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NM: This is the third tape we're doing in this theology

speculation.

JML: Correct On August 17. I want to begin by talking about

saints.

NM: Saints.

JML: In most religions, saints play a tremdous role. They

intercede for lesser humans, they give witness to God's greatness, 

they are models for humanity by their ability to withstand 

suffering, some of the suffering self-imposed. Do you see saints in 

the same way as in the traditional religions?
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NM: You reach me on my weak point. I really don't know I have

much to say on the subject. Let me see what I can scrape together.

It makes sense to me that there would be many people that

God would feel close to. In other words, I don't think God feels

equally close to all of us. In fact, I would doubt that very much.

To begin with, given my notions of the devil obfuscating the

divine venture, doing his or her best, the devil, that is, to stop God,

whether male or female in gender or both, the devil doing the best

to stop God, most human beings are a complex mixture of good 

and evil, they're devil-infested, they're God-illumined, we're both 

at the same time and so it's very hard to reach them. What 

characterizes humanity today is that very few of us ever get a 
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message from God or the devil directly. We live in a certain— 

technology adds its smudge to our senses and we live in a complex 

and contradictory environment—sensually speaking, theologically 

speaking, spiritually speaking, however you want to phrase it, 

we're not as near to ultimates as we were a few years ago. That's 

my first thought.

Now there are people who succeed, one way or another, of 

divesting themselves of most of the devil. It's very hard for me to 

believe that a saint exists without any of the devil in him or her. I 

think saints are relatively pure. The notion that they're absolutely 

pure—well, I find, given my temperament, I find that almost 

offensive because it begs too many questions. It makes everything 



theology speculation tape 4, transcript, 8/19/04 4

too easy and it opens up too many questions on the other side of it.

Because if a saint is perfect, why the hell do they fail so often?

You see, and do they fail because the devil overtakes them or—it's 

very interesting but essentially medieval arguments. Like maybe a 

saint is so good that the devil has to use extraordinary efforts to 

defeat this saint, and so serves God's purpose and the saint is 

happy too.

JML: But all saints are not defeated.

NM: No. But—give me an example of some triumphant saints.

JML: Saint Peter

NM: Saint Peter was a mess! He deserted Christ three times.
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JML: But then he redeemed himself and started Christianity.

NM: Yes, I know, but Christianity may still be laboring under the 

fact that it was Peter who commenced it. You've got a three-time 

treacherous no-good man there...

JML: There are other saints...

NM: I won't say that people can't repent, and they can't restore 

their relation to something finer than themselves, but nonetheless 

they remain under suspicion.

JML: That, in a way, brings me beautifully to my next question.

Because your god and your devil are limited, I assume

NM: Not limited but relatively finite. Not infinite.
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JML: I assume that human perfection is truly impossible for you,

as you just said. If there were a human being who was all-good,

she or he would be better than God. And if we found an absolutely

perfect human being, your theology would be hard-pressed to

account for that person.

NM: I don't think I'm in any danger of having my theology, such

as it is, overthrown by that premise. Of course, there'll never be a 

perfect human being. It's out of the range of our thinking. I'm 

going so far as to say there's no such thing as a perfect divinity.

The nature of the universe is provisional.

JML: Ergo, there can never be a perfect human being.
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NM: Well, that just comes out of it. Apart from that, we don't

need the reasoning to justify the remark that there's no such thing

as a perfect human being. Everything in our experience tells us— 

that wonderful comic line by Jack Okie, that nobody's perfect

but—

JML: You wanted to know if a saint is perfect. I admit, Saint

Peter was not perfect. But think of someone like St. Francis of

Assisi...

NM: I thought of him as we were mentioning this and yes, he's 

perfect in a beautiful, perfect way that took care of a great many 

animals, and thereby brought us a little more into sympathy with 

our friends, the animals, but I don't know that he affected human 
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nature that much to the good. I'm talking about the kind of saints

who were trying to change human nature that much to the good.

He didn't do that much. I'm talking about the kind of saints who

are trying to change human nature, strive valiantly to change

human nature and almost always end up as martyrs. The way they

become saints is first they were martyrs.

JML: The one way we know a saint is a saint, at least in

Christianity, is they were martyred. St. Steven was martyred, St.

Sebastian was martyred...

You mentioned the animals there. To shift for a moment: 

how far does the chain of being—how far down the chain of being 

does the war between god and the devil manifest itself?
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NM: I have no idea.

JML: You said that dogs have souls.

NM: Yes.

JML: Then I assume both sides have enlisted them. What about

the other animals? Are some on God's side? Are the eagles and te

doves—some on God's side? The vultures and the snakes...?

NM: It's possible. Obviously, for me to speak with anything

suggesting authority on these matters is comic. I rely almost

always on the sort of verdicts that humans come up with after

centuries of dealing with certain problems. For instance, I would

never dismiss it out of hand. After all, my belief in God and devil 

comes to some extent from the fact that the majority of people, 
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through all of recorded time, believe in both evil spirits and good 

spirits and finally, in a god and a devil—with angels and demons.

And I feel that if the majority believe that, one has to pay a certain 

attention to that. One can't ignore it.

So by that token, dogs tend to be closer to God, perhaps, in 

that they have loyalty, they have affection, they have the need to 

love, whereas cats might strike me very often as being creatures of 

the devil. Now, mind you, this is all—they were all created by

God. It's just that the devil may have preempted some of those 

creations earlier than others.

JML: Snakes and crocodiles and...
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NM: Well, there it's totally beyond me. I'm an ignorant man when

it comes to those animals. If I knew more about their positive

functions, I could talk about, but I'm relatively—I confess to

abysmal ignorance on what the positive functions are of snakes,

toads, rats, cockroaches, lice. .. I don't pretend to be able to talk

about that.

JML: Are there parts of existence in your view that are unclaimed 

by either side? I'm thinking of, oh, microbes, uninhabited planets,

the bottom of the Pacific Ocean, sort of neutral territory that God 

and the devil have not contested or not used. Or is everything 

polarized?
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NM: No, I think it's—Td say it's—I'll use an odd word. I'd say it's 

more a matter of divine investment. In other words, I keep going 

back to the notion that God is not all-powerful but the Creator. So 

in the course of creating, certain elements of creation are 

advanced. Certain elements are more interesting to God. Certain 

elements are pursued. Others are seen as interesting possibilities 

for the future. And very often, can live relatively unchanged for 

millennia, for aeons. So when we come to such matters as 

bacteria, where I'm immensely ignorant and can't pretend not to 

be, it's possible that these are almost passive experiments by God.

Or it may be the devil dipping his toe into the water when you 

have some particularly evil bacteria. On the other hand, I don't 
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have, I don't subscribe to the modem notion that all disease is evil, 

is awful, is to be eradicated at all cost, and we should all live 300 

years as part of our life situation. I think life and death, as you 

know from what I said before, have this intimate relation to each 

other in the sense that death is as great a test and as great an 

adventure as life. And that no more could we conceive of an 

existence where there was only daylight and never night, so I can't 

conceive of life without death and rebirth. I think we all go back 

in again through the mix and come out, and go in and come out, 

and so when we start talking about karma, I don't have the 

remotest clue what we become in our next existence. It's possible, 

it's perfectly possible, that some or all of us have to descend to the 
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bacteriological level and come back from there. I don't My guess

is its not that complicated—it makes for a very complex universe.

But what I would say is I think there's a purpose for everything,

including the agents that tend to infect us and mutilate us and kill

us. It may be there are agents of death God experiments with fully

as much as God experiments with new kinds of life and with the 

development of human life. Human life being the masterwork.

JML: Death and life being related...

NM: Not interrelated...

JML: Intertwined...

NM: Actually—not identical but part of the same existence.
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JML: Yang and yin. Interpenetrating.

NM: OK.

JML: You've talked a lot about the moment of death and the state

of mind one is in at the moment of death—th is follows, I think

from what you just said. Peace of mind, I think, is important to

many religions—peace of mind at death, none moreso than

Catholicism. Which actually has a sacrament called Extreme

Unction [Mike, now called "Sacrament of the Sick" or some such]

which was created by the Church to give to people at the moment

of death.

NM: Let me get this straight—what were the origins? How did 

the Church arrive at this power?
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JML: Well, the Church over the history of a millennia, created

seven sacraments. And the last one that was created was expressly

created—I can't tell you who came up with the theology of it,

which Father of the Church—it was a sense of the Church 

reaching out to the individual at the moment of death and applying

all of its powers to giving that person peace of mind as they passed 

over...

NM: Giving them a belief in peace of mind...

JML: Yes, giving them the belief that—in the Church's point of 

view, Extreme Unction works—and I've seen people receive it— 

and you know, it gives them tremendous peace of mind.
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NM: I believe that it's effective. Certainly for devout Catholics, it 

would be effective. Let me tell you a small story about a dear 

friend of mine, Eddie Bonetti, who was dying of cancer. And I 

spoke to him a day before he died. He was a marvelous fellow and 

you'll see from the conversation what his positive qualities were.

We were talking on the phone and he knew it was very close 

to the end. And at a given moment, I said to him, "Eddie, are you 

scared?" He said, "Yeah, Norman, I am scared a little."

I said, "Eddie, it seems to me you have less reason to be 

scared than anyone I know. Because you're the loyalest guy I've 

ever been in contact with. You've never turned your back on a 
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friend, no matter how much it cost you. I really can't believe that

something bad is waiting for you."

He said, "You really believe that, Norman?"

I said, "I think so, I really do."

And the woman he was living with at the time told me he

died happily shortly after the conversation. Which pleased me 

immensely because I loved the guy and if I was any use to him at 

all, and I am tempted, naturally, my words had something to do 

with his peace.

So, yes, I can believe in Extreme Unction as something that's 

wonderful for people when they receive. I will say it's a human 

creation, from what you tell me, there are no miracles, there was 
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no revelation from God. This was the human attempt, if you will, 

to understand how God's mind works. Now it was done with great 

backing, huge culture, much tradition, many decisions, 

committees arguing over it—which makes me dubious—coming 

up with their sacraments one by one, developing them, using them.

I'm sure if I knew more theology, I could talk about the sacraments 

they used for a while then threw away because they weren't quite 

working. In any event, they ended with these seven sacraments, 

with the mystical number seven, which again for so many people 

all over the universe, all over our world believe, that seven is an 

incredible number. I believe it too. I believe it's easier to believe 

that there's something right about the number than that it's wrong.
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So, all right, yes, I can believe Extreme Unction works for a

devout Catholic. It might not work for someone like myself. If

someone came in and said, "You're going to die in peace," I'd

probably say, "Hey, cut it. Let me die. If you don't mind, I'll fine­

tune my own end—you don't need to do it for me."

Certain theologians would say, "Well, this is vanity. This is

precisely why you're not going to have a good end." And my

feeling is, "Hey, pal, it's open. None of us know. It doesn't matter 

how much tradition is behind it. Tradition suggests there may well

be something powerful behind it, but it doesn't prove it.

JML: Why is the state of mind at death so very important to you?
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NM: Because I think it's our point of departure.

JML: So what? Everybody has a bad day. You could happen to 

have a bad day on the day you die.

NM: No, no—whenever you have a bad day, there's a lot of 

reasons for the bad day. I can give you 20 reasons for a bad day, 

some are serious, some are passing. But, no, I won't hide 

behind—that is, I won't let you hide behind the notion of a bad 

day.

JML: But there's also days we have false euphoria. We feel good 

for no accountable reason and then the next day, we say, "Why did

I feel so good? I have all these problems!



theology speculation tape 4 , transcript, 8/19/04 22

NM: There, I have my favorite notion. It is that it's karmic.

Whenever we have an emotion we can't account for, good or bad, 

it's karmic. It's the only visitation we can have from previous 

lives, which by the laws of the game, which are basic and 

necessary, we can't know who we were and where we were in 

previous lives. But something has happened that comes to us from 

a previous life and says, "Hey, this wonderful thing—I'm thinking 

about it, now you think about it too." Or in reverse: "There's 

doom approaching, pal. Get ready for it."

Now in that sense, unaccountable emotions are almost 

always karmic.
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But I'm not answering your question. I want to try to answer 

it. I think at the moment we die, we are the result of all the good 

and bad we've done, and all the courage and cowardice we've 

exercised. In other words, it can be drawn as an arrow of any 

length and any intensity. And so, for example, if we die with a 

desire to be reborn, I think it means a great deal to God. If you 

will, it's almost like we reach into a little to select a pup, a pup that 

catches our eye that we choose to take home. Using that crude 

analogy, I think if we die—Eliot's wonderful line, "not with a bang 

but a whimper"—which obviously obsessed Eliot, because Eliot's 

writing was always based entirely on the idea of how would one 

meet one's death? If you approach his poetry with that in mind,
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The Wasteland is a study of people who don't have a clue how to 

die. Along with everything else it is, but that's a large part of it.

So in that sense, I think it's terribly important what our attitude is 

because we can't fake it. We can fake a huge number of emotions 

to ourselves, certainly to others, to our friends, to our enemies—we 

spend three-quarters of our lives acting. One of the reasons—this 

is a cynical remark but I do enjoy it—one of the reasons people get 

married is so they can be themselves. To wit, they don't have to 

give a face to the world. People who live alone are always obliged 

to give a face to the world, they have to depend too much upon 

friends, etc., etc.



theology speculation tape 4 , transcript, 8/19/04 25

So, at that moment when one's close to death, when one 

knows one's going to die, there is an urge toward more life, or 

toward peace or—and this is the worst condition—toward stupor.

In other words, "I don't want to feel pain, let me feel nothing." Not 

peace, but nothing. And these are choices.

