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Cristina Carrillo interview

1 T took great pleasure in reading Harlot's Gho^t. One of my surprises was 

to find a "tender" Norman Mailer close to the monumental and tough. Is 

tenderness an easy emotion for you?

ANS:

As important as severity. I think it is the way to took at one's characters .

Tolstoy is a fine working guide. He had the power to be fill) of compassion

yet was never without severe moral judgment. It’s what I look for.

2. Also in Harlot's Ghost, there is a strong presence of women. My question

is: what have women taught you?

ANS:

More than men, probably. I expect it is because they are more rooted in the 

mystery of creation than men.
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3. There is also a portrait of America's heroes, of the need to fight the evil of

high spheres, of corruption, of a world of good and evil. For you, what is the

most outstanding parallel with the present situation?

ANS:

This is where we come back to Harlot's Ghost Intelligence officers have a

variety of motives. Some are simple careerists; some arc patriots; some are

scrupulous; others are wild adventurers. ¥o*tave^nie tum corrupt. Then

you^ave-aU-oftluyn dealing with inatenal fiSrwffleslirfrofn people who

often give false information because their isj^the other side,

, 5/2/^
or to their own pocketbook. You also have pdapte who are treacherous to

both sides, who can be doubled. You have agents who are criminals and will
I mV lit f-2 

do anything to earn money. After which, you tev&^®e^l^naiyzing this

mess of lies and corruption and distortion, willfid distortion, plus the intense

passions of^Speoplo on the other side-for mstance, the Iraqis who wanted

to overthrow Hussein andf&ire ready to distort material ^the

of their passion. skewed information, is adjusted to

the best of their ability by the analysts, who often have their separate
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agendas, this much-woriced-over mess is brought to the politicians «,

deal with it--thc high politicians, the Presidents, Prime Ministers,

igefher

the information given to them. So they pick and

the leaders want. Nuwyour own Intelligenoo^wtcy knuws~huw to skew

and war ministers. Ttyey have their own agendas which

choose. oe's back to the careerists in Intelligence who look to follow what

different from

the information further. By the end, every answer is determined by the needs

at the top. No signal need be given. It is all hints and cues, and ultimately,

bt much morphan "the desire tfrMtisffyTW'slioss.

4. You say that the America that attracts you is the one that permits you to be

free. What is your concept of freedom?

ANS:

To be able to say what I think without having to feel undue dread

5. You've written a lot about Cuba and Castro, a very charismatic leader. In

die '60s, you wrote, "Fidel Castro, you are giving us hope." In tho chaotic

situation of present times, where do you see hope? And why?
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(T^SOrid ifm the American people. The fact that ibay-yan see through a

charlatan like Bush, that fifty percent of the people at this point, seem to

realize that he's a fraud is remarkable considering what a skillful and

determined li^fieis. It’s almost impossible to catch a toteHmrfprovided he

never stops long enough to tell the truth. I don't think that is going to be our

President's first mistake. He will know enough to keep from colliding with

6, At the age of 81, what are your priorities, your biggest pleasures, your

main preoccupations?

ANS;

At tlris point in my life, it's work. I have my nine children; I love them;

I have a fine wife; I love her. But when you get to my age, those

jnafcs/Becmne a stable part of your life. So it is work which remains as the

one set of adventures you c e.
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7. You said your only dissatisfaction with your life is with things you have

never done. Can you share at least one?

FROM :MAILER FOX NO. =5084872136

FROM : JMUIORDCR AFT fax n0' =17186243792

ANS:

I no longer regret the excitements I foiled to have. Perhaps they would have

led me away from some of the better work I did.

8. Talking about the perils of technology, you say, "Technology will be the

only culture. Culture will not be important." But if this occurs the human

side will bo killed. Don't you think this will be the end of humankind?

ANS:

It is perfectly possible that technology will prove to be the end of humankind.

There is such a divorce from one's senses, one’s sense, even, of morality--for

technology^^nurderous to morality, since ultimately, it is removed from

compassion, that yesfe&s is a century when we have to wonder whether it 

io come to terms with the human depredations

will be the last century of humankind.

zs.One way or another, we 

of technology and dominate it rather than keep onlbeing twisted in its 

direction.
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9. How do you regard the virtual reality we are {sinking in?

ANS:

I

I think the easiest way to eliminate the virtual reality that America sank into-

to use your verb—is by entering the contest to defeat President Bush in the

'04 elections. He's a man who lives entirely in virtual reality. The real world

is not nearly so close to him as his scenarios, his notions of how the game can

(JT ' & Q s v
be playcd/lhe fundamental clement in hTs’postunng.’ih his assertions of-------

religious faith and his ongoing hypocrisy is that these are all woyM^iay gsa

ttx ■5k±r*t*EZ~'l
(game. Virtual reality ispwsen to serious foreign ipolicw foreign pdicyis ^

not a video game but Bush dees not foowthat When he says he's a "war

president," it's as if he's chosen to be one of the contestants in his own video

game.

10. You say young people may not read but know how to screw. Doesit

worry you, this trend among youth?
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ANS

What worries me more than where the youth are going-since the old are

usually the least reliable witness on whether the youth are doing splendidly

or are awful-is to go back to the previous question: it's whether we can keep

technology in check. 1 do see it as a Pied Piper who can lead the young off

the cliff.

11. To stay m good health and a good state of mind, do you read, follow a

diet, or some other regimen?

ANS:

The answer is "More or less," I read; I eat reasonably, J live reasonably. I'm

in reasonably good health and like all people my age, have all sorts of minor

afflictions which are not worth discussing.

FROM :MAILER

FROM IJMUORDCRAFT

12. Finally, having evoiything you want, having been spoiled by life, how

can you be a pessimist? Also, does being rich oblige you to be altruistic? Do

you see poverty as something absurd?
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ANS:

life and smacked around to some 

made terrible errors. T dont see myself as pessimistic, rather,

I don't see myself as having been spoiled by life, I think I've been lifted by

fairjy

as realistic.

Moreover, I'm not rich. I am what we call in America "well-to-do," which

means I don't have to worry about money every week and that is a great

relief. And I'm pleased with that.

The only way I can answer your question-which is several questions--"Do

you see poverty as something absurd?”-! see it as more than absurd. I see it,

given the great powers of production we now have in the 2 T1' century, I see

poverty as obscene. I think this notion that the free market will take care of

everything is one more absurdity, one more obscenity. The so-called free

market will take care of enriehmg the most EEfei?i®i»8-and-c^^s^ '

corporations. It will also drag a great many second-rate corporations along

with them. But the ultimate tendency of the so-called free market, 1 believe,

is that the poor will get poorer.

Finally, what we're in need of is some kind of socialism that's not ego-ridden

by the idea that man is superior to all other creatures and things. Once there's
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a belief in a Creator, socialism begins to make sense. Religious belief needn’t

at all be the Jehovah of the Gospels and of the fundamentalists. It can be an

existential God doing the best He or She can do against great obstacles,

against—and this may be what it comes down to—against the intense

opposition of the Devil. Once we rid ourselves of the notion that God is all­

good and all-powerful, we can begin to love the idea that God shares with us

our desire for a finer world and a better vision. But let us never suppose it is

pre-ordained or fore-ordained. It is still a human and divine aspiration that

has not yet been achieved, not by us, and not by God. In the larger

dimensions of the Cosmos, even God is a working stiff.
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1 I took great pleasure in reading Harlot's Ghost. One of my surprises was

to find a "tender" Norman Mailer close to the monumental and tough. Is

tenderness an easy emotion for you?

