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Great reads timeless,
Norman Mailer
archivist says
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J. Michael Lennon, a Shavertown resident end
English professor at Wilkes University, is the
archivist of writer Norman Mailer as well as the
president of the newly formed Norman Mailer
Society. The club is named for the Pulitzer Prize­
winning author who penned notable books such as
‘The Naked and the Dead' and 'The Executioner’s
Song.'
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niharper@lcader.net

f-j Michael Lennon doesn’t believe the novel
is over. Certainly it can’t be, says the
Wilkes University professor who spends
his days teaching college students the ins

O and outs of American literature.
“The novel is very concerned with keeping up with

the world around us,” Lennon, the archivist for cele­
brated author Norman Mailer, saj^ on a recent snowy
morning at his office in the old Kirby mansion on River
Street.

Therefore, the novel will change and adapt as writers
deal with challenging and contemporary issues such as
Sept. 11 or the war in Iraq, he says.

But in this media-driven, digital age of iPods, MP3s,
DVDs, plasma televisions and computer chat rooms,
the average person might forget the very notable and
worthy pastime that can, in many cases, trump the pix­
els and iTunes: reading.

Reading doesn’t mean simply picking up a copy of
People or Maxim or Men’s Health at the doctor’s office
and saying you read something. It means sitting down
with a hearty book, perhaps a classic, and digging into
the world of Huck Finn, Jay Gatsby or Don QuLxote.

To put it simply: Reading classic books such as Ralph
Ellison’s “Invisible Man” or Joseph Conrad’s “Heart of
Darkness” doesn’t have to stop after you finish high
school or college.

And in case you were too involved with Hollywood
flicks, makeover shows and the sagas of reality-televi­
sion couples and Michael Jackson to take note, classic
reads are making a serious comeback. This year, those
literary works have found a new and dominant sup­
porter in Oprah Winfrey, talk-show host and avid read­
er. Early this year, she promoted John Steinbeck’s “East
of Eden” for her revamped book club.

And for the past few years, Hollywood has been
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NEW YORK — Whether you
walk into a jewelry store with
visions of chandeliers or wed­
ding bells, it pays to educate
yourself about a girl’s best, and
most expensive, friend.

The Diamond Information
Center, an organization that
promotes the diamond indus­
try, says diamond consumers
should go to school on the “four
C’s.” That’s color, clarity, cut
and carat — how a diamond
measures up on these four cri­
teria determines its value.

Carat denotes the size of the
ring, but is only one criteria,
and thus two rings of the same
size can have different prices.
The quality of the cut is what
makes a diamond reflect light
and produce a brilliant sparkle.

Clarity refers to blemishes
within the stone, or inclusions.
The rarer stones have fewer
inclusions. Diamonds with the
most inclusions are graded II
or 13, and the stones with the
fewest inclusions are WS1 or
WS2. Color is more of a per­
sonal choice, since any dia­
mond color can be cut brilliant­
ly. But the rarest, and priciest,
stones are either in the most
colorless range or are brightly
colored “fancies" in such colors
as pink, blue and yellow.

To make sure you are work­
ing with a reputable dealer, the
Jewelers of America, (800) 223-
0673, can make recommenda­
tions. Major purchases often
are accompanied by diamond
certificates or diamond grading
reports provided by the
American Gemological Society,
the International Gemological
Institute or the Gemological
Institute of America.

Once the purchase has been
made, don’t forget that dia­
monds require upkeep. Daily
buildup of skin oils and soap
can dull diamonds. To keep
your jewelry sparkling, the
Diamond Information Center
suggests regular cleaning by
any of the following methods:

• Give your jewelry a yearly
checkup and bring it in for a
professional cleaning by a jew­
eler, who can also check for
loose fittings and other poten­
tial problems.

o Soak jewelry for 30 min­
utes in a solution that is half
cold water and half household
ammonia. Then use a soft
brush to clean the jewelry
before giving it a second rinse
in the solution and letting it dry
on a paper towel.

» Give your jewelry a bub­
ble bath" in a bowl of warm
water with a small amount of
any mild liquid detergent
While it is soaking, use a small
brush to clean the jewelry.
Then put the jewelry in a strain­
er and rinse with warm water
under the faucet and pat it dry
with a soft, lint-free cloth.
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cranking out adaptations of lit­
erary works and ones about
troubled, notable authors. This
year, there’s “Sylvia,” based on
the life of the late poet Sylvia
Plath, "Master and
Commander,” from a popular
historical-fiction series, and the
upcoming “Cold Mountain,”
starring Nicole Kidman and
Jude Law.

So to add one more item to
your already overloaded life:
There’s a list of books, mostly
classic works, you should read
before you die. And depending
on whom you ask, any list of
must-read literature probably
will include works by James
Joyce, F. Scott Fitzgerald,
Virginia Woolf, William
Faulkner, Fyodor Dostoevsky,
Gabriel Garcia Marquez and
Norman Mailer.

For Lennon, though, the
must-read author who has been
a truly dominant literary force
in the 20th century is Mailer,
80, who has interviewed the
likes of Muhammad Ali and
Madonna in his writing career
in addition to penning dozens of
novels and nonfiction accounts.
This year, Mailer published a
book called “Why Are We At
War?” — a critical look at
George W. Bush and war.

Lennon, who has been at
Wilkes for 12 years, says Mailer
is to the second part of the 20th
century what Ernest
Hemingway — another must-
read author — was to the first.

