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NIEMAN DRAFTS

Opening possibility:

1

Since his reelection, George W. Bush has been m< n i r I s

personal appearances, more sure of himself, more—it is • i • ( ? ' r> 1 

this context but obligatory—he seems more authentic

I would warrant that before this last election he ha h 

opposite of what he appeared to be, which is co say thatM-.

not strong* and not firmly-anehoEed-fft- ■ot-|- |p

Rather, he half-managed to pass himself off as a fa. k i 

virtue, not unlike a screen star who has been alcoholic bi i a s :■

AA, a dry drunk. Inflexibility is not at the root of the Pr<

no more than machismo

becomes the cover tha
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slit burn within and can be dominated only by the inbu 

keep the lid ^QZtam.pnd-downr/'lt'is not a happy condit

Commandcr-in-Chief. He has to hoMftoinflexibility at jsis

the stubbornness of those who are so weak in one par o ' arne i 

they cannot admit error for fear that the buried ?.nr :

psyche will spring loose. Tn the First World War, there • • ■ in i

generals like that, the famous, even notorious Sir Dough ling. ( ■

< /•;:

J' 1 s n :

the Germans would re-take the newly-gamed trench ia-a^+r 

was Haig's species of inflexibility. He could never admi - a-.

If wc contrast George W. to his parents, it is proba* f.vr > 

his father was manly enough to be President, but seemed r I 
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his ouilt-in modesty. Indeed, for all one knew, it was gw

have sensed that he was not quite bright enough for the '

Bush had, doubtless, more than enough character to be I 

obliterative shadow cast by Nancy Reagan, she was seer 

elegant enough. In turn, their oldest son, George, in con 

was neither an athlete nor a fighter pilot. He was a chee 

itself, was enough to drain some good part ol his self-res i 

to be surrounded by football players when you areJas tai 

("■are, but not as athletic. The son, out of necessity perhap I i s

own kind of ego. Up turned ouUo-befiis vain as sin, and .

unsuccessful sin. For some, drink is the only paychie tmt- a't 

when you are not quite sure who you might be, gspaaialK r ; ■ r 

FAX in. -.50848721: .PI-1 F ■
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suited in the nicest strength of your upper class- -which is 

reliance on the enrichments of culture that a good educatic u • I i

If this sense of Bush's character is well-based, then < •: i • -

the increment of strength that victory offers to such a man, nov s

entitled to national respect as the dry-drunk screen star aftei ‘it. t •> > 

success. It is no accident that half-men strive with manic i i ■ s t\ 

certification of their worth. One can see the magnitude of1 tu 

personal happiness now. The smirk is gilt-edged in these 1 +-• ■■ \ >

In contrast, the woe one encounters among Democra t . ih i 

parallel in my recollection. Just as no President, not even I-' rc b •: 

was detested so strongly by so many of us, so was the beliei 

the week before the election, that no matter how deadlocks- ■ ooi . is 
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inconceivable that Bush could triumph. That belief in •• • > r

intense among the young. The prevailing mood among ,) ■

Democrats now is not unlike the disbelief that attends tl inr I 4 

a close friend. One keeps expecting the deceased to be t ngn rt<-dt

table again. Or the door bel I will ring and^Jgs^th •

no, he is not there. Bush is the victor, not Kerry, It is an.

people who have been stupefie density -o£a drea

reminding themselves in the dark, "I am not in Katmandu 

!<• i] ; E

-pus < I v

H'C i < a. o

:fl tl '3

bedroom. There will be no deliverance from George W. ;l * * I p 

to see his face for the next four years.”

It is useless to suggest that if Kerry had won Ohio • lec a

President with a deficit of several million electoral vot0 f u; the i 

necessity to take up camp in the quagmire of Iraq, the sit' >n : . i
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bee i worse for Democrats. Kerry, given his 50-50 slant IN-

have had to pay for ail of Bush's

Speaking of-s^aflow me one long parenthesis^.;.

'ho said we must tax therichrhTl was Jesus. Jehovah. t< ! 1 con 

much more ready to threaten the loss of a man's wealth-jw T<-ttfed i

•ey religiously|34-etfthe powers that be, all said powef

JehovanbJt was Jesus who overturned his father's autXo 

If by 2008, the Dcmbm-ats hm*e to pick up a meant, >. it I Jr?

the human-values votes, the/will we to find candidate-

'ho can spread the wwd down south—that iMind Dem

suggest tifat fundamentalists who are in awe of JehoX[ ti

raflbre. might afSkiPcorne to recognize that all those much-u

us that it was no rmitine matter for a rich ma^t to enter he; n
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c spirit of Jesus, the first great libera

afflicted, the needy, and the disturbed. The}

about sinners.

. I will do better on this occasion to restrict mysell

terrain, jit seems to me that if the Democrats are going t<

The likelihood this conversion taking place is n

the speaker o is equipped to deal with the relevant nt.

spe

liberals, not the Republicans, who worry about the fate > >

new set of attitudes and values that will work better for i ■ : . t

candidates, it might not be a bad idea to do a little more .fie nil ig

about one very large question which hitherto has had litt' .. pi

explanations. It is the war in Iraq.
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The truth is that neither candidate was- ready in it :t i

the last election to begin to say why we are really there. V. , •

indeed, are we in Iraq? It is likely that a great majority . > : i. i

unable to ewi offer ©»e answei/gy nowjno matter whorr lies s >t • !• r

—breerd over this question/! am hardly unique. Like most i

merieafts-fra* -rn-me-hwhich si da answers,

( ie.c 1 r

hour . ''itBush, deep reservatior >

-/ /a
obsessive^ibouLiL- Even among a-g^aod=n»mh£rs£Amei4 +h44- • •.

and purpose of the war.

This afternoon, let me make still one more attempt >*• n : •

however, that you allow me to de it by the way in which I .til. i il 2

cc
-tt=lMt4eftger. I do not come to new conclusions through e >. e ' .me m i
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quicker mental skills and intuitions of a politician, a col > ii 

an academician in foreign relations or political science, 

novelist. We novelists, if we are any good al it, have on .1 i ('• 

means^'pfoceedtng

What may establish some mutuality with this audie , n ■/ i

that wejfz^have a real basis in common. Good novelists 

journalists are engaged, after all, in one parallel searc

ekrser-nrthat most agrccabfe~if ifieitiaabi^cefeg-th&Hv'e -h _

better a] i ,-ich ) u^trl z.

wkrfeverhtj^the^established truth. For that truth is usual! . ■ rwe.

needs of powerful interests.
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Journalists engage in this worthy venture by diggi f hum i

earth tor those slimy wc call F-i . g

rarely hard and almost never undeniably false or true.

Novelists work in a radically different manner. T1 • begin > i 

ii/ixj''-

ay,/suppositionsfictions. That is to sayJ^uppositions about the nature of1 i n !■ • 

another way, they live with short and long-term hypothec ■ .frat. ai=M-4me; -

(70.^
when well-chosen, taZnrich their minds and it is alwa; hept­

readers' minds. Hypotheses are, after all, one of the mor isiv< . i ■ I y 

which we try to estimate what a reality might be. Each r . ■ into r\ > n <

hyr e ■ i .or to strengthen it.

closer to reality, whereas a bad one*sooner or later, t < t c
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Take, for example, the unhappy, but super-exciter. i’t l i

woman can find themselves in when full of jealousy. Tl n n .

quickened, their senses become more alert. Il'awifebel it- I ■

having an affair, then every time he comes home, she is e u • r

presence than she has been in previous weeks, months, <- ■ ;-i>, :

guilty? Is the way in which he folds his napkin a sign o! ne _i- ■ ? r <

he being too accommodating? Her senses quicken at the < oi"j t

gwsefi’’woman—let us call her Victoria—is the object of., :i.en t

the wife is all but convinced that he is definitely having .> Ilhn v t

'"A e i .

Victoria. But, on a given morning, she discovers that V-u. -<*sit|"h.i : i:

be in China. Worse. Victoria has actually been teaching se n i ;

last six months. Ergo, the hypothesis has been confuted, I ot v I i 
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convinced that the husband is unfaithful, a^e^rch for ar

irsM-i

Am I too cowardly to exercise this revenge? One can w> 

the bone with that little suspicion. Or, one's moral sense

Docs one have the right to seek revenge? Hypotheses oi 

even more disruptive. The most basic is, of course: Am 

this love'.’ How much am I in love? What is love, after z 

ready to sacrifice myself for them? Real questions. Que 

man the question can become: How much do I love nr 

FAX HU. : 50848721:

cow concentration. The danger is that tfaey can distort ott+ qw

of revenge, fo^examplq^ birth conflicts gfibypathgses,- 3

quick answer. Good hypotheses depend on real quest ioi

( if && <■
The value of hypotheses is that they ^ti mutate out ith/a 
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Patriotism awakeiwfts own set of doubts. For sor 

to wave a flag. Some are still ready to ask whether it is 

support our country under any and all conditions. Othei 

doubt, seem to feel that one's nation always demands an

?aith, ready to declare that the people of my natio

superior. -by their blood alone—io the peopi

In that sense, is patriotism not analogous to family snob1 

poor man's equivalent of an upper-class sense of supcrio

Other questions provoke anxiety. What, after all.

country now? Is America in its own moral peril, some c 

we have the right to be in Iraq? Why arc we there?

Before we look at the familiar answers that have b 

the administration, the media, and the opposition, allow 
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moi e excursion. I will say that what intrigues me most; H ■ ) i 

that at their best, they hweja close relation to serious fie 

novel looks for situations and characters who will come •: -u . I ) 

surprise the writer. If he or she starts with one supposit: ■ . "■ c' 

the characters often lead the story some distance away fn >■/ la 

planned. In that sense, hypotheses are like fictions—the' p?si: : ( ic i,

ready to prove or

^Subsequent events can act like surprisingly lively ch i

situation wc i t deve

value of a good hypothesis, like a good fiction, is that w: -u er i 11 r 

out more or less as expected, or is altogether contrary, th u >no • ' i 

reader as well as the author is nonetheless enriched.

A good novel, therefore, like a good hypothesis, be res . < i acl n 

the nature of reality. (If attack is^a-word too violent for ; i e
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that reality is ever-changing. The more intense the situatic

-themfoi^ not yet classified. Implicit in a serious novel is tr

that the explanations our culture has given us on profound

deep enough. A

novel, one feels oneself getting closer and closer to new qt <

ones, questions that are harder to answer. It's as if in writii

don't assume there are absolutes or incontrovertible facts. x

expect to come to a firm or final answer Rather the questh

in the hope they will open into richer insighta^more useful

Let me then repeat this point. Novelists approach re i

unfcrseeable^jfhe denouement. Reality, by this logic, is

Nieman handwritten &typcd drafts version F 1; '30-04 I'M

translate my meaning/to-&igm4y intense inquiry.) The bas

FA:: NO, : 50848"’213b <1 r Fi

T

not capture it. No good novel ever arrives at total certainty ' i uni s
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are Charles Dickens and are writing A Christmas Carol.

i; tpi'i f

hypotheses ever come to closure. Not every Victoria tea> • ?. " i i'

Another and most interesting bond between hypoi i.

fiction is that both have a great deal to say about the livir or n-

For a long time, I've amused myself with the notion that . i peer,, i .1* ) .

story, and the novel can be compared to phases of sex. ' «. • i. -i [ .

certainly, is analogous to a one-night stand. It may com'. i< I u . )

it can be a bummer. A love affair of reasonable duratior , ail t» > I < i.

like a short story. What characterizes most short stories ic.t > - K <

say one thing at the end. In their crudest form, when you. t me:, a ■ h i

early pieces, the last sentence almost always has its echo I 'Ht l..i . d

ft
and sad, and tired," short story usually Ms/fr i:v . t : n t.

By analogy, it may be fair to say that few affairs come to h i
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being characterized-—usually uncharitably—by the partit

however, like a novel, is closer to a metamotphosis of att us

one chapter may leave the husband and wife ready to bre i )

bear each other. Tn the morning, which commences the m • up <

discover to their mutual surprise that they are back in the - > Kx

varies from chapter to chapter.

1 have gone to this length in order to suggest that n >> u •

not hold fundamental beliefs approach our sense of realit • ' t ereft

way of our working hypotheses. So, on the road to Iraq, ee e

with a series of varying suppositions for why we were so > ions

bent for war.