ANS:

It's what I look for.

As important as severity^-foe-w^IJooluatm^characters. Ktse Tolstoy
n^^offi^jw'de. He had a^^abilityjd&^Jto be foil of compassion

<aad yeuoever without subtle

2. Also in Harlot's Ghost, there is a strong presence of women, My question

is: what have women taught you?

ANS:

More than men, probably^tad l wou&suppese it is because they ire^rooted

in the mystery of creation mn than men.
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3. There is also a portrait of America's heroes, of the need to fight the evil of

high spheres, of corruption, of a world of good and evil. For you, what is the

most outstanding parallel with the present situation?

ANS:

is where we come back to Harlot's Ghost -The difiiuiilH'ffj nil IihiuiI,..

ittteS^^^:^§Tl5:b^^=5sfe^^3thFsci€3=s3isgideFlhfi^ntelligence c^.i^

careerists;

And^bu have all of them

because

people who are treacherous to both sides yho can be double  ̂you have

■peepiewho are criminals wWwill do anything to earn monev.

meiiwho/are patriots, arrd Vary,

adventurer^ y<6u have-mw

dealing with material that comes in from people who/give false infonnatioi

CSswsssWsasta^Hfeisl^p^ycM have people analyzing
this mess of

lies and corruption and distortion, willful distortion, plus the intense passions

ojpeople on tlie other side-for instance, the who-t^^^

^SavavyhoWto overthrew
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free. What is your concept of freedom?

ANS:

I think without having to feel undue

dread.

Feb. 17 2004 12:58PM P3
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intensity of their passion. Then yaMjBaag.thisfififormation, afte^Afc^esn—

tV adjusted to the best of ability by analysis, who have
■fa

their separate agendas, and yowbfingjt to^hepoBficians who will warkwUZ

-V 4^/^ ,Xr^
rit^thehigh politicians, the Presidents »#Prime Ministers, psopteHike^hat. >
\ /✓* y J ~
-Now Athey have an ^gendathemselves which may be altogether different from 

■wtat the information has-toMyai>,(Sotheyp»ck and choose. Then-yw have

careerists iiOntelligence who look to, follow what the leaders want, so-you^get-
L Hnr i/tr l'c?/(_

say that the America that attracts you is the one that permits you to be

5. You've written a lot about Cuba and Castro, a very charismatic leader. In

the '60s, you wrote, "Fidel Castro, you are giving us hope." In the chaotic

situation of present times, where do you se© And why?
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ANS:

I still find it in the American people. The feet that they can see through a

charlatan like Bush, that fifty percent of the ^sog^fe^Ut this point, seem

to realize that he's a fraud is remarkable considering what a skillfill and

6. At the age of 81, what are your priorities, your biggest pleasures, your

main preoccupations?

ANS:

I love them; they'reAt this point in my life, it’s work.
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7, You said your only dissatisfaction with your life is with things you have

never done. Can you share at least one?

8. Talking about the perils of technology, you say, "Technology will be the

only culture. Culture will not be important." But if this occurs the human

side will be killed. Don't you think this will be the end of humankind?

ANS:

¥H^Spei*cay possible that technology will prove to be the end of

humankind. There is such a divorce fiom one's
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9. How do you regard the virtual reality we are sinking in?

ANS:

use your veil

I think the easiest way to eliminate the virtual

t h A

a man who lives entirely in virtual reality. I real world is not nearly
so close to him as l^netions^his scenarios, his fitra^tsSfhow the game

can be played. The fundamental element in his posturing,

his assertions oWOTTmoagoing hypocrisy'aM*em isfthc^are all ways

toplayitosme. ^realityis^ois<mtoSe^|,cy. Fore.gnpolicy

45^7^-’
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10. You say young people may not read but know how to screw. Does it

worry you, this trend among youth?

FROM :MA ILER

FROM ;JMWORDCRAFT

ANS

What worries mo much than where the youth are gotng-sincc the old are

usually the least reliable witness on whether the youth are doing splendid Z.

-things or<awful thmgs-is to go back to the previous question: it’s whether we

C.
can keep technology from leading u&. irt^Pied Piper ffiancan

11. To stay in good health and a good state of mind, do you read, follow a

diet, or some other regimen?

ANS:

The answer is "More or less." I read; I eat reasonably., I live reasonably. I'm

in reasonably good health and like all people my age, have all sorts of minor

afflictions which are not worth discussing.
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12. Finally, having everything you want, having been spoiled by life, how

I
can you be a pessimist? Also, does being rich oblige you to be altruistic? Do

you see poverty as something absurd?

ANS:

I don't see myself as having been spoiled by life. I think I've been lifted by

life and smacked aroun< done things that are fairly

good and made terrible errors. I don’t see myself as pessimistic, rather, as

realistic.

Moreover, Tm not rich. I am what we call in America "well-to-do," which

moans T don't have to worry about money every week and that is a great

relief. And I'm pleased with that.

The only way I can answer your question-which is several questions-"Do

you see poverty as something absurd?"-! see it as more than absurd. 1 see it,

given the great powers of production we now have in the 21st century, T see

poverty as obscene. I se<mis notion that the free: market will take care of

/5 l.
everything^ one more absurdity, one more obscenity. Th market will

take care offndfiug^HemMtftidustrious and enterprising

-waatebr. It win also drag a great many second-rate^ftT^

But the ultimate tendency of believe,
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/get poore^ they get-legs.

Finally, what we're in need of is some kind of soeialjsm that's not ego-ridden

by the idea that man is superior to

Creator, socialism begins to n^ke sense. Itrioa

^KeTjospels^^f^fi^nd^entalists. It can be
an ^iisten^eferGoSraoing

the best He or She can do

Onice there's a belief in a
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Cristina Carrillo interview

1 I took groat pleasure in reading Harlot’s Gh^TDne of my surprises was

to find a "tender" Norman Mailer close to the monumental and tough. Is

tenderness an easy emotion for you?

ANS:

As important as severity. I think it is the way to look at one's characters .

Tolstoy is a fine working guide. He had the power to be full of compassion

yet was never without severe moral judgment. It’s what I look for.

2. Also in Harlot's Ghost there is a strong presence of women My question

is: what have women taught you?

ANS:

More than men, probably. I expect it is because they are more rooted in the

mystery of creation than men.
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3. There is also a portrait of America's heroes, of the need to fight the evil of

high spheres, of corruption, of a world of good and evil. For you, what is the

most outstanding parallel with the present situation?

