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mutes for questions. I will speak with my stopwatch in hand. I will try to explain 

no

minutes that the odor of his armpits is splendid. It seems as if we have

mH

am going to proceed on the assumption that I will be speaking for-ten

minutes to an exceptionally intelligent group of people—which will leaved

^ye^beHev^t^^d^reltedAmericatobesuperiortoall alteniatives and so it

aip
would be able to show themfthe way. It is an immense vanity that has produced our

my conception of my country which I have loved at its best and-been~appafledby nt—-— <4 

desperate need to love ourselves as a coun as a religion Jndeed, -Americais

metaphor, it is that we are like a handsomej-stoegp&st-

crican Hubris
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like the Marshall Plan, we have also had our ten years in Viet Nam.

hysteriaofrnakingevery story larger than it is. Last

week I gave a quote to La Stampa: I said that Ronald Reagan was the most

it. I then added, "Guess who is first?' 

empt to offer

ongoing^huifetetEopism-fer jblundersinTofei^^Srs. If we have had successes 

as evil an^e were good^We had to defeat Commiinism?"Richard

;e statement to make in the week after omment

overrated President America had eveijhadra^^ ur^econtUaost flgnorantc

prospers by way of

Over this last week, our media has been deifying Ronald Reagan. Our media

That is a

elief in

ucondAVorld War, we^^ijeWh^aCo

/ \ /
ourself ash nation encouraged usin he

d wfar with

ieve^hat^
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had, and was=oer second-most ignorant

I then added, ’’Guess who is first?"

That is a large statement to make in the 

week after a promment-man^eath^uH

<ex/te/ *x

jglieve it. For-that^fet me attempt to effe-a

history of the last

four decades.
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Jiineej^hortly after the Second World War,

we had-beetwmCCold War with Russia. Our 

fytA this variety of jlhoolutjlpatriotic dogma, was

religious belief in ourself as a nation encouraged

also wily enough, cynical enough, politically
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begun to decline and was eager to seek for peace sinceps economic and social

problems were so entrenched that its leaders knew^Ba?Communism was not going 

^Be^ntoicompete^with America, a faint hope at best, but theirs.

to conquer the world for ages to come, if ever. faint

4s> k-z-e-p
possibility that they could refashion their economy ^sud^-a^namerthat-iFeeHld  ̂

Nixon liked the possibility. He had made peace with China. Now, if he

could make peace with the USSR, he
^ceP

wotdd-haveffogodown in history as one of 

the greatest Presidents of all time. He was ready to discard American

exceptionalism. Religion, to a man as.

a belief you had to no, it was

oriented as Tricky Dick, was not
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4

itefife

was in the air. Then Watergate came along. We may never know if Watergate jast

iereioF-tesf

Nixoi itic reduction of the Cold War, and by the

time Ronald Reagan came along, the old religion that America is the most

exceptional nation on earth was back in full strength. Communism, by Reagan's

logic, was^Fron^/iiriplacable, antbeviJ-, was, indeed, The Evil Empire.

I remember visiting the USSR in 1984. I went as a tourist and came back 

enraged at my own country. The USSR (at least as ^SehTh^doscowjtsjjiDst--’ 

^fospereus-a^poweEfefc^^) was the-most depressed emm^niaSevefvisiteJ

a smart ^threimr^oniore. So he^egan preliminary talks with Brezhnev

peace with those i^eds. China wastenough, by God. Watergate rendered Richard

There was no hope on the faces one saw in the street, and certainly no happiness, no
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palpable you

wasmstead the largestand most depressed Third WortbsUy-pulpit.

won/i financialnation thaLth^a^HSled/Rcagan intensified the arms race,

victory magnified our notion that the U.S. was not only the most powerful country in /

, L
could taste tb&gloam. I hated (Rea

the world but now had a moral duty—or so did the Exceptionalists see it—to run the

confidence that their system would ever inherit the world

contestjniheJtfi^Xw^ H^Vanknipted the Soviet Union^and this big banker's

world. Our vanity was that we were the only ones who knew how to.

if these exceptionalists when we did not proceed to e’;a

'Exceptionalists ragedj<wt_we had lost an opportunity to install ourselves as

overlords to the world.
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6

This is, I believe, the best explanation for how the Republicans came to 

choose George W. Bush. They knew thatifyouwerK^summarize^fialfofthe 

population of the United States in one sentence, it would be that we Americans hate

any question that takes longer than ten seconds to answer. I can only add that we
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1

American Hubris

ligent group of people—exceptionally inti

faith my stopwatch in hand. I wilWy 

to explain my conception of my country which I

is love is selfish.

evep minutes for questions.

I am going to proceed on the assumption that

minutes to an
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2

the incomparable freedom to ^21

wish, which is one of the finest c/f all human

I mm

freedoms. But I have also beep appalled by

coun

If I dare to offer a metaphor, it is that we are

ikefa handsome, seven-foqlt giant who weighs

300 pounds, is all muscleJ and yet has to be

accorded me ^v-Ulsoogy
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3

reassured every few minutes that the odor bf his

armpits is splendid. It seems as if we have

exceptionalists. At least half of this nation

<eountefc=

-exaetly=this/desperate need to love oyrselves as a

/ retigieis-efAffiericajsJ ewe

believes that God created/America to be
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t/A