And really, suppose you're looking at people and wondering 

who you'll refashion and there's one particular human being God is 

most interested in, but at the last moment that person is pleading 

for stupor. God says, "Do I really want to go through this again?

This person was really a great disappointment to me."

You see, the notion I have is our judgment comes in the form 

of our rebirth. I think we spoke about this before. So in that case, 
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no need to repeat it. But I think the only judgment we get is how

we're reborn. Or, very often, the decision is, "No. No need to be

reborn. Off the board." True death. End of existence.

JML: Someone told me recently—

NM: Let me just finish—

JML: Sorry.

NM: What it comes down to, why the manner in which you meet

your death is important, is if you have no desire to live again, that

could be determinative.

JML: I love the metaphor of the litter. That's beautiful—a 

wonderful metaphor. Fabulous.
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But I want to explore this a little more if I may. Several 

thoughts: One of them is that many people when they're dying— 

and a nurse told me this recently, a nurse who was a hospice nurse, 

who cared for the dying, three times a week she went through this, 

and she had great experience—she told me that the end, often, 

because people were taking drugs, they'd be on morphine to cut 

the pain, their personality, as she put it, "dissolves." That they 

were live, they were functioning, but their soul is already gone.

And so, for them, the death was before they died—the body was 

still breathing, the automatic systems were working but—but 

indeed, the people I have seen die, they revert powerful impulses, 

powerful atavistic impulses. The desire to keep oneself clean— 
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they get on the toilet when they're dying. The desire to remember 

one's mother or grandmother. Or when someone touches you, the 

desire to reach out—afraid you're going to be violated when you're 

lying on your bed. And I've seen that, the few deaths I've seen.

So people don't ordinarily die in moments of clarity like

Eddie Bonetti, thinking happy thoughts, ready to die and ready to 

choose a new life. A lot of time when they die, they don't know 

who they are.

NM: I can't answer that in that—you know, the real question is 

when do you die spiritually, and you can die spiritually an hour, a 

day, or a month or five years before your death. That may be 

when the question of rebirth is considered. I think as a harsh, 
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practical matter, the closer your soul can remain intact to the 

extinction of your body, the finer candidate you are for 

reincarnation. That's just my notion of the economy of...

JML: That's risky... You mean someone who really want to be 

reborn but goes into a coma loses their shot?

NM: Someone who goes into a coma—look, the soul can fight the 

body right down to the very end. The soul can say, "all right, I 

don't feel anything in my legs any more. I don't feel anything in 

my fingers. I don't feel anything in my thoughts, I can hardly 

think, but I know what I want, one way. That one way is more life, 

to be reborn." Or the soul can feel it isn't worth it. It simply isn't 
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worth it. "Let the body have its day. I've abused this body all my 

life, it's now claiming its wages, I'm bankrupt..."

But I do think that the soul—taking your lady at the 

hospice—if the soul leaves a week or two before the body, I think, 

economically speaking in terms of the transmigration of souls, it 

makes for a much messier travel schedule. You know, I have this 

feeling—everyone talks about death that there's this wonderful 

white light, and relatives come out to meet you, so forth and so on.

I'm a touch cynical about that. Certain people, yes. They were 

close to their relatives and their relatives do come out.

But there's an awful lot of travel involved. The very 

schedules, the logistics of the hereafter, interest me because God's 
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energies, as I see it, are immense but they're not infinite. So there 

are all sorts of logical procedures after you die. It isn't all just 

spiritual inspiration. The stuff in New Age, and what can you say?

The more flaming religions, the ones that promise everything in 

the hereafter just so you'll put something in the collection box—all 

that brings out my cynicism, which I consider my shield—not 

necessarily my sword but my shield against poor thinking. So it 

seems to me very often if we die, it's going to be a huge 

disappointment in the beginning. You may hang around in vast 

hall—it'll be like the first day in the Army, when nobody knew 

what to do with you and you're waiting to get assigned to some 

sort of temporary training platoon.
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NM: I have no idea.
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NM: Yes.
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JML: Snakes and crocodiles and...

NM: Wclly-thefe^tls totally beyond me. I’m an ignorant man

Confess tofunctions, I could talk about* Imt-Tpttrrrlati'

dt-eomes-trr-thos animals. If 1 knew more about their posn o <
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JML: Arc there parts of existence in your view that are unclaime I 

by either side? I'm thinking microbes, uninhabited planets 

and the devil have not contested^- .not used? Or is everyth mg 

polarized?

NM: I c say it s

t'l :

in the course of creating

more a matter of divine investment 

back to the notion that God is not all-powerful but the the mo •

the bottom of the Pacific Ocean, sor^efneutral territory Mm. rod 

mux J...

FAX NO. : 5084872136.

kee ■ mig

abysmal igiTOranee-oii-^vhat thFpositive iunctions-are^^-Mk
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ive relatively unchanged for nhllenn i

subscribe to the modern notion that all disease is evil,

to be eradicated at all cost, ami we sliuttffi'aTI live
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&ath is as great a test and as great an adventure as life *md

tl^itno-more-eotdd-we conceive of an existence where th<.-re

go in and come out,

don't have the remotest clue what 'a e

death and rebirth. I think we gcTback in again Jhrough4he-mb

only daylight and never night, so I can't ceneetve-otJTite v 41"/...

become in our next existence. It's possible, it's perfectly possih e

that some or all of us have to descend to the bacteriology □ le> el

agents that tend to infect us and jnt^htfeois-atH? kill us. h nun ’x
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there are agents of death (Godexperimcnts-w4th ftiliv >$ ,

4^d-o»^mnents<3ad^h new kinds--4iHi£MM^ with the developnu r.i

JML: Yang and. yin. Interpenetrating.

NM: OK.

JML: You've talked a lot about the moment of death and the sea e 

of mind one is in at the moment of death—this follows, ! mink

front what you just said. Peace of mind, I think, is impor . m i
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many religions—peace of mind at death, none morejo th.iu

Catholicism. Which actually has a sacrament called Extreme

Unction [wEe, now called "Sacrament of the Sick or some sue i 

which was created by the Church to give to people at the riomer i;

of death.

NM: flSet me get this straight- whai-were the prigiiis-T H < xa o f

the Church arrive at this/6ower?
ik

JML: Well, over ^h+stoiy-o^a millennial eawd

seven, sacraments. And the last one that-was-eieateivvffo esfrvsily

fame up wr

wMeh-Father^theXlhur^h-^wasia sense of the < ’huren ’Vcu i n 
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out to the individual at the moment of death and apply my 1. >i ti 

powers to giving that person peace of mind as they passed n •

NM: (mvffig^hem a belief in peace of mind. ..

view, Extreme Unction works—and I've seen people reeei > ;

and you know, it^ves them tremendous peace of mind

NM: l/belie

would bc^ffcctiw. Let me tell you a small story about a dem

friend of mine, Eddie Bonetti, who was dying of cancer. v,d I 

spoke to him a day before he dUd? He was a marvelous fellovs in I 

you'll see from the conversation what his positive qualities v\ er-.
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.. .
We were talking on the phone and he knew it^as.

- ' - -6.

<=io-the-eftd. .An-d^ a given moment, I said to him, "t-ddie <• i

scared?" He said, "Yeah, Norman, I am^seared a little;-11 —

I said, "Eddie, it seems to me you have less reason to ;k

scareddman anyone I know. Because you're the loyalesi gu\ 1 w 

ever been in contaet-witk You'*& never turned youi back ui t 

friend, no matter how much it cost you. I really can't beliex e hat 

something bad is waiting for you."

He said, "You really believe that, Norman?"

I said, "I think so, I really do,"

And the woman he was living with at the time told nw Ik

d^^4rajTprty'-slTOrtly-rrftei!Eitj-G6m^salion, Which pleased ne
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immensely because I loved the guy and if I was any use u ■ m w

1fthr^d4-arn4ernpted, naturally,/my words had sgrnetlwup^ :i

with his peace.

x C3—«• • 4/ *

So, yes, I can believe m Extreme Unction as-semetTrfrei tin t

wonderful for people-when they reggive. I will say TtS, a human

revelation from God. This was the-human attempt if von w H t >

backing, huge culture, much tradition, many decisions. camn.m.tu:»;.

undcrstand how God's mind works. Now it was

coming up >viih the u
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for a while then threw away because they weren't quite work iWir 

n any event, they ended with these seven sacraments w uh 

mystical number seven, which againim so many people 3. <»• ,.r

he universe, all over omzworld believe, that seven is an merer t h 

lumber. I believe it too. I believe it's easier to believe that 'tier 

spmething right about the number than that it's wrong.

9

So, all right, yes, I can believe Extreme Unction wc-rfefftir t 

devout Catholic. It might not work for someone like m \ ‘•ill ■ 

someone came in and said, "You're going to die in peace. ! <

Lf
probably say, "-fteyTcut it. Let me IL- If you don't mind Il im j

tune my own end—you don't need to do it for me."
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Certain theologians would say, "Well, this is vamp. : I . >

precisely why you're not going to have a good end ' And in.

feeling is, "Hey, pal, it's open. None of us know, .it doe<r i n.-1 e

how much tradition is behind it. Tradition suggests there e

be something powerful behind it, but it-4©e^pl5rove it. : • 7 ” /W7,y

JML; Why is the state of mind at death so very important n <■.>!:

NM: Because I think it's our point of departure.

JML: Sowhat? Everybody has a bad day. You could happe tr

have a bad day on the day you die.

NM: No, no—whenever you have a bad day, there s a lo ol

reason/ for the bad day. I can give you 20 reasons-for-a l^ ttny -
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r • ~Jsome are serious, some-ase passing, But, no, LwG44;44»44«-^rMit - -

-thesis, 1 won't let you hide behind the notion of a bad da’

for no accountable reason and then the next day, we saj 'Ain < it:

I feel so good? I

e only visitation we

feeaeve^we have an emotion we can't account for. izood

NM: \Fhere74diweq^^ h is 

rom pre\ i ?us

can't know who we were and where we were in previous In. cs

s&methwg-htiHrappETre^^ to .x j
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But I'm not answering your question. Invatrnrrtreto^nw^ e*-

1 think at the moment we die, we are the r^wd-t of all m. gooc

and bad we've done, asd all the courage and cowardice v e > ;

exercised. -fo-other words, it can-bc drawn as an arrow rr- any

^engthumdr^mydnten^ily^ And so, for example, if we die w ith a

desire to be reborn, I think it means a great deal to God i ■ \ or.
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analogy, 1 think if we die—Eliot's wonderful line, not u i k> i j

but a whimper"—which (&vious4y(pbsessed Eliokbeout-o.. i ia-c’

Gfer-Afotig with eVCTythmg~els€-U-.is-hiit that's adargejaaxu-ii-u

uge number of emoi. >■ i

reasons ?

married is so they can be themselvcs;^4r^w4t,'^lwy don t h i

tu.

J^cw&sJ-ves;

Sq^n-tlrat-sense, I think it's terriMy-important what WaltiiutTe 5 -
- -

meet deatnOf you approach his poetry with that in t

The Wasteland studyof people who don't have a clue h tb

U>-3—--i

■Jne-uf the reasons—Hire - -spend three-quarters of our lives adtin.

cik-n^. j-.
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And really, suppose you're looking -at peopfo-andfcvt mder r a

rticular human bci

most interested in, but at the last moment that person h :
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for stupor. God says, "Do 1 really want to go through this ,uici u

reborn. Off the board." True death. End of existence

JMiU-^omeone-told me recently^ /
/

/
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L t/^uudeath is impnrtanl^s-ifyoSihave no desire to liv t- ap.m

-to, why the manner in^'TitT. • :r ji t

could be determinative.

(thoughts: (ffiTof them is that many-

-eflTTa nurse told me this recently, a nurse who was a hospice nur .e 

who cared for the dying, three times a week she went through i s 

and she had great experience—4^ told me that the end. -ter 

because people were taking drugs, they'd be on morphine u • : n ' n.

pam as she put it, "dissolves." That the
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live, they were functioning, but their soul i« already gone ■< c

for them, the death was before they died—the body was son

breathing, the automatic systems were working but—but inoeeti

the people I have seen die, they revert/powerful impulses. nowr-fi 1

atavistic impulses. The desire to keep oneself clean ihe\ gel i

the toilet when they're dying. The desire to remember one > moi u t

or grandmother. Or when someone touches you, the desire io

reach out—afraid you're going to be violated when you're k ing 01

your bed. And I've seen that, the few deaths I've seen.

So people don't ordinarily die in moments of c lariry like

Eddie Bonet&p^^ ready to die and o-.id' u >
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choose a new life. A lot of time when they die, thev don i '

who they are.

NM: I can't answer that —vw-IowaVI (he real quest, -.m

when do you die spiritually, aad-yeereaiT4ref§pintuaib a: i hmu, i

day, jcJa month or five years before your death. That ma* be ■ • b; i

the question of rebirth is considered) T think as a harsh, f mm i

matter, the closer your soul can remain intacmo the extin.- ion of

your body, the finer candidate you are for reincarnation Thai' j jst

my notioni>p£&e economy-ef

JML: ThaTs risky.,. You mean someone who really wantp j >c

reborn but goes into a coma loses their shot?
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NM: gjomeone who goes1 into a comity j£>ok, the s» »nI can 'ialv I i

body right down to the very end. The soul can sa\. "all t iulo

don’t feel anything in my legs any more. Wrnft-feetanvinng-m

ft,
my fingers. I don’t feel anything-in my thoughts, I <can'hardly

think, but I /enow what I want„ one way. That ege- way ii noir 11 -y. 1?

