
Alumni Magazine of thniversity of Pennsylvania

THE ART ofMAKING MONEY PLENTY?

London

X<’V'k>* ijjn.h) ,hhn H'allisX.'it’Lu.t<hilr,ftmt.

in every Mans Pocket;
Jiv



■ tectcd and institution-supported” envi­
ronment for learning.

The way he personally carried it out
was as a long-term faculty' master. Stu­
dents began returning to on-campus
residences in the late ’70’s and early
’80’s, he said, and he envisioned a resi­
dential experience that would provide
them with the programs and services
necessary to create a “home away from
home.” He invested energy, as he put
it, “to support, to try and create com­
munities for the students who, when
they left the classroom, would not be
so tossed into the Lord of the Flies jun­
gle of the Quad.”

The beauty of his touch was that it
was never obtrusive or heavy-handed.
He gave guidance that led to a perfect
balance of a student’s independence
and that individual’s sense of commu­
nal interest and responsibility.

MARIE E GEHRET, a senior communications major, —
resident tn her freshman year and afterward worked in the Hill office
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Bob Lucid Says Goodbye to All That
The mon hod o vision befitting Us name, and o solid sense of how to achieve it.

By Marie E. Gehret

O
ut of this transition came his avid interest in the environ­
ment that conditions the classroom experience. He re­
called: “As I increasingly became aware that the

classroom and die students in it existed in an institutional setting,
in a very slow, subliminal way as an educator, I started becoming
interested in that institution and in that setting.” In other words,
a great academic experience is not possible without a structure
that makes die classroom (shordiand for that great academic ex­
perience) possible. The student might not realize it—in fact, most
of the faculty' and even administration might not realize it—but an
institution fosters a student’s education not only by providing a
room with scats and hiring a capable teacher, but also by provid­
ing a total context for education to happen. Accordingly, Lucid
aspired to make permanent what he called an “institution-pro-

I
n May, Hill House staff and alumni hosted ani intimateretire
ment partv for a friend and colleague, Dr. Robert Lucid, p
fessor of English. As Lucid had been faculty' master of HU

House since 1979, Hill Dining seemed the most appropnare set

ting for his farewell.
Earlier this semester, Lucid surprised the campus when he an­

nounced his retirement from Penn, citing a physical c ls°r er
called macular degeneration, which destroyed die reading a 1 it}
in his right eye. After the semester was finished, he and his wife,
Joanne, moved to Wilkes-Barre, Pa., where he will concentrate on
his authorized biography of Norman Mailer; the w’ork, originally
book-length, is now' expected to be three volumes.

The Hill House event w'as just one of many that honored the
Lucids. This one marked the end of an exhausting “move-out
day.” He gave remarks that were of
good cheer, all things considered, and =
that expressed both his obviously c
heartfelt appreciation and characteristic -
wit. Tracy Krause Feld, ’90 C, Hill’s ~
acting assistant dean in residence, read ?
a letter by one of her predecessors, Dr.
Peyton R. Helm, ’80 Gr, now' vice
president for development and alumni
relations at Colby College. He ex­
pressed a sentiment of many: “It seems
impossible that Hill House can con­
tinue to exist without the Lucids hold­
ing down the northwest corner.”

Lucid’s retirement ended a thirty-
two-year Penn career with three “cen­
ters”—the English department, the
central administration, and residential
life. When Lucid came to Penn, teach­
ing, or as he put it, “the classroom,”
was his whole world. He taught mod­
em American literature written during 
what he calls a period of “great crisis and apocalyptic emergency'.”
And he took the self-discovery gained by the writers, often at their
great personal cost, to heart. He feels it impassioned him, and it
w'as what he aimed to encourage his students to explore in them­
selves not an easy goal because in the W'rong hands it could be­
come fuzzy. Lucid was good at his calling. He called his teaching
style “improvisational,” attributing it to his love of jazz and im
prov comedians. “By far,” he said, “I did my best teaching at
Penn. I got into the art of teaching and worked at it very hard ”

In 1974 he was lured into administration and faculty politics
when named head of the graduate program in English Within
two years he was elected chairman of the Faculty Senate and later
chairman of the English department. He went on to a dozen
other posts and offices.

Hill House was his domain for this vision. He created a resi­
dential arrangement based on student governance and (in his
P rase) an out-of-classroom community' landscape.” One result
was die design and building of Hill Dining. He revitalized Hill’s
pottery studio, but he also relocated it to make way' for one of the
htst computer laboratories in a Penn dorm. He redecorated Hill’s

us allery and inaugurated Gallery dinners, to which Penn s
-J acconiP'‘s'lcd alumni and faculty' were invited to chat with

selves into>Hiil',rCtt^ ^°0<^ ^°d' brought classrooms them-
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Lucid: a master ar his calling.