as produced our ongoi

affairs. If we have had successes like the

eiiymg Ronald Reagan. Our media prospers by

the way. It is jhamensd^

talent for

4

blunders jti foreign

Marshall Plan, we have al&o had our ten years in



FROM :JMUORDCRAFT FAX NO. :17186243782 Jun. 09 2004 03:51PM P5



FROM :JMWORDCRAFT FAX NO. :17185243782 Jun. 09 2004 03:51PM P6

6

it I domuch beloved by half my country, 

^7

history last four decades. P

Shortly after the Second World War, we 

entered into a Cold War with Russia. Our 

religious belief/in ourself as a nation encouraged 

believe what I have just said. Tc/explain the

us to be certain that Communism was all evil
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faces one saw in the street, and certainly no

confldencejfy&t their system

te it. I hated how Reaganpalpable you could

i n
I had ever visited. There was no ^iope@a the

would ever inherit the w^rld. The gloom was so
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depressed Third World nation in the /world. All

d^/theSoviet Union,race, the U.S.

-^i^£is big banker’s victory magnified our 

notion that the U.S. was no/ only the most 
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/I 15 v

the same, Reagan intensified the arms race

America entered into a financial contest

powerful country in the world but now had a
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16

moral duty—or so the Exceptionalists saw it— 

to run the world. Our vanity was that we were 

exceptionafistswhe^

;ed within^J^had lost

aacOpportumty to install ourselves as overlords 

lid not

the only ones who knew how to~

Up# 7 i
^Contemplate die fury 6f these

to the world.
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This is, I believe, the best explanation for

than ten seconds to answer. I can only add that 

we now have the President we deserve.



I am going to

i^y '^a^p
jA^4-be-speaki^^^^ightnUnutes te-an-
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2

My-eeunhyTias accorded me fes-yotrwiibs

gtejlhe incomparable freedom to think g£=tr

which is one of the finest of all human

1^/Mandsome, seven-foot giant who weighs

300 pounds, is all muscle, and yet has to be
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3

reassured every few minutes that the odor of his

exceptionalists. At least half of this nation

believes that God created America to be X 

^superior to alternatives
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ab^e to show th^m^TOe way. It is aa-hnmense
<2- Vkt i "' - - ' ' ' z "■

l

£serkms=and=o^en-u^ blunders in foreign

affairs. If we have had successes like the

Marshall Plan, we have also had our ten years in

lo
Over this last week, our media has=te^

Ct 0.-®^ a set-si^
jQ&P i^t/'tzchl/\a3 J

Reifying Ronald Reagan. Our media prospers by
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pargerthaniHp. Lastwee^4^v^a-^uot©-t^Ljr

That is hHhe

Stm»pa^4-said-that^onaidReagan was the
LPA CP/p [ \

^"Guess who is first?”

andlh^urse^ 

most overrated President, America M ever had,

5

g¥ery-stojgr
h /

wek=afer a former President’s death, a man
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much beloved by half my country, but I do

6

history^fiEe last four decades.

Shortly after the Second World War, we

entered into a Cold War with Russia. Our

religious belief in ourself as a nation encouraged

us to be certain that Communism was all evil
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and we were all good. We could believe

e wereWe livec^Ja profound contradictio

nothing less.

a Christian nation who believed in love. We

were also capitalist. Wefbelieved in the

beneficent @^4aMejpowers of greed. ISm 

conflict was antipathetic to reasono^ 

resolution that- we chose to rely on
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super-simplicities. To repeat:

Communism was all evil, and we were all good.

Ergo, we had to defeat Communism

ixon, who had built his early career on this

^rie^Zof patriotic dogma, was also wily

enough, cynical enough, politically skilled

enough, and never in the least embarrassed by

his past to recognize that wUh die death of
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was

eager to seek for peace. Its economic and social

Communism was not going to conquer

the world for ages to come, if ever.

^^wshj=hewevcrrto kc^rferiHajthfm^ieTahiti

possibility that they could refashion their

9 ?

problems

economy if the armaments race ended. Then,
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10

perhaps, they could begin to compete^with

America, a faint hope at best, but theirs.

Nixon liked the possibility. He had made

to go down in history as

Presiden

discard American exceptionalisni. RcHgfon, to

peace with China. Now, if he could make peace
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irotia^®w=sdf^r,/noTit was just another^tSos-fl

£man as politically oriented as Tricky Dick,

useful tool for a smart public man£jip morel

So he and Henry Kissinger began preliminary

C A, o.A

talks with Brezhnev. Serious ^e^jwas(nrthe~

air. Then^Watergate came along. We may

never know if Watergate was a fluke, or a
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successful operation originated by American

renderMRichard Nixon politically impotent.

exceptionalists who were damned if Nixon was

So there was no peace, no dramatic reduction of

the Cold War, and by the time Ronald Reagan

came along, the old religion that America is the
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13

most exceptional nation on earth was back

I/O
/mil strength. Communism, by Reagan’s logic,

©able,/but was,was not only

indeed, The Evil Empire.

I remember visiting the USS

ack enraged at my

own country. The USSR

was more depressed than any
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/'/I
I had ever visited. There was no hope^si the 

faces one saw in the street, and certainly gg

no confidence that their system

would ever inherit the world. The gloom was so
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powerful country in the world but now had a
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16

moral duty—or so the Exceptional! sts saw it—

the only ones who knew how to,

an^bpportunity to install ourselves as overlords

Contemplate the fury of these
—/c£>-----

to run the world. Our vanity was that we were

to the world.
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This is, I believe, the best explanation for

characterize half of the population of the United

1x4 <-<M

we now have the President we deserve.








