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I !irst recruited Gilbert McClintock when I was pre s ident 

o! Bucknell University when Wilkes w as Bu ckni~ ll J unior Colleg e a r,1d I h a d 

to go over to Wilke s -Barre ev e r y w eek in the early y e ars to be pre s ent t he r e 

for anything hat might ne d the presence of the pres1 ent o Bucknell Uni-

versi y ; and I soon rea ized that ·t wou d be necessary to have a strong com-

mittee in charge of the junior college in orde r that it would not be just an 

institution operated by an absentee landlord 65 miles t o the west , namely, 

Bucknell University. So, I organize d a local committee which could o nly be 

a committee of The Bucknell Un iversity Board of Trustees. It could not be 

a Board of Trustees in itself as long as it was Bucknell Junior College 

operating on the Charter of Bucknell University. I was referred to Gilbert 

McClintock as a very prominent citizen of Wilkes-Barre who as highly 

respected , interested in cultural matters and I visited him , became acquainted 

with him, and asked him and asked him if he would se r ve as chairman of the 

committee on Bucknell Junior College. He gave it some conside ration, said 

said he would, and he did. A nd, from the very beginning, he was chairman 
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of the ommittee which I then organize d ,about a do zen leading m en a n d 

women of 'h ilke -Barre who agreed to se rve as the local committee, with 

whom I consulted from time to time in order to keep the d evelopment of the 

junior college in line with the needs of the community . Then, when the t ime 

came to brea the ties w"th B ckne1l iversity - when we could get a charter 

for the local institut on on it own, under its ow name, so that it could 

continue as an educational institu ion on its own charter , the local committee 

then became, automatically, the Board of Trustee s of the local college and 

we decided to call it Wilkes College; Gilbert ?vl cClintock then continued as 

chairman of the Board of Trustees of Wilkes College . There is a lot of 

other history ..... •. I'll just try to give you this particular phase of it in 

order to answer your question as to how Adn1iral Stark happened to become 

Chairman of the Board of Trustees at Wilkes C ollege. It's a long answer 

but you see how interwoven it is with everything that was happe ning. M ean-

while, Admiral Stark had given Bucknell Junior College the property of his 

sister, M rs. Chase, as one of the College's properties, on West River Street 

and had hewn his interest in Bucknell Junior College in that way - and in othe r 

ways . 
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One day I sat at this desk here in New York a n d had a p hone 

call from Wilkes-Barre; it wa s Gene Farley on the phone . He said, 11 ! have 

very sad news. Gilbert McClintock dropped dead 15 minutes ago. He hac, 

been at lunch at the Club and after lunch he was walking from the Club to his 

office and droppe dead . 11 ''Oh, 11 I said , "that's terrible. 11 And Gene said, 

"I'm phoning you to let you know. In the £1rst plac e, I know you'll want to 

come over for the services. 11 I said, 11 ! certainly will . 11 11 ln the second 

place, 11 he said, 11 You 1 re vice-chairman of the Board of T rustees and I 

want to ask if we may elect you now as chairman of the board of trustees in 

order that there will be no interruption of functioning of the board. 11 And , 

I said , 11 Gene , I will be acting chairman of the Board of Trustees for a few 

weeks until you can get permanently re-organized as a re sult of Gilbert's 

death, but I have a candidate who would be a much better chairman for the 

board than I would be. 11 11 W ell , 11 he said, 11 I don't know why you say that -

you're vice-chairman now and how could anybody be a better candidate for 

chairman than the vice-chairman? 11 I said, "I'll explain it to you: I'm not 

a r esident of Wilkes-Barre; I'm not known to the people of Wilkes-Barre; 

I'm known as the ?resident of Bucknell University - former Pres ident by 
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that time I had retired a President of Bucknell University - they know who 

I am and they know what I did in the early days in brin gin g Bucknell Junior 

Colle ge up and then helping t o get it r e ady to get its own char te r , but I' m 

not a citizen of Wilkes-Barre and I have no roots in Wilkes- Barre , bu t I 

have a candidate for you - a man of great distinction, wor d distinction, who 

is a native of Wilkes-Barre and is admired, respected, and loved by every-

body in Wilkes-Barre. 11 He said, 11 Who's that?" I said, "Admiral Harold 

Stark." I said, "I would suggest that you consult with the trustees and say 

that I will be willing to act as chairman, acting chairman, for the little 

time it will take you to call a meeting and get a chairman, but that Admiral 

Harold Stark has been nominated as chairman of the Board; get the reaction -

then if the reaction is favorable, proceed immediately. 

So, in a couple of days, Gene called back and he said, "Well, 

the reaction i8 very favorable here toward Harold Stark although there are 

those here who think it just natural that you should be elected chairman. 11 

And, I said, 11 Well, I appreciate that and I understand that, but they do agree 

that Harold would be a great chairman, don't they? 11 11 Yes, they do." "Well, 11 
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I said, 11 Let' 1 go forward and call a meeting; I'll come over and pre ide 

at it, we'll elect Harold chairman. 11 l said, "Have you con ulted Harold? 

Will he accept?" "Well," he said, "Should I do that? 11 "Yes , I think you 

ought to con ult Harold. 11 So he phoned Harold (I don't know whether lt wa s 

in Washin on or up at h ummer place) . He was ret'red at that time. 
' \ 

' \, v-, 
I ~ : ~• 

. , \]}, •.~ He was not a member of the Board o Tru tees, but he had contributed 
I\''., V I I ,,~.' 