_ rf-') Zp*txJKZ^is'‘—'
to be reborn." Orffie'soiiTcafHeel it isn't worth it. Ifrsimph-^n t

life, it's now

But 1 do think that the soul—1 ladv ai tlh

"Let the body have its day. I've abused tins bod' all n j

hospice—if the soul leaves a week or two before the bod' thi u ,

economically opeaking in terms of the (transmigration 01 ■ > id-

jriukcsflor a much niessieZiraveTschedu 1 e. You k in > \>



FROM :nM FAX NO. : 5084872136. I 3 3M

theology speculation tape 4 , transcript, 8/19/04

feeling—everyen^fEalk/about death tkaHhere'sc^^f^ t ri:

white light, and relatives come out to meet youA ..

Irw' «-*»-
I'm a touch cynical(Sbout that. Ccrtarng^eople, yes Thex «? -t

close to their relatives and their relatives do come our

But there's an awful lot of jtfavel involved. The-vef=x-

fnterest me because

hot infinite S :> rhert

fter you die.are all sorts

The more flaming religions, the ones that promise ever* thing u 1i£

out my cynicism,

energies, as I see it, are immense but
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hall—i^Wfiketiie first day in the Army, when nobody x neo

what to do with you and you>^aiting to get assigned to some s< >ri

of temporary training platoon. And in that sense, thoro'd 2

<----- waiiing^uxii^d. We can talk about limbo a little later on I \ 011

wish. Limbo may be an absolutely realistic station for mon p/. p i<

when they die. That is, they hang around for quite a while mnrt

the^i£_assigae4rx

.IML: £wld(be for years^
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NM: Well, I don't know. In the Catholic religion, there c< ■ d

an etemi

dare I say it—mismanagement. Because bureaucratic

tyjXlimbo, but1rthii^itLs-f0st(amatter o^bureauc > m

mismanagement on earth—I don't we know we necessai il\ I a\ r c

assume
all
ifa-all-perfectin~the hereafter, god and his angefe/ loih

think angels are perfect any more than I believe demons arc oially

evil. I think the rarest condition in existence is absolute puritx . >

e. ^f /r ^^*7 ft & c >e- -' •’
any CT O' U U

- x

JML: What about people—we've all heard about people w i

If God is a Creator, then God is-netabsolutely pure/ ^2--^

die-jtaey. liwfives ofgreed and misery, they're rotten peopn I

detestable in every way, but at the last minute, the Iasi tew xeeb
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they call in the priest, they get a seraphic smile on then i,» < .be­

have money, perhaps, they're surrounded by servants, anc 1 •; g :

off into the hereafter feeling very good about themseh es

Deluded, perhaps, about their ultimate worth, but noneth. ess

smiling, saying their prayers. They haven't gone to a chi.r, h ot

done anything decent—

NM: Well, you're creating an imaginary person. .

JML: There are people like that who die happy after living a

miserable life.

NM: Who says they died happy? They could be actiat^auKe n d,
I k « A

»uniher-0»e>

JML: That's the moment you said you don't act.
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NM: 1 said people who are serious about th-. > id

Vi. •*

don't act. iTrxrthcr-werdsT^iey may be acting for otheis^--

not aeting before fiwk

I'll give you an explanation why a truly rotten person can < it

happy, which is they were so rotten in tW^revious existence, ihsj:

tyrTs life, bad as it was, 4as=ai^improvementover the pf? on- >i <

-R^allyy I've seenThis-temic-chamr They die happ\ because the ’

feel ^everything considered, considering how bad were then

beginnings, and how absolutely loathesome the initial impulses

they were born with, they have gotten

who were total pricks their entire lives who mellow a imic m u

the end. That's another human quality.



FROM :nM FAX NO. :508487213b I- 5PI1 c 3-

theology speculation tape 4 , transcript. 8/19/04 5

JML: But you said all the good and evil in one's lire is^tinnPi -f

summed up in death a»d I’m thinking of those who are m -ci ar t

people for the first 95% of their lives and then they re sv\ c<i ,>ni

people at the end—doesn't seem very just that they should hav .

happy death. You'd think somehow they should have a m set tlil -i

death. Where's the fairness in things?

ou're speaking too hypothetically. 14ypcthetTcaf»NM:

peculations of the sort I go in for make me most uneasy vhen 

others occasion them./1 mean, this person you're talking .00111 - e

a novelist I find diem impossible to conceive in my head

^®^,^ople who are rotten all their lives rarely end up

the end. If they do—there is such a thing as truly evil an I ugh
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impulses wearing out and burning out. Just as good peop t -a i

ugly people can die in a more benign state. They've used u| :ii.

ugliness in themselves. They've been rotten to people, h xrn>i.. ;

people, and maybe they feel a bit of contrition at the end > mi

religion is based on that.

JML: Absolutely.

NM: Between the stirrup and the ground. I've always found k

excessively sentimental and too easy: be evil all your life and

L« O ■*> )

you're falling from the horse, before you head is severed trmu^biii '

body—

JML: Say a perfect Act of Contrition!

NMr-Wliat?-—
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JML^Afou-make-a perfr.c..t^4^T^efltfitfoft^

NM:/Tve always found that aJ-i-ttleextreme. And a lit le

JML: It's thought of almost everything. It has an answer for

convenient. The Catholic Church is not only a study in m me;

almost everything, every issue, [tape-off, baek-orragainj -

You spoke a little bit about limbo but 1 don't recall t at ya

said much about purgatory—as an idea, as a place, as a mi taoho .

Of course, it's a wonderful metaphor, we all use it What u \ ;>m

idea of purgatory as a metaphor, —
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NM: well, as a metaphor—w^re-tal-kifig about-thc .

W-re-speaking of hell, endless torture—no rfmrgator.

temporary station.

JML: It may last for a millennia, but it's temporary.

NM: W/aii-a-momenty-there1 s hcavcnvpurgatorVy-and-helLami- ;

JML: No. Limbo is the place for/people on whom (rod can i maw

a judgment. They died before they were baptized or some! i ng

like that.

NM Ghr-Ghrist! T&eJfomd that the old Marxists iisod-u^a-v

JhaLiiJigimL Js-elot,$bsolutely meaningless and si 11} W he• • v ( .u

get into that. . .
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JML: T agree. The Church doesn't even talk about hmbt m-if c

They've almost dropped it as a concept. But purgatory

NM: Now purgatory. . .yes,

JML; Purgatory is not endless. There is an end to your sutteiiiig

The amount of time you're there and what kind of sufferm i von

have, according to the Catholic Church, would depend on " hai

your crimes were.

NM: I see purgatory in altogether different terms. The notion 1 a

if you suffer long enough you'll purge yourself—I don't ‘■er uk

reason to have that in the hereafter. ■L&ggfflTat being febori iak .s

care of purgatory. For some peoplejife is^^urgatory %> ;i

people life is heaven—they're happy 90% of the time IL a some



FROM :nM Pi P3C

theclo.jy speculation tape 4 , transcript. 8/20/04

peopl&life is hell. I don't think we need these other

think we pay our debts through our reincarnations. That nai. .■

much more sense to me than these immensely wasteful plact.•

where nobody does anything, where nothing's brought back i

the divine economy, people are just marking time.

do see heaven, purgatory and wastcfu

procedures. Nebedycan speak interestingly of heaven^ Sh

made the best single attempt and decided heaven was boring

furthePT-tTherefdre, wasteful procedure are anathema to Goc^

is not satisfied withes or^r creation, God wants to take it

I see God, if you will, as/faustian,Canning to go furrhe

FAX NO. :5084872136

thatfs-always the uneasy little feeling people
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tP e^O^r..

@e^Club Med, a gated little community in Florida. aU-eF+H/n—

tliat'sdieaven, a gated community. Whereas on eart;. e k

'Atx.•
heaven, we experience heaven. We may experience it 2t dn ee

four times in a long life, maybe for a minute, no more, bm v e

know what heaven is. We^iTOvrwfrarfretrve^^ \ i

luminousness to the joy. Most of us, unfortunate!' . come

closest to heaven through drugs. But, all right—we know w hai t

is.

We know what hell is. Hell can be as simple as having a ba I

case of gout. J ' '

JML: There's conscience...
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NM: Purgatory, is-thc sense of‘-^to-merefLpossibly temnoou \ i:

'r : ’ :r
immenst/conflict between^ndecisitffi-«,id7&n- ovaweenHi^jusra-i-

responsibility. Ptifgatory .Ulhen we feel dread, we're run inai t:

from purgatory. We krraw-something very important

Lace ^-LL c
to-us/but wedon't know what, and we're airaid-te-teke the step v i

meet purgatory in tei r s ■^think fs demanded of us, Most

their personal courage. If they're afraid—if they're afraid it

playing football, putting on a-suift^d going out to play ,ai bt.

Men—now women are beginning to search for that puryai< i \ a

well. It used to be that women's purgatory was related r iht.
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terrors of childbirth. After all. in the Middle Ages, there w-i- u-

chance in ten on^woulddie in any childbirth. That was emir

pttrgatofs, a true terror. One had to face the ultimate* to Ini' ;

child.

JML: How limbo and purgatory came about, if I'm remembt nog

correctly, in the thinking of Christianity was they began wt J

notions of heaven and hell borrowed from other religion-; b. air-

there were previous religions that had h^averrand-Te-LL Then i+n-sy

fbet^ineonore^ahe str ucture of the church became more co i pie*

and people asked questions. What if you've been bad but hoi

bad you should be condemned to eternal hellfire—you've uni\

been sort of bad—and the Church said, "you're right, we ha-, e a
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place for those people where they have modest suffering I .

people said, "what about people outside the Church9 W< t b.

told they're condemned but what if they haven't done anythin 2

evil? They died at 3 years old—they were a wonderful hole ch

but were never baptized..The Church said, "we have plat,

them too." So the Church was trying to create—I'm sure the.

would have created another place if they'd had to. But ultimate

the Church began to see the folly of limbo—what a ridiculous i

for people to live in a big empty Wltrorever and no positr t

rr1
^ng^-there-was no positiv^pain but no positive joy [ perl.

natural happiness" said the Baltimore Catechism- no be?t t ic

vision but otherwise OK]
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NM I've mis-used it. As you were speaking, I was think) i. n m

JMI •: We talked about saints but I never got to my questir r ;ib< n

demons. I remember you told me some time ago you had <u

encounter with a demon. Or a succubus or—whatever \ oi a am it

call it, right here/bnC'ommermal Street in Provincetown. ’A on Id i

be worthwhile to say anything about that experience'7 fcUwv dreH i

rekae-to-y*mrthgg^^ into your theology. dial- •

etqat^tenceT
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NM: Y«sFj&U^Idesn’t say much.-hetrnry

—tape-baek/T won't get into it, Mike. ^ei

takes too long to tell and there's no real point an

certainly speak of succubi and incubi in the abstract sense. I think 

they would be instruments or-te^te-of the devi^Tand most usetui £

mH=eally73vheH-younM;^^-ei^(wlt^Xonce in my life arid ii

seemed to come out of nowhere, which is why I don't want it talk

about it because|Tdon't understand I really felt as if then 

were some intangible creature fastened to my chest. I de ha\ 

story that may be worth telling about a poetess named Mint 

she was in a small hotel in the Left Bank in Paris and one mghi in 

her room, she felt this hideous oppression, this lwtfe©ui-.
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intangible creature,

fastened to her chest and She 1 ived in horror through th e n. i■ I ■ i; u

was- fhe went downstairs to «

bieakfas^n'the terrace little hotel/just across the stive ■ ■ yr 

the Seine. Alastair Crowley, the famou^'magician.'was there •

was talking about a manTie detested who was also stay r 

said, "You know, last night I sent an incubus tohotel. And

X
invade him, aMI saw Itmrthis morning and he looked oeiT ' a 1 

right. I don't understand it." Mina Loy's comment u is

t@d-.thi? story to friends-^vasI"Let no one say Alastair Cn > a ley

has no powers. It's just that they're misdirected.
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The story^amusing butjt'also establishes gw^extem-^Z iy

incapacity to talk intelligently about incubi and succubi, i week.

just assume they're tools of the devils and used rarely an/4-fw+t-rr*-‘

:S"e'
•ofteirto good effect. It's possible God uses^ffiem once in-H-wf»4t

scare the very' life out of certain people whom God fee Is .need > ?

As you-sc^, I'm beconaing-a J don't knawr: ■t«r; ZtCinnH-U I.

At°u're sailing through seas you o^n-hardly comprehend, g-nrerr-to,.^

State-oTlheAighlrand the currents, you tend to hold to th- tew

things you know about sailing. So^here,

wlialnwi^smaJJ^pewefs-oijiJj e.Aer i

6i
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JML: Let me shift then to talk about wealth and poverty 

listened to the last interview we did andfat several peintfr->n 

fairly cpinprehcn^vtfnaturc of your belief system—ft -c  

wyou nev^r addressed this at all.

MM: Wealth and poverty?

