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Metaphysical interview 7 recorded 7/5/2005

ML: Today,

theodicy, just for the record is the attempt to reconcile the

coexistence of evil and God. In any attempt to deal with the problem of

evil, the so-called philosophical problem of evil, is generally called

theodicy. There are many of them. And what I'm going to do is hit you

with some of them and you can answer as you wish.

ML: God's ultimate purpose, some philosophers say, is

glorifying Himself, which, by definition, He alone is infinitely entitled to

without vanity. He allows evil to exist to we will appreciate goodness all
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the more, in the same way that the blind man healed by Jesus appreciated

his sight more ^rthan those around him who never experienced blindness.

NM: Yes, but what I don't understand, and-fese never understoodis

why there is this enormous desire in God, as s presented to us, to be

glorified. ^What dcrwe think-offieople who insist on beinglglorified alLthe.

We speak of th®®-as-b«Hsg neurotic movie stars

^shrngs-wo-seem^retty certain of is. becomes a

or spoiled athletes. Q5-crazy generals.^p^ impossible authors. One of the

Ji!s-a-god=sis®d-jzanit}>

(pd-sized vanity jj*s5  makes it worse because there's no need for it.

•- thing in itself.

ML: Maybe we can change "glorified" to "loved." God wants to be loved.
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NM: Why does God need to be loved? That's a vssy-big question. It may 

be true that pod needs to be loved hut if it b, then I think wefe4ntitled to 

start posing ^jma Questions. Is it that God's need to be loved is crucial 

because God, like us, isover-extended? Whenys4t^ehave^'§?eat-fieed-to-

/zj 
eToved?~i^^recisely when we’fte/^om thin, when our courage, our

stamina, our determination, our confidence in ourself, our belief that wsfeo 

uia^t love.

worth something/®! become attenuated. At that moment, tefe-wheirvrie’

ML: fsirthat where God is night now?

NM: Yes. Yes, I would say that God'Mit that point now.

^ter-Thon maybe ho needs. ~

?®4=-4s^7ie^inishr4t!s-not-woriafig^hat^elh^a^i£te^44har^uinft;
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ML: OK; He needs ID beloved—thin is-to justify thcexistenoc of evil -nf

Hcnoodo to bo loved, wouldn't it fulluwilfcrt^He allows evil to exist so

Thads-tho-idea

NM: I find that extraordinarily strange. T^tis-one-efthe-thingsiharBiafce— 

psoplo-lQHgk-at-thoology. In othor words, any explanation tlinrwill cave the-^

Gtrn-eh^idd^heve^Onnt^ridaappens-to-be—b^emesdfthe" explanation,.^

-EflT • I thought T'd

J^M^fe-almast-too easy—1 missed one-p-PfflUa-ife. I've always been 

bothered engpmsusiy by the excessive love that God/9emand/ Worse than

Jh£A, that the people who found His churches, particularly His 

fundamentalist churches, insist upon. "Jesus needs your love, Jesus wants

your love." Well, Jesus is giving love, presumably and (He needs it in order 

to receive it and give it back? What they're saying—without understanding,



12/13/2014 03:49 FAX 005

metaphysical interview 7/5/05 transcript 7/8/2005 completed 7/13/05 5

because they never follow anything to a logical conclusion—one of the

elements in their thinking that repels most serious young people away from

theology, is they ^orft think through the consequences of their thought.

ifGoi

be asked. IefjWrat4h©9{a<muation where God's fate depends upon

et^ep^v©idsT4^-®s=21141i£tfiindaiuenlalists-gQ-a3wnd-sayH3g-aH-tha^ifHe:

[Ten why? Why? The questi has to

"Ygr>u-aeed-God!s-tovt/,,Lsu'iii turn, God'saymgr11! need your love^Lneed-

humans' love"—ifrtk?s’is4he4uadamefttal-cunsTderatioR-®ft-beth-sides7-then

•€ad-and-humanjty-beth-may45e4Tr®nsid^abl®4F9ubl«:

jc-yrbAT

r? what we know aboat-life-a&d experience. And generally, the people who

really need love are in bad shape. Aadj^God created us in His or Her

image, which I do believe, then God wants us to understand what's going on
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in the universe. It's to God's advantage, I would argue, for us to understand

what God's needs nless, on the other hand, human history has been so

We see it in J*to-&es?in medical

technology most of all.

