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Mailer to present
talk on presidents

Two-time Pulitzer Prize-winning
novelist Norman Mailer will be the
guest speaker for the Max Rosenn
Lecture Series in Law and Humani­
ties at Wilkes University. The event
is free and open to the public.

His lecture, Norman Mailer on
American Presidents: FDR to WJC,
will be at 7:30 p.m. Sunday, April 1,
in the Dorothy Dickson Darte Cen­
ter for the Performing Arts at West
River and South River streets. It
will feature brief readings on five
U.S. presidents and Mailer will field
questions from the audience.

A book signing will follow, with a
limit of one book per person.

Before the lecture, the university
will formally dedicate the Norman
Mailer Room at a special ribbon­
cutting ceremony at 4:30 p.m. in
the Eugene S. Farley Memorial Li­
brary (at South Franklin and West
South streets).

Located on the first floor, the
room features a large chrome-and-
glass table that was prominently
displayed in Mailer’s 1984 film
“Tough Guys Don’t Dance.” Mailer
and wife donated the table to
Wilkes in 1999.

For more information, call 408-
4306.



Pulitzer Prize-winning novelist
Norman Mailer will speak at Wilkes

Two-time Pulitzer Prize-win­
ning novelist Norman Mailer
will bo the guest speaker for the
Twentieth Annual Event of tire
Max Rosenn Lecture Series in
Law and Humanities at Wilkes
University. The event is free and
open to the public.

His lecture, Norman Mailer on
American Presidents: FDR to
WJC, will be held on Sunday
April 1, at 7:30 p.m., at the
Dorothy Dickson Darte Center
for the Performing Arts. It will
feature brief readings on five
U.S. presidents, and Mailer will
take questions from the audi­
ence. A book signing will follow,
with a limit of one book per per­
son.

Prior to the lecture, the Uni­
versity will formally dedicate
The Norman Mailer Room at a
special ribbon-cutting ceremony
at 4:30 p.m. in the Eugene S. Far­
ley Memorial Library, located on
the corner of South Franklin
and West South Streets. The
room features a large chrome-
and-glass table that was promi­
nently displayed in Mailer’s 1984
film “Tough Guys Don’t Dance.”

Mailer and wife Norris donat­
ed the table to Wilkes in 1999.

“Norman Mailer’s deepest
urge has been to explore Ameri­
can identity and American soci­
ety the twin obsessions of his
writer’s life. In so doing, he has
illumined our dreams and our
nightmares and given us the
courage to wrestle with both."
said Wilkes University President
Dr. Clu istopher N. Breiseth.

“The sum of his achievements
is biography, literary criticism,
poetry, history, drama, essays of
every kind, political analysis,
sports reportage, newspaper and
magazine columns, the philo­
sophical dialogue, and of course,
the novel is without equal."

The author of more than 40
books over 50 years, Mailer won
the National Hook Award and
the Pulitzer Prize in 19(111 for
"The Armies of the Night” and
was awarded the Pulitzer again
in 1980 lor "The Executioner's
Song.” I le was also a recipient of
the Emerson Thoreau Medal
Iroin the American Academy of

Norman Mailer

Arts and Letters and an Emmy
nomination.

Mailer has directed four fea­
ture-length films and provided
biographical studies of Marilyn
Monroe, Muhammad Ali, and
Gary Gilmore, and a study of
the Kennedy assassination.

Mailer co-founded The Village
Voice in 1955, was elected to the
50-member American Academy
of Arts and Letters in 1984, was
appointed State Author of New
York in 1991, and received a Doc­
tor of Humane Letters degree
from Wilkes in 1995.

Born in 1923 in Long Branch,
N.J., Mailer grew up in Brook­
lyn, N.Y. He earned an engineer­
ing degree from Harvard in 1943
and served as a rifleman in the
South Pacific with the 112th Cav­
alry during World Wai- II.

The Max Rosenn Lecture Se­
ries in Law and Humanities was
established in 1980 by the judge’s
former law clerks, friends, and
family in recognition of his 10th
anniversary as Judge of the
United States Court of Appeals
for the Third Circuit.

The annual event honors
Judge Rosenn’s many contribu­
tions Io the field of law and to
the United States judiciary sys
tern.

For more information, contact
Wilkes University's Special
Events Coordinator Paula Gen
tihnan al 5711-408-4306.



IMailer to speak at
Rosenn Lecture Series

T
wo-time Pulitzer Prize­
winning novelist Norman
Mailer will be the guest

speaker for the 20th annual Max
Rosenn Lecture Series in Law
and Humanities at Wilkes Uni­
versity. The even is free and open
to the public.