ANS:

This is where we come back to Harlot's Ghost. Intelligence officers have a

variety of motives. Some are simple careerists; some are patriots; some are

scrupulous; others arc wild adventurers. Some turn corrupt. Thon, in their

vatying ways, all of them deal with material that comes in from people who

often give false information because their loyalty is to the other side, or to

their own pocketbook. You also have spies who are treacherous to both

sides, who can be doubled. You have agents who are criminals and will do

anything to earn money. After which, you have intel ligence personnel

analyzing this mess of lies and corruption and distortion, willful distortion,

plus the intense passions of people on the other side-lbr instance, the Iraqis

who wanted to overthrow Hussein and so were ready to distort material in the

interest of their passion. After which, tins collection of skewed information

is adjusted to the best of their ability by the analysts, who often have their

separate agendas. Then this much-worked-ovcr mess is brought to the

politicians. They, in turn, will deal with it-the high politicians, the

Presidents, Prime Ministers, and war ministers. They have their own nOAnHao
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which are often altogether different from most of the information given to

them. So they pick and choose. It then goes back to the careerists in

Intelligence who look to follow what the leaders want. They skew tho

information further. By the end, every answer is determined by the needs at

thetop. No signal need be given. It is all hints and cues, and ultimately,

comes to not much more in the way of acumen than the desire to satisfy one's

boss,

4. You say that the America that attracts you is the one that permits you to be

free. What is your concept of freedom?

ANS:

To be able to say what I think without having to feel undue dread.

5. You've written a lot about Cuba and Castro, a very charismatic leader. In

the '60s, you wrote, "Fidel Castro, you are giving us hope." In the chaotic

situation of present times, where do you see hope? And why?

ANS:

I must say that I still find it in the American people. The feet that so many

can see through a charlatan like Bush, that fifty percent of the people at this 

point, seem to realize that he’s a fraud is remarkable considering what a
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skillful and determined manipulator he is. It’s almost impossible to catch a

man who has no interest in the truth, provided he never stops long enough to

tell the truth. I don't think that is going to be our President's first mistake. He

will know enough to keep from colliding with the real facts.

6. At the age of 81, what are your priorities, your biggest pleasures, your

main preoccupations?

ANS:

At this point in my life, it's work. I have my nine children; I love them; I have

a fine wife; 1 love her. But when you get to my age, those loyalties become a

stable part of your life. So it is work which remains as the one set of

adventures you can still undertake.

7. You said your only dissatisfaction with your life is with things you have

never done. Can you share at least one?

ANS:

I no longer regret the excitements I failed to have. Perhaps they would have

led me away from some of the better work I did.
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8. Talking about the perils of technology, you say, "Technology will be the

only culture. Culture will not be important" But if this occurs the human

side will be killed. Don't you think this will be the end of humankind?

ANS:

It is perfectly possible that technology will prove to be the end of humankind.

There is such a divorce from one's senses, one’s sense, even, of morality-for

technology can be murderous to morality, since ultimately, it is removed from

compassion, that yes! This is a century when we have to wonder whether it

will be the last century of humankind/

One way or another, we need to come to terms with the human depredations

of technology and dominate it rather than keep on being twisted

jyl^tjiirectioy7

9. How do you regard the virtual reality we are sinking in?

ANS:

I think the easiest way to eliminate the virtual reality that America sank into-

to use your verb—is by entering the contest to defeat President Bush in the

'04 elections. He's a man who Jives entirely in virtual reality. The real world

is not nearly so close to him as his scenarios, his notions of how the game can

be played. I suspect he sees life as a video game. The fundamental element
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in his posturing, in his assertions of religious faith and his ongoing hypocrisy

is that these are all modes of play in the game. Virtual reality is toxic to

serious foreign policy. When he says he's a "war president," it's as if he's

chosen to be one of the contestants in his own video game.

10, You say young people may not read but know how to screw. Does it

worry you, this trend among youth?

ANS

What worries me more than where the youth are going-since the old are

usually the least reliable witness on whether the youth are doing splendidly

or are awfol-is to go back to the previous question: it's whether we can keep

technology in check. I do see it as a Pied Piper who can lead the young off

the cliff.

11. To stay in good health and a good state of mind, do you read, follow a

diet, or some other regimen?

ANS:

The answer is "More or less." I read; I eat reasonably, I live reasonably. Fm

in reasonably good health and like all people my age, have all sorts of minor

afflictions wlu'ch arc not worth discussing.
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12. Finally, having everything you want, having been spoiled by life, how

can you be a pessimist? Also, does being rich oblige you to be altruistic? Do

you see poverty as something absurd?

ANS:

I don't see myself as having been spoiled by life. I think I've been lifted by

life and smacked around to some degree. I've also had great and good luck,

I’ve done things that are fairly good and made terrible errors. 1 don't see

myself as pessimistic, rather, as realistic.

Moreover, Pm not rich. I am what we call in America "well-to-do," which

means I don't have to worry about money every week and that is a great

relief. And I'm pleased with that.

The only way I can answer your question-which is several questions-"Do

you see poverty as something absurd?"-! see it as more than absurd. I see it,

given the great powers of production we now have in the 213t century, I see

poverty as obscene. I think this notion that the free market will take care of

everything is one more absurdity, one more obscenity. The so-called free

market will take care of enriching the most powerful (and unfree)

corporations. It will also drag a great many second-rate corporations along
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with them. But the ultimate tendency of the so-called free market, I believe,

is that the poor will get poorer.

Finally, what we're in need of is some kind of socialism that's not ego-ridden

by the idea that man is superior to all other creatures and things. Once there's

a belief in a Creator, socialism begins to make sense. Religious belief needn't

at all Jehovah of the Gospels and of the fundamentalists. It can be an

existential God doing the best He or She can do against great obstacles,

against—-and this may be what it comes down to—against the intense

opposition of the Devil. Once we rid ourselves of the notion that God is all-

good and all-powerful, we can begin to love die idea that God shares with us

our desire for a finer world and a better vision. But let us never suppose it is

pre-ordained or fore-ordained. It is still a human and divine aspiration that

has pot yet been achieved, not by us, and not by God. In tho larger

dimensions of the Cosmos, even God is a working stiff.
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Cristina Carrillo interview

1 I took great pleasure in reading Harlot's Ghost. One of my surprises was

to find a "tender" Norman Mailer close to the monumental and tough. Is

tenderness an easy emotion for you?

ANS:

As important as severity in the way I look at my characters . I use Tolstoy as

my working guide. He had a great ability; it was to be full of compassion

and yet never without subtle moral judgment. It's what I look for.

2. Also in Harlot's Ghost, there is a strong presence of women. My question

is: what have women taught you?

ANS:

More than men, probably, and I would suppose it is because they are rooted

in the mystery of creation more than men.
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3. There is also a portrait of America's heroes, of the need to fight the evil of

high spheres, of corruption, of a world of good and evil. For you, what is the

most outstanding parallel with the present situation?

ANS:

There is where we come back to Harlot's Ghost. The difficulties are in real

intelligence work because what you'll have on one side, the intelligence

people, are men who have a variety of motives. You have simple careerists;

men who are patriots and very scrupulous; you have men who are wild

adventurers; you have men who are corrupt. And you have all of them

dealing with material that comes in from people who give false information

because they have a vested interest in that false information. You have

people who are treacherous to both sides who can be doubled; you have

people who are criminals who will do anything to earn money.

The result is when all this happens, you have people analyzing this mess of

lies and corruption and distortion, willful distortion, plus the intense passions

of people on the other side—for instance, the people in Iraq who are

ideologues who want to overthrow Hussein and distort material by the very
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intensity of their passion. Then you bring this information, after it's been

adjusted to the best of your ability by your analysts, who very often also have

their separate agendas, and you bring it to the politicians who will work with

it—the high politicians, the Presidents and Prime Ministers, people like that.