JML: Wealth and poverty^My-question is this: wealth 11 mt.

p<Po^erty-ai*€tevotaftemay^ Are they predeterminer m ((>i ls 

karmic agents? Boywrgct the tap on the shuuklei "“OK ifr<—

u"—are wealllrai id-poverty just part of the package. * H y ■<

much of wealth and poverty is a result of what God gives von

when you're born and how mucli^^EFacciHeiits of the ■ • r <

jungle?
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NM: The poor believe they're going to be rewarded in the . ! . . .
. ■ *- "

life. The wealthy^lieve^tKeyTegoingltolie rewardedfinTn' ir: 

life. The Egyptians, for example, believed you had no char-...

whatsoever in the hereafter unless you werez^ealthyJndeeifTA'mi

had to be buried in such a way that you were

you had to pass through the underworld in order to reach

wasn't the-Hyamn fields a Greek term^ Thd.

fh^-Bgypfians have a specific term foi paradise^] And for u . i

p r f i A*®*-'’
needed all sorts of protection*/ Ymi_n ceded priests pray m i t h m

y

you. youjieeded amulets strappe^feydtr eorpse/you i^eeced 

prayers bejag said by your relatives, you needed a tomb tha. oud
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second death wfcreh was final. The first dgath'was provisic cal

y<^-gptjthrough theunderworld into the Elysian fields

live forever. So, for them, wealth was crucial X. Which is w Iv

have civiiiza i

vyith/most people {w4»gat a subsistence level afrd-abaohite

time in the Land of the Dead." The Egyptians believed 71 tin

protect you from evil spirits when you needed rest—you

El P5

prayer: "Oh, Ged^

' I ) "

e underworlt^aad-Sometimes you didn't. Btey ■uecd^o 

out and explore t^land^the underworld,/then you'd come Ivo. i. ■

r-t <£^-~ <2- i^ ■

-yom4orn^4onally, with ah-feftt; sometimes you rnado-rUh^mst •

•1 \

.ct me die a ‘■e. ond

FAX MO, :508487213b
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^fatmtoiis wealth at the top. At. the top rrfHfae-py rami d wei e-tK;

e^harWhsr

abstemious look with horror on rich people who wRI have g < id

I think that belief carries over. Sometime^Peonle wh< -

plates under the serving ptetes^fbf'ffihner. But the rich obviousb

what they did to get that wealth and they are in terroi

Tljgre^re the poor—some of whom are just bitter and I .tri

they were absolutely denied any kind of chance at im
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existence at all, and^rewy angry at Goc^t^i yoi/lG\

who believe-f^OrijcQit's all righL I've lived a clean life. I -^4-^

a good life, I've raised my children, done my best, 'he nr r

despaired and I'm going to go to a good place.

greatrt&aGol'negotiation between God and the devil over who

We have these pbeaemeftafahTw^also hav^the/que'-ii'ji-.^

think the

where, ^o-other words^-you know the old stor^betrt-R^^uiLai.ix t__ „

When both ftartiea walk away-somewhat dissatisfied &onuhc 

restilt, it's be^n a goedrctean iregotiatron."--

^pow^^nftiPbut the devil is not a.
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rebirth. The devil will want to have a say. And die say tnauUu^

few systems4n deep contest with one another. And,so,

4ev-U-wQu4tl-wnnt-v>rould be some of the rich people eould-he ink 22 

care of.

fML: It’s "ihy people can be taken care of>

-^fe-NeW’, course, i&yeu—^jbviously. there are/fich people t '10 

are close to saintly, who manage to live with their wealth m sue ■ .1

way that it hasn't corrupted them. I think i^s rare- -but i

Not all rich people are awful, but a great many rich people

istsfwe've all known a few. They are lovely people soineiin* $
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irony eau.riche is ngt-a-smalLong—Ihey-very oftexuleau h v Ui- _

■-di^u&tmww-poepkj, Nonelheless^ltet^edfr^tls^aertam . rurgy i

the-rieh, some of the rich^nat-aU^-Bwt^ome of the-rieh n mt. it i 

/•"^Piust through cfety means. TKcy jusrias often gain-h-i4tf. > mUi il. .

moneyftlu-ouglyKuge energy. Not all people who gain power

int€-n8-ityf-of energy that’s greater thajLQtho^penpfesx

send them fawned to be born again. They're interesting 1 ’WH-.

^_Jjieni^rDUJ4d4igai»r^heii^iiei£lsxefl^^

ta>smug;
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[AlkC, 'i1 Cli nr

oid- turds surrounded by gold!

_thal4ype>/lhave a better feeling for an you do

twcfto me.. .

I'm speaking/n excessively speculative.. .I’m makin

7c v

c

that onmf you release those

i ;omedy o of it. The reason is I'm not sure of my ground

The devil says, "You never did know how/tb comprenen'.

o retreat. This is a tough one for me today.

Surely you don't want that

J ML: gut^Ww-saym^-te-m
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IM: Born into wealth is another matter [side one ends| J

of-wealth-and poverty in karma I find ver;/ mteresting.is-i^FtH44-

people who were very hi wefe-spoile Hid 1

endt-d-ttp-havmg lives that were disjointing hy the highest

Iai %lct~ J

(reborn as poor people. Thoro are other peopl^hxijiig .

poor v^^an^iuplyjiever get jfe4.hrouglrtheir head?-that theviv-

are rich people who have the modesty of poor people I thini \ ot
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find that all the time—these aretsplfitual 

reincarnation is to give God deepor insights into the people

function

is dealing with. I go back to the fundamental premise: <

does not understand us completely any more than we understand

a-ll
Uncertainly don't understand them perfsOlyZSoGod wants to U m

more as£kaore and more aboutRation, and the devil,

' if—~
times, is attempting/®) muck up£W^clarity.

JML: don't have any disputes on tlu 

individual level, but when I think of that phrase of Adam Smith ;

"the wealth of nations," there are some peoples, some nations wn 

have lived in terrible, terrible misery. Take one nation I knev 
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little about, the Irish. For 500, 600 years they lived under 

wealth and power and now it seems almost just that the 1 ns nt 

richer than the English.

NM: Are they? 1 didn't know that.

JML: Yes. They surpassed them. Tn per capita income no’ >

Irish passed the British—they're the wealthiest nation in tin

European Union.

4: Why are they so wealthy?

JMJ : BecausUthey took over a lot of the finances and the 

entrepreneurship and the bankingy^iid they have a great gift 

languages and various abilities, and now theyTedhe bankin =.

of Europe. They've just done it.
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NM Per capita income—I know, but if 3% of the popularu <■ r 

immensely wealthy...

JML: No, no, no. It's spread through jut the country \ oi. s nov , 

the Irish for many years/trying to gey Americans to come bi-ck mt tying

live there with free citizenship, my 'ife has it. Thev’ve cm n 11.

"We don't want any more people miyanoid-AVenforr^^

qjeopk coming in to be part of Ireland." Ireland was baing 

depopulated for hundreds of years. Now people are going t ie 

because^eyyvant-althe standard of living is so high, al; thai I i

money that was investedfreturned at a great rate. But I'm m nt mg

of the poverty, the potato famine, the de-population, two o ihrei 

million people died over there. . .
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NM: I'll give you another example. ThciWvn-WH+vT-i-'-^-

yetrsfme Jews lived in the
'qC^^
■gheUt)*—and what happSrW’ 

weren't allowed to hunt or fishliiTmost parts, they were aiioweti a 

bemoney-lenders^ndS^ee®Hye/intheirown tomnii: .: ;er a -

4r. So what did they do? The\ gave

eveiything they had to their schools,and-t^bfinto the~gene ’

f^Cf-lt^-7^ ft <*>A1 1

'Stream they became immen&ely-dntelligerrt .people (15ttS:rxt-fhid -

' wasjvhat they were obliged-to-ffla. -So-the TrishJu-44-et^^ •

Idamed—they had. to be^Trnguessing—Ttrey^ift¥e4he-.mi I uy.-xi,

Hve-with fine economy aiidhighdevefe-o^money^—

JML: $^T(fyou look at all the plusses and minuses of all tin

nations—great wealth in some and great poverty in others lit >0
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does that mesh in with-aH- the individual 4hmgs<Godaiici tin i. ■.

e. v *7
ai^-aoiftg with reincarnation? It seems God may have to gi i i 

whole country or a whole nation or whole race of people for ong 

periods.

NM: 1 don't want to get carried away with understanding God •>

motives^nu^yeiyjdtuati&tv I'm looking to find a few genera

principles...

JML: You're looking at individuals. I'm asking you to look <1

from a Marxist point of view.

NM That means first, you have to believe in races, do u 

certain extent. Ttls completely incorrect these days to talk ah ui 

jaecs/but 1 think no, the very mixture of climate and langiiag
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?one kind of person as oppose iaww

anotherjdnd. There ar&-diffefenee4-1 think4he#/pari ofG-

6

interest in us as individuals. "Will this particular man or w > i .it.

turn out better or worse than I think he or she will?" God's 4s«.

interested in races—how will they turn out?

JML: In nations.

NM: Yes. And also in nations—which, obviously, are no ace.'.

TteyYe^ea Ictf more complicated.

JML: God must be thinking a lot about China, with too I ion, -

.. fGK—isn't it ON Li brilioirourof-b -■» l-lw*i -



eh ■ i moi 'ape 4 , transcript, 8/20/04 64

1 v . ■< must be wondering if China is going to take over the 

v )j < -tad God learns from that. T keep coming back to my

1.1 .anu ntal mnemonic—God learns. This is why I'm so opposed 

' ? religior£which assumi

,t t down on your knees^pnt ynijr nose an-4he-

ing awh

9CT32.Sh80S: ;tu wu; woaa
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E
< » -

i/-^<

That Wi' I',);,, c 1

-mperMi I'kl^

impowcic aatiM.safety match

maa^hrThe wheel.
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ML: That's interesting. I didn't necessarily mean rechnt>n->p\ '

meant a war, a battle, a birth—could be tl iiscoverv .of i t -

you know, Columbus...

JML: Last time we spoke, you tedked-about evolution ;

learning about evolution as $ went along.

NM: Yes. God learns.

JML: Then in those early periods of time, with slime co> :

oceans ^land had just been created, Wmayb^Ciod - 

slime of early creation(evofv 

•have this-wrong-

said with great assurance that God is the creator of the v <>rki r 1 
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the solar system, I was having trouble reconciling God ir he . ii i 

and God as the creator—

NM: WeH; if I coHtradichmyself,-! wouldn't got bogged shf-w-r-sa. i-,

looking for—the factotum of the solar system. The notion that

God is something we can conceive in unified form s— I o< n' 

I lean to the notion God is the Creator-—or. what's the word hi 

necessarily adhere to that. Suppose God is the lord of the >oiar 

system but at the same time, had to learn how to develop ir

) --- ----------/

system, iiotJwstJfee-slmie./Most people, myself included. n<

great trouble believing Jesus was the son of God— but God wo 

many things and looked to become more an
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Goc learned. We'caii cuine back te that—=dare-f-eaflH-thi<--^ s-

of God is in every house fly? Something, iwtybr. (Someth ■ i j hi-e—

NM: Hew-de-I-know? Why would I know? Ixbwk-at-a certain ,

pwjnfc+srr.

JML: The soul is so-methuignSpecial..
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NM: You have to conceive of God as being [long .pause W* ■ 

put .t? Immensely differentiated. So that the life we see 11 ■ ?

those wonderful moves,/that came from the Creator. He ga e tr.it

to the fly. Did he give the
4*/ P+ ■

fly/Conscience? Did he give tbs-feb*^ 

sense of proportionbgive him the power to have inter-eswitf

Probably not. The key to ;h.

notion isZt's all been a huge experiment, an ongoing, developm.

evolution continued^w4&

experiment with endlessyesults/most of themgood enough so Hut

God leam^God learns.- And so God invests himself oi let wj in

all sorts of creatures en route. Not only animals but flora a- we it.

JML: So the creation of the soul was not^historic event
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NM Who knows? It could have been./fhe Bible seems i» Im...

iron authenticity of the Old Testament and the New Testament

Th^were betfrwritten by committee. The Old Testament v as.

people who wrote the New Testament wcrefnne scholars am
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te abs i ■

map of our/miverse is comparable to

In fact, oaee I started study-m^Hebrevv^afiddlie first s

a ^incept.

r-trrrrrrensely serious but they -wote committee

u —/T _____ i
-----sen I was-ereatedfmthe first three sentences of Genesis

Columbus had ^vhen he set out for the West. So fee idea tfrafW

that may or may not be true. May well be true. Which ispTc-. r- is

kwetvpie best remarks that had been made up to that point f--^-?rr’

41
the son of God. A»d they were.ferious

of Genesis—have we discussed that?
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JML: No.

and the earth." JJke|firstwoi’d of the Old Testament in He ■

NM: Well/you know: "Intlic beginning, God created the I h ■ s 

is "baraishit bortiud'-[sp???? CKJ.and "barnighit1' is od4

zWerd-in. classical Hebrew. The only place it exists in(the mu;-.

y
language is inj^first word of the Old Testament^ And ’bai.riic--

L r l4 ''>

•is^being." There are many interpretations of "bara^W 45u . ai e

U5 4 t

ay?
JJie-idearfhat there are there two species of existence from tn
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Goa moved upon the waters...

JML: "The breath of God upon the waters...

neshamak J'Neshama^' if I recall correctly, is gentle orea t

And "nefesh" is th# average breathe

the angry bread 

Wrefatcdr"Out^the^dtiTGo^reated-f lielirmaineiii art ' <. k

^0jod's presencednbreath^ .There's '^uach," "nefesh.

ruach" is the fie-ee hrt ath,

NM: It's not "breath of God" at all. The word |fs”"ruach in 

Lge, So^t^"

Cf ttc

.elassieal-Hebrew, And in classical Hebrew there are three sweeU-

ired over the waters." Sq the first semenId well-be- ,

/ 1/'41^' O ■ 1 1^,2—A £.1^1

Wie next sentence? 'The b- rn )wTiTtgxrth^^
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the firmament below. And'Wnerce breath roared over m

waters."

JML: Much different.

