
MRS . HICKS 

Q. What was yo r first encounter with the Farleys ? 

A. They used to live in Kingston. And we lived in Kingston; we both can e to the 

va Lley at ju t about the a m e time. W e came in l 935: I didn't m eet him until 1936. 

~· e m et a ,")i.le Cassidy' dancing schoo. Sue Cas idy had the dancing school for the 

en ire co m , nity. I! yo11 wante yo r ch .1d to 6et instr ctio n ·n a ny k ind of dancing, 

but n,ost y ballroon: dancing, you t-:>ok hirr. or her to S.J.e Cassidy ' s school. S ..1e C a ssidy 1 1 

till here, inci entally, in Shavertown; she's no lon ger tea ching dancing -- beyond the 

p,Hnt. But T met Elea nor there; s'be had Bob ·n the class and I ad r1.y da..1 hter, 

Barbara, ·n the ( la.as ; t hev were bo h t.., lr ing d-:-,ncinr; of course. ... ut we foWld that we 

had things in common c1 s e s at on the sidelines watching the kide .~o thro:.1gh their 

gyrations. Wf" fr)llnd that we had q 1ite a lot in corr,n on ; :ve exchanged nam es and then 

we found that w both lived within five blocks or so of each other in K ingston. And so 

social relations started between ua and t.he children go toget <.- r some . I used to ta e 

tlo? older gi rl down to Virginia B ach ith m e when 1 took fT'Y own children for a 

vacation; s o they got q·.1ite well .:lcou.ainted. 

B 11t Genie, G nie w?< the one w o re lly took my heart immediately; he had been 

ill - - he had rhewnatic ever - - and he was Just getting over it, and he had been 
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exposed to his n other for nearly s ix rnonths , p r a c tically constantly because h e c ouldn't 

lift hi nead £ran the pillow for a while - - h e wasn't supposed t o - and she had i ndoctrinatt 

him in music and literature and all th e t h ings t hat w e nt to m ake up Eleanor Farley. She 

wa a very ren arkable worr,an: she had studie d to b e a concert piani st a nd sh ha d v ried 

tal nts. W took painting le son toget her somet elater and sh e was a very good paintei 

Genie had becon.e completely well by then, but he was still the child of Cuaker parentage 

who couldn't post:1ibly hav done anyth' ng t,J dist•uh anybod y. He was an unusua l 

yo•.111 6 ter - al6 1) with great talent. 

Hob I n ver !<-new v ry well bec a,1s he wasn ' t tl1e age of any of rr y boye. Ethel 

I Jot •ut . acc ust m e d to; she an l Barb ra got along very well toge ther, tho.1gh their 

intere ts varied •">f co.irse. B ut the thing that you want is how they happened to choose 

the hill above le. wnont for thei r home. 

\ ll, t hey sa t down one s .11 '"' ier; it ·, . .1st hav,:, een a ho 1t 1 938 - - and they 

figured up what it wo11ld cost to o on a vacation with all of them. Gene and Eleanor 

decided that it would cost a great deal to tak e the all on a vacation and that when they 

got thro..1gb with the vacation t ey would have nothing left. So they tossed the money into 

the pot and bou~ht the hill. It had a barn on it, a very diRrep table looking barn at the 

une. I mean, bats sailed in and out, yo know, through the cracks. And they started 
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b-1ildrng it into ah •.ise. F or a while it didn 1t even have eno..i~h floor i n g and yot1 could see 

throll h the r oo! to the sky overhead. It was not fit for anybody to live in except in the 

ewnn,er. They had a b U at the tiJne. 

i. ren:er 1her seein~ G ne, b1"4 Gene, sitti. ~ ~ a.st 1de t. e r oi ;,ole, swi:r ~1 n g 

about to let Eob ia ll. They didn't know anyt 1ng &bO\lt aflolds at tha time, so they j1.1e t 

climbed up -1.n:l i.d t e ph. The roo ed 1t m ti st l,e~a..ise the rain carrie in iiow c.'.nd 

eoai<ed tne b1.tnt<tS, It developed. hey built the big !1repla e later, that trer. eudoui; big 

fireolace. .:.:icL year they d1r eon et .L ro L, uul fvr a •vhtle L·1e1·e tt. wa vP.ry primitive . 

