
MAILER

The literary lion roars at Wilkes this week
By GEORGE SMITH_________________________________

Voter
c boozed with the best of them, brawled with
anyone bold enough to block his path and
staged a wild, radical campaign for political
office tn the tumultuous ‘60s.

He stabbed his second of six wives, en­
dured a brief stay In Bellevue and fathered
eight children.

And. tn a herculean literary career that
has spanned more than 40 years, he au­
thored 27 books and was awarded two Pu­
litzer Prizes and a National Book Award for 

his remarkable work.
Norman Kingsley Mailer — arguably the nation's premier

journalist and novelist
— Is scheduled to ap­
pear Thursday at Wilkes
University.

Mailer. 69. will speak
at the Wilkes-Barre uni­
versity's Dorothy Dick­
son Darte Center at 7:30
p.m. He is expected to
read from his works and
respond to questions
from the audience. Af­
terward. Mailer will at­
tend a reception and au­
tograph session in the
Darte Center lobby.

"There is no simple
answer," said J. Michael
Lennon. Ph.D.. vice
president of academic
affairs at Wilkes Univer­
sity, when asked what
makes Mailer and his
work so extraordinary.
"In effect he's respond­
ing to American culture.
He secs himself as a
kind of a defrocked
prophet of American life.

so he has a great sense that writers arc people who should
be confronting or even Intervening In history. His Idea of a
great writer Is Andre Malraux. who was Involved in the
French Resistance and was a minister of culture under De
Gaulle and was there, on the ramparts, of both political, mil­
itary and cultural wars."

So who exactly is this Norman Mailer, the Journalist, the
political activist, the filmmaker, the "Great American Novel­
ist?"

"I think his Identity Is that of a romantic, an anll-tcchno-
loglcal pastoralist you might say. even though he lives in the
city (New York) and is a great urban writer." Lennon said. "If
you look at him purely as a literary man. his books are virtu­
ally a museum of narrative forms. There Is no narrative form
that he has not written In. So he's important tn a purely liter­

ary way as a connois­
seur of art forms. He's
done everything from
philosophical dialogues
to self-interviews to
short stories to novellas
to novels to non-flctlon 1
novels to political and
sports reporting. He’s
also done poems, plays.
and screen plays. Mailer
has done It all."

Lennon. 50. has ed­
ited several books on
Mailer and has known
the author personally for
20 years. He claims that
Mailer — who earlier in
his career was dubbed
"America's angry young
man" — Is possessed
with an emphatic re­
sponsibility to write and
help interpret "the
American experience."

The sagacious Mailer
Is Indeed obsessed with
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Norman Mailer at a glance
■ Local appearance: 7:30 p.m., Thursday. Dorothy Dickson Darto

Center, Wilkes University, Wilkes-Barre. Froo admission. Doors open at
7 p.m.; seating Is first como, first served.

■ Personal: Bom Norman Kingsley Mailer on Jan. 31.1923 in Long
Branch, N.J. Graduated from Harvard University with engineering
degree in 1943. Married six times, currently to actross/paintcr Barbara
Norris Church. Has eight children.

■ Of note: Authored 27 books; wrote and directed four films:
■Beyond the Law" (1968); "Wild 90* (1969); •Maidstone* (1970); and
Tough Guys Don't Dance* (1987). Received National Book Award and
the Pulitzer Prize for’Armies of the Night* in 1968; received second
Pulitzer for Tho Executioner's Song* in 1980.

■ Books: Tho Naked and tho D cad, 1948; Barbary Shore, 1951; Tho
Door Park, 1955; Advertisements For Myself, 1959; Deaths For Tho
Ladios, 1962; Tho Presidential Papers, 1963; An American Dream,
1965; Cannibals and Christians, 1966; Tho Bullfight. A Photographic
Narrative, 1967; Tho Door Park: A Play, 1967; Short Fiction of Norman
Mall er, 1967; Why Aro Wo In Vietnam?, 1967; Annies in tho Night, 1968;

Miami and the Siege of Chicago, 1968; Of aFiroonthe Moon. 1970;
Tho Prisondr of Sox, 1971; King of tho HUI, 1971; Tho Long Patrol. 1971;
Maidstone: A Mystery, 1971; Existential Errands, 1972; Marilyn, 1973;
Genius and Lust, 1976; Tho Executioner's Song, 1979; Pieces and
Pontificatlona, 1002; Ancient Evenings, .1983; Tough Guys Doot Dance,
1984; Harlot's Ghost, 1991



Mailer------
(Continued from Page IE)

such an obligation. Mailer not
only interprets experience, he
wallows tn It. Perhaps the only
thing that surpasses the magni­
tude of Mailer's literary standing
Is the richness of his personal life.

