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Norman Mailer, author of "The Naked and the Dead." (See page 10)

Twisting the Tail of the Cosmos
By JUSTICE OLIVER WENDELL HOLMES
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Fiction. Young Norman Mailer’s TOO-page war novel is the most
significant of those reviewed this week. It heralds the arrival of a new talent on
the literary scene who has been able to create living human beings out of the
nightmare invasion of a Pacific island. Three other American first novelists take
their bow in this issue. Hiram Haydn, a publisher and editor of The American

stein, seem to have tne necessary re­
sources, whether of sheer animal
vitality or of spiritual comprehension,’
to endure the impervious jungle, the
sickening climate, the steady, demor­
alizing contact with filth, pain, and
terror even more than the actual and •
paralyzing shock of combat.

Staff Sergeant Croft, too, an excel-
Scholar, has written in "The Time Is Noon” a mature account of flaming youth
in the hectic days before the axe fell on the stock market in 1929. David Gold-
knopf’s "Hills on the Highway” tells in today’s terms the old story of the
writer who succumbs to the necessity of making easy money in the big magazines.
The clock industry and the jewelry trade take a beating at the hands of Frederic
Laing in his "Six Seconds a Year” another story of a young man’s surrender.

Nightmare on An op op ei
THE NAKED AND THE DEAD. By

Norman Mailer. New York: Rine­
hart & Co. 1948. 721 pp. $4.

Reviewed by Maxwell Geismar

JUST when we have stopped talking
about the new literary voices of
the 1940’s, they seem to be ap­

pearing. Norman Mailer is a young
American writer who grew up in
Brooklyn, went to Harvard, and found
himself, as a rifleman, in Leyte and
Japan. His earlier work has appeared
in Story magazine and “Cross Sec­
tion,7’ but “The Naked and the Dead”
is his first novel It is a solid and in­
teresting story of the capture of Ano-
popei, a typical Japanese island in the
Pacific, a nightmare in short.

Mr. Mailer uses some of the tech­
nical devices which John Dos Passes
initiated in the American novel, while
there is also an influence of tone.
But “Three Soldiers,” like most of the
typical stories of World War I, was
essentially a novel of individual pro­
test. The military organization was
something to escape from, not to un­
derstand. The virtue of “The Naked
and the Dead”—and I think it will be
the typical pattern of the new war
novels—is that it sees the individual
within the military organization, aiid
attempts to evaluate the whole com­
plex structure of the American Army
-n war and peace, as a manifestation

epntemporary society, as well as a
weapon of conquest and destruction.
Or perhaps even, in the Tolstoyan
sense, as one-half of our “natural”
existence.

That doesn’t mean Mr. Mailer par­
ticularly approves of army life, or that
the campaign on Anopopei was an
lciyll of human decency. The novel
opens with an amphibious assault
upon the island. The central group
of characters are members of a re­

connaissance squad; the slow, blun­
dering, and tortured progress of the
military action also marks their phys­
ical and moral disintegration as hu­
man beings. The plump and foul-
mouthed Wilson, the superstitious and
embittered Gallagher, the ambitious
and servile Brown, the tough and re­
bellious Red Valsen, all are partially
dr completely destroyed by their or­
deal; to live through it is not neces­
sarily to have survived. Only the
slow-thinking farm boy, Ridges, and
the “intellectual” Brooklyn Jew, Gold-

lent soldier to begin with, becomes a
rigid and implacable tyrant; if he has
accepted the hatred of his men as part
of his job, he soon begins to noutish it.
As the novel moves up through the
ranks of the military hierarchy, it ’is
particularly good on the relationship
of these men with the commissioned
officer's. There is an ironical episode
in which Major Dalleson, a typical dis­
ciplinarian and drill-master, goes into
panic because the Japs have given him
a chance for a breakthrough, and he is
forced to use his troops. Lieutenant
Hearn is a social rebel who has broken
away from the conventions and preju­
dices of the ruling class; financial or
military. General Cummings, who has
given up human relationships com­
pletely, for the sake of organization

•and efficiency, who believes that the
only value of a human soul is the use
it can be put to, also believes that,
after the war. with Russia, the next
century will belong to the reaction­
aries and the capitalists. And why
not?

The antagonism between these last

THE AUTHOR: Trees and occasionally even
writers grow in Brooklyn—vide twenty-five-
year-old Norman Mailer, author of two un­
published novels, his first to be accepted
reviewed opposite, and a new fiction work in­
cubating in Paris. While at Harvard (B.S.
1943), he wrote for the Advocate and won
Story magazine’s 1941 college contest. The
1944 “Cross Section” included his novella
“A Calculus at Heaven,” the 1948 edition a
chapter from “The Naked and the Dead.”
“There are really no such things as types in

America,’’ he says. “As a result an American writer has to spend a good
bit more of his time defining his characters down to the sections in which
they live, their speech, and the particular prejudices they’ve assumed.
An American writer has to define his characters and redefine them before
he can be concerned with such abstractions as courage, humanity, good,
and evil. I’ve been very fortunate in cutting across a lot of social groups,”
he adds, listing a patchwork history as dishwasher, soda jerk, flat-painter,
usher, theatre publicity assistant, and mental hospital attendant. In the
Army he served in Leyte, Luzon, and Japan, was a surveyor, regimental
intelligence clerk, aerial photograph expert, wireman, reconnaissance
platoon rifleman, cook, and baker.. He doesn’t think the last decade’s
writers have been sufficiently political, holding that “partially account­
able for the poverty of American letters in this period.” After finishing
“The Naked and the Dead” (it took a year and a half) he and his wife,
an ex-Wave lieutenant, went to the Sorbonne on the GI bill. Always
slight, he’s now down to 130 pounds. His manner is confident, his
expression forthright, but he shies at publicity. “I have started fooling
around with oil painting,” he writes, “—pure fun for me, since I have
no talent at all, and therefore can have no disappointments-.” —R. G.
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two figures, both human and theoreti­
cal, gives Mr. Mailer a chance to build
up, often very eloquently, the histori­
cal and philosophical connotations of
the war. In the end Hearn is broken
and killed. Perhaps this represents
Mr. Mailer’s own conclusion about the
future, yet Hearn is a curiously vapid
character, and the ordinary soldiers in
“The Naked and the Dead” lack the
vitality and originality of, say, the
Britishers in “The Edge of the Night.”
Mr. Mailer leans rather heavily on the
sexual experiences of his lower-class

figures, too; these may be a solace for
the common man, and even a source
of strength, but they don’t constitute
his only achievement.

I think this is the main weakness of
the novel, for* there is no real balance
of the dramatic forces in it, just as
there is a final lack of emotional im­
pact. The story ought to be more im­
pressive than it is. Within these lim­
its, however, “The Naked and the
Dead” is a substantial work, and Mr.
Mailer is a new novelist of conse­
quence.



■souls of Men Stripped by Battle and Boredom
First Novel of the Meaning of Modern War With the Advance Forces in the Pacific Islands,
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Reviewed by
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the best fiction that
came out of the first
world war. His book
even makes some of
these earlier classics
look thin and pale
by comparison.

In 7 00 brutal, 

ers, city shun boys, Midwest scions of
. wealth. From the private to the general

, By W. G. ROGERS
ORMAN MAILER, author of

"The Naked and the Dead,”
spent a year and a half writing
this novel, and twice as long ab­
sorbing the experiences which,
It Imust be supposed, supplied
the material, for he was in the
Ai'iny in Leyte, Luzon and Japan
as clerk, photo expert, wire-

man, rifleman, cook and baker.
The young author, native of

—-- .... ..... ............,,
sees and knows all there is to j
know about war.)

Staff Sergeant Croft’s Intelli­
gence and Reconnaissance platoon,
"recon" in Army slang, constituted
a tiny cross-section of American
manhood. Croft himself was a
cold-eyed Texan. With him on
Anopopel were a Brooklyn Jew,:a-
Boston Irishman, a Swedish ini-
migrant’s son, a Mississippi sharM
cropper, a C. C. N. Y. graduate, a
boy who flunked out of Kansai
State, a second-generation Italian,.
a "Polack” from back of the yards
in Chicago, a genial lecher from
the Deep South, a Mexican buck
sergeant proud of his hard-won

Dis­
daining the convenient stereotypes
ready to hand, Mailer proceeds
to make each of these a sharply
incised human being. These are
the naked, men stripped of the
"sustaining facades” of civilian
life, exposed to each other, to
buttle and boredom, to the hor­
ribly distorted environment that
is the normal routine of the com­
bat soldicr.,To sketch in the ci­
vilian “facade" of each man, Mailer
inserts between chapters brief
flashbacks (“The Time Machine”)
which are more than.slightly rem­
iniscent of Dos Bassos’ "U. S. A.”
Mailer himself, in method and ef­
fect, recalls Dos Passos more than
any other novelist.

“Recon" was the arena of a
subtle duel between Sergeant Croft
and Private Red Valsen, the Mon­
tana Swede. On a “higher" level,
in division headquarters, u sim­
ilar duel was in progress between
Ma jor General Edward Cummings.
commanding the troops on Auo-

swore? Read "The
the Dead." Norman
an uncanny phono­

create a general officer unlike any
other in fiction, neither hearty nor
profane, a soft-voiced philosopher
of the fascist Right. "The moral­
ity of the future," he told Hearn,
"Is a power morality."

"We’re not In the future yet,"
Hearn answered.

"You may consider the Army,”
General Cummings observed pleas­
antly, “as a preview of the future.”

Mailer's most powerful writing,
however, is lavished not upon the
struggle between ,’mah find . man,

but upon the struggle between tlv(
Jungle soldier and his inexorable
environment. Contemporary fici
tlon holds no more nightmarish
passages than some of "recon’s’
work details and forced marches-!
one of which was recently anthc |
oglzed in “Cross Section 194i_L
few horrors to equal that of Ser­
geant Martinez’s scouting mission
behind the Japanese lines. Th8
publication of “The Naked and the
Dead” is the debut of a prodigal
and brilliant American talgnt. I

framework of Mailer’s novel. But it is the
men themselves who are the real subL
stance ot this shocking story. Mailer tells
their story passionately—their hatreds,
frustrations, and insanities;, their loyal­
ties, loves, and dreams—and in the tell­
ing these men become truly miked, the way
men locked in a fear they neither under­
stand nor accept become stripped, and
truly dead, the way men defeated by bru-

THE NAKED AND THE
DEAD.

By Norman Mailer. . . . 721
PP— . New York: Rinehart
and Company. . . . $4.

. I.'.' -A !. 1
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HE NAKED AND THE
DEAD” is about infan-

JX. trymen—or, rather, men
’ in the infantry—and the despair,

the lung-searing fatigue, the un-
, utterable terror and horror of
! 'ungle war. Its author is Norman
i Mailer, aged twenty-flve, writing
| out of Brooklyn, Harvard, Leyte
I and. Japan. Forget the age and
p.’cmemier the name: Norman

Mailer.; With this one astonlsh-
I mg bodk, his first full-length work
l-ofr-<,snon, he joins the ranks of

major American novelists. This
■ reviewer has no hesitation.in call-
J ing “The Naked and the Dead" a
-^jeat-war novel.

it ir, were not that, it would still
bi- a great document. Do you want
to ki.jiw how American combat
oldieih of the second World War

.4j**_iSUept,
Naked and
Mailer has
graphic ear for the argot of effi­
cient obscenity that served as a
medium of communication in the stripes, and a few others.
Army of the United States.

As with most literature that
pretends to universality, the
• plot” of “The Naked and the
Dead" is not particularly impof-
r.mt or particularly original. This
is the story of one undermanned
platoon’s part In the Invasion and
occupation of a Japanese-held
/.land. The year is 1944. The
Island Is called “Anopopel." The
undermanned unit Is the Intel-
ligence and Reconnaissance pla­
toon of headquarters company of

‘ - i.e 460th Infantry Regiment.
Twelve men and the noncom In
charge. Inevitably the story
moves toward the expected cli­
max: the solitary, hazardous pa-
■,.,l mission. “Recon” meets its

. ,■ :• >.-t test alone.
Kt.iil.v every novelist who has

• ^■•.q.<W,wcljt..nboul; the re-
■.•p: ...' luu found It convenient

..iploy a eitmtjirly restricted
. ... .. . .. <■:. .me. ■ > tell hl-; story
,, ot„. I a -.1 II detachment

durance, turns out in (he end to have
been completely worthless. The victoirv
is won purely by accident when the Jap

popel, and his aide, Lieutenant
Hearn. The prize in each struggle
was a man’s soul, or, If you prefer,
ills Inviolate personality. Private
Valsen In "recon," Lieutenant
Hearn at headquarters, eacli re­
fused to fit into wliat General
Cummings called tho Army's "fear
ladder." ("The Army functions
best when you're frightened of the
man above you and contemptuous
of your subordinates.")

j,,> In General Cummings, Mailer
i1' part:! from surface realism to

: .... .

War, as young Mailer sees it, is not just
an unnatural phenomenon, a thing apart.
It is, rather, an extension, an exaggera­
tion of our peacetime society—albeit an
exaggeration of its most vicious elements.
AlailcM\\_s<>ldiers~ conic from all walks of
American lilt—hillbillies, Southern crack=>

------ - - • ~ • ■, • ”. - Newsweek

'of men. Harry Brown did it in! ine young ttUuiui,
“A Walk in the Sun” and Francis Branch, N. J., and brought
P. Scannell in a novel called ‘'Infup in Brooklyn, has been repre-
Line of Duty,” which received less- {touted by stories in Edwin Sea­
attention that it deserved two; ver’s “Cross Section,” and at
years ago. John Hersey, in ‘‘Into) .18, while in Harvard, he won
the Valley,” used the same device! a' {Story magazine contest. He
with superb effect to report the [.and his wife were, at last re­
Guadalcanal campaign factually.': popts, in Paris.
The army corps or division is tool NAKed"aND THE DEAD,
big; the indiv dual so dier is too Norman Mai)cr (Rinehart; $4)
small and bewildered, too isolated. „ „ • , ..
or particularized to feel more than ' These 721 pages abou e cap-
his own fraction of the fears and ture ot the lslan<1 ‘? „A"° ' ± —

. , . ,. , . ;our army under Gen. Cummingspressures and lusts that act upon , » under Gen T nku
men at war. (The exception pf ■ . ..must„ rca(ling for those who
course, is an individual soldier . oue_ that war js gIamorOus,j ’
like Norman Mailer, who. by some > . ^tw0 *-that there’s something
magic of the mind or personality, j^rnjintic about a man in uniform,

. ,or |]lrce> t|]at (ijg answcr t0 any
>’ 'problem is another world war.

You have heard of this young
author before, perhaps in “Cross
Section 1944” where, he was repre­
sented by a novelette presaging the
form of this big work, or in “Cross
Section 1948” where one of the

.inndents in this novel was first
printed. Here on a vast canvas he
fulfills the early bright promise,
he creates a complete wartime
world in miniature, apportions life
and death among his hapless char­
acter, and even runs his own little
war. 1

The full military hierarchy is in­
cluded in this dramatic picture, | .
from Cummings himself who thinks I
this is the century of reaction and!
perhaps even of Fascism; down tor
bewildered Lt. Hearn, Sgt. Croft,'
Red, Polack, Hennessey, Wilson,1,
Goldstein, Roth, Minetta, Stanley,j
Ridges, Wyman, Martinez, Toglio.:

There is an appalling confusion’
of loyalties and disloyalties tender
ness and brutality, love and fust : [
The men hate their superiors, "’i“1
trust their inferiors, curse
unfaithful wives w

lover their own infidelities
'there sn’t a Jap on whom to
'their savage tempers, there’
1 ways a Jew. They fight under
test, and win by a fluke.

1 Mailer has a keen ear for s(
effects, a sharp eye for the looks:
of a jungle or a firing line, and,

1 the ability to paint a scene in vivid)
(colors. If this were the first war I
fiction, this would seem to y(m n ’

(gripping work. You somet lues
'have the feeling, however, that
you’ve been to Anopopei before, 1

, and that the author, for all he is a
■hboiii writer, keeps you there

. hm wr/thnn you want to stay.

intellectual Fascist) they represent a com- i
plete cross-section of America.

Deep in lewd sexual fantasies, or rc-
finedly skirting the edges of intellectual •
sadism, they are always part of a social i
drama, and always there is a dark coordi­
nation between their actions in war and

j their actions in peace. It is this basic
■ concept—superbly projected with a teeh-
I ni<-al virtuosity ami emotional maturity
, that is .nothing short of amazing "i so

young a writer—that makes this book so
I powerful.

"The Naked mid the Dead" is a raw
/ dose of reality. It is obscene the way war

is obscene. One may wonder whether
I Mailer’s foul-mouthed, hate-infested, fear-

crazed men are indeed real soldiers. It is to
his credit that he makes you, believe they’

rare.. (Tiig-NxKitb Ndo Tin: Di ai>. IJtF:
Norman Mader. 7..‘1 pages. Rhinehart. -Jj.)

mis1.' ,
ire, curse heir 1
vhile they feloal I

vent; '
al-1

:pro-; J

,pund ,
1 /-rxl-r-!

h.

impossible reconnaissance mission, one of

nas produced m j
ry that not only |
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j Some Fledgings Try Their Wings

for souvenirs iln ■ ,
vlth dead Jap's,

THE NEW YORK TIMES

i Jap-held Island, free of heroics, and cramkecy
with the sweaty, cold, dysentery-ridden, backbr('?-k- i

' ih?. fearful, awful experiences of a combat sojtiic

ful for any outlet for the artist,
especially the mlaflt—in thia case
the talented writer who attempts
the unusual in length, treatment
or theme. At least two of the
published pieces fall into this
category (and they are the best
pieces as well). Jcsnamyn West’s
satire on some of the more hide­
ous aspects of our commercial
culture, involving the promotion
and distribution of commodities

3'j.y on literature
and society by Isidor Schneider,
notable more for its h.eadlong en­
ergy than tpr its profundity or
clarity, and by an attack on
Philip Wylie (this is certainly ■'
beating a big drum on a small
occasion) • which hardly deserves
inclusion in a book with a cloth
binding, which, to quote Mr.
Schneider, “symbolizes and pre­
sumes permanence.”

If this collection indeed repre­
sents a cross-section of literature
today, and Mr. Seaver Is deter- ,
mined to st^y with this ship, he
must be prepared- to-go.. down
with it.

—-------- --------------_______ iciiucj vi u vvmiwmw o“rw;
cq a fouled-up deal. This was . the Army, fM,’
'Jones, for my age-fcroup. It teas a very impleakM
•Army, but a great many men lived through JI
.without too many scars. £ JI

A careful perusal of the- book might convfh*-
today’s potential draftee that he has

rather charming romantic tale;
"The Immortal Jud,’” by H. H.
Riddleberger, Is a good-natured
character study, perfectly keyed
to almost any slick magazine
going, as is Wendell Wilcox’s,
on a slightly more pretentious
level. Wright Morris’s story of a
trapped Southern gentleman con-

• veys, in a somehow overwrought
way, the intended helplessness,
irony and exasperation of his po­
sition; Teo Savory writes of
small-town drama with an unpre­
tentious but uninspired adequacy,
George P. Elliott of disappoint­
ment and lack of communication
in a way at once dry, brutal and
maudlin. There Is little distinc- ’
tion among the rest.

; book' review; .APftiu jft; ito.

talk any
of them
has put
print. If

w ant to

_ X “-mt ■" j

Talented Author Hits I ow in Words
By HARRY HANSEN.Vffl

Norman Mailer Is the most ac­
complished new arrival among
the young men who are putting

the world war
Into fiction, and
his TOO-page
novel. The
Naked and the
Dead, contains
the foulest sol­
dier
one
ever
Into
you ____
make the ac­
quaintance of a
remarkable ear

ZT3I

. t

1 ;est and competence, are those
t | which one might find almost any

tj imonth in one of the expected
i magazines, and most of the writ-
j era. have indeed published in
| many of them. The ambitions

I and the effects are familiar, and
for the most part unstirring to
the imagination. “A Letter Box
at Ephesus,” by Arthur Mills
Stratton, apparently an unpub­
lished writer, is the most inter-

; esting of the lot; it deals with
the plight of an American caught
In an anti-Fascist imbroglio in
Turkey. Prudencio de Pereda’s
^My-Grandmother’s Nose” is a

IMF
But for the lite of me I cannot ;ee how It Is

worse.than being ripped loose from job, school and
family In wartime, because In addition to the
unpleasant chores of military life, there was also
the hazard of becoming slightly dead, to boot. Plus

, the fact that In war they set you no time limits
,nn the day you go back to the farm.
I ■ You will get no sympathy on the rigors of a
‘peacetime draft from the hardbitten graduates.-U>f ,

’.Im last fracas. I have’just finished a book called
■ ihe Naked and the Dead,” by a fellow na
Norman Mailer,' which might even be required
re: ding for the candidates for whatever kind of
new draft the boys in Washington arrange.

It Is a long, tough book about an operation on

•------------------------------- -—------------------ ------------------------- ;
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New War Novel Shows Seamy Side |

CROSS-SECTION 1948. A Collection of
New American Writing. Edited by
Edwin Seaver. 457 pp. New York:
Simon & Schuster. $3.50.

By GERTRUDE BUCKMAN

According to Mr. scaver’o
preface, it han been graphi­

cally demonntrated, by the low­
ered quantity and quality of the
manuscripts submitted to him,

1 that we are in a period of gen­
eral cultural impoverishment.
The need, then, for yet another and services offensive to the hu-
anthology to point up and pre-
serve the evidence would not
seem to be especially pressing.

It is not very objectively clear
why Mr. Seaver should wish to
cut neat yearly slices of “current
thinking and feeling” among
American writers, “principally
our younger ones.” For, as his
choice must of necessity be arbi­
trary and limited (he himself
admits it may be only “fairly
indicative”) the cross-section as­
pect has to fall where it may, and
should, with each succeeding
year, become more distorted and
pointless. In any case, the cul­
tural historian will probably find
more fuel for his thesis in the
annual “best” story collections,

tv-the best seller lists, the book club
1 Selections, or a year’s issue of a
> literary periodical, and surely no
I •;. G?rioug student of contemporary
I literature will need turn to Mr.

. • Seaver for guidance.

Norman Mailer,
novelist, with a _______
nnd uncanny insight, be prepared 1
also for the biggest mass of ver- 1
bal sewage since the first asterisk i
blushed and sank from sight.
(Rinehart. $4).

After I had waded through la1- |
trines and cleared my mind of tl\c ,
numerous fornications cherishqci *•by the members of a reconnals- / '
sance squad on a Pacific isle. Il . 1
came across some remarkable epi- ■ •
rodes. macabre, neurotic, tense,
described with unusual maturity . 5
by this 25-year-old Brooklyn “—1
writer, graduate of Harvard and
Edwin Seaver’s Cross Section. I
Matters like these: C .

The psychological antagonism ■
between Gen. Cummings and his ;
aide. Lt. Hearn, which leads to
Hearn’s demotion to recon duty, |
which he prefers because he wants
to be closer to the men. n*The emotional distress of Gal- I
lagher, who was told of the death
?f his little wife, Mary, by the 1
"chaplain, while her letters kept j-
coming on. i - ; ■ ■
; A jittery repulse of a Jap night (
attack by men who later load! a '
wounded Jap with kindness and; '
then shoot him. ' i• j A grisly hunt for souvenirs I ins- j
a cave filled with dead Jajpfc, ' I
■squirming with maggots, during •'

. which one soldier kicks out a
'fiandful of gold teeth. ; j

; A long, ardous journey by
. ter-bearers with a wounded man. d

.• ..Hfwho abuses them vilely; tlleiri J
; 'struggle to get his dead body dver* .

/river rapids and how they Jose it|
, Jin the flood.

i The unmasking by a doctor of;
■’ a malingerer who pretends to be I

hysterical.The complete rout of a squad j
when the staff sergeant catapults
into a nest of oversize, South Pa­
cific hornets.

The long, slow, toil of the squad
tip a mountainside, moved by con­
flicting emotions, with one man
falling into a chasm and Lt.
Hearn dying in ambush.

« « •

Reflects Current Despair.
I don't doubt this and worse I

happened at tho front: neither
do I question the foul lingo of the
ilow-llves. That, In Itself, Is the
resentment of the young against
the older authorities who have
failed to keep the world at peace
and thrust rifles Into their hands.
I do question the author's flash­
backs, in which ho overloads the
book with adolescent musings.

Mr. Mailer has chosen to make
most of his men stubborn, Ig­
norant clods, satisfying only their

■ Instincts. A Jew recalls his early
training; most of the others have
sloughed off whatever school or
church gave them. They repeat
old prejudices: they show not the
vestige of conscience.

Gen. Cummings Is naturally
fair bait; he bolsters his own In­
security by boasting about the
coming rule of the right people.
Lt. Hearn Is Mr. Mailer's chief
problem—he leaned toward radi­
calism at Harvard, Is sympathetic
toward the workers, but Is still
groping. He represents the cur­
rent conviction that "the natural
role of the 20th century man Is
anxiety," just as another soldier
concludes that everything lives to
die.

(That reads like a version of the
philosophies of W. H. Audeh,
Jean-Paul Sartre and Franz Kaf­
ka. the depressing maladies of In­
tellectuals. It Is a challenge to
American- education,-falx play-aod
the will to arise and shine.

man spirit and Intelligence, Is
presented as an example of "hu­
mor” (In which critics of previ­
ous issues have found Mr. Sea­
ver’s cross-section to be notably
lacking), but it Is less funny than
grim. This is Indeed a piece „ ___
which, despite the apparent and - The rest of the voTuiiETs taKeH
understandable desire of most
magazine editors to list Miss-
West's name on their contents
page, would probably not easily
have found a place for itself. 1

T[J HE other long piece of
Robert Lowry’s “The Wolf
Fed Us,” which is
mostly for its weight of
its patent sincerity, is also
which would
met with difficult
is on the one hand not
iy intellectualized, and on
other, deals perhaps too
with sexual-emotional
for the sensibilities of

.. family subscribers.
“This Is"notlo'clenylKe anfhol- j ~ The other powerful

iogj^aR virtue; wermunt be gfatej j tiOn jg a chapter from
Mailer’s novel about the war
the Pacific, “The Naked and the

( Dead”; however, this is shortly
I to be published. >

The rest of the sixteen stories,
.'though they are of varying inter-
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U.S. Troops on Leyte
Also psychological ricochet

lira jznnraciers 01 i nr. i\c;:ca ana tlic
Dead arc the members of a platoon, six of •
them survivors of a rubber-boat disaster
at Motonra, wearied, embittered, haunted
by a premonition of death, snarling about
the newcomers and (occasionally) feeling i
a grudging responsibility for them, nerv-
ous, profane, lecherous. Their converse-1"’
tion is recorded with the fidelity of a re-i
cording machine. Indeed, it is almost too'
exact and too tough to be quite accurate.;

The men have a faint sense of pride in,
the platoon, not so much in the sense ofJt •
liking the members of it, as of respect for ’’
what it has gone through. They have a
mild pride in (partly fear of) a good offi­
cer, and a hesitant, partly exasperated
approval of the democratic process that . I
has placed them, Jews and anti-Semites, I
intellectuals and illiterates, in the same ,
unearthly, uncomfortable place. They fight
shy of any speechmaking about any of (
these things. Democracy is not a faith ’
they fight for; it is a sort of punishment
they take for not having believed in it
before.

The little group sets out on a mission as.
weird in its way as the quest of Ahab for'
the white whale. Hennessey is killed ini
the landing. The others take part in
checking a Japanese assault across a nar­
row stream, get drunk, shoot prisoners,
and prowl among the Japanese corpses for'
souvenirs. They are certain that their
wives back home are unfaithful to them,
from their own success in seducing other
men’s wives, and from the number of let­
ters from the States which arrive, telling
them that all is over. I

Nightmare in a Wonderland. In an
atmosphere of uncomprehending miser}’,
the platoon is ordered on a reconnaissance
patrol on the far side of the island, over

The Naked and the Dead (721 pp.)—
t.'ormcm Mailer—Rinehart ($4).

"■A 25-year-old Harvard graduate who
.' fought at Leyte has written perhaps the

best novel yet about World War II.
It is distinguished primarily for simple

realism, a forthright, almost childlike hon­
esty, a command of ordinary speech, a
cool and effortless narrative style, quick­
ened here S: there with a mild, under­
stated humor. The battle scenes are so
vivid as to suggest Tolstoy’s Il’er and
Peace, the common soldiers as clearly
visualized as Tolstoy’s peasants. Unlike ■
Tolstoy's masterpiece, it is all war, not
only in the sense that there are no scenes
of peaceful life poised against the scenes
of war, but m the sense that a knowledge
of the meaning of peace is absent from
the psychology- of the characters. They
seem never to have known anything else.

War Without Dignity. It is all war,
war on the Pacific island of Anopopei,
which a force of 6,ooo Americans is at-
tempting to take, war in headquarters
bivouac and on the trails through the

'jungle, war between Private Red Valsen
and' Sergeant Sam Croft—war without

TTcignity and without purpose, war for po-
t Isition or prestige, war to save face, or to

; [satisfy an inward sense of superiority, or
..war that is merely the psychological rico-
- chet of the greater conflict on stage.

Even when the characters think back
"upon their own lives, or when the author
■ condenses their experience in brief little
biographies, the content of their doing is
still war—war on the streets and at the
parties, the wisecracks whining like rifle
shots, the love affairs like ambushes.

War & No Peace
the vast pealtk of the Vv’atamai Moun-

' i.tfnsi’Tt’isTn ltsel'fAm-fncidcnt'lri't’he'war-
superior to most war fiction, the patrol’
through a wonderland of grass growing
higher than the heads of the men, spiders,
and endless spider webs, gnats, buzzing’'
silence, rain and sunlight, golden sand'and.
indigo trees—a nightmare in which lone
after another is killed. What dcepens’the
irony is that the campaign is successful'
without the benefit of either General
Cummings’ strategy or the heroism of! the
platoon.

’ Author Mailer has borrowed his method
from Dos Passos, modifying and adapting 

G. Moillcrd Kesslpre
Norman Mailer

Ah old method, new alchemy. J f‘

it, alternating his narrative with flash1-"
backs which he calls The Time Machine?’
and with choruses of the men’s tediously’
cloacal comments. By some alchemy, hi.s-
book moves and lives despite the similarity^
of the biographies (quarreling parents,”

-first sexual experience, unhappy marriage,-.
pretty good job, the draft), its too great’
length, and ,t_he_narrow political bias ..of
the views set forth in it.

The Author. Norman Mailer attended
public schools in Brooklyn, at Harvard
studied engineering, shortly after gradua­
tion married Beatrice Silverman (later, a
lieutenant in the WAVES). During the.
war he served in Leyte. Luzon and Japan^
as a clerk, an aerial photograph expert? a’
rifleman in a reconnaissance platoon,ha.
cook, a baker. Discharged in 1946, jhe,
wr.qte77ze Nflkedjand the Dead in a year
and a half. ’ ** /rrrr’^r ,.”/

Alfred van Ameyden van Duym
34 Bethune Street . - ” 4
New York 14, N. Y. -'

April 19, 1948
Dear Norman Hall,

There is one word that comes to my mind in reflecting
upon THE NAKED AND THE DEAD. That word- is
’’immense”. Immense in scope, immense in detail. The
impact created is so great it leaves one emotionally linip.

It is an almost unbelievable thing that a young man of
twenty-five years should not only know so much but
also understand it all so dreadfully well. Translated into
terms of. the highest artistic achievement and an un­
swerving devotion to the truth, no matter how abject,
ridiculous or repulsive, it becomes a masterpiece, com­
parable in my mind to only one war novel, namely
Barbusse’s Under Fire (and that with reservations in
favor of Norman Mailer).

In spite of the universal character of war, however,
it is superbly, wholly and sometimes disastrously
American. The courage, the cowardice as well as the
fatality of the G. I.’s is manifested in all its facets. It is
so exhaustive that no easy philosophizing nor moraliz­
ing can cover up the miasmas created by man’s seemingly
infinite capacity for suffering, enduring and overcoming
ail obstacles in one desperate onward rush to death or
perhaps to an even more terrible homecoming.

It may well give us pause in our headlong rush
towards universal suicide, to take stock of ourselves
through the eyes of the author and realize what war
actually means, who we are, what has made us, what
we are and whether we can afford another such disaster
and survive.

I should like to congratulate the publishers for
having shown the undeniable courage and devotion to
the ideals of publishing in bringing out this book at a
time when the breath of Mars is again hot upon our
.necks and the "Frischer, froehlicher Krieg” is again in
the offing in the eyes of the jolly fellows in high places
who ordain it that way and the scales are again danger­
ously tipped in favor of a new and this time final
holocaust. _

I am quite in agreement with Mr. Stanley Rinehart
when he says that: "They are men in war, but like most
of us, they do not know where they are going; they only
know their own past.”

Cordially yours, ___
' J V

f A.*v. A. van Duym
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Bn which the War
Coeast is snared
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Ihe Naked and the Dead. A novel by
Norman Mailer (Rinehart and Co., $4).

Smiling, numb face
“The sweat drenched their clothing and

filled their eyes, blinding them. They grap­
pled and blundered and swore, advanced
the little guns a few feet at a time with no
consciousness any longer of what they were
doing.”

At first glance he did not look unlike
other general officers. A little over medium
height, well fleshed, with a rather hand­
some, suntanned lace and graying hair, but
there were differences. His expression
when he smiled was very close to the
ruddy, complacent and hard appearance of
any number of American senators and busi­
nessmen, but the tough, good-guy aura
never quite remained. There was a certain
vacancy in his face . . . there was the
appearance, and yet it was not there.
Hearn always felt as if the smiling face
were numb.”

The cut-backs to the prewar pasts of the
men—Red, Gallagher, Wilson, Goldstein,
Croft and the rest—never interrupt the
drive of the story. The dialog must be as
near GI language as anyone could get in
the public prints. Even the high brass is,
for once, convincingly cased.

Mailer
thing.
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the men swore helplessly, panted with deep
sobbing sounds like wrestlers at the end of
a long bout. Voices and commands echoed
hollowly, were lost in a chorus of profanity
and the straining, sweating noises of men
in great labor. By the time an hour had
passed, nothing existed for them but the
slender cannon they had to get down the
track.

THE NAKED AND THE DEAD by Nor­
man Mailer. New York: Rinehart & Co.

, 7ii rfh—$1.00. --

HERE IS a LONG—very long-
novel of an invading force on

a Pacific island. It is a tremendous
. piece of work fascinating, realistic,
curiously written. The author, Nor­
man Mailer, is only twenty-five,
but his perception is keener than

' that of most writers of today. It
, is almost unbelievable that he
should know the working of men’s
minds as well as he seems to, but
his war history perhaps developed
him far beyond his years.

He tells the story of a small pla­
toon of men, only a minor cog in
an invasion force. But for one thing,

I this would be one of tfio great
books of the year. The author,

has seen fit to carry his
realizm so far that hd used words
of which I am sure his mother, to
whom the book is dedicated, does
not approve. Not that troopers don’t

that way—they do—and even
filthier, but the point remains: you
have to make some compromise to

tget your work read. There is no
!reason why as competent a writer

Ajas Norman Mailer could not hnve-

I cleaning up the language of his
' characters.

The impression seems to exist
in the writing profession that to
make a realistic book, a book that
will be talked about— and sell a
million copies and get a chunk of
iough from the movies— you have
o use a lot of four letter words
that describe bodily functions. If
fou do that, you've got a winner.
knd the horrible thing is that such'

The way of the war novelist is hard.
When the shooting is on no one wants

J to follow it in fiction: the headlines are too
j hot for any competition. When the shoot*

Ing is over people want to forget about
j it tor a long season, and that goes espe-
j cially tor the average combat man, for
1 most old soldiers ache to wipe the slate of
h memory clean of the horror of the thing.
j Barbusses’s Under Fire, which came out
, in 1916, is the only classic war story I can
i recall that became a best seller in the
I middle of the fighting (and, even so, Amer-
lica was not then in). Dos Bassos* Three
.Soldiers appeared in 1921, but more than
a decade was to pass before All Quiet on

‘ the Western Front hit the world.
But rules, in art at any rate, are made

to be broken, and I should like to think
that Norman Mailer’s The Naked and the
Dead, which, in my civilian view, is the
Three Soldiers of World War II, will also
go on to rival the wider success of Re­
marque’s great narrative.

You shoot, too
For Mailer has not only written a very

long book (721 pages). He has snared the
war beast more successfully than any other
American writer of his generation. In The
Naked and the Dead the men eat and
drink war, stink of war, die of war or some­
how survive war with a completeness that,

‘ as you read, closes your mind to everything
. except their miseries, their passing savage­
cries, their pornographic dreams, their
.'intermittent compassions, their wounds,
their blasphemies, their wanting out, their
almost hopeless but enduring conviction
that they will “git along.” .

The run-of-tne-foxhole novelist com­
municates the sights and the sounds of war.
Mailer spirits you inside the skins and the

I minds of his soldiers, so that, when a dog-
frweary platoon leader looks at his watch,

• sighs, “We’re going to have to dump them”
and shoots his Japanese prisoners behind
the ear, you shoot with him. The shock of
having killed defenseless men comes a split

'.second afterward, whereas the platoon
leader may have experienced it later—or
not at all. You have participated imagina­
tively in the deed, and that time lag is the

; only difference, for the moment, between
. you and him.

Deeper and higher
A writer who can do that to his readers

ha? something, and Mailer does more. He
is only 25 (his life-graph so far is plotted
through Brooklyn, Harvard, Leyte, Japan 

.and home again), but he already has the
Fare novelist’s power of interpreting and
assessing his characters and their sur­
roundings.

The Naked and the Dead goes deeper
and higher than expert reporting. You
live, as I said, the lives of that small group,
from general to private, scheming and
fighting to seize an island in the Pacific,
and, at the same ‘ime, you have a Mailer’s
eye view of the whole affair—a view which
is never comfortably Olympian but which
lifts you up and sets you down again,
purged, in the old Aristotelian sense, by
pity and terror and something more be-

_ sides, something that gives you an added
understanding and a philosophical poise
which steadies you against the lesser trials
of your own comparatively sheltered

i routine.
Mailer can do whatever he wants with

.words:
j “The heat by now had banked itself in
the tent, was almost licking at his body.”

<|| “Some Japanese might easily have been
waiting in ambush, but it was impossible
to keep silent. The guns squeaked and

lumbered, made suckiiig sounds as

I NORMAN MAILER —Author of | ¥
1 “The Naked and the Dead” j

proved himself* c<Cccdiri^iy-pow*- -
erful and promising; novelist • B-.sSj:... U... - , •_

/Wffed Languid -H
Reviewed by Leon Ware ' ; j r

remains that just as much realizm ,
could be attained without (thq

, words.
It is just as true about writing ■

as it is about speaking—filth Vis.
conversation is a mark of laziness,' \
of lack of education. “All Quiet bn,-
the Western Front” was a great war

.book. Perhaps the greatest we have
, seen. You don’t find filth in it—

and yet it is so realistic you squirm
’ with anxiety.

Perhaps Mr, Mailer’s book could
; have been less lengthy if he had
; taken more time to watch his
[ language. The reviewer went.

through training camps with fifteen .
• million other men and he is per-
i fectly familiar with their talk—
, it’s realistic enough — but not
t necessary.
, Perhaps Mailer has this out*of
5 his system, now. But this will be ,
s a best seller, and the movies will j
> buy it—(and then clean it up)— .

and..Mr. Mailer will feel that he has |
to write in this vein for all time. *
He’s young yet, of course, but "it
would be a shame for so excellent
a writer to get off on the wrong
foot. All we can do Js_h0p.e-5pr.dL.. —
look forward anxiously for fcls. next «

...........-............. ..................... « ....
'.(attained the same realizm while' - ■- —-; _

RINEHART & COMPA NV

"Remember the name:
Norman Mailer. With
this one astonishing
book, he joins the ranks
of major American nov­
elists."- N. Y. Herald Tribune

Book Review

Have you read
the NAKED and the DEAD

By NORMAN
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Machine Gunner."

AimsweG’ of Modern War

the last

vignettes will dispel it By con­
trast, the main narrative is often
sluggish; too much of the bore­
dom of war is translated literal­
ly; the nexus between the char- p
acters’ pasts and .thgir battle* ex­
istence is sometimes thin. ‘The
general, furthermore, on whom
so much of the story’s motivation
depends, is clearly an over-intel-
lectualized version of a Fascist,
neither convincing nor typical.

These are faults, but they de­
tract little from the book’s over­
all power. The scene in which
Gallagher continues to get letters
from his dead wife—-written be­
fore she died in childbirth but de­
livered for a month after he had
been notified; the death of Wil­
son, among the most-lingering in
all war literature; the pointless,
sadistic effort on the part of Pla­
toon Sgt. Crofts to get his men
to scale a mountain—these are
moments which deeply touch the
heart of war. They are a triumph
of realism, but without the com­
passion which gives' final au­
thority in the realm of human
conduct. “The Naked and. the
Dead” is not a great book, but
indisputably it bears witness to
a new and significant talent

. among American novelists.

PflteUirrh (Pa.) S«M-Tel«rra,k
JUNE 12, 1918

The Duosty
THE NAKED AND THE DEAD. By

Norman Mailer. 721 pp. New Yojlc:
Rinehart. $4.

By DAVID DEMPSEY

PERHAPS Mr. Mailer should
not be damned for attempt­

ing to reduce by frontal assault
what better writers have- failed
to win by infiltration. “The Naked
and the Dead”—the story of an
imaginary battle in the Pacific—
trumpets his dusty answer to the
brutality of modern war. Un­
doubtedly the most_ ambitious
novel to.I>e_writteiraSouTThe"re­
cent-conflict, it is also the most
ruthlessly honest and in scope
and integrity compares favorably
with the best that followed World
War I. Even in its repetitious­
ness, wordiness, and- overanalysis
of motive, it is a commanding
performance by a young man of
25 whose gifts are impressive and
whose failures are a matter of
reach rather than grasp.

“The Naked and the Dead” is
an enormously long novel, washed
up by the choppy waters of dis­
illusionment, leaving nothing to
the imagination. It is a satura­
tion bombardment, with every
target hit at least three times.
It is virtually a Kinsey Report on
the sexual behavior of the GI.
Its style is an almost pure Army
billingsgate that will offend many
readers, although in no sense is
it exaggerated: Mr. Mailer’s sol­
diers are real persons, speaking
the vernacular of human bitter­
ness and agony. It gives off a
skyglow that is quite faithful to
the spectrum of battle, and ex­
poses the blood, if not always the
guts, of war. Yet for all its vir­
tuosity, its deafening emotional
cannonades, it is primarily a se­
ries of brilliant skirmishes; the

THE NAKED AND THE
DEAD, By Norman Mailer
(Rinehart).

A CAST-IRON stomadh, an
overpowering will to

plough onward, forever on­
ward, and a strictly masculine
ability to absorb great gobs of
profanity, ^cbstjftne language
and the dregs of the vocabulary
of the English language, are
prerequisites to a couple of
sweaty evenings with this pon­
derous tome. It could have been
boiled and parboiled from 121
pages down to 400 with the
same effect.

Copying copiously from the
style and literary devices of
John Dos Passes, yet outstrip­
ping him in Invective and raw
earthiness, Mr. Mailer tells
what It Is like to be a combat
infantryman in the South Pa­
cific. The book does not pass
muster, as claimed, either as
the ■ "best” to emerge from
World War II, or as a great
ndvel. It certainly is an aston­
ishingly realistic picture of sol­
diers at their grim business
on a Pacific island, but misses
literary greatness by reason of
its unoriginal trappings and the
fact that it cannot command a
universal readership. -

Still, it-takes Its place with
such pieces as "Twelve O’clock
High!” and "The Gesture,”
which chant the refrain of the
airman, as the dirge of the
jungle-fighter. Herein "the

j ’ naked" "are the officers and :
•. /the' dead”! are the enlisted J
, men...-The officers.,undej^Jtj;

■author’g1 gEbplnif tulSJJi^,. tn- ,

out to be ineX-:
iicient; self-seeldng often to the . 1
point of venality, and Incom-
petent. After laying a hard;
paw on these members of the
armed forces (ignoring the fact
that the majority of the Army
Ground Forces leadership came
from the ranks), the author
pictures enlisted men as indif­
ferent, braggadoclan, petty,
sex-simple, incredibly profane,
snarling, often cowardly, and
bitterly intolerant. He ascribes
to them the virtues of dogged
persistence and superhuman
determination, considering the
nightmarish strain under which
they are often called upon to
act; lost, dazed, confused
souls, all. The truth about both
officers and men lies at a high­
er mean level than these sum­
maries indicate. Otherwise it
would be impossible to under­
stand how such an aggregation
of men could win a battle, let
alone a war.

The episodes of which the
book is composed are invaria­
bly solemn and somber. There
are no bright flashes to light
up the picture or relieve any of
the tension. It is entirely in the
most desperate of veins, even
when the almost identical back­
ground patterns of the various
characters are sketched in.

With all these Impressions,
however, Mr. Mailer’s work is
obviously one to be reckoned
with; if it is off-base in its eval­
uations of officers and men of
the U. S. armed forces as a
whole, it is faithful In depict­
ing its own cast of characters;
and if it is unrelieved in its ten-
sion, it again keeps faith, for

Ithe story it tells was seldom

central objective is never taken.
For one thing, we are not quite

sure what the objective is. Mr,
Mailer obviously doesn’t like war,
or the people who fight it, but
this is hardly an original theme.
He tries very hard to show that
much of its unpleasantness comes
from the nature of the partici­
pants, and that their nature, in
turn, is warped by the circum­
stances inevitable in the condi­
tions of war and the climate of
a military organization.
entirely.
*|J* HE generation that grew to
manhood on the eve of *
war was not ideally suited to sav­
ing the world for democracy. It^
had been blighted by depression.
Its minorities—two of the char­
acters are Jewish, one a Mex­
ican-American—had not yet been
assimilated fully into the na­
tional dream. Even the dominant
groups represented competing
sectional and economic interests.
In peace, the differences are ad­
justable. In war, Mr. Mailer be­
lieves, they become intensified,
for the system gives men un­
precedented degrees of power.
How the GI—in his less virtuous
moments—got the way he did, is
the subject of this novel.

The battle is seen through the
eyes of a single platoon, plus a
major and a general. For the
author's clinical purposes, they
are an exposed nerve, exhibiting
the whole shock of battle. A
fighting unit, the men are never­
theless a collection of individuals.
Each is studied, in crisply writ­
ten flashbacks, as the product of
a certain environment. If there
is any doubt that Mr. Mailer is
a perceptive, skillful writer, these

Aaron Bohrod

But not



THE NAKED AND THE DEAD. By Norman Mailer.
Rinehart. 721 pages. S4.

'THE war Is over. ‘•The Naked and the Dead"
wouldn’t have been published in 1944—and I

hope it wouldn’t have been written in 1954. This
is the way men talked and thought in the American
Army—obsessed with sex, in what was probably the
foulest lingo used by soldiers since Hannibal’s army-
crossed the Alps. This is the way men griped and
bickered and finagled and fought, with Brass and
G. I. separated by an invisible wall. Norman Mailer
is’a good reporter with a phonographic ear.

You're in the Army Here
His is the story of the I and R platoon of the

headquarters company of the 460th Infantry Regi­
ment on the island
the Pacific—a dozen
manded by a staff
sergeant, later by a
lieutenant who had

.been humiliated as
aide to the general.

Staff Sergeant
Croft, a Texan, was
reputed to be the best
platoon sergeant in
the Army and the
meanest. Alone in
his outfit, he loved
combat. It gave him
the sense of power
he’d missed with his
wife Janey, a man­
hunting cat who could
never be satisfied
with one husband.

Sergeant Brown
looked like the Typi­
cal American Soldier
of the advertise­
ments, and his conversation dealt almost exclusively
with the theme: It just doesn’t pay to trust a woman.

Sergeant Julio Martinez, from San Antonio, was
the best scout in the platoon, and the best liked
man. but he knew he’d never be white and
Protestant.

Red Valsen, from Montana, had told the only girl
he’d ever lived with steadily that he just wasn’t made
for staying in one place; he might have gone far
in the Army if he could have learned to take orders.
. . . Gallagher, from South Boston, had been a
"United Christian"; in a tough spot he took it out
on Roth or Goldstein, the two Jews in the squad.
... “Polack/ from Chicago, had been a racket­
eer; he was convinced that there was always a
gimmick if you figured all the angles. .

__ -L____

-—“Books and Things
===== By LEWIS GANNETT =====

Wyman liked to burn the wings oil Insects. .
Woodrow Wilson, from the Deep South, had waked
up in bed one morning, surprised to learn he’d been
married.

A Near-Fascist General
Lieutenant Hearn had been a radical at Harvard.

General Cummings-knew it, and in lone talks in his
tent—the only Improbable conversations in the
novel—tried to teach Hearn that the Army was a
preview of the future, that undisciplined Americans
were the worst fighting soldiers in the world—they’d
been spoiled by their high standard of living, and
that it was the officer’s duty to teach them to know
their places in the Army’s "fear ladder." The
near-Fasclst general had a neat way with’ words;
’’Corruption,” he used to say, "is the cement that
keeps the Army from breaking apart.”

Meanwhile, the squad played its part in clearing
Anopopei. It lost Hennessey on the beach. Toglio
in a jungle sniping match, and more men when it
scouted behind the Japanese lines. Most of its loaes
were senseless; for all General Cummings's in­
credible memory for detail and meticulous planning,
he didn’t foresee the outcome of the campaign
Mi’. Mailer seems to suggest, of America.

Honest Nakedness
With its constant nervous tension, its relentless!

recording of the defecatory and copulatory detail'of
Army talk, its acute awareness of the mingling'of
inhuman strain with utter vacuity, "The Naked and
the Dead” is one of most astringent stories to emerge
from World War II. The prettiness of the war-time
ads is utterly gone. The bitterness of the bivouacs is
uncurbed. Restraint more powerful than any actual
censorship, which mitigated the story told by any
reporter or novelist in war time have at last been
lifted. There is a fresh, honest nakedness in "The
Naked and the Dead.”

It is the novelist’s privilege to select from the
world the characters with which he wishes to deal;
no one has a right to demand that his types be
representative of the whole. Yet he restricts himself
when he limits himself, as Mr. Mailer docs, to as
scrawny a lot of human beings as composed this
I and R platoon; and if Mr. Mailer intended, as at
times appears, to. make a generalized comment on
Army life, he might well have included some more
savory samples. They were there, too. By a reverse
logic, it is the artist's duty to select and suggest in
incident and language, not merely to supply a
phonographic recording of reality. There are times,
in his endless repetitions of familiar four-letter
words, when Mr. Mailer seems to have neglected
that artist’s duty. Yet there is no doubt about.it:
Mr; Mailer has created his own pattern. He is a
novelist to watch

of Anopopei, somewhere in
infantrymen, at first com-

Horman Mailer

Dear Stan

c/o Lloyd. Lowndes
Palisades,- New York
May 6, 1948

I received your pleasant note but no proofs

of Mailer’s book. Being very busy with work, was

not able to find time to call you. Head part of

t'he book in someone else's proofs and think it's

terrific. A courageous piece of publishing for

which you are very much to be congratulated. Mail

me a copy here and I'll send you ip a statement

when I've read the whole thing through. Though

a little uneven, in my opinion, the good parts are

much the best stuff to come out of World War II. ■

The boy's a first rate novelist right as he stands.

Cordially,

/s/ JOaH DOS PASSOS

about.it
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Confirmation was forthcoming
-■ »lle storJ. printed hetft

hat Lillian Hellman
itize Norman Mailer's!
■The Naked“anS"Thei

Dead."“Tt)r Kermit Bloomgarden.,
The production will also be staged |
by Miss Hellman. It will mark hen; .
first play since “Another Partrofil
the Forest." With his book now on ■
most of the best-seller lists
throughout the • -country. _ Mrj 9

k enjoying a vacation in.
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"Through his numbness, through his disbelief, he had
a thought before he crashed into the rocks far below. He
wanted to live. A little man tumbling through space.”

—Norman Mailer in THE NAKED AND THE DEAD.
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employs flash-backs in order to re­
capture for the reader the earlier

DAILY VARIETY
HOLLYWOOD, CAL

JUN 26 1948
Merle Miller, author bl “That M'fn-
r" (Sloane) and associate editor of liar-

the two great'5;/.
wars.

It is a soe'ety -
shamelessly in- \

Lt Is a violent-denial of what we
pretend-are the alms.of society.

However that may be, I think
remain bound to this
It is the greatest war

characters. This
is a brilliant
achie v e m e n t.
for he manages
here to assem=-
ble into an un­
derstate d a b 1 e
pattern much.of,
society as \it
existed between!

DAVENPORT, IOWA
TIMES

publishers Rhinehart X- Com party,
Inc., for rights to "The Naked and
the Dead,” the; novel by Norman

| THE WORLD IN BOOKS
BOSTON, MASS.

sponses among
those who be­
lieve that men
will become
moral if we only
pretend that
evil does not
exist.

you prepare to take
heated dispute bound

over the propriety of this
novel. For you are

read it, soon or late—and
your position, you will

find it unlike anything you have
I read before. It stands alone.

, Because of its tremendous power,
'--and because it is in the larger

sense a war novel, some reviewers
may feel compelled to compare this
work with that of John Dos Passes
or of Ernest Hemingway. I think
such a comparison may be dis­
missed. After reading this novel,
you may feel inclined to regard the
work of Dos Passos and Heming­
way as somehow cautious and re­
strained.

Mailer has brought to war the
aspect of adjustment — both In­
comprehensible and ineffective —
for human delinquency. Its source
Is a corrupt and Imperfect society
which paradoxically makes physical
conflict a periodic necessity, and
yet arrogantly describes Itself ns
"civilization."

The story Is that of a group of
Ameilcan soldiers from the time
of their landing on a Japanese-held
Island In the Pacific until the end
of the campaign, when the Japa-’
nese are either killed or captured.

In long sections of the book cap- ......... .........„
Honed ••The Tune Machine,” Mailer likely to be shocked -and revolted

Norman Mailer, 25-year-old
author’^T^The Naked and the
Dead,” an epic first novel writ­
ten out of his varied experiences
as a GI in the South Pacific, is
at present traveling on the conti­
nent with his wife, an ex-Wave.
.He is expected to return in
.usof this year.

: . Ji/.inc. In the July issue, now on the stands,
I he reviews six cunent novels in the full-
I Pa£e feature, Male Beading,” including

The Naked and the Dead,” ‘‘Kiss T.oiuor-
• row Good-By^ ” UML^'AubMiic,'*

pt I____________ 1 (M
------- --------- - :W
...... old ex-ci’from Brooklyn, writes of
«“»t novel The Naked and the Dead.

carry a heavy freight of emotion ■
(normally .disgust), and absolutely
no meaning. Dictionary meanings 1
of the individual words are as re­
mote as Sanskrit from the mind
of the cusser.

The GI, for instance, who lashes
out with (to choose a mild one):
“That goddam bastard!" is taking '
neither the Deity nor the parentage
of his victim in vain. God has noth­
ing whatever to do with “goddam,”
and if “bastard” means uncertain ,
parentage, let the sonsabitchin’ bi­
ologists hunt themselves into a new
word.

The GI isn’t blaspheming, nor, at
• the moment, being obscene. He is
merely a man, as pure in heart as
any, who is much put-upon, who
has been handed society’s most
filthy job, and who is towenngly ■
and continually browned-off about *
the whole affair.

There is obscenity in Mailer’s •
book. It is in the mind and heart
of General Cummings. Cummings
is a brilliant man, a gifted tactician,
sharp of wit and suave of manner,
knows instinctively the words to
use to keep his men thinking he
is a right Joe. He’s a scholar whose
knowledge passes his understand­
ing, and he is a Fascist by choice.
He repeats, and believes, that war
is man’s natural state. He wor­
ships power, and his ambition al­
ready scales ahead to the day he
sees when he will share the con­
solidated power of America with a
few other conscienceless men like
himself. His proposals for all other
lesser men: “The role of, the
Century man is anxiety. Mailer
repeats the general’s diagnosis
several times, and at the end it
becomes the dominating, continu-
ing, unanswered question of • the ■

. book. ... I

still feel, that for all its faults th
book represented a life-view *i com-.
pound of ironies, subtleties lore .

which will r
J^X^Vd^PB^ay^huZo , ,

serves, despite the carping of readers
who find the language too outspoken
for comfort. Critic Robert L. Perkin,
in the Rocky Mountain News, effec­
tively answered such critics, and in­
cidentally sparked a flock of reorders
from all parts of Colorado, with these
pungent paragraphs:

Veterans who returned also will
recognize, probably with personal
embarrassment, the language used
by the GI’s under General Cum­
mings on Anopopei. Mailer (him­
self Leyte alum) writes GI as it
is spoke. Mailer’s book will be
criticized for the language his sol­
diers use.

GI talk is over-pungent, repeti­
tious, and unimaginative in its
expletives. But it is neither ob­
scene nor blasphemous. And that
is where the nicenelly critics of
Mailer’s book are going to botch the
job when they screech.
' Army and Navy “cuss words’’

Norman Mailer
different to the needs of its indi­
vidual members, and one unable to .
consolidate any worthy alm. How­
ever, it provides certain environ­
mental restraints. These have been
removed by war, and we are thus •
able to anticipate the behavior, of I.
Mailer's characters on a Pacific
island. ‘ ' ll

The superb characters In this J
book are far-too numerous for full ;
mention here. Among them are ■ !
Gen Edward Cummings, directing j
the campaign — a power - hungry . j
man who believes that fascism ,
must become the American dreiuh;
Lieut. Robert Hearn, an Intellectual j
unable to resolve his own emotional I
conflict; Sgt. Sam Croft, a mur­
derer, and Red Valsen, a product
of the great depression; cynical,..
twisted, fatalistic. There are many, “
many others. And, of course, there !
are fear and pain mid blood and
death.

One of the most Impressive and
powerful sections of the bonk de­
scribes ai. American patrol beyond I
Japanese lines. For sustained ter- ,
ror and accurate translation qf j
complete physical exhaustion, this
has no parallel in American lltera- j
ture. i

The reader who is devoted to the 1
notion of the American soldier as 1
he was so often pictured in ad- II
vertisemenfs during the war is

B@ok by Wlaafeir h Hcafed'
©is Greatest War New!
Produced This Cenfery

By EMERSON PRICE
The reading of Norman Mailer’s THE NAKED AND

: THE DEAD (Rinehart, $4) is a shocking experience likely
to inflict many deep wounds upon the timid. It also pro­
vides the stuff of which enormous rage is compounded in
the mind of the professional moralist, whose prim intelli­
gence cannot recall the urgencies of physical life without

. shuddering.
“ Indeed, I predict that the rage

moralist xyill find immediate
in anguished shrieks and

that will be heard in the
far ends of the
land. These
thunderous pro­
tests,, of course,
will elicit sym-

i®\. by this .abrupt and caustic' denial
Hhfit he was a smiling, good

natured and heroic hometown boy.
The soldier’s language—as it ap- [ shall

pears here-was a persistently hor- opinioll; lv „ ulc „
rible and obscene expression of his novel produced in thus century.
resentment. He was in constant-,;. ■ , o o
rebellion against participation in az­
dreadful war he did not under­
stand; he was in a state of terror.
imong a thousand dangers of the
lungle. If he was homesick, . he

"Nevertheless received, on occasion,
'he evidence of his wife’s disloyalty,
md if he did not, he expected to
•eceive it.

Thus his resentment and bitter­
ness and frustration often turned
to cruelty. He found, at times, that
tile return of Japanese prisoners

I to his own lines was a considerable
' chore. So he murdered them. (If

this is true, it might be attributed
to the limited perception of many
Europeans and* Americans which
would deprive the Oriental of a
place in the human family.)

This book is going to injure the
tender sensibilities of a great many
people. But with the shock, they
may learn at last that war is a
degrading and brutal business; that

Book Club News ,, . . The Stil­
well Papers (Sloane), edited by
T,1 H. White, has been selected by
the Book Find Club for June dis*
tribution. Their choice for July Is
The Naked and the Dead (Rine­
hart), by Norman Mailer. . For

PUBLISHER'S WEEKLY
NEW YORK, N. Y.

Forest, Hills, N.Y.

Post

, 6/5 A8 _
orman Mailer, 25-year old ex-
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AVE HEAJ

GREAT NOVEL is a living
experience to everyone who

reads it. The Naked and the Dead
will live in your mind long after
you have turned the last page.
You will remember every man
you meet here. Their language,
their thoughts, may shock; these
were only dirty soldiers in a very
dirty war, but when you know
their story, you will be proud to
identify yourself with them. For
these men were — and are —
America.

Written by a young rifleman
named Norman Mailer. At every

bookstore. 721 pages.
------------h $4.00

second place in sales, will be long remembered—and
re-read—among the best of the war stories of World
War II. Cynics might suggest that Mr. Mailer’s J
deft reproductions of the four-letter vocabulary of '
the American soldier has something to do with its

! commercial success, and they would be right, but
the book has also made its way on sheer merit.
And no cynic can explain the success of Alan
Paton’s "Cry the Beloved Country," that strange and
austerely beautiful novel which came to us un­
heralded from South Africa, on any such terms.
This book, while it has never reached the top of the
commercial lists, has quietly retained a middle
rank ever since it appeared in February. These two
novels, it seems to me. are the bright spots on the
1948 book lists, yet neither of them was a major
book-club selection.

Truman Capote’s "Other Voices, Other Rooms"
made its brief sensation—a spectacular piece of
writing, with nothing much to say. "Raintree
County” seemed to me a pretty good book, over­
written and overpraised. Merle Miller’s "That Win­
ter''- was a skillfully handled documentation of
post-war moods, as was Hiram Haydn's "The Time
Is Noon.” George Stewart's (forest) “Fire", offered
soing pt the liveliest reading of the year. For —- -

Compton-Burnett’s wry dialogue has a flavor utterly
English, and all her own.

Anti Other Boohs of the Year
i Of the war memoirs "Jim Farley's Story” was
pettily personal, Cordell Hull's “Memoirs” dignified
and dull, Henry L. Stimson’s "On Active Service” | ,
had a fink old Roman quality, "The Stilwell Story”
of war in China was peppery beyond normal cour­
tesies. and Winston Churchill's “The Gathering
Storm” was—Winston Churchill. . . , Dumas
Malone's "Thomas Jefferson, Virginian" inaugurated
what will evidently be the definitive biography of ||
our third President.

One curious phenomenon of the semester was
the sudden rain of good books from Africa—Mr.
Paton's "Cry the Beloved Country"; a first novel by
a native African, Peter Abraham's "Path of
Thunder”; Rebecca Reyher's "Zulu Woman,” and
Esther Warner’s appealing account of the life of
an American artist In Liberia, “New Song in a
Strange Land." No continent sent us better books
in 1948. I do not recall any year that has given us
as many good books about Africa.

Where We Sell Books Abroad
Meanwhile, we export books as well as read them.

The current Issue of the trade journal "Publishers'
Weekly” gives Interesting figures on American bool:
exports in 1947—a total value of $24,294,851, a figure
more than double that for the war year of 1945, and
almost equal to the $29,000,000 worth of books ex­
ported in the same year by the British, traditionally

' the world’s great book exporters.
Canada is our best book market (almost $8,000,000), .

the United Kingdom ranks second; surprisingly, the
Philippine Republic (to whom we sold more than
$3,000,000 worth of books In 1947) is in third place.
Australia. South Africa, India, China, Brazil, Mexico
and New Zealand follow in that order. Naturally,.
exports to English-speaking lands are large; the
British Commonwealth of Nations takes almost two-
thirds of all the books we export. But it is worth;'
noting that the total figure for the countries of the'
Pacific, including Australia, is almost as large as
that for all Europe—and this despite the fact that;
Army policy kept Japan almost totally out of the,-
American book market.