There was ,,ne oi t.o e f r.·,ily two-·f .>lers out ba ,,- on 1t know if it's 9 ill there o r not -

and the wre:: .. .J. _c.J L<) n;1kc neGta ~ it. lt was :.. vc. , 1'.Jlr.sy so1 of soot. n d we 1ted to 

have pi 11.c~ • :i c :,p of t ,t.: LiL, ar 1.1) t.tyon whe e fO..i go now. They bave their p cnic 

now out at the de1 red &;.,ot on the si e lawn, but e ..ised to clin,b clear \.O the top of the 

h1ll a,1d r.avEJ co '.1! .>..its. 

Gene and ::.~"an,lr, with t eir d ild.1·er , rl! pr<lL, L y t.t.e :, <H,t .inif1ed f mily 1 've 

ever seen. T:.<•y did everything together. · hey all worke on l ;is house, buildin~ it into 

a home. You'd .:>c> ut there- ar.d there would be Gene ancl Li.>b ani Lit le Gene all etripp d 

to the w, i1:1t and carrying niorta r or s ingle s or wba tev e1· t.b.e o<..cadon d en anded al that 

tin~e. The !arn•house w a s there, but it wa a tenant house, and the tenant !armer till 

11v <l in it for su11 y ar1L f inal1y he left a.nd then they began to do son.ething to that 

house. Tl.~ t was a more fon·f' al tyl')e of ho· l !:l of co r e; it even had plu bing- -ri .~ht from 

the beginning it had l'.)lwnbing I think. And there wa s that beautiful well - - I think the well 

i till there -- , i~l sweet water . There was now ter -11') at the other ho.ue; the water 

had to b carried for a long tirn~. It was a oroje t laoting over a nwnber of years ; I think 
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it's still going on beca11se the lower barn ha been remodel ed a little - - not as much as 

the upp r barn, but it's a very usjable place . It's a lovely spot. 

Chuck Reif and Eleanor and Gene u.sed to come to our square dances; we had square 

danc es in our house in I< ingston at the tin~e . And you'd see Chuck standing on his h ead 

in a corner, just to evidence how happy he was at being the re. I'm no t the best friend 

of the Farleys , ren e1 .. ber, but hey were 1ny betit friend • There's a world of 

difference in tl t t vo. Yo.1 d 1>n't neces ·c1rily reciprocate. Thev had a tremendous 

connection wit.la i oor so# e,;p1e, ar d 1t as nece~sa ry for ;:, ea.nor to kee p up with all 

orts of things hat I didn't have to keep uo with. B t every once in a while, up to the 

day of her deatl;, practically , ..:1.aanor wo1.1,d call u1e U-> !;ere at the .i. oat and say: 'Come 

out to lun h. ' A d I say: ···: l , l've oni.y got au,>11t an. hour t0 soend and she'd say, 

' 'Well, come c1.ll"JV-' y , I'll have something on the table and I have things to talk about. ' 

.V e alwayA did have a great deal o t:=tlk abo l. , eanor was the kin of person with 

whon yo..1 could ake '.lTJ the frienrlsl,ip 1H b 1 1t down a d 1t would always e in th e sarr.e 

olace when yo,1 -·~n t back lo it. .J can't &ay tlial. h,>-.1t very n,any :,eoole . She was i 

one o! those v ry rare p~opte. At d ,e ti"")e of lier d th I wrote an ed1t:>rial for the Dallas 

Post that I thought expressed Ele.:i.nor v ry well. ai<l that I ttwugtt a won ,an • ch as 

Eleanor l<!aves a heritage a r gr.::aler than Here w eo lth. -->he '11 be ren en b red forever 

here I thin~·. S ,e was a wonderful worra . Gene, big Gene, was aot to explode at times. 