Never far from the public eye.
Mailer has been a controversial
figure since the publication of his
first novel. “The Naked and the
Dead." in 1948.

Mailer's passion for life — for
violence, alcohol, drugs, extrem­
ist politics, sex. marriage, chil­
dren and very fine writing — has
left him with a smorgasbord of ex­
perience that borders on the bi­
zarre.

Yet unlike other American
writers he has managed to em­
brace these experiences both ob­
jectively and subjectively. The re­
sult has been a stunning array of
books which have profoundly af­
fected Journalism, literature, and
America’s vision of itself.

In 1955. Mailer co-foundcd
and bestowed a name upon The
Village Voice.

In 1960. a drunken Mailer
stabbed his wife, painter Adele
Morales, with a penknife at a tur­
bulent party. No charges were

Norman Mailer
Coming to Wilkes University

filed, but a stint In a psychiatric
hospital followed.

Mailer chose newspaper col­
umnist Jimmy Breslin as his run­
ning mate In the 1969 New York

City mayoral election. The Mall-
cr-BrcsIln ticket finished fourth
In a field of five.

In part, the political failure In
'69 may have been because his
secessionist platform required
that New York City become a sin­
gular entity, the 51st state.

Muhammad All — and boxing
— also fascinated the pugilistic
Mailer. He published "The Fight"
in 1975: the account of the cele­
brated All-Frazlcr bout in Africa
elevated sports writing to new
heights.

Mailer met convicted murderer
Henry Jack Abbott, who was serv­
ing time tn an Illinois penitentia­
ry. In 1979 while completing "The
Executioner's Song.”

Mailer was helpful in getting
Abbott's writing published and in
securing the convict's release
from prison.

Shortly after Abbott was
granted freedom, and his "In the
Belly of the Beast” was published
in 1981. Abbott fatally stabbed a
New York City waiter.

Weighty works

In 1983 Mailer published the
difficult, ponderous, 709-pagc

"Ancient Evenings.” a fictional
account of Egypt tn 1300 B.C.
Oddly, this is his only book that is
not concerned with American cul­
ture.

"Harlot's Ghost" followed in
1991. The weighty. 1.310-pagc
novel that rests I/10th of an
ounce shy of four pounds on a
U.S. Post Office scale, is con­
cerned with the moral integrity of
Lhc CIA. The massive book ends
unexpectedly with the words "TO
BE CONTINUED." Mailer claims a
sequel can be expected.

Has Mailer's very public, very
turbulent personal life affected
the popularity of his work?

Lennon says it has.
“I think it cuts both ways. I

think It has hurt him and It has
helped him," Lannon said. "A lol
of people have decided that he Is
merely a public figure, so they
don't take him seriously. There is
a tradition Ln American culture
that writers arc retiring, that they
are shy. that they put all of their
energy Into the written page.
Mailer destroys those myths.

"(Ernest) Hemingway. (Mark)

Twain ... they were writers who
were out there. At the opposite
end of the spectrum arc (J.D.)
Salinger and (Thomas) Pynchon.
writers who arc never seen. Mailer
Is obviously close to the other
end. So It helps him because peo­
ple recognize him. But there is
also the negative: people think
Mailer Is somehow trying to sell
books by being on the David Frost
Show rather than by writing bet­
ter."

Don’t count him out
Mailer Is on the cusp of age 70.

a time when most people willingly
forgo their life's work and retire to
the comfort of a hammock. Will
this roguish literary lion Ln win­
ter. this gray-maned grand old
man of American letters now slow
down a bit?

Don't bet on it: the bell signal­
ing the end of Mailer's 12th round
with the world has yet to chime.

He recently completed a bio­
graphical study of Pablo Picasso.
which is awaiting publication.
and In the last two weeks has re­

galed tn the limelight of a few
speaking engagements after re­
turning from a curious visit to
Russia.