His lecture, Norman Mailer on
American Presidents: FDR to
WJC, will be held at 7:30 p.m.
April 1 at the Dorothy Dickson
Darte Center for the Performing
Arts, West and South River
streets.

It will feature brief readings on
five U.S. presidents, and Mailer
will open the discussion to ques­
tions from the audience. A book
signing will follow, with a limit of
one book per person.

Prior to the lecture, Wilkes Uni­
versity will formally dedicate The
Norman Mailer Room at a spe­
cial ribbon-cutting ceremony at
4:30 p.m. in the Eugene S. Farley
Memorial Library, South Franklin
and West South streets.

Located on the first floor, the
room features a large chrome and
glass table that was prominently
displayed in Mailer’s 1984 film,
“Tough Guys Don’t Dance.”

Mailer and wife Norris donat­
ed the table to Wilkes in 1999.

The author of more than 40
books over 50 years, Mailer won
the National Book Award and the
Pulitzer Prize in 1968 for “The
Armies of the Night” and was
awarded the Pulitzer again in

1980 for “The Executioner’s
Song.”

He was a recipient of the Emer­
son-Thoreau Medal from the
American Academy of Arts and
Letters and an Emmy nomina­
tion.

Mailer directed four feature­
length films and provided bio­
graphical studies of Marilyn
Monore, Muhammad Ali, and
Gary Gilmore, and a study of the
Kennedy assassination.

Mailer has co-founded “The
Village Voice” in 1955, was elect­
ed to the 50-member American
Academy of Arts and Letters in
1984, was appointed State Au­
thor of New York in 1991 and re­
ceived a doctor of humane letters
degree from Wilkes in 1995.

Born in 1923 in Long Branch,
N.J., Mailer grew up in Brooklyn,
N.Y. He earned an engineering
degree from Harvard in 1943 and
served as rifleman in the South
Pacific with the 112th Cavalry
during World War II.

The Max Rosenn Lecture Se­
ries in Law and Humanities was
established in 1980 by the judge’s
former law clerks, friends and
family in recognition of his 10th
anniversary as judge of the U.S.
Court of Appeals for the Third
Circuit. The annual event honors
Rosenn’s contributions to the
field of law and the judiciary sys­
tem.

For more information, call
Paula Gentilman at 4084306.



Mailer talk
to focus on
presidents
By GEORGE SMITH ’.V 1 '

The man who has been called a
rogue and a genius, the man who
has remained the most infamous
pnwocateur on the American titer-
arx- some tor wx than 50 years, is
scheduled to appear at Wilkes Uni­
versal.

Norman Kingslo Mailer, author
of such books as The Naked and
the Dead” and ‘Harlot’s Ghost.” will
lecture on American presidents
from John F. Kennedy to Kll Clin­
ton at the university’s Dorothy
Dickson Dane Center for the Per-
forming Arts as part of the Max
Rcsem Lecture Series in Law and
Humanities.

The free lecture will begin at 7
pan. on April I. A Xvk signing will
follow.

In its 20th year, the lecture scries
is nnmed in bc-ror of Rosenn. a fed­
eral judge, trustee emeritus at
W ;lkes and co-foonder of the law
nrm of Rosenn. Jenkins & Green-

The “S-year-old Mailer, who is
among the nanon’s greatest novel-
-.scs. essayists and journalists, has
erpryed a herculean literary career,
srnmng with his short story “The
Greatest Thing in the World,"
which -ns published in The Har­
vard Ad-.ocate in 1941. His most re-
rent work, an anthology titled “The
- =e rf Our Time," was published
— 1-9S- He has written 39 books
and is considered an acute observer
re .American politics.

“Crier the years Mailer has cov­
ered six sets of political conventions
and the ensuing campaigns as a
working journalist,” said J. Michael
Lennen. Ph-D., a professor of Eng-
_sh zi '•'.Lies. “He has known most
— the presidents and has written
abort aZ cf them both in non-fiction
and ncrion."

Lennon has known Mailer for
more than 25 years and is one of
f e cd the author’s literary execu-

MzZer'g exploits are legendary.
As a younger man he was a boozer
and a bowler, and he staged a wild
uampL,— for political office in the
tum—tujus bji. He stabbed his sec-
tod of tax wives only to suffer a stay
in BeZevoe rlxpital as a result, and
be fathered right children.