I think c,f hin, as having his foot perpetually in h·a O"outh and Eleanor going around after 

him pulling it out again and smoothing down the feathers. The Quaker atmosphere waa 

very mar ed. Ther is a ~Wl ·or blessing at 1 ea.ls where yo\1 hold hands silently. A 

very nice thing, for Just a n1inu.te. Soniebo(. ays lhe .elssing, perfectly quietyl and 

• lemnly, on ,plete silence, then just the µres& of the f1gger• releases the blessing. 

That was the fl s tir,ie I'd ever experienced a C-.iuaker blessing and we J. e it right along 

in ny daughter's household now because I was impres ed with it. 
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There w re a lot of frustrations, of coura there are bound to be anytime any man 

takes an adn·inist:cative p.>sition ·n a coll ge t, ich i growing up fron, a amall college 

into a different type of college entirely. Instead of being Bucknell J unior it became 

Wilkes and for aon-•e little ttr•·e 1t ,,va.e nty 'l two-ye;:ir co rs : then it become a three­

year. an then it began to be a o ur-year c urse. And now 1 1.1nderst nd that it is going 

on into grad11ate work a little, which I think is a very fine thing. A t first it was a p11rely 

local thing. T !irst young ter who an e in !rom o t id e the area lived in the Farley 

housenoid on ,,,. orthampton~treet at the tln-:e a was a , ,err ber of the fan~1ly . He was 

L.he fo dation for all the riorm ' tory activ1t es that 1) ve b en going on rer.ently. Little 

by little oeople donated to the school thf'!tr homes, a they no longer had need for them! 

They were r~ ther elabo ate hon1es usually and th n •.1p,h the oa F,sag~ of years they were 

j1.1 i ,.at :1 to "•er u ,). .:: n r-ne ·1eo:J e di..::<1 a.id son , 0eoole j 1st left, ana hey donated 

their n ian 1ona ~o t!-,e new le_1 1::·. / nd he hall · ot course h artthe1r nan.es -- Ki rby 

Hall, or in t~nce: Thal rnoved a•.-.-"ty frnn 1 th<> ;ire.- anri g~ve their home. Eventually 

1 su1>µose l.. , ? ollege wilt sw,,. llr.>w .1p every bor )e on c-t.ive r btreet, and it shoud, becauee 

it•• a fine place !or a can ous, .,. ceot for lack of na rK1nJ Sl).-J.C"" • 

1 h ,\r f r.>r . ene ~cc;1.i!n-.· I:,,•, d ·,:-i't ?,Oto th till a y rno ~· because I can't be r to 

'v r cieatli, r ;u~t can't do it, beca,.1&1 

she w~s tho v ry s-;irit :,{ tat '.)lnce . v:e 11ser:l !,I') sit :- nn w;itch tr," inset and as the dew 

fell we c.o -.1ld 2 e l the f ·a gr. 1 C( >f the wl1ite pet .mi.a she 3 lway · j)ianted - they grow wi 

the ad ,ncing 4•1~'c 

vene was exasoe ratlngly perfect. 1-v hat Lhe fa.tne1 aaid was law, a nd it was the right 

kind of law. He was n1uch venerated in his own family and by l think everybody in Wilkes 

