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WILKES

Dear Friends and Colleagues,

that will make Wilkes an even stronger institution.

Christopher N. Breiseth
President, Wilkes University

university does not change what we are.
accurately what we have become.
Wilkes both on campus and in the

We will
stresses the
students. We

Wilkes College has evolved into a regional center for
educational excellence. Designation as Wilkes University
recognizes the progress we have made as an institution of higher
education over nearly six decades. It also symbolizes the
remarkable recovery of economic strength and public confidence of
the Wyoming Valley. Becoming Wilkes University can further inspire
us in our work on campus and in the community to better serve our
students and this region.

The designation as a
Rather, it describes more
Perceived expectations of
community may change. We welcome the challenge of heightened
expectations

continue to offer high quality education which
personal involvement of teachers with their
hope to extend even further the talents^ot^^j^ of

faculty and students to help apply knowledge and ena
problems, not only in this region
world.

continue to --- ’ -- jinstitutions to buiia alliances between schools and colleges in
order to improve the entire educational system in our area.

The end, in this instance, is truly the beginning of a new
era for both Wilkes and the community in which it flourished.

.5t vm

Sincerely,
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Trustees, Bucknell University Junior College

The Early Years
The year was 1933 when Bucknell University’s President Dr.

ttvst introduced the idea of establishing a junior
coWege tn VlttUc-w-arrc, V enns^tv nnVa.

Dr. Rainey made the proposal to the board and to the faculty at
Bucknell in response to requests from prominent citizens in
Wilkes-Barre who felt that hundreds of young men and women in
Wyoming Valley wanted and deserved a place that would allow
them to continue their education.

The nation was in the depths of the worst depression that their
generation (and successive generations) had ever known.
Because their parents were unemployed, these young men and
women were not able to go outside the valley to continue their
education and there were not sufficient facilities in Wyoming
Valley to achieve their educational goals.

The response from the board and the faculty was immediate
and they voted to establish Bucknell University Junior College in
Wilkes-Barre. They realized there would be enormous obstacles to
overcome but no one could ignore the educational needs of the
young men and women who so wanted their own college. The
dedication of the faculty was exemplary. Many professors trav­
eled from Lewisburg to Wilkes-Barre three and four times a week
to teach classes of students in Northampton Hall.

There was an overwhelming response from students. Classes
were filled to capacity as soon as they were announced and 165
freshman entered Bucknell University Junior College that first
September in 1933.

Students flocked to register year after year and although there
were students in abundance there was a definite lack of funds
necessary to continue to serve the ever-increasing student popu­
lation.

By 1936, the economic outlook was bleak. Bucknell itself was
experiencing a decline in enrollment because of the depression.
Administrators there were beginning to question the advisability
of keeping a satellite open in light of the extra economic burden it
brought to the university itself.

Arnaud C. Marts had replaced Dr. Rainey as president of
Bucknell and it was his courageous decision that kept Bucknell
University Junior College a functioning institution in those dif­
ficult years. Marts said, “We have started something here that we
must either finish properly or bring bitter disappointment to hun­
dreds of ambitious and fine boys and girls of Wyoming Valley.”

Once the decision was made and Dr. Marts had pledged his un­
compromising support to the fledgling college, something began

to happen within the community. Every segment of the communi­
ty-parents, legislators, civic organizations, business leaders —
joined together to support what had become their institution
Support came in every form but especially in the area of facilities
for permanent quarters for Bucknell University Junior College
Mrs. Jo in Conyngham gave the college the magnificent 13-room
Conyngham mansion on South River Street and the same week

There were also citizens committees who conducted f»„d
iunEcdkge""1 finanC,alSUPP°rt(0,‘Bucknc11 University ‘
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The community wanted its college. The college
dedicated itself to serving its community. This rela­
tionship has remained constant.

In.1936, a new president was appointed to head
Bucknell University Junior College. Dr. Eugene
Sheldon Farley would lead the institution through a
phenomenal period of growth and spend the next 36
years of his life in true service to the college as
president and then as chancellor until his death in
1972.

In September of 1937, in his welcome to freshman,
Dr. Farley spoke of the activities waiting for them
outside the classroom, which are definitely, he
reminded them, a part of college life. “Year by year
students come and go, but always friendships re­
main to enrich the lives of all of us who work
together at Bucknell. . .perhaps because we are a
new and growing college, an added zest comes to
our endeavors. We are none of us striving for
ourselves alone, but all of us are helping to build an
atmosphere and tradition that will mean much to
those who follow us.”

On January 13,1938, a meeting was opened by
President Arnaud Marts and action was taken to in­
stitute a 15-member Board of Trustees for Bucknell
University Junior College. Gilbert McClintock was
elected chairman and Charles Miner was elected
secretary; thus a first step was made in recognizing
the Junior College as a separate entity.

On February 16,1938, the Board of Trustees faced
the problem of financing the embryonic institution.
Discussion ensued about the necessity of having a
campaign, a move which became habit-forming. In
June of 1938 Dr. Farley reported that during the first
four years of its existence the Junior College had a
deficit of $29,672.83; however, the financial picture
looked better. The campaign of June, 1938, raised
$27,924 and that improved the situation. In Septem­
ber Mr. and Mrs. Fred J. Weckesser presented a
home on Northampton Street to the college with the 

stipulation that the house be used as residence for
the director, and the Farley family moved into 78
West Northampton. At about the same time, the
carriage house behind Chase Hall was converted
into a playhouse (seating about 125) and for years
the weekly convocations of the students and faculty,
as well as many fine theatrical productions, were
held in Chase Theater.

On the sixteenth of December, 1938, President
Marts reported that BUJC had been accredited by
the Pennsylvania Department of Education. How­
ever, Dr. Farley reported that recognition by the
Middle States Association of Secondary Schools and
Colleges might be withheld if the holdings of the
Junior College library were not increased. Upon
hearing that report, trustee Daniel Roberts wrote
out a check for $2,500 for the purchase of the thou­
sand needed volumes. By June of 1939 Dr. Farley
was able to announce to the trustees that during the
six years since its inception the enrollment of the
college had increased from 193 to 401. During the fall
of 1939 a pilot training program, part of the federal
effort to prepare more fliers for World War II, was
instituted by BUJC, although the actual flying was
initiated at the Forty Fort Airport. Two hundred and
eleven students enrolled during the first year of the
program.

In October of 1939 Dr. Farley was able to an­
nounce that for the first time he had managed to
balance the college’s budget. More emphasis was
placed on evening classes, which began in 1933, in
addition to the daytime curriculum; a number of
dedicated high school teachers joined with the full­
time faculty to expand the evening school, which in
1936 enrolled 175 part-time students. Dr. Farley was
able to report to the trustees that of the 400 students
in those days who went off to college from the
W'yoming Valley, about one quarter of them started
their collegiate studies at BUJC; thus the Junior
College was beginning to make a constructive im-
pact locally.

Dr. Eugene S. Farley

Northampton Hall
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‘President
Marts began
to talk in
terms off a
four-year ?
institution...

Old Chase Theatre, and players

With the growth of the college the trustees began to cast design­
ing glances at the Kirby home on the corner of South River Street
and South Street. Mr. Wcckesscr was appointed to visit Allan r.
Kirby to talk about the possibility of the Kirby home becoming a
part of the college’s property. Mr. Kirby made the gilt in 1M1,
adding the stately mansion to the campus scene.

President Marts began to talk in terms of a four-year institu­
tion. and consideration was given to offering two-year terminal
courses in Commerce & Finance, Music, and Home Economics.
Somehow the debt to Bucknell University was paid off in June of
1941, and a small group of friends joined with Mr. Kirby to provide
$55,480 for alterations and endowment of Kirby Hall and prepare
the building for occupancy by students and faculty of BU JC. The
library, which had been in Conyngham Hall, was moved to the
second floor of Kirby Hall. A grand piano was placed in the small
front room so that Paul Gies could give piano lessons. The main
living rooms were the scene of many dances, with music supplied
by phonograph.

In spite of the fact that the number of male students drafted into
the armed services was starting to make inroads into the enroll­
ment, the college continued and even instituted a course in medi­
cal technology.

Growth came iu unexpected ways. Late in the spring of 1941 the
Air Force came to BUJC and this was the beginning of the Air
Force Reserve Officer Training Program at the school. It was a
windfall of guaranteed income and very welcome.

A campaign to raise $150,000 was stared in 1944. Weckesser Hall
was converted into a dormitory. The trustees again faced the
issue of becoming a four year institution and finally on June 14,
1945, they passed a motion that such action be taken.

Discussions were held to consider the planning and use of the
city block on which the campus was then entirely located. A first
move was made to purchase the lot formerly occupied by the
Baptist Church at the corner of South Franklin Street and South
Street. The acquisition of that lot some months later was the col­
lege's first action to enlarge by purchase the extent of the cam­
pus. And again attention was focused on raising $350,000 to be des­
ignated as endowment for the growing college. Bucknell Univer
sity forgave the debt in the sum of $8,352 still owed the university
by the Junior College. BU's generosity gave impetus to the cam-
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Gilbert McClintock accepts the charter

The Charter Years
Early in January litre the Junior College

trustees purchased the Payne House and es­
tablished a men’s dormitory. A proposal was
made that the cafeteria, located for years in
the former kitchen of Chase Hall and cer­
tainly inadequate, be moved to the garage of
Conyngham Hall, but that move was not
made and in 1947 the Conyngham garage was
refitted to become Wayman Hall, the home
of the Biology Department.

Next in acquisition was the Stoddard
house, near the corner of Franklin and South
Streets, later known as Gies Hall. An ex­
panding music department was happy to be
housed in this new facility. The former Stod­
dard garage was made into a cafeteria, and
the kitchen staff were moved from the back
room of Chase Hall, but when Stoddard was
soon found to be too small Kirby garage and
Stoddard garage were remodeled into one
spacious dining facility and christened “The
Commons.”

By the twenty-second of April, 1946, the
new college was almost within reach and the
trustees were considering the selection of a
name. Among those mentioned in the
minutes of that meeting were Wilkes-Barre,
Anthracite, Riverside (which survived, at
least in the name of the yearbook, “ Am-
nicola”), Wyoming, Wyoming Valley,
Luzerne, and Westmoreland. The name of
John Wilkes emerged later.

In June of 1946 the order was issued for full
speed ahead on plans for a four-year institu­
tion. The college’s benefactors in the com­
munity were becoming more numerous. The
campaign for the endowment was a success, 

with $500,000 in hand the graduation of
Bucknell University Junior College to Wilkes
College was assured. In May of 1917, an ap-
plication for a charter as an “independent,
four-year, liberal arts college” was
presented to the Luzerne County Court of
Common Pleas.

On June 4, the charter was granted by the
court and on June 26,1947, at ceremonies on
the lawn behind Chase Hall, Gilbert McClin­
tock, chairman of the Board of Trustees of
the Junior College, accepted the Charter of
Pennsylvania for Wilkes College.

Dr. Arnaud C. Marts, fulfilling the promise
made by Bucknell University, turned the
capital assets of more than $2,000,000 over to
the new college.

The relationship between the Junior Col­
lege and the community that had grown ever
more interactive through the years con­
tinued and intensified as the new Wilkes Col­
lege began to develop. Wilkes worked always
to initiate programs, cultural events and ac­
ademic curricula that would benefit the
community.

The community worked always to support
and sustain the endeavors of the college.

The early and middle years of Wilkes Col­
lege abounded in the formation of co-cur-
ricular organizations. Faculty and com­
munity involvement that established the
character and traditions at Wilkes became
top priorities. The shared efforts between the
Wilkes College family and the community
resulted in educational and cultural pro­
grams that enriched the quality of life in
Wyoming Valley and in Northeastern Penn­
sylvania.

Dr. Charles Reif carries Mace
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‘The Golden
Horde brought
Wilkes national
media coverage
and extraordinary
visibility o’

The music department under Dr. Paul
Gies flourished and offered recitals, con­
certs, choral festivals, and the annual Bach
Festival, No less busy was Alfred S. Groh,
successor to Norma Sangiuliano Tyburski,
who directed the Cue and Curtain Club in
countless plays performed in the Chase The­
ater, One could count on standing room only
crowds as the community responded to the
lively and appreciated new theater in
Wilkes-Barre.

The enthusiasm with which the performing
arts in music and theater were received
made it clear that a new facility would be
essential in the not too distant future.

Another dimension for community and
student involvement was in sports. A full
slate of men’s and women’s teams had
become a big part of the Wilkes College
community profile. John Reese’s wrestling
team, and the famed tournament known as
the Wilkes Rose Bowl of Wrestling brought
thousands of people to Wilkes each year.
That team and the football team coached by
Rollie Schmidt and known as the Golden
Horde brought Wilkes national media
coverage and extraordinary visibility.

The decade of the 1960s was in reality a
period of rapid change and growth. Wilkes
had gained a reputation as a persuasive
force in higher education. Its curriculum and
its educational facilities continued to broad­
en to include all that students needed to
compete in a competitive marketplace.

Alumni were attaining national recognition
as leaders in business in law, in medicine, in
art and in government. New academic facil­
ities were designed and built in response to
need and to a changing society. The campus
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Darte Center for the Performing Arts

that had been entirely contained in one city
block now covered 23 acres. Its buildings in­
cluded the Stark Hall Research Center, the
Dorothy Dickson Darte Center for the Per­
forming Arts, the Eugene Shedden Farley
Library, new dormitories and a new dining
hall.

After 3G years, Dr. Farley decided to initi­
ate the move to have a successor appointed
as second president of Wilkes College. Dr.
Farley was recognized everywhere as "the
driving force and single-minded champion in
pursuit of the welfare of Wilkes College and
the youth of the community.” He had built a
college and a life on truth and integrity. <Dr.
Farley died on September 17,1973).

In 1970, Dr. Farley moved to become
chancellor of Wilkes College and Dr. Francis
J. Michelini, who was Dean of Academic Af­
fairs and a professor of biology, became the
college’s second president. His primary goal
as president was “the continued pursuit of
quality by both faculty and students. This,”
he said, “has been the strength of Wilkes in 

the past and must continue to be in the
future.”

Dr. Michelini brought innovative thinking
to curriculum development at the College
and as a research scientist himself saw and
understood the great technological changes
that would confront America and its students
within the next decade.

However, one of the greatest challenges of
his presidency came as a result of the most
devastating flood ever to hit Northeastern
Pennsylvania. Hurricane Agnes, in June of
1972, caused the Susquehanna River to
overflow its banks and inundate Wyoming
Valley from mountain to mountain. Wilkes
College sustained $14,000,000 in damages.

Under Dr. Michelini’s leadership, several
hundred friends and staff worked 16-hour
days to bring the college back into operation.
Despite curfews, power shortages, intense
summer heat and the enormous tasks that
confronted them, Wilkes College resumed
classes in the Fall of 1972 just one week late.
Dr. Michelini did continue to his goals

"toward excellence” until 1975 when he was
appointed president of the Commission for
Independent Colleges and Universities, a
position he currently holds.

During its comparatively short life Wilkes
College had been built and rebuilt by the
sustained efforts and sheer will power of a
community and administrative leadership
that would not let it die. It continued to grow
and to change in response to need and to the
demands of a changing society.

In 1975 Robert S. Capin was appointed
president of Wilkes College. He brought a
unique perspective to the office because he
lixitl earned Ills degree from Wilkes, was a
member of the faculty at Wilkes and then a

Dr. Francis J. Michelini
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Waller Hall

Wilkes University
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member of the administration in several
capacities before becoming president.

Under his leadership the College refined
and expanded the curriculum, enhanced its
fund-raising ability and renovated much of
the physical plant, including the reconstruc­
tion of Conyngham Hall, the refurbishing of
Kirby Hall. And a new residence for stu­
dents, Evans Hall, was designed and built,
enabling Wilkes to move students who had
lived off campus into the new 205-bed resi­
dence hall.

Capin presided over the dedication of Stark
Learning Center and was president during
the 50th year anniversary of Wilkes College.
Dr. Capin was designated president emeritus
in 1985 and he accepted a partnership with
Parente, Randolph Orlando and Carey.

In 1989 he returned to Wilkes and to “his
real vocation,” teaching. He is currently a
member of the faculty in the School of Busi­
ness, Society and Public Policy. The Robert
S. Capin Chair in Accounting has been en­
dowed by former students and friends of Dr.
Capin.
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Now, a
University

In the future, when researchers go back into the archives to
review the transition from Wilkes College to Wilkes University, all
of the official documents will begin “The Wilkes College Board of
Trustees first met to discuss university status in September of
1985.” And as so often happens with history, the story behind the
story will be left to speculation.

That all-important meeting of the Board was actually a culmi­
nation of 12 months of intense activity and self analysis within the
institution to decide whether or not to seek university status.

It is the story of an institution and its people coming together
with courage and commitment to examine its weaknesses as well
as its strengths and to chart its future. No easy task, especially
given the strengths and diversity of a faculty who by inclination
and necessity built departments that operated largely on their
own and separate from each other. But this was also a faculty who
had traditionally worked together to provide students the ex­
cellent education that is synonymous with Wilkes. Spurred on by
challenges confronting higher education in the next decade and
under the leadership of a new president, Wilkes College would
begin to assess what it would mean to make the historic decision
before them.

The new president, Christopher N. Breiseth, came to office in
June of 1984. He saw Wilkes from a different perspective than
most, and his fresh perspective brought with it an enthusiasm and
clarity of mission. Dr. Breiseth felt that the college had grown
beyond its own description of a “small liberal arts college in
Northeastern Pennsylvania.” He saw instead a solid tradition of
liberal arts, a firmly established science and research center and
viable business and graduate programs.

While Dr. Breiseth never urged the college to pursue the
university designation, he did begin to share the newcomer’s
perception of the institution with faculty, students, alumni and the
community at large. He did encourage the Wilkes family and the
community to clear away the self-imposed limitations that held
them back from exploring the new horizons, that would be essen­
tial to growth and stability for higher education in the 1990's.

Weiss Hall

Eugene Shedden Farley Library

Breiseth)
did enconrage
the Wilkes
family to clear
away the self-
imposed
limitations...’
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A commencement

Soon committees were established to rewrite the
mission statement, to develop a faculty develop­
ment plan, to design a new core curriculum that
would offer interdisciplinary programs and break
through the confines of individual disciplines, and
finally to move to an historic academic restructur­
ing that would include:

• The School of Liberal Arts and Human
Sciences.

o The School of Business, Society and Public
Policy.

o The School of Science and Engineering.
And so the meeting of the board in September of

1985 was a culmination and a critical step in the
evolution process. But without the preparation that
took place within those 12 prior months, there
would probably have been no meeting to discuss
university status.

Happily, the board did indeed decide that Wilkes
College was ready to petition the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania’s Department of Education to
become the region’s newest university.

The rest of the story is clearly recorded in of­
ficial documents and in news stories.

That meeting of the board was only the begin­
ning of the long and serious journey toward the of­
ficial designation Wilkes University.

One of the first things that Dr. Brciseth insisted
on was that an all-inclusive survey be done among
faculty, students, and alumni to measure feelings
about becoming a university. The survey showed
that the move was considered a positive and nec­
essary one.

Faculty, students, and alumni were acutely
aware of the challenges that faced higher educa­
tion, and there was consensus for change. Most
agreed, too, that the university designation more
accurately described what Wilkes had become.
With 3,800 degree-seeking students, with the ever­
expanding graduate programs built on the ex­
cellent undergraduate programs, and with the
leadership provided in scientific research and
economic development to the region, Wilkes was
already more university than college.

President Brciseth recommended to the college
academic officers that the move to university
should be thoroughly explored and discussed
among faculty, since the issue would be put to vote
before the academic year ended. In May both the
Long Range Planning Committee and the faculty
voted in favor of seeking university status.

‘And so the
meeting off the
hoard in September
off 1985 was a
crimination and a
critical step in
the evolution
process o’
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The Board of Trustees gave its final approval
and in June of 1988, the formal process began. Dr.
Warren D. Evans, Chief, Division of Postsecondary
Education Services-Pennsylvania Department of
Education visited the Wilkes campus to provide
college administrators an overview of the applica­
tion procedure.

The application was prepared by Dr. George W.
Waldner, Vice President for Academic Affairs, and
sent to Dr. Evans in December.

The application was followed by a visit in April
of 1989, from an evaluation team consisting of
Richard W. Cost, Vice President for Institutional
Advancement, Moravian College; Robert J. Bruce,
President, Widener University; W. David Eckard
III, Vice President for Finance Administration,
Widener University; Cerise Oberman, Director of
Libraries, State University of New York at Platt­
sburgh ; The Rev. Kail C. Ellis, O.S.A., Dean, Col­
lege of Liberal Arts and Sciences, Villanova
University; Richard E. Woodring, Dean, College of
Engineering, Drexel University; Joseph M.
Moricz, Professor of Management and Dean,
School of Business, Graduate School, Robert Mor­
ris College, and Warren D. Evans, Chief, Division
of Postsecondary Education Services, Pennsylva­
nia Department of Education.

The team reviewed all aspects of Wilkes aca­
demic structure and curriculum and in July of 1989
a positive report of those findings came to the col­
lege.

On October 23,1989, President Breiseth stood on
the stage of the Dorothy Dickson Darte Center for
the Performing Arts and announced to the Wilkes
community, and later that same day, to the region
at a press conference the following:

“I have asked you to join Board Chairman Frank
Henry and me to hear a communique received
from Donald M. Carroll, Jr., Secretary of Educa­
tion for the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. By
the authority vested in me under the Non-profit
Corporation Law, Act of May 5,1933, P.L. 289, as
amended and based upon the recommendation of
staff, 1 am pleased to grant to Wilkes College ap­
proval of the right to assume the nomenclature of
University...' , ,

Dr. Breiseth, during his remarks al the assembly
and at the press conference, spent a good deal of
time thanking those individuals and groups who
had worked side by side during the long process to
move the college to its new designation and stat­
ure. <■ .u ■

Those individuals and groups rose from their
seats to give the President a standing ovation in
recognition of the leadership that he provided to
make it all possible.

/

Weckesser Hall (top) and Evans Hall
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The Road to
Wilkes

University
o SEPTEMBER, 1985 —Wilkes Col­

lege board of trustees meets and the first
discussions are held concerning universi­
ty status.

