
(:Interviewed in the Autumn of 1967) HAROLD ST RK l 

t 1 /r~(i~l ldti.~tt1 
You've undoubtedly heard of Gilbert McClintock. who was chairman 

of the board down there for a long ti~? When he died. they asked me if I'd 

come down and take the job. I was a member of the board at that time and I 

did everything I could to dissuade t hem . because I was living in Wa1hington, 

which w .s some di an e a ay - of co r e. the telephone wa handy lways 

and I could come up for the meetings that they have (it's a fairly short drive. 

only 250 miles, and I couht go up and back the same day if neceasary) but 

th y still, for ome unkno n reason, wanted me to come. So come I did. 

0£ cour e, I waa glad to help; think any o y would be glad to help any organ-

ization that Gene Farley wa associated wit . (I would call Gene a great .American 

mys lf. I've known him pretty well. I've talked to him on all subjects.) P nd 

I said I'd come for a couple of years while he was thinking about somebody 

else - Gilbert wasn't exp cted to go ae quickly or th way be did. And the 

Board waa good enough to ask me, and Gene asked me , to stay on. But, I 

thought there ought to be omebody from the area or cloae to the area lf they 

could get a man - not som one a day' e d r ive away - who would be available 

on telephone conversations and whatever else. They could get a Wilkes-Barre 
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man. And I suggested a man who is now there - and others of the Board 

down there - I guess you know him: That's Charlie Waller . 

My time there was really very smooth. We had an excellent Board , 

still do. Perfectly, I think. splendid man running things , Gene Farley. We 

were juet dead lucky to have him and t· .L have mm. And the present man 

who relieved me is still there . As to any special incidence while 1 was there, 

things went remarkably smoothly. One great thing, which of course Gene 

Farley is largely responsible for, we didn't get into the.A.-ed at all , though we 

were doi.ng a great deal - and you probably are familar with aome of that time 

and what we have been doing and how Wilkes baa expanded. I just did it by 

splendid management of the Board down the re: that is, Im an the school 

board, with Gene Farley at top. We didn't have any very unusual incidents 

or anything that required to call for any discord that would amount to anything. 

And, I thoroughly enjoyed my time working with the college. Both with the 

board , Dr . Farley, and everything connected with it . It think it's a great 

little organization. 

The Chase home waa the home that my brother-in-law, Fred Chase, 

and my sister - whom he married - left. When she died, it was willed to me 



HAROLD STA RK 3 

and everything there. And I wasn't coming back to V. Ukea-Barre to live 

and I didn't want to make any money of! of it. I just didn't like the thought 

and I was wondering how be st to dispo ■e o! it and I talked that over w ith 

,~ /..-' 
• 4 i,; 

anoth e r brothe r-in-law, Bmc Mulligan ; and l remarke d to h im - I don' t know 

wh· prompted th thought ut 

her; I don't know anything about them, but I'd be delighted if they wa.nted that 

house - if th y'd accept it as a gift"(which I was delighted when they did. 

Now, that's the way that piece o! property - I guess you kno-w it - it'• a lovely 

piece of property and ideal for what they wanted it. I think there waa one 

other house given that same day - one of the Conyngham homes - and they 

were the first two th t were given to \\ llkea. 

THESE DONATIONS BECAME THE PATTERN FOR PROPERTY 

ACQUISITIONS, DIDN'T THEY? 

Yee, it really eta:rte d the ba 1 rolling and, of course. Wilkes ha• 

had to pay for a good many of the homes that they've taken there. Mo•t of 

River StTeet and a good deal of South Franklin Street below Northampton, i• 

pretty much Wilkes now, and •ome, of course, ju t couldn't afford to give 

them away and Wilke• na·d a fair price in what it ha• bought. 
I 
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The one gift we got which wa a of eno rmoua value to him wa • 

what is now known ae Chaae Hall. The w y that happened, aome other people 

wanted th houae and offered a price for it and I just didn't want to aell it 

and l hoped it could be disposed of in a way that would please both Fred Chaae 

and my sister if they were living, and I said to another brother-in-law, the 

husband of my younger sister, I undet'stand that there ie a new college here 

atruggling without much and I wond · if they C'ouh1 use it ana I asked ~. 