Harre who realized he was doing .:1 lren, "ndo-1s jOb for the comm1.1nity by heading that 

college. He had never expected to be an ed~cator yu1.1 know: never, it was more or less 

wished on him when he w a s a f'J .g 1 an. ! wish I 1<.new nore about it. but he's a r -

t arkablP. person. I om tin .e tho\lght that h ruffled people unnece earily; he's alw y 
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been pretty flat-foote d. But everyth ing he's s aid ha s alw ye been s o completely tr ne 

and borne out by fa c ts . I d on't think ~D1.11>111d:'8ll!rica::tllidldld:la,soec h e 's eve r g on e off the deep 

end. And he has done some thing w i c h I don 't hink a nyon else could have done, and I 

think it's because of his Quake r .1pb ring. H e' s always h ewed to the ine - t ruth was 

truth and justice wa s justice and t ha t was it. A nd h e brought all those things to t he new 

college. Every yollllgster who went to the coHege he considered hi own pecial obliga-

tion. I don't s pt,10 e it can bet a way nyn1or , b t it ed to be whe n the c o l ege was 

relatively mall. he F r eys kn w all t d t!':! by the ir first names and the tud e nt1 

liked theu , , respecte hen - a atu e t uorising of the ort that yo ,.1 1v e se"n at C olumbia 

r e cently couldn't have happened a t\ ' ilkes because Dr. Farley was the kind o! per son who 

wo:.1ldn't go along with anything like that! he wo ldn't have stood for it. I can't see a n y 

percentage in letting anybody get away with anything, but then I belong to an old gene ra­

tion and I w¥1't allowed to get away with anything -- I never want ed to get away with any­

thing. I was bro11gh t up to behave myself and do what I was told. J,. nd he was too ; he 

expects cooperation; he expects a de ent sort of bowing to the ame n ities. :P e w ouldn 't 

e x pect ny sort of trouble on his ca pus. I think h e'd be high ly as toni s hed if i t happened 

and r think he'd take meas ,tres imm ediately! J don't think he wo uld permit anything like 

that to grow: it's the grow ing t hat' • irnportant; y ou have the s eeds o f c o urse in any studen◄ 

body, but they need nourishment in order to grow. 

I don't think h e eve r had any ide a that the college was going to gr ow a a big as 

it did, because he a nd Eleanor were both very commonsensical p e ople; th ey t ook things 

as they came; they didn't e xpect too m uch -- b u t n e ither did they expect too little. I 

don't think they had the slighte st idea that the co ege w o uld g r ow the way it ha s ; I think 

it's due to Dr. Farle y that it has grown; I don't think anybody elae could have done it. A 

different type of man would have gone off to another college w here he w o uld have got 

more money, but money didn't influence Dr. Farley. ot ever. It was som ething he 

was accomplishing. 1 now that he's had any nwnber of chance to step up in the 
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educational world, but I don't think h1! wo•ild ever do it. Because this is his colle ge; he 

,,..--_ built it. He brought it up from a nup, and he has put himself into it, his life i n t o it; 

Ele nor ?Ut her life into it. 

They wer1.::'nt the kind of people who ever 1t on ny kind of do hatsoever. I 

don't think that being completely wiped o t would ha v e bothere d the Farle y• one p,article. 

You don't understand that unles you understand Ouakere: they take h t com s and make 

the bee o{ it. T hey a way h d e no h becau e they made it be enough. I know that hi 

salary wasn't tremendo'.l at that time. 

I wouldn't have any idea exactly how to encansulate ither of those people in terms 

of character, except to say that they're both very rare people. 

Theirs was love. Absolut ely, utterly, and completely. Love like that ie a very 

rare thing; it is something you don't run into very often. 

Gene, their youngest, who has married a doctor up in Rochester, h going into 

a very interesting family medicine experiment right now that ia very m ·· ch c.n the order 

of the old-fashioned family doctor, with great deal more to it because it embraces eo 

very much more than what one ereon coul do. He's doing reaearch on that now and 

1 o practicing and teachin~ . They were extremely bright children -- all three of them 

w re extremely well endowed with brains, what you would call brilliance, I'm sure. 

They went to public ■chools. The family moved from Kingaton very ahortly after he 

started building the college; I think the first place they l ved wa Northampton Street. 

The girl went to West Town School, which is a uaker School over near Philadelphia; 

she was in ninth grade; it was a boarding school. But, a• far as school goea, I can't 

tell you about the boys at 11. 

E N D 


