlxm.

j "It would net. n nkc {nyrhntirf

I
ral effect tn the community," Kan-
jornkl Bald, "It helps in making
Wllkeo-B-irre a real college hnni."

The Army Corps of Engineers
estimate-! a Like re"u!iln,*. k m
Kanjur’skr'n dam project would at •

’ tract more Hum -t(M.(X^pcrx,ui
annually.

"The Collegiate." as It’s pro­
posed. would serve the traditional
function cf a bookstore, but also
could Include other features such
os a restaurant, reading and
studying space, and an Internet
cafe, wherein students could
browse the World Wide Web com­
puter network while socializing.

Some officials have said the
colleges might be opposed to the
Idea because it might hurt them
financially because both book­
stores are now located on cam­
pus. Both stores are run by Fol­
lette College Stores. Chicago. 111.

Wilkes-Barre Mayor Tom Mc-
Groarty called the bookstore pru-
pxnal "neat." but said a lot of peo­
ple nrr talking about doing some­
thing but haven’t dircus-Tcd fi­
nancing.

Tlir jTroblcm Li money, noth­
ing other Ilian money." he said.
"We’rr not the YrEow Brick
Road.”

M< Groarly eald the project wxi
first Buggratnl by former Mayor
Lee tijnjy aUidr.l two yearn tij-’.o
MrGrnetrty n->.‘d hr Iniually ny-t
wtlh King’s Coffog*- preddmt the
IZrv, James Uu lommifT Hirer
mnnIhA ago tn dlvim tlx- future
cf Um: project. Ifo lud another
mrrBr;g wtlh ropn-icTiiairm from
both cnilrg's onTuesday.

"We rnovrd forward." M -
Groarty aald <J Tuewlj/'a meet
Ing Tl.'y'il Lr Lack tn two w—hi
wiih Idcxi."

Lackrnmler naid Tuesday it
wxi txx» rarty to comment or> the

proposal, but ra'-d cunununlh
leaders nrv meet routinely abotu
projects that could luster down
town economic growth.

“We’cv still (Wfatg." he «a^l
"But ndt reaping.

Wilken 11v -4<!rnt Clutrdnphri
HrtAeth could not be ir.wired foi
cornmentTuesday. 1 }

Although the projert has msw
hurdle* tu ovcicutnc. It to a Umi
for development. Vur»drrliek
nald.

*Tbfo pivjrct tn ntmply an qt
tempt to uhc u captive |hm>! <4cull
C’rr.’-rn and Irmr.ine pnlmtrUr
traffic for downtown Wilkrfi

Im- fwitl. ’That < »pttV'
market ta Hut of the two rx iiooh.'



In Your Town

WILKES CONDUCTS COMMUNITY/BUSINESS CAMPAIGN —
The Wilkes University Annual Giving Office Is currently conducting its
Community/Buslness Campaign. Funds raised will help to achieve
the University’s total Annual Fund goal of $1,050,000. More than
forty volunteers will be asking 300 local businesses for their support
through March. Robert Edgerton, Franklin First Savings Bank, Is
volunteer chairman. Seated, from left, are: Sandra Piccone, John J.
Jablowskl, Jr., Kathleen Dunsmuir, Janet Jones, Edgerton, Marilyn K.
Snyder, Helen B. Edgerton, assistant dean, Admissions, Wilkes 

University; Jocelyn Piccone, Dr. Christopher N. Broiseth, president.
Wilkes University. Standing: Claire S. Fox, director, Annual Giving;
Maureen A. Burke, assistant director. Annual Giving. Wilkes
University; Llnell Lukesh, Carl Postupak. Sr., William Leandri, Carl
Postupak, Jr., Steve Cook, Gary Williams, John I. Moore, Thomas B.
Hadzor, vice president of alumni, development and university
relations; Sandra A. Bcynon, executive director of alumni and
development, Wilkes University.



1 Nation’s chief executive hears tales of heroism
By CAROL CRANE
Citimru'Voice Staff Writsr

When the Jan. 19 flood forced an evacuation of Mercy
Hospital in Wilkes-Barre, hospital employee Jean Wild
look immediate action, helping to move more than 100 pa­
tients.