who was living in Wilkt'!a-barre (I had juat r up from V. a ahington) i£ ha' d 

flnd out. ;._,,. n matter o! !act, I said, could you phone now? So he did phone 

Gilbert McClintock who said they'd be delighted. And that helped the ball 

•tart rolling in that direction. A good deal; we now ave , aa you know, a 

lot o! what were private homes • 

• • • • • • • • • Stark Hall. The way we ot the name of Stark Hall 

wae when we we~e trying to get up enough money for the buildings, auch as 

Stark Hall ia (and which was a very valuable piece of property ae it now 

•tand• - placed just where we wanted it. The duJ=>ont Company had had a 

good deal to do, in a way. wlth Wilkes-Barre. "iith the aale o! powder 

during the mining days whe:n that was at a peak. ) 
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So, I called up an old boyhood friend of mine in the duPont Company - my 

older brother had also worked for du.Pont - and asked this man , now in the 

du.Pont Company that I said was an old friend of mine, if the y could do 

anything toward it. I pointed out the v ery great value of such a building for the 

?U ,·pose we wanted it (entirely education). Well, to make a long story short, 

we got son ething over a million aolla rs and it was a great boo et to the college 

at that time. Everybody was delighted. I would like to tell you who ie largely 

responsible in Wilmington whom I asked to go ahe~d with it, b t he's always asked 

to have hie name kept out of the record. And, I v,ould be just as anxious if 

you'd not mention me any more than you have to, except to say what the facts 

are so far as they're related to V. ilkes and that building. :You know what n 

splen<lld building that is and what it meant to \', Ukei,; and it •.vas the first one 

we had. Oneof its very important ways , in addition to being what it i1, was the 

f c thRt it started other people thinking about what a nice thing that was to 

leave to Wilkes-Barre - to think of its being there when they left and set up 

quite an appeal and eta rted the ball rolling really in that way of gettin~ homes 

the re. v· e had a numb l' o! homes Kiven to us-5ome still promised, other• 

of course who juat eimply could not afford to give their home• away. who 
I 
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have sold them to ua. You've been a student there , you know what the r esult 

is so far. Still going . 

Gilbe rt McClintock • . . ••. • Y~s. I knew him when we were boy 

together. He was consid e rably younge r t han I am. Of co r e, as you know, 

the kici juat scut ing a.1.ong to be fifteen, sixteen, or aeventeen · • a real old 

boy to boys eleven or twelve; and I had known Gilbert l,1. cClintock when he was 

a kid. He was a great help to V ilkes. I left home when I was eighteen to go 

to the ·Naval Academy. and l n ver saw much more of Gilbert nor had any 

· ealings with hirn because l haven't lived in V-. ilkes-Barre since. 

A 1·naud Ma rt , •••••• I guess you know who he is. Well , he' 1 a 

wonderful chap and a great help to Gene and the college and his connection• 

wlth it. Ifo Wcdl c.n th(; lo .. rcl for -years. I &aw quite a little of him. Got to 

think the world of him. He had just been a tower of strength in making 

¥, ilke•-Barre, in his younger days, what it's grown into since. And, par-

ticularly, 1 think lt was Arnaud - you'd have to verify thia - who waa re poneible 

fo:.- euggeating Gene Farley to the people up there to get him for Wilkes if 

they could. 
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WHAT WAS THE VALLEY LIKE IN YOUR YOUTH? 

Of courae, then Anthraclt,e was like so much gold. I remember my 

older brother, who waa ten years older than I am, say i n g one day what Anthracite 

meant. He said it was better than gold because they can't duplicate _it, ao far 

as 1e genei·a ly known - where there i another e ch a lot of• ndid Anthraclte 

coal available anywhere in the world, and it looked then as though it wo ld 

continue that way. Of course, you know what happened when oil cafn:!.along to 

replace it as a fuel in many ways. But V:ilkas-Bari·e, the whole a1,.ea tbri,red 

on the mines, which had a good many thousande of men in their employ and, 

of course, paid pretty s t eady wage • It was a g ·eat anchor,· and when the 

anchor was removed by oil t aking the place in so many ways of the J.nthracite 

coal, lt w • then that the valley had a problem on itE hands. In a fairly ■hort 

time, all the men they had the re were out of work, and I think 'Iv Uke ■ -Barre 

. 
ba a done a pe rfectly 1pendid job. You' re probably famihtr wlth that ln the 

comeback a.nd the fight and keeping its chin up the way it did to go ahead nd 

make the ar e a prosperoue with what they did have - which wa• plenty of labor 

and a fine lot of people. 
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I thin· Wilkes me .nt a great doal in the comeback. It brought 