In the beginning, some said that George W. Bush,' > in r

validate his father by occupying Baghdad—others arguec 1.1 he
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appear superior to George 11. W. Two opposed hypothec.

neat article for one or another op-ed page. ReyehobftbWv

fiarntt-

Another hypothesis which soon arose was that sue I

evil. Shed no blood for oil, became the cry. Quite likel

part, at least, but it was harsh in argument like the prose

tract. Others offered a much more virtuous reason: Com

democratize the Middle East. Problems between Israel t.i

be happily settled. In the event, this proved to be nearei

a logical proposition. All the same, it was much favored

nco-cons, plus a surprising number of liberals like Bill JC

York Times, David Remnick, and David Pollack. [CK]
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In its turn, tlie administration presented us with w:- i >n- < X"

destruction. That lived in the American minci like an inte ;i : I r

Would we locate those nightmares before they blew us t li 't n

largest single argument for going to war. Colin Powell pi -i i-

chopping block forthat assertion,

There were other hypotheses-—would we or wouk not : nl

Osama bin Laden? That became a short ston like "The ’ = - <n. • i:

Lady"—no ending. Early on, there was a blood-cult novc i die vt

Shock and Awe—had we driven a quick stake through tb< ■ ar' ' >J. it i

Hussein? Good patriotic Americans could feel they wen - [hr r

Drac ula,

Vivid hypotheses. None held up. We did not lear • :n n .1 . t I

do not begin to agree why we embarked on this most mist de ;r :
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destructive of wars. Occam's Razor does suggest that th.

explanation which is ready to answer a variety of separab

puzzling matter has a great likelihood of being the most c :i ■ i <i

One answer does emerge then from the good bishop's torn in: it > inn;

marched into a full-sized war because it was the simplest • -t on I

President and his party could find for the immediate prob . ; ■ t i

This does not mean that there was only one reason that dr . *• I • i

one cabal behind the war. Rather the administration's intc «■. ca re ivn

the need for a solution to our developing and major probl ■ i ; s r.

superpower.

The first problem, which could become the most w- > ome > ■ : in t

the nation's scientific future, and its technological skills, n it we ; n

distress. American students at STEM subjects—S.T.E.M. m .e
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technology, engineering and mathematics—no longer se;

those Asian and European students who are also studyin _ ■■

at our universities. For pleasure-loving American stuclei

may seem too difficult, too unattractive. Moreover, the A

corporation was now ready to outsource its own future, e' ■

Given drastically lower factory wages in Third World cou i

have appeared no alternative to maintain continued large i

same, if American jobs were now in danger of disappear i

at technology were suffering in comparison to Europe ar

relations between American labor and the corporation cc <

Back in 2001, back before 9/11, the divide betwcei i

fundamentalism was gaping. In the view' of the religious >

becoming heedless, loutish, irreligious, and blatantly imn •

5pm f :

Nil'll < r ;

• I i: ■( • r ■:< :

:'ica

eage • i • • t

i ■> i. n i< /

: r e

aid i ■ k 1 i

Asi

u C C ■ ! I

>p CU r n

.T Ai 'e . i' s

ll • 1 5 - >
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every year. Half of all American marriages were ending

Catholic Church was suffering a series of agonizing scan

been profoundly shaken by the recognition that one of it:

and trusted agents, a career man of the finest sort, a devov c a iti

Communist, had been a Russian agent for a decade and a

Boston, FBI men had been working withajQjnformanl w I

be a/fci Iler.

In the face of such It hori ' it

the spectre of a superpower economically and spiritually . >c

best solution to hand for Compassionate Conservatism set

mind you, by unifying the country, not tb^t at all. By now .e

impossible. Given, however, that the country was deeply

>m f :

be War. War would offer the betrt/fivenue foi recapturing ■. "eri ,1

FAX NO. : 50848721:
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might be to separate it further. That would work if one : m ll

waj that one's own half could become much more powe: : ai f r

—si0jc. But to implement this venture, democracy must be I -te<. r:

had come to live with all the certainties of myth while b> . if •

edge of inquiries implicit in hypothesis.

The difference is crucial. Am hypothesis opens th- i re I i i' ,■!• .

to comparison, to doubt, to the elusiveness of truth. If th num

founded in great part on the notion that enough people pi ■ •ssecl eo >

good will, and enough desire for growth and discovery/! rspi . . m. t| i

most certainly included spiritual and intellectual discove ten. i • , vi

the premise, democracy could thrive more than monarch . u > ■ i i •

Of course, all these political forms depend on thei tns. v ■; r

tonic to a nation's heart. If abused, however, they are po I- 'i ci s [ r uyh.
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are irozen hypotheses. The question is answered by deci ;k>n I - .t

be re-opened. There can be no search to find a better pr< ■;. I ■ d.

-fiar. figsfeae vimphrgiTny^ for a morality tale at the level of .■ < s

^gOod-ottn overcome a dark enemy. For the Bush administ anon ' ir t

as a deliverance. Wedaadr^tTa&t-an-e^temal-enemy, The . a " n

bore some relation to reality. Islam was, indeed, our ener . I Ik t > ■. i :

question that Islamic terrorists were opposed to all wc sto • ?i • c

bad. They did not call us the Great Satan for too little. N

4k- iZl

danger presented by this enemy had to be expanded/The

n itbelt v h ?

<■ aitit' < ■ si '

shopping mall in America had to be put into question. H > t'u \ . i: t

mytf was not merely the implacable danger of Islam, but - ..'ame-- l

To oppose the fears we generated in ourselves, we woulc I :>n a i ‘S
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dynamic American myths. We had had, after all, a lif'eti

action films.

weeding terrori sts/thro ugi

police action d4dmaUtuf&&/We needed much more the i

obviously, a mightier rallying ground than a series of loc ■: j i<

Yet. half of America was opposed to our advance toward > Mtn

Half of us were asking one way or another: 'How much • 1 or

America brought to the world? How much has it exploite he a i .

The President, however, had its own imperatives. I- <• ■: A i •

fixed on myth. He went all the way back to C otton Mail's V-e [ v;-

constantly against the invisible kingdom of Satan. Stanc ' mi. t . i i >r

and battle for the land. It w?as fortified by a belief which f ay R; . a i-

some of the most intelligent and some of the most stupid . epie i H
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V
'HreKwuTthe conviction that America was exceptional, tn : > >■ • ;

special interest in America. God wanted us to be a land ;•••<>’ • e:

nations, a realm to lift His vision into greater glory. So, n.i <

frontier, which demanded a readiness to fighl without Hit becam pct >

our exceptionalism, "Do what it takes" eqme-tu mtragfea j ma> t v\

deeply one was embedded in near to inextricable situatic" > one d

what'it took^Xfomplete the job! "Bring'em on!" Yes. th- v h • = . ct

to the Bush administration. The last thing it needed was true» 'h

anything like a close1 approximalioR-offreality.

This attempt to take over the popular American m. i : tas , .1 ,, ■ y i- t

been unsuccessful, but it does generate a new and major '■ (>rhe< : a u c

would argue that the people of the U.S. were systematica 1 ;vei

programmatically, deluded from the top down. With a de ■ niaat < i l ai



FROM :nM FAX HU. : 50848721J': 5PI1 F

Niennn handwritten &lypcd drafts version F 11/30/04 PM

only pro found contempt for the popular mind can engeno 1 • 1

the notion that this war would be honorable, necessary, s- : i

decent, fruitful for democracy, and dedicated to any anc 'I-!! ■ 11 . 1

goodness. 1would suggest that there was close to zero S' < •rir.. it i 01

The leaders of this country who forced the war through, i : •< i

idealistic nor innocent. They had known what they were • ■ r g

basic. Do what it takes. They had decided that if Ameri- .us > 1< ’ •

solve its problems, then the country had to become an eni u I •

American capitalism to survive, exceptionalism rather tbo ;>ope- in a j t

other advanced nations had become the necessity. From = ■ po i > i v ,

there had been ten lost years of initiatives, ten years in frit >lci, '••n 1 e i i

now had an opportunity to cash in again on the great bort i / a tha <n a <• i

its way in 1991 when the Soviet Union went bankrupt in • arm i,t ■
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that point, or so believed the exceptionalists, America co i c t

have taken over the world and thereby safeguarded our e ■ am* 1 i

decades at least with a century of hegemony to follow. 1 ic t

exceptionalists had been all but consumed with frustratioi . ? >■ - i

saw as the labile pussyfooting of the Clinton \dministra 'm. < I

liberals been detested more. But now, at last. 9/11 had pi -led •

opportunity for America to resolve some problems. Nov ■ • t n t

embark on the great adventure of empire.

These exceptionalists also happened to be hard-he:i * I tea ■ $

were ready to face the fact that most Americans might no■; e ai > ;

desire for global domination. America was pl easure-lovi -Im

exceotionalist purposes, was almost as bad as peace-lovii . S < r <

invasion had to be presented with an edifying narrative. 1 i.i lie; '

iPM F

d

1 :
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NIEMAN DRAFTS

Opening possibility:

Since his reelection, he has been more—I hate to use the word in this

context, but the truth of what one sees is still half, at least of good

journalism—and so it has to be said: Bush has been more impressive in his

personal appearances, more sure of himself, more—another unhappy word—

more authentic. It is obvious he now feels certified. So he comes across as

less of an impersonator of middling macho talents which has been indeed his

role for the last four years, a part he could play before the great American

republic.

Success has obviously been good for his desired idea of himself. At

best, I would warrant that he has always been the opposite of what he

appeared to be. He was neither strong, inflexible, nor anchored in manly firm
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resolve. He was rather like more than a few screen stars before him, a dry

drunk, which is to say that inflexibility was not at the seat of his character,

but the lid upon all too man arrant impulses that nonetheless burned within

and could be dominated only by the inbuilt imperative to be seen always as

inflexible. Once perceived that way, one must hold to inflexibility with all the

stubbornness of those who are so weak in one part of themselves that they

cannot admit error.

We need only contrast him to his parents. His father always seemed to

exhibit a built-in modesty. Indeed, for all one knew, it was genuine. He

knew that he was not quite bright enough for the office. The mother knew

she had the character to be First Lady, but in the shadow thrown by Nancy

Reagan, she might not prove to be elegant enough. Their son George was, in

contrast, not an athlete like his father but a cheerleader. That, in itself, was
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Possible opening:

Good novelists and good journalists are in one lifelong search. It is to

come a little closer to that most agreeable if ineluctable feeling that one is

searching for the truth. Or to rephrase this a little closer to the real difficulty,

that one is coming a little closer to some possible avenues that might lead one

to the truth.

Journalists engage in this venture by tilling the hard earth for those

slimy chameleon-like creatures we call facts. They are so unreliable. They

are so arrely hard and almost never false or true, yes, facts so often are

treacherous rungs on the ladder by which one hopes to reach the high point

where objective truth may even be visible.

Novelists work in a radically different manner. They do not usually

start with the look to verify yesterday's more or less accurate record of an
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event that has almost always been larger than the newspaper space allotted to

the problem. (This is invariably true for all but those meaningless triumphal

celebrations that take up more space, and offer less new human knowledge

than the glens and forests that were pulped to meet the occasion.)

No, to the contrary, novelists have to begin with fictions. They

subscribe to Occam's Razor, which can be freely translated as saying that the

best explanation which fits most of the facts is more likely to approach the

correct explanation.

Novelists deal, therefore, with short and long-term hypotheses. They

become our equivalent of bankers' bonds.

[some of the recorded material may fit here. The hypothesis, then the

hypothesis in Iraq.]



Nieman handwritten drafts 11/23/04 6

Satirical section—a possible novel

Notes

Rove-Cheney

Since the novelist is not in a position to know them well and cannot

begin to judge who has more influence, it may be wiser in terms of

constructing one's novel to merge their characters.

Leon Trotsky once wrote that the best approach to the truth often came

from a comparison of the lies. An example of this is found in trying to

understand many a marriage. We may not feel that we comprehend the man

and the woman nearly so well as we can delineate their relationship.

So for the purposes of sending out the fiction of why we are havingthis

war in Iraq, let me meld the powerfill and highly operative characters of Karl
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Rove and Dick Cheney by speaking of them as an administrative force,

always looking for the best continuation through our national difficulties, the

first continuation, of course, as Rove-Cheney, our true protagonist (for that

will be his fictional name) perceives it. We do not have to agree with a single

decision made by Rove-Cheney, but, as novelists, it is up to us to enrich our

understanding of them. The first element is that they see themselves as

virtuous people.
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Disquisition on American writing.

For the rest of the administration, the minor characters, satire may offer

the best possible step. The President and First Lady may be seen by Rove-

Cheney as Bog and Little Miss Muffet. (It is in the nature of highly talented

gung-ho administrators to be secretly most contemptuous of their colleagues

and their pro-tem masters. So, the Bush daughters who can cause as much

angst as previously unidentified sub-atomic particles in a cyclotron, are given

twin monikers, Kid Dynamite and Didi Dynamite. We know who they will

refer to as Slithery Scales, the Cool Barbi Lady. Is she, well-trained as she

appears to be, tamed, or is she at times lately apocalyptically dangerous?

Powell, before he was gone, got short shrift. How was one to deal with Brer

Rabbit when carrots are in short supply? Rumsfeld is no problem—Donny,
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the Drummer Boy Wolfowitz is indeed Wolfowitz of Arabia—one cannot

tarnish one's good name.

If satire is a stimulus to good writing and not its end, the reason is that

the worst in each of us is only half true. The other half which has more in

common with thee and me is that we are also, no matter how awful by half,

quite decent on the other half, yes, good decent Americans.

