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respond? Ramer than focus on the
cause of the problem — target prices
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Rockland. Del
ot tong ago. the Fed­
eral Government an­
nounced the largest
program in history tor
paying tarmen not to
grow com. corgnum, 

barley and oats. The cost to taxpay­
ers? About 81-5 bdltoo. maybe more.
That's on top of the 825 bill ton already
spent on commodity supfXMt pro­
grams this year.

The 15 percent of farm acreage
that would to taken out of producuon
under the new program comes on top
of the 20 percent already toted by
farmers who participate in farm sub­
sidy programs tor these crops. Our
policy, in short, is to tell farmers not
to produce as much as they can. And

» •^niciMie? The mar-

Ever since Pope John
Paul ii was shot in
May 1981. argumentshave rageo aoout who.

f if anyone, might nave. beea^hehind Mehmet
- All Agca. me man with the smooin#

gun. A sorely beset Italian jpry sup- .
posediy setued tne/quesuon last
spang oy acquitting aiMof the gun-

Stnce 1980. Congress has tned to
survive the farm cruts in its usuah
manner, opening the fundmg spigot
and nervously asking the country to
ignore me inevitable financial drain.
During me past five years, spenomg
on price support programs has in­
creased more rapidly man any other
budget item, including defense, from
$4 billion in 1981 to more than 825 bil­
lion mis year. And me average
farmer is in worse shape than ever.

Neither money nor legislative tinx*
enng will solve the problem. We must
admit that price support programs
are a trap for the farmer and tax­
payer alike. The 50-year*old pohey of
commodity pnee regulation must be
drastically altered to take Amencan
agriculture oft the treadpuu of over-
supply, depressed pnees. dniteqx-
ablytow-lgrm incoma and growing

Italy as me ^rorrngfarof doubt.” Ev>

sraa of ••exaitaxmo,*' but they were
also artfully contrived to “mislead
the court and dimimsh disown comn-
buttoa to me truth."

Not to to autetnto, virtually every­
body else implicated in me case was
found to nave bed his need off. Not
tenet among them were the three ac­
cused Bulgarians, whose alibis
proved worthless, and their Govern-

Revival
of a
Bulgarian
connection

Whatever you Hunk of either ci ttese
deasioiis, look at then Iron the
farmers point al view: one day te a
not allowed to sell co the Russians.
next thing, we re paying bun to ooil

The biggest tally of alL of course, is
the very toundauon of our (arm
policy — the target pace system that
has our farmers addicted to Govern-
mem aid.

Instead of botsterng farm income.
target prices cause larmers to grow
more than the aoantet will bear. The

mem. whose loot-dragging proved abooi
hindrance enouan to draw- a stem other
magisterial retxMe. c

Onbalance.Mr.Agcasullcameoui II
kxkung mote credtaie man me resu C
Important pans of bls original con- t

He must nave knows me mree- BuL th
ganans he idenufied personally. He w
had (untuned one or two 'precise de­
tails" about eacn of them oelore pick- 1
mg out their prrxoa n an aiouni. Many •
omer details he pronoeo — especially c
about me sole Bulgarian in custody, f
Sergei Antonov — could not nave oeen i
leaned Irom the press, me >uoges .
laid. In the court 's consnered opuuoo,
tunhermore. nooody macneo mm.

Still more incnmoaung was his
"mconiestably" tirsi-hand Knowl­
edge of a now (amour truck mat tell
the Bulgarian Embassy in Rome two
houn alter the snooting. Mr. Agca
had claimed msmenuy since Febru­
ary I M2 that |usl such a truck was to
have been provtoed tar his getaway.

It mis mucn might lend plausibility
to the rest o( Mr. Agca s story, it was
not enough to seal me Bulgarians
late. Whatever their connection wnr
him. there was no solid proof ma
they had sent him to mil me Pope
The jury had only Mr. Agca's wort
(or mat. It was tantalising and pei
naps even persuasive, all mings cot
siaered. but not enough to send a mi
to prison lor life.

Hence, the jury s ''doubtful"
diet. Whether it looks tike naif gull
or hall innocent depends on who
looking.

They boil down to Uns. Mr. Agca
was a hired killer, ckwery imkeu. to
the Turtush psalia. wtnen in turn nad
dose lies with Buigana. The Turkisn
mafia had spnaig kunfrom an Istan-
buf rail lor the fob W^Roihe and pro­
vided "ctmunuotaTlMp" along with

Behind

sxaatL The Pope's wcu«rt» kiUer.
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Italian Judge Doubts Bulgarians’ Alibis

lheev“iu’ t**m“h'es on '‘Jndamental'pom'ro
alien of the evidence required extreme the investigation."
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The document made public today
was signed by Judge Severino Santi-
apidii, who presided over the conspir­
acy trial It eaya that Mi. Agea~tmrf
willfully destroyed his own credibility
as a witness, seemed intent on protect- 

Gonnoioseur-;
1/3 to 1/2
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caution" because ol the courtroom
behavior-of-the-paoapal prosecutior
witness, Mr. Agca, who offered "re
tractions and denials of the retractiom

enough for a conviction.
1 Mr. Agca-toad admitted shooting the

Pope bi St Peter's Square on May 13.

ROME, Nov. 11 - An Italian <
document made public today con___
that three Bulgarians who were acquit
ted after having been tried for r..
to kill Pope John Paul li In 1M1

Lvided suspsrinus alibis----------------
i The document says the alibis did not
I refute evidence that the papal assai

tags tri th them before be shot the Pope.■ » — .U- 

me Gucumer* included that while
firm evidence emerged u> Unit the tte-!
fendants in an stsatsmation plot, there
were solid Indications that Mr. Agca
had not acted alone.