\;l.~· ~~ , , "'""" 
, I I ) 

-''('v'\'' this Chase Hall, you see, and shown his interest. (I do not think he waa a 

}'',ti., 

member of the Board •••.•. you can check th t to m ke sure •••••. he may 

have been, but I doubt it.) So Gene lled me back in a day or two and he 

said, "Well, Harold thinks that you ought to be chairman, he'• a modest 

man, of course, but lf you won't accept it, be say• he will ace pt it, if 

elected, provided you will continue to be vice-chairman. 11 I said, "You call 

him back right away and say that I will be very proud to continue to be vice-

chairman, with him .as chairman, and I'll h lp him any way a vice-chairman 

can ·help a chairman. 11 

Admiral Stark •••... He was a very able and devoted chairman 

of the Board. He wae very, very much interested in all that wae going on 

and presided over the Board with reat kill and attention. He wa• not the 

----- - -------- - - ----- - - ------ - ---------------
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kind of chairman who would come to a meeting and say "Well, now I don 't 

know what's been going on here , but here we have ou r president. 11 - You 

know the kind - No, he would go over very carefully with Gene and with me 

before every board m e eting j u st eve rything that was going to come up, and 

why it was coming up. And what did we want to do, and o forth and so on. 

The three of us would be briefed on everything that was going to come before 

the Board. We would have a meeting perhap the evening before and under-

stand it all and each of us be ready to do our part in the presenting of each 

situation. If the re was anything out of the ordinary .•.•• Did anything vital 

or critic.al come up? Was there anything out of the ordinary at that time? 

There was indeed. There was the whole matter of the development pr gram. 

We had the problem of the growth of the facilities and faculty 

and the student body; and Admiral Stark was in favor of a big vision. Gene 

always had b efore us a vision of a college that would have as its very heart 

the highest standard of excellence , but at the same time would be a growing 

college - not just a little college, but a growing college in numbers, and in 

excellence, and in course content. He kept before us the concept of graduate 
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work - master's degrees, and so forth - which would introduce new cou r ses 

in science and education; which calle d for new faculty; which c a lled for n ew 

laboratories. And, h e w ould exp l ain t hi s to Admiral St a rk and to me -

primarily . We were the ones t hat gave Gene a ssurance t h a t w e would back him 

on the Board. ..And we had members of the Board who completely understood 

what he was up to and wanted to back him and we had others who half under-

stood it and went along because Gene and Admiral Stark and I were there 

and said this is what ought to be done. And we had some others who would 

go outside and say: 11 Well this will cost a lot of money·and this means that 

there will be another campaign, and that isn ' t good. - They'll be asking u 

for more money. 11 

It wasn ' t a split in th Board, but you have dif!erent kinds of 

people on every board but the fact that .Admiral Stark and Gene Farley and I 

were sitting up th re as Chairman of the Board and Vice-chairman of the 

Board, and President, wer up there sitting at the head of the table and we 

were toget her on these things. Anybody who would oppose us would have to 

r 
have a pretty good reason. 
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Wilkes College is a child o! probably the worst economic 

depression that Luzerne County and tha t whole area ever had - I don't mean 

to go back into hi tory - I don't know how far back it goes - but in my 

r ecollection. which has to do with the Thirties . Forties, Fifties, and Sixtie s . 

- -- -W 1.lkes College came out of the wor t era in tha period of four decades 

having to do with the collapse of the anthracite coal industry, the unemploy-

ment and the fact that the boys and girls of the Early Thirtie• were gradua-

ting from their high schools and corning to the end of any opportunity for 

schooling . These kids graduating from high school. bright as they were, 

(and the r e were lot of bright people in that Anthracite r egion) - these were 

very bright peoples - Scotch. Irish, Welsh - the best Anglo-Saxon stock -

along with a lot of 0 olish sto k, people with brain•; and those boy• and girh 

were graduating from high chool. .. period .•. that wae the end - no more 

school. They couldn't go away - their fathe rs had no job• - sit ing around at 

home, no work, no income - except maybe a little Minere' Union income ..... 

it was really sad. 

r 
I was on the Board of Trustees o! Bucknwll University at that time. 

The president of Bud<n 11 was Di·. Homer Rainey. who later became 
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president of the University of Texas , his alma mater . And a committee 

of three high school principals of that area - they were all Bucknell 

graduates - came down to see Dr . Rainey and reported to him thi s situation 

of bright boys and girls from their schools that were graduating and were 

Just t rown ou into the pile o The Unempioy~d without any chance, for most 

of them , of getting any further educa ion, and asked Dr. Rainey if he would 

send some of his Bucknell faculty up to Vv ilkes-Barre by car, sixty-five-mile 

drive, and offer some freshman classes to begin with to qualified students 

under the Bucknell Charter and give them at least one year of college educa-

tion - and maybe two - maybe make it a junior college; they didn't ask for 

anything beyond that. 

I do not know if they approached any other schools. I know State 

College is very unhappy that they asked Bucknell to do it . I know Penn 

State - afte r Buc knell did it - complained because they hadn't been a ked. 

It was a group of three Bucknell alumni who did it. A nd, they went to 

Lewisburg and asked Rainey for Bucknell to do it, and Rainey took it up 

with the Board of T 1·ustees and asked if he might do it. 

What was the reaction of the Boar ? Were there any a.ter atives? 
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The reaction was partly negative, partly affirmative. Bucknell at 

that time was running ,'i deficit of $100, 000. a year like most colleges were 

because the student enrollment was dropping off very very fast - this was 

in 1 32 and 1 33 - and you know that colleges suffe red a very se rious student 

loss and they were consequent y suffering a very, very serious income loss -

Bucknel was operating at a $100 , 000. a year loss, running up deficits 

which I had to repay when I became president a few years later. And , the 

deficit-conscious members of the &ard of Trustees said, ''No, this is 

going to cost us money . 1 1 And they said to Dr. Rainey , "Will this pay for 

itself?" And he tried to say it would (he was always an optimist anyway) 