[Or does the disquisition come here on American virtue]

What will make our novel interesting is to use the satire as a spring

board to bring these curious representatives of us Americans a little closer to

lives that we can comprehend.
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disruptive. The most basic is, of course: am I really in love? Is this love?

How much am I in love? What is love, after all? To a family man, the

question can become: How much do I love my children? Am I ready to

sacrifice myself for them? Real questions. Good hypotheses depend on real

questions.

Patriotism awakens its own set of doubts. For some it is not enough to

wave a flag. Some are still ready to ask whether it is false patriotism to

support my country under any and all conditions. Others, a majority, no

doubt, seem to feel their nation, by definition, demands an unquestioning

blood-faith, ready to declare that the people of my nation are necessarily

superior, ipso facto, to the people of other nations. In that sense, is

patriotism not analogous to family snobbery?
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Other questions provoke anxiety. What, after all, is the nature of my

country now? Is America in its own moral peril? Do we have the right to be

in Iraq? Why are we there?

Before we look at some of the answers that have been given to us by

the administration, the media, and the opposition, allow me to go on one more

excursion. I will say that what intrigues me most about hypotheses is that at

their best, they are not without a direct relation to serious fiction. The serious

novel looks for situations and characters who will even come alive

sufficiently to surprise the writer who creates them. If he or she starts with

one supposition, the actions of the characters often draw the story away from

what was planned. In that sense, hypotheses are like fictions—they posit a

situation but subsequent events then act as as surprisingly lively characters

who prove or disprove what the original situation was looking to delineate.
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The value of a good hypothesis, like a good fiction, is that whether it all turns

out more or less as expected, or is altogether contrary to what was

anticipated, the mind of the reader as well as the author has been enriched.

A good novel, therefore, like a good hypothesis, is always an attack on

the nature of reality. (If attack is a word too violent for some, translate my

meaning to signify intense inquiry.) It assumes that reality is ever-changing.

So, it is not yet classified. Implicit in attempting a serious novel is the

assumption that the explanations our culture has given us on profound matters

do not go deep enough. The nature of reality is itself in question. As one

works on a novel, one feels oneself getting closer and closer to new

questions. It's as if in writing novels, you don't assume there are absolutes or

incontrovertible facts, nor does one expect to come to a firm or final answer.
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Rather the questions are pursued in the hope they will open into richer

insights, more usefill ones.

Let me then repeat this point. Novelists approach reality, but they do

not capture it. No good novel ever arrives at total certainty, not unless you

are Charles Dickens and are writing A Christmas Carol. Just so, few

hypotheses ever come to closure. Not every Victoria teaches in China.

One interesting bond between hypotheses and serious fiction is that

both have a great deal to say about the forms of sex. For a long time, I

confess, I've amused myself with the passing concept that the poem, the short

story, and the novel all bear separate relations to phases of sex. The short

poem, certainly, is analogous to a one-night stand. It may come off as

brilliant, or it can be a bummer. A love affair of reasonable duration can be

compared to a short story. What characterizes most short stories is that they
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look finally to say one thing. In their crudest form, when young men write

their early pieces, the last sentence almost always has its echo of: "He felt

old, and sad, and tired." Yes, the short story usually looks to make its point.

By analogy, it may be fair to say that few affairs come to an end without

being characterized—usually uncharitably—by the participants. Marriage,

however, like a novel, can consist of a kaleidoscope of attitudes. The end of

one chapter may leave the husband and wife ready to break up; they cannot

bear each other. In the morning, which commences the next chapter, they

discover to their mutual surprise that they are back in the sack. The nature of

reality varies from chapter to chapter.

I have gone to this length in order to suggest that many of us who do

not hold fundamental beliefs approach our sense of reality by way of
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hypotheses. So, on the road to Iraq, we were engaged with a series of

varying suppositions for why we were going to war.

In the beginning, some said that George W. Bush, was trying to show

that he was equal to his father, or wanted to prove superior, or, to the

contrary, wished to validate his father by occupying Baghdad—three

different hypotheses. Any one of them could have made a neat article for

some op-ed page, a pure piece of psychobabble. That, too, is a species of

literary form.

Another hypothesis which soon arose was that such a war would be

evil. Shed no blood for oil, became the cry. Quite likely, it was correct in

part, but it was as harsh an argument as the prose in a tract. Others offered a

virtuous reason: Conquering Iraq would democratize the Middle East.

Problems between Israel and Palestine might be happily settled. In the event,
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this proved to be nearer to a fairy tale than a logical proposition even though

it was much favored by all the most logical neo-cons, plus a surprising

number of liberals.

In its turn, the administration presented us with the threat of weapons

of mass destruction. That lived in the American mind like an intelligence

thriller. Would we locate those weapons before they blew us up? It became

the largest single argument for going to war. Colin Powell put his honor on

the Company block for that assertion.

There were other hypotheses—would we or would we not soon find

Osama bin Laden? That became a short stoiy like "The Tiger and the

Lady"—no ending. Early on, there was a blood-cult novel in the air. It was

Shock and Aee—drive a quick stake through the heart of Saddam Hussein.
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That provided no mean sense of inner virtue. Good Americans could feel

they were on the hunt for Dracula.

Vivid hypotheses. None held up. We did not learn then and we still

do not begin to agree why we embarked on this most miserable and

destructive of wars. Occam's Razor does tell us that the simplest explanation

which can answer a variety of separate questions offers a great likelihood of

being the most correct explanation. One answer does emerge from that

formula: it is that we marched into that war because it was the simplest

solution the President and his party could find for the immediate problems of

America. This does not mean that there was only one reason for going to

war, one cabal behind it, one particular intensity that drove us forward.

Rather, the initiative came from the need for a solution to our developing

problems as a superpower.
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The first, which could become the most worrisome of these problems,

is that the nation's scientific future, and its technological skills, may well be in

distress. The talents of American students at STEM subjects—science,

technology, engineering and mathematics—are no longer equal to the Asian

and European students who are studying at our universities. For pleasure­

loving American students, those subjects may be too difficult, too

unattractive. Moreover, the American corporation was ready to outsource its

own future, even eager to do so. If jobs were in danger of disappearing, and

our skills at technology were suffering in comparison to Europe and to Asia,

then relations between American labor and the corporation could go on tilt.

Back in 2001, back before 9/11, the divide gaped between pop culture

and fundamentalism. In the view of the religious right, America was

becoming heedless, loutish, irreligious, and blatantly immoral. More so
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every year. Half of all marriages were ending in divorce. The Catholic

Church was suffering a series of agonizing scandals. The FBI had been

profoundly shaken by the recognition that one of its most important and

trusted agents, a career man of the finest sort, a devoted anti-Communist, had

been a Russian agent for a decade and a half.

In the face of such lowering horizons, posed with the spectre of a

superpower economically and spiritually out of kilter, the solution to hand

became War. War would offer an avenue for recapturing America—not,

mind you, by unifying the country, not that at all. For by now, that was close

to impossible. Given, however, that the country was deeply divided, the need

might be to separate it further. That would work if one could do it in such a

way that one half could become much more powerful than the other. To

implement that kind of venture, democracy must be altered. The time had
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come to live with the certainties of myth while by-passing the inquiries

implicit in hypotheses.

The difference is crucial. An hypothesis opens the mind to thought, to

comparison, to doubt, to the elusiveness of truth. If this country was founded

in great part on the notion that enough people possessed enough good will,

and enough desire for growth and discovery, to prosper, and this most

certainly included spiritual and intellectual discovery, then, or so went the

premise, democracy could thrive more than monarchy or theocracy.

Of course, all these forms depend on their myths. Myths are tonic to a

nation's heart. If abused, however, they are dangerous. For myths are frozen

hypotheses. The question has been answered and will not be re-opened.

There will be no search to find a better premise. The need is to maintain

pristine simplicity, a morality tale that is the equal of a child's tale. So,
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America needed a dark enemy. For the Bush administration, 9/11 came as a

deliverance. We had, at last, an external enemy, and the best to be said was

that the new myth even bore some relation to reality. Islam was, indeed, our

enemy. There was no question that Islamic terrorists were opposed to all we

stood for, good or bad. They did not call us the Great Satan for too little.

Nonetheless, the danger presented by this enemy had to be expanded. The

security of eveiy shopping mall in America had to be put in question. Et

cetera! The myth, the overriding myth, was not merely the implacable

danger of Islam, but its nearness to us. To oppose the fears we generated in

ourselves, we would call on our most dynamic American myths. We had

enriched our morale with them over a lifetime of watching action films.

Nonetheless, we did not look to weed out terrorists immediately and

directly. We needed much more than that. War is, obviously, a mightier
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rallying ground than a police action. Yet, in the face of our advance toward

war with Iraq, half of America was opposed. Half of us were asking one

way or another: "How much goodness has America brought to the world?

How much has it exploited the world?

The President, however, had its own imperatives. Keep America fixed

on myth. He hitched his star to a myth that went back to Cotton Mather.

We must war constantly against the invisible kingdom of Satan. It was a

belief that was amplified by Teddy Roosevelt: Stand at Armageddon and

battle for the land. It was fortified by a belief which many Republicans, some

of the most intelfigent and some of the most stupid, accepted in full. It was

tlie conviction that America was exceptional, the belief that God had a special

interest in America. God wanted us to be a land superior to other nations, a

realm to lift His vision into greater glory. So, the myth of the frontier, which
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demanded a readiness to fight without limit, became part of our

exceptionalism. "Do what it takes" came to mean that no matter how deeply

one was embedded in near to inextricable situations, one would do what it

took. Complete the job! "Bring 'em on!" Yes, the myth was crucial to the

Bush administration. The last thing it needed was to contend with close

approximations of reality.

This attempt to take over the popular American mind has certainly not

been unsuccessful, but it does generate a new and major hypothesis which

would argue that the people of the U.S. were systematically, even

programmatically, deluded from the top down. With a determination that

only profound cynicism can engender, we were sold the notion that this war

would be honorable, necessary, self-protective, decent, fruitful for

democracy, and dedicated to any and all forms of human goodness. I would
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suggest that there was no sincerity at the top. The leaders of this countiy who

forced the war through, were neither idealistic nor innocent. They had

known what they were doing. It was basic. Do what it takes. They had

decided that if America was to be able to solve its problems as they saw those

problems, then the countiy had to become an empire. For American

capitalism to survive, exceptionalism rather than cooperation with other

advanced nations had become the necessity. From their point of view, there

had been ten lost years of initiatives, ten years in the cold, but America now

had an opportunity to cash in again on the great bonanza that had fallen its

way in 1991 when the Soviet Union went bankrupt in the arms race. At that

point, or so believed the exceptionalists, America could and should have

taken over the world and thereby safeguarded our economic future for

decades at least and probably a centuiy of hegemony to follow. Instead,
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these exceptionalists had been all but consumed with frustration over what

they saw as the labile pussyfooting of the Clinton Administration. Now, at

last, 9/11 had provided an opportunity for America to resolve some problems.

Now, at least, America could embark on the great adventure of empire.

These exceptionalists also happened to be hard-headed realists. They

were ready to face the fact that the country might not have any real desire for

such global domination. America was pleasure-loving, which, for their

purposes, was almost as bad as peace-loving. So if tire invasion was going to

be made feasible, an edifying narrative, it had to be utterly independent of the

facts. The motives for going to war that would be offered to the American

public would not need any embedment in real possibility—as, for example,

democracy coming to the Middle East. The fictions, however, had to be

stated with all the paraphernalia and appurtenances of profound belief. For
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that, who but Colin Powell could serve as the clot-buster to UN doubt, to

world doubt? Against his wavering judgment, he was sold a mess of missile

tubes by the CIA. Of course, for this to work, the CIA had to be

compromised. That was there to be done. People in the CIA are usually

career-motivated. The fastest way to advance their careers often does not

have much to do with getting the right stuff in intelligence. Successful people

in the Agency, as in many another bureaucracy, get to where they are by

knowing what is wanted from the top. While intelligence, in itself, is ideally

an ascetic activity, it can, like most ascetic endeavors, be miserably

corrupted. Doubtless, that is true of every intelligence agency in the world.

They end up doing what they feel is needed for either their country, their onw

career, or their next immediate step. When these factors are at odds with

each other, Intelligence pays the price. So the CIA was abominably
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compromised by the move to go to war with Iraq. Most analysts who had

information that Iraq had very little or nothing in the way of WMD gave it up.

The urge to satisfy the President cut them off at the knees. So we went

forward in the belief that Iraq was an immanent threat, but that hordes of

potentially wonderful people there would welcome us with flowers. It was

our duty as good Americans to bring democracy to a country run by an evil

man.

Democracy, however, is not a magical serum to be injected into a

damaged national body. Democracy is a grace. At its best, it is a noble state

of affairs. In practice, in countries who have lived through decades and

centuries of strife and revolution and the slow elaboration of safeguards and

traditions, democracy becomes a political condition which can often
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withstand the corruptions and power-seeking of enough humans to remain

viable as a good society.

