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DID YOU GOME FROM BUCKNELL UNIVERSITY TO TEACH AT THE JUNIOR COLLEGE

No', I téught first at Franklin and Marshall Academy; I taught one year there.

But I was from Wilkes-Barre, and a vacancy happend to occur at the Junior College here
at thattime.
WAS THIS THE FIRST YEAR THE COLLEGE OPENED?

No, the college opened in 1933, I replaced Dr. McCrossin., He was the first
teacher here in languages: he taught world literature and taught German and Latin. So.
then he went to the campus, to Bucknell, and I took his place. The first year I taught
Latin, German and English, At that time we were up there in that old building on
Northampton Street -- where King's College is now. We were on the third floor there.
WHO WERE SOME OF YOUR ASSOCIATES:

A person who might give you a lot of information -- because he has time -- is
Mr. Hall, He's in the hospital now. He has some very valuable information. He's the
only one around now. There was Mr. Hall in physics, and Dr, Tasker in biology and
Professor Schuyler in chemistry, Miss Brooks in French. And then there was Mr., Mille
in mathematics and Keller in economics and Dr, Crook in sociology. There were about
a dozen. And Mr, Faint, of course, the registrar. i)isenhauer was here the first year
I was here: I came in September of '35, and Dr, Farley came in the spring of '36, The
next year we moved to Conyngham. And we got Chase - we moved over into these two
buildings.

WAS THERE A REAL ACADEMIC ATMOSPHERE HERE AT THAT TIME?

Well, what I always liked about it here was the fact that you could experiment;
you could try out new things. It wasn't like being at a school where they would say:
well now we've done it this way twenty-five years, why should we change? That's been
the nice part about being at Wilkes; we've always been encouraged to try it, to see how

much we could do with it. That way we've been able to experiment, to try many new
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methods, new ideas. And we've had much freedom in that respect. And that's what

I always liked about it: it wasn't tradition-bound. The students we had, I would say,
had been a backlog of good young people who had not been able to afford to go to college.
It was during the Depression period, and there were many young people who had the
ability, but did not have the money to afford to go to schools out of town. So as a result
we had some very high caliber students here: I remember one class I had (there were =
about a dozen in it) and ten of them were on the honor roll. Some of them were of very
high quality, We had very fine young people at that time -- we do have now --- at the
very beginning, and we were very concerned about that, and also about standards, so
that these people would be accepted at other schools. We tried to maintain good
standards so that they would be acceptable when they did transfer.

HOW DID YOU MAINTAIN GOOD STANDARDS? WERE THEY HANDED DOWN FROM
THE PARENT UNIVERSITY ?

For several years there was a very close relationship between Bucknell Universit
and the Junior College; that is, we had faculty meetings -- the president would come up
here to our meetings. The chairman of the department at Bucknell supervised for a time
what was done up here. That is, he would check exams, ask how we were examining
and so on, But then as the college moved in the direction of independence, more and

we were
more we drifted away f rom Bucknell,/more on our own then and established our own
standards of what we thought should be or shouldn't be.
YOU WOULDN'T SAY, THEN, THAT BUCKNELL ACTUALLY FORMED THE SHAPE OF
WILKES COLLEGE?

No, I wouldn't say that: I think that any shaping or forming, of the ideas or
principles, was brought about here. That is, we were just a little too distant from
Bucknell to feel a part of it, and there was quite a faction on the Bucknell faculty that

looked upon the Junior College as a stepchild. They thought the money should be spent
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faculty - a very similar experience perhaps we went through here that you may notice

in the papers now about the community college: there's quite an element here feels as
though we do not need the community college - (you've read those articles in the paper)
and so on -- so there was quite a feeling down on the campus atBucknell that what money w:
used could be put to better use right there on the campus.

WAS THERE FRICTION AMONG NEW TEACHERS AT THE JUNIOR COLLEGE AND
UNIVERSITY FACULTY WHO CAME UP HERE TO TEACH? DID THE BUCKNELL
FACULTY WANT TO GO BACK TO THE UNIVERSITY CAMPUS?