And there is always the pre­
sumably ponderous sequel to
"Harlot's Ghost." which Mailer in­
sists he will write.

"I think he's very serious about
finishing it." Lennon said of the
"Harlot's Ghost" sequel. “The
next one will be about Vietnam.
Vietnam. Watergate and the love
affair. Now we have to find out
what happens between 1967 and
1983. They arc going to be the
years of Vietnam. Watergate, and
Nixon's resignation."

The ebullient Norman Mailer.
whoever he is. can’t be counted
outjustyet.

Mailer's appearance at Wilkes
University Thursday is free and
open to the public. Doors open at
7 p.m. Seating is available on a
first come, first served basis.

Mailer will be there, on stage.
symbolically naked perhaps; cer­
tainly no ghost, assuredly no lit­
erary harlot, and absolutely not
dead.
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Literary lion befriends Wilkes prof
By GEORGE SMITH______________________
Times Leader Sufi Writer

WILKES-BARRE — J. Michael Lennon
lounges comfortably in his spacious, sec­
ond-floor office In elegant, baronial Weck-
wesser Hall on the Wilkes University campus.

Lennon, tall, august, gray-haired and
gray-bearded, is the university's vice presi­
dent of academic affairs.

The 50-ycar-old professor of English has
personally known prodigious American au­
thor Norman Mailer — who will be appearing
at the school's Dartc Center on Thursday.
Nov. 19 — for more than 20 years.

Lennon did not seem to resent the intru­
sion by this Interviewer interested in discuss­
ing Mailer. His eyes flamed and his voice be­
came animated as he explained how he came
to befriend the controversial writer who has
been awarded two Pulitzer Prizes and the Na­
tional Book Award.

"It was a professional Interest at first be­
cause I wrote my doctoral dissertation on
him." said Lennon, who received his Ph.D
from the University of Rhode Island in 1975.
"While I was in the throes of writing the dis­
sertation — which is always a great, earth-
shattering. climactic event in the life of an ac­
ademic — I wrote him a letter. That was in
1971. I told him about my ideas, and gave
him a sense of how 1 saw his work unfolding
and what my analysis of it was. The big ques­
tion then was how could a novelist write
non-fiction? I didn’t see It that way. as an el-
ther/or proposition, like many Mailer critics
do.

"He wrote back, and we corresponded for
a while, maybe a year. Then I moved to Illi- 

“Mailer’s a real political
junkie. 99

J. Michael Lennon
Wilkes professor

nols and was in my first full-time teaching Job
and was teaching a Norman Mailer seminar.
He was going to appear at another university.
Western Illinois University. That's when I first
met him in the flesh, in 1972. We met. I went
to his lecture and the reception, then we
ended up going to a bar and talking until two
o'clock in the morning."

Lennon, the energetic academic, and Mail­
er. the writer who feeds on experience, obvi­
ously had a lot of common. The men dis­
cussed books, literature, and politics.

“It was in the middle of the McGovern
campaign. Just before the election. Mailer had
Just written a book on the campaign called
'St. George and the Godfather.’ We talked
about that. Mailer's a real political Junkie."

Lennon's Interest in and friendship with
Mailer has proven academically fruitful. He
has edited a book of essays on Mailer (“Cri tlcal
Essays on Norman Mailer), two books of in­
terviews ("Conversations with Norman
Mailer") and “Pontiflcatlons: Interviews with
Norman Mailer”), and edited “Pieces and Pon-
tlficatlons," a book in which Mailer essays are
followed by a series of interviews.

Lennon shares a certain fellowship with
Mailer beyond literary Interest that may have
enhanced his fascination in the author’s 

work. Both men served In the military, and
both men arc keenly interested in politics.

“Politics? Definitely." Lennon said. “We
have a real kinship because of politics. Mailer
loves the city of Chicago, and J spent a lot of
time there involved in politics. He was always
curious about what was going on in the
Windy City and what Mayor Daley was do­
ing."

"The military aspect is a little different be­
cause he was an enlisted man and I was an
officer. He always ribs me about that." said
Lennon, who served as gunnery officer
aboard the USS Uvalde and as an Instructor
at the Naval OCS in Newport. Rhode Island.