It is never routine or automatic, however. Each generation must be

alert to the dangers that threaten democracy as directly as each human who

wishes to be good must learn how to survive in the labyrinths of moral

judgment. Democracy, by the nature of its assumptions, has to grow in moral

depth, or commence to deteriorate. Democracy is social levitation. The

constant danger that besets it is the unadmitted attraction of fascism, for in all

of us there is not only a love of freedom, but a wretchedness of spirit that can

look for its opposite.

The real idiocy in assuming that democracy could be brought to Iraq

was to assume that its much-divided people had not paid over and over with

their compromises. The most evil aspect of fascism is that all but a few are



Nieman handwritten &typed drafts versionE 11/30/04 am 31

obliged to work within that system or their families, their own careers, will

suffer directly. So the mass of good people in a fascist state are filled with

shame, ugly memories of their own small and occasionally large treacheries,

their impotence, and their frustrated hopes of revenge. Willy-nilly, then-

psyches are an explosive mess. They are decades away from democracy.

There is no quick fix. Democracy has to be earned by a nation through its

readiness for sacrifice. Ugly lessons in survival breed few democrats.

It is all but impossible to believe that men as hard-nosed, inventive, and

transcendentally cynical as Karl Rove or Dick Cheney, to offer the first two

examples at hand, could have believed that democracy would be feasible for

Iraq.

I hate to say this; it is such a crude assertion, but I expect Cheney for

one was more interested in oil. Oil for dollars, yes, not oil for Euros, not if
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America was to be in any manner able to solve its problems, a better

wrestler's grip was needed on the oil of the Middle East. That is why I

believe we will never leave Iraq with no more than the nominal victory of a

new semi-oppressive state that will look to call itself a democracy. We will

also need some of the wealth that control of Middle East oil can offer to solve

our problems within—the enrichment of the rich and the out-sourcing of jobs.

If for nothing else, new billions will be needed to pay for the social programs

that will take care of the union labor ranks who will have to remain

endemically jobless in such a program.
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The motives offered to the American public need not ha'
lets h

fastest way to advance one's career does not often have n i

getting the right stuff in intelligence. Successful people i v: \./t . a i

many another bureaucracy, get to where they are by knov r>. w|i [ a a t d

the top. While intelligence, in itself, is ideally an as < <■ .u i - it

can, like most ascetic endeavors, be miserably corrupted • in • a
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true of every intelligence agency in the world. They end t

FAX 110. : 538487211

feel is needed for their country, or for their own career, c -I t< «

immediate step. When these factors are at odds with cac

Intelligence pays the price. So the CIA was abominably > ipim i ■) 

the move to go to war with Iraq. Most analysts who had « '-ma < it

Iraq had very little or nothing in the way of WMD gave i n 

the top of the Agency to satisfy'the President cut them ol‘ » nr i S > 

we went forward in the belief that Iraq was an immanent i :-i i • e 

told that hordes of Iraqis would welcome us with flowers ice-.- i s 

our duty as good Americans to bring democracy to a coui t it .

man

Democracy, however, is not a magical serum to be n :< tec i <.

damaged foreign body. Democracy is a grace At its besi i-m • < n
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'"spe3ir&B44i¥eT^ the first great liberal -isro ■

.A

■ > it- dh .)

liberals, not the Republicans, who worry about the fate c> T; ] • >

The likelihood o<this conversion taking place is rv itge i nt 

the speaker who is equipped to deal with the relevant nu.t. .. ; aw 

grijty. I will do better on this occasion to restrict myself : >r? ; i ir 

terrain, lit seems to me that if the Democrats are going tc i ) t

new set of attitudes and values that will work better for t. lulu : 

candidates, it might, not be a bad idea to do a ‘ittle more < ■ i\. . .2 

about one very large question which hitherto has had litt < : a pu ;

explanations. R-itHhe war- in-Ireq,
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11’by 2008, the Democrats hope to pick up a meanii 1 f i. i

the human-values votes, they will have to find candidates ; I ' r

who can spread the word down south—that is. find. Deme ■< < j

to suggest that fundamentalists who are in awe ofJehovah
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activated. Does one have the right to seek revenge? H. > Jus

canb^ven more disruptive. The most basic is. of cou /tym 

love? Is this love? How much am I in love1’ Wlnat is ]•

■ -j-e

Am I ready to sacrifice myself for them? R.eul questior

unquestioning blood-faith, ready to declare that the peof I

all conditions

gpm

trua pfttriot'KH

i'

family man, the question can become: How much do

nalogous to family snobber^tf L- h.

necessarily superior, ipso facto,(to the people of other n;

Patriotism awakens

depend on real questions.

sense, is
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Other questions provoke anxiety What, after all, i I nah;r n

country now? Is America in its own
■ <

Do we h;n ; the riehi ’ii-e

in Iraq? Why are we there?

Before wc look at 'the'answers that have bee ■ iven .1

the administration, the media, and the opposition, allow nv < poor h>( ok rt

exclusion. 1 will say that what intrigues me most about hyu<dheses is -

their best, theyare ifot-withojMs^dwa^relation to serious |u m >n I hr -ienOisS

novel looks for situations and characters who will e^oa cow Hive

sufficiently to surprise the writer who-creates-theisi If hem ,nc starts tv th

one supposition, the actions of the characters often^^J th< <toryfaway iron

what was planned. In that sense, hypotheses are like fictior s —they posr.,■

urprisingly live i. chaiacierisituatioi^iit subsequent events

ive whaWhe original situation
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The value of a good hypothesis, like a good fiction, is that « > ther . i n

out more or less as expected, or is altogether contrary to-wirr ■■ "r.ir-

aatt&pated, the mind of the reader as well as the aufitor^lw^f^wichi t

A good novel, therefore, like a good hypothesis, irndw-^Jn atta< I >n

^—'*r ’ft*-4-"'
tire nature of reality. (If attack is a word too violent for somtj i r ajisTate i i

meaning to signify intense inquiry.) IfcassruHe^that reality^ ."/ci -changing
._ v / ZZ — >-'T&-£_ Hc<4?SC

T^<-4£
8oHH/hbt yet classified. Implicit in attempSae a serious n< i ? i« toe ’

*

assumption that the explanations our culture has given us on v f >and matters" i

do not go deep enough. The nature of reality is itself in quesi«< As ,r, ■

works on a novel, one feels oneself getting closer and closer t< ev?

________

questiont^It's as if in writing novels, you don't assume there m .tbsoimc

incontrovertible factt^jmr-dees-oneExpect to come to a firm c < ’’maI answn.
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Rather the questions are pursued in the hope they will open n >• ■< h<

insights, more useful ones.

Le| me then repeat this point. Novelists approach real i bin the- an

not capture it. No good novel ever arrives at total certainty, m mlcs: ci

are Charles Dickens and are writing A Christinas Carol, .11 isi fe w

hypotheses ever come to closure. Not every Victoria teaches i ' h<na

and serious r t >n is 'hai

forms
(5 ^4^ 2

both have a great deal to say about theftOrms of sex. For a Ion 1 unc >"

I've amused myself with the passiag-eampt that the f oem thr 4u r

ca m.
to phases of sc *story, and the novel alHwarseparate-n ! lie sito i

poem, certainly, is analogous to a one-night stand It may corn- 11 as

C'7 . C'
brilliant, or it can be a bummer. A love affair of reasonable dm mon

pompawta-fofa short story. What characterizes most short stoi if s s that tn.-,-.
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look finaNy to say one
etfr 'tfa?
thm^ln their crudest form, when • "uni! uiei a.rj y

their early pieces, the last sentence almost always has its < i <■ ,f 11 e

old, and sad, and tired. " Yes, the short story usually look$ <, make its pomt.

By analogy, it may be fair to say that few affairs come to a ( -nid w th

being characterized—visually uncharitably—by the participant Mar iage

however, like a novel, caw-eensis^^JcaloidGse^Y^^11 lJes *",e C,K* ‘"

one chapter may leave the husband and wife ready to break u>, the, anno

bear each other. In the morning, which commences the nex . naptei.

discover to their mutual surprise that they are back in the sa> k Tte-a»w«M..L

^ality varies from chapter to chapter.

I have gone to this length in order to suggest that man >f us wh< > do

not hold fundamental beliefs approach our sense of reality^ way o-
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^hypotheses. So, on the road to Iraq, wo were engaged u

■ i 3 : 5Pr1 i

varying suppositions for why we

in the beginning, some said that George W. Bush, a 1 crvmg

ip-ed page, atpwe-pw

^^^^ferer^ypotheses Aty rnjo of them could haye

-r. m die

WJiiliaiy^ished t» validate his father by occupying Baghdad

a ■ Cr>’f article loi

literary form.

Another hypothesis which soon arose was that such a war wo uh ><

evil. Shed no blood for oil, became the cry. Quite likely, it was cone.: m

a* (virtuous reason: Conquering Iraq would democratize the M> idle Hast

Problems between Israel and Palestine might be happily settl >d In the t \ei t
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it was much favored by all thelogical neo-cons, pin

number of liberals

In its turn, the administration presented us with wcap< n

this proved to be nearer to a fairy tale than a logical pro »< i on

FRF. NO. :17196243782
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:j gnfhri^****k 'vivjjit i wnrvw

of mass destruction. That lived in the American mind lik i iuteliuMce

is up? I • becamethriller. Would we locate those fore they blev

the largest single argument for going to war. Colin Powel Im his In - o

lock for that assertion.

There were other hypotheses—would we or would a ■ not soon I nd

Osama bin Laden? That became a short story like "The Tigci and tin

Lady"—no ending. Early on, there was a blood-cult novel r meat

Shock and Aee—ckwe^quick stake through the heart ofSaddam Hussein1
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they were on the hunt for Dracula.

Vivid hypotheses. None held up. We did not lean h r in.-i stil

do not begin to agree why we embarked on this most misci mb an. I

destructive of wars. Occam's Razor does-toUaw/ffiatthe si <»plcs> anat n

solution the President and his party could find for the immediate problems o

America. This does not mean that there was only one reason to-gmnp-*- 

formula: it is that we marched into ^P’^/arbecause it was1ie « imj des

j^tatprovided no mean aensc-ef innervirtuS Good^mi”

which caw ^nswer a variety of separate questions ©gfereta gi ;a likelihood 0

(problems as a superpower.

w^ofic cabal behind pMWibr intamityjhitdrcvc ■ft "+4f)rwflT0

Rather, the initigfwe^aine frotn the need for a solution to ok ticvclophp

FAX MO. : 500437213c:

E : 17PI
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which could become the most worrisome .

FAX NO. :5084872138

^Hhat the nation's scientific future, and its technological snl s 1 s in

i ; 37F ' -4

1

and European students who arei

technology, engineering and mathematics—are no longer^ ua1 to Xw t

loving American students, thosarsubjects may Uftoo difficHi too

our universitie • -m plea1 uro-

distress. The^glantc of American students at STEM subn c i //Scicr c’:

unattractive. Moreover, the American corporation was/ran \ '<> our«o i

own future, even eager to do so. Ifjob&ww^m danger of c appear ng m l 

our skills at technology were suffering in comparison to Em >r>e and 1 ■ > /\sis

then relations between American labor and the corporation c mid go oi uir. ' I

( ' /h/
Back in 2001, back before 9/11, the divide gaped be I \ > .jii poo >. < r u

and fundamentalism/ln the view of the religious right, Amo ic i was 

becoming heedless, loutish, irreligious, and blatantly iminoia Mort s. >
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every year. Half of all^narnages were ending in divorc<

Church was suffering a series of agonizing scandals. The 

profoundly shaken by the recognition that one of its most nportai it ;-o:i

trusted agents, a career man of the finest sort, a devoted m n-( ommunisi, had

been a Russian agent for a decade and a half.

In the face of such loweringyhorizons, posed with th< spectn >i

superpower economically and spiritually out of kilter, th^Muiion . .> a id

avenue for recapturing■became War. War would offer

mind you, by unifying the country, not that at all. no a that ;:lo: 1

to impossible. Given, however, that the country was deepl v divfoeo the ne^d 

might be to separate it further. That would work if one coult do it m such a

way that owylfaH’could become much more powerful than th iheu

implement venture, democracy must be altered, 'v rime hac
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come to live with^he certainties of myth while by-passin t> ti yfnq . ijn

i 2 : 8PM '(

implicit in hypothesis.

'The difference is crucial. An hypothesis opens the i ■ >i i-d to mo ii/ht. t

comparison, to doubt, to the elusiveness of truth. If this c.> miry wa: omuier

in great part on the notion that enough people possessed en mi’ll gi.od will,

and enough desire for growth and discovery, to prosper, aiv nis mosi

certainly included spiritual and intellectual discovery, then » so went the

premise, democracy could thrive more than monarchy or tin. x iacy

Of course, all thesefforms depend on then myths. Mi ate onu io i

nation's heart. Tf abused, however, they are nvthsare li oze i

hypotheses. The question Jwb been- answered^nd will not h • c-opet iec.