NM: Muehrdifferenk TotattyMifferent. And-s+uee I'm su>oic ) :•

Jf"** C*_-f (^h&*A»ir-4*aS-<

of committees Jtmiigbidte-they-wanted—you knnw^fhes were

/■<***’

•^making^poriftes-eftd/pastel candies for people from rhe wore g :

<r-JM-]^rTTdveyuu ever talked abont-thre-irattslation with m-wi^- ■,

[NM: Ybti-know my work as~wuti~as»ftfiyoa^ It's in nw v\crk. 11'5 ■ 1\ I
I Ancient EVspings. Some of the Egyptians are talking ab > n thus ’ /

Hebrews. I’ve read aboutitweral places, [tape and >■

again]
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|/>

JML: We've spoken a bit about technology. I'd like to i

basic level^which ynp'yp kd iifi down tn, perhapc -mi pihut

"One; the simplistie

nTorerto-fMhan-tibat—the-deadening effectr~Btrt/^ost of hi. maud >

sees it as a way to free us from dru
<71

dgery^iviftg^sieisure rim

read and think and travel, so forth. Why shouldn'- a l-c >et i

on balance—on balance—I understand all the bad things about ■ • -

but why shouldn't technology be seen as largely salutan is

technology inherently evil or is it just misused? Misused w the
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devil or misused by God? Is it inherently evil or is n someu > j

God lost control of? Or the devil appropriated?

NM: I think God lost control of it. I have four words to descnou

technology which I've used several times now: more powc ■ ies-.

pleasure. I think there's no getting around it: we can't prete id

4hw^morc pleasure^rom technology. Il tends to crimp o

senses J^reduce us to people who can live in a closed

environment. The oxtensitrns wo get from it—.

The real-argument is; i-s-h-worih it?- My notion vs .

sentimental notion, doubtless, but-it's that God wouici nave.

preferred us to be able to do the things we can do througl

technology threugb'ourspirit. In other words, instead of h i my
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organized marvelous dramas Avecould ea®h create/The uh"

television, we could tmWinto our dream life and have

i,-fit1 } 4^
/

to have my mind reach yours. We all have small mTimatiomV

aim was for every human being to be immensely creative.

of th at. It seems to me theyh^e

As a specific example, I now use hearing aids and f can'i het 

without them, most of the time, not with most people But n >\ r > •

h^ari^^efe-i^s^^^^ts^-My-sense■ef-Jieariag-gel| innc am

more reduced themwreXuse my hearing aids. So I think 

technology tends to curtail our possibilities ultimately--
T

« ,-e .



FROM InM FAX NO. :5084872136

theology speculation tape 4 , transcript. 8/20/04

Afld^ter all, the great strides that were^finadFin lechiii Lg 

didn't-eomc from thcse-gencrationsr-they came from pre' io i 

generations. Maxwell discovered some of the differences bt we. n

elec tricity and magnetism. Farraday—some of the great sck niis ;

of the 19th century took imaginative, metaphorical leaps to n rod tec

the beginnings of technology. Nqw we're down to tr series- 

au^tesHubos. Abraham Lincoln and Winston Churchil' didn 

have to study previous speeches to come up with the Getty dnir-

Address aad< "T have nothing to offer you but blood, sweat r >i , a i 

tears—" They came out of a past that depended on (human l>ein g s

* 4-^ -/e>

marvelous solutions pO^incredm
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lenow anyone~wHcTh&r-a computer who does ■ ■ al •

about the glitches.

JML: B-ut I don't scc-^-feok, the first person to use a whet ; ti.u.,r 

the drudgery of dragging things—they must have tell grea 

pleasure. I don't see—

NM: Wait a moment, wait a-momeat—look-, faekT look. I- ere . r :

crucial turning points^xmeial faming points in the advent > » &■

shape tb» finsfaou-gh-whed,

comprehend, they came out of the earth. Then people beg-m ..

learn how to smelt ore. Dangerous business, tricky bin t i a
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—make metal^nit of melting-erf^ waysficTget fire to melt th

gebrteg aneyseparate the slag from the molten metal, /k&e /lie. i c i

Age began.

I say there's a profound difference between earn

technology and later technology. Early technology.. whitdH- sav

-werrtteigbt through to the 19th century, consisted of dealing v> n i

ver/powerful and explosive elements in nature and mastering

but they were exciting. ButlUw Raveling on airplanes ■

/a>
them, so there was a-e§Se*^xcitement^4ftJ£here-AM^Mii.i

excitementyt^the/tfamwlien it was developed—people i

travel on teains. They might be unoomfertabte, k cou'id si leii Di d.

disagreeable. Everyone thought it'd be immensely excim-. ->i; t
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isn't. It's reductive. You don't feel like a voyager,.

piece of packaged goods. ^4«4ha4-^eus«J2s'£iectronics ify4fo5„u±i

/great divide—the watershed between what I would call goo<

technology and bad. Because no one knows what electronic • is (

defy a fifte-physicist to teti-^rre^hat electronics is-aU-abcaiL .

JML: So that's the pivot point, then? That's when technolog'

jfottyknow what electricity is. l^-a-cuixetu. A current ol

l^s^sTte ability to-gcncratc any pleasure, or satisfaciioiisand

becomes a miserable activity7?
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N1VI: Waft' if y ent want to take it-that-far. Obviously, ce.t-m]

JM^But when you were a boy, the radio—you must rem mb; r

utthen, they may tarnpeople really enjoy their techno]

in a state ofjfflsery without knowing it.

The crystal set and all that.

■cas btiiW-axomptrtefy^w?-abu-veW] Even then, you had t'
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did model airplanes bdeanse'thex u .acuum tubes.

of balsa with glue. Then plastic came along. In my chihil <»c>e

plastic was not common, Bakelite was the nearest you go re t

plastnjL. Now plastic is omnipresent. And it’s inert It doesn't Im j g

on any sense of the uncanny. M spelt

yerrse of tmyllun-^ <

—©xisicncor-Aftd I'm just paranoid enough to believe it's tin de\ il

— 57
i-a-scn it.

who loves plastic because it's going to Ghoke-Gedk-tmu;^.' +U* -

deaden God's sensibilites before it's all over. God won t h • able

get to us through shields of plastic. About the time. oh. ihittv < u s

ago/women began to start wearing-plastic clothing the st n ft



FROM InM FAX NO. : 508-1372136

theology speculation tape 4 , transcript, 8/20/04

stank, you remember, the awful smell of plastic clothesieg; i t

think thisjnay be the point where w^r^-kudng-the ballgarm '-k-tt •

t^t*—

4s-the bad inmrrgr (re < c-<~t s

ft Caj&C'

JML: Very good. My last question: Great religious ideas aau

great followings and they last for millennia-—some do lade 

dotflie, but the greates g> last for millennia. And I'm assn nn g

there's a reason for that. Your faith in the theological and

intellectual efficacy of your system is very strong, verj p, •iverli 1

I've observed it for many years and it's deep-rooted inside v _n 3 i

you have also said your system is not going to be adopted ■. .. m '

other people.

NM: Not in a hurryf i^ot-in-a-hurry. No. ’ •• t<c
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JML: Does this bother you?

I I 3M E4

•5

NM: No. Because years agcrtuscd to be ■■ oh, I livedwiTh-rnfacj..

apdoition fop-my possibilitiesr-And so it was-possibltUfJJ^k.

developed these ideas when I was 30 or 40J^yfiiavc wanted

re It
become a great world leader. But that^not in my capacit- '*nd .

any validity to am ot

these ideas;-#it-take^rbot in-a^people to acgreat-e^iem men. y :

ecause I do bei ieve that i

world as we know it. One of them is technology and the omvi ;
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organized religion. Because I-think-organized, religion isa4u.

drives people into stupidity, It can take fee-brightest peeuu w I

feprive them of their ability^^feift^^ to look at

existence^ They're forever-trying to force their thought in n a

mo!d that may never have existed. And certainly doesn't exist

now. Aad>^iat drives people to extremes. i-oaxqxiinLio ■ >' n

president.1 Hu's (>bvioiislyHiteapabk-a£siibtle thinking. A.id v s>).

my-feeling is this rfrUgfan tlial'T linve entdd make far a henry.

snb-tlw-as-sHchT-Whcti-T-g^u^ ationsnvuh-iiei).;- ie

peoplc^with.it. I don't care to travel around the country-tp. mg. oy

with.it
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«+Htp—tl isn't dial I woifVbrmg it up. If we do errotigh nt n<v- -

Interviews and they're gotrd enough, we-ean prinHTas-a-h:wh-iH <i -

see-whet happens. But my feeling is tliat itte-down thermtd- v<n * ,

'?" That might be interesting. unchart< d grot nd

re might have seme fun with it

JML: TJiawnight be a. good way to dutch i Rd k I think we’ve

moved through almost every. area<^oiTwanted to talk abcn.i

NV: That-would-be thedast one-^iheJast lecture-. Wy - .
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JML: T think what you said before—God learns. That

r^< d>/

<ewompassii^4he-stat®ffiefrt^9i^lHhezco’iversations. J? < r '"I j c

■elates back to that. Itl^jhe answer-aHhe enduaLeyai^^ao

NM: God learns.

IM'S: I like 7 i-t
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JMI: I want to begin by talking about saints. In most relnm

they play a tremendous role. They intercede for lesser human

they give witness to God's greatness, they arc models lor humani;

J^/tlteir ability to withstand suffering. Indeed, some of then

suffering is self-imposed. Do you see saints in the same a

the /raditional religion^ddd7

NM: You reach me on my weak point. I don't know that i hm e 

much to say on the subject. It does make sense to me that the’c

wouid be certain people whom God would feelXiTose 1c.
'~d'

/he subtext to such a remark is that God may^not feel equally ne i

to each one of us. A :iei all

the devil is always doing is best to obfuscate the divine ' eniwe. t > 

muddy God's vision of us. Most human beings are bv mw 

complex mixture of good and evil. They’re devil-infested. ihc/ <

us.God-illumined. Most of us are both and so it's not easv io read 
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Jit U 5PM

What characterizes humanity today is that very few >t ..is e' ge .

message directly from God or the devil. (Of course man

hysterics receive several messages a day,) Ear most of ns

however, we-livc iiffi subtle smudge^ our senses. W e IN; n a

complex and contradictory environment—sensualh speaking.

theologically speaking, spiritually speaking, we're not as near io

ultimates as we may have been a few centuries ago

Now there are people who succeed, one way or anothe1. of

divesting themselves of most of the devil. It's hard fot me

believe, however, that a saint can exist with nothing ot the Satan c

still residing in him or her. I have to assume that saints are

relatively pure (at least after they have ^ktene^Tthemselves r I n

notion that they are absolutely pure—well, given my tempeiame u

J find that concept near to offensive. It begs too man\ quest 101 is -

It it akes^e very thing too eas^^BecauseriTa^saintls perfect, why He

hell do they fail so often? Does the devil overtake:/ them ' Or - ..et

me advance an essentially medieval argument^-~is the saint s> 
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good that the devil has to use extraordinary and exhausting ertcn ;

to defeat him or her, and so the saint serves God's out oom 

jhercbyyhe saint is happy too.

JML: But all saints are not defeated.

NM Give me an example of some triumphant saint-sr

JML: Saint Peter.

NM: Saint Peter was a mess! He deserted Christ three times.

JMI,: But then he redeemed himself and started Christian tlx

NM: Yes, and Christianity may still be laboring under the fact tl ai

it was Peter ^vho commenced it. ^Yotfvc got a three 'times

treacherous associatedhere. . . )

JMIhere are odter^miTfs^ .

NM: 1 wSn't say that people can't repent, that they can't rest on 

their spirit back to something finer, but nonetheless renegades

to remain under suspicion.

JML: That, in a way, brings me to my next question. Yom- god 

and your devil are limited, 1 assume—
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NM: Not limited but finite. Certainly not infinite.

.TML : I assume that human perfection is truly impossible mi \ m

as you just said. If there were a human being who was all g< a

she or he would be better than God. And if we found an abs> >lut< 1

perfect human being, your theology would be hard-pressed t >

account for that person.

NM: I don't think I'm in any danger of having my lheologj. sue]

as ii is, overthrown by that premise. Of course, there will no er >e

a perfect human being. It's not in the range of our thinking I'm

going so far as to say there's no such thing as a perfect div in ity.

The nature of the universe is provisional, existential, certainly n >.

finally determined. That is at the core of everything I preseir In rt.

The divine future is as open as our own.

JML: Ergo, there can never be a perfect human being

NM: We don't need reasoning to justify that conclusion

JML: 1 can admit that Saint Peter was not perfect But think y st.

Francis of Assisi.. .
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Yes, he's perfect in a beautiful way that took .-ar1.

great many animals, and thereby brought us a little more int<-

sympathy with creatures who often feel more life than oursei > e-

but J don't know that he improved human nature particular’} r <

even by his fine example. I'm asking, rather, about the kind •)!

saints who are trying to change human nature, and almost alvm :

end up as martyrs. Indeed, the way they become saints is that t.ht\

were martyrs first.

JML: The one way we know a saint is a saint, at least in

Christianity, is that they were martyred. St. Steven was man. > red

St. Sebastian was martyred...

But you mentioned animals. To shift for a moment how far

down does the chain of being—or, if you will—the war betweei

god and the devil manifest itself?

NM: I have no idea.

TML: You said that dogs have souls.

NM: Yes.
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JML: Then 1 assume both sides have enlisted them V\ hai ahi t 

the other animals? Are you ready to say that some are on O d •

side'.’ Are the eagles and the doves? The vultures and the snakes ?