quite an additional lot of people there to come to · · kes-Barre to the colleg ~ 

and there was no other institution of learning there in that immediate area 

that would approach the college over-all the way that W i.lkes did. P..nd, you 

\.new •hat the sto~y is h re and what i is todc1.y ••..• 

DO YOU ':' HH fY TS FOliNDFRf: !NTF.t~I.•EI: THJ, T '- ILI<ES SHOULD 

Hl,VE A 5IGNIFICJ,::- T PLJCE 1N THE CC.1. •• ¼UNITY? 

You ean, do think that they reali~ed that it would? ',\ ell. I 

·lon1t know. I think very few people thought that \\ ilkee would grow in euc.h 

.-, very short time to the position that it has attdned. I could el that rhythm 

ou • , nd say it was anewe red in juat one way. 

AND THJ'T V,AS THE WAYT -IEY GOT GENE F1'.RLEY, and I 

think A1·na d .1.ll.arte did that. And Gene had a gre"'t vision, still ha it - and 

i6 still going ahead, and when I heard of it in connection with giving our hou&e 

to it, it just sounded like a splendid place taking care of primarily our own 

youth in that area and. of cours~, it hao grown, has gained c aracter and 

known 
becom_!/nationwide. It has accentuated ite splendid position to everybody. 
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Both home and outside. 

HAS DR. FARLEY BEEN ABLE TO FORESEE THE COLLEGE'S 

:CEVELOPMENT? 

Yes, 1th.ink he did. I asked him.when he had asked me to jointwhat 

his thou hta were about the college. ,~ ·here were they headed? And, he outlined 

p,etty closely just what h~d been going on since he got there and what he still 

envisions to be done fo t· \\ ilke , , I think it's a perfectly splendid in•titution. 

;\nd, I think people who come from outside who hc\ve been there, think so. 

And, I think that was Gene's vision i making it what it is today, largely his 

vision, end he's stlll going ahead as fa t as he can, limited krgely by funds. 

\' Uke ■, ns you probably know, has never done much bo1·rowing. Gene was 

one of tho e men who c> re not too numerous, but he wt1nted to pay foi· what he 

got, get what we· could nffo!'d, and keep on solid ground. v. e' re still on that 

solid ground. 

IS THE COLLEGF STARTING TO REACH OUTSIDE FOR ITS MONEY 

NOW? 

'jou probably know more about that than I do. It'& growll in many 

waya and in ita curriculum, and the people that it ha there - nd again 
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that com • bacit la r~;ely to Gene F'arley. . .nd he may have aeen it right 

along; I k now I w l!I p e rfectly delighted when h outlined to m e what he had i.n 

view, and which ha1 bean coming to light gra dually £or many years. He still 

isn't through. 

) rE OUT INE THI[, 'l 0 YOU? 

Shortly after Gilbert McClintock died and when they talked to me 

about becoming ch u-..-1 ... n o th,e boa :rd . ( l 9S 9) 

IN TER?d S O!"' ECuCATICN - Ai. D WHAT .'ILl(ES V OULD HAVE 

TO DO - Hi'. T llv1 'ACT DI S ->UT NIK J:-IA VE O • YOU', 

Gene and I u ed to talk that over and what he's been doing fairly 

well represent it. V, e both felt the Sc,..me · bout going ahead; I kn w hia thought• 

were l rgc and h was reaching high - which I liked ev r so much - and he h 

been getting those thoughts carried throush to fruitio and still i - ancl h 

still going. 

WHAT KIND OF COLLEGE IS IT? SC IENCE? LIBERAL ARTS? 

HUMANITIES? 

I would ay it is all three. It's very broad in its 1cope, I think, 

· on't you ? Th re ag in, Gene Farley has j st l d all that thinkin . 
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AFTER SPUTNIK, WAS THERE A1'Y PRESSURE TO ACCELERATE 

THE SCIENCES? 