I think the one who could answer that better for you would be Mr, Hall, because
he actually taught at both places and went back and forth. I never taught at Bucknell,
and I never had any connection like that with the college down there: I went down maybe
two or three times a year to meetings we had to go to down there. But the feeling always
was that we were too far away to feel a part of that campus -- especially to us who had
never taught down there. Of course it might have been a different story for these
people who came up here from Bucknell, (BUT DIDN'T THEY EXHIBIT THIS OPENLY?)
Oh, no.

DO YOU REMEMBER WHEN DR, FARLEY FIRST CAME TO THE CAMPUS?

Yes, Dr., Farley came in the early spring -- either March or April -- I think
that by May 1 he was here., We were all very impressed by him, because he came full
of new ideas and impressions., He came from Newark, I think. And he was very much
interested in seeing that the college moved forward, and of course we know how far his
interest has gone,.

WHAT ABOUT HIS PERSONALITY ?

That was liked immediately, and the fact that he was as young as he was -- he

was very popular with the students. There was a very nice rapport with the faculty

because of that, In fact, some time ago, when I happened to be up at the community
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college, I noticed the large number of young people they have there on their faculty; it's
predominantly a young faculty. And at that time it was the same here: it was a relatively
young faculty and they were very close to the students and there were very personal
relationships. The fact that you knew practically all the students -- for instance myself,
there was one time when, by teaching German and English, I taught all the English 101 --
that way I got to know all the freshmen, all the students, which something you just don't
do today. The classes were small -- in the teens, fifteen, twenty, maybe twenty-four

or twenty-five at the most. But you actually got to know every student, and you could
help.them much better that way, in a personal way. Today over a thousand students take
a foreigh language -- about half the students in the college take a foreign language now --
Wo you really don't get to know them as well as you did when the school was small and
you had that intimate relationship with them.

WHAT CAN YOU TELL ME ABOUT YOUR OWN FRIENDS AND ASSOCIATES ON THE
FACULTY?

Of course there was Keller, who was a very colorful person: he was a good-looking
man; he had a moustache and he directed the dramatics here. Everyone was always
entertaining views about him and what he was doing. Dr., Crook was very individual,
the fact that he was English and that he wore a very distinct type of clothing: that is,

I remember him wearing a cape and a peculiar cap; he looked like that detective --
Watson! Watson! - - Sherlock Holmes. Miss Brooks was a very petite, tiny little
woman -- very ladylike. I think she had a very fine influence on the girls in her depart-
ment when they were here, When I was up to the community college I happened to enter
through the basement - where the student lannge is at the moment, which is just not the
nmicest sort of lounge you'd want to see - and it reminded me very much of the first one
they had in the building on Northampton Street: they called it the Black Hole of Calcutta.
It was down in the basement, a very dark, gloomy, dismal unfurnished place -- quite

a difference from what they have now.
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HOW DID THE STUDENT REACT TO THIS LACK OF FACILITIES?

They took it in their stride. I would say they were interested in activities;
we had plays, we had dances. I think we have outgrown the all-college affairs now
because the school is so large. But as part of their social education it seems they
benefited more from the smaller groups and the more personal contacts they had at
that time than they do today. That is, those that need some social education, they hide
in the crowd today, whereas at that time they were cautioned and one was able to tell
them what they sould or shouldn't do. They took it in their stride; we had as I said
the various organizations like we have today, but they were smaller and they were on
a closer basis than those we have today. Many of them were rough diamonds - unso-
phisticated -. The first one from the family who had the opportunity to go to college.
But that, too, has always been a gratifying thing here at Wilkes: there's some satis-
faction in seeing a young person mature and develop and acquire these things, whereas
at many other schools they come already from backgrounds and one wonders at times =
whether the school has done anything with them. But at times when you see a freshman
come in here and know that he comes from a poor background where there's been very
little reading and so forth - by the time he is a senior and you see what has been done
with him - it can be a very satisfying thing to see these results.