The three Bulgarians, along with
three Turks, were acquitted in March
on the ground of insufficient evidence.
a formula that under Italian law means
that the accusations hsd merit, but that

lv destabilizing to Central Arner-
i " He described the Sandinistas as
n armed vanguard against their peo-
- and their neighbors." _

* cannot give lip service to
•—'Cracy when H is convenient and
"ess. but turn our backs on it when
.....  are costs or risks," he sai£ ap-
■’-rntly in a reference to the Reagan
"ministration's determination to con-
.iue supporting the contras. "As long
-:he legitimate desires of the Nicara-
lan people lor genuine democracy
re repressed, the inevitable result will
c rebellion, insurgency and civil war."
In an open letter published today m

luniemaian newspapers, contra laatU
-- said they agreed that "solutions to
nc conflict must come from the coun­
ties directly affectedby the crisis."
"The origin of the conflict is inter-

" said the letter, which was signed
Adolfo Calero Portocarrero. Arturo

Cruz and Alfonso Robelo Callejas,
h<- ihree pnncipal leaders of the
•-•'cd States-backed United Nlcara-

• ■' >n Opposition. "The causes have to
with the existence m Nicaragua of o
dilanan regime which is by nature

■ "insionisi and aggressive "
'ireign Minister Miguel d'Escolo

Hi'irkmann of Nicaragua said today
■' ■' the United States was matrtly re-

■risible for "the problem in Central
■' mcrica. lhe problem with Contadora.

■ -I the problems in Latin America "
He said lhe Contadora group, which

li.is been seeking to find a formula for
I |M-ace in Central America for nearly

'"•ir years, was being undercut by the
I Untied Stales. Both Costa Rica and

Honduras have withdrawn from par-
nt ipalion in Contadora mailers as a
protest over Nicaragua’s decision to
bring sun against them in the Interna­
tional Court of Justice on charge* of
aiding the contras

"The decisions made tn those two

is some credibility to "the hypothesis"
that the suspected Turkish assassins
were "commtssionetP' by "another

political" tnouveuon of the oct
The document said the trial left no

doubt that Mr. Agca had received help
from lhe Tusiitah uadsreaecld and it
noted Mr. Agca's contention* of Des be­
tween Turkish criminal groups and the
Bulgarian aecrer set vice --------

After recalling the sanctuary Mr.
I Agca received in Bulgaria in 18M. the
I fudge said that Bulgaria had refused to
cooperate fully In the investigation.

The alibis provided by the three Bul­
garian -dAfualauts were -jndged-weait
and susptciou* in the document. Two ol
the Bulgarians. former embassy offi­
cials. were not present for the trial. The
third. Sergei L. Antonov, former station
manager of the Balkan Airlines office
here, provided an alibi that was "sus­
pect because it was patently fabricat­
ed." the document said.

Mr Agca's contention that he had
met Mr Antonov on several occasions
was held credible because ol the de­
tailed information Mr. Agca provided
about Mr Antonov's appearance and
habits. The report said supicions of a
link between Mr. Agca and the Bulgar­
ians persisted because Mr. Agca had
testified accurately about a Bulgarian
diplomatic truck that left Rome hours
after the shooting and that he said was
to be his getaway vehicle

The document also rebutted allege-

had reason to expeel that he would bi
helped to escape from prison tf he RK-

The l.TWpagn document is a fusti-
beaticnol senuinev-tbst IWRao fudges
are required JoTUe.

In reviewtag Mr. Agca's activities
before the shoottag, the document con­
tends that there was a direct connec­
tion between his escape from a Turkish
prison in 1*79 and hl* public threats to
kill the Pope during a papal visit to
Turkey the same year.

Noting Mr. Agca's ties to Turkish
criminal groups and political exirem-

Despite many indications of a con-



said. ttg ■■■
The Bulgarian defense,

stance, was feeble. Sergei Antonov,
whose job title was Rome manager of
Balkan Airlines, was accused of train*
ing Agca. The report said hisvalibi
was "suspect because it’was patently
fabricated." Agca proved that a'dlplo-

•' F ■ • ’ :/ i -a;
■ ” , ■ •• •••. - . y.

The Final Verdict
The Bulgarians implicated in the away after the shooting.

plot to kill Pope John Paul II were intimate knowledge of the three
happy with their verdict this year oT gariarg, from their hobbles to 1
"not guilty by reason of insufficient birthmarks.

; evidence.” But this didn’t mean inno-
i cence. Last week, the Italians re­

leased a report by the jury saying that
. i B*

be proven in court undecrthe rules of
evidence,rthe plot theory Js the bpst
explanation. The Italian report said
Mehmet All Agca didn*wtfalone and
didn’t answer to the Turkish under­
ground, but to "another group."
Guess who?

Presiding Judge Severino Santiapi-
chi’s report is 1,200 pages of evidence
making out the Bulgarian connection.
It says Agca was freed from a Tur­
kish Jail in 1979, where he was serving
for the murder of a Turkish journal­
ist, so that he could'accept a contract
to kill the pope. Agca’s tie to the Tur-

—IMSSSSfiSS- -ma^ihem more suspect. They tried
hlrn the perfect cover for doing dirty to oin Dtot cr a; the Ti.rfcish
workforAtne; communists. The Italian

.court report approves the "hypothe-
S sis” that Agca was commissioned by

"another group” that was hoping to
"disguise the political context" for the I
shooting ofithe Polish^pope^/j

The three Bulgarians were de­
clared not guilty and not innocent last
March because Agca Intentionally de­
stroyed his own credibility. Italians
generally call this a "Mafia verdict”:
witnesses are intimidated and the de­
fendants can keep their activities se-

ing he was Christ, issued “retracttoBS
. . .  and denials of the retractions them-

while Soviet-bloc instigation couldn’t selves.” We suspect the best explana-
*•“ - --------------------- „.i« t|on here that Agca w

a Bulgarian state prosecutor announced
during the Italian trial that Agca was
going to be tried back in Bulgaria for
“crimes against the state," Agca
knew that if he didn't undermine the
case against the communists, his
worst sentence might well be the one
another apparent enemy of the Bul­
garian state, Georgi Markov, received

. tn London at the end of a poisoned
umbrella. The report says Agca hopes
to be released within a few years
from his Italian cell.