and he didn't pay much attention to deficits anyway, as you ca~ believe when 

he was letting his own college run $100 , 000. into the hole and so there was 

some opposit ion to it that this would just add to Buaknell Is deficit, although 

it would rende r a good service up there but was that Bucknell' a business to 

do that an pay the bills for it. B\lt , it passed and Dr. Rainey was given the 

privilege of offering the freshman courses up the re. He put a couple of 

young Bucknell alumni (Sy Morgan was one of them who later became president 

of his company and he is a Bucknell alumnus, and a chap from Wilkes-Barre 
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named Herbert Lloyd) . He put them out on the field and they w ent around 

and solicited seniors g r aduating from those various high schools in the 

Wyoming Valley and solicited them to come to Bucknell classes and Se nator 

:i { L t '--.(_ 
Andrew Sordoni had had a mortgage on a wbc- 0 1 se ven-story business college 

building up there in the center of the city that had gone broke during the 

depression and he had taken over the ownership of that building. Bucknell 

rented that building as the site for tLese classes - which was well-equipped 

for it because it had been built for a business college and had classrooms 

and blackboards and admini trative offices and so forth. So, the first year, 

I think there were 190 or 195 well-qualified boys and girls came in there 

and enrolled as freshmen. 

How many faculty? 

Well, I don't remember them by name but I would think probably 

about ten. 

How was this directed? 

One of the faculty members (a teacher by the name of Isenhower was 

given the title of Director) but he was not a trained director, he was a 

professor in the education department at Bucknell - a very nice fellow, 

hard -working , good teacher - but the other teache ,s on the staff eally 
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didn't give him a chance. (There were a couple of them there particular:,y 

who wanted to run the show themselves or wanted to scheme up things behind 

his back and complain about thi s. that. and the other thhig.) They would go 

to thie committee - after I organized it - and complain to them. Well, thi1 

went on for about three yea1·s, and I got tossed U1 o the presidency of 

Bucknell in 1935; the Board of Trufitees was called into special seeaion 

in the fall of 1935 0 on short notice - less than a week 1 s notice - and I 

couldn't go over; I didn't know what this special session was for and I just 

sent word I couldn't go over - and they had a meeting over there and the 

purpose of the meeting was to ·receive the reeignation of Homer Rainey as 

president of Bucknell, because he had been appointed Director of a Commiaaion on 

Youth, an educational study of the needa of youth. And he wanted to take it 

and this meeting was called. Without consulting me at all, they elected 

me in my absence as president o! Bucknell. The Chairman of the Board c ame 

to see me the n~xt day and said that he wa sorry I couldn't be d the meeting 

and I said: !'Well, what happened?" and he said, ''You were elected president." 

And, I 11aid, "That's quite a happening." And I said'That's too bad, you'll 

have to have another meeting. 11 He said, 11 W hy is that? 11 I said , "I am not 
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going to leave my business; I've created this business and I have fifty men 

working for me and I'm not going to walk out on these men and, furthermore , 

I am not an educator and I don't want to be an educator and I have no intention 

of being an educator and for me to leave my business, my home, and all my 

interests her and say: ' I an1 he L·eby an educator. 1 Nothing doing.'' He 

said, ' ' Now wait a minute, you can't let us down like that. 1' "V, ell,' ' I sal , 

''Why didn't you talk to me about it before?" He said, "It was such a hurry. 

I was afraid you'd say that, that's why I didn1t talk to you about it beforehand. '' 

not 

,,-.- ll\\' ell," I 11aid, "I'r!!/going to leave my busin ss. P eople are dependent on 

me for their lives and homes. I like my work, too, ancl I don't intend to 

change it at my age - I'm forty years old,' "Well, 1 1 he said, ''¼ hat are we 

going to do about it? Can't you come over for a year or so and help \l.8 get 

another president? 11 I said, "I can do that, if you want me to.' He eaid, 

"Could you come over and be acting president for a year or two? 11 I said, 

"Well, on that basis, if you understand that I'm just coming as acting president 

fo1· a year ot· tvvo and I'm not going to take the job., . "Well, 11 he said. ''It'd be 

a wonderful relief i! you'd do that." Eo I went over as acting president for a 

year and, of course, they stopped looking for anybody right away, thi.olcing 
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they had m e. An d there I was. 

r 
, ' E had chapel every Thursd ay morning - it was m o r e a college 

m eeting than a r e ligious exer cise. .ft t the end of the year , a committee of 

s eniors rose u p just s I wa s about to di smiss the m eeting a n d a s k e d if they 

could present a petition to r.1e, /i.nd I said: 1'Yes, what is it', Come forward . " 

So they c2.me forward. It was a petition signed by all the two thou and student ■ 

of the coll ge, the faculty members and the administration , asking me to 

crop the 11 acting1 • from my title and be thei: president - which was ;. very 

motional thing, a very touching thing - I said: ''I c«n't answer thi at this 

mon ent; 1111 h a v e to take thh and think about it." So, I t ought about it 

und I ■aid: 11 e ll, you may drop the ' cting' and 1111 stay he r e for two 01 

three yea re. But I will continue only to give the time I've been giving, which 

i• Thu:-ad y , F dday and Sn.tu.rd y , and I ' ll continue to be pre• ident of Ma ·u 

nd Lundy, and the-re you are. /i n d I w ill not move here; I ' ll keep 1-riy home 

in the Ea t and I ' ll keep m y office in t h e East. An d, I said to the Trustee•: 

"If this euit a you, I'll be president for c, few ye ... u, meanwhile, we will loolr 

fo1· a pre1'dent; I'm dotng this for thes students. They want to call me 

p eeident lnstcnd of ·· cting p 1· e sident; but thi is just for a little while . 
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Do you want me to come on that basis?" They said, 1 Yes . •· So that's the 

way it was . It went on that way for ten years. Then I really q·.iit . 

It was while I was pres i dent of Bucknell that I selected Gene Fa cley . 