I came here in 1935, two years after the school began, and there were already
organizations here then -- like language clubs and the economics club and the dramatics
group, and there was some debating -- that sort of thing had already been organized. I
would say that Keller and Miss Brooks had much to do with that. They were interested
in helping them get these things going. Keller was here maybe three or four years;
Miss Brooks married Miller - she married him about a year or two after he was here.
They've been married thirty years or so now; they're living down in Jersey; he's
retired from Bucknell now. Practically all of these people are retired now. Hall's

retired of course; Schuyler's retired; Tasker has retired; Faint has retired.
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We went through the two floods in that time too. I remember over there in the
other building people not realizing just what water can do. The whole basement --
where we had our assembly and the dances -- the whole basement was completely flooded.
The piano and everything was floating around in there at that time there were about a
dozen on the faculty. That was about 1936, The other flood we had, I remember we
were having a faculty meeting in Dr. Farley's office -- that would be the glass-enclosed
room over there in Chase -- and as we sat there having this meeting you could see the
water coming over the river common. And someone said to Dr. Farley: "If we don't
soon leave, we won't get home.'" So we had to go through that clean-up period after the
flood. The cafeteria at that time was down in Chase. It was the back .room of Chase;
there was a counter there and an ice box. And we would always sit at this counter to
have our snacks.

DID THE FLOOD COME INTO THE MAIN ROOM AT CONYNGHAM ?

Let me see: how high did it come? I don't remember. There was no dike at
all; the dike was built after the 1936 flood. We just had the river bank you see. I doubt
if it got to the first floor of Chase; it may have. Because Chase is up pretty high. So
is Kirby. I don't know about Conyngham. AllI do know is that the first one we had,
that was before the 36, we were over in the old building on Northampton Street. That's
where the basement got it. The only nice thing about that was that we had that week
off I think -- to sit home and watch the water recede. We only had the two buildings
then, Chase and Conyngham.

Personally, I did not know Dr. Marts, though from a distance we always had
great respect for him; he certainly was a very fine person. We always felt as though
he certainly did do much for Wilkes, because he was really interested, I think. He was
one who was interested in seeing that Wilkes got started.

DID YOU KNOW ANY OF THE PEOPLE WHO DONATED HOMES TO THE COLLEGE?
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No, I knew none of them personally, though we heard stories about them: for
instance that Conyngham was Mrs, Conyngham's wedding present and that it took her some
time before she could make up her mind to turn it over to Wilkes, because it had such
sentimental value to her, Conyngham stood for many years empty before it was used.
The same thing with Chase: the story was that it had only been lived in for six months.
And that after that Mrs. Chase died and he never lived there anymore, so when it was
turned over it was a very nice building, Chase has always been one of the most livable
buildings, I think, we've had. The front room downstairs used to be a beautiful living-
room in which many of the social activities -- Christmas parties and so forth -- were
held by the students, Of course it's been spoiled now by the partition: it's been made
so utilitarian, with offices there. But at one time it was a very beautiful room. The
lounges were there in Chase at one time. The one on the first floor was the mixed
lounge; the one on the second floor was the women's lounge and the third floor was the
men's lounge, I remember a time that they had no facilities at all, not even a radio
in the lunge -- till someone donated an old radio. People would hear of a need. And
many of the students would ask people: they'd say, "If you have a radio or something
that you're not using or don't want anymore, we could use it,"

DO YOU REMEMBER ANY OF THE STUDENTS PARTICULARLY?

Oh, yes. There are the Mayocks -- there were three Mayocks here; the one,

Dr. Robert Mayock, he's a doctor today. There was Jimmie Ramsay, I don't know whether
he's in insurance. I had his daughter last summer in class. There's Joe Donnelly, who
teaches down in Jersey. He's in the department of English in one of those communities.
There's the Zaricks: we had two Zaricks here -- one teaches at a college out in Iowa;

the other I think is a high school teacher. There was Labock; he's in the government, an
accountant for the government.

It seems to me the Farleys lived at first over in Kingston somewhere, And then
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when we got Kirby, they lived on the third floor of Kirby for some time. The Library
was on the first floor of Conyngham. Conyngham was a very nice building -- the wood-
work was beautiful. They had this planetarium on the first floor, as you went in on the
left -~ they've boarded that over now -- there used to be palms in there and fountains
running. And it had an open skylight, And when the library was there that was still that
wy and that was sused as a reading room. Then the library was moved to Kirby and the
science people were in there (Conyngham) for several years. And so then the Library
was on the first and second floor and the Farleys lived on the third floor of Kirby. The
first time the library moved it was very interesting to compare the number of ® volumes
they had then and the number they have now -- the first time the library was moved it
was one of the freshman projects for each one to carry so many books out of the library;
in other words the students helped move the books -- that's how few books we had at that
time. There weren't so many that the students couldn't each one carry so many and
bring them down to the library.