No, I don't think so, except what we generated ourselves. An d, it 

has got a lot of science in its course, I'd say, and that just seemed natural -

a natural growth out o! what was to be done, g1v1ng the student& an education 

the 
whereby they can go and get right i~/1ife of the nation; the nation most needed 

engineers. And th y went ahead with that and, I think, still are. 

C.AN YOU ANALY7E DR . FARLEY'S CHARACTER FOR ME? 

He' 1 got great vleion. He has another quality: He'• very honest 

and forthright and outspoken - says what he thinks, and in my mind, and he's 

got a great thinking apparatus. I can remember one time - you probably 

don't know who Admiral Simms was, or is, but he was quite a char cter, 

extremely well known to the British and to others, and I we.a with him, I had 

command of a destroyer when he had the destroyer force and one night we 

were talking. He had had about a dozen of us for dinner with him at hie home 

in Newport and he got to reminiscing about the people who fell away from him -

which I knew something about and I kne"' the men - when the going got tough 
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with Congrees in one place and other ways. and he ituck by his gun• and 

never gave an inch where the rJght was concerned. Anyway, he got into 

talking about this business and his wife said to him (I wouldn't want this made 

public, but you can gather what I mean as far as Gene in concerned), I can hear 

her now, she aid: '' \; 11, don't get ·n that peoalmiati v~in; it won't do any 

good. I don't know whether they'd enjoy it too muc.h, that is, the young1ters 

around u " (I was yoWlgst r in those days; we were just loving what he 

was telling us.) He said: 11 All right, 1111 stop.' ' But he turned to us and 

pointed hie finger and said, 11 1 just wnnt to tell you young men one thing,• · 

(he had been talking about the way people fell away !rom him when it did get 

tough - from the President down) "and that i that an honeet man la the 

nobleat work of God.' ' You think o! that; from all angles, he w • hone1t in 

every way - in hi• thought, his conception, clean cut. Gene Farley ii a good 

deal such a man in my books. Do you see the point I'm trying to make about 

him? I think he would hav gone far, anyway •.••• I've often thought, with the 

man' e ability; and he's likable. He' e got so much on the b 11 • looks, and in 

every way • that, ill aome ways. I wa1 •orry that hi• field couldn't have been 
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bigger. But yet, it w a f" eld there that he wa ■ more or le s c reatlng in 

'', ilke - arre nd he got so wr;, )}) d up in doing what he wanted to do that he 

was just willing to fight it out on the lines he wae on and to continue with him 

and make W ilkee a pedectly splendid inetitution of learning. t nd, I ·hink he 

as .;ucceeded beyo.nd what most people would c.re. m poaeible - from what he 

sta.:-ted with. Do you kw.i ,: what .ne ha :vnen he got there-;- very littl a 

r:ou~Jle o{ 001ns an just a iew instructors. You can ask hirr.. ( wouldn't 

want this ;uotcd; it' just 1 y rernem ering, morP , ,. lese.) He was going 

ahead as f,. at as he could, but his character .. nd eve.-ything about him hnve 

been bullt into th making of V/ ilke • I think he's done a splendid job, and 

it has been a great thing for V ilkes. You onde~ sometimes where 1<.iver 

.::,treet and Franklin Street o ld b~ tod~y if it hadn't been fa'!" Wilkes; it 

may have all turned~ good deal of it - to boardinghousee: People were going 

to the subutbs in those days. 

WHAT tO YOU THI K ~ ILL HAPPEN TO WILKFS, ONC F~ DR . 

FARLEY £TIRES? 

t've often talked about i with Gene . I hope it ill go on .-.nd that 
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he will have su:.:rou.nded himself (as I know he's t1·ying to do}' with an orga.n-

ization and an understanding that he wanted it to have and which is coming 

more and more. I hope he has another ten years there. It's pretty well 

established. 

W ULD YOU SAY T'S T ... u,.:.; TH.:" T THE PFOPLE V. HO GAVE HOMES 

TO THE COLLEGE FELT THAT THEY OWED A DEBT TO THE COMMUNITY 

BltCAUS:h. OF THE COAL 'l'HEY HAD TAKEN? 

Well, some of them charged; we paid f?r a lot 0£ the hornes, you 

know. The Conyngham home was a free gift; mine wa • completely free. 