In contrast. Mailer was drafted and served
in the U.S. Army in the Philippines and Ja­
pan as an artillery surveyor, rifleman, clerk
and cook beginning in 1944.

Mailer must hold Lennon tn high esteem.
because Lennon has been named one of five
of Mailer’s literary executors.

“That means we enjoy the privilege of car­
rying boxes of his work from his house to the
vault (where Mailer's work is stored)." Lennon
Joked. “It means his secretary or he will refer
questions to me about things he was written.
1 get calls from people who need dates, or in­
formation about his work. Eventually. 1 sup­
pose. the notion is that I'll have a hand in
watching over his literary estate to make sure
that It's treated properly. Essentially it in­
volves marshaling Mailer’s work, because
he’s not at all Interested tn the past.“

Lennon and his wife. Donna, a political
science professor at Penn State University’s
Lehman Campus, have three grown sons.
The Lennons live in Shavertown.

PHOTO COURTESY WILKES UNIVERSITY
□ Wilkes Professor J. Michael Lennon has known Norman Mailer
for more then 20 years. The author speaks at Wilkes Thursday.
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i Norman Mailer
to read at Wilkes

WILKES-BARRE - Nor­
man Mailer will give a
public reading at 7:30 p.m.
on Nov. 19 in the Dorothy
Dickson Daret Center for
the Performing Arts at
Wilkes University/? )

A reception, sponsored by
the Jewish Community
Center, and book signing
will follow.

Admission is free. The
doors open at 6:30 p.m.

. The university’s English
| Department is hosting the
-reading. 7

and film scripts.
The panel discussion set for

Wednesday, Nov. 11, at 7 p.m. also
in the Farley Library, will be an
open discussion of Mailer conduct­
ed by Wilkes University faculty.
and Dr. J. Michael Lennon, Mailer
scholar and vice president for aca­
demic affairs.

Mailer’s first novel, The. Naked
and The Dead, established his repu­
tation as a major American writer
when it topped the best seller list
for eleven weeks after publication
inl948.

Among his best known novels
are The Deer Park (1955), An
American Drcam (1964), Why Are
We In Vietnam?, nominated for a
National Book Award, and The
Executioner’s Song, which won a
Pulitzer Prize in 1979.

After founding The Village
Voice in-1955, Mailer adapted, his:
riovelistic skills-to journalistic
essays and reporting. His mastery
of the non-fiction narrative was
recognized when'Armies ofthe
Night (1968) won both the Pulitzer
Prize and National Book Award.
Over the past 40 years he has'writ­
ten regularly for Esquire, Dissent,
The Paris Review and many other
periodicals.

His most recent novels include
Ancient Evenings (1983), Tough
Guys Don’t Dance (1984), and
Harlot’s Ghost (1991).

This program is supported in
part by the Pa. Humanities Council,
a statewide organization funded
partially by the National
Endowment for the Humanities. It
does not necessarily express the
views of the council or the endow­
ment —.

At Wilkes University
University English

Department will host a public read­
ing by American novelist Norman
Mailer on Thursday, Nov. T9, at
7:30 p.m. in Dorothy Dickson
Darte Center for the Performing
Arts. A. reception,.sponsored by the
Jewish Community Center, and
book signing will follow Mailer’s
reading. Admission is free. Limited
seating is available. The doors will
open at 6:30.

A library exhibit and panel dis­
cussion arc also scheduled to intro­
duce the community to the work
and life of Mailer. On display at the
E.S. Farley Library on the Wilkes
campus now through Nov. 18th, the
exhibit includes a variety of articles
and reviews, gallery posters, hand­
written manuscripts, first editions,
photographs, journalistic articles
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Mailer to give 7^
reading at Wilkes

WILKES-BARRE — Novclisi
Norman Mailer will host a public
reading Thursday at 7:30 p.m. in the
Dorothy Dickson Dane Center for
the Performing Arts at Wilkes
University.

A reception and book signing will
follow Mailer’s reading. Admission
is free. Seating is limited and doors
open at 6:30.
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19
MEETINGS

✓ Lackawanna Adoptive Parents, 7
p.m., first floor conference room.
Lackawanna County Administra­
tion Building, 200 Adams Ave.