DID THE FARLEYS HAVE ADEQUATE ACCOMODATIONS IN KIRBY HALL?

Adequate? No. It made a nice makeshift apartment, I suppose, until a home
was available for them. But the third floor of any building isn't exactly what you want
for a living quarters; the rooms are small, it's under the roof. I suppose the big
man he is he bumped his head a lot up there.

HAS THE COLLEGE BEEN ABLE TO KEEP UP WITH THE TIMES, EDUCATIONALLY,
WHILE IT'HHAD TO BE SO PREOCCUPIED WITH DEVELOPMENT ?

Yest, I think it has. In fact, that's one thing that many of our students find out
when they leave here. For one reason or another I've never been quite able to understand,
our students develop an inferiority complex: they don't feel they're as good as other studeni
perhpas until they go away to graduate schools or transfer. And any that have ever come

back have said that they have been better prepared -- they are equal to or better pre-
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pared -- than many of the students they came in contact with at other colleges. In other
words they were perfectly competitive. The proof of that, I think, are the many awards
that some of our students have got elsewhere. In fact, that again was a source of
annoyance to many people down at Bucknell: so many of our students came down there
later on and did carry off some of the awards -- which showed that they type of students
we sent out were of high quality. And over the years because the faculty of that time
were conscious of and sensitive to the fact that we had to prepare the students so they
would stand up well at other schools -- I think that has continued along through the years.
Many of our students still come back and say how much they have learned here. It gives
them a shot in the arm when they realize that Wilkes is pretty good after all. And I
think the fact that so many of our students who are doing professional work now recommend
other young people to come here now and tell them how good it was -- is proof of the

fact that we were able to keep up our standards.
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DID YOU COME FROM BUCKNELL UNIVERSITY TO TEACH AT THE JUNIOR COLLEGE?

No, I taught first at Franklin and Marshall Academy; I taught one year there.

But I was from Wilkes-Barre, and a vacancy happend to occur at the Junior College here
at thattime.
WAS THIS THE FIRST YEAR THE COLLEGE OPENED?

No, the college opened in 1933, I replaced Dr. McCrossin. He was the first
teacher here in languages: he taught world literature and taught German and Latin. So.
then he went to the campus, to Bucknell, and I took his place. The first year I taught
Latin, German and English. At that time we were up there in that old building on
Northampton Street -- where King's College is now. We were on the third floor there.
WHO WERE SOME OF YOUR ASSOCIATES:

A person who might give you a lot of information -- because he has time -- is
Mr. Hall, He's in the hospital now. He has some very valuable information. He's the
only one around now. There was Mr. Hall in physics, and Dr. T-:sker in biology and
Professor Schuyler in chemistry, Miss Brooks in French. And then there was Mr. Miller
in mathematics and Keller in economics and Dr. Crook in sociology. There were about
a dozen. And Mr, Faint, of course, the registrar. Eisenhauer was here the first year
I was here: I came in September of '35, and Dr. Farley came in the spring of '36. The
next year we moved to Conyngham. And we got Chase - we moved over into these two
buildings.

WAS THERE A REAL ACADEMIC ATMOSPHERE HERE AT THAT TIME?

Well, what I always liked about it here was the fact that you could experiment;
you could try out new things. It wasn't like being at a school where they would say:
well now we've done it this way twenty-five years, why should we change? That's been
the nice part about being at Wilkes; we've always been encouraged to try it, to see how

much we could do with it. That way we've been able to experiment, to try many new
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methods, new ideas. And we've had much freedom in that respect. And that's what

I always liked about it: it wasn't tradition-bound. The students we had, I would say,
had been a backlog of good young people who had not been able to afford to go to college.
It was during the Depression period, and there were many young people who had the
ability, but did not have the money to afford to go to schools out of town. So as a result
we had some very high caliber students here: I remember one class I had (there were x
about a dozen in it) and ten of them were on the honor roll. Some of them were of very
high quality., We had very fine young people at that time -- we do have now --- at the
very beginning, and we were very concerned about that, and also about standards, so
that these people would be accepted at other schools. We tried to maintain good
standards so that they would be acceptable when they did transfer.