Through it all, the controversial
MaZer remamed one of the nation’s
top author*. He was awarded the
Pulitzer Prize and the National
Book Award in 19€9 for his book
“Armies of the Night.” A second
Pulitzer was a curded t’jr “The Exe-
cutioner’* Song," pubiiahed in 1979.

He also received the Emerson-
*1 Bureau Medd fnxn the American
Academy of Arts and Letter*.

“If you look at the last century.
Hen dng way dominated tlx first luilf
und Mailer tlx taxur/i He lias Jx*n
tlx premier observer of American
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life. Front poems to sports writing,
from the moon shot to the feminist
movement, there is virtually no
genre or subject he has not ex­
plored," said Lennon.

Lennon’s interest in and friend­
ship with Mailer has been fruitful.
He has edited a book of essays on
Mailer (“Critical Essays on Nor­
man Mailer"), two books of inter­
views (“Conversations with Nor­
man Mailer" and “Pontifications:
Interviews with Norman Mailer")
and edited “Pieces and Pontifica­
tions," a book in which Mailer es­
says are followed by a series of in­
terviews. He also worked on “The
Time Of Our Time," a book of 1,304
pages that includes 125 different
works.

The different things are as much
a part of Mailer's mystique as his
writing.

Consider that in 1955, Mailer co­
founded The Village Voice.

In 1960, a drunken Mailer
stabbed his wife, painter Adele
Morales, with a penknife at a row­
dy party. No charges were filed, but
a stint in a psychiatric hospital fol­
lowed.

Mailer chose newspaper colum­
nist Jimmy Breslin as his running
mate in the 1969 New York City
mayoral election. The Mailer-Brcs-
lin ticket finished fourth in a field
of five.

That political failure in ’69 may
have been the result of Mailer’s se­
cessionist platform that would have
had New York City become a sin­
gular entity, the 51st state.

Mailer was fascinated by
Muhammad Ali and boxing. He
published “The Fight" in 1975. The
account of the famous Ali-Frazier
bout in Africa elevated sports writ­
ing to new levels.

Mailer met convicted murderer
Henry Jack Abbott, who was serv­
ing time in an Illinois penitentiary,
in 1979 while completing “The Ex-

“He won’t tell me what
(the next novel) Is about,
and I Just spent a week
with him.” -

J. Michael Lennon
Professor of English at Wilkes University

ecutioner’s Song.” He was helpful
in getting Abbott’s writing pub­
lished and in securing the convict’s
release from prison.

Shortly after Abbott was granted
freedom, and his “In the Belly of
the Beast" was published in 1981,
Abbott fatally stabbed a New York
City waiter.

In 1983 Mailer published the pon­
derous, 709-page “Ancient
Evenings," a fictional account of
Egypt in 1300 B.C.

“Harlot’s Ghost" followed in
1991. The 1,310-page novel weighs
almost four pounds and is con­
cerned with the moral integrity of
the CIA. The massive book ends
unexpectedly — and surprisingly
— with the words “TO BE CON­
TINUED.’ Mailer claims a sequel
can be expected.

Through the 1990s Mailer pub­
lished “Portrait of Picasso as a
Young Man," “Oswald’s Tale: An
American Mystery" and “Gospel
According To The Son."

“The Time Of Our Time" was his
most recent book, but Lennon said
Mailer is hard at work on still an­
other.

“He won’t tell me what it’s about,
and I just spent a week with him in
Provincetown. It remains a secret,"
Lennon said.

The sequel to “Harlot’s Ghost,"
perhaps?

“Could be. He promised to write
one," Lennon said.

Lennon added that the Norman
Mailer Room at the Wilkes Univer­
sity Library will be dedicated at
4:30 p.m., prior to the lecture.

Goorqo Smith, a Times Leader staff
writer, can De reached at 829-7230.

♦ IF YOU GO
What: Author Norman Mailer

Spedkt aS part of the IZdX
Rosenn Lecture Series in Lorr
and Humanities

When: April 1. free lecture begins
at 7 p rn; a book signing follows

Where: Wilkes University's
' ■' ' r' '.I. L./'e < I fltl I
for tr.e Performing Aris, Wilkes
Barre
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tain places at certain times.
And, as you’d expect, his ordeal

became fodder for his new novel,
"Dreamcatcher,” the first full-length
work since the accident

If you followed the news, you
know every wrinkle of the weird
saga: top horror novelist, out for a
walk, is hit by a driver with a long
record of offenses; a grand jury in­
dictment ends in suspension of the
driver’s license but no jail time; the
driver is found dead from an over­
dose of a painkiller; the writer,
meanwhile, undergoes six surgeries
and learns to walk all over again.