ML: GOTtir^Hrat^ras-anr^asy^n9v-J2he-ses®ffiii theodic^ip?^vil is one way 

le. •Ss’He's testing us and the test are good for usirand

le evil and the suffering that comes us i^mso dSucational,

that GodftesW humanity to see if we are worthy of His grace and His love(
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ML; The cocond-tfrcudiLy is God allows evil to exist because it io-the way

Be tests humftnitytvsee t£we¥e~wt>nhy of His gtabfe.—

NM: I find that offensive. tFeaUy-&i44iat^fe®i¥a. Apply it to a parent 

and a child: we test the child—and in some situations we do test a child—

but to fee if the child is worthy of our love? Thafs-an-awfitUyfloveutc.

ghinded'parent-

ML: Jfet Consider the second part: it's educational for us. It makes us 

better people. We do that with children—we test them to improve them, we 

say, "You've been through that; you're a better person for it." We do that all 

the time to our children.

NM: I know, but there's such vanity in the assumption that God knows all 

about evil. Why not take the notion that God is trying to discover what

iS"
evifk all about? That evil perhaps is more bottomless than good.

asd^jterature is filled with detestable parents/)?that ilk
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leww^fwork on the notion that God is not all-powerful. As a point of

departure, whan yuirukeZlie assumption that God is not all-powerful, all 

sorts of questions open up, And one of thenyls God's relation to evil. Is

God trying to discover more about evil? Maybe God doesn't underetssd-

\ A
evil al! that well, any more than as parents we understand eii If our

children are moving toward evil, are the parents always the first to know?

Not often. Not often.

ML: It was Dostoyevsky who said suffering is the soul-origin of

consciousness. That only through suffering Ibafc^e could iinprove our

ft-f
the "souliderstand the world around n*  jKC»* ^ly the-erfgin, it the "soulminds.

NM: Well—rJ-inowr-kitlhaUvas^ I don't have to agsee-wtih—- 

everything hg/^aid or thought.
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ML-- Sn you reject that?

N&^^-ife-eggTrRhe^reabe^Hefltionol efeaieats in giasteaee—yesrsuffeasg

4s-a-gfeat educator, but (an immensely expensive one. ^d-yesryetfcsef^

cssamptes; if you want to become a good person, thapnvolves not exercising 

our greedfin many minor matters.

Jgrrnre suffering—Aod^?rne learn a great deal from suffering, Ii!s-ane of.

tfciB-ways4njidiiek-we4eaFH>-4t-inay-cvenJie4he-ffiost4mportaiii_single-wayr

■Bxrt-ife-netsas If yon haw-to-suffcr 4ft-^der-te4cam—For instanep-jt"^^-- 

ML: A form of suffering.

NM: A vgsy modest form of^suSering. If I F&aJJy want something, and I 

iiffering like a child. Whereas Dostoyevsky was can't have it, I’

about suffering at a very high level: Can I go on with my existence? Is 

existence worthwhile? Suffering of that order^^xisteari^-su^siag-erthe-
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dfgWN-. Th nt yo<-J harnmar -a mattr-r whprpynn ran pace

containpeopleZecome suicides under those-eenditions. Bull think ihUUL

^have-mors/to offer.

.. -------------------- L------------- t

who pass through it and come out on the other side-.ace-stronger for it and

throa^^rensrrnoys-amouiiLiiLsufiefiag^-GeftaH^eQple-pass-thEoughjL-—^ 

MIL: Of course, that's part of what tragedy is: the tragic figure, tragic figurs

are tnbse who suffer the most and therefore learn the most—their eyes are

opened. I meah. by this...

NM: Let's not get stuclbqn Greek drama. It's very rich, very complex, and I

never—I don't know anything th^Oedipus did that was so incredible after

the fact.

ML: OK, but... \

NM: No, you tell me...
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then" theodicy. Evil and pain exist in this world e»lyr-This-w&£4d-fS onlyj/" 

ifehide to the afterlife where no pain will exist. So there's a balance: 

thefejs^&uch suffering pain and evil in this world beGC&seTn the other.

-^23^4, there will be none. Bns^s-ene-arguBaeat-^y^hsFefisevil in this life.

'ggjthe scales balance.

NM: It's-sqoa4=itlsequal in its probability to a g£s?man thinking, "I'm 

but thereW^ome a day when IWwealthy.
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nothing to oflenirtme way oPh^w-he^Secome” wealthy as time goes on,

cs>*̂-u^  1^.1^ A

TytheFtii3rrtfris-^)ei3tjinefi?affT5^ hankering fe£-bs^£23$s=

<n
fess^e wealthy. the same token, this notion that wofes-goieg^o live

in peace and beauty afterward is^Lthsfersaiesmanship o£the^w®fs?-s®£t.