There be no search to find a better premise. The need s tesfomntmfr

pwatinc simplicity,dTmoraltty tale thaUMhe-e^aktf a child f mle.
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C%xa. —
America rreedetfadark enemy. For the Bush administrau < 9-1 ; t •;< n i

deliverance. We had, at last, an external enemy,

even bore some relation to reality. Isbu was indeed,! in

enemy. There was no question that Islamic terrorists wen opposed r, > nil vi

stood for, good or bad. They did not call us the Great Saia t or ro« in It

Nonetheless, the danger presented by this enemy had to he i * pande< rhe

L,zt^
security of every shopping mall in America had to be put ft. 1i iestit -n fex -

oateffife.-The myth, the overriding myth^was not merely th >mplauabit

danger of Islam, but its nearness to us. To oppose the fears generated ii

ourselves, we would call on our most dynamic American myths. We had z -

^ridjciI-OHMriur.ilLUintHhPTw aw a lifetime of watching a< t on filnb

4. o'P t.

Nonetheless, wr. did not look to nut terrorists immedhteuy^iui.. ,

^cthrc^VeTiecaedm^ieh- more than that. War is, obvious!' . mightier
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advaiKi

< ;iSK j i| vie

way or another: "How much goodness has America bro iuli i< the w. »rid

How much has it exploited the world?

The President, however, had its own imperatives, s s-u Ammii fb e<l

We must war constantly against the invisible kingdom of Satan iwmif

belief thafewofrumplified by' Taddyjfeoosevete Stand at Ai nageddon and

battle for the land. It was fortified by a belief which many t e mblicans so;'it

'V,'
of the most intelligent and some of the most stupid, accepts u hill was

the conviction that America was exceptional, tha belief that >< >d had .» $oec 5

interest in America. God wanted us to be a land superior t< • wner naticns a

realm to lift His vision into greater glory. So, the myth of tin frontier wind-
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demanded a readiness to fight without limit, became par r .mi

exceptionalism. "Do what it takes" came to mean that n. . utcr now dec y /

one was embedded in near to inextricable situations, one w< >u»ci m wha i

took. Complete the job! "Bring’em on!" Yes, the myth w crucial i - me

Bush administration, The last thing it needed was to contend vvTTF^cTc.sr

Tliis attempt to take over the popular American mine has cerrnmiv n n

been unsuccessful, but it does generate a new and major hv mfhesis which

would argue that the people of the U. S. were systematical! v ■ v in

programmatically, deluded from the top down. With a detet m nation m?n

only profound c^Meism.^ engender, we were sold the non-m that din wat

would be honorable, necessary, self-protective, decent, fruit hi .‘br

democracy, and dedicated to any and all forms of human gor dne ss u Ic
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a-lf^se^ -h?
suggest that there was^f sincerity attfietop. The leaden h this -..<>« nh v no

forced the war through, were neither idealistic nor innocent The > h.n•

known what they were doing. It was basic. Do what it hit-1- i Ik > ««

decided that if America was to be able to solve its problem ^4he*r-i.m- fikise—

■—problems, then the country had to become an empire. For A nencai

capitalism to survive, exceptionalism rather than cooperate-1 with .

advanced nations had become the necessity. From their p<, ref viev iher

had been ten lost years of initiatives, ten years in the cold, b< n America icy-

bad an opportunity to cash in again on the great bonanza th; had fallc i its

way in 1991 when the Soviet Union went bankrupt in the ar race \ Hv t

point, or so believed the exceptionalists, America could and should na* r

taken over the world and thereby safeguarded our economic tutute lot

decades at least an^piobabfy a century of hegemony to folh v- Instead
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these cxceptionalists had been all but consumed with frus ri*ior'

last, 9/11 had provided an opportunity for America to resc some pr >bb. ms.

Now, America could embark on the great advenlu i ol en ipi t

These cxceptionalists also happened to be hard-hea< ed reah >•>

were ready to face the fact that tha-e&imfcy^night not have my ica; n sire c>

sweir global domination. America was pleasure-loving, wli.ei. for tten

purposes, was almost as bad as peace-loving. invasion was going te-

weald-bo offered b tie American

public wdd not needrany embedment in seal possibility -Mr^w-extumiic,

demeefacycotw»g4a4bejMiddk-£a8t. The fictions, howevi,

(Kt. 
paraphernalia woes of profound beht^-Hfofr

FROM :nM

FROM : JMUORDCRAFT

^an edifying narrat^it-had-te-be-Htteriy^iuaepti^

they saw as the labile pussyfooting of the Clinton Admint: nation
'L_o V&Ji C±jg^o_^. LsL'i ‘‘ •■•'f
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facts The motives
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that, who but Colin Powell could serve as the clot-busterj 

world doubt? Againot his wavering judgment he was son i nos <>l >

tubes by the CIA. Of course, for this to work, the CIA ha< i be

compromised. That was there to be done. Pee^mthe I \ are

___
career-motivated. The fastest way to advance their-caiee - 'b’kn/ov- ,uit

have much to do with getting the right stuff in intelligence s< iccessi oeo, >u;

in the Agency, as in many another bureaucracy, get to who c > hey arc o, 

knowing what is wanted from the top. While intelligence, i i n$ell <:■ deal / 

an ascetic activity, it can, like most ascetic endeavors, be in sa rablx

corrupted. Doubtless, that is true of every intelligence agen ' m thf* .fid,

<£><?' . ■
They end up doing what they feel is needed for dfe? their country/flwir

career, or theifmext immediate step. When these factors ai< ai odds wife-

each other, Intelligence pays the price. So the CIA was abnnunabh



FAX MO. :508487213b e r pi-
FROM :r>M

FROM UMUORDCRPH" FAX NO. :17186243782 a - p 3

Nieman handwritten &iypcd drafts versionE 11/30/04 am / J

compromised by the move to go to war with Iraq. Most an;- \ n wi> • i ; -

information that Iraq had very little or nothing in the way o a vid u!bt 4|

T-he-wg^to satisfy the Presidcnj cut them off at the knees n > ve wvr

forward in the belief that Iraq was an immanent threat, bufcffai mi'de

potentiallywonderful pcople-tiwBC would welcome us with Ih a. ?? s m/a ?;

our duty as good Americans to bring democracy to a countn m hv an o j I

man.

Democracy, however, is not a magical serum to be injei t«l mk

damaged narionaLhndy Democracy is a grace. At its best, >> *- jrnobie.skrtr”

In practice, in countries who have lived through dm adc> and

centuries of strife and revolution and the slow elaboration of safeguaros a>k!

traditions, democracy becomes a political condition which can men
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wcr-seeking of enough hi -n ms r<- cr»<atrwithstand the corruptions and

viable as a good society,

It is never routine or automatic, however. Each gc?i- muon nn i be

alert to the dangers that threaten democracy as directly as ai h humai viu

wishes to be good must learn how to survive in the labyrini i • < l mi n a>

judgment. Democracy, by the nature of its assumptions, ha to grow m mo a.

depth, or commence to deteriorate. Democracy is social kr nation 'nr

constant danger that besets it is the unadmitted afeaeitas o l I ascism^^fcatedi.

that can

look for its opposite.

if us there is not only a love of freedom, but a wretchedness' ^’ spirit

The real idiocy in assuming that democracy could be nought i Iraq

was to assume that its much-divided people had not paid o-o « and ov *t witf

their compromises. The most evil aspect of fascism is that a> nut a ev ue
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obliged to work within that systerryo/their families^their ow w? II

suffer directly. So (he mass of good people in a fascist state m fiile<>-.vir-i

shame, ugly memories of their own small and occasionally la- m ireache ie<-

their impotence, and their frustrated hopes of revenge. Willy only (her

psyches are an explosive mess. They are decades away from ciemocra. ?

There is no quick fix. Democracy has to be earned by a natic i hrourt >»

readiness for sacrifice, Ugly lessons in survival breed few democrats

It is all but impossible to believe that men as hard-nosed inventive am

transcendentally cynical as Karl Rove or Dick Cheney, to olU r he fort v ■

examples at hand, could have believed that democracy would be feasible tor

Iraq.

I hate to say this; it is such a crude assertion, but I expt-: Chenev Git

one was more interested in oil. Oil tor dollars, yes,/fiot oil for I nos i i
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A •
America was to be in any manner able to solve its problem ii'henei

2 1 PM

wrestler's grip was needed on the oil of the Middle East. 1 n is wit.

believe we will never leave Iraq with no more than the noin i u \ icier >

new semi-oppressive state that will look to call itself a dem »«• acv ’A/e wi

also need some of the wealth that control of Middle East ci ■ >. .m r»1tc< < so

our problems within^hqrfinchment oftherich and the on> •‘touremp tol $

If for nothing else, new billions will be needed to pay for (is social progran s

endemically jobless ia-eeeh-e^wgHm*.
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Opening possibility:

Since his reelection, George W. Bush has been nr =■

personal appearances, more sure of himself, more—it is ■

this context but obligatory—he seems more authentic.

I would warrant that before this last election he hi

opposite of what he appeared to be, which is to say that ; - !j

not strong, and not firmly anchored in manly resolve. Rime t . ,. < :c :•

in passing himself off as a facsimile of macho virtue, no oik ■ i i r

who has been alcoholic but is now, thanks to AA. a dry <!• m-

is not at the root of the President's character, no more thm ■ h< i • • o i

the screen star's heart, no inflexibility is the cover that clamo iio>"

too many arrant impulses which still burned’within and mm b d» i , *<
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only by the inbuilt imperative to keep the lid on these sir- up .1 i .•( ’

tamped-down, It is a poor attribute for a Commander-ii - r i I 1 j

hold to inflexibility with all the stubbornness of those uh • j ? : i

one part of themselves that they cannot admit error or else ai the t

detritus of the [san not-get] will spring loose. There wer > = st i . ■ . as

like that in the First World War, the famous, even norotn ■ •.< • » is

Haig, for one. He kept sending out regiments of Tommi?> te ne • i ' j

Man's Land in order to gain the next trench one hundred v. tr I- m ; n d

then the Germans would re-take the newly-gained trench < •iinu* i c

That was Haig's species of inflexibility. He could never a< m it ■ •

mistake.

If we contrast George W. to his parents, it is probab \ " m a i

his father was manly enough to be President, but seemed tai e ■ • u
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his built-in modesty. Indeed, for all one knew, it was gem ■ ■. -u i ■ i

have sensed that he was not quite bright enough for the offii • n a

Bush had, doubtless, the character to be First Lady, yet in in He i

shadow cast by Nancy Reagan, she was seen for too long a • no et m :

enough. Their son, George, was, in contrast to his father, not a i ill: ■ i ■

a fighter pilot but a cheerleader. That, in itself, ^enough b • .ira i ii i

good part of onels-pgrssttsl sense of [It is not ra

surrounded by football players when you areaMarge as the > .in. t

are not as athletic, In any event, the son, out of necessity per! an-. .u>t ? 1

1/ cl * e
out to be as vain as sin, and as hollow as unsuccessful sin. >"'!•'* cfN ■

muscle available when you are not quite sure who you are, is >e. .ill*, i

are short-suited in the nicest strength of your upper class—wic. •. . 1

some comfort and feel some reliance on the enrichments of ittt :
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It this sense of Bush's character is well-based, th n i . <3

the increment of force that victory offers to such a man l< i< u ; a

ent.tied to self-respect (and national respect) as the dry-d urn s. ; .• • a

after a big box-office success. And to a good degree, he ha> tin ■>. '

accident that half-men strive with manic intensity for su. cer.f 1 ■ c '

their worth. One can seethe magnitude of George W’s pe -su al a. ■ 1 es

now, The smile is gilt-edged in these late days ofNovemlie1 mu : i !•

December.

Tn contrast, the woe one encounters among Demon ..its > v 4 >

parallel in my recollection. Just as no President, not eve > T-./tar < . n

was detested so strongly by so many of us, so was the bel ief npi ic r isl

fort) days ago, that no matter how deadlocked the polls, it w i
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inconceivable that Bush could triumph in the election. Aic ha j

victory was most intense among the young, The prevai i c . d i-

many young Democrats now is analogous to the disbelie i rh, n - < h

death of a mate or a close friend. One keeps expecting t>> h de-i-11 :>.|j

xfeam4te^fact iteslf. Cfhe deceased wi 11 be sitting at the c inmg 'Oc • 1 -1 e

agaiivjttst as he-or she wno in these last months. OrthehrH /fT" ■ ij rn ,

yes, there he will be ^t-the-dewr. But, no, he is not there Bu: it' c ,

not Kerry. It is analogous to the way people who have been stupel y : e

intensity of a dream have to keep telling themselves on e v al- • in;i: ' I r

not in Katmandu. I am in my own bedroom. There will bi on del • < i .me

from George W. Bush. I will have to see his face and his -mi - t"t i it <

four years.
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Il is useless to suggest that if Kerry had won Ohr mt u < ■

President with a deficit of several million electoral vote >n rr>

necessity to take up camp in the quagmire of Iraq, the si t.ai i m '

been worse for Democrats. Kerry, given his 50-50 stand >n be >' > ■ o ]•

have had to pay for all of Bush's sins,

Speaking of sin, one must add that it was not Jehc'ah .lit ;k

must tax the rich. It was Jesus. Jehovah was much mon etr ' . r.t i

the loss of a man's wealth if he did not obey(fne powers hai be. j w xjj

being J chovah It was Jesus who tipped? his fatl" e s auih< >

upside-down by warning |fEat it was no routine matter fo r. I 11 ej t; r

heaven.