I did that the first year I was acting president of Bucknell; I got there in 1935 

as a ting ?,. e1::ndent and I founci - was also acting p:e · ent of Bucknell Juni0r 

College and that I h~c. to go up there once a week in addition to spending 

a couple of days at Lewisbu1·g: I had to ddve up there one of those days . 

And I found that some decisions had to be made: We either had to go out 

of business and say- "We were here during the Depression; we answered the 

call and now it ' s ove,. , or , I had to take the next step and create a permanent 

~rnpus . 

\\'HAT WAS TH£ Rl!.. .ACTIOr TO THIS O . THE PAHT OF THE 

BUCKNELL TRUSTELS? 

They didn't like it at all. They thought that the junior college was 

d ra ning away resources from ucknell . They didn 't like it; that is , the se 

who lived down that way . 'Ihe ones who lived around VI' ilkes-Ba rre liked it 

I 

very much. They didn't rnake an issue of it , though, for anybody hut me -

on or two of the1n, including the treasurer was nasty about it, but he was 
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just n sty by nature. 

I gave you this long story now , but maybe I gave it to you at the wrong 

place . V. hat you asked me was about the development of the scientific 

rathe r than the libe ral arts , and the reason I told you this point was that the 

junior college was born o t oi an econo ic <.ris1s that might be called also 

a scientific crisis - in the science o econornic o ganizat·on - and when I 

l>ecame president of Bucknell , I saw that the re we re two things absolutely 

necessary if this institution was to go on: Either it had to quit, or i£ it were 

to go on, there had to be two things in addition to what it had: It had to 

have an able , unusual , devoted, dedicated head; and it had to have its own 

campus in addition to its faculty and its student body. Its student body had 

risen every year - freshrnen and sophomores , that's all. So , I asked my 

' I ' /1 

/i!'1l,l;£.,Bu~~'1;\• I dean down at Bucknell - Dr. r~ , who did all the work of 

recruiting professors and so forth for Bucknell University - to use his usual 

contacts to find a man who c uld be designated antl employed as director 

of the Junior College. This is where Gene Farley comes in . 
IL t' t 't / C 1 ' 

Dean Ryman '4· 
V 

-=.......-,"e went down to Philadelphia and interviewed the dean at the University 

of :>ennsylvania f;chool of Education and asked the dean down there if he had 
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a ··ecent gri'3duate who would be a suitable can<lictate as Director of the 

Bucknell Junior College at V ilkes-Ba rre. He went over his recollections 

of students of the last ten years , and he said, "Yes , I have a man - he 1 s 

over in Newark, New Jersey, as direc t or of research over there. He's a 

Cuaker, a good-looking fellow , with a nice personality, able , -- - his narre 

is Fugene F arJ ey and he 1 s the best graduate student I've had in the last ten 

years . He could cio thil, job if he were interested.'' And that's how we heard 

about Gene Farley. 

So I phoned Gene Farley at Newark and invited him to come ove · to 

V. ilkes-Barre . And he came ov er and spent two days. Now , V-.. ili-.es-P,a:-re 

was a dead city. It was discouraged . People were down; employment was 

down. I told you this business school had gone into bankruptcy - an<l a lot 

of other things had gone into bankruptcy . I showed Gene the student and 

the faculty. I kept him close to me the two days he was there , but he slipped 

off for a couple of hours (I didn't realize it at the time , but he told me later) 

and he went around the town - just walked in on people - and asked about 

V. ilkes-B, rre. Ev rybody he asked gave him an awful report. They told 

him it was dead and would never ick up. 1 'It 1 s r one, ' ' they sa id , " the 
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anthracite business is dead; there's no hope for it. N w fuels and new 

ethods of heat ing have taken its place. There's no hope for the future . ' 

V; hen he told them he wao conside ring a JOb in\ , ilkes-Bc:..rre, they said, 

'['on't come h ere; you're licked b efore you start . It' s a dead city. Go 

sorne her e w. e e there's ... fu 1.1.-e, er 's no ·uture here - only the 

He went ba4:k home, s id he w~ nted to think ~bout it a while, a.n et he 

would call me. In about a week, he called rue and said that he and Eleanor -

I.lea.nor had been with him, his wi e - had be n thi king about it. An, { 

"V ' e ' ve been thinkin about it and we'll take it. 1 I was mazed becau e I 

didn't think he would take it: He'd given me some hint of what he' learned 

of the town. l said, ''I got the idea that you g ot .;,. pretty bad picture of 

V ilkes-B rre out of the o n . 11 He said he hacl. He said, 'That's why I'rn 

going to take it . •· ' " \A hy," I said, ' explain t at to me." ' V ell, ' he s •• id, 

"For two rea ons. In the first pl ce, I want a tough job, one that's a 

challenge. .P.nd in the scc.:ond place, I c n see it's soi 1ething th t needs •u 

he done. I .tno it's a t ugh job, but it needsto be done. I think I c "n co it, 
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and I want to try. " 

Well, that's the spirit of Gene Farley. 

One reason he came , he told me afterward, (in addition to his 

primary reason which he, as an educator, had - which was to do a good 

ducational job) wati that he felt he could he p that commun ty find new life 

through new resources . He didn't know what, but he just felt that with 

those people out there - they were educated people - they were a good 

type of intelligent, hard-working people; he just felt that they needed some 

new ideas, some new stimulus, some new help and guidance in finding ways 

to create new livelihoods. And, hP- would like to help them do it. 

And this comes back to your emphasis on science, because immediately 

after he got established and got into the life of the community, as well as 

the life of the College, he began to work with committees, began to serve 

as one of the leaders of the committees to bring new industry there, and that 

new industry required new thinking, new ideas, and it required the training 

of men in science, in physics, in chemistry, in elec ronics, and in engineer-

ing, and in all aspects of mathematics and science; and that, I think, may 

have been the reason that he put more emphasis on science at o.n.i stage than 
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he did on the a rte, although he more recently has put the greater emphasis 

on the arts after he got the Stark Laboratory and the graduate maps built 

to help in the achievement of his hopes for building up the aids to developing 

educated men in the sciences. 