. The Bulgarians’ own defense only
-.^±2- ““ r—zr.. ~~
to pin the plot on the CIA, the Turkish
fascists or the Italian secret service.
The report says there was no evidence
of these links, or tlfit Agca was
coached to implicate the Bulgarians..

In one particularly embarrasslir;
alibi, the Bulgarian Telegraph Agency
claimed that a mysterious French
lawyer, Christian Roulette, had seen
some secret files, belonging to former
Italian agent Francesco Pazieua, in a.
Paris bank. These supposedly would

 clear the Bulgarians. At the time,
cret. In'tHs-'c^rThere-was^------1^^-*?.^^.,^. Routette as

swarm of contradictions and false- saying he hadn’t actually seen any
hoods and witness reticence that cast JUes- Judge Santtapichl read our ret
a disquieting shadow, "|the reportW threatened to arrestMrr,

■ Roulette for giving false testimony. ,
For now, the case ends where it

began. Only the Soviet union and its
allies had reason to try to kill the Pol­
ish pope in 1981. It will be recorded
in the history books-if not in the legal
case reports-that the communists

- . very nearly murdered the spiritual
made truck had been waiting at the leader who had the special effrontery
ItortMembaw to whisk him to be Whi Karol Wojtyla.
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Mehmet Ali Agca is serving a life
sentence for attempting to kill
Pope John Paul IL

iPflU tp

Italy Reopens Investigation
Into 1981 Shooting of Pope

By MARL1SE SIMONS

j other fresh evidence." Mr. Maruu said, i might have been discovered m a’ I 9ro 9HHikr !*■■ ■ ■ r.___ -___ ■

The latest investigation into the at-, reasons" to beiiave a Turk named Ates-

the ejection of Zheiyu Zelev, a (ormer I sentence (or drug trafficking *n

The Italian authorities said they had

Two emptoyere of Bulgaria's Em-

on the Pope's life. When they were ao*
quitted tn 1880. the court did not exon­
erate them but rated that there was not

Mr. Manm said there was a chance
that vital taformaticn may have been
removed from the Bulgarian (des be-

■— Italy, Hoogary, Austria. Yugoslavia
J and CzecbQEkwalua.

‘Martovtt a trying to find a com-

. never been comfonaoto with the idea |
■ that Mr. Agca acted aioan. ana conspir-
’acy theorists stand by the idea of
. K.G.B. mvotvcmenu According to this
I theory, the Kremlin warned to end the
Pope's pivotal support for the Polish
Solidarity movement, which was
threatening Moscow's hold on the Com­
munist East bloc.

—--------—— — - --------- _ • AirwK.il as.il ongmauy was io ima ____ v . urea. n. icuiu nuiu uic i-cnier iuri
worthy. meaning eiigihki for guaran-i Q group of sena-i Since then, however. Yugoslavia has i Democracy, headed by Alan Weinstein. i

for fmanoMitxporu u> w renaurol R" °veT oeCTer ml°. ° ■ huuman. is due tn Sofia in coming i
v^GovenunemcrtioalssaxL X?sSmoSott^rmAnFrSS lUQnxJ cma- ‘“Y™ “» feOend ^'wreaT^ 81

tt ?“ TU8““T ’ Croattaw ««toals said today that
31 „ ^-1-roert I Prtg» Minister Ante Mnrtrovx: of■S i The army tea already been ugmlavm. a Croat, was trying to pull
- in pans of Croatia. after clashes- — n-anr.-OKetner a council to meoiaxo oetw-rweea Serbs and Croats fulled at man i

anny. already deployed m part, of lot wort tw padron» Popo asnm.
Croatia, will imerrene. I —

As Bulgaria vows
to help, hope of
solving the
mystery revives.

ROME. May 18 — Ten years after
Pope John Paul 11 was shot and nearly
killed in St. Peters Square, the Italian
Government is reopening us investiga­
tion into wno and what was benind the
Turkish gunman now serving a life sen­
tence for the attack.

Italian officials say they are encour­
aged by possible fresh leads in the case
and by tne recent pieages of coopera­
tion from tne new noo-Communtst Gov­
ernment in Bulgaria. The gunman.
Mehmet AU Agca. has tong accused
that country's Communist secret serv­
ice of masterminding the attempt, al­
though his sometimes inconerent testi­
mony nas cast doubt on ms credibility.

In a letter from his prison cell this
week. Mr. Agca again asserted. "It was
the Bulgarian* wno wanted the death of
John Paul IL”

Bulgarian Communist officials
denied any role in the assassination at­
tempt. ana an Italian court in 1986 said
there was not enough evidence to sup­
port allegations of a Bulgarian conspir-

- i ttculd Parereeo . tonmmy purer
51 mtern of utrual rouua. They leer l "™“ Croeua we. prepanna tor • referen-1
____________________________________ - Lct1ic- *n edvtMtr to the Croatian s^.y u Cram ice i

i wu. — j w.,mwitwuee* aw vmaaxi fluid

■ At the heart of Y1^^,ujmmgera (lve £uroreM
■: the issue: Will the :^^uX‘£r~',u-

. f.,,, ■ “It is for me peoptea of Yugoslavia■1 timOIl Stand ILL 111 omTWreo co deads me country's fu-
a .mre.'* said the Italian Foreign Muus-OrSDlinter? iter.GtemiiDeMIchelia.