" o JUNE, 1986 —Wilkes College is aca­
demically reorganized. The college now
consists of two professional schools and a
College of Arts and Sciences.

o JANUARY, 1988 —President Chris­
topher Breiseth and vice president for
Academic Affairs, George Waldner
recommend to the college academic of­
ficers university status should be ex­
plored.

o MAY, 1988 —The Wilkes College
faculty votes in favor of seeking the des­
ignation as a university.

o MAY, 1988 —The Wilkes College long
range planning committee recommends
university status be sought.

o MAY, 1988 —The Wilkes College
board of trustees gives formal approval
for application to the Pennsylvania De-
partment ot Education to designate
Wilkes as a university.

o JUNE, 1988 —Dr. WarrenD.Evans,
chief, division of Postsecondary Educa­
tion Services, Pennsylvania Department
of Education, visits Wilkes College, and
gives college administrators an overview
of the university application process.

o DECEMBER, 1988 —President
Christopher Breiseth sends the formal
letter of application to the Pennsylvania
Department of Education.

o APRIL, 1989 —An evaluation team
from the Department of Education visits
the Wilkes Campus. The team examines
the college structure, academic pro­
grams, and plans for the future.

o JULY, 1989—The evaluation team
report is received.

o AUGUST, 1989-Wilkes College re­
sponds to the evaluation report and
awaits the decision on university status

o OCTOBER, 1989—The Pennsylvania
Department of Education grants Wilkes
authorization to become a university.

o JAN. 1,1990 — Wilkes University
becomes a reality.



_______________ _

Wilkes University
'

Arnaud Co Marts Sports Conference C»"w
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Miss Breiseth Is Tapped
For 1990 Peace Corps Work

A Wilkes-Barre, young womap
has been selected as tj participant
in a program "The New York
Times" has said “could beome a
powerful • force for education
reform.”

Abigail Breiseth, daughter of
Christopher and Jane Breiseth of
West River Street, is one of the
first 480 teachers participating
in “Teach for America.” Starting
in September, the ’pro-am. will
inject new teachers and . new
energy into schools across the
country.

A 1968 graduate of Meyers
High School in Wilkes-Barre,
Ms. Breiseth graduated with
honors in June from the Univer­
sity of Chicago with a bachelor of
arts degree in general studies in
the humanities. Her father is Dr.
Christopher Breiseth, president of
Wilkes University.

The idea behind “Teach for
America" is to enlist bright col­
lege graduates to teach in public
schools for a minimum of two
years. In exchange, the teachers
are permitted to defer their Fed­
eral student loan payments, as
the government allows for those
who work in school districts suf­
fering teacher shortages.

Student representatives and a
team of trained recruiters sear­
ched the country for prospects at
100 top colleges and universities.
More, than 2,600 people applied
and 480 have been accepted for
the first class.

Ms. Breiseth will attend an
eight-week summer institute at
the University of Southern
California and then receive prac­
tical teaching experience as a

student teacher in Los Angeles,
which operates year-round
schools. She will teach in a' Los
Angeles elementary school, with
the other participants assigned
to Los Angeles, New York, New
Orleans, Baton Rouge and rural
districts in North Carolina and
Georgia.

The idea is the brainchild of
Wendy Kopp, a 22 yearmld who
graduated from Princeton last
June. At the beginning of her
senior year she attended a con­
ference on how to improve
education. A short time later she
came up with the idea of a Peace
Corps for teachers.
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Saturday, May 19, 1990 VOICES
Technological society is challenge to colleges
By PATTROSKY

Two area college presidents see
preparing students to meet the
rapidly changing needs of a com­
puter-oriented, technological socie­
ty as the number one challenge of
the 1990s.

Dr. Christopher Breiseth, presi­
dent of Wilkes University sees
educators facing a tremendous
challenge in preparing students for
a society filled with terminals and
disk drives, a society faced with
growing environmental '’nncerns
and a society that is making new
and innovative discoveries every
day.

Down the street a bit, Rev.
James Lackenmier, president of
King’s College, see the same
challenges Breiseth sees for the
future but adds that maintaining
the basics of writing and math
skills and including critical think­
ing and ethical values in education
will be just as important as techno­
logical instruction.

Both presidents have seen a
change in education coming for
some time and have made provi­
sions in their own schools to meet
the challenges ahead of them.

Dr. Breiseth Father Lackenmier

Wilkes has improved both its
computer and environmental
sciences departments while King’s
reorganized its programs to be
stronger in liberal arts and
sciences. In addition, King’s is 

presently embarking on construc­
tion of the William McGowan
School of Business that will offer
students a wide range of skills to
succeed in the business world.

Breiseth said the region is on the 

threshold of building an all-impor­
tant relationship between teachers
from kindergarten right through to
university level to work together
for a better tomorrow.

"We as adults have to realize
that it is our job, our duty to raise
our children to best of our ability,"
Breiseth said.

And Lackenmier said that re­
sponsibility of raising the best
educated and truly moral children
begins al home.

"Parents have the first task of
preparing children for the world
but it is just as important for
teachers, throughout the years, to
provide an education to meet the
needs of an advancing society —
an education that is combined with
strong ethical values," Lacken-
miersaid.

Breiseth said America can’t af­
ford to loose any more of its
children because of a dysfunctional
home or a learning disability. He
said educators are going to have to
change to meet more individual
needs.

The Wilkes president said self-
esteem is down among teachers
and the opportunity is now right to
work together and face the new
challenges of education to meet the
needs of a changing society.

“The missing link has been not
having a working relationship be­
tween the colleges and schools
districts. We are now calling on all
teachers to reach out to their
counterparts and work together to
deal with the problems at hand,"
Breiseth said.

Lackenmier said a good educa­
tion is going to be more important
than ever before in the next de­
cade.

"In addition to technical skills,
people will have to analyze, sort
out and decide what is being push­
ed at them from the media, from
their peers, from everywhere," the
King’s College president said.

The two college presidents feel
the Wyoming Valley may have an
edge on other parts of the nation in
that local educators anticipated
the change and already have
begun to work toward adjusting to
what is ahead for the area.

"We know that children are
capable of doing a lot and all we
have to do is get together and re­

adjust our educational curriculum
to the needs that exist," Breiseth
said.

Breiseth said educators are go­
ing to have prove they are capable
of changing and it may take four or
five years before slate or federal
funds are given to support the
change.

"The changes will have to made
without vast new funds but with a
cooperative effort on the part of
educators, businesses and the
community," Breiseth said.

Lackenmier said it will also be
incumbent on educators to be at­
tentive to human values.

"Prejudice, bigotry, justice,
human kindness all have to be ad­
dressed now and in the future,"
Lackenmier said.

For both Breiseth and Lacken­
mier, the future will be one of ex­
citement and change. It will be a
lime when educators will pool their
resources and meet the challenges
of a new decade and a new cen­
tury.



Abigail Breiseth
Receives Degree
From Chicago U.
Abigail Breiseth, the daughter of

Jane and Christopher Breiseth, .30
West River St., Wilkes-Barre, Jias
been awarded a bachelor’s degree
from the College of the Chicago
University.

Breiseth received her degree in
convocation ceremonies held in
Rockefeller Memorial Chapel on the
Chicago University campus.

A general studies major and
four-year Dean’s List student,
Breiseth is a 1986 graduate of
'Meyers High School. She wrote her
thesis on the treatment of Native
Americans , in school textbooks.
While at the college, Breiseth orga­
nfeed the Teach Sign Language for
the Deaf group and tutored adults
for literacy. She has been accepted
by the Teach for American program
and plans to teach elementary school
in Los Angeles in September 1990.

Chicago University is a private,
non-demominational, coeducational’
■institution of .higher, learning and
research, with a total enrollment of
10,000? Fifty-eight Nobel Prize win­
ners have been associated with the
University as students .or faculty.
The College of the University; with
3j300 students, is. a small, four-year
liberal arts college within a major;
research university,- It offers 41
programs leading to a bachelor's

•egree- 5g ^’5'90



Dr. Christopher N. Breiseth, president
of Wilkes University, Wilkes-Barre, was
elected to the board of directors of the Pv-5
GREATER WILKES-BARRE l\l ‘ „
Continued on next page ■^CVJd’

Continued from previous page
PARTNERSHIP and the Committee for
Economic Growth (CEG).-□ -□ -



Breiseth gets
diploma from
Un. of Chicago

Abigail Breiseth, daugh­
ter of Dr. Christopher and
Mrs. Jane Breiseth, 30 W.
River St., Wilkes-Barre, has
been awarded a bachelor’s
degree from the College of
the University of Chicago.

O'Miss Breiseth received
her degree in convocation
ceremonies held recently in .
the Rockefeller Memorial TA
Chapel on the University of
Chicago campus. X

A general studies major'"'1
and four-year Dean’s List
student, Miss Breiseth is a
1986 graduate of Elmer L.
Meyers High School. She
wrote her thesis on the
treatment of Native Ameri­
cans in school textbooks.

While at the College, Miss
Breiseth organized the
Teach Sign Language for
the Deaf group and tutored
adults in literacy. She has
been accepted by the Teach
for America Program and
plans to teach elementary
school in Los Angeles in
September.
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Wilkes President Breiseth urges ‘yes’ vote to study commission

Editor:
The voters of Luzerne County have

an unusual opportunity to review the
structure of their county government.
Coming at a time when participatory
democracy is spreading Into regions of
the world where tyranny and totalitari­
anism have long reigned, this opportu­
nity Is an example of that periodic revi­
talization of government which Ameri­
cans have experienced for more than
two centuries.

Having returned recently from Bul­
garia whose people are now struggling
to adopt democratic self-government. I
am struck by the inadequacy of the
current public discussion here over the
proposal for a study of the structure of
the Luzerne County government.

While personalities and politics al­
ways are Intertwined — which Is both
Inevitable and healthy — the sugges­
tion that a review of our government
structure and processes is merely an
attack on existing incumbents In the
county government, or that It Is per­
sonally self-serving for those who have
taken the Intiatlve to get the study
question on the ballot, is an Impover­
ished response.

In Just one area — that of protecting
our environment — It Is clear that lo­
cal governments are Increasingly de­
pendent on the county for policies, pro­
cedures. and Investments. The state
continues to add to the county's re­

sponsibilities as new standards are es­
tablished to protect that environment.
This pressure alone would Justify a re-
evaluation of our current county gov­
ernment structures.

Another critical issue for such a
study commission Is the balance be­
tween professional management of
county government and the political
role of elected representatives serving
as county commissioners. It Is an Issue
that faces every political Jurisdiction In
the United States. It Is. tn fact, the test­
ing Issue In Bulgaria as Its people draft
a new Constitution for their country.

What should be the proper balance
between professional administration
and political commitments? This pro­
fessional-political balance deserves re­
view and careful consideration. How­
ever, the vote for creation of a study
commission Is not a vote on the Incum­
bents. Rather, it concerns whether the
kind of government provided them Is
adequate to serve the public interests
in the 21st Century'.

To argue — as some do — that It Is
somehow cynical for a group of citi­
zens to propose such a study of coun­
try government. Is deeply disturbing.
Not to understand the Importance of
this periodic reevaluation of how our
system Is working is not to understand
a significant dimension of citizens par­
ticipation In American self-govern­
ment.

I hope that In the weeks remaining
before the November election the citi­
zens of Luzerne County will agree that
It Is timely to review the structure and
purposes of our county government
and will elect to the Study Commission
people who are genuinely open to this
Important task. The 1 i citizens we
elect will have a major responsibility
for determining the quality of govern­
ment In Luzerne County as we ap­
proach the new century.

To assume, without review, that the
existing structure Is adequate, strikes
me as a dangerously narrow perspec­
tive on our nation which, like the
world around us. Is going through pro­
found changes.

We need our county government to
be studied in terms of those changes so
that we have the very best kind of gov­
ernment that we. the citizens, can
elect.

A good beginning for the commis­
sion Is to take the new Luzerne 2020
plan and ask whether our present
structure of county government Is best
designed to help us meet the objectives
of the plan. First, however, we must
act by voting "yes" on the commis­
sion.

Christopher N. Breiseth
President

Wilkes University
Wilkes-Barre



Abigail Brelseth

Breiseth joins
‘Peace Corps’
for teachers

A Wilkes-Barre woman has
been selected to participate In a
program The New York Times
has said "could become a power­
ful force for education reform."

Abigail Brelseth. daughter of
Christopher and Jane Brelseth of
West River Street Is one of the
first 480 teachers participating
In 'Teach for America.”

Starting in September, the
program will Inject new teachers
and new energy Into schools
across the country.

A 1986 graduate of Meyers
High School In Wilkes-Barre, Ms.
Breiseth graduated with honors
in June from the University of
Chicago with a bachelor of arts
degree in general studies in the
humanities.

The Idea behind "Teach for
America" Is to enlist bright col­
lege graduates to teach In public
schools for a minimum of two
years. In exchange, the teachers
are permitted to defer their fed­
eral student loan payments, as
the government allows for those
who work In school districts suf­
fering teacher shortages.

Student representatives and a
team of trained recruiters
searched the country for pros­
pects at 100 top colleges and uni­
versities. More than 2,600 poten-
tal teachers applied.

Ms. Breiseth will attend an
elght-week summer Institute at
the University of Southern Cali­
fornia and then receive practical
teaching experience as a student
teacher In Los Angeles, which
operates year-round schools.
Other participants have been as­
signed to New York. New Or­
leans. Baton Rouge and rural dis­
tricts in North Carolina and
Georgia.

The idea is the brainchild of
Wendy Kopp, a 22-year-old who
graduated from Princeton last
June. At the beginning of her se­
nior year she attended a confer­
ence on how to Improve educa­
tion. A short time later she came
up with the Idea of a Peace Corps
for teachers.’



Wilkes president
elected to board

Christopher N. Breiseth.
president of Wilkes
University, was recently
elected to the Board of

Directors of
the Greater
Wilkes-Barre
Partnership
and the
Committee
for Economic
Growth.

A graduate
of the
University of
California
with a
bachelor’s
degree In 

history. Breiseth received the B.
Lilt In Modem British History
from Oxford University and
holds a doctorate degree in
Modem European Intellectual
History from Cornell University.
Also. In 1970 and 1971, he was
a post-doctoral Danforth Fellow
in Black Studies at the
University of Chicago.

Previously Breiseth served as
president and dean of Deep
Springs College In California
and had worked In the Office of
Economic Opportunity in
Washington. D.C.. as Chief of
the Policy Guidance Branch of
the Community Action
Program.

He was also a member of the
faculty at both Sangamon State
University In Springfield, 111.,
and Williams College.
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Wilkes to help raise ‘curtain’]
By DIANE SEO
Times leader Sult Writer

WILKES-BARRE — As recently as a year ago it
would have been unthinkable.

Who could have imagined the president of a
local university and the head of its business
school Journeying behind the Iron Curtain to give
lessons on. of all things, capitalism?

But In the swirl of dramatic changes that has
swept Eastern Europe, the Impossible has become
possible.

And It's that kind of atmosphere that's cleared
the way for Wilkes. University President Christo­
pher Brelseth and Theodore Engel, dean of Wilkes’
School of Business and'Economlcs, to travel to the
Bulgarian Ministry of Culture In Sophia for two
weeks at the end of June.

Once there, they’ll conduct workshops on effec­
tive business management and lecture on Ameri­
can politics.

Although the pair haven't yet come up with an 

agenda, they know they'll be teaching senior man­
agement officials about the workings of a market
economy. In other words, they'll be tcathlng com­
munists about capitalism, a challenging. If not
altogether complicated, proposition.

*'We're devoted to an overview of effective man­
agement techniques that would be appropriate for
a manager who (s concerned with developing mod­
ern Western management, partlculary productivity
for customer service." Engel said.

Brelseth said that about 25 people are expected
to take part, with most of the participants engi­
neers,

"We \yill focus on those skills that would com­
plement talents and backgrounds of professional
engineers." he said.

The trip, which is being paid for by the Bulgari­
an government, was an exclusive arrangement
between Wilkes University and Bulgarian officials.

"Bulgaria has had great Interaction with the
West." Brelseth said. "It Is one of the more intel­

lectual Eastern European countries. They are
looking at a whole range of Western Institutions."

Bulgaria recently overthrew Its old-guard lead-

■ See WILKES, page14A

Wilkes ---------------------------- ______________ VZ.
(Continued from Page 3A)

ershlp, and Brelseth said having
the opportunity to teach there Is
an "example of how the dramat­
ic events taking place In Eastern
Europe have opened up new op­
portunities.”

"I feel privileged to be one of
the fairly early pioneers in buld-
ing Western and Eastern alli­
ances," he said.

"We will explore the possibili­
ty of future cooperation with the

Bulgarian people. I can Imagine
setting up a student exchange or
a faculty exchange."

Wilkes 1957 alumnus Ronald
Rescigno. who received an hon­
orary doctor of human letters
degree from his alma mater last
May. helped arrange the trip.

Currently the district superin­
tendent of schools In Port Hue-
neme. Calif.. Rescigno earned
International acclaim for his
leadership In implementing com­

puters In the classroom In Port
Hueneme.

He received an honorary de­
gree from Wilkes the day after
he returned from Bulgaria.
where he had been teaching Bul­
garians how to expand their
computer sophistication.

"He has maintained his
relationship with the country.
and we have stayed In touch
with him," Brelseth said.

When Rescigno Informed

Wilkes officials that the Bulgari­
an government was looking for
professors to teach organizatio­
nal theories and techniques of a
market economy. Brelseth and
Engel expressed an Interest.

Neither Brelseth nor Engel
has been to Bulgaria, but both
have experience teaching In for­
eign countries.

Engel taught an executive
program In Taiwan and was a
visiting professor at the univer­

sities of Liverpool and Manches­
ter In England.

Brelseth studied at Oxford
University In England for two
years and also has experience
teaching In India.

Brelseth was named Wilkes’
fourth president In 1984. Prior
to coming to Wilkes, he served
on the faculty at Williams Col­
lege and Sangamon State Uni­
versity In Springfield. 111.

He also served for two years

In the Office of Economic Oppor­
tunity In Washington. D.C.. and
served as president of Deep
Springs College In California.

He received a doctorate In
modern European Intellectual
history from Cornell University.

Engel earned a bachelor's de­
gree In business administration
and a master's degree In eco­
nomic theory from the Universi­
ty of Miami.



Wilkes President;
Editor:

The voters of Luzerne County have an unusual op­
portunity to review the structure of their county gov­
ernment. Coming at a time when participatory
democracy is spreading into regions of the world
where tyranny and totalitarianism have long reigned,
this opportunity is an example of that periodic
revitalization of government which Americans have
experienced for more than two centuries.

Having returned recently from Bulgaria whose peo­
ple are now struggling to adopt democratic self-
government, I am struck by the inadequacy of the
current public discussion here over the proposal for a
study of the structure of the Luzerne County gov­
ernment.

While personalities and politics always are intert­
wined — which is both inevitable and healthy — the
suggestion that a review of our government structure
and processes is merely an attack on existing incum­
bents in the county government, or that it is personal­
ly self-serving for those who have taken the initiative
to get the study question on the ballot, is an impover­
ished response.

In just one area — that of protecting our environ­
ment — it is clear that local governments are increas­
ingly dependent on the county for policies, procedures,
and investments. The state continues to add to the
county’s responsibilities as new standards are estab­
lished to improve or protect that environment. This
pressure alone would justify a reevaluation of our cur­
rent county government structures.

Another critical issue for such a study commission
is the balance between professional management of
county government and the political role of elected
representatives serving as county commissioners. It is
an issue that faces every political jurisdiction in the
United States. It is, in fact, the testing issue in Bul­
garia as its people draft a new Constitution for their
country. What should be the proper balance between
professional administration and political commit­
ments? This professional-political balance deserves
review and careful consideration. However, the vote
for creation of a study commission is not a vote on the
incumbent. Rather, it concerns whether the kind of
government provided them is adequate to serve the
public interests in the 21st century.

To argue — as some do — that it is somehow cynical
for a group of citizens to propose such a study of
county government, is deeply disturbing. Not to un­
derstand the importance of this periodic reevaluation
of how our system is working is not to understand a
significant dimension of citizen participation in Amer­
ican self-government.

I hope that in the weeks remaining before the No­
vember election the citizens of Luzerne County will
agree that it is timely to. review the structure and pur­
poses of our county government and will elect to the
Study Commission people who are genuinely open to
this important task. The eleven citizens we elect will
have a major responsibility for determining the quali­
ty of government in Luzerne County as we approach
the new century.

To assume, without review, that the existing struc­
ture is adequate, strikes me as a dangerously narrow

Vote W Study

perspective on our nation witich. like the world around
us. is going through profound changes.

We need our county government to be studied in
terms of those changes so that we have the very best
of government that we. the citizens, can elect.

A good beginning for the Commission is to take the
new Luzerne 2020 plan and ask whether our present
structure of county government is best designed to
help us meet the objectives of the plan. First, however.
we must act by voting "Yes" on the Commission.

Sincerely,
Christopher N. Breiseth
President

See VOICE Page 6, Section 3
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‘Openness and toleration’ said to characterize life at Wilkes

Editor:
1 am writing to clarify the facts of

the Incident of anti-Semitic graffiti re­
ferred to In stories in both the Wilkes
student newspaper. The Beacon, and
The Times Leader on Sept. 24.

On Sept. 25. The Times Leader fol­
lowed these stories with a column by
Steve Corbett and a lead editorial.

First, let me say that I am pleased
that Marnin Michaels brought the Inci­
dent to the attention of university au­
thorities, who acted promptly to ad­
dress the problem. One must never
keep silent about such Intolerable be­
havior.

I also commend The Beacon editors
for their strong editorial condemning
any action which would seek to abuse
another because of race, religion, or
gender. Their views echoed those of 

the Wilkes community on these Issues.
We must be eternally vlllgant to
counter bigotry whenever It occurs.
and we at Wilkes urge all members of
our community to do the same.

The graffiti referred to In the arti­
cles and editorials was discovered on
five tables In the student lounge of the
Stark Learning Center lobby, among
other graffiti on those tables. As soon
as it was discovered, the Student Af­
fairs staff made photographs of It and
had the tables cleaned. An Investiga­
tion of the Incident Is In progress.

The atmosphere on the Wilkes cam­
pus Is characterized by openness and
toleration for diversity of religion, race,
and creed. No religious demands are
made of students. Any who seek to in­
timidate others or to make groups of
persons feel unwelcome at Wilkes are 

dealt with through established disci­
plinary procedures.