Now, they have an agenda themselves which may be altogether different from

what the information has told you, so they pick and choose. Then you have

careerists in intelligence who look to follow what the leaders want, so you get

answers that are self-determined by the needs at the top.

4. You say that the America that attracts you is the one that permits you to be

free. What is your concept of freedom?

ANS:

What attracts me most is I can say what I think without having to feel undue

dread.

5. You've written a lot about Cuba and Castro, a very charismatic leader. In

the '60s, you wrote, "Fidel Castro, you are giving us hope." In the chaotic

situation of present times, where do you see hope? And why?
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ANS:

I still find it in the American people. The fact that they can see through a

charlatan like Bush, that fifty percent of the people at least, at this point, seem

to realize that he's a fraud is remarkable considering what a skillful and

determined liar he is about everything. It's almost impossible ever to catch a

total liar. The only time liars ever get caught is when they stop long enough

to tell the truth and that is probably not going to be our President's weakness.

6. At the age of 81, what are your priorities, your biggest pleasures, your

main preoccupations?

ANS:

At this point in my life, it's work. I have my children; I love them; they're

fine; I have a fine wife; I love her. But when you get to my age, those matters

become more static than your own work.

Continuation, second day:

I'd say at this point it's work. I'm happy with my family life, happy with my

children. My sense of adventure is obviously diminished so what I
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concentrate on is my work. There's a novel that's important to me now that

I'm working on.

As the film director Elia Kazan once said, "Work is a blessing." It's a remark

that applies most to older people.

7. You said your only dissatisfaction with your life is with things you have

never done. Can you share at least one?

ANS:

I find the question off-putting, and I'll content myself with answering—and

this is a facetious answer to some degree—one of the things I never did is I

never did a parachute jump. This sort of question, I must say, I do dislike.

8. Talking about the perils of technology, you say, "Technology will be the

only culture. Culture will not be important." But if this occurs the human

side will be killed. Don't you think this will be the end of humankind?

ANS:

Yes, it's perfectly possible that technology will prove to be the end of

humankind. There is such a divorce from one's mentality, one's senses, one's
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sense, even, of morality—for technology is murderous to morality, if you

contemplate it—then yes: this century is the century when we have to wonder

for the first time—it began in the last century but now I think it's very real to

me at least, and I think for millions of people—that this may be the last

century of humankind.

And one way or another, we have to come to terms with technology and

dominate it rather than having it dominate us.

9. How do you regard the virtual reality we are sinking in?

ANS:

I think the easiest way to eliminate the virtual reality America sank into—to

use your verb-by entering the war with Iraq is to defeat President Bush. He's

a man who lives entirely in virtual reality. I think the real world is not nearly

so close to him as his notions, his scenarios, his structures of how the game

can be played. The fundamental element in his posturing, in his scenarios, in

his assertions of faith and his ongoing hypocrisy and cant is these are all ways

to play the game. Virtual reality is a poison to foreign policy. Foreign policy

is not a video game and Bush does not know that.
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10. You say young people may not read but know how to screw. Does it

worry you, this trend among youth?

ANS

What worries me much than where the youth are going—since the old are

usually the least reliable witness on whether the youth are doing splendid

things or awful things—is to go back to the previous question: it's whether we

can keep technology from leading us. Technology is a Pied Piper than can

lead us off the cliff and destroy civilization.

11. To stay in good health and a good state of mind, do you read, follow a

diet, or some other regimen?

ANS:

The answer is "More or less." I read; I eat reasonably, I live reasonably. I'm

in reasonably good health and like all people my age, have all sorts of minor

afflictions which are not worth discussing.
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12. Finally, having everything you want, having been spoiled by life, how

can you be a pessimist? Also, does being rich oblige you to be altruistic? Do

you see poverty as something absurd?

ANS:

I don't see myself as having been spoiled by life. I think I've been lifted by

life and smacked around a little bit by life. I've done things that are fairly

good and made terrible errors. I don't see myself as pessimistic, rather, as

realistic.

Moreover, I'm not rich. I am what we call in America "well-to-do," which

means I don't have to worry about money every week and that is a great

relief. And I'm pleased with that.

The only way I can answer your question—which is several questions—"Do

you see poverty as something absurd?"—I see it as more than absurd. I see it,

given the great powers of production we now have in the 21st century, I see

poverty as obscene. I see this notion that the free market will take care of

eveiything as one more absurdity, one more obscenity. The free market will

take care of making the most industrious and enterprising capitalists

wealthier. It will also drag a great many second-raters with them who will

also become wealthy. But the ultimate tendency of the free market, I believe,
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and no one's been able to disprove it as far as I am concerned, is that the poor

get poorer; they get less.

Finally, what we're in need of is some kind of socialism that's not ego-ridden

by the idea that man is superior to all things. Once there's a belief in a

Creator, socialism begins to make sense. It doesn't have to be the Creator of

the Gospels or of the fund?njentalists. It can be an existentialist God doing

the best He or She can do against great obstacles and against the intense

opposition of the devil.



Cristina Carrillo interview

1 I took great pleasure in reading Harlot's Ghost. One of my surprises was

to find a "tender" Norman Mailer close to the monumental and tough. Is

tenderness an easy emotion for you?

ANS:

As important as severity. I think it is the way to look at one's characters .

Tolstoy is a fine working guide. He had the power to be full of compassion

yet was never without severe moral judgment. It's what I look for.

2. Also in Harlot's Ghost, there is a strong presence of women. My question

is: what have women taught you?

ANS:

More than men, probably. I expect it is because they are more rooted in the

mystery of creation than men.
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3. There is also a portrait of America's heroes, of the need to fight the evil of

high spheres, of corruption, of a world of good and evil. For you, what is the

most outstanding parallel with the present situation?

ANS:

This is where we come back to Harlot's Ghost. Intelligence officers have a

variety of motives. Some are simple careerists; some are patriots; some are

scrupulous; others are wild adventurers. Some turn corrupt. Then, in their

varying ways, all of them deal with material that comes in from people who

often give false information because their loyalty is to the other side, or to

their own pocketbook. You also have spies who are treacherous to both

sides, who can be doubled. You have agents who are criminals and will do

anything to earn money. After which, you have intelligence personnel

analyzing this mess of lies and corruption and distortion, willfill distortion,

plus the intense passions of people on the other side—for instance, the Iraqis

who wanted to overthrow Hussein and so were ready to distort material in the

interest of their passion. After which, this collection of skewed information

is adjusted to the best of their ability by the analysts, who often have their

separate agendas. Then this much-worked-over mess is brought to the

politicians. They, in turn, will deal with it—the high politicians, the

Presidents, Prime Ministers, and war ministers. They have their own agendas



3

which are often altogether different from most of the information given to

them. So they pick and choose. It then goes back to the careerists in

Intelligence who look to follow what the leaders want. They skew the

information further. By the end, eveiy answer is determined by the needs at

the top. No signal need be given. It is all hints and cues, and ultimately,

comes to not much more in the way of acumen than the desire to satisfy one's

boss.

4. You say that the America that attracts you is the one that permits you to be

free. What is your concept of freedom?

