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ENDNOTES
By J. Michael Lennon, editor

From an initial pool of approximately 800 items, Mailer selected about

190, drawing on nearly 100 different sources. He then added approximately 50

more items, which were either written expressly for this book, or were taken from

the transcripts of recent, unpublished interviews or forums on writing Mpst-ofthe

- previouslyipublished selections have been edited by him for clarity, redundancy

'anddmproved syntax. In all but a few instances, he has eliminated the questions

of his interviewers, occasionally incorporating the gist of them in his replies.

Often he has expanded his comments; just as often he has cut them, as a

comparison with the originals will demonstrate. But in all cases he respected the

spirit of the exchanges: his interlocutors of the past will easily recognize Mailer’s

answers. As he was selecting and editing the final items, he was also considering

various ways to order them, ultimately settling on six categorical chapters, four in

Part One, and two in Part Two. His appraisals of other writer s and artistic genres,

and most of the longer essays in the book, come in Part Two.

To satisfy those who wish to know the provenance of an interview excerpt

or that of any other item, the following endnotes give both the original place of

publication, and, whenever possible, the most readily available reprint. To aid

readers who would like to obtain the full, original source, inclusive page numbers

are given for all items. Those seeking more context or nuance on these matters

are advised to consult a recently published reference work, Norman Mailer:



1 Works and Days, by J. Michael and Donna Pedro Lennon, published by Sligo

2 Press, 67 South Pioneer Ave., Shavertown, PA 18708. Web site:

3 http://www.normanmailerworksanddays.com/

http://www.normanmailerworksanddays.com/
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7 “Man is the dwarf of himself.” Ralph Waldo Emerson i
4 " '--------- -------:—--------------------------------- - \
9 “He lived at a little distance from his body, regarding his own acts

iq with doubtful side-glances. He had an odd autobiographical habit
11 which led him to compose in his mind from time to time a short
12 sentence about himself containing a subject in the third person and a
13 predicate in the past tense.” James Joyce, “A Painful Case”
14
is “In out holiest moment our devil with a leer stands close at hand. I
16 was never so rapid in my virtue but my vice kept up with me. We are
17 double-edged blades, and every time we whet our virtue the return
18\ stroke straps our vice.” Henry David Thoreau, Journals
19
20 “Every man with self-respect enough to become effective, if only as a
21 machine, has had to account to himself for himself somehow, and to
22 invent a formula of his own for his universe, if the standard formulas
23 failed.” Henry Adams, The Education of Henry Adams
24
25 “A culture is not a flow, nor even a confluence; the form of its
26 existence is struggle, or at least debate—it is nothing if not a
27 dialectic.” Lionel Trilling, “Reality in America”
28

29 “A man must ride alternately on the horses of his private and his
30 public nature, as the equestrians in the circus throw themselves
31 nimbly from horse to horse, or plant one foot on the back of the one
32 and the other foot on the back of the other.” Ralph Waldo Emerson,
33 “Fate”
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First Draft (fragment) of Preface to Reflections on the Spooky Art
by Norman Mailer

Let me begin with a caveat emptor. For those who do not know Latin
(and I am usually one of them), this means buyer beware.

I offer this warning: we have here a book which will tell you a good deal
of what I know about the problems of writing and, more than occasionally, they
are advanced problems. It is not a how-to-do-it for most beginners who want the
basic approaches to plot, dialogue, suspense, and marketing of manuscripts
carefully and well laid-out. This is, rather, a book for people who have already
done quite a bit of writing and, perhaps in graduate schools, taken courses on
novel technique, people who have begun to encounter some of the subtle hazards
and perils of being a writer. There are, for instance, a few thoughts included on
the value and the vice of drinking and getting into marijuana.







F 11
C $1

C









^5011 jzr/u'n



73 1

11

>0K. 'To^

S 4jJaa

^■ff^5jo

S^Uji tK
Afl^o





4/ W "7*7 i . '- G > '’: 1 “ b^O'j) /\,_ ^)
1/ 4yY}zh&^ ^6

UA\W'<lflA>^ -t InDy/X.]



S £ OS/2 crf CPApr
^Cs,sq4o <£ GCoftforrUQS

TI4^ pu/^>^

— , J- PS'ft^ca(CyJ> / /







P/^7'

—- p_vWyi

d 1 y>

6

. Sc^M 0



(j.
lx

(TX\

v-^

Q, d’o^M l^o 7 fit'



O AAa \



NORMAN MAILER ON WRITING
(DRAFT OUTLINE)

Edited by J. Michael Lennon

Part One: Advice and Comment in Five Realms: Craft, Genre,
Economics, Philosophy and Psychology 50 pp (est.)