11• He wc3 epeakmg at the end of a regu-

‘A big turning
nnint’ in relations ■ tee option to say later matpuuiL Hl xcicxuuxia ; Yugoslavia bad or had not met the
tsrs’t-b R sierra Ha ilii — ngmscnuma.W1U1 DClglciUC, ; Tbot^isiaLtonpaBfisdlasxyearman

munist fcjua ptoc. ,---------z —a--------------—z—------------. a fore the Communist Governww«Mr. Zhelev. the new Bulgarian Prest- wuvwiu™
dent, nas offered no new insights. He I .b-told Italian televunon two weeks ago i 3?®
Urn ne had tex Ute fees Ooutx that tneBulgarian Communists were capable K recently offered the untalwng

—®**a.«w wwiuuauiuiMu wuin comments that * reasons of stato and
i of arranging for the assassmaucn at- iItempt. "But if there was Bulgarian I RjL_
participation, then this certainly was | v-SJLTS txutnTnm
nnr —------- ■—- Ma ’ vented tne train from coming out. ne

Hn I The Pope, who turned 71 today. n>
of 1 ,tK1 Mr' A»c*10 P™”0 m 1883 •*“
0, *?r*h“n*a*om,“<>**«*m- 1 never reveaWd Uta auMuoca <d their

| Our invynifauon concluded that | ducuaatoo.

Al Ute ConereinM deaolma a taei .e £££££ YuguMyn cminmt virtually paratyreo and the, Mr a^.., u„1c 1Iory u
Yueoaun* >»aue mew J^_‘"”'tnl Brmerepreaaroa^euuuc ,ora cme1' BulgaruSaecreraervtra hired him anol
State Deoanroem tegal advtaere auhi-amrttheKoeororegMaioISertxa. 1° . ouwr Turka to am the Pope, and man

1 they condoned mar the Hunan nahtai _______ _ ___________ 1 On Xpnl !«• Mr. Dole ruhnutted a therewaievenaSovietcxMinecuon.
.criteria ietuUaiao Oy Conareu m Uuai /T*r 1111 rWOby reao&uai to tne Senate that laid the Mr. Agca naa aaid. "I knew that Ute I
. case could be applied to several coud-i That effort has been spearheaded by I criteria established m tne Nickles i G R Jnnrp« m ktn the Pnrw»»
tines, possibly with disastrous effects i Senator Bob Dola, the minority leader. I Amendment "have not been met by the-
, on United Slates foreign relations. in recsis years. Mr. Dola. Republican I Yugoslav and Serbian governments." I ^ivo wore Actphttcdo
1 Partly as a result M this concaMxm. 1 of Kansas, and other members of Con-(Passed by o voice vote, it singled out 1 But Mr. Agca has sat m |ail alone for I
l Mr. Baker determawd not to set a. grass oavo received hundreds of thou*i Slobodan Milosevic, calling on him "to the crime, and his claims of a cabal |
(precedent ov taking a ctear-cut pos>* sands cd dollars tn poiiUcai action com-1 cease ail repressive polices against, have never held up in court. In 1987. an
uoo on me Yugoslav human ngnainmaa comnbutxxis from the Alba-1 me Albanian population." Italian appeals court upheld a tower I

coure, acomual of there BulAnxro, >"“r;
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- * and two Turk, on cnoryro mat they

litary Leaders Discuss Role as Crisis Deepens Er £FB“
nAkwM. h i-iLii --nt9nt,n~. Rome otiico“ were ai icsxea ana

ivev, »mui iu wuKw i—----------------- ----- -- — - --. ' t jimti— -- .. i ng—Tr-TT-T,—* yrewrew (mm reene*
Although no new assisumce pro-1me Ntoktos Amendment for its prmm-1 clashes with Serbian ggcunty forces in i wf)O M1a wantea to "dig down > ninmmm wfrer tAw "

grams are under consmsrauon by theip^ atator. Senator Don Nickles. Re-1 the last two years.  i to me bottom" of the accusauonsi "SuprxBsdiv that was Asca's rtxht-
Umied States now. the cutoff could I poedcaa of Oklahoma, the measure in-1 But Senator Dote and his supporters against Bulgaria, told the Italian Gov-1 hand man.” Mr Marku aaxL “We havw>
soon have an ettea m the imernauouai I atracts the Administration to opposejon this issue found tt irapoasinte to sm-1 ernment that be would cooperate in at never^«abtetoauesuonhim.”
Monetary Fund and the World Bank. I .nya.MMto Yugoslavia propo-d I Ble out Serbia, one M Yugoslavia's sue i new mY«ugauon. i
where tne United States would, under im BHenumonal financial instiumons I consumenx republics, m any meaning-1 His Government has also made con-1 fudge mvoived m an mveHimumS^
the UW. re cornered u> vou re <d„>„ ro. Ulf, or u» World Bank. I Cui leguuouoa. irey reired muend miua „„ |0 mu:ihgma: remcro.!loanaorcrediuforYusouaina. ____  -neenuk. rereareBy hare . enppant; I coMrevnre with tre Here orCe^rM^tomwdre,