NM For me to speak with^resumptw^authority on these n atte s

is comic. I wouldfratherjrel^ on the sort of instinctive verdicts th n

humans come up with after centuries of dealing with certain

problems. For instance, my belief inpSod and^eviT comes t< a

good extent from the fact that the majority of people, through all o :

recorded time, have believed in both evil spirits and good one'- a k,

finally, in a god and a devil^whh^arigeIs and demons It the

majority- believe that, one has to pay a certain attention. One car'

get so puffed up with our modern egotism that we scorn

All right then. By that rule of thumb, I might sav dogs en I 

to be closer to God than cats. Dogs have loyalty, the) have 

affection, they exhibit the need to love, whereas cats strike ne 

often as creatures of the devil. Now, mind you—the} were all 
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created by God. It's just that the devil may have preempted s<u e

of those creations easier (han others.

JML : Snakes and crocodiles and. ..

NM. If s-fSteH? beyond me. I'm an ignorant man concern ing 

animals. If I knew more about their positive functions. I could talk 

about snakes and crocodiles, but I confess^ abysmal 

incompetence at declaring wfhat(tHepositive functions of roads

rats, cockroaches, lice might,b&.

JML: Arc there parts of existence in your view that are uncutnn ;d 

by either side? I'm thinking of microbes, uninhabited planers the

bottom of the Pacific Ocean, neutral territory, so to speak, that ( rd

and the devil have not contested. Or is everything polarized'

NM: I'd say it's more a matter of divine investment in parr, and b

ful. In other words, I keep going back to the notion ihat G id if 

noi all-powerful but the Creator. So in the course of evolving

certain creatures, their future possibilities were directly interesting

to God, were pursued further. Other elements ma\ have been t icd 
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as interesting possibilities for the future. And so, very often i cy

live 'elatively unchanged for millennia, for aeons. When vi u n =

to such matters as bacteria, where my knowledge is dose m . -> a ik

slate, I would venture the guess that these may have been * nt adl y

passive experiments by God. Yes, I made it, but it seems new

arouse My first interest! Or, does the devil dip his toe inn du

water to churn up some particularly evil bacteria? C ounter b - lha

I have to add that I hardly subscribe to the modern notion hat .ill 

disease is evil, and is to be eradicated at all cost, so that u e can a 1 

rcbiPthr-

other. Deatngreat a test and as great an adventure as id

Just as we cannotjof an existence where there is only-daylight and

never night, so I can't comprehend ^life without death ae4-
7 ££&■> 1.

all, or most of us, or some of us ack aga r

go in and come out. I will say that I don't have the remotest clue " 

live for centuries and populate the globe with ten trillion people,,

Cite and death, I will repeat, do have an intimate relation to each 4 

what we may become in our next existence. It's possible, it'- 
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perfectly possible, that some or all of us have to descend to tl.-.

bacteriological level and return from there. My guess is its » ■<

that elaborate a chain of reincarnation for that -

jne^sCofhpTex universe in the after-life^TwouITrather assunu

there's a purpose for-everything, including the agents that tent io
\ <=» ,?'^r  

infect usbandTctttrisSnm^^ w id
' £.4^2?-*^ [f> ‘"'C-* /J?

whieh God experiments as fully a&^&d-^^ewnee^vTrth rhe

development of human and animal life. In that sense, life ano

death are counterparts of the same ongoing existence.

J ML: Yang and yin. Interpenetrating. /
r

NM: OK__—------- --------------------

JML: You've talked a Jot about the moment of death and the star 

of mind one is in at the moment of death—this follows.. I flunk

from what you just said. Peace of mind, I think, is important to

many religions—peace of mind at death, none more so than

Catholicism. Which actually has a sacrament called F xn emc

Unction ^\4LtjGX3JiZJM^ now called "Sacrament ot the s vk" 
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which was created by the Church to givc t< pe:>p 11 it

the moment of death.

NM How did the Church arrive at this confidence in us ?

JML: Well, over millennia, the Church created seven sacrament!

And the last one is Extreme Unction. I can't tell you which Faih ;i

of the Church came up with the theology of it, but there is a sens.

of the Church reaching out to the individual at the moment of de U

and applying all of its powers to giving that person peace of mm .

as they passed over.

NM: Or, at least, giving them a belief in peace of mind. .

JML: From the Church's point of view, Extreme Unction works- -

and I've seen people receive it—and you know, it does give den

tremendous peace of mind.

NM: I can believe it's effective^(Certainly for devout Catholics, ii

would be. Let me tell you a small story about a dear friend et

mine, Eddie Bonetti, who was dying of cancer. (^4 I spoke io him 
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a day before he went. He was a marvelous fellow and yon i <e

from the conversation what Eis positive quality vvctw

We were talking on the phone and he knew death w <\fdos;

At a given moment, T said to him, "Eddie, are you scared " Ik

said, "Yeah, Norman, 1 am."

I said, "Eddie, it seems to me you have less reason re bt

afraid titan anyone I know. Because you're the loyalest guy ■ t e

ever met. You never turned your back on a friend no martci ho a

much it cost you. I really can't believe that something bad is

waiting for you."

He said, "You really believe that, Norman?"

1 said, "I think so, I really do." -

^A&Ekthe woman he was living with at the time told mt te lid

die later that day with a smile. Which pleased me^iwr-'

because I loved the guy and if! was any use to him then we I. J n.

templed, naturally, to hope that my words had a little to do with 1 is 

peace.
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So, yes, I can believe that Extreme Unction t , omNe ■„
for some. I will say l/^unkm^ a human creation rathe) than i

divi te fact. There were no miracles announcing ii no reveiatm i

from God. This was a human attempt, if you will, to undeisiand

how God's mind works. Now' it was brought into being as i

sacrament, which is to say it had powerful backing, huge culture

much tradition, many decisions, synods debating over it. coming

up with their sacraments one by one, developing them, using ■ he-'.

keeping the ones that worked best.

So, ah right, yes, I can believe Extreme Unction is there fo. t

devout Catholic. It might not w'ork for someone like myseli I f

someone came in and said, "You're going to die in peace,” I d

probably say, "Let me go, If you don't mind, I'll fine-tune inv <. v n

end—you don't need to do it for me."

Certain theologians would say, "Well, this is vanitv This i;

prec isely why you're not going to have a good end ' And m> 

feel ng is, "Hey, pal, it's open. None of us know. Ii doesn'i matt:: 
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how much tradition is behind it. Tradition suggests there may v '

be something powerful behind it, but can hardly(iC-Oertainh’ io 

for every human case."

JML: Why is the state of mind at death so yeiy importani le < ot ?

NM: Because I think it's z '

JJM3z7fc&&wh»t? Eve^body has abad day. Youcould happen f 

have a bad day on the day you die.

NM: No, no—whenever you have a bad day, there s a lot o ea on

for the bad day. T can give you 20 causes for an ugly hour St >n e

are serious, some are passing. But, no, I won't let vol hide oehi id

the notion of a bad day.

JML: But there are also days when we have false euphoria W<

can feel good for no accountable reason and then the next das :• ay,

"Why did I feel so good? I still have all these problems '

NM: Whenever we have an emotion we can't account for good or 

bad, I expect that the root is karmic. That may be the only

visitation we receive from previous lives. By the lav s of the g: me, 



FROM :nM FAX HO. :5084872136 3PM FL-

theok gy speculation tape 4, revision 1, 8726/04 4

which may well be basic and necessary, we can't know u h v. e

weie and where we were in previous lives. Nonetheless, mie / if

and unaccountable emotions can come from one's karmic p; >

But I'm not answering your question. 1 think at the momen

we die, we are the sum of all the good and bad we've done, all tl e

courage and cowardice we've exercised. And so, for exampie if v e

die with a desire to be reborn, I think it means a great dea;. t > < i< d

If x on will, it's almost like we reach into a litter to select a pun, md

the one who catches our eye, we choose to take home I. sing ih n

crude analogy, I think if we die—Eliot's wonderful line, "not W'th

a bang but a whimper"—which parenthetically obsessed EI ct

Eliot's writing is so often based on how we meet our deal b I j on

approach his poetry with that in mind, The Wasteland becomes t

study of people who don't have a clue how to perish. Ano .er i .s

so important to be ready. After all, that is the one situation we

can't simulate, can't preempt. We can pretend to a huge nuinbe >f

emotions in our lives, we may well spend three-quarters al our
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lives acting, being what we are not. I would go so lai is i.> «av t ;■ ;

one of the reasons people get married is so they can be du m w j s

just a bit. They don't have to present a face to the worsd Fcuole

who live alone arc always so obliged once they leave then room.

They have to depend so much upon the opinion of others

So, 1 would say that at the moment when one is close: n»

death, that is, if one knows one's going to die, there can be a tkript-

for another life, or a yearning toward peace or—-and this is the

worst condition—a wish to pass away in stupor. The largest m g ;

of the soul becomes, "1 don't want to feel pain, let me feel nothin g

I will accept nothingness." These are all choices, 1 would sa\

And really, suppose you're on high, looking people cwei.

wondering which ones you'll refashion. Suppose there’s a

particular human being God is most interested in, but at the °ast

moment that person is pleading for stupor. God says, 'De 1 real] v

want to go through this again? This person is, finally, a great

disappointment."
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You see, T believe our final judgment in this life is gn it I j

the form of our rebirth. I believe we've spoken of this befwi. ] : :

only divine judgment we receive is our placement n die ie< i::

Often(ciecision may be, "No. No need ^TbFrefiorn. (iff the

board." True death. End of existence. So if you have no des re t

live again, that could be determinative.

JML: I want to explore this more. A nurse told me this recertl > a

nurse who was a hospice nurse, who cared for the dying three

times a week she went through this, and she had great

experience—told me that the end, often, because people w ere

taking drugs, they'd be on morphine to cut the pain, and then

personality, as she put it, "dissolves." That they were In e hey

were functioning, but their soul was already gone. And so. for

them, the death was before they died—the body was still breath ng,

the automatic systems were working but—but indeed the peopl; I

have seen die, they revert to powerful impulses, powerful ata vis k

impulses. The desire to keep oneself clean—they get on the roi er
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when they're dying. The desire to remember one's morin t .■!

grandmother. Or when someone touches you, the desire i< -ac i

out—afraid you're going to be violated when you're lying on . c r

bed. And I've seen that, the few deaths I've seen.

So people don't ordinarily die in moments ot clarity like

Eddie Bonetti, presumably thinking happy thoughts, ready i<: di

and ready to choose a new life. A lot of time when they die rhe >

don't know who they are.

NM: I can't answer that. The real question is when do y<>u die

spiritually? You can pass away spiritually an hour. a day a moi th

or five years before your death. That may be when the question ? f

rebirth is considered and decided. I think as a harsh, praciicai

matter, the closer your soul can remain intact up to the exiincnoi

of your body, the finer candidate you are for reincarnation. I ha s

just my notion.

JML: So risky,.. You mean someone who really wants to m.

reborn but goes into a coma loses their shot?
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NM: Look, the soul can fight the body right down io the - er> e i ..

The soul can say, "all right, I don't feel anything in tn legs anv

more. Nothing in my fingers. I can't find my thoughts, bin I i<n »■ /

wh.it I want. That way is more life. I want to be reborn dr. t<

tlie contrary, the soul can feci it isn't worth it. "Let the bode l av ••

its day. I've abused this body all my life, it's now demanding .1

cruel payment and I'm bankrupt..."

But I do think that the soul—taking this intelligence from

your lady at the hospice—if the soul leaves a week 01 twi ■ oel'or

the body, I think, speaking in terms of the transmigration of s >u] 4

it could make for a complex travel schedule. You know, I. ha. e

this feeling—so many talk about death as a vision: There $ this

wonderful white light, and relatives come out to meet vou 1 in a

touch dubious about that. For some people, yes. Tiiey were dos.e

to their relatives and their relatives do come out.

But there's an awful lot of spirit travel involved. Flic

logistics of the hereafter interest me because God's energies as I
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see it. are immense but, to repeat, not infinite. So there are i s >• :s

of procedures to be followed after you die. Economic proenh r *■

if you will, involving the energies available to the^ereairer l j my

be much more complex and less adaptable than we assume, rhe

more flaming religions, the ones that promise even thing in iIk

■hereafter, bring out my cynicism (which I consider my shield

agamst wishful thinking). Often, I expect, in the immediate hou s

or days after our death there can be long waits. You may hang

around in a vast hall—somewhat like the first day in the A th

when nobody knew what to do with you and you were waning t<

get assigned to some sort of temporary training platoon We can

talk about limbo a little later on if you wish. Limbo may be an

absolutely realistic station for most people when they die Thar; s

they hang around for quite a while.

JML: Limbo can be for years.

NM: Well, 1 don’t know. In the Catholic religion, there comci lx

an eternity to limbo, but I think it could also be a matter of div mt
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buieaucratic—dare I say it?—mismanagement. Because

buieaucratic mismanagement on earth—I don't-we knovv/wi

-uec^&sartly have to assume all tbaUAange^fnThehereaiier ik : ~

think angels are perfect any more than I believe demons arc locally

evil. 1 think the rarest condition in existence is absolute purity i-4—

-any variety living oi\ciiLbyLglacimJnija-stene^

If God is a Creator, then God cannot be absolutely pure

because creation consists in pail of improving upon one's errors

and offering less purchase to one's vices.

JML: What about people—we've all heard about people win■ di j

alte r living lives of greed and misery, they're rotten people.

detestable in every way, but at the last minute, the Iasi few wccl ;

they call in the priest, they get a seraphic smile on their face, they

have money, perhaps, they're surrounded by servants, and the1- g?

off into the ^ereafter feeling very good about themselves

Deluded, perhaps, about their ultimate worth, but nonetheless
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smiling, saying their prayers. They haven't gone to a chare •) r

done anything decent—

NM: Well, you're creating an imaginary7 person.

JML: There are people like that who die happy after living a

miserable life.