We regret deeply that some mis­
guided person or persons drew such
outrageous graffiti on tables In the stu­
dent lounge and we are pursuing the
case vigorously. We also regret, howev­
er. that the tone and tenor of some of
the coverage of this Incident lead the
unwary reader to a false Impression of
the realities of campus life at Wilkes
University.

Truth and toleration are bywords of
the Wilkes tradition, stretching back to
the pioneering positions taken by Eu­
gene Farley on the value of diversity.
We revere and uphold that tradition
and are quick to come to its defense.

Christopher N. Breiseth
President of Wilkes University
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Breiseth: First-Year Teacher in L.A.
By JOE COOPER

Staff Writer
What is it like to be a first year

teacher in the inner city of Los
Angeles, Cal., and to get around in
the sprawling metropolis without a
car?

Twenty-two-year-old Abigail
Breiseth, daughter of Wilkes Uni­
versity President and Mrs.
Christopher Breiseth, knows first­
hand the reality of those conditions.

“It’s really not as bad as I ex­
pected; however, I’m teaching in a
visual performing arts center school
and the children are most interest­
ing,” she said.

Breiseth has been working in the
Los Angeles School District since
early summer and has a two-year
commitment under the auspices of
Teach for America based in New
York City.

"The program was begun by a

Princeton graduate who did her
thesis on teaching in inner cities and
rural areas of the nation and it took
off from there," Breiseth said.

She teaches third grade classes
made up of a mix of minorities who
have some special talent which is
channeled into the school tabbed as
a “magnet school" by the school
district.

"The magnet schools are set up
to keep the children with a gift to
develop on the school system rather
than having them attend a private
school,” she said.

Her school has classes from kin­
dergarten through ninth grade and
Breiseth "teaches them everything."

Has she been touched by the crime
of the inner city?

"Our school, and even my
classroom, was broken into over a
weekend and VCR’s and other
equipment were stolen,” she said.

The teachers in the Teach for
America project are paid regular
first year teacher's salaries and
they must provide their own hous­
ing.

Breiseth is a graduate of Meyers
High School and the University of
Chicago where she earned her degree
in general studies and the humanities.

Her future is undecided since she
does not know if she will stay in
teaching. Breiseth has worked for
the environment at Cape Cod Na­
tional Park and is somewhat at­
tracted to a career in that field.

School bells will ring out in Los
Angeles on Jan. 7 and she plans to
be back on the City of the Angels a
few days earlier in preparation for
the new term.

At home here in Wilkes-Barre, her
father and mother, Jane, and sisters,
Erika, 20, and Lydia, 10, are wat-

ABIGAIL BREISETH

ching with interest her foray into
what is a pioneering aspect of educa­
tion in America.



Breiseth Elected to Board
Of Wilkes-Barre Partnership
Dr. Christopher N. Breiseth,

president of Wilkes University, was
recently elected to the Board of
Directors of the Greater Wilkes-
Barre Partnei
ship and th
Committee fc
E c o n o m i
Growth (CEG).

According t
Stephen M. Ba
rouk, presider
of the Great*
Wilkes-Barr
Partnership
Inc., “We atv
pleased to an- BREISETH
nounce the appointment of Dr.
Breiseth to our Board of Directors.
His leadership abilities and interest
in the continued development of the
community and the region will play
an important role in guiding both
organizations to meet the challenges
of the’90’s.”

During his tenure at Wilkes,
Breiseth has held numerous lead­
ership positions in both civic
organizations and the business
community of Wilkes-Barre which
have aided in the continued devel­
opment and economic growth of
Northeastern Pennsyslvania. Addi­
tionally, he has played a key role in
initializing the transition of Wilkes
to University status while continual­
ly striving for academic excellence
and performance.

A graduate of the University of
California with a B.A. degree in his­
tory, Breiseth received the B. Litt in
Modem British History from Oxford
University and holds a Ph.D. in
Modem European Intellectural His­
tory from Cornell University. Also,
in 1970 and 1971, he was a post­
doctoral Danforth Fellow in Black
Studies at the University of
Chicago.

Prior to his current position as
President of Wilkes University,
Breiseth served as President and
Dean of Deep Springs College in
California and had worked in the Of­
fice of Economic Opportunity in
Washington, D.C. as Chief of the
Policy Guidance Branch of the
Community Action Program. He
was also a member of the faculty at

both Sangamon State University in
Springfield, Illinois and Williams
College, where he also served as
Liason Officer for Fulbright, Mar­
shall and Rhodes Scholarshps.

The Greater Wilkes-Barre Part­
nership, Inc., and its affiliates — the
Greater Wikes-Barre Chamber of
Commerce, the Committee of Eco­
nomic Growth (CEG) and the
Greater Wilkes-Barre Industrial
Fund — work toward economic de­
velopment and continued improve­
ment in the quality of life for the
region.
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Wilkes University president
to serve on humanities council

WILKES-BARRE — Christo­
pher N. Brelseth, president of
Wilkes University, has been
elected chair of the Pennsylvania
Humanities Council, according to
executive director Craig Elsen-
drath.

His one-year term continues
until Oct. 31, 1991. He is begln-

v nlng his second term on the
council,-having previously served

■J from 1985-89.
The Pennsylvania Humanities

Council Is a private, non-profit
organization that is an affiliate of
the National Endowment for the
Humanities.

In addition to Brelseth, the
council’s officers Include Harry

Ausprich, president of Blooms­
burg University and Sister Marg­
aret Gannon, undergraduate
dean of Marywood College In
Scranton, who assume the posi­
tions of vice-chair and secre-
tary/treasurer respectively.

The president of Wilkes since
1984. Brelseth has been a leader
in many civic organizations, In­
cluding the Osterhout Library.
Leadership Wilkes-Barre, United
Way of Wyoming Valley and the1
Greater Wilkes-Barre Partner­
ship.

The Pennsylvania Humanities
Council Is located at 320 Walnut
Street in Philadelphia.
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35 College presidents don colors of their schools
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Academic Affairs at Penn State’s Wilkes-Barre campus
in Lehman; standing, Rev. James Lackenmeir, presi­
dent of King’s College; Dr. Christopher Breiseth, presi­
dent of Wilkes University, and Dr. Pasquale DiPas­
quale, president of College Misericordia.
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Meeting to talk about how the colleges can work
together with school districts and the business com­
munity are, kneeling, from the left, Dr. Donald Bron-
sard, president of Luzerne County Community College
and Dr. Steven Putzel, activities director arid Dean of

More important than almost anything else in the
Wyoming Valley's future is its educational base and the
post secondary institutions based in the greater Wyo­
ming Valley are working together to insure the next de­
cade and the next century will be a productive one.
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Area colleges work to forge a better tomorrow...
By PAT TROSKY
a Hxtm* VM c« Staff Wrf tar

. The future of the Wyoming Valley - its business, its in­
dustry, its culture, its resources, and most importantly, its
children - depends on the success of partnerships. Into this
last decade of the 20th century it is evident more than ever
that without partnerships, whether it is between business
and education or parent and child, growth will become
stagnant on an individual as well as community level.

No one will disagree that progress into the 21s t century
means a commitment to education today. The children of
today will bb the workforce of tomorrow and it is now
becoming clear that education has to be restructured to
meet the needs of an ever-demanding future.

"We face a critical challenge,". DrlChristopher Breiseth,
president of Wilkes University said recently adding, "and
that challenge is to forge a better partnership with educa­
tion from Kindergarten through 12th grade and then into
post secondary studies."

Breiseth, along with the presidents of the four other col­
leges in Luzerne County, have met regularly over the last
year to discuss ways to meet the demand of education in
the future. This gathering of minds has extended into meet­
ings with superintendents from the school districts and also
with the business and industry represented by the Greater
Wilkes-Barre Partnership.

"We need to be concerned about the quality of education
and the preparation of teachers. Educational facilities have
to find a more effective way to take what they know and
apply it in a way in which it will improve the economy as
well as continue to discover new knowledge for future
growth," Breiseth said.

Rev. James Lackenmeir, president of King's College,
said in the future, there will be a real need for innovative
and imaginative ways to present educafion. As co-chair­

man of the Council of Workforce Preparation, an ad hoc
committee sponsored by the Wilkes-Barre Partnership,
Lackenmeir has worked closely with business and educa­
tional leaders in trying to identify specific needs of the
community.

' The meetings have been very productive and we have
gathered a lot of information to present to the schools
about what the local work force will need in the immediate
future,” the King’s president said. •

We face a critical challenge,..and that
challenge is to forge a better partner­
ship with education from Kindergarten
through 12th grade and then into post
secondary studies.

------------  5 5
Dr. Pasquale DiPasquale, president of College

Misericordia, said schools should make themselves avail­
able to the people they serve.

' ‘ In education y oii have to have a number of delivery sys­
tems. For a region of people to grow and learn you have to
be available to them with evening classes, telecommunica­
tion courses and programs that meet their specific needs,"
DiPasquale said.

College Misericordia has worked closely with the
Chamber of Commerce to see how it can continually meet
the economic and educational needs of the community es­
pecially in the health care field.

"Our bachelor’s degree in nursing is one of the best in
thestateandil'sourflagshipprogram.Wealsooffer
degrees in occupational therapy, radiology and medical
technology. Health care positions are in great demand and 

there expects to be a continued need for well-trained pro­
fessionals in these fields for a long time,” DiPasquale said. *

Dr. Donald Bronsard, the new president of Luzerne Coun­
ty Community College, and Dr. Steven Putzel, activities
director and Dean of Academic Affairs at Penn State's
Lehman campus, both agree with DiPasquale about mak­
ing sure education is accessible to the public.

* ‘We are seeing more non-traditional students than ever
before. These are students who may need further training
for their jobs or who want to return to school for other
reasons," Putzel said.

Bronsard, who has the luxury of being in charge of a
community college that has the flexibility to change with
the demands of region, feels now more than ever that
LCCC is an integral part of the future growth of the Wyo­
ming Valley.

"We pay close attention to marketing studies and what
business and industry need and we can develop programs
very quickly to assist wherever necessary," Bronsard said
noting LCCC’s cost, flexibility and wide variety of course
offerings, serves several markets such as minority stu­
dents, those with learning differences and those who want
just enrichment.

With five institutions of higher education situated in a
region that has been faced with change around every cor>
ner, the next 10 years will be ones of transition for both
education and business and the success of the transition
will depend greatly on the success of education and part­
nerships.

As Putzel explained it, “We cannot put a lot of money
into a quick fix for education. That’s a Band-Aid approach
We have recognized a decline in math and reading skills
and we see students with developmental problems Manv
students have the skills but do not know how to use them 3
We have to start at the lower levels of education to produce

(See COLLEGES, page 22)
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more prepared students.”
Partnerships like the one that

Penn State has with the Wilkes-
Barre School District are one way
that higher education has started
to prepare for the future as well
as cooperative educational cur­
riculum like LCCC has with
businesses that look to the school’s
advanced technology center for
skilled workers.

“There has been a 20-year
devaluation of the teaching pro­
fession and now that has begun to 

turn around. There will have to be
painful but necessary changes in
teaching and we will continually
need to be concerned about the
quality and preparation of teach­
ers. Education will have to change
to meet more individual needs of
the future,” Breiseth said.

The demands and the challenges
of the future will be on education
and with the partnership between
business and education now being
formed, the future should be a
bright one for the Wyoming
Valley.



Breiseth: If s up to police to nab rowdies
By CAROL CRANE
atU.ng'VolnSicHWrfltr

The president of Wilkes Univer­
sity has issued a formal statement
Friday charging enforcement of
any laws pertaining to underage
drinking, loud parties and van­

dalism by Wilkes students living
off-campus lies solely with the
Wilkes-Barre police department
and other city officials.

"Because the students in ques­
tion live in housing not owned by
the university, Wilkes must rely
on city officials to enforce munici­

pal and commonwealth laws,”
said Wilkes President Christopher
N. Breiseth.

Breiseth's statement comes on
the heels of Thursday's session of
city council where several resi­
dents of South Franklin Street
complained to city officials that
Wilkes students living in four
apartments at 354 S. Franklin St.
were wreaking havoc in the
neighborhood at all hours.

Mary Lawler, who lives at 350 S.
Franklin St., recounted to council
that alleged drunken males stu­
dents from one apartment at 354
S. Franklin St. frequently urinate
out their second story window into
her bedroom window. James
Shields, who owns an apartment
building at 351 S. Franklin St., re­
ported to council that he has lost
one tenant and several prospective
tenants because of the students'
loud parties and fighting late at
night.

As a result of the residents
complaints, council unanimously
passed a motion to request the
police department not only beef up
patrols in the neighborhood with
an unmarked car but also, as of
Sept. 1, to station a policeman on
foot near the building for a 60-day 

trial period. The motion also
called for any findings or arrest
by police to be reported back to
council.

Additionally, it was suggested
that officials from the city fire,

Slumbing, electrical, housing and
ealth departments hold a sur­

prise inspection on the student
apartment building.

"We are most sympathetic with
the problems of our neighbors on
South Franklin Street and critical
of those who are causing our
neighbors these problems,”
Breiseth said.

Breiseth said the college was
first alerted to the problems with
the students living at 354 S.
Franklin St. in April. The building
is owned by Jerry Brown who re­
portedly lives on Charles Street.

Since that time, he said, Wilkes
University Dean of Student Affairs
Jane Lampe-Groh has met with
the neighbors, landlords and prop­
erty owners in the area. A meet­
ing was also held with Police Chief
Joe Coyne to discuss the situation.

Regarding those meetings,
Breiseth reported, “Intensive dis­
cussions and efforts over the last
few years with the property
owner, Jerry Brown, have not
been successful. Attempts have
also been made to have the
Wilkes-Barre Police Department 

work directly with Mr. Brown
since the students allegedly caus­
ing the problem are tenants of Mr.
Brown. But these efforts have
beenunsuccessful."

"Since last August, the Wilkes-
Barre Police have had the infor­
mation necessary to contact
Wilkes Student Affairs officials on
a 24-hour basis to help deal with
any problems which might occur.
However, there has been no con­
tact when incidents involving
disruptive behavior arises,”
Breiseth continued.

Chief Coyne last week defended
the police department, saying
police have responded to the area
every time they are called. How­
ever, as soon as the students spy
the police cruiser coming down
the street, they scatter or im­
mediately cease any illegal ac­
tions he said.

Mayor Lee Namey conceded
Friday that police may not have
taken advantage of notifying the
school every time a complaint is
registered. "That may be one of
our faults,” he said.

In addition to more aggressive
police enforcement, the mayor
said he will investigate if any
legal action can be taken against
the landlords of the student hous­
ing.
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He has been a leader in many
civic organizations which include
the Osterhout Library, Leadership
Wilkes-Barre, United Way of Wyo-

— ming Valley, and the Greater
WilkeSrBarre Partnership. Within
the business community Breiseth
has worked to foster development
and economic growth in Northeast­
ern Pennsylvania.

Wilkes University President
Christopher N. Breiseth has been
named as the keynote speaker for
the Northeastern Pennsylvania
Association of Arab, Americans
Installation of Officers and Scholar­
ship Awards Banquet on Saturday,
April 13.

His speech is titled “Rethinking
America’s World Position.” The

Wilkes president to speak
Wilkes Un

affair at Genetti’s in Wilkes-Barre
begins with cocktails at 6 p.m., din­
ner at 7 p.m. and the program at 8
p.m.

“We are very proud to have Dr.
Breiseth as the keynote speaker for
the association’s event of the year,”
said Dr. Wagiha Taylor, president
of the Arab American Association.

He has also been instrumental in
developing ways in which educa­
tional institutions in the Wyoming
Valley can work to gether to pool
resources for the benefit of all stu­
dents. His leadership is credited
with the achievement that moved
Wilkes to university status earlier
this year.

The president of Wilkes since
1984, Breiseth has had an enormous
impact on both the university and
the community. He is an integral
part of the community and a con­
stant advocate for the strong alli­
ance that exists between the two.

One of the many highlights of his
presidency was his recent trip to
Bulgaria as part of a team of Wilkes
University educators. The team
presented a two-week management
seminar to Bulgarian business and
government leaders.

/?



Opinion
Bush’s Points of Light Foundation glows in Wilkes-Barre
By CHRISTOPHER BREISETH

Editor’s note: Dr. Christopher
N. Brelseth Is president of Wilkes
University and a member of the
Points of Light Foundation. His ar­
ticle is In response to our request
that he elaborate on the .founda­
tion's mission and goals.

My name appeared recently in
a full-pagc ad In the New York
Times sponsored by the Points of
Light Foundation, an organiza­
tion developed as a result of Presi­
dent Bush's call for 1.000 points
of light, the services of citizens

working to
help each
other.

I was
given the
opportunity
to Join with
this distin­
guished
group of
Americans
In endors­
ing the
commitment
to volunteer

service by the Points of Light
Foundation because of my role
with Campus Compact.

Campus Compact Is an organi­
zation formed Initially among col­
lege and university presidents
dedicated to providing leadership
on their campuses to encourage
ever greater community service by
our students.

Originally, there were 58 presi­
dents who Joined together to form
Campus Compact: that number
now has grown to approximately
250. Pennsylvania took the lead
in forming the first statewide
Campus Compact and there are
now 37 colleges and universities
In Pennsylvania with programs to
stimulate student involvement In
a host of projects from literacy
training for adults to Improving
housing for the elderly, working
with at-risk young people, and
through networking to find homes
for the homeless.

promote is our recent day-long
commemoration of Earth Day at
Wilkes University. It was designed
around student participants from
both high schools and colleges
throughout northeastern Penn­
sylvania. Adult specialists tn sev­
eral fields relating to our environ­
ment came together for sessions
designed primarily for the student
audience. For the summing up.

we had student reporters from
each of the eight sessions articu­
late the issues they had heard
presented throughout the (Lay.
Several expressed their own
strong personal thoughts and
feelings about the urgency of
problems affecting their future.

1 link the Earth Day activities
with Campus Compact to under­
score the vital importance of find­

ing ways to involve young people
In meeting the needs of our soci­
ety.

A national service bill is likely
to become law in the conning
year. It will make available, if not
require, some period of national
service from young Americans.

While I generally support this
effort. I think we need not wait for
the federal government to encour­

age students to be Involved and to
provide opportunities In our orga­
nizations and businesses cre­
atively to engage them tn appren­
ticeship-type activities related to
problem areas in our society.

This entire effort that led me to
sign my name to the Points of
Light statement is all about creat­
ing citizens for the future. As wc
contemplate the challenges in

front of us. those of us who con­
sider ourselves adults need to be
spending extra time figuring out
how to involve our young people
in the activities that will make
them thoughtful, experienced,
and motivated citizens to Improve
our society. The byword of our
Earth Day celebration suggests
an appropriate perspective: think
global and act local.
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SPECIAL EVENTS

The Greater Scranton YMCA is
now accepting registrations for a
basic photography course to begin
May 1. The course will be conducted
Wednesdays in May from 7 to 8:30
p.m. Call 342-8115 for registration.

>> Abington Heights Civic League
will conduct an art show and auction
at 7 p.m. at the Country Club of
Scranton. Tickets are available by
calling 586-9706.

o' Holy Rosary School Alumni and
Home-School Association will spon-
ser a “Poets” dance from 8:30 p.m.
to midnight in Holy Rosary Center

o'The Scranton Prep Players will
present “Hello Dolly!” today
through Sunday and April 19, 20, and
21 at 8 p.m. at South Scranton
Intermediate School.

o' A Governor’s Veterans Outreach
and Assistance Center Representative
will be at the Greater Scranton Job
Center, 135 Franklin Ave., from 9:30
a.m. to noon. Proof of veteran status
is required.

elation of Arab Americans installation
of officers and scholarship awards
banquet will be conducted at 6 p.m.
at Genetti's, Wilkes-Barre__Wilkes.
University president Christopher N.
Breiseth will be keynote speaker.

A music scholasrshlp benefit
concert will be conducted at 7:30
p.m. in the Performing Arts Center
at Marywood College.

Pennsylvania Eastern Regional
Council of Parents Without Partners
will sponsor a singles benefit dance
from 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. in the Best
Western Inn, 700 Main St., East
Stroudsburg. Call 383-0867 for reser­
vations.

» A junior and senior high school
student drug prevention workshop
will be conducted from 1 to 5 p.m. at
Allied Services, George Walters Au­
ditorium, 475 Morgan Highway.

MEETINGS
p* Narcotics Anonymous, 7:30 p.m.,

at Bethel Church, 716 N. Washington
Ave:

Alcoholics Anonymous, 8 p.m.p
Covenant Church, Madison Avenue.'j

MEETINGS
p* Scranton Christian Women's

Club monthly luncheon meeting,
April 18, 11:30 a.m., at the Grand
Plaza Hotel, Scranton Carbondale
Highway. Reservation deadline is
today.

** Alcoholics Anonymous, 8 p.m.,
Serenity Way Club House, East Lo­
cust Street.

Narcotics Anonymous, 7:30 p.m.,
at St. John’s Church, Pittston and
Fig streets.

Pocono Singles Club, 9 p.m., at
the Best Western, Stroudsburg.
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Briefs
Wilkes will host
author on banking

Wilkes University will host
Herve de Cannoy, author of

“Global
Banking
Strategy:
Financial
Markets
and
Industrial
Decay, at
a
breakfast
lecture
and
discussion

Herve do Cormoy on

International banking and
Industrial development 8 a.m.
Nov. 15 at the Ramada Hotel.
Wilkes-Barre.

de Cannoy Is a guest of
Christopher N. Brelseth.
president of Wilkes University.

"de Cannoy Is a major
figure In European business,"
Brelseth explained, “and will
provide a unique perspective
on the relationship of the U.S.
economy to that of the
emerging European
community."

de Cannoy's was formerly
chief executive officer of the
Chase Manhattan Bank In
Paris, of Global Banking at
Midland Bank In England, of
the Thomas Cook Group, and,
most recently, of the Soclete
Generale de Belgique.

Reservations for the $9
breakfast can be made by
calling the school at 824-
4651, ext. 4000.
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Wilkes U. president takes part
in Ohio River barge program

Wilkes University President
Christopher N. Breiseth recently
participated in opening ceremo­
nies for the "Always a River”
Ohio River Barge Exhibition held
at the Allegheny River Wharf in
Point State Park.