It is also worth noting that Eire ranks twenty­
ninth as a book importer, barely nosing out the;
Dutch East Indies. An item on another page at ,
"Publishers’ Weekly” may explain this. For the1
guidance of exporters, it says. Eason and Sons, Ltd.,!
79 Middle Abbey Street, Dublin, have compiled a list
of books .prohibited for distribution in Eire under'

. the-censorship of publications act. This list in­
cludes 2.200 titles. As censors the Irish easily out-

Rinehart !
(r COMPANY* INCORPORATED

_ ouereci . vi
r readers ' cl___ • .

I with caviar palates. I. Compton-Burnett’s "Bullivant I rank the-Philadelphians!

CFt
Urt. N.Y
1 NEWS

6/25A^r-:
• ■ H becau— we’re' being

.• J tai in every way thjs weea,-we
suggest a new novel which is sure

to leave a lasting impression: Rob­
ert "The Naked And The
DeadP^This is a savagely realistic
novel of men caught in jungle war-
*are— tbe, naked,” self-seeking of­
ficers, and "the dead,” hopelessly
rebellious foot soldiers. Ranging
from slums to Beacon Hill back­
grounds, each man is prey, in vary-

i A degree, to the self-destructive
I inner drives of jealousy, greed,
??redom, bravado, and starved sex;

’ £!fether’ °!ey brinZ ‘Oto -sharp
■ f “J. a ™uIt’tude of huwfim and;

soe® problems. ■ ■

Books and Things

A’T THIS halfway point in the year, 1948 appears, ..and the Lambs” has a pleasant exotic tang. MisS,
from the booksellers' point of view, to be the '-----------af=ln<n,. . flavor utterly

Year of the Kinsey Report.
Year of the Kinsey Report

This ponderous three-pound, 804-page preliminary
report on a scientific study, matted with difficult
statistical tables and selling at the neat price of
$6.50. was published Jan. 6 under circumstances
which led many booksellers at least to talk of boy­
cotting It. It made its first ino'dest appearance at
the bottom of the Herald Tribune’s best-seller chart
at the end of that month, climbed to seventh place
at the end of February and to fourth place at the
end of March, and ever since has been in the first
five. Jostling Joshua Loth Liebman's "Peace of
Mind,” Arnold Toynbee's "Civilization on Trial”
and.Dale Carnegie's "How to Stop Worrying and
Start Living” for the lead.

Its somewhat misleading title, "Sexual Behavior
in the Human Male,” of course was primarily re­
sponsible for its phenomenal sale, but the
phenomenon remains, and should provide comfort­
able material for discussion tor years to come—but
by psychologists and sociologists rather than by
book critics. \

Good Novels of 1948
■Some of the novels heading the best-seller lists in

the fiction class might well have borne the same
title as the Kinsey Report, but Norman Mailer's

- By LEWIS GANNETT
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‘NAKED AND DEAD’
TO BE DRAMATIZED

Bloomgarden to Offer Lillian
Hellman's Adaptation of Best-

Selling War Novel in Fall

ft|I

The NATION ,i I June 26, 1948 j

equal accuracy. His people are Mexicans
and Jews, Southerners, Westerners, and
Easterners, urban and rural, liberals and
Christian Fronters. He has poetry in him
and ideas, as well as a remarkable gift
for story-telling. We are lucky, I think,
that we have a writer of such quality to
satisfy our hunger for more knowledge

_ IRA WOLFERT

this at the time. It would have rejected '
the book that did more than this or
less. For we were all in the same boat |
during the war. Whether at home or
on the battlefield, our minds were one
great cry for survival. Now readers find |
themselves bored by the war books that ..
once moved them profoundly; they read
Mr. Mailer because in his mind as In
theirs the cry has changed, and he can
tell the story more accurately than it
was told before.
7 As a war novelist, Mr. Mailer does f
one thing better than any American has ;
ever done it. He reports on officer’s

THE NAKED AND THE DEAD,
by Norman,. pp.»
RineliKTtF^C
This is, in our opinion, the

most worthwhile novel by an en­
listed man and about enlisted
men to come out of the war. It

‘is fair and true, but it is more
than a compelling piece of fic­
tion. It is an excellent first novel
with commendable psychological
treatment of the American fight­
ing man by an author only 25.
And any service man who reads
it-, who Is not at the saipe time an
exofficer, will recognize its ser­
vice to the man who does the
fighting when the chips are down.
.-THE NAKED AND THE DEAD

is. -the sorry spectacle of our
troops in the field. It has a com­
mendably unique presentation, a
flashback device that is ancient
but somehow effective1 here, and
the portrayal of all the bitter, ma­
lignant forces of petty jealousy,
the crass and powerful corruption
of the rankest authority, the bru­
tality that is associated in fact
and fiction with top sergeants is
powerfully done.

For all those soldiers who saw
Pacific duty, for all those who
brought something else than a
cpral-hard exterior to their sol­
diering, this book will prove an
uncomfortable piece of writing.

It tells the story of a major
general, a lieutenant, a top ser­
geant and a short-handed pla­
toon. , They are engaged with the
rest of a division in the conquest
of an island far in the Pacific.
The Island is a fictional piece of-

: . itself is intense with hate and unccm-
I promising in its development of its j

facts. There is entertainment here, but J
not on the belly-laugh level, not on the
"Mr. Roberts" level. The entertainment

• in "The Naked and the Dead" consists
of poetic emotion and intellectual con- !
cepts of the life of humanity presented i they were in, but an I, and R. platoon
in parable and symbol. That kind of ! TOtic tnvri1v/»rl in in war onrl
stuff never rubbed two dimes together 1
in any author’s pocket; yet in the first I
month of its publication the sale of "The
Naked and the Dead" averaged 8,000
copies a week. If it is not yet certain of
becoming the darling of the bookstores,
it is certain of being the season’s only
significant novel to have a large sale.

On the surface it may seem that a
trend in the national emotion has been
reversed. But perhaps the event of this
book’s success is less dramatic than that.
There is an enormous hunger in all our
minds for further knowledge of the war
we have just endured. The war is down
in our unconscious now and burrowing

’ there and pressing its great shapeless
weight* deep into us. It is unmanage­
able, except by knowledge. The war
books the public has passed listlessly by
have been those which have not ex­
tended its knowledge but have merely
added detail or color or depth or in­
tensity of emotion to the picture it al­
ready had. "The Naked and the Dead”
extends our knowledge.

Although the book is a novel and its
author is a fine story-teller, the most
powerful talents displayed here are those
of the journalist. The story is reported.
It is not so much a reading of life as a
description in depth of an event in life.
Mr. Mailer begins his story where the
popular war correspondents of yester­
day working over the same ground be­
gan theirs—on a troop ship steaming
in for a landing on a Pacific island. The

. story then advances, as the news stories
did, in an assault boat, gains the beach,
and spreads inland. -•

Going inland, Mr. Mailer in his .—-----
working habits walks the path followed |
by Ernie Pyle, John Hersey, and quite
4 few others, your reviewer included. |
He attaches himself to a small unit and /
reports its activities, hoping in this way
to get the whole story—the big picture ,'jj
and the detail of it. Mr. Mailer’s unit >
is an intelligence and reconnaissance |
platoon working out of division head- ,!—

. ‘ at the AHA Convention al the bontli wL„t„
Pantheon sharer! with Batslord. After jdje
convention, this display was sent to Kroclrs
Book Store in Chicago, and from there it

1------------------ ------------------------------------— will be sent to Halle Brothers, Cleveland.
where it will remain until mid-julv. Aftei
fliat. it will be available to booksellers ion',

Bt request.

was involved in both, in the war and
its people. Mr. Mailer sticks to his
platoon and headquarters and achieves
a full, accurate, and broad picture of
exactly what a typical campaign for a
Pacific island was like. . ......... - 1-----  — ------- -

The extension Mr., Mailer creates*’ country and enlisted men’s country with
over the journalists who preceded him
in this field and whose work is now
of interest only to antiquarians and spe­
cialists consists fundamentally, I think,
of an attitude. I believe that neither his
gifts nor the tremendous labor he put
into his book would have availed him
in winning popular gratitude had he
not also offered this new, more knowl- ' about the war.
edgeable attitude toward the events of
that day.

Like Mr. Mailer, the popular war
correspondents were reporting to their
readers the echoes they found in them­
selves of the events they were report­
ing. And like Mr. Mailer, the war cor­
respondents on the whole made heroic
efforts to capture the truth of these
events. But no man hears more of the
truth than the echoes of it his mind
conveys to him, and when a man is in
battle his brain becomes a defensive
weapon in his head. However he
grapples with it, it has a will of its own
on such occasions and provides him, not
with truth, but with the echoes of it
which will enable him to survive. Thus
what correspondents of the day produced
while breaking the trail which Mr.
Mailer follows was a description that
was accurate on its surface but false—
or at least only temporarily true—in­
ternally.

The public was quite content- with

War Novelist

THE NAKED AND THE DEAD..By I
... .‘Norman Mailer. Rinehart and Com­

pany. $4.

ALTHOUGH the trade-for- three j;
- years now has been rejecting war i.

books, it has not rejected this one. "Thd i'
I Naked and the Dead" is very definitely ' 
! a war book. "War os seen in Norman .. .

lion in the reader’s mind, and’ the book quarters. Such outfits alWys were the
■itself k intone,, win, k.tn ShJ nnonm- target for the war,;cdtr^5ppndent root-

j ing around 'in this field,' By following
I them he got a campaign on the staff

and the working-stiff level. On the
front one couldn’t sec the war for the
people in it, and back at headquarters

' one couldn’t see the people for the war

JACKSONVILLE, FLA.
JOURNAL

By LOUIS CALTA
Norman Mailer’s bcst-scllins war

novel, "The Naked and the Dead"
in to be made into a play by Lillian I
Hellman for Kermit Bloomgarden, I
who plans to put It on the Broad­
way stage in the fall. A first novel
by the author, ’The Naked and the
Dead'* is a story of an imaginary
battle; in the Pacific, pointing up
the brutality of modern war. The
emphasis, however, is on the char­
acter'of a dozen men: what kind

U.of ny?n they were before thev
landed on a jungle island, and what

• kind of men they become under the
ntresa of warfare.

Having served as a rifleman in
a reconnaissance platoon on Leyte
and Luzon and as a cook and baker
in Japan, Mr. Mailer knows where­
of he writes. The twenty-five-year-
old writer, born in New Jersey,
rai ;d in Brooklyn and educated at
Harvard, is on vacation in Italy
with his wife at the moment and
is expected here early in August
when Miss Hellman should be fin­
ished with her dramatization. She
also will direct, by the way, and
this will be her first play since
“Another Part of the Forest” oc- '
cupied the Fulton Theatre in 1946.

Mr. Bloomgarden is negotiating ‘
with Montgomery Clift, last seen
here in “You Touched Me,” for the
role of Lieutenant Hearn. The in­
dications arc that the production
will be an ambitious one, with
forty to fifty players being em- •
ployed. Also on the producer's 1
production schedule are Kenneth ‘
White’s xhe Inconceivable War"
and the untitled Louis Soloman-
Arnaud d’Usseau play, which will i
prrsably be done after the Hell­
man playr . __

...

THE LITERARYGUIDEPOST
^ ^^^sand, forest and an awesome •-

mountain. The physical charac- i
teristics of jungle and rock have i
something to do with the charac- •
ters of the men who subdue it. |
The Japanese enemy is Inci- l
dental.

The major general is a West
Pointer. The lieutenant’is an un- :
adjusted rich man's son. The ,
sergeant is a Texan with icewater I
for blood. The rest of the men
even as you and- I. Their re­
flective moods and suspenseful in­
terrogation really make the best
reading in the book.

The book sets at naught the old
publishing maxim that war books
won't sell when the war is in pro­
cess of being forgotten. But here
the message is plain. To there
men who survive, none of this is
ever forgotten. It is all painful,
nauseous experience, far, far from
home and among surroundings
where sympathy and understand- .
ing are entirely absent.

The conversation, the attitudes, .
the fears and doubts and mental
torture of men who feel they can I
never be sure of anything again, ■
who doubt their wives and ;
scourge themselves with tenuous J
hopes for an uncertain future,
are all here. .

Fighting men will recognize this ,
book. It is a part of something ,
they lived through. Mailer, for all
his 25 years, has done a masterful ■
job at lifting something now '
some years old into a .brightf and..
overpowering focus. [

At $4, it’s worth every penny ' J

reviews. Doubledays \\ QXB program Re­
cently called it the third most important
book of the year, the other two being "The'

I Naked and the Dead (liiiichuiD' and
-Amid \Vith7>71't'Vr^': j
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PEACE OF MIND In its 27th month of best sellerdoni.
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The Naked and the Dead. Mailer

The Foolish Gentlewoman.

analysis based oh reports from leading booh
sellers in 22 cities, showing the sales rating
of 16 leading fiction and general*titles, and
their relative standing over the past 3 weeks.

A third edition of 20,000 copies (total to
date, 60,000 copies) has been started to
press to take care of the orders which
have been piling up. If you intend to
read Norman Mailer'S remarkable novel
we suggest that you place your order
with your bookseller now to avoid dis-
appointment

PILGRIM'S INW*„
Elizabeth Goudge.

THE NAKED AND THE
Coward,
DEAD
Rinehart,

A new Literarv Guild printing brings the total number
nF copies to 615,000.
Coming up rapidly to the top, with almost 40,000 copies
sold. 2,500 in the past week.
550,000 book club copies and 91,000 through the trade
make a total of 641,000 sold.
The newest best seller in fiction is going ahead at a good

Reported high in sales throughout the country in its
fifth month as a leading nonfiction best seller.

EANWHILE the Haddon Crafts­
men had put a second edition to

press—15,000 copies (all we could get
paper for). Through their enthusiastic
cooperation this entire edition is being
printed and bound in under ten days—
a phenomenal record. These books
should have arrived in your bookstore
by the time this advertisement appears.

First in Cleveland stores, seconc
Press and the Daily News.
.Wliitllgscy-JLkyjiic Jb .putting on
Philadelp

Whittle 'i y. $3.50 store ord

ton Mifflin and then a second,
pro-publication printing of 25,000 *
additional copies, with paper cur- ';

. -rently on the way for a third .
printing. (It’s also the BOM club
selection for July.) Language •.
rights have been sold in German,
Dutch, Danish, Swedish, Norwe- . '
gian, Italian, Portuguese, Greek. S
Hebrew, Icelandic. Three French
editions are under way (Paris,
Geneva, Brussels), and two Span­
ish (Barcelona, Buenos Airesj.
Negotiations are being carried on
for publication in Finnish, Turk-.
ish, Arabic, Japanese, Persian
and other languages. (What? No
Esperanto?) But—an eloquent
footnote to the political times—
Czech language editions have
been canceled.

E PUBLISHED Norman Mailer’s
novel on May 6th, with a first

printing of 25,000 copies. By publication
day just under 15,000 copies had been
bought by booksellers. Then they started
reordering.

In the next seven days we shipped or
"back ordered" 12,812 copies-and
were out of stock.

Houghton, $3.95
CIVILIZATION ON TRIAL

Arnold J. Toynbee. Oxford, $3.50
SEXUAL BEHAVIOR IN
THE HUMAN MALE
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Cerf-Sufficient

ALL was quiet the other day
on the western front in Chi­

cago during the American Book- '.
sellers’ forty-eighth annual con-
vention—until Random Houie |
president Bennett Cerf whipped |
out a pocket-sized shillelagh and ;
brought on an unanticipated and
partisan commotion. Amid hisses
and applause, Mr. Cerf gave the .

. booksellers what-for for running
to Washington to register their J
disapproval of the book clubs. |
There are enough controls, '
enough Washington interference.
Mr. Cerf orated, irately. Why.
didn’t the sellers and the clubs

x sit down together and give the..;
lions and the lambs a lesson in
fraternization ? There are plenty ;
of book club abuses (Mr. Cerf !
didn't take the time to tick them I
off), but none that couldn’t be |
eradicated by some civilized talk. I

That, however, wasn’t crucial.
There was, Mr. Cerf said, a
pretty good reason for sales be­
ing down: there weren’t many
good books being published. It
was as simple as that.. This
spring, for instance, only three
books - -he said—had come out
that were worth the reader’s
good timb: "The Ides of March,’’
by Thornton Wilder; "Cry the
Beloved Country," by Alan Pa­
ton ;U"The Naked and the Dead."
by Norman Mailer.X

Since none oi the three novels
is Random House property, a hot
rumor went around that an ob-

. jective publisher had at last been
located. When we spoke to Mr.
Corf, however, we learned that

MALABAR FARM
Louis Bromfield. Harper, $3.75

JIM FARLEY’S STO^Y-——

Ragle in the Sky, Mason
The Ides of March. Wilder

No Trumpet Before Him, White
The Time Is Noon. Haydn
Everybody Slept Here. Arnold
Asylum for die.Queen. Jordan

People Who Read and -Write
PRETTY much of opposite

schools, Mr. Winston Church­
ill and Mr. Norman Mailer never­
theless have something in com­
mon—Mr. Mailer s novel, "The
Naked and the Dead," is already
a runaway seller and Mr. Church­
ill's "The Gathering Storm" gives
every indication that it will fol­
low suit.

First printing by Rinehart for
"The Naked and the Dead” was
a 25,000-copy run. Reorders came
in at a furious rate, including a
one-day take of 6,000 copies.
Rinehart then printed 20,000
copies, and is currently on the
press with a third printing of
15,000. All in all, a total of 60,000
copies, not counting book club
sales (it’s the Book Find selec­
tion for July), which at $4 the
copy is a reasonable piece of the
national income.

Mr. Churchill’s "The Gathering
Storm’’ (see page 1) was given a
75,000-copy printing by Hough-

Thc Golden Hawk. Yerby
Rai nt rec County. Lockridge

Parris Mitchell of Kings Row. Th e Re ll am an ns
Bright Feather. Wilder
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An analysis based on reports from leading book
sellers in 22 cities, showing the sales rating
of 16 leading fiction and general titles, and.
their relative standing over the Past 3 weeks.
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Thus Far From
World WarH

Saturday Review of Literature
NEW YORK, N. Y.

Mailer's novel, "The Naked and
the Dead," /or Kermit 13 loo in-

garden

' war story, “The Naked and the
Dead?’ For comic relief we would
suggest Burnham’s “Contest for
the World.” . . . Robert P. Tris­
tram Coffin has in the past been
recognized only as a poet, essayist,
novelist, lecturer, historian, profes­
sor (at Bowdoin) and text book­
author. Macmillan has revealed
nn unsuspected talent in this versa­
tile Maine man. While on a lec­
ture tour he learned, in an Okla­
homa hotel, that due to circum­
stances beyond 'their control, his.
shirts would not be returned to him?
for two weeks. Occupants of the.

i hotel laundry must have been
startled when they saw an apple-
checked New Englander descend
into their midst, seize a hot iron
and go to work on his shirts. Mr.
Coffin, neat as a- pin, checked out ;
on schedule. '

Christmas." . . . Eileen Prince,
Robert Griffen and George Neise
have been added to the cast of
"Grandma's Diary."

Mi".
..............................

IS BUSTIN’ OUT’
' A-‘ Second printing of “Eiscn-[ I
hower‘Sfleaks” has just been print-; |
ed by Farrar, Straus. Should bejj •

'called “Eisenhower Speaks Again,”./:,'
' perhaps? . . . The Book Find Club •
apparently believes in giving its.

’ members strong meat—one month
i they were electrified by “The Stil-

U well Papers,” and the next Norman ~
< Mailer’s..frightful, brutally honest. |

of this drawback,
superior writing in
factual reporting of

; with truth

has dug deeply into the characters of a
I frighteningly primitive group of men. All

this is quite wonderful. But he has been
tastelessly, needlessly, sickeningly faith­
ful to the indecency of their speech. A
sense of proportion would have made this

—Jiqe..nu\’cLa little less revolting without
I lessening it’s' brutal- impact on the read-

Mailer's Best Seller Gripping
Shocker of Men and Death

who returned also will
recognize, probably with personal

the language usedmV?e G1aS under General Cum-
™ Anopopei. Mailer (him­
self Leyte alum) writes GI as it
is spoke. Mailer’s book will be
criticized for the language his sol-
ciiers use.

GI talk is over-pungent, repeti­
tious, and unimaginative in its
expletives. But it is neither ob­
scene nor blasphemous. And that
1A where the nicenelly critics of
Mailer’s book are going to botch the
job when they screech.

Army and Navy “cuss words”

Norman mailer is
young man—only 25—and his

“The Naked and the Dead’’ is a
first novel. But already he and
his book are being compared to
Dos Passes and “Three Soldiers,”
Thomas Boyd and “Through the
Wheat,” Erich Maria Remarque
and “All Quiet on the Western
Front,” and Ernest Hemingway
and "A Farewell to Arms."

“The Naked and the Dead,” like
those other novels, is a war story;
however, its men are of another
age, a hander, more cynical and
more callous age. Unlike the men
who bore arms before them, they
brought no illusions to he shat­
tered by the leering realities of
wst
>MR MAILER has set these

m'-n from coldly courageous Ser- •
grant Croft, to whom combat is a
Welcome abrasive for sharpening
his sense of command, to Rod, fof
whom war Is- ilie final proof of
his personal inadequacy, on ai

. Island called Anopopei.
.; Against the beautiful and ond

nous lushness of Anopopei these.
nien grope in a blind and unsuc­
cessful search for a pattern of
reason in the past to justify the
present. They have no future; it
belongs to some indefinable, but
ever-present thing called Army.
They stumble from hummock to
hummock, dogging an elusivfe
enemy, not knowing or caring
why.

THE OCCASIONAL tight vio­
lence of comhat, breaking as
quickly as a summer storm, illu­
mines in its lightnings the terrors
and the frustrations that were
produced in these men (and fur­
tively tucked away) by the sins
of omission and commission in
their secret lives.

Playing upon them, arousing
them to this pitch and that, like
a symphony conductor, is the
Machiavellian General Cummings.
to whom war Is simply the or­
chestration of man, a composition
to be played as an Instrument of
his personality. '

THEN THERE is Lieutenant
Hearn, the general’s aide, who is
sent, Indirectly, to his death when
he pierces the general's veneer and
discovers his superior’s only weak­
ness—a latent homosexuality.

To the ’general, Hearn’s death
brings a pang of regret, a remem­
brance of longing mixed with n
sense nf satisfaction. To Sergeant
Croft, Hearn’s immediate subordi­
nate. the lieutenant’s death is
simply the removal of an obstacle
blocking the sergeant’s hold on
the platoon, the only reality for
him.

BY THE DEVICE of the flash­
back,. Mr. Mailer shows how war
is the activating agent of the
prejudices, the hopes, the fears,
the cynicism—and here and there
the feeble flames of faith—that
have simmered in these men
through the random years of
civilian life.

I Mr. Mailer has written a deeply
I moving hook, sometimes frighten-
| Ing In its intensity. It was writ-
i ten by a man who was there. To
, this reviewer. "The Naked and
' the Dead” is the best novM to
•aerne out of World War H.

Todd Planning Musical I
Even these hot clays. Michael I

Todd can be found at his office
hard at work on preparations for
the new musical In which he will
star Bobby Clark. But the show­
man is not in a talkative mood.
Asked yesterday to copflrm a re­
port that the music would be writ­
ten by Jimmy McHugh and Harold
Adamson, Mr. Todd retorted sim­
ply that he wasn’t ready to make
any announcements of any kind.
He did say that his show should
not be confused with another mu­
sical dealing with the life of Bobby
Clark and written by Kay Swift.
As for Mr. Clark, he is in Los Ange­
les at the moment where "Sweet­
hearts’’ is in the second of a three-
week engagement at Edwin Les­
ter’s Civic Light Opera. Last week,
the show grossed $43,500. '
Hellman Play Confirmed

Confirmation was forthcoming
yesterday of the story printed here
last week that Lillian Hellman
would dramatize Norman Mailer’s
war novel, "The Naked and the
Dead.” for Kermit Bloomgarden.
The production will also be staged
by Miss Hellman. It will mark her

since “Another Part of
/J-- Forest.’’ With his nook now on
■. . '-SV,.-, of the best-seller lists

,. ■t ( foughbut the country, Mr.
‘ Loitereii.'oying/a vacatrpa iff

New Yorkers f
Are Residing— .

Compiled from current reports of
Bloumlncdnlc's, Doublcdny Book Shops.
Macy’s. Wanamakcr's. Scribner's and
Brcntano's Book Stores.

FICTION
"The Naked and the Dead," by Nor­
man Moller (Rinehart).
* n!n," by Elizabeth Goudge
(Coward McCann).
"Foolish Gentlewoman," by Margery
Shorn (Little, Brown).
"The World is Not Enough," by Zoe
OldenboUrg (Pantheon).
"Never Love a Stranger," by Harold
Robbins (Knopf).
"Raintree County." by Ross Lock­
ridge Jr. (Houghton, Mifflin).

NON-FICTION
"Peace .of Mind," by Joshua Loth
Liebman (Simon «£- Schuster).
"How to JSlop Worrying and Start
Living." by Dale Carnegie (Simon «£-
Schuster).
"The Gathering Storm.” by Winston
Churchill (Houghton, Mifflin).

4. "StT&al Behavior ib thr Tfsrns.t
’ Alfred (. ! iJavrXriz >.

J. Pc~ c-.l'- to '

THE NAKED AND THE DEAD
Norman Mailer. New York: Rine­
hart and Company.

THE NAKED AND THE DEAD
is no novel for the squeamish. Nor­
man Mailer tells a gripping and at
times shocking story of the events
that lead up to a patrol in the Pa­
cific during the recent war. and
the story of the patrol itself. At
best, this is an epic account of men

I living side by side with death; at
its worst, it is a profane tract
against the indignities of war.

J The protagonists of this novel
I are the men of a reconnaissance
platoon; they are portrayed against
the squalor of troopships and the
lush backgrounds of a tropical is­
land. Tortured by the strain of
continual battle with the Japs, and .
their own more intensely personal •
war with the discomforts of life:
in the tropics, they goad each other |
the effort a release from tension.
The are ultimately designated to I
make a patrol behind the enemy j
lines, but they are unjuc£>2usful. j
They return to find that the mission
was futile as well as disastrous.

It would be hard to name a
recent novel in which the characters
art so consistently repulsive. From
tbi brilliant and homosexual gen-
enil down to the craven and
□pathetic privates, they present an
unrelieved succession of neurotic
complexes, rather than the facets of
character. -One atrocity Jfifid.s to

; another so inevitably that the
I reader become*? inured to their im-
: pact,_As a result, the men nevpi'

it
^3

ir NWs o/ tfe. Theater
1 - By BERT McCORD - . -''II

Todd Plantihtif Miisirtil i J rr.fr......

b-..------ diagnosis—
several times, and at the end it... ‘— continu-

£ the

' FINE w,
' ha'rtl i; “T"11 ,he Dead' titme-

nart) is enjoying the success it de-
X aJTithe carping °f readerswho find the language too outspoken
£ iROm£Ort Critic Robert L. Perkin,
in the Rocky Mountain News, effec­
tively answered such critics, and in-
^om/n y SP?rked a flock o£ reorders
nun^ PartS °f C°Iorad0’ with these
pungent paragraphs:

fort i Jan
LCS ANGELES,CAL

. ,6/14/1(5
"1 The Naked and the Dead—By N&r-S

„ man Mailer (Rinehart, $4). The most im-
—pressTve'’hovel about the late war yet

I written, an overwhelmingly powerful study
of war and of men on a Pacific island
Mr. Mailer has told a superbly dramatic
story, a horrible but engrossing one. He

become wholly believable, despite
their apt and
speech.

Regardless
there is much
the book. The . _
incident rings with truth and
reality. The capturing of mood is
replete with subtle nuances that
lift it above mere description.
There is a certain finese in the
handling of the phychological com­
plications between the men, despite
the bluntness with which they are
reported. The narrative portions of
the book stand out with photo­
graphic clarity. This book will not
be read and reread; the impression
it makes; "howoVer. will be much
discussed, and it will remain fresh

..with the render n Ion-; time.—J.L.B.
& •' COSTON. MASS.

carry a heavy freight of emotion
(normally disgust), and absolutely
no meaning. Dictionary meanings
of the individual words are as re­
mote as Sanskrit from the mind
of the cusser. j_ L

The GI, for instance, who lashes
out with (to choose a mild one):
“That goddam bastard!” is taking
neither the Deity nor the parentage
of his victim in vain. God has noth­
ing whatever to do with “goddam,”
and if “bastard” means uncertain
parentage, Ie( the sonsabitchin’ bi­
ologists hunt themselves into a new
word. J

The GI isn’t blaspheming, nor, at '1 ’
the moment, being obscene. He is 1
merely a man, as pure in heart as j
any, who is much put-upon, who
has been handed society’s most
filthy job, and who is toweringly
and continually browned-off about
the whole affair.

There is obscenity in Mailer’s
book. It is in the mind and heart
of General Cummings. Cummings
is a brilliant man, a gifted tactician,
sharp of wit and suave of manner,
knows instinctively the words to !
use to keep his men thinking he
is a right Joe. He’s a scholar whose
knowledge passes his understand- *
ing, and he is a Fascist by choice.
He repeats, and believes, that war
is man’s natural state. He wor­
ships power, and his ambition al­
ready scales ahead to the day he
sees when he will share the con­
solidated power of America with a
few other conscienceless men like
himself. His proposals for all other
lesser men: “The role of the 20th
Century man is anxiety.” Mailer
repeats the general’s

becomes the dominating, cont
ing, unanswered question of
book. . . .
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;sf Sellers

FICTION
THE NAKED AND THE

DEAD,
By Norman Mailer.

PA RRIS“~MTTC HELL OF
KINGS ROW,

By Henry and Katherine
Bellaman.

MR. ROBERTS,
By Thoman Heggen.

PILGRIM’S INN,
By Elizabeth Goudge.

RAINTREE COUNTY,
By Ross Lockridge Jr.

NON-FICTION
HOW TO STOP

WORRYING,
By Dale Carnegie.

POWER GOLF,
i By Ben Hogan.
! HISTORY OF THE

OLYMPIC GAMES.
By Bill Henry.

SEXUAL BEHAVIOR IN
THE HUMAN MALE,

By Alfred Kinsey and
others.

JIM' FARLEY’S STORY,
By Janies A. Farley.

[ BOOK REVIEW DIGEST
NEW YORK, N. Y.

story ought to bo m e linpres-
1s. Within these limits, however,
and the Dead' Is substantial

SEAVER, EDWIN, ed. Cross section, 1948; a
collection of new American writing. (V4) 4G7p
$3 Simon & Schuster

810.8 American literature—Collections.
- Short stories—Collections
"The new ‘Cross Section’ contains fifteenshort stories, two novelettes, a couple of crit­

ical essays, a 45,000-word ‘satire’ by JessamynWest, and a sample chapter from Norman
Matter’s ‘TUq Naked and the Dead

; ’"irerttld Tribune Wkly Bk R

i Frank Yerby. (Dial.)
PARRIS MITCHELL OF

KINGS ROW, by Henry and
Katherine Bellamann. (Simon
& Schuster.) * '

PILGRIM’S INN? by Elizabeth
Goudge. (Coward-McCann.)

R AINTREE COUNTY, bv Ross
Lockridge Jr. (Houghton Mifflin.)

NON-FICTION
'PEACE OF MIND, by Joshua

L, Uebman. (Simon & Schuster.)
HOW TO STOP WORRYING

AND START LIVING, by Dale
Carnegie. (Simon & Schuster.)

THE STILWELL PAPERS,
edited by Thocdore H. White.
(Sloane.)

MALABAR FARM, by Louis
BromHeld. (Harper.)

SEXUAL BEHAVIOR IN THE
HUMAN MALE, by Alfred C.
Kinsey and associates. (W. B.
Saunders.) .
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. Sellers
This wcek.’s best seller list al

compiled by Newbcgln’s:
, FICTION

and Uio Dead." by Normal

"The Foolish Gentlewomen," by Mar-
sery sharp.

"Peony," by Pear) Buck.
‘Tire," by Ceonrc Stewart

o! Tuorcln-

MAILER, ffOBMAN. The naked: und l)m deed j |
Wl, fl IIIllL^ar 4fe-G633- j
A long novel based on the reactlona of the ' '/-

members ot an American platoon to their part jj 11
of the invasion and occupation ot a Japanese^ fl
held Island—presumably In 104-1. The action ll '-.W
divided Into three dramatic stories: tho lands' I
Ing on tho Ishuad: a Japanese counter-attack . K
by night: and Adadng patrol of tiro platoon I lizatlon of "The I’behind enemy I  — , ■ „

"Strikes mo as being by tar the most Ini- - DCaa, the striking
pressiyo piece ot fiction to date about Ampr|- ; Norman Mallei’, which has broken

attieirtecoras'for Rinehart & Co.
mid has .lumped into the best?
seller list since its publication last

. | month. Only yesterday a number
I ot motion picture companies were
I reported to be bidding for the

i 'screen rights to the Mallei’ book,
j which was greeted with almost un-

’ bridled enthusiasm by the literary
critics.

.‘’The Naked and the Dead" tells
the story of the men in an under-:
manned platoon which took pari.
in the invasion and occupation ot
a Japanese-held island in the year
1944. Its author, at twenty-five,

■ has been favorably compared to
Dos Bassos and Hemingway. Qf.

; his book, Lewis Gannett wrote that j
"with its constant nervous tension,’

jits relentless recording of the:
. ' defecatory and copulatory detail]

] ot Army talk, its acute awareness
■ ot the mingling of inhuman strain

the Dead a great war novel. . . Do you want ;to know how American combat soldiers of tho • v
second World War ate, slept, swore? Read . •,
‘The Naked and the Dead.* Norman Mailer i
has an uncanny phonographic ear for the argot '
of efficient obscenity that served as a medium
of communication In the Army of the UnitedStates.’’ Richard Match

+ N Y Herald Tribune Wkly Bk R p3My 9 ’48 lOOOw
“Undoubtedly the most ambitious novel to

bo written about the recent conflict, It Is alsothe most ruthlessly honest and in scope andIn integrity compares favorably with the best
that followed World War I. Even In its repetl-
tlousncss, wordiness, and overanalysis of mo­
tive. It is a commanding performance by a
young man of 25 whose gifts are impressive
and whose failures are a matter of reach
rather than grasp. . . It Is virtually a Kinsey
Report on the sexual behavior of the GI.Its style Is an almost pure Army billingsgate
that-will offend many readers, although In no
sense is It exaggerated. . . ‘The Naked and
the Dead’ Is not a great book, but indisputably
It bears witness to a new and significant talentamong American novelists." David Dempsey

4---- NY Times p6 My 9 ’48 800w
"An Impressive and In many ways a highly

satisfactory novel about combat In the second
World War. but It shares the tendency of
most current novels toward underslmpllflcatlon.It Is too long and It Is too complicated. . . Ils
dialogue ‘Is true and straightforward. At times,In spite of the unwieldy size of the cast, Its
types become real characters. . . It Is a matterof record . . . that the author Is twenty-five
years old. . . His age has no hearing that I
can see on the fact that ho is a man of wis­
dom and perception, who tells a good story
powerfully and well." John Lardner

4---- New Yorker 24:115 My 15 ’48 1250w
’’The ordinary soldiers in ‘The Naked and

the Dead’ lack tho vitality and originality of,say, the Britishers In ’The Edge of the Night.’
Mr. Mailer loans rather heavily on the sexual
experiences of his lower-class figures, too;
those may be a solace for the common man.and even a source of strength, but they don’t
constitute his only achievement. I think this
is tho main weakness of the novel, for there
Is no real balance of the dramatic forces In
it, Just as there Is a final lack of. emotionalimpact. The ' ’ • •
slve than It
’The Naked

* TTDd® Top Ten
FICTION

1. The Naked and the Dead Ttorman_Mi)iler
2. The Loved One  .Evelyn Waugh
3. The Foolish Gentlewoman Margery Sharp
4. Ides of March ..Thornton Wilder
5: Bright Feather Robert Wilder
6. Twelve O’clock High Lay nnd Bartlett
7. Melissa Taylor Caldwell
8- Peony pearl Buck
0. The Golden Hawk Frank Yerby

10. Rnintree County floss Lockridge Jr.
. NON-FICTION

1. The. Gathering Storm Winston Churchill
2. Peace of Mind. .Joshua Liebman
3. Sexual Behavior in the Human Male A. C. Kinsey
4. Stilwell Papers. Ed. by Theodore H. White
5. Civilization on Trial...... Arnold Toynbee
6. How Lost Was My Weekend. ...... 1.., .David Dodge
7. Journal of Andre Gide, Vol. IL Andre Gide
8. Our Unknown Ex-President. ...........Eugene Lyons
®. Guide to Confident Living Norman Vincent Peale

10. How to Stop Worrying & Start Living.,. ,D. Carnegie
As reported by:

Books in Review Hollywood Martindales Robinson's
Wetlwuod

Mailer. New lork: Rinehart. SI-
The stow of an imaginary attack on a Jap

anese-occupied island, seen through the eye
of a platoon, a major, and a general. Urhaps.
the most distinguished post-Wor
novel yet to be published, it is a ruthlessly!
honest’delineation of the “ntbgulU.or-
rors of modern warfare. While it sudors oc
casionally from wordiness, repeftivenes., d
overunalydK it heralds the arrival of a ufod
new writer, on the American scene.

(BESTSELLERS
IN ST. LOUIS

FICTION
—THE NAKED AND THE DEAD,

j by Norman Mailer. (Rinehart.)

 sellers throughout the
country during the past week,

. according to the booksellers, in­
cluded:

, FICTION —Pilgrim’s Inn by
j Elizabeth Goudge; Golden Hawk

by Frank Yerby; The Naked and
the Dead by Nonp.an,jailer;
Raintree County by‘Ross Lock­
ridge Jr.; Parris Mitchell of
Kings Row by H. and K. Bclla-
mann.

NON-FICTION — Peace of
Mind by Joshua Loth Liebman;
Civilization on Trial by Arnold
Toynbee; Sexual Behavior in the
Human Male by Alfred Kinsey
et al; Malabar Farm by Louis
Bromfield: On Active Service by
Henry L. Stimson and McGeorge
Bundy.  .

Strikes mo as being by far tho moat im­
pressive pleco of fiction to date about Amcrl- ; w
cans in tho Second World War." C. J. Rolo] 1

4- Atlantic 188:114 Jo ’48 900w 1 J
Reviewed by Emmett Dedmon

Chicago Sun p8X My 9 ’48 BOOw
"A brilliant book—but one that makes such . ibarrowing reading, and which Is written with '

such Intensity, such bald realism, such unro- I
strained accuracy of detail in speech and |
thought, that all but the tough-skinned will
turn from It, feeling reluctant to look again • I
on the baring of men’s inner beings under |
stress of Jungle warfare. . . An unpleasant ‘
experience, but one that makes an unforget­table Impression.’’

Klrkus 16:126 Mr 1 ’48 250w r-
“Thls is an exceptionally fine book. . . Tho I

language employed is very strong and so ac- I
curately reported that It probably will offend 3many and may create problems in handling.
Recommended.’’ Donald Wasson '

j 4- Library J 73:707 My 1 '48 lOOw
"For the most part, the novel Is a tran­

scription of [the soldiers’] talk, lusterless grip-.
ing and ironed-out obscenities, too detailed '. ~
and monotonous to have been imaginatively 1conceived for any larger purpose, but too ■
exact and literal to have been merely guessed ,
at. It is like a sheaf of posthumous letters
home, which we read as Intruders of privacy, j
This naturally lays a constraint on our re- I'.sponso, unless we’re In the habit of being
flippant at a memorial service. . . This doesn’t • -
mean to deny Mailer his achievement. If ho.i - o—-o ------- ---------------
has a taste-for transcribing banalities, he also- with Utter Vacuity,‘The Naked andhas a talent for it." John Farrelly to mod4---- New Rcpub 118:32 My 17 ’48 320w • L)cad IS one OI the most

“With this one astonishing book, h'is first- ‘i' Astringent stories to emerge fiom
11-length work of fiction, he Joins the ranks ! i) World War II.” Richard Match

major American novelists. This reviewer said thal hr had no hesitation 11is no hesitation In calling ’The Naked and " ;‘^[0 nc nao no nCMtauonn .calling it “a great Avar novel.”
3 ■ Miss Hellman’s last play, ‘jAn-

• other Part of the Forest,” was
produced by Kermit Bloomgardcn,
who will presumably also sponsor
her next. Mr. Bloomgarden, by
the way, has given, up “Queen
of Sheba.” His decision was
prompted by the fact that he has
had no experience in the produc­
tion of musicals. When Molly Day
Thacher first brought the book to
him, he thought it would .be
sufficient to engage a composer
and a lyricist, both of whom had
shows to their credit. -But when
Miss Thacher picked Alex North

Hfov1 the music and William L.
Scudder for the lyrics—both new­
comers—they agreed that some
one else should produce the show.

“ CINCINNATI, O:
POST

POST
A "1 :' i —

Narinmi Mai!er^U^fla*r °LI ex-GI front BroORl)
n.uctr.iLSsso.l first novel The Naked and tho Dead:

“Whcn.it was done, I could feel, and
still feel, that for all its faults tho
book represented a life-view, a com­
pound of ironies, subtleties, fore­
bodings, assertions, emotional re­
sponses, etc. which all of us have,
nnd which are impossible to express
in speech .;. I wish that you read it
for that, as a life-view which will
correspond partially to your own
life-view, nnd perhaps may change

norman MAILER you a little bit.” Mr. Mailer’s novel—
n Book Find Club selection—is written out of his wartime

- experience in the South Pacific. lie i^^Q^tFirvcTnng m
' eturn t0 th,s
country in August,

I 'Ndlied and Dead’ May Be Play
I Although Lillian Hellman could
"not be reached for confirmation
last night, It was learned from a
tollable source that her next play­
writing venture will bo a drama-

Nakcd.-,nnjJ the
ig firstjfbvol by

a matter of reach
the ‘sexual behavior^ of ~the * GL
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FICTION
D THE DEAD, by Nor-

'irmn-MalleEU^inehart).
PILGRIM’S INN, by Elizabeth

Goudge (Coward-McCann).
RAINTREE COUNTY, by Ross Lock-1

ridge, Jr. (Houghton Mifflin).
PEONY, by Pearl Buck (John Day).
THE IDES OF MARCH, by Thorn­

ton Wilder (Harper).
FOOLISH GENTLEWOMAN, ’toy

’ Margery Sharp (Littlo Brown).

Kitty rose from promiscuous ob- 7®;’.
scurlty as a “call girl” to ostensible 'I
respectability as the wife of /a.’
captain in the Air Forces. Kitty’s *
habits, however, do not change ma- •’
terially, although up until the very;
last she makes sure that she never
awakens in the morning to find
the uniform of an enlisted man
flung across the bedroom chair.' ,

And finally there are the sohdly-
in-love couple who are touched
with the rare quality of real no­
bility and alongside whom
other appear tarnished. He
been sent home from Europe
cause he refused to temper
criticism of Air Forces equipment;
and after a few months in the
Pentagon he is kicked out again ;
for stepping on a senator’s toes.

Except for the final chapters, •
when Kitty attends personally to ;
the rehabilitation of an amputee,
(an enlisted soldier, by the way),
“Everybody Slept Here” is not re- 1
markable for its dramatic context, j
Most of the sequences take place •
in bedrooms, bars, kitchens and •
the offices of the Pentagon. Ana- I
lyzed separately, they are composed I
of tho trivia of everyday life, tilted
to a crazy angle by the un­
natural things that are happening
and always—in the background —• '

' the presence of death.
Mr. Arnold did not choose to

write an expose of wartime Wash-
1 ington, though some of the material
‘ for such a scandal-baring is here.
■ Instead he wanted to examine at
' close range the effect of the Wash-
1 ington atmosphere upon people who
5 were basically sound and normal.
1 If not exactly wholesome, at least
■ they would have been described by
■ their friends as “regular folks."

Today they are probably back
■ home again—these soldiers of the
■ Battle of Washington, these tip-
5 piers at the Pentagon tea-party.
f (Well, all but Kitty, who wasn’t
■ awarded posthumously a Silver
5 Star or even a combat ribbon for
f her part in the war.) By this time
1 they no doubt have settled back
i into the home-town routine, and
1 if they happen to read “Everybody
■ Slops H6re" they may chuckle a
- bit here and raise an eyebrow
- there at some of the shenanigans.

Mr. Arnold’s latest novel is pene­
trating, sincere, and provocative. I

Leading the List ,
! Best sellers in Detroit for the
’week ending June 26:
} - FICTION _

The Naked and the Dead
by Norman Mailer

► This -gw+gifrntfTiT war novel, dealing
with an infantry reconnaissance platoon
on an island in the Pacific, raises inter­
esting questions concerning truth’ in

yfiction. The book is said to be remlirk-

BEST SELLERS |
FICTION.

Pilgrim’s Inn/ Elizabeth Goudge.
The Naked and the Dead, Nor­

man Mailer.
TheTrChSw Hnvk, Frank Yerby. •
Peony, Pearl Buck.
Riintree County, Rosa Lock-

j ridge Jr. . ..

posed to have the intelligence or
moral sense' to distinguish good
from bad? . .. Why is the speaker
ostracized and the writer ac­
claimed? ... If, in insuring the
right of one group to free speech,
we are allowing a constant condi­
tioning against that which is good
in another group, are we being
aware of our responsibility to the
whole of society?’’ . . . Mrs. Dolan
puts the case clearly and without
rancor, and I’ve quoted her at some
length because she probably speaks
for many like-minded readers. But
I do not believe her parallel holds.
Foul mouths on street corners are
disturbing the peace. Frank lan­
guage or “intimate’’ episodes in
works of literature constitute at­
tempts to record realistically man-

‘ners and customs, with which, par­
ticularly in the novel, literature is

! generally concerned.-T’/. Let’s put
: it all into one capsule, since I think
: Mrs. Dolan has in fact brought us

to the crux of the whole discus­
sion. GI’s living and fighting on a
Pacific island were foul-mouthed.
The recording of their talk in Nor-
mnp Mai 1 cr> "The Naked and the
Dead” is not iw>the least reprehen­
sible. His novel says in effect: this
Jsjjow they acted, how they talked,
how it was. That, precisely, is the
business of literature. . . . Now—to
go further: I am not saying that
there arc not written and published
cheap books designed to shock, to
stimulate erotically, to be “dirty."
But censorship is no solution. Edu­
cation is a solution. Maturity is a

i solution. We must have the free­
dom to read anything we care to.
just as certainly have the freedom
not to read anything We don’t care
to. You and I may agree that so-
and-so's “Lights of Lust” is a cheap
come-on. a teaser of pornography.
But if we agree that it should be
censored then we open the door to
censorship of anything and every­
thing. What then could we say if
two other people with censoring
power agree that “Studs Lonigan”
is pornographic — or some of
Shakespeare’s plays, or the Holy
Bible? . . . No. Agreement to cen­
sorship in any particular leads to
a possible general censorship in
which neither taste nor common
sense could prevail. The principle
is the thing and it must be ad­
hered to if we arc to maintain our
freedom of expression. Censor­
ship is the perversion of education.

As I’ve said recently here, I feel
that freshened attempts at book
censorship fit in alarmingly well
with the Thomas Committee,
witch-hunting atmosphere. And
I’ve a letter just in from Charles
Gorham—whose “Gilded Hearse"
was cleared in a New York court
after a ridiculous attack upon it—
who says “1 have noticed that
(John) Sumner’s recent efforts
have been directed against books
that criticize the status quo in one
way or another. Wilson’s “Hecate
County” was a broad indictment;
Willingham’s book (“End as a
Man") attacked militarism in edu­
cation; mine had to do with the
evils of big .time publishing. . . .
I have talked." says Gorham, “with
James Farrell, and he is organizing

circle of Home life. In 'Washington,
where he ih a commissioned flunkey
to the general whose job Is to
maintain liaison with Congress, he
cOrset-s himself to disguise his mid- ‘
cU.o-ngcd paunch and she takes to |
intoxicants with a grim vengeance'
’implying that she never before ;
knew of their existence.

Another pair, younger in yearri
and less ripe in experience, comes •
from the deep south. Since losing .
their baby in an automobile acci­
dent they have become sexually es­
tranged and he—after fighting /the
“Pentagon tea party” for ninny
months—wangles a fighting assign­
ment to New Guinea, hoping that ‘
he will be killed after his tour of
useful service. . e-

Thon there is Kitty, ode of tho
types most frequentlyencountered'
in Washington. diirihg' the war.

irilLlllK, OU1VC1C, w 1 • ---- — ......
think you will remember some of it'i ' ;1 b>g meting about the thing in the
for a long time, which is more
than can be said for many cur­
rent novels which make larger pre­
tensions with considerably less pro­
fundity. ' -

WASHINGTON ALSO
HAD ITS BATTLES
EVERYBODY SLEPT HERE: By Elliott Arnold; New York: Duell, Sloan

<t Pearce; $3.00.
By II. It. PINCKARD

Several weeks ago I read one of those “quickie” reviews
■ of Norman Mailer’s masterful novel, "The Naked And The
Dead.” Tlie reviewer^observed, In a tone which blended
admonition with apprehension, that the soldier dialogue
which makes up a good fifty per cent of .the bwk is weighted
with obscenity. He wondered
(and you could see him purs­
ing his thin lips and re-edlt-
ing the original manuscript)

j If the same results could not
have been achieved without so

! much foul language.
The answer to the reviewer’s

question is a firm no. Mr. Mailer’s
object in writing the book was to
distill the ferment of war into a

, vessel small enough for convenient
handling. He wanted the 'distillate
of -his thoughts and experiences tol
look like war, smell like war. taste
like war, and—in fine—to be un-

. ■ mistakably a product of war. If his
tired, raw-nerved combat, soldiers
had spoken in fine Spencerian
script instead of the vulgar argot
of - the jungles and the beaches.
they would have been something
levs: than a reasonable facsimile of
soldiers.
'.This brings me to the book ly­
ing open on my desk, the seventh
novel and the tenth volume from
tlie*. typewriter of young Mr. Ar­
nold, late of Uncle Whiskers’ Army.

' It Is a story .of Washington in war­
time and inevitably I am going to
read somewhere that “the book is

■ alright, except that It characters
seem to be preoccupied with sex

' and alcohol.”
The statement is true

pcrficial way. I would
that less than one-third
“Everybody Slept Here" is con- ,
cerned with people who do not have .
a bourbon-bedroom complex. But i
as ih the case of “The Naked And j
The Dead” it would have been im­
possible for an honest artist to por- ,
tray the scene and the people in any .

' other way.
I The Battle of Washington was ■
' an extended and remarkably con- ,

-i fused operation in which the ob- .
* jectives rapged from housing to a
; good steak dinner. Tactics for ;
I achieving the target made no al- :
I lowances for scruples. If the price ,
i of a decent apartment was a com- ,
; mission for the landlady's son or .
! a date with the landlady’s daugh- .

ter, there were always people who ,
would pay.

This fact made it all but im- ■
I possible for men and ‘ women to
' maintain their normal, pre-war

code of ethics. Practically every-
j thing desirable was on a black­
market basis and those who scorned
to trade on the shadier side of the

i street could stay In the sun and
feel noble. After- a while the feel-

■ Ing of nobility faded, but the short-
' ages lingered on.

Most of the book’s action cen­
ters around the notorious Penta­
gon and an apartment building

. known as Capital House—one of
lire very finest and most fashion­
able in Washington. The principals
of the story are Army officers of

I middle rank and their wives and
women. With a few exceptions they

; are people who would be considered
typical Americans under normal clr-

. cumstances, but who have suc-
; cumbed in varying degrees to the
excitement, the artificiality, the

I hectic Insecurity of wartime Wash­
ington.

One of these couples is a mlddle-
‘ aged pair from California. In pri­
vate life he is an automobile dealer

| and she Is a quiet housewife de­
voted to their only' son and little__
Interested In anything outside the_

.. AT

Mr£-l.UllBe ifliley"
' Pawtucket writes'me in defense of

! "book censorship. F irst equating tht
Written word and the spoken word
os equally common, Mrs. Dolan ar-

■ • ■ flues: “Do you believe that, in the
hitcrest of freedom of speech, men
and women should be allowed to

$.• stand on street corners and pour
forth filthy language, tell offensive
stories, or describe unnatural sex­
ual relationships? Do you believe i

| that society should ignore such bc-
' havior because man is supposed to

V- be able to choose what he wants tol
j liflten to,'or because man is sup-’

ably accurate in reproducing the think-
, speech, actions o£ soldiers. Veterans,
tvMhding.this transcript of emotions, pre-
i Juki ices, cl ichfis, obscenity, and ot|ier
' filth, say, VYcs, this is precisely as it was.

' .The report is stenographic.” One does
not challenge such expert testimony.
Yet one (|°ulJts that the relentlessly
realistic author has told all concerning

i hi j characters, that he has penetrated
hevond appearances and surface action
tdgthe essence and the secret of the sev- |
eral men of whom he constructs so
heavily and plausibly documented a
semblance. He excels in photography,

[i but is he an artist? Moreover, one senses
that this mass of microscopic material ;
has been arranged to fit a thesis with :

• .which the author began. His thesis has
to do with American life and its shaping
in the postwar period; it is the sort of
diesis which make "left" and "right" in

| the political sense absolute norms.
i- "Rigorous, indeed violent, oversimplifi-
1 efttion is used in establishing and illus-
I tilting it. It is not, objectively, true,

. -atty more than the minutely detailed
; portraiture is true.

Mailer is a notably gifted young^
mliii who has written a very raw bdoL'
It is raw not merely in the sense ot:
being rough and crude, but also inithe

unrefined by depdi' aL.
pcrcepiiou ;tmd r

! st3udia£r<;:” ■
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Compiled from ? current retorts, of
loomingdale’s. Ddubleday Book Shops.

Macy's. Wanamaker s. Scribner s and
Brentano Book stores).
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No Trumpet Before Him—Nelia Gardner White....

The World Is Not Enough—Zoe Oldenbonrg

LpS ANGELES, CAL

¥OP BEST SELLE JUN-2 6 “a

Elizabeth lj
Elizabeth

by Frank
by Frank

Kings ■■ by Eoss ;
Dead,; by

by Agnes

TIMES

JUN 2 7 1948

MEMPHIS, TENN.
COMMERCIAL APPEAlthroughout the

the past week/

PILGRIM'S INN. by Elizabeth Goud
TE£E golds:; HAWK, by Frank YeT>aiKTPrr k— -r,__ • _

TEXARKANA, ARK.
GAZETTE

• JUN

- NON-FICTION — Civilization
J on Trial by Arnold Toynbee; i
J Peace of Mind by Joshua Lieb- j

man; Malabar Farm by Louis ■
I Bromfield; Sexual Behavior in 1

the Human Male by Alfred Kin-
•f sey et al; The Stilwell Papers1

I by Gen. Joseph W. StilwelL

Cry the Beloved Country—Alan Paton.

Fire—George R. Stewart...........................

Farm Mitchell of King. Ro»—H.T K- BtU.m.nn, .

Peony—Pearl S. Buck.

CINCINNATI, OHIO
POST

derate tribune
WEEKLY BOOK REVIEW
has arranged with the leading booksellers
art the country to report each week their
sales of first six titles in fiction and non-
fiction to give our readers an accurate
picture of what is being read in America.
Only titles reported three or mote times
are charted. The following books were re­
ported during the week ended June H:

FICTION

IN THE NATION \
(As recorded by th, N.w York TlirAff

Fiction Leaders:
“Naked and the Dead”—Mail­

er.
“Pilgrim’s Inn”—Goudge.
“Golden Hawk"—Yerby.
“Raintree County” — Lock-'

ridge.
“Peony”—Buck.
“Parris Mitchell of

Row”—Bellamann.
“Bright Feather”—Wilder.
“Eagle in the Sky”—Mason.
“Ides of March”—Wilder.
"Bishops Mantle"—Turnbull.
‘KcmMlim .Lradars:.

. v-e- u, k. r.GxT.i
THE BISHOP’S MANTLE, by A

Tu.-ni-.dl.
EAGLE IN THE SKY, by F.

Mason. •
NAKED AND THE DEW. by Norman

tJ§S>.IS MITCHELL, by-Henry aid Kalli-
erlr.e Bellamann.

PEONY, by Feast s. Buck.
HOUSE DIVIDED, by Ben Arr-i Williams.

My Uncle Jan—J. Auilander and A. Wnrdemann.

Days of Promise—Louis Stevens....

Flares of Time—Baynard (Kendrick..
Something’s Got To Give—Marion Hargrove

5Z
IL
37
28
28
23
21,
18

18
]6
10

_9

7
_7
A
_6
_6
5

TP
I 5

MIAMI, FLA.
NEWS

JUN 2 7 1948

SKST ■ I;
FICTION \.

The Naked and the Dead, by
N Orm a

Pilgrim’s Inn, by
.Goudge.

The Golden Hawk,
.Tarby.

-Raint.ree County,
. Lockridge, jr.

Peony, by Pearl S. Ruch.
^aHis Mitchell of Kings Row,

by The Bella mans.

IN LOS ANGELES
Fiction Leaders:
“Naked and the Dead” —

The Bishop’s Mantle—Agnes Sligh TnrabnD.

The Foolish Gentlewoman—Margery Sharp.

Bright Feather—Robert Wilder........................

sellers
country during
according to the booksellers,
included:

FICTION—Pilgrim’s Inn by
Elizabeth Goudge; The Naked
and the Dead by Norman Mail­
er; Golden Hawk by Frank

; . Yerby; Peony by Pearl Buck;
Raintree County by Ross Lock-

Pasadena
Best Sellers
PEONY by |

Tj«ba-TOOLTSH GENTLE WOMAN b> —
Margery Sharp J ■

R-^JNTTiEE COUNTY by Ross Lockridge.

„ NON - FICTION *1
•P^E 015 MIND by Joshua Loth Lieb-

SFi?P,'I- hBE?AV,0R in the HUMAN
b\ a. Kln.ey and Star: !

CIVILIZATION ON TRIAL by Arnold J. .
Toynbee . f ,

I '■'.’formation PLEASE ALMANAC ISIS
“ by John Kieran

JIM FARLEY’S STORY—James A. Farley

P’AS.ADEI 4, CAI
ST & F.-NEWS
6/27/1^

Raintree County—Ross Lockridge Jr... .

Eagle in the Sky—F. Van Wyck Mason.

House Divided—Ben Ames Williams....

------------- -'—--J

.READERSL.G
I II Compiled by the staff of the Tex- !

;arkana Public Library, agency of i
J the Community Chest. B
;; NATIONAL FAVORITES

Fiction
i Pilgrim’s Inn. by

Goudge
j'-- -The Golden Hawk.

’ i Yerbjr
The Naked and the

. Norman Mailer
Th&'SfSndp’s Mantle,

| Sligh Turnbull
. . Peony, by Pearl S. Buck

Everybody Slept Here—Elliott Arnold..

The Time Is Noon—Hiram Haydn..........

Asylum for the Queen—Mildred Jordan.

The Ides of March—Thornton Wilder..

Tobias Brandywine—Dan Wickenden..

•"Pilgrim’s Inn”—Goudge.
"Peony”—Buck.
"Golden Hawk”—Yerby.
"Raintree County” — Lock-

ridge.
i ' /"Bright Feather”—Wilder.

; /"Everybody Slept Here”—Ar-
nold.

'. "Time Is Noon”—Haydn.
J "Loved Ones”—Waugh.
'■."Parris Mitchell • of Kings-
(! Row”—Bellamann.

Pilgrim’s Inn—Elizabeth Goudge.............

Golden Hawk—Frank Yerby......................
and lhe Dead—Norman Mailer..

I
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by

■ ' UeNV£R. COLO.
ROCKY MT. NEWS

RAINTREE COUNTY.
-"by Ross Lockridge, Jr..
PARRIS MITCHELL OF
KINGS ROW.

I by the Bellamanns

FICTION
PILGRIM’S INN.

* by Elizabeth Goudge
-THE GOLDEN HAWK.

by Frank Yerby
THE NAKED AND
THE DEAD.

CHICAGO. ILL.
HERALD-AMERICA

JUN 2 6 1948

DALLAS. TEX.
NEWS

DETROIT. MICH.
TIMES

JUN 27 1948
'Tesr’Soifers

COLUMBUS, OHIO
CITIZEN

Pearl S. Buck.
Eagle in the Sky,” by F. ,van

This Week's
Best Sellers

FICTION
PILGRIM’S INN, •

by Elizabeth Goudge
THE GOLDEN HAWK,

"'“by Frank Yerby
THE‘NAKED AND
THE DEAD,

by Noman Mailer
"Tcounty,

Lockridge Jr.
PARRIS MITCHELL OF
KINGS ROW,

by the Bellamanns

2. The Golden Hawk, by
Frank Yerby.

3. Pilgrim’s Inn, by Elizabeth
Goudge.

4. Parris Mitchell of King’s
Row, by Henry and Katherine
BeJIaman. - ------- n

. 5. Peony, by Pearl; Buck.

Parris Mitchell of Kings Row,” by
^Henry and Katherine Bellamamv

MILWAUKEE. WIS.
SENTINEL

Best Sellers
FICTION

i '! “The Foolish Gentlewoman,
; (Margery Sharp.

“Pilgrim’s Inn,’’ by Elizabeth
$ .Goudge,

“The Naked and the Dead,” by

Following are ihe best seller lists
for the week-endinc June ID, 1948:

FICTION
Nuked and the Dead, Majier-^,

rim's inn. Goudge.
Bishop'-, Mantle. Turnbull.

Mason. ....

TRENTOS N. J.
. DAY TIMES ADVERTISER

9. :

boston, mass
evening globe

PEOPLE’S WORLD
SAN FRANCISCO, CAL

FICTION
PIT GRIM'S INN. by Elizabeth Goudge.
THE GOLDEN HAWK, by Frank Yerby.
RAINTREE COUNTY, by Ross Lockridge,
THE NAKED AND THE DEAD, by Nor-
PA^^fetHELL OF KINGS ROW, I

■ by Henry and Katherine Bcllamann.

” Jbest sellers
/Compiled by Publishers Weekly).

FICTION
“Pilgrim’s Inn,” by Elizabeth Goudge. I

-'•“The Golden Hawk,” by EYank Yerby.I
“Raintree County,” by Ross Lockridge *.

Jr-
“The Naked and the Dead,” by Nor­

man Mailer. 9.

8 Most Popular Books
At Library Last Week
The eight most popular books

at the Trenton Free Public «
Library last week were:

“Pilgrim’s Inn/’ by Elizabeth i
Goudge; “Eagle in the Sky,” by *
Van Wyck Mason; “The Gold­
en ' Hawk,” by Frank Yerby! t
“The Naked and the Dead," by - ,
Norman Mailer.; "Jim Farley's
St8Fff“B^"James A. Farley; ’ <
“Stilwell Papers," by Joseph - K
Stilwell; “Civilization on Trial,’’
by A. J. Toynbee; “Proper
-Bostonians,” b y Cleveland ,
'..Ambry. . . -

jJUK 17 ;343-----------------------.
• Cashbox Champions

Books currently most in demand,
according to national polls, are: .
’ FICTION , :

“Pilgrim's Inn,” by Elizabeth
-G<“The Golden Hawk,” by Frank
Yerby

“Raintree County,” by Ross M.
Lockridge Jr. '

“The Naked and the Dead, by
Norman Mailer. . . .

“Peoiiyt“H>y Pearl Buck.

WICHITA, KaN.
BEACON

* (J ------
This Week’s
Best Sellers

JUN 26 1948

This Week's
Best Sellers

In Milwaukee
Book Stores

FICTION
, The Naked and the Dead,

Best Sellers
follgyHg books are most'in

demand by readers of fiction and}'.’
nonfiction according to the latest h
^report of The Publishers’ Weekly:. i-

Best Sellers i i
FICTION

I: Naked and the Dead by Normfin,-
"*niler._jRinehart i.

L3BtFHKrim’s Tnn by Elizabeth Grudge;
(Coward-McCann).