In a separate measure, the Exporvieffca qq Yugoslavia's efforts to re- amendment that would hold Yugoala- Agency, and be recently approved thei would concemrato mv auenuon above -
import Bank is expeoad to amxaxxaifanaobaaaredecoMmy. via's federal Government responsinic i o! a washmgtmxScd poucyi ^(S3?^
next week that u no ktoeer constoersi nk^ for human rights violations many parti group w Bulgarian intelligence!
the BelgradeGovernm«tobecredu-i ArQ-o-a|-tM orijqnaUy WM w flnd ajofthegxmtry. h„ fltea- A teara ,rom Uie Center fori  

To Search Bulgarian Archives ma not act atone, mat he
x ■ Antonio Maruu. me longtime prose-1 naa accomplices." he said. "But we

b President, posters by an anti-Cornxnumxt group calling tor a demomnra- . Mys ne omers i nevcr ^*5 ordered mem. If the
nttmcvMiaa were taxen off a building by a Belgrade municipal worker. i will go to me Bulgarian capital. Sofia. 1 (ties are opened, we may find out now."

------ tana searen police archives as soon osi An important new lead also ap-
I official permission is granted. Theyi prnrrrt nhmrr a month agn, Mr- Mar™

■ mattsr. State Department officials Iman-Amencan lobby. Albanian-Amer- for "oocumenrs mat we have| M1£i, when Italian investigators.
said. Rather, be chore to let me sane-1 jean organisations have oltencaUai for | for ^meases andi learned that a tong-bunted suspect-

itxm co into torce for me time oeing. United States steps against beroia.1 .tr: Th^ .t«u 1 7 million emnx
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Where Has A||
The Plutonium Gone?
To the Editor:

With the recent reporting on mas­
sive cuts in nuclear weapons, a cru­
cial question has gone conspicuously
unanswered. What is happening to the
nuclear material in the warheads?

While it is encouraging to read that
missiles are being cut in half and are
being made incapable of launch, as an
Interested citizen 1 still want to know
what is done with the half carrying
the payload. According to the Hand­
book of Chemistry and Physics, pluto­
nium “has a half-life of 24,360 years
... and is one of the most dangerous
poisons known."

How can such an obvious question
go unasked by the news media when
it is being so blatantly avoided by
government? At the least, the “de­
struction" of these weapons presents
a monumental waste disposal prob­
lem. At the worst, this weapons-grade
material is being recycled and stored
in readiness for future generations of
more advanced weapons and is thus
vulnerable to falling into the wrong
hands. The public is entitled to know
the answer and the news media
should not hesitate to ask the ques­
tion. Gerald Harrison

Philadelphia, Oct. 3, 1991

C.LA. Played Catch-Up on Soviet Terror
To the Editor:

In his Oct. 7 column, dealing with
lhe Senate hearings on the nomina­
tion of Robert M. Gates to head the
Central Intelligence Agency, Anthony
Lewis spoke of my seemingly inordi­
nate and regrettable political influ­
ence on Mr. Gates and on former
C.LA. Director William Casey. Mr.
Lewis blamed this on my books, "The
Terror Network" (1981) and “lhe
Time of the Assassins" (1984).

It is flattering but absurd to sug­
gest that Mr. Casey had to read “The
Time of the Assassins” to decide who
was behind the plot to kill Pope John
Paul II. Indeed, three Italian courts
since then — including Italy’s Su­
preme Court, in 1988 — have ex­
pressed their moral certainty that
Bulgaria’s secret service was behind
the papal shooting.

Whether or not Mr. Lewis has read
“The Terror Network,” he does ap­
pear to have read an account of it in
Bob Woodward's "Veil.” Thus, he
writes that C.LA. specialists dis­
missed the book as “useless” when
Mr. Casey advised them to read it,
maintaining that 1 “had been taken in
by their own black propaganda.”

While these C.LA. specialists did
indeed dismiss “The Tenor Net- 

is stunning evidence today that they
were wrong. l he book contained what
1 held to be "massive proof that lhe
Soviet Union and its surrogates have
provided the weapons, training and
sanctuary for a worldwide terror net­
work aimed at the destabilization of
western democratic society.” In 1981,
when the book came out, C.LA. ana­
lysts could find nothing in their ar­
chives to suppoi ( this thesis. By 1991,
the post-Communist governments of
Eastern Europe have uncovered
more startling facts than any of us
could have imagined.

I merely note that while C.LA. ana­
lysts were searching in vain for some
sign of a Soviet bloc role in terrorism,
Carlos the Jackal was sheltering in
Hungary under President Kadar’s
protection; Czechoslovakia’s Ornni-
pol factory was supplying Semtex to
Libya’s Colonel Qaddafi; leaders of
West Germany’s Baader-Meinhof
gang, living under President Hon­
ecker’s wing in East Germany, were
given training and intelligence for
their biggest hits, while Abu Nidal
promoted East German arms sales to
the third world. That all this was
unknown to the C.LA. 10 years ago
hardly justifies Mr. Lewis’s failure to
notice it now. Claire Sterling 

work” as useless 10 years ago, there Rome, Oct. 11, 1991

Early B|ack BuriaJ Ground Recalls Alleged Slave Conspiracy
To the Editor:

In 1741 Hughson’s Tavern on “up­
per" Broadway (located a short dis-
tnnrn thn rnnanflv

may lie in the newly discovered cem­
etery. Christopher Moore

Brooklyn, Oct. 10, 1991 

lions occurs frequently, but lhe pres­
ence of naval uniform buttons in a
cemetery for blacks in New York
wn. lv,i i<tl ..>><«■■ -t ••••
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Dutch Slide Down Euthanasia’s Slippery Slope
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ten death in a farther 16.S50 cases-in 8,750
by withholding or withdrawing treatment
and In 8,100 by administering pain-killing
drugs. Further, in all of the 8,750 cases,
and In almost 5,000 of the 8,100 cases, the
patient had not consented.