Breiseth, serving a one-year
term as chairman of the Pennsyl­
vania Humanities Council (PHC),
offered remarks at ribbon-cutting

. ceremonies for the floating exhib­
ition which will be on display at
various Ohio River ports through
early September.

IN PHOTO, from left, are Dr.
Breiseth, Craig Eisendrath, execu­
tive director, PHC; Sophie
Masloff, Mayor, City of Pitts­
burgh; Ken Gladish, executive 

director, Indiana Humanities
Council, and Rita Kohn, project
coordinator, Indiana Humanities
Council.

The “Always A River” exhibit
includes 11 galleries devoted to il­
luminating and exploring the his­
toric, cultural, and commercial
epic surrounding a river flowing
through the heart of the nation.
The specially fabricated barge
will stop at 21 sites in Illinois,
Indiana, Kentucky, Ohio, Pennsyl­
vania and West Virginia.

The Project is sponsored by The
National Endowment for the Hu­
manities and the humanities coun­
cils of Pennsylvania, West
Virginia, Ohio, Indiana, Kentucky,
and Illinois.



Arab Americans honored 77. 6>24-11
The Northeastern Pennsylvania Association of Arab Americans
(NPAAA) recently recognized Dr. Christopher N. Breiseth, president
of Wilkes University, with a plaque in recognition and appreciation of
his leadership in education and his community service. Dr. Wagiha
Taylor, president of the Association, presented the award and
praised Dr. Breiseth for his dedication and commitment to the local
community. Dr. Breiseth is the only non-member honored by the
Association since its inception in 1973. The Northeastern
Pennsylvania Association of Arab Americans is an organization
which honors civic-minded people, awards scholarships to deserving
young people, supports charitable organizations and promotes the
education and enlightenment of both its members and the community
by sponsoring appropriate speakers. Shown making the presentation
are from left: Allan Allan, NPAAA vice president; Dr. Wagiha Taylor,
NPAAA president; Dr. Christopher N. Breiseth, Wilkes president and
George Saba, NPAAA past president.



Financial author to speak at Ramada
Wilkes University will host

Herve de Carmoy, author of
“Global Banking Strategy: Finan­
cial Markets and
Industrial
Decay” at a
breakfast lecture
and discussion
on international
banking and in­
dustrial devel­
opment Friday
at 8 a.m. at the
Ramada Hotel in
Wilkes-Barre.

DeCarmoy will be a guest of Dr.
Christopher N. Breiseth, president
of Wilkes University. Fellow stu­
dents at Cornell University, they
met while Dr. Breiseth was work­
ing on his PhD in modem Euro­
pean intellectual history.

“Mr. deCarmoy is a major fig­
ure in European business," Dr.
Breiseth explained, "and will pro­
vide a unique perspective on the
relationship of the U.S. economy
to that of the emerging economy
of the European community.”

Recently published in English,
de Carmoy’s book is a critique of
American and British banking
judged by the standards of banks
developing in Western Europe and
in Japan.

He is a former chief executive
officer of the Chase Manhattan

Herve de Cannoy

Bank in Parish, Global Banking at
Midland Bank in England,
Thomas Cook Group and most
recently, the Societe Generale de
Belgique.

Individuals wishing to attend the
breakfast should contact Dr.
Breiseth’s office at 824-4651, ext.
4000 for reservations.
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Attending the anthracite regional history meeting were seated, from left: Dr. Robert A. Janosov, ,
Luzerne County Community College professor of history; Mary Ann Landis, director of the state’s
Anthracite Museum Complex; and Dr. Christopher N. Breiseth, president of Wilkes University.
Standing are: Dr. James Rodechko, dean of arts and sciences, Wilkes University; Dr. Craig
Phelan, assistant professor of history, Kings College; Dr. James Sperry, professor of history,
Bloomsburg University; Dr. Harold Aurand, professor of history, Penn State Hazleton Campus;
and Dr. Donald Bronsard, LCCC president

Donald R.
president,

had great
is the first

anthracite region was discussed
recently in a meeting at Luzerne
County Community College’s
education conference center.

The meeting was held to orga­
nize a collaborative effort to relate
the region’s history to the Dela­
ware and Lehigh Navigation
Canal "National Heritage Corridor.

Representatives from area col­
leges joined officials of Eckley
Miner’s Village and the Anthra­
cite Heritage Museum and local
historians at the meeting.

the' first step in organizing a
citizen’s advisory council from
the region to make recommenda­
tions to the Delaware and Lehigh
Corridor Commission. A report of
the meeting will be presented to
the commission during a meeting
at Eckley Miner’s Village.

Preliminary plans were made to
organize a Northeastern Penn­
sylvania History Association and
to hold a cooperative conference
on northeastern Pennsylvania in
the fall of 1992.

Area history LCCC meeting topic
The history of Pennsylvania’s Robert A Janosov, LCCC pro- the' first step in organizing s

fessor of history, coordinated the
meeting, and Dr. —
Bronsard, LCCC
greeted the group.

“This meeting
significance since it
time academic historians, local
history authors, representatives of
historical organizations, and state
and federal agencies have met to
promote the history of our
region,” Janosov said.

The meeting also represented



STANDARD-SPEAKER

HAZLETON, PA
DAILY 24,006

THURSDAY

OCT 24 1991

184
.e. ..

CHAIRS COUNCIL OF PRESIDENTS — Dr. Donald R. Bronsard, seated at right, of Mountain-
top, the president of Luzerne County Community College, was named chairman of the Council of
Presidents for the 1991-92 academic year at a recent council meeting. The council consists of the
leaders of four local colleges and one university and meets periodically during the academic year.
Pictured with Bronsard are Dr. Pasquale DiPasquale, seated at left, president of College
Misericorida, and standing, from left: Dr. Christopher, president of Wilkes University; Dr.
William Pearman, campus executive officer at Penn State Wilkes-Barre Campus and the Rev.
Jamgs Lackenmier, president of King’s College./ |



More state financial help needed
for higher education, Casey told
ByGENESKORDINSKI
CHzens* Voice Staff Writer

Dr. Pasquale DiPasquale, Jr.,
president of College Misericordia,
Tuesday urged Gov. Robert Casey
and the General Assembly to
adopt an adequate program of tax
increases to provide for higher
education in the commonwealth.

DiPasquale, chairman of region
III, Pennsylvania Association of
Colleges and Universities (PACU),
made the request at a new con­
ference held at College Misericor­
dia to announce the results of a
study on the economic impact on
higher education in Pennsylvania.
The study was done by the Penn­
sylvania Economy League (PEL)
for PACU.

“Higher education is an impor­
tant industry. We are important to
the state economy. We deal with
the state's most important re­
source - the minds of our students.
It goes beyond economics. Ameri­
cans believe in higher education.
We are getting more adult stu­
dents coming to us for higher
education. The number of students
keep going up. As we get in­
creased numbers we need in­
creased funding from the state.
We need to be heard,” said
DiPasquale.

Dr. Rodney Kelchner, president
of Mansfield University, pointed
out no matter what increase
schools may receive they still face
problems.

“Normally it has been 5 percent.
No matter what the increase. It
could be 2 or 3 percent. If it were
20 percent, higher education would
still be facing problems, ’ ’ he said.

Dr. Christopher Breiseth, presi­
dent of Wilkes University, pointed
out nearly 40 percent of Pennsyl­
vania’s students attend private in­
stitutions. "Pennsylvania state
aid to higher education is in the
lower third of aid to higher educa­
tion. In private institutions the
student tuitions have gone up due
to budget cuts by the federal gov­
ernment. We are trying to come

Additional funding sought
Dr. Pasquale DiPasquale, Jr., president of College Misericordia

at podium, and Dr. Christopher Breiseth, president of Wilkes Uni­
versity, discuss the need for additional state funding for higher
education.

up with more financial aid for the
lower and middle income students
to attend our universities. We are
working across the board to pro­
vide data and analysis for the
state to deal with the budget,”
said Breiseth.

Wilkes University with an
enrollment of 3,600 students
employs more than 300 persons 

with a total budget of $30 million.
The annual payroll is $12 million
and expenditures in the local
economy are $8.9 million, he said.

Dr. Donald Bronsard, president
of Luzerne County Community
College, said more than 85 percent
of the community college’s gradu­
ates reside in the state’s bound­
aries.



Arab Americans slate dinner
Wilkes University President

Christopher N. Breiseth has been
named as the keynote speaker for
the Northeastern Pennsylvania
Association of Arab Americans’
installation of officers and schol­
arship awards dinner on Saturday,
April 13. Dr. Breiseth will speak
on “Rethinking America's World
Position.”

The affair at Genetti’s in
Wilkes-Barre begins with cocktails
at 6 p.m., dinner at 7 p.m. and the
program at 8 p.m.

“We are very proud to have Dr.
Briseth as the keynote speaker for
the association’s event of the
year," said Dr. Wagiha Taylor,
president of the Arab American
Association.

The president of Wilkes since
1984, Dr. Breiseth received his ,
baccalaureate degree in history
with highest honors from the Uni­
versity of California at Los
Angeles (1958) where he was a
member of Phi Betta Kappa. He
received the B.Litf in

British History from Oxford Uni­
versity (1962), and the Ph.D in
Modem European intellectual His­
tory from Cornell University
(1964).

One of the many highlights of
his presidency was his recent trip
to Bulgaria (July 1990) as part of
a team of Wilkes University edu­
cators. The team presented a
two-week management seminar to
Bulgarian business and govern­
ment leaders.

He has been a leader in many
civic organizations which include
the Osterhout Library; Leadership
Wilkes-Barre; United Way of
Wyoming Valley (Chair Education
Division-1990), and the Greater
Wilkes-Barre Partnership. Within
the business community Dr.
Breiseth has worked to foster de­
velopment and economic growth
in Northeastern Pennsylvania. Dr. Breiseth



Wilkes to resume Social Crisis Lecture Series
Social Crisis Lecture Series, sponsored by Wilkes

University, will resume on Oct. 1 with, “Toward A
Platform For Reform: Hope and Creativity.”

The course will focus on the education,
multiculturalism, health care, the family unit, elec­
tions and economics, and environmental issues.

The social crisis series began in 1984 as a World
Religions class and evolved into a forum for dis­
cussions on culture, economics, religion, politics,
global environment and personal enrichment.

The teaching team includes: Dr. Jule Ayers,
course coordinator; Dr. Christopher Breiseth,
Wilkes University president; Tom Bigler, Wilkes

University communication department; Dr.
Mahmoud H. Fahmy, Sister Constance Kozel, Inter- rO
faith Resource Center for Peace and Justice; Dr. 'JJ
Gri Mitra, King’s College; Rabbi J. Michaels, Tem­
ple Israel; Vera Cornish, Martin Luther King "''j
Committee; Dr. Sienna Finley, College Misericor- —
dia; and Dr. Phillip Muntzel, King’s College. (

For registration information, contact Wilkes Uni-
versify at 831-1235 or 831-1467.

Members of the teacher team, seated from left,
are: Kozel, Cornish, Ayers, Breiseth, Fahmy;
standing; Bigler, Mitra,Finley, Muntzel, Michaels.



Wilkes University Students to Offer
Free Tax Help

(Christopher N. Breiseth, President)

Wilkes University students are again offering free
income tax assistance as part of the Volunteer Income
Tax Assistance (VITA) program.

University accounting majors who have completed
the Tax Course will be able to offer their help in
preparing income tax returns for the elderly and
low-income individuals.

VITA offers the free assistance for people who file
Form 1040EZ, Form 1040A or a basic Form 1040
Federal tax return. The Wilkes students can also alert
taxpayers to special credits and deductions for which
they may be eligible.

Taxpayers who visit the Wilkes University VITA
program are asked to bring this year's tax package,
wage and earnings statements (Form W-2) from all
employers, interest statements from banks (Form
1099), a copy of last year's tax return if available, and
other relevant information about income and
expenses.

The student VITA volunteers have completed an
IRS training course in basic income tax return
preparation.

For more information about student community
service at Wilkes University, contact Mary Martino at
717-824-4651.
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Dr. Christopher N. Breiseth
To Be Honored by Boy Scouts
Frank M. Henry, chairman of the

1992 Friends of Scouting Dinner an­
nounced that Dr. Christopher N.
Breiseth, president of Wilkes Col­
lege, has been chosen as the 1992
Distinguished Citizen honoree.

The dinner, sponsored by the
Northeastern Pennsylvania Council,
Boy Scouts of America, will be held
March 3 at the Genetti Hotel and
Convention Center in Wilkes-Barre.
The council annually recognizes a
community leader who best ex­
emplifies the qualities of a good citi­
zen to serve as a role model for the
council’s 10,500 Scouts and leaders.

Featured speaker for the dinner
will be Los Angeles Dodgers Man­
ager Tommy Lasorda. Lasorda has
been a member of the Dodgers
organization for more than 40 years,
dating back to the days when the
Dodgers played in Brooklyn, N.Y.
He led the Dodgers to three World
Series playoffs and has been named
coach of the year by numereous
sports organizations.

Lasorda is also well known for his
Ultra Slimfast diet drink television
commercials. He is a nationally
known dinner speaker combining
humor, wit, and motivational tech­
niques.

Henry announced that in selecting
Breiseth, the committee recognized
the tremendous contribution he has 

made to the quality of life in North­
eastern Pennsylvania over the past
seven years.

Dr. Breiseth came to the Wyoming
Valley in 1984 after serving as
president of Deep Springs College,
Deep Springs, Calif., and ad­
ministrative faculty and teaching
positions in Illinois, Washington
D.C., and Williamstown, Mass.

Since becoming president of
Wilkes College in 1984, his lead­
ership has brought the former
Bucknell Junior College to its cur­
rent university status in 1989. He
recently gave leadership to the uni­
versity’s most successful building
campaign ever with more than S18
million raised to date. The new
Marts Sports complex has been the
cornerstone of the new building
campaign which has prepared the
university for service into the 20th
century.

Dr. Breiseth is a board member of
the Osterhout Free Library, Lead­
ership Wilkes-Barre, the United
Way of Wyoming Valley, the
Greater Wilkes-Barre Partnership,
Committee for Economic Growth,
and chairman of the Pennsylvania
Humanities Council. He serves on
the executive committee of the Eco­
nomic Development Council of
Northeastern Pennsylvania, and the
commission fcr Independent Col­

leges and Universities.
Tickets are $125 each and can be

purchased by calling the Scout Ser­
vice center or from any member of
the committee. Steering Committee
members are Dr. Wallace Stettler,
first vice chairman; Richard Pear­
sall, past chairman; and vice chair­
man Bernard C. Banks, Jr.; Ian
Richardson; Dr. Richard Somma;
Harold Rose, and Glenn Y. Forney.
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Wilkes taking part in Campus Leadership Development project
Wilkes University students,

faculty, administration and sup­
port staff will have a new opportu­
nity to participate in projects and
seiminars to enhance their lead­
ership skills as part of Campus
Leadership Development, a na­
tional program initiated by the As­
sociation of American Colleges.

Participating institutions have
been grouped with other schools of
similar size to further develop
plans for this initiative. Wilkes is
working with committees from
Gettysburg College and Hood Col­
lege in Frederick, Md.

The CLD project is funded by 

the Kellogg Foundation. The
Wilkes committee has developed a
customized proposal for the
universivty. Each year, 12 mem­
bers of the campus community
will be offered the opportunity to
hone their leadership skills
through formal training and by
developing a project aimed at ad­
vancing the mission of the institu­
tion.

Additionally, the group will
serve as a steering committee,
working with the Human Re­
sources Management Office, to
provide workshops for the entire
campus community.

Dr. Robert J. Hearnan, execu­
tive assistant to the president and
acting president for academic af­

fairs, recently attended a con­
ference of the Association of
American Colleges in Washing­
ton,D.C., to deliver a report on the
progress and success of the Wilkes
University Leadership Committee.

Seated, Dr. Anne H. Batory, as­
sociate professor of business ad­
ministration, and James
DeCosmo, associate professor of
math and computer science.
Standing, from the left, Mark
Allen, associate dean of student af­
fairs; Dr. Hearnan, Robert
Schoenberg, Association of Ameri­
can Colleges; Scott Bodfish, direc­
tor of institutional research and
planning support, and Dr. Christo­
pher N. Breiseth, Wilkes presi­
dent.
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Schools in the Hazleton Area School
District will dose shortly before noon
Wednesday to enable 600 teachers and
administrators to hear a top state educator
explain Harrisburg’s role in local school
improvement efforts.

• Junior and senior high schools will
dismiss their students at 1 J:02 a.m. and
elementary students will go home at 11:50’
a.m.

State Commissioner of Basic Education
Joseph Bard will explain the key part the
Department of Education will play in the
district’s planned restructuring of its edu­
cational program during a 1 p.m. session
in the Hazleton High School auditorium.

Bard’s presentation and other staff
meetings throughout the afternoon were
arranged through the “Act 80” program,
which the state provides to' enable school
districts to train their staffs by shortening
the instructional day.

Teachers from the kindergarten and 

first and second grade levels will attend
sessions at HHS from 1 to 3 p.m.

The teachers will learn about reading
materials being piloted in the district and
will meet with Dr. Deb Carr, supervisor of
reading/language arts, to discuss new
trends in reading instruction.

At the same tithe, Conyngham,
Sugarloaf and Nuremberg elementary
school faculties will assemble at the new
Valley Elementary School to tour the
building and continue their planning for
September when the school opens.

Working with the district to improve
the learning of all its students will be rep­
resentatives from the state Department of
Education, the Pennsyfvania StajeJSduca-
tion Association, Willces and Bloomsburg
universities, Dickinson College and the
Luzerne Intermediate Unit.

“The theme of the day will be our
restructuring effort,” said John J. Rabcts,
the district’s supervisor of- staff develop­
ment and special projects.

Leading the Valley school group will 

be Daniel Cassarella, director of elemen­
tary education, and Harold Getz, the cur­
rent principal of Conyngham, Sugarloaf
and Nuremberg elementaries. Getz will
become principal of the new Valley
school when the three older schools close.

Hcights-Tcrrace and Hazle Elementary
teachers will meet at HHS along with
kindergarten, first and second grade pilot
reading teachers and special area teachers
to hear Dr. Rosemary Williams of Wilkes
University discuss cooperative learning.

For all other teachers in grades three to
six, Dr. William Gaskins of PSEA will
conduct a session at HHS on teaming, a
concept that district officials said is
crucial to the restructuring effort.

James Sheffer of the state Department
of Education will meet with the district’s
Chapter 1 staff and elementary curriculum
and instruction subcommittee to program
formats and federal guidelines.

In addition:
■ Superintendent Eugene B. Gatty’s

study committee will meet with Bard to 

discuss restructuring.
■ Vocational-technical and industrial

arts teachers will hear Dave McCloskey of
the Department of Education’s Vocational
Education Division discuss the latest
trends in vo-tech education and the blen­
ding of vocational and academic areas.

■ Senior high social studies and junior
high mathematics teachers will hear the
Department of Education's Jean di
Sabatino talk on Sizer's principles of ef­
fective schools.

■ Junior-high English faculty members
will hear Ruth Kudlick, HHS English
Department chairwoman, discuss process
writing.

■ Secondary reading and junior-high
social studies teachers and librarians will
hear Dr. Jesse Moore of East Stroudsburg
University discuss the Pennsylvania
Comprehensive Reading Plan.

■ Guidance counselors at the elementary
and secondary levels along with the stu­
dent support services subcommittee
(chaired by Dr. Geraldine Shepperson, 

supervisor of school health services) and
the testing committee (chaired by Rocco
Formica, HHS science department chair­
man) will hear Dr. Carl Guerrcrio of
Dickinson College discuss evaluation and
testing.

■ Foreign-language teachers, nurses and
elementary teachers of gifted students will
meet with Dr. Christopher Breiseth,
president of Wilkes University, to hear a
presentation on societal trends that aTfect
education.

■ Junior and senior high science and
business teachers will hear Dr. William
Price of the LIU speak about future trends
in education.

■ Home economics, art, music and phys­
ical education teachers will hear Vem
Register of the Department of Education.

■ Special education teachers will meet
with Paul Nobile.

■ For those in senior high curriculum
and instruction, Dr. Howard Macauley of
Bloomsburg university will continue his
work with the group.

Schools close early Wed. for teacher sessions
By CHUCK GLOMAN /



United Way volunteers finalize fund-raising plans
Volunteers serving on United Way of Wyoming Valley’s Educa­

tion Division Coordinating Committee met recently to finalize their
fund raising plans for the 1992 campaign. Rev. Laurence
Olszewski, vice president for external affairs at King’s College, is
serving as division chairman.

Members of the Education Division Steering Committee, seated
from the left, are Dr. Donald Bronsard, Luzerne County Communi­
ty College; Rev. Olszewski, Nancy Davis, Lake-Lehman School
District; Dr. Christopher Breiseth, Wilkes Universtiy; standing,
Phyllis Beik, Penn State University- (representing Dr. William 

Pearman); John Shafer, Wyoming Seminary; Hi Jeremy Packard,'
Wyoming Seminary; Ed Corcoran, King’s College; Anthony F.
Kane, Jr., Wyoming Valley West Education Association, PSEA;
and Walter Klepaski, United Way of Wyoming Valley.

Rev. Olszewski stated that through the generosity of individual
employees at local colleges, universities, public school districts,
private and parochial schools, nearly $216,000 was pledged last
year.

This year the Education Division has a goal of $224,000 toward
United Way's community-wide goal of $4,100,000.



Weckesser Hall is scene of Wilkes University reception

□ Nancy Ennis, Wilkes president Christopher N. Brelseth and Howard
‘Skinny1 Ennis, ’55, of Wilmington, Del.

□ John, ’57 and Nancy Lychos of Forty Fort

□ Thomas B. Hadzor, vice president for development, Maryann Pantelakos
and Deno Pantelakos of Wilkes-Barre.

Gathering honors Farley Club
Wilkes University paid tribute to

members of the Eugene Farley Club
during a recent reception at Weckesser
Hall, held to celebrate their fund-raising
achievements.

Bernadette Fomicola, director of
annual giving for the university, said
“We’re taking this opportunity to
recognize the members of the Eugene
Farley Club and the important
contributions they make to the success
of the university’s fund-raising efforts."