✓ A.C.T. business meeting, 9 am.
to 3 p.m., Wesley Village Retire­
ment Community, Pittston. Jean
Roman will be speaker.

✓ Lower Lackawanna Valley Sani­
tary Authority public work session, 7
p.m., Authority Building, Coxton
Road, Duryea. The public is invited
to discuss the preliminary 1993
budget.

✓ Compassionate Friends, 7 p.m.,
CMC Nurses Residence. Mary Lou­
der will present “How To Get
Through The Holidays.”

✓ Keystone Junior’ College Book
Discussion Group, 7 p.m., Faculty
Lounge, Miller Library. “The Thief
and the Dogs" by Najib Mahfuz will
be discussed.

✓ Rail Trail Council, 6 p.m.. Two
Guys, Forest City. The public is
invited to attend. The group’s pur­
chase of trackbed from D&H Rail­
road will be discussed.

✓ Century Club, 2 p.m., at the club.
Speaker will be Timothy B. Mc­
Grath, director of the State Office
for Northeastern Pennsylvania for
Senator Harris Wofford. He will I
present “The Federal Govern­
ment’s Role and its Impact On
Senior Citizens."

✓ French Conversation Club, 8
p.m., Kostka House, University of
Scranton. Call Pat at 563-1401 for
reservations. Crepes will be
served.

✓ Greater Scranton Insurance Asso­
ciation, 5 p.m., Sebastianelli’s Res­
taurant. Elizabeth Jackson will
discuss women in management.

✓ Overeaters Anonymous, 2 p.m.,
St. Paul’s School, 1525 Penn Ave.

SPECIAL EVENTS
✓ Polish Union of the USA straw

and paper ornament workshop, 7 to
9 p.m., St. Michael’s Hall, 1703
Jackson St. The public is invited.
There is no charge except an ini­
tial fee for art supplies. Make
reservations with Terri Rumensky
at 489-6877.

✓ Wilkes University will present a
reading by Norman Mailer at 7:30
p.m. in the Darte Center for the
Performing Arts.

✓ Scranton Christian Women's Club
“That Finishing Touch” luncheon,
11:30 a.m., Grand Plaza Hotel, Dick­
son City. „ ,

✓ Scranton After Five Club "Bush­
els of Goodies" dinner meeting,
6:30 p.m., Grand Plaza Hotel, Dick­
son City. Cost is $7.50. Presenta­
tions by Barbara Brown and Lou
Rickard will be featured.



Norman Mailer to
give public reading

The Wilkes University English
Department will host a public
reading by American novelist,
Norman Mailer, Thursday, Nov.
19 at 7:30 p.m. in the Darte
Center.

A reception, sponsored by the
Jewish Community Center, and
book signing will follow Mailer’s
reading. Admission is free, but
limited seating is available. Doors
will open at 6:30 p.m.



Norman Mailer may have
coined the word 'factoid'

SIR: I have noticed that CNN has a short segment
titled “FACTOID.” I cannot find the word in my dic­
tionary, though I do find that “-oid” is a suffix mean­
ing like or resembling. How is something resembling
a fact? I thought something either was or wasn’t a
fact.-CINDYB.

A: Not always. Norman Mailer, who is said to have
coined the word, wrote that factoids are “facts which
have no existence before appearing in a magazine or
newspaper, creations which are not so much lies as a
product to manipulate emotion . . As you sug­
gested, factoids are of great usefulness during politi­
cal campaigns.

By now, "factoid” is sometimes used to mean a
minor or insignificant fact.

o
SIR: In various periodicals in recent years I have

seen the word “redux.” I can’t find it in any dic­
tionary. What does it mean? — M.K.

A: No, it’s not in many dictionaries. It means
brought back, returned to a healthy state. The “dux”
is Latin for leader. If a candidate named Smith had
been far behind in the polls, but somehow won re­
election, you might refer to him as Smith redux.
Sounds grand, doesn’t it?

o
SIR: If words like already, almost, although,

always and albeit are all right, why isn’t “alright”
all right? -HOLLY D.

A: Just because it isn’t, that’s why. Your mistake
is in thinking there’s logic in spelling. There isn’t, of
course, so never write “alright” when you mean “all
right.” It’s simply not all right at all.

o
CLEAR PREFERENCE of the week, expressed by

Jonathan G.: “A fast-food place in my town has a
sign that says, ‘For Speedy Service, Please Combine
Orders Together.’ I personally would prefer to com­
bine orders separately.”