NM: Who says they died happy? They could be acting > tgln u.r til

the end.

JML: That's the moment you said you don't act.

NM': No. No. I said people who are serious about their deal-

don't act. They may be acting for others, but not before eternity

I'll give you an explanation why a truly rotten person can die

happy, which is they were so rotten in their previous existence. 1 it

life before this one, that this life, bad as it was, proved to be

spiritual improvement over the previous one. They die happv

because they feel, everything considered, considering how had

were their beginnings, and how absolutely loathesome the initial

impulses they were born withftEeyhave gotten better inner mo
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circumstances. We all know people who were total pricks -

-err-hr lives who mellow a little l$fat the end. That's antm-i^i- -

JML: But you said all the good and evil in one's life is summed .ip

in death. I'm thinking of those who are miserable people l or rh<

first 95% of their lives and then they're sweet old people at rhe

end—doesn't seem very just that they should have a happ> ieat .

You'd think somehow they should have a miserable death. W lu re's

the fairness in things?

NM: I think you're speaking too hypothetically. Speculations oc

the sort I go in for make me most uneasy when others indulge

themselves. I mean, this person you’re talking about as a novc j^t

I find him impossible to conceive in my head. People who arc

rotten all their lives rarely end up sweet at the end. If the\ do—

theie is such a thing as truly evil and ugly impulses wearing out

and burning out. Just as good people sour, ugly people can die i i a

moi e benign state. They've used up the ugliness in themseh e<
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They've been t^tt^Acqieople, hon'ible^te^ople, ano mayhi ,h <•,

feel a bit of contrition at the end. Your religion is based on ■ ha-

JML: Absolutely.

NM.: Between the stirrup and the ground. I've always found c

excessively sentimental and too easy: be evil all youi lite and a

you're falling from the horse, before your head is knocked • Tf y ur

body—

JM L: Say a perfect Act of Contrition!

NM: Yes! I've always found that extreme. And a tittle

convenient. The Catholic Church is not only a study in immens

human wisdom, but what applied skill h^has at maneuverIn^>M»-

thoughts around the tightest comers.

JML: It's thought of almost everything. It has an answei loi

almost everything, every issue.

You spoke a little bit about limbo but I don't recall ilia •. 01

said much about purgatory—as an idea, as a place, as a meiapho .
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Of course, it's a wonderful metaphor, we all use it Whai i- »i:

idea of purgatory as a metaphor?

NM: Well, as a metaphor—tell me, purgatory is a tempi > :a ;

station?

JML: It may last for a millennia, but it's temporan.

NM: I confess 1 don't begin to know these concepts as w ell at>-J

shptkl. Does limbo have any relation to purgatory ?

JML: No. Limbo is the place for those people on whom (i< »d c. n t

make a judgment. They died before they were baptized

something like-thaL.

NM: Absolutely meaningless and silly. When you get into that .

JML: 1 agree. The Church doesn't even talk about limbo ar y

more. They've almost dropped it as a concept. Bui purgatory .

NN: Now purgatory.. .yes.

JMM: Purgatory is not endless. There is an end to your suffering.

The amount of time you're there and what kind of suffering v >u
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have, according to the Catholic Church, would depend on . mu

your crimes were.

NM: 1 see purgatory in altogether different terms. The not ror i ai

if you suffer long enough you'll purge yourself—I don't set ar \

reason to have that in the hereafter. I would suggest instead that

being reborn takes care of purgatory. For some people, life :•»

indeed, purgatory. For a few people, life is heaven- they’re nappy

90% of the time. For some people, life is hell. I don’t think w.

need these other structures. I think we pay our debts through • >m

reincarnations. That makes much more sense to me than these

immensely wasteful places called heaven and hell where nobody

does anything, where nothing's brought back into the div inc

economy, people are just marking time.

I see God, if you will, as being Faustian, aiming to go further.

God is not satisfied with His or Her creation, God wants it all i >

become better. Therefore, wasteful procedure is anathema u> God.

So, 1 do see heaven, purgatory and hell, therefore, as wasteful
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procedures. Who can speak interestingly of heaven, ift< r ji

Slnw made the best single attempt and decided heaven o :i< -»or n >.

And there is always the uneasy little feeling that people • has 2 1 it

it could be like Club Med^Tgated community in Honda

(TEtfeV. divine hRnveti, a gated rnmrni.mhyl Whereas on earth, wt

HalfrvvHieavcn,-wc experience heaven. Wertitay^xpenenee -n/hw7

three, or four times in a long life, maybe for a minute. n< >rc. nit

we know what heaven is. There's a kind of luminousness ip the .

Most of us, unfortunately, come closest to heaven through drugs

But, all right—we know what it is.

We know what hell is. Hell can be as simple as has mg a t u

case of gout. Or a screamer of a drug trip.

JML: There's conscience...

NM: Purgatory, for me, is a sense of temporary bin immense

living conflict between one's temptations and one's responsiml t .

Wh 2ii we feel dread, we're not that far from purgatory W. feel

something very important could be taking place in our sou] hr \ r
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don't know what, and we're full of fear of taking the stei v\ t uc c

believe is demanded of us. Most men meet purgaton ir lc i s >

their personal courage. If they're afraid—if they're afraic ■ I

pitying football, putting on the pads and going out to pla> can ><.

pu 'gatory. Boxing can be purgatory. Skiing, if the trail is sice]

and narrow, and the mogals are formidable, can certain!} ?-tduc

you. Bungee-jumping can be purgatory—brief but intense Vlen —

now womei^are beginn ing to search for that purgatorv as we 11

used to be that women's purgatory was related to the terrors< >t

chi Idbirth. After all, in the Middle Ages, there was one chance n

ten a woman would die in childbirth. That was a true terror Oi e

hac to face ultimates to have a child.

JML: How Kixnbo and purgatory came about, if I'm remembeon c;

correctly, kuthe-thinking-oFGhristiunity-waMhey-began with

notions of heaven and hell borrowed from other religions because

^fhuj^w^^mcvreususligi^^ Then the struct iw < [

the church became more complex and people asked questions
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What if you've been bad but not so bad you should be conden r j..

to eternal hellfire—you've only been sort of bad- and th.: < inn ;

said, "you're right, we have a place for those people where hey

have modest suffering." Then people said, "what about people

outside the Church? We've been told they're condemned but wl at

if they haven't done anything evil? They died at 3 years old- a

wonderful little child but never baptized. .The Church said 1 v e

ha\ e a place for them too." So the Church was trying to cremt- -

I'm sure they would have created another place if the\ d hac o.

But ultimately, the Church began to see the folly ot limbo whut i

ridiculous idea for people to live in a big empty space forevet and

vision but otherwise

no positive pain but no positive joy [for JML-from-.J M^hrcrteel •

natural happiness" satdThe-Uafiimore-Catechisni. [tyo beaiifu

We talked about saints but 1 never got to my question .wot:

demons. I remember you told me some time ago you had ar

encounter with a demon. Or a succubus or—whatevei \ on want b
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ca 1 it, right here in a room you rented for a week one wnih >r

Ccmmercial Street in Provincetown. Would it be worthwh , (.

say anything about that experience?

NM: I weft^-get4nf©4L^ike, beeause it takes too long io tel md

there's no real point. 1 canfcgftaMftspeak of succubi and inc ub a

the abstract sense. I think they would be instillments ol rhe dev 1

and most useful. I only felt such a presence once m m\ 'de mid it

seemed to come out of nowhere, which is why I don’i rush to rai <

abc ut it because I don't understand why it was there Bm ’ call •

le creature fastened to m\ <.ne >1

h-about a poetess named

Mina Loy. Something like seventy or seventy-five years ago ;1 i

was in a small hotel^tlie Left Bank in Paris and one nig pi m n i

room, she felt this hideous oppression, this monstrous, intangibl

creature,^Tseemed ijoaa&^l^most alive and ^fastened-toTv-

chest. She lived in horror through the night and fethab^mabb -I

wretched in the morning; she went downstairs to drink some . > .f



FROM :nM FAX NO. :5084872136 i I' ’PM F3-I

thCi logy speculation tape 4 . revision 1, 8 '26/04 30

on the terrace of this little hotel she was staying at, just icr i n

street from the Seine. Alastair Crowley, the famous anc u r-i b t ;

magician, was there, a table or two away, and was talking ahot: a

man he detested who was also staying at the hotel And Crow k y

said, "You know, last night I sent an incubus to invade him • ct [

saw this morning -that-he looked perfectly all right I don I

understand it." Mina Loy's comment was, "Let no one say Masi a ir

Crowley has no powers. It's just that they're misdirected

**p
The story is amusing but it also establishes mv-ipfapai uv c

talk intelligently about incubi and succubi. I would just assume

they're tools of the devils and used rarely. It's possible God

employ^ them also to scare the very life out of certain people

whom God feels can use some shaking-up.

If you're sailing through seas you hardly comprehend, y o j

tend to hold to the few things you know about sailing So here,

I'm ready to drop my sails. These are confusing and uncharted

waters for me,
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JJV1L: Let me shift then to talk about wealth and poverh I'

listened to the last interview we did and you never addressee ih s at

all.

NM: Wealth and poverty?

JML: Wealth and poverty. Are they predetermined bv God as

kaimic agents? How much of wealth and poverty is a res nil <>l viat

God gives you when you're born and how much comes from rhe

accidents of the economic jungle?

NM: The poor believe they're going to be rewarded in the nest

life. The wealthy also believe—a good many of them at any rat > -

that they're going to be rewarded in the next life, lhe Egyptians.

for example, believed you had no chance whatsoever in rhe

hereafter unless you were truly wealthy. You had to he buried i i
such a way that you werejarepar^to ^avc/^hf6hgh the 

Uncierworld. The Egyptians believed that when you died vou had

to pass throughJjr^Ghderwor Id in order to reach their heaven. rhe

Elysian fields. And for that you needed all sorts ol protect ton
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Pr ests had to pray for you, amulets were sewn onto ' our buri a 

garments, you also needei irayers said by your relatives v > 

needed a tomb that would protect you from evil spirits v hen . o i

needed rest—you would go out /orjci . an.

then you'd come back to your tomb and^our spirit entered agaii 

into your embalmed mummy which rested, of course in \ our 

Sorietirne^you didn't. Rich Egyptians used to have a prayer ’*<)! ,

highly decorated casket. After some rest, you'djfQout into the

. ; '<* *
Wo er world again Finally, you made it through

Amon, do not let me die a second time in the Land of the Dead.'

The Egyptians believed that the second death was final I'he tin t 

was provisional if you were able to pass through the underworld

into the Elysian fields, you could live forever. So. for them, wealth

was crucial. A poor man without the protectionof priests amine's 

and a tomb had no chance at all. Which is why you-lw^that - 

ph^ttemenon of an early uMtiWirfflT-whe^^ \-e-ut. u ..

s&foistouc^fow&fobuHkei^isfab^^ torr
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T think that belief carries over. People who are absKTiK -u

might look with horror on rich people who ha^gold plaio .inc e

t^-setvhig^ti^s^br^ittTrcr. But^the ricKobviously believe in: t

the afterworld is structured to enal^e^gebpTe^wbo are i^eh-to-htA-g

e. Some rich

pec pie feel guilty. Late in life, they pursue philanthropy thev1 t

terrified of the hereafter. They know what they did to gei that

wealth and they are in terror.

Then the poor—some of whom are just bitter and ftiriou-—

fee] they were absolutely denied any kind of chance ai any

existence at all. They are very angry at God. You also have rhe

poor who believe that it's all right. I've lived a clean life, a gooc

life. I've raised my children, done my best, I've never despairec . nd

I'm going to go to a good place.

-We. have these-separate mrtto^^-aft^wc have an ongoing

question for those who believe in a Gonfttrnftne^aflcr death. At a

guess—my guess—I would think there's an ongoing negotiation
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be ween God and the devil over who travels where, m asMum i

tin t not only is God not all-powerful but the devil is not hi

conquering either. The two systems are in deep contest o'ith r

another. The devil, therefore, would not wish to be excluded

completely from the possibility of rebirth. The dex il might desi t

to have some of his rich people taken care of. Of course there ; re

rich people who are close to saintly, who manage to live a nl> ih nr

wealth in such a way that it hasn't corrupted them I think that s

rare—but it does occur, we've all known a few. Thej are lox

people sometimes. Not all rich people are awful, but a great mam

riel:, people are certainly in no shape to look at the eye oi the.

needle. Nonetheless, you can find a lively energy in some of tin

riel'. Some of them made their money, after all, through their (huge.

ene -gy. Not all people who gain power arrive just through loul

meins.

So, the hereafter is a complex matter as seen by and (or the

rich. I expect God to be perfectly willing to discriminate ( eria r
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of the rich, yes, absolutely, let's send them out to be bum .ig.j i

Thsy're interesting.

JML: Are you saying that God will endow some to he bom i

into great wealth? Or into poverty?

NM: Yes. Why not? It's a species of testing. People who wci

born in rich and favrable circumstances in one life and grew

spoiled and had lives that were disappointing might be reborn n

poor people. Others who were poor never got it through rht-ii

heads that they were deprived. They have a touch of arisux mij

innate in them. And there are rich people who have the modest) • >f

poor people. 1 think you find that all the time—these are not omy

spiritual tests but can be your spiritual hereafter. One function c f

reincarnation is to give God further insights into the people He or

She is dealing with. I go back to the fundamental premise: God

does not understand us completely any more than we understand

our children. We can know them quite well in terms of their habip

and attitudes, but we certainly don't understand them in all uay s
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So God wants to know more about His Creation, and the de ■ ,

many times, is attempting precisely to muck up such clarity

JML; 1 don't have any disputes on the individual level, bin r e i i

think of that phrase of Adam Smith's, "the wealth of natii ms. th e

are some peoples, some nations, who have lived in terrible, terri ole

misery. Take one nation 1 know a little about, the Irish i'oi Y)i',

60( years they lived under British wealth and power and now t

see ns almost just that the Irish are richer than the English.