“The region below my right knee
had been reduced to ‘so many mar­
bles in a sock,’” King wrote in a piece
in last June’s New Yorker. Almost
30 stitches in his scalp, four broken
ribs, a split knee, “a serious derail­
ment” of the hip, a spine chipped in
eight places. One of his lungs col­
lapsed as he was loaded into a heli­
copter.

All you or I might have to show
from such an experience might be
some reluctant character-building;
for King, it’s raw material. In fact,
he has so much pain to explore that
he has to spread it over several char­
acters. Knees and hips are bustin’
out all over in “Dreamcatcher.” 
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But the pain is only one thread in jacket
this tapestry. Once again, King and si
seems to have brought up a monster keeps
so familiar you feel it was always Chi
there. Lights in the sky ... classic cracki
Area 51 aliens ... and a strange inva- ster-y
sive growth that spreads, even as . in the
the aliens drone, “There is no infec- accidi
tion here.” maybe

Four friends on their annual hunt- ciden:
ing trip are trapped in the tract' of .edge<
Maine woods where the aliens tide 1
crash-land. Like many friends in in wo
King’s universe, the four share an in the
eerie boyhood bond. and h.

King slices and dices the past and chanc 

Mailer talk
to focus on
presidents
By GEORGE SMITH
gangas@faodcr.nri

The man who has been called a
rogue and a genius, the man who
has remained the most infamous
provocateur on the American liter­
ary scene for more than 50 years, is
scheduled to appear at Wilkes Uni­
versity.

Norman Kingsley Mailer, author
of such books as “The Naked and
the Dead” and “Harlot’s Ghost,” will
lecture on American presidents
from John F. Kennedy to Bill Clin­
ton at the university’s Dorothy
Dickson Darte Center for the Per­
forming Arts as part of the Max
Rosenn Lecture Series in Law and
Humanities.

The free lecture will begin at 7
p.m. on April 1. A book signing will
follow.

In its 20th year, the lecture series
is named in honor of Rosenn, a fed­
eral judge, trustee emeritus at
Wilkes and co-founder of the law
firm of Rosenn, Jenkins & Green­
wald.

The 78-year-old Mailer, who is
among the nation’s greatest novel­
ists, essayists and journalists, has

Beat writer Jack
Kerouac, who
died in 1969, Is
still a popular
choice among
readers. As proof
of his increasing
popularity,
Franklin &
Marshall College
in Lancaster,
offers students
the opportunity
to take a course
entirely devoted
to Kerouac’s
works.

enjoyed a herculean literary career,
starting with his short story “The
Greatest Thing in the World,”
which was published in The Har­
vard Advocate in 1941. His most re­
cent work, an anthology titled “The
Time of Our Time,” was published
in.J998. He has written 39 books
and is. considered an acute observer
of American politics.

“Over the years Mailer has cov­
ered six sets of political conventions
and the ensuing campaigns as a
working journalist," said J. Michael
Lennon, Ph.D., a professor of Eng­
lish at Wilkes. “He lias known most
of Hie presidents and lias written
about all of them both in non fiction
and fiction.”

Lennon has known Mailer for
more than 25 years and is one of

n z 0 e %
Mailer’s exploits are legendary.
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Knight Ridder Newspapers ~ alone

Having a baby is a wonderful and d<
thing. You get to pick out those neat nap ti
clothes and toys, and cruise the withe
neighborhood with a stroller; you frustr.
get to cuddle your child and experi- Wit
ence the joy of seeing him or her from
smile and gurgle a first word or two. simpb

Hut as any mom knows, having a newes
child can also be a draining experi- ehildi ■
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Janet S. Wong explores how tired “Il

and frumpy, grouchy chumpy” new ‘Grum
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eifjoyed a herculean literary career,
starting with his short story "The
Greatest Thing in the World,”
which was published in The Har­
vard Advocate in 1911. His most re­
cent work, an anthology titled The
Time of Our Time," was published
in 1998. He has written 39 books
and is considered an acute observer
of American politics.

‘Over the years Mailer has cov­
ered six sets of political convent ions
and the ensuing campaigns as a
working journalist," said J. Michael
Lennon, Ph.D., a professor of Eng­
lish at Wilkes. "He has known most
of the presidents and has written
about all of them both in non-fiction
and fiction."

Lennon has known Mailer for
more than 25 years and is one of
five of the author’s literary execu­
tors.