(Send questions, comments, and good and bad ex­
amples to Lydel Sims, Watch Your Language, 366 S.
Highland, Apt. 410, Memphis, Tenn. 38111. If you
quote a book, please give author, title and page
number. Sorry, but questions can be answered only
through this column.)

Lydel Sims

Watch Your Language
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life and works of Norman Mailer
were on display in the Wilkes Lob-
by and a reception was held lol
lowing the reading sponsored by
the Jewish Community Center.

Mailer signed all books from the
huge crowd of fans and American
writer hopefuls at the reception
following the readings.

Citizens' Voice Correjpondent

American novelist Norman
Mailer appeared before a packed
house at the Wilkes University
Darte Center Thursday night for a
public reading of three of his

works.Mailer established his career as
a famous American writer at the
age of 25 when his first novel —
"The Naked and the Dead” - re­
mained on the best seller  list for 61
weeks after its 1948 publication.
Mailer’s best known novels include
“An American Dream,” "Why Are

■ We in Vietnam?’’and "The Ex­
ecutioner’s Song," which won a
Pulitzer Prize in 1979.

After co-founding the Village
Voice in 1955, Mailer extended his
novelistic skills to journalism. His
non-fiction narrative "The Armies
of The Night” (1968) won both a
Pulitzer Prize and the National

Book Award.Mailer was introduced by Dr.
John Michael Lennon, Wilkes Vice
President for Academic Affairs at
Wilkes, who described Mailer as
the "most prolific writer since

of narrative iuj _____Mailer’s total body of work com­
poses a "museum of narrative

forms.”The author began by saying the
unspoken theme for the evening
would  be "Art Saves Lives.”

Mailer first read from his essay
published in the October issue of
"The New Republic” on the 1992
Republican convention. In this
essay, Mailer created the scene of
4000 “wealthy Republicans” at the
Houston Astrodome. Barbara Bush
was described as the "queen of
America” who could front any
confrontation and who could ad­
dress tens of thousands of people
as if they were two or three.

Mailer went on to describe the
AIDS issue at the Republican con-

s vention. "People with HTV have
not entered some alienated state of
being, they are human,” Mailer
read from his work.

Mailer described the Repu
convention as "contradictor:
with mixed messages with a
tion of Dan Quayle "relaxed ...
fear of getting his picture in the

newspapers.

Mailer
from page 1

When asked how he was inspired mous weaiui. i ma-.—to become a writer. Mailer an- vivid and squeamish details of the

swered "When I was an adoles- E

cent, I wasn't really good at any­
thing.” The first writing class
Mailer took at Harvard struck him
as "exciting.""I followed it thereafter.” Mail­
er described his transfer from
Brooklyn to Harvard to the army
as a "shock.”The novelist encouraged hopeful
writers to keep writing. "There is
no royal road to becoming a
writer,” said Mailer. He described
the use of too many adjectives as
"desperately dangerous.”

"It is very hard to write a truly
good novel,” he said, "It’s one of
the most difficult acts known to
mankind.” The two key elements
to becoming a successful writer,
according to Mailer, are luck and
character. "Character is terribly
important to recover from disap­
pointment.”

The novelist said the three big­
gest diseases of America today are
TV, advertising, and plastic. He
said advertising encourages too
many people to lie.

"A good novel grows out of
itself,” said Mailer, “It’s very
much like falling in love, it only
happens a few times in life.”

Mailer then read from two of his
other works. "Harlot’s Ghost”,
published in 1991, a story about the
CIA where the novelist joked that
it was the first time he created a
character brighter than himself.

Mailer’s third reading was from
"Ancient Evenings,” published in
1983. The novelist spent 11 years
writing this novel about Ancient
Egypt because he was "fasci­
nated” with the Ancient Egyptian
death customs much more "dy-

Author Mailer offers his views on life
By DEMISE PAVLOSK. JSS’S'-SlS’

” -------- Mailer's total body of work com- theaudience.-f-«»Mh’ve (See MAILER, page 37)

Egyptians that they enter into
"extraordinary adventures after
death and their only chance in the
underworld was if they had enor-

. . mous wealth. This novel included

Egyptian death customs.
An exhibition of material on the

Norman Mailer

? n 1992

'Cv
hvf'C AFFAIRS
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Mailer
older, not
nxellower

‘ By KENT JACKSON
Sthndard-Speaker Staff Writer

Norman Mailer, the writer­
battler, planted himself at the po­
dium, back arched, chest barreling
forward, and braced for the ques­
tions.