3: Raintree County by Rosk Lockridge-
Jr (Houghton Mifflin).

4: Peony by Pear) Buck (John )Day).;
5: The Ides of March by Thornton

Wilder (Harper).
G; Foolish _„GtnHc woman by Marner^'

Sharp- (Little Brown). . 1

Dy N qrmar
RAINTREE

_____ . by Ross L

nil

NEW YORK, N. Y.

1948
Jul i- w < .

TO BE DRAMATIZED

Lillian Hellman

1

>tre. . . . |
“Laughter i
rohoarsals

Bloomgarden to Offer Lillian
Hellman's Adaptation of Best-

Selling War Novel in Fall

J

►THE PUBLICATION by
Compton-Burnett’s novel, “

J
551

the reviews of the Rinehart book predicted
that the author would do even better work-
in the future, “Bullivant and the Lambs,"
the critics say, is perfection, though some
of them tempered their praise with a sug­
gestion that the book may be a bit too

NEW YORK, N. Y.
WORLD-TtLcGRAM

' JUL 1- iS48-

1 night :',,JoyTo'the .World.”

■ j I j ' -TIMES’ '

g JUL 1- 19

ps -' : MKE5 AND DEAD’ j1. BROAD W Y'

y Knopf of I.
, "Bullivant and

the Lambs,” was greeted by the New York
critics with the highest praise that has beep
given any novel in recent months, with the
possible exception of Norman Mailer’s “The

(receipt of a voluminous report |
from Robert Nathan, would like to .

. raise S360.000 to study ways to j
bolster the ailing theatre. . . .1?
Cast: Joanna Roos in *
for Ladies,’’ for which rehearsals!.
commence Aug. 16; Ruth Gordon
in the star role of her own play, |

(“The Leading Lady,” and Ezio;
; Pinza, the renowned bass-baritone, I
| as the top man in “Tales of the]
■ South Pacific,” the musical on
which Richard Rodgers and Oscar
Kammerstein 2d now are work­
ing. . . . Lillian Hellman has agreed
to dramatize “The Naked and the

* Dead,’’ the best-selling nfrvel by

PUBLISHER'S WEEKLY
NEW YORK, N. Y.

JUL 3- 19'48

special for the average reader. It will be
interesting to see what effect this will have
on the book’s sales.

Lillian Hellman Is drama­
tizing Norman Mailer’s war
novel, “The Naked and the
Dead," the dory of an infantry
platoon on a Japanese-occupied
island in the Pacific. The play
will be produced in late Novem-

• her by Kermit Bloomgarden,
with Miss Hellman directing.
This will be her first play since
“Another Part of the J’orest”
tenanted the F’ulton.

“The Nakerl and, the- Dead”
was puWished byltinehart and
Co. early in May. It is currently
topping most of the best-seller

".lists in the country. Its 25-year-
' vid author, Jersey born, Brook­

lyn raised. Harvard educated,
is enjoying a vacation in Italy

'- with Mrs. Mailer. “The Naked
and the Dead" is his first novel.

/’ NEW YORK, N. Y.
TIMES '

JUL 1948
] ’‘-BOrNn-rP: Actors Equity, in

|jP/ LOUIS CALTA
Nomlyf Mailer’s best-selling war

H°V£L IJead"
is to belmade into a play by Lillian
Hellman for Kermit Bloomgarden,
who plans to put it on the Broad­
way stage in the fall. A first novel
by the author, “The Naked and the
Dead is a story of an imaginary
battle in the Pacific, pointing up
the brutality of modern war. The
emphasis, however, Is on the char­
acter of a dozen men; what kind
of men they were before they
landed on a jungle island, and what
Lind of men they become under the

: stress of warfare.
’ Having served as a rifleman in
a reconnaissance platoon on Leyte r
and Luzon and as a cook and baker I
In Japan, Mr. Mailer knows where- 1
of he writes. The twenty-five-year-
old writer, .bom in New Jersey
rai .d in Brooklyn and educated at
S™rd' iS. °n vacation in Italy
with his wife at the moment and
is expected here early in August
when Miss Hellman should be fin­
ished with her dramatization. She
a'?° > direct, by the way. and
“AnnH?11 n her first play since
Another Part of the Forest" oc-l

cupied the Fulton Theatre in 1946.1 ~
1O,Onl°arden is negotiating 1 :

with Montgomery Clift, last seeZ
herein You Touched Me," for the I
role of Lieutenant Hearn. The in- I ■

are that thc production •v-Ul be an ambitious one, with
forty to fifty playe,s being trr-
ployed. Also on the nroducer’s " '
£rr?du?tion schedule are’ Kenneth , ’
VV nite s rhe Inconceivable War”
and the untitled Louis Soloman-
Arnaud d’Usseau play, which will
pr< '.ably be done after the Hell-
jnan play.

PROVIDENCE, R. | ’
JOURNAL

In. I. BEST SELLERS —
FICTION: f ' -I
. TheJVaked and the Dead. Fool. ’.
>sh Gentlewoman, Febny, Melis.-a I
Flames of Time. Pilgrim's Inm !Tlmcf/S.1'-0^ Peace oi Jnnd- I

• : Tf3f9a-tDerlnSStorm. The Dodgers
/nd Me, JI!fl Farley’S Sto_r;/

' Lillian Hellman, inactive locally
since writing and directing Another
Part of the Forest, is dramatizing
NormSn Mall-

Naked and the
i Dead, it was
revealed yester­
day. The story,
which deals
with a batter)'
of U. S. troops
on a Jap-con­
trolled island in
the Pacific, will
be produced by
Kermit Bloom­
garden sometime in late Novetn-

! j'ber. Miss Hellman will handle the
I ■; directoral reigns.

> Published by Rinehart and Co.
'I ; j in May, The Naked and the Dead,

I' [is currently high up on most best
) seller lists. The 25-year-oId Mailer

|, ‘ was bom in Jersey, lived in Brook-
: . lyn, received his higher schooling
I ' at Harvard and is now on vaca­

tion in Italy.

- ------: ,------ - \ \.'£ l'___
Normdn^J^teJs story “The ;

Naked and the Dead” is based’on ;
the reactions of an American ’ I
Platoon to their part of the inia-
Sion and occupation of a Japanese fl

: neld island. A most jrtapressive fl
■"eoffic ’.Vjr.4

1 Tweed and the Dead’

, Lillian Hellman is dramatizing
• Nomjan Mailer’s war novel,'-"’f'he
Nakeil'aMlULLlJeadTTHEstory of

• an Infantry platoon on a Japanese-
occupied Island in the Pacific. The
play will be produced In late No­
vember by Kermit Bloomgard.n.

. with Mies Hellman directing..
' -
BROOKLYN.'N. Y.

. EAGLE

'•■A .. JUL 3•’1948;



Publishing Landmarks, Revisited

PU’BLDSHBIMG LANDMARKS, KEVDS5TED

12

Mt. Rolo, book columnist for
The Atlantic Monthly, edited the
anthology “The World of Aldous
Huxley” and is the author of
“Wingate's Raiders.’'

Fielding, Hart Crane, Matthew
Arnold, George Eliot, . Ibsen,
Proust, Kafka, Thomas Wolfe;
critical symposia on Thomas
Mann and T. S. Eliot; critical
essays by Virginia Woolf, Ortega
y Gasset, Austin Warren (“Rage
for Order”).

And some of the most agree­
able literary news of the past
six months was quietly tucked
away in a periodic column in this
Book Review entitled “Repeat
Performances.”

grown out of the Renaissance (the dem­
ocratic idea and the scientific spirit, in
particular), and preached a return to me­
dieval “spirituality” and “metaphysical
certitudes.” There were other assaults on
the modernist position, but this season it
was the scientists, psychiatrists and such
who put up the more intensive literary
barrage.

The major scientific broadside was, of
course, Dr. Kinsey’s “Sexual Behavior in
the Human Male,” whose reverberations
prompted giddy comparisons with Charles
Darwin’s findings. (The “Report,” inci­
dentally, has contributed at least as much
to United States folklore as to sexual en­
lightenment) Kinsey’s serely statistical
volume—voted "a good thing,” according
to Gallup, by a five-to-one majority of

son.
in a much looser sense—in fiction, too,
something resembling a medical “check­
up” has been taking place. Shaken by
the distemper of the body, both politic
and otherwise; a good many of the serious
writers are engaged in diagnosis, and the
hardier ones in prescription. It is on
these that this fragmentary report is
mainly focused.

Professor Toynbee’s new volume,, “Civ­
ilization on Trial,” returned a verdict of
pernicious anemia due to spiritual star­
vation, and Toynbee prescribed: “* • *
put the secular superstructure back onto
religious foundations.” In the philosoph­
ical sector, Richard M.‘ Weaver’s “Ideas
Have Consequences” blamed the sickness
of our. culture., on the tradition that has

retrospection. They were- offered
both, in regard to themselves
and their own past, by foreign as
well as native commentators.
British anthropologist Geoffrey
Gorer caused a stir with “The
American People,” and Harold
Laski’s critique of “The Ameri­
can Democracy” commanded
front-page attention. Karl Schrift-
giesser’s “This Was Normalcy”
acidly reviewed the Harding-
Coolidge-Hoover era with intent
to show the folly of apply­
ing nineteenth-century economics
to present-day problems. Carey
McWilliams’ “A Mask for Priv­
ilege” mapped the ramifications
of U. S. anti-semitism, which
was said to have its origins in a
“bogus countertradition” forged
in the Industrial Age and cur-

and Bliss Lane, the late General
Stilwell and sundry others. And
'i<. tiers were eager to inspect
’these”Records, many ot them ~in~ ;
an anti-Roosevelt frame of mind­
judging from the popularity of
“Jim Farley’s Story” and of
Charles Beard’s recriminatory
‘President Roosevelt and the
Coming of the War 1941,” both of
which received rather-more rough
Ihandling than praise in the lead­
ing review columns. There were
.also reassessments of the British
^Empire (“Experiment in World
‘Order,” by Paul McGuire), of
•wartime dealings with Franco
;(“The Spanish Story,” by Herbert
Fels), of America’s strategic po­
sition (“The Price of Power," by
Hanson Baldwin) and of the ideo-’
logical myths and fixations of our
tiipe (“The Steep Places,” by Sir

Books and the Men Who Make Them:
Six Months, Creative and Otherwise

Lime ( xne oteep_____ , ___
1 Norman Angell).

|f RESUMABLY sated? with
“hard facts” and skeptical of glib

praised. A quorum of the novel­
ists related the “uneasiness of
the American soul” to the pres­
sures of a fiercely competitive
society. In their choice of pro­
tagonists, the'poor and the Bab­
bitts—who, Mr. Maugham said
three years back, almost monopo­
lized American fiction that had
any literary pretensions—were
to a large extent displaced by the
rich and those in the upper ech­
elons of the competitive hier­
archy., The gilded world of lit­
erary huckaterism was a popu­
lar setting (“The Gilded Hearse,"
by Charles Gorham; “The Great'
Ones/* by Ralph Ingersoll; “The
Locusts Have No Kings,”, by
Dawn Powell). In these and
other books the novelists were
inclined—a trifle oddly—to agree
that the wages of success is mor­
al bankruptcy and psychic ul­
cers. But their righteous indig­
nation sometimes had a dubious
ring, their often glib-and-glam- l
ourized caricatures lacked the f
corrosive edge of authentic satire. I

Countless portraits of the he- /
ro ac the product of infantile I
fixations and youthful traumas /
heightened the Freudian colora- I
tion of the fiction list Review- r
era were favorably impressed by
Allan Seager’s “The Inheritance," I
an appalling picture of small- I
town’life (in Michigan) and of a I
man who, hating his father, grew 8
up in his father’s image; and by I
Robert Gibbons’ “The Patch work I
Time,” a study of a young school-
teacher’s troubled passage from f
virginity to man’s estate, set in j
a small-town, t Southern) which ]
’’’YBlfid-Scageriq Jn, moral squal- B
or, JTbe critical interlude between “ X
boyhood and adolescence was po­
etically treated in Truman Ca­
pote’s- “Other Voices Other F
Rooms" which (reviewers by and
large agreed), heralded the debut
of a dazzling if perhaps limited
new talent. Capote’s and Mail­
er’s novels, plus Alan Paton’s
“Cry, ? the Beloved Country,”
Thornton Wilder’s “The Ides of
March," and, in some reviewers’
opinion, Ross Lockridge’s “Rain­
tree ^County," just about account­
ed for the literary €clat of the
past six months in fiction.

A remarkable spurt of activ­
ity took place in three outlying
sectors of the book front. With
Cook’s Agency predicting the
biggest year for travel since
1929, guide books and travel- l|

group of Americans. Mailer’s
fascist-minded general and liis
enlisted men—coarse, mentally
immature and barren of ideals,
not dislikable and adequately
brave—grimly reflected the so­
cial system. So, too, was the
moral picture drawn in John
Cobb’s able war novel, “The Ges­
ture."

Race and religious hatred,
which became popular subjects
for the crusading novel only rel­
atively recently, were on their
way to becoming standard ingre­
dients in the social phrasing of
any novel. Examples were Fred­
erick Laing’s “Six Seconds a
Year," and Merle Miller’s “That
Winter,” which was considerably

Copyright, 1948. by Th' X-« Turk Times Com

rently in circulation, to the det-1
riment of the “clabsical” Ameri­
can tradition—-a distinction also
formulated in ‘*The Turning
Stream,” wherein Duncan AJk-
man went dogma-catching among
“the nostalgic fixations of VSA
folk life,” seeking to clear thr
way for adjustment to critical
change. Nostalgic fixations were
also under fire in an impressive-:
ly documented analysis of “The

w . Legend of Henry Ford," hy Keith
Isome ambitious readings on the Sward. /
(troubled text of western civiliza-

. I tion. Among them were L. L.
Whyte’s “The Next Development

’in Man,” a physicist’s attempt at
"“the relation of a synthesis of

scientific knowledge to the pres­
ent human situation"; L. J. Hal­
liday’s “Psychosocial Medicine";
which applied the concepts of
psychosomatic medicine to a study

■of our “sick society”; and the
late Morris Cohen’s "The Mean-

'.in^ of Human History," which
’ this section’s reviewer, with an
acid glance Toynbee-ward, rec­
ommended as “a scientific 'spe-
;cific’ to the metaphysical extrav­
aganzas about history with which

3 we have been regaled." All in all,
I the scientific writers showed a
sharp awareness of the need to
enlarge and reorient modem in­
sights in response to contempo-
rary challenges.

Reassessment was the keynote
•in international affairs. The di-

; plomatic and military record was
bared for public inspection by the

the American people-has to date foimlM«sra- Churchill, Hull, Stimson
more than a quarter of a million cusT
tomers at $6.50 a copy, and its highlights
will permeate to more actual readers via
several commentaries, one launched in c
twenty-five cent edition with a first print- !
ing of 750,000. While the Report wai
sharply criticized on various counts, <
good many commentators agreed that ij
showed a need for cautious revaluatior
both of sexual norms and ethical conven- i
tions’

NOTABLE development among U:
scientific books was the response to th !
charge that science and psychology, bj •
creating a moral vacuum, have been thi
architects of moral confusion. In “Ma 3
for Himself,” a book addressed to the lay i
man, Erich Fromm sought to fin that.
vacuum with an ethical system built or

• psychoanalytic foundations. So, too, dir
Prof. S. J. Holmes, a leading zoologist
whose “Life and (Continued on Page 12)

(Continued on Page I)

Morals” set for a “scientific, evo­
lutionary” ethic independent of
religious belief. Another phycho-

'arlalyst, Dr. Edmund Bergler, ad­
vanced (in “Divorce Won’t Help’.’)
tlie somewhat startling thesis

1 that the Freudian view of person­
ality contains the strongest “case
for monogamy."

[i HE scientists also published

These are but a sampling of
the critical reports on the Amer­
ican scene. A good deal of: the
retrospection, however, drew
more heartening insights, from
the American past, notably Cari
Van Doren’s “The Great Rehears­
al,” Irving Brant’s "James Mad­
ison, the Nationalist, 1780-1787,’
and Dumas Malone’s “Jeffersor
the Virginian.” And part of the
self-scrutiny assumed the sym­
pathetic form of regional docu-'
mentaries, whose output and pop
ularity registered a spectacula-
upswing.

HE above-mentioned critics
spirit was noteworthy in that, a

• mid-year 1947, Howard Mumfon
Jones wrote in this space: “Non
fictional prose * • • makes n«
such disheartening report [as th?
novel] upon American life.” Thi
year’s non-fiction, in contras!.
contains a distinct hint of the:

"uneasiness Americri
soul" which Mr. Jones noted n
1947 fiction, and which is st 1
haunting the novelists. A go<d
many of them have been focu.-
ing a collective eye, usually, for­
tified with Freudian lenses, cn
the individual psyche. In vary­
ing contexts they have concen­
trated on the question, “Why - o
they behave like Americans?

• Using the stresses of v.’tr o
lay bare the fiber of persoinii^v.

- and flashback ~ biographies- TX
Jhow the force, that Bilkped L Lilerary criticUm ; hand.

By CHARLES J. ROLO

WHAT clues to the temper of writ­
ers and readers does the literary
dossier, at mid-year, have to of­

fer? As in any year, variety is the soul
of the book list. Most titles elude the
trend-seeker’s net, and some merely con­
firm tastes already noted; for instance,
the invincible drawing power of the cos­
tume romance, trade-marked* by the d6-
c’dleUe damsel on the- jacket. But here
and there the literary chart contains a
bulletin on the intellectual outlook. And
th« sum total of these suggests, to speak
in very general terms, a fairly widespread
u ood of critical analysis and revaluation,
one that differs sharply from the book-
i ten’s exuberant tradition-busting and
trail-blazing in the previous post-war era,
and-also from the volatile tendencies of
•wartime.

Prophecy is at a-discount; manifestoes
are relatively rare or muted; humor is

than evident, and. hope is out of sea-

In non-fiction and—though perforce
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FICTION
the naked and

'.•jthe dead,
by Norman Mailer

; PILGRIMTlNN.'
by Elizabeth Goudge

THE GOLDEN HAWK,
.by Frank Yerby

' .RAINTREE COUNTY,
by Ross Lockridge, Jr.

.. FARRIS MITCHELL OF
KINGS ROW,

by the Bellamanns

The Bishop’s Mantle—Agnes Sligh TnrnbuD.

. Best Sellers
(Compiled by Publishers’ Weekly)

Fiction
Inn/’ by Elizabeth

‘■The Naked and the Dead." by
Barmen Mailer.
Yerby*’®05*011 Hawk’" by Frank

Home to the Htrailer*—A. L. Crabb

Week s Best Sellers
FICTION

The.Naked and the Dead, by Nor.IF.n Mb! pr iPlroh,.., J ‘

Mid “summer
bestsellers

FICTION
1- Peony, by Pearl S. Buck.

7
J

Raintree County Lockridge
Peony Buck'

5. Never Love a Stranger

FICTION
THE NAKED AND THE

DEAD,

The* following report is based
on tales last week at Abrahdm
<fc Straus, Namm’s and Williams
Booh Shop. I

! Fiction ' '

.1. The Naked and the Dead I
. Mailer

. 4“ 1948 U ,
Hcraiocaa^s afcibune

WEEKLY BOOK REVIEW
has arranged with the leading booksellers
of the country to report each week their
sales of first six titles in fiction and non­
fiction to give our readers an accurate
picture of what is being read in America.
Only titles reported, three or more times
are charted. The following books were re­
ported during the week ended June 21:

FICTION

3. The Naked and the Dead by

What Hartford Reads
Compiled from reports of curre

va.; • by Brcntano, Brown Thom .7G rox & Co.. Graj son's Book Shtf
Newton Bonk Shop. Pickwick Bo<
Shop. Sage-Allen* Wise-Smith aj
Wltkower's.

‘ t Pilgrim’s Inn, by Elizabeth’
j/ Goudge.
■ The Loved One, by Evelyn

Waugh.
; Raintree County, by Ross Lock­

ridge Jr.
i ' Melissa, by Taylor Caldwell.

(Compiled b>- Publishers’ Weekly)

FICTION
i Pilgrim’s Inn, by

• Goudge.
I I The Naked and the
, | Norman Mailer. ,

1 7'/< Hawk, by Frank
I Yfcby. |
i Peirn'j. by Pearl S. Buck. 1 I

Ra .-•rec County; By Rars
. • Jr,

THE LOVED ONE.
By Evelyn Waugh.

PILGRIM'S INN,
By Elizabeth Goudge. ,

PARRIS MITCHELL OF
KINGS ROW,

By Henry and Katherine
. , Bellaman.

THE GOLDEN HAWK,
By Frank Yerby.

Best Sellers
According to Publishers Weekly'

Fiction
THE NAKED AND THE DEAD I
„TAyman Mailer; Rinehart, $4. ’ |

KNOXVILLE, TENN, j”

NEWS-SENTINEL

Bright Feather—Robert Wilder 
Raiotree County—Ron Lockridge Jr
The Idea of March—Thornton Wilder

The World Is Not Enough—Zoe Oldenbourg.

55
£

31
35
?y
25
23
ta
in

Pilgrim's Inn—Elisabeth Goudge. .
The Naked and the Dead—Norman Mailer. .

UBesit Sellers .
Among

fiction"”*
Naked and the Dead, by Norma^

Peony—Pearl S. Back  .. .

The Golden Hawk—Frank Yerby ......................
The Foolish Gentlewoman—Margery Sharp. ..

Parris Mitchell of Kings Row—H. & K. Bellamann. .

Eagle in the Sky—F. Van Wyclc Mason

BROOKLYN, N. Y
EAGLE

Fire—George R. Stewart ......................................

No Trumpet Before Him—Nelin Gardner White.

■Cry the Beloved Country—Alan Paton.,
The Ou’er Edges—Charles Jackson....

The Time Is Noon—Hiram Haydn

Asylum fnr the Queen—Mildred Jordan
FIs hi rt of Time—Baynard Kendrick
House Divided—Ben Ames Williams. .. .

Everybody Slept Here—Elliott Arnold

6. Eagle in the Sky.
7. Parris Mitchell of Kings |

Row Bellaman I
8. Came a Cavalier--------Kevo | ,, 
n v r un .! ct J ..Se(?~y’ by pearl S. Buck.. 9. foolish Genllewoman-5/iarpr? < • “Ramtree County” by

10. Golden Hawk_______I'erjjr Lockricge Jr.

What



A new leader of fiction this week.

YORK Cl
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Best Sellers of

These top two are very close in bookstore reports.
Coward, $3.

Dial, $3.

John Day, $3.
Continuing good sales.

The Golden Hawk. Yerby
Peony. Buck
Raintrcc County. Lockridge

Increasingly good sales.
No Trumpet Before Him. White

BEST SELLERS )N NEW

. NEW YORK, N. Y.

RACINE, WIS.
JOURNAL TIMES

JUL 2-1948

This list is compiled from reports by four
representative book sellers in New York
City, showing the rating of 16 leading best
sellers—general and fiction—as of June 30.

Continues the nonfiction best seller in Philadelphia store
according to the Inquirer.

■"snrey-”------ •
JUL 4~ 1948

THE NAKED AND THE
Norman Mailer.

PILGRIM’S-. INN
Elizabeth Coudge.

THE GOLDEN HAWK
Frank Yerby.

DEAD
Rinehart, $4.

TELEGRAPH
JUL 5“ 1548

The Emporium in San Francisco and the Personal 1
Shop in Boston are two of the stores telling us this is t
best seller for June.
High on best seller lists everywhere.

NEW YORK, N. Y.
'-TIMES ' -*

An analysis based on reports from leading
sellers in 22 cities, showing the sales nr/i.
of 16 leading fiction and general titles,
their relative standing over the past J weeks

PEONY
Pearl S. Buck.

RAINTREE COUNTY
Ross Lockridge, Jr.

Houghton, $3.95

The Flames of Time. Kendrick

A second printing of 10,000 makes the total 60,000. 45,<
copies have been sold.

PUBLISHER'S WEEKLY
NEW YORK, N. Y.

JUL 3“ 190-

„^hc revie'vers are acclaiming j
The Naked and the Dead," Nor- ’

man Mailer’s' story of an under-
manhed^plwtoon’s part in the in­
vasion of a Japanese held island, I
Its obscenity is revolting, but it
Pfobably gets closer to the sound '
and the fury and the fear of war­
fare than any other book. In “An- ' ■'
other Such Victory” John Downey
Weaver tells the moving story of/
one family which joined the 1942 I
bonus march. Blanch Cannon's'
dramatic story about a Morman1
family belies its title,.'“Nothing
Ever Happens Sunday Morning." •

. ’ Lillian Hellman i /ramatizing
K Ntyjnan Mailler's w -u novel "The

I NaKell JfflniKF'Ulad,” the story
M of an infantry platoon in a Japa-
K nese-oecupied island in the Pa-

' cific. The play will be produced
by Kermit Bloomgarden with Miss

; Hellman directing. This will be
.. ' her first play since “Another Part'

. of the Forest." “The Naked and

the Dead,” published by Rinehart
and Co., early in May, is currently

I " topping the best seller lists. Its [
25-year-old author, Jersey born, I
Brooklyn raised, Harvard edit-•

" cateff, is currently' enjoying a va- {
• cation in J.taJy. with his wife.

Bright Feather. Wilder
Eagle in the Sky. Af.ron
Asylum for the Queen. Jordtm
The World Is Not Enough. Old^nhnur,

The Naked and the Dead. Mailer
Pilgrim's Inn. Goudgt

Pilgrim's Inn (Goudge)
The Golden Hawk (Yerby)

. Peony (Buck).
Bullivant and the Lambs (Compton-Bur­

nett)
Lace Curtain (Berlin)
Melissa (Chldweff) Z 7

Parris Mitchell of Kings Row. The Bcllamartest
The Foolish Gentlewoman. Sharp

CIVILIZATION ON TRIAL
Arnold J. Toynbee. Oxford, $3.50

PEACE OF MIND
Joshua L. Liebinan.

S. & S., $2.50
SEXUAL BEHAVIOR IN

THE HUMAN MALE
' A. C. Kinsey and others.
1 Saunders; $6.50

[I MALABAR FARM
Louis Bromfield. Harper, $3.75

i I THE STILWELL PAPERS
.Joseph W. Stilwell.

The Bishop's Mantle. Turnhull
Kiss Tomorrow Goodbye. McCoy

General

Peace of Mind (Liebman)_________
The Gathering Storm (Churchill) .

'• The Kinsey Report
The Stilwell Papers
Civilization on Trial (Toynbee)______
Our ^Unknown Ex-President (Lyons)
The Journals of Andre Gide, Vol. II
How to Stop Worrying (Carnegie)

Fiction

jThe Naked and the Dead Qlgiler)
The Loved One (Waugh) ’ *’’

Melissa. Caldwell
The Loved One. Waugh

The World Is Not Enough. Oldenbourg
Raintree County. Lockridge
Bright Feather, Wilder10

Asylum for the Queen. Jordan
The Bishop's Mantle. Turnbull
Parris Mitchell of Kings Row. The Bellamanns
No Trumpet Before Him. White

p Cry, the Beloved Country. Paton

Peace of Mind. Liebman

Sexual Behavior in the Human Male. Kinsey el cl.
Malabar Farm. Bransfield
Civilization on Trial. Toynbee
The Stilwell Papers. Stilwell
Our Unknown Ex-PresidenL Lyons

Gettysburg. Miers and Brou n
All Tilings Considered. O’Brien
The American Democracy. Laski
Inside U. S. A. Gunther

An analysis based on reports from leading bock
sellers in‘22 cities, showing the sales rating
of 16 leading fiction and general titles, ant

The Flames of Time. Kendrick

The Foolish Gentlewoman. Sharp

Information Please Almanac 1948. Ed. by Kieran
The Last Billionaire. Richards

Jim Farley's Story. Farley
The Memoirs of Cordell Hull. Hull

The Gathering Storm. Churchill
How to Stop Worrying and Start Living. Carnegie

The Naked and the Dead. Mailer
Pilgrim’s Inn. Goudge
Peony. Buck
The Golden Hawk. Yerby

General

The Best Sellers

ESEQii
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WEEKLY BOOK REVIEW
has arranged with the leading booksellers
of the country to report each^ week their
safes of first six titles in fiction and non­
fiction to give our readers an accurate
picture of what is being read in America.
Only titles reported three or more times'
are charted. The following books were re­
ported during the week ended July 5:

FICTION

Authors’ Week
1HE NAKED AND THE

DEAD," which continues
to confound the skeptics

who predicted little success for a
$4 war novel this season, is on its
way to Broadway. - Its twenty-

e-year-old author, Norman

“Mailer, who's been living- in Paris
-forTb.e last year, is’returning to
New York to sign the contract for
a stage adaptation to be written by
Lillian Hellman. He will remain

' here to complete a- second novel
(with Brooklyn locale) and hopes
to return to Europe next year to get
started on a.tliird.

FICTION
THE NAKED AND
THE DEAD,

by Norman Mailer
PILGRIM’S TON,

by Elizabeth Goudge
THE GOLDEN HAWK,

by Frank Yerby
RAINTREE COUNTY,

by Ross Lockridge, Jr.

On the Books
By ROGER BOURNE LINSCOTT

NormamAlnil«^5^ea<o!d ex-GIfrom Brooklyn, writes.df
his much discussed first novel The Naked and the Dead. ---- s----- Iunnau Hellman, famous for her,

two plavs about a Southern fam".
I Uy. "The Little Foxes" and "An-< •

other Part of the Forest." is to,
< dramatize Norman Mailers best­

selling novel "abduf’*"v/ar in the
Pacific. “The Naked and the Dead.’*

' * Actor Montgomery Clift is being
mentioned for the leading role- of

j|\ Lieutenant Hearn . . . New Stages., ;
■ ' ' Inc., the New York theater group •
hi which produced Jean Paul Sartre’s..
(j, “The Respectful Prostitute.” is-.

planning to put on Thomas Wolfe’s i
't play which he mentioned in his■■

; i - “Of Time and the. River.” It de-1'
Hp scribes the morgl crisis of a South- ,

eHi-fanuly during th:^CryH ‘ T-'a>*

CHICAGO, ILL.
HERALD-AMERICAN

iul 1 o mW

“When it was done, I could feel, and
still feel, that for all its faults the
book represented a life-view,-a com­
pound of ironies, subtleties, fore­
bodings, assertions, emotional re­
sponses, etc. which all of us have,
and which are impossible to express
in speech ... I wish that you read it
for that, as a life-view which will
correspond partially to your own
life-view, and perhaps may change

„ NORMAN MAILER you a little bit.” Mr. Mailer’s novel—
a BookXFind Club selection—is written out of his .wartime
experience in the South Pacific; He is now travelling in ’
E?«o5r .witii-h:s wife.-ancx-.W aye, and will return^ —
coiuiCrylff’ftwgilSiMMMiiMwrit-x-.OinW .....

The Naked and the Dead—Norman Mailer.

Pilgrim’a Inn—Elizabeth Goudge.. ...........

Cry the Beloved Country—Alan Paton

The Idea of March—Thornion Wilder.
My Uncle Jan—J. Auihnder and A. Vfiirdemann....

Parris Mitchell of Kings Row—H. & K. Bellamann..

Raintree County—Rom Lockridge Jr...

Eagle in the Sky—F. Van Wyck Mason,

Melissa—Taylor Caldwell.

The Foolish Gentlewoman—Margery Sharp.

The Golden Hawk—Frank Yerby.

Peony—Pearl S. Buck

House Divided—Ben Ames Williams.

Lace Curtain—Ellin Berlin

The Time I> Noon—Hiram Haydn.. ..

Home to the Hermitage—A. L. Crabb.

Tobias Brandywine—Dan Wickendcn.

35
5?
28
24
l’i
IL
r
15
14

The World Is Not Enough—Zoe Oldenbonrg.. .

Everybody Slept Here—Elliott Arnold

No Trumpet Before Him—Nelia Gardner While

Bright Feather—Robert Wilder........................

The Bishop’s Mantle—Agnes Sligh Turnbull.

Flames of Tixac—Baynard Kendrick

The Loved One—Evelyn Waugh

What
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BOOKS IN REVIEW

THE YOUNG CONQUERORS
by Malcolm Cowley

"on its regular run, from Tedium to
Apathy and back; about five days each
way.”

M was asked i simple question: What

are the new waiters saying about the
war? In order to answer it, I have been
reading a group of first novels by
young American veterans.

There are nine books in tho group
and I cannot certify them as the nine
best; they are simply the war novels of
the last three years that have received
wide attention or have been recom­
mended by friends whose judgment I
trust. What I can say for them as a
group is that they are honest stories,
written because their authors had some­
thing to say, and that they form a sur­
prisingly complete record of soldier
and sailor life from Guadalcanal to the
garrison years In Germany and thence
to the homecoming.

Talcs of the South Pacific, by James
A. Michener (Macmillan; $3), comes
first chronologically; it begins with the
Fable of the Coral Sea, as reported by
radio, and follows the fortunes of a
dozen naval officers through months of
preparation to the day of their first big
strike. The Gallery, by John Horne
Burns (Harper; $3), deals with war in
the Mediterranean; most of its action
trices place in what had become the
rear areas, from Casablanca to Naples.
The Naked and the Dead, by Norman
Mailer (Rinehart; $4), is the complete

~St6ry=of a minor campaign in the South
Pacific, apparently in the
spring of 1944. With All
Thy Conquests, by Alfred
Hayes (Howell, Soskin;
$2.75), we are back in Italy;
the scene is Rome and the
time is September, 1944, three
months after the Allies
marched into the city. Mister
Roberts, by Thomas Heggen
(Houghton Mifflin; $2.50),
is the last of the strictly war­
time novels. Its action takes
place in the spring of 1945
and its subject is life on the
Navy supply ship Reluctant

Tho oihor four books are concerned
with the occupation of Germany and
Japan and the return to civilian life.
The Steeper Cliff, by David David­
son (Random House; $3), is a ro­
mantic novel about Munich in the
autumn of 1945, when a great many
Americans were acting on General
Patton's theory that it wasn’t fraterniz­
ing if you didn't stay for breakfast.
The Stainless Steel Kimono, by Elliott
Chaze (Simon and Schuster; $2.75),
describes the adventures in Japan of
seven tough paratroopers; the time is
the winter of 1945-46. By then the
hero of That Winter (Sloane; $3) was
back in New York, and Merle Miller
tells us how much he drank, how
many girls he did or didn't go to bed
with and why he resigned from the
staff of a famous news weekly. The
Sealed Verdict, by Lionel Shapiro
(Doubleday; $2.75), centers upon a
trial of German generals for war
crimes in the spring of 1946; it is the
last of the novels chronologically.

Together they cover the years and
pretty well cover the parts of the globe 

where Americans were fighting; these
authors went almost everywhere that
Kilroy went. Two of the novels are
about officers in the Navy, five are
about soldiers and two are about uni­
formed officials in Military Govern­
ment. Serious gaps must be noted in
the record: there is nothing about the
Army Air Force, nothing about the
Wacs, nothing about the China-Burma-
India theatre and nothing about the
fighting in France, except for a series
of flashbacks in That Winter. I might
and perhaps should have read novels
directly treating all those subjects, but
I have a notion that they would not
have changed the general picture.

For there is a general picture which,
emerging from all these books, becomes
their most impressive feature. Differ­
ent as the nine authots are in charac­
ter and in types of experience, they
end by repeating almost the same
messages: that Americans aren’t sol­
diers by choice; they are guilt-rjddm
in the role of conquerors; theil sex
lives are confused and unsatisfactory;
they hate the Army caste systcm*’anJ
some of them fear it will serve Xs Hie
preparation for an American fascism'.

To judge by their reported conver­
sations, Americans in the Second
World War were tougher and more
sophisticated than their fathers in

1918. They were less ashamed
of their vices, less religious
(except for the devout Catho­
lics) and less affected by
patriotic propaganda. Often
they proved refractory to dis­
cipline, and in the South Pa­
cific—so Mailer reports—they
killed most of their prisoners.
Although they were good
fighting troops and highly
skilled, if reckless and waste­
ful, in handling their superb
mechanical equipment, they
proved irresponsible and even
corrupt as garrison forces in

Thia Clipping From
NEW REPUBLIC

NEW YORK. N. Y.
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• the vanquished territories they were

called upon to occupy.

TH3 CONQUERED. It is this last
characteristic of Americans as soldiers
that made the deepest impression on
five of the novelists. Hayes and Burns
writing about Italy, Davidson and Sha­
piro about Germany and Chaze about
Japan all make it clear that the occupa­
tion forces are leaving bitter memories
behind them. Chaze tries to explain
why the soldiers acted as they did.
"The reaction of most occupation
troops in Japan,” he says, "is that of
a person suddenly handed a brimming
bedpan and told to guard its contents
carefully. It comes as a shock to the
average American to find himself cus­
todian of such a smelly and strange
country." In All Thy Conquests Hayes
quotes the Italians on their conquerors.
"We are liberated," they say. "Wc
have been liberated from cigarettes,
shoes, meat, gasoline and our women."

Lionel Shapiro's book, The Scaled
Verdict, is largely a picture of demoral­
ization in the American zone of Ger­
many. Although the style is close to
that of slick-paper magazines, some
of the descriptions are hard to forget:

A Red Cross cluh for enlisted men
occupied the most important building
still standing in the street, the former
Palast Kino. Just beyond the lights that
brightened the entrance to the club,
each dark doorway of the boarded, fire-
gutted shops was populated by one or
two girls. They were mostly children of
thirteen or fourteen, and the rouge that
was lumpily applied to their cheeks
made them look like Hallowe'en
pranksters rather than apprentices on
the dreary night watch of the camp
follower. ... A little man with sunken
cheeks appeared at Lashley's elbow and
walked with them briefly, whispering,
"What got to sell? Zigaretten? Ameri-
kanische dollars?" He fell away in the
darkness and a boy, perhaps ten, took
his place. "Want girl? Pretty girl.
Young. No sick.” He too slunk away.
As they crossed in front of the Red
Cross Club, two MP's saluted briskly.

The briskly saluted conquerors were
themselves affected by the demoraliza­
tion around them; in fact they helped
to make it worse by profiteering at the
expense of the conquered. "I don’t
know why,” says Bums in The Cil­

lery, "but most Amer-
icons had a blanket ,7?
hatred of all Italians.
They figured it this
way: these Ginsocs
have made war on us, .'• • -jw j
so it doesn't matter
what we do to them, A.IwnH
boost their prices, 1 ~
shatter their economy t- '-XV
and shack up with I.' /'//j
their women. ... I "L ■
saw- that we could C/'w"'1
mouth democratic \j v
catchwords and yet
give the Neapolitans
a huge black market. I saw that we
could prate of the evils of fascism, yet
be just as ruthless as Fascists with peo­
ple who'd already been pushed
around."

KINSEY REPORT. These novels
have a great deal to say about sexual
behavior, and in many respects they
tend to support Dr. Kinsey's conclu­
sions. On two points, however, they
present so much opposing evidence
that they nlake you wonder whether
Kinsey is infallible. He says at some
length, if you remember, that no sig­
nificant changes in the sexual pattern
occurred during the period of 22 years
covered by his researches. "There is
not even evidence," he adds, "that
patterns of sexual behavior are mate­
rially altered among men in the armed
forces during a period of war." The
novelists do not argue with these two
statements, but they describe Ameri­
can soldiers as acting'with vastly more
freedom in sexual matters than any
novelist, even Hemingway, described
them as acting in the First World War.
Moreover, they show by many ex­
amples that Americans learned nevz
patterns of behavior in Europe or Asia
or the South Seas.

There is more sex than love in the
nine novels, and some of the authors
hint that romantic love is difficult for
self-centered and self-conscious Amer­
icans to achieve. "In America," Burns
says—he is the one most given to mak­
ing direct statements—"I remember a
tension between the sexes. Human
love is a disease for the isolation ward,

not at all nice. Thus love in America
is often divided into the classifications
of Having Sex and Getting Married.
Neither has much to do with love."
He depicts several of his characters as
learning naturalness and self-forgetful­
ness from the Neapolitan women.
There arc few American women in the
novels and fewer still whom the au­
thors admire; the others are shown to
be cold, selfish and even malignant.

OFFICERS AND GI’S. Four of the
novels arc written from the standpoint
of the officers, four others chiefly from
that of the enlisted men, while The
Naked and the Dead tries to include
both standpoints by presenting all the
ranks involved in a minor campaign,
from the commanding general down
to the newest replacement. Almost all
the authors agree, however—the pos­
sible exception is Heggen in Miller
Roberts—that a gulf exists between
the two military castes.

Often the men complain of the spe­
cial privileges granted to officers in
respect to food, Liquor and liberty.
Some of the more sensitive officers, 1
but only a few, are depicted as being
ashamed to enjoy those privileges;
while the effect on others is to make
them feel that they are living in an
unreal world. "What am I doing with I
bars on me?" a captain says to his
American mistress in All Thy Con­
quests. "I look in the mirror and I
don’t believe it. We’re an army of
phonies, baby, that’s vzhat we are. An
army of jerks playing soldier.”

The novels reveal a special rr.r,flirt



over die superior sexui oriuhitics
enjoyed by officers. Apparently it was

I worst in the South Pacific; there the
only white women in the advanced
areas were nurses, who ranked as lieu­
tenants and were not allowed to asso­
ciate with enlisted men. Michener,
writing from the officer's point of
view, gives a pretty lurid picture of
the situation. "There were," he says,
"many other attacks or near attacks on
nurses in the islands. .They’wcre grim,
hushed-up affairs. . . . But in time
every nurse knew that she lived in
danger. She could see in the baleful

looks of enlisted men that they con­
sidered her little more than a play­
thing brought out to amuse the
officers."

Michener writes almost like a
Southern planter in the Black Belt,
living in fear that his womenfolk will
be outraged by a sullen peasantry.
Once when he paid a visit to the en­
listed men in their quarters, he was
surprised to find that most of them
were friendly. There was one man,
however, who looked at him "with the
grim stare which officers see so often

■ and which always means; 'What the
hell are you doing here?’ " Norman
Mailer describes the rivalry between
Lieutenant Hearn and his platoon
sergeant, who .deliberately leads him
into a Japanese ambush. After Hearn’s
death one of the men blurts out, "The
Lootenant was a good guy.” Another
swears, "They ain't a — one of those
officers is worth a goddam. . . . They’re

\ instinctively enjoy." Later he sayj,

dotting the i’s, "There are countries
which have latent powers, latent re­
sources, they arc full of potential
energy, so to speak. And there are
great concepts which can unlock that,
express it. As kinetic energy a country
is organization, coordinated effort,
your epithet, fascism. . . . Historically
the purpose of this war is to translate
America’s potential into kinetic en­
ergy. , . . You can consider the
Army," he concludes, "as a preview
of the future.”

DISILLUSIONMENT. During the
late war everyone interested in litera­
ture was predicting a postwar disillu­
sionment. We are in the midst of it
now; it is sharply expressed by all
these writers, except Michener; but it
has taken another form than most
readers expected to find. In general
the novelists do not suggest that the
war was foolish in its aims or that,
given the temper of the people, it
might have been avoided by wiser
statesmanship. They are not disillu­
sioned with the war itself—in this
they differ from many novelists of the
1920’s—so much as they are with the
victory. And they are more than dis­
illusioned; some of them are heart­
broken at the contrast between our
aims and efforts on one hand and our
achievements on the other; between
soldiers dying in tire jungle and sol­
diers drunk in a Japanese house of
prostitution; between the delirious joy

tio&^l or international, all the schemes
have trashed and must be rebuilt from
the groiaqd. Not many of the novelists
are now disposed to help in the re­
building, for most of them—I except - —
Merle Miller—are disillusioned not
only with Moscow and Washington
but also, it would seem, with the whole
notion of progress through collective
effort. Perhaps that is an extreme
statement of their position; but I note
that in almost all the novels the pic­
ture of men in the mass is disagreeable.
"There are no good nations or armies,”
the authors seem to be saying. "Our
only hope is in individuals."

In spite of their plea for individ­
ualism, I found the novels more
impressive as a collection than as sep­
arate works. The Naked and the Dead
is the most ambitious and the only
one that compares in scope with the
great war novels of the past; but its
style is graceless and James T. Farrel-
lesque. The Callery is better in the
end, being warmer in feeling and more
persuasive. A characteristic of almost
all the books is the number of good
persons they depict in the midst of
what seems to be a hopeless world.
Lieutenant Moe Shulman in The
Callery, Carla in All Thy Conquests',
Goldstein, the Brooklyn mechanic,
and his friend Ridges, the Southern
sharecropper, in The Naked and the
Dead-, Mr. Roberts himself; Themis
Delisle in The Sealed Verdict—there
are dozens of gentle, brave and almost
saintlike persons in the novels, and

all bastards.”

PBEVIEW OF FASCISM. A feeling
present as an overtone in several of
the novels is the fear that the military
hierarchy will become the model and
furnish the leaders for an American
fascism. In The Naked and the Dead
this feeling is discussed in a series of
conversations between Hearn, the lib­
eral-minded lieutenant, and the odious
General Cummings.

"The machine techniques of this
century demand consolidation," Cum­
mings says, "and with that you’ve got
to have fear, because the majority of
men must be subservient to thi ma­
chine, and it’s not a business they

with which our men were greeted as
they marched into a liberated city and
the despair of the inhabitants when
they learned that we could be—to
quote again from John Horne Burns
—"just as' ruthless as Fascists with
people who’d been pushed around al­
ready. That was why my heart broke
in Naples in August, 1944.”

But the new disillusionment is
something more than heartbreak at the
fruits of victory; it is a sort of epi­
logue to the history of the last twenty
years. The novelists are not too young
to remember the hopefulness of the
1930’s, when most intellectuals were
involved in some scheme for remak­
ing their country and the world. Na-,-

they seem to be presented largely for
the sake of emphasizing the value of
individuals. The novelists are a little
like the two angels who looked for
virtue in Sodom so that the city might
be saved; and, luckier than the angels,
the}’ have each come forward with a
group of righteous men.

JLXKTK WITH TEIE EAST

the Indonesian story, by- Charles
Wolf Jr. (John Day Company; $3).

The least-known .active nationalist
movement in the’lworld today, save
possibly-, thst"bf Viet-Nam, is the In­

donesian. Yet, both because it is a
’ vital part r ’ ' T'neral awakening of

monoton;
.'. military effort, told in the term", of i 1 wjg

- re t ier’

uneven,
,.kle

(I'rife, $4.00.) i

p.r.h arc revealed before the book is finished. 'I
is an unforgettable vividness about many of
scenes. Among them a tropical storm, a night atl
a drunken soldier seeking for souvenirs among
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tion give his battle scenes a significance th it is it

To avoid misunderstanding it is
best to state at the outset that thi
long, ambitious, and. in many of
its parts, distinguished novel is not
acceptable literary fare for the con
vention j! gentle reader, who<
blood pressure will rise and who

norman mailer will no longer be gentle if 1 I.-t
finishes it. Aside from many moments of stark Ijkjt
ror, The Naked and the Dead has a larger vov.ibuMry
of plain and fancy four letter words than I have dMV
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' The Naked and the Dead, Nor-|

man Miller's novel of an assault ((
i,n*«a*iBiie..e-occupied island, b. . .
won the term ’’duitingulshcd' 1HH
Its young author—and the top-1
place here. It is hardly convene,:
iipnal fare for the gentle rcederj
and no punches are pulled in tell- ’
ing the tale frankly. The lan­
guage is that of the soldier's camp ,
,,nd beachhead and is urc to of- i
fend. But there is some reprieve I
in the fine authenticity of Miller'.

►THEM!.'. A
, that Lillian Hellman wfl

Rinehart title, Norman Mailer’s "The Naked
and the Dead." Reports of Hollywood bids
for this best seller are apparently prema- .
ture; the movies would love to take a
whack at it, but the problem is how to get
it past the censors. Maybe the carmt u

i ~'He]lman will show thew^p.'

j PRESENTING N0R.W.4N M4ILE&
The Naked and the Dead. By | Japanese-tr----------J "---------
- Norman Mailer (Rinehart, $4). I relieved.

After
• the Dead,” thia reviewer was * _ __
.[forced to lay the book aside and [graphic ear.

I- to turn t« «».—..........
, tempting to » value it.

--------------------------------------:- ■
The Naked and the Dead: I ve >a\ecTNorman Mailer’s noyel,
"The Naked and the Dead" I Rinehart. 721 pp. '"1.0(17 until li»t
because unless there is a sudden sweep of insanity among reviewers
tpossible but not likely I, this length}, incident-packed, beautiful! .

j sustained note! will, bi the time this column appears, already have
| been proclaimed as what it is. a first-rate novel by a first-rate

’•'•riltT. Most of the.other war books seem insignificant compared to
this. Ilarrt Brown s *A VI a Ik in the Sun' was destined "for Holly­
wood, where both it and the writer appropriately arrived. Even
-uch fine novels as The Gallery. "All Thy Conquests," and "A
Bell for Adano seem somewhat slight compared to the Mailer ac­
count of the men who captured an island in the Pacific. Once in a
while I wished someone had used a cutting pencil on Mailer’s prose;
there s too much of it. but that s minor. The important thing is that

■ anyone who was near a gun during the last war. anyone who saw a
man tfrjend or enemy I killed, anyone who. heard the deceptive
quiet of a shell burst will recognize that Mailer has caught it alL
good and bad, ugly and. rarely, beautiful. This is a fine book, and
its author has taken Mr. Maugham’s advice. He tells a remarkable
story-; he has a lot to say, and he has genuine talent.

are needed before attempting an
appraisal. . ,

Mr Mailer, now but 25, Is a P-
man of brilliant talents. Hi’ un-i""1
doubtedly '■■ ill be, a significant
name

His

is at last released from prudery and. some might »•! I
from many limits of common decency. Yet so, too,
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The

1 and the Dead. By I Japanese—terror and horror uh
Mailer (Rinehart, $4). I relieved. . ._ ,T , , The author leaves nothing to th.Inta The Naked and I imagination. His photograph!

eyes is matched by a phono-
10 lav inc —- —-imup’uL ear. The conversations of
to other things before at- his characters teem with GIbil-to otno in g . J lingsgate and with more four-

..... -........... .inc im ]ettcr words usuai and unusu
pact of Norman Mailers novel is LOmbinations than any other bo
so great, and one’s revulsion to it: w|thin my’ not-inconsiderable ei
Is terrific that time »nd ^^n“,Pe^“’ovrt feeds on-disillusion­

ment, utterly unrelieved by coin-
i ion or humor or warmth. N<

one character in it enlists th
leader’s sympathy. He is uil-
rn'i.cil by their fate, and thou;®

■nl; none can overlook or uiidcrcsti-
mat” the ; i eat talent.; displayed

7 I,-, Mi. Muiler. I do not believe
• • . < - p ,, hi) read ‘The Naked

:«nd th-D<-ad” Will ever want to
read it again. - i

a ;.ub. tantial
rv of an irna„ .
p itjc i land. The by .-li.

uunAt through the rye0 tho.
a fiinjje platoon, plu: a lieutenant,
a major and a ,';t.neral. The y/hole
picture the individual within the
military organization and attemp
to evaluate the cornplax structur
of the American Army.

' The action i? • iuggi.-h, they w»
of life in the Army is present

A. ilh ruthk . honesty. The tor
'dom, the repetition, the unrelie*-

net under one's sk
ier'lT

aic unloi^cttahle, and lijfn their.
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last year, passed by almost un­
noticed with little or no publish­
ing fanfare and ballyhoo to help
it gain recognition. But, in a race
against such books as “The Big
Sky” and “The Garretson Chron­
icle,” to mention just two of the
many other entries, “Tales of the
South Pacific” was the dark horse
choice of the Pulitzer prize com-

The book, then, is
description of tonic 1.

novels. Whj
question. II

a .'handful of individuals.
puny parts they play in

i

./

One thing they have in common.
these two young writer., and that
is that they botli can write uncom­
monly well. Mlchcncr'i. pro-.c Ir.

sdnhM. IIV
admit that

Thia Clipping From
MCKEESPORT, PA.

the naked and the

thi'i young man has the rare abil- I
Ity to tell a story without much
plot and still keep the reader on ^*|
the edge of his chair. He's a vary fl

■promising writer with a real fu- '
W ahead of hirn. According to aE
the grapevine, he’s already got a fl
second manuscript close to com- K
pletion—he and his wife are at
work at the Sorboone 'she's an 4
ex-Wave j. It will be interesting to fl
see what more he has to say; pos- I
iibl^ human nature may seem fl
more fr-.k; .1 of good in hii next4
attti npt.

noticed than cculd a tidal wave!
> —Billy Warren •

SAN FRANCISCO, CAL.
NEWS

since Mailer invariably chooses
not to give his principals any ap­
preciable amount of character to

Buck.

description of • omc 15 men and,and others of the same ilk, that
jthelr part in thi. minor action of the obscenity in the book may'
the v.ar against the Jap- lnter-|have .something to do with tin . 1

!{ " “ YOU GATHER that the men. a» > a I”
■' I "HE AIyED AhD THE DBADAeast. of Recon, are a pretty totq ah i.nfiict,
I J..&27 Nc------ *' ■’ ~ * • ....................;i Iron-.-.

If ao, Hm hook Is being ^.rongly
interpreted by the readers, for Mr.
Mailer was apparently reproduc­
ing GI talk as he had heard it.

{ “Naked and the
■ iDead” is a nar-
1 • [rative of an at-
, F 1 tack upon and
& final capture of
9 jthe island of
•JAnapopei, in the
» Pacific, by an
£ ’American army.
f lit concerns it-

■ (self chief!j’ with
fa handful of G.

■i Ls in a recon-

flLttces'^Hng off. uoefrp■ *jf jj
ung'planned and vtrror'.c
on the Japl’ main poU

icepis JU earn wse. jtiiciiener, ox
’course, covered a lot of territory.
dealt with a great many people,—
skimmed over the surfaces, as it
were, in the 326 pages of his book.
Mailer, on the other hand, chose

' to write about a handful of men
all stationed on one Pacific out-

’ post, and he used 721 pages to do

'Wilson, but the fact that none of
hit. buddies took him seriously 1.
the measure of the effect that was
intended. Belter believe that the
Amercian reader can spot a new
Dos Passes or Hemingway or Re­

mittee in Hie field of fiction.
19 Short Stories

Actually, it’s a book of 19 short '
stories told in the first person by .
a nameless individual whom you !
conic to thmk Vi <tj> Mr. Michener 1. * , . ,
himself. Every once in a while vou ?erbgatbry . SL'?se • whlcb subtl>'

imply its basic theme—that, no
matter how eccentric the people
involved or how expensive the op­
erations performed in manpower
and material, the war in the Pa­
cific was not fought in vain as long
as men gained the objectives for
which they struggled.

Very Different
Very different is Norman Mail­

er's “The Naked and^tHW DPJId."
Where James Michener saw some­
thing good in almost every char­
acter whom he introduced into his
book. Mailer tore his people down

intend to glorify war. he does to,
the extent that he paints more than
one portrait of a real hero; but
Mailer, like Remarque, sees noth­
ing good about war. and here pro­
duces a book that is definitely
anti-war propaganda.

“The Naked and the Dead” is
the story of the campaign on the a psychiatrist might find indicative
fictionai isle of Anopopei covering of lhe mun.s actions on A , ]
the final hours aboard the trans- Th. . .........  ... ‘”*7. |

SYRACUSE. N. Y. their Inel
HERALD-AMERICAN !”7t‘r^coar7c and vulgar. .

most of them interlard their L 'k;
with obscenities.

| is infinitely more unforgettable,*
[There are revolting scenes in .ft 1
.'such as the one in which a soldier1
.steals the gold teeth from the he.ad'
of a decaying enemy corpse; but:
there are also beautiful scents.

I such as the brilliant descriptions.;
of the small Pacific island which.

. reader, the hizh s;
;of<Tl]e book is the recoumal oi
scouting .trip made by parr of 3
RAon: platoon back of the ^ure of a.

Here, are hunger and thirst |
mental" torture; battle, murder <H. P1 ,."11 -
sudden death, treachery, braves 3- ■ J "*and .hollow victory, joj the almpst- = -^ * * *
superhumanrefforts.ol the handful' ■

:***<=», scu cm amcc* vx v**c*i ***^- of G. Ls go unnoticed and, unre-p^
?: sion, of their mental attitude^, of kivdetf; Fyert-the. General has for-
L,’ — z —--------------------------------- ‘—gotten rbout these men when cir-

THE STORY opens, as the, as-
■ fault boats are approaching the
, Island. Some of the men are try­

ing to sleep, some are writing
home, some are playing cards, some

t just stand at the deck rail and
-iga^e into the distance.

Through the conversation of the |
men, you get an idea of their mis-

ian beings.
"Moreover, the story as a whole
•A fine war drama, a believeable

'ypical island cam

Do You Like to Read?
By MARY AULD

Two fictional accounts of war in the Pacific, both first novels,
have been the subject of a great deal of comment among reviewers
and readers for the past month. Furthermore, because they do, in a

. broad sense, deal with the, same genera! theme and yet are as far
apart as the poles in almost every other respect, they lend themselves
to contrast,—a contrast which may<--------------------------------------:
gjve you, as a potential reader, a
more definite idea as to whether
yqu may Want to read either of
them than a single review might

“have done. They are James A.
Michener’s '■‘Tales of the South
Pacific” and Norman Mailer’s “The
Naked and, the Dead."

■ The Michener book, publishedB

spersed y.itb-ihe continuity of the /
campaign are 10 chapters called
"The Time Machine” in each of'
which the author goes into a pecu-| '
liarly realistic account of the back-;
ground of one of the men, using/ j
in every instance, episodes which'B

port, the landing, and the subse­
quent successful military maneu-

’ ver: . It Is told on two levels in
that a part of the story deals

, General Cummings, the man mi . .c
charge of the operation, and his’*1 Pcrsoni,Bty that hasn t too much
'.lair, the other with the Individual 0 .c°,nc an,d K° on at bl'sl,
members of a reconaissance pla-l . *le lv.e*.. ?a** tt8Pect of the book
toon who are de dined to get lhe
dirtierl deal of the several thou-
.and participant.. The link be-

'tween the;»- tzo i Lieutenant

This structural technique is adtnlr-1
ably well suited to the author'J
purpose which is to show the read-1

witlrer how dreadfully war can warp J

t-iive “mjdjJeal as a game of seven- ’- -I it. k.c‘gripping «enien-
ea.ri’stJd’on a G. 1. bfanket. . ''«?»■ a'Hair tor word —'orief. pithy,I
/ - ■/- I jolting words, with remarkable!

THE STORY of the campaign’cf ability of analysis ana description'
Anapbpei comes through, distinctly,.within• this seemingly circuro-
bul ‘4The Naked and the Dead'j^oed framework. And knowledge
really is'the-story of the menr, human mind and heart f®r
el .'handful of individuals, and '.th-?; earv He doesn’t psy-

coisjj;*v ’*

G I.. “The
emphasizes

jnui. Mailer's rank and file,’ at
i, hate officers as a cla«; th^y

fighters, you will learn. 'Hirouf; ' ate military discipline, rage at
the book, as the action progress©? ihr inequalities In ration andquar-j

Ojl THIS WAR-STORY; by a writerthc ''ar5ou-s individuals who pla? and many of them <1 lUbt fi. •
Iljpnly 25. has created a major sen- lending parts are singled our. In rap? ity of their company
I Ration in literary and publishing,flaj:hbacks. that Porlra-V !heir P^r-po b■: d them in combat a. well aj
Ji circles. Indeed Stanley Rinehart, sonal histories until the time theyli.ht-.’. could handL- Ji.em •• es.

S'.tr.,- says Norman Mailer “bids falr^onned khaki. j On
/‘-establish a literary tradition of No one who knows the Army willU ^t'* .

t4® own.” d€ny lhat such characters as th<w?fefjhat only an angry andinsub-
jo ■ \j9iailer is a graduate of Harvard,Recon abounded in its ranks.jord.nate soidier is an., goo---

JLeyte and Japan. He has beenplthough he will affirm that, us a . iads his men and hi.-, -y '’■ * ‘ '
K' soda-jerk, usher, flat painter and v.hqle. it represented a far hifcbe ,G: re.';actcaiy:

s / i - „ _ _ *culturai anti murtti stHnoatu t ... mental <o.ment, and ar^tracteu >
Ls represented by Mailer' watches them v.ritr.e and .r
But accepting his se ’ tictil he L ready to turr. . ..

- wrath On the enemy. • j

dramatic liming excellent, and hi-.
characterization apt. Mailer, on
the other hand, belongs to the
school of absolute realism in writ-|'

, , ing. He attempts to write about,
to the core which he found in every thing - a.-, they are. Perhap he's a
case but two to be pretty rotten, bit hard on his people, a bit cyni-
and those two didn't have too cal in his approach to the war '
much to recommend them. Where,story he tells, but hi. book breathe
Michener saw beauty in the jungle-iout his sincerity, whereas Mich-'
covered islands, Mailer found only ener's rather lightly touche ; the i
the horrors of man’s fight against more serious aspects .of the war.il

ithc jungle. The truth probably lies* While Mkhem-r at ’ ually doesn't!!

------------

atolls of the South Pacific, make a:somewhere between the two.con-
romantic background for the.cepts in each case, liichener, of
whole.

There's an idealism about the
„ ,.a...e.„„ u.u.v.uua. wnon> you 'book',and a canning sentimental-
come to think of as Mr. Michener
himself. Every once in a vzhile you!
stop to remember that the book
is fiction, so convincingly does he
tell his talcs. The fact that they
are woven around one man's ex­
periences and those of his friends
knits them together into a cohe- '
sion which many out and out nov­
els lack.

To attempt to give you an idea
of tile charm of this book is al­
most impossible. Perhaps it’s
enough to say that both the places
and the people described in it be­
come so real as you read tiiat i
you're surprised to look up and I
find yourself alone in your own I
favorite chair. Although many of i
the stories are not too pleasant I
and the people about whom they i
are written are far from perfect. 1
still, over the whole book hangs <
the aura,of glamorous adventure; t
and the settlnr-r.. the innumerable^

Bj tltinebart ami 'CdhipiuTVlMS)
■ I < 721pp.
™ .-/The Naked and the Dead" is |

perhaps the most brilliant book to i
H aojne out of the past war. There I uic ..............

has been a. need for a book such as | the men had to capture.
i ‘-All Quiet on the Western Front” | it might be any Island, lhe nantep

Or “Three Soldiers,” which would L rather unimportant. What is Jtn-p.
depict this Iasi conflict as accu- |portant is tha; it emerges as the
lately and as unforgettably as iembodiment of modern war any-'
thoje books did the first world war. I vj^re, Europe> the South Pa- '

• Norman Mailer’s book fills t h a t cific or anywhere else. The names
ij role perfectly. |of the men are equally unimpor-' I

It is the cruel, sometimes bru-; tant for their problems are the1
tai ‘story of men at war, their j problems of all men. In writing this
problems, their thoughts, t h e i r took, Norman Mailer has created,
loves, and, for some, their death, something very different in t h e

| But for men like Wilson, C r o f t, present day literary world. It is ai
IGallagher, Goldstein and Red, jbook w’hich could no more1 go un-
jdeath had lost its fear. It had be-, than .a tidal -wave.
come merely an escape from life.-!

It is an accurate picture of how1
! mpdern war is waged, of rthe

‘strategy, the planning, the stupid-
’ Ky and the victories. It gives a ter­

rifyingly clear picture of wrhat the
average soldier thinks and says.