HOW DID YOU MAINTAIN GOOD STANDARDS? WERE THEY HANDED DOWN FROM
THE PARENT UNIVERSITY?

For several years there was a very close relationship between Bucknell University
and the Junior College; that is, we had faculty meetings -- the president would come up
here to our meetings. The chairman of the department at Bucknell supervised for a time
what was done up here. That is, he would check exams, ask how we were examining
and so on. But then as the college moved in the direction of independence, more and

we were
more we drifted away f rom Bucknell,/more on our own then and established our own
standards of what we thought should be or shouldn't be.
YOU WOULDN'T SAY, THEN, THAT BUCKNELL ACTUALLY FORMED THE SHAPE OF
WILKES COLLEGE?

No, I wouldn't say that: I think that any shaping or forming, of the ideas or
principles, was brought about here. That is, we were just a little too distant from
Bucknell to feel a part of it, and there was quite a faction on the Bucknell faculty that

looked upon the Junior College as a stepchild, They thought the money should be spent

down at Bucknell and not be used up here. There was a group there, on the Bucknell
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faculty - a very similar experience perhaps we went through here that you may notice

in the papers now about the community college: there's quite an element here feels as
though we do not need the community college - (you've read those articles in the paper)
and so on -- so there was quite a feeling down on thecxcampusat Bucknell that what money wa
used could be put to better use right there on the campus.

WAS THERE FRICTION AMONG NEW TEACHERS AT THE JUNIOR COLLEGE AND
UNIVERSITY FACULTY WHO CAME UP HERE TO TEACH? DID THE BUCKNELL
FACULTY WANT TO GO BACK TO THE UNIVERSITY CAMPUS?

I think the one who could answer that better for you would be Mr., Hall, because
he actually taught at both places and went back and forth. I never taught at Bucknell,
and T never had any connection like that with the college down there: I went down maybe
two or three times a year to meetings we had to go to down there. But the feeling always
was that we were too far away to feel a part of that campus -- especially to us who had
never taught down there. Of course it might have been a different story for these
people who came up here from Bucknell. (BUT DIDN'T THEY EXHIBIT THIS OPENLY?)
Oh, no.

DO YOU REMEMBER WHEN DR, FARLEY FIRST CAME TO THE CAMPUS?

Yes, Dr., Farley came in the early spring -- either March or April -- I think
that by May | he was here. We were all very impressed by him, because he came full
of new ideas and impressions. He came from Newark, I think. And he was very much
interested in seeing that the college moved forward, and of course we know how far his
interest has gone.

WHAT ABOUT HIS PERSONALITY?

That was liked immediately, and the fact that he was as young as he was -- he

was very popular with the students. There was a very nice rapport with the faculty

because of that, In fact, some time ago, when I happened to be up at the community
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college, I noticed the large number of young people they have there on their faculty; it's
predominantly a young faculty. And at that time it was the same here: it was a relatively
young faculty and they were very close to the students and there were very personal
relationships. The fact that you knew practically all the students -- for instance myself,
there was one time when, by teaching German and English, I taught all the English 101 --
that way I got to know all the freshmen, all the students, which something you just don't
do today. The classes were small -- in the teens, fifteen, twenty, maybe twenty-four

or twenty-five at the most. But you actually got to know every student, and you could
help them much better that way, in a personal way. Today over a thousand students take
a foreigh language -- about half the students in the college take a foreign language now --
wo you really don't get to know them as well as you did when the school was small and
you had that intimate relationship with them.

WHAT CAN YOU TELL ME ABOUT YOUR OWN FRIENDS AND ASSOCIATES ON THE
FACULTY?