Mailer’s exploits are legendary.
As a younger man he was a boozer
and a brawler, and he staged a wild
campaign for political office in the
tumultuous ‘60s. He stabbed his sec­
ond of six wives only to suffer a stay
in Bellevue Hospital as a result, and
he fathered eight children.

Through it all, the controversial
Mailer remained one of the nation’s
top authors. He was awarded the
Pulitzer Prize and the National
Book Award in 1969 for his book
“Armies of the Night.” A second
Pulitzer was awarded for “The Exe­
cutioner’s Song,” published in 1979.

He also received the Emerson-
Thoreau Medal from the American
Academy of Arts and Letters.

“If you look at the last century,
Hemingway dominated the first half
and Mailer the second. He has been
the premier observer of American

See MAILER, Page 5G

♦ IF YOU GO
What: Author Morman Mailer

speaks as part of the Max
Rosenn Lecture Series in Law
and Humanities

When: April 1; free lecture begins
at 7 p.m.; a book signing follows

Where: Wilkes University's
Dorothy Dickson Darte Center
for the Performing Arts, Wilkes
Barre
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five o’clock In the afternoon ... as the river
above, th^ Pawtucket Falls, in Lowell,
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:re is a 'As the first of LiveREADS e-
bpoks, “Orpheus Emerged” similar-

ise that ly points toward future greatness
rpheus While suffering some shortcomings.
ito Ker- For those who are more print­
list friendly than computer-compati­
ble and ble, it’s a fairly confusing process to
left the pownload the Adobe Acrobat
d-1945 eBook Reader, needed to open the
’ house ebook. The download takes about
gan his 20 minutes over a 56K Internet con-
eventu- hection. (Computer-phobic Ker-
: novel, buac fans need not despair: “Or-
nd also pheiis Emerged” willappear in pa­
te “Or- per form sometime next year.)

Once you get everything work-
ad both ing, it’s a bit disappointing to see
ind the that the e-book looks like a book.
rard to Sure, it's more colorful and flashy
ipochal than previous incarnations of e-
• in lat- books. But for a reader, it's not re­
Road” ally all that different from readinga

regular old book.
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King’s universe, the four share an in •
eerie boyhood bond. and
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‘Grump’ talks to I
By AMANDA ROGERS . wo
Knight Ridder Newspapers a]o

Having a baby is a wonderful am
thing. You get to pick out those neat na
clothes and toys, and cruise the wit
neighborhood with a stroller; you fru
get to cuddle your child and experi- '
ence the joy of seeing him or her fro
smile and gurgle a first word or two. sir

But as any mom knows, having a ne
child can also be a draining experi- ch
ence. pa

Janet S. Wong explores how “tired
and frumpy, grouchy chumpy” new ‘G
moms can get in her new children’s iti
book, “Grump.” She has one child, aci
Andrew, 7, but remembers what it he
was like to be an exhausted new gr
mom. gi

“I had never imagined that being fri
a full-time mother would be so much as

Obest sell
Hardcover Fiction

1. First to Die, by James
Patterson (Little, Brown) f

2. A Painted House, by John
Grisham (Doubleday) 1

3. Scarlet Feather, by Maeve
Binchy (Dutton) I

4. The Bonesetters Daughter,
by Amy Tan (Putnam)

5. A Day Late and a Dollar ;
Short, by Terry McMillan
(Viking)

Nonfiction

1. Who Moved My Cheese?, by
Spencer Johnson (Putnam)

2. The Prayer of Jabez, by
Bruce H. Wilkinson (Mult­
nomah).

3. The Wisdom of Menopause,
by Christiane Northrup
(Bantam)

4. Body for Life: 12 Weeks to
Mental and Physical
Strength, by Bill Phillips and
Michael D'Orso (Harper­
Collins)

5. Secrets of the Baby Whis-
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“He won’t tell me wind
(the next novel) is about
and 1 just spent a week
with him.

hat

A

pie

‘HIE FUNNIEST COMEDY OF HIE YEAH!'

hen
r as

George Smith, a Times Leader staff
writer, can be reached at 829-7230.
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Mailer chose newspaper colum­

nist Jimmy Breslin as his running
mate in the 1969 New York City
mayoral election. The Mailer-Bres-
lin ticket finished fourth in a field
of five.

That political failure in ’69 may
have been the result of Mailer’s se­
cessionist platform that would have
had New York City become a sin­
gular entity, the 51st state.
_Mailer was fascinated by

Muhammad Ali and boxing. He
published “The Fight” in 1975. The
account of the famous Ali-Frazier
bout in Africa elevated sports writ­
ing to new levels.