“The Naked and the Dead’’ is not j
ii^ht, nor is it flowery. It is horri-; ;
fylng and powerful. It is not simi-,
iLf to its predecessors, such as “A}-, •
I'arewell to Arms.”. .Il is .m o r e I
-hocking, more outspoken, but it » •

Book Notes and Footnotes;;
By LOUISE WHITING

Norman Mailers iue ‘'a“u
and 'the-’Dead'' has climbed to Sec­
ond place on Publishers Weekly
list of fiction best-sellers. TTie book
has gone into a fourth printing less

' than two months after publication
'and in many cities is reported top-.
in current sales. Elizabeth Goudge s
"Pilgrim's Inn” still holds the top

’ PW’s fiction list, while
Toynbee's. "Civili ion

'-a us til

choanalyze his characters; he let’j
r^em talk and act. and you form

heads the nn

■"7/4
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topical ut the army. One of the.'
, sections, "The Chow Line”,
minor classic in itself. Thi
could have incorpoiaicd

1 vignettes in the narrate
.much belter effect, ho’.i’.c

The book is ultra leans

When Hemingway burst upon
the postwar literary world, his air
of sad disillusion hud a certain

i impact. The hopes for World Wqr
' I, were high: patriotism flamed to
a pitch probably equalled never
before, and never since. But the
cold wind of war, the agonizing
months in the cold-wet trenches
dashed many enthusiasms; then
came the shatter of cynica; states­
manship at the conference tables
of the peace.

This was enough for high com­
edy- or high tragedy—the stuff, in
short, of literature. One needed
the salubrious draughts of anger
and irony to square hope with
reality. In a word, the descent

ill 11V oinaii
'too numerous to mention, but a
'few that come to mind: “The
Naked and the Dead." "End Over

. End.” "All Thy Conquests," "Beach
Red." "A Walk in the Sun," "The

. Gallery"—and many more.
None of these, the book scan­

ners tell us, rates comparison with
. the voices of World War I, the
Hemingway and the Dos Bassos.
And perhaps they arc right. But
other times, other talent*. The
difference between the attitudes
of fighting men in the two wars
needs some clarification. Maybe
then the difference
literary’ talent will
reasonable.

When Hemingway

The Foolish Gentlewoman
Margery Sharp. Little.

Bright Feather
Robert Wilder. Putnam.

Everybody Slept Here
Elliott Arnold. Duell.

THE NAKED AND TlC^EAD,
• .orman Mailer.- Wnfflatt and easily the best literary work
Company.721 pages.; come out of World War 11 and ho
04. | its own with the fiction of a

The book is considers!
for example, than John L

Passos's "Three Soldiers", one <
the outstanding novels out c
World War I.

The novel include; three shot
characters. They are Genera! Cun
mings. commander of the divb'io

! invading Anopopei: Lieuten;’.'
I Hearn, initially the general's ak
und later leader of the reconna

several -'.'P5e platoon, and Staff Sergeai

Non-Fiction
Peace of Mind," by Joseph L Liebman.

"Civilization on Trial," by Arthur J. Toynbi
3. "The .Stillwell Papers," by Joseph W. Stilwell.

^4. "The Magic of Believing," by Claude M. Bristol.

MAILER, NORMAN. "The Nak­
ed ancr^t-Dead." A study ol the
conquest

.American troops. This book de.
-scribes the ordeals through which

. the men pass, their daily life, their
thoughts, the monotony of their '

r Annt,orrnHn„. ----- , -'r31 •
inK

This is a South Pacific war novel, bettci
concerning the invasion of an island
called Anopopei. The chief charac­
ters are a major general, a second
lieptenant, a staff sergeant and 15
men of lesser rank in a division

i reconnaissance platoon. All are
j- described in detail with an emphasis i invading

on their thoughts and reactions in' u~"........
. relation to their respective ranks.
"Tile action covers the 8.^.-. — .
months required to take the island. reconnaissance platoon se

Mr. Mailer. 25 years old. has unit- I
bitiously attempted to write hist Mr. Mailer has written his bd|
first novel on a grand, panoramic I on three planes. The princip
scale. He has lUcccedcd biillnm ■! level, the narrative, concerns it.se

. tTUho HBcwk Fara’de
What

According to

The Naked and the Dead
Norman Mailer. Rinehart.

Pilgrim’s Inn
Elizabeth Goudge. Coward.

The Golden Hawk
Frank Yerby. Dial.

Candidates for Best Seller List
The World Is Not Enough

Zoe Oldenbourg. Pantheon.

- | with the activities of the operate.'
1 This action alternate, betv.ctn I
11 division ntaff and the recomiiu

I liinee platoon.
a, The other two planeu are f
under the headings of ‘ The TipMachine", and ‘ Chorus", contriw

biles. In "The Time Machine", th-

Wickgrounds of 1U characteis 1

Interspersed in the narrative. L
these sections. Mr. Mailer ha;h stream of consciousnc. ’

I strongly reminiscent of 'I
I Wolfe. The idea if. good but H
I author doo.n't quite gel away '4n
I it, It is the only jarring featin
I ol the book.

In "Chorus’ sections, Mi.

r. I. "The Naked
2.
3.
4.

vealing detail. He has ins’.filer
, into his novel the entire structur
of army life and of combat.

It is interesting to notice th«
Mr. "Mailer treats women idescrioe-
in frequent flashbacks) much a.f Ei
nest Hemingway doe . The ’.von.
are not personalities but a serie:, c

: lu^t-satisfiers.
i The author expounds a sort

nmili.'.lic phiio./jphy. 'He : .
1 come to the conclusion that there
i no order, justice, happiness c
; validity in life, but he does nr.
■ seem bitter about it. Life just isc..
, there's nothing to do about it b
I live in it, he seems to say. Ti
1 conclusion would seem to be
J result of a good intellect :■
, probes life with such relentle
J thoroughness that it becomes ae_
1 sicated.

Above all, “The Naked and

Best Sellers of the W?ek
(Reported by Booksellers’ Weekly)

Peony
Pearl S. Buck. John Day.

Raintree County
Ross Lockridge, Jr. Houghton.
IMCM)

_c_
24
20
_s_
23

i Each Sunday the professional
i reviewers wall at the wall of the
book supplements. Literature,

' they lament, Js going to the dogs.
I As proof of thia they not only
cite the fearful sway of the comic
books, with their lurid tales of
sadism and murder. They also cry
out for the novelist of World

j War II.
I Through their astigmatic lenses
I they have been probing the hori­

zon for the One like the ancients
awaiting the Messiah. But he—
whoever he is, seems long over­
due. Reasons are advanced for
the delay.

Just the same, books on the late
wat continue to reach the public
:n no small quantities Titles are

9
20
23
8

3

7_

10
25

NEW YORK, N. Y.
TIMES

Los Angeles Is Reading
the Lon Angclex Public Librarg

and the Dead," by Norman Mailer.
Tarns Mitchell of King's Row," b/KT^TX. Bellaman.
'Melissa," by Taylor Caldwell.
’Peony," by Pearl Bud.

aSTPv'Lle, n.c ■
c’t'zen
7/n A 3

Former North Carolinian Joseph
Mitchell has a ne^ book on Dud), III! 1 1 1CMQ
Sloan and Pearce's fall list, it r. V sJUL. x X UvO
to be called "Old Mr. Flood" and in “ - -------------------- —.....
about an odd cafoodetarlan"';
Character in New York . . . Lillian '

J Hellman, farnou fur her two playa
about a Southern family, "The Lit",
tie Foxeand "Another Part of the.'

, Pon- ;t," Is to dramatize Normal!'
Miulerji be A-. ellinv novel about
»tr hi the Pacific. Th«- Naked anil

’jhe Dead." Actor Montgomery Clift.
■Is being mentioned for the lead!]

ole of Lieutenant H« am

The Golden Hawk. Yerby
Pilgrim’s Inn. Goudge

from the peaks of patriotic be­
lief to the valley of cold fact had
sharp and devastating impact.

World^War II combat men were
both letfs hopeful and Jess dis­
illusioned than thr-ir World War
I predecessors. They hoped for
less, expected less—hence were
less disappointed at the outcome.

This-Is e view, we think, that
many journalists have expressed.
The long line of GI’s waiting
("sweating out") chow lines, laun­
dry lines, discharge lines, movie
lines—all sorts of lines. Walting
calmly, doggedly—but not expect­
ing too much for tneir efforts
This Is the picture often given to
us. "War,” Erme Pyle wrote, ''is
two-thirds waiting."

Because of this attitude of faiHy-
ful faithlessness—we have coined i
the word "unsurprise" to describe
it—the attitude that nothing very
heartening will happen, but one
must -wait anyway—because of
this, most Gl’a were able to go
through the most horrendous war
in the history of the world.

Those who escaped shells and
Bombs bad to find a means also,
to escape the psychic consequences
of these weapons. The formula.'-
although religion also had a con­
siderable role, was either to ex­
pect nothing—or to expect the
worse, if necessary. But in any
case, to avoid illusion. For il­
lusion a’one can breed disillusion.

So, despite the terrors of World
War II, there has followed no
literature of "disillusion." Our
literary heroes are sometimes
besotted, sometimes cruel—but sel­
dom woupded by reality. The hard
facts of war they take for grant­
ed; if they are cynical, their
cynicism, unlike Hemingway’s does
not mask despair.

Granted, this is no fit subject^
for grand gestures that can make
books—but the hero of the late wsis
was no less heroic than his earlier
prototype. He found the formula
to survive disaster; he needed it I
to go through the war. Perhaps i
he needo it now, to survive
so-called cold war of peace. '

Eagle in the Sky. Mason
The Flames of Time. Kendrick
No Trumpet Before Him. White

CHARLESTON, S. C*,~
NEWS-COURIER

JUL 1 1 W-MnrTn

Book Talks

I .conversations, and the gen’eri
|| dcatUlnefs.ot life In'.such circuni) -£L> net . -.: ■
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remember,

I’arnnwunt almost Minul-

af show business seems

:ding.

MEMPHIS, TENN.
COMMERCIAL APPEAL

“The whole thing will cost about
1200.000,” continued.

on most lists, and yesterday a lit­
erary minded customer asked for
the hook at one of the biggest de- 1
partinent stores* She was told that
the store’s book shop didn’t have it.

"You haven’t got a best seller like
that?” demanded the customer.

"No,” said the girl firmly. "The

NEW YORK, N.<Y.
NEWS

book and decided there are too
many four-letter words’ in it for ;
oir customers.”

11
CURRENT-ARGUS

Nejked And The Dead
Rugged Writing By

• i Youthful G.l.

movies the bout was refought,

THE NAKED AND THE DEAD,
■ by > Norma&BnMa^c. Rinehart. $4.

Reviewl^by WALTER NEAL GARDINER.
Delta State Teachers Collccc. Cleveland.
Miss.

THIS sprawling war novdl,
the first by this young

, American ex-G. I. is faintly
■ reminiscent of a great Rus-
. sian novel called “And Quiet

Flows The Don,” by Mikhail
j Sholokov. However, the

American novel differs in one
vital point, and that is in the lan­
guage employed. "The Naked and
the Dead” is distinctly American,
both in content and in action, and
is particularly so in the language
of its
nodol
tackle.

I The _____ ____ ________
however, that war in any of its
many aspects is not all "sweetness
and light,” and the language used
by officer and enlisted personnel
as presented in the novel is ac­
curate reporting. Mr. Mailer faith-

, fully’ reports all the four-letter
words throughout.

Suggestion Better
The reader will remember ,too,

thq.t Tolstoy wrote a great war
I novel without the use of certain
• words and yet pictured war as be-

< Ing what Sherman said it was..In
. this respect, the reviewer con­

cludes • that Mr. Mailer went out
. of his way to reproduce pictorial
. exactitude, when adroit suggestion

would have served himself and the
reader to much better advantage.

‘1 The novel begins with American
troops aboard a ship bound for a
Pacific island at which they land
and come under enemy fire. Curs­
ing, sweating, killing and dying are

• the watchwords here so vividly ex­
pressed by Mr. Mailer. These sol­
diers live until they are killed, and
then they are missed much as a
close friend would be. Characteri­
zation leaves little to be desired.

“The Timo Machine”
The structure of the novel Is

built around eight sections called
1 "The Time Machine.’’ The imag­
ery used in each "machine” sec­
tion is anything but immature and
fuzzy. The apparent purpose of the
"machine” is to show flashbacks
Into the civilian lives of the prin­
cipal characters, and how their
lives there wore later on reflect­
ed in their actions during Army
campaigns. Throughout these
tightly worded sections the reader
is shown the hopes and fears, the
basic desires and ideals of each
man. Each "machine” chapter is
primarily concerned with one char­
acter. Perhaps the best of these
is the shortest, which concerns the
soldier Joey Goldstein. This sec­
tion, subtitled, "The Cove of
Brooklyn” will gain the reader’s
sympathy as ho watches Joey bat-
the racial prejudice until at last he
is in the Army battling the Japs

■ to better advantage.

60 seconds after he
ante in Philadelphia,

Deufr-"'WT Hus tn»V v. -^aneiing1
novel, the naked are the officers
of a group of soldiers who must
invade the Japanese-held planet
of Anopopei; the dead are the
foot soldiers. In the climax o.
the novel, the soul of each is laid
bare, as they complete the har-

'c
grown mountain. __ .. 

Not For Squeamish
The novel begins to wind up on

Page 715 with the chapter en­
titled "Wake.” This final portion
is not for the squeamish, since it
deals with how captured and sick

.. Japanese soldiers were disposed of.
It is a chronicle of the final mop-

’’ ping up and securing operations.
A sharp, finely drawn emotion is

~ shown here as the soldiers begin
n to doubt if they will ever be re­

turned home.
I Only time will prove the stay-

1 ing value of "The Naked and the
Dead," but as a fictional report
concerning what happens in the

' Ilves of men caught up in war, it
' may be ranked just below John

Dos Passes’ "Three Soldiers.” and
‘ Ernest Hemingway’s "A Farewell
r- to Arms." As such, it is a book on
11 the must list of the nonenmbatant

I soldier, andxthc follra who staved
r at home. x

By ROBERT SYLVESTER
The girl on the phone said that Mister Michael Todd was

calling and please hold the wire as Mister Todd was currently
on the wire to Hollywood. It wasn’t more than a half hour '
•wait and then came the beloved, dulcet tones of the producer :
himself.

"I’ve got a little item for you,”
said Mister Todd. "Little story
about the biggest and greatest
musical in ten years. A Bobby
Clark -show called “As the Girls
Go.” Music and lyrics by Jimmy
McHugh and Harold Adwmson.
Wait, wait, that’s just the begin­
ning. .

"Howard Bay will come back to
the theatre to do the sets and stage
the show. The producer went to
Fred Astaire and asked him if he’d
do the dances but he said no, go
get Hermes Pan who does all the
Astaire dance productions in

Inio'^ivs. Everybody’s been trying
; w get Pan for.years but this is the
■ first show he’s accepted. No, wait,
; there’s more yek

“The booU*1s by Bill Roos, who
! writes Jrtl thuse best selling mys­
teries with his wife, Audrey Kelly.
It’s a terrific idea. About the hus­
band of the first woman President
—that’ll be Bobby. The producer

i will, sign a woman to play the
other lead today r,r tomorrow.

characters. This is not a
for the timid reader to
reader must

NORMAN MAILER. 25-year-old.
Brooklyn bred Harvard graduate,;
has out of SR varied experience as
a GI in the South Pacific written
an epic first notel. "THE NAKED (
AND THE DEAD," which Is a se-
lection of the Book Find Club, of
New York City. Mailer served dur- |
Ing the war in Leyte, Luzon, and
Japan, as a clerk in regimental in- i
telligence, an aerial photographic

1 expert, a wlreman, a rifleman and I
' finally as a cook and baker. |

"The Naked and the Dead” Is at I
once a soul searing study of a battle

■ for an island in the South Pacific ,
(probably a merging of the Leyte I

I and New Britain campaigns) as
’ seen through the eyes of a single I
platoon, and an impassioned in- ,
sight into America and its men. I

The book is written in a style
that can only be described as phono-
graphleully ’realistic in its capture

l of the raw everyday speech oi men
in war. and the trenchant lyrical'
prose that effectively illumines the ,
characters’ background. I

' There are poignant episodes that ;
the reader cun never forget. One

j of the best is the study of a soldier i
1 during battle who continues to re- i
1 ceive letters from his dead wife-
written before she died in childbirth ;
—but delivered after hr had been (

generally pretty quiet, unless they
have something to laugh about,;
but they cheered and oh-ed and;
ah-ed during the video movie as'
freely as if they were at the actual •'
event. This form of screened tele-1
vision is obviously still in the ex-!
perimental stage but it seems cer­
tain to develop and, in time, should’.
be easily adaptable to the theatre. ■

The day may soon be here when
the first nights of important stage
plays will be seen all at. once all
oyer the country through this me­
dium. Maybe it will be the answer
tv current ruinous productions and
running costs in the theatre. May>
be producers will be able to pro-.(
(luce a show for one single peK;'
formance only and the next day’ I
tabulate box office receipts front I
all over the country. Maybe, that is. i 

Blow Io Literature.
Norman Mailer’s "The Naked and :

BnoiiJwny piavs
She became poor honourably^

because of prodigal extrava­
gance’. She became poor largely
saving other peoples’ skins. The
ingratitude is -------*‘-

t*

lar the best book the v.or has r-o-
1 duced is "The Naked and ’tH>

.

$

JUL

The novels
women ■>

' rate the _ ____ ______
,- Greater Cleveland, according to re-
j ports from these book stores? Bur- i
r rows’, Taylor’s, Rocky River, Har-
♦ voy’s, Lee Road, Shaker, Higbee'?
« Schroeder’s, May Co. and Kornei
_ <L Wood.
- In nonfiction Dale Carnegie’s Mge

, advice on "How to Stop Worrying
and. Start Living” is nearing the

as a title contender.
The first five in each category:

i Fiction
' THE NAKED AND THE DEAD. By Ncnau:

. 1
\x LISSA. By Taylor Caldwell.
PILGRIM’S INN. By Elizabeth Goudre.
THE GOLDEN HAWK. By Frank Yerby.
PEONY. By Pearl S. Buck.

Nonfiction
THE GATHERING STORM. By Winston S.

Churchill.
HOW TO STOP WORRYING AND START

LIVING. By Dale Cameste.
1 SEXUAL BEHAVIOR ’ DT ' THE HUMAN

StACE. By A. C. Kinsey and others.
MALABAR FARM.-By Louis BronxHeld.
PEACE OF MIND. By Joshua L. Llebman.

euers
tovels hree well knowr
writers ( antinue to doml-
j fiction best seller ll/ts ir

CLEVELAND, t
PLAIN DEALER

This\ fingFrom
RIDGES ■'OD, N. J.

HERALD-NEWS

JUL1519< .. ..
i Library Lists Books

For Summ®' Reading

Mrs. Helen Grltlln. Glen Rock 1'- .
brarlah has Hated a lew ot the books

•nfrv available nt the library which |
chr recommends for adult reading.

■

ON, TEXAS
EWS

These- include in •• fiction "The,
Nli>.ed end the Dead” by Norman :
Ataiier. the new. powerful World W?r
n'TioTcT; "Faithful Company” by
Frank Swinnerton, lively Dlckowlan
novel of London in the thirties: "The
Damsel Debonalre” by Maurice Walsh,
a light Irish romance of country life
an-1 horse training; "Asylum for the i
Queen" bv Mildred Jordan, historical!
novel of the Colonial period by the,
author of "One Red Rose”; "Peony",
bv Pearl Buck, Interesting story of a
native servant in a Jewlsh-Chlnese |
family living in China; "Mcibsa” py' ?

’ Taylor Caldwell, a dramatic pqat |
Ci\ll War story with a beautiful her*| j

i cine; "Lace Curtain'-\by-Ellen Berlin. ;
a Catholic-Noiestant mkr- .

id f :-problems;1 "The Flame* *

Best Sellers
Norman Mnller'i long iin<1

fipj.rny* n'oVGf" of the Facile 1
Wtir, "The Naked and the Dead" "i
has now leaped up to the top.
of the beat-seller list after be­
ing enthusiastically acclaimed i

] by reviewers when It first came ’ » 

UL 18 1948

. out a month or bo ago.
According to a compilation

printed in the current issue of
The New York Times Book Re­
view, "The Naked and the
Dead” is followed on the fietion
aide of the list by:
| "The Golden Hawk" by Frank
Yerby,

"Pilgrim's Inn” by Elizabeth
Goudge,

"Poony” by Pearl S. Buck,
"The Foolish Gentlewoman”

by Margaret Sharp.
"Raintree County” by Roj-3

LockrldgeJr^^^__
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It in 'ho intimat- Jnd personal
«tory of each of th<-re- men:‘Staff

. . .DETROIT, MICH.
TIMES

Looks sell? Why do people Ji in
the Book-of-the-Montli Club?
Why Io the Literary Guild?

Why do we keep on complain­
ing ho petulantly In this hot
weather?

I.tra we'll call H quiU *od
open another can of beer.

NEV/ YORK, N. A
POST

Polack, Hennessey, Wilson, Gold-
[itfin, Roth, Minetta, Star^**

“The Loved Ones’’ is the most
amusing book we’ve read In
three years. . . . When are gen­
erals and late Axis officials go­
ing to stop publishing their
dreary diaries? . . . Isn’t It
nice that all those reports on
The Kinsey Report aren't sell­
ing? . . . Why didn’t v/ome
©nd men, too—flock out to uy
Ruth Hershberger’s fascinating
“Adamis -PJb/"u'hl only
floes a. great dj* nail the

libel of “Modern Woman:
Lost Sex.” but is also one of the
most entertaining books —out
and out side-splitting at times—
ever written on any subject. . . «
And why is everybody so Inter­
ested in svx? Isn’t it too hot for
that sort of thing?

Why don’t all good literary
supplements Hat beneath their
Best Sellers the books that, in
tiie opinion of the editor, should
be best sellers? The New York
'’Times’’ does it once a month
and it’s amazing to see how
many good hooka are really be­
ing published.

Has anybody really found
solace in “Peace of Mind”? . . .
Is anybody going to live more
confidently after reading Peak's
book or stop worrying after

?7

Intim
THE NAKED AND THE DeAd

Ex-Mayo? .Kelly of Chicago collapsed becawi of a bad knje,

GREENSBORO, N. <*■
NEWS

JUL 25 B

High Qudgeon: New t\rk
jul 171948 ^varlfikpn hv heat

"Tho Naled and lb* ___
New York bookstore* report that the demand for "The Naked or i

the Dead" has pushed it to the top of the best-seller list, crowding oat [
such romantic tales as'"Pilnrim*s Inn" and "The Foolish Gentlewoman.

■ Winston Churchill's "The Gathering Storm" moved to the top of th*
non-fiction best-sellers immediately, but "Peace of Mind is still a elosO
competitor. In the meantime "The Stilwell Papers ' are appearing on al) fl
booklistsi'evidently the forthright-general appeals to readers. And of
course Dale Carnegie's new book, "How to Stop Worrying and Sturt
Living" went into the best-seller lists Immediately on publication. The!
news that a play has been written on "The Naked and the Dead” by, I
Idllian Hellman for early production suggests a strong, well-built drama
about the platoon — and won't the complacent general get a drubbing-
from her! But the language — well, Lili iSn will have to curb some of ]
tic worst of war’s horrors.
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REALIST
Norman

This is an astounding iipi
novel, so far, the most important Slelni Minetta, Stanley,si-?
American novel to comeout o. [.Ridges, Wym?n, JfartlimrZfnJ. '
the war. It is an incredible, ^''■•"T'fclnr-"And ?{o’r ;
thnaZnor'travsC a?gno o*ther author'the stories of Major General Ed-.
ha^r ’the futiW and lack ;okard Cummings-.nd- Lieutenant
„ , „r ...ar' Ho reveals In-'Hearn are mercilessly exposed.t?ma”e”y the heartland souls 'o? This reviewer doubts that fic-

1, , ,h„ h.1. = w-ir thnv do 1 "m has ever portrayed as Viv-not understand but who ire W a? in this book the fatigue
n0’ u rhr the nreserva- deipair, horror, boredom. andiTndyf thek ideals ? .brutality of men in war. It is a

It i-s strong stuff, this book, very long novel and it B a great
and here this reviewer must novel. It is an astonishing per-,ana nere ui ‘ Thr formance by a young man of
make .a .trong • j25 years, a revelation of individ-
Xdy JusdtWathlitUeh of" character almost unbellev-'
would make a reader understand,
that it is the way men talk un-
der pressure in a war ana it
seems unnecessary to run it into

. i.h-? ground. Oh! for the good
• 6 ; . days when asterisks, or

q gh'es, were used to designate
- U rty words.
.• ; Some day this book may be

■ vdurgated, just as many clas-
£3, and then it will be read for

i th honest story it tells of men
_ der fire. Aftef all, four-let-
W words do become disgusting,

• 3 useating, and upsetting when
repeated over and over and
d ?r. But readers who can rec­
ti nize an honest, realistic, frank
s’pry of frightening experiences
7 1] know that here is a book
ai’av above the ordinary.

• ■Here is a cross-section revela-
■it»n of men from the United
States. Northerners, Southerners,
Easterners, Westerners. Here is
the story of Americans, in the
war from the top “brass” to the
lowest “GI.” It tells of their lives
before they were plunged into a
war, many kinds of lives; a story
of men themselves rather than of
their fighting.

Here are men who are tearing
their hearts out trying to cap­
ture ah island from the Japa­
nese, and thinking of home, of
the unfaithfulness of their wives
at home, of their yearning for
home as it was or as it seems in
memory. They are men in war,
but like most of us, they do noj
know where they are going,
they know only their past.

A group of twelve men and the
non-com in .charge have occu­
pied an island called “Anopo-
pei.” a reconnaissance platoon,
they have moved onto the beach
and into the jungle. They must
march from one side of th£
island to the other. They do not j
know it but the terrible struggle I
across the island is useless in the ,
end, not only did they fail but,

battle is over while’ the**'
re making the attempt. i

yJfflyr fc ioaq j
Bool Firns Folding '

Scveh^Jjook firms folded in '
le last fomngUL. Big ones are _•
3ing okay, but the small fry !
m't take it . . . Irwin Shaw j

refuses to let film firms, review­
ers, ct al. see the galleys of his j
ni :.L novel. He rate:! it better 1
than iM-it-.'icllcr, “The Nak' il ,
and the Dtad” . . . Apparentlyj 1
the Be-Bop TafnimT <- > dab. -1
and dead a . Benny Goodman an- I
n'.'u ■ d two yraiw ago.
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The Naked and the Dead . N n rm a p AT 3 y e r
The Loved Ones........................... .. Evelyn Waugh
Foolish Gentlewoman............................... Margerv Sharp

4. Shannon s Way............................................... A" j. Cronin
5- Peony.................................................................. ... Buck
6. Pilgrim's Inn...........................................Elizabeth Goudge
7. Westward the Dream................................Francis Marion
S. Parris Mitchell of King's Row... .Katharine Bellaman
5. Melissa... .,....Taylor Caldwell

10. The Bishop’s Mantle .Agnes Sligh'Turnbull

critic overtaken by heat
On a day as hot as this—and

no place is hotter than New
yDrk —we don’t like to spend
much time thinking about the
book business. In fact, nobody,
including potential customers,
teems to be thinking about
books. It's pure dog days.

Mind you, our heart isn’t in
this column today. We have an
appointment at 3 o’clock with a
•young writer who may be the
sensation of 1950 and even that
doesn't stir us. In fact, there's
jiothing to do but sit here llsten-
Ing to the electric fan moaning
©nd jot down a few casual
thoughts about the literary
World.

Why is it that most agents
are women and why do most of
them wear fussy hats and harle­
quin glasses in the privacy of
their offices? . . . When is the
public going to get sick of his­
tories! novels? . . . Why do the
movies wreck every book ever
filmed and why doesn’t radio
sell books?

Why bi every woman in Pak*-
<5<na, Calif., writing a novel and
will that fair city, filled v.ith

| broad lawns and narrow minds,
‘ ever turn out a literate book?

Who buys Dale Carnegie’s
I books, and if they’re so damned

good, why aren’t a lot of people
i more charming? And then who
L wants to be charming at the ex-
1‘penac of honesty, anyway?

SHow many millions and mil­
lions of dollar.) do you suppose
are sunk in all of those mail
order writing courses everyj
year? Do you think anyone ever

out successfully?
n’t “The N’a|axl_jwd the

_ _ v. onderftfl1’!*1 A Li 11“ ' too
long, but excellent just the
*<irne. All of which reminds us
of an apoplectic old congress­
man who said to us, “That Nor­
man Mailer should be horse­
whipped! I’ve never read a book
so vile, burned it before my wife
and daughters could be con­
taminated. I really can't believe
that our American boys who
gave their lives on foreign soil
ever spoke in such a manner.
Author must be a Communist.”
And that reminds us: Why are
most congressmen in office any-
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An analysis based on reports from leading book 1
sellers in 22 cities, showing the sales rating j
of. 16 leading fiction and general titles, and •
their relative standing over the past 3 weeks. (

_ ,1

i 1 a 1 a 1 The Naked and the Dead. Mailer

| 1 2 2 3 'J Pilgrim's Inn. Goudge

1 4 4 4 iS, Peony. Buck

1 3 3 2 The Golden Hawk. Yerby

7 5 Melissa. Caldwell «

6 The Loved One. Waugh

II 7 7 5 .The Foolish Gentlewoman. Sharp | I

aa 8 8 ’ The World Is Not Enough. Oldenbourg
ils 5 6 9 ‘ < Raintree County.’ Lockridge
N 9 8 ao 10 Bright Feather. Wilder

as aa 11 The Flames of Time. Kendrick
1 |as 10 12 12 Asylum for the Queen. Jordan

ao a4 aa 13'| The Bishop’s Mantle. ^Pumbull

i Ell 6 9 14 Parris Mitchell of Kings Row. The Bellamanns
No Trumpet Before Him. White

1 ■ Cry, the Beloved Country’. Paton
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WEEKLY BOOK REVIEW
has arranged with the leading booksellers
ef the country to report each week their
sales of first six titles in fiction and non­
fiction to give our -readers an accurate
picture of what is being read in America.
Only titles reported three or more times
ire charted. The following books were re­
ported during the week ended July 5:

eight most popular books
Trenton Free Public Li-
last week were: “Th©
and the Dead,” by Nor,

The
at the
brary
Naked
man Mailer; "Foolish Gentle-
wbmanl’^'by Margery Sharp;
“Peony,” by Pearl S. Buck) 1
“Pilgrim's Inn,” by Elizabeth

, Goudge; "Civilization On Trial,”
by .Arnold J. Toynbee; "Jim j
Farley’s Story," by James /
Farley; “Human- Destiny," b;
Lecomte Du Nuoy; “Stilwel
Papers,” by Joseph Stilwell.

‘The Naked and the Dead." by i
-lorman Miller, new on the fiction |
shelve:, at the East St. Louis public ,
library. Is a story of war. but not j
ot the lighting of the men so much i
as the men themselves. It sho w,
what makes them tick, what tearing;
out their hearts to capture an Island !
from the Japanese has to do w.th I
their background, their wives, 9
sweethearts. Jobs, farms, or colleges, i

Frightened, obscene, humorous, I-
sick, yearning for home as it wag. J
as it Is in memory, or as they would
like it to be. these are th.

JUL 2
1/:e antF'the Dead,” by!

Norman Mailer,. is essentially the.;.
0 themselves rather I

than of their purposeless fighting.'
fhere are the men who tear theiri'
hearts out trying to capture an
island from the Japanese. Thdse’
men—frightened, humorous, sick,
full of yearning for home—are >
men in war, but like most of us, p
they_do not know whexe-’they are 1
Ec;ng. They krnj^stfffty their own I

What

J
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No Trumpet Before Him—Nelia Gardner White.......... • o o !• 0 o 6
Home Divided Ben Amei Williamt............................... 0 o o • • 5
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IrThe Army in the Paci war
THE NAKED AND THE DEAD. By

 

NEW YORK WORLD-’

HeardAroundGi .tinner’s confutioK on this poiaft

Waller doesn’t cesa

ganizer but quits. Nona of the working

Reviewed by
Steve Murdock

b*ku<e»

- hack by the people -*-ho are
g ftting kicked around in this wot®

PEOPLE'S WORLD
SAN FRANCISCO, CAL

• creates doubts in Hearn’i
d, he eeeatei reser.taient by ap-
itipn ct power, and in the ecd
jej’ei tear and ccrrosr-"
**nce by the applioii n t
. power.
len having 'complefelv beaten

of Lieutenant Hearn when he “F‘-1^
' .Tie world, by aU the logics, shad#

 
MONTREAL, CANADA

GAZETTE

JUL 24 1348

capitalist society, but nowhere is there
a man who’ fought back in a collective,.
constructive’sense. Hearn, the liberal
lieutenant from a wealthy family, dab-

. r.XAS
1ST

' He, however, involves no Negfl
: and avoids the question of nM>
t ve populations hy having him islarig

lizhabited. He thus closes two of th#
: lannels through which much of tl.e

chauvinism was expressed.
In total, then, we have a clinical

dfceumentary novel which nauxt t* i
~ feised far its tremendous realism but |
c itUized for its lack of reflection of

A man who has carved out for
himself one of the narrowest
Pieces of political no-man’s-Iand
in history Is Norman Moller, au­
thor and campaign supporter of
Henry Wallace, Says Mr. Mailer:
‘‘To focus it finely, I might say
thM J feci myself to the Jef t of

AS LONG M I live I nhall
never forget the first time
I saw a combat infantry­
man just out of the fox
holes.

There were two of them. They were
Bitting dull-eyed on a rock on a beach
on the north shore of Leyte on Decem­
ber 20. 1911. They had been in the line
for 35 consecutive days and at that
moment were waiting for a landing

Including the three major charac* •
tern, 10 men aro examined in great .
detail by means of flashbacks into i
their lives before the war. A num- (J
ber of the lorser characters are j,
quite well done. i

The picture of Wilson, an 1g- •<
norant but good natured and lecher- J
ous hill-billy Is. Excellent Joey j
Goldstein, the hard working Jewish •
boy, is shown sympathetically and
Red Valscn, the bitter, hard-spoken,
and lonely wanderer is nicely 1
drawn.

The author is less successful with
Martinez, the Mexican scout, and
Polak, the incipient gangster. ;

Through conversations between’
the general and Lieut Hearn the •
author brings out the conflict be- i
tween the powerful aristocrat with
a will toward efficiency, 1. e. fas- i
cism, and the not so powerful aristo- t
crat with a social conscience, L e. 1
traditional conservative democracy. <

In overy step of this conflict, the
general is victorious. His theory is t
that in event of resistance to bring f
a greater power to bear on the re- £

I sistor. Ho attacks Lieut Hearn at t
I- his weakest point, his natural con- r

Book Find Club selection.
Norman Mailer was a rifleman. He

fought on Leyte. Any veteran of the
Pacific who reads “The Naked and the
Dead” should concede—no matter
what else he thinks of the novel—that
Mailer has put the Army in the Pacific • ,
war on paper. . j

j Every ugly fact is there—from |
( diarrhea to slow and ghastly death..

Mailer’s realism must rank him with I
men like Frank Norris, at least in the-
sphere of style and technique. Indeed,
there are parts of “The Naked and-
the Dead” which bring to mind “The
Octopus” and “McTeague.”

“The Naked and the Dead” is tlfa-
story of the capture of a fictitious Pa­
cific island named Anopopei by a task
force composed of about half an in- .
fan try division. The time is the sum- *   .
mer of- 1944. The story is told'mainly' -characters are typical products of
through the men. of the intelligence . -
and reconnaissance platoon, of the
regimental combat team involved in

i the operation. jt
1 Within plot structure provided by Jbles for a while at being a union os«
j the operation, Mailer has inserted a
I series of flashbacks into the lives of 10 -
- key_ character^-exhaustive iny organized

felons.
> j i -

' ' The defeatist tone of the book mj
rertainly not uncommon in the Ar/. ?
hi the Pacific, but it was by no me:.
the inflexible axiom.

. Mailer does introduce anti-Serniti^ha'1
U precisely the ugly proportion whi<4

liv/fi NAKED AND THE DEA.
0y Nortri'in rfaller. E
fork: Rinehart. $4.00.

'.‘hili la a long book, and bcyoi ",
■I'tetHon an Important ono. It >
j Itten on two major planea, • ■

.■ rca a multitude ot charnel, i,
•i I its ccopo and Intent aro gl(_’»JF
tic. It la being boomed by tho pub­
lisher and nomo crltlca aa tho “AM
Quiet on the Western Front" of,
World War II.

The atory deal, with a minor
campaign In the Pacific, tho Inva­
sion and conquest of a small Island.
Tho military action Involves a single
division. It lu within tho framework
of thia division that author Mailer
fins attempted to picture the In­
dividual struggles and Impersonal
objectives that make up war, and In
• larger sense, civilization as we
know It.

The three major characters arc:
‘Jcneral Cummings, a personally
popular but ruthless and fasclH-
■llndcd divisional commandt .

Lieutenant Hearn, the genera' .
lucated, confused, bourgcolslc-lll

.•ill aldo; and Sergeant Croft, ti

. trsonlflcatlon of brutal, Jell-con-
talned, efficient fascism.

These three, together with the cn ■
lifted men In the division I Is I:
Platoon, make up the minute group
that author Mailer analyzes in aa
attempt to picture the larger mean­
ing of war and civilization.

- ter, restless wanderer.
As sharp and vivid as the charact .r-

izations are, however, they all add Uf
to the book’s major -weakness—it,
over-all negative character.
' Nowhere in the book is there any 1
real note of hope or optimism. The
Cashbacks show quite clearly how tl'-e

Their uniforms were yellow with
dried mud. Their faces were graylah-
yeilow from dirt and atabrlnc and fa­
tigue. Their hair was long and dirty.
They hadn’t shaved for a good many
days. Their steel helmets were yellow
with rust. Tlie mud was caked heav­
ily on their shoes and leggings.

They just sat there, waiting, with -y
a resigned and resentful patience. I

Now—for the first time—these men^_
who fought the war in the Pacific have
been placed with great care and ac­
curacy between the covers of a whop­
ping 721-page first novel, the current --------------------------- .--------------------- ;
Book Find Club selection. : ! *ral: General Cummings, a deft por-J

trait of sadism, opportunism and fas-l
eism; Julio Martinez, the Mexican-;
American sergeant from San Antonio
Who has a wracking fear of combat
■but is the best scout in the outfit.

: There’s Roy Gallagher, a bitter ex-
; Christian Fronter from Boston; Joey

Cpldstein, sturdy, sincere, maligned;
.Woodrow Wilson, a Southerner whose
thoughts are'almost exclusively at.- .’;

- < ■
djJXzlzatl----- ar® -vlvkl-an

'sharply drawn . . . Staff Sergeant Sam
Croft, the warped, cruel and cold Tex- ‘
an who commands the platoon; Lleuv

—tenant Robert Hearn, the confused llb-1

il nightmare of conviction-------------- ----
ill ; MEN AT WAR . ,

7'llfc NAKED AND THE DEAD. By Norman Mailer. Clarke Irwin; 7i!1
lli iP:1EeS' H REVIEWED BY D. S. S. MACKENZIE .
Pi I . iNot the least distressing feature of the postwar world has been the
■ laMect failure of this continent to come to literary terms with the rcccht
|t‘ conflict. In this sphere the UJC, where writing painfully reflects the
4 physical austerities, has been braver and franker; while, the, mo, c
I notable war novels of the Twenties are still cherished classics of theu
I i k*nCThere has been no such flowering in North America since 1945. The
! psychiatrists no doubt have an explanation for this, literary retreat from
I reality, It is doubtless directly reflected in the current passion for
If costume novels. But no explanation can entirely excuse or even wholly
P| explain the reluctance of that great . > 7. ■- ’

• j’ea between Atlantic and Pacific j
I I ’.-to attempt to understand and to s,
(state in comprehensible language g
) the principal cataclysm of the era. ?
} If only because these strictures

are fair comment, Mr. Mailer’s “The i
! Naked and The Dead” would be an f
j event But that statement does the <.

’author rather less than half- i
justice. This is a magnificent novel i,
•that could hold its own, in its own }
field; with any current competition, k

■ It is also Mr. Mailer’s first novel, p
; a lloint for further reflection. I
f Mr. Mailer breaks no new literary <
• ground in this long tale of the f
' effect of war—its dirt, its incon- .
• Leniences, its lack of privacy, and •
above all the oppressing fear that >
hangs, pall-like, over all—on a group ■
of 12 men in the attack on an <
imaginary Japanese island during '
-the Pacific War. The device is la- J.
miliar. The characters of “Recon” •
Company, in order to appear repre- ;
tentative, are nearly stock: among <

, them Sergeant -Croft (“You know i
that Croft, he’s an idealist”) a tough,
cold Texan; a Brooklyn Jew, a L
Mississippi sharecropper, a college K
graduate, a Swedish immigrant’s ----- vapvav hyatt vt?son, a Kansas boy, a "Polack” from BORMAN_JhAI^eb
Chicago, a Mexican. Even Lt. Hearn and Gen/ctrmmings are types.

. Equally conventional are the long biographical flashbacks (“The Tune
Machine”) which are used to explain something of the prewar individual
environment. Nor is there much plot to weld together the wealth of

! incident.
But after all that is said in deference to tradition, the fact remains

that this is a great war book—certainly the greatest novel arising out
of the last war to come the way of this reviewer. It will doubtless be
described as “powerful”—a useful euphemism for .pornographic. And
certainly in recording direct conversation convincingly, there appear
here Anglo-Saxon brevities that convention normally ignores.

1 But again, and yet again, it is a fact that Mr. Mailer has written
a true tale of men in conflict with inescapable circumstances; of the
despair and fatigue and terror attendant on war: here specifically but
not particularly, jungle-war. There is a nightmare 'of conviction here;
and faith and betrayal and horror, all brilliantly portrayed. And above
aij there is the unmistakable mark of uniyersatility xeref-speUc^.- •;' |
Lpwxxhd prose. '



J.UUH naving completely ueaten
Hearn, the general cendu him out
on n uaeloM patrol with tho I & R
platoon. There Hearn falls Into tho
hands of Sgt Croft, tho general's
counterpart on the brute level, and
Croft manages to get Hearn killed
in a quick and effective manner.
His death eliminates the only out­
spoken proponent of democracy,
and the American fascists arc left
in complete control.

☆ * ☆
In effect, the. fascist mind gains

control because It Is more precise,
more conscious of Its own ends. Tho
.men of democratic tendencies are
too confused, too frustrated, to even
formulate their own Ideas.

Hearn Is riddled with doubts; Red
and. Wilson are too much the in—'
dividualists; Goldstein is too in­
volved with himself: 'and Sgt.
Brown too terrified to offer any
effective opposition to the fascists.

By the end of the book, Croft has
even browbeaten the outspoken Red
into fearful submission, and Wilson
has been killed in battle. There is
no one left to speak out against
tyranny.
Author Mailer has no representa-
vincing picture. The language, the
setting, most of the characters are
real and believable. The action is
compelling. The Chorus, although
extraneous,' is almost horrifyingly
authentic. But the political connota­
tions are not conclusive.

Neither General Cummings nor
Sergeant Croft are quite believe­
able. and Lieutenant Hearn Is
wholly inadequate as a protagonist
Author Mailer has no representa­
tive of the intelligent, outspoken
liberal, no character competent to
represent the non-Communist left.

His conflict Is between fascism
and a bumbling democracy; the
only other implied choice is Com­
munist revolt. By ignoring the
strongest constructive force in the
United States, Mailer has labeled
himself — perhaps deliberately —ns
a prophet of the demise oCJJfe'stcro
civilization. PIERCE,-J.-'r><ATER II
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The Idea of March—Thornton Wilder..

Rinehart
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Publishers don’t want merely a,. g satlng its curiOslty about -tq fiction these days. The readlrS
novel; they want to find a nove .1 ^erlca witK non-fictlon. William il}blic. though it has made No; - Remember the name

*d ©nd the D
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NEW YORK, N.
HERALD TRIBU

For 11 straight weeks the nations
#1 bestseller!, But' tho Interpretation of Ameri­

can life -.till awaits the new Gals-
r. While John P. Marquand
time, the public continues

Cass Canfield, chairman of
the board of Harper & Brop.,
off to Italy. He will meet his
family in Rome, confer wltn
Aldous Huxley and others lu
Italy, and after about fopr
weeks of rest will put In sev­
eral weeks on Harper business
in London.I ... .

Norman Mailer, author of
The Nafted-amr-Hie-Dead, bapk
from Paris, is commuting these
divs to Pleasantville, where Lil­
lian Hellman is working on the
first draft of a play based on
the book. Miss Hellman is said
to propose a large cast. Mr.
Mailer worked on a new novel
Jii Paris; It will deal with
Brooklyn. »here lie i'— '

NORMAN MAILER
With this one astonishjng book, he joins the ranks of major
American novelists.”

— N. Y. Herald Tribune Book Review $4.00

■
V- : '.hat al

Wasted on mediocrity are in larg
part to blame for the poor quallf
of fiction. Non-flctlon, which has
fewer prizes (especially not open
to movie money). Is tar superior.

1948 has yielded two new novel­
ists: Truman Capote and NormEr--
Mailer- Young Capotq-'ts still
mbreal-home in the short story.
in Other Voices, Other-Rooms, h is
story line is mystifying, his moti­
vation fuzzy, like a boy s confused
dream. But he is a writer. Young

"Mailer has incontestably written
th* first major novel of the war
in I The Naked and- the Dead, his
predecessors, like John Hersey,
.-r^, for the most part, skillful
jeurnalists- —

nubile, though it has made No: -
man Mailer’s book a best seller,
is chiefly satisfied with second-
rate stuff like Melissa and The,
Golden Hawk. Even though Ellz-'-
n?th Goudge is a welcome change
from violence and sudden deal.;
it cannot be said that Pilgrim's
Inn is much more than an enter­
taining way to beguile the hours
in summer. Nor is it likely that
Evelyn Waugh’s The Loved One
reflects credit on British. writIBc
er American taste

..miCULCk W1VU AAVM ---------- -----
Faulkner Is to publish a mn>or
novel this fall; but his work alone
will not bring a rush Into the
bookstores. '

.Everybody associated with books
knows of the crying need for a
new novelist, a great one. [Or
eVen half a dozen big novelists. In
"dltorial offices, in publishing
houses, in bookstores, everybpdy
is listening for the footsteps, of
genius. Never in a generation has
there been such a welcome ready
far the new men.

ardbunt
WEEKLY BOOK REVIEW
’ { arranged with the leading booksellers
at J/;e country to report each week their
sales of first six titles in fiction and non­
fiction to give our readers an accurate
picture of what is being read in America.
Only titles reported three or more times
are charted. The following books were re­
ported during the week ended July 12
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NEW YORK, N. Y
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' . By HARRY
Fading Public Unsattsfieil

Publishers don t want merely. 0; g. A sating its curiosity about
novel; they want toftad anovelwt. • non.
So. fw. it is generaUy conceded.

Pania Mitchell of King! Row—H. & K. Bellamann,.

The World If Not Enough—Zoe Oldenbourg.
Eagle in U>e Sky—F. Van Wyck Mason.. . ~

fTbe Golden Hawk—Frank Yer by.,
| The Loved One—Evelyn Waugh. ■ ■

I ;The Fooliah Gentlewoman—Margery Sharp..

• j ' Peony—Pearl S. Boek,. ................................. • •
I11 The Bifhop** Mantle—Agncr Sligb Tomball.

! | ' Bright Feather-Robert Wilder, c. ■.."

Raintree County—Ron Lockridge Jr...

' Flame a of Tcne—Buynard Kendrick. <

The Naked tad tha. Dead—Nflnnan Mailer.

,i ’ Inn—Elizabeth Goadge.
] ‘Melina—Taylor Caldwell... /..

By HARRY HANSEN. >’
f Literary Ticker Tape. ,

No Trumpet Before Him—Nelia Gardner White.

Ho are Divided—Ben Amea Williams.

Fire—George R. Stewart.......... .. ♦.

Lace Curtain—Ellin Berlin........
Cry the Beloved Country—Alan Paton.

I^ylnra for the Queen—Mildred Jordon..

Everybody Slept Here—Elliott Arnold...

Hqme to the Hermitage—K. L. Crabb....

My Uncle Jan—J. Audander and A- Wurdcmann.

The Time b Nooo—Hiraia Haydi.

ralb
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books in review

Mailer’s Men

TUB NAKBD AND TUB DEAD, by Nor­
man Mailer. Rinehart. $4.00.

Whatever its subject, the
underlying theme of every

serious World War I novel was
the contradiction between the
professed aims of the war and
its imperialist objectives. In the
Second World War the contradic­
tion was replaced by a paradox:
while this was a war of libera­
tion, it was not fought and could
not be fought as such by millions
of soldiers from the capitalist
countries which took part in it.
Life in the army reflected and
intensified the division of inte­
rests and the struggle for indi­
vidualistic self-preservation of
civilian life. The soldier in combat
was torn between the natural feel­
ing of comradeship and a heavy,
frightening sense of isolation
from his fellows. The so-called
orientation program could do lit­
tle to lift his morale. The farcical
manner in which it was ad­
ministered merely emphasized the
hostility of the brass to any dem­
ocratic implications.

Like other individuals, the
writer was bound to suffer the
strains of disillusion, and like

70

them he could be tempted to sur­
render to his sense of injury. The
hardboiled, the cynical and the
self-pitying author are common
to both postwar periods. Also the
hardboiled, the cynical and the
self-pitying character. But the
complex world of war, as of social
conflict, cannot be mastered by
personal outrage alone. Only
knowledge is the effective enemy
of the cliche. It is the persistent
reaching out for new knowledge
—of individuals, of the organiza­
tion and techniques of war, of in­
tellectual character and of social
meanings—that gives The Naked
and the Dead its power of convic­
tion, and strips it of false and
caricatured sentiment.

The reviewers of Mailer’s book
have dealt mainly with his superb
narrative talent, but their fascina­
tion with its documentary qual­
ities has made them indifferent to
and sometimes impatient with its
deeper intent. The New Yorker
critic, John Lardner, thought the
book was too long and too com­
plicated. David Dempsey in the
New-York Times also complained
of its] length which, he said, left
nothing to the imagination.
Others fjblt it to be over-intellec-
tualized.

If this criticism were accepted,
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*t|t only the high standards but
alto the limits of war reportage
would be imposed upon the novel.
Yet it is obvious that the great

■•Ctnes which arc closest to report-
agc—the pulling of the guns and
the fight at the river, the drunken

, search for souvenirs, and the in­
cidents of the patrol to Mt. Anaka
—far exceed its aims. The details
of materiel, natural beauty, feel­
ing and action arc not just cxcic-

. ing in themselves; they arc all
. .directed toward some crystalliza­

tion of character or regrouping
i of human beings. Even boredom,

fatigue and fear become like liv­
ing’ enemies and evoke the trans-
furinations of men in conflict.

» So wc watch the process that
nukes men do what they do be-
ause of what they were before,
and also do what they could never
lave done—things far beyond

, their own imagination. And be-
'.uise the men of the Intelligence
■nd Reconnaissance Platoon of
rhe .Headquarters Company of the
460th Infantry Regiment are
Americans, this extension of their
lives into past and possibility be­
comes a fateful adventure of our
time, and nation. How will they
achieve the solidarity that always
eludes them, how will they be
able to thwart the plans of others
for their subjection? The duel
between the fascist General Cum-
xulrigs and his aide, Lieutenant
Hearn, like the contest between
ths general’s agent, Sergeant

— '-fbfc, and the men of his platoon,

takes,place on the island of Ano-
popei; 15Yit-i.t is America they are
fighting for.

The intellectual'"--content of
Mailer's novel is expressed in two
ways: dramatically, through the
most intense action, sharp indi­
vidualization and direct statement
by the characters of their ideas;
symbolically, by means of an al­
legory and a discriminating irony.
The latter method is used to con­
vey Mailer's own tentative think­
ing, his attempt to resolve what
he has experienced into some
kind of philosophical or political
judgment.

It would be superfluous for me
to add my comment to the praise
of Mailer’s extraordinary dramatic
power, but I should like to call
attention to his careful prepara­
tion of the mental ground for
action. Red Valsen is one of the
men of tbs’ platoon. He is look­
ing at the sea from the ship’s
rail before the landing at Anopo-
pei:

"After a time Red had that
feeling of sad compassion in
which one seems to understand »
everything, all that men want and
fail to get. For the first time in ?
many years he thought of coming :
back from the mines in the winter ,
twilight with his flesh a dirty wan '
color against the snow, entering
his house, eating his food in
silence, while his mother waited
on him sullenly. It had been an
acrid empty home with everyone
growing alien to one another, and
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in all the years that had passed,
he'had never remembered it ex­
cept in bitterness. And yet now,
looking at the water, he could
have some compassion for once,
could understand his mother and
the brothers and sisters he had
almost forgotten. . . . But the
compassion lasted for only a few
minutes. He understood it all,
knew he could do nothing about
it any longer, and was not even
tempted."

Sergeant Croft is brooding over
the death of one of his men:

"His reaction was similar to
the one he had felt at the moment
he discovered his wife was un­
faithful. At that instant, before
his rage and pain had begun to
operate, he had felt only a numb
throbbing excitement and the
knowledge that his life was
changed to some degree and cer­
tain things would never be the
same. He knew that again now.
Hennessey’s death had opened
vistas of such omnipotence that
he was afraid to consider it di­
rectly. All day the fact hovered
about his head, tantalizing him
with odd dreams and portents of
power."

Private Goldstein is watching a
tropical storm:

"The bottom of the sea would
look like this, he told himself.
There were subterranean storms
that he had read about, and this
must be like them. Apart from his
awe, and his concern that the tent
should remain up, Goldstein was
watching the storm with a fasci-

CHARLES HUMDOl-PT

nated interest. Probably the world
had been something like this
when it first began to cool, he
thought, and felt a deep excite­
ment as if he were witnessing
creation. It was silly to think
about the tent in the same mo­
ment, but he could not help him­
self. . . . Already Goldstein was
planning the next tent he would
build.” -^-

Without such insights, de­
veloped and enriched throughout
the narrative, the action, however
fascinating, would take on’JH
arbitrary, capricious quality di­
vorced from understanding. Red’s
defeat at the hands of Croft, lite
its counterpart, Hearn's de»:h,
would seem like a pessimistic
contrivance; Goldstein’s strength
would appear as the author's ef­
fort to counteract an impression
of defeatism; while Croft would
stand as a baffling tour de force,
based in the literature of psycho­
pathology. Instead, the reader is
given the power to see human
lives in the making and to per­
ceive the multitude of factors —
biological, economic, social, psy­
chological and intellectual—that
must be assembled for the per­
formance of this or that unique
action. So far he must- judge, the
book not in terms of what- he
may suppose to be its connotk-
tions, but on the grounds of its
truth to its subject and theme.
Does the reality frighten him? If
so, let him not blame the wafer,
but take a deep breath.

Boots in Review

Neither can General Cum­
mings' victory over Lieutenant
Hearn be interpreted as a sign
cP Mailer's private conviction.
H^arn cannot resist Cummings
because he is caught in the web
of his own class-molded clurac-
r"He had been born in the
aristocracy of the wealthy mid-
wdstern family, an 1 although he
had broken with them, had as­
sumed ideas and concepts re-

’ pagnant to them, he had never
really discarded the emotional
luggage of his first eighteen years.

i 'Die guilts he had made himself
feel, the injustices that angered
him were never genuine. He kept
the sore alive by continually rub-

Bn^g it. and he knew it." That is
why his ideological struggle

MAinst the general always breaks
d-Avn in compulsive, infantile

UMiance ending in capitulation,
I »nd why Cummings' indefinable

homosexual suggestion has so dev-
Halting an effect upon him.

Even so, in drawing the general
..out he exposes the latter’s exact

and yet brittle mind, his prissy
I calculations so vulnerable to up-

s.-t; and his miserable paranoiac
view of himself in relation to
other human beings. Cummings’
vitlity makes its way through his
f -sljicjnable impersonal verbiage:
'jTne machine techniques of this
century demand consolidation,
—f W,U1 uia. ;uu ve got to have
fear, because the majority of men
must be subservient to the ma­
chine, and it’s not a business they
instinctively enjoy." A few mo-
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ments later he says, ’’You know,
if there is a God, Robert, he’s
just like me." This is just after
he has made his unspoken pass
at Hearn.

Mailer’s ironic handling of the
general underlines his political
concern. He seems to be sparring,
looking for an opening. The same
is true of the symbolic joke played
upon Cummings when the front
collapses in his absence and the
hack, Major Dalleson, is forced
to press to victory over the out­
numbered and weakened Japanese
troops against whom the general
had planned such a brilliant
maneuver. The great calculator is1
mocked because the mass of data 
which he thinks he controls al­
ways conceals some overlooked, un­
foreseen element that negates the
proof he has worked out. It is
the same thing that stands in the
way of his dream of the authori­
tarian society: "Hearn he had
been able to crush, any single man
he could manage, but the sum of
them was different still, resisted
him still.” The general, who is
an "idealist,” cannot imagine how
animal matter, even when it is
human, somehow baffles his supe­
rior vision.

It is at this point that the irony
becomes speculative and we may
look for. Mailer’s interpretation
of his drama. It is here, also, that
the ascent of Mt. Anaka ties in.
For Sergeant Croft, too, is an
idealist,” fulfilling on his plane

the same anti-human and an­
nihilating mission of power to



PUBLISHER'S WEEKLY .

JOHN HOWARD LAWSON

Charles Humboldt

4JMONT, TEXAS
enterprise

which* the general is dedicated.
Neither can exist without destroy­
ing; they must climb mountains
to no purpose, and lead others to
death for their own exaltation.
So irony overtakes Croft. He is
driven off the mountain by a
swarm of hornets which scatters
his patrol. Human, all-too-human.
But later he realizes that he could
not have gone without these men
who defeated him when he was
so near the peak

I hesitate before this parable,
and I wonder whether Mailer is
entirely satisfied with it. He must
have some material force which
will provide an ultimate bulwark
against the conscious fascism of
Cummings and its implementa­
tion by Croft. But he looks for it
somewhat too often in the lowest
common denominator of human
resistance. Fear, inertia and the
impulse to herd together acquire
the status of democratic prin­
ciples.
History is hardly so simple,

mechanical and "economic.” I
think the allegory would have
been strengthened by a greater
awareness of the revolutionary
role of conscious ideas. Mailer’s
parable is a hymn to the material
resilience of man, yet it remains
inconclusive because no member
of his cast can quite suggest how
to complete it. But he has come
a long, hard way toward working
it out. ;

Laski on America ‘
THB AMERICAN DEMOCRACY,

Harold J. Laski. Viking. $6.50.

THE publishers describe’ this
book, with the usual dust-jack­

et modesty, as a new landmark in
American social history:

"In 1838, Tocqueville: Democ­
racy in America. S

"In 1888, Bryce: The Ameri­
can Commonwealth.

"In 1948, Laski: The American
Democracy!'

The comparison defines the
author’s intention. His work en­
compasses the whole field of. poli­
tics, social organization anil cul­
ture. The troubled, and generally..
hostile, reviews in the press
signalize the book’s importance.
In the New York Tima, Arthur
M. Schlesinger, Jr., regrets Laski’s
portrayal of the United States as
"a monstrous capitalist colossus,
monolithic in its structure, irre­
vocable in its purpose, dedicated to
the triumph of finance capital
throughout the world."

Since Schlesinger is qne of
those "scholars” who have aban­
doned the responsibilities of
scholarship to become propa­
gandists for American monopoly,
one can understand his resent­
ment at a work which, deals with
some of the more obvious facts
about Wall Street's control of
American politics, its use of the
police power of the state to crush
opposition, and its plans for world
conquest. It is heartening: to find
these facts in a volume by a
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lo Jop b sapping up be:»(nd

Thc Studio Bookstore in Los Angeles celebrated its opening on April 12 with a party to which I
the city's local and visiting artists, writer, and booksellers were invited. The dark-haired I
young man, in the center ofthe photograph, Warren .Anderson,pne_(fj_the JiwnBrs of \

vhop. Uir tte ttZfenie left is Tyrus Wuyg, whose paKObigsi and ceramics were'en exhibit ]i

/pHE above passages are tikes
x from NormaikMadler’s “The Nail

ed and the Dead” (Rinehart, [ >4)J
In this book the 25-year-old atkbas
has given us 700 pages of the jSyS
to-day experiences of a platoc
volved in Pacific warfare. H

In spite of the monotony oi life fl
on Anopopel, it is not boring to the I
reader. On the contrary it takes' him 1
through the gamut of his cmotkr.i. I

!|He can laugh wifb Wilson, .the mo .t
------ . ^lecherous young MjftfrD

tiered tn pin*, m-’.ini
■With Gallagher, who continuer, W |

Jget letters from his wife six wc.k.
after her death, be thrilled w 11 h

jCroft, the cold-blooded west Texan
|who likes to kill, and sigh with ah

I’ e boys at the hardships of army
e. (Just putting on a clean pair
socks is a major operation, and
sure as you get your tent staked

wn right a typhoon comes and
dws it away anyhow.)
ADo’ut this‘book the reader toon
gins to feel the way the GI felt
out the army. He cannot rcmem-r when he started It; It seems he

jhas been reading it all his life; he
sees no hope of finishing it . . . yet

te cannot put" it down.
By’now he is feeling the weight■ul ths GI's pack, his sobs as he

1 lolls, bent double, upstream along
3 river covered over with jungle fo-h

ChuMulls broklfr>number of customers
“have cited the $6 pNce with regret and
felt (as we feel) that a continuing price of
S5 would be preferred. Ac the same time,
there have been few (some, of course) ob­
jections to the $4 price of the ‘The Naked
and the Dead/ possibly because the book
is really a good novel as well as one of the
few books we can be proud of this year.”

Besides “The Naked and the Dead,” the
shop is doing well With Evelyn Waugh’s
“The Loved One” and a Waugh novel im­
ported from England, “Scott-King’s Modern
Europe,” which the shop sells to every cus­
tomer who has liked “The Loved One.”
“We only hope,” he says, “we can restock
from England soon enough to supply the
demand, since we gather that Little, Brown
does not intend publishing this book for
some time, if at all."

■ 'Ij’burc is a Jiinid .turnover in the driJnct
Section, Luuclv Lcljit-c* th'A slwb Itflinil

. MARTIN BLOCK, who owns and oper­
ates with Warren Anderson the Studio

! Bookstore in Los Angeles, says it is sur-
Pj fll — BK prising how many copies of expensive art

■f book.';, priced at more than $15, the shop
.7“ ~_ ’■ " <■ »ble to sell, and far more easily than the

l’«P'*larly-I>nc<’J books. Gauguin’s
bered he had given the attack bat-[»a Noa, printed in Sweden and selling
tnllon no antitank support and hr|$30, ha. been particularlv successful.
groaned aloud this time. It was too r,..V(.V(.r t... ' fi...rf. ' . f|,111(|
late to get them up In time for theI(n,c',.r’ ,‘G 4> ‘ u“ n , ,s 4 <l( n,l,u 4,1(1
attack on the supply depot." r ed objection to the price of books, par-

----- ilarly of fiction. Even in the case of Mr.
qr»HE style of “The Naked and

the Dead" closely resembles !*»'•
Passos’s “U. S. A.” (the book tl
caused bo much controversy at Ti
as unlvcralty). Now 20 years old, I
technical devices Involved seem
grate on the nerves of the m<
highbrow literary critics. Nevertt
less, they seem especially ndaptal
to this book and bothered us not

]a river covered over with Jungle fo- all.
, plage. Tensely he waits lor an alll-| At fl„t lbf pbwenlty Is stUUi

gator to bite off a leg here and '~
.there. Time after time he will shake aRd lhe reader assumes that it

Jhis head and wonder how human overdone. But World war II veU
' beings could ever have done what;anSt who have been largely respo

thU patrol did. Yet he knows there Jblc for ttl tn., book ft. t
must have been thousands of such , * . ,, ,, , _ _
incredible patrols made. it0P 01 l^e best seller list, grin a

’ ----- say, "No, that’s Just about the w
.* PROBABLY tne most horrible p vaB’ I
, thing in the book is the long> Don’t try to read it on qul
trek back by four of the patrol, with moonlight nights. Ydni start loc

i a'dying comrade on p. litter. The Ing over your shoulder Jo make si
‘reader remembers that nlghtmar- --------- 'J
ish march upstream and wonders
how they are ever going to get the
wounded man back to the beach.