The dub was named in honor of the 

first president of Wilkes, Eugene S.
Farley. Club members contribute gifts
of $100 to $999 to help Wilkes
enhance its programs.

Membership in the Farley Club is
open each year to alumni, parents and
other friends of the university.

Following the reception many of the
Farley Club members attended a
reading by Pulitzer Prize-winning
author Norman Mailer at the Dorothy
Dickson Darte Center for the
Performing Arts. /



NORTHEASTERN BANK HONORED -
The Sordonl Art Gallery at Wilkes University recently
held a reception to honor Northeastern Bank for
their support of the current exhibit, Virgin Land­
scapes, Native Cultures: The Artist-Explorer in North
America. Held in recognition of the Columbus
Quincentenary through November 29th, this Impor­
tant loan exhibition presents works by painters who
discovered, for themselves, the un-Europeanlzed
New World. Executives from Northeastern Bank met
with guest curator, Dr. William H. Sterling, associate
professor of art at Wilkes, for a special tour of the
exhibit Sordonl Gallery Director, Judith O’Toole,
presented Northeastern Bank President Joseph C.
Cuyaux, with a framed poster from the exhibit Part
of Northeastern Bank’s gift to the Sordonl was used
for the production of a 64 page, fully Illustrated, col­

or and black and white catalog of the pieces exhib­
ited during the show. The exhibit Is also supported,
In part, by funds from the Pennsylvania Council on
the Arts. The Gallery is open to the public dally from
noon until 5 p.m. and Thursday evenings until 9 p.m.
The Gallery Office Is open at 8:30 a.tn., and special
tours can be arranged at any time with prior notice.
Call the Sordonl Art Gallery for more Information on
the special events scheduled In conjunction with the
exhibition. From left Wilkes University President
Christopher N. Brelseth, Joseph G. Guyaux, presi­
dent of Northeastern Bank of Pennsylvania; Judith
O’Toole, director of the Sordonl Art Gallery, and Dr.
William H. Sterling, associate professor of art at
Wilkes and guest curator for the Virgin Landscapes,
Native Cultures exhibit
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Black Knights band plays at Wilkes game
The Lake-Lehman Marching Band was recently featured during
halftime at the Wilkes University football game held at the
Lackawanna County Stadium.Wilkes University Vice President of Development, Thomas B.
Hadzor presented Robbie Trescavage, a senior from Shavertown,
and Band Director, Edward Richards with a plaque in appreciatip^

Lake-Lehman’s participation.Richards and his wife, Maureen, are 1978 graduates of Wil!,4-' ”
The Wilkes University Colonels beat the Upsala Vikings 31-Zj^

----- —- — n '

Football Game

The Wyoming Area Marching Band was recently featured during
the Wilkes University football game held at Lackawanna County
Stadium. Band Director Don Butz and Drum Major Tonya Wilbur
received a plaque from Wilkes President Christopher N. Breiseth
after their performance.

The Wilkes Colonels beat the Upsala Vikings 31-20.



Principals at the Wilkes University Scholarship Donors' luncheon: Left
to right, left photo: Dr. Charles Burns, Sr., M.D. *35, and Wilkes Universi­
ty President Christopher N. Breiseth visit before the luncheon program
begins.

Sunday Independent, November 26,1892 Section TWO — 3

Center photo: Denise Antolik, director of public relations at Boscov’s, Right photo: Janet Glatzel, Holli Root '96, Glatzel Scholar, and Donald
Helen Newton ’93 of Wilkes-Barre, and Thomas B. Hadzor, vice-president Glatzel have an opportunity to meet during tho Wilkes University Schol-
for development. Newton is the recipient of the Boscov’s and Alexander W. arship Donors luncheon.
Dick Foundation Scholarship.

Wilkes Honors Scholarship Donors and Recipients at Luncheon
More then 200 Wilkes Universi­

ty students and scholarship donors
attended a luncheon at the Arnaud C.
Marts Sports and Conference Center.
The annual event is held to show the
university’s appreciation to the more

than 80 individuals and organiza­
tions who have generously endowed
scholarships for Wilkes students.

For the scholarship donors, the
luncheon is an opportunity to meet
the students they are assisting. The

students appreciate the opportunity
to personally express their gratitude
for the opportunity to pursue higher
education.

“Without our scholarships, we
would have to spend more time ear­

ning tuition money," said Diadra Bau
of Nanticoke, a senior chemistry stu­
dent at Wilkes. “We will be thanking
our benefactors for the rest of our
lives because these scholarships
allow us to shape our future."

Bau is the recipient of the
Genevieve Todd Brennan Memorial
Scholarship, established by Mrs.
Brennan’s children in recognition of
her service to Wilkes as cafeteria
manager from 1938 to 1956.

A 1935 graduate of Bucknell Uni­
versity Junior College, now Wilkes
University, Dr. Charles Bums, Sr.,
M.D. also brought words of en­
couragement to the students. The
pundits who classified us as a pro­
ducer generation insist that the pres­
ent generation are consumers. The
challenge has been issued to the
scholarship recipient to out-produce
the producer generation.”

With his inspirational message,
Dr. Bums also brought a gift from die
estate of his former BUJC roommate,
Joseph Duddy. Nearly 50 patents,
developed by Duddy as an electrical
engineer, have been turned over to
the University.

John Comerford of Pompton Lakes,
N.J., the Arnaud C. Marts Scholar,
also offered remarks.

Several thousand friends and
alumni annually contribute to Wilkes
University, some creating scholar­
ships which bear the names of the

donor or people they honor.
More than 75 percent of the full-

time undergraduate students at
Wilkes University receive some form
of financial aid. Wilkes has increased
its student aid commitment to more
than $3,000,000 due to cutbacks in
federal aid. Scholarships from friends
and alumni are vital in that increas­
ed commitment.

New scholarships have recently
been named for Elen Lucretia Cor-
naro, Cathy Lynn Glatzel '86 and
Francis A. and Maryann V. Kopen.

The Elena Lucretia Cornaro
Scholarship was established by Nor­
ma Sanguiliano Tyburski, the former
Dean of Women at Wilkes College, in
recognition of the first woman to
receive a doctorate. The degree of
Doctor of Philosophy was conferred
on Cornaro at the University of
Padua on June 25,1678. The scholar­
ship bearing her name is given to a

woman in her junior or senior year
who exemplifies tho qualities of
scholarship established by Cornaro.

The Glatzel Nursing Scholarship
was created by Donald and Janet
Glatzel in memory of their daughter
Cathy Lynn, a summa cum laude
nursing graduate who gave her life
while helping others. The award is
granted to a freshman nursing stu­
dent.

Established by their son and
daughter-in-law, Dr. Dan ’70 and
Kathy Kopen, the Kopen scholarship
honors Francis A. and Maryann V.
Kopen, life-long residents of the
Wyoming Valley, who have held firm
commitments of excellence in educa­
tion and respect for the environment.
The Scholarship is awarded to the
son or daughter of a Wyoming Valley
native who plans a career in teaching
or the sciences.

Dr. Kopen is a member of the
Wilkes University Board of Trustees.



Penn Millers Hosts Leadership Kickoff Series

Seventeen newcomers representing nine companies and organizations
to tho Wilkes-Barre area met Thursday evening for the kickoff of Lead­
ership Wilkes-Barre’s Executive Series. Hosted by Penn Millers In­
surance Company, executives and professionals and their spouses who
have recently moved to this area heard presentations on tho history of
Wyoming Valley by Dr. Christopher Breiseth, president of Wilkes Uni­
versity and on economic development by Gary Boom, vice president of
the Greater Wilkes-Barred Partnership. Dinner, catered by Celestino's
Restaurant, was served in the atrium of tho building. Music during din­
ner was performed by violinist Damien Kridlo, a senior at Wyoming
Seminary

Seated; Kathy E. Steinmentz, Romeo Natividad, Dr. Nita Natividad
(Geisinger Medical Center), Donna Lennon, Pr. J, Michael Lennon
(Wilkes University), Dawn Kirk and Joseph neiljHNesbitt Memorial
Hospital).

Standing: George Steinmetz (Ertley Motorworld), William Cofield
(Procter and Gamble Paper Products Company), Kristine A. Cofield,
Charles A. O’Neill (Pope and Talbot, Inc.), Frcdericak Deal (First East­
ern Bank), Lynne Deal, Paul J. Hanna, II (First Eastern Bonk), Robert
Bond Kirk (Leggett and Platt), Denise Cesare (HMO of Northeastern
PA) and Laurie W. Kelly.
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The script remains the same
A lone horseman rode into Wilkes-Barre at dusk. 12s horse’s

hooves clacked gently on the pavement of South Main Street; the
glint of the setting sun bounced off his spurs.

Coolly, he assessed the situation. His fingers dosed tightly
around the handle of his Colt .45.

Slowly, he turned the horse, gently extracted the revolver from
its holster, smacked the animal on the buttocks and rode like hell
back toward the hills.

OK-it's not that bad-yet
It's not that bad if you decline to exercise your right to walk the

area which extends roughly from South to Ross ana South Main to
South.River streets after sundown, as several Wilkes University
students have discovered in the last couple of weeks.

We have the beginnings (only the beginnings, we hope) of a ma­
jor problem in this town and, in fairness to the authorities, it’s
next to impossible to police it because, while the script remains
the same, the cast of characters changes with acute regularity.
• The same dement which haunts that stricken portion of
downtown/South Wilkes-Barre can be found in any number of
towns around eastern Pennsylvania. They’re here one month, then
in Scranton, Easton, or wherever the next stop on the itinerary
takes them. They come here, get on the dole, are set up in a place
to live and then, until the heat gets turned up, they go about their
business — drugs, prostitution and, in many If not most cases,
both.

What’s more difficult to accept is that in many cases these peo­
ple are wdcomed with open arms (some would say recruited) by
supposedly well-meaning social agencies. And, given that many of
these people are members of minority groups, any concerted effort
to contain their antics inevitably results in the historical cry of
“racism."

Now, we have come to a turn of events which sees Wilkes Uni­
versity students having to resort to self-preservation tactics which,
in a worst-case scenario, could culminate in a protracted hostility
between college students and “townies."

In any college town, students and permanent residents live
side-by-side in an uneasy peace which occasionally lends to ap,
proach open warfare, especially late on Saturday nights. Most
people who reside permanently near Wilkes or King’s probably
would agree with the proposition that students at both schools gen­
erally are mannerly and well-behaved, save for occasional out­
breaks of hlgh-spiritodness, as in after final exams. -

What we have here, however, is not the traditional empty beer
bottle,in Mrs. Neighborly’s front yard or a dispute over loud
music. Wo have the downtown element spilling over Into the area-
of the college campus, where students can be particularly vulner­
able on Saturday nights after they’ve ODcd on Diet Coke or Snap­
pie.

The problem for police is that, once one arm of the element is
cut off, a new one grows in its place. As long as rotating refugees
from God knows where can find a comfortable situation from
which to operate in Wilkes-Barre (or anywhere else), the script
will remain the same even as the cast of characters changes.

If Wilkes-Barre at night is a mite rough now, Imagine how it will
be if understandably frightened students at Wilkes - some 3,500
strong — and their natural allies at King's decide to indulge in
some vigilante activity. Don’t rule it out — it’s happened in other
college towns where students have dashed with hard-core,
downtown dements.

If college students aren't safe on the streets at night, it hardly
needs to be said that virtually no one is safe.

The fault is not with police, generally speaking.
The fault is with a system which without fear or favor opens the

doors of the community to an dement which has since its first ap­
pearance, perhaps five years ago, turned a four-Uwix-square-
block area of the dty into a virtual combat zone. The fault is built
in.

Witness the spate of murders here over the last several years —
how many have turned on drugs which somebody imported from
NewYorkCity?

As long as “somebody" is out there, nobody is safe.,. '
Mike McGlynn is the Citizens’ Voice political writer.
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Gov. Robert P. Casey discusses the region’s technological
potential Monday during the Northeastern Pennsylvania
Technology Conference at the University of Scranton. Look­

ing on are; from left: the Rev. J.A. Panuska, S.J., U oLS
president, and Dr. Christopher Brelseth, president of whites
University- (staff Photo by Johnson Bachman) -



PRE-LAW DAY — The Honorable Patrick J. Toole
Jr., president judge of the Luzerne County Court of
Common Pleas, delivered the keynote address to pro­
spective pre-law students at the Wilkes University Pre­
Law Day recently. Speakers from Pre-Law Day included,
from left: John J. Chwalek, assistant dean of admission;

Dr. J. Michael Lennon, vice president for academic af­
fairs; Toole; Dr. Christopher N. Breiseth, president of
Wilkes University; Dr. Thomas Baldino, chairman of the
Wilkes University Political Science Department; and
Randa Fahmy, Esq., Wilkes University graduate and
practicing attorney in the Washington, D.C. area.



WoOtes d©@ ©ream s©©5aD
Wilkes University president Christopher N. Breiseth and his wife, Jane,

recently hosted an ice cream social at Weckesser Hall to open the academic^
year and welcome faculty back to campus. Above at left, Dr. Breiseth, vice
president for academic affairs Dr. J. Michael Lennon and history professor Dr.

James Rodechko admire the festive neckwear sported by Dr. Douglas Lynch,
chairman of the education department.

Above at right, visiting assistant professor of English Alicia Lindgren visits
with Jane Breiseth.



Mail Bag _________ ■ j

President of Wilkes University calls headline ‘inflammatory’
Editor:
I strongly object to the headline in

The Times Leader of Thursday, Septem­
ber 17, 1992: “Attacks Panic Wilkes
Students." •

Mitch Morrison’s story was a respon­
sible piece of reporting on a difficult sit­
uation. He reported on the several secu­
rity systems that Wilkes University has
had In place for several years to protect
the students and staff on our campus
and In the surrounding neighborhood
of downtown Wilkes-Barre. These In­
clude the escort system to accompany
people from a point on campus to their 

car or home: Operation Alert, the warn-
Ing alarms issued to Wilkes students
and staff to alert others to danger, and
the counsel from the Dean of Students
to walk on campus after dark In group
ofthreeormore.

Nothing In the story suggested there
Is "panic" on the Wilkes campus. I re­
sent that characterization of our stu­
dents and staff who on this, as on other
challenging occasions, have shown
common sense, prudence, and poise.
We are a safe campus because we work
together and have a spirit of teamwork.

I urge the Times Leader to Inhibit the '
temptation to sensationalize problems .’
in our community through Inflamma­
tory headlines. Keep up the good re-
porting and, on the case at hand, Join
the city officials, the university, and
others in our neighborhood to appre­
hend the lawless young men In our ’
midst and return our community to its
usually safe condition. You are critl-
cally Important to the teamwork.

■ ■ Christopher N. Brelseth '
1 President

Wilkes University



11 8 / \ JWilkes students discuss assault incidents
By Ml KE McGLYNN
Citizens' Voice Staff Writer

Wilkes University students, uni­
versity officials and Sgt. Thomas
Merlie of the Wilkes-Barre Police
Department met in two sessions
Thursday on the university cam­
pus to discuss efforts to apprehend
the persons who assaulted Wilkes
students in three incidents during
the past two weeks.

University officials also dis­
cussed various means by which
students can best avoid being the
victims of such incidents.

In the second session, held at
6:30 p.m. in the main lecture hall
of the Stark Learning Center,
Dean Jane Lampe-Groh and
Gerald Cookus, director of securi­
ty at the university, advised stu­
dents to avoid such confrontations,
while Sgt. Merlie assured some
250 students gathered that police
are aware of their concerns and
are in the process of both tracking
down leads and seeking to prevent
any recurrence.

On Sept. 4, a student was
assaulted by three men before
midnight at the corner of Terrace
and West River streets and was
taken to a local hospital for
treatment; on Sept. 10, a student
in the company of two friends was
accosted by three to six men near
the Marts Center on South
Franklin Street. In the latter con­
frontation, one of the assailants
asked the student for cigarettes,
then punched the student in the
back of the head. Finally, a stu­
dent was assaulted by three per­
sons at 1:30 p.m. on Saturday,
Sept. 12, on South River Street
near the Wilkes Alumni House.

In all three incidents, all
assailants were reported by the
victims to have been black males
in their 20s, prompting one Wilkes
student to ask Thursday whether
it had been ascertained that all
the assailants were black and why
such information was included in
the police reports and in the uni­

Gerald Cookus
versity statements concerning
them.

"Could they have been white?”
Mike King, 24, of Philadelphia,
asked.

Dean Lampe-Groh replied, "I
used the descriptions that were
given to me by the victims.”

Additionally, she said her
statements in regard to the inci­
dents have been consistent with
newspaper and police reporting
policies and, in all three incidents,
the victims positively identified
their assailants as black.

Asked by King if she fears the
possibility that racial tensions will
result, Lampe-Groh said, “There
is no question that it’s going to
create tension. I cannot deny
that.”

King, a junior at Wilkes, said
following the meeting that he was
trying to prevent racial tensions
rather than foment them.

“That’s what we don'twant,” he
said, “but as long as we say that
(all the assailants were black),
that’s what it seems like.”

Mona Blake of Wilkes-Barre,
also a junior at Wilkes, said she
fears that the reports of the inci­
dents will unfairly stigmatize 

black students at Wilkes.
“My concern is that (black stu­

dents) don’t get wrongfully ac­
cused,” Blake said. She said she is
certain that the assailants are not
Wilkes students.

Both Lampe-Groh and Cookus
recommended that students be
judicious in the choice of defensive
weapons, such as mace or key
chains, because “the weapon you
use may be used against you,” as
Lam peGroh said.

“It boils down to common
sense,” Cookus told students.
“Use the escort service (provided
by campus security). Use the
group system — anywhere from
three to five — or more.”

The university has created what
it is terming “Operation Alert,”
the distribution of personal alarm
devices which produce a high-
pitch alarm in the event of per­
sonal attack.

“The bottom line is cooperation,
for Operation Alert to work. We
need your help,” Cookus said.
“You’ve got to understand — safe­
ty is in numbers.”

Sgt. Merlie told students the city
police department plans to be
“pro-active” in eliminating the
problem.

“Patrols have been increased in
the area of the incidents," he said,
noting that the police are working
closely with campus security.

To a student who claimed she
had reported an incident only to
be “harassed” when a responding
city detective realized she a was
college student — even though the
victim of the incident was a non­
student — Sgt. Merlie told the stu­
dents, “Don’t hesitate to call” in
the event they encounter such
treatment at the hands of police.

“We’re here to serve you. We’re
here to serve the city of Wilkes-
Barre,” he said.

The university also is seeking to
have lighting improved in certain
areas of the campus and has ar­
ranged for a karate school to offer
students self-defense courses free
of charge.



Students
deal with ,
their fear s

cS
■ Some black Wilkes
University students fear __
being mistakenly identified
as the assailants who’ve I
assaulted students
By MITCH MORRISON I

Tunes Loader Stall Writer

WILKES-BARRE — One female
student plans to take up self-de­
fense.

Another carries mace in her
purse.

They’re fearful of becoming the
next statistic In a recent spate of
assaults that seems to target
Wilkes University students.

On Thursday, university offi­
cials met with students In two
open sessions, offering safety tips
and updates on the police Investi­
gation concerning three recent
assaults near the campus. More
than 150 students, collectively.
attended the meetings.

University security chief Ger­
ald Cookus urged students to use
common sense when walking the
streets at nightfall: walk In
groups, avoid shortcuts, and use
the security escort service.

The message worked.
In Just hours, more than 35

students obtained "Operation
Alert," a high-pitched beeper
aimed at frightening off assail­
ants.

"This is a metropolitan area ...
crime docs exist In Wilkes-
Barre." Cookus said, also encour­
aging men to use the university
escort service.

Other speakers Included
Wilkes-Barre Police Sgt. Thomas
Mcrlle and university Dean of
Student Affairs Jane Lampe-
Groh.

Since Sept. 4, three male stu­
dents have been accosted in sepa­
rate Incidents within one-half
mile of the campus. In each Inci­
dent. the victims reported they
were assaulted by at least three
black male assailants In their late
teens or early 20s. The suspects
are not considered to be univer­
sity students, Merlle said.

Assembled at the Stark Learn­
ing Center Thursday, female stu­
dents outnumbered their male
counterparts by more than two-
to-one.

Both sessions. In part, echoed
one another — Rtiidrntc incicur.^

12A The Times Leader, Wilkes-Barre, PA, Friday, September 18, 1992

Forum------------------------------------
(Continued from Page 1A)

But the second session tackled
the Issue of race.

Several black students com­
plained that notices released by
the administration describing the
assaults contained racial over­
tones.

Lampe-Groh conceded the
Identification of race could trlgger
racial tensions, but said the uni­
versity’s notices followed report­
ing styles similar to newspapers
and police reports.

"There is no question this is
going to create tension. I can’t
deny that," she said. But, had the
assailants been white, the univer­
sity would have reported so. she
added.

Wilkes Junior Mike King feared
that because the notice lacked
physical descriptions of the as­
sailants, Innocent black males
could mistakenly be Identified as
the culprits.

“When I read the notices. I
thought It was us," said King, re­
ferring to himself and two friends
who arc black.

"As soon as you put the word
‘black’ In It, you made It a racial
issue," he said.

TIMES LEADER/DON CAREY

TAKING QUESTIONS — Wilkes University Dean of Student Affairs Jane
Lampe-Groh answers students’ questions regarding the three assaults near
the campus. Lampe-Groh addressed the concerns Thursday evening at
Stark Learning Center. The university sponsored two forums that collectively
attracted about 150 students.



MULTI-CULTURAL PROGRAMS

Higher education needs curriculum
as diverse as world, say school officials
■ Colleges in Wyoming Valley are
trying to be part of the solution in
lessening tension among the races by
increasing what they see as the
multi-cultural role of their mission
By CHARLES H. BOG1NO______________________
Times Leader Staff Writer

WILKES-BARRE — The story makes the rounds
among administrators at King's College. A local
alumnus of the Roman Catholic college heads to
Philadelphia only to quit his Job there In frustration
when he can’t deal with a situation at work.

His boss was a black woman.
"He said 'You never prepared me for that,'” said

Mildred Lawson, recounting the now often told tale.
Lawson, an assistant professor of English, heads

a committee at King's that Is attempting to broaden
the curriculum at the college to help students make

‘6What we are doing here is
not a fad. We want to do
something that is everlasting.