If the Democrats hope joreeeivepTfifth or cvoika.tcntlrfiF'fi'e h mu i
v a.

values votes, they will have to find candidates and field workers ■ lx .. n
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spread the word dowiTsounT^].^^a^suggest th^erfefWi^S^?

'^e^*ah-whereas all those miich'derided liberals sfited ;i;tc ,<■ • 1 s • it

of Jesus, the first great liberal in history. /<s < \** :
{^CtdS> (^pesr'*'^

The likelihood of this taking place is not large, n<n ai . urt -c ;-.ik s

Qg^zJ
who is equipped to deal with i^ i^wHldo better on this > ca r . r :

niyself to a narrow theme. It seems to me that if the Dei wicrii1 t.-- > >m. i

begin to work up a new set of att itudes and values that v > '

sustaining in four years for whoever are the candidates, t at he p h-; r

ability to do a little creative thinking about one very large qu sn

hitherto has has little but puny explanations. It is the war r ; aq

The truth is that neither candidate was ready in the •• hemrk t > • I .

the last election to begin to say why we are really there. AT s
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are we in Iraq? It is likely that a great majority of Arne - ai

unable to answer no matter whom they voted for.

If I have spent a fair part of the last two years doin a r b? < >r i i

over this question, I am hardly unique. Like most large que; ioi > i I

give few acceptable answers, many Americans feel obses>i\ >• ib h i

Here, evd'among a good part of the Americans who voted lb Ai -I i i.

decision was taken in the face of their deep reservations aoc;: In. i ou jj

purpose of the war.

So let me make still one more attempt. I would ask 1- wt t : a

you allow me to do it by the way in which I think. I do no . come < i.w

conclusions through experiencing the mental skills and ini jp. ® ’

politician, a columnist, a journalist, an academician in foreigi ret .it < r o
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political science, but as a novelist. We novelists, if we a e i

have our own cognitive means of proceeding.

What may establish some ccunnwnality with this -.u o■■ o . /

do have a real basis for proeeedingZSood novelists anc ao< nJ jot i h o ti

<S '<*<.1

are, after all, in one aewHttew'lifetime search, ft is to coin< , th I. • • t

that most agreeable if ineluctable feeling that we are sear hi t • n :

Gt ttrrephiase tlri», are coming a little closer, perhaps, to oi e in. j - 1 i
f'

-te'/
might lead to a new insight of what might be/he truth.

Journalists engage in this/Venture by digging into t r Nr'd .■: •

those slimy chameleon-like creatures we call facts. But taci■ art • •• t1

hard and almost never undeniably false or true.

Novelists work in a radically different manner. The. meg.ii > i

fictions. That is to say, suppositions about the nature of '-ealn it
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another way, they live with short and long-term hypoti e. e - ha , .|

when well-chosen, to enrich their minds and, they hope In v.i . ■

minds. Hypotheses are, after ali, one of the more force i v ,ys ' ct

we try to estimate what a reality might be. Each new bit <>f ■ id ?r • ? -Iia

crosses the ground of the hypothesis proceeds to weake i lv- te-i >

strengthen it. With a good hypothesis, we come closer u reilit tu

one, sooner or later, has to be discarded.

Take, for example, the unhappy, but super-excited state th a a r

woman can find themselves in when full of jealousy. Their -iik 1

quickened, their senses become more alert. If a wife beliew lie I ■ ■ a I s

having an affair, then every time he comes home, she is nor<- aw t 1:

presence than she has been in previous weeks, months, ci /e. • 5 I.

guilty? Is the way in which he folds his napkin a sign oi sori< ui.e > e 1
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he being too accommodating? Her senses quicken at tlit hi ■ a

given woman—let us call her Victoria—is the object o: s .n* $ >. q,

the wife is all but convinced that he is definitely having i l;u i

Victoria. But, on a given morning, she discovers that V :u>i ta na n •> s <

be in China. Worse. Victoria has been teaching in Beijir g i t1- e i i. ■; <

months. Ergo, the hypothesis has been confuted. Shou c the " i c ; b

convinced the husband is unfaithful, then a search for aih ihr’ w ,t n <.

begin.

The value of hypotheses is that they stimulate our n in. .■ a i< i n ;l :< i

our concentration,' the danger is that they can distort our Ivan - 1 i: .igf •

of revenge, for example, birth a variety of hypotheses. Th? it :

Am I bravo■eneu-glyto exercise this revenge? One can wear < nes -l I wi

the bone with that astimate o£suoh feat/Or, one's moral sen-,-, ca t
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more disruptive. The most basic is, of coin >can

love? Is this love? I low much am 1 in love? What is k"

3PI-1 f . ■

activated. Does one have the right to seek revenge? H, 101

family man, the question can become: How much do 1 iovc co >i j :i.re '

FAX NO. :53848721

Am 1 ready to sacrifice myself for them? Real questions (■■ oci i > • u 5 s

depend on real questions.

sense, is

necessarily superior, ipso facto, to the people of other nut 01

alogous to family snobbery?
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,-j^daypmaay .araaskiftgr-W^ is the nature of my . .< 11
5 (.t/y v/-?

gTwvHTg^vMse^Do we3iave~the right wew to be in Iraq V - 

/3 A

there?

Before we look at some of the answers that have been i nr < .,-y 

allow me to go on one more excursion. T will say that wu-t i ;t < • ■■

most about hypotheses is that at their best, they are not v ■ > ao I < > t 

relation to serious fiction. serious novel looks for situa ioi a> tc

characters who will even come alive sufficiently to surprise :1k ' r: a f ) 

creates them. If he or she starts with one supposition, the- crons o 

characters often draw the story away from whai was plar ned Inn, ... n e 

hypotheses are like fictions—they posit a situation but subset uei i (s 

then act as as surprisingly lively characters who prove oi oisp ov . • , t t 

original situation was looking to delineate, The value ot a go- ■.> i• :» ,■
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like .1 good fiction, is that whether it all turns out more or u :

p

or is altogether contrary tow^hat w as anticipated, the mine 1 i . u

well as the author has been enriched,

A good novel, therefore, like a good hypothesis, is aliva;> •; .u ; • •,

on the nature of reality. (If attack is a word too violent foi -om li­

my meaning to signify intense inquiry.) It assumes that remit’- < ■ ■ -

changing. So, it is not yet classified, Implicit in attemptir g a -- .

- -----
is the assumption that the explanationsfgrven us heretofemHrre-^rrt- ■.
zp*t p> +

sa-tisfactet'y/Qonot go deep enough. The nature of reality its •"’ 

question. As one works on a novel, one feels oneself getting u ne <

closer to fetrnature-of' It's as if in writing no s n I 

assume there are absolutes or incontrovertible facts?Itl&^H4i4.uu_gj.uji-
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luiyefT^nc does-not expect to come to a firm or final ans^ Ka i ■ '

•pursues questions/in the hope they will open into richer iwe*

Let me then repeat this point. Novelists approach ah . i .'I

not capture it. No good novel ever arrives at total certain! •.. t n . ? ■ . ( .

arc Charles Dickens and are writing A Christmas Carol, i is - . r*

hypotheses ever come to closure. Not every Victoji?

between hypot.'iese

ave a great deal to say about the forms of sv xfiction.

time, I confess, I've amused myself with the passing conecot nai 1 e: i

the short story, and the novel all bear separate relations to oh; se- > . ■

The short poem, certainly, is analogous to a one-night star J ra . n

off as brilliant, or it can be a bummer, A love affair of rcasoiubi « 11 >i< i

can be compared to a short story. What characterizes mos short r i i



FROM :nM FA); NO. :5084872136 )PH F

Nieman handwriucn &typud drafts version!) H/29/04am l&(/

that they look finally to say one thing. In their crudest fo> n •>< ^4

men write their early pieces, the last sentence almost alv>« s i x- < i ■ > >

"He felt old, and sad, and tired." Yes. the short story^lco > • - i i :

point. By analogy, it may be fair to say that few affairs c <>me e mi j -

without being characterized—usually uncharitably—by he p -mi ] ■. < i

h it. a.
Marriage, however,{can consist of a kaleidoscope of^ifbj^ ttii .no f .<

end of one chapter in a newl may htwe (flte'husband and .■ if.- -a ' in?.

Up; they cannot bear each Other. In the morning, which ro nriem e r )• t

chapter, they discover to their mutual surprise that they t n- back n i .a

Thtekind of marriage io much like a novol The nature < * -e, u? i ■

from chapter to chapter.

I have gone to this length in order to suggest that mam ;>t is u . ■ < c

not hold fundamental beliefs approach our sense of reali 1 • b- a
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h\ potheses. So^on the road to Iraq, we were engaged v ? ■;

varying hypothaoe^for why we were going to war,

In the beginning, some said that George W. Busi va •' i  i s <v

... , 5 y«>/
that he was equal to his father, orlprove superior, or, to tr e e<>nr r . ill te

his father by occupying Baghdad—three different hype ( esc* 1 ■ k t ■'

them could have made a neat article for some op-ed pagr a . n e ■> .: >

psychobabble. Ee*7hat, too, is a species of literary forn

Another hypothesis tbersoon arose was that such a wa w . < \ 1.

Shed no blood for oil, became ^cry.

A <2>^ <
we-were (Offered a~virtuous reason: Conquering Iraq would demuc :t < ■ '

Middle East. Problems between Israel and Palestine miglv b< a; | , ;

settled. In the event, this proved to be nearer to a fairy laie t an > u a
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proposition even though it was much favored by all rhe

v
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In its turn, the administration presented us with t > neat > 1 a < is

of mass destruction. That lived in the American mind I i« in inw gc ie :

thriller. Would we locate these weapons before they bh .1 nr

There were other hypotheses—wouldjyj>sto<Tir e < sa:n. I i /

Laden? fe4H»e, that became a short story like "The Tig;- • id th<

ea^ggZ- y / -
no ending. There was alscJa b'ood-eult novel vwy-nmab i rhe a • 

-we-yef-manage..tQ dewe-a^stiake through the heart of Sadru 1 ELis e ■ Et 

provided ajense of inner virtue. We-wei?ejon the hunt h

Vivid hypotheses^ att-None held up. We did not a a, a iheu n 

still do not begin to agree why we embarked on this mos >era « 

destructive of wars. Occam's Razor does tell us that the ■- i pies
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explanation thefy£nswerp*a variety of separate question

likelihood of being the most correct explanation. One ; >e

st

FAX O. :508487213b

from that formula: it is that we aot/nto that war becaus;

solution the President and his party could find for the •

America. This does not mean that there was only one re? «• -i loi 2■> 1 l t.

i-'Zj
war, one cabal^one one particular intensity that c

feat rather that the initiative came from the need for a so 1 1: 0 w+im ?-;

roblems as a superpower.our

The first, which could become the most worrisom; f '.hes‘ i< h e ' , 

is that the nation's scientific fiimre, and its technological «. Is ma (11: 

in trouble. ..The talents of American students al STEM si. ■< -<t>- t*+-r*.

science, technology, engineering and mathematics—area nse ■ i> 

the Asian and European students who are studying at oui n > eiij 
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pleasure-loving,yqungananffiosC'5tib]ects may be too J ' i 

unattractive, Thio opens no'smail danger oign for theTuitt-v \ i> •; 3

American corporation was isotony readyto outsource its 11 1 1 ■ .

vws-even eager to do so. If jobs were in danger of disapp mg, t >1 r 

skills at technology were suffering in comparison to Eur< >1 t :cn

then relations between American labor and the corporath ■ mile a . til

Back in 2001, back before 9/11, the divi n

fundamentalism hadgrown severe, In the view of the re. i ■ r . i

America was becoming heedless, loutish, irreligious, anc aant 1 mioj 1

More every year. Half of all marriages were idirg - m t

The Catholic Church was suffering a series of agonizing ■ .1 ulal; 1! ; F !

had been profoundly shaken by the recognition that one o h ■ no ■ 
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that if America was to be able to solve its problems as th< 

problems, then the country had to become an empire Fo ■ m : 

capitalism to survive, exceptionalism rather than coopera mi < i < 

advanced nations had become the necessity. From their p< 11 i ci' ■ • • in r.

had been ten lost years of initiatives, ten years in the cold ->• ■ Ar ? it t 

had an opportunity to cash in again on the great bonanza a had sv t ii 

way in 1991 when the Soviet Union went bankrupt in the r ,.ia ■ 

that point, or so believed the exceptionalists, America co, < ana 'Im i i 

have taken over the world and thereby safeguarded our e< i r a ■' i. |> 

decades at least and probably a century of hegemony to fl. I. v | t,-; j

these exceptionalists had -affimii; drowned'illustration o\ wha ■ a;

as the lihotial pussyfooting of the Clinton Administration ' -a i 9 1 
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had provided an opportunity for America to resolve 'i.nw , . ,

least, America could embark on the great adventure of e i■ •• •

'•/'&> tlj..