I He is spared none of the agony.
The heat, the thirst, the numb­
ness of fingers and toes as the boys
'stumble forward with their cursing
‘patient . . . it’s all there.

i The most exciting episode Is the
scouting mission of the Mexican ser­
geant, Martinez, behind the Jap

! lines, where he can reach out and
1 touch sleeping Japs.

The most Ironical event occurs
when General Cummings leaves the
island for a day. tThe Japs give the
not-too-brllliant [Major Dalleson,
left in charge, a^man^e to advance.
DaHesoir-goes ThtcT a panic . L .a

.thousands details to‘be remembered
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Flip es of Time—Baynard Kendrick..

Bright Feather—Robert Wilder
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(World War II as thoroughly,1 as
those gentlemen debunked World

Into 721 pages he has poured
almost as much soul searching
and; agony as you wi)l find [in

("Crime and. Punishment,"
■ shows what motivates an.intolerant
““ ' 'i' 1-J,‘a frightened .

young Mexican, a tough
cynic from Kansas, a born killer
from Texas, a soft-s;:'::^ '•—*<-
erner, a sensitive Jewish
stef', prid other G.i.’s of’;
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irronged with the leading booksellers

of the country to report each week their \
. sales of first six titles in fiction and non­

fiction to give our readers an accurate
picture of what is being read in America.
Only titles reported three or more times
are charted. The following books were re­
ported during the week ended July 19:

FICTION

the naked and the
DEAD. By Norman.J/fli/er. New
York: . Zinehart^Co. L,

(lip a decent kid from his home,
htafi school,..
sweetheart.

i Rorman Mailer, a ybung man|ot Then turning to the officers,
23/. whose experience is summed
up as “Brooklyn, Harvard, Leyte.
Japan; soda jerk, usher, flat paint­
er. rifleman; Story Magazine.
Cross-Section, a first novel . J ”
is as brilliant and bitter as any
writer World' War IF has' pro-

4T
dfi

AUG.
ANTA’S favorite .
jeried - by Miller’s Book

i Store, is: Fiction, “The TJaked
. and the Dead,” “The Golden-

HawU»LUiThe'Loved One,” “The
Flames of Time,” “Melissa,” an(i,
“The Bishop’s Mantle.” Non­
fiction, “The Gathering Storm,”
“Peace of Mind,” “How to Stop
Worrying,” the Kinsey Report,
“Malabar Farm,” and “Civiliza-

' tion on Trial.”
- National best-sellers listed by
the New York Times are: Fic-

—tion, “The Naked and the Dead,”
, “The Loved One,” “Melissa,”

"Pilgrim’s Inn,” “The Golden
. Hawk,” and “Peony.” Nonfiction,

“How to Stop Worrying,” “The .
Gathering Storm,” 2

; Mind,” “Malabar Farm,” the '
i Kinsey Report, and “Civilization

fezted, insect-infested, swelterii g
Pacific island. Add to his suffejr-
fag.the tyranny of the high brai,
the fatigue of combat, the fear >f

■ sudoen^destfi',' th'e haunting sv
picion that his girl or his wife _
being unfaithful in his absence..

The result might easily be (and
u n d^u b t e di y^y/as)_t h et u nr eli e ve d

1-&i8 I W hat

Brigl______ ___________________
, Tb« Bi»hop*> Mantle—Ague* Sligb Turnbull..

• He^rt of the Matter—Graham Greene.

Lace Certain—Ellin Berlin

; Enijle in the Sky—F. Van Wyck Maron

*"Rointree County—Rou Lockridge Jr...

The World I« Not Enough—Zoe Oldenbfeurg.

Fire—George R. Slewart.

 ...e officers,!
he sketches in the whole staff!
briefly but concentrates upon*
Gen. Cummings, West Pointer,
ambitious and brilliant mhrtipct,
master of chess and of strategy.;
The author jnever directly sug­
gests that Gen. Cummings should’
not have been in con^ipand. {But.,
he is merciless in his revelation
of the general’s motives. > • i

No writer has given,more vivid :
ucjvi ifiiuwa vjl wuat wjuc xxgiiMugjj

j was like in the.Pacific. In neither ■ I
[fiction nor nonfiction has. there'
;been offered as sensuous a cross-
section of the sights, sounds,;
smells, the fright,, the pain,/the I —>.

- ... weariness and the disillusion-
iHe meint. . ; 12

Irkut ilailer is still too young and} I
I |ut too. bitter to have acquired the (

•im’s Inti—Elizabeth Goudge.

Golden Hawk—Frank Yerby.
PrnLy—Pearl S. Buck

Tba Ldved Ont
Ths Foolirh Gentlewoman—Margery Sharp.

Par u Mitchell of Kingi Row—H. & K. Bellamann..

Asy am for the Queen—Mildred Jordon.

Ciy-the Beloved Country—Alan Paton..

Th^ldea of March—Thornton Wilder...

Tfea Moth—Jamei M. Cain..........................

Ka (Trumpet Before Him—Nelin Gardner White...

Outer Edges—Charles Jackron..i.

The Time Is Noon—Hiram Haydn..

Hy Unde Jan—J. Audander and A- Wurdemncn.

g.ltemry Notes;____
Mailer, a young veteran of Gie Pacific Campaign

another ob=2uxii—e*-GI—u*o~years--ago;*?ac'ea*'wItE'’tEe^same post--|f«
problems of any returned serviceman, but that was before,«*^he Naked
'.aid the Dead" was published. Today Mailer’s novel is a best seller ind
'one’of the'most widely discussed books of our tin-c. The author,
is a liberal progressive has captured in simpler words, what dozens
•of’-top-flight War Correspondents tried to.Xvrlte about in th

the Pacific. It is a book with a Naked- Sopl and a Dead,
f ' *

jway; is closer to Barbusse than. No writer has given,more vivid
his church and hifflto Remaque. He hopes to debiink’ descriptions of what the fighting
Throw him Into 11 " ‘u----- ........................ ’...........-•^~l

nuelstrom of war on a Jap-ii- ^®,?/"
------- ------------------------Si'

Tolstoyan universal compassion *
which might have helped him- to
understand and forgive officers

„ as .well as G.I.’s. The flaws are.
con-hoover, minor in view of She |

and sweep of this night- <
] '"niajt'lFn masterpiece of realism.

>U5- Bosiqn Irish lad,
» U {decent young K

r»xrr>iz» ^r-r\rr> Tfan.
■spoken South-
Jewish young-
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Best Sellers of the

Number one on the N. Y. Times and Herald Tribune lis
Rinehart, $4.

Little, $2.50

The Loved One. Waugh Scribner, $3.
Has sold over 725,000, including book club copies.

Coward, $3.2 2

Dial. $3.

7 8

__ Asvlum for fh/»

The Best Sellers

£31

NEW YORK, N. Y.

Four Brooklyn authors whose works currently rank

high on the best-seller list

nnni
IDO 2

ilQOZl
4 I

Paul Elder’s, Books, Inc., De Wolfe and Fiske, and
Book Shop in Providence are some of the stores telling
this is their top seller in fiction.
Selling about 1,000 copies a week.

Norman Mailer (The Naked and the Dead), left, Irwin Shaw (The
Young Lions) have written novels acclaimed as best on World War II.

rrites about Brooklyn in Tomorrow Will Be Bet-
lan went around the world to dp Wj,--,-.

(Continued on nexvpage)

the

rooklyn
fobody Knows

NEW YORK. N Y.
TIMES -■

New- York’s biggest borough is the butt of many jokes —

but goes serenely ahead as an important cultural center

Brooklyn’^ reputation, to the chagrin of many of its citizens, rests on such
phenomena as the Dodgers, Coney Island and the imperishable Tree.

Weavers of the Brooklyn legend have ignored its cultural enterprises, the
most notable of which is the Broolclyn'friSt ittffe GTAn^ uJad-StcanciawStarted
125 years ago as a library, the Institute now includes the Museum, above,
Botanical Gardens and Children’s Museum. Its Department of Education
offers a unique program of opera, forums and plays at the Academy'of

above right. Brooklyn has also been a haven for the wandering art­
recent years, such people as W. H. Auden, Richard Wright and Carson
lers have made it the base of their creative operations. And the late

giant, Thomas Wolfe, who used to stalk through the streets of
yn late at night, wrote^Qf Ti and the River there. Brooklyn may
immortal for its , but it has a high batting average

arts.

E%1 An analysis based on reports from leading booh
Is sellers in 22 cities, showing the sales rating
Bpfl of 16 leading fiction and general titles, and

1 their relative standing over the past 3 weeks.
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Normon Mailer Murray

J. Robert X)ppenhei

ENTERTAINMENT

Henry Ford IV Philip

Sir Laurence Olivier

ASI'.URY PARK EVENING PRESS (THE EVENING . : WS), FRIDAY
America talks about the war in the Pacific

eadcd the Truman committee .packed health insurance, federal
>'hich saved the nation millions ofXajd for education and other

creased legal minimum wages, a
civil rights program, government-

Mr. Mailer, a Brooklyn boy
went to Harvard and then tc
war in the Pacific, rockete

’’The Naked and the Dead” is more than a promise,
and has put Mailer in a lasting place as writer of the World
War II® Future will show if the author will use his great
gift for other work that is not autobiography.

in Norman Mailer's "The Naked and the Dead"
weeks ago by Rinehardt
everything from counter-Jumper to painter
Harvard
Thia is
Japan.

Has world literature found a new "Farewell to Arms"
published a few

The author, only 25 years old, has been
and a student at

University, also short storywriter for popular magazines,
besides his partaking in the fighting at Leyte, and in

Translation -
DAGBlADIT, OSijO, 5th August, 1943

Truman Is Named ^lan of

things. ■
'He denounced the Taft-Hartley

law and income tax cuts. On this
program, he won the 1948 elec­
tion.

Others Named
In other fields The AP editors

chose the following men: George
C. Marshal], foreign affairs; J. Rob­
ert Oppenheimer, science; Philip
Murray, labor; Henry Ford 2d, in-
du&iry; Herbert Hoover and Paul
Hoffman, public service; Norman
Mailer, literature, and Sir Laur­
ence Olivier, entertainment.

Mr, Marshall now is recovering
from an operation in Washington.

’ " -SW

Herber
delegates with the vigor of
attack on Red elements.

Mr. Ford continued to direct
auto empire founded by his gra
father. During 1948 he tou
Europe, visiting Ford plants the
He also accepted the post of ch;
man of n; tional community che

Votes of the editors were eve
divided between Mr. Hoover
Mr. Hoffman in the public ser
field. Mr. Hoover, the only li>
U. S. ex-President, has wor
hard on his go.vernment reorg
zation commission. Mr. Hoff
was head of the Studebaker
poration but left'it' to direct

This book tells of the landing and fighting on
Anapopel, one of those jungle and rocky island in the tropic

'South Sea, that the Americans had to wrestle from the Japanese
We-read about the fighting till the finish, when the Japs gave
up and were taken prisoners. •

The author has laid the main interest about a
section of ton to twelve men, none heroes or wanderers, but just ’
the type of soldier that is made up from American stock. In

i .this book, his first, Mailer writes like a full-blooded realist.;
-.This realism which is the book's outer form, gives in detail
his comrades speech, thoughts, actions and ideals— and he
gives life and block pictures of their previous poor and
proletarlc life. In strong contrast, Mailer depicts the two
leaders, Major General Cummings and his Adjutant, Hearn. The
author's art, in a modern and subtle way, characterising these
two men, gives a lot of promise for him as a psychologist. It ~r~
is seldom one finds in young new authors such real and life­
inspiring characterization of events, and few have, as Mailer,
been able to fill the pages with such real life impressions
and incidents. The tropical Island flora, terrible heat, and
heavy atmosphere, its terrific storms and rains, its haunting
sounds and rotten vegetable stink, all is told in strong prose
by Mailer.

(A.P. Newefeature)
H»rrv S. Truman, President of

K the United States of America, was
R man of the year In 1048. He was
*f.vho»ea almost unanimously by

vote of the editors of Associated
t; Pjess newspapers.

The farm boy from Missouri
Blwbo prayerfully took over as
■ eiiief executive when President
B Rosevelt died in 1945, waged a

fighting campaign and won an up-
A set victory in 1948. He said he
* often yearned for his old seat in
8 the U. S. Senate. But when the
. chips were down, he ignored the
K experts. He told his party leaders
2 . he would win—and he did.
I . He had traveled a long and twist-
K ed road to the Presidency. In 1906
if' he went into partnership with his |
5 ‘father and worked long hours to
S'.’keep the family farm going. Eleven
Fl years later he was in World war 1

lie want to France as a captain In
g ' the Missouri national guard and
r was promoted to major before the
f war ended.
K- After the war he failed In busi-
£' ness and was long years paying off

the resulting debt. But in 1922,
J with the help of the Pendergast

machine in Missouri, he went into
politics as a member of the county

». government in Jackson county.
Senator in 1934

11 He was first elected to the U. S.
I Senate in 1934. When the Pender-
. gast machine’faced charges of dis-
| honesty, Mr. Truman was nearly
I defeated in the 1940 election. But
i investigators said suspicion never
i once pointed at him. Mr. Truman
gisald Tom Pendergast never asked
f,'him to do a dishonest thing. <
f, In the early part of the war be (
j headed the Truman committr- •

A critic, ulor Paris Grink, of Norman Mailer's
book—"The Naked, and the Dead".

Europe he found fears not so much
of atomic war but of “occupation,
enslavement, civil war and de­
struction.” He also found a feel­
ing that the universities must take
their place in the days ahead as the
counterpart of the monasteries of
the early Middle Ages.

Mr. Murray was again elected
head of the C.I.O. in November.
His union won a wage boost in the
steel industry in July. Thru the
year he kept up a running fight
with the left wing in the Ctl.O. Ho
backed Mr. Truman and denounced
Mr. Wallace for his third party bid.
Action of the November convention r--------  ---  _ . ..
showed full victory for Mr. MQP- U. S, program fojr aid to Euroj
ray’s right wing.forces. The labor
leader who came to this county as
an immigrant coal miner surprised

I dollars by checking on war con-
| tracts, in 1944 he took the nom-

ination as vice president,- which he
* did not want, in a compromise deal

, Vat the convention.
-His committee was formed at his

jsuggestion after he had been turned
I down when he sought to reactivate
j his commission in the army, re­
serve. So. instead of. being a
colonel in the army during the war,
he finally became commander in

■I chief of all the U. S. forces as Pres-
ident of the United States.

In the 1946 elections, the Re-
■ publicans gained control, of both
f.-I houses of Congress. Faced with
r hostility from the legislators, he

LITERATURE (

MAN of the YEAR



BY

CHARLES J. ROLO

newcomer certain to create a stir has just ap-
lared on the scene. Norman Mailer’s first novel,
te Naked and the Dead (Rinehart, $4.00),
ikes me as being by far the most impressive piece
fiction to date about Americans in the Second

World War. The author, a veteran of the Pacific,
St,twenty-five years old.

IgMailer's concern is with the individual and the
way of life that formed him. He uses the shocks

| 'nd tensions of war as a corrosive agent which bites
rough to the hard core of truth about men. The
hked and the Dead is vastly more mature, intel-
tually, than the war novels of the twenties, with
kir romanticization of chronic mutiny. Artisti­

cally, it rates comparison with the best of them.
Out of the campaign for the Pacific island of

Afiapopei, Mailer has forged an electrifying nar-
rjtive whose descriptive passages stretch your

rvous system on the rack of war. You are im-
rsed in the unmentionable dread that permeates

convoy, sweating out the night hours before
mbardment. You’re on the beach, shuddering
d cursing as the mortar shells come slapping
wn like a fly swatter. You’re in Sergeant Croft’s
nglc foxhole, numbly firing a machine gun at

■cs of howling Japanese weirdly etched in the
htning of a flare. These episodes and others arc
lized with a terrible intensity: the cold-blooded
ing of a prisoner; a drunken hunt for souvenirs
a corpse-strewn cave; a reconnaissance platoon’s

protracted, nightmarish battle with jungle and
fountain, with sickness and torturing fatigue and a
’dying man who must be carried back. This is an
exceedingly tough book. The soldier’s vocabulary,
some of the combat details, will make the squeamish
reader wince.

Mailer’s signal achievement lies in the characters
e has created, a dozen superbly individual figures.

Each of them is sharply visualized. Each is gradu-
. ally synthesized, through speech and conduct,

through tfieir unspoken thoughts and emotions,
Under varying conditions of stress. What formed
them, what motivates them, arc brilliantly dis-

|__closed or suggested in their personal—histories...
reminiscent of the profiles in Dos Passos’s U. S.A.).

which are interpolated between chapters. There’s
Gallagher, “ the revolutionary in reverse,” an utterly
Convincing portrait of the smalltime crackpot

fascist; Polack, dead-end kid and petty gangster;
Martinez, nicknamed “Japbait,” the little Mexican
whose fierce pride has to wrestle with the knowledge
that his nerve has cracked. To these and the rest
of them, war has given a community of hates .arid
fears, a boundless resentment, and, though they
don’t know it, a compelling sense of duty.

Mailer’s key figures are Major General Cum­
mings, Lieutenant Hearn, and Sergeant Croft.
Cummings, a military genius, is the intellectual
prophet of a new, icily reasoned American fascism,
which will reach for power masquerading as “con­
servative liberalism.” He is the nearest thing in
American fiction to the Commissar in Kocstler's
Darkness al Noon. Expounding Itis credo to Hearn,
his aide, he declares: “This is going to be a re­
actionary’s century.” The present machine tech­
niques demand a consolidation of power, “and with
that you’ve got to have fear, because the majority
of men must be subservient to the machine. . . .
The natural role of twentieth century man is anx­
iety.” Ho has his officers fitted into a “fear ladder,”
and exploits privilege to "break down” the men.
Cummings’s goal is total control. Enable to convert
Hearn, he humiliates him atrociously, then sends
him out on a dangerous reconnaissance at the head
of Sergeant Croft’s platoon. Croft 4s» the born
killer, filled with impersonal hate, the future vigi­
lante of the general’s new order.

Hearn, renegade son of a Midwestern noureaii
riche, has been the Manhattan-out-of-Harvard radi­
cal dilettante. Now, disillusioned, conscious of his
own deep impulse to control men, he feels empty
of belief. Cummings suggests the clue to his con­
tradictions— a perfectionist who wants to remake
the world in his own image, “Not a phony but a
Faust.” These three figures and the men under
them (the anonymous masses) are embroiled in a
subtle conflict, resolved in an unexpected and am­
biguous conclusion, which. I think, reflects the
ambiguous currents of our time.

The Naked and the Dead has its faults: the struc­
ture is slightly anticlimactic; the men’s talk, laden
with expletive, tends to grow repetitious; the story
is overlong — 721 pages. What matters infinitely
more is that it is a work of remarkable power, of
amazing penetration, both into people and the det
termining forces in American life. Mailer has made

- his start with one of the most exciting American
novels published since the end of the twenties. No
one in search of first-rate fiction should pass it by.
The Naked and the Dead is not just a good book,
it’s almost a great book.

A-bomb on America
__The scene: a cottage in New England. The time:
tomorrow. Mark Ferry, his wife-Bianca,-and-twjp
neighbors, casually turning,on the radio, hear that
an atom bomb has fallen on New York. This doomk-

'"TlayYxent is the opening of The Invaders (Duejl,

Reader’s
Choice

THE ATLANTIC BOOKSHELF
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alumnae in 1939, the year of Miss Kenyon's
retirement as chairman.

In the meantime, Helen Kenyon had become
active in the work of the Congregational. Chris­
tian Church: she was made a director in 1938

' oi the Congregational Christian Board of Home
Missions, an office in which she was to remain
until 1948. While serving on the missions

’board, she was also a member of the board of
directors of the United Council of Church

AVomcn (1940-13); and from 1944 to 1946 she
was the fir 4 woman chairman of the Missions
( oiincil, the "joint promotional and educational
agency of the home and foreign boards of the
denomination." She had served two years (1946-
4X) a. A . i tant Moderator of the General
( Oun< il when the • eh ted in Moder iter on
lune 17, 1948. at the Li'-nnial «■. ion attended
by .omr two thou and church representatives,
at Oberlin, Ohio. Later, in commenting on her
election, she aid, "I'm really too old to be a
Moderator," explaining that '.he undertook the
t. ' I.. ■ . a . .' lui I ■ ■ er (the ofl
carric . no remuneration), ahc could devote her
full time to it.

As Moderator of the General Council of the
Congregational Chri tian Church'* . I Iclen Ken­
yon is the lay leader of a denomination which
embraces some 1,200,000 member.; she is re-
sponsiblc for the planning of the General Coun­
cil'. biennial sc. .ion (such as the week-long
convocation which met in Oberlin in 1948) and

• pi id ■ i’ d le 1 ■
tl.i . office. Mi1.. Kenyon aw her two-jear term
a. involving two major tasks, the first being
tb.c rai .ing of the $2,720,571 balance on the
$6,500,000 quota of the Church’s postwar cmcr-
g.program, in behalf of which program she
h id traveled extensively on speaking tours dur­
ing the years 1945-48. This fund was to be
allocated for the relict and rehabilitation of war
victims and for missionary projects both in the
United States and abroad. At the end of 1948*
Mi Kenyon planned to begin work on her

■ second task, that of campaigning for the uni­
fication of the Congregational Church with that
of the Evangelical and Reformed Church. In
the event of such unification, the combined or­
ganizations would have a total membership of
more than two million and would be known as
“The United Church of Christ." This contem­
plated union was a leading issue at the 1948

’ Oberlin conference, at which a committee com­
posed of advocates and opponents of the meas­
ure was named to studv the diverse aspects of
the proposed consolidation. On June 16. 1948,

, the Evangelical and Reformed Church an-
E nounced that thirty-three of its thirty-four
■.synods had approved this measure, but a later

tabulation of Congregational Christian Churches
'showed that only 65 per cent of the required
75 per cent of churches was in favor of the
proposal.

’ The promotion of better racial relations has
; been another cause to which Helen Kenyon

• jhas given her support. During her ten vears’
‘service on the Congregational Christian Board
*of Home Missions. Miss Kenyon was assigned

to the American Missionary Association (a di-
5, vision.of the missions board), the main object
,of which is the establishment and maintenance 

of Negro educational institutions in the South.
Miss Kenyon has represented the missionary
association at the Interracial Institute at Fisk
University, in Nashville, Tennessee, and at­
tends meetings of the board of trustees, of
which she is a member, of Dillard University
(another Negro institution) in New’ Orleans.

Miss Kenyon is a member of the American
Committee of the World Council of Churches
and a corporate member of the American
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions.
Her local church affiliation is in the First Con­
gregational Church of Poughkeepsie. In New
York City she belongs to the Vassar Club and
the Genealogical and Biographical Society. Her
political affiliation is Republican.

A little over five feet one inch in height,
Helen Kenyon weighs 150 pounds; she wears
rimless spectacles, has gray eyes, wears her
gray hair in pompadour style. For a num­
ber of years she summered with her nieces on a
Montana ranch. Ranching, riding, and geneal­
ogy, she says, are her hobbies. A New York
apartment and a country place, "Yelping Hill,"
in West Cornwall, Connecticut, are her homes.
Once she told a New York World-Telegram
reporter, "The reason I stay so illiterate is
because I like people so well. I never read.
I’rn a person of action. I don’t dare think
how many hours I work a day, because if I did
I’d get tired."’

References
N Y Times p25 Jc 18 '48 por
N Y World-Telegram Jc 29 ’48 por
Newsweek 31 :76 fc 28 ’48
Time 51 :68 Jc 28 ’48
Who’s Who in America, 1948-49

KRATZ. ALTHEA HALLOWELL See
Hottel, A. If. K.

MAILER, NORMAN Jan 31, 1923- Author
.dddrexx: b. c/o Rinehart and Company, Inc.,
232 Madison Ave., New York 16; h. 102 Pierre­
pent St., Brooklyn 2, N.Y.

Norman Mailer, a veteran of World War If,
I-came in the middleof 1948 one of the most
talked-about new writers. Reviewers declared
his best-selling The Naked and the Dead to be
one of the most impressive novels thus far
about World War If, and many compared it
with the World War I novels of such authors
as Hemingway. Dos Passos, and Remarque.
1 he book is to be adapted for the theater.

Born January 31, 1923, Norman Mailer is
the son of Isaac B. Mailer, an accountant, and
Fanny (Schneider) Mailer. His birthplace is
Long Branch, New Jersey, from which the
family soon moved to "a quiet section of two-
family houses and trees" in Brooklyn, which
Mailer has called "the most-Jew^fr7n-
vironment in America.” Norman attended
Brooklyn schools and graduated from Boys
High-School in 1939, when he was sixteen.
“During the depression we were poor,” he has
said, "and after, it was kind of a squeeze on
my parents' to send me to Harvard.”

(Continued page)
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NORMAN MAILER

Because he enjoyed making model airplanes,
young Mailer decided to become an aeronautical
engineer. By his sophomore year in college,
however, he was more interested in writing.
Although he took many writing courses to
‘‘learn what not to do,” he continued to major
in engineering science because, he has said, “if
you wanted to write and you majored in Eng­
lish ‘lit,’ you majored in English ‘lit’ instead
of writing.” He found Harvard particularly
stimulating intellectually because of the diver­
sity of its student body, composed, as he saw
it, of students from at least fifteen or twenty
"vastly different roots.”

In 1941, eighteen-year-old Norman Mailer
won Story Magazine's annual college contest.
His first unpublished novel, about Jewish life
in Brooklyn, was written that year. Mailer’s
second, which he began writing after his gradu­
ation from Harvard in 1943, was, in his words,
"a very large and overly ambitious . . . anatomy
of brutality”; it was set in an asylum for
the insane, where he worked a summer. It was
rejected by publishers because of the scene in
which it was laid. "It wasn’t very good,”
Mailer said in 1948, “but I think it could have
been a best seller.” Shorter works of his did
reach print: several stories appeared in the
Harvard Advocate, and Edward Seaver in­
cluded Mailer’s novella, A Calculus at Heaven,
in the first annual Cross Section anthology.

Mailer was drafted in January 1944 and in­
ducted into the United States World War II
Army in March. (His bride of a few months,
Beatrice Silverman, later entered the Waves
and became a lieutenant.) From being, as he
recalls, “an arrogant, nasty young man who
thought he knew everything,” Private Mailer
became “the third lousiest GI in a platoon of
twelve.” Trained as an Artillery surveyor,
when he reached the Philippines he was reas­

signed to the intelligence section of an Infantr/
regiment. The night he joined the regiment
Leyte, it was sent into the invasion of Luzcn.
Mailer typed reports at combat team headqurr-
ters, then was assigned to interpret aerial phero­
graphs. From this work he gained more o. &
general’s-eyc view” of war than did nost

GI s, and he increased his knowledge of strategy
and tactics by reading the Infantry Journal I

Having in mind the war novel that he
planned to write,. Mailer requested transfer tA
front-line duty with an intelligence and recon­
naissance (I & R) unit, similar to that which
appears in The Naked and the Dead. "All tW
time I was overseas,” Mailer has said, "I ha<l
conflicting ideas, wanting, the way cvcrylxxly
else did, to get the softest job, to get by’ with
the least pain, and also wanting to get into
combat and see it.” As a rifleman in an I & R
platoon protecting a division which was fighting
its way to Manila, Mailer participated in "a
few fire fights and skirmishes.” Although he
felt that he was going to be killed, he took
pages of notes, jotting them down in the four
or five letters he wrote his wife each week.
Every incident in The Naked and the Dead.
including the flash-back biographies of his
dozen characters, is an^cxpcricnce which the
author himself had. or heard about. Disap­
pointment came to him in Japan, a week before
he was sent home. Sergeant Mailer (he had
received the three stripes of a T/4 as a cook
and baker) obeyed the captain’s order to apolo­
gize for insulting the top sergeant. The next
day Mailer withdrew the apology, and lost the
stripes.

By the time Mailer was mustered out in .April
1946, his wife had saved two thousand dollars
from their joint monthly service salaries. I
This sum supported the couple for the next ■
fifteen months, fluring which they each worked I
all day on novels about their war experiences, I
reading each other’s manuscripts in the evening.
He had not originally planned his book as an
antiwar work, but what he heard on the radio
and read in the newspapers convinced him that 4
“people in our Government were leading us into ■
war again.” "The last half of the book,” he I
later told Louise Levitas of the New York I
Star, "was written on this nerve right in the ■
pit of my stomach.”. The character of General •}
Cummings, who believes that military dictator- ;
ship is the coming thing, "articulates a kind of i
unconscious bent in the thinking of the Army .■
brass and top-rank politicians,” according to the |
author.. The "naked” of the title are war-.
mongering fanatics. i

Mailer’s book was rejected by one publisher; ;
because he refused to alter the language, a ■
more or less literal transcription of GI talk. I
The publisher who accepted the manuscript stip-t L
ulated that the author cut the objectionable |
language down to the irreducible minimum. I
Mailer blue-penciled about a fifth of it. This* j
done. Mailer and his wife left for Europe to- ')
study at the Sorbonne under the GI Bill of •. j
Rights. - |

Reviewers almost unanimously praised The |
Naked and the Dead as being what John Cour- ^4
nos called "a vivid and graphic record which/ 1
tells everything and spares nothing, least of

Id-

39

half."

r
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Norman Mailer is five feet eight inches tall
and weighs 140 pounds (he weighed ten pounds
less when he finished The Naked and the
Dead). One reporter wrote, “His cars stick
out from a head of brown curly hair. On his
face, with the wide forehead, large blue eyes,
and narrow, sensitive chin, it is still possible to
see the traces of an earnest adolescent.” Con­
fident in manner, Mailer is said, nevertheless,
to be self-effacing. He has taken up oil paint­
ing, of which he says: "I have no talent at all
and therefore can have no disappointments.”
Unaccustomed to the "fantastic security” which
is his by virtue of royalties (forty thousand
dollars for the first three months, according to
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MAW, HERBERT B(ROWN) Mar.
1893- Governor of Utah; lawyer; tcacli
Address: b. Stale Capitol Bldg., Salt Lake City
Utah; h. 603 E. South Temple St., S
City, Utah

"One of the most interesting of
j orary Governor-.," according to John Gunther,
author of Inside U. S. .-I., is Herbert B. Maw
of Utah. Before his election to the governor-
mip in 1940, Maw carried on three occupations
simultaneously: lie war. a professor of public
.peaking and political science, he practiced law,
and he erved in the Utah State Senate. Dur
ing his two terms as Governor, Maw, a Demo-

Wlde World Pbotcs
HERBERT B. MAW

all the feelings of the reader.” Virginia Kirkus
called the 721-page novel “unpleasant ... un­
forgettable.” Sterling North referred to it as
“this nightmarish masterpiece of realism. The
reaction of Orville Prescott, writing in the
Yale Record and the New York Tones, was
perhaps typical: "Mr. Mailer recorded every
foul thought and word of his characters . . .
wrote only about ignorant, savage, primitive
men (with the exception of two officers, of
whom one was a Fascist). . . .But for maturity
of viewpoint, for technical competence, and for
stark dramatic power, this book is an incred­
ibly finished performance.”

Without the aid of prepublication selection
by a book club, Mailer'-, book headed the New
York Times best-seller list for eleven consecu­
tive weeks (June 22 through Align .t 29, 1948).
it was the Book Find Club selection for di .-
tribution that July. Producer Kermit Bloom-
gardin quin -1 the ' - •• ?>■ hl . • ■ anu :r I
to have Lillian Hellman adapt and direct it
for presentation in the 1948-49 season.

Traveling with his wife in France, Italy,
Spain, and England, Mailer “glimp.cd what the
future might hold” for hi . own country and
changed from a hatred of al! organization to a
belief in collective action. A member of the
Progressive Citizens of America, which he had
joined Ixrforc leaving for Europe, Mailer has
devoted him elf to campaigning tor the election
of Henn’ Wallace‘n after his return to the
United States in August 1948. (He told a
questioner that he had not encountered any
Communist', in PCA.) He then regretted what
he •!■• ' ribed as the "politically colorless" nature
of his Ixsok—Time had complained of the "nar­
row political bias of the views set forth in it."

"At thi . particular period,” Mailer has writ­
ten (quoted from his publisher’s release), "I
don’t think a writer can avoid being political to
a great degree. There's been a regrettable ten­
dency in the last decade in America to be un­
political as writers, and I think it’s partially
accountable for the poverty of American letters
in this period.” This is one of Mailer's two
writing tenets. The other: "There really are
no such things as types in America, and as a
result an American writer has to spend a good
bit more of his time in defining his characters
down to the sections in which they live, their
speech, and the particular prejudices they’ve
assumed . . . before he can be concerned with
such abstractions as courage, humanity, good
and evil, or any of the other qualities and
postulates that have formed the bases of most
of the great European novels.”

On his own novel, Mailer takes issue with
the reviewers. In the author’s eyes. The Naked
and the Dead is not a realistic documentary’,
but. is a "highly symbolic” book, of which the
basic theme is the conflict hsjweenthe _ beast
and die in man. The r.um-.-m of events

'experienced by the one platoon "couldn’t pos­
sibly have happened to any one Army platoon
in the war,” but represent a composite view of
the Pacific war. The mountain the platoon
attempts to climb represents “death and man’s
creative urge, fate, man’s desire to conquer the
elements—all kinds of things that you never
dream of separating and stating so baldR
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> Do Professors Have Rights.
_ - - > > * ■■

Ri

Arc professors people!
May they think! May they vote! May they
il:!—even if we disagree with the way they
k, the way they vote, the tray they speak.
And if they may not—without being dis-

Missed from their jobs—what has happened to
f?academic freedom! To freedom of speech! To

the Bill of Rights! To us! !
Richard G. Morgan has been dismissed as

urator of archaeology of Ohio State Museum,
Apparently because his wife runs a book store

at sells literature that advocates better rela­
ys between whites and Negroes. No specific
arges were made. '

George Parker, teacher of Bible and philo-
sophy at Evansville (Ind.) College, traj asked

to resign two days after he had presided at a
rally sponsored by the Vanderburgh 'County
Citizens far Wallace Committee.

There are other cases . . . too many.
In the interest of freedom of speech, the

New York Post Some News sent Norman
Mailer, author of “The Naked and the Dead,"
to Evansville, Ind., to look into the Parker case
as typical His report is printed herewith.

A raCy in defense of academic freedom has
been called by the National Council of the Arts,
Sciences and Professions for Sunday evening
at the St. Nicholas Arena, off Columbus Circle,
and an all-day conference at the Hotel Penn­
sylvania tomorrow will lay plans for enlisting
school and college teachers throughoulfthc coun­
try in the fight.

ty NOBMAN MAILER
Author of the current best seller, “The Naked and the Dead’’

! There are always many ways to tell a story, but I think I shall begin
this one in Dr. Hale's office.

His full name is Lincoln B. Hale and he is the president of Evansville
College. He is a man of medium height, middle-aged, with a broad bland face,

| a very small mouth, and the appearance of a successful business man. His!

*rc z** X _ IA/La IA/mc* I TOLD BY NORMAN MAILER,
The Case or One Who Was I author of the best-seller,
Fired For His Political Views | the naked and the dead*

Story on Page 5

. nt rennonr
across the Ohio River Lam Ken-i

C tuck}. Ti’o City Directory of 19-lSj
mentions that it has 200 manu­
facturing establishments, and is1
located 75 miles from the center
of population of the United
States. There is a busy shop­
ping street called Main St. which
is eight blocks long, and from it
the city spreads out in miles of
residential streets and small
frame houses. With the excep­
tion of- its industry, which is
comparatively heavy, there is not
much to distinguish Evansville
from .any one of a number of
Midwestern cities of that size.
Once a Elan Center

It is worth mentioning that
Evansville is a marginal South­
ern city, and that in the '20s it' . ■ - --------- y—„-z--~
was a center of Klan activity.-'0 bar Communists and other
Also, there has been in the last subversives from the school sys-
year an extremely vigorous anti-tem-
Wallace campaign. Nearly all Mrs. Frankfeld was in the rear
the townspeople I talked to of the meeting^-room when the
thought that Wallace was aboard approved Lemmel’s action
Communist. Some of his support yesterday. After the vote, she
has come from the most militant rose and said:
labor leaders in Evansville, and “I am a member of the Comi
the largest corporation in Evans-tnunist Party. I admit it. I am
ville, have succeeded recently in proud of it. Nobody will ques-
smashing that leadership in UEjdon my loyalty. History will
Local 813. The storm which wasiudge who are the Americans,
to swirl around Parker had its you or I."
origins, I believe, In the anti-. Earlier Roszel C. Thomsen,
Wallace hysteria which was de-3°ard president, said:
veloped calculatedly in the city., “No doubt Mrs. Frankfeld is

The college was moved to1 skillful teacher. The more
Evansville from Aurora, Ind.,skillful she Is, the better she

Baltimore, Oct. S (API—The dismissal of a kindergarten
teacher because she is a Communist today had the unanimous
endorsement' of Baltimore’s School Board.

The teacher, Mrs. Regina
Frankfeld ,an admitted Commu­
nist, was fired at the opening of
the fall semester-by Dr. William
H. Lemmel, Superintendent of
Public Instruction. He said he
was acting under the new policy
adopted.by the board last June

. ne Post Home News was
supporting Trunjan.
' 'Well, now let me ask jou a
couple of questions," he said.
“Why is The Post suddenly rak­
ing this thing up It’s no longer
news, it’s dead.”

I explained that this was to be
a feature story, and that The
Post Home News. Was a liberal
paper with a strong policy of
supporting civil liberties.

He got out of his- seat and
closed the doors to his office. ‘T
don’t know,” he said. “Your story
doesn’t satisfy me. Pm going to
have-to call the chairman of the
board of trustees, and discuss it
with him.” He telephoned Rich­
ard McGinnis, the chairman, and
said, “Hello, Rick, this Ts Line.”
He' then described his situation.
When he had hung up, he asked
me again why The Post Home
News had suddenly sent me
down, and I . gave him the same
answer, and added that it judged
thestory might be of some inter­
est to its readers.

“Do you think New York is
representative of America?” he
asked me.

Then, having decided that he
would talk-to, me, he sat back
in his chair and, making an
effort to control himself, he bit
furiously, again upon his eye­
glasses. r

This may be a conceit on my
part, but my feeling at the time
was that Dr. Hale was experi-

: Something About Evansville
Actually, In history (and I

think the Parker case will be
mentioned eventually in history
textbooks!, this story has its be­
ginnings almost A year ago, or in
another sense 30 years ago.

I am hardly the person quali­
fied to write the 30-vear history.
I spent four days in Evansvile,
and spoke to about 20 people.
Four days and 20 people is a
great deal more material than I
can include In this article, but it
is not an exhaustive study. I can

ne s<uu, anu uie.wanteu only sketch the highlights of
see my credentials. “Is ThclParker's dismissal, and add a
t a Wallace paper?” he asked'few conclusions of my own.

■}, s >ollr P°lic.' ? ' J But, first, a little about Evans
dldnt know the polity. i-.-x..,

practised public speaker.
I went to see him without any advance announcement.
mistaking me for a student, he invited me into his

cc. I sat down and told him that I was a reporter from
the New York Post Home News, and that I wanted to ask
huh about the Parker case. ZZ- 77 ~ r—------ :-----fencing the shock of seeing the

certain nervous explosion,buriM walk again.
c place within him. His facej • ’ • •

__ qie very red, his voice shook ~ * * “ * ~
_ with anger, and a muscle in hfs
■ cheek began to quiver power­

fully. He removed his eye-glasses.
I inserted the tortoise-shell bows
; iff opposite comers of his mouth,

and bit on them furiously.
“Who are you? Why are you

here? I don’t see why I should
answer any of your questions,”
he told me in a trembling voice.

I answered that in fairness to
the college and himself he should
five his side of the story.

*Tm not going to be crucified i
! by you,” he said, and the,wanted <

The Gen
three official
conspiring bf
commerce in uus wuini-y <wu? ./vkq -ureign nations in tnara

s in violation of the Shfr-
-AG$Sc71W>, u„uez.

criminal indictment of five coiJnb”
subjects the corpsrate defendants
to fines aggregating $25,000 each,
and the individuals to similar
fines and possible imprisonment
of five years each.

The court fixed no date for
sentencing. -

The defendants found guilty
besides GE, were International
General Electric Co., Inc., of New
York; Carboloy So., Inc., of De­
troit; Walter G. Robbins, Carbo­
loy president; Zay Jefferies, chair­
man of the Carboloy board, Cleve­
land, and Walter. M. Steams
manager, of trade relations and
special contracts of GE, Schenec­
tady. ?

Friedrick Krupp Aktiengescll-
Shaft, former German munitions
trust, was a defendant in the m-
dictment but was not tried ins-
cause the court lacked jurisdic­
tion. The other defendants who
waived a tidal by juiy were tried
by Judge Knox between Jan. 22,
and_July 11, 1947.

. The mgtals involved in the con­
spiracy, the' indictment alleged, 1
were in great demand in the auto j
mobile, aircraft, tank, shipbuild­
ing and munitions industries. The
Indictment charged that GE was
the assignee of various patents of
alleged- German inventors and
entered into a number of agree­
ments with Krupp for use of
Krupp-held patents in this coun­
try.

one who supports Communism
can be a proper person to teach
in our schools.”

Mrs. Frankfeld was given a
hearing before'the school board
last month. Her husband, Philip,
is head of the Maryland-District
of Columbia Communist Party.
z—;-------------------------------------
Video Passes
1st Train Test

Television on railroad trains
moved nearer reality today aft­
er a successful demonstration
staged aboard a Washington-
Jersey City train of the Balti-
more and Ohio line by the Ben-
dlx Aviation Corp’s radio divi­
sion. .,

Passengers and special guests
viewing the second World Se-
Ties game yesterday missed
only part of the eighth Inning
when the Marylander passed
out of the range of video

EVANSVILLE (IND.) COLLEGE, proud of its engineering and
technological courses (die students above arc studying a Diesel
engine), boasts of its “broader concept of college training.” But
die same school fired George Parker for backing Wallace. And
an important Evansville business nmn, fearful of liberal nctivitles

4-1. i i ’ - -- ~ ;---- -- ........ ||le cnlnpus, allegedly voiced the threat that the’college’s new
A01CC a^tld jhe nipnnei in which he phrases his sentences indicate that he is Engineering and Science Building might bo turned “Into n factory

..nn an -. -a- next year” unless the college took nn even firmer-grip oh such
'activities.

XK



see how I would cjuoti

Instead, the college acted In
hysterical haste. After resisting

£
“This is Evansville, and New
York is a long way away.” He
shook his head. “You sure are
different from the reporters
around here."

Our interview ended on that
tone. In the outer office I noticed
a framed drawing of the pro­
posed Student Union building.
The drawing was given with the
compllments-of the Servel Cor­
poration. »

The Interview lasted over an
hour. Many things we discussed
I have not been able to include,
for lack of space. None of the
omissions is important, I believe,
and I have also had to omit a
great amount of material which
was given me by people who

-. -rtiw
"ho couldn't hurt a

glous Invocation at that meeting, 1
and then spoke for five minutes <
on the necessity of listening to 1
people with whom you disagree, i

Two days later, after a secret 1
meeting of the board of trustees I
of Evansville College, he was,
asked to resign. Hale's statement
to the papers said that it was for
"political activity both off and on i
the campus." And, conceivably to i
his future regret, Hale added that '
there had been many protests
from "business, social, and civic
leaders of the community."

Parker's dismissal created a
strong reaction among Evansville
students. A committee, hastily
formed, and composed of honor
students and the editors of the
Evansville Crescent (which had
been judged in a nation wide con­
test as one of the best campus
newspapers in the country), spent
the night preparing a mimeo­
graphed protest to distribute to
the student body the next morn­
ing. The protests- were handed
out before classes, and by 11
o’clock hundreds of students had
massed on the campus. Students
spoke for Parker, students spoke
for the college, and after many
bitter arguments a student fact­
finding committee was formed.
Three spokesmen for the college
and three spokesmen for Parker
composed it. This student com­
mittee turned in a report with 27
established facts, and on the basis
of It two petitions were circu­
lated. The Parker students were
defeated, 324 to 233. The men who
were against Parker considered
the college to be vindicated, and
the pro-Parkcr students in turn
pointed out that in the conserv­
ative atmosphere of the college
the vote could be considered a
moral victory. It is worth men­
tioning. I think, that with the
exception of one or two students
there were no Wallace men among
the pro-Pnrker students. They had
reacted on the basis, that an In­
justice had been done, and that
a teacher had the right to express
his political Idea.

It is impossible to do more than
summarize a few of the many

i protests the college received. A
Methodist - sponsored school, it
was rebuked by Bishop Titus
Lowe in Indianapolis and was
condemned by the Indiana Meth­
odist Conference. Ninety-one fae-

I ulty members in Indiana Univer­
sity attacked Evansville College
In n signed petition. And there
were letters and editorials in
newspapers.

Parker refused to resign, and
appealed his case to the Ameri­
can Association of University
Professors, the professors' guild.
The college relieved 1dm of his

■ classes, and paid his salary In
It refused, however, to give

steadily refused to tell anyone
the names of those “business,
social, and civic leaders” who
protested Parker's position on
the faculty. It is not possible to
avoid sotae of these more damn­
ing interpretations.

At the very least, there is a
gloomy inference to be made.
Academic freedom and civil lib­
erties have depended in the past
on the good intentions of the
powerful members of any com­
munity. In Evansville no such
good intentions could be found.
Some of the powerful people of
the community were so opposed
to Parker that they wanted to
dismiss him at any cost. Others
were simply indifferent to tha
meaning of free speech. In the
light of the recent strikes In the
city and th> hearings of a House
Un-American Activities sub-com­
mittee there, .a pattern appears
In which the'most ■ unruly and

quest.
He then asked again.

PLAN TO ALERT TEACHERS
AGAINST THREATS TO FREEDOM

Mobilization of school and college teachers of the nation
against current attacks on their academic.and personal freedom
will be planned here tomorrow and Sunday at the National
Conference on Academic Freedom under the auspices of the
National Council of the Arts, Sciences and Professions.

Several hundred, academic leaders are expected to attend
tomorrow’s opening session at the Hotel Pennsylvania and a
Sunday evening session at St. Nicholas Arena. ’ Dr. Clyde R.
Miller, director of the Council's bureau on academic freedom,
said it is hoped to establish’committees on academic freedom at
colleges where liberties are threatened.

Prof. Harlow Shapley Of Harvard University, chairman of
the parent organization, said in calling the meeting that "from
all over the country have come reports of an alarming- growth
of repression in schools and colleges.”

Speakers at tomorrow’s session will include Drs. Miller,
Kirtley F. Mather, John J. DeBoer, Ira De A. Reid and Glenn
Archer and Cyril Graze of the Teachers Union (CIO). The
Sunday session will hear Drs. Shapley and W. E. B. DuBois,
Rose Russell of the Teachers Union (CIO) and Norman
Mailer, author.

mentioned that a man named
Heber F.' Walker had run for of­
fice as a Democrat In the '30s
while he was a faculty member
of Evansville College, and Hale
said that “had been a different
situation.”

I then csked what I think is
the key Westion. ‘

Europe on a Friend’s Work proj­
ect in which they had enrolled be­
fore the Wallace meeting. The up­
roar and excitment slowly quieted.
By the time I visited Evansville
the case was comparatively for­
gotten.

In talking to me, Dr. Hale said
atcone point, "You’ve got to real­
ize that this college was built with
community money, and I “think
the community has some say in
how it’s run. -____

We have no segregation in the
college—and there is In the high
schools. We’ve quietly gone
about the job of creating a bet­
ter society. But without flag­
waving.’’

I asked him for names of the
business, civic’and social leaders
whose protests he had mentioned
in the first- statement to the
press.

“I don’t see what difference ,
that makes. There are overtones

I and undertones to everj'thing.
You can pick up your story with- ’

I out Knowing." My question had 1
i produced another small. nervous
• explosion. "Now, look," he told
’ me, "I like to think of the col-
• lege as a service-station of edit-
. cation. It’s one of my favorite
’ phrases. We’re related to the
■ broad educational needs of the
; community the way a gas sta-
’ tlon is to the needs of an auto.
> I also like to think of the col-
■ lege,” he added, "as a lighthouse
! of achievement, brotherhood and ,
[ beauty."

We talked for a while about
• Parker's political activities on
1 campus. Once In a class In logic, were sympathetic to Parker.
' entitled “How to get the facts,’’. ,
' a student had asked how one got Another Solution Possible
1 the facts on Henry Wallace.1 I_ want to finish this piece by
* Parker had made no answer at -giving a few of my own interpre-
; the time, but nt the next class/tatlons
! he brought In some Wallace lit- I think there Is no doubt that aft-,
j crature, and si.............
, class.
t ganda.

to support Parke:, there
statement made by O. II. Roberts,
Jr., president of the Junior Cham­
ber of Commerce, in which he
said. ‘The dismissal smacked of

y.VjcLC Wllipicivu, d. sjHVU,*
; J > OOO Engineering Science Build-

5|ing. The funds for all this have

principles in dischi 'ng Parker,
It has no particular .-'.ev.mce.

I asked what would have hap

i the war.
i Studying for Divinity

' 1 i George Parker was hired as an
nislstant professor in Bible and

’ / philosophy for the school year of
I i 1Q47-19-18. A young man, about 30,

I lie was studying at the lime for
h his doctorate in Divinity at Yale.
i; lie taught the first semester
,’I without incident, and was con-
, siilered almost unanimously an
I excellent and stimulating teach-

In January of 19-18, because
•J, o< personal convictions, he ac-
)-ejpted the chairmanship of the

Vimderburgh County Citizens for
I ’ Wallace. Shortly afterward, Dr.
J lliile received a notice of that in

’ < ."M1 newspaper from a faculty
) nSember. The clipping had a note

L..I tignclled to It. The note said,
4 “Huie, this Is dynamite for Evans-

vifle College.”
On March 1, It was announced

EL that Henry Wallace would appear
i 1 In Evansville on April G. Hale
! I talked to Parker and asked 1dm
£i |o resign his chairmanship, but

lite talk was made without threats
3 ■' i—and without agreement. Three

I. weeks later Hale renewed Park-
L.er's contract for the following

' J year. Ho told m - that he had s<;en
i no mention in the papers of Park-
j ' Jr’s activity, and ttiat he assumed
>! Parker was inactive. There ap-

, Beared, however, from time to
i time small notes in the local
', Evansville papers on the ap-

R Broaching Wallace meeting and
Parker’s name was Included.

; ■ When Wallace spoke, the first
i Broducts of the antl-Wallace cam-

ialgn were a large crowd of
i111c wiio niclcctod the aitui*

ganda. You may take some if
you so desire.” In another sec­
tion of the same class, he made
the same speech. I inai <nc cuucgc huu --- --------------- ------
if that "ere all of I aikei s pt represented bv Parker, and that'of education,’
htlcal activity on campus. p.. A z* aa »« • ■* . I»ri ow aF a _ - t Vs a 11* mcnl I r- -X
'All We Need to Know’ '___  _____ ______ ___ ________

“To us the fact that evidence]an instructor is entitled to his
exists is all we need to know “
Hale said. I ’
statement on

th CTXuon'^VlSirthe various threats and wartogs for
wUegThTs a tog r ’̂rd of work capihdated
with the community. It has roots;®”® tile ri01- at th®
in the community. How could one ' ’ ?I!r®®. . . i 1
man endanger it? Why didn’t, ,lroiuc that e-eryt.'here in ■ |
the college, if it felt it necessary, th® people were agreed that i
make a statement that the activi- he dismissal of Parker was “bad H
ties of Mr. Parker were in no tuning. It was bad timing. It ,
way related to the policy of was had that an uglier inter- j
Evansville Colle-eT’ pretation appears to me.“tovouldnk have worked. This; It is alleged that the head of S
is n new college and its roots are ®ore the city’s larger Indus- -
not as strong as other colleges.. tries, said before Parser was dis- •
It wouldn’t take too big a wir.d;™ssed. “If the college doesn t,
to blow Evansville College cut out this foo’ashness wed.
down” ’ b® “sth? 'he Engineering and

At the end of the interview. Science Building as a factory
Dr. Hale said that he wanted to next yean
see how I would cjuote him. I KHbum Durham, who is now
told him that I resented the re- working at Servel and was one,

of the students on the lact-flnd
“Well ' ing committee opposed to Far- THE appointment of Bronx

'then how amTg"oing m’know if ker. told me that a short time;County Judge Stackell as ctialr-
KFINS III novel campaign device-symbolizing a ww VQU crucK nie or not7-- j told before the Wallace meeting he man of the Yeshlva a

inut .'nlll mices-ls Ld ov Peterson, ALP candidate for hinl that he would have to de- had “pleaded with the American annua Cliarter Daj Dinner to be
Inst high milk >ri <s Is or peters™ jvnd M the ethics of journalism.-Legion not to boycott the col- held Nov. II al-the Essex Hous.

ho State Senate in he 8th S. mh P £on n)u(,h b,. .1 not much t0 Jdepend on lege." was announred by Dr. Samuel
rives wagon through his district, claims io , divs- he answered me. Actually, since Dr. Hale has Belkin, president.erest from the feminine vote, particularly. 1

tieen raised largely through the
efforts.-of Dr. Hale, who was
called an extremely capable ad­
ministrator by almost everyone
Io whom I spoke.

/ And in appearance the college

I demonstrates its growth. It has a
raw, unfinished look. Almost all
the buildings are of one-story
Wood construction, built in suc­
cessive wings like Army post
hospitals. It is obviously a college

Sjn the process of growing, and its
g,day enrollment has tripled since

. Continued from Page'5
J during the first World War. It
J came into existence through the

efforts of the Evansville Cham-
” ber of Comtnerce, which raised
a the money. Its operating funds

. Snow are.drawn from the large
2 corporations in town and, we
S may assume safely, the more
J nrosperous townspeople. The col-

lege has had its financial diffl-
S culties in the past, but since the
Hast war it has grown consider­
ably. In 1947 fide new buildings

i'-.,vfere completed,,Including a $700,-

Yhniml of er the Wallace meeting the college/dangcrous elements of the com-
-ri,l. J|« wnltire rn-nn > " as In trouble. But I do not think munity are being encouraged.

■ take some If 'hat the solution was to dismiss And there is nothing to preventVo., mnv take some If A( nQ (lmc an n[ |,s occur„nce ln 0Ihcl. colleges
tempt considered to put the case like Evansville. There may be a
before the community, to'state time soon when most colleges In
that the college was* not being America will be "service-stations
represented bv Parker, and that-of edneytl"".," and will change;
in an American tradition of acad-'. their gasoline and oil at the sug-
emie freedom and civil liberties’gestion of the company.

. we nevu w> on--, political beliefs. The members of r a postscript to this story,
He then read me a the board of trustees included'! went out in the Customs cutter

siaicmem on academic freedom the most influential members of ,, bunuay to meet Mr. anil
nut out bv the American Assn , the community. Of the board ot Mrs. I araer, who were coming
of University Professors in 1940. It men which voted for Parker’s Europe on the Marine
I cannot go in to a discussion dismissal, two were ministers and T1yer- Darker did not want to
of that because it is too long'the rest were presidents, \ic-e-.tab: about the case because it is
and too technical, but I think it: presidents and directors of almost/‘HI• k.ng investigated by the
cuffices to say that the college all the leading banks and corpo- AAUI—which may be guaran-
m l Parker have intenireted it rations in the city. They were ‘red to turn in a report in the
dtff-rentlv nnd since the college men who certainly did not have1,next five years. But Parker is, In

w s’not guKrtl bv AMT,'” far for their own position, any case, a tall quiet man withI-iThcu-is no reason to believe that a youthful friendly manner and
'<• vi lorov.s canipai ! by a gentle careful selection In his
. jneii to p’. jb vr acadeniic sp ech While we talked I
'liberty of



:_5r warfare that inspired the book reviewed here. An American
in the Philippines, is carried through the swirling waters to a ship.

could conquer

Tfaclis Russian T/eri

Speake
sd thre • .ui-MEN UNDER FIRE IN f\lf You Would]

THE PACIFIC

of time, to result from

in peace and socialism.

Front . :•

Id find it

We Know Them''a would keep

■

bf Its Jdndi will end all

second question is for Mr. Shosta- \ each other more clearly.
Irnx’inU Will V . t . ii .. _ \.___ xx_ _ I .. - .It Is purt of the publicity

eye.tem of our time that many

ju-f ml’ ■.< i b. Ini; great In due,
firstly, to Its overloading tluougli
zep tltloii in fliu text, and,
secondly, to n t.eilea of fluuli-

assault of an American division.<•
on • a Japanese-occupied island,

- Anapopei. In ths opening
scenes we watch men and officers
during the final preparatory
hours before the landing, and
In the fateful calm which pre­
cedes the dawn of the bombard­
ment. Already, by this time, the
author has skilfully explained
and sorted out for us the char­
acters who are to have the"
leading parts In the nightmare
campaign which Is to follow. ’

of the very nature [
are an artistic 1

lion,1- --------------------------- _
man "by man?'

Writing and Publishing
In a rare atmosphere of give

and take, the Russian writer A. A,
Fadeyev, and the Russian com­
poser, Dmitri Shostakovich, an­
swered sharp and vigorous ques­
tions put to them by members of
a group of 800 persons attending
the Writing and Publishing panel.
The poet, Louis Untermeyer, was
chairman.

Dwight MacDonald, editor of
the magazine Politics, asked Mr;
Fadayev (1) What has happened
to Russian authors Pasternak, Ba­
bel, Zostchenko, Katayev and Pily-
nak? Are they alive or dead? Are

thw ptblh h».tt been to »«rr-
felly j.rb ;»d- -to write the .ter

' Following arc summaries of the.
panel (lifscuBfilonff held yesterday ad
part of the Cultural and Scientific
Conference for World Peace at the
Waldorf-Astoria Hotel:

Education
The .United Slates is on the road

to war and its freedoms are threat­
ened from within by fascist ene-
mTr-4, Dr. John J. DeBoer, Profes-
,-ir of Education at the University
of Illinois, warned 400 persons at-
f • •. 'ung the education panel.
, As,the shouts of parading pick­
ets outside the building penetrated
the hotel’s Asstor Gallery on the
third floor, where the panel meet­
ing-was held, Dr. DeBoer told the
tense audience that “we must

•The

So admirably drawn, Indeed,
ora tlii) yoiiHHuriltleti of these
various, men that the reader
In abje. oven at this early
stuge, to forecast <iul»
tlv« reactions In the forth-
coining pro^ramnie.
One of the best portraits In

the bonk Is that of Joey Gold-
ateln, u Jaw who reniahu ft
gentle Influence hi un utnio-

backs which,
of artifice,' — — —------
blemish on the work as a whole „„„

The story deals with; the i j that^one of the speakers scheduled
ssault of an American division '■ make a “set” address had not

rather tlresnmely quoted.
we have been reminded,
that Tolstoy’s epic “War
Peace ” came Into being
when 70 years had elapsed dnee
the Napoleonic invarion which
forms 1U background.

Meanwhile, against a
rhuwdr of deputation

SUNDAY TIMES. .'OH KN USRURG, TRANSVAAL, SEPTEMBKJi 1".
I ■■■■—> HI ........

such chronicles have already,
In-the blurbs of their publishers,
been hailed as supreme In this
genre. And ii few, admittedly,
have been In one way or another
good. But none, so far, has been
so good In all ways as tp de­
serve the epithet "great,” or to
be comparable with the master­
pieces of the past on a similar
theme.

Here at last, however, Is The
Naked and the Dead (New
York: Rinehart & Company),
by Norman Mailer, a war book
of real distinction. Its author

: ouin; Aiuerli ar) of 2G who

writing, formalist music. “The
criticism brings me much good,"
he said. “It helps me bring my
music forward." M

Dubois and Boyer Speal

And
too,
and
only

Book Mark
pEXKS PASHA be­

lieved, or claimed to
believe, that it was o/ten
good policy to appear to be
angry. Those who had
served long on his staff
claimed that they could
tell his mood by the morn­
ing tilt of his lambskin
cap. If it was on the back
of his head, the day would
be fair. I) it were tipped.
forward on His nose, the
worst was to be antici­
pated. But whatever his
initial mood, a storm would
invariably be produced
should anyone, enter the
office smelling of onions-r- .
not to mention garlic. The ■
staff of Arab Legion Head­
quarters was denied the
use of this flavouring, so
extensively employed in
Arab cooking. For, so sen­
sitive were his nostrils to
the aroma of garlic, that
Peake could immediately
locate anybody who had
indulged in that vegetable
during the previous three
days.—Brigadier Glubb in
"The Story of the Arab
Legion."

I
“Even the North Atlantic Pact,

an outright military alliance, is to (
be sold to the. American people as )
a peace measure, notwithstanding ,
the fact that no similar military :
alliance in history has ever even­
tuated in anything but war. It is
being represented as a method of
stopping the spread of Commu­
nism. Yet after World War I there
were 150,000,000 Communists in
the world, while World War II
brought the figure to 400,000,000

’ or 500,000,000. How many of the
survivors of World War III will be
communists ?

Contending that “conciliation’’
bvin only method’ that could

SINCE the end of the war there has been much
talk by critics about the novels which resulted

from the Great War and the novels which are
likely, in the fullness
World War II.-
Tn th* former connection Bar-

busse’f “Lt Feu” and Remarque’s
“ All Quiet on the Western

one written In the
conflict and the

other in the tranquillity of re-

shown up. He was Dr. Hayward
I^cuiston, dean of the School of

rl liberal Arts at the University of
Michigan. Dr. Fairchild said he
did not know why Dr. Keniston
was not present.

Dr.’-Herbert J. Davis, president
c/ Srdith College, was originally
'■cheduled to preside over the meet-

i ihg,’but when it was reported that
Tic- was in Mexico and would be

‘.hero for the meeting, the chalr-
mapsMip was given to Dr. Fair-

I child.
i In the principal address, Dr.
DteBopr said that the people of the

' United States, and the people of
1 j the world, “want peace above all
agj else." He declared that so great

■ I was this desire here for peace
| N that “every new step toward war
B must be cloaked in the press and
i J on the radio in the guise of a

■ peace move." He continued:

Float tn air,
Thouswsds
GJ tn lies away.

- JEAKNMTE.
Johannesburg.

Mr. Matthiessen, W. E. Dahc&a*.
and Richard Boyer, ~
the panel, who received thre i
utes each, were Howard Fa it. Ira
Wolfert, Agnes Smedley, Shmey
Graham and Norman F.1 Izr,
among others.

Mr. Boyer dealt with the
of individual conscience al’. re­
sponsibility.

“It may seem strange,” hf. \
“that an emphasis on Emerxwdtn
individuality comes from an ■’ I
ican Communist. The fact i OiM*
Communist loyalty and disc ■Jim?.
is based on individual con«s&iv%
and understanding.”

Quoting Thoreau, Mr, BoyS Mid,
“We should be men first and sub­
jects afterward." The present gov-

-..i'.-.), —--- . ziiv
I figkl our enemies” because “all our|they~ in ^concentration camps or

I ■ ' values are at stake today." He de-
i : dared that “on the outcome of this

; ■ struggle hangs not only the integ-
i i ‘ zgity of our (teaching) profession,
' hut-pur survival as a free people.”

•j 1-resent on the dais as Dr. De-
1 spoke were three professors
i,dismissed riicently from the Uni-
, versity of Washington after an in­

vestigation of alleged Communist
party membership. They were

/Herbert J. Phillips, Joseph Butter-
’ worth and Ralph Gundlach.

In reviewing the events leading
up to their ousting, Professor Phil­
lips declared that he and Professor

r B’.iTtrTworth had admitted mem-
in the Communist party.