NM: Are they? I didn't know that.

JML: Yes. They have surpassed them. In per capita income nc

the Irish passed the British—they're the wealthiest nation in me

European Union.

"NM: I'll give you another example. For a thousand y cars and

more, the Jews lived in the ghetto. They weren't allow ed io hun or

fish or farm in most parts, they were allowed to be money -lende s

or i in-keepers or own shops in their own communities So whai

did they do? They gave everything they had to their^emmis.
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wculd say that the results got into the gene stream -those gl-ctl )

t i • i •Jews put their emphasis on learning and^fitelligence beeaust th ■..

ow ti books, particularly the Talmud, -was still open to them

JML: If you look at all the plusses and minuses of al! the

nat ons—great wealth in some and great poverty in others- hov

does that mesh in with the individual decisions God and the dev I

express with reincarnation? It seems God may have to give i,p ;

whole country or a whole nation or whole race of people loi Ion

periods.

NM: I don't want to get carried away with understanding (md's

motives. I'm looking to find a few general principles

JML: You're looking at individuals. I'm asking you to look at it

from a national point of view.

NM: That means first, you have to believe in races I do. to .

certain extent. It's completely incorrect these days to talk about

such matters, but I think no, the very' mixture of climate and

language through many centuries does produce one kind -I perm n
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as opposed to another. That may now be part of God s in teres :

us is individuals. "Will this particular man or woman tun mi

better or worse than I think he or she will?" God's also mlerott c

in iaces—how will they turn out?

JML: In nations.

NM: Yes. And also in nations—which, obvioush are nor race .

Far more complicated.

JML: God must be thinking a lot about China, with one billion

people...

NM.: God must be wondering if China is going to take over the

woi Id. God learns from that. I keep coming back to my

fundamental mnemonic God learns. This is why I'm so opposi d

to those religionjwhich assume that God knows everything, so g.-i

down on your knees as fast as you can.

JML: Last time we spoke^you -gomteevolution^ .Arwe-pemt-

you said that God was learning about evokttiou as He went alo it..

NM: Yes. God learns.
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JML: Then in those early periods of time, with slime covering e

oceans when land had just been created, you indicated mat1 i

was in the slime of early creation, yes, in there evoh mg with

everything else. Yet you also said with great assurance thai < m.j i<

the creator of the world and the solar system. 1 was ha\ mg .rouble

reconciling God in the slime and God as the creator

NM: 1 lean to the notion^jod is the Creator—or, what's :he w <-i d

I 'm looking for—the factotum of the solar system. 1 he notion that

Got is something we can conceive in unified form is -I dor

necessarily adhere to that. Suppose God is the lord of the -la-

system but at the same time, had to learn how to develop the

system from the slime on up. Most people, myself included. turn c

no great trouble believing Jesus was the son of God- but God vs as

many things and looked to become more and He searched ar.d i it

learned. God learned.

JMI Yes, but when did God put the souls into creation?
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NM: Why would I know? Our understanding has to bet. .inn a r>• 5

at this point. How much of God is in every house fly Some i; ;.

perl laps. Something.

JM.L: The soul is special...

NM: You have to conceive of God as being ... How to put 1 ?

Immensely differentiated. So that the life we see in a fly those

wonderful moves, yes, that came from the Creator. He gave 1 ha .0

the fly. Did He give the fly a conscience? Did He give the fly t

sense of proportion? Probably not. The key to the notion is t nal ii s

all been a huge experiment, an ongoing, developing experiment

with countless results, good and bad, but most of them were go< d

enough so that evolution continued despite its failures. 1 >od lea ms,

God learns. And so God invests Himself or Herself 111 all sons >1

creatures en route. Not only animals but flora as well.

JML: So the creation of the soul was not an historic event

NM: Who knows? It could have been a moment in tunc 1'he

Bible seems to think so. Now, I do believe in the existence -I I u.
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soul but I don't subscribe to the iron authenticity of the Old

Testament and the New Testament, Both were written by

committee. The Old Testament was put together over a long

period by a series of very talented committees, much more talent

than the latter-day Bible-builders who composed the Nev

Testament. On the other hand, the people who wrote the Nev

Test ament were also i^e=schekH:s-and4hey-w€«^ fami I iar v 11 b i h :

best remarks that had been made up to that point in the Old

Testament and by many a sage, prophet, and mystic, and thee <s -h

them. They were also attached to a concept that may or max not be

true. Which is that Jesus was the son of God. Thex were senou

about that, but they were still a committee. So, as literary works

the Old Testament has some faults, and the New Testament a go >d

many. To accept them, therefore, as the absolute map of < >m

spiritual universe is comparable to using the kind of charts

Christopher Columbus had before him when he set out for rm.
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West. S^tWidea of the Beginning as presented in the first thief

sentences of Genesis is a false concept.

In fact, I studied Classical Hebrew at one time and the 1 rsl

sentence of Genesis—have we discussed that?

JML: No.

NM: Well, as you know, "in the beginning, God created the

heavens and the earth." Or so it goes in English. Actually. ths int

word of the Old Testament—in Hebrew—-is most singular The

only place it exists in all of the language is in that first u ord op i he

Old Testament, "barashith," and the secondfjs"bora." There an

many interpretations of "barashith" but I came up with "out of the

pits. .or "out of the depths.."Bora" is "being" or creating

So the first two words say, "being becoming," or "being comm!

out of the pits." The next words are not "the heavens and the

earth," but "the firmament above" and "the firmament beiow‘ i $('fo

declare that there are two species of Existence from die ‘
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commencement. And then the next sentence? "The bieai li ■ ■: r i

moved upon the waters.. .

JML: "The breath of God dpon the waters...

NM: ft's not '(breath of God"fca£aM. The word used here Iw-frrezrR

is 'Tuach." In Classical Hebrew there are three varieties of bread i j

neshamah.” "Neshamah," if! recall correctly, is the gentle brei

Ruac.h" is the fierce breath, th<

angry breath, God's rage. So the line really says, "and the rage

roared over the waters." So to go back, the first two sentences c in -1

JML: Much different.

assrme they are looking to make paatej-eandiemor people train the

be translated as sentence ootdd welLhe translated.

iuiconibig^it of the pits. God created the firmament abov e and he

FAX NO. :508487213b 5PM F4-.

signify God's presence. There's "ruach," "nefesh," and

firmament below. And God's fierce breath roared over the wue s "

NM: Altogether different. I'm suspicious of committees I abv o s

wo:d go.
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JML: We've spoken a bit about technology. I'd like to go bw.:

a basic level. Most of humanity sees it as a way to free u>. I r< >m.

drudgery, and give us leisure lime to read and think and trav e s >

fort i. Why shouldn't it be seen on balance—on balance j

understand all the bad tilings about it—but why shouldn't

technology be seen as largely salutary? Is technology inherent y

evil or is it just misused? Misused by the devil or misused b\

God? Is it inherently evil or is it something God lost control of?

Or the devil appropriated?

NIVJ: I think God lost control of it. I have four words to describe

technology which I've used several times now: jnore power >es

pleasure. I think there's no getting around it: we can t pretend

more pleasure comes to us from technology. It tends io crimp i u

senses and reduce us to people who caadive in a closed

environment. My notion—it's a sentimental notion, doubtless, i

that God would have preferred us to be able to do the thmg> w e

can do through technology by means of our spirit. In other v\ on is.
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instead of having television, we could reach into our dream • i red

enjoy organized and marvelous dramas that we could create n>-

oui selves or send by telepathy to our friends. The ultimate a m

was for every human being to be immensely creative. Ani^psycluc

SQ_;,hat we would not have needed electronic communication/ I ' I

wanted to talk to you, I would be^aBleTohave my mind reach

yours. We^Phave small intimations of that. It seems to mt >uc i

mental powers become more reduced with every advance m

teclinology.

As a specific example, 1 now use hearing aids and 1 canh hi ai

without them, most of the time, not with most people. Bur rm

remaining ability to hear gets more and more reduced by using r y

hearing aids. So I think technology tends to curtail our ‘

pos Abilities and accelerate our dependenciesliT'f/

‘ p we'-t
After all, the great strides that have been made in t-eehmr+v^v

P ______ _______ _________________________________________________ ~~~

-eame^rorr/previousgenerations. Maxwelldiscoveretjj^uc or he
differences between electricity and magneti^n^Farrada\ >. une

/ (
V-
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of he great scientists of the 19th century took imaginati v;.

metaphorical leaps to produce the beginnings of technology

Abraham Lincoln and Winston Churchill didn't have 10 study

previous speeches to come up with the Gettysburg Address 01 "

hax e nothing to offer you but blood, sweat, toil, and tears—

They came out of a past that depended on independent human

beings rising up to marvelous solutions at incredible moment

They were not dependent on curious machines they did not real] v

understand

As a small example, I don't know anyone with a comparer

who doesn't talk about the glitches.

JM y. Look, the first person to use a wheel after the drudgery ol

dragging things—they must have felt great pleasure. ! don't i-ee -

NV: Wait a moment, there are. crucial turning points in the -kivi ni

of modem technology. The center of all that now is electron

Whereas the first wheel was made of wood, and sharp stones \\ e v

used to shape it. These were things people could comprehend t a. /
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came out of the earth. Then people began to learn how > smcl

ore. Dangerous business, tricky, but they found the mean" ■ g 1

fire to melt the ore and so could separate the slag from thmolt r

metal. The Iron Age began.

I say there's a profound difference between early and iaiei

technology. Early technology, lasting through to the 19" cer>tu>

consisted of dealing with very powerful and explosive elements in

nature and mastering them, so there was awe and excitement n> t

Huge excitement for the railroad when it was developed -peoa e

loved to travel on them. They might be cramped and eewkl sme 1

bac, but they were exciting. Now, traveling on airplane" >

disagreeable. Everyone thought it'd be immensely exciting her : <

isn't. It's reductive. You don't feel like a voyager so much as a

piece of packaged goods, Electronics is the great divide fin-

watershed between what I would call good technology and bad.

Because no one knows what electronics is. I defy a physical o

reach my mind with an explanation I can comprehend f >i ma
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matter, we don't even know what electricity is. A cui ren >

elections, yes, but do we know anything about the real mney

makeup of an electron? Does it possess ite^wiyCbnscioi-isiK'". >:

not?

JML: So that's the pivot point, then? That's when technology

becomes a miserable activity? But when you were a boy rhe

radio—you must remember the radio—the crystal set and ill iliai:

NM: You had to do solder, make wire connections, y es I- ■ e>‘

then, you had to buy your vacuum tubes. People assemble

computers today out of factory parts. I did model airplanes wt e i

they were made of balsa with glue. Then plastic came along, r

my childhood, plastic was not common. Bakelite was the nears: t

you got to it. Now plastic is omnipresent. And it's inert li Joe: -u t

brit g on any sense of the uncanny. It offers an inkling ot non

existence. I'm just paranoid enough to believe it’s the de» I \\ Ik

loves plastic because it's going deaden God's sensibiltres helore t s

all over. God won't be able to get to us through shields ol plasii .
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About the time, oh, thirty years ago when women began >o •' <ii

plastic clothing—the stuff stank, you remember, the awh.il si id f

plastic clothes? I began to think that may be the point wher< 1

bal [game was lost. If women with their finer sensibilities were

adopting plastic.

JML: Very good. My last question: Great religious ideas ha\e

great followings and they last for millennia—some do fade, son f

die but the greatest last for millennia. And I'm assuming there'.1 i

reason forthat. Your.faith in the theological and intel let tual

efficacy of your system is very strong, very powerful. I\ e

observed it for many years and it's deep-rooted inside you. But

yoi have also said your system is not going to be adopted by nu ny

other people.

NM: Not in a hurry. No. There's no immediate solace for oui

fears. Only an appeal to our human pride,

/. Does this bother you?
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NM: No. 1 suppose that if T had developed these ideas a i \ is

30 or 40, I wou4d4iave-warrtetH©-beeoffle6aT:eTigfoiis lead? 3 i

that is not in my capacity. If there's any validity to an\ of these

thoughts, if they take root in people to some extent, then yes. st ire

of these notions may yet be adopted by many. Because J d<

bel eve that there are two elements now on the horizon that can ret

destroy the world as we know it. One of them is technology am

the other is organized religion. The second drives people into

stupidity. It can take intelligent children and deprive them <>1 th j

ability to look at existence. They're obliged to force theii thought

to f t a mold that may never have existed. And certainly doesn t

exist now. That drives people to extremes. So I do feel that rny

existential sense of God as a Being who needs us as much as we

need Him could yet reach many. But I feel no inner directive io jet

this out right away to convince people. I'm content to sec these

inte'views published eventually. But that's'Wdown the road I

you wish, we could do the next interview on the theme. : I iov d > 



FROM :nN FAX NO. :5084872136 >: ’Pi-i F5

thc< logy speculation tape 4 , revision 1, 8'26/04 51

you see this religion functioning in a future society'.’’ i l ai iiij f

be interesting. It’s uncharted ground for you and me- - v. i mgl:

ha zc fun with it.

.TN L: This might be a good way to finish the interview# I third

we've moved through most of the areas you wanted to talk about

NM: Yes. We could call the book "Theological Hubris

JML: I think what you said before—God learns. That

encompasses the previous conversations. Everything you sa;

relates back to that.

NM: God learns.

JM L: I like that.