Only in office for two weeks, Luzerne County Commis­
sioner Chairman Tom Makowski saw the Susquehanna
River was reaching dangerous levels on Jan. 19 and he
took immediate action, ordering the evacuation of 100,000
people.

When flooding overtook the western part of the state,
19-year-old world champion jet skier Eric Malone took
immediate action, rescuing five people.

Wild, Makowski, Malone, and others were present at a
round table discussion held at King's College in Wilkes-
Barre yesterday. At the center of the table, listening in­
tently to the tales of heroic action and split-second deci­
sions, was President Bill Clinton.

Also participating in the discussion were Wilkes-Barre
Mayor Tom McGroarty, Congressman Paul Kanjorski,
Gov. Tom Ridge, and Federal Emergency Management
Agency director James Lee Witt

Vivid enlarged photographs of the recent flood damage
in the Wyoming Valley provided the backdrop at the King's
College chapel for the round table discussion. The event
was the president’s second stop of his area visit yesterday.

Prior to coming to King’s, Clinton surveyed creek dam­
age on Parkin Street in the Parsons section of Wilkes-
Barre and spoked with residents whose property sustained
damage when a churning Laurel Run Creek spilled over its
banks and into their homes.

Clinton sat at the head of the table with Luzerne County
Emergency Management Agency director Jim Siracuse to
his right Siracuse led off the lively discussion by present­
ing a synopsis of the events leading up to the flood of Jan.

19 and 20 and the evacuation of lOT.tX/) Wyoming Valley
residents. As the EMA director related the events leading
up Hie evacuation, the president hx»krd MVtnl at
the pictures behind him, telling the audience of about 2W
dignitaries, "I am trying to visualize all you have been
through.”

Clinton related to the group details of his visit just
minutes before with the residents of Parsons. ”1 was very
moved by the spirit of the people there and the stories they
told me," he said. "I have follower! this problem with great
interest.”

But the president noted tlx; Federal Emergency Man­
agement Agency has already kicked in JU million to Penn­
sylvania to help launch the recovery effort in addition to
the more than 111 million tn low interest loans which will
be provided by the Small Buainem Administration and the
millions from the Department of Transportation for
repairs to road and bridge, which sustained heavy damage
from the flood.

And, the president pledged, more help b on the way in
the form of the Wyoming Valley Levee Raising Project.

"I want to emphasize the Army Corps has now agreed to
move forward with a contract. We want to make sure the
Wyoming Valley will not be subject to a flood like that
which came in 1972," the president remarked.

The president aEo heard from Wilkes College President
Christopher Breiseth who took personal charge of
evacuating Dial school last month when it appeared the
Susquehanna would spill over the levees in Wilkes-Barre.

Attesting to the ensuing recovery effort, Denise Gingher
of Wilkes-Barre explained how her mother had applied for
flood relief assistance and received a check only two days
after federal inspectors visited their home. Gingher elic­
ited a chuckle from the president after she related her
mother was reluctant to cash the federal treasury check
because she wasn’t sure what it was for. Gingher said she
called FEMA io verify the check was to pay for their claim

for a collapsed foundation wall and other damage .
After hearing the Gingher'® account, Clinton joked, "If

we had a million people like you. we could wive this coun­
try's problem® "

Sandra Solovey, a small buamca owner who applied for
a SEA dcaster .vaistancc loan and got it to repair her auto
repair/uned car businesa, abo testified to the local recov­
ery effort

Makowski lauded the work of Siracuse anil hr. EMA staff
during the recent flooding and abo praised the response by
federal authorities Including the Army Ccrps nt Engineers’
announcement Thursday of final approval for the plan for
the Wyoming Valley Levee Raining Project Addressing
the president, Makowiki said. "Your commitment over the
past three years, that has made a difference in Luzerne
County.”

Ridge announced that a special s<s..:-.n of the state
Legislature will convene on March 11 to consider addi­
tional stale action to help the stale recover.

KanjcrJu said the raising the tLkes will provide addi­
tional security from floods for 400.0W people and praised
the Cimino Administration seeing to it that the the project
was taken eff the tack turner cf the federal bureaucracy.

The president also listened with interest to Mayor
^McGroarty's accounting cf his first month in office and

quipped, “You sure got your feet wet.” The president then
heard impassioned pleas from several other mayor; in­
cluding Donald Hargraves Sr. of Mocanaqua and John
Jablowski of Ashley who asked that federal assistance be
provided for their small ' Please do something for
us, please,” said Hargraves whose river front town is not
protected ty any levees.