Of course there was Keller, who was a very colorful person: he was a good-looking
man; he had 2 moustache and he directed the dramatics here. Everyone was always
entertaining views about him and what he was doing. Dr. Crook was very individual,
the fact that he was English and that he wore a very distinct type of clothing: that is,

I remember him wearing a cape and a peculiar cap; he looked like that detective --
Watson! Watson! - - Sherlock Holmes. Miss Brooks was a very petite, tiny little
woman -- very ladylike. I think she had a very fine influence on the girls in her depart-
ment when they were here, When I was up to the community college I happened to enter
through the basement - where the student lannge is at the moment, which is just not the
nicest sort of lounge you'd want to see - and it reminded me very much of the first one
they had in the building on Northampton Street: they called it the Black Hole of Calcutta.
It was down in the basement, a very dark, gloomy, dismal unfurnished place -- quite

a difference from what they have now,.
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HOW DID THE STUDENT REACT TO THIS LACK OF FACILITIES?

They took it in their stride. I would say they were interested in activities;
we had plays, we had dances. I think we have outgrown the all-college affairs now
because the school is so large. But as part of their social education it seems they
benefited more from the smaller groups and the more personal contacts they had at
that time than they do today. That is, those that need some social education, they hide
in the crowd today, whereas at that time they were cautioned and one was able to tell
them what they sould or shouldn't do. They took it in their stride; we had as I said
the various organizations like we have today, but they were smaller and they were on
a closer basis than those we have today. Many of them were rough diamonds - unso-
phisticated -. The first one from the family who had the opportunity to go to college.
But that, too, has always been a gratifying thing here at Wilkes: there's some satis-
faction in seeing a young person mature and develop and acquire these things, whereas
at many other schools they come already from backgrounds and one wonders at times =
whether the school has done anything with them. But at times when you see a freshman
come in here and know that he comes from a poor background where there's been very
little reading and so forth - by the time he is a senior and you see what has been done
with him - it can be a very satisfying thing to see these results.

I came here in 1935, two years after the school began, and there were already
organizations here then -- like language clubs and the economics club and the dramatics
group, and there was some debating -- that sort of thing had already been organized. I
‘would say that Keller and Miss Brooks had much to do with that. They were interested
in helping them get these things going. Keller was here maybe three or four years;
Miss Brooks married Miller - she married him about a year or two after he was here.
They've been married thirty years or so now; they're living down in Jersey; he's
retired from Bucknell now. Practically all of these people are retired now. Hall's

retired of course; Schuyler's retired; Tasker has retired; Faint has retired.
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We went through the two floods in that time too. I remember over there in the
other building people not realizing just what water can do. The whole basement --
where we had our assembly and the dances -- the whole basement was completely flooded.
The piano and everything was floating around in there at that time there were about a
dozen on the faculty. That was about 1936, The other flood we had, I remember we
were having a faculty meeting in Dr. Farley's office -- that would be the glass-enclosed
room over there in Chase -- and as we sat there having this meeting you could see the
water coming over the river common. And someone said to Dr. Farley: 'If we don't
soon leave, we won't ge’ nornz,' 5S¢ we had to go through that clean-up period after the
flood. The cafeteria at that time was down in Chase. It was the back room of Chase;
there was a counter there and an ice box. And we would always sit at this counter to
have our snacks.

DID THE FLOOD COME INTO THE MAIN ROOM AT CONYNGHAM?

Let me see: how high did it come? I don't remember. There was no dike at
all; the dike was built after the 1936 flood. We just had the river bank you see. I doubt
if it got to the first floor of Chase; it may have. Because Chase is up pretty high. So
is Kirby. I don't know about Conyngham. AllI do know is that the first one we had,
that was before the 36, we were over in the old building on Northampton Street. That's
where the basement got it. The only nice thing about that was that we had that week
off I think -- to sit home and watch the water recede. We only had the two buildings
then, Chase and Conyngham.

Personally, I did not know Dr. Marts, though from a distance we always had
great respect for him; he certainly was a very fine person. We always felt as though
he certainly did do much for Wilkes, because he was really interested, I think, He was
one who was interested in seeing that Wilkes got started.