AFTER SPUTNIK, DID THE 11 SCIENCE HYSTERIN' AFFECT 

WILKES? DID THE TRUSTEES WANT TO PUSH FASTER IN SCIENCE? 

No I don't think it ever came up in the Board. I don't recall that 

it did. I think that it was Farley's own concept of. what the community needed. 

We did not have on the board any persons who were original thinkers in 

educational processes. They were community leaders in general, as I think 

back over them I can't identify any of them as having made any contributions 

along the line that you suggest. 

WAS THE SCIENCE BUILDUP IN THE 60s REACTIONARY OR WAS 

IT DEFINITELY PLANNED? 

No, this was a response of Farley's to what he regarded as the 

community need of developing new re sources - which be did. As you know, 

he brought branches of eight or ten corporations to establish plants there. 

I don't know whether or not he did it personally, but he was very active 
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in it. He came over here to ew York and interviewed per•ons, along with 

others. They had a development committee over there - with a full-time 

man in charge and - I don't know whether or not you know the groups that 

did this - well, this man was a very able fellow, and Farley worked with 

him very we l, and th y though very highly of each other. But, there were 

certain community leaders over there - n:i they are leaders in the com-

munity - and I won't undertake to name them ecau• I may get the names 

wrong, but I recognize them when I see them - who are not helpful, to say the 

least, to these ideas - and Farly got out of touch with some of them bee u1e 

he was too far out in front in those very ideas. 

It w • Admiral Stark who found the money for Farley'• concept 

of the new Stark Laboratory and the Graduate Center . It was a friend 

of Admiral Stark; the three of us were struggling to raise that money for 

the laboratory and one day, a ertain man who is a friend of Admiral Stark, 

phoned Gene and said, "Harold'• been telling me about the new laboratory 

that you need, and I agree with you that it' e needed, but I'd like to ask you 

just one question: If we give the funds for it, would you be favorable toward 

naming it for Harold Stark? What an unnece11ary question f v., hy, w would 
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have been only too proud - under any circumstances - to name it for 

Harold Sta rk. 

Gene called me up right away and said, "What will I tell them? 11 I 

said , "You tell them, money or no money, we'd just love to name it for 

Harold Stark. 11 

That whole emphasis on the laboratories and the graduate work 

came out of economic need of the community, and really came because 

certain of these co eporations whom Gene visited over in New York said to 

him: 11 We are going to establish some plants outside of the city in new 

locations. We' re not going to establish a branch plant anywhere, in any 

community, that does not provide an opportunity for our personnel to take 

graduate work in science. We want these men - men on the way up - to 

continue their educational preparation for higher tasks, and they want to 

continue; they don't want to stop at the bachelor level. They want to go on 

to Master's. Do you have any masters in physics , chemistry, etc. ? 11 

Gene came back and reported that to Harold and me; we , th,ree of us , agreed 

that for the good of the community as well as the good of the College , there 

had to be some master 's levels, or the college and the community would 
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suffer a real loss . 

DURI NG THIS PERIOD OF 1959-1 964, WHEN THERE WAS SO 

MUCH THAT HAD TO BE DONE IN PLANNING FOR THE SCIENCES, WAS 

IT POSSIBLE THAT THE REST OF THE COLLEGE SUFFERED? 

~ o. The rest of the college did not have to pay the b11ls; all the 

money that was put into science in that period was , iven for that purpoae. 

WHAT ABOUT EMPHASIS ON PL.ANNING? 

There was no relaxation of exphasis on planning. Every time 

that we had a campaign for any one thing , we presented the next steps 

in the brochure. (You can confirm this by looking at the brochures.) 

You'll find that we presented the next steps. This is not the end of Wilkes 

College : The next step is a Fine .Arts Center; next step le a gymna ium; 

next step is a library. We were always stretching their imagination to 

the next step, and do you know something ? We've achieved the next step 

in every one of those things: The gym, the library. the fine arts center -

we were leading the friends of v,, ilkes along to the comprehensive develop-

ment of the college all the time. We were not saying to them: You get the 

money for this science center, and that will be all that Wilkes College is 
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ever going to need. No - the next step is a library. At that point, some 

of the narrow-minded trustees said: "Well, what will the library cost ? 

Can we build one for about $500 ,000 ?" And Farley's reply was: " You can 

get a libra ry for $500, 000, but you can't get the libt::ary that Wilkes needs 

for $500,000. rt "We 1, tt they a -ed, "How much will the library that Wilkes 

needs cost?" "Two and a half million dollars . rt "WHAT?" "Yes ..••. 

$2,500,000." You know something'? They got the $ 2,500 , 000. for the new 

library just like that . Now the next thing that you need is an a rt center. -

A center for the practicing arts . "How much will that cost ?" I think, as 

originally stated, it would have cost about $ 750,000. But I'm not going to 

say how many times that it's costing - and paid for - but it's quite a lot . 

If people complain that the emphasis on Science in 1959 interfered 

with the development of the arts - just ask them: What development of 

the arts, the library or the fine arts building ? It is an amazing thing about 

the development of Wilkes College: Success in one phase has been surrounded 

by successes in the other essential phases; it's been a comprehensive 

development. Farley has kept all aspects of it before the constituancy. 



ARNAUD MARTS ZS 

Some people have said: I'll do this, and some people have said: I'll do 

that, and so on; and no one phase has had to suffer because of generosity 

to another phase. - At least in m y opinion, if it has I'm not aware of it. 

WAS THE WILKES CHARTER ONLY DEPENDENT ON A $500,000. 

ENDOW M E T? 