Other mayors testifying including Jimmy Connors of
Scranton, Wasil Kobela cf Nanticoke, Larry Guitson of
Duryea, and Gary Reese cf Kingston, Attorney Joseph
Cosgrove and state Rep Stanley Jarolin (D-119),



A place to stay, eV
out of harm’s

Editor:
As life slowly returns to normal following our flood emer­

gency, I want to thank College Misericordia and Martz
Trailways. Their response to our request for help ensured
the timely and safe evacuation of our campus. Our friends
at College Misericordia graciously gave our students a
place to stay and Martz responded immediately with buses
to transport our students out of harm’s way.

Our decision to evacuate, shortly after the order was
announced, was made with our students’ safety as the pri­
mary concern. We wanted everyone out of danger quickly.

Dedicated Wilkes staff members left their home and fam­
ilies in the middle of the night to help move vital records
and equipment. The results of this extraordinary effort was
an efficient and safe evacuation. All thanks to the help of
our friends and the cooperation of our students and staff.

Christopher N. Breiseth
President

Wilkes University
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Wilkes appreciates help
Editor:
As life slowly returns to normal fol­

lowing our flood emergency, I want to
thank College Mlscricordla and Martz
Trailways. Their response to our re­
quest for help ensured the timely and
safe evacuation of our campus. Our
friends at College Mlscricordla gra­
ciously gave our students a place to
stay, and Martz responded Immediately
with buses to transport our students
out of harm’s way.

Our decision to evacuate, shortly af­
ter the order was announced, was made
with our student's safety as the primary
concern. We wanted everyone out of
danger quickly.

Dedicated Wilkes staff members left
their homes and families in the middle
of the night to help move vital records
and equipment. The result of this ex­
traordinary effort was an efficient and
safe evacuation, thanks to the help of
our friends and the cooperation of our
students and staff.
>. Christopher N. Brelseth
I President

MU WjUfRs-Uniynrsity.
1Wilkes-Barre
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Wilkes holds orientation meeting for its volunteer fundraisers

Community/business leaders will seek financial aid for university’s Annual Fund goal of $1,050,000
Wilkes University recently held an orientation meeting

for its Community/Business fundraising volunteers at the
Dorothy Dickson Darte Center for the Performing Arts.
Forty volunteers will ask local businesses for their sup­
port of the Wilkes Annual Fund in the upcoming months.

Funds raised in the Community/Business campaign
will help to achieve the university’s total Annua! Fund
goal of 51,050,000. Volunteer drive chairman is Robert
Edgerton, M’75, of Franklin First Savings Bank.

Front row, from the left, are Sandra Piccone, ’77, 

community volunteer; John J Jablowski Jr., Mellon
Bank; Kathleen Dunsmuir, PNC Bank, Janet Jones, ’85,
M'90, Mellon Bank, Robert Edgerton, M'75, the Commu-
nity/Business chairman, Franklin First Savings Bank;
Marilyn K. Snyder. '62, M'81, Marilyn K. Snyder Real
Estate; Helen B. Edgerton, '87, assistant dean, admis­
sions, Wilkes University; Jocelyn Piccone, M’89, Wyo­
ming Valley Health Care System, and Dr Christopher N.
Breiseth, president, Wilkes University.

Back row: Claire S. Fox, director. Annual Giving;

Maureen A. Burke, assistant director, Annual Giving.
Wilkes University ; Linell Lukash, '73, Law offices of John
P.Moses; Carl Postupak Sr., Postupak Painting Co. Inc.;
William Leandri, '69, M‘76, Luzerne National Bank, Carl
Postupak Jr., Postupak Painting Co. Inc.; Steve Cook,
Mellon Bank; Gary Williams, ’72, M-82, PNC Bank; John
J Moore, '80, PNC Bank; Thomas B. Hadzor, vice presi­
dent of alumni development and university relations, and
Sandra A. Beynon, M’85, executive director of alumni and
development, Wilkes University.