Mailer met convicted murderer
Henry Jack Abbott, who was serv­
ing lime in an Illinois penitentiary,
in 1979 while completing “The Ex-
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ecutioner’s Song.” He was oelpjM
in getting Abbott’s writin^puml
lished and in securing the convict’s
release from prison. -S

Shortly after Abbott was granted

1991. The 1,310-page novel weighg
almost four pounds and is coftt
cerned with the moral integrity oj
the CIA. The massive book eni^
unexpectedly — and surprisingly
— with the words “TO BE COi%

. TINUED.” Mailer claims a sequel
can be expected.

Through the 1990s Mailer pub/

J. Mlchaeli&noi

Professor of English at Wilkes University
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life. From poems to sports writing,
from the moon shot to the feminist
movement, there is virtually no
genre or subject he has not ex­
plored,” said Lennon.

Lennon’s interest in and friend­
ship with Mailer has been fruitful.
He has edited a book of essays on
Mailer (“Critical Essays on Nor­
man Mailer”), two books of inter-, _ w
views (“Conversations with Nor- freedom, and his “In the Belly.of
man Mailer” and “Ponfificationsb the Beast” was published in Igglg.
Interviews with Norman Mailer”) Abbott fatally stabbed a NewYorlg
and edited “Pieces and Pontifica- City/Waiter. .
tions,” a book in which Mailer es- . Inl983 Mailer published theporj
says are followed by a series of in- derdus, 709-page “Ancien|
terviews. He also worked on “The ' Evenings,” a fictional account
Time Of Our Time, ”abdok of 1,304 Egypt'in 1300 B.C. ■ u
pages that includes 125 different “Harlot’s Ghost” followed, ifr
works.

The different things are as much
a part of Mailer’s mystique as his

.writing.
Consider that in 1955, Mailer co­

founded The Village Voice.
In 1960, a drunken Mailer

stabbed his wife, painter Adele
Morales, with a penknife at a row- o„ _____
dy party. No charges were filed, but lished “Portrait of Picasso as 5
a stint in a.psychiatric hospital fol- Young Man,” “Oswald’s Tale: Aff

American Mystery” and “Gosper
According To The Son.”

“The Time Of Our Time” was his
most recent book, but Lennon said
Mailer is hard at work on still arP
other. ,’CI

“He won’t tell me what if s about?
and I just spent a week with him ii?
Provincetown. It remains a secret,®
Lennon said. s

The sequel to “Harlot’s Ghost,®
perhaps? .

“Could be. He promised to writ£
one,” Lennon said. s

Lennon added that the Norman'
Mailer Room at the Wilkes Univer­
sity Library will be dedicated at'
4:30 p.m., prior to the lecture. ‘J
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Mailer wins audience’s vote with presidential discourse
By JEFF DEAN u >
Timer Lrccrr

WILKES-BARRE — As Pulitzer
Prue-winning author Noonan Mail­
er stood to speak at Wilkes Univer­
sity's Dorothy Dickson Darte Cen­
ter for the Performing Arts Sunday
night, the standing-room-only
crowd erupted into thunderous ap­
plause that seemed to last forever.

Lifting himself from his chair with
two canes, then working his way
slowly to the podium. Mailer, 78,
waited pcient^' for the applause to
subside. Then, as though shedding
years with each word, he began a
biting, satirical speech that would
touch upon, as he put it, “six or sev­
en presidents, mere or less, in a hur-

Speaking as the guest lecturer in
Wilkes University’s 21st annual
Rosem Lecture Series, Mailer gave
his audience nearly two full hours of
pointed political commentary

gleaned from more than 40 years of
covering United States presidents
from John Kennedy to Bill Clinton.

Mailer's speech was anything but
your average political commentary.
Credit that, said Mailer, to his 1960
realization that politicians were real
people, with real personalities, and
that political writing could only be
really interesting if it encompassed
those personalities.

Mailer recounted the 1960 Demo­
cratic Convention, whose delegates
were grappling with their sinking
feelings that in nominating
Kennedy, “politics was about to be­
come America’s favorite movie,”
complete with an attractive war
hero and his beautiful wife.