That was a money requirement (I've forgotten the exact requirements), 

but it was dependent upon the judgment of the people in Harrisburg - at the 

State Education Department - as to the soundness of our instruction and our 

faculty, on the educational competence of our faculty , and ou president; 

and on our course offerings, on the product that had been produced up to 

that time - they made a very careful study of it, and of the students that 

had been graduated,and the general e teem in which the col.e ge was held 

and the number of Ph.D. s on the faculty - all those thing - but there was one 

dollar requirement and that was that the college had to have an endowment 

of at least $500 ,000. In other words, it couldn't be entirely dependent on 

tuition income and current giv,ing. 
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Re: Conyngham horn • .•..•.•. It was staffed with a ~sta££ of 

servut all yea r round, and it was quite expensive for he r (not that that 

was any bother to her). I wondered how I could see her; and a friend t oJ.d 

me that she lived at the Plaza Hote l in New York and that she also had a 

nephew, an insurance bro er, w o had an otf· ce downtown n New York . 

.<.:t,.i,,., .. ,,i/ 
He r n her b sin • for her; hi name wa rtt1eee-l-l. So I w ent to see this 

nephew of hers and a ed him if he thought hi aunt would be w illing to 

A J, 
give her home, over on F'~ Street, to Buckne ll Junior College. Well, 

he said, ''V, hat's Buckn 11 Junior College?" So, I explained it to him: 

I aid they could use it for educational purpo es for boys and girl of 

that area . And it might be a comfort to her to know that her home waa 

being used that way, for educational purposes. And it would save her the 

expense of running it, if that' • any c oncern to her. He said that it might 

be. So , that' a the way that happened. 

Her gift was announced in the newspaper . .A bout a week later, 

Admiral Stark's nephew, who works in a bank up in Wilkes-Barre, came 

,......._ 

to see Gene, and said, "My uncle, Harold Stark in Vv ashington, read about 

Mr1. Conyngham giving her house to the Junior College and he asked me 
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U I thought the college would like to have his sister's house, Mr . Chase. 

She bought a new house - her husband was head of the Lehigh Navigation 

Company; they had just built it a couple of years before they died. It's a 

relatively new house. And they left it to Harold; be doesn't need it; he has a 

home ·n Wa sh"ngton and a ummer ome up here nth mountain • He wanted 

to know if you migh like that ome." ¼ ell, Gene phoned me and asked whet~e r 

we'd like P dmiral Stark's home. (I had, JU ta few weeke before, given Admiral 

Stark an honorary degree at Bucknell - as chief of naval operations.) I said, 

"We sure would.'' So that was the second. 

• il<. (..UlJ t ·~ 
Then Gilbef\ got in touch with me nd said, "I wish you'd go 

to see All n Kirby and ask him for his father's home. It' a right next door 

to the Ch 1e home and he doesn't u1e it . It's a bothe r to him; he doesn't 

want to live there in Wilke - Barre . H e hate a W ilke1 - Barre , and he says 

the people of Wilke - Barre hate him. .And he doesn't want to be here anymore; 

he's got a home pin New Jersey. 1' I said , "Vv hy don't you ask him?'' He 

said: ''He hates me and I hate him. We couldn't do any bu1ine together, but 

I dink maybe you could. 11 So I said, 11 \\ ell, I'll try. 1' I was living over in 

Pl ·nfiel d, ew Je rs ey - that w s my home - I called him up from my office 
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here and asked if I could come to s ee him . "All right , 11 he said , " but what do 

you want to see m e about , Bucknell Junio r Colleg ? 11 I sa id, "Y es. " "Well. " 

he said, "you can't hav e that buildin g , if that ' s wha t you want. '' We ll , I said, 

"Can I come an d s e e y ou ? 11 An d he said, " Yes , com e next Sunday afternoon. " 

He told me how to reach it, and drove over. 

It was a nice pleasant Sunday afternoon. We s at out on bi s 

porch. ' ' I'm glad to have a visit from you, 11 he said , "but I'll tell y ou before 

you tart that you can't have my father's home. 11 Well , I s a id , ''"That's plain 

enough, but do you mind t lling me why Buckn 11 Junio r College c 't hav e 

your father's home for the benefit o the ed cation of the boys and girh of that 

area? Your father waa greatly interested in the education of boy • and girh; 

he wa very genel·oua to your own alma mater, Lafayette, a nd to othe r in atitu-

tlons. He wa a v ry generous man. He had great faith in education. You 

don't use the home, do you?" Vvell , he said, "I hav 1ome of my fathe r'• 

paintings in there. He had wante it to b e t e beginning of an art gallery for 

V-, ilkes-Barre, and I have some of hi painting• there. But I don't uae it • 

/ ..... 

a home.' Well, I said, "I don't want to press you i! you've made upyour 

mind, but you have a reason; is it a good reaaon? 1 1 "Yes, 11 he aid, "I'll tel 
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you the reason . The r eason is that my f ather's chauffeur and his wife, who 

wae my father 's maid, live in roo1ns over my father's garage. And he promised 

them they could stay there as long as they lived. And by God I'm going to 

keep his promise to them and no goddamn Bucknell can eve r have that garage 

as long as they live." And, I said, ' ' \\T ell, Mr . Kirby, if you'd give that 

property to Bucknell University, we'd be very very glad to keep your father's 

promise to them." "You would? 11 , he s aid . '0£ cour s e, we w ould. W e wouldn't 

touch the garage as long as they lived - if that's the way you want it. 11 He 

said, "Is that so. Well, what would you do about tho e paintings in my father's 

home?" Well, I said, "We'd be happy to keep that parlor the re where the 

paintings are as a small art gallery and give it protection. " "You would, " 

he said. "Yes, of course, we would. We'd be prou d to. 11 "What would you 

use the rest of the building for?" "We'd use the re s t of the building for a 

library.'' "Is that so . Well , that put s a new thought in m y mind, 11 he said. 