SCHOOL CAMPAIGNS SET UNITED WAY RECORD — School employees and students, who made a
donation to the 1995 United Way of Wyoming Valley Campaign, were recently extended a note of thanks

j by United Way's professional staff and volunteer members of the Education Division Steering Council. ;
'The generous giving set two records within the Education Division; $240,035 was pledged. Shown at the
final report meeting of the Education Division, from left, seated, are: Walter Gloqowski, Dr. Christopher
N, Breiseth, and Dr. Robert A. Fumanti. Standing: Walter Klepaski, Gene Simi, H. Jere’my Packard,
Benjamin Morris, Anthony F. Kane Jr., and David Lee.
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Wilkes scholarship donors thanked at annual luncheon

From loft are first row: Mary Piatt and Olga Davis, sponsors of Craig Piatt Sdiohrshp. Rebecca
Baker, recipient of Harvey & Mildred Johnson Scholarship. Second row Trudy Piatt, sponsor cl
Craig Piatt Scholarship; Dr. Christopher N. Brciscth. Wilkes president, and Kerrie Barney,
recipient of Harvey & Mildred Johnson Scholarship.

Another table at the luncheon includes, from left, first row: Christopher Rebels, recipient of Wtfiam
Randolph Hearst Scholarship; J. Michael Lennon, vice president cl academic affairs; Jessica
Murray, recipient of Elizabeth & Albert Grabarek Scholarship, and William Umphred, trustee
emeritus. Second row: Jason Majiros, recipient of Robert McBride Memorial Scholarship; Joe and
Mike McBride, and Tom Hadzor, vice president for development.

Wilkes University's recent
scholarship donors’ luncheon
gave students the chanca to
thank t|io individuals and
businesses who have helped
make then education possible.

Shown In top photo at loll mo,
first row Ruth Molborger,
Clifford K. Melborger, Wilkos
University Board ol Trustees
member, and Doiuon Diaz
Second row: Christopher
Sloboda, recipient of Sidney
and Pauline Frlodrnan
Scholarship; Margiu
Grosklewlcz, recipient of Iho
Harry and Gloria Florvorker
Scholarship and tho I larvoy and
Mildred Johnson Scholarship;
Jeffrey Diaz, scholarship
riimiarcli specialist fund, and
Claire Fox, Wilkes director of
annual giving.

In lower photo al loll are, from
loll: Dr. Sandy A f uroy, Wilke .
University Council rnombor;
Ronald Honlr.k, recipient of Ilia
Sandy Furey Scholarship and
Arm Mario Ulaslck, recipient of
Iho Kenneth I. Pollock
Scholarship.



Key personnel of education division

United Way thanks supporters from education
School employees and students who made dona­

tions to the 1995 United Way of Wyoming Valley
campaign received a special note of thanks from
United Way’s professional staff and volunteer
members of the Education Division Steering
Council.

Dr. Christopher N. Breiseth, Dr. Robert A.
Fumanti and Walter Glogowski, who co-chaired
the education division, reported that $240,035 was
pledged, which represents the most dollars ever
raised, the largest increase ever over a previous
year, and exceeded the division's $225,000 goal. x

Seated, from the left, are Glogowski, Pennsyl­
vania State Education Association; Dr. Breiseth,
Wilkes University; Dr. Fumanti, Wyoming Area
School District; standing, Walter Klepaski and
Gene Sirni, United Way; H. Jeremy Packard,
Wyoming Seminary; Benjamin Morris, Anthony
F. Kane Jr., Wyoming Valley West Education As­
sociation; David Lee, United Way.

Missing are William Biniek, Wilkes-Barre Area
School District; Patrick Cawley, Diocese of Scran­
ton; Frank Majikes, Bishop Hoban High School;
Kevin O'Connor, LIU 13.



WILKES NAMES 1995 PRESSER SCHOLAR — William Bratton, a
senior Music Education and Percussion major at Wilkes University,
has been selected by the University's music faculty as the 1995
Presser Scholar. Bratten is a percussion student of Wilkes faculty
member Robert A. Nowak. Upon graduation from Wilkes, Bratten will
pursue a career as a music educator. The Presser Scholar receives
a cash award of $1,500, presented by the Theodore Presser
Foundation, and an additional $750 scholarship from the University.
From left are: Dr. Christopher N. Breiseth, president, Wilkes
University; Bratten, and Dr. Bruce J. Reiprich, associate professor
and acting chairperson, Music, Wilkes University. 1*^,
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Another table at the luncheon indudes, from left, first row: Christopher Rebels, recipient of William