I didn't think of it in that way. I had something; it was ·a lovely home - you 

know where it is and what it h - and it had been left to me (1 had lived there 

of course, for quite a few rears, when I had a day off or on a weekend maybe) 

and it had been left to me. And, my idea in giving them that home wae that 

I liked V. ilkee-Barre.. • . lovec the old town. It was my home town; I ,as 

proud of it - like most kids are,where they are reared - and I thought tha.t if 

I could make that of any use to the community, I would like to give it to them. 

That was the only objective that I had and that it would be a nice thing to do 

with that home. I ould have used the money, of course, but I didn't need it. 
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I just wanted to give it tc1 Wilkes-Barre because I wae giving Wilkea -Barre 

something and I wanted to put that house in a place where I thought it would 

be well u•ed for Wilkes-Barre. I didn't want to make any money out of it at 

all. And, of course, I didn't. 

WHEN YOU WERE ASKED TO B CH.AlRM.AN OF THE BOARD, 

V: H/ T DID YOU THINK YOU COULD DO FO~ THE COLLEGE? 

I cHdn't think about much what I could do, except that I could 

give what service I wa.s Ca?able of giving on the board and I would be glad 

to he) p in a y VI. ay I could. 
L ,..., ... . l\,.L. 

The house,of cour e, came late-tr ••• that wa1 part 

of that e me feeling. 

V, HP.TV, • RE YOUR RESPONSIBILITIES AS A MEMBER OF THF 

BOP RD, ~A 1 'D LATER, AS ITS CliAIRlv:..A ? 

It ·as yard duty - schemes that people would pre ■ ent for the 

problem• o: the college (which are much diver ■ ified and wide) and, of course. 

your wanting it to succeed - and when I got to know Gene Farley. l wanted 

still more for it to succeed and they asked me to join and I told them that I 

have 
hadn't had any wot·k like that. " 'Wel , '' they fiaid, •·we'd like to/you, ' ' and I 

&Rid, 11 Wel1 1 I'll do the best I can, to be 0£ any u e I can. 11 I didn't thlnk o! it 
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pecifically in any other way. Sam-~way with the house : I didn 't w ant to m ake 

a penny out of it, an d I t h ou ght if I could put it whe r e it w ould b e a sati s faction, 

eve ry time th a t I went by , t o think of m y si ste r and h e r fine husband - whom I 

was very fond e i - that they would be glad t o see it and it use (which it i s ). 

, ~ ._\J _vl.t(.,,_ - 1 -

And that wa a perfect ans er, - Ci 1 a1H<.eci my r~w. I t old y ou (that 

was ed Mulligan, who's down in the inera Bank bu ilding now)an d righ t ther e 

in the of:C-ce , he ca led U? Gilbert, ""hom he knew well , and G:Ibert s a id yes, 

he'd love to have it; so I sai , 1 'A l right , it's the·1·s. 1~ It was that ea1y . 

IF YOU HAD THE PO\\ E , WOUL:C YOL CHANGE l.NYTHING AT 

THl!.. COLLEGE? 

Well . off hand , 'A·ithout thinking too much about it (it's a problem 

1 often a ke<l myllelf when I was on the board - particularly when I w a • head 

of it) there weren't any great changes; but th way we were going and facing 

the future and framing for the future the policies wvolved with the board and 

the whole college. But there w a1 nothing radical; I didn't hav e p.ny idea of 

changing anytbinli( there . I think it has dev eloped well and, from what I' ve 

s en - quotations from the press from the different seci.ions of. the coW1try -

t' becom e widely known. My feeling is that any place that Gene Farley had 
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much to do with for very long would succeed and become known j'ust becaus 

of him: that they eee him in ac:tion anywhere. • • • apeaka well. he'• com• 

pletely frank, he explains fully how he feels. ~ e 1ve epent an awful lot of 

time on that, but we always were together before we .finished. We never wound 

up with y diCerences at,d it v,ras a very happy job for me. 

V.OULD YOU SAY TH./\..,.., DB .• FARLEY HAD TH'S KIND OF 

:MAGNETISM TI T ~ OULD CJ-. lRY THE T UST:.ES WITH HD✓.? 