Therefore, when it comes to
Mailer’s books, Lennon, presi­
dent of the newly formed
Norman Mailer Society, has two

USEFUL TO YOU
If you like the writings of

Pulitzer Prize winner Norman
Mailer, here's your chance to
join fans and scholars who
meet to discuss the author's
works.

To become a member of The
Norman Mailer Society, send
a check payable to The
Norman Mailer Society in
care of David H. Light, 75
Jennings Lane, Windham, CT
06280. Include your name,
address, e-mail address and
telephone number. Fees are
$20 for individual member­
ship, $25 for couples, $10 for
students and $250 for life­
time membership.

Next year, society members will
meet in Provincetown, R.I.,
where Mailer has a home.

For more information, visit the
Web site www.normanmailer-
society.org.

selections on his list of 31 books
you need to read before you die:
“The Naked and the Dead” and
“The Executioner’s Song.”

“He has tremendous longevi­
ty,” says Lennon, who wrote his
doctoral dissertation on Mailer
and now gathers all of Mailer’s
written works, which are stored
locally. After all, he says, a new
Mailer piece appears in the
50th-anniversary issue of
Playboy. “Mailer is interested in
everything.”

Now, here comes your assign­
ment. If the names Justin
Timberlake, Missy Elliott,
Eminem, Jennifer Lopez and
Tom Cruise ring a bell more
than the names of literary fig­
ures such as George Eliot,
Emily Bronte, Ralph Ellison,
Stendhal and Toni Morrison,
then you might consider skip­
ping the downloading for a few 

L E K E

weeks so you can get yourself
a bookstore or library.

Lennon, who says he
contemporary books such
Charles Frazier’s “Cek
Mountain” and the AubreY’
Maturin series by Patrick
O’Brian, offered his list of n’ust
reads.

While it’s a fairly diverse l’s*
of classics, Lennon says he real­
izes his picks don't include u,e
works of female authors other
than Virginia Woolf, who was
the basis for the award-wini>in&
novel and movie “The Hours-
(Don’t worry. He would have
included Morrison’s Pulitzer
Prize-winning “Beloved.”)

He also thinks the order of i>ls
picks could switch on any given
day. Ultimately, he says, these
books hit him in the stomach
and “moved me and changed
me in deep and profound ways.”
Now, see for yourself:

1. "A Portrait of the Artist as a
Young Man" and “Ulysses"
by James Joyce

2. "Moby-Dick” by Herman
Melville

3. "The Adventures of
Huckleberry Finn" by Mark
Twain

4. "Anna Karenina" by Leo
Tolstoy

5. "The Portrait of a Lady” by
Henry James

6. "Madame Bovary" by
Gustave Flaubert

7. "Middlemarch" by George
Eliot

8. "Crime and Punishment" by
Fyodor Dostoevsky

9. "The Naked and the Dead” by
Norman Mailer

10. "One Hundred Years of
Solitude" by Gabriel Garcia

Marquez

"• "The Great Gatsby" by F.
Scott Fitzgerald

'2. "The Scarlet Letter" by
Nathaniel Hawthorne

13. "Mrs. Dalloway" by Virginia
Woolf

14. "U.S.A." (trilogy) by John
Dos Passos

IS- "The Sun Also Rises" by
Ernest Hemingway

16. "Light In August" by William
Faulkner

17. "The Red and the Black" by
Stendhal

18. "Invisible Man" by Ralph
Ellison

19. "The Mayor of Casterbridge"
by Thomas Hardy

20. "The Ambassadors" by
Henry James

21. "Heart of Darkness" by
Joseph Conrad

22. "On the Road” by Jack
Kerouac

23. "From Here to Eternity" by
James Jones

24. "The Executioner's Song"
by Norman Mailer

25. "Robinson Crusoe" by
Daniel Defoe

26. "Don Quixote" by Miguel de
Cervantes

27. "Sister Carrie" by Theodore
Dreiser

28. "Passage to India” by E.M.
Forster

29. "The Brothers Karamazov"
by Fyodor Dostoevsky

30. "The Charterhouse of
Parma" by Stendahl
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The hat is the most visible
— and for some women, the
most troublesome — element
of the winter accessories
wardrobe. Finding something
that’s functional as well as styl­
ish can be a challenge.

But hats needn’t be daunt­
ing, says Wyandotte, Mich.,
milliner Gena Conti. Her
favorite hats for winter are the
cloche, which pulls down over
the ears for a '20s look, and a
feminine version of the fedora.

The movie "Chicago,” with
its femme fatales and dapper
gents, is the inspiration for
those hats, she says.

Fall’s mod trend has made
its way into winter hats, in
color-block styles and newsboy
caps with a Swinging London
look. And there are hats made

solely to amaze, soaring
ations with wide brims,
crowns and ravishing v<
trim.

If warmth is most im
tant, look for hats made of
ric that has some fuzz: w
fur, felt, velvet, chenille
cashmere. Don't expec
leather or suede hat to be e
cially warm, Conti wa
unless it’s lined with sc
thing plush.

The same applies to gio
look for linings made of c
mere or Thinsulate, a n
made material that ret:
heat. But it’s hard to tl
about warmth when yo
entranced by a pair of pu
leather gloves trimmed v
tiny buttons or a pristine w
pair edged with black sti
ing.

This year, gloves are tai
a key role in winter ac
sories, the last piece in
puzzle of a polished prese
tion.
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