These exceptionalists wa^lso/hafd-headed reali> ' c

ready to face the fact that the country might not have am i| de' ■ ,

sufn advancemcityCA.merica was pleasure-loving, which l.rtoe • ■. i o t ,

was almost as bad as peace-loving, So if the invasion wa . omi- t > nt;

feasible, an edifying narrative^ptterly independent of the ?>, . ..4; . -

fabricated. Wfoleffie motives for going to war that woult : utter, I It

American public would not need any twl embedment in >.s . -■

as, for example, democracy coming to the Middle Eastern it not is Qf t-
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from the topyhitelhgenceyin itself is ideally an asi

st ascetic endeavors, ifceen be ir tserabiy

world. They^ffend up doing what they feel is needed foi e

their country, their own career, for their next immediate

i So, the CIA was afominably compromised bv'he num

so mtensethatTenet,whow®proWIyagiiod '

director, got carried a dhesaid what was tl at

information that Iraq had very little or nothing in the we

foreign 7/30/04

^•irrthe CIA are

activity,

corrupted. Tbat^true of every intelligence agents in the

to go to war against IrM^Most analysts who hai

FAX HO. : 5084872136.

marvelous remark? He shot both arms intotIfeTw say

FAX NO. :17186243702

people in the C*

WMD sssn gave it up. The urge to satisfy the president
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Democracy, however, is not a magical serum to be . i

pwincss of.ybbdy^roaming crHrfm. Democracy is a ■ i ' s , t

is a noble state of affairs. In practice, in countries who h. li>c 11 ig

decades and centuries of strife and revolution and the slo ibm m >

safguards and traditions, democracy becomes a political > d tic •> I h

can Hifficicntiy withstand the corruptions and power-seet i; . t 

humans to remain viable as a good society.

It is never routine or automatic, howeveip each ger. •. tion mi ■ e

alert to the dangers that threaten democracy as directly a; .ii n in-1 vl :

wishes to be good must learn how to survive in the labyrn t- s or > i i-

judgment. Democracy, by the nature of its assumptions, r i u r I 

depth, or commence to deteriorate. Democracy is social * mtiou.

constant danger that besets it is the unadmitted attraction I rt sci-.* > ii
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Patriotism awaketwfts own set of doubts. For some it is not enough

to wave a flag. Some are still ready to ask whether it is false patriotism to

support our country under any and all conditions, Others, a majority, no

doubt, seem to feel that one's nation always demands an unquestioning

^Mod4rjLaith, ready to declare that the people of my nation are necessarily

superior, by their blood alone—to the people of other nations.

In that sense, is patriotism not analogous to family snobbery, indeed, isp

poor man's equivalent of an upper-class sense of superiority?

Other questions provoke anxiety. What, after all. is the nature of my

country now? Is America in its own moral peril, some of us will ask? Do

wo have the right to bo in Iraq? Why arc we there?

Before we look at the familiar answers that have been given to us by

the administration, the media, and the opposition, allow me to go on one
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more. excursion. I will say that what intrigues me most about hypotheses is

that at their best, they h&vedclose relation to serious fiction. The serious

novel looks for situations and characters who will come alive sufficiently to

surprise the writer. If he or she starts with one supposition, the actions of

the characters often lead the story some distance away from what was

planned. In that, sense, hypotheses are like fictions—they posit a situation/

'Le.'K^s'
^^Subsequent events can act like surprisingly lively ctiarauiers who arc

$(a_&

ready to prove or disprove how/heoriginal situation would develop. The

value of a good hypothesis, like a good fiction, is that whether it all turns

out more or less as expected, or is altogether contrary, the mind of the

reader as well as the author is nonetheless enriched.

A good novel, therefore, like a good hypothesis, becomes an attack on

the nature of reality. (If attack violent for some cUuyau, then
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C^1C vh
translate my meaning t®>-sig»ify intense inquiry.) The basic assumption is

that reality is ever-changing. The more intense the situation, then the more

unforsepablep^(fhe denouement. Reality, by this logic, is aw&temial. and

-JhiJEefesst, not yet classified. Implicit in a. serious novel is the assumption

mat me explanations our culture has given us on profound matters do not go

deep enough. As one works on a

novel, one feels oneself getting closer and closer to new questions, better

ones, questions fhnt mv Iinrdr.i- t»-» ;nnsw«-.c h‘> <is i£ In willing novels, you

don't assume there are absolutes or incontrovertible facts. Nor do you

expect to come to a firm or final answer. Rather the questions are pursued

a.
in the hope they will open into richer mefgdv.^morc useful o®a&

Let me then repeat this point. Novelists approach reality, but they do

not capture it. No good novel ever arrives at total certainty, not unless you
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are Charles Dickens and are writing A Christmas Carol. Just so, few 

hypotheses ever come to closure. Not every Victoria teaches in China.

Another and most interesting bond between hypotheses and serious

fiction is that both have a great deal to say about the living forms of sex.

For a long time, I've amused myself with rhe notion that the poem the short

story, and the novel can be compared to phases of sex. The short poem,

certainly, is analogous to a one-night stand. It may conic off as brilliant, or

it can be a bummer. A love affair of reasonable duration is, all too often, 

like a short story. What characterizes most short stories is that they look to 

say one thing at the end. In their crudest form, when young men write their 

early pieces, the last sentence almost always has its echo of: "He Fell old,

Zz
and sad, and tired." V&V'f’pe short story usually l&eJssXo make its point.

By analogy, it may be fair to say that few affairs come to an end without
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being chaiacterized usually uncharitably—by the participants. Marriage,

however, like a novel, is closer to a metamotphosis of attitudes. The end of

one chapter may leave the husband and wife ready to break up; they cannot

bear each other. In the morning,, which commences the next chapter, they

discover to their mutual surprise that they are back in the sack. Reality

varies from chapter to chapter.

1 have gone to this length in order to suggest that many of us who do

not hold fundamental beliefs approach our sense of reality, therefore, by

way of our working hypotheses. So, on rhe road to Iraq, we were engaged

with a series of varying suppositions for why we were sc obviously hell­

bent for war.

In the beginning, some said that George W. Bush, was trying to

validate his father by occupying Baghdad-—others argued that he wished to
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appear superior to George H.W. Two opposed hypotheses. Each made a

neat article for one or another op-ed page. Rgy^lwbpfbhie-ora ry

Another hypothesis which soon arose was that such a war would be 

evil. Shed no blood for oil. became the cry. Quite likely, it was correct in 

part, at least, but it was harsh in argument like the prose of any ill-written 

tract. Others offered a much more virtuous reason: Conquering Iraq would 

democratize the Middle East. Problems between Israel and Palestine could 

be happily settled. In the event, this proved to be nearer to a fairy tale than 

a logical proposition. All the same, it was much favored by all the logical 

neo-cons, plus a surprising number of liberals like Bill Keller of the New

York Times, David Remnick, and David Pollack. [CK]
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In its turn, the administration presented us with weapons of mass

destruction. 1 hat lived in the American mind like an intelligence thriller.

Would we locate those nightmares before they blew us up? It became the

largest single argument for going to war. Colin Powell put his/fionor on the

chopping block for that assertion.

There were other hypotheses—would we or would we not soon find

Osama bin Laden? That, became a short story like "The Tiger and the

Lady"—no ending. Early on. there was a blood-cult novel in the air, It was

Shock and Awe—had we driven a quick stake through the heart of Saddam

Hussein? Good patriotic Americans could feel they were on the hunt for

Dracula.

Vivid hypotheses. None held up. We did not learn then and we still

do not. begin to agree why we embarked on this most miserable %-nd—
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ctawew of wars. Occam's Razor does suggest that the simplest

explanation which is ready to answer a variety of separate questions on a

puzzling matter has a great likelihood of being the most correct explanation.

One answer does emerge then from the good bishop's formula: it is that we

marched into a full-sized war because it was the simplest solution the

President and his party could find for the immediate problems of America.

This does not mean that there was only one reason that drove us forward,

one cabal behind the war. Rather, the administration's intensity came from

the need foi a solution to out developing and major problems as a

superpower,

The first problem, which could become the most worrisome, was that

the nation's scientific future, and its technological skills, might well be in

distress. American students at STEM subjects—S.T.E.M., science,
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technology, engineering and mathematics—no longer seem to be equal to

those Asian and European students who are also studying advanced courses

at our universities. For pleasure-loving American students, S1 EM subjects

may seem too difficult, too unattractive. Moreover, the American

corporation was now ready to outsource its own future, even eager to do so.

Given drastically lower factory wages in Third World countries, there may

have appeared no alternative to maintain continued large profits. All the

same, if American jobs were now in danger of disappearing, and our skills

at. technology were suffering in comparison to Europe and to Asia, then

relations between American labor and the corporation could go on tilt.
'■$ <£**124? zSZ--<7

Cg.z,t^€-,
Back in 2001, back before 9/11, the divide between pop culture and

fundamentalism was gaping. In the view of the religious right, America was

becoming heedless, loutish, irreligious, and blatantly immoral. More so
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every year. Half of all American marriages were ending in divorce. The

Catholic Church was suffering a series of agonizing scandals. The FBI had

been profoundly shaken by the recognition that one of its most important

and trusted agents, a career man of the finest sort, a devoted anti­

Communist, had been a Russian agent for a decade and a half. Up here in

/i-7
Boston, FBI men had been working with^iir. formant who^teo happened to

be mbher

/r* p

In the face of such Itiwmn^'of our horizons, posed with

the spectre of a superpower economically and spiritually out of kilter, the

best solution to hand for Compassionate Conservatism seemed willy-nilly to

be War, War would offer the beefowenuc for recapturing America—not,

mind you, by unifying the country, not at all. By now, that was close to

impossible. Given, however, that the country was deeply divided, the need
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might be to sepaiatc it further. That would work if one could do it in such a

way that one's own half could become much more powerful than the other z

But to implement this venture, democracy must be altered. The time

had come to live with all the certainties of myth while by-passing the sharp

edge of inquiries implicit in hypothesis.

The difference is crucial. An hypothesis opens rhe mind to thought.

to comparison, to doubt, to the elusiveness of truth. If this country was

founded in great part on the notion that enough people possessed enough

good will, and enough desire for growth and discovery Xo prosper, and this

most certainly included spiritual and intellectual discovery, then, or so went

the premise, democracy could thrive more than monarchy or theocracy.

Of course, all these political forms depend on their myths. Myths are

tonic to a nation's heart. If abused, however, they are poisonous. For myths
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are frozen hypotheses. The question is answered by declaration and will not

be re-opened. There can be no search to find a. belter premise. The need is

for a morality tale at the level of a child's tale where

Z'xSK>od •ecwt overcome a dark enemy. For tlir Fill'd! adnimisliaimii, O/l 1 came

as a deliverance. The new myth even

bore some relation to reality. Islam was. indeed, our enemy. There was no

question that Islamic terrorists were opposed to all we stood for, good or

bad. They did not call us the Great Satan for too little. Nonetheless, the

danger presented by this enemy had to be expandcd/The security of every

shopping mall in America had to be put into question. Now, the overriding

myth was not merely the implacable danger of Islam, but its nearness to us.

To oppose the fears we generated in ourselves, we would call on our most
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dynamic American myths. We had had, after all., a lifetime of watching

action films.

"HXe tD J _<

Neftsthste&Sy^e-lasl^of weeding terrorists^through international

itic-t^

police action dkLiiot-s+iffi^XWe needed much more than that. War is,

obviously, a mightier rallying ground than a scries of local police actions.

Yet, half of America was opposed to our advance towai d war with Iraq.

Half of us were asking one way or another; "How much goodness has

America brought to the world? How much has it exploited the world?

The President, however, had its own imperatives. Keep America

fixed on myth. He went all the way back to Cotton Mather. We must war

constantly against the invisible kingdom of Satan. Stand at Armageddon

and battle for the land. It was fortified by a belie f which many Republicans,

some of the most intelligent and some of the most stupid, accepted in full.
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^iy j

Ttai^vas the conviction that America was exceptional, and God had a

special interest in America. God wanted us to be a land superior to other

nations, a realm to lift His vision into greater glory. So, the myth of the

frontier, which demanded a readiness to fight without limit, became pail of

our exceptionalism. "Do what it takes* Gawte-txrfiTCaif^t no matter how

deeply one was embedded in near to inextricable situations, one would do

wte^l'vTOt^r/'Goinplete the job! "Bring 'em on!" Yes, the myth was crucial

to the Bush administration. The last thing it needed was to contend with

C-
anything like a ctes’iMrppt^^iwajjx^^j'fealily.