In short, Dutch doctors admitted that In
1990 they sought to kill some 20,000 patients
and that, in a clear majority of cases, this
was done without the patient's request.

The report also confirmed that more
than 707o of euthanasia cases are dishon­
estly nnd Illegally certified by doctors as
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ample, a State Commission on Euthanasia
recommended that it should be lawful to
kill patients in a persistent coma even
though they had never requested it. In both
principle and practice, therefore, the need
for a request has now been jettisoned by
many in the Netherlands. The Dutcli are
undoubtedly sliding, if not skiing, down the
slippery slope.

Lest supporters of 119 are tempted to
disregard the Dutcli experience on the as­
sumption that the guidelines in Holland are
looser than those proposed in Washington,
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Mrs. Sterling is the author of "The Ter­
ror Network" (Holt, Rinehart. 1981).

By John Keown
Residents of Washington state are to

cast their votes today on Initiative 119,
which, if passed, will permit a doctor to
kill a “terminally III" person upon his writ­
ten request. Voters about to cast ballots in
support of 119 may first want to take a look
at the Netherlands, where euthanasia has
been tolerated for around 20 years. They
will not find the experience reassuring.

The latest research into Dutch euthana­
sia lends strong support to the argument
th-,r rhn Hnnnnm nf lonnll/lna voluntary en-

of the case, concluding that there was no
reason to believe the Russians were in­
volved.

Its next careful study, in 1985, con­
cluded that the Russians were involved af­
ter all. through their Bulgarian surrogates.
But that had nothing to do with Judge Mar­
tella's lengthy indictment, or testimony in
the spectacular trial getting under way by
then. The grounds were said to be new in­
formation from a secret Italian agent, con­
tradicting old information from a secret
Bulgarian agent who had said the Bul­
garians didn't do it.

The CIA's performance throughout the
case was bewildering. Officially, the CIA
wanted no part of it. The papal shooting
was "an Italian matter, and it would be in­
appropriate for the United States to Inter­
fere," a senior intelligence officer told the
New York Times In February 1983. But the
CIA did Interfere, with repeated and dis­
tinctly inappropriate efforts to get Bul­
garia off the hook.

Its leaks to the press from Washington
and Rome began just weeks after the three
Bulgarians' arrest. "On the basis of the ev­
idence. the Bulgarian Soviet link (to Agca)
cannot be proved," an unnamed Intelli­
gence analyst told the New York Times in
December 1982, when nobody knew what
the evidence was. Efforts to exonerate Bul­
garia and the Russians followed in rapid
succession, approachingthe preposterous.

Unnamed intelligence analysts sug­
gested that "the Bulgarian secret service
hired (Agca I as an assassin or drug-trade
enforcer, in an arrangement that had noth­
ing to do with the pope or the Soviet Un­
ion." Later, this suggestion ran, "when 

Mr. Agca found himself in Rome on a mis­
sion for the Bulgarian secret service, he in­
dependently plotted to kill the pope, with­
out the support or knowledge of the Bul­
garian authorities."

An alternative theory, offered straight-
faced to the Los Angeles Times, conceded
on the CIA's behalf that the three Bul­
garians were "known intelligence agents,"
and that "officials of the Bulgarian govern­
ment had advance knowledge of the assas­
sination attempt." While this was "a 99^
certainty," however, "the CIA is also con­
vinced that neither the Bulgarians nor the
Soviet Union instigated the attack." the
sources said.

What seems to have stumped CIA ana­
lysts in all these years was an inability
to comprehend why the Russians would
want the pope dead. One faction appar­
ently could think of no plausible motive
(1983). while the possible motive finally of­
fered in a revised policy paper (1985)
strains belief. "The Soviets were reluctant
to invade Poland" in 1981. "so they decided
to demoralize [the Polish I opposition by
killing the Polish pope," was how it
read.

Any Pole in Warsaw or Cracow could do '
better than that—and not just a Pole. The
Kremlin's urgent need to be rid of this
pope was unmistakenly clear by the time
Agca set out from Bulgaria on his mission.
He left Sofia on Aug. 31. 1981: the day Po­
land's communist rulers signed a formal
contract with Solidarity in Gdansk. It was
Hie first agreement in the history of world­
wide communism to legitimize a free trade
union and, seen in retrospect, the begin- 

By Claire Sterling
Before voting to confirm him as head ot

the Central Intelligence Agency, the Sen­
ate Intelligence Committee aired charges
that Robert Gates forced the CIA to inves­
tigate allegations that the Soviet Union
was responsible for the shooting of Pope
John Paul If In 1981. I can reassure the
committee that, if he tried, Mr. Gates was
entirely unsuccessful.

Three Italian courts have expressed
their moral conviction that Bulgaria s se­
cret service was behind the Papal shoot­
ing: the Rome Court of Assizes in 1986, the
Court of Appeals in 1987, and the Court of
Cassation- Italy’s Supreme Court-in 1988.
The courts did not pronounce the three
Bulgarian defendants guilty, but would not
pronounce them Innocent either. (They
were acquitted “for insufficient evidence,"
meaning anything but innocence in Italy.
Whether through indifference or contempt,
the CIA showed no interest in these pro­
ceedings from the start.