He .uid that Professor Gundlach
: -d been discharged for “neglect
: of duty.”
T ..‘ Academic freedom,” he added,

.- . “will never be given a sound de-
. Ipiisc by the American people until

I I Yhe misrepresentations about the
| Communist party are confuted.”—

J The panel was presided over by
i' 1 Dr. Henry Pratt Fairchild, profes-

: c;UT-emeritus of sociology at New
York . University, who announced

niuuuau; ucnoc uiai .
could go about “organizing liberty 1
in the Soviet Union?” Could I
Thoreau practice Civil Disobe-
dience in the Soviet Union? i

Mr. Matthiessen retaliated by ••
declaring he thought Mr. Fadayev
had met the questions "head-on.”
As to the second and third ques-

thought that Emerson and Thoreau I
could not exist in the Soviet Union
today. But neither, he added, could
Lenin exist in the United States
today.

Robert Lowell, Pulitzer Prize
poet in 194S, took the floor after
a speech made by the Soviet writer,
P. A.^Pavlenko.

"I am a poet and a Roman
• Catholic,” Mr. Lowell declared.
' ^Wo ,(lues^ons‘ ^e first is I the United States and the Soviet

addressed to Mr. Pavlenko. What I Union are moving toward state!
are the laws for conscientious ob-l capitalism. There is no future in\i
jectors in the Soviet Union? Theithat. The wto systems approach'.
. , - —Irani UklkXXL lUULC XJkCtXLiy. All a
kox’ich. Will he tell us how the I writer can do is tell the truth as
criticism of the Soviet Government I he sees it, and to keep on writing
can help an artist?” ht ^ad, perhaps, to inject thi

■ i- i L’ x^uvlcn^° replied that he pessimism here, but it is the onl
■ didn t know what the Soviet laws I way I can talk honestlv.”
1 on conscientious objection were. ~ — -- '------ -—»
■ ”1 have had no personal acquaint- Religion and Ethics
' unco with them, he said. “When I

niv country culled, 1 fought. I hope Two hundred persons attended □
to’be able’to fight when I am 100 panel session on Religion and Eth-

1 years old" ’ ics Pre3idcd over by the Rev, Dr.
" M? sh’ostakovitch, pale, deter- John Howland Lathrop, pastor of

‘ S’. -"’-r *-s-—ot tH."* SllVTOr

free? (2) Is it true that Mr.
Fadayev had agreed to rewrite his
novel, ‘.‘Young Guard,” after it had
been eminently successful because
Pravda had denounced, it for hav­
ing an incorrect political line ?

Mr. Fadayev replied through a
translator that he had the advan- :
tage over Mr. MacDonald since he
knew contemporary American lit­
erature and that Mr. MacDonald
could not know current Soviet lit­
erature since it had not been trans­
lated. (Mr. MacDonald inter­
rupted, saying that some of-it had
been translated and that he had
read the works of the authors he
had named.) Mr, Fadayev said
Mr. Pasternak was at work on
translations of Shakespeare.

He conceded that he had planned
revision of several chapters of his
novel, but that lack of time had
prevented him from doing it He
was happy to announce, he said,
that the novel was being repub­
lished as it stood.

Author Questions Matthiessen
Mary McCarthy, author of "The

Lian in the Brooks Brothers
Shirt,” put three questions to F. O.
Matthiessen, one of the main
speakers on ’ the panel. Did he
think Mr. Fadayev had answered M____________  ___
Mr. MacDonald’s questions? Did ernment here, he belived, was in­
Mr. Matthiessen (who had spoken tent on jailing men for their belief
on Emerson, Thoreau, Melville and in peace and socialism.
Whitman) believe that Emerson ' On’several occasions wheJ'Mf.

Untermeyer turned to the ‘ ’
to introduce a new speaker
audience shouted “Mailer!" had
referred to the author of'
•Naked and the Dead.”

What Mr. Mailer said cam. as a
surprise. He was eloquent arc Ira-

-vx-vaxv* «**iu umu hues- passioned, but displayed no parti­
tions, Mr. Matthiessen said he I.sanshin.. m

“I have come here as a Trojan®
horse,” he said. “I had deliberated ®
about coming here and
I don’t believe in peace confer-®
ences. They don't do any good.’poll
long as there is capitalism, there il
is going to be war. Until you havell
a decent, equitable socialism, you!
can’t have peace. fl

"I am going to make myselfl
more unpopular. I am afraid, both’

r.l!W' YORK TT.iTS, SUNDAY,” MARCH Z/,

Panel Discussions of the Cultural
'Conference Delegates

By The United Prcxs.
MOSCOW, March 26 —Fatn-

arch Alexius, head of thejRo>-
slan Orthodox Church, appjH * '
today for world peace buj.
dorsed “defense of the fa, ' -
land ’ ’ ’ as a sacred duty.’*

Alexius, in a statement/;
lished by the Government rr
paper Izvestia and broadcast by
the Moscow radio, warned that
“war is being preached and pre­
pared in some countries.”

The Patriarch gave his blessing
to the coming "international
peace congress” in Paris. The
extreme Left Wing meeting had
previously been endorsed by Rus­
sia’s mc.t prominent scientists, j
artists and writers.

“Our people recall the war
with disgust and the very word
war and the things it implies are I
hateful for them,”- Alexius said. I

Hennessey. Sergeant Brown,
Arthur Stanley, Martinez, Croft,
□oldsteln, Gallagher, Wilson -

.. ii.iM' In tliH Pacific, and wo know ami uro aware of th|ln.

f (i .a Hnn have . »rared
i’- a.',’ iv< ’h tf iirv have hud
i lx L'hi < «1 pt-i'ln Into a pat
■in bl words, in'ii the, book

11 "Hl 1 || HI h Mlt i 'll' ilUd
era of tiiu Comuiand,



„„.|r r CT, yet,.
tlvr Fractions In the forth- !
coming programme.
One of the beat portraits tn 1

th# book Is that of Joey Gold- j
►tain, a Jew who remains s ]
yrntlo Influence In bii atmo-
s|>here of bluphemy, and who
Is constantly saddened by ovl-
denrra of anll-flrmllfam among
IiIh oomradM. 1

Another well llmnrd por­
trait In that of Gallagher,
whoso wife Is ripulliig a baby
when the book opens, and who
Ims later tn learn rif lirr death
In childbirth.
All the rlmrncl'm, howaver,

nr# beautifully realised through
Ilin dialogue and through <!<■-
eerlptlona of tbrlr behaviour
during combat and In tho dis­
tressful circumstances of camp
life, There arc types of nil kindr.
In tide story of linked horror nod
dendllno tragedy men who have
n fnlth which enables thorn to
resist the brutnlldng Influences
of their surroundings and occu­
pation, and others who, being
devoid of principle, surrender
coolly to the brutality of wor.

-M.M.JT.

It Is because lbs author so
•UMtMfuUy presents hfs char­
acters In the actual narrative
lliaf the Doi Pa-.sos-llka flash­
backs, each Isolated under the
heading " Time Machine,”
strike the reader as unneces­
sary In the plan of the book.
Take It for all In all, however,

this Is a significant and Impres­
sive novel—a cross-section of
war at Its most futile and its
most horrid, in which the vic­
tims (including the Japanese)
are seen groping not only In
the undergrowth of the jungle,
but in the monstrous under­
growth of man’s stupidity and
of his Inhumanity to his own
kind.
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5 vielded two new novelists1.|
Capote and Norman Mai!-,1

ns Capote is stfTt-rtffi0Ft5,'-ak;
i the short storv: in “Other!
Other Rooms.” his storv linry
fying, his motivation fuzzy,:
bov’s confused dream. JBut
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stably written the
novel of the war in
and the Dead”; his j
like John Hersey, aij
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he interpretation of A
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Inta of the male sex during the
lufit quarter century, a nharply
pointed rcportorlal approach, but
like them again, it leaves out
more than it includes, dcapite its

In
they

ere cf
excite:

Into
port

and space i>
bestowed u;
least of the

realization that the individual
has a part in his own destiny.

That realization is paramount
in the novels of Graham Greene
and Albert Camus. In “The Heart
of the Matter” the responsibility
is restricted to. individual rela-

task to capture
:t of this

which his experience rtas more
sharply limited.

As the writer of the Life edi-
‘ to rial observed: “Our novelists n<

longer, choose to write aboul
Americans who enjoy their fam-

,  ilies or who take a pleasure in
length. Important as its repor- \ creating a business or who de-;
torial omissions are, the vital light in painting a picture or
lack is one which the British and molding a statue or indulging a

j hobby. They no longer choose *
I write about people who try to

achieve purposes either as indi-1 .
viduals or’in society. Almost uni- *
•versally our novelists divide into
two categories: those who have
deserted the present for a cloak-

■ sword-and full-bosom re-creation
tlonships—to' the-implication- of ’otthe distant past, and those who
actions as they involve one hu- ' J"J! •" '•“-
man being with another without"
direct bearing on the effect of
those actions upon society as a
whole. In “The Plague” the bur­
den of individual responsibility is
widened to include the whole of
mankind. But the accent in each
case is upon responsibility df the
individual. It is because of this
insistence that both Mr. Greene
and M. Camus have something
constructive to say to us now,
whereas Mr. Mailer is merely
throwing up his hands.
Recognition of the cancer
that eats at the heart of contem­
porary American fiction becomes
more frequent day by day. A re­
cent editorial in Life emphasized,
the need of novelists to re-create
American values. It made the
same point with regard to Mr.
Mailer’s “The Naked and the
Dead” as I have tried to make
here: This young novelist's reac­
tion to war as he saw it in the
Pacific was quite understandable,
and that, it should be added, was
something he had experienced at
first hand and which he knew in

••■.‘the round. But the America out
».v--  of Which his soldiers came was 

of -.nost serious Americaj) novel-' something else again—an area in^ . turp to them at another time
* .ilK&MF—-------X' ■-' ''

, krvlt.-an umllnchm;
" » - » > Vai fighting man.

'wVtf envuw Ai&Jo
I . me

>1
‘ In the limits of a pl.fr. t„ .

iy James A. Hudson
Yorh 31. <UP) —

’ 1 •)'! t' Ifll'.'Cl . II, I
■ •/ J ■ ' ■

Alie Ui.it <y> mm• ;.<,iiulm-
x .dODpi'-pt Of -'il.< riorirt.
;•< f.vj'.m U • i.ttn.li
trwl Amt 'Si lend.

U'-OW.d. i.vcr a Uc-Uetoc.
[■ igiiei'H whose

or seven months
THE NAKED AND THE DEAD hsg

‘ led the best-seller list. For sever!
months literary discussion has f'S -

goived around this amazing novel

------ Since its publication it has become
basis of comparison not only

'' or war novels but for modem!

tovels in general

SPEAKING OF BOOKS '
J ^few Clubs Offer

» Bargain Bests
'-i- : 70 new low-cost book clubs

• have recently joined the field
'■ • '} Book Find Club and now

I three are experiencing
• nething of a bargain-bas.-

UMt rush for their wares.
liiiok Find, 401 Broadway,

,5L Y. 13, N. Y., is the outfit
which discovered, the season's
biggest best seller, Norman
Mailer’s The Naked and the
Dead. Book Find subscribers
pay $1.79 each including post­
age for a minimum of four
books a year. In addition you
get a free book from among the
Club’s past, selections when you
sigd up. (Don’t ask for The
?Taked and the Dead, however
because, the Club's supply o:
this has long since run dut.;
The up-coming Book Find; se-
1 -ction is Warlords of Washing-
1-Hi, an expose of the big-busi­
ness brass In government; by
Bfuce Catton, ’onetime aide ir
he information division of the

' far Production Board.

,3g Can Norman Mailer's War Nov^l
. £ ' Be Managed by the Theatre?
3 < ---------- — Ey Richard Watts Jr.

g One of the most interesting news items of the new
t atrical season is the word that Lillian Hellman is
J, Ing Norman Mailer's stunning
jdthe Dead.’’ It will bo a tre
3 quality, the spirit and the tita
Sunsparing account cf men ir.
3 combat within the limiting ccn-
J fines of the stage, but it is a chal-

■Hlenging assignment and it wiT
gbe fascinating to find how dose
*1 Miss Heiman can come to
wj succeeding in it. Since “The
g Naked and the Dead" Is the finest.

work of fiction to come cut cf
7]the late war. a dratratimticr ■>

F; is true that he uses words that
E cannot be employed on the most

untramme'ed stage cf the most
liberal theatre conceivable in the
contemporary United States, al-

. though they never give the im-
f pression of being written for

shock I-"-:;/. . ..
similitude. • In the theatre they
can be softened without serious
loss to credibility.
inner Toughness

For the important loughr.t^t
’ of Mr. Mailer’s novel does noli
• arise from anything as supefS-i

1 1 clal as the dirty words its foi-f
1 diers use or their somewhat .x>). 'I

t ru.nuntic conpepu of srr.
m cffes irom

Martha's Vinhvaiui, Mann.

AB f write, three serious novels
are In the forefront of critl-

«U attention. Two of them, Nor­
man Moller's "The Naked and
the Dead," and Graham Greene's"
Thee Heart of the Matter," ap-

l >i on the best-seller lists; by
the t|mo these words are in print,
the)F will probably have been —--------- -------------------------------
j. i .id by Albert Camus’ “The" the French novels supply — the
Vlague.” Partly because one of

I them Is American, another Brit­
ish, and the third French, and
also because, in various ways,
they face the world in which^.we
live today, they may, collectively,
as well as individually, have
something to say to us..

The American novel exhibits in
marked degree the qualities

.which have dominated serious
American fiction since the end

lof the first World War. It is writ­
ten, first of all, out of a negative
attitude; it chooses, with a patent
stacking of the cards, to play up
the worst in human nature, to ex-

t plain the individual completely
by his background, and to ignore
his moral responsibility. Opt of
the sharply contrasting facets of
American life, it picks those
which reflect the most discredit.
Like the “U. S. A.” of Dos
Passos, the writer to whom Mr.
Mailer owes most, "“The Naked
and the Dead” purports to em­
brace the length and breadth of
the American social scale, geo­
graphically as well as economi­
cally. Actually it shuts out whole
areas of American life -all those
in which a people may take pride..
I should in fairness interject here
that Mr. Dos Passos, were he
writing “U. S. A.” today, .could
not write as he did, but Mr. Mail­
er is still in his twenties.
*|* HERE- is power in “The Na­

ked and the Dead”—unquestion­
able power. It has, like the work*
of Dos Passos,.and like the work}”

By Harry Hansen
New York

AI:s six discouraging mogths
of bookselling, the American book,
publishers are now looking to the
Fail sason to bring the crowds
lack mto . the bookstores. There
are- seme good titles in the offing
uxd ma suggests public curiosity
i- d response. Led by the memoirs
at LTrtght D. Eisenhower, the

' fall hopefully into line.
to find happy’ hdnfcs

m-thJjtasyl customers... ■ - 'i' I

have dedicated themselves to ca-
-• reers of literary slumming."

I HE indictment gathers fur/
then strength in an article by.W.
H. Auden in the July Harper's.
in which he attacks the same de- .
ficiency of which I have been
speaking. Mr. Auden is concerned
with the denial of free will and
moral responsibility. As he re­
marks, “It is not conspicuous in
the great classical American •
writers, but has become so in'the
work of the past thirty years. It I
is only lately that in novel after: 1 -
novel one encounters heroes with - - gK
out 'honor or history; heroes who — 1
succumb so monotonously to
temptation that they cannot truly
be said to be tempted at all;
heroes yho, if they are successful. ’
in a worldly sense, remain rei'- >
ertheless but the passive recip­
ients of good fortune; heroes
whose sole moral virtue is a stoic
endurance of pain and disaster."

And two weeks ago, in this
view, Mr. Francis Hackett <
attention to the impact which llie'
attitudes of modem psychology
have had upon the art of fiction.
They have carried destruction as ’ I . . -
well as illumination; I hope to re- reaSOn for ,ts &■'

to seek. Norman Mailer’s silty
j teaches into the knowledge ud
' experiencevof every reader. It sa;5

to each. "Here is one face
America. What are you going
dp about it?"

To fail to read this penetrating

hovel is to leave one’s experience
-^finished, incomplete, for it fc

I fiiiTimemal to -. » indiny

! hr wvv’ ] m a h M new live.

The .JUailcr-best-^ellei', "The Naked and the Dead,” • ■
which has the former.war correspondents green with envy. The . .
trained seals saw it all but left it to a GI to write the master- !
piece...The offhours literary activity of the American cones- ■ I
pendents in Italy (everybody is writing a novel) since Lionel |
Shapiro (ex-GBS man in Rome) struck Hollywood gdldjfwith t,wo
hooks in a row.' ■” ’ “ ■-wA_.'?7i;hey
i In jst many of Wnllr.i. ’ 'tier r.pi eehes are gltbsled Mpiler/
I ■"bur of “T1 ■ Nnii u lii.- JU-s. Hugh (Wop-Atco!)
Iri 1. rt rill lithe tip- iti-noafii nt her Jionm btll’g- j

I ,. ...................... Some of the ads on "The!Ii,i.... 'I1'’’,“• J,l,ve a friingi; design In the corner: Ciiilesifi •
—- They were doodles-by oh'e of the'<le-,

n ileslim ■ .ui ’"11'' 11"‘y were ln,ent*ed to be part ,of I j
in .igii, mid appiovi'ii,!'- c. . , I

pl.fr


"THE NAKED AND THE DEAD”
>•* ’ —y* 1 1 i — - . i. ' ’

by Norman Mailer I
/ I...... •

Conccrnifig*the" Sermon of '
This Friday Evening 1 .

The best selling novel, "The Naked and
.the Dead”, will be discussed by Dr. Ross j
this Friday evening. Particular interest at- T
taches to the book inasmuch as its author, J
Norman Mailer, is the son of Mr. and Mrs.'
Barnett I. Mailer, members of Shaari Zcdek.
Previous mention has been made of the sue- 1
cess scored by this son of our Congregation. I
Members and friends of the Congregation :
will want to be present on Friday evening !
to hear of the meaning of this successful 1

Congratulations to ^Norman Mailer, I
j Author of Nation’s Best-Seller
The Congregation notes with great pride 11

arid satisfaction the fine success that has’
come to Norman Mailer, son of Mr. and';

.. Mrs. I. Barnett Mailer, Shaari Zedek mem-/-
•~feers. The success of Norman Mailer's Book,'.f
a "The Naked and the Dead” has been ph?n< ;
; onienal. It occupies first place among the
• best-selling lists of books of fiction on the
• national scene. Critics throughout the coun-
| try have hailed Norman as a writer of
; brilliant attainments and with glowing ‘
. promise of still greater future achievement.
; From many quarters of the land the "Naked

• and the Dead” has been named the out­
standing novel to come out of the recent

( World War.
; Congregation rejoices in the recog-
• n-.tion that has come to one of its sons and
■ e*Prfsses to Norman and his wife, and to

all the members of the Mailer family hearty
^-fdiatauons, .together,,with..its...own.jeos:

gratification in this remarkable success.

Lillian Helinian’g Finns
Tfio chances of’* “Montserrat’’------

being, done this season appear
rather bleak at the moment. Lil­
lian Hellman, who has adapted the
French play by Emanuel -Robles
for the producing team of Kermit

'Bloomgarden and Gilbert Miller,
asserted yesterday that she was
.“almost certain” that the produc­
tion would be delayed until the
fall. She declared that it was “very..

■ laU in the season” to get gfefcg
■with it • ; . I
I J. If the project Is delayed, itfwiHi !
be because of casting problems cud . ;
for no other reason, she said] She. /
confirmed a printed report! that I (
Claude Rains may portray on? of J j
the two leading male roles. What- J

‘ever action is taken on the venture.' •
will bo determined within twenty-*'* J
four hours.

Should “Montserrat” be post­
poned, Miss Hellman will be able
to give a bit more attention to her
dramatization of Norman Mailler’s
."The Naked and the Dead.” This,
she reports, is about half finished. •'
The playwright returned on Sun­
day freiu Hollywood,--'Where, .she
and • Air. Bloonigavd.-n chopped"
iarouhd for. the lends. j

own ..scy3sej„
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.alented writers in the U.S.A, but few
le or offer more than pleasant
must be reckoned among the few.

ovel take place on "Anopopei
some 6,000 American and 6,000

m the outset therefore no big
incidents recounted are
s; they are not the actual

The men of a certain platoon and
.e focal point. Their coming, the

them, their war experiences, their minds,
the minutest detail. They are put under

cope and as they are almost all simple
with their feet on the ground, the theme

bed and limits itself mainly to the simple
not surprising in the circumstances - and
evolves slowly. Large portions of the

novel consist of psycho-analysis or pure statement, which
occasionally descends to the level of reporting, but, let it
be said, crystal-clear reporting based on sharp observation;

[. to a large extent it is a "photographic banale de la vie" and
i' a truly banal photography at that. Here is no ethos, no

ecstatic confession, nothing tragic; even death, despite its
1 “ terror, apnears as no more than an end.
K ,

.at of the average American,
terican authors - to mention

.ville - he has done every
has thus had opportunities
ities of life. He is 25,
for it emphasises his courage
rst big book the epic of the 

portraying him within the
he American spirit", with ^.ts
its sometimes bleak, sometimes

deeps and shallows. The con­
it is technically sound,

uthor’s own stage of develop-
e bounds of such a comprehensive

20 February 1?4?.

But the tiresome method of presentation which so often
gives an impression either of monotony or of taking in too
much, proves to be an instrument handled with skill and at
times with impressive artistry. Like one of figures Mailer
has created, he is himself a student of human nature. It
gradually becomes clear that the work is based on one passion;
concealed behind unmistakeable materialism is man, his soul,
his whence and whither, the metaphysics of life so to speak,
and the soldiers who are introduced into this peculiar situation,
among fantastic surroundings, moving in a remote island as on
a foreign planet in a lonely void, lend themselves to the pro­
jection of a confession of will, a confession moreover which
proclaims a cold, critical realism.

YORK TIMESTHE NEW

IN AND OUT OF BOO

for theirin Mr. Mailer an <
suppressed ankleti

BOOK - REVIEW. _ MAY 22, H«.

One of the figures in the novel is engaged on a "Study
of the Cosmic Urge in Herman Melville". A "cosmic urge" is
revealed in Mailer's book too; for that reason it rises above

■the ranks of the commonplace and given a little goodwill, his
not inconsiderable weaknesses may therefore be overlooked.

BRITAIN'S latest literary sen­
sation is Norman Mailer’s

le Naked and the Dead," pub­
lished there earlier this montt, to
the tune of an indignant editorial .
scream for Its suppression. - 1

“Obscenity [and] beastliness."
cried the London Sunday Times
(which led the attack on General
Eisenhower’s “Crusade in Eu­
rope” last fall, and is not to M
confused with The Times of Lon­
don or The Times Literary Sup­
loment); "It is quite unfit for
general circulation."

At this writing, all other re­
ports from the home of “Fanny
Hill" indicate a comparative
critical calm, and tha suppression
c • i» e mfiued
to The .'liiu.llimes The 1 on-
don Nev. a ciiimiu’le. fol c;.un­

Sy "RALPH THOMPSON
pie, found the book "not at all
Obscene in mtenttoa.' though iw
emphasis—on—sex—^boring.
The Daily Express: “Not shock-

I ing » ♦ • just boring.” The Ob- |
' server: "Certainly not an attempt 4
at pornography.”

“What Interests me," said t).e 1
editor of The New Statesman and ;
Nation, “Is that the book should I
have become a best-seller in the ,
U. S. A. * • * Americans ap- I
parently accept Mr. Mailer with <
quiet masochism. Reading every |
day about the unassailable |
strength of the American way of ,
life and the necessity of prepare ,
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jews Iii American War Noyels
THE NAKED AND THE DEAD. By

Norman Mailer. Rinehart and Co.
721 pp. $4.00

THE YOUNG LIONS. By Irwin Shaw.
Random House. 6S9 pp. $3.95

Reviewed by Hakold U. Ribalow

tty the safety of American lines. The
narrative moves alone at a breath­
less pace, even though the offerings
and tortures of the agonized foot
soldiers are described in detail. A
Eross-section of America is in this

happy, maladjusted men who would,
seemingly, be as miserable in peace­
time as they are in war. Yet in
choosing his characters Mailer has
included all Americans.

In The Naked and the Dead one
finds Crofts, a super-efficient ser­
geant, a mountaineer, a fighting
machine who, like so many other
soldiers in this book, hates Jews;
Gallagher, a Boston Irishman,
bigoted, hate-filled, Jcw-bai ting, very
similar in makeup to Tommv Galla­
gher in James f. Farrell's Tommy
GcIiagAcr’r Crusade; Ridges, a
fanatically religious soldier; Wilson,
a sex-ridden Southerner; a Mexican
called Japbait; a Pole; an Italian
and two Jews, named Roth and
Goldstein.

Goldstein, to whom Mailer de­
votes a 12-page "Time Machine”
section, emerges as a gentle man. an
aware lew who. in the most terrible
experience in the lives of these in­
fantrymen—the long march back to
American lines with a grievously
wounded Wilson— lives up to the
most courageous traditions of sol-

Jew-baiting and anti-Semitism,
“Why does God permit it?” He re­
members his wise grandfather from
whom he had absorbed the lesson
that as Jews, “we are bom to stif­
fer.” .And Goldstein suiters. He takes
the taunts and jibes of his GI bud­
dies. He refuses to drink liouor with
his platoon mates, and hears Wilson
(probably one of the finest drawn
characters in soldier literature) tell
the others, “It was just a mistake to
trv to be nice to him.” Later, when
Goldstein and Ridges carry the
□ring Wilson through the jungle
brush—in as terrible a scene of war
ever written—Goldstein hears Wil­
son ask him for a drink of water.
In refusing to give water to Wilson
because it would lull him Goldstein
hears Wilson mutter "Y” goddam
Jewboy,” even as Goldstein is strain­
ing to bring Wilson to safety. The
end'portrait of Goldstein is a fine
one; one senses that Mailer, in writ­
ing this Jew into his book, pours
tome of his own experiences into the
portraiture.

Roth is the kind of Jew who
wants to be disassociated from his 

(notably
7.1* magazine) cornp'a-ted that the
Am ricans revealed here are all un­

fellow Jews, but finds himself
labelled “Jew” by all the other sol­
diers in spite of his own actions and

attitudes, Roth calls himself an
“agnostic," but to that Goldstein 1
responds, "When the time 'comes
they won't ask you what kind of Jew
you arc.” And when Roth is tor­
tured by the attitude of his fellow
soldiers to him and finds he can talk
only with Goldstein, Roth concludes
that “a Jew always has to go to a
fellow Jew to find understanding." I
Mailer adds; “The thought de­
pressed him.” Uncertain of himself, .
unhappy in his failure to adjust to
the Jcw-hating world, Roth cracks
up under the strain. In his greatest)
crisis, when he feels he can no!
longer continue on the climb up the!
mountain (the high spot of this nar-l
rative) he drives himself under the!
taunts of Gallagher who mocks him,
with “Get up, you Jew bastard.”.
Hating liimself for responding toSI
that kind of talk, Roth stumbles for­
ward. But when the men have to
jump over a chasm, Roth cannot
make himself leap. Finally, goaded
on by his “buddies,” he jumps—to
his death.

Mailer’s outlook on war, and pos-.
sibly life, is a bitter one. All of his-
soldiers are men disturbed not only]
by the war but by the punishment)
they had taken in civilian life. All
had suffered rebuffs of one kind or
another; some with women, others
in the fight for economic survival.
Mailer’s Jews are like his other
Americans. That Goldstein emerges
as an honestly-drawn Jew is remark-t' .
able, if you consider the Jews in re-:
cent fiction. Mailer’s book, however,:
is so unusual that one should not be'
too surprised to find in it a believ­
able Jew. Goldstein, the fuller drawn
Jew, is a contribution to Jewish
literature. Roth, probably also typi­
cal of a segment of Jewish youth,
does not receive as much of the
novelist’s care, but he, too, is an,
understood figure in a book loaded
with tragedy and wasted lives. I

Irwin Shaw, unlike Mailer, was
expected to write a major war novel.
At the age of 23, a dozen years ago,
Shaw’s play Bury the Dead created
a stir in the American theatre. Since]
that time he has published three
books of short stories, including,
many memorable ones, a number of;
other plays and many Hollywood
scripts. Never before having written!
a novel, Shaw nonetheless was an
important figure in American letters.
His novel, The Young Lions, re­
ceived tremendous advance pub-:
licity. His literary agent announced
that he would not sell movie lights
to the book for Jess than a million

the book widely. Upon its publica­
tion, it was —as most war books
generally arc — compared to Tol­
stoy's War and Peace, Most review­
ers praised it lavishly. All claimed
that it belonged on the same shelf
with Mailer’s; that it was not as
harsh and realistic, but that it was
more “profound." One critic went
so far as to say that Noah Acker­
man, one of the three major charac­
ters around whom the novel re­
volves, is the finest portrait of a Jew
yet to appear in literature.

Shaw’s long novel is in reality a
! series of running short stories,

switching from the life of one sol­
dier to a second to the third. His

■ three men are Christian Diestl, an
Austrian Nazi; Michael Whiteacre,
an American Hollywood and Broad­
way man-about-town; and Noah

' Ackerman, a sensitive Jew. In telling
the stories of these three, Shaw’s
canvas becomes broad. He deals
with the war in France, in Germany
and in England. His gift for story
telling is rich, his dialogue glib.
Every few pages Shaw introduces
sex in one way or another. His
novel is peopled with complaisant
women and his soldiers succeed so
nicely with these women that the
book may be read by many who
would otherwise overlook it (the
same can be said for Mailer’s book,
which includes more expletives and
blunt four-letter words than any
dozen war novels).

Shaw’s sympathies are on the
■ right side. His quasi-liberal White­

acre had contributed to the loyalist
side in Spain; Diestl, a believable
Nazi, emerges as a human killing
machine; Ackerman fights grimly
and successfully against the anti-
Semites he meets. The description
of war, the invasion in which Noah
takes part, the attitude of the
French people to the Americans, the
minor characters — all are drawn
with a reportorial eye and yet told
by an artist. Somehow, however,
one does not quite believe in the sin­
cerity of Shaw as one believes in the
deeply-felt passion of Mailer, or
John Home Bums in The Gallery.
The anger here is not biting. The
cards, when they are stacked — as
they are against Noah Ackerman—
are stacked too obviously. The scene,
toward the end of the book, in
which Shaw describes the entry of

! the Americans into a former Ger­
man death factory, is not as moving
'as a similar scene in Stefan Heym’s
The Crusaders.

is thy portrait of Noah Ackerman
who, Ito many critics, sterns to be the
finest-drawn character In the book.
Noah Ackerman is presented as the
symbol of the Jew. In reality he is
a Jew only because Shaw says so.
This is a failing of many novelists
who, during the past few seasons,
have included Jews in their gallery
of personalities. To take Ackerman
seriously as a Jew, one must ask:
Wherein lies his Judaism? His
father, a Menachem Mendel, had
set a poor example for Noah. He
had sold cemetery lots, real estate,
sacramental wine and second-hand
furniture among other things. He
lived with many women, most of
them, one gathers, non-Jewish. He
had not brought up his son in any
sense of the word. Noah himself
marries a non-Jewish girl named
Hope. On their honeymoon, “they
ate clam chowder and broiled lob­
ster for dinner.” In a scene in the
middle of the novel, Noah attends a
religious service in Dover, England,
and Shaw, in writing of Noah’s re­
ligious impulses, says: “Noah had
never gone to synagogue.” Nowhere
in this long book is there any indica­
tion that Noah Ackerman is Jewish
in any way, except that his soldier
buddies persecute him for being a
Jew.

Here, too, there is a major flaw
in the story. In one of the most
powerful scenes in this novel, Noah,
egged on by his taunting persecu­
tors, challenges his entire company,
one by one, to fight him, face to
face. Noah is a lightweight and the
ten men who accept the challenge
are the heaviest in the company.
Doggedly he takes them on, one by
one. He is determined to go through
the entire ten men. The captain of
the company is a vicious anti-Semite
and everyone in the group (exclud­
ing Whiteacre, who is vaguely dis­
turbed by the fighting but is too
weak-willed a person to do anything
about it) gleefully watches Noah
take one terrible beating after an­
other. Every few days he takes on
another heavyweight. Finally, after
the fifth bout, he is sent to the hos­
pital. “His face was crooked and
lumpy, and one ear was permanently
disfigured in a flat, creased cauli­
flower. His right eyebrow was split
and a white scar ran diagonally
across it, giving the broken eyebrow
a wild, interrogating twist.” Noah
looks even worse after the ninth
bout. He wins the tenth, against a
hulking, ineffective company clerk 

part in the fighting in the first place.
During Noah’s “education” as a I
Jew, Fein, another Jew in the com- |
pany, a big fellow who can handle
the bullies who licked Noah, says to
Noah that it “ain’t practical”” to
fight them all, that you have to over- ;
look them while the war is on. :But
Noah, suddenly the symbol of all
fighting Jewry, tiredly tells Fein to
go away.

After the ten fights Noah dejerts.
His wife, now pregnant, and aware
of his bitterness (for they had both
been tossed out of a rooming house
because he was Jewish) talks)him |
into returning for the sake of his
child who is to be bom. Noah ac- ;
cedes. He returns to his outfit^ fac­
ing the same anti-Semites, this'time
with a knife and, suddenly, they lay
off him. In the war overseas, after
winning his own private war, Noah
Ackerman finds himself. He, like
Joey Goldstein in Mailer’s book, is
a fine soldier. He risks his life time
and again to save his anti-Semitic
GI buddies. Yet he hears ope of
them, after a difficult foray, mutter
“Oh, Christ, we still got the Jew.”
As the long arm of coincidence.
works overtime in this novel, Noah [
is killed by Diestl and Diestl, in turn, I
is tracked down and lulled by.White-
acre in rhp fin.il pages of the book,
the implication being that White­
acre had been taught by Noah, and
by the lesson learned in seeing the
concentration camp, to be a soldier
and a man who can live with his
own conscience.

The main fault of the Ackerman
portrait is that, admirable though
Noah is as a person, he is not the
Jew that Shaw claims he is. Hl.ring
no Jewish background and aware­
ness, why should he fight as a Jew
as grimly as he does? The reason
remains unclear. As a heroic soldier
harried by his companions in jarin*,
as a symbol to non-Jewish readers,
however, Noah Ackerman emerges
as a person who will be taken io the
bosoms of all those who preach “in­
terfaith” and “tolerance.”

Irwin Shaw, on the basis of-this
novel and his oft-anthologized short
story “Act of Faith,” believds that
there is anti-Semitism in American
life; that there was anti-Semitism-in
the Army (although this aspect of
it is over-emphasized by Shaw to
such an extent that the heavy aura
of Jew-hating is not quite credible
in his novel) but that one must have
faith so long as a iCW 'JpK'd people
exist who are willing to fight
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Thomas Mann, “Catalina” by Somerset
Maugham, and “The Busy Busy People"
by Sam Spewak. (There were many books
on Russia by many pundits, but all might
be passed up in favor of Spewak’s hilari­
ous “study” of Americans and Russians,
one of the best light books of the year.)

Eitander’□ Choice* If Newsweek’s re­
viewing staff were to pick the four best
books of the year, or the books they must
enjoyed reading, they would be:

“Roosevelt and Hopkins" by Robert E.
Sherwood.

“Tlie Gathering Storm” by Winston
Churchill.

‘The Naked and the Dead” by Nomun
Mailer.

“The Heart of the Matter” by Grahairt j
Greene.

iture of the three countries
it interest us most—Britain
aerica and our own. Mailer's
iber and massive ‘The Nalrrd
I the Dead” came to us direct
n America, but the price
.75) robbed it of the reception
deserved. Dale Carnegie’;:

>w to Stop Worrying and Start
ing” and Liebman’s “Peace of
id” have just arrived and are

going to do well, for we have some
good-sized worries around here.
Kinsey's “Sexual Behavior” also

• came direct from America and

lightly less im-
flavor of bitter .

Uoon

American characters was Esther Forbes’s
highly readable account of old Sal
“The Running of the Tide,” '

Mon at War* It was the war, 1L-.
ever, that most interested readers ' and
writers of fiction. The recent conflict hud
produced some novels before “The Naked
and the Dead,” Mailer’s grimly moving
story of a platoon in the Pacific, was pub­
lished last May, but that long novel
started the cunent boom in Avar fiction, -* -
In its wake have come several that have
attracted critical attention. Outstanding
among them, are “The Young Lions” by Q
Irwin Shaw, “Wine of Astonishment” by |
Martha Gellhom, “The Crusaders” by . > I
Stefan Heym, “Stalingrad” by Theodor * ; fr6n
Pliever, “Guard of Honor” by Jame? ‘ 1
Gould Cozzens, and “The Sky Is Red”
by Giuseppe Berto.

The settings of these novels range frorQ
a Southern airport in “Guard of HonorJ,
to the German Army in Russia, as fear-
somely described in "Stalingrad.” From
a literary standpoint these novels were of
uneven merit, but each in its own way set

.other-publication event was the issuing by
Randbm House of its excellently up-to-

1 date tThe American College Dictionary.”
' Probably the most scholarly item of
i general interest was the “Literary History
; of thq United States,” jointly produced by
| some ■ 64 contributors, which examined
’ every’) aspect of the literary scene from
colonial times to the present.

Thf novelists were as busy with history
as the historians were. The best, or at
least" the most literate, historical novel
was Thornton Wilder’s gay and witty
“fantasia on certain events and persons of
the hist days of'the Roman Republic”—

t bolides of March,” The longest his-
h«ii< a! jnoveL was “Remembrance Rock"

'.by (‘ml SAdburg. Another one with
h* .. du. |S, lour

in "Jim Farley's Story." They will n ad
the long, sometimes* tedious, but basically

Dr. Freeman

A. Farley’s version of the New Deal l»r
in "Jim Farley’s Story.” Thev will re-’
t’._ ______ :______________ *—™
revealing' "Memoirs of Cordell Hull.
They will study closely Henry' L. Stijn
son’s “On Active Service in Peace aiu.
War" and they will not neglect “The Stil­
well Papers,” Gen. Joseph W. Stilwell’s
vinegary posthumous account of the war .
in the Far East, nor Samuel Eliot Mori­
son’s "The Rising Sun in the Pacific;?
1931-April 1942," in which the famous
Harvard historian of the Navy sets tl{e *•
scene for the Pacific war. ‘ 1

Farther Baek* These books deal wi^.
the immediate past; the historians,- hoW- '
ever, were also fruitfully liiisy with tlje
distant past.' Leading the list were the
first two volumes of Douglas SouthaHjg
Freeman’s exhaustive biography of Georg^f.
Washington but running it a close second j
(if not actually in a photo finish) was|

policies laid -Dumas Malone’s scholarly yet eminently {
iill in what readable “Jefferson the Virginian.” There

itmerships m were a number of other volumes of
h slight lit- . cial interest, showing that the researchers
;n Europe"

on Wcctcr, one of the best and most
!. objiwilve accounts of the Now Deal yet

v.ifttcn, which carried on where Karl
■hriftgiesscr’H “This Was Normalcy,” an
count of the Harding-Coolidge-Hoover
Uinics, loft off. And even nearer was
yar Lords of Washington,” In which
taco Catton dissected what went on in
b Rational capital during the war. The
ar also saw the publication .of the most

l< Vittiolic biography of Roosevelt, “The
’ Roosevelt Myth,” by John T. Flynn and ia
j pariegyric in praise of Herbert Hoover by

i Eugene Lyons, entitled “Our Unknown
I Ex-President.” ... *
|! Two other outstanding works in? the

field of history were Arnold J. Toynbee’s
"Civilization on Trial,” a series of philo-

i; sopnical essays by the brilliant British
; historian and author of the massive “A

Stujy of History,” and Richard Hof-
] ■ stadter’s ‘The American Political Tradi-
i tion ‘and the Men Who Made It,” in
i; which the young Columbia historian re-

, appraises America’s foremost political
\ leaders. •,

Laiscellanyi Not to be forgotten in
any listing of the year’s best books' were

: “A A'jan Called White,” Walter White s
i ; autobiographical history of the National

al witjx i Association for the Advancement of Col-
lediate past; the historians, ho\<- • ored people, and both* “Road to Survival”
?re also fruitfully busy with tljc by William Vogt and “Our Plundered

‘Planet” by Fairfield Osborn, two exciting
r "studies of how we have wasted our nat-
- iiral resources. The year also was marked
' by |he second volume of Nobel v Prize
’ winder Andr6 Gide’s “Journals,” a book
i , of xVide range and great intellectual stim-

iailjdion. Although Thomas Steams "Eliot,
’ th^t;’Louis-bom poet and critic turned

British, published no new work during
1940, he made literary news by winning

, the ^lobel Prize for “pioneering work in
■ modem poetry.” To some this was hailed
as just reward for the author of “The

! Waste Land”; to others it seemed as if a

‘there is hardly a renaissance
_?UAW5 *** re®*** and

thinking a great "deal; more than
we. have ever done. I think that
some Important writing, impor­
tant for others as well as for our­
selves, will come out of it alL But
literary ability win not be enou^-b (
we shall also need some course ;

We in South Africa are fortu-

men m unUonn. Spurred on by the sue- ' T,
cess of these books, publishers who had- j •
fought shy of such fiction hurried to sup-L_..
ply the market. At the years end they' ] ' ~
were wondering how soon the public ;
would be surfeited with war stories. ? ‘

Although su&h books dominated ^lie- j
fiction field, a handful of other novels '
-also stood out. The most provocative xyas
“The Heart of the Matter” by Graham.
Greene, the story of a Catholic convert’*
conflict.over his soul. Brilliantly written
by one of England’s modem prose mus­
ters, it was read less for its religious
meaning than for its mounting excitement.
against an African background. Cathodes.
and non-Catholics alike found it Ka satis­
fying study of an unusual man.

Other novels of more than passing;
merit include ‘The Sky and the Forest"
by C. S. Forester, “Wisteria Cottage” by. iby the publication of the first two volume:

of “The Lincoln Papers,” which woj-e
opened for the first time a year ago at the
Library of Congress. ■ ■ f

Nearer our own time were such books
as ‘The Age of the Great Depression

. Calls Mailer
“One'pf .Greaf

I “Speaking of newcomers In the
I field—one of the greatest writers
1 of today is young Norman

.‘ LMailer, author of the ‘Naked - .
; and _the. J)eiid>—an -amazing bit !

. J;of uTlf-i-i .ihat boy has tak-nt
i )

’ £ss a great sweep and~an enf
J T scope. There’s noth!
' petty about Mailer—he’s the s
fthot .of the hour—the great.

lil-sn.” As he spoke, Mr. tewi
, jy\ i were aglow with a blare i
;' ..jBilration ' for - ■ this fellov

! v.riler who, like hlmiel
, I'.achieved phenomenal succe:
; ' while but a youth. ' .

Termed the most spectacularly’
' successful writer of the century,
Sinclair Lewis, at the age of

j thirty-five, was the first American
to win the Nobel prize for litera­
ture—an international award, that

1 carried with it 06,350 in cash, plus
I the acclaim; adoration.' -J
' of the reading wofM.

M

Eliot



sold onh- j

Nobel

Bui a few writers did tiy to

Wilder

■Lil Ry. </OD Waugh

g (25) Norman Mailer, a Pa-
' whose The Naked and The
Jgtd. stormy first novel, whirled
the top of the bestseller list

Ths Young

Liens also m. de a great splash, though
with tar less liicnn- justification.

Appreciated but less popular were John
Cobb's* scrutiny of V.S.A.A.F. men &
manner in warlike England. The Gesture
(also a first novel', James Gould Cozxens’

J'Y' an admirable study of
life at a L .S. tying field, and Theodor

fievier s grucsorre .Sfahjigrad, a broad-
:ale battle picture whose forceful “docu-
entary slant trade it more fact than
tiox
Unsuccessful Hunting. Nobody har^

d the e>*en more mythical white
Known as the “Great American

• Indiana s Ross Lockridge (who
remmitted suicide) 'made a stab'at
brought home a huge, t/fysses-like

:al named Raintree County, which
was hailed by critics as a monumental at­
tempt and then floated away in an embar­
rassed silence. Silence was the kindest
-eatmeat of Reizembrance Rock, Carl
anarurg s large, muddled, impassioned
sort to learn lessons for the future from
stray of the American past.
Veteran William Faulkner was still

apping the deep, dark South, this time
Intruder in the Dust, a novel whose

aried threads of murder, racial hatred
d nocturnal conspiracy, wound together
nis elaborate,, strongly colored prose,

tde some critics tear their hair and
1K3 hail it as Faulkner’s (and 1948’s)
esu Disappointing (after All the King’s

Men) were Robert Penn Warren’s short
stories. The Circus in the Attic, which
made the South’s decayed mansion 'duller
than tragic. In Other Voices, Other Rooms,
a newcomer named Truman Capote in­
dulged in another preoccupation of South­
ern writers (sexual abnormality), and
convinced even his detractors that his
prose was talented as well as purple.

In general, it was not a year in which
the older novelists made their reputations
securer. Ernest Hemingway’s long-awaited
new novel was still in his typewriter;
John Dos Passos’ was due to appear next
month. Thornton Wilder’s Ides of March,
an imagnury document built around the
assassination of Julius Caesar, was a schol­
arly tour de force and hot quite successful.
John Steinbeck (The Pearl) and Erskine

brsve bar.d. v

imes

SAGE

iUeiiJ other five
n for little

Eric Schoo
FAULKNEBjfl

Robert w. Kc”gy
Eliot

Spite

ONE of our readers ha
received a rather mys

terious letter from Macy’s
and as it may mark a turning point ii
the buyer-seller relationship, we’re gla
to print it here in full:
Dear Mrs. M------ :

The current price of the Funk and Wag-
nall College Dictionary is $4.50, having
been price-fixed by the publisher under the
N. Y. State Feld-Crawford Law. Rather
than cause you any inconvenience, we ad­
vanced 51c towards the purchase price, I |

May we have your remittance to clo
our records? Your cooperation will be sin­
cerely regretted.

Yours very truly.

i years. These are rough times
i Normie."

AJailci . royalties will net him around
thirty thousand this year, after taxes,
and he plans to bank most of it. He finds
apartments depressing and has a sus­
picion of possessions, so he and his wife
live in a thirty-dollar-a-month furnished
room in Brooklyn Heights. He figures
that his thirty thousand will last at least
five years, giving him
plenty of time in which to
write another book. He
was born-in Long Branch,
New Jersey, but his fam­
ily moved to Brooklyn
when he was one, and that
has since been his home.
He attended P.S. 16Tand
Boys High, and entered
Harvard at sixteen, intend­
ing to study aeronautical engineering.
He took only one.course in engineering,
however, and spent most of his time
reading or in bull sessions. In his sopho­
more year, he won first prize in Story’s
college contest with a story entitled
“The Greatest Thing in the World.”
“About a bum,” he told us. “In the be­
ginning, there’s a whole tzimes about
how he’s very hungry and all he’s eating
is ketchup. It will probably make a won­
derful movie someday.” In the Armv,
Mailer served as a surveyor in the field.
artillery, an Intelligence clerk in thfi
cavalry, a wireman in a communication­
platoon, a cook, and a baker, and volun­
teered, successfully, for action with a
reconnaissance platoon on Luzon. He

the rigors of the political campaign. ' started writing “The Naked and the
Dead” in the summer of 1946, in a cot­
tage outside Provincetown, and took
sixteen months to finish it. “I’m slowing
down,” he said. “When I was eighteen,
I wrote a novel in two or three months.
At twenty-one, I wrote another novel,
in seven months. Neither of them ever
got published.” After turning in the
manuscript of “The Naked and the
Dead,” he and his wife went off to
Paris. “It was wonderful there,’
said. “In Paris, you can just lay d
your load and look out at the gray
Back here, the crowd is always yelli
It’s like a Roman arena. You hav
headache, and you scurry around
a rat, like a character in a Kafka nigh
mare, eating scallops with last yea
grease on them.”

that he has read. "1
, without hope," he t<
offers a good deal ot hope. 1 i------
it to be a parable about the movemend
man through history. I tried to explol
the outrageous propositions of cau
and effect, of effort and recompense^
a sick society. The book finds man c<
rupted, confused to the point of he!
lessness, but it also finds that there :

limits beyond which he cai
not be pushed, and it fin*
that even in his corruptic
and sickness there are yean
ings for a better world,

V

I've been making speeches for Wallace.
I’ve made eighteen so far and have an­
other dozen ahead of me. I’m not doing
this because I like it. All last year, I
kept saying that the intellectuals had
to inimerse themselves in political move­
ments or else they were only shooting
their mouths off. Now I am in this spot
a<i a result of shooting my mouth off.”
Til general, Mailer‘told us, the success
of his novel has caused him to feel un­
comfortably like a movie queen. “When­
ever I make an appearance,” he said,
’1. have thirty little girls crowding

, Wound asking for my autograph. I think
" hen people who read

book don't know anything about
J oft' even what you look like. I have

■rfliwd to let Life photograph me.
t <ting your mug in the papers is one

shamuful ways of making a living,
I htff there aren’t many ways of making
I h Kving that aren’t shameful. Everyone
I keeps asking me if I’ve ever been psy-
I choAnalyzed; The answer is no, but

Dostoevski and Tolstoy, between then
have written everything worth writiiH
but he nevertheless means to go on turn­
ing out novels. He thinks “The Naked
and the Dead” must be a failure, because
of the number of misinterpretations of it

E had a talk the other day with
Norman Mailer, whose novel
Naked and the Dead” has been

: top of the best-seller lists for
ral months now. We met him at

lehart & Co., his publishers, in a
conference room that had, along with
other handy editorial equipment, a well-
■locked bar. We’d heard rumors that

iler whs a rough-and-ready young
n with a strong antipathy to literary
wrings and neckties, but on the occa-

1 of our encounter he was neatly
ned out in gray tweeds, with a striped

|-and-white necktie and shined shoes,
1 he assured us that he doesn’t really
e any deep-seated prejudices con­

cerning dress. “Actually,” he said, “I’ve
got all the average middle-class fears.”

JailerP°!”>cr' He thinks the assumption that he hasn’t
. uot them grew out of his meeting some
: .-f the literati last summer when he was
; wlaring sneakers and an old T shirt.

He’d just come from a ball game, and
jjIfSvas a very hot day. “I figured any-
? h.iHy with brains would be trying to keep

C<fcl,” he said.
’ ’Mailer is a good-looking fellow of

• twenty-five, with blue eyes, big ears, a
; soft voice, and a forthright manner.
P Locating a bottle of Scotch in the bar,
* Hpoured a couple of drinks. “If I’m

H evertiqing to be an alcoholic,” he said,
■ ’ I “I'll he one by November 2nd, thanks

1948’* Most Influential One Will
Get $1,000 Prize

A field of ten books was an­
nounced yesterday by the Book
Manufacturers Institute as candi­
dates for the 51,000 Gutenberg
Award offered by the institiM

‘ the ten, judges will pick tl.r
(.that is considered to hirfe
t progressively influeiu ’J
rican thought in 1943."
veral best sellers were on

The ten titles were wo
from a starting entry

ty-nine ’ books. The win
will be announced at a di
held in the,Rita-Carlton H

il 12 at which Mayor O’DW
heduled to make the awar

entries are: “Crusade
pe,” by Dwight D. Eisenhov

’, the Beloved Country,"
Paton: “Education in a,

vlded World,” by James Bry
Conant; “The Gathering StofmJ’
by Winston,Churchill; “The Naked
and the Dead,” by Norman Mailer;
‘No Place to Hide," by David Brad­
ley; “Our Plundered Planet," by
Fairfield Osborn; “Road to Sur­
vival," by William Vogt: “Roose­
velt and Hopkins," by Robert E.

Jb i

Johno
Mann

liHEKNE

■ . -- •

Mailer

'■w



1948: A Dozen Christmas Lists pf Ten 'BestThe Books of

Norman

Storm, by Winston S.

the Mutter, by Graham

Storm, by Winston
the Matter, by Grahai

HopkliiH, by Robert

I94H

The awards are to be presi
on the night of May 20 at the ]
Commodore at the Guild* ar

Laughter In the Next Room, by Osbert
Sitwell.

Sexual Behavior In the Human Male, by
Alfred Kinsey et al.

Hopkins, by Robert

BOOK REVIEW, DECEMBER

John Crosby and Homer Blgart,
t the New York Herald Tribune,
>. i named yesterday among the
.i.ncrs of the Page One Awards
ven annually by the New York
| 'Ispaper Guild, an affiliate of
le Congress of Industrial Organi-

Roosevelt and
Sherwood.

Storm, by Wlnatun

Tin- Gatherlm; Storm, by Winston S.
Churchill,

The Memoirs ot Cordell Hull.
On Active Service, by Henry L. Stimson

& McGeorge Bundy.
The Age of the Great Depression, by

Dixon Wecter.
Nathaniel Hawthorne, by Randall Stew-

The Naked and the Dead, by Norman
Mailer. ____ ___

The Ides of March, by .Thornton Wilder.;
The Heart of

Greene.

<-ant and the Lambs, by I. Compton-
meth
hern Lights, by Roger Vcrcet

General
Hopkins, by Robert S.

reporter and the members <-
police department.”

The jury cited David E. Lit
; thal, chairman of the Atl
Energy Commission, for ']

; standing service in public afi.-j
• The distinction of being consul
the nation’s most valued cciej
of the year was bestowed on'
Selman A. Waksman, head of
department of microbtologl
Rutgers University. He disco,
streptomycin and neomycin.

The sports award was give;
Levi Jackson and the Yale Uni
slty football team which ela
him captain. In the motion;
ture field John Huston was na
for his writing and dlrectioi
“The Treasure of the S’
Madre." The documentary ]
"The Quiet One" also recelvaj
award. Another went to thj
corded album of speeches, ”1
Hear It Now.” Sidney Bechet
soprano saxophone and ela
player, won an award for his!
ative work." 5

In literature the autobiogn
of Sean O'Casey, “Innisfl
Fare Thee Well,” and Alan Pa
novel “Cry, the Beloved Coul
were selected for awards. Al
clal award was given to Nol

; Mailer for his war. novel,

Education in a
B. Conant.

Roosevelt and
Sherwood.

The Gathering
ChurchllL

Road to Survival, by William Vogt.
Mechanization Takes Command, by Sieg­

fried Gledlon.

General
Hopkins, by Robert E.

Twelve people, whost butineu it it to read many bools, name the ten they
contider "belt"—or, anyhow, the ten they most enjoyed reading—in 1948.
The fiction leaders: Norman Mailer's "The Naled and the Dead," Graham
Greene's "The Heart of the Matter." Non-fiction leaders: Robert Sherwood's
"Roosevelt and Hopkins," Winston Churchill's "The Gathering Storm."

Roosevelt and
Sherwood.

The Gathering
Churchill.

The West at Bay, by Barbara Ward.
Russia and the Russians, by Edward'

Crankshaw.
The Journals of Andre Gide, Vol. H.

JACQUES BAKZUN
Iterary Critic, Harper’s Magazine

TV- Plague, by Albert Camus.
mbranee Boek, bv Carl Etndb’urg.

The Crasadert, by Stefan Heym.
Iwtreder in the Dust, by William Faulk-

Crusade in
hower.

The Gathering Storm, by Winston S.
Churchill.

Roosevelt and Hopkins, by Robert E.
Sherwood.

On Active Service, by Henry L. Stimson
and McGeorge Bundy.

The House Without a Roof, by Joel Sayre.

LON TINKLE
Literary Editor, Dallas News

Fiction
Intruder in the Dust, by William Faul

General
Europe, by Dwight D. Eisen-

Roosevelt and
Sherwood.

The Gathering
Churchill.

George Washington, by Douglas Southall
Freeman.

General
Roosevelt and Hopkins, by Robert E.

Sherwood.
Crusade in Europe, by Dwight D. Eisen­

hower.
Land of the Crooked Tree, by Ulysses P.

Hedrick.
Jefferson the Virginian, by Damas Ma­

lone.
Road to Survival, by William Vogt.
Hie St. Nicholas Anthology, edited by

Henry Steele Commager.

l&f York'World-'Telegrain”' afict Naked and the Dead.
i - -jpps-Howard Newspapers. A
; =cial award was made to Sidney
■fingsley, author of the new play
Detective Story,” which. the_Jurv

LEWIS GANNETT
Daily Book Editor,

York Herald Tribune
Fiction

and the Dead,
STERLING NORTH

Literary Editor, New York Post
Fiction

The Young Lions, by Irwin Shaw.
Th© Naked ana the Dead, by Norman

Mailer.
The Heart of the Matter, by Graham

Greene.
Remembrance Bock, by Carl Sandburg.
The Loved One^by Evelyn Waugh.

—* General
Roosevelt and Hopkins, by Robert - E.

’ Sherwood.
Crusade in Europe, by Dwight D. Eisen­

hower. • , f „
All Our Years, by Robert Morss Lovett.
Civilization on Tria!, by Arnold J. Toyn­

bee.
The St. Nicholas Anthology, edited by

Henry Steele Commager.

General
Divided World, by James

Boooevelt sad Hopkins.
! Sherwood.
N© Flaee to Hide, by David Bradley.
A Man Called White, by Walter White.

Nightmare of Araericaa Fcrelgn Pol-
by Edgar Ansel Mowrer.

A Literary History of the United States,

The Gathering
Churchill.

Roosevelt and
Sherwood;

Crusade in Europe, by Dwight D. Eisen­
hower.

CHARLES J. ROLO
Book Columnist, The Atlantic Monthly

Fiction
The Plague, by Albert Camus.
Doctor Faustus, by Thomas Mann.
The Naked and the Dead, by Normal

Mailer.
The Heart of the Matter, by Grahan

Greene.
Other Voices, Other Rooms, by Trumai

Capote.

The Naked
Mailer.

Cry, the Beloved Country, by Alan Paton.
Fire, by George Stewart.
Intruder in the Dust, by William Faulk-

KARL SCHRIFTGIESSER
Literary Editor, Newsweek

- —Fiction—

z- ORVILLE PRESCOTT
Co-Ed!tor, "Books of The Tinies"

Fiction
Cry, the Beloved Country, by Alan Paton.
Guard of Honor, by James Gould Cozzens.
Charade, 'by Edita Morris.
A Candle for St, Jude, by Rumor Godden.
Bridle Steen, by Anne Crone.
The Nuked ami the Dead, by Norman

Mailer.
The Young Lions, by Irwin Shaw.

General
Storm, by Winston S.

JOSEPH HENRY JACKSON
Literary Editor,

San Francisco Chronicle
------- --------- Fiction

The Naked and the Dead, by Norman
Mailer.

The Crusaders, by Stefan Heym.
Guard of Honor, by James Gould Cozzens.
The Sky Is Red, by Giuseppe Berto.'
The Heart of

Greene.

The Gathering Storm, by Winston S.
Churchill.

Russia and th* Russians, by Edward
Crank fihnw.

George Washington, by Douglas Southall
Freemon.

Doctor Faustus, by Thomas Mann.
The Plague, by Albert Camus.
The Heart of the Matter, by Graham

Greene. '
The Young Lions, by Irwin Shaw. h

General
The Gathering Storm, by Winston S-

Churchill.
Crusade in Europe, by Dwight D. Eisen­

hower.
George Washington, by Douglas SouthaV

Freeman.
Roosevelt and Hopkins, by Robert S.

Sherwood. - >
Road to Survival, by William Vogt. |

by Flarmlng. by John Jewkes.-
of the French Revolution, by

Oporges Lefebvre.
Gr^rge Meredith, by Siegfried Ssssocn.
Tbr Journals of Andre Gide, Vol IL

renxic Security and Individual Froe-
.. -n. by Albert Lauterbach.

T* - Wraith cf Gawsia. by E. H. Tax.^
a by Robert Horan.

EMMETT DEDMON
.erary Editor, Chicago Sun-Times

Fiction

President,
Publishers1 Weekly

Fiction
Cry, the Beloved Country, by Alan Paton.
The Heart of the Flutter, by Graham

Greene,
The Naked and the Dead, by Norman

Mailer.
The Flugue, by Albert Camus.
Xtaintre* County, by Roan Lockridge Jr.

General
Hophinw, by Robert E,

- blr. Crosby, who writes "Radio
in,Review" in the Herald Tribune,
was cited for "distinguished writ-
,n!?" and for "raising the standard

.] radio criticism." Mr. Bigart was
honored for his work as a foreign
«■ corespondent. He recently re-
Uimed to the United States from
Europe.

the winners of the Page One
Awards, picked by a fifteen-man
JiXy, ware announced at a lunch­
eon at 'the Blue Ribbon Restau­
rant, 145 West Forty-fourth Street.
Awards ‘were made* in public
tffairs, literature, science, motion
Bttures, the theatre -and jazz
music, besides the several fields of
zurnalism, but none was made in

radio, fine art or serious music.
'The jury considered that nothing
[worthy an award in those fields
ihart been created in the year. .
j /! journalism award for "best re­
uniting on the Washington scene"

CHARLES POORE
Co-Editor, “Books of The Times"

Fiction
The Old Beauty and Others, by Willa

Gather. v
Cry, the Beloved Country, by*Alan Paton.
The Naked and the Dead, by Norman

Mailer.
The Young Lions, by Irwin Shaw.
Bulllvant and the Lambs, by I. Compton-
Burnett. i ,
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Nous sommes Icl quelques-uns aeu-
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DLLYWOOD, janvir.%
ly-.vood, le meiltettr ami
jarce au’il est ehjdehorsl

Nit en place commej autre-f

EAR Mr. Prescott:
I have just observed your name among

the list of persons recommending “The
Naked and the Dead” by Norman Mailer. I have
read most of the book.

My purpose in writing this letter is a latent
curiosity to learn, if possible, why a man of your
standing and connections would recommend a
book containing such filth. Of what earthly bene­
fit could it be to society, or to an individual read­
ing it? How could one read this book without
a feeling of revulsion?

s envoie des Etats-Unfs’
qul montrent I’lnqult.

dxtlcns de la nouvelp
avoir visits Harlem, fit
d et la Jungle de L^3

. _ ....... ne permet pax put
rr*i'*-r.re Bomptue-^e <t Tit (lO4’i
tea J proportion* «ard6es, blen elite a*

By ORVILLE
Louisville, Ky.,

Dec. 8, 1948

Hio-uuuo puui uiav-utri. .
le petit gr upe de« ^lus“/d<
- ---- a dans Lt chambre Vol-

............. suivlt |
fis .de

’li4 Stalest aasis autour d’uno ta-
b1£Jet toua leur* dona d’acteur, Ils
165 enipioyaient A Joucr le acrupule.
Mais E* ^taflent moin* persuasjfi que

- danl un film. On sentait. aous lAurs
..Visages et sous leurs propos, eOdr-

drej la g£ne, la cralnte.
•Uho tr^s Jeune femme au visage

. clflif. vlf, Inspire. st tenalt dans un
coin. Son marl dtalt parmi les gens
de la table. Elie passait de tirrtps:A
autre une main dans sm chev^rx
rfpals en murmurant„.;_.c.J’ai.-hontA;■-.rar honte. »

(Copyright by Frahce-soir ohrf V
Kessel.) • •

Dear Mr. Mason:
Your letter seems to me io be based upon sev­

eral misunderstandings of the function of litera­
ture. But, since you speak for a point of view
still widely held in spite of many victories won
against it during the last hundred years, I will
try to answer you.

First, then, I recommended “The Naked and
the Dead” because I believe it to be a remark­
able work, dramatic, powerful, honest and mov­
ing; a successful transformation of war experi-

-Wte into creative fiction. I know of no other
novel about the recent war of comparable im-
pokance.

it is quite true that it would have been much
improved by drastic editing, by condensation and

/jCTeater selectivity. Mr. Mailer lacks taste, judg­
ment and maturity. But he is young and he is
greatly gifted. It is true that his characters are
ndt a fair cross section of American life. They
pve frighteningly primitive and generally deplor-
•.’.ple. But it is the artist’s privilege to choose
h|s subject matter, the novelist’s to write about
What he pleases. It is lamentably true that in
kus effort to report faithfully the obscenity of
soldier speech that Mr. Mailer did so to unfor­
tunate excess.