"But there's one other question I want to ask you. Some body told me that 

you and Gilbert McClintock said that you wouldn't ake any more of those 

houses unless the donor would give you a small endowment that would pay for 

the actual physical upkeep of the houses, like painting and repairs. I 
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couldn 1t do that . I wouldn 1t be abl e to do that. Maybe I could give y ou 

my father's home under the circumstanc es that you m ention, but I couldn ' t 

give you any endowment £or upkeep . " V,,, e ll . I said, "How m u ch does it cost 

you for repair s and upkee p on tha t hom e ?" Well , he sai d, 11 It coats me about 

five hundt' ed ablla r s a yea r . ' 1 I said, "Th at would take cl.bout a ten thousand 

dollar enclowment , at five per cent. wouldn't it?" " Yes . that's right , " he 

said. \', ell. I a aid, 11 V.' ould you give half of that if I raise the other half from 

son1e othe , source? 11 " Well , I guess I could do that , 11 he said. So , we got 

that home. 

Dr. and Mrs. Farley lived on the top floor of Kirby Hall for 

yea t·s - a very unselfish thing , too . And. before we got Kirby Hall. they did 

the same thing over in that ~ building that F r ed Vv eckeaser gave me - behind 

Conyngham Heall. It was used for a girls' do r mitory for a while. It was a 

three-story brick home , -.D4 th eylivw on tbe-toP-!lO-Or o{ that; They were 

really unselfish people - they we re devoted to the job and they paid the price 

for it. 

V. HA T WAS THE FULL EXTENT OF THE PRICE THAT THEY 

PAID? 
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It was utter devotion to the college: Anything for the good of the 

college and its students , anything that the institution needed - they adjusted their 

lives to it. They made the college the b ig thing in their life , along with the ir 

own children and their family. They brought up a fine family , you know, a 

wonderful fam ily - two boys and a girl. They had a splendid home life. They 

would change their own plans, if necessary, at a moment's notice; they liv ed 

I 
} •'l.,lll t l,..,i 

building that Mr. Weckesser bui-l-t-for his daughter when she married. (When 
I 

her marriage broke up, she didn't want it anymore; he gave it to me for the 

junior college.) They llved there - ;ust on the top ftoor. I gues they had 

s_pm-e---kintroI a little-ki-t h-eft-Gn-t-he-tGf) £loot where they cooked the ir meats. 

And, then on the top floor of Kirby Hall. For a college president and his 

wife to live there, you know I Then, one of the trustees , a very generous 

woman, bought the president's house and gave it to the college for them to 

live in. It was that wonderful spirit of Gene and Eleanor that won them the 

support of the most generous contributors to Wilkes College . 

We loved them both; my wife , Ann, and Eleano ; just loved each 

oth er. Eleanor was a very lovely woman - so unselfish, so kind. Everyon 
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who knew Elenor was devoted to her becau e he was so devoted to him and 

to the college . Such a wonderful p1nsonality - a beautiful girl, and very talented: 

She was a wonderful musician. And , she just killed h erself by carrying on her 

activities and dev<>tion afte r ehe had had two o three very aeriou heart attacks; 

her heart JU8t w sn't up to i anymo e. Gene couldn't get her to relax and give 

in to her heart. They were a great pair; they loved each other and were loved 

by all the oeople who were of their own caliber. 

WHO V·E E THF OT F PEOPLE ,,.\.HOV,, ERE INVOLVED WITH 

THE COLLEGE I ITS EARLY DAYS? 

The major ones, of course, were Gilbert McClintock and 

Daniel Roberts , Andrew Sordoni, Jim Hard•, Charle Miner, Mrs . Darte, 

the paetor of the Baptist Church there, Bucknell man, and Dr . Sam Davenport, 

jtHi) I, :,1tH J.~t..l• tfc'<-- 'tt.rt,,[1,u,.,JJlnt;'lJ uu h,11.1 ,, 

-/\fl/le was a Cornell graduate , he was very active ln the early days. 

An amusing thing happened. He had a home down on "'est River Street; he 

wa in Bermuda on a vac ation when the announcement was made of one of 

these homee being given to Bucknell Junior College - I think it wae the second 

one - and we wer wo1·king Oh down toward where he lived, you eee. He lent-
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He sent me a cable gram from Bermuda, and it read s omethin g like this: 

''Please don't take my home for the jun io r college until I can g et back a n d t alk 

with you abou t it . ' ' 

THAT WAS STERN, WASN 'T IT , JULIUS STERN? Ste r n ! Yee. 

He was very active in the beginning. 

WAS THERE ANY PRESSURE PUT ON THESE PEOPLE TO 

DONATE THEIR HOMES? 

I've told you about the first three. No, it became a matter of 

general interest. The re was no pressure we could put on them at all. It was just 

a matter of being involved in something that was very popular - building a college 

there for the boys and girls of that community and doing it uccesefully in a 

way that the community approved. It became a community honor to participate. 

As I said to you a moment ago , no one asked Admiral Stark. He called 

up from V, ashington and had his nephew ask Gene if the junior college could 

use the Chase home. It was the response of generous people to a community 

undertaking that had community approval. And they wanted to help. I can't 

remember putting any undue pressure on anybody - succes fully. I tried 

hard to buy a piece of property, or to acquire it, somewhere between 
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Conyngham and Chase - a very desirable piece of property for the college -

but the owner would not give any consideration to it at all, because he wasn't 

that kind of man . You know giving i s an express ion of a certain spirit. There 

are people who give because they want to be helpful. And, there are other 

people with even more means who don't 6ive, beca se they're not that kind 

of peop e. 

sat on the front porch of Daniel C . Roberts' home one time. 