Mahmoud H. Fahmy
Special assistant to Wilkes University president

their way In the real world — a world that isn't sim­
ply white of European descent.

The course changes are part of a wider program
at King's to promote a better understanding among
different races and cultures. Similar changes are
underway across Market Street at private. Indepen­
dent Wilkes University.

■ See EDUCATION, Page 10A
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What educators are calling
"multi-cultural diversity" pro­
grams are not new. They’ve been
around on some college cam­
puses for several years and have
been the subject of divisive bat­
tles at some institutions.

Some of their detractors have
criticized the programs as
“political correctness" of the intel­
lectual left wing or as patronizing
toward the black. Asian and His­
panic cultures. Critics say the
views academics seek to incorpo­
rate into the curricula could harm
traditional disciplines that have
European roots.

But much of that criticism is
dismissed by people who have
supported such changes.

"There is a fear of change."
said John Wilson Jr., a fellow at 

the Joint Center for Political
Studies, a Washington think tank
that studies primarily racial is­
sues. "Also the fear of what a
multi-cultural curriculum will do.
That it will make it an anti-white
curriculum."

Local proponents of accommo­
dating diverse thinking dismiss
the critics as drawing conclusions
without all the information.

"Multi-culturallsm has been
misunderstood." said Mahmoud
H. Falimy. special assistant to
Wilkes University President
Christopher N. Brelseth. "You
don’t impose it on something arti­
ficially. You will find that that will
become a fad. What we are doing
here is not a fad. We want to do
something that is everlasting."

College professors and admin­
istrators in the Wyoming Valley
say they see the need to teach
about different cultures, even if
their campuses currently are not
particularly racially diverse.

Traditional minority students.
U.S. citizens who are black or of
Aslan or Hispanic descent, make
up Just 3 percent of the 3,500
Wilkes University students. At
King’s, 12 out of 420 entering
freshman last year were members
of minority groups. King’s has
about 1,700 students.

"It's not a very diverse commu­
nity. It reflects the community in
which we live," said the Rev.
James Lackenmier. King's College
president. "But the students are
going to be living In a diverse
world, and they should become
familiar with it."

And in an environment that
can be as intellectually arrogant
as a college campus, some people
are’ pleasantly surprised by the
cooperation.

"We need to re-thlnk the cur­
riculum," Lawson said. “A lot of
people on this faculty arc actually
rethinking their courses, and
that’s exciting ."

At King’s, 18 members of the
student body, faculty and staff
comprised an ad hoc committee
that drew up 38 recommenda­
tions for Lackenmier. Based on
input from other members of the
King’s community, the group sug­
gested such ideas as recruitment
of more African-American stu­
dents and adding books and peri­
odicals to the library that will aid
students in their study of minor­
ity cultures.

This Is an honest document."
Lackenmeler said, pointing to the
14-page report. “This document
says we have challenges ahead of
us. and we’re going to try to ad­
dress them."

Since the recommendations
were made In March, the board of
trustees added two black mem­
bers and Lackenmeler has hired a
staff member to administer pro­
grams for minority and foreign
students. Tire administrator.
Kraig Pannell, also will serve as a 

minority recruiter.
Two years ago. Wilkes

launched a program with an eye
toward minority recruitment. It
allows community college stu­
dents from Philadelphia, the
chance to make the transition to a
four-year school through a spe­
cial summer program.

Wilkes also has sponsored a
multi-cultural awareness week in
February. And it has sought to in­
crease the amount of participa­
tion of minority groups through
the use of guest lecturers and
special events.

Other area campuses arc tak­
ing a hard look at how they can
increase diversity on their cam­
puses as well.

For example, at the Penn State
Wilkes-Barre campus, a video
produced by a staff member
there, John Barnes, is being used
to help white students and staff
members examine their thoughts 

about racial issues. The video has
been adopted for use at all Penn
State campuses as well as the
University of Michigan. Wesleyan
College. Marquette University and
several others.

The administrators working on
diversity Issues at each campus
stress that these are not simply
Intellectual exercises. They insist
that curriculum changes to ac­
commodate diversity should not
be seen as the result of political
pressure from various special in­
terest groups, but rather as the
natural education process of an
institution in a democracy. "The
right thing to do" Is the way one of
them put it.

Said Wilkes’ Dean of the School
of Liberal Arts and Human Sci­
ences Robert J. Heaman:
"Especially in a democratic soci­
ety we have to be inclusive. The
more Inclusive we are. the more
voices we hear."
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Breiseth Earns BA Degree
From Williams College

Erika Breiseth, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Christopher Breiseth of
Wilkes-Barre, graduated from
Williams College with a degree of
bachelor of arts at the college’s
203rd Commencement exercises on
Sunday, June 7. John Hope
Franklin, distinguished historian of
the history of the South and of
Blacks in the United States, was the
Commencement speaker.

Founded in 1793, Williams was the
highest ranking national liberal arts
college in the most recent survey
conducted by U.S. News & World
Report.

In graduating from Williams,
Breiseth joins the oldest Society of
Alumni in the world.
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Challenge #3: Education & Work Force Preparedness
Continued from previous page

post-flood facilities and an array
of new programs.

Dr. Wallace F. Stettler was the
President of Wyoming Seminary
in the five years prior to the
flood. He sees the disaster as
having had a major positive
effect on his institution. “The
flood was a catalyst. It forced us
to get out and look for new ways
to recover.” Wyoming Seminary
had considered major
renovations to the buildings and
facilities on the campus. Stettler
observes, “Agnes accelerated our
timetable.”

A unique avenue enabled the
local colleges and this prep school
to recover — the federal
government. Until the flood, the
federal government had never
given direct aid to private
institutions like Wilkes, King's
and Wyoming Seminary. A local
native and alumnus of Seminary 

confronts our area with great
opportunities.” Business
Consultant Ed Schechter sees the
challenge as one of “poking our
heads above the rest of the world
in education so people can say
‘this is an educated work force’.”

How is the Wyoming Valley
equipped to provide quality
education? Five colleges —
Wilkes, King’s, College
Misericordia, the Wilkes-Barre
campus of Penn State University,
and Luzerne County Community
College serve well over 10,000
undergraduate students and
many more part-time evening
and weekend students. All of
these institutions have programs
for non-traditional students such
as adults who return for training
and have full-time jobs.

Breiseth notes, “Our public,
parochial, and independent
schools are generally strong, with
little of the disintegration we

XGreaterX
Wilkes-Barre

played a major role in facilitating
aid to the area and its
institutions. Frank Carlucci was
in the Office of Management and
Budget in Washington at the
time of the flood and worked
closely with President Richard
Nixon in the flood recovery.

In the twenty years since 1972,
the demands on education have
changed as dramatically as X-
the campuses and
facilities of the area’s
schools and
colleges. The nv
business sector _
has become more M
interested in the “product” of
the schools, and numerous
comparison studies have labeled
much of American education
inadequate. Dr. Christopher
Breiseth, President of Wilkes,
believes that “Education is a key.
The national call for reform of
our schools and colleges, and for
the reprofessionalization of
teaching to guide this reform,

Pnoio courtesy ot Luzerne County Community College
Luzerne County Community College's Advanced Technology Center •

have seen in the school systems
of larger cities and the rapidly
growing population centers of the
Sunbelt. I know of no region
better equipped than our own
consciously to prepare for this
emerging national and
international economy, while
holding on to virtues of social

cohesiveness remarkably rare
for America.”

Currently, ten public
school districts with

> a total enrollment
ffil of over 30,000

—« serve the Greater
—su Wilkes-Barre

Area and share the technical,
support, consulting, and
educational services of Luzerne
Intermediate Unit #18.
Furthermore, two modem
vocational/technical facilities are
available and provide training in
thirty-two specialized trades with
three parochial high schools and
twenty-two parochial elementary
schools also being in operation.

King’s College's William G. McGowan School of Business

According to Breiseth, “Perhaps
the biggest development in public
education is the consolidation of
smaller schools into larger ones.
There is still a sense of
nostalgia...but my opinion is that
this has been a healthy
development. There is a larger
view which comes with the
jointures. A move toward a kind
of cosmopolitanism was brought
out.”

In an attempt to increase the
preparedness of the future work
force of the area, a number of
new programs have
been implemented.
Partnerships like the
one between Penn
State and G.A.R.
Memorial High
School in Wilkes-
Barre bring together
the resources of the
university with the
“student-power” of
the secondary
schools. Businesses
like Nabisco show a
greater interest in
education and
provide time,
resources, and
support for the
schools. Other key
initiatives in this
direction are coming
from groups like: the
Council for
Workforce
Preparation; Careers
Partnership — a
Program of the
Greater Wilkes-
Barre Chamber of
Commerce; the
Council of
Presidents; and the
Educational
Leadership Council.

Despite progressive trends, the
area is not without major
challenges in education. Stettler
notes that education “...must face
up to the real world of
multiculturalism.” Although
some of the changes in society
are slower in reaching the
Wyoming Valley, the ethnic,
racial, and linguistic
composition of the population is
changing. ‘This aspect must be
faced if our graduates are to be
the leaders we expect them to
be,” Stettler adds.

Wyoming Seminary
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Challenge #3:
Education & Work Force Preparedness

A fledgling institution,
literally in harm’s way as
the rampaging

Susquehanna charged across
North River Street in Wilkes-
Barre, would come to exemplify
the recovery and development of
educational institutions in the
Wyoming Valley. Luzerne
County Community College
(LCCC) was five years old and
barely established in one
academic building when the flood
waters inundated the first floor
of the college in June of 1972.
Many wondered whether or not
the college would open its doors
again, but those questions have
been soundly put to rest in the
twenty years since Agnes.

The college today occupies a
twelve building, 122 acre campus
in Nanticoke and is literally
adding new programs each
academic year. A conference
center with telecommunications
capabilities and an impressive
85,000 square foot Advanced
Technology Center complete with
facilities for computer-assisted
design, laser/electro-optics
applications, and robotics enable

the college to prepare students
for a workplace which changes
constantly, providing the highly
specialized skills needed to enter
advanced technology fields.

According to Andrew J.
Sordoni, III, Chairman of the
Board of C-TEC Corporation,
“Our work force is loyal and
cohesive but must also be smart
and well trained... Fortunately,
we’ve been blessed with our
universities.”

i In addition to LCCC, two local
i colleges and the region’s only
i independent college preparatory
: school had nearly every campus

building touched by water. All
| three institutions have more

than recovered; they have
exploded with development.
King’s College boasts the new
McGowan School of Business,
Wilkes successfully underwent
the transition from college to
university while adding several
new facilities (including the
Marts Center), and Wyoming
Seminary College Preparatory
School approaches its 150th
anniversary with three major

Challenge #3 continues on next page



~ Fortunately, in the last half cen­
tury much of this has been wiped >
out. People have learned to live with I
each other without making judg­
ments based on religion, race, creed,
or the color of one's skin.

And that's as it should be. And
it’s worth making social, cultural,
educational and legal demands to
protect that practice.

Once again, as has been the case
so often in the past when we have
been looking for solutions to seem­
ingly unsolvable problems, it is nec­
essary for the people of this region
to gain collective protection against
diversity by seeking to strengthen
our unity against any threat to the
way of life we have known so long.

The rights of individuals — no
matter what race, creed, or color —
must be preached from the pulpits ...
taught in the classroom from kin­
dergarten through university... and
practiced in the home where many
careless or thoughtless comment is
picked up by young people and
misunderstood as a direction to a
way of life.

Is it not almost impossible to find
in this country another region such
as this one where there are so many
ethnic groups that have lived in
peace, neighborliness, and love for so
long?

And it must be preserved with
new and stronger — more visible —
methods if we can believe, or even
suspect, that we are seeing the signs

. of an intrusion by forces alien to our
kind of people who would have us
turn against each other because of
human differences.

« « *
The Rev. Jule Ayers has long been

' a highly visible public advocate of
- bringing diverse groups together
' and encouraging them to work

together for the common good of the
community and all of its parts. Rab­
bi James Michaels and the late Rab­
bi Abraham Barras, along with
Monsignor Andrew McGowan have

■ workedwith one of our most diligent
, Black residents, Audrey Spencer, of-
• ten accompanied by NAACP Presi-
‘ dent Bobby Crawford. They have of-
. ten worked side by side in a spirit of
; unity that exists without any
* thought of differences.

And our leaders in education —
1 such as Leo Solomon, Wilkes-Barre
■ City School superintendent; Wilkes

University President Christopher
Breiseth, King’s President James

' Tjckrnimier, and an many others,
• who have control of the importance
1 tha teaching and learning can mean
• to unity and a strong defense
' against hatred and bigotry, join the

group. There is no limit to what all
' of those named will do to keep our
. area free of destruction by those who

■ would seek to upset our way of life.
* We must continue to be the “Val­

ley with a Heart — and filled with
teUeranceforall."

Tom ■ —
MORAN
Area Must Not
Allow Bigotry
“L.A. Law” became more than

just a slowly dying television show
during the week when rioting and
cold-blooded murder followed the
acquittal of four white policemen in
the videotaped beating of a black
motorist.

I do not choose to attempt to
cover — or recover — that story
against the thousands of words writ­
ten pro and con and from evey angle
by those with far greater resources
and access to hard facts.

What did concern me, though, was
a story about a talk given at the
Community College of Luzerne
County by FBI Special Agent Lou
Vizi, a member of the bureau's vio­
lent crime squad in Philadelphia.
' The veteran FBI agent’s speaking
engagement was electrified with con­
firmation that hate groups are
emerging throughout the nation.
And the message invited the
reminder of signs that influences not
in keeping with our way of life in
Wyoming Valley are also attempting
to stir up trouble.

We aren't Los Angeles. Nor, are
we any of many cities or parts of the
old deep South, where rioting and
killings — or, at the very least, ter­
ror in the night — were for so many
years the things that brought horror
to the minds of innocent people who
became the targets of extremists.

* *' *
This region has probably been

guilty of doing a lot of things wrong
— especially allowing its growth and
its environmental structure to be a
playtoy and playland for politicians
and the goofy elements of govern­
ment. And we not only paid a stiff
price for it, but we are destined to
continue to pay until a new era
dawns.

But there is one thing that this
area has had only a small amount of
— bigotry. There was a time when
hatred among religious groups was
present in this region. Some might
even say that a small amount of it
continues to exist and they'd even
beri'htinstati • that there exists
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L.A. awakens from nightmare
Area native
holed up
in apartment
during chaos
□ A teacher with local
ties describes the chaos in
Los Angeles
By VALERIE F. GEIST___________
Tenes Leader Staff Writer

Abigail Brclsctli sat Inside her
Los Angeles apartment for two
days watching television reports
of shocking violence and dese­
crated areas Just blocks from her
home before venturing out In her
r.nr Saturday to help with the
cleanup

The smell of smoke coming
through the windows, and the
sound of the helicopters whirring
overhead was so loud and so con­
stant and the sirens, lots and lots
of sirens," said Brclsctli. tlie
daughter of Wilkes University
President Christopher Brclsctli.
The TV became a link to reality. I
had to have it on to find out how
dose the fires were getting. There
was looting going on everywhere
and people were being pulled out
of their cars and assaulted. It
seemed like a stupid tiling to be
out on the streets. I stayed in
those two days and this morning I
was going crazy being inside."

Brelseth, 23. and her [pom-
mate live in the easternmost part
of Koreatown. near the area hard­
est hit by tills week's violence Los
Angeles.

She's a teacher for the "Teach
For America" program that re­
cruits people to teach tn inner city
and rural areas where there arc
teacher shortages. Brclsctli pre­
sides over a third-grade class in
the Los Angeles Unified School

□ See LIVES, Page11A

cs where terror
ipt’cd Wednesday after the Rod- weapons.

Jane Brelseth. Abigail's moth­

dents.

they could have been firecrackers.

tag all these shocking things as
they arc happening near me and
in all these parts of South Central
that I know really well. There were
tilings happening on corners that

xnor making
Angeles that
were meUculously planned by ri-

Lives------------------------
(Continued Iron. Pose 1 Al There were a lot ol Korean_tnen

... Central Loo An- d'anlo staking out there stores

closed Friday.
The first night. Brelseth said

,he '”‘d,'dr“lc“ento°lwr X dty' If the Rodney King Jury ae-
Hose the Ores were to her siu omcera who

beat him.

Saturday.



Foundation for Independent Colleges meets at Wilkes
Wilkes University recently hosted one of eight

regional fall campaign kickoff events for the Foun­
dation for Independent Colleges Inc. of Pennsylvania
(FIC) of Mechanicsburg. Representatives of College
Misericordia, Marywood College, the University of
Scranton, Wilkes University and FIC were in attend­
ance.

FIC, which marked its 40th anniversary in June,
represents 51 independent colleges and universities
throughout the Commonwealth. It seeks to improve
corporate-collegiate relations and to raise funds for
its members. In 1991-92, FIC raised nearly one mil­
lion dollars. A goal of $1,275 million dollars has been
set for the fiscal year ending May 31,1993.

Wilkes University is among the largest institutions
affiliated with FIC.

Among those in attendance, front row, seated,
from left, are Dr. Christopher N. Breiseth, Wilkes
University president; Sister Mary Reap, IHM,
Marywood College president; Sister Nancy Surma,
OSF, assistant to the president of Marywood College,
and Sandra Beynon, executive assistant to the Vice
President for Ddevelopment, Wilkes University

Back row: Dr. Carol Jobe, president of College
Misericordia; Robert J. Sylvester, Vice President
for Development and Public Relations at the Univer­
sity of Scranton; John P. Lanunera, Director of De­
velopment, Marywood College; James Caplinger,
president of FIC; Ed Engel, Dean of Institutional
advancement, College Misericordia, and Gerald
Zaboski, assistant to the president, University of
Scranton.
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Scout council.
tabs Breiseth
for '92 award

Dr. Christopher N. Breiseth,
president of Wilkes University,
will be honored at the 1992 Friends
of Scouting din-
ner, according to /
Frank M. Henry,
dinner chair­
man

Breiseth has
been chosen as
the 1992 Distin­
guished Citizen
honoree. The
dinner, spon-
sored by the Northeastern Penn­
sylvania Council, Boy Scouts of
America, will be held March 3 at
the Genetti Hotel and Convention
Center in Wilkes-Barre.

The council annually recognizes
a community leader who best ex­
emplifies the qualities of a good
citizen to serve as a role model for
the council’s 10,500 Scouts and
leaders.

Dinner speaker will be Manager
Tommy Lasorda of the Los
Angeles Dodgers. Lasorda has
been a member of the Dodgers’
organization for more than 40
years, dating back to the days
when the Dodgers played in
Brooklyn. He led the Dodgers to
three World Series playoffs and
has been named manager of the
year by numerous sports organi­
zations.

Dr. Breiseth came to the Wyo­
ming Valley in 1984 after serving
as president of Deeps Springs Col­
lege, Deep Springs, Calif., and
administrative faculty and teach­
ing positions in Illinois, Washing­
ton, D.C., and Williamstown,
Mass.

Breiseth led Wilkes to university
status in 1989. He recently gave
leadership to the university’s most
successful building campaign
ever; more than $18 million has
been raised to date. The new
Marts Sports complex has been
the cornerstone of the new build­
ing campaign which has prepared
the university for service into the
20 th century.

Dr. Breiseth is a board member
of the Osterhout Free Library,
Leadership Wilkes-Barre, the
United Way of Wyoming Valley,
the Greater Wilkes-Barre Part­
nership, Committee for Economic
Growth, and Chairman of the
Pennsylvania Humanities Council.
He serves on the executive com­
mittee of the Economic Develop­
ment Council of Northeastern
Pennsylvania, and the commission
for Independent Colleges and
Universities.

Tickets can be purchased by
calling the Scout Service center at
655-5135 or from any member of
the committee. Steering Commit­
tee members are Dr. Wallace
Stettler, first vice chairman;
Richard Pearsall, past chairman;
and Vice Chairmen Bernard C.
Banks, Jr., Ian Richardson, Dr.
Richard Somma, Harold Rose,
and Glenn Y. Forney.
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SOCIAL CRISIS SERIES — The Social Crisis Lec­
ture Series, sponsored by the Wilkes University Division
of Graduate Affairs and Continuing Education will
resume with the 10th lecture topic, “Rethinking the
Past: Revisioning the Future,” Feb. 13 through April 9
from 7:15 p.m. to 9 p.m. in Room 214 of the Arnaud C.
Marts Sports and Conference Center. The course
focuses on the Importance of hope, faith and positive
involvement while facing the changes of the times.
Stimulating and educated debates are the hallmark.of
the series. Classroom presentation will allow for interac­
tive dialogue between instructors and participants. The
teaching team for Social Crisis X include: Dr. Jule Ayers,
Monsignor T. Banlck, Dr. Christopher N. Brelseth, Pro­

fessor Tom Bigler, Father James Doyle, Dr. Mahmoud H.
Fahmy, Dr. Constance Kozel, Dr. Mildred Lawson, Dr.
John Markarian, Dr. G. Mitra, Rabbi J. Michaels, Dr.
Philip A. Muntzel and Father Thomas O'Hara. For regis­
tration information, contact Wilkes University. Members
of the Wilkes Social Crisis X teaching team are seated,
from left: Dr. Mahmoud H. Fahmy, dean of graduate af­
fairs and continuing education, Wilkes University; Dr.
Christopher N. Brelseth, president of Wilkes University;
Dr. Jule Ayers, Sister Constance Kozel. Standing: Dr.
John Markarian, Professor Tom Bigler, communications,
Wilkes University; Rabbi J. Michaels, Father James
Doyle.



tanci! cotes Breiseth
By ALCHOMAN
Citizens' Voice Correspondent

Celebrating the 82nd anniver­
sary of Scouting, the Northeastern
Pennsylvania Council held their
annual Friends of Scouting Dinner
Tuesday evening at the Genetti
Hotel and Convention Center in
Wilkes-Barre.

The program was highlighted by
the presentation of the Distin­
guished Citizen Award to Dr.
Christopher N. Breiseth and the
keynote address by National Foot­
ball League Hall of Famer, Terry
Bradshaw.

Dr. Breiseth, president of Wilkes
University, was presented with the
distinguished honor by Frank N.
Henry who chaired the evening’s
program.

In accepting the award Breiseth
noted scouting’s outstanding con­
tribution to the community and its
important role with today’s youth.