Wilkes scholarship donors

From left are first row: Mary Piatt and Olga Davis, sponsors of Craig Piatt Scholarship;
Baker, recipient of Harvey & Mildred Johnson Scholarship. Second row. Trudy Piatt, sponsor of
Craig Piatt Scholarship; Dr. Christopher N. Broiscth, Wilkes president, and Kerrie B-irncy,
recipient of Harvey & Mildred Johnson Scholarship.

thanked at annual luncheon
Wilkes University’s recent

scholarship donors' luncheon
gave students tiro chance to
thank the individuals and
businesses who have helped
make their education possible

Shown in top photo at lelt are.
first row: Ruth Melborgor,
Clifford K. Molbergen Wilkes
University Board of Trustees
member, and Doreen Diaz.
Second row: Christopher
Sloboda, recipient of Sidney
and Paulino Friedman
Scholarship; Margie
Gro'ikiowicz, recipient of the
Harry and Gloria Flervorkar
Scholarship and Iho H.irvuy and
Mildred Johnson Scholarship;
Jeffrey Diaz, scholarship
research specialist fund, and
Claire Fox, Wilkes director of
annual giving,

In lower photo at lelt are. horn
tell Dr. Sandy A I uroy, Wilkes
Un .i r .it/ Conor il iiiurnbm;
Ronald Honir.k, mclpionl of Iho
Gandy Fumy Scholarship and
Ann Mana Blaalck, recipient ol
the Kenneth L Pollock
Scholars! lip.

Randolph Hearst Scholarship; J. Michael Lennon, vice president ol academic affairs; Jessica
Murray, recipient of Elizabeth & Albert Grabarek Scholarship, and William Umphrod. trustee
emeritus. Second row: Jason Mapros, recipient of Robert McBride Memorial Scholarship; Joe and
Mike McBride, and Tom Hadzor, vice president lor development.



Earth Conservancy: We’re not
going to take anyone’s home
EC sends out bills seeking back rent; some compare it to the days of robber coal barons
By CAROL CRANE
CMunf'Vole* Staff Writer

The ghosts of the coal barons have come back to haunt
some Luzerne County residents.

Recently, homeowners living in Sugar Notch, Warrior
Run, and other areas received bills from Earth Conservan­
cy for back lease payments for lands that once were held by
the defunct Blue Coal Corp. After more than 18 years in
bankruptcy court, 17,000 acres of Blue Coal holdings were
sold to Earth Conservancy.

In some cases, the residents who got billed for the back
lease payments own the homes which sit atop the land now
owned by Earth Conservancy. In other cases, bills for back
lease payments are being sent to municipalities, churches,
utilities, and others who have utilized and maintained
parcels of Blue Coal land for years but never obtained title
to it. •

One resident who recently got a bill alleged that Earth
Conservancy is using the old leases to strong arm people
into purchasing the land at inflated prices so that Earth 

Conservancy can sustain itself. Another resident expressed
fear that people whose homes are silting on the leased land
could be forced to move them. Both residents asked to
remain anonymous.

Earth Conservancy Executive Director Mike Dziak
acknowledged that when EC purchased the Blue Coal hold­
ings, the land leases which date back years were part of the
package. He confirmed bills are now being sent out for back
land lease payments but adamantly denied anyone is being
pressured to purchase the land at an unfair or inflated price.

Dziak said many people and municipalities already have
opted out of their leases in favor of purchasing the proper­
ty from EC. And in many cases, the purchase was a bar­
gain. For example, Earth Conservancy gave Ashley title to
some land for a ball field for JI.

The amount owed for the back lease payments is nomi­
nal, according to Dziak. He said those receiving bills are
extremely delinquent in their payments “These people
knew that had the responsibility to pay. There are more
bills going out as we go through all these leases," he
explained.

As for claims EC is selling Lind at inflated prices, Dzial
said sale prices are being set by certified land appraisers
"We arc not making there prices extraordinary or overpricet
for anyone," he emphasized. "We don't want to hurt anybody
We have b*tn giving special breaks to munJdpallLies and olh
er non -profits We're trying to be as fair as we can "

Dziak said EC would never foreclose on a home if the res
idenl leasing the land beneath it cannot afford to make tin
lease payments “It there Is a hardship case, we will lx
more than happy to give these people special consideration
The door is always open. We will work with anyone. No on<
is going to lose their home," he insisted.