HiS" home now beJangs to Wilkes College; it's down on West River Street past 

the point. He gave me quite a lot of money for Bucknell. He was one of the 

original partners in the Vvool orth Company, he and Frederick Weckesse r 

and Allan Kirby's father were all original partners in the F. W. Woolworth 

Company; that's where their money came from. I became acquainted with 

Danlel Robe rte through Andy Sordoni. They had places together side-by-side 

out on the lake; Andy introduced me to Daniel Roberts and we became good 

friends. He used to give me Woolworth stock for Bucknell and he gave me 

funds for the junior college. In fact , his daughter had me come down and 

officiate at his funeral as a layman. I eat out on his front porch one day - we 

had lunch together inside - no, I guess it was in the parlor in ide because if 
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we were out on the front porch , he couldn 't have talked to me like he did . W e 

sat in the front parlor and an old man w ent by, about his age - he was eighty 

or so . He said, "Do you see that old coot? 11 I said I did. He aid , "I feel 

sorry for him.' ' .And I said, ' 'W hy do you feel so rry for him , Mr . Roberts ? 11 

He said, ' B ecause e's never l earned how to get any fun out of his money, 

like you've taught me. 11 I said , ''What do you mean by that? 11 Well, he said, 

"You've taught me how to give my money to help young people get an education. 

And, I'm having a great time doing it. A nd, it isn't hurting me any; I' ve got 

all the money I need and al my daughter needs and all her family needs. I' ve got 

it all put away - I know just what I'll need. And what I'm giving you, none of 

us need. They like to have me do it; they enmuage me to do it . A n d I'm getting 

a lot of fun out of it - I'm helping young peoFle get aneducation. where otherwise 

they wouldn't get it. You've shown me how to have fun with my surplus money . 

That old coot - he's never learned. 11 I said, ''What's he do with his money?" 

"Oh, 11 he said, "he has a game he's played all of his life. His game i to be 

worth more on December 31 than he was on January l of the same year. And, 

he watches himself all year long about spending and about investing. And, if 

he's worth more on December 31 than he was on January 1, he's just as happy 
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as a lark; He's won the game. And, that's his whole life; all year round 

he's just watching every dollar to see that it's bringing in something that will 

make him worth more at the end of the year than he was at the b ,eginning. I 

feel sorry for the old coot.'' 

There are people like that, you know. He said, ''That old man's 

worth just the same as I am. 11 And, he told me what he was worth; he said, 

" I'm worth two and a half million dollars. And. he's worth just what I am. 

And think of the fun he could get out of some of it." 

DO YOU RECALL OTHERS WHO HAVE GIVEN TO THE COLLEGE 

IN THAT WAY? 

I do. but thei r gifts have never been announced publicly and I 

think you'd better let them stay that way. Some of them are very sensitive 

on that subject . 

ARE THE CRITERIA FOR ESTABLISHING A M,&.STER'S DEGREE 

PROGRAM IN THE LIBERAL ARTS DIFFERENT FROM THOSE FOR ESTABLISH. 

ING SIMILAR PROGRAMS IN THE SCIENCES? 

I haven't been a party to that decision, so I don't know the 

.:: eason for it, but I would assume from my general knowledge that the 
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master's degre e -granting institution would be quit e imp o r tant t o the 

\\-yoming Valley - if they don't al r dy have one. And, n tu r ally those who 

have their bachelor's from W ilke1 w oul d probably find it mo r e conveni ent 

to get their maste r' th r e, t oo . But, isn't an a dvancement in sala r y beyond 

a certain evel depe dent upon a master' degree in the public school s ystem? 

I think so; I don't know how extensive thoct it. I know it is in N ew York Cit y . 

VvO LD YOU SAY THAT THE EXPERIMENT YOU HELPED 

BEGI AT VvILKES HA& BEE SUCCESSFUL? 

I ce1·tainly would . I'd say it wa1 lar e ly due to Gen e Farley. 

I think bringing Gene there w a the move that assured ita ucc e s s . He made 

it a uccesa. It waan't a ucceaa - beyond ju s t a s tatistical aucc sa - u p to 

that time: there was a teaching faculty th re , yes , but it was not an orderly 

faculty. I'm not an educator , but I'm a n organizer . I'm a manage ment man, 

not an educator. But, I knew immediately when I arrived at the Buckne ll 

Junio r ollege that it primary nee d w a s manageme nt . Vv e had competent 

teachers th re, but we had no manage ment; the management was sixty-fiv e 

miles away, and that was n't adequate . These teachers could qu rrel with 

ach other and undercut each other and JU8t be a group of teachers without 
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any compact group spirit at all. They had to have management in orde r to 

develop re spe ct among the stud nts and in the Commu n ity . And , the fi r s t 

mo. t important contribut ion I made w as m a nagement , w h ich wa s Ge ne Farley . 

.A nd , the second most important on e was the c a mpus , which he h elp e d m e 

very great y to do . I could.n 1t have done it alone , because we had to have 

management there that the community had confidence in. The community didn't 

know me. There 1 s a fellow named Marts back there somewhere who's back of 

Gene Farley. But they knew Gene Farley and had confidence in Gene Farley. 

THERE ALV. A YS SEEMS TO HA VE BEEN A DESIGN ON 

FAE LE:Y'S PART . IS THAT TRUE: COULD HE SEE TEN YEARS AHEAD? 

Yes . That's right. He had a design, and it was a sound 

educational design. He knew when to open up the enrollment to outside 

students, Odginally, it was just a local student operation - that's what its 

purpose was - and there were important members of the Board who didn't 

like the idea of bringing in students from five hundred miles away. ("That 

isn't what 'Ne had in mind when e started this college , 11 they 1 d say.) But , 

Farley knew that you couldn't build the kind of college you ought to have, just 

on the basis of a commuting institution. You wanted them, yes. But, you 
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wanted a wider geographical distribution , too - a wider cultural distribution. 

T he c ollege now has these students , I guess . (I don't know what the 

percentage from Wyoming Valley is now , but it 1 s not as large a percentage 

as it was in the beginning , is it?) 

E N D O F I 1 T E V IE , \ 


