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GEORGE R . FAINT, SR. 

The junior college was 1tarted largely throug the el!ort. of 

r. Frank G. Davie, chairman of the d epartment of education at Bucknell 

University. He had a villon that thi• would b e hel pful to Bucknell d to the 

community at Wllkes-Barre nd really 1 nned this . He had approval from 

the etate education department, and in May of 1933, r. Davis told me that I 

w • to be the ! ret reglatr r of Bucknell University Junior College in 

Wilke -Barre, prov ided we ould get enough stud n e. 1n June, I began my 

wor in W ilke1 - Barre, g tting publicity in the n wspaper; Dr . Davi ■ wa• 

there part of the time to help, a.nd then we used Herb rt Lloyd, a t ach r 

the Vr ilk •-Barr cboole nd a good friend of B ckn 11 (he had graduate 

there), and we wer bl to get more than th mlnlmurn 1Ng eeted of 

• v nty-five; in fact, w e had about 152 or 153 ae I remember th figure•. 

The place we u •ed the first year was llkee-Barr Buaine•• Colleg , the 

third floor, next to Lazarus , which ie now p rt of King'• Colle e. 

( For information about the early days, it may b that Mil• Florence 

Pyl , now r ghtrar at B clmell, can find dupl cate copie• in our fil • t 

Bucknell. She may have, at the very leaet, extra Buckn 11 catalo e ■, 
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which included the ba•ic information from the junior colleae for a number 

of year•.) 

I should have indicate d that Frank G. Davia wa • w ll a.ware of the 

f ct that a very amall percenta1e of •tudenta in Wyoming Valley were enterin 

College• due to the Depreaeion. And, l think h had the viaion of what would 

happ n lf college education were to be mad av i lable to the atudent■ • 

Dr. John H. laenhau r a ■ a Bucknell graduate and principal of the 

1 ea.ding (P • ) lgh School n d made a good tlr ■t dlrector of th junior colleae. 

Ela nhauer waa a capable man, but I do not think he wa■ •• thorou1hly 

intereet ed a• r. via the work. Thia ia ■hown b cau■e h turned back 

to the high achool in December of 1935; Dr. Farley became the new h ad in 

19 36, fte r the flood. 

At th junior coll ge I had a heavy work l oad - lncludina, •• tlm 

went on, a booketore, cafet rla, janitorial h lp, a• well a• be ln r gl tre.r. 

ne of the ntere■tlng thing• to me in th r atetrat on proc •• w • t t fa ct 

that almo•t all of th bills w r paid by ca■h with very few chec e off red. 

Thi waa due to the depreaelo11 per od nd peop e were frlahtened to 1 ••• 

money in bank•. The curriculum wa• b • d on the one t L wleburg, 
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particularly aince Preaident Homer Price Rainey bad a new curriculum 

there Lat the univer1 ity_f /. Theae included a number of surve,y coureea 

uch • bl tory of we■tern man, world literature and the llke, ■o that we were 

able to follow the Bucknell curriculum; however. e could not offer the 

v a r iety of cour1es, d number of cours e s were .omitted. However, we 

did have the bailc elementa for not only liberal arts but commerce and 

finance and engineering • 
• I 

~ \ 1 
l 

The s tudents were above average in the firet cla• • T his can b 

ae n from the number who went on to four-year colle • and aucc ded 

admirably. T he fir t class was r eally a • perb one educat ionally. And, 

through the efforts of Dean Romeyn Rivenburg of Bucknell generou• 

cholarehipe were awarded a number of them, including peopl like Ambroae 

Sa.rick and • on. The r e m ay have been d creaee ln th que.llty /lat "!} 

but we were getting larger number, , and a wa • true in moat college• we 

n eded number • to m eet the budget. The faculty in thoee day• had hard work, 

becaua m any of thein carried lghteen to twenty-o e eem eter hour•• work-

l oad, ju•t as I had a heavy admini t r ative worklo d in addition to te ching 

occ Rion lly E nglish, eliglon and buaine • correapoJ:len e. 
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I e a r duate of Bucknell in the Clase of 925. In 1929, _ r a u Ld i om 

Croz r Tb ologic Se mln ry at Che ateT but returned to the campu in t ,ugu• t of 1929. 