From there, Mailer went on to
roast Lyndon B. Johnson as a bellow­
ing, mean, unforgiving, vain and
overbearing man, “much like an ear­
ly Renaissance prince.” He then
likened Johnson’s writing to “a

dream of Heaven in a terminal ward.”
To paint his word picture of Richard

Nixon, Mailer brought his audience
back to the day before Nixon’s 1972
Republican nomination, at a rally on
the tarmac of the Miami airport In
front of the crowd, Mailer said Nixon
was “excruciatingly self-conscious,"
and exhibited the awkwardness of an
adolescent whose mind was constant­
ly fighting “the stubborn refusal of the
body to obey it”

Mailer’s assessment of Jimmy
Carter was more favorable and
touched on the main street of
Carter’s hometown, Plains, Ga., but
he lashed out again at the presiden­
cy of George Bush Sr., who he said,
“studied Reagan with all the intensi­
ty of ah unwanted child.” He also
dubbed Bush “the Wimp Who Won
the War.” ‘

Predictably, Mailer wrapped up
his speech'with some commentary
on Bill Clinton, focusing on Clin­

ton’s incredible charisma at the 1996
Democratic Convention. Referring
to the paradoxical “power of the in­
cumbent,” Mailer described Clinton
as "part rogue, part god, full of vice
but luminous to a crowd.

“Clinton loved a crowd, and they
loved him,” Mailer continued. “They
hardly cared what he had done. Pow­

er was its own signature."
Among Mailer’s most famous

works are his World War II novel,
“The Naked and the Dead," and his
Pulitzer Prize-winning novels,
“Armies of the Night” (1968), and
“The Executioner’s Song" (1980).

Earlier in the day, Wilkes Univer­
sity honored Mailer by dedicating a

room in the E.S. Farley Library to
the author’s career. The room, ac­
cording to the dedication speech
made by Michael Lennon, Wilkes
English professor and Mailer
archivist and literary executor, will
house signed first editions of all 39
of Mailer’s books, as well as archival
photos and memorabilia.

TIMES LEADER STAFF PHOTO/S. JOHN WILKIN

Celebrated author
Norman Mailer
lectures Sunday
night at Wilkes
University after
attending the
dedication of a
room In his name
at the university’s
E.S. Farley
Library earlier In
the day.
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Mailer recalls years as political reporter
Tells of Clinton,
other presidents
By Edward Lewis
~ VES-SHAMROCK NEWS WRITER

Norman Mailer, a two-time
Pulitzer Prize-winning novelist,
spoke about his career of cover­
ing presidential national conven­
tions dating back to 1960 to a
standing-room- only crowd on
the campus of Wilkes University
Sunday night.

Mr. Mailer was a guest for the
20th annual Max Rosenn Lecture
Series in Law and Humanities.
The author of more than 40 books
over 50 years, Mr. Mailer said he
was “bored stiff about politics"
when an editor from Esquire
magazine assigned him to cover
the 1960 Democratic National
Convention.

“Being a political reporter is
indeed a hard day’s work," he
said. Mr. Mailer explained re­
porters who write in certain
areas such as politics tend to
gather together and exchange
ideas.

THOM O'KONSKIHIMES-SHAMROCK PHOTOGRAPHER

Norman Mailer, two-time Pulitzer Prize-winning novelist, addresses a standing-room- only
crowd on the campus of Wilkes University Sunday night. Mr. Mailer was a guest for the 20th an­
nual Max Rosenn Lecture Series in Law and Humanities.

“I learned very quick that cer­
tain conclusions were fixed in
the minds of the reporters, such
as (John) Kennedy was a play­
boy,” Mr. Mailer said. "I told my­
self, I could do this my way."

He then read excerpts of his
writings covering Presidents
Kennedy, Lyndon Johnson, Rich­
ard Nixon, Jimmy Carter, George
Bush and Bill Clinton.

“I was surprised by how de-
pressed the delegates were," Mr.
Mailer said about the 1960 Demo­
cratic Convention. “The depres­
sion of the delegates is under­
standable. No doubt, he would
have been nominated. But, if
elected, he would be the youngest
president in history. Politicians
are like courtroom lawyers -
they do not like questions they do
not know the answers to”

Mr. Mailer quoted Nixon as
saying, "to be successful in poli­
tics, you must marry above your
self." He explained how Mr.
Nixon worked a crowd at the Mi­
ami International Airport in 1972
prior to the Republican National
Convention. A group of young
supporters calling themselves
"Young Voters for the Presi­
dent," was chanting "We want
Pat,” referring to Mr. Nixon’s
wife, Pat.

"Hundreds of young faces and

JLJLe had the look of a president, but I
didn't realize at the time that Mr. Clinton
didn't support an idea. He wanted to be
FDR, Kennedy and be immortal, but he
won't be now.'