But all this can not change the fact that Mr.
JMailer wrote an exceptional book which deserves
to be - recommended to all serious readers of
serious fiction, to everyone interested in know­
ing about America’s participation in the Pacific
war and to all who watch for the emergence of
promising literary talent

•’You ask how “The Naked and the Dead” could
benefit society or the Individual? There are two
logical answers. The first is that a social or in­
dividual benefit is a hard thing to judge and
depends on where you are standing in relation __
to,what fanoo. Many people feel that greater’ " in rasa yoil L*
knowlej ; . about th,e true nature oC our . p?.-. in print.

sur ca rlvage enchAn-
: leers salaires fantastinues.
tu de leur gloire qul ilent
i?.- I Malgre cela... Ou ptU-

de cela. Is ont tropUi
t. pour la premi&re loi-s ils
nt menaces. Et cette ruena-
:ute simple, toute trLv'.de...t
:aucoup motas au cinSnulon
e. P.ens-igne-tol.

ttlyapprls tris vita en effer. que
- —'—avaunt balssi aenslblc-

des propridtaires
• :»nt 4 s'en d4barr.&cr,
--oduisalt braucoup moina

q'j’H n'y avalt plus- un
despote, un augurHquI

Bee, assure du suCCgs;
<r.sa de cette ncitvoljr
oia raisons prlncfp1‘ \ ire €:alt I’effroyablf m-.-

;& plupart des 'XHnn*’
juerre, !e besoln ft'eubif.
alres, la rarefaction iU '

elvii avalent1:
es‘-.ere les

Les elus de 1'ccran dclibcrent
■ Unn volx qul Irnnlblill ct'lndlunailon
ehuchot.i 4 rnon dr*llk :

— Vous les entendMj, les ip»rw A
150.000 dollars, fr 200 000 dollars- pop
film. Ils ont pftur. Las chefs des dtu«
dlos. les pros producers, its bsnquvra
triquent les partisans de Wallice...
Alors, vous comprenez ?

Celul qui parlalt sins! dtalt un Jgime
auteur qul commenfalt sculement itpercer. n crla •

— Monsieur Mailer. Je slgne I •
D’sutre-< ganjons. quelques JeunfiS

femmes peu connres et qul risque lent.
toute leur carriers demand*rent la Its-
te. Norman Mailer interrogeait tott-
Jours les visages lllustres. C’etal; d’eux
que son comit6 avalt besoin.

Aloes Us se consultant du regard
et 1’un de ces homines dlt slmplement.'

. Ing^numcnt :
~ Nous sommes Icl quelques-unu scu-

Iftmcht dont li renommie compte.
R?tiyons-nous pour dlscuter.

Et U p;*.!* ------- *■
1’dcrSn pas?ft
slnej Norman Mailer’les ]
QnnTquesI instants apr&3, j<

PRESCOTT * jU. g
privileged, less cultivated fellow citizens is .a,
step toward substantial benefit. Doubtless Mr.
Mailer is one of them. »

The second answer is that there can be ro
such criterion applied to’fiction. Did “Mr. Pick­
wick” benefit anyone except by amusing him?
Did “The Red Badge of Courage” benefit any­
one save by increasing his vicarious experience
and so his knowledge of life? Fiction written
to uplift is rarely good fiction. The primary put- '■
pose of fiction is to tell a story, to create people •
and to interpret life according to the .author’n :
vision of it M ;

______ o___________ How could one read “The Naked and the Dead” ""
For instance, if you had a daughter in her without a feeling of revulsion? I don’t know.

teens, would you like to have her read it? Would ’ - . . — - - i-.i
you feel proud if she said: ‘Daddy, did you recom­
mend this book?’ Could you defend your actions?

Sincerely,
Grant Masqn.

______ piyalent pour voir.
!1O< fivalefit prix, dans UN.'’fl
;rnL»s. das habitude* 7d*l ’

Faisicfii© as
Hollywood

L,a television
les j'eceffes des cinemds

Kessel

I was revolted, too. But much human behavior,
as our tragic century so plainly shows, is revolt­
ing. To be revolted may be a healthy thing.

Your question about a teen-age daughter seems
to me to be based upon a particularly erroneous
premise. A girl of 17 (shall we say?) presum­
ably knows the facts of human biology and that.
many men behave badly and use vile speech. T
think that she would react to “The Naked and
the Dead” in one of two ways. Either she would
dislike it intensely and read only a little; or she
would become absorbed in its terrible picture tf
war and read it all. In either case I don’t think
that the obscenities, after their first shock, would
matter much. They are not attractive. They
could never make anyone wish to use a similar
vocabulary. I I

Since Flaubert wrote "Madame Bovary,” and
probably for long before that, efforts have been
made to suppress books because they describe
behavior which everyone knows to be common­
place. Would-be censors forget that no one can
be demoralized by knowledge or by mere words.
You do not have to read' any book. Unless you
are tied down'while someone reads out loud, you
read from choice.

Our daughters have to live in this world. Aa
much as their share of free will allows they have
to decide what kind of women they are-going
to be. They might well begin by deciding not to
ba the kind of women Mr. Mailer’s soldiers
about with such enthusiasm.

It would be artistic death to reduce all fic
to the insipid level of "Little Women” just
cause there are innocent young people in
world. There are adults, too. Innocence b
upon Ignorance is a poor thing compared
decency based upon deliberate decisions in fax or
of honorable behavior.

Let those who are interested, as 1
were, read “The Naked and the Dead.” The*,
who are not can Ignore it, or stop reading it :• i
pago two.

■ Sincerely yours,
ORVILLB PRESCOTT,....

P. S. T ■- .. ituted another name for
’ it wish ■yout'.’bwn’WTy--;

auia o.urrin'-. |betiutOJS *
arrive **> J.

rd Cornell
'abundan'l I
d/fuut dtr

Enlln, d.in.ft l'ann6o 1918, h clndtn*
a vn nnltro uno concurrence qul- cm

I ih\'A certain^ et prut devenlr terri­
ble : e’est la tdldvlslon. Il n'y a
j>lu» un bar qul n'alt son icran,
Hernande est prodlgleuac. On cal-
cule que millf nouveaux apparells
A>nt Installea cheque Jour. Eat-ce
JVngouement pour un Jouet encore
Ity’onnu ? Ou bien, grAee aux ner-
fectlonnementft rapldes, la modt‘(va-
t-allo devenir une nAcewitA ns.Uo-'
nate, comma le clnAma, la radio,

. .CtJquI lea supplantera ? (
Tin tout caS, Hollywood frlmlt.

Dos centalnes de scAnaristfea ,?ont,
anil le pavA, des cantalnes d’acUlir.ft
aans travail. Lea metteurs en acS-
n<f sont aux abois. Les producftxu^
attendant avec eftroi les recede,

*L s chefs d’Industrie s’excusenC su.*jsrts des banques.

*| La politique fait peur?.-:-
.■^'“"''auFstars'"* '"“I&'Sl

& buelques Jours avant I’Alectics^
"p&sidentlelle. il y eut dans Holly­
wood Un grand remous dans Im; mi­
lieux dlts < radicaux >, c'est-li-dire
d'oplnion politique trds prononcAe &
gauche. Norman Mailer devait \enir,
cl$l<sgu6 par le comitO Wallace/: .

i.Six mots auparavant Norman Mftl-
Iqr Otalt totaiement Inconnu. D6-
tipis. son premier livre < The Na-.

Jted and the D.*ad > (Les
flus et les Homines morts) ljtvait'
1'endu iliustre. Et & juste tjm. CO
roman n’est pas qu'un grandtreman
ae guerre. C’est un grand i-Mman.

I fout 3lmplem?nt. •••;.* -i
! Comme Je brhlals du dAsfrde.le
connattre, un acteur cAI&bre m’lnvh
ta i venir 4 la reception qu’ll don-:

. haft en I'honneur de Norman Mailer;
pette soiree avalt un caractere''.es-_
aentlellement politique. Mon hdte et
les gens qu’ll recevalt professaleUt
i?s mfirne* tendances et se situaleht
•A rextrfime-gauche du parti d&fco-

, crate, Henry Wallace dlaitaleur can-
• didst, et pour certains lehr Idols;

; Apr^s les presentations et quelques
'cocktails, Normftn Mailer gagna.Jc
(bout du vaste salon et 6e mlt ft- ptr
ler. II avalt une figure plelAo de; Jeu
ncsse, d’lntelligonce, de conviction,; de

. feu vlvant. Il dlt cn substance . "
' — Je vous remercle de vo« dons.- tfa

nous serviront & acheter du (ofnpS
6upplt5mentaire sur les rtfseaux de ra-

> dlo pour Henry/Wallace. Vous sav^j. fl
' qu}»l point cela est vital pour no'-u

. ,'pUI'que les Journaux, ou nous Cohv
rb'Hent 6u nous boycottent. Msk’-.ce

J n'.Jst pas Pargent que *
pd'.;:.' 1uno acffqn. ..yf'
po7ivbrr’‘fmmeh le.Tfti 'dCr.
mandjk’bno’RUK ^loilea i^unica Icl da
pirtlclper la deruUra Emission qua'
Hoary-WiHacfi-teri'Ia 'velUa'des <!!?<:-
11 iis. Ja vals falre clrculer Un*. IVne.
Irjcrlvez-vous.

.,1 y eut alors un allenes vOrllablc
fflrtil Afflux. Le8 regards a’italcnt
,, ‘Ms vers une dlzalne d’hommC?, -eo
i-. dlena, metteurs en fccOne, danseuri,
c Hnteura cdUbres, et qui tous, en »q
c/ hH, professaiant la culto do Wn’-
I ■ ?. AUcun d’m ne tendlt iaJ.rnUn
tn's la ftullle quo pr^entaH Mniler.
aujun ne remua.

1'nifn la plus fameux alia prendrt> In
s ce d« Haller,

4- Cala demands reflexion, du ll. Je
pour Wallace, )a voteral pqiir Ini

’ <19 vote <talt aecrftt/ et jo donnupi •)

erceptible, mais „q

progf airti.vi du
B iiii-Tlre 4 t'Gii
ht Je»j pulls.

Vt/IH.., U<



and the Dead’ Written
:e House.

house (which includes a Rooftop

I His current' triumph, "Dealh of
‘ Salesman," was written ill Con-

ret iryaslStPr■ is' writing a"
there, on the same maple
i,ng . table he used. She’s
''m’ to-talk about it, oxci

mmi’s blue-eyed, brown-haireiiSfe-
1 novel

“People
him to n.
di/t like

.02 Pierrepont street, Brooklyn, fo: met
id Novelist Norman Mailer. '.

t - 2Ci had been "congenial’’
ir’.i.nd the house whi-n hr- v.as

(writing/ that his hours at the
[(typewriter had varied, and that
she didn’t talk rnueh about hi'
novel while he was writing it.

’.Thtre'd never been a literary
I light In the family before he came
along, she said.

i Mr. and Mrs. Miller moved in
,late m 1914.' (He had lived pre-

■ in .mother Brooklyn build-
- which housed air ".> r v.r. ii.r

>u -Norman .

> The house' has undergone -
changes since the days of Its two
'most noted alumni. Miller’s seven­
room duplex has been remodeled,
Ji. upstairs bedroom changed to
a sfudy and his one-time work­
room no longer echoes with type­
writer toil. 1 t

The tastefully furnished Mailer
apartment has been remodeled,
too, but his old workroom still
does echo - to a typewriter; Nor-

* Writing Hours Varied.
Mailer recalled tha

ip^Komenal young son

u-.i.uvuv) uub.icpuieuiy was
!on 'Brooklyn' characters. | And '

i [Manhattan-born Miller is still a
I | Brooklynite; he lives with his
j ; wire, the ' former Mary SlatterJT
■ and) their small son and daughter
■ -at 31 Grace Court. ’ f. '
i, The four-room apartment kv.herc

(Mailer lived is still tenanted by
- J his ^mother, his father; Isaac, an
; J accountant, and his sister! Bar­

bara, 21, who is -hrs secretary.-
I tiller’s one-time apartment now

; (is Occupied by the bw’dingG new
'.owners, Mr. and Mrs.- Charles

.f I Pokorny, both lawyers, and their
AW
g House Has Been Changed.

; Available records of thi prop-
"it;z.gb back to 1843—when[it,v.'as

, stipujated that no ’’dangevous;
noxious or offensive establish-

■ ment;’ could be erected were—
;'> aiid.Ao far as the Pokornys know,

,-//Miller and Mailer arc thfe first
: famous writers ever to have lived

and-playwright—at -18 Schemer'
horn street.) The young-Lliwoln-
esque Miller,.remembered by.ten­
ants as amiable but' refiling,
wrote his novel, “Focus," at the
Pierrepont street address) and
followed it with “All My Sonh" be-
Tore; moving.out in the summer

un Mature Am&ricaine

i

ni

!

Gcomme si tout ce tapage auquel se
’livraient ses editeurs ne le touchait
i-gufere, etranger & son ceuvre et a lui-
pjntaxe.

SON roman est probablement le
“Remarque” amSricain de la

i deuxieme guerre mondiale, temoignage
j-decisif, le plus complet document

d’une bataille livree dans le Pacifique.
.-Mais ceci ne justiflerait pas 1’interet
; qu’il prSsente pour le lecteur europeen.

jQ est arrive a Norman Mailer ce qui
^arrive souvent aux vrais criateurs :
Flau lieu d'etre ddborde par le sujet, 11
• Ta largement dopassd; 11 a ouvert par
toutes ses fissures de vastes perspecti-

■ .ves sur le devenir amSricain. Le sujet
de ce livre de plus de sept cents panes
-1st la conqufcte d’une ile du Pacifique
Qccupde par des Japonals, ou plus pr£-

WisSment encore, le rdle 1ou6 dans
JJett-o conqudte par un commando d’une
poignoe d'hommes. Mais "Les nus et

: les morts” auraient pu avoir pour ca­
dre aussi blen la guerre europeenne,
tax* * leur vrai sujet est la confronta-
Ilon de I'homme avec lui-m&ne, de-

’ pouille de toutes les contingences so-
ciales, I'homme nu devant la inort,
affreusement nu avec sa pour de la

Imort, sa solitude ultkne en face du
.danger, Cette nuditS de I’homme que
la vie quotidlenne habille de ses orl-
peaux, de ses affections mensongdres,
He ses ambitions rampantes, pour
masquer son sens de la defalte, tel est
le thdme ventral que Mailer dcvelop-
pe ft travels un groupe d'hommes
reunis par hasard. L’interet de cette
revelation pour le public europden re­
side au premier lieu dans le fait que
ce groupe d'hommes represente. uno
cqupc transverSale it havers FAmdrl-
qm*.  qu’ils nous'donnent uno ivpo ve

i.
111’

i’
i. g

a toutes nos perplexltes devant =
realites americaines, aussi valable qb: =
celle obtenue des ■ interiocuteurs typi-m'
ques auxcuels s’adresse 1’institu. =
Gallup. .

COUS ce rapport le roman de No’-
man-Mailer eat plus instruct!! qqe

tant de volumes Merits sur la psyche -
logie et la sociologle americaines qti
tant d'impressions des voyageurs a
regard neuf ou des savants conscieq
deux.' ll 1'est d’autant plus' que so;
auteur, tr6s jeune auteur, qul n'a v
le- vleux continent qu'aprds avoir ecri
son livre, ne pouvait pas savblr que
les revelations sur les conditions' d
la vie en Amerique il anportait a-se
leeteurs europeens; 11 ne poursuivai
au.cun but dldactlque, et I’enseigne
ment sociologique, je dirais meme le _
renseignement politique, se glane com- j,
me en marge de son livre. S'il s’agi-
d’une lepon, elle est une leqon de
choses. LeQon reallste dont aucuri
etranger ne peut verifier I’exactitude
Dont on voudrait qu'elle ne fut pis
vraie. Mais on reste. profondemenh
tres longtemps trouble.

MELTING pot americain. -Le petit jfj
groupe du commando comprer.i =;

des fils dlrlandais, des Suedols, M
Fo'.onais, des.Juifs, des Italiens, dc_ =
Mexicains, mais ces Jeunes gens et cc.i =
hommes sont des Americains en pfe- in
mier lieu, ou passionnement desirem: =.
de 1'etre, de se sentir complete met'. L.
absorbes, de perdre tout ce qul k - =
difference. Ils parlent, a de ri
exceptions pres, le meme langage s
maire et ordurier, ils parlent de fdin- S
mes avec la vantardise d'hommes prv- d ■
ves d'amour, ils parlent et revent <( ■_-.
sexe, .-centre de leur vie, poison our "
clrcule dans ieurs velnes, angolss.
des absents, des souvenirs envenimf I
de leur passe. Le sexe, leur reaction
identique d'hommes. le seul lien entre _
eux. Des hommes qui vivent ensem- S M
ble i\ travers les plus terribles des
epreuves, des fatigues surhumaines. ffi
les nuits des tropiques, face a la moi; =
qul ride autour d'eux. sont enferm/s = wj
dans leur solitude, leurs halnes c. f>'. ■
leurs avldites. . =

, lit ■>
T ES prejuges sont d'Instinct che.’. hi'
JL-' eux, survivants a la communaut; =
de 1'epreuve, a 1’angoisse partageb. 11! “ J
Quand l‘un d'eux spprend que sa fenj- jjii ■
me est morte en couches, son premier EIM >
reflexe est : e'est le medecin juif qut ujl !
1'a tuee. Les deux juifs qui vivent pat- t
ml eux'sentent que cette haine tenade
les rcjctte hors de la communaut'-
L’un d’eux, homme plus ilge et pin
falble, est sur le point de succomhi-r
A la terrible et inutile fatigue d’limi
patrouille dans la montagne; quiind
le sergent lul demonde de sauter’du Hl'
haul d’une Crete abrupte, 1'honiue H-
n’a plus la force de se relever. Un’ de 3
ses compagnons que ses forces tra&ls- Hi
sent aussi lul crle du fond de sa pro- —

Ere pour et de son propre epulsemem: k'
Atard de juif. Sous le fouet de J’ln- jp

suite, le Juif se redressc. saute, man- ='-
que le pied et s’ecrase contre le tree, U! 1
une expression d’etonnement doulou- m . >
reux ’>nr , ;i. J-.. ;c i r.-e.-c. Eli limit =1 '
et en has de rcciiellO soelale' Ue ce til)
mteroeasnie ar ’ ' ~ "

.- ya'EST le titre d'un roman paru ri-
. j . V< cemment en Amfriquc. accompa-
’ gne d’une tapagcuse publicity que tout
I? ’lye molns dense, moins substantiel
jf'aurait eu bea,ucoup de mal a suppor-
, r. Il a etd accuellli par les critiques

lei plus Importants et -les plus serleux
,. i —J-la critique litUraire en Amdrique
!, '-e;-.t emprelnte d’une grave, conscience
, i.dd ses responsabllltds — comme un

.d'is. romans les plus excitants de cette
’■ decade,. la plus “impressionnante des
I oeuvres parues sur la seconde guerre
’■mjondlale”. ,
(P'EST'le Jlyre d'un . debutant, d’uri■

Kt' Jeune homme d’a peine vingt-
! ,.einq ans, aux traits.mobiles,'au .regard -
1 la fols brtllant et voile — de resl-
r.;ghatlon du de tristesse.'—'regard de

, ceux qul ont trap vu et se mdfient
1, d'emblbe de tout ce sur quo! se po-
1 sent leurs yeux. Un Jeune homme
g-edtrangement mur et, fait plus etrah-

rge encore, detachc de sa jeune gloire..
comme le sont des yielllards fatigues

:-ou soupqonneux de leur celebrltd I Au
^moment oil les journaux-volumes ame-
-Ticains falsaient cette surenchere de
I-publicity, Norman Mailer s’etalt re-
r fiigld A Paris, dans un petit h6tel de
‘.la. rive gauche, en tourlste effacd,
A-.-------------------

£ Antonina MLLEKTiN
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-.. > • i •'Ul'T- .. -,..
. v~..-’ irnre : 1 uro.1 dlt . 1 , i
| tenant, non protege : “Cc circle coin LL!|
1 celul des rencllonnalres, pcul-fitre leur ml
I n-nuo mlll^nalre.'* II lul dlt aur.sl : =
• ••’ibforiqucment lo but, de cctte guerre III'
J est de tradulrc 1c potcnticl nm'drlcain =
♦ on encrgle clndtlque. La conception =
I du fasclsme, plus fondde Que 1c com- m

■ munlfxnc, parce Qu’clle eat fermement =
anerde dans la nature humaine, a IL’i
nlmplcment dtd Jancde dana un pays m
nial cholai qul n’avnlt pas asscz de =
pouvolr potcnticl intrlnscque pour 1c ijji
ddveloppcr.” Le general cat hantd par =
la pour qu’au moment oil cclatcra la ~
guerre aver. la Hunnic. 11 nc r.oit trop m
ololgnd du centre d'Influence pour S
6trc nppold A Joucr un grand rule (la LU
guerre du Pnclflquc c t encore loin jfj
d'Atre flnlc). I/; g/;n6rnl phllosophc s

h cnvole In pnlroiilllc vcri nn mission ilj
♦ linpomlbk ct value, mlrnlon do .sacrl- [•
if flee. II y cnvole nu.isl un andon pro- '•
♦ t/go qul l'a frolr/;6 : le lieutenant iii
| liberal qul rAvc d'un nnouveau de con 5

II pa.y.i, Il trouve un nlll6 dana In ser- i1!
II gent, chiimeur du Toxa;), la brute qul j|j
|J d/dentc toutc falblcnnc, qul n’alrno rlcn
r nl peraonne nu monde, r/illtnlrc par ill
♦ mf’pri.n orguelllcux et I'ezr/irlcnce per- •

ifionncllc de la trnhlson tie rzi femrne,
Homme d’lino Inexorable cfflcaclt6, iii
tueur dam I'Arne, cnlvr6 de r.on pro- u

i pre pouvolr. Il trompc 1c llcutena.it UJ
I r.ur Inn dhanccn de I'cxpfidltlon et Fen- i|j
♦ vole A la rnort, L’ilc cst conqulr.c. Des
♦ vies hiimAlncs ont ga.splll6cn par in
| rcascntlrncnt, ambition ou simple n<- j=

gllgencr. Lc rnoloch de la guerre a ~
, <16vor6 lea rnclllcurr, den hommes. E> Hi

polrn broy6s danr. I'inrzorablc engre- =
nagc do la machine mllitaire. LU

Bur In livre de Mailer pZ.sc la terr!- iii
bio fatality derf h'/rnmcc-deshumanls^s, S
La guerre a tu6 Jusqu'aux vlvants. ’I1

■ »iiiniiirnir:iiisiiiaiiiEiiigiii=iiisiiisiiisiiiaiir=!

llcutena.it


an private soldiers who fated

d tht

d by
praises the author’s literary'

a small group of American
woroZr, but with their whole

flash-backs, it deals with their earlier -

»f the highest standing and does not
itional manner to increase its sales. When,

of the length. We realise that he is an intelligeaS^
and able writer. He is alarmed by the cult
power which is growing in America and by ^he
signs of Fascism in a new, and this time efficient
form; and he repeats, what more interesting
writers have said, that this is the age of anxiety.
But, outside of these ideas, which have become
cliches in the American novel, and ar: not handled
with much originality, Mr. Mailer has little to
say, and the huge length of the book conceals the
fact. Compared with important novels about
modern war, books like Jules Romain’s Verdun,
or sensational ones like All Quiet on the Western
Front, Mr. Mailer’s conveys little sense of the
variety of human nature ; he is observant without
being discriminating; he has sympathy, fftxt
sympathy, after two wars, is not enough. *|

But, if the whole is amorphous, some of die
detail is excellent. Mr. Mailer has learned the |e>-
son which has grown upon us since Tolstoy taught
it: that war is the territory of the unexpected.
He is particularly good about the fluctuating of the
relations of the soldiers with e^ch other. In al!
these private matters, fidelity gives Mr. Mailer
dignity as a writer. (In general, one would say
he has fidelity without a sense of proportion.;
The portrait of Martinez, the Mexican, trembling,
afraid, subtle, murderous and yet innocent,ms
excellent. The mortal wounding of Wilson,
“ the fugging machine ” boasting about his sexual
adventures (very vividly too: Wilson is real)
has the unexpected effect of calming the anxious
Brown who is tortured by his responsibilities as a
non-com. and by the hourly thought of the
infidelities of his wife. These observations belong
mainly-to the brilliant narrative of the reconnais­
sance,^ long episode which is easily the best thing
in the book and indeed, if xMr. Mailer had had
any sense of form, that is where his story lay.
Only one character, Goldstein, the orthodox
Jew, has anything in common with the Europe’.,
soldier. Goldstein, is a respectable man ; but ----- ,
point is that, unlike the others, he has the asstmrzq-e-
of a tradition, a’philosophy of life larger thanjjis
own personal suffering and*’competitiveness.
The rest are deracines.

And that is how the book will strike the Eli \
pean reader. It is less a war book than a re.'.
on American life. There are the sex man. : '
Mr. Mailer never fails to recall the first “ fug, - - . '
the first night, the competitive need to assure ■ •
oneself by more and more “ fugging ”—and the
obsession with personal success in every minute
of the day. Who is going to dominate, whqi
going to break first, who is going, to come
worst and how is he going to make his “
back,” who is going to look whom in the e
we have the impression of people who see t
selves as absolutely alone, and who are red
to the common animal level at once, on the islxi
because they lack all corporate sense an
values. As in Hemingway, these soldiers
more afraid of one another than they are of
enemy. The notion of absolute power, as _
pounded by the General to the Lieutenant he
rMpjtfUta ” comes naturally to these peopl
[uivL dC.. j theY get a lot of power they either go
dead, mJccid, boorish and corrupt, like the
General’s officers ; or, like the General, they feel
an unaccountable sense of loss and loneliness,

Wearily we return to the battle. We thought it
was all settled, but the days of the egregious a
James Douglas are returning and the old silly row
about the obscene in serious literature begins .ill

^oveikipiity’ci’.It is sometimes true and sometimes
not true that obscenuyu.vigtajc&hthe balance and '
ilb' Hon of a 'work of an; ii.fiahi’tys true that nuj <
Fuople who call for the bannirigof serious imagi '

many people do use these words
diers, many hundreds of thousands ‘ ‘

forces me to admit that their conversation \
ar cf this book. He has toned it down .
ir frequent references to those forms of
as unorthodox, though Professor Kinsey’s

largely dispelled illusions about sexual orthodoxy.
placed the soldiers’ attitude to sex and profanity

hashing it. In reading the book, I experienced the
I have done when I have heard living men talking 1

tonously profane way, about the same monotonously recurrent subject.
ne otherwise, he would have given us a fake picture of the men 11
writing.

thing obscene in the book, and nothing’that is likely to corrupt
I think, it is a great book, and that the author is a writer of the" first

of makins us realise the horrors of war is exceptional, and the

J- Ths JiAKtn w thc !•»«>. By
| ' I.cnJcr?, I <j. pp. pt

Hi sincere in calling lor the withdrawal ol the
*1 American war book The Naked and the Dead, does

not lessen the betrayal nor does it prevent them
I from being muddle-headed.

What is exasperating is that this false scent has
Mj been dragged across the critic’s path. One has to

J try to hold the book in one hand and keep off the
g Watch Committee—out for its blood sports—

| with the other; and in this defensive position

ind read that this book was quite
pornographic, ChYb

it man,'* wtqtfe
ending it.” ft
quality, women

..re? of thise med if the authdr were
—- L.‘ * better. we1 like it or-rioty thd
is much wisdom in ttie"61fi'"s'jyinjf-LnaL

?rd Lxy"covers much more than ■ .■
not restrict himself to the sexual
-.sir attitudes to life in general; g
their attitudes to sex, and not

itter Anglo-Saxon words, both in ;
s frequency) as expletives. Now i

This is particularly surpriring,
swearing is extremely common among '

sity graduates, almost, though perhaps |
uneducated. I was brought up in'a

wearing was regarded as a heinous |
for it. I still prefer to use the more

copulation, and for the genital organs. J
ves seems to me to be evidence of; a
nee or twice a year, and, by the very
nphatic value which they lose if they

d to Australia for a time, a few years ago, •
d to find that many professional 'men

sentence. I found this language |
lake it quite clear that I do not j

‘ it) is difficult not to give the impression that a
' ft ok is all the better, all the more “ serious ” or
I \\ incere ” for containing obscenity. That idea
j di ,d in the Twenties ; it rises in every revolution-

•JQ r period. But respectable society cannot expect
tfl indulge in two major wars in one generation,

tliout getting a flood of raw documents about
, wiat goes on in the minds and comes out of the
i niths of the ordinary men who are sent out
- m actually to these slaughters. Not only that,

, W :h wars have revolutionary consequences;
; ijA common run of men, not in thousands but in
Ji Uions, have been brought boiling to the top.
One of the results of the rise of the masses and of
vernacular literature is precisely* the dbscene
word, the words of the lewd (i.e. low) fellows.
Filthy language is used by them as a mechanical

\ ritual and I do not see how any honest writer of
I the realist kind can avoid it; though in writing
it he lands himself with a complex artistic problem
and will almost certainly bore his readers by the
monotony of his imprecations. All the same, most
of us have heard filthy words used with ex-
cf lent effect in the telling of a story ; it is the
soapiest, most sardonic expression’of the angry
m Jeptance of the baseness of the human condi-

n. The American vernacular, like the Spanish,
rich in obscene phrases and the vivid images

i? it go with them. As for the horrors in The Naked
the Dead—and there is one particular horror,

iD^sSiccount of a looting visit to a destroyed
Japanese camp where the bloated dead are
roaring and stinking; one of the G.I.’s bashes
ot^the teeth of a dead man because he wants the
gold ones—they are far less horrible than Goya’s
Desastres de la Guerre. It is an open question
whether a portrayal of the physical horrors of
war secretly attracts us to war or builds up a
hatred of it; the reaction is really ambiguous, and
in a war-like period it is important to know this.
Irmay be, as Havelock Ellis once said in a valuable
cA//; that pornography enables us to transfer
• ■ imagination what we are in danger, without
‘. •I performing in real life. The case for a
wli'(distribution of this book, not for literary

The Neve Statesman and Nation. May 14,

Published by Allan Wingate.
KINSEY’S ARMY

and the Dead. By

which only more ambition can assuage.
I said Mr. iVlailer had little to say : that was

unfair. He has this to say and, as a diagnosis, it
could have been important if it hid not been lost
in the wilderness of these clever bat monotonous

II

sense requires the criminal law to be set
in motion, whether in order to punish
offenders or to deter others from the com­
mission of offences.

In cases of the kind involved here, there
are two public interests to which I must
have regard. It is important that no pub­
lication should be permitted to deprave
or corrupt morals, to exalt vice or to
encourage its commission. It is also
important that there should be the least
possible interference with the freedom of
publication and that the Attorney-General
should not seek to make the criminal law
a vehicle for imposing a censorship on
the frank discussion or portrayal of
sordid and unedifying aspects of life
simply on the grounds of offence against
taste or manners. Whilst there is much

| .ih this most tedious and lengthy book
which is foul, lewd and revolting, looking
•xt it as a whole I do not think that ”
stent is to corrupt or deprave or that'
is likely to lead to any result other th

f disgust at its contents.
Mr. Driberg: Is my right hon. and

learned Friend aware that his decision
■ -a book which, whatever its defects, is |

serious attempt at a work of art will
widely welcomed among sensible peo
and is he aware that it is desirable
there should be the widest possible di
bution among the Atlantic Treaty nations
of this gruesome description of war :

society? . . • j-

NOVEL “ THE NAKED
. I

3^. Mr. Driberg asked the Attorney-
. General what action he proposes to take”

i : in regard to the novel, “ The Naked and
Jthe Dead,” copies of which Eave been
(obtained by the police on account of its
| alleged obscenity.

j The Attorney-General (Sir Hartley
. iShawcross) : Yes, Sir. After consultation

with the Director of Public Prosecutions
t'.y I. have decided not to initiate proceedings

)n this case, a prosecution in which does
m; require my fiat. As, however, the
matter is of some public importance,
p.rhaps I may indicate the reasons which
have led me to this conclusion.

■
The matter is a difficult one upon

which different views may well be held.
V I am not prepared to say that no court

[would treat this regrettable publication as
| obscene. The matter is one of fact and.
degree and it may be that some courts
would consider that the publication did
offend the law. I have, however, never
regarded it as my duty to institute pro­
ceedings in every case in which it can be

1 argued, possibly successfully, that thie
criminal law has bean infringed. - I do
w only whet? 1 considw uhy'prv^-

lhe public.uifceret.in, a.broil



THE SUNDAY TIMES IS
NO CONNECTION WITH THE

BOCK, IT SAID, "HAS HAD A CONSIDERABLE NOTORIETY IN THE
STATES.* THE PAPER DID KOT MENTION THE BOOK OK ITS
PAGE.

LONDON TIMES.
THE PAPER SAID IT RECEIVED A REVIEW

IT LYING ABOUT THE HOUSE, .
kcmenfolk’were READING IT,*

STATEMENT SIGNED *BY THE EDITOR.*
HADLEY

1C KICK/MAY T-(AP)-TKE LONDON SUNDAY TIMES SAID TODAY
|A BEST SELLING A .LRICAK NOVEL, ABOUT TO EE PUBLISHED IN BRITAIN}

IS ’INCREDIBLY E -L AND 2EASILY" AND ’SHOULD BE WITHDRAWN
FROM PUBLICATION IMMEDIATELY.*

THE BOOK IS, ’THE NAKED AND THE DEAD,* BY NORMAN MAILER.
r *NO DECENT MAN COULD LEAVE

OR KNOW WITHOUT SHAME THAT HIS
THE PAPER SAID IK A FRONT PAGE

THE*EDITOR IS WILLIAM WAITE■
PUBLISHED BY VISCOUNT KEMSLEY AND HAS

COPY OF THE BOOK
■FROM ALLAN WINGATE, LTD., WHICH WILL PUT THE BOOK ON SALE
MAY S. THE PUBLISHING FIRM COULD KOT BE REACHED FOR COMMENT.

"MR. MAILER IS A VRITE1 OF EXCEPTIONAL GIFTS AND MUCH OF THE
K HAS REAL VALUE, BUT LARGE PARTS OF IT ARE SO GROSSLY
CENT THAT IT IS QUITE UNFIT FCR GENERAL CIRCULATION,*

,$AIL' THE SUNDAY TIMES.

•IT IS A VAR NOVEL, CONCERNED LARGELY WITH THE MORALS OF A
LL GROUP CF AMERICAN PRIVATE SOLDIERS IK THE FAR EAST/

j »E SUNDAY TIMES DESCRIPTION OF TEE BOOK SAID.
. "THEY TELL OF THEIR GROWTH INTO MANHOOD AND OF THEIR RELATIONS

WT GENERALLY, THEIR TALK, REPORTED AT GREAT LENGTH,
INCREDIBLY FOUL AND BEASTLY.*
THE

UNITED
REVIEW

I I

HPi*7PED

j AP124 . ' ‘4

(BX IN)
(NY) LONDON—FIRST ADD AMERICAN NOVEL (A26) XXX REVIEW PAGE* >•
(IN NEW YORK, A MEMBER OF MAILER’S HOUSEHOLD SAID THE AUTHORJg

)UTOF TOWN AND COULD NOT BE REACHED UNTIL TOMORROW.)
RJ90IPED

ausbx f
I DASH MATTER

LONDON—n^HE NAKED AND THE DEAD. * (A25) XXX REVIEW PAGE. '

! IN JAMAICA, VT., NORMAN MAILER, AUTHOR OF ’THE NAKED AND THE
J$D,* SAID ‘’THE LONDON SUNDAY TIMES IS CERTAINLY ENTITLED TO ITS
OfInION—BUT I DON’T AGREE WITH IT. I WROTE THE DOOK IN GOOD FAITH AND

DON’T THINK IT IS OBSCENE. >
f*I THINK, AS A MATTER OF FACT/ HE CONTINUED, "THAT IT’S LESS

OBSCENE T1$N SOME SALACIOUS BOOKS THAT HAVE FOUL WORDS ONLY HERE AND
■ WE. '■

."WHEN YOU LOOK AT THE BOOK AS A WHOLE/ HE SAID, *1 DON’T THINK YOU

KOSICE ANY OBSCENITY IN IT. THE OBSCENITY—IF YOU WANT T.0 CALL IT

THAT—IN ’THE NAKED AND THE DEAD’ IS LIKE A BELL RINGING IN THE

BACKGROUND WHILE YOU WORK.

ES25PPED

DEFORE LONG, YOU DON’T NOTICE IT ANY MORE.*
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orgettably sinister
through which they
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Sunday Times, May 8: —
Yesterday a letter' came from the Preside- /
the English Centre of the P.E.N. . . . c©h-

^■Nmning any invocation of the law of obscens
"‘'which so patently makes no distinction f
TA'eeh’ pornography . . . and books cxplori •'
seriously human experience.’.’
-/he President of the English Centre of, •

Bad" language; (2) " Pornograpl----- {£J ^at r
i’s greatest €

Daily Express, May 5.
It is not. that the pages, of. dirt are-shock*

—they are just boring.

Star, May 9:— - ■
Anyone who pretends to be bored is dodgi/.«

the issue. ■ ■»

really astonishing that so
a man as this author

d achieve so absolute a mas-
over his material. Some of

lan portraits are superb
■ mingled strength and

triumphs of the
s art. to be compared

sclelv with the creations of the

 

May 1!, IF J j |c|(e|.a (Q (|ie Editor. ,

a great book by all
■ of the writer's art and

Up-znd-Ccming
Mc

Reviewed by
Havter Preston

Page 10 ME

A Book that should NOT be banned

Scotland Yard Tracking
Obscenity Clews in Novel

11 fU.P.'— Scot-

The Dead”

,.r SO THEY SAY

Tlie Naked and the Well-read
To the gratification, no doubt, of its publish- r

Mr. Norman Mailer’s novel on the Pacific V/nV
began to draw the first shots in a barrage of Pr<—
criticism, favourable and otherwise; a week befcir
publication date.

'Sunday Times, May 1: — £. , ..
N BOOK THAT SHOULD BE WITHDRAWN r

The Naked and The Dead - . . is quite uuh’
for general circulation. No decent man cod! 4

— leave it lying about the house, or know wiH,-
I out shame that'his womenfolk were reading il

j •'. . incredibly foul and beastly.
• iday Pictorial, May 8:-—‘ •"

mi The book is filthy—but should n?4£<’
BANNED?!:.. •- T3

ill

books that have come out of
any war.

The terse, nervous writings
with its amazing control of
idiom and ruthless elimination
of literary phrases, swept me
along, sb right, so wonderfully
disciplined, is every sentence.

Now there is this question of.-
a moral issue.

In my view the book raises,
one tremendous moral issue-4 -
that of war—and in it all is
contained.

There will, no doubt, be many
readers who object to bad lan­
guage and will contend, witli
some justice, that it not only T
offends against good taste but is
also a blemish on a work of art

I confess I don’t feel this. As
an ex-soldier I know all about
filthy language, and I should be
a hypocrite if I said that I was

"shocked by it
But let every reader of “ The

Naked and the Dead ” decide
the question for himself, flor

-.me it is irrelevant.
Any demand for a withdrawal,'J

of the book on account of its '
thinly disguised swear words is I
preposterous. People who can’t -
stomach foul-mouthed talk arp
not forced to read the book. ( .<

Those who regard certain
words habitually in the mouths j
of British and American soldiers f
as meaningless decorations—a.
I do—won’t be affected. j.

As for the issue of pqr- ;
nography, I take it that a pofc r
jjographic book is one calculated 1
f<j excite sexual passion in the;
reader. If this indeed be the I

'p„Tt, then "The Naked and the i
jjead " can be given a clean bill
(A health. It is about as sexu- .
pjly exciting as a kick in the ■

ining Standard, May 3:
Shocking? Yes!

*’rrBANir? No!
i Dead" may be said to be religious.

the intent, although the execution does anjt- Q&ly Mail, May 7:— _ , a.*
ns. The presentation strikes me as complc£/y
ohonest. • • .* • - ■'

BANKED BOOK AT PUBLIC LIBRARY
Sir,-—Mny I take advantage of the work to the borrowing public Ln re-

Impartiality of your columns to com- *— •• ----- —J “ -
men I on the Leamington Library
Committee's recent decision to ban
Norman Mailer’s novel, "Th: .... 
and the Dead "? . opinions at second hand.

It is a cause for alarm that Alder-' Admittedly, there are passages in
The Naked and the Dead " which maybe taken aa unpleasant, yet recently I

have read a book from the ohelves of
the Leamington Public Library which
I am sure the Library Committee could

ONLY once before in nearly
two years have I opened
this page with the re­

view of a novel. Not C
have a grudge against ..
I can name at least six 1
that are among the v.
masterpieces

man Durham should recommend thia
decision without, admittedly, first
having rend the book; one cun only
surmise that he has allowed himself to
be Influenced by the few oracular,
adverse reviews which have appeared, not have examined. There are others.
and Ignored those which examined the • Tho . two main charges level!’-I
book objectively.’ The chairman, of against Mr. Mailer's book are (1)
the Committee, Aiderman Davis, does "Bad" language; (2) "Pornography.*
not appear even to have ' read the First, the language is that of it
reviews of "The Naked and the Dead," involved In mankind’s greatest evil,
much-less the book itself. Surely this 'legalised murder’ masquerading ’as
is a deplorable commentary' on the. "war." Second, invariably there are
functions of a committee which de-' no great spiritual urges unless accom-
cldes, in effect, what subscribers to the"4 panted by physical urges, also. The
Public Library shall read, and what Chairman’s question "is it a rellgitiu
they shall not It may well be that book?!-’ need not provoke amusement,
Norman Mailer has examined his duty : because in the sense that it denounces
to the reading public more closely than the evil of war, “The Naked and MWe
Leamington Library Committee. | Dead ” may be said to be religious —

From the novelist’s point of view the intent, although the 
treatment he receives at the hands of /make this abundantly clear.
Public' Libraries is lamentab’e enough Those who know something of ,'th e
already. In 1947 more than 285,000,000 young novelist’s heart-searching while
books were borrowed from Great . attempting to make something from the
Britain’s 599 Public Libraries at a cost . intangibilities of life, to translate
to the population af a little over .6d. aspects of life into terms of the
T^r -.head per annum. These nne spiritual, will not be shocked by Mr.
depressing figures, but they are not of Mailer. If they are shocked by the
pcr-amount importance. What gross ugliness of war, so much the
importance to those of us who offeir oUr better: Mr. Mailer will have accom-

WarTalfi - ■
• nPHE “Sunday Times,” calL-

* ing for the withdrawal by
>the publishers of “p?he Naked'
I And The Dead;” a massive
; American war novel due to be
■ published next Monday by
i Allan Wingate, has described '
•thebook as "grossly obscen^.”

The publishers contend that
, it is their " moral and literary

duty ” to publish the work,
They claim it to be “ a trpe.
picture of the way American

1 soldiers talked and behaved
during the war.”

Joseph Taggart, "The Star’s**
Book Critic, thinks the p6b-

' Jishers are right. He has read 1
this 700-page novel and wiH

‘ review it next Monday. ; .c,
The book had enthusiastic '1

reviews in America where it :
has sold more than 150,000.

.copies. It is tough and vivid.
' It is a serious work, and its <
25-year-old ex-G.I. author
shows real power and technU
cal skill. There are passages
of brilliant writing.

But parents will realise that
It ia not suitable for teen-agers.

better: Mr. Mailer will have accom­
plished a little of what he has set out
to do. Moreover, the message that this
bciok gives to at least one reader is

...... “that the battle of life is not so much
■ for, as against oneself, and that,

' successfully or fruitlessly, with “ bad "
t language on his lips, and “ pomp.-.

.{graphic’’ thoughts in his mind, mdn
will always seek God. It is-the part of
God within him struggling back to ■

: source. But one has to read the bo«
to discover this.

TJETEB. DEWHURST. '

to com- turn for a pittance—and offer it un­
Library grudgingly—Is that it should not be

... to b.-.n summarily dismissed by those who
The Naked have not examined it, but form their

London,

‘‘No decent man7>‘Vr0te'*tfe—Eaitor~of;-fhe’-SwrSay ‘Ti»iesi last-■
j | Sunday, “ could leave it lying about the house, or know without I
I! shame that tiij.jvomenfolk were reading it.” He was referring to an ‘
|l American war-book called The Naked and rhe Dead, which is I ■
I published over here next week, and when I read his stern words 1

I could not help feeling rather uncomfortable. For I am sorry I
B to say that I not only could but actually did leave this
i book, the American edition of which a neighbour had lent 1

I me, lying about my house for several months last winter
i until at last I remembered to return it, half-read. (Thom;.
®“powerful” and undeniably dirty, the book—a very long one-4' *
! is full of a synthetic toughness which I find boring, and I get

stuck in it.) I now stand convicted of moral turpitude, which is a:
thoroughly bad show, and what is more I am a little worried about' I

!' all these “womenfolk.” How many of these tender creatures ought
r ofie to have on one’s strength? The Editor of the Sunday |

seems to postulate an indeterminate but sizeable number!1
Counting my wife, but not counting Nanny and the cook, I cart.' I

■ orily raise three womenfolk in all, two of whom arc less than 1
. piht-size and won’t be able to read for several years—hardly worth, i
'■ as you might say, keeping a bullet for if we were attacked by Red !

. Indians. I feel pretty sure that the Editor of the Sunday J'inies ’
expects me to have more than this. What is a chap—.mJ no decent

publisher:

CAVALCADE

■y
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^the horrors of war; and an honest
j writer is not less rare than an
’ honest man.

If riiUr of 3Q or ’40
I death and violent f

.1 | one comparatively minor inc
-. ■■ n remains particularly in my

| The platoon are near the t
mountain and at the same

i time have almost reached the
■ { ;•*<:!( of their endurance. They

lite possible foj
> ban classics
a of Petronius
Ass of Apuleius

Recen t Wetion !

honest attempt by a re-
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V.S. wMlJ^EEJMMEP '
The American war novel, “The

Naked and the Dead,” by Norman
Mailer, has been banned from entry ,
to Australia by the Australian Cus-t
toms Department, A.P. reported from I
Canberra. Sir Hartley Shawcross,
Attorney-General, said in the House,
of Commons on May 1 that he did;' I
not intend to take any action in
Britain on account of alleged ob-,
scenity In the book. |

___ • • x7 /

Froddington Road, Southsea. J

“THE NAKED AND THE DEAD”
Sir,—A lot of nonsense has been talked and written recently about *77te
Naked and the Dead, and it is distressing to find in England such bour- . ‘
geois, old-maidenish hypocrisy as has been shown by the Sunday Times-
and now, alas, by the Spectator, about a book that has already sold, with- ■
out this kind of comment, 150,000 copies in a country not remarkably
free from either prejudice or intolerance.

Literary standards in this country are, one knows, appallingly low, but I
when responsible journals give approval to mildewed cant and self-indul- ■
gent prudery, pandering, as Sir Alfred Munnings did recently in a diffc.. . I
matter, to the vulgarity of mob approval, it is time some kind of pmrt 1
was made. Your contributor, Janus, should know well enough that •
medium of books is writing, and that only criteria relevant to the qu;
and truth of that medium are important. The sensationalist irrelevances’*'W

.of. Janus’s remarks are of the kind that give an exaggerated importance to I
j .nous, though not a great, book. Certainly The Naked and the Dead •

1 vjfi become important out of proportion to its real merits if it is ju<?''^
e a test-case for obscenity. Unfortunately, its “ repulsive, filthy, inde
in! lewd” qualities are only those which any normal man will fin?
$fv. particularly during a war, and I would like to see every sixth-!- ■

cad it, as a shock-absorbing prelinynary to his mixing in the aflH
’if n en.—Yours faithfully, Alan Ro: .

; R N.V.R. Club, W.I. . M

...........flenWrc
T1U- NAKED

DEAD

BSCENE,” says the Concise Oxford Dictionary—“ rCpul-
sive, filthy, indecent, lewd.” I looked up the definition

,____ in order to decide whether “obscene” was the jUst J** '
epithet to apply to the American novel The Naked and the Dead,
lo which some reference was made by my remplagant in this column
last week. And since a great part of the book is without any question
repulsive, filthy, indecent and lewd—whether or not within the
{leaning of the law as well as of ordinary usage—there can certainly
fee no hesitation about calling it obscene. With those who claim that
the book possesses certain literary qualities I do not disagree for a
moment. Its description of the operations of American soldiers
attacking a Japanese island is striking—well above the level of 'dr? I
average war-book. And the stark crudity of the language in tf.is
Sphere needs little apology. But that is not the outstanding featSBj g
of the book. The outstanding feature is its filth. No doubt American I
soldiers talk as these American soldiers are made to talk; no dqcflk
Someone will be found to claim that a faithful and detailed renriV
duction of the language of the barrack-room and the brothel is

, •• Some kind of literary or artistic benefit to mankind. No doubt sorb.1
I one will ardently defend the technique of the author in taking eacn
■ of his characters one by one and recounting, in terminology so esoteric
I as to be beyond the range of many readers, their various illicit sexual
< experiences. Ordinary people, with no pretence to puritanism, will,

I imagine, feel primarily disgust at a book * more intrinsically
! disgusting—apart from the purely military story—than any other
I I have ever read. It may do little actual harm. As someone has

its effect is emetic rather than aphrodisiac. But it is not
to find a publisher willing to offer it for sale in this

and make money out of what, if such a thing as
at all, is plain obscenity and nothing else.

........ reconnaissance •
: critic remarking that, platoon on an exploratory patrol ,’----- *- .--------- i the jungle and..,

/■ puts his orderly ■ •
... in charge of them. ■
platoon cuts its way ;

through the jungle with great
■ -iilty and is then ambushed ;
by Hie Japanese. The lieutenant : i

i L. -killed and the soldiers make,
1 rn‘unsuccessful attempt to climb .
I - .io great central mountain of-the J'
: I .’find to * fulfil their
■They return through tbs ^uncte <•
.utterly exhausted.,-to -learn rir. . J
• the Japanese front has coUaj*. :
/rid den ly, and c om pl e tely. :
; Toe* patrol In which they ■ i
' JiBfilayed such heroism and ,-fn N
? jleh three rr. n Lave died * •]
| . en quite unnecessary T nd ]
[ useless. ■ ‘ ’fl

• LUllo, 11 loll nillvl ILdllo, (...-.Id -
his private ambitions .’and;--

r 'sjpws- ■x xx uxu yuaooi . a ' But it is in the descriptions!
i full to-day. ’ -ti action that the book is

._ thirties Radcljac Iifitemorable. The general, held,
“TILE WELL OF LON'c- pp in his frontal attack, decides .
53 was banned, ane‘.’(o ’send the reconnaissance-
nt-critic remarking that platoon cr. ’ 1 x ’
d to choose between givir r, ■ through t
g girl a phial of prus^e-maliciously
“ The Well of Loneliness.” •: lieutenant i

"Id give her the prussic The plal
\’ext month “The Well uf • ’
ess" is being publish 'd
raicon Press in a complete ‘
of Radclyffe Hall’s work ,
is safe to say that many*!
who read it will wonder i
2 the fuss was about. [
noit famous recent cenAftr jl
re ~ that of James Joifle’s
SES.” Copies of a-T..* -f
P.e’.hew.” which printed,'/
er.ts of “Ulysces, v/c.e •
ir.d burned in 1920, .amj I
tk was banned in bdfijj
and America. In WK f|

r. it was admitted ‘yjwjl

back ■tf’T-i a p*ty censor-
*?“;•**■ I ship controversy obscurescensorship I J very real value of _JVIr.

much our yi:.. M-.aler’s book. Its overall piSiur'e?
the wars. ‘ ; bf the capture of a small Pacific

Richard ATdinr» n -Island is very well handled-i^cnara Agoing on ,£he Amerj,can sOidiers tb.ern-
—s outspoken >■. . .r <_'].^es are well distinguished nd

“ DEATH OF A IIEEL'.' * clearly outlined — the FatHgt-
psssages in the book wire jr-pded general and the sightly
i in asterisks, and in-..h ■.•^aical lieutenant who acts jut hi.-
atcry note Mr. Aldington ■-orderly, the iron-tough sergeant*
hat his publishers .had.- Cm/i his reconnaissance platoon'

him that certain woircls '-of j Italian Americans. Polish
rases in common use could • Americans. Irish Americans, each
printed in a book. It is * wifr u;~ ——u:..------i

■ say that nobody would so?
tn eyelid if the passarcs r !
mnted in full to-day •
:e early f ' ‘

The Naked and (be Dead. E_.'
I Norman Mailer. Allan Wbignte-

15s, net. .
[LJR. MAILER’5 long novel, which
I’* will be published in England
on MdncJay, is a ruthless and stylis­
tically dispassionate analysis of th:
human reaction to modern war. Hb
characters are a group of American
soldiers who arc part of the division
engaged in ousting the Japanese.
from the Pacific island of Anopopci.
And their range extends fron
General Cummings and his head­
quarters staff to the N.C.O.s arri
privates on “ kitchen patrol*
Between them these men make a
representative cross-section, although '
Mr. Mailer is at some pains t.
reveal their weaknesses and base |
appetites at the expense of then-
qualities. But war is no longer z
romantic pageant, and this novel*!
concentration on fatigue, despair.
deceit and, above all, fear, is as -B
should be. Sergeant Croft, Martinis '
the scout, Gallagher, Wilson and
the._others are not ennobled bj
battle.| In varying degrees the;
experience humiliation, and Mr.
Mailer shows that war usnallj ■
degrades the' participants. Then
have : been many novels and '
memoirs that have shown the other

- side fif the medal—the heroism. t’-._l
' close/ comradeship and the inspin--

tio.it i of danger. Mr. Mailer h;
devastatingly anti-romantic, with ijfi,

(result that he makes discomfortab ?:
reading. He reproduces the obscure 1
Imgdh franca of the mess-tent urn'.
the-jront-line; and his descriptions
of battle leave nothing to the
imagination — which, for those
readers who have not been in battle,
means at least that they will -*nc:’

; have* to cudgel their imaginations.
In these respects it is a sensa-

- tidnal and startling book, capable
I at some points of stimulating that
pricking under the skin which

,j accompanies a first reading of
Wilfred Owen. The ground-plan is

I simple enough, and consists merely
I of the story of the island’s capture
; from the Japanese. But Mr. Mailer
clearly has read his John Dos
Passos, whose influence can be

■ detected in the “back-flashes*
introduced to throw light not only

■ on the pre-war history . of the
characters, but also on the political
and social temper of America. Ths
device deflects the reader’s interest

' and loosens the texture of novel
that otherwise would be a remark-
able example of precision, in Spite
of its length.

1 ■*' Mri Mailer is a young man; ani
I; faulty] technique can be fo-pftT.
I > him. for his book is the work ,of * ■ :
i artist whose mind and intuitiqn at
i cqualjy keen. His intellectual’(v*•-..
i is at its most impressive in hi? •
■ trait of General Cummings, a i.--.
i rate soldier with a Machiavelli?
1 mind and the power-complex of

dictator. Cummings is what so?
. people would call a cynical ivalist

and kvhat others—of an out-Ju..
< generation—would describe as ij

Fascist beast. But he is a muci
more complex person than thu|
description suggests; Mr. Mailer h'.. (
drawn him in three dimensions.
“The Naked and the Dead." then
is a brutal, sincere and brillian:
book. Not everybody will be abb.
to stomach it, and not everybody

< THE NAKED
•' AjTO THE DEAD

-Shawcross : No action i

Attorney-General Sir Hart-
ley Shawcross told Par­

liament this afternoon that
after consulting the. Director
of Public Prosecutions he had
decided not to’ start proceed­
ings in the case of the novel?
The Naked and the Dead, on
the ground of its alleged ’ .
obscenity.
A prosecution, however, did

not require his fiat.
Sir Hartley said an Attorney-'

General should not use tl.i? .
criminal law to impose a censpi-r
ship on the frank discussions'of
some aspects of life on the ,
grounds that it was an offetice
against taste and manners.

He described this “tedious”.
book as “foul, lewd and revolt-i
ing,” but said it was likely to’
lead only to disgust.

•.» The book (author Norman Mailer.
Is a novel about American soldiers, fight­
ing on a Pacific island.

f. !

sunmiv. up 1
m ; contrnvvihv uhau!

: X.'Kc.d md fii. r. ;u: ■ cu btlil delirlui...
m the words that Jud .vil. fiidg a

Wqplscy used in admitting || thdy fl<_.
t.vifiE, ; " Ulysses ” for publication in the, -lumping

: .Vntted States: i||
, | fit contains many tcarasb-

‘ . J RBSialll/ considered dirty, but- I >
iSw'e not found anything that I ■.■ ■—cnptlCitJL.-fpY- rhp,nest-

B Bisider to be dirt for dirt’s- | fc to n
cfcc Each word of the book'

co|itributes like a bit of mosa'.c t
tozhe detail'of the picture which ■
d&ice is seeking to construct for
h | readers. Accordingly. I hold
rkat ‘ Ulysses ’ is a sincere and
honest book.”sensJJi.e Those words are as true of

years agom.c rhe Naked and the Dead" as of
that the ideal f ” Llysses.”
lat never needs? I

'mv Ioh . r jiiep (roll) on<5 rock lo
.moth-r, but lift th* lr leg'- with
their urniu and totter among the’
rocks.

In this plight, reeling and
skitiding up the mountain, they
stumble over a hornets' noct.
Dozens of infuriated hornets race
down the line of men like a
biuining fuse.” driving them to
dcl)rium. Terrified, the m£n

away rifles and packs a;
flee down the jungle wall.

I'.iuqtping with amazing agility
'd from rock to rock, ripping

words!' ihiough impeding foliage. t
• in such scenes as these Mr.

_ -*vl • vreporting is rars'ed to a
distinguished level of creation.
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AND THE DEAD
Shawcross : No action

A ttomey-General Sir Hart­
ley Shawcross told Par­

liament this afternoon that
after consulting the Directoi
of Public Prosecutions he hLi
decided not to start proceed­
ings in the case of the novr!
The Naked and the Dead. K
she ground of its allegW
opscenity. ' £ .

A. prosecution, however, {die
not require his fiat.

Sir Hartley said an Attorney
General should not use the
criminal law to impose a censor­
ship on the frank discussion of
some aspects of life on the
grounds that it was an offence
against taste and manners.

He described this “ tedious ”
book as “ foul, lewd and revolt­
ing,” but said it was likely to
lead only.tq disgust.

*.* Thcbe-jn (author Narman Mu’.er
K a novel about vuoi .<■ i i j.>. h.-., u _>u

1' . 1.. I : ..

Every form of
witch-hunt ulti­
mately defeats Its

own end. No exception Is
the self-righteous hue-and-
cry sometimes raised after
works of literature alleged
t<i be Indecent: for It whips
up just the wrong sort of
cfuriosity about the volume
criticised. ' /

, \ Suddenly the world proves vocabulary of the private soldierbe fun of ke'en students of eXcna-‘S
cifctemporary fiction, each de- - Ih® and Exhausted, being
t-Jmlned to procure a copy. - - ■ ■ ---— —
Book-reviewers discover unex­
pected .. friends. Whatever
Ipterests may at length be
served, they are not those of
morality.
.Such a commotion threatens to

develop around a new American
novel The Naked and the Dead,
r-. 700-page account of the experi­
ences of American enlisted men
on a remote Pacific island.

It contains many words that
are not usually prtoted: ,many jj,TOpnai
descriptions -ox trre .. Much, vf the Dead

____________ .^ r . r.‘ <Hr on Nr

iii^NAKED AND THt

DEAD ’
(Tottenham Library Buys It
! A copy of the controversial
V’.syerican.war novel “The
thid the Dead” has been bought.
by Tottenham library but "the
book has to be requested and in

..no. circumstances will, he issued
—...........lv" .e.vs.the:

• Mr. a w„

the Texan sergeant, and all the rest. This . I
seems a highly ambitious undertaking, cspccinH ' I
in a first novel, and for the most part thcMM
episodic glimpses of the past don’t conic oil.
The episodes remain contrived, the characters I
remain types rather jhan individuals. With its
action thus interrupted, The Naked and the •
Dead remains an impressive piece of observa- . |
tion and recollection by a young American, but
it falls short, of full achievement as war literature. B

Still, The Naked and the Dead has been hi
success and best-seller in America, and Mr. W
Mailer is so obviously in deadly earnest that9 t,
wondered again what it is that prevents talented I [
young Americans from writing still better. Is 1 |
their journalist fluency the enemy of their own
true style, or is it that they cannot ever step
sufficiently aside from their own work ? Arid /
is that condition, again, a product of the uh- JB
remitting high pressure of American life ? OU-
hand, one would say on the strength of The \
Naked and the Dead that Mr. Mailer had; a
considerable future as an American novelist. I J
It is of some interest to learn, incidentally, that
he was one of jhe principal speakers billed at
the recent “ Cultural and Scientific Conference
for World Peace ” staged at the Waldorf-
Astoria in New York. It had been generally I
expected that he would speak as a fellow-
traveller, the leading literary exhibit of the Peace
Partisans. Instead, in a speech which even
opponents described as painfully sincere, Mr.
Mailer completely dissociated himself from any
such position, ending with these reported words:

“ I have come here as a Trojan horse. .' I
had hesitated about coming here. I don’t
believe in peace conferences. They don’t do
any good. . . .

I am going to make myself even more fin-
popular. I am afraid that both the United
States and the Soviet Union are moving to-.
wards state capitalism. There is no future
in that. I can see the peoples of both America
and Russia—neither of them want war-2—
caught in a mechanism which is steadily
grinding on to produce war. The two sys-’
terns approach each other constantly. All a
writer can do is to tell the truth as he sees it. i‘
and keep on writing. I am sorry to be so ,
pessimistic, but I am a writer, and not a
political man.” .BUrjl
AU of which iinrTs a’little confused im.i '!

tincz, the nrrhaps, for iln: tcu.-oil quite promising. ‘
odrow WilsonT^

dreannr.g away about
Roth the unpopular ;

.nd Goldstein jhe quite popular Jew; Gallagher, I
n undersized slum Irishman from Boston, pre- !

‘Naked’ and the Yard
fPHREE v -pi of the criticised
A Am',;ucarjjiovel,-The Naked
and the Dead, have been
bought for the Director of
Public Prosecutions.

The Director (Sir Theobald
Mathew) asked Scotland Yard
to buy the copies. Detective-

pulvily, sex relationship-., woik, sudtj* rtn<l W
failure, which shaped them into the men Jhcyi
were at the time of the jungle battle—the -

bogs down.
Heavy rains flood their jungb?

bivouacs: forest clearings at. 2
forest paths ore dark and foul'
and slimy. The general broods •
on his plan: his subordinates
consider their position in terms
of insects, bruises, jungle sores.

Norman Mailer’s picture of
modern warfare is most impres­
sive when it is broadest. The
sweep of a cattle is conveyed with
extraordinary skilL Strategy
comes alive, and the mechanism
of the assault is as clear as on a
blueprint

But the novelist also introduces
us to individual fighters, illum­
inates their personal backgrounds,
lets us into the secret of their
fears and lusts and daydreams ;
ahd as an analyst of character he
is somewhat less successful.

Crowded canvas

HIS portraits are so
crowded and numerous

as to be at times contusing. Each
sitter seems more unprepossessing
than the man who came before
him. Only the general — a
slightly perverse theorist with
totalitarian tendencies — reveals
now and then a redeeming spark
of Intellect.