The agency did not bother to get a copy
of Mehmet Ali Agca's earliest confession
(as its Rome station chief told Sen. Alfonse
D'Amato. R„ N.Y., In 1982). It did not try
to obtain a later confession leading to the
arrest of three Bulgarians. It did not call
on investigating magistrate Ilario Martella
to ask for or volunteer information of any
sort. Nor. to my personal knowledge, did it
rush to get a copy of the Italian prosecu­
tor's report on Judge Martella's 20-month
Investigation -the first official document Io
reveal what the judge had found.

Well over a year before the Martello re­
port appeared in 1984, the CIA had pro­
duced what purported to be a careful study

ning of the dissolution of the Soviet

P* Tiiere was no in'sta^ ^lie pope fold

responsible by the Krem • po.
been a menace si"'e j .t je jrious crowd
land in 1979, when he told a aeiir
of 6 million that "No connt y sl ot d eve
develop at the cost of enslaver ent, con
quest, outrage. exploitatjo'1 ‘ k shlp.
Solidarity was born in the G q[ter
yards that winter, just six montl *
John Paul's unforgettable visit.

The Vatican was committing inini mb
able acts of ideological sabotage ,
"training and sending propaganda special
ists ... and smuggling subversive litera
ture" into socialist countries on a vast
scale": had "inspired subversive activities
in Poland" and furthered "the aggressive
aims of imperialism" declared the Soviet
review Polititcheskoye Samboobrazovanie.
"Solidarity was not born of the disorders

in the summer of 1980, but in the lap of the
Church," said the Soviet news agency
Tass.

Discerning a motive here, so difficult
for the CIA, was no problem for Italian
judges in three successive courts. Though
obliged to acquit "for lack of sufficient evi­
dence," the Appeals Court noted in its 150-
page sentence “the fears induced by the
election of a Slavic Pope; the social ten­
sions in his native country; the recogni-
tion—for the first time in the contempo­
rary history of the East European states—
of a free Solidarity .... How can we rule
out that (such factors] would induce cer­
tain forces to maintain that the assassina­
tion of His Holiness could block a political
situation in evident, dreaded evolution?"

Upholding that sentence. Italy's su­
preme court said bluntly that the shooting
was "planned for political ends by the Bul­
garian secret services."

Il is probably too late for some senator
to ask why Mr. Gates didn't mention this
verdict in his own defense.



1980 Soviet Defector Emerges
With Account of K.G.B. Plots

By MICHAEL WINES
j Special to The New York Time*

Washington, March 2 — The
K.G$B. had two sources in the State De­
partment during the 1970’s who--sup-
plied details of American arms-control
strategies and other policies, a former
K.G.B. officer who has lived secretly in
the United States since 1980 alleged to­
day.

The defector. Victor I. Sheymov. who
spent a decade in hiding, spoke at a
news conference during which he as­
serted among other claims that Soviet
spies had thoroughly penetrated the
French Government, failed to co-opt
many Israelis and hatched a plot that
culminated in the 1981 attempt to kill
Pope John Paul II.

None of the claims by Mr. Sheymov,
who said he was seeking to publish a
book about his experiences, could be in­
dependently verified. The Central In­
telligence Agency declined to comment
on his statements about the Pope and
the State Department.

In the past, however. American intel­
ligence officials have cast doubt on
claims of hard evidence that the Soviet
Union engineered the attempt on the
Pope's life. Mr. Sheymovs assertions
about the assassination plot were re­
ported today in The Washington Pose

Victor I. Sheymov, a former
Soviet agent who defected, as­
serted yesterday that Soviet spies

saving way out of ihe cornel hi- h.ts
painted himself inio by refusing i<>
make an ironclad statement guaran-
leeine Poland's postwar borders.

A statement tssueu Uy a spiiKcsman
for the Chancellor repeated his recent
proposal that the two German Parlia­
ments adopt resolutions rejecting any
claims to Polish territory.

This time, however. Mr. Kohl added
that the resolutions “would have to
make it clear that the Polish Govern­
ment's declaration of Aug. 23. 1953,
waiving any claims to reparations
from Germany, remains valid, and that
the rights of the Germans, as agreed by
Chancellor Kohl and Prime Minister
Tadeusz Mazowiecki in the joint decla­
ration of Nov. 14. 1989, will be regulated
by a treaty.”

“On the basis of such a resolution by
the two freely elected German Parlia­
ments. a treaty should be concluded be­
tween an all-German government and
the Polish Government, and ratified by
an all-German parliament." the state­
ment said.

New Suggestion Emphasized
Diplomats called attention to the new

suggestion that the parliamentary
resolutions should become the basis for
a future treaty, marking a possible
step by the Chancellor toward Poland’s
demand that the two Parliaments now
draft treaties that could be ratified

!.. >1 M'l-klllg .1 i’lill'il ut-Mu
w-ntld enable him m assort that
received something tn return f-
>i,l fu.ul i!,l lu.-s ul ijvimuli IL.
i ecietl io Poland after the w
conditions would presumably
He problem for Warsaw, since
included in existing agreement.

Bui if that was indeed Mr
gambit, diplomats thought it
the risk of further worsening
pute by giving the impression
was bargaining with an iss
much of the rest of the world h
io view as a foretaste of how
mans might behave once the
unity and full sovereignty.

The Chancellor has come ui
at home and abroad for eva
land's demands for a firm g-
that a reunited Germany will
lenge the borders laid down b-
tonous allies at the end of W
II. The borders were meant to
land German territories in cc
lion for Polish lands lost to V
Union, and as a result, millior
mans were forcibly expelled.