Dziak characterized the old lease agreements as "ar
administrative nightmare."

"These leases are something we inherited," Dziak con
eluded. "We have no intention of hurting anyone "

Earth Conser/ancy is a private non-profit research ant
development think tank which is the brainchild of U.S. Con
gressman Paul Kanjoreki (D-Nanticoke) More than J2(
million in seed money for Earth Conservancy was obtained
by Kanjorski from the Department of Defense.



Earth Conservancy cv
opens its meetings

The Earth Conservancy Board of Directors, chaired by Dr.
Christopher Breiseth, has announced that beginning with its meet­
ing in September, meetings of the board and members will be
open to the public.

It is the intention of the board that all Earth Conservancy activi­
ties be open to the public, except as they relate to personnel, con­
tract negotiations, and other sensitive matters such as litigation,
Breiseth said.

The board's action makes the many activities that Earth Con­
servancy is managing more visible to the community, he said.

The board's objective is to develop better community under­
standing and support of Earth Conservancy's activities and its
mission, which is “to serve as the steward in the rccalamtion and
utilization of degraded land in partnership with government,
business, and education; and, to develop environmentally related
technologies that improve the economic competitiveness and the
quality of life of our community," Breiseth said.

Board and member meetings are held on the first Thursday of
the month. Board meetings begin at 8 a.m.; member meetings
follow immediately afterward. The dates for upcoming board and
member meetings are: Sept. 5; Oct. 3; Nov. 7; Dec. 5; Jan. 2,
1997; Feb. 6,1997; March6,1997; April3,1997; May 1,1997; June
5,1997; July 3,1997; Aug. 7,1997; Sept. 4,1997; Oct. 2,1997; Nov.
6,1997; Dec. 4; 1997............... ■ - ............. .................................



Once-secret conservancy opens meetings
By MITCH MORRISON_________
Time* Loader Staff Writer

ASHLEY — For four years,
Earth Conservancy's Board of
Trustees met behind closed
doors, turning a deaf ear to media
and public pleas to make the
meetings public.

But the wax has been cleaned
out, and the 10 trustees are ready
to listen. Starting in September,
the board will open Its monthly
sessions to the public. The board
meets at 8 a.m. on the first Thurs­
day of the month at 101 S. Main
St

Chief Executive Officer Mike
Dzlak said, “It's the right thing to
do and we have nothing to hide."

Formed In 1992, the conser­
vancy spent more than two years
fighting to acquire 16,300 acres of
former Blue Coal Corp, land from
U.S. Bankruptcy Court.

The conservancy’s purpose is
to reclaim former mine land for
development purposes and to de­
velop environmentally related
technologies.

At the time, the organization
was criticized by many public offi­
cials and the media, which ques- 

“We had to get some comfort Honed U.S. Rep. Paul Kanjorskfs
.with our own_pmc^ElgS7°-said^ ability to secure more than $20

f Cnnservancy Chalrnmn-Christp^ million tn Defense Department
nhrr Brrtseth. “We’ve learned funds to create the private compa-

f-ihatJiaLcaruxmdiMijiuxJlliatawa, ny.
__.ln an open seaofnn " But the controversy surround­

ing the conservancy has waned —
and with ft. the board's reluctance
to opening the meetings, said
Dzlak and Brelscth.

In early 1995. the conservancy
opened the meetings of the Land
Use Planning Committee, a citi­
zens advisory group that Is helping
craft the organization's long-term
goals.

The experience of those meet­
ings has opened us to the Idea that
you can have meetings that are
open that don't Inhibit your style,"
Dzlak said.

"Some (board] members don't
like to have quotes taken out of
context and, I guess, some people
have experienced that," he said,
suggesting a reason as to the
board's longtime reluctance to
open the meetings to the public.

The new, feel-good attitude
doesn't mean everything will be
open to the public. Personnel and
sensitive contract negotiations will
be dhicusacd behind closed doors.

Tve personally wanted tire
meetings open for quite some
time,” Dzlak said. “We're doing a
lot of things we want the public to
know about.