DID YOU KNOW ANY OF THE PEOPLE WHO DONATED HOMES TO THE COLLEGE?
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No, I knew none of them personally, though we heard stories about them: for
instance that Conyngham was Mrs., Conyngham's wedding present and that it took her some
time before she could make up her mind to turn it over to Wilkes, because it had such
sentimental value to her., Conyngham stood for many years empty before it was used.
The same thing with Chase: the storywas that it had only been lived in for six months.
And that after that Mrs. Chase died and he never lived there anymore, so when it was
turned over it was a very nice building. Chase has always been one of the most livable
buildings, I think, we've had. The front room downstairs used to be a beautiful living-
room in which many of the social activities -- Christmas parties and so forth -- were
held by the students. Of course it's been spoiled now by the partition: it's been made
so utilitarian, with offices there. But at one time it was a very beautiful room. The
lounges were there in Chase at one time. The one on the first floor was the mixed
lounge; the one on the second floor was the women's lounge and the third floor was the
men's lounge. I remember a time that they had no facilities at all, not even a radio
in the lunge -- till someone donated an old radio. People would hear of a need. And
many of the students would ask people: they'd say, '"'If you have a radio or something
that you're not using or don't want anymore, we could use it. "'

DO YOU REMEMBER ANY OF THE STUDENTS PARTICULARLY?

Oh, yes. There are the Mayocks -- there were three Mayocks here; the one,

Dr., Robert Mayock, he's a doctor today. There was Jimmie Ramsay, I don't know whether
he's in insurance. I had his daughter last summer in class. There's Joe Donnelly, who
teaches down in Jersey. He's in the department of English in one of those communities.
There's the Zaricks: we had two Zaricks here -- one teaches at a college out in Iowa;

the other I think is a high school teacher. There was Labock; he's in the government, an
accountant for the government.

It seems to me the Farleys lived at first over in Kingston somewhere. And then
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when we got Kirby, they lived on the third floor of Kirby for some time. The Library
was on the first floor of Conyngham. Conyngham was a very nice building -- the wood-
work was beautiful. They had this planetarium on the first floor, as you went in on the
left -- they've boarded that over now -- there used to be palms in there and fountains
running. And it had an open skylight. And when the library was there that was still that
wy and that was mused ae a reading room. Then the library was moved to Kirby and the
science people were in there (Conyngham) for several years. And so then the Library
was on the first and second floor and the Farleys lived on the third floor of Kirby. The
first time the library moved it was very interesting to compare the number of m volumes
they had then and the number they have now -- the first time the library was moved it
was one of the freshman projects for each one to carry so many books out of the library;
in other words the students helped move the books -- that's how few books we had at that
time. There weren't so many that the students couldn't each one carry so many and
bring them down to the library.

DID THE FARLEYS HAVE ADEQUATE ACCOMODATIONS IN KIRBY HALL?

Adequate? No. It made a nice makeshift apartment, I suppose, until a home
was available for them. But the third floor of any building isn't exactly what you want
for a living quarters; the rooms are small, it's under the roof. I suppose the big
man he is he bumped his head a lot up there.

HAS THE COLLEGE BEEN ABLE TO KEEP UP WITH THE TIMES, EDUCATIONALLY,
WHILE IT'HHAD TO BE SO PREOCCUPIED WITH DEVELOPMENT?

Yest, I think it has. In fact, that's one thing that many of our students find out
when they leave here. For one reason or another I've never been quite able to understand,
our students develop an inferiority complex: they don't feel they're as good as other stude:
perhpas until they go away to graduate schools or transfer. And any that have ever come

back have said that they have been better prepared -- they are equal to or better pre-
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pared -- than many of the students they came in contact with at other colleges. In other
words they were perfectly competitive. The proof of that, I think, are the many awards
that some of our students have got elsewhere. In fact, that again was a source of
annoyance to many people down at Bucknell: so many of our students came down there
later on and did carry off some of the awards -- which showed that they type of students
we sent out were of high quality. And over the years because the faculty of that time
were conscious of and sensitive to the fact that we had to prepare the students so they
would stand up well at other schools -- I think that has continued along through the years.
Many of our students still come back and say how much they have learned here. It gives
them a shot in the arm when they realize that Wilkes is pretty good after all. And I
think the fact that so many of our students who are doing professional work now recommen
other young people to come here now and tell them how good it was -- is proof of the

fact that we were able to keep up our standards.