While insisting that Poland
mg to fear. Mr. Kohl has n
added that only a united Gen
make a final determination o
ders. His fence-straddling is i

i largely to his fear of alienatu
(minority of those expelled

after unification.
Mr. Kohl had previously rejected the

idea, and the resolutions he has pro­
posed would include the provision that

eastern lands, who are a
against the formalization of -
still consider a historical injui

The Chancellor has found r

U.S. Acknowledges K.G.B. Role
Bush Adminstrauon officials ac­

knowledged today that Mr. Sheymov.
had worked in several K.G.B. posiuons
and defected to the United States in
May 1980.

Mr. Sheymov, who reached the rank
of K.G.B. major before he defected to
the United States tn May 1980, said to­
day that he had decided to abandon his
secret identity in pan to educate the
public about the Soviet spy services
and about Communism.

For the last 10 years, he said, he has
lived under an assumed name in the
United States, working at times as a
consultant to the United States Govern­
ment on matters he did not disclose.

Mr. Sheymov, 43 years old, said he
joined the K.G.B. in 1971 in a vast divi­
sion that intercepted radio and tele­
phone communications and “was prob­
ably the most secret part" of the agen­
cy. He moved in 1974 to the foreign in­
telligence division to handle messages
between headquarters and agents, and
in 1976 to ar. important job chat in­
volved protecting the K.G.B. against
hostile wiretaps and code-breakers.

*Get Physically Close* to Pope
He said that he first seriously consid­

ered defecting in 1979 when, on a visit
to Poland, he saw a message from the
former head of the K.G.B., Yuri V. An­
dropov, demanding information on
"how to get physically dose” to John
Paul 11, who had just been named Pope.

“In the K.G.B. slang, it was clearly
understood that when you say physi­
cally close, there was only one reason
to get close," he said, “to assassinate
him. Words like murder or assassina­
tions are never used. They have substi­
tuted gentler terms."

He said he believes it is “absolutely
clear" that the Soviet Union was re­
sponsible for the attempt on the Pope’s
life, but that he could not bolster his be-
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had penetrated the American and
French Governments. Italy Says German Unity Te

Should Include Other Nat
By CLYDE HABERMAN ■

Pope John Paul 11 was shot in 1981 by
a Turkish man who implicated Bulgar­
ia, then a Soviet client state, in a plot on
the Pope's life. Three Bulgarian Gov­
ernment officials were charged, but the
charges were dismissed for lack of
proof, an Italian term that means that
evidence of wrongdoing exists but is
contradicted by other evidence.

Mr. Sheymov also said today that
during his time at the K.G.B., the spy
service maintained "two sources in the
State Department" who supplied
"huge State Department documents,
outlines of positions" on arms control
and other matters. He did not describe
them further.

Today the department refused to
comment on Mr. Sheymov’s assertion.

At his news conference, Mr. Shey­
mov frequently refused to answer
questions, saying they involved intelli­
gence matters too sensitive to discuss
in public.

Some of his statements, neverthe­
less, seem certain to make headlines
elsewhere in the West He said that
K.G.B. "illegals" — Russian agents
with double identities — were well
placed in the French Government, "in
quite comfortable positions."

Mr. Sheymov also said that the
K.G.B. once hoped to make Israel its
platform for Middle East espionage by
recruiting Soviet Jewish emigres to
work undercover. The results were dis­
appointing, he said, because emigres
uniformly refused to work for the Sovi­
ets once they reached Israel. |

The account in The Washington Post!
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Position Has Shift
"it would be a paradox

improved relations betwet
ton and Moscow, and wet
lions between Washington;
Europe," he said. "We
created an absurd negat
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As the drive toward Gc
has gained steam, Mr. i
Christian Democrat, has o
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ROME. March 2 — Prime Minister
Giulio Andreotti warned today that the
two Germanys alone should not have
"the last word" on their reunification
or on the future borders of a single Ger­
man nation.

But the Italian leader added that he
did not believe that a united Germany
would be a threat to peace m Europe.

“The last World War has acted as a
form of vaccination in its destruction,
and Germany certainly suffered im­
mensely from the war,” Mr. Andreotti
said. "Therefore, 1 really believe that
those bacteria are no longer present in
the German body."

Nevertheless, he told American re­
porters in an interview that the United
States and other European countries
had to have a voice on the German
question, especially as it affects
NATO's future. He expressed skepti­
cism about an agreement reached last
weekend by President Bush and Chan­
cellor Helmut Kohl that would keep a
unified Germany m the Atlantic al­
liance but allow' for the possibility of
Soviet troops remaining in the east.

"A state cannot have Soviet and
American troops on its territory as a
definitive solution” he said. "That
would be a kind of unprecedented para-1

| dise on earth."
said that'Mr.' Sheymovihii'wifeandl Hlntof Dissatisfaction
child were spirited from their Moscow- While avoiding direct criticism of
home in 1981. leaving all their personal! Mr. Kohl, Mr. Andreotti also hinted at
effects behind. Asked today how he cs- dissatisfaction with the West German I position,
caped the Soviet Union, he chuckled! Chancellor's insistence that it would be I thatjvhe
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President Francois Mitterrand,
who earlier in the week appeared to
be deliberately courting a show­
down to call an early referendum,
bypassing parliament.

BulgarianConvicted
In ’Umbrella.’ Murder

Reuters
SOFIA —General Vladimir To­

dorov, the former head of Bulgari­
an intelligence, was sentenced to 14
months in jail on Friday after being
convicted of destroying secret files
on a murdered dissident, Georgi
Markov.

Mr. Markov, a writer who
worked for the BBC, died in 1978
while waiting for a London bus. A
minute pellet containing a deadly
poison was found in his thigh —
apparently injected by a sharpened
umbrella tip.
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