Colleges feel
Lion’s breath*

■ See RIVALS, Page 10A

Local college costs

$12,400
$12,260

Still, some college presidents
are concerned.

"It’s unnecessary program du­
plication,” says the Rev. James
Lackenmlcr, CSC. president of
King's College in Wilkes-Barre.
“But my concerns arc broader
than that.

"Where are Pennsylvania state
dollars going to best be spent?
They would be better directed to­
ward students through an en­
hanced scholarship program."

Give more grants and scholar­
ships directly to Pennsylvania
students and Jet them decide

King’s College
Misericordia
Penn State
branch campuses $5,262
LCCC $1,700
Wilkes University $12,856

■ Local private schools
not happy with Penn State’s
plans to expand degree
programs at various
campuses.
By MARY THERESE BIEBEL
Timos Loader Staff Wrttot

WILKES-BARRE — You could
say the Nittany Uon is waking up,
stretching its claws, testing Its
strength — and making some of
its neighbors nervous.

Within the' next few years.
Penn State University will offer a
joint, four-year program in elec­
tromechanical engineering tech­
nology at the Wilkes-Barre and
Hazleton campuses. The Penn
State Worthington Campus in
Scranton plans a four-year busi­
ness degree.

Officials at some Independent
private colleges look at the poten­
tial for explosive growth at Penn
State and cry foul. ■ __________________________

They say taxpayers' money where they want to enroll, say
keeps Penn State’s annual tuition Lackenmlcr and Christopher Brr-
in the low $5,000 range while*~iseth, president Ol Wilkes Hnfuw-
thelr non-subsldlzed tuition tops sity.
$12,000 per year — so how can Both presidents have cx-
they compete? pressed their concerns to GmharrT

They needn’t worry, says Penn Spanier, president of Penn State.
State Wilkes-Barre campus Exec- and to State Education Secretary
utive Officer Tom Winter. r~

The idea behind expanding
programs at Penn State branch
campuses is not to steal students
from private schools. Winter said
last week, but to ease the burden
on overcrowded University Park,
where many students transfer af­
ter two years to earn their bacca­
laureate degrees.

“University Park is pretty well
maxed-outnow,” he says.

Eugene Hickok. The education
secretary will accept public com­
ment until Sept. 3 before deciding
whether to approve Penn State's
plan.

Hickok has also heard from
Brian Mitchell, president of the
state's 82-member Council of In­
dependent Colleges and Universi­
ties.

Rivals-----
(Continued from Page 1A)

"Higher education is already
overbuilt," says Mitchell. “For the
life of me. none of my colleagues
In private higher education can
understand why you would go
through the expense of providing
duplicate programs when we have
thousands of additional spots
that can be filled.”

In a conciliatory gesture earlier
this year. Penn State Wilkes-
Barre abandoned immediate
plans for a four-year business de­
gree when other area schools ob­
jected.

"We had been very seriously
considering offering a business
program within the next two
years," Winter said. "We had a va­
riety of surveys of our own stu­
dents and potential students.
There was no question but that
tliere Is an Interest.

"To be quite honest, (postpon­
ing the four-year business degree)
has a lot to do with the concern of
the local colleges. „. It’s clear that
we need to cooperate more than
we have been."

At least one recently estab­
lished Penn State program is
leading to Increased cooperation
between a branch campus and a
local private school.

Penn State Worthington has
started a two-year program for
certified occupational therapy as­
sistants. and College Misericor-
dla's Christine Hischmann
couldn't be happier.

Hischmann, director of the oc­
cupational therapy program at
College Misericordia, is develop­
ing a pilot plan with Perm State
Worthington where a student
from each program could be
paired for internships at area
clinics.

"Well be laying the ground­
work for peer collaboration,” Hls-
chmann said, exactly what the
students will encounter in the
real world.



BREISETH RECEIVES AWARD — Wyoming Valley Interfaith 1
Council recently recognized Wilkes University president Dr. |
Christopher N. Breiseth for his high ideals of human dignity, '
compassion and friendship. Breiseth was awarded the council’s
Citation of Distinction for Devoted Service to the Cause of Human
Welfare. Pictured, from left, are: Monsignor Thomas Banick,
Wyoming Valley Interfaith Council and pastor, St. Mary's Church of
the Immaculate Conception; and Breiseth. -fL/