“Scouting represents experience
that fosters ethics, bravery and
courage," Breiseth stated.
“Scouting promotes preparation
for responsible adulthood,” said
the Wilkes president.

Breiseth further stated that

“Our hopes rest on teachers,
parents and organizations like
Scouting to prepare our young
people for the world ahead.”

Breiseth closed by saying he
was deeply honored for the honor
bestowed upon him by the council.

Terry Bradshaw, regarded by
many as one of professional foot­
ball’s finest quarterbacks of all
time, spoke to the audience about
“having fun, enjoying life and
being responsible.”

Bradshaw was introduced by
Monsignor Andrew J. McGowan,
who served as master of ceremo­

nies for the evening's program.
Bradshaw’s talk was very grass

roots at its essence. Bradshaw
pulled no punches and spoke to the
audience in a way which reached
young and old alike.

Attired in a double breasted suit
with a vibrant tie and suspenders,
Bradshaw told the audience to
“Be what you are.. .endure. And
signs, always look for the signs in
life to help guide you. They’re
very important,” Bradshaw said.

Shortly into his speech Brad­
shaw shed his suitcoat to reveal a
powder blue dress shirt drenched
in sweat. He was really into high
gear now. His body language, his
gestures all helped with his deliv­
ery. His down home southern
drawl helped drive every point 

home most convincibly. And the
crowd loved it.

“Know what you do well and
master it,” Bradshaw asserted. *
“And acknowledge what you don’t
do well and work on it!,” he
stated. ?



Media giant
Tom Bigler
is honored
■ TV pioneer, Wilkes
professor is the
embodiment of
'humanity, ’ says one
tribute at a dinner for the
journalist and teacher
By CHARLES H. BOGIHO________
Tunes Leader Staff Writer

WILKES-BARRE — Tom Bigler
wasn't sure he was up to the task.

When he was asked to Join the
Wilkes University faculty In 1986.
Bigler balked. His lack of a degree
could be a hindrance to his ability
to teach, he told Christopher Brc-
Iscth. Wilkes' president.

It wasn't.
But now. Bigler, a professor of

communications at Wilkes and a
television Journalism pioneer In
the Wyoming Valley, can back up
his ability with a sheepskin.

At a dinner given in his honor
Tuesday night at Genetti's. Bigler
was given a transcript of his work
and was told he's going to receive
his bachelor's degree at a faculty
honors program at the end of the
month.

“We didn't have all the faculty
vote because we were afraid that
then we wouldn't have been able
to keep it a secret." said Breiseth
In presenting Bigler with a framed
official transcript of his course
work and credits that were given
for his work experience.

“But I can assure you that a
good percentage of your faculty
colleagues were in on it."

Breiseth said the "good
percentage" was about 100 mem­
bers of the Wilkes faculty who
spent a couple months poring
over Bigler's 45-year-old Ithaca
College transcript and the jour­
nalist's resume.

That resume is long.
In the beginning. Bigler's rise

was rapid.
Within several months, he

went from waffling drama major.
unsure if he wanted to return to
his studies at Ithaca College, to
news director at a radio station In
western Pennsylvania.

"I Just wasn't sure what I
wanted to do." Bigler said after
the dinner. walking across South
Washington Street with a stack of
testimonials stuffed between his
left arm and side.

He never meant to abandon his
studies completely, but World
War II broke out. Bigler Joined up.
He never finished his degree.

But as Wyoming Seminary
President Emeritus Wallace F.
Stettler put it. Bigler's lack of a 

degree never hindered his abili­
ties as a rhetorician and scholar.

“He’s an example that you
don't have to have a long list of
degrees to convey a powerful mes­
sage." Stettler told the gathering
of more than 400 people who
turned out to honor Bigler.

In addition to his current
teaching Job. Bigler spent 13
years as news director at WNEP-
TVs forerunner. WILK-TV. and
held the same Job for another 20
years at WBRE-TV. He honed the
television news editorial format
and practiced it with commit­
ment. Even now. Bigler's opinions
arc still being aired — in twice
weekly columns in The Times
Leader.

But more than his record as a
professional Journalist, it Is Big­

ler’s compassion and commit­
ment to people that brought out
colleagues, former students and
business and civic leaders who
waited In a long line after the din­
ner to shake his hand.

"His Is concern about what Is
fair and Just for the common
good." Stettler said.

Breiseth read statements from
Bigler’s colleagues and teachers
attesting to his skill as an educa­
tor and his compassion as a man.

"I think If you were to look up
the word ’humanity.’ you would
probably see a picture of Mr. Big­
ler there." read one.

Of his colleague, one professor
wrote that Bigler’s teaching style
Is somewhere between gentle agi­
tation and Socratic harassment.

He practically interrogates his

students on their thoughts in or­
der to stimulate a lively discus­
sion. several others said.

One of the comments read that
Bigler, despite his only now get­
ting a degree, is "one of the best
scholars on the faculty."

Bigler, described throughout
the night as self-deprecating, was
true to the description. He spent
much of his speech thanking
those present.

“If I had an ounce of integrity.
I’d accept tills evening as a fare­
well and evaporate." he said. “But
there’s too much work to be
done."

Bigler then added that he had
accepted another year’s contract
at Wilkes and was planning for
the 1995-1996 academic year.

TIMES LEADER/LEWIS GEYER
Tom Bigler was
recognized by a crowd
of more than 400
people that turned out
Tuesday night at
Genetti’s in
Wilkes-Barreto honor
him for achievements
during his 40 years of
work as a journalist
and educator in the
Wyoming Valley



Wyoming Valley West senior selected Youth Leader
□ Students lioni 16 area high
schools participated in
the 1993 Youth Solute.

ByAMYNEY
Gftl'nt' Vo«e Wf WnM

A young man from Larksville
* ill be heading to St. Louis, Mo.,
tn a couple weeks to represent the
greater Wyoming Valley as tliis
year's lop youth leader.

John Gavcnonis, a senior at
Wyoming Valley West High
School, was chosen "Youth Leader
of the Year" yesterday at Seton
Catholic HighSchool, Pittston,
during Lhc 1 Olh Annual Wyoming
Valley Youth Salute program.

"I'm very surprised and ex­
cited," said the son of Mr. and
Mrs. John S. Gavcnonis, who is
Wyoming Valley West's second top
leader in a row. Last year, Joseph
Korblatt, a WVW student, was
named Youth Leader.

Even the first runner-up is a
WVW student, Daniel Freedman of
Kingston. Melissa Lazarski, John
S. Fine, is second runner-up, Lynn
Patricia Makalusky, Bishop
O'Reilly, third runner-up; Richard
M. Rusnok Jr., Pittston Area,
fourth runner-up and Alison
Devers, Wyoming Area, fifth run­
ner-up.

Chosen first in a field of more
than 100 Youth Salute nominees,
Jolin is already setting his sights
on higher education - looking at
several prestigious universities,
including the Massachusetts In­

Dr. Christopher Breiseth John Gavcnonis

stitutc of Tcdinology, where be
plans to study science or engineer­
ing.

At WVW, he is associate editor
of the school newspaper, a mem­
ber of the National Honor Society,
marching and stage bands, or­
chestra and yearbook staff. Sev­
enth in a class of 295, John is a
member of Church of Christ
Uniting and is active in various
church activities.

In the immediate future, John
will attend the National Youth
Conference in St. Louis, Oct. 17 to
19 where he will exchange and
compete with other youth leaders
for the national title. Jolin Rygiel,
Youth Salute coordinator, said
each of the last nine Wyoming
Valley Youth Leaders has placed
in the national top ten.

Many of the ideals fostered dur­
ing the national event are akin to
those addressed by yesterday's
keynote speaker, Wilkes Universi­
ty President Dr. Christopher
Breiseth.

Speaking to friends and family,
but primarily to tlic nominees
themselves, Breiseth talked of the
global village today's youth must
cultivate and bow that priority has
evolved since be was a high school
senior.

As student body president of his
high school nearly 40 years ago, a
young Breiseth addressed the stu­
dent body of Hamilton High School
with two concerns - ther-
mo nuclear war and the Brown vs.
Supreme Court decision which de­
clared segregated schools un­
constitutional

"You have been freed from the
worry of an Armageddon-like situ
ation between the Soviet Union
and the western world so iliat you
may get down to the nitty gritty of
working with people," said
Breiseth citing homelessness and
the destruction of the environment
as two societal problems youth
leaders will be asked to solve.

The Wilkes president thanked
and challenged each parent to con­
tinue to guide their children

"I encourage you to encourage
your young people. What we en­
courage them to be, what we cn
courage them to see, is the legacy
we leave them "

Breiseth told the audience of lus
two daughters currently teaching
abroad, one in Japan and the other
in Hungary. He relayed their
lessons of the importance of
multiculturalism.

"In a genuinely multi-
culturallstic society, each person
Is viewed for herself or himself
and the genuineness of character."

"We have a sense of how messy
Die world Is, and frankly its
always been that messy . . but
you have an opportunity to work
with it. We know from our past
experience that you will lead us,"
said Breiseth.

Breiseth was introduced by Citi­
zens' Voice General Manager
Robert Manganiello who also ad­
dressed nominees.

"Everyday in the newspaper, we
have to print a lot of negative 

news we have to do that, it's
our job to inform the reader
Youth Salute gives us the opportu
nity to print some positive, uplift
ing news about the future of our
community through the youth
leaders here today." said Mangan
iello.

The Citizens' Voice was recog­
nized for its 10-ycar contribution
as a sponsor of the Youth Salute

You have been freed
from the worry of an
Armageddon-like
situation between the
Soviet Union and the
western world so you
may get down to the
nitty-gritty of
working with people. ||

program and Manganicllo ac­
cepted a plague from Rygiel in
honor of the paper's commitment
to the project

Additional addresses were pre
sented by Rygiel, Seton Catholic
Principal James Redington and
James Yozviak, Rygiel Studios
photographer and yesterday's
master of ceremonies.

Youth Nominee Christy Dreabit
of Wyoming Area High School de
livered yesterday's invocation



Youth Salute *93

Youth Leader will be announced
The 10th annual Youth Salute

Awards Day will be held at Seton
Catholic High School, Pittston, on
Sunday, Sept. 19, and the Youth
Leader of the Year will be an­
nounced.

Main speaker will be Dr. Chris­
topher N. Breiseth, president of
Wilkes University.

Youth Salute Coordinator John
Rygiel said the program begins at
2 p.m. Master of Ceremonies will
be Jay Yozviak, photographer at
the Rygiel Studio. Invocation will
be given by Christy Dreabit and
the piano accompanist is Stephenie
Denisco. James Redington, prin­
cipal of Seton Catholic, will wel­

come everyone. Remarks will be
given by Paul Golias, managing
editor of the Citizens’ Voice.
Robert Manganiello, general man­
ager of the Citizens' Voice, will
present the awards.

Mari jo Varaly is refreshment
committee chairperson. Home­
made items will be served in the
adjoining cafeteria following the
program. The entire Youth Salute
exhibit will be on display at the
school.

Rygiel said 1,393 high school
students from 18 schools will have
been recognized and honored in
Youth Salute. Each year, the local

Youth Leader of the Year is sent
to St. Louis to compete for the Na­
tional Title. Every year a local
student has been in the top 10 in
the nation. For three years, there
have been a first runner-up and a
second runner-up. In 1985 Kimber­
ly McClymont from Tunkhannock
was the National Youth Leader of
the Year.

Dr. Breiseth was bom in Min­
neapolis, Minn. He earned degrees
in history from the University of
California: Modem British History
from Oxford University and his
doctorate in Modem Intellectual
History from Cornell University.

He has had numerous adminis­

trative experiences in
Massachusetts, Washington, D.C.
and Illinois. He was president and
dean at Deep Springs College in
California before coming to
Wilkes-Barre in 1984. His awards
include a Senior Dissertation
Fellowship from Cornell Universi­
ty; Danforth Postdoctoral
Fellowship from University of
Chicago; Who’s Who in America
and an Honorary Doctor of Public
Service from Luzerne County
Community College. He has
authored over 15 writings and pub­
lications.

Dr. Breiseth is married to Jane
Morhouse and they have three
children: Abigail 25, Erika, 23 and
Lydia 13.

Dr. Breiseth

Y19 — C
itizens'Voice, W

ilkes-B
arre, Pa._______Sunday Septem

ber 19, I
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Berwick 27
Scranton Prep 12
West Scranton 20
Wyoming Valley West 7

Coughlin 35
Nanticoke 3
Dunmore 21
GAR 6

The

Public gives pre-paid college an ‘A’
I A new program will enable parents
'o finance tomorrow’s educations al
oday’s prices

3y ANNE KAROLYI

WILKES-BARRE-Ten-year-old Aaron Helwig of
Vtlkes-Barre wants io be a football player, or
naybe a policeman.

The fourth-grader also really likes the University
■f Pittsburgh, where his aunls go to school. Thai s
ine with his mother, although she cringes at one.
iverwhelming thought. TUiUon

"By Ute time he goes to college, it will cost over
>20.000. S30.000." a worried Susan Bocrgcr said.
'.Just don't have that kind of money .*

Such financial fears prompted Bocrgcr. like
housands of other people statewide, to try a new
-nrre of help for rolh-i’c f:indi::r Th<- t.i.m- in-,.
net s oilier.
On Sept. 9. state Treasurer Catherine Baker

Knoll announced the birtli of the Pennsylvania 1\i
ilion Account Program The plan allows people to
pay for college credits and even full tuition years
before the student steps onto campus

Now. parents still buying diapers can pay for
their child's college education at any community
state or state-related college in Pennsylvania or the
nation

The most important thing is families and chil­
dren and education.* Knoll said Friday. Tins rec
ognlzcs that.’

Knoll also was the program's first customer. She
set up accounts for her two grandsons, she said
Plenty more customers followed.

Operators have been manning program tele
phones in Harrisburg from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. week
days since Knoll s announcement, and about -100
calls an hour poured in each day. said Michael
Arpc-y. general counsel for the treasurer's office

tbar. ,'l non r.< them have been from I u
z/ iiie county — people like Jody and Linda
Stcphanik of Hanover Township, who want to send 

their daughters Tracy. 12. and Kerne 10. !•

Their mother knows from experience ii<>.%
Sive college can be when budceis -ire •n:b'
generation college student, she worked :
through a two year nursing degree .u ! t.-•. .-
County Community College Iler parent-, rr-ni ‘
afford to help, said Stcphanik. who or., e w.i; -.<■
be a teacher

'I hope it Is easier for them’ Suphamk
Tins could make it easier. It's great, as la: a-
cost goes.’

The program is a safer than regular investing t>e
cause cojlegc credits are guaranteed. Knoll said
For example, if a parent pays S2.-1G2 40 toward ..
semester at Penn State University s Wilkes-Barre • ■
Hazleton campuses, that .semester i> ;•
matter how much the college may • fiaigc
mester 10 or 20 years from now

All Pennsylvania mmmunit'. • "■

■ See TUITION. Page 6A

' SltAOCiff reoaoai
Sue Docrgcr called about the Tuition Accoti
Program, which may save her money when st
sends her son, Aaron Helwig, to college

Tuition

Tm thinking about opening
two accounts, one for him and
one for me." Boerger said. "When
he's ready to go, Hl go with him."

TIMES LEADEfWETE O. WILCOX
State Treasurer Catherine
Baker Knoll explains the state’s
new tuition account program.
Knoll visited The Times Leader
on Friday.

Tuition plan Q & A
Tomorrow's education al to

day's prices? It's not a parent s
dream — it's the new state-run
Pennsylvania Tuition Account
Program. Now. people can pay
for college tuition years in ad
vancc, al current costs.

Q: Who can buy?
A: Anyone — parents, grand­

parents, friends — can open an
account for a child or an adult. Ei­
ther the sponsor or the future stu­
dent must live in Pennsylvania.

Q: What schools are in­
volved? •

A: All community, stale and
etaltxclalcd colleges. Students
who choose tq'altcnd a private or
trade school, or go to. college out
of stalo;.can.still get their in­
vested money, although it may
not cover those tuition costs.

Q: What is the minimum pur­
chase?

A: For $5. you can buy a unit,
or about 1/20th of a college cred­
it The state, suggests buying 24
credits per year of college or 96
tuition credits for four years.

■ ’ Credit prices depend on the
college you choose, or you can
buy credits at a state-estimated

.average. Money must remain in
the program for* it ‘least four
years.’ -An /mfe^ients-are tax­
free and us^ Cfity-In'ttw pro­
gram. . '-fi V’- •

Q:Hov/dola{$y? /’»”■ •-
A: Call 1-800^4404000 be­

tween 8 aJh-'Ithd 'S p.m. week­
days or write- to jUjo Pennsylypnia

Tuition Ag^wts;^pgram,> pp.
Box 3638; '(Hafrisbucg. ' Pa.,
17105-3636.

(Continued from Page I A)

universities arc involved In the
program. So arc the state-related
universities — Temple. Lincoln
and die University of Pittsburgh.
Purchasers can pick a school, or
pay a state-estimated average.
Tills year, for in state students.
that's $228.31 for stale-related
schools. S125.G0 per credit for
slate universities and $61.49 for
community colleges.

The program is open year-
round for investments, and the
state set no required amounts for
payments. All the money goes Into
a separate fund In the state Trea­
sury Investment Center, managed
by state-employed professional
Investors. People can open an ac­
count for a little as $5. wlilch
buys about l/20th of a college
credit.

"It's not buying you a whole
bunch of stuff, but it's getting you
into the program." said Edward
Ackerman, director of Luzerne
County Community College's
Journalism program. Ackerman
served on an advisory board
which helped develop the pro­
gram, as did the Rev. James
Lackenmler, president of King's
College.

This is the kind of thing.
when you get involved, it gets eas­
ier. The program Is there, they
manage the money." Ackerman ’ ___ _ j------. — tr. -
said. "You can't be tempted to ' centlve • to get a degree. And a
take money out. If you buy cred-

-its, they’re there."
Private schools are getting into

the pre'pald concept as __W£U-
Wllkes'UntversIty Is estimating
hbwmucK people slwuHSnvesUn
the state program if they.somcday
want to attend tlie .university.
Kfld'2^£sIsIcnL.-ChilstQpher_Bre-

iseth.
Eventually, such efforts could

help-level tuition, if 'a_ college
knows a'steady supply 6T stu-
dents are available, he said.
—ITs cxcinngr—preiseth said.
"It fheans people ye planning
ahead for education?’

In a state wtiSe one tn five stu­
dents drop out of high school.
Knoll said she hopes the pre-paid
credits, whether for a semester or
four years. will give students in­

state with more college graduates
Is more attractive to business and
industry, which could, someday.
bring more Jobs, she said.

Boerger attended three years of
college and dropped out to raise
her son. When she receives her
program application, it might not
bejust for him. she said.



PA Tuition Program works
at all colleges, universities
Editor:

I read with great interest the article in Friday’s paper
concerning the new Tuition Account Program (TAP)
that has been made available to the people of Pennsyl­
vania. TAP is a long-term savings plan for higher
education which I applaud as a major step forward for
higher education in Pennsylvania.

While the article examined TAP at length, I feel I
must clarify one point which has been a source of con­
fusion since the program was announced. Any funds
placed in TAP are portable and can be applied to tuition
at any accredited college or university in the nation, not
just the state-sponsored or state-related colleges.

TAP officials have told the Commission of Independ­
ent Colleges and Universities, one of the most frequent­
ly asked questions thus far has been, "Can my child use
TAP funds to go to other colleges?” The answer is yes.
Participants in TAP can save for a college education at
the institution of their choice. While TAP is a wonderful
program in Pennsylvania, it must be understood that it
applies to all colleges and universities to fully appreci­
ate its value as a tool for the future financing of higher
education.

Thank you for allowing me to clarify this important
new program.

Christopher N. Breiseth, PhD.
President

Wilkes University
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{Dip Breiseth To Speak—
Youth Salute Set For Seton

The Tenth Annual Youth
Salute Awards Day will be held at
Seton Catholic High School,
Pittston on Sunday, Sept. 19.

The Youth Salute is honored
this year to have as its main
speaker, Dr. Christopher N.
Breiseth, president of Wilkes
University. 0 ’-----

Dr. Breiseth was born in
Minneapolis, Minnesota. He
earned degrees in history from
University of California; Modem
British History from Oxford
University and his doctorate in
Modern European Intellectual
History from Cornell University.

He has numerous administra­
tive experiences in Massa­
chusetts, Washington, D.C., and
Illinois. He was president and
dean of Deep Springs College in
California before coming to
Wilkes-Bane in 1984. His awards
are many and include a Senior
Dissertation Fellowship from
Cornell University; Danforth
Postdoctoral Fellowship from

University of Chicago; Who’s
Who in America and an Honorary
Doctor of Public Service from
LCCC. He has authored over 15
writings and publications.

Dr. Breiseth is married to lane
Morhouse and they have three
children: Abigail, Erika and
Lydia.

Youth Salute Coordinator lohn
Rygicl said the program will start
promptly at 2 p.m. There should
be adequate parking in two park­
ing lots also on William, Church
and Broad Streets. Master of cer­
emonies will be Jay Yozviak,
photographer at the Rygiel
Studio.

Invocation will be given by
Christy Dreabit and piano accom­
panist is Stcphenie Denisco.
James Rcdington, principal at
Seton Catholic, will welcome
everyone. Remarks will be given
by Paul Golias, managing editor
of the Citizens’ Voice, and Robert
Manganiello, general manager of'1
the Citizens’ Voice will present?

the awards. \
The refreshment committee'

with Marijo Varaly as chairperson
invite everyone to enjoy home­
made goodies in the adjoining
cafeteria following the program.
The entire Youth Salute exhibit
will be on display at the school.

Mr. Rygiel stated that this year
will mark the 10th year in which
1393 high school students from
18 schools will have been recog­
nized and honored in Youth
Salute. Each year the local Youth
Leader of the Year is sent to St.
Louis to compete for the national
title. Each year a local student has
been in the top ten in the nation;
and for threc.ycars, there has been
a first runner-up and one second
runner-up. z



Achievement

fl Dr. Breiseth will be '93 Youth Salute speaker
ci The ICth annual Youth Salute

**! Awards Daywdl be held at Seton
jj Catholic High School, Pittston, on
? Sunday, Sept. IS
jjj Main speaker will be Dr Chris­

topher N Breiseth. president of
: Wilkes University.