Norman Mailer
Reporter, novelist 

not one a beauty," Mr. Mailer
quoted from his writings. "They
were making horns with their
fingers, four more years, four
more years."

He also talked about his writ­
ings about George Bush and how
he needed the Gulf War to save
his presidency In the early 1990s.
He said the media were concen­
trating on crime, (hugs, over­
crowding in prisons and the
economy.

"The media decided which
story would receive providence,"
Mr. Mailer said. "George Bush
knew how to win the election by
kissing the electorate in the
mouth and kicking the opposi­
tion.

"It was no more George Bush's
good hick (hat Saddam Hussein

entered American life," Mailer
said. "George Bush spoke of Hus­
sein as a modern day Hitler." M

Mr. Mailer said the Gulf War
was a double victory for George
Bush because of the low mortal­
ity and the expulsion of Iraqi
troops from Kuwait. Referring to
Mr Clinton, he said, "No matter
what is written about Bill Clin­
ton, one cannot go wrong."

Mr. Mailer said Mr. Clinton Is
his biggest disappointment be­
cause lie saw, in 1983, a man who
was going to bo president some
day.

"He had the look of a presi­
dent, lint 1 didn't realize at the
time that Mr. Clinton didn't sup­
port an idea. He wanted to be
FDR, Kennedy and be Immortal,
but he won’t bo now," the author
said.

Dr. J. Michael Lennon, profes­
sor of English at Wilkes Univer­
sity, introduced Mailer prior to
his lecture.

“Among our living writers,
Mailer is probably the best
known," Dr. Lennon said.

Mr. Mailer grew up in Brook­
lyn, N.Y., and earned an engi­
neering degree from Harvard in
1943. He served in the Pacific
during World War II, which was
the premise for his first novel,
"The Naked and the Dead,” pub­
lished in 1949. He co-founded The
Village Voice in 1955, and had di­
rected four feature-length films
and provided biographical stud­
ies of Marilyn Monroe, Muham­
mad All and Gary Gilmore.

He also studied the Kennedy
assassination by traveling to the
former Soviet Union to research
Lee Harvey Oswald. "I’m 75-per-
cent sure Oswald did it on his
own," Mr. Mailer said. “He saw
himself as some type of genius
who could take over the world
politically."
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(AP photo)Two-time Pulitzer Prize winner Norman Mailer tc
mer President Bill Clinton was a disappointment.

Novelist
talks politics

WILKES-BARRE, Pa. GXP) —
Norman Mailer, a two-time
Pulitzer Prize-winning novel­
ist, told a crowd on the cam­
pus of Wilkes University Sun­
day night that he was bored
stiff by politics when an editor
from Esquire assigned him to
cover the 1960 Democratic
National Convention.

“I was surprised by how de­
pressed the delegates were,”
Mailer said of the convention
that nominated John F.
Kennedy.

Mailer, giving the 20th annu­
al Max Rosenn Lecture in Law 

and Humanities at Wilkes,
read excerpts of his writings
covering Presidents Kennedy,
Lyndon Johnson, Richard
Nixon, Jimmy Carter, George
Bush and Bill Clinton.

Mailer called Clinton a dis­
appointment, because he saw
Clinton in 1983 and imagined
him in the Oval Office.

"He had the look of a presi­
dent, but I didn't realize at the
time that Clinton didn’t sup­
port an idea,” Mailer said.

“He wanted to be FDR,
Kennedy and be immortaL But
he won’t be now."
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, ■ Novelist calls Clinton a disappointment 7 2.^ f (-
'■ WILKES-BARRE — Norman Mailer, a two time Pulitzer Prize­
winning novelist, told a crowd on the campus of Wilkes University
he was bored stiff by politics when an editor from Ensure assigned
him to cover the 1960 Democratic National Convention.

“I was surprised by how depressed the delegates were,” Mailer
said of the convention that nominated John F. Kennedy.

Mailer, giving the 20th annual Max Rosenn Lecture in Law and
Humanities at Wilkes, read excerpts of his writings covering presi­
dents Kennedy, Lyndon Johnson, Richard Nixon, Jimmy Carter,
George Bush and Bill Clinton.

Mailer called Clinton a disappointment, because he saw Clinton
in 1983 and imagined him in the Oval Office.

“He had the look of a president, but I didn’t realize at the time
that Clinton didn’t support an idea,” Mailer said. “He wanted to be
FDR, Kennedy and be immortal. But he won’t be now."