This attempt to take over the popular American mind 1"ic.i.3 certainly not

been unsuccessful, but it does generate a new nnd major hypothesis which

would argue that the people of the U.S. were systematically, even

programmatically, deluded from the top down. With a determination that
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only profound contempt for the popular mind can engender, we were sold

the notion that this’ war would be honorable, necessary, self-protective, -

decent, fruitful for democracy, and dedicated to any and all forms of human

goodness. I would suggest that there was close to zero sincerity at the top.
' ' ' /

The leaders of this country who forced the war through, were neither

idealistic nor innocent.- They had known what they were doing. It was

basic. Do what It takes. They had decided that if America was to be able to

solve its problems, then the country had to become an empire. For

American capitalism to survive, exceptionalism rather than cooperation with

other advanced nations had become the necessity, From their point of view,

there had been ten lost years of initiatives, ten years in the cold, but America

now had an opportunity to cash in again on the great bonanza that had fallen

its way in 1991 when the Soviet Union went bankrupt in the arms race. At
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that point, or so believed the exceptionalists, America could and should

have taken over the world and thereby safeguarded our economic future for

decades at least with a century of hegemony to follow. Instead, these

exceptionalists had been all but consumed with frustration over what they

[

saw as the labile pussy footing of the Clinton Administration. Never have

liberals been detested more. But now, at last, 9/11 had provided an

opportunity for America to resolve some problems. Now, America could

embark on the great adventure of empire.

These exceptionalists also happened to be. hard-headed realists. They

were ready to face the fact that most Americans might not have any real

desire for global domination. America was pleasure-loving, which, for

except! onalist purposes, was almost as bad as peace-loving. So, the

invasion had to be presented with an edifying narrative. That meant the
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the world. They end up producing what they feel is neede the

country, fiffor their own career, or just for their nextfSuw-e^^1 ■ ’ ej

jtoafffactors are at odds with each other. Intelligence pays ■ r 1 ; • t

CIA was abominably compromised by the move to go to v > tr ; 1

Most analysts who had information that Iraq had very littb noth ■. ■ !i.
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Iraq was an imjjuneai/mreat, and were told that hordes of
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welcome us with flowers, Indeed, it was our duty as g An- t ,

bring democracy to a country run by an evil man.

Democracy, however, is not a magical serum to ;je.1 : • t

ffiimhge3lforeign body. Democracy is a grace. ■ ' 0'1 I

practice, in countries who have lived through decades a 1 to i st re

and revolution and the slow elaboration of safeguards a . udb .; •

democracy becomes a political condition which can oftc r.bsi .11 . > ■:

corruptions and excessive power-seeking of enough hur t 1 •; c< • < ■ • r • ■. > •

viable as a good society.

wishes to be good must learn how to survive in the labyi
.. <1H iJ

'lirtK-'t**

Judgment. Democracy, by the nature of its assumptions, 
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The constant danger that besets it is the unadmitted pul

us there is not only a love of freedom, but a wretchednc ■

spirit that can look for its opposite-^jtvf

The real idiocy in assinning that democracy couit

was to assume that its much-divided people had not

tp 1
/tlieTFcoinpromises. The most evil aspect of fascism is tl

obliged to work within that system or else their families .

prospects ^SHFsuffer directly. So the mass of good peop

are filled with shame, ugly memories of their own small

large treacheries, their impotence, and their frustrated he

Willy-nilly, their psyches are an explosive mess. They a1 

from democracy. There is no quick fix. Democracy has 
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nation through its readiness for sacrifice. Ugly lessons 

few democrats.

It is all but impossible to believe that men as hard ■ .vi

and transcendentally cynical as Karl Rove or Dick Chcne o >i-e 1 b > 

two candidates at hand, could have believed that/ffemoc) 

feasible for Iraq.

We are back to oil. It is a crude assertion, but 1 e>; t : C nun n

one, is in Iraq for just that reason. Without a full wrestk i ■> ni i . u r 1

of the oil of the Middle East, America's economic proble n id •

A t
^Tfiai is why we will remain in Iraq for years to come. i 1.011. h.

/^9£_us-iqf^epart after the new semi-oppressive state that i< >-■ e i 1
\

to call itself a democracy. Thai wi ll^oniylb^a nominal v < • ;. a : > • v I



FROM InM FAX NO. : 508487213-1 3PM F i

Nieman handwritten &typcd drafts vcrsio.i G pp28-3<l 12/1/0 piv

have to return and face all the problems which led us to :

place.

Let me use a novelist's privilege again and make i c t n 1 n >

sources of income are going to be needed, new trillions, >; no h ii hi

than to pay for the^social programs/o take care" of the hu ip.oi.i ■; P ic

labor force that will remain endemical1 'bles- •<< ■ t« :

whose gene stream has been fortified for the last hundrcc . 1 ov< ■ c



FROM :nM

Nieman handwritten &typed drafts version Gpp28-34 12/I . C4 PM 34
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exceptionalist purposes, was almost as bad as peace-loving. So, the 

invasion had to be presented with an edifying narrative. That meant the 

alleged reason for the war had to live in utter independence of the facts. The 

motives offered to the American public need not have any close connection to 

likelihoods. Fantasy could serve better. As, for example, bringing 

democracy to the Middle East. Protecting ourselves against weapons of mass 

destruction. These themes had to be driven home to the public with all the 

paraphernalia of facts, supposed confirmative facts. For that, who but Colin

Powell could serve as the clot-buster? So, Powell was sold a mess of missile 

tubes by the CIA. Of course, for this to work, the CIA also had to be 

compromised. That was there to be done. Most people in the CIA are 

career-motivated. Advancing one's career does not often have much to do 
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with getting the right stuff in intelligence. Successful people in the Agency, 

as in many another bureaucracy, get to where they are by knowing what is 

wanted at the top. While intelligence, in itself, is ideally an ascetic activity, it 

can, like most ascetic endeavors, be miserably corrupted. Doubtless, that is 

true of every intelligence agency in the world. They end up producing what 

they feel is needed for their country, for their own career, or just for their next 

step. When such factors are at odds with each other, Intelligence pays the 

price. So the CIA was abominably compromised by the move to go to war 

with Iraq. Most analysts who had information that Iraq had very little or 

nothing in the way of WMD gave it up. The need at the top of the Agency to 

satisfy the President cut them off. So we went forward in the belief that Iraq 

was an immediate threat, and were told that hordes of Iraqis would welcome 
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us with flowers. Indeed, it was our duty as good Americans to bring 

democracy to a country run by an evil man.

Democracy, however, is not a magical serum to be injected into a 

foreign body. Democracy is a grace. In its ideal state, it is noble. In 

practice, in countries who have lived through decades and centuries of strife 

and revolution and the slow elaboration of safeguards and traditions, 

democracy becomes a political condition which can often withstand the 

corruptions and excessive power-seeking of enough humans to remain viable 

as a good society.

It is never routine, however, never automatic. Like each human being, 

democracy is always growing into more or less. Each generation must be 

alert to the dangers that threaten democracy as directly as each human who 

wishes to be good must learn how to survive in the labyrinths of envy, greed, 
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and moral judgment. Democracy, by the nature of its assumptions, has to 

grow in moral depth, or commence to deteriorate. Democracy is social 

levitation. The constant danger that besets it is the unadmitted pull of 

fascism. In all of us there is not only a love of freedom, but a wretchedness 

and confusion of spirit that can look for its opposite—as identification with 

the notion of total order and total control from above.

The real idiocy in assuming that democracy could be brought to Iraq 

was to assume that its much-divided people had not been paying spiritually 

for their compromises. The most evil aspect of fascism is that all but a few 

are obliged to work within that system or else their families and their own 

prospects suffer directly. So the mass of good people in a fascist state are 

filled with shame, ugly memories of their own small and occasionally large 

treacheries, their impotence, and their frustrated hopes of revenge. Willy- 
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nilly, their psyches are an explosive mess. They are decades away from 

democracy. There is no quick fix. Democracy has to be earned by a nation 

through its readiness for sacrifice. Ugly lessons in survival breed few 

democrats.

It is all but impossible to believe that men as hard-nosed, inventive, and 

transcendentally cynical as Karl Rove or Dick Cheney, to offer the best two 

candidates at hand, could have believed that quick democracy was going to 

be feasible for Iraq.

We are back to oil. It is a crude assertion, but I expect Cheney, for 

one, is in Iraq for just that reason. Without a full wrestler's grip on control of 

the oil of the Middle East, America's economic problems will continue to 

expand. That is why we will remain in Iraq for years to come. Nothing will 

be gained if we depart after the new semi-oppressive state that is cobbled 
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together will be ready to call itself a democracy. That will be only a nominal 

victory, and we will have to return and face all the problems which led us to

Iraq in the first place.

Let me use a novelist's privilege again and make the attempt to enter

Cheney's mind. I think, as he sees it, it will not be easy to hang in, but it will 

be crucial. New sources of income are going to be needed, new trillions, if 

for nothing else than to pay for the future social programs that will have to 

take care of the humongously large labor force that will remain endemically 

jobless because of globalism. That may yet prove to be the final irony of

Compassionate Comservatism. It will expand the role of government in our 

economy.

In the interim, the question for Cheney is how to contend with the

Iraqis when much of their oil will no longer be theirs. Cheney will have to 
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be at his best to bring off some sizable capture. Of course, he is no weak 

man, he is used to doing what it takes, no matter how it smells, he is full of 

the hard wisdom received from wealthy Republican bankers whose gene 

stream has been fortified for the last hundred and twenty-five years by 

foreclosing on widows who cannot keep up with the mortgage on the farm.

He has learned. You cannot stop a man who is never embarrassed by 

himself—he will be full of bare-faced virtue over why—for the well-being of 

all—we have to help the Middle East to sell its oil properly. We will deem it 

appropriate that the Europeans are not to expect a sizable share since, after 

all, they do not deserve it, not given their corrupt deals with Hussein under 

so-called UN supervision. Yes, Cheney will know how to sell the package 

for why we are still in Iraq, and Rove will be on his flank, guiding Bush, 

assisting loyally, showing how to lay it out equitably for the American people.
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It seems to me that if the Democrats are going to be able to work up a 

new set of attitudes and values that will better serve for their future 

candidates, it might not be a bad idea for them to do a little more creative 

thinking about the question for which they have had, up to now, naught but 

puny explanations. It is the vote of the fundamentalists.

If by 2008, the Democrats hope to pick up a meaningful fraction of 

such voters, they will have to find candidates and field workers who can 

spread the word down south—that is, find the equivalent of Democratic 

missionaries to work on a true segment of fundamentalists, those precisely 

who may be in awe of Jehovah's wrath, but love Jesus, love Jesus so much 

more. Worked upon with enough zeal, some of the latter might come to 

recognize that these much-derided liberals actually live in the spirit of Jesus 

whether they believe eveiy word of Scripture or not. Most fundamentalists, 
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forced to choose at the cost of their souls, will, of course, cleave to the 

printed word of Scripture, but those for whom the spirit of Jesus is truly 

paramount might actually be ready to wonder whether it might not be the 

liberals rather than the Republicans who worry more about the fate of the 

poor, the afflicted, the needy, and the disturbed. They even care about 

sinners and the well-being of criminals in our prisons. They are more ready 

to save the forests, refresh the air of the cities, and clean up the rivers. It 

would be agonizing to vote for a candidate who did not read the Scriptures 

every day, but some of them might say: I no longer know where to place my 

vote. I have joined the ranks of the undecided.

More power to such a man. More power to all who would be ready to 

live with the indecision implicit in democracy. It is democracy, after all,
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which first brought the power and virtue of good questions to the attention of 

humankind.

Long may good questions prevail. Thank you.
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context,^t the truth of what one sees is still half, at let s 

word—more authentic. It is obvious he now feels certifie 1 i e

acrossfas less of an impersonator of middling macho talents _".-*ikmTas‘ *>• err 

-trrdred his role for the last four years, a parr

American republic.

Success has obviously been good for his

I would warrant than been the opposite o- ■> h?:

journalism—-and so it has to be said: Bush has been ^ncr. ui.o: 

personal appearances, more sure of himself, more—anomt!

Since Iris reelectionjfelias been more—I hate to >e 
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us the Great Satan for too little. Nonetheless, 
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neverquite gotten aiuiiid Lu cttlliiig us "SuLnn" The m\t
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longer mis to our daily nittygi’ittys, The security of ever' stv -pp' i i J.l

i veiy submit in Ameriea was-under this-cleud.-Tfag neto-wax-u. n__ r

them over a lifetime of watching action films.

Now--ifit wmilfkhfl»a.rgiie!ri that Islam might in tirrr-m- w+t----  

a p^feund-threat nut only to Aiirei'itHtH-biit Westom-exiafener thnt
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