Part Two: Essays and Interviews
*= reprinted in TOOT; **= reprinted in soft-cover TOOT; # = never

reprinted; + = out of print
• * “Ten Thousand Words a Minute” 1963'7 pp

— • + “Some Children of the Goddess” 1963 27 pp
— • + “The Case Against McCarthy: A Review of The Group ”1963 8 pp

+ “Norman Mailer: An Interview” Int. with Steven Marcus Paris
Review 1964 23 pp

QA • + “The Argument Reinvigorated” (1965 MLA talk) 1966 9pp
G • + Preface to The Short Fiction of Norman Mailer 1967 5 pp

+ “Up the Family Tree: A Review of N. Podhoretz’s Making It ”
/ 1968 27 pp

• + “A Course in Film-Making”’1971 46-pp
! • * “Millett and D.H. Lawrence” (The Prisoner of Sex) 1971 15 pp

<2 • # Preface to A Fiction Writers' Handbook 1975 5 pp
C • # Preface to Some Honorable Men: Political Conventions, 1960-72

1976 6pp
fsy • + “Miller and Hemingway” 1976'8 pp

• # Preface to A Transit to Narcissus 1978 4 pp
+ “A Little on Novel-Writing” Int. with J. McElroy Columbia
Magazine 1981 11 pp

CL • # “Modem Evenings: An Interview with N. Mailer” Int. with M.
Schumacher Writer’s Digest 1983 5 pp

<py • # “The Hazards and Sources of Writing” 1985 12 pp
— • * “Huckleberry Finn at 100” 1984 6 pp

• *-i£ArReview of Bref Easton Ellis^s^fmen'c^H
— , ** Man Half Full: A Review of Tom Wolfe’s A Man in Full”

1998 15 pp
flh • # “At the Point of My Pen” 1998 2 pp

Total estimated page count: 304 pp, plus preface (2 pp), plus introduction (6
pp) = 312 pp.



-2-
Notes: It is likely that some of the above pieces will be trimmed or
eliminated, thus reducing the total page count to approximately 250.
Only five of the 20 pieces listed above are currently in print, and all of these
are found in either the first or the soft-cover edition of The Time of Our Time
(TOOT), which is a compilation of NM’s sense of—to put it baldly—what
happened in the world over the past 50 years. Conversely, this volume
represents, to use a Jamesian phrase, “the story of the story,” the “how,”
rather than the “what.”
Excerpts from perhaps 50 different interviews under five rubrics (Craft,
Genre, Economics, Psychology and Philosophy) comprise the full extent of
Part I of the volume. These rubrics are working “bins” and may be divided
or combined as they accumulate over the next couple of months.
Norman Mailer on Writing is not the usual sort of writing handbook. First of
all, it skips over the kind of basic tactical advice found in all such manuals:
dialogue, description, scene and panorama, how to find an agent, margins
and multiple submissions. Second, it includes several estimates of other
writers chosen for the embedded counsel on good writing that they contain.
The list includes writers from D.H. Lawrence to Bret Easton Ellis, Mark
Twain to Norman Podhoretz, and several others: Mary McCarthy, Tom
Wolfe, Kate Milett, Henry Miller and Ernest Hemingway, to give the most
notable.
But the brunt of the book is Mailer’s many insights garnered from his
essays, prefaces, interviews and reviews—most of them uncollected, or from
Mailer’s out-of-print miscellanies-on what being a writer means, on the
“sanction to write,” insights from four decades of his writerly life. There is
little of the elementary here; he jumps into the caldera of complex and
perilous issues that committed writers face, especially the psychological and
epistemological pressures. Mailer studies himself as a literary phenomena
and is under his own obligation to comment on how he has managed his
career with its flops, successes, ruling ambitions and hard-won, professional
conclusions. No major American writer of this century, it is safe to say, has
reflected in print more or more thoughtfully on these matters than Norman
Mailer.
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From:
To:
Cc:

Peter Florence <peter@litfest.com>
<jmlennon1@attbi.com>
Norris Mailer <nmncm@attbi.com>

Sent: Tuesday, July 09, 2002 9:31 AM
Subject: Mailer masterclass in London

Participants - Mark Powell, Martin Aaron, Merope Mills, Peter Florence,
Clare Sears
At The Savoy Hotel, Tuesday 5th February 2002

Following day:
Mailer in Soho - The Apollo Theatre, Shaftesbury Avenue, London
Norman Mailer in conversation with Andrew O'Hagan

Please give them both my love
Peter

Ps - am copying this to Norris for safety

7/9/02

mailto:peter@litfest.com
mailto:jmlennon1@attbi.com
mailto:nmncm@attbi.com
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' ^oinype'CrandTnckedon the Keyword: www.google.com
in MSN Search.

F Learn more about
t ©Keywords

,/ikbanner.asp?realname=www%2Egoogle%2Ecom&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Egoogle%2 9/4/01

http://www.google.com
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From: "jm wordcraft" jmwordcraft@yahoo.com
To: lennon@wilkes.edu, jmlennon1@attbi.com

Subject: Lagniappe revealed
Date: Mon, 10 Jun 2002 07:26:39 -0700 (PDT)

Mike—

I dug out the original pages NM faxed me to comprise the Lagniappe
section of "Giants and Colleagues." (He of course has
them—somewhere—in his study but finding them is another matter. Last
Tuesday he had me re-fax to him 3 long xeroxed articles he couldn't
find—having last had his hands on them 48 hrs previous. And so it
goes.