In '.' i es- :i rr t w ten a a.upply miniater and an interim • & to in ch r b sue 

th one at Wyoming. th n Heb Bz.pti:lt at N nticoke. the Lee P rk B t i at urch 

(c lleJ i T ,1- e1na ..-Ja U t - l r e ) and ow rd the ll< of my rvi e at the j ior 

collog , .£ wa intorl p ato :r t the P .l'"e byt ria n hurch n L e t""J rk. In F ebrua.ry 

of 194Z. l was ur ained into th pastorate t h1·ou •h the y min P oci tio • In 

ddit on , l 1:1erv c thre yett s h a oft e .Luze n County r-.a b ath (•cbool As oda-

t on an w • in strum ntal in h atart of the · yoming V -111 y Council ( Chu chea, 

now be d ,.icknell m n, Bowar z. t zell. 

who we re trane{ rr from Bu c knell Univ r i 

on the ole w r e of h gh calibe r; £or •x mple, John S . Gold i •til t achin a t 

ucknell. ha • forty-eighty :ca of rvlce and i • hono ed int e yeal'bt>ok. _J _ La.jonda, 

for 1 96 ti . l elt lh t th. , j o . ty o he ulty wh() we r tr- nafe 1 ,·ec. we r·e hlrh 

ac emic qu U T hia n e ~nu that then ed in Wyornlne Vd ey m do ,o s i!::il t e 

H ht nin o ti L e 1 but· b < t.• '( .? out o! w o r k. 

In. J. udey'• i f t in ~a ahin ton and the i ct th i ', il'-·,~a-1 ,;,. r r e -~ n 

wu.s in v1 ~ h ngton i 1 d i po aihle ·or t o get the ~\i •· cc., ; f• S "tud t s · t the ~\1nior 
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college. I well remembe r hat I had only a week to m out a e ch dule to take car 

of 25 air corpe /men/ . D r . Finley w as very succ s1ful in ge tting thi a prog ram at 

Wilkes-Ba .-1· • T he num be r o! r egula r students waa greatly dec reased. but I don't 

think that it wa s d own to fifty. 1 do not t·emember the exact class 1 ad, but th 

a hedule cr.il e d for some g.oups to be 1:·ty and oth s twenty- fl e , an in ord r to 

a .::co1nmodate the1n, we rente pace i n the :lr eebyteri.an Chu rch, Sunday chool 

1 B rooms. Th n we ha o cool·dinat thei r flying tim at the V; yo in V lley 

/'.i . port and atill maint ain out" l· egular cl ss s. 

~·1u~3 1,.AS A EXT.C SION O.r HE CIVIL ILOT T AIN G , ¥i N'T IT? 

Y , w ha.d civilian ai r pilot rainin g whi h also hel d finance .. . ... . 

1,,· .iA 1' OF THE LIB Y ? 

Kathryn Hughes arr ed Profeeao r I rv ing C b.u r chill nd he r aucc aao r , 

I believe, w Vl "ginia Kllnedienet. 

hen the ju.nlo i.- colle ge wa• founded , Wyoming alley ff r e d a r al 

unemployment .inn hct. r ahi 1 • or exampl • moat o! the peopl in ome of the a iille r 

communities we r e on welfa re. P eople pu t their reliance on e mgelvee. 0cc e ion lly, 

mine rs, wo,·k n g one o r two d ys a week in the mine•, o ld <.lo otheJ.· wo rk auch as 

c: a rp try, paintin , and plumbing to ek out th i r fund . Th community • 
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1 rgely conse rv a.tive, w ith the most inte .cesting patte r n: ·ince there we r e 

twenty- ix minodty groups w ll • r e preaente d . I found it eal challenge to 

talk t o neople in the churches , and when I was orda ined the conse r v a thr in the 

Bapti t Church s a id that on the one hand t hey wanted to condemn me for libe ral 

ten d nci s hut they felt I waai oing good wo ,:- k pa · - time in t he cbur che • 

Most of the time while I wag at the junior coll ge I lived on ?vl.- llery 

Plac e in t he city of Wilke -Bar r e. W e bought a double house in Forty Fort on 

Dan .'.:>t r eet whic h ,e we r e not able to hold , but then.we bou ht nothe p, operty 

on l'.tu .-ray Street. I believe in the th ... e, as I r ememb r i , t h e rail r oad · t the 

end of our lot had to be mainta ned t the gr de evel whil our land s ank. l th·nk 

th;it instead of b eing level ith our yard th r ilroad t rack& wore then about 

aix feet above. J\lso , oc a sion lly, it was ha rd to o pen eithe r he front door 

oi- the b k door d the s main broke t lea•t twic • The co 1 company di d 

ch yea . patch up the a one ln the c elli i· wall fo r u•. 

Dt·. Ji r na d C. Mn. ts waa a most capable man his work nnd 

proved to be a good colle ge administ r ato r a well. H wa most kind to me on 

seve .-.:_il o~ca ion • 
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F ·om l 92 9 to 193 , I was unde De .:.n R ivenbu r g fo special 

projec:t , such as the nnsylvania Stu y, a nd in additinn , I was prog am 

J i 1·e cto •· of the college radio station, W J BU, which w · • sold to · KLK in 

unb ry in 1933, just befo r e I left for , ilkee-Ba r re. 

END OF .. TEf'VICVv 