A questioner, he warned earlier
in the night, has to be an artist to
cause him visible discomfort on
stage.

One question was designed to
paint Mailer into a corner: “Are
you still negative against
women?”

Mailer, who debated with
feminists in the early 1970s,
brushed off Thursday’s question
on sexism.

“You tell me?” Mailer ques­
tioned the questioner in a tone that
drew laughs.

The woman, one of the more
than 500 people sitting in what
Mailer called “a comfortable
room” of the Dorothy Dickson
Darte Center at Wilkes Uqiversi-
ty, wasn’t sure how Mailer felt
about women these days. He
might have grown more positive
toward them, she said she had
heard.

“Tell us what you’ve heard,”
Mailer said in the same tone,
drawing the same laughs.

“I have five daughters and
have been married six times,”
Mailer continued. “The only
trouble I’ve had with women is I
started with an extraordinarily el­
evated view of them. I’ve come to
the conclusion that women are no
better than men, but I have
nothing against them.”

Except perhaps Marilyn
Quayle, whom he skewered in an
article about the Republican Na­
tional Convention that was
published in the October issue of
the The New Republic. During her
speech at the convention, Quayle
smiled at the wrong times — “on
the beat, off the beat,” says the
article, one of three works from
which Mailer read on Thursday.

But had he mellowed? asked
another spectator during the dia­
logue that interrupted the
readings.

“I haven’t gotten mellow. I’ve
gotten older,” Mailer said.

True, his suit vest stretched as
much at the stomach as at the
chest. His curls, combed back,
have whitened since the jacket
photo of his first book, The Naked
and the Dead, a World War II
novel and national bestseller.

But his energy has surged.
In the 44 years since The Naked

and the Dead appeared, Mailer
has written, by the most generous
count, 48 books. The precise
number is subject to interpretation
because many books are exerpted
and reprinted, said Wilkes vice
president J. Michael Lennon, who
wrote his doctor’s thesis on Mail­
er and invited Mailer to the uni­
versity.

Mailer’s writing takes many
forms: novels, journalism, poems,
essays, interviews, screen plays.
He also acted, directed, and co­
founded the Village Voice news­
paper in New York, where he
onc»* ran for mayor.

Such energy may be a divine
gift, according to beliefs of an­
cient Egyptians that Mailer
described before reading from his
novel about their culture, Ancient
Evenings.

The passage described percep­
tions, perhaps from a soul, as a
body was prepared for burial

“How different my life seemed
to my liver,” Mailer read.

Mailer’s liver, however, seems
active as ever.

“I’m incredibly angry,” he
said. ”... The thought of how
this country has been wasted
never fails to get me infuriated.’ ’

Mailer pumped bile on gov­
ernment, television, even plastics
— the “excrement” of the oil
industry, he said.

The Cold War, he said, could
have ended 10, maybe 20, years
earlier. The Soviet Union had
become a “Third World nation,”
ready to crumble even without the
final push from the Reagan ad­
ministration’s military spending.
While pushing the Soviets, the
U.S. piled its own debt as Ger­
many and Japan prospered.

No fan of the Republicans, as
Marilyn Quayle can attest, Mailer
likes Democratic president-elect
Bill Clinton. He compared Clin­
ton’s dedication to that of Picasso,
an accomplished painter as a
child. Clinton wanted to be presi­
dent since a teen-age meeting
with John F. Kennedy.

“I don’t like what (Clinton)
inherits at all,” Mailer added.

The inheritance includes tele­
vision, which Mailer said Ameri­
cans watch more than any other
people. Television, he said,
disrupts the thinking of viewers
every seven minutes with com­
mercials, which encourage people
to lie and show American com­
panies have become more excited
about marketing than manufactur­
ing.