Dr Breiseth was born tn Mus­
s' neapolis. Minn He earned decrees

inrastory from the University d
cl California Modem British History
J from Oxford University and his
j I doctorate in Modem Intellectual
s History from Cornell University

He has had numerous adminis
*1 trative experiences in
>, Massachusetts, Washington. D C
S and Illinois He was president and
i dean at Deep Springs College m

California before coming to
Wilke-Bane m 15M. His awards 

ty, DarJorih Postdoctoral
Fellowship from University of
Chicago. Who's Who in America
and an Honorary Doctor of Public
Service from Luzerne County
Community College. He has
authored over IS writings and pub­
lications

children Abigails, Enka. 3 and
Lydia U

Youth Salute Coordinator John

Dr. Breiseth
Kuczinski, Christina Michael,
KathcnneSlabinski, Benjamin
Smith, Donald Stark, Jonas Vara
ly. Kristine Abrams. Rebecca
Austin, Meggin Kathleen
Borowski, Shannon Crake, Steven
David Glassoo, Sean Evans, Tiru
Ev^ns, Tina Louise Franks, Jason
Jackiewia, Heather Kolanich,
Sharon Lasiewicki, Michelle
Lukas, Marucn P. McCoarty,
Phillip Jason Myers, Cynthia
O'Malia, Paul Petroski Jr., Rich­

ard Pokrifka, Christin Smith,
Kathleen Walsh, Jennifer
Waskiewict, Derek Zalenski, Tara
Zimmerman.

Crestwood - Sean Shank
C Alt - Lane Ask ew, Jo Ann

Usloski.
Bishop O'Rally - Gina Mane

Sion, Laura Austin, Nicole Se>t-
chek, Timothy Straub, Jane
Smedley, Lynn Patricia
Makalicky, Carolyn Evans, Eliza­
beth Purdy, Rachel Pierzynski.
Kim TommaseUl, Karolyn Teufel.

Wyoming Area - Michelle
Borxo, Lisa Chepalorus, Edward
O'Mara, David Pikas, Michael
Champa, Jay Vasil, Sandra In-
salaco, William Thornton, Mary
Beth Butehko, Christopher Cef a lo,
Slephenie Denisco, Alison Devers,
Christy Drcabit, Jill Fascuna,
Christine Leoni, Zoe Stout, Sharon
Whipple.

Hanover Area - Kimberly
Pnestman. Sarah Lynn Griffiths,
Jaime Colleran, Amy Kosar, Amy
Lynn Durak o, Amy Corwin,
Rebecca Margaret Saba, Jennifer
Giza.

John S. Fine - William
Welhver, Kelly Kellmel, Heidi Ann
Owens, Stacie Anne Kitra,
Melissa Luanki, Stephanie
Budiircki, Nicole Sklaney, Jane

Jesse, Holly Salloga, Dena
Opalski, Angela Kobylarz, Came
Wdkes, Tiffany Mary Krzymelski.
Megan Cicek, Gary Bau, Manta
Mike, April Wnibef

Dallas Area - Kenneth Michael
Chapple, Lynn Ann Murphy,
Nicole Mane Stoltz, Abby Russ in,
Gregory Nadzan, Cynthia Ann
Maier, Jeff Knhely, Jessica Kerr.

Andrew Bishop, Katliy Jones
Delinsky, Jan then Fletcher

West Side Tech - Christina
Thorapeon, Ted Mcntigney, Lua
Broody.

Lake-Lehman - Wdham
Woronko, Michael Petruska, Julie
Demidovich, Arnie Grutkowski, J
C Link, Darnel V Lukesavage,
Natale Kanxruch. Jarrod

Baranowski, Kimberly Daniels.
Nicholas Staub. Karon Koraisisky ,
Heather Evanish.

Seton Catholic - Amenna
Holby, Sarah Frew, Amy Mane
Yablonski, Mary Wcinschenk,
Adam Jones, Nicole Zarzecki,
Marjo Augustine, Anthony John
DePhiUips, Michael Rcmar.ko
Jennifer Olmstead.

Bishop Hoban - Laura Ter
wdliger. Danielle Ring. Matthew
Lada. Janet Rachel Peganelb.
Matthew Skordmski, Hilary Iorio.
Veronica Cybulski, Kelly Christina
Maskas. Barbara Mrozoski. David
Berezich. laura Coltam. Malika
Mohscru. Angela Slonhak. Tara
Chadwick, Kelly Mane Watkins.
Linette Rayeski, Heather Fitz

made items wifi be served in the
adjoining cafeteria following the
program. The entire Youth Salute
exhibit will be on dspby a l the

Rygiel said the program will begin
at2pm Parking is available in
Inis also on William. Churcn and
Broad Streets Master of Ceremo
r.ies wdj be Jay Yozvuk, photo-
grapber at the Rygiel Studio la-
i oca lion will be given by Chnsty
Dreabit and the piano accompanist
is Stepheme Denisco James
Redir.gton, principal of Seton
Catholic, will welcome every one
Remarks will be gum by Paul
Gohas, managing editor of the Cit
izens' Voice Robert Mangamello,
general manager of the Citium*
Voice, will present the awards

Man jo Varaly is refreshment

have been a first runner-up and a
second runner-up. Ln 1985 Kimber­
ly McClymont from Tunkhannock
was the National Youth Leader of

Rygiel said 1.233 high school
students from II schools will have

Youth Leader of the Year is sent
to St Louis to compete for the Na­
tional Title Every year a local
student has been in the top 10 in 

the Year
IW3 Youth Salute nominees

listed by school
Coughlin - Dustin Clause.

Christopher Court. Angelica
Danaher. Beth G unlock. Landa
Joseph, Theresa Kinney, JoneUe
Kopcho, Knsten Kresge, Kim
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The major gifts phase of the Osterhout Society
Campaign started Friday with a luncheon at the
Arnaud C. Marts Center, Wilkes University.

Dr. Christopher N. Breiseth, Wilkes president, is
campaign chairman. He is also a member of the
Osterhout board of directors. Co-chairmen are
Stephen Sordoni and David Kowalek.

The goal for the 1994 campaign is $175,000. The
money from the campaign goes directly into the
library’s operating budget which totaled $1,230,470 

this year. The 1993 campaign, headed by Gus
Genetti Jr., raised $152,000. The major gifts phase
of the campaign should be complete by the end of
this year. The general fund drive is set to begin in
January.

Participating in this year’s campaign, from the
left, are Michael Glod, Osterhout development
director; Joan M. Costello, Osterhout librarian;
Dr. Breiseth, Neil M. Seidel, Osterhout board’s
first vice president, and Sordoni.

Library campaign
Christopher N. Breiseth, Wilkes University president, and
Joan M. Costello, Osterhout Free Library head librarian,
presided Friday over a luncheon at the Amaud C. Marts
Center at Wilkes University. The luncheon began the Major
Gifts Phase of the 1994 Osterhout Society Campaign. The
goal is to raise $175,000 for the library’s operating budget.
Breiseth is chairman of the Major Gifts Phase. His
co-chairmen are Stephen Sordoni and David Kowalek.

TIMES LEADERfflICHARD SABATUHA



JUDGE PRESENTS GIFT TO OSTERHOUT LIBRARY CAMPAIGN
— Judge Max Rosenn has presented Dr. Christopher N. Breiseth
with the first gift for the 1994 Osterhout Society Campaign. Dr..'-
Breiseth, president of Wilkes University, is serving as chairperson for.
the 1994 Campaign. From left are: Joan M. Costello, librarian; Judge .
Rosenn; Dr. Breiseth, and Michael Glod, development director of the -
Library.



— Dr. Breiseth to head 1993 Osterhout Society
Wesley B. Simmers, president of the Board of Directors of the

Osterhout Free Library, announces that Christopher N. Breiseth,
Ph.D., president of Wilkes University, will serve as chairman of
the 1993 Osterhout Society.

Dr. Breiseth is a board member of the Osterhout Free Library,
Leadership Wilkes-Barre, Greater Wilkes-Barre Partnership, and
the Economic Development Council of Northeastern Pennsylvania,
as well as being chair of the Earth Conservancy and Chair
Emeritus of the Pennsylvania Humanities Council.

Dr. Breiseth had announced his 1994 Osterhout Society Cabinent.
Members include Tom Bigler, Jack L. Burke, Mark W.
Chamberlain, Marlene euyie, Da'.id C. Kow..i Rabbi James R.
Michaels, Neil M. Seidel, Stephen Sardoni, Wesley B. Simmers,
Marjorie Trethaway.

Rabbi James R. Michaels is serving as first vice chair for the
1994 Society, and will serve as chair of the 1995 campaign. Jack L.
Burke is serving as second vice chair of the 1996 campaign.

The 1993 Societv chaired by August H Genetti Jr., has pledges
of $150,000. The goal for the 1994 Society campaign is $i < 5,00u.



IL

WILKES PRESIDENT HOSTS ICE CREAM SOCIAL — Wilkes
.University President Christopher N. Breiseth and his wife Jane
recently hosted an ice cream social at Weckesser Hall to open the
new academic year and welcome faculty back to campus. The entire
University community and their families were treated to an afternoon
of ice cream and good conversation. Shown, from left: Betsy
Condron, special assistant for community relations; Tom Bigler,
communications professor; Dr. J. Michael Lennon, vice president for
academic affiars; and Dr. Robert Herman, dean of school of liberal
arts and human sciences.

WILKES FACULTY AND STAFF CHILDREN ENJOY ICE CREAM
— Children of Wilkes University’s faculty and staff enjoyed the Ice
Cream Social too! David Catron, Elise Fields, and Jason Catron are
shown above with some frosty treats.



Today
“The Indians, the fights. I got to be veiy excited about it as a boy.”

Dr. Charles E. Myers, author of a book about local colonial history, In his yard In Larksvillo
TIMES LEADER/CARA MENICHELLI

Tales of Truth to Tell
By JOE BUTKIEW1CZ__________________________________
Timos Loader Staff Writer

A
s a child growing up in Kingston, Charles E.

Myers heard the stories of family history
from his father, Philip.

“The Indians, the fights. I got to be very
excited about it as a boy," said Myers, 80, a noted area
physician. He recently recalled that "about the time I
stopped believing In Santa Claus, I began doubting my
father's stories."

Years later, when those stories of childhood became
an avocation of retirement, Myers discovered they were
mostly true.

His research and story telling have resulted in
the book, “A Connecticut Yankee in Penn's Woods:
The Life and Times of Thomas Bennet." Published by
Wilkes University Press, the book uses the story of
Bennet — an 18th century Connecticut settler in
Wyoming Valley and relative of Myers — as a common
thread through tire development of this area and the
United States.

The book, which costs $14.95, is available at the
Tudor Book stores, the Book and Record Mart and the
Wyoming Historical and Geological Society.

Myers will be signing copies at the Tudor on
Wyoming Ave. In Kingston on Saturday, Oct. 30 from 3
p.m. to 4 p.m. Other signings will be scheduled as well.

At first blush, a history seems an unlikely project for
a physician retired from a distinguished career. But

□ See TALE, Page 9B

“Thomas Bennet and his wife
were fearful that their eldest son, Solomon,
had been killed or taken prisoner. As of early
morning, July 4, he had not returned. As
morning passed Into afternoon, a weary and
exhausted Solomon suddenly appeared at the
gate of the fort Having been on the right flank
of the little army with Captain Bldlack’s com­
pany, he had fled to the nearby river with sav­
ages in hot pursuit. At one point he was nearly
captured by a pursuing Indian. He had but a
single lead ball left In his pouch, and he
quickly loaded his gun. With deadly alm, he
felled his pursuer, made a dash for the river.
Here he encountered Mathias Hollenback,
who had lost, his cjothlng in the melee. He
loaned half of-his own to Mathias (which half
we will never know) and together they pro­
ceeded down river to Wilkes-Barre fort After
resting there overnight, Solomon crossed the
river again and walked back to Forty Fort”

An incident following the Battle of Wyoming
In 1778, as described In “A Connecticut Yankee

In Penn’s Woods; The Life and Times of
Thomas Bennet" by Charles E. Myers.

SECTION B
Thursday, October 14,1993



Tale-------------------
(Continued from Page IB)

Just as Myers found time during a
busy medical career to paint
landscapes and make furniture,
his “retirement" has been busy
with tennis, reading, a home
bounded by 20 fruit trees, rows of
berries and grapes, perennials,
shrubs and water gardens, and
becoming an author.

“I've enjoyed my career but I've
enjoyed this as well," said Myers.
“It's like a post-retirement exer­
cise."

A graduate of the University of
Pennsylvania, Myers served in the
Army during World War II, was for
a time Chief of Medical Services
and Chief of Staff at Wilkes-Barre
General Hospital, and founded
Associated Internists in Kingston,
where he kept a practice until
1984 when the possibility of a
stroke prompted him to retire.

He traces his interest in history
— aside from his father’s stories
— to 1976, the year of the bicen­
tennial celebration of the United
States. Myers said he devoted a
year of reading and note-taking to
the many new publications about
American history.

That gradually led to Increased
research that Included his own
genealogy. Myers is a fifth genera­
tion descendant of Bennet — one
of “the forty” that settled in Wyo­
ming Valley in 1768. His research
took him to libraries and histori­
cal societies, here, and in
Stroudsburg, Milford, Port Jervis,
Newburgh and Goshen.

“It’s not a genealogy. It’s not 

hero worship,” he said of his
book. “Story telling was a priori­
ty-

“I wanted to look back and see
how it was to live at that time,"
said Myers while seated in Larks
Nest, the name he and his wife
Virginia have given to their Larks­
ville home.

Nevertheless, his intimacy with
his family’s story contributes to
the story.

“They were remarkable in their
accuracy," Myers said of his fa­
ther's tales. “Here and there it
came out with a little stretch of
the imagination. Apparently there
was a channel of verbal history."

Myers said his father was close
to Myers’ great-grandmother,
Harriet Myers, who was the
granddaughter of Thomas Ben­
net. That closeness, spanning
generations, may have contrib­
uted to more accurate accounts.

In the process of collecting re­
search and writing, Myers re­
ceived the encouragement of
Christopher Brelseth, president
of Wilkes University, and the as- (
sistance of area author Linda
Stallone. She referred Myers to
artist Joan P. Schooley, who illus­
trated the cover of the book.

And through his research, My­
ers became engrossed in a related
subject, taking the time to write a
pamphlet, “The History of Shad
Fishing on the Susquehanna
River and Current Efforts to Re­
store the Species."

Myers said that in his research
he was surprised about the gen­
eral fitness and well-being of colo­
nial families. - -

“I’ve been very impressed
(that) in those days of those early,
large families, how they got deliv­
ered from their pregnancies.
There were so few miscarriages
and stillbirths."

There’s a story in these notes,
said Myers. “That’s (a book) I’m
going to try and do."



□ Wilkes president
named to Who’s Who

Dr. Christopher N. Breiseth, presi­
dent of Wilkes University, has been
inducted as a member of the Interna­
tional Who’s Who.

Dr. Breiseth's outstanding
achievements have lead him to be
recognized as one of America’s lead­
ing successful professionals. The
president of Wilkes University since
1984, Dr. Breiseth received his bac­
calaureate degree in history with
highest honors from the University of
California at • Los Angeles (1958)
where he was a member of Phi Beta
Kappa. He received the B. Litt in
Modern British History from Oxford
University (1962), and the Ph.D. in
Modern European Intellectual History
from Cornell University (1964).

A Woodrow Wilson Graduate Fel­
low at Cornell University from 1958-
60, Dr. Breiseth was also awarded
the Telluride Association/Lincoln Col­
lege Exchange Scholarship at Ox­
ford University from 1960-62.

Dr. Breiseth also served as Chief
of the Policy Guidance Branch on j
Community Action In the Office of ’
Economic Opportunity in Washington
D.C. In 1970, he was a post-doctoral
Danforth Fellow in Black Studies at
the University of Chicago. After com­
pleting his research in Black Studies,
Dr. Breiseth joined the history faculty
at Sangamon State University in
Springfield, Illinois.

Dr. Breiseth is chairman of the
Earth Conservancy, a community ini­
tiative to reclaim the Blue Coal lands.

As chairman, Dr. Breiseth leads
■ the effort to purchase the 15,000

acres of mine scarred land and turn
them Into a laboratory for research
and technology.
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WILKES HOLDS RECEPTION AND BOOK SIGNING FOR
AUTHOR — Wilkes University recently hosted a book-signing and
reception to honor Dr. Charles Myers, author of “A Connecticut
Yankee in Penn’s Woods: The life and times of Thomas Bennett.”
Published in the Wilkes University Press, the story documents the
Bennett family history around the struggle to settle the land of the
Wyoming Valley. Shown, from left: Dr. Charles Myers and Dr.
Christopher N. Breiseth, president of Wilkes University. Breiseth
presented Myers with the original artwork from the cover of his book.
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Schools & Colleges

President of Wilkes University named to "International Who's Who'
Dr. Christopher N. Breiseth,
president of Wilkes University,

versity, (1962) and the PhD in
Modem European Intellectual His-

College in California and served
for three years as its President

Studies, Dr. Breiseth joined the
history faculty at Sangamon State

tory from Cornell University
(1964).

A Woodrow Wilson Graduate
Fellow at Cornell University from
1958-60, Dr. Breiseth was also
awarded the Telluride Associa-
tion/Lincoln College Exchange
Scholarship at Oxford University
from 1960-62. He joined the faculty
at Williams College in 1963 and
served as the Liaison Officer for
Fulbright, Marshall, and Rhodes
Scholarships.

Dr. Breiseth also served as
Chief of the Policy Guidance
Branch on Community Action in
the Office of Economic Opportuni­
ty in Washington D.C. In 1970, he
was a postdoctoral Danforth
Fellow in Black Studies at the

achievement
one’s partict
sphere of influ
ence,” said Scott Dr. Breiseth
Adams, editor-in-chief of “Inter­
national Who’s Who.”

Dr. Breiseth’s outstanding
achievements have led him to be
recognized as one of America’s
leading successful professionals.

The President of Wilkes Univer­
sity since 1984, Dr. Breiseth re- _____ _______________________
ceived his baccalaureate degree in University of Chicago. After com-
history with highest honors from 'pleting his research in Black
the University of California at Los "........................
Angeles (1958) where he was a

was recently inducted as a mem­
ber of “Interna­
tional Who’s
Who.”
“Ibis inclusion

is indicative of
outstanding - pro-

and Dean before returning to
Sangamon State University where
he taught until his appointment as
President of Wilkes University.

As chairman of the Earth Con­
servancy, Dr. Breiseth is head of
a bold community initiative to
reclaim the Blue Coal lands. In
this capadaty, Dr. Breiseth leads
the effort to purchase the 15,000
acres of mine-scarred land and
turn them into a laboratory for
research and technology which
will place this region among the
leaders into the 21st century.

He has been a leader in many
dvic organizations which indude
the Osterhout Free Library;
Leadership Wilkes-Barre; United
Way of Wyoming Valley (chair­
man, Education Division-1990),
and the Greater Wilkes-Barre
Partnership.

member of Phi Beta Kappa. He University in Springfield, Illinois. Within the business community,
received the B.Litt in Modern In 1980, Dr. Breiseth accepted Dr. Breiseth has worked to foster
British History from Oxford Uni- the Presidency of Deep Springs ' development and economic growth

in Northeastern Pennsylvania. He
has also been instrumental in de­
veloping ways in which educa­
tional institutions in the Wyoming
Valley can work together to pool

resources for the benefit of all
students.

His leadership is credited with
the achievement that moved
Wilkes to University status in 1990.



BREISETH NAMED AS CHAIRMAN OF OSTERHOUT SOCIETY —
Christopher N. Breiseth, Ph.D., president of Wilkes University, will
serve as chairman of the 1994 Osterhorn Society. Dr. Breiseth is a
board member of the Osterhout Free Library, Leadership
Wilkes-Barre, Greater Wilkes-Barre Partnership, and the Economic
Development Council of Northeastern Pennsylvania, as well as being
chair of the Earth Conservancy and Chair Emeritus of the
Pennsylvania Humanities Council. Rabbi James R. Michaels will
serve as first vice-chair for the 1994 Society, and will serve as chair
of the 1995 campaign. Jack L. Burke will serve as second vice-chair
for the 1994 Society and will serve as chair of the 1996 campaign.
The 1993 Society chaired by August H. Genetti Jr., has pledges of
$150,000. The goal for the 1994 Society Campaign is $175,000.
From left are: Wesley B. Simmers and Christopher N. Breiseth. Ph.D.
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Breiseth will speak at commencement

Wilkes University President Dr. Christopher N. Breiseth will be
speaker at the university’s annual summer Commencement/Con-
vocation exercises on Thursday, Aug. 27 at 11:15 in the Arnaud C.
Marts Sports and Conference Center. The ceremony will honor the
university’s newest graduates and open the 1992-93 academic year.

The president of Wilkes since 1984, Dr.
Breiseth received his baccalaureate
degree in history with highest honors
from UCLA, 1958, where he was a mem­
ber of Phi Betta Kappa. He received the
B.Litt in Modern British History from
Oxford University, 1962, and the Ph.D. in
Modern European Intellectual History
from Cornell University, 1964.

Dr. Breiseth was recently named
chairman of the Earth Conservancy, a 
bold community initiative to reclaim the Blue Coal lands.

He has been a leader in many civic organizations which include
the Osterhout Library, Leadership Wilkes-Barre, United Way of
Wyoming Valley, and the Greater Wilkes-Barre Partnership.



President of university
to address Wilkes grads

Dr. Christopher N. Brelseth,
president of Willies University,
will be the principal speaker a,t
the unlverslty'sarmual summer
commencement? convocation
exercises to be held at 11:15 a.m.
Aug. 27.

The event wUl be held In the
Arnaud C. Marts Sports and
Conference Center and win honor
the university’s newest graduates
and serve as the official opening
of the 1992-93 academic year.'

President of Wilkes since 1984,
Brelseth received his
baccalaureate degree In hlstory
with highest honors from the
University of California at Los
Angeles In 1958 where he was a
member of Phi Beta Kappa.

He received the B.Lltt in
modem British history from
Oxford University In 1962 and the
Ph.D. In modem European
Intellectual history from Cornell
University In 1964.

I