ANS:

To be able to say what I think without having to feel undue dread.

5. You've written a lot about Cuba and Castro, a very charismatic leader. In

the '60s, you wrote, "Fidel Castro, you are giving us hope." In the chaotic

situation of present times, where do you see hope? And why?

ANS:

I must say that I still find it in the American people. The fact that so many

can see through a charlatan like Bush, that fifty percent of the people at this

point, seem to realize that he's a fraud is remarkable considering what a
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skillful and determined manipulator he is. It's almost impossible to catch a

man who has no interest in the truth, provided he never stops long enough to

tell the truth. I don't think that is going to be our President's first mistake. He

will know enough to keep from colliding with the real facts.

6. At the age of 81, what are your priorities, your biggest pleasures, your

main preoccupations?

ANS:

At this point in my life, it's work. I have my nine children; I love them; I have

a fine wife; I love her. But when you get to my age, those loyalties become a

stable part of your life. So it is work which remains as the one set of

adventures you can still undertake.

7. You said your only dissatisfaction with your life is with things you have

never done. Can you share at least one?

ANS:

I no longer regret the excitements I failed to have. Perhaps they would have

led me away from some of the better work I did.
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8. Talking about the perils of technology, you say, "Technology will be the

only culture. Culture will not be important." But if this occurs the human

side will be killed. Don't you think this will be the end of humankind?

ANS:

It is perfectly possible that technology will prove to be the end of humankind.

There is such a divorce from one's senses, one's sense, even, of morality—for

technology can be murderous to morality, since ultimately, it is removed from

compassion, that yes! This is a century when we have to wonder whether it

will be the last century of humankind.

One way or another, we need to come to terms with the human depredations

of technology and dominate it rather than keep on being twisted in its

direction.

9. How do you regard the virtual reality we are sinking in?

ANS:

I think the easiest way to eliminate the virtual reality that America sank into—

to use your verb—is by entering the contest to defeat President Bush in the

'04 elections. He's a man who lives entirely in virtual reality. The real world

is not nearly so close to him as his scenarios, his notions of how the game can

be played. I suspect he sees life as a video game. The fundamental element
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in his posturing, in his assertions of religious faith and Iris ongoing hypocrisy

is that these are all modes of play in the game. Virtual reality is toxic to

serious foreign policy. When he says he's a "war president," it's as if he's

chosen to be one of the contestants in his own video game.

10. You say young people may not read but know how to screw. Doesit

worry you, this trend among youth?

ANS

What worries me more than where the youth are going—since the old arc

usually the least reliable witness on whether the youth are doing splendidly

or are awful—is to go back to the previous question: it's whether we can keep

technology in check. I do see it as a Pied Piper who can lead the young off

the cliff.

11. To stay in good health and a good state of mind, do you read, follow a

diet, or some other regimen?

ANS:

The answer is "More or less." I read; I eat reasonably, I live reasonably. I’m

in reasonably good health and like all people my age, have all sorts of minor

afflictions which are not worth discussing.
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12. Finally, having everything you want, having been spoiled by life, how

can you be a pessimist? Also, does being rich oblige you to be altruistic? Do

you see poverty as something absurd?

ANS:

I don't see myself as having been spoiled by life. I think I've been lifted by

life and smacked around to some degree. I've also had great and good luck.

I've done things that are fairly good and made terrible errors. I don't see

myself as pessimistic, rather, as realistic.

Moreover, I'm not rich. I am what we call in America "well-to-do," which

means I don't have to worry about money every week and that is a great

relief. And I'm pleased with that.

The only way I can answer your question—which is several questions—"Do

you see poverty as something absurd?"—I see it as more than absurd. I see it,

given the great powers of production we now have in the 21st century, I see

poverty as obscene. I think this notion that the free market will take care of

everything is one more absurdity, one more obscenity. The so-called free

market will take care of enriching the most powerful (and unfree)

corporations. It will also drag a great many second-rate corporations along
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with them. But the ultimate tendency of the so-called free market, I believe,

is that the poor will get poorer.

Finally, what we're in need of is some kind of socialism that's not ego-ridden

by the idea that man is superior to all other creatures and things. Once there's

a belief in a Creator, socialism begins to make sense. Religious belief needn't

at all be the Jehovah of the Gospels and of the fundamentalists. It can be an

existential God doing the best He or She can do against great obstacles,

against—and this may be what it comes down to—against the intense

opposition of the Devil. Once we rid ourselves of the notion that God is all­

good and all-powerful, we can begin to love the idea that God shares with us

our desire for a finer world and a better vision. But let us never suppose it is

pre-ordained or fore-ordained. It is still a human and divine aspiration that

has not yet been achieved, not by us, and not by God. In the larger

dimensions of the Cosmos, even God is a working stiff.



Cristina Carrillo interview

1 I took great pleasure in reading Harlot's Ghost. One of my surprises was

to find a "tender" Norman Mailer close to the monumental and tough. Is

tenderness an easy emotion for you?

ANS:

As important as severity. I think it is the way to look at one's characters .

Tolstoy is a fine working guide. He had the power to be full of compassion

yet was never without severe moral judgment. It's what I look for.

2. Also in Harlot's Ghost, there is a strong presence of women. My question

is: what have women taught you?

ANS:

More than men, probably. I expect it is because they are more rooted in the

mystery of creation than men.



3. There is also a portrait of America's heroes, of the need to fight the evil of

high spheres, of corruption, of a world of good and evil. For you, what is the

most outstanding parallel with the present situation?

ANS:

This is where we come back to Harlot's Ghost. Intelligence officers have a

variety of motives. Some are simple careerists; some are patriots; some are

scrupulous; others are wild adventurers. You have some turn corrupt. Then

you have all of them dealing with material that comes in from people who

often give false information because their vested interest is in the other side,

or to their own pocketbook. You also have people who are treacherous to

both sides, who can be doubled. You have agents who are criminals and will

do anything to earn money. After which, you have people analyzing this

mess of lies and corruption and distortion, willful distortion, plus the intense

passions of the people on the other side—for instance, the Iraqis who wanted

to overthrow Hussein and were ready to distort material by the very intensity

of their passion. Then, this collection of skewed information, is adjusted to

the best of their ability by the analysts, who often have their separate
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agendas, and then this much-worked-over mess is brought to the politicians

who will deal with it—the high politicians, the Presidents, Prime Ministers,

and war ministers. They have their own agendas which may be altogether

different from most of the information given to them. So they pick and

choose. If goes back to the careerists in Intelligence who look to follow what

the leaders want. Now your own Intelligence agency knows how to skew

the information further. By the end, every answer is determined by the needs

at the top. No signal need be given. It is all hints and cues, and ultimately,

not much more than the desire to satisfy one's boss.

4. You say that the America that attracts you is the one that pennits you to be

free. What is your concept of freedom?

ANS:

To be able to say what I think without having to feel undue dread.

5. You've written a lot about Cuba and Castro, a very charismatic leader. In

the '60s, you wrote, "Fidel Castro, you are giving us hope." In the chaotic

situation of present times, where do you see hope? And why?
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ANS:

I still find it in the American people. The fact that they can see through a

charlatan like Bush, that fifty percent of the people at this point, seem to

realize that he's a fraud is remarkable considering what a skillful and

determined liar he is. It's almost impossible to catch a total liar, provided he

never stops long enough to tell the truth. I don't think that is going to be our

President's first mistake. He will know enough to keep from colliding with

the facts.