Mailer’s older, but still breathing fire
■ Pulitzer Prize winning author
tells Wilkes crowd he still means
every agitating word
By GEORGE SMITH________________
Tmas Loader Staff Writer

WILKES-BARRE — America’s angry
young man is not so young any more.
but he’s still plenty angry.

Two-time Pulitzer Prize winning au­

thor . Norman Mailer,
who spoke to a stand­
ing-room-only audi­
ence at Wilkes Univer­
sity Thursday night.
said his feisty reputa­
tion is warranted.

1 haven’t gotten
mellow.” the 69-ycar-
old Mailer said. "I've
Just gotten older. I'm
still angry.”

• Mailer read excerpts from • his work
and responded to questions from the au­
dience at the University’s Dorothy Dick­
son Darte Center for the Performing
Arts.

The appearance capped a week-long
"Mailer fest” at Wilkes that featured an
evening of lectures on the author's life
and work and an exhibition of Mailer
memorabilia.
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Mailer-----
(Continued from Page 1A)

The controversial Mailer is one
of the nation's top authors. He
was awarded the Pulitzer Prize
and the National Book Award in
1969 for “Armies in the Night.”
He got his second Pulitzer for
“The Executioner's Song,” pub­
lished Ln 1979.

“How this country has been
wasted is infuriating. We have
been fighting a Cold War for 40
years, and it should have been
over long ago.” Mailer said. “I was
in Russia for the first time in
1984.1 found the technology to be
poor, and if they have poor tech­
nology. they couldn’t have a good
army. We kept the Cold War going
because we needed it to keep our
economy functioning and to upset
the Russian economy. Now. we
will have to repair the Russian
economic machine ourselves. So
I'm not mellow. Tm still angry.”

Once a self-confessed consum­
mate boozer and brawler. Mailer
is still possessed with the rage
and passion that led him to be
dubbed "America’s angry young
man" earlier in his career.

Short and stocky. Mailer
walked onto the stage like a tired
longshoreman. His strong, gruff
voice crackled, and his intense
blue eyes flamed under bushy
brows as he read passages from
two novels. "Ancient Evening”
and "Harlot's Ghost.” and from a
political piece on the Republican
Convention called "By Heaven In­
spired."

When accepting questions, his
hands pointed into the audience
like a heavyweight fighter firing
superior Jabs at some friendly
sparring partner.

While Mailer discussed the
weighty subjects of politics and
writing, the evening was not with­
out humor.

When asked if he would retract

PRIZE-WINNING AUTHOR — Pulitzer Prtzo winning a capacity crowd at the Dorothy Dickson Darte Center
author Norman Mailer reads excerpts from his works to at Wilkes University Thursday.

any of the millions of words he
has written. Mailer said he defi­
nitely would not.

"When Picasso was asked if he
had ever painted any bad pic­
tures. he said, 'Some arc better
than others, but there are no bad
Picassos.’ That's how I feci about
it." Mailer said.

Mailer is convinced Bill Clinton
is a good choice for president.

"It’s a tremendously interest­
ing time. Things are going to get a
lot better, or we’re headed for a
catastrophe. It would have been a
totalitarian disaster if the Repub­
licans were elected.” Mailer said.

"Clinton’s early ambition to be 

president is to his credit. If there
is a rational way out of our coun­
try’s problems, he will find that
way out.”

In writing recently released
"Harlot’s Ghost.” Mailer Jokingly
said the character Hugh Tremont
Montague was the only one he
ever created that was more intelli­
gent than he Is.

"Harlot’s Ghost” is Mailer’s
version of the CIA's involvement
in United States politics, history
and society as seen through the
eyes of three CIA operatives. It
took seven years to write.

The book sells for 630. weighs
almost four pounds, runs 1,310
pages, and ends with the words

"To Be Continued.”
Will it be continued?
Mailer says it will.
Tm working on it, but I’m not

writing Just yet." he said.
A book on Picasso’s early years

will be published in a few years.
"The Picasso book is done, but

it could be two years before it
comes out. Getting permissions
for the prints takes time.”

Perhaps with irony. Mailer’s fi­
nal reading was a passage detail­
ing the embalming process used
by the Egyptians. It came from
"Ancient Evenings."

"I believe in Karma. I see God’s
wit Ln Karma and reincarnation."
Mailer said.