I am giving you the source and the first few words as it now appears in
the finished mss.

Grobel/1983 Name any great novel. . .
----  95.47 When James Jones was writing. . .

97.24 Capote write the best. . .
91.3 All the same, Truman Capote was wonderful. . .
HazardssSources (Pont) Kurt Vonnegut and I are friendly.
London Reading Toni Morrison, I say to myself. . .
95.47 Picasso had his bleak, dark, ugly. . .

(j.Frost/1992 It's the guys who pen wonderfully sweet. . .
y/’London I haven't looked at Jonathan Franzen's work yet.

7
and then the next thing is the review of "The Group"

Hope that helps. Things still touchy in Arkansas—the attempted
angioplast was useless, i.e., did not work, did not clear artery—but
James survived the procedure, which was by no means a sure thing. He's
in an ICU and NM thinks—guardedly—things will "stay put" for a bit
anyway.

My best take on this is it's a complete cliffhanger—things could
mutter on like this for months, with only very small improvements and
setbacks OR could turn very’very bad at any moment. What I fear is
very unlikely is any significant rallying/improvement. Norman tells me
Norris is holding up but things are tough. Understandably so. She
must be worn to the bone.

Judith

Do You Yahoo!?
Yahoo! - Official partner of 2002 FIFA World Cup
http://fifaworldcup.yahoo.com

http://www.mail2web.com/cgi-bin/read.asp?mb=&mp=P&lid=0&ld=-l&lp=20&mn=16&... 6/10/2002

mailto:lennon@wilkes.edu
mailto:jmwordcraft@yahoo.com
mailto:lennon@wilkes.edu
mailto:jmlennon1@attbi.com
http://fifaworldcup.yahoo.com
http://www.mail2web.com/cgi-bin/read.asp?mb=&mp=P&lid=0&ld=-l&lp=20&mn=16&
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Dr. J Michael Lennon

Whew—it's done!

From: "jm wordcraft" <jmwordcraft@yahoo.com>
To: "Norris Mailer" <nmncm@attbi.com>; "Mike Lennon" <lennon@wilkes.edu>; "Mike Lennon

<jmlennon1 @attbi.com>
Sent: Sunday, June 02, 2002 11:55 PM
Attach:
Subject:

title.doc; epigraphs.doc; Introfinal4.doc
Assembling the beast, msg 1

Here is a list of files, the page #s they cover, and the Xeroxed pages
that get inserted. I will append the computer-generated files to a
series of messages—first three on to this one, 3 more on message #2,
etc., till all are sent to you two.

Norris, please print out the files for NM. He already HAS a full set
of the Xeroxed pages, but print out this guide for his convenience in
putting it together.

Mike, I have copied a set of Xeroxed pages for you and will courier
them to you—drop me an email tomorrow and let me know if they should
go to home or office.

Now—tire master plan for The Spooky Art

title.doc
Z epigraph.doc
z introfinal4.doc pp. 1-7

y Partlpage.doc
LitBizreallyfinall.doc pp. 8-37
Xoxed pages—Last Draft of Deer Park, pp. 38-59

y LitBizreallyfinal2.doc pp. 60-92

Craftreallyfinal.doc pp.93-139
Xoxed pages—Man Half Full pp. 140-157
Psychreallyfinal.doc pp. 155-201
Philreallyfinal.doc pp.202-236

Part2page.doc
Genrereallyfinall.doc pp. 237-260
Xoxed pages-Small and Modest Malignancy pp. 261-263
Genrereallyfinal2.doc pp. 264-267
Xoxed pages-Maidstone pp. 268-281

Genrereallyfinal3.doc pp. 282-283
Xoxed pages-Tango pp. 284-301

7fjenrereallyfinal4.doc pp. 302-320
•'AXoxed pages-Graffiti pp. 321-326
'Colleaguesreally finall.doc pp. 327-332

6/4/02

mailto:jmwordcraft@yahoo.com
mailto:nmncm@attbi.com
mailto:lennon@wilkes.edu
mailto:jmlennon1_@attbi.com
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Xoxed pages--Huck Finn pp. 333-337 

y Colleaguesreallyfinal2.doc pp. 338-339
1/ Xoxed pages—Papa,Turd Test, Hem. and Miller pp. 340-349

Xoxed pages—D.H. Lawrence pp<350-376
/ colleaguesreallyfinal3. pp. 377-383J—=> ?
s Xoxed pages—The Group pp. 384-388

Xoxed pages- The Argument Reinvigorated-pp. 389-396
Colleaguesreallyfmal4.doc p. 397

x Xoxed pages—Children of the Goddess—pp. 398-424

And that's it! Mike, let me know where you want your pages sent.

Closing up shop after I deliver the mss to thr Wylie Agency tomorrow,
but will check my email.

Judith

Do You Yahoo!?
Yahoo! - Official partner of 2002 FIFA World Cup
http://fifaworldcup.yahoo.com

6/4/02

http://fifaworldcup.yahoo.com