6. At the age of 81, what are your priorities, your biggest pleasures, your

main preoccupations?

ANS:

At this point in my life, it's work. I have my nine children; I love them;

they're fine; I have a fine wife; I love her. But when you get to my age, those

matters become a stable part of your life. So it is work which remains as the

one set of adventures you can undertake.
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7. You said your only dissatisfaction with your life is with tilings you have

never done. Can you share at least one?

ANS:

I no longer regret the excitements I failed to have. Perhaps they would have

led me away from some of the better work I did.

8. Talking about the perils of technology, you say, "Technology will be the

only culture. Culture will not be important." But if this occurs the human

side will be killed. Don't you think this will be the end of humankind?

ANS:

It is perfectly possible that technology will prove to be the end of humankind.

There is such a divorce from one's senses, one's sense, even, of moral ity--for

technology is murderous to morality, since ultimately, it is removed from

compassion, that yes: this is a century when we have to wonder whether it

will be the last century of humankind.

One way or another, we have to come to terms with the human depredations

of technology and dominate it rather than keep on being twisted in its

direction.
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9. How do you regard the virtual reality we are sinking in?

ANS:

I think the easiest way to eliminate the virtual reality that America sank into—

to use your verb—is by entering the contest to defeat President Bush in the

'04 elections. He's a man who lives entirely in virtual reality. The real world

is not nearly so close to him as his scenarios, his notions of how the game can

be played. The fundamental element in his posturing, in his assertions of

religious faith and his ongoing hypocrisy is that these are all ways to play the

game. Virtual reality is poison to serious foreign policy. Foreign policy is

not a video game but Bush does not know that. When he says he's a "war

president," it's as if he's chosen to be one of the contestants in his own video

game.

10. You say young people may not read but know how to screw. Doesit

worry you, this trend among youth?
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ANS

What worries me more than where the youth are going—since the old are

usually the least reliable witness on whether the youth are doing splendidly

or are awful—is to go back to the previous question: it's whether we can keep

technology in check. I do see it as a Pied Piper who can lead the young off

the cliff.

11. To stay in good health and a good state of mind, do you read, follow a

diet, or some other regimen?

ANS:

The answer is "More or less." I read; I eat reasonably, I live reasonably. I'm

in reasonably good health and like all people my age, have all sorts of minor

afflictions which are not worth discussing.

12. Finally, having everything you want, having been spoiled by life, how

can you be a pessimist? Also, does being rich oblige you to be altruistic? Do

you see poverty as something absurd?
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ANS:

I don’t see myself as having been spoiled by life. I think I've been lifted by

life and smacked around to some degree by life. I've done things that are

fairly good and made terrible errors. I don't sec myself as pessimistic, rather,

as realistic.

Moreover, I'm not rich. I am what we call in America "well-to-do," which

means I don't have to worry about money every week and that is a great

relief. And I'm pleased with that.

The only way I can answer your question—which is several questions--"Do

you see poverty as something absurd?"--! see it as more than absurd. I see it,

given the great powers of production we now have in the 21st century, I see

poverty as obscene. I think this notion that the free market will take care of

everything is one more absurdity, one more obscenity. The so-called free

market will take care of enriching the most industrious and enterprising

corporations. It will also drag a great many second-rate corporations along

with them. But the ultimate tendency of the so-called free market, I believe,

is that the poor will get poorer.

Finally, what we're in need of is some kind of socialism that's not ego-ridden

by the idea that man is superior to all other creatures and things. Once there's
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a belief in a Creator, socialism begins to make sense. Religious belief needn't

at all be the Jehovah of the Gospels and of the fundamentalists. It can be an

existential God doing the best He or She can do against great obstacles,

against—and this may be what it comes down to—against the intense

opposition of the Devil. Once we rid ourselves of the notion that God is all­

good and all-powerful, we can begin to love the idea that God shares with us

our desire for a finer world and a better vision. But let us never suppose it is

pre-ordained or fore-ordained. It is still a human and divine aspiration that

has not yet been achieved, not by us, and not by God. In the larger

dimensions of the Cosmos, even God is a working stiff.
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prk is a blessing. "\Jt's a remark \As the filmMirector Elia

concentrate on is my work. There's a novel that's important to me now that
X I

Fm king on.

once said,

that applies mo

7. You said your only dissatisfaction with your life is with things you have

8. Talking about the perils of technology, you say, "Technology will be the

only culture. Culture will not be important." But if this occurs the human

side will be killed. Don't you think this will be the end of humankind?

ANS:

Yes^gsperfectly possible that technology will prove to be the end of

humankind. There is such a divorce from one's senses one's
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is-ths century when we have to wonder

dominate it rattier than hawig-tt-dommate-us.

century of humankind.

Andale way or another, we have to come to terms witfi/technology and

-tn the fast century-but nowl thml^itls-yerv' reald

9. How do you regard the virtual reality we are sinking in?

ANS:

I think the easiest way to eliminate the virtual reality America sank into-to

use your verb-^by entering the war^tMre^-to defeat President Bush,^ He's

a man who lives entirely in virtual reality. I think^he real world is not nearly

so close to him as l£is-notionsyhis scenarios, his stnteferestof how the game

can be played. The fundamental element in his posturing, in his-seenarios,-ia
x r<x i

his assertions offaittfahrfhis ongoing hypocrisy .anS-cant is(thcse are all ways

to play the game. Virtual reality is^poison to^breign policy. Foreign policy

is not a video game asd Bush does not know that.
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10. You say young people may not read but know how to screw. Does it

worry you, this trend among youth?

ANS

What worries me much than where the youth are going-sincc the old are 

usually the least reliable witness on whether the youth arc doing splendid L 

■things oi\awful thwgs-is to go back to the previous question: it's whether we

can keep technology frenHeading-as-. '1 cchnology-is zz-Pied Piper then can

11. To stay in good health and a good state of mind, do you read, follow a

diet, or some other regimen?

ANS:

The answer is "More or less." I read; I eat reasonably, I live reasonably. I'm

in reasonably good health and like all people my age, have all sorts of minor

afflictions which are not worth discussing.
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12. Finally, having everything you want, having been spoiled by life, how

I
can you be a pessimist? Also, does being rich oblige you to be altruistic? Do

you see poverty as something absurd?

ANS:

I don't sec myself as having been spoiled by life. I think I've been lifted by 

life. ~Tve done things that arc fairly life and smacked aroun

good and made terrible errors. I don't see myself as pessimistic, rather, as 

realistic.

Moreover, Fm not rich. I am what we call in America "well-to-do," which

means I don't have to worry about money every week and that is a great

relief. And I'm pleased with that.

The only way I can answer your question-which is several questions-"Do 

you see poverty as something absurd?"—I see it as more than absurd. I see it, 

given the great powers of production we now have in the 21st century, I see

poverty as obscene. I se^this notion that tire free market will take care of 

But the ultimate tendency of the/free market^ I believe,

everythingone more absurdity, one more obscenity. ThcTree market will

take care ofmaksg^hemost industrious and enterprising capitate

-Avedfeber. It will also drag a great many second-ratei^with them who will -,
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by the idea that man is superior to ali

Creator, socialism begins to make sense. Itrioesn't have l

nnd~TTo onp'c boon able to dinprovc it an fhr m T am rnnn i ui rt. is that the poor

^get poorer; they-geHess.