Hence a certain effect of tur-
gldltv, not to say monotony. “ The
Naked and the Dead ” is far (oo­
long. Norman Mailer drives
home his points as if he were
hammering in tent-pegs ; but his
bold excursions into straigb.-.-
forward narrative cannot fail i to
move you. The story of a pattc’.
behind the Japanese lines,
before the final victory, is isj
dramatic a piece of writing as I
have read for many a long month.

ending to a reckless gu’-lersnipe’s exterior,
FoSsh-American, and

Americans 1

episode that the average novelist
either omits or vaguely glosses
over.

Some passages are almost un­
bearably horrible. But then, war
is a horrible, subject: and the

sj-xtiiinnpniv me world Droves vocabulary of the private soldierI >^fu?l of keeiT students of 15 seldom very , carefully chosen,

shelled* on sf^landing beach or
sweating down a jungle path.

Norman Mailer's G.Is are a
stupid, coarse, and brutal lot.
They are presented by. the story­
teller in all their native ugliness.

But the presentation strikes me
as completely honest. It is bound
to repel: it need never corrupt
or deprave. Here are some of the
horrors of the field dressing­
station : none of the meretricious
titillation of the near-porno-'
graphic side-show.

Emphatically, “ The Naked and
.. n.ad ” is not a book for chll-

■'dren. Nor should it be handed
'■ - without due warning to any sensi-
;-I tive adult.
llf The less squeamish, however,
-j-may agree with me that this im­

mense and ambitious novel has
‘'outstanding literary qualities:
■ '-that it is as significant a book in

Its generation, as Henri Barbusse's
“ Le Feu ” or " All Quiet on the
■Western Front."

■ - .i On to "battle
I . ' rpHE story begins and ends
I I JL with a single campaign-,--
j First we see the troops on the eve-

; pf, the attack, follow them as thej.
' man the assault craft, watch thK
.preliminary stages of the gen?-
'.ral’s plan slowly grinding intp

action.
•The troops land: they are-,

(shelled on the beach : gradually 1
they plough through the forest to-.

• *1'wards the centre of the island; ’
dragging with them a vast accu-

•'•m’flation of intricate equipment.

J UNDER REVIEW
( i: The Naked and the Dead.' Norman Mailer. (Allan Winga

' I5s. Monday.)

. ... Book controversy
CONTROVERSY o'ver

Norman Mailer’s J war
book, The Naked and the Dead,

. 'has caused dissensio.. inside
. ,$he Sunday Times office.i *

••On May 1, in a front ba&e
sJory by the Editor, the Sunday J
Times urged that Mailers-

• - novel should be withdrawn.
The following Sunday the
paper reported that it had
received many letters—“too
numerous to print ”—about |.he

. frock. One, from the President-.
of the .English Centre of Ithe
PEN, was summarised in a few
Words. ;

fr I have seen a copy ofkthe
.. letter. An extract is :

• J" The Executive Committee of
ine PEN has just passed a reso­
lution condemning strongly any
invocation of a law which so.
patently makes no distinction

", b ‘tween pornography, that which
1, -5s deliberately written to excite

lust. and books exploring
■ - . SeriouslyTiuman experience.” ■

’The Sunday Times did i
■ mention the name of the PL*v
; President who signed the letter.

It is Mr. Desmond MacCartfry.
He is the Sunday Times’ own
literary crHic.

»ntrary.
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itics of‘the I' to decide. In these day:
dealing with’ . lias gone a very long way
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due to a \ ai iin^Isf "da: to
youthful exuberance, to elderly

[Mlfl gradual creation of the meq of
this platoon, together with that

’ a group of officers including the
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an has assumed genuine authenticity

died
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.'specially in the case of
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I grab widely for this book 'A
not be capable of understand!)
but will feed on the carrion; th
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danger to be expected from them stated;
nowhere is a standard of judgment set
forth.”* The judge then pointed out that
the word “obscenity” has no inherent
meaning as to what it. is and as to what
it does, that different meanings given to
it at different times are not constant,
either historically or legally and that, in
his opinion, it is not constitutionally in­
dictable " unless it takes Ute form of
sexual impurity, i.e., * dirt for dirt’s sake ’
mid can be traced to actual criminal be­
haviour, either actual or demonstrably
imminent.”

The judge believes that the consensus
of preference to-day is for disclosure and
not for stealth, for frankness and not

■J bi the circumstance
M*t the public there has tended to

avert the r eye:, merely vcdjj
line , the value of the expositiA

By the time one hrs v.acifl
through the 721 solid pages o; ■
Is overwhelmingly Impressed I '

•c Mailer's qualities but it is not till
to the|the last two pages that his truly

I -‘rThe Naked and the Dead,” a novel pub­
lished by Binehart and Company of New
York of which some 200.000 copies have
been sold, averaging about 2,000 copies
a week. It is still among the first five
best-sellers in America after heading the

■ list for over seven months.
■' The Sunday Times in its issue dated
May 1 calls for the withdrawal of the book
on tlie ground that “ large parts of it arc
so grossly obscene that it is quite unfit
for general circulation”: further that “ No
decent man could leave it lying about the
house, or know without shame that his
Womenfolk were reading it." The Sunday
Times admits that “ Mr. Mailer is a writer
of exceptional gifts and much of the book
has real value.”

Our view, which we have expressed on
similar occasions in the past, is. that to
akk for the withdrawal of a book is likely
to stimulate the demand for it, not neces­
sarily from prurient motives but out of
sheer curiosity.

i ‘ AVc have not read Mr. Mailer's book and
s lherefore cannot say if, in our opinion,

it deserves censure and censoring and, in
:■ fact. wc should not like to be called upon

to! decide. In these days, public opinion
__ y, some would say

| too far, from the early Victorian niis-
' conception that women did not possess
legs, and in many other ways, in the
cinema, the theatre, in ’ books, news­
papers, official announcements, and the
radio there is a freedom of expression
which would not have been tolerated half
a century ago.

By what standard, and standards are
always changing, can one j,udge what is

a young American
E: \RD\VELL

;lit that 'll ndi'ii • nlluence de-
d ms ir oth< b.'.-k cell.*>1 ship cases.

distribution. That jn itself, he says,
a moral .code.

In his summing up the judge said:
“ Who can define the clear and pres

danger to the community that arises fr
reading a book? If xve say it is that the j I
reader is young and inexperienced and
incapable of resisting tlie sexual tempta- |
t’ions that the book may present to him. ■
xve put the entire reading public at the
mercy of the adolescent mind and of ,
those adolescents xvho do notJiave the
expected advantages of home influence, !
school training, or religious teaching. Nor '
can xve say into hoxv many^uch hands
the books may come. ... If the argument
be applied to the general public, the situa­
tion becomes absurd, for then no publica-

aboul him. It is notoriously difficult
for a novelist to handle a large number "
of characters in simultaneous action,
ami the way in which Mr. Mailer har-t
tackled this part of his task is beyond 1
praise ; asr indeed, is his handling of j
atmosphere, of the horrible landscape, I
the detestable climate of Anopopei.
His book abounds in incidents which
are unforgettable.

Mr. Mailer’s range is tremendous,
and he is quite as much at his ease in

accepted fifty or even
ago is no true guide for to-day, yet the ‘l
law, under which action may be taken is
still the one-hnndred-year-old ruling ’pf .
Chief Justice Cockburn by which the its!.,
of obscenity xvas “ whether the tenden- >
of the matter charged as obscenity is h»-’
deprave and corrupt those whose miv .
are open to such immoral influences-Suw .'
into xvhose hands a publication of ti:
sort may fall.” As Sir Stanley Unxvift
says in his “Truth About PublishiogCF
this definition “ leaves the publisher. M ■
demonstrate in effect that all his publica­
tions are suitable for innocent schoolgirffij
Some of us publish for adults and, if ch X
lenged, xvould find it more than di flic tw. 5
to pass Chief Justice Cockburn’s tej ’ •
Although Mr. Mailer’s book has been. «■
sale in America for a considerable tiiwl
and has been, and is being, extensive®' , •
advertised, so far asjvve know it has nevM I
been challenged under any of the many
obscenity statutes or by any of the maA I
anti-vice vigilantes. In a recent prosenBH
tion in Philadelphia, reported in th/
“ Publishers’ Weekly,” a number of booW 19
sellers were indicted for selling CcrtnS
books alleged to be obscene and the Jud# I
ruled that the books xvere not obseeS.i
because the statute under which actyS ;9
had been taken defined “obscenity” &
terms of synonyms for itself and therefpS
lacked real definition, and also because:*!
had never been tested with respect
serious current literature. The judge,
the course of a fifty-page opinion, saSM
“The full xveight of the legislative pro­
hibition dangles from the word ‘ obsceriBI
and its synonyms. Nowhere in the statute
are these words defined; nowhere is tlie,

e searched
.d and

mJ 1 'he X'ariation between this and Chief
Jufliio C»»ekburh’s ruling should not.bq’
dSidhu.lAd. Krt, “P.C. £ B.B.”
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unravelling the complexities of tl
General’s mind as he is in <’
his G.I.s, who have few thoughts f
beyond the total absence of womer). ]
This book most adequately carries out'
the author’s intention, to .show us »
“ what it was like ” ; and in this sense*
it is a triumph.

We come back al last to the question
of its length, and whether il is justified ;
and here we must moderate our praise.
Mr..Mailer has been so very much at (
pains that we shall understand every­
thing, that htf has chosen to adopt the
somewhat questionable device of inter­
leaving his chapters of direct narrative
with sections headed “The Time
Machine,” in which, in broken and
neo-Joycean prose, he has given us
lengthy'accounts‘of the past lives of all
his principal characters. These are
often brilliantly done, but they have the

r._,— ------- ------ o- ----- effect of stemming the flow of his -
ifl . Japanese collajpse; and, as .we narrative. I think that' in his desire to
llow its course,we find ourselves gjvc Ug the'whole of the truth, Mr.

.................. - Mailer has, artistically, weakened his *
book. ;l■ i I

It just remains to add that this is bjl
no means a volume that Mr. Podsnap
would have thought suitable for “ the
young person.” Nothing whatever' is
left to the imagination1; no physical
function remains • undesetibed ; 'and
none of the words thilt are often repre­
sented by dashes are so represented.
If you are a person capable of being
bhocked, this book will probably shock
you and I leave it with an uneasy

Forever timber
kith a work of which the mere
ksical bulk is prodigious.

■kith novels under my consideration
. -bL week are decidedly prodigious.
' Tilomas Mann’s new book is just
1 uinfer three times as long as the usual
• ihAel, while the new American best-
;\*eMer, The Naked and the Dead

(Y'ingate, 15s.), is considerably larger
c-en than that. It is interesting to
■ insider whether, in either case, this

1 I istness of scale justifies itself.
Mr. Norman Mailer, the author of

d 1 le American book, is beyond all
-’ question a most remarkable young

>an. Leaving Harvard in 1943, at the
r’k. , atge of twenty, he was at once plunged

ijilo the fighting in the Pacific ; and
when, three years later, he received his
discharge he proceeded immediately to

■A toe composition of this novel, his first,
5 »p|o which he has succeeded in packing
< everything that he experienced during
, his years as a soldier. Moreover, since
jt. •. 1 are informed that he started his

> jok in his twenty-third year and
'Axqmpletcd it before his twenty-fifth, it» i t_--- „u

. i tc find that its. great length was due to
: w lat I have above called youthful

- ’ uberance.
Close scrutiny, however, by no

means bears out this expectation, since
re is uncommonly little of im?

Maturity about Mr. Mailer. He writes,
his narrative and descriptive passages,
cool, easy and perfectly controlled
osehis grasp of character is sure ;
s point of view is both adult and
mpassionaie. His story, reduced to

simplest terms, is concerned with
e conquest of. a Japanese-held island
hich he calls Anopopci, that might
ry well be Leyte, in the Philippines.
jlh him we follow the whole ghastly,
rojc campaign from the. moment
at. the assault-craft go in until the
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The Naked and the Dead”

Norman Mailer.

pwing increasingly familiar with the
oup. of soldiers—a reconnaissance
ityon of some fourteen men-*-through
we cytp the author has chosen tp
jvtf us what happens.

The Publishers* Circular and Booksellers’ RecordA remarkable novel by | Q
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I hardly’seems p
in his early tw

I such a rang*
intellectual gra

| ness of technii
i extraordinary

that which is deliburut b'
to excite hist, > ml . i -’'

If'-phring seriously human, .■ ,i»• rumA
j did not mention pornography

distaste, as faithful, if too meticulous, re­
portage, for our own contact with the
American soldier showed him. in gehera!.
to have little reticence in the recital c.
his personal experiences. Most of.them
seemed to have the habit of. breakin:’
down and discussing themselves, and to
be quite incapable of leaving their minds J
alone.

Norman Mailer has not yet learned, to
write selectively but sets dow.n' every
action and thought of the campaign with
—to use his own words in another con­
text—“a loving use of bigger words than;
are really necessary.” tie deals faith­
fully with every situation from combat |
(one of the pompous words like
"logistics,” "transportation.” and ‘‘indoc- '
trination,” to which the U.S. Army is
devoted) to malingering and bereavement.•
The result, is 720 pages, about half of ;
which may be skipped without loss of ■
continuity, a long woolly work which |
never quite reaches the stage of being, I
downright boring. The excitements are
brief, which is true of any warfare, and •
the reward for the patient reading of his ;
book is the .conviction that one has seen.; , i
ah authentic’picture; warts, and tall, of J1
the American bn active service: . I •<

• fl ; "

hed today, ■
11 term

I TT seems a hard
1 say about a hex
j as this, but it is the k
in which it does

[if you lose you
1 up at page »
' hundred and s
much the same
there is no plo
to one it

■ single ch
outbids t1"
simply,
painting.

Herald Reporter ’
A COPY of the America.^

* , war novel, “ The Nailer! ■
and the Dead,” which
caused controversy amdag:
British reviewers, ■ has b; en
sent to Scotland Yard by the ,
Home Office.

I Detective Inspector Chesney
his been told to read it and nji cc
a’detailed report to the Director-
of Public Prosecutions, Sir Theo­
bald Mathew.

Saw Shawcross
The book, written by Norman

Mailer, tells the story of a group
of American soldiers fighting the
Japanese on a Pacific island. It
was published here on Monday.

It has been suggested that some
of the language used in the book
is obscene.

The Director of Public. Prosecu-!,
lions has alre.'.dj c ' . c L the'
novel with Sir Hartley Shawcross.1

I Attorney-Gen?rab

criticism
iy FREDERICK

'■fc-lE book The Na
I the Dead by?
Rier (Allan Wlngil

T(i the matter of The Naked and
lire; Dead (Wingate, pp. 721, 15s.) our
duty as liberal and educated people
is clear. If it comes to a showdown
we[ stand by Norman Hailer. His
..cck is good, and
perhaps better than that. There has
Men some conjuring up of the ghost
off what Henry James called “that
Rfiadamanthus of English literature—
‘hd Young Person.” Presumably
British grown-ups have enough moral
fibre to read without becoming

’demoralised a book about soldiers
fighting, frightened, swearing (which
everybody knows most soldiers do all
the. time—and in any case almost
everybody has been a-soldier; even
the women have been in uniform by
the hundred thousand), and about
soldiers and their women and soldiers
getting wounded and killed. As for
the Young Persons, those belonging
to; what used to be known as the

■ working classes are commonly
. enlightened very early about

elemental things, and the other boys
■ and girls are not nowadays brought

up prudish. But in fact “ The Naked
: and the Dead ” will only be scavenged
■ ipr obscene passages by those whose ,
. taste or fancy is already for such!
.nourishment. It is a powerful, well-

"* ’ ■ 1 — —I-.
| ) uuunmiun.il!,, -----—
(planned, and excitingly intelligent ’ r

book: a far more remarkable, ’ I
achievement than there is space tps‘.
describe here.

■ An American brigade is fighting the A
Japanese on a Pacific island. We .arc
made intimate with individuals of all.

■ ranks from the G.I.s to the General..
(Some of them are perfectly respectable,
kindly, and restrained.) From time foqK
time there is a flashback to the private
home life ot one or another of our -71
heroes, and these passages, though w-

’ brilliant in their analysis, are in some J
I cases the weakest links in the sequence : ,
I in their compression they are a little too
magazine-slick. When one considers
that Mr, Mailer is still only years

i old the range and the ,.’.ishows

By THE EDITOR j ,.'..

zpHE SUNDAY TIMES has received';-
’■I” many comments on my reference
last week to the American novel,
“ The Naked and The Dead ” and the
considered opinion that it ought to
be immediately withdrawn from
publication in this country.

The letters are much too numerous to

grint. Most of them support that view,
ut there are many others that are

strongly opposed to any suppression of a
book on the ground that it is grossly
obscene.The obscenity is generally admitted; . '
not onlv by the correspondents of Tur
Sunday Times but by other journals that, i
have joined in the discussion. One of <
rfi- f. describes the book as ” appalling,";. I
another says it is "horrible."

. Yc.lerdav a letter came from the Pre: I' • .......... ..... „r tju, /

Books of the Day i”/■

NEW NOVELS
Bi/ Paul BZoom/ieZd

seem extraordinary. His assessment of I
something nearly as universal as f(A“- .
inspired-by-danger comes out in
superb dialogues between the Gen< .. _
and his aide. Most people who re-..A.
three- times 26 never tumble .to*
fraction of -what Mr. Mailer has.alrei By
found out about the psychology of
men who want power. In the 1’.
future-which may be ahead of manli; •
the misfortunes of- the masses - v 11
seldom any more come to them from a
lone ' dictator-r-much from countfisi
bosses and managers like Mr. Mailer s
not altogether detestable General ... .
And what a lot this story tells us about
that subject of such.prime interest in
the twentieth' century : the 'American.- i
One feels, of course, that Americans
get too much to eat in war as in peace.
How can one not'become rather more
animal than befits a human being
so much rich food to eat ? “ The Naked
and fhe Dead.” is a little too long—Jnot
much; and one must-msist_that the com
struction is master?-’. . _ TTT'V’’.

r.yone who has lived in a
M learned to observe
SSenUal innocence of foul

Slovenly Indiscipline
If there is one thing wnich is truly 1

appalling about this work it is not its

I Mostly words but its revelation of a
s'.ryenly indiscipline that seemed to make-

: lories accidental, and hatred and frus-
tra tion the common emotion in all the
•../des. It shows the^sen^br n.c.o. not as a
leader but as a being just a little tougher j
than his fellows, and one to be addressed i -

; .. r'umentatively and with obscena ||
familiarity by the enlisted men.

This is the account of the campaign |
if an American task force on a small .
Pt.cific island. It examines the personnel I-
::zm the General down to every last “
in a reconnaissance platoon. It analySi
motives and. in exhaustive fl ash-back.,,
-f-’eals the emotional background of each
q1 them These excursions into the past

. is of the soldiers are perhaps execs- J
sivelv concerned with sexual experience, ;
a&df-this form of discussion overflows into i

[ tl.ejr conversation in camp, on guard, and
' catroL

.»e must-take this, maybe with sow

<1TY when it is spelled out and written down is shocking, for a
while, but even in a book one gets accustomed to it and it becomes
igless and as unnoticed as it often was in the conversation of soldiers.

The Naked .<xd nu: Dead (15s net: Allan Wingate), by a very young
an. Norman Mailer, by reason of the unequivocal coarseness of i|M

has made a sensational appearance in its British edition.
t has been urged that the
!d be withdrawn. It would
thus to deny us the most

ing. the most detailed, and
laps the most tediously honest

dyjhat there has ever been of the
lerican soldier.
he impact of "The Naked and the
d ” is similar to that made, when its

was In his infancy, by " All Quiet
CM Western Front.” It is coarse, it is
: rhaps unnecessarily physiological, but
? is no more pornographic than that.
—:.er war novel. The sensitive should

d it. but it should not give offence to_.u_ < -- «...a •_ barrack_room
the frequent
language.

,THE horrors of war
The Naked and the Dead. By N

He write.-, on behull of theexeCU- tdV .wtiw “-•« rr
; U coinniliu-e, which has pulsed a refo- . (o; .orihijj of-up i cl ion Lik

ndeinning any invocation , oi ' hokt.s that in extreme ca^e? bt obscenity

. By ALAN MOORBHEAD

uuunmiun.il
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»lr. Mailer is political

eallh. B> Dougins Reed. C:ip<|

Wrrn movement.
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Bv William Sansom. (Hogarth Press Ltd., 9s. 6<1.)
..LES. Bv Ivan Bunin. (John Lehmann Ltd., Us. 6<1.)

THE NAKED AND THE DEAD. By Norman Mailer. (Allan Wingate, Us.)

Mailer’s is a highly subversive book by
the standards of the Committee on Un-American
Activities; but I cannot see how anyone can
find it pornographic, since so far from
stimulating sexual fantasy, it reduces it to
its dreariest physical level. What interests
me is that this book should have become
a best-seller in the USA. Remarque made
his name in a* Germany, disillusioned and
convulsed by the agonies of defeat, but even there
he aroused outraged opposition. Americans

' apparently accept Mr. Mailer with quiet maso­
chism. Reading every day about the unassail­
able strength of the American way of life and
the necessity of preparing for the next war, do
they find in Mr. Mailer an outlet for their sup­
pressed anxieties? This may be a partial explana­
tion. Another part, no doubt, is the fierce American
tradition of muck-raking. It is one of the para­
doxes of American democracy that, although it
condones wickedness, it revels in its exposure.
As we know from Grapes of Wrath or even the"
routine gangster film, no country flaunts its- vices

to what he considers,
ism and he has presehttd' ■

ummings as a kind of personification
ee; with the result that the General is,

I feel, far too glib with his opinions, too self-
revelatory. too naive a figure to be the mature
man of fifty we are to suppose. Or am I not
making sufficient allowance for the difference
between British character, which I know, and
American character, which I do not? This
ignorance of the American scene makes it difficult
for me to judge what is of great importancein
a book of this kind, the emphasis given to cer
issues such as anti-Semitism and what
Mailer seems to regard as a kind of guilty fee
among the officers merely because they
officers.

One certainly feels the foreign-ness of all tl
soldiers; and the fact that in spite of this I
are all, with one or two exceptions, unmistaki__ ,
flesh and blood, living, yearning, fearing 'nfniil.
dying is as good a compliment as Mr. MSilgCi
could hope for and one, incidentally, that no
American critic could pay him. What the
Americans could seize on, however, is that
pessimism and disgust in the writing which is
so strikingly apparent in The Naked and the .
Dead and is no less strikingly absent from British
novels about the recent war. We seemed to have
worked- this out of our systems in the ’twenties .
with such plays as ‘ Journey’s End ’ and such’
novels as Death of a Hero. Why there should be
this contrast in spirit betwen Mr. Mailer’s novel
and a contemporary British novel of comparable
scope such as Alexander Baron’s From the City,
From the Plough (and I believe the reason goes
deeper than any personal difference between the

I-aro^noE going-to be prcsumptObQs

-- --------  —----- * , ' VJX4C VFl VHU VL
original imagination, so that bls short 1 th® senior officers who also figure In
etdiles have already given him ajepu-

' n as one of tne most interesting ,
ie younger writers. I £
be Body,” his first novel, Is.- a
of the fantastic edifice which-;i

u can build out ot nothin- bu. h!S ;
own jealous imagination. Henry, who
O'tViL a hairdressing business, lives in a
Lonhon suburb. He is a mild, prim; :
unrtciable, mkkjle»ag,ed man,
duyoted to hiplump, comely, placid
v.ipJ lie sees a new neighbour;
Cliarles Diver, approach the houst—
and’thinks that he sees..hlm_6tarln^
through the window into the bathroom-
where Madge is washing

’ C'•£ I j

country, ana wnose appearance nere nas MM-.v> majority a uumucr oi pages or this-dook-^-
preceded by sensational rumour. Like Elephant i V- be found repellent; they employ a vocabii- J;
-nd Castle, The Naked and the Dead is extremely 1 lary at which the most hardened can but blenclJ. I|

ng; though, in this case, the action occupka ' I equally feel, however, I should add this: TU P
r/i than three months and the scene—South1 ” ’ ’ "
gxifjc island of Anopopei, on which the ,
ins make a landing, and on which fh y'
lally mop up the Japanese—is geographical!?.'
nail. . f- .-
[The size of the book is accounted for by, it'
picture : the story fans out into the prc4v.ir
vilian lives of the soldiers, their interior
lagcs and monologues during the time on’
ie island, and their hopes for or fears of pcrRl’

1 characters pin-pointed by Mi.
net: one has sorted them out.

General Cummings, Major

lights

If The Naked and the Dead—Norman Mailer’s
novel on the Pacific war, due for publication by
Wingate next Monday—had been a product of the
Russian State Publishing concern, I have no
doubt that the State Department would have
tried to ban it as a Communist vilification of
America. . Actually it was issued months ago by
an American publisher, has sold over 250,000
copies and been read, I suppose, by well over
2,000,000 .Americans. ’ Now the Sunday Times
has begun a campaign for the suppression of
riie. British edition on the rather quaint ground
that our women must be protected. It is true
enough that the conversations of Mr. Norman
Mailer’s soldiers are almost exclusively concerned
with “ birth, copulation and death.” But I doubt
whether the sort of woman who will grapple with
this intensely serious war novel will learn much
that she did not "know before; and I fear that, as
has happened before, the only result of newspaper--
condemnation will be to make a number of dirty-
minded people spend 15s. only to find themselves
disappointed. The Naked and the Dead is
truthful in two important respects. It makes war
intensely disgusting and it makes the talk of the
sax-starved male as monotonous and boring as it
really is. But is it a true picture of America?
Apart from a Fascist general and a Communist
intellectual, everyone is unspeakably dumb, brutal
and vicious. In a series oF flash-backs we see
the, home environment of the dozen main
characters, Chicago racketing, Southern peonage,
Detroit sluflidom, etc., etc., and we learn why
the conversation on the island is almost entire?’
concerned with M fugging.” Despite spasms ' of-
nausea and patches of boredom, I couldn’t help
finishing this appalling bock. Air. Mailer does
what he sets out to do—to prove, not the wicked­
ness of war (there is none of Remarque’s pacifism
here), but that war is merely the continuation of
the American way of life by other means.

ave no better thort illustrat
Mr. Mailer’s power than
ation on Staff Sergeant Ci

coms" or G.I.'s Croft, Gallaglu
WjImiii, Martinez, " Red," Roth,
Monetta and on«- or hwj other').

, ag SPSS'S tf 5

hspJPp®!s “ a fi 2 2 g u - h
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O say of a novelist that he reajly,.:
writes sounds like a paradps,_
but is far from it. Plenty oi' :

people tell stories and even create:
characters who do not choose each
word, consciously or unconsciously rby
instinct and training, because It is the
exact word that expresses for them
what they want to present. William
Sansom is one of those who really
write.
, -His work is not always even, butput
hag a voice of his own and a spark’ni

the title suggests; thls'is a frank
ire of men fighting in a tropical

their
stripped of the coverings of civilised
dlfcl Mr Ifr/’cr
their physical 1___
unvarnished language, ___ _____
Jneryes that underlie their astounding

.(»•'?*'C.gC. vl*C dCCp wZvuxcxiy ufxcui>iuil
between them under a layer of defen­
sive- callousness, the pangs of their
enforced celibacy with the memories

fantasies to which this drives
■.then), their agonies of jealous
iniafiinatlons about wives whom they
'cannot protect, their yearning over
.th? photographs of babies whom they
•iiavo never seen.
—Ohe of the temptations of the first
novelist is to put in everything he
knows, and'’‘The Naked and the
Dead ” could have been Improved bv
.cutting, but it is better for a young
vjiiter to start with plenty in his

.mlhd and to learn to select, than to
-.spin out a slender thread of
^tgerience.

-I—There is a lifetime of experience :
:Dfere, and although in xnnuv ways this
i l more like reporting than a novel,
i| is-very good reporting, a v’gorous
and candidzattempt_tojbr‘.ng
it really is p« d >K?ldle > ? ‘ l.'j

. 'ire within > ■

e Naked and the
Dead," by Norjna,n-.
Mailer (Wingate ; 155..), ,

is for the reviewer a bit of;
a proposition. Here is| an,'

American war novel which has swept its j I a&g unfair to him : I must say, Cierefarc,' th
country, and whose appearance here has -by ’the majority a number of pages of this-booi

j most hardened can but blenclj
however, I should add this: Tty.

I
ed and the Dead should not be denouncer
earsay, or on the strength of ", skimming." ji
Mailer is a serious artist who has embarked 1
1 a large, important design, in the execution 1, 'hich. he has stopped at nothing: I cannotit this to be what he intended, a comprv -

k. usive picture of war, though based on only a ’
segment of the world battle-front. It is Mso i
a master-picture of action : the passage toward?. ,
the end, the platoon attempting the mountain,
i; magnificent. A second purpose has been ;
Ik reflection, in this handful of men, of chaotic, 1 ■ '
cosmopolitan and in the main still voiceless '
... (<irica. I cannot regret my survival (for it
w.d a case of that) of an entire reading of 1
7 Ad Naked and the Dead : ultimately, something j
w.14 added to my experience. What is likely/. ,
I . he this novel's fuliuu in this country, I ?

< luiiuit say.

Reviewed by LE/'TidE COOPER
ivelist that he reawLtf’ ' , j’ rr<f ,

.. I The soldier s.sfar
v.J. be published on Monday, Is a

.verj] long novel about the war in the
Pacific by a young American who
■served there. He tells the story of a
reconnaissance platoon who took
paw in the assault on the island of

■'Anapopei from the first landing under
•firef to the last mopping up of the
J: phnese. His account * of the
P'.?. boon’s experience is varied by flash-
■}''n-ks to the pre-war lives of the
’yarjous soldiers and of one or two of
;tbo|book. * 6““'

bmH. . . ______ ____o ...__
island against a cruel enemy, and

Mr Mailer describes* faithfully
physical hardships,

.o------------------- -=r--oc, the racked
_______  . He is a mild, prun, -nerves that underlie their astounding
iciable, midijle»aged man, pl^ljOy.'' (courage, the deep brotherly affection

He

ms
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Allan Wingate, 15s.

'to retaiu* but the only DOUGLAS WARTH mon
War,

! for its withdrawal before publication. I had 1uau uuja i —--■■v.nn
Surely people can chofts? r’’t
for themselves. It stri|(b»j ’ —»-

ton;

Paof

Based on letters 1

and lackoiaio

essentially serious n Us

Inj:

Ml cullet

J

hpared by

lions uith c
officer?

&I due to'
book-

I
' tfo dccwFinaii' cent it -Icavq ■ i
lying about the house, or knaio\
without: sjw^t£lL&.jLi£.-iDomefe-'

'fbUFwere reading it. r ' '

I was distressed last week when so dis­
tinguished a paper as the Sunday <Times re-

• viyed the reprehensible practice of condemning a
i book—The Naked and the Dead—and calling-

scrlbcs It as “ quite unlit
for general circulation,"
and says: " No decent
man could leave it lying
about the house, or know
without shame that his
womenfolk were reading
it." i

It may be that I have
lost a sense of decency
that book reviewers, for

purdah. I must f;iy I
consider it an iivaih to a
woman’s intelligence’ to
" protect ” her from
reality, and out of date
in these emancipated
days when women vote,
.and work, and go to war.

The best way to pre­
vent obscenity is to open

I the lid and stop it fester-
' I..-. As. long as im­

morality- is a forbidden
fruit people will think it
w deliciousas long as.

■ those four-letter words
copies of banned books are kept out ?f print they
are passed around with • will retain their shock
furtive glee. value and eontihue" in

Why ban any book? widesnreid and unsuit­

shock I got from the book
was the shock of reading
dialogue between soldiers
that really rang true.

I was bored, when I re­
covered from the shock—
as I am bored always by
the incessant and re­
peated use of that epithet
that soldiers, stockbrokers
and so many millions of
men use as their inevit­
able adjective of em­
phasis.

And. I admit, I found
the book filthy—as filthy
as a slice of real life is
when you dig below the
conventional surface, par­
ticularly on a battlefield.
But I certainly see no
reason for banning a book
on this account.

— What is the effect of
de- ’ such a ban ? Smuggled

“ODD MAN OUT"
Is given complete
freedom to express
his own opinions, how-
over unpopular they
may be. “ Odd Man
Out” Is

almighty
ate when

body tries to bring out
wk that contains some

those ■•unprintable"
rJs concerning our
lily functions,
i seems there is an
•n conspiracy to keep
e gap between written
J snoken English so
de that half of the
>ple will never know
w the other hypocriti-
l half are living, and
r grandchildren will
ver be able to guess

hat earthy creatures ex-
rience has made of
ost of us.
Tomorrow a book called
he Naked and the
ad ** is due to be pub-

hed—if it is not with-
■wn as “ grossly ob­
oe ’’ at the instigation
the Editor of the

Sunday Times."
It is a life-size pen-por-
ait of .American soldiers

action against the
.pancse, as authentic
id honest as a slight
ning-down of those for-
dden four-letter words
11 permit.
But the Editor of the £
'unday Times"

Normas Mailer : Tike the
Normas Lewis : Saria-a. Cape. 9s.

Raieeart Ft her : After Sly Ovu

m-O' eta

tQ I
CL sejv<
G

le<i. The result is that,
of the feeling of. con vic'
Mailer’s writing generate:,
grov.. increasingly un
Ther are good episodes e
in the great amorphous
driplion, ,shre-d ana;
character, some subtle rc'.cL

for themselves. It strict->
me these “ wicked ” woraEg
would come as less o(-. a |
shock to the adolescent I
who picked up a bo3h ■
and read them, there,]
quietly, than they j1 ■
when an Army sergeant,
bawls them out hi (rout?
of the young recruit. I. !

There is, of course, the ■
illusion that women are;
nicer-minded than nubrJ
and must be protects.J
from unsavoury sights.
and sounds. It is a stati'
short of putting them Irr

r. It ha . i/jld nlo/f*
J-'50-000 copi'-s. topping tail*

F-vU lor eight months. I .

Large parts
>t ‘ it arc so
grns.lu obscene
that it 1.7 quite
unfit for gen­
ii Hl circulation.

Oi ulMli: n h

story's <
the cen!
final result
account of a
the various
to substantii

The virtu
Mailer’s ap;
nothing out.
the campaign to its e
selection of material.
away of detail to keep
live moving, to give si

--■j 1 lieved that this kind of attack before publicati in
__ > -r. - I . was a thing of the past

I: ',/>J] T |f|(fh’v.-'G• | i I had not, .however, intended to say mtj.h.

irefose to
stop bookii
; News Chronicle Reporter j

A LONDON firm oj pub­
lishers last night dqL;

fended their action in issuing-
a? book described., as “ so
grossly obscene that it is
c Elite unfit for general circug?
lation."

The “ Sunday Times ” which
■yesterday applied this descrip-j
tion to "The Naked and
The Dead,” by Norman Malley, |

' an American, urged that it should |
be immediately withdrawn. Bift I
the publishers, Allan Wingate, j

I Ltd., have no intention of doing j
so. .Ft

! Mr. Andre Deutsch, managin" b
' director of the firm, told me last i1

night: " It is our moral and literally
duty to publish it. It presents a trite i
picture of the way soldiers talked
and behaved during the war and
American reviewers have compared
it with Stendahl and Tolstoy. . ■

“Forgotten”
” It is true there is a certain

amount of loul language, but the
writing is so brilliant, such a vivid

' picture of life in twentieth-century
America, that the obscenity is for­
gotten except as part of the b;\ck-

. ground. . I .
The book was handled in [ this

country by one of the most reput­
able firms of literary agents in
Britain. I

Mr. Mailer, the author, who K
I 25 and served with the Anteflc/"^

forces in the Far East, says of K
" I intended it to be a parable aboiK
the movement of man tiiroiigh.
history. I tried to explore thij out- |
rageoiis propositions of cause and >
efiect, of effort and recompense. I,
hi a sick society." f' .

U 'J’ols'.oy .uni li.niy, ! fionld Hot,
I uii.-h'd her,, it. ).j i,„i

[ - —.- -------- - —1
about it on the principle of least said soon

: mended. But the behaviour Of the Sunday Tin
in their ensuing issue jolts me into protest

■ ■ 'Father as one is jolted into protest when an <
' I and revered friend lets one down. Can this rea

• I be the Sunday Times whose decorous compa
i have for so many years enjoyed at my bre:
fast table?

Lonemans. Ss. Si.

paragraph on the-front page last Sunday, y
again under the editor’s aegis, stated that many
letters had been received about the book, includ-

. ing a protest—of which a few lines were quoted
s* it S—from the President of the English Section Of

il the PEN: How many people, reading that para-
;■ graph, could at once have put a name to the

' President of the English Centre of the PEN?
'/As a matter of fact, whatever his name had

[ ' been, it was a little odd of the Sunday Times to
I.-j' exclude his letter. The PEN is a serious inter­
im ; ‘ j national body concerned with literature and it
| ■' L would have been more usual to print the whole
|| '. of their letter and to answer it. :

i ' I But when, as in this case, the President is one
: of the best known and best beloved figures in I
....:. English letters and, moreover, a regular contri- |

butor to the Sunday Times—in fact Mr Des- '
mond MacCarthy—the omission of his letter/’’ -
and the suppression of his name becomes, to ip.e l|;
at least, inexplicable. Mr Desmond MacCart® liv

' . himself may be too generous to resent this treit- |fl|
rnent but 1. as a constant reader of the Sunrluy |!!
Tinies, most bitterly resent it. The editor has ■■
started a pretty argument; he must play fair and

4 let us hear both sides. I 1
FOUR WINDS .

-Obscene-?
British critics who have read it

ire already arguing among them-
cc^zes: Is it a great and poweikul
Flory or an obscene publication?

The editor of the Sunday Tines
printed on his front page yester­
day a protest calling for Its
immediate withdrawal from pu ■di­
lution.

' -Here is what he says about it;-
o.l here are the replies of Mr.

A;]dre Deutsch,

. Deutsch: It does not deal with,
sex, but human lives. |
1 Generally, the soldiers’ talk is.
incredibly foul and beastly. | ’ 1
, Deutsch: The soldiers’ speech. .
is natural. It brings in the[ girl
friends and family troubles' ’.of r
.-oldicrs fighting a terrible wai\, i

J\lr. Deutsch added: "I an! ini
touch with my solicitors. (But I
'come what may we shall publish '
this book as planned. We have, a, ■
ifioral and literary duty to the I
ujubjic to do so." . • i

Mdller based his book on le.tersj
he s£nt his wife while servir^ 11
■the Pacific.

Words cut ou
One American publisher rejec­

ted the book because of itsj. ian- -
V.Uage. Another advised against I “
publication. Rinehart and Co., i
who finally accepted it. held a .
"profanity conference” first, j; ■ •

Mailer says: ” We agreed I
abould cut IL to what I thoiii.ht
was' the Irreducible ininiuniiH.”

"A filth of the,profane words \vas t
cm but."

- hianaging direc­
tor of Allen
Wingate, the

in which it
compensate
the individ
deprived.
tion.

Sa free xe* 7

this book.
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SUSAN MAILLER, 6 lbs., now
at home somewhere in the hills off
Laurel Canyon, is the first child
of the Norman Maillers.

When we called the author of
“The Naked and The Dead,” it
was to make another plea for an
interview, but Mr. M.. who says
he just plain doesn’t want toe spot
of publicity put on his. quiet life,
refused us again.

We are therefore forced to ad­
mit at this time that our last
and somewhat limited conversa­
tion with the hillside writer will
probably be the only interview to
which we shall ever attain. But,
at any rate, here it is for what it’s
worth:

We asked new father Norman
Mailler what about Susan?

He said she was very little and
cried.

And that about winds up our
interview with famed author Nor­
man Mailler

PLAY
of ‘a
"Saint Joan
"Oklahoma ’

1 deal off before photography starts. H
. Indeed, he has been so insistent I

on this right that, when he ap-i
proached Katherine Anne Porter j
recently for permission to do •)
screen adaptation of her story,

11 “Noon Wine,” and she made so
| many restrictive stipulations that
J he had to abandon the idea, he
| said to Hecht, “She’s acting'as if
I she were selling ‘The Naked and
] the Dead’.” Apparently Mailer

■ feels that Miss Porter was exer-
I cising the pure suctorial preroga­

tive, because he added, “she’s a

Sonic books arc to be tasted, others
to be swallowed, and some few are to^-,
be chewed and digested.
I —Francis Bacon, 1561-1626.
t Now is the floodtime,' peak and dli-

; , max of the year, with some boojai.
Widely hailed before publication, fur­
nishing anti-climaxes as well. Around

jnlddle of the month children's boyhu
j j will be rampant. . . . How many cohu.

[ pletely new names are on the Best-
’ i Beller list? . . . You may see Norman

Muller's long-awaited new novel there,
and Laura Hobson's “The Other Fa­
ther,” both planned to bloom in this
season. You will search in vain, though,
for a book called “Well,. Can’t I Be
Right, Too?” by i>, D. Elscjihower.

LIN headed East
before raving to
the footage he’s
Get Your Gun”
ul-Betty-Hutton

-.ith Betty,
-<e number

|j HAVE just read two. books
which have a bearing on this
point: one is “The Naked and
the Dead,” a truly formidable
experiment in the American 1
gravitas which in this country
met with an idiotic campaign
launched by The Sunday Times,
London, for repression. Now this
book has the great fault of trying
to paint a fresco in which every
face carries, as it were, its whoje
life-story plain for the reader
instead of concentrating on ‘ the
central composition and sketch­
ing in the others—but what an
astonishing performance for a
young man of 25 and what a
triumph for an attitude to life
which places such enormous em­
phasis on the drabbest’detail and
the humblest individual, which

! struggles to adjust the balance
I between the cruelty and futility
i of war and its passionate and
i absorbing interest! Cut by about

a third it could have been a great
book'; no any­
thing like it. ■ ■ >V|-y

1
«vrr, UliCJ- Jlau 1.UU
on paper, and they first had tolacli
Their story to Mrs. Goldwyn. Sub­sequently they were surprised, bythe alacrity with which the pf'O-jducer, after listening to their; re-

Icital, made, up his mind.
■ “When we finished,” Mailer re­

ported, “he said, T like it. It
1 touched me. I want you boys to go

to work on it.’ ”
Both writers are tight-lipped

about their idea, fearing to take
v( the edge off it by premature pub-

Ilicity. Mailer said, however, that
“it’s a serious story that could not
be done as a novel or play." As to

flits theme, he commented, “it is not
Iran idea With social significance but

|{ it has plenty of human meaning.”
I With his “The Naked and the
E Dead" also a potential film project
I1 since he sold the screen rights to
r Burt Lancaster’s Norma Prijduc-
I'jtionB last August, Mailer says he

□ and
up: *‘C
Amenc.

UUJIb ------------- - r
[and Malaquais have still bther ’
'ideas to dnnglo before Hollywood.

1 ' Mrman' Mailer;’ . who
fmoftlbn ago disposed of the s
;« t->it- to hts novel, “The Nake
k. ■ De6d," -to Norma Product

with ./Jan ■Malaquais, French
novellst'and scenarist, sold a filn1.
story-tv 'kmun 1 rtojdwyn. A draml
with a rMdio broadcasting station

titled 't/dj. V/ind." Goldwyn til
1g 1 i|-‘ 1 .. , i.1 i.. i . * i' ji.p lh()
•n,p)ay 1

XJ.UCXJ.il. U. l.ui£# _ .

seph Mirrtnl v/UJ'yv ths
narlb, al least In its suv'Al c’r t’3,11
1.photography is rot ■.ipKted' toi
begin-VutUJ.'.to =----

Ths chief problem of adaptation, ‘
all the participants in the projec:
agree, is to integrate the flash­
backs, which Mailer used In tlje
novel to give his characters di­
mension, into a screen play. JuB
how thin problem can be solved
they have not yet determined, but,
they are convinced that the flash-;:
backs must be used if the film Is to n
retain the spirit of the novel.

Mr. Mailer is realistic enough to |
expect some emasculation of his
work, particularly as to dialogue,
because of Production Code cen­
sorship. Adroit handling of at
least one character, an Army gen­
eral with a latent abnormality,
also will be necessary to suit the]
censors. The author has not, how­
ever, committed himself completely
to the judgment of the producers. I
Ha has retained the Tight of _sce-j
hario approval, and, i. .eels that
tile adaptation does not co :: up to

vhis standard of faithful u-j< ’
;!ho; will be' able -to-call itbe- whcl.-
— »» —V.rnwanKv cfl L~ '

ujrii-Kc-f-' 77ic
gross ot F. D. H. Jr.Is expcctodj
to be either for repeal of the
Taft-Hartley law or enactment!

J President’s civil rights' pro-;
gram . . . Both the Nonnani
(“Naked and the Dead") Millers'
and the Yogi (Yankee) Berras;
are setting the bassinette ready.

/ U QotJ —
Under Way j

The progress toward a screen
version of Norman Mailer's war
novel, “The Naked and the Dead,"
has been satisfactory thus far, Mr.
Mailer reported the other day in
concert with -Burt Lancaster and
Harold Hecht, who are going to
produce the film Independently for
Warner Brothers release, with
Lancaster In. the role of Lieutenant
Hearn. Philip Stevenson and Jo-

■ -
rej[ he had

read lately was Norman Mailer’s “The
Naked and the Dead.” “I think Mailer
will be all right,” he said, “unless he
gets into a left-wing compulsion and-'
won’t write anything.” Lewis once had
a left-wing compulsion himself. He'be­
came a Socialist while going to Yule
and left~college after his third year to
fire furnaces in Upton Sinclair’s uto­
pian colony, Helicon Hall, until it went

J Jown in flames.
He wandered on to New York, d’d

‘ some unsuccessful writing, traveled to
. Panama and then came backw to Yale
Lto graduate in 1908. After that he went

to California on some money he
writing for a magazine and sold short­
story plots to Jack London.

“Damn my own left-wing compul­
sion,” Lewis says. "I’m always trying
to tie ribbons on lamp posts. Upton
Sinclair? Upton has little remedies.
I’m the diagnostician. I don’t know
what to do about bt a
reformer. I • :;•■ . ? uh 27>

Sfi// Live in 2000?
and critics look back on 1949

rides of WNEW/ being per-
iot confined himself merely

“Lively Arts” program
the

ORMAN MAILER, youthful .
Brooklyn Heights authby of ,
“The Naked and thcDjacl, ’
can be found these days-'

{in an office on 'he Goldwyn lot,|
sweating over a typewriter in his«
first endeavor to create a story J
especially for the screen. Mailer i

[and Jean Malaquais, French novel-1
. ist and fellow-resident of Brooklyn
Heights, last week sold an idea for»
a film to Samuel Goldwyn, whof
promptly hired them to develop it

[under their title, “Night Wind.”
i Mailer revealed the other day
(that he and Malaquais had long

[ wanted to collaborate on a motion
| picture. The winters have been
| friends since they met in Paris ;
i more than two years ago, w]
iMafler and his wife, Beatrice, v1
studying at the Sorbonne. V

I: they approached Goldwyn, J
IjevcT, they had not yet put a a

HOLLYWOOD.
Bv EDITH GWYNN

.[ . Who's- New?<%

writv v th ci I (un.“

XJ.UCXJ.il
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> complete'
took you ■

fit to be
"A : a: ewe

led who
’o of rr

■coks besides the two that I've mentioned:
of the substantial war novels which the1
bly produce, overshadowed the rest of the
probably take to most of my time. It's'
of already ----- -me Naked and the Dead"

d then gave up, because
and it didn't seem to

later, the English I
read it one night
table; and pretty

because Norman Mailer
a classic war book,)

- Ernest Hemingway's'
"Death of a Hero". ,

the few p
4be my kin

edition c
bedause there was
soon I found that

The ..a^ed and the Dead"
noz point in denying that the book is, here

there, exceptionally coarse: we are dealing with raw, low-grai.e
—.'lean troops engaged 1_. jungle warfare, and the dialogue is an|
accurate mirror of real life. But you'll soon discover that this '
doesn't make the book pornographic - it simply makes it come alive.
You know instinctively that this is the way that men who were c.i-l
gaged in this ferocious corner of the war talked and acted: soon you

i begin to take it in your stride, soon you realise that if Horman j
I bailer nad nedged over tnls questTon of—crude language the book
, - lid have been so much less convincing. i

Iready not because of its
great - but because various
rica and in England^ on tfye
tell you at once that as j
ns that I neither read nop
~’ pornographic

living, and one
do it. I was
and the Dead" a

I 'd better dis

"The Naked and tho Dead" is set In the Pacific: it tells the
story of-a single platoon of non - about ten of them"- ’whd'are part’ fl
of a force which invades, fights over, and subdues one of the smali '
islands held by the Japanese, Mailer tells the story straight - I
ihe invasion, the penetration of the jungle, the final victory; and
then, to complete the pattern, he gives us flash-backs to peace-timb, ■

i “Jr —ive3 of the men who a?e fighting. Unless that is vol M
.done, it's an awkward method of story tollingr'but'_^hQ-7iea“he Is
..luting about are i\trlasically_lnteresting, and instead of being • ' ■
' ,.ips f, ten g" over the a e flash-backs, we'welcome them and come to look -
o | them as essential Tf^we^are to-uhderstand—toe-interplay-of~p'erson'^~

I alities. Some of these charactor sketches are exceptionally good,
1 aAd one of them the story of a man called Red who starts life In
decent surroundings and ends up as a drifting and worthless tramp
who enlists in the army because life has really nothing to offer
him but dirt and hunger and futility, is a really first-class piece
of imaginative writing. Having read it, we go on to read with greater
understanding, of how this man reacts to the danger and the treachery
of jungle warfare; and it's the same with the other: characters - we
need to know their past before we can comprehend their present.

J

tI

There is one flaw - or perhaps one oddity - in this book, and
that is that there are no good characters in it. Everyone of them, i
from the General down to the lowest rank soldier, only good enough
to scrape out the garbage cans, is shown as bad material: the General
is a sadistic sort of character who throws cigarette ends onto the
floor for the pleasure of making his junior officers pick them up,
and who wins his campaign almost by accident: and the ordinary soldiers
linen they are not discussing the cruder aspects of love, are either j
shivering tfith fright, shooting their prisoners, robbing corpses or
trying to summon up the courage to mutiny against their superiors. •
And the women we are told about in the series of peace-time glash- J
backs are not much better: in the whole portrait-gallery there is not;
one single woman of whom a man might confidently say: "She will be [
waiting for me when I get back home again." That is the questionable!
point of the story: would such men, backed by such women, be any use.!
as fighting material - would they, in fact, have defeated the Japanese
and occupied the island? And yet, all the time, one gets the impression!
that Noiman Mailer knows more about it than we do: that the island­
hopping campaign in the Pacific was like this, and that the "Naked
and the Dead" is nearer to the truth than any sunshine communique about
our glorious troops advancing through an inferno of shot and shell
to a well merited victory.

£
That's really all I want to say about this book, except to sum |

up. It is long, it is ambitious, it is coarse, it is exciting. It's
the best story that has come out of the war so far, and it is likely
to remain so for a long time. About a year ago I said that there wepo
three groat stories to be written about the war: a sea story, about the ,
Atlantic or the Mediterranean, a story about the war in the North ,
Africa i desert, and a story about the Japanese and the Pacific. The I
Naked and the Dead" has filled in one third of that patternapd I ,
don't tni. ik that anyone need bother to try to'lmprove on it.
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comfort.

Britain
seller.

Book That ]
Should Be
Withdrawn |

The dir ked Sunday T;hW
tarried a pifeone ed.-t,;?TbSt<
Bews story, demising th><’
[Mailer's BritUl putliO.ers alfrl
|lraw the work on the grounds -9F,1
(■tscenlty, and yesterday severaB
Eondon newspapers attacked the]
(took in advance of publication^,

■ ' Few Britishers other than pro
|fiisslonal critics have seen ad
[vince copies of the book, but al
l indon luncheon tables, partlcij
layly around Fleet St., It was.

I apparent that If’ Mailer's no ven
■Mfteara.. there...wilt be queues'

/There could hardly be a better week to resume
cur pre-war custom of reviewing the litcfi^iy
news in this paper. Bright and early on Monday,
far example, a special dispatch from London laid
t! at the British—or certain selected Britons, any-
" ay—were in a flap over the outspokenness • ov ■

1 Ncr—an Mailer’s “The Naked and the Dead/’’
although that outstanding war novel had not yet

; ^beared on the bookstalls in the motherland of
! Ae speech. On Tuesday, in ironic contrast, Bos­

ton, long regarded as singularly hospitable ..to
*4rd book censorship, produced the news th"'.
a Judge up there (Charles Fairhurst of Superior
Cacrt) had decided that Erskine Caldwell*?

B'•Clod’s Little Acre” and James M. Cain’s “Sore-
HfE were neither obscene, indecent nor impure.

Criticised as
‘Grossly Obscene'
From Our Own Correspondent
LONDON. Monday.—An Ameri­

can novel, due for publication in
i London next Monday, has been
i srr.bed by the London “Sunday

| Totes” as “so grossly obscene that
it 4 unfit for general circulation.”
ills description is applied to

7 e Naked and the Dead." a first 1
ro^el by 26-year-old Norman .
Lfafler. a Harvard graduate and
1-rtner GJ. '
Lwie Editor of the ’/Sunday
lores’’ urges that the book should '
^immediately withdrawn. ?
It tells the story of a group zof •

American soldiers fighting the •
Japanese in the’Pacific. More th’ i
250.000 copies have been .cold .u

: America. and the book has topped *'
i the sales lists for eight mouths.

The British publishers, Allen
Wingate, Ltd., state that they have
no intention of withdrawing It,

the Dead'
>tirs Lando
[London,
rary ord

MM
'TTiySkDA'/, may

"t

-

Twist-) io thr

GfO1.

jyiuslpg to ask Itself Jf, the^obscopA.

i form

Obscenities in Normmt.
Now Translated-lii

There the' attack temporarily
begs down.

Heavy rains flood their jungle
bivouacs: forest clearings and
forest paths are dark and foul
and slimy. The general broods
on his plan: his subordinates
consider their position in terms
of insects, bruises, jungle sores.

Norman Mailer’s picture of
modem warfare is most impres­
sive when it is broadest. The
sweep of a battle is conveyed with
extraordinary skill Strategy
comes alive, and the mechanism
of the assault is as clear as on a
blueprint.

But the novelist also introduces
us to individual fighters, illum­
inates their personal backgrounds,
lets us into the secret of their
fears and lusts and daydreams ;
and as an analyst of character he
is somewhat less successful.

UNDER REVIEW ‘
Tho Naked and the Dead, by ‘Norman Mailer. (Allan Wingate,

153. Monday.)
,uvi pt uaMU. annpie, jovxai,' ’ • of animal lusts,

AS ana courageous by turns.
modern Falstaff, and nv

• *’i. and the naif*

PETER
QUENNELL

reviews ‘The Naked
and the Dead ’

episode that the average novelist
either omits or vaguely glosses
over.

Some passages are almost un­
bearably horrible. But then, war
is a horrible subject: and the
vocabulary x of the private soldier
is seldom very carefully chosen,
particularly when he is lonely
and afraid, and exhausted, being
shelled on a landing beach or
sweating down a jungle path.

Norman Mailer’s G.Is are a
stupid, coarse, and brutal lot.
They are presented by the story­
teller in all their native ugliness.

But the presentation strikes me
as completely honest. It is bound
to repel: it need never corrupt­
er deprave. Here are some of the
horrors of the field dressing­
station : none of the meretricious
titillation of the n ear-porn o-
gr^ohlc side-show.

-jphatically, “The Naked and
• Dead ” is not a book for chiW

’ iNor should it be handem
without due warning to any sepsid

'• tive adult. -k . -: • ij
The less squeamish, however .;

1 may agree witn me that-this im­
mense and ambitious novel hasoutstanding literary qualities hammering in tent-pegs ; out ub

* that it is as significant a book in bold excursions into straignt-------”—s 1 forward narrative cannot tail to
move you. The story of a patrol
behind the Japanese lines, just
before the final victory, is as

r dramatic a piece of writing as I
have read for many a long month.

7^1 '

GEOBSE’-

It foc<6-.c :-'ehl.-iiic - wh •!
ever I. ■ not on the search

move • [j-.m-ography'anT whoare aVai .
J advance, of the nature <-,r .

tr.tu"a:|' >, ,,.j,t awaits them they ma;.’, i-J 1;
* ' fi’-’j judgment, be allowed to rer. d, ?
which -bout fear of suffering ddr:’ {

e h12£j| .contamination. Ft»^c 1Naked and the Dead h 3 {
i. tremendous book which few 3
• wish to read, fewer still w’?k •
I •fsldrfiach and nobody ■
^*f$O>NORM.4N MAILER. herd' t

: -Nc'u.A Jersey. 1923. Spent btrjtec-d.' ■'V; ' Brook’un. Graduated JJl.ar:<ard,_l 243. «Scrw<l--n -x-tlo - .
can- at Leifte, Lueo.-j .d 'jrr '•J6vu,l. <: • *lerk. ’ neral - t?ior r- ‘
. aiih expert, r'f.einan, ’ c<; . I -

•Ti’arcer,- ' ’ * ■ • r

'"! Beviews Im J/'em''■ Bggm
- By George Slocombe -

^lailer’s^JF-ar Novel -Tl
to French, Are_ Held tc

• But nirV.i or phjgcal
in. a booK, caiE.onlytlie-author. I find no trace of i
in "The Naked and the Dead. I
is bSital, bitter, sad. It is an a]
most unbearably eloquent testime'i,
to' the vanity of war. to the futihfl
ot conquest, the penalty of,po...j

[Every! military, leader, every u<-
cr.tl, ’.every 'mass organizer of OM

| man beings shjiuW read

TY is a big rrord> It I
isio.. t'Is a big word commcnly iited
Tito" a rlbe the use of certain sm^ll
"pWtai A'chaste mind, accustomed

to expressing Itself in a language
l-s'evprely pruned of vulgarity, corn- .
I' jnohlV rebels at obscenity without
[ pausing to ask Itself if the obscen­
ity mental or verbal. The two
f—.dt are, for many such minds.'

I Jridi.itlngulshable, and that is where
■the law, the magistrates and news.
$aper editors, as in the case of

' cehain British paper's attitude tn
i'Thet Naked and the Dead,” tri
fluently go wrong. Almost all thi
verbal obscenities In the language
ot Shakespeare, ns It has been
transmitted to the modem InhaLl,
tiuii j of Texns, Oklahoma, Georgia.

uic<i Kentucky, Pennsylvania and even
a iwhu-h i /Brooklyn, may be found, with Iho

ni. i“ 1" ,sllt.hlest of consonant changes, of
. evi aj with none nt all. In Norm,in

.jMnllfr's great war novel.

. i r-'t.r.-i.ur; ^Thf.-p/xn—page

Nes IBOOK

Ls generation as Henri Barbusse’s I
WLeeste^Mo0nt>yi Quiet 0“

On to battle
T1 HE story begins and ends
-*■ with a single campaign.

Firet we see the troops on the eve
of the attack, follow them as they ,
man the assault craft, watch the
preliminary stages of the gene- :
Stioman Krindlng into

'T •d-Az troops land! they fcre 1
xnn.i beings should read tins pom shelled on tne beach : gradually
to discover what goes on in tri they-plough through the forest to-
mm*' of the men whom he’h.i wards the centre of the. Island ,
hiovi , with calculation or wr’i dragging with them a vast accu-’r.-c’.l Esne&s, like armies of a -.ii mulation of intricate equipment. !'
obcv in« an unseen impulse. I

W1. it goes on is monotonous am
teiiiiung. It is difficult for'Abt
noble.I mind, the finest personal

..Sty. a.. Aircraftsman Shaw-Lawrencjfound in a hut of Air Force inc-,''-»»*•»>.smipirichauiv-l. to escane from the lo.yjcpuqupiscent, full
i o >l icoinmon denominator. Verbar timorous and coir
‘ j ob.s^enity is tho grumbling mono- ;_s a modern T
i J-Io/.de, the plain-chant of the fight- lingering death, nuv .......Ji’..J and laboring man from the delirious monologue which precede I

■ times of the Hittites and the Pha-’^t. are not incomparable with *’i
. tens down through the soldiers of|^lrJ^’n ancl rfe*tli of th-
ii'hijkespearc’.s rferiry V to our awnco;np?..»-on of T ...'- Hal
:<lay- And back oi tho vo.b.d ob dud babbling of -.w.,
L‘ic nltv, which after .ill v- mor. lv J « •
jo violent v« ii

TMf NAKED AND THE DEAD. By Norman .J^ai^^Wingaic. 15$.
’ 721 pages. (To be published next Mohday.)J

. novel raises moral issues on wljidi the public
H JL jshould make up its mind at the"earliest possible

» •'. - 'moment.
. /a it, or is it not, a pornographic publication vfliich

f-Bhoutd not be exhibited for sale in the bookshops? j
’ -Tn a free country, it is obviously preferable that such

a questiop of morals should, if possible, be settled by the
public rather than by informers, policemen and courts of
lav,’.

The Naked and the Dead is a novel of American soldiers
fighting desperately to win a ■

i Pacific island from the Japanese. BY*
It is a story of men suffering to

i the limit of human endurance, p;T
v and. beyond. . e----•—5

-If is almost inconce-ivablyr'^llIlUniiniinilinillinillllllirillHlHIinHilfilj)?;
[brutal, ugly and horrible. It .is-i'- ’• *‘ •ir:- -<41 nt!. j

powerful as any book ever fl
Written about war—and nwjtffc-l

.-appalling. LM’-I
. soldiers—and this is mueiL':!

i • ‘.o -fie point—use over and "*
[ • again an unprintable word v......
!,(• is a Jtaple ingredient of the nyrk-,;
' '■ t-.irv ‘‘vocabulary all over line?;

4nglQ-Saxon world. It occursiwi
<alraajtt every page: sometimes, jt;

‘ appears several times - on one-.
I pageii This is a grave artistic
: orrpr,' besides being an outra^e\
■ ag&Jmt good taste. ‘<j-;

Ygt'since this is a novel about
heir Upon earth, there may pa

•■kome ’ excuse if the languaa^
matches the theme.

Obviously then, this is ;
no book to leave lying.-
about where yourfl^

people may come upon it. It is iuo ,
oook to send to those—-probably .

: a majority of the population,...:,
who will certainly be shocked,;.
and horrified by it k. The clearest warning as to the,s
contents of The Naked and
Dead should accompany every ,
C°But is this a pornographic
work likely to corrupt
(as distinct from
and therefore justly to be banned
bv the authorities?, . U.JThe language of its soldiers Js_joften abominable. Their deeoM
are (many of them)
—some rise to the 9■ glory. Their thoughts are ofteYi

H'S
find (apart (r"in 1.n guake •

lurid, uh real and teiruymg

-------i' o'r :>>.. o'
witch-hunt ulti-
mately defeats its

own end. No exception is
the self-righteo is hue-and-
cry sometimes raised after
works of literature alleged
to be indecent: for it whips
up just the wrong sort of
curiosity about the volume
criticised.

Suddenly the world proves
to be full of keen students of
contemporary Action, each de­
termined to procure a copy.
Book-reviewers discover unex­
pected friends. Whatever
Interests may at length be
served, they are not those of
morality.

Such a commotion threatens to
develop around a new American
novel Ths Naked and the Dead,
a 700-page account of the experi­
ences of American enlisted men
on a remote Pacific Island.

’ It contains many words “ti'.-.r
afe. -"ndt~UswtHy -printedu_ rn.’.nv
descriptions b£ the kit

IU C* -------
somewhat less successful.

Crowded canvas

HIS portraits are so
crowded and numerous

as to be at times confusing. Each
sitter seems more unprepossessing
than the man who came before
him. Only the general — a
slightly perverse theorist with
totalitarian tendencies — reveals
now and then a redeeming spark
of Intellect.

f-'Hence a certain effect of tur-
| gidity. not to say monotony. “ The
1 Naked and the Dead " is far too
| Tong. Norman Mailer drives
t home his points as if he were
1 hammering_ in tent7pegs : but his

bold vXuuiSlons into straight-
i forward narrative cannot fail to---- m,---nf n That mlAll Quiet on the move

Io/.de