He was a natural. 
I would say so. It was one of the things I liked about hlmJ 1 think 

. -
Gene would have succ eded anywhere. I think he would have made a great 

naval officer, £or example - or army officer - an I think if he had gone 

into politic with his omplete fearlessness and hia absolute honeaty and hla 

ability to xpree himael! right . and the innate good judgment that he ha•, 

that Gene, I think, would have gone anywhe re, no matter what he tackled. 

So, you eee 1 am a great admirer of Gene . If I hadn't been, I wouldn't have 

gone down ther • I think Gene ha ■ made the college. People wanted to help 

Gene Farley, at leaat plenty of them have to give for that reason. 

YOU 
WHAT SO.RT OF MAN WOULI.2lLIKE TO SEE AS HIS SUCCESSOR? 

A duplicate. 
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WHERE WOULD YOU GO LOOKI G FOR THAT Kll D OF MAN? 

Well, I don't know; you know my life ha been spent in dealing 

with thousands o! people in governments in all countries in one way or another 

and they' re likely to con e from anywhere - just like you look over your 

boyhooa day1:, and say t iel ow rr.1'"y have cone fron1 anywhere in the country. 

Unael' any ci tcumstance , c' just got it . 0 cour e, he had to be well 

educated and well fathered and mothered to beco.ne what he has. He had a 

fine independent, thinking, lea ership mind; It wa natural to him. I feel 

that way and on the board, generally speaking I think that I could speak for 

all of th m - or any of them really - as far as talking with them about Gene 

i concerned, but those who have ever discussed him just say how wonder-

fully lucky we are to have man like Gene arley. I think 'V'I ilkes-Barre is 

very lucky to have him; he saved the old section of Wilkes-Barre: No telling 

what it might have becon e if he hadn't been there. B ecause people are not, 

generally speaking, getting out not only of the town of V, ilke -Barre but 

similar towns and going to the country, the suburbs. Washington is another 

example. 
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ELEANOR Ff. RLEY? 

I think she was a wonderful woman. I'm glad you asked me. 

tJ,, "'v.. ~ 
I think they were an ideal pew-e-r . She had a splendid mind and there was 

nothing small or vindictive in any way about Eleanor Farley. She was big in 

every way and a ine .::epresentative of the community. Gene and I have sat 

hour, 
maybe for an/hour-e.n<i:-e. al£ • two hours sometimes - she was usually therej 

he'd told her to stay. f.he was maybe crocheting or knitting or '\l,,hatnot, but 

she seldom, if ever, volunteered anything; but when we asked her, she wae 

right on the ban. .A fine vision. And , we often asked her if there ae any-

thing she liked - I did - to bring up and she Wr.>8 alw~ys interesting. f:he was 

a splendid woman, Eleanor wae. I liked her. I never heard anybody express 

anything different from what I have just expressed, maybe not just that way . 

SHE CONTRIBUTFD, THEN, TO V- ' HAT 'DR . F/'RLEY HAS BEEN 

ABLE TO DO ? 

I say !!!he was a great mate. 

I think any woman of the type she was would contribute. You read 

anything over th t he had done and comment on it - or anything of that sort 
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a• we h ve done - and hew • an e x c e llent pal'tn r. 

AT D YOU CO. TRIBUTE TO ,'; ILKES? 

I w a s g rateful that I could do aom et hing - I neve r thought o f it 

until i t was m entione a nd I wa a &ke d , but I wa• grateful for the opportunity 

( gain it co r.es ba k to Gene F.:.. ey af er g u ow him, e \. not too w e ll, 

i wa in t e ear y ay .-vra eful a h d the opport ity because I enjoyed 

the people he had selecte,. A plendid lot of people a round him to advis e h im 

and he h d great presentatio of anything. 

r HAVE YOU EVER H ~ARL HIM AT A ,AElTI G? 

The he«d o! the whole hebang u ed to come on fir t and then 

turned t Gene and id, "Go ahead , Gene, anything you want . '' Of cour e, 

we has au Uy thrashed out every bit that he had on hi mind t o t a k up at 

the m eeting b efo re we got there; we usually went over i t p ·etty tho rou ·hly. 

I thi k he hnd a v ery, v e ry fine mind and just ex c e llent judgment. I h v e 

been dealing w ith men, a n d b ig men - from J.Jreaidentti down - ver s in c e I g r ew 

up, a nd when I got a little olde r ; and I put G ene down a e one of t h e big m en 

I've known. 