/HieGospels erofflie fundamentalists. It can be an ox-istentiafe^God doing

the best He or She can do against great obstacles^and against the-mtense-

opposition-of the devik-

Finally, what we're in need of is some kind of socialism that's not ego-ridden

Once there's a belief in a



Cristina Carrillo interview

1 T took great pleasure in reading Harlot's Ghost. One of my surprises was

to find a "tender" Norman Mailer close to the monumental and tough. Is 

tenderness an easy emotion for you?

ANS:

As important as severity. I think it is the way to look at one's characters .

Tolstoy is a fine working guide. He had the power to be bill of compassion

yet was never without severe moral judgment. It's what I look for.

2. Also in Harlot's Ghost, there is a strong presence of women. My question

is: what have women taught you?

ANS:

More than men, probably. I expect it is because they are more rooted in the

mystery of creation than men.
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3. There is also a portrait of America’s heroes, of the need to tight the evil of

high spheres, of corruption, of a world of good and evil. For you, what is the

most outstanding parallel with the present situation?

ANS:

This is where we come back to Harlot's Ghost. Intelligence officers have a

variety of motives. Some are simple careerists; some arc patriots; some are

scrupulous; others are wild adventurers. YowhaveJ&me turn corrupt. Then

youiave-all-ofilmm dealing with materialtfiat corfiesin from people who

often give false information because their vested-mteFest is i\the other side,

30/^
or to their own pocketbook. You also have people who are treacherous to

both sides, who can be doubled. You have agents who are criminals and will

do anything to earn money. After which, you have-peepl^nalyzing this

mess of lies and corruption and distortion, willful distortion, plus the intense 

passions of^people on the other side-for instance, the Iraqis who wanted

to overthrow Hussein andA^re ready to distort material M^the

of their passion. Thon^^ms collection of skewed information, is adjusted to 

the best of their ability by the analysts, who often have their separate 
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agendas, a^Tffcn this much-worked-over mess is brought to the politicians e

with it^-thc high politicians, the Presidents, Prime Ministers,

and war ministers. They have their own agendas which may-becalfogeffier

[thedifferent from [the information given to them. So they pick and

choose, ylfgoes back to the careerists in Intelligence who look to follow what

the leaders want. Nowyourown-IntelhgeBce-ageiiLy knows huwteskew

the information further. By the end, every answer is determined by the needs

at the top. No signal need be given. It is all hints and cues, and ultimately,

4. You say that the America that attracts you is the one that permits you to be

free. What is your concept of freedom?

ANS:

To be able to say what I think without having to feel undue dread.

5. You've written a lot about Cuba and Castro, a very charismatic leader. In

the '60s, you wrote, "Fidel Castro, you are giving us hope." In the chaotic

situation of present times, where do you see hope? And why?
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charlatan like Bush, that fifty percent of the people at this point, seem to

realize that he's a fraud is remarkable considering what a skillful and

determined lif^fie is. It's almost impossible to catch a totat-han^provicled he

never stops long enough to tell the truth. I don't think that is going to be our

6. At the age of 81, what arc your priorities, your biggest pleasures, your

main preoccupations?

President's first mistake. He will know enouah to keen from collidin? with

ANS:

At this point in my life, it's work. I have my nine children; I love them;

I have a fine wife; I love her. But when you get to my age, those

jnatters/become a stable part of your life. So it is work which remains as the

one set of adventures you can/imdertake.
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7. You said your only dissatisfaction with your life is with things you have

never done. Can you share at least one?

ANS:

I no longer regret the excitements I failed to have. Perhaps they would have

led me away from some of the better work I did.

8. Talking about the perils of technology, you say, "Technology will be the

only culture. Culture will not be important." But if this occurs the human

side will be killed. Don't you think this will be the end of humankind?

ANS: 

ft is perfectly possible that technology will prove to be the end of humankind.

There is such a divorce from one’s senses, one’s sense, even, of morality-for

technology^^nurderous to morality, since ultimately, it is removed from

compassion, that yes^iis is a century when we have to wonder whether it 

of technology and dominate it rather than keep on being twisted in its 

will be the last century of humankind.

One way or another, we kavmo come to terms with the human depredations 

direction.
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9. How do you regard the virtual reality we are sinking in?

ANS:

1 think the easiest way to eliminate the virtual reality that America sank into-

to use your verb—is by entering the contest to defeat President Bush in the

'04 elections. He's a man who lives entirely in virtual reality. The real world

is not nearly so close to him as his scenarios, his notions of how the game can
Ar s 4^ tzt^ea -c_y

be played/Tfie tundamentalerCTnentmTiirpostunng, tn his assertions Tit

religious faith and his ongoing hypocrisy is that these are all wnys-te^Iay tfej

rgame. Virtual reality is .poison to serious foreign policy, liopoign-ps'icy-is-^--.
A

BQt-a-iadeo game-but Bush-dees-not know that- When he says he's a "war

president," it’s as if he's chosen to be one of the contestants in his own video

game.

10. You say young people may not read but know how to screw. Doesit 

worry you, this trend among youth?
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ANS

What worries me more than where the youth are going-since the old are

usually the least reliable witness on whether the youth are doing splendidly

or are awful-is to go back to the previous question: it’s whether we can keep

technology in check. 1 do sec it as a Pied Piper who can lead the young off

the cliff.

11. To stay in good health and a good state of mind, do you read, follow a

diet, or some other regimen?

ANS:

The answer is "More or less." I read; I eat reasonably, I live reasonably. I’m

in reasonably good health and like all people my age, have all sorts of minor

afflictions which are not worth discussing.

12. Finally, having everything you want, having been spoiled by life, how

can you be a pessimist? Also, does being rich oblige you to be altruistic? Do

you see poverty as something absurd?
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ANS:

I don't see myself as having been spoiled by life. I think I've been lifted by

made terrible errors. I don't see myself as pessimistic, rather,

as realistic.

Moreover, I'm not rich. I am what we call in America "well-to-do," which

means I don't have to worry about money every week and that is a great

relief. And I'm pleased with that.

The only way I can answer your question-which is several questions-"Do

you see poverty as something absurd?"-! see it as more than absurd. I see it,

given the great powers of production we now have in the 21 century, 1 see

poverty as obscene. I think this notion that the free market will take care of

everything is one more absurdity, one more obscenity. The so-called free

market will take care of enriching the most mdustHous and Qwtcrprismg

corporations. It will also drag a great many second-rate corporations along

with them. But the ultimate tendency of the so-called free market, 1 believe,

is that the poor will get poorer.

Finally, what we’re in need of is some kind of socialism that's not ego-ridden

by the idea that man is superior to all other creatures and things. Once there's
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a belief in a Creator, socialism begins to make sense. Religious belief needn't

• at all be the Jehovah of the Gospels and of the fundamentalists. It can be an

existential God doing the best He or She can do against great obstacles,

against—and this may be what it comes down to—against the intense

opposition of the Devil. Once we rid ourselves of the notion that God is all­

good and all-powcrftil, we can begin to love the idea that God shares with us

our desire for a finer world and a better vision. But let us never suppose it is

pre-ordained or fore-ordained. It is still a human and divine aspiration that

has not yet been achieved, not by us, and not by God. In the larger

dimensions of the Cosmos, even God is a working stiff.
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Cristina Carrillo interview

1 I took great pleasure in reading Harlot's Ghost. One of my surprises was

to find a "tender" Norman Mailer close to the monumental and tough. Is

tenderness an easy emotion for you?

ANS:

As important as severity. I think it is the way to look at one’s characters .

Tolstoy is a fine working guide. He had the power to be full of compassion

yet was never without severe moral judgment. It's what I look for.

2. Also in Harlot's Ghost, there is a strong presence of women My question

is: what have women taught you?

ANS:

More than men, probably. I expect it is because they are more rooted in the

mystety of creation than men.
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3. There is also a portrait of America's heroes, of the need to fight the evil of

high spheres, of corruption, of a world of good and evil. For you, what is the

most outstanding parallel with the present situation?

ANS:

This is where we come back to Harlot's Ghost. Intelligence officers have a

variety of motives. Some are simple careerists; some are patriots; some are

scrupulous; others arc wild adventurers. Some turn corrupt. Then, in their

varying ways, all of them deal with material that comes in from people who

often give false information because their loyalty is to the other side, or to

their own pocketbook. You also have spies who are treacherous to both

sides, who can be doubled. You have agents who are criminals and will do

anything to earn money. After which, you have intelligence personnel

analyzing this mess of lies and corruption and distortion, willful distortion,

plus the intense passions of people on the other side—for instance, the Iraqis

who wanted to overthrow Hussein and so were ready to distort material in the

interest of their passion. After which, this collection of skewed information

is adjusted to the best of their ability by the analysts, who often have their

separate agendas. Then this much-worked-over mess is brought to the

politicians. They, in turn, will deal with it—the high politicians, the

Presidents, Prime Ministers, and war ministers. They have their own agendas
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which are often altogether different from most of the information given to

them. So they pick and choose. It then goes back to the careerists in

Intelligence who look to follow what the leaders want. They skew the

information further. By the end, every answer is determined by the needs at

the top. No signal need be given, It is all hints and cues, and ultimately,

comes to not much more in the way of acumen than the desire to satisfy one's

boss.

4. You say that the America that attracts you is the one that permits you to be

free. What is your concept of freedom?

ANS:

To be able to say what I think without having to feel undue dread.

5. You've written a lot about Cuba and Castro, a very charismatic leader. In

the '60s, you wrote, "Fidel Castro, you are giving us hope." In the chaotic

situation of present times, where do you see hope? And why?

ANS:

I must say that I still find it in the American people. The fact that so many

can see through a charlatan like Bush, that fifty percent of the people at this

point, seem to realize that he's a fraud is remarkable considering what a
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skillful and determined manipulator he is. It's almost impossible to catch a

man who has no interest in the truth, provided he never stops long enough to

tell the truth. 1 don't think that is going to be our President's first mistake. He

will know enough to keep from colliding with the real facts.

6. At the age of 81, what arc your priorities, your biggest pleasures, your

main preoccupations?

ANS:

At this point in my life, it's work. I have my nine children; I love them; I have

a fine wife; I love her. But when you get to my age, those loyalties become a

stable part of your life. So it is work which remains as the one set of

adventures you can still undertake.

7. You said your only dissatisfaction with your life is with things you have

never done. Can you share at least one?

ANS:

I no longer regret the excitements I foiled to have. Perhaps they would have

led me away from some of the better work I did.
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8. Talking about the perils of technology, you say, "Technology will be the

only culture. Culture will not be important." But if this occurs the human

side will be killed. Don't you think this will be the end of humankind?

ANS:

It is perfectly possible that technology will prove to be the end of humankind.

There is such a divorce from one’s senses, one’s sense, even, of morality--for

technology can be murderous to morality, since ultimately, it is removed from

compassion, that ^es! This is a century when we have to wonder whether it

will be the last century of humankind/ a- "'n‘ ■

One way or another, we need to come to terms with the human depredations

of technology and dominate it rather than keep on being twisted in-its

p^tUlirection,

9. How do you regard the virtual reality we are sinking in?

ANS:

I think the easiest way to eliminate the virtual reality that America sank into--

to use your verb—is by entering the contest to defeat President Bush in the

'04 elections. He's a man who lives entirely in virtual reality. The real world

is not nearly so close to him as his scenarios, his notions of how the game can

be played. I suspect he sees life as a video game. The fundamental element
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in his posturing, in his assertions of religious faith and his ongoing hypocrisy

is that these are all modes of play in the game. Virtual reality is toxic to

serious foreign policy. When he says he's a "war president," it's as if he's

chosen to be one of the contestants in his own video game.

10. You say young people may not read but know how to screw. Does it

worry you, this trend among youth?

ANS

What worries me more than where the youth are going-since the old are

usually the least reliable witness on whether the youth are doing splendidly

or are awful--is to go back to the previous question: it's whether we can keep

technology in check. I do see it as a Pied Piper who can lead the young off

the cliff.

11. To stay in good health and a good state of mind, do you read, follow a

diet, or some other regimen?

ANS:

The answer is "More or less." I read; I eat reasonably, I live reasonably. I’m

in reasonably good health and like all people my age, have all sorts of minor

afflictions which arc not worth discussing.
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12. Finally, having everything you want, having been spoiled by life, how

can you be a pessimist? Also, does being rich oblige you to be altruistic? Do

you see poverty as something absurd?

ANS:

I don't see myself as having been spoiled by life. I think I've been lifted by

life and smacked around to some degree. I've also had great and good luck.

Fve done things that are fairly good and made terrible errors. 1 don't sec

myself as pessimistic, rather, as realistic.

Moreover, I'm not rich. I am what we call in America "well-to-do," which

means I don't have to worry about money every week and that is a great

relief. And I'm pleased with that.

The only way I can answer your question-which is several questions-"Do

you see poverty as something absurd?"-! see it as more than absurd. I see it,

given tire great powers of production we now have in the 21st century, I see

poverty as obscene. I think this notion that the free market will take care of

everything is one more absurdity, one more obscenity. The so-called free

market will take care of enriching the most powerful (and unfree)

corporations. It will also drag a great many second-rate corporations along
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with them. But the ultimate tendency of the so-called free market, 1 believe,

is that the poor will get poorer.

Finally, what we're in need of is some kind of socialism that's not ego-ridden

by the idea that man is superior to all other creatures and things. Once there's

a belief in a Creator, socialism begins to make sense. Religious belief needn't

at all befffieJehovah of the Gospels and of the fundamentalists. It can be an

existential God doing the best He or She can do against great obstacles,

against—and this may be what it comes down to—against the intense

opposition of the Devil. Once we rid ourselves of the notion that God is all­

good and all-powerful, we can begin to love the idea that God shares with us

our desire for a finer world and a better vision. But let us never suppose it is

pre-ordained or fore-ordained. It is still a human and divine aspiration that

has not yet been achieved, not by us, and not by God. In the larger

dimensions of the Cosmos, even God is a working stiff.