"You won't know what true happiness is until you buy this car. Don't let

people tell you it's a lemon; it's a wonderful car. You'll come back and

thank me for having sold you this car."

ML: Good.

- NM: In all these there's a kind of anomaly, because the existential argument

is—in theology, which has never been explored because as we know from

the piece I wrote, Sartre did cut that off for most people, so I haven't seen—

well, I'm ignorant on these matters but I haven't seen any particular

explorations into the nature of God, the existential nature of God, so I'm 
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tmtluiug tlinMH what can 1 say7 I hese~ilU»lPsl~atoAct innocent attempts

os-Esy-own becauseJ4hialb4heFeris-s®inethiRg4here_.__. ,

fBut- in alltheae^ou've presented so far,ls-the^ssumptionthat God is

in control of the thing from fe®-w®rd=2§^?^^Jid I think that the^jgs^

incredible animals that have come down the pike, has to assume that God

better birc^made a better hedgehog.-G&d-made a better pig^Ged-nrade-this, 

ijiad&ikat, {hen man came into it and began cfeasgingJh’-n.g-s, altering the

animals^ Bntlh^notion is not that God knowswna.\. He or She is doing, but 

that God is searching to do the best that-He or She can do to improve things „ 

agssjjist-great-ad^ls. An dih e moment you bring the Devil into it, then it
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le end there'll be a happyour patience and Wtnrough buffering

ending—no!

that it's all being done tor God's greater glory and all we have to do is keep

. We (have the bravery to proceed, but

to proclaim-^ss’^onderful heaven is to^ho-waiting for all o£us if we-

and the two are the staples of our existence. We/five with a
M

■^^s-&e-Greefc-ot5Servation^diat next to happiness is tragedy

ML: Nswipie fourth theodicy is one of maya. YajiTcnow what maya is?

NM: Maya...

ML: Illusion. Aad^ds is how some deal with the question of evil. They 

say; what humans consider to be evil or suffering is either an illusion or it's 
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unimportant. Events that are thought to be evil are really not so, such as

death by natural disaster which could be part of God's scheme.

<=Mfes=3his_is<Ea&tern thought. All eastern religions—Taoism, Buddhism,

Confucianism, thoy-sil take this general stance—jSn^sTsmO-they don't 

cwurry'abo«t the problem of evil. Yoith^jnistaken; ifim't ovnyfSally there.

NM: That's an argument that could be advanced until the 2O‘h century came 

along. I think the 20th century shattered that argument. Shattered it—to—

—by force majeur.

notion, force majeur. Itjast means these particular facts are so strong that

Holocaust and the gulags and c&the/iuffering

hSrnarfeKsd^p^©-4hatT5T5ferjTTV3TpEtf-u4te£ly by at least one order of

they dictate the way approach the problem.
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magnitudejmd-maybe-toe-aod Cne notion that evil is illusion aad-ive^ass-r

j^s-se oxemp.
V—S' . L

problems with reincarnation. Bat^eople die at a^&feu^dependable rate with

Fern cm nation-itT floeGod can h^dte^h^rvritirrefiiraniation,

a^^be-ge&d-&rtune-t&-dfc

§

6> c^ie^ CA*- e ' /______ _ _____ ______—____________________

a^ilse-hejs^Bd-a-spitee-dwe-/  ̂local earthquake, a terrible storm or flood

44huds_iishfit-vye-ihav

'$e> I/? s’
. 1re^carziatf&jr-nwny-

wonderful, lovely outer events are as illusory as suffering. K-:

^evilv-Abf^of the "outside world," good, evil, and neutral, is illusion—

with a huge number of deaths that have no meanin

ce. e2-l^S>
a part of me thatfeels sardonicafefethat Godjias many bureaucratic

rou believe in karma as I do, andfbelieve ira-Febirth-,

-thsongh this-1 find offensive, {fibte: tha^sup-najaatirm isnhrestriatod-te.

in-the-Hofceatst
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weHr4hat-yeu-18aow-'wfrEruyon7E_guingrbut-a-scBse-ef^^

-—some logte-m-theprepai'atio'ns you're going in for.

ightmare for God and the angels.

reincarnation. I think there wasSo I think the Holocaust

ML: Was it so different from trench warfare in the First World War where

they were killing 150,000 people in a week? Surely, that equals the

of people dj&ng jnthe Holocaust. By the time the First World War was

over, something like 30 million people...
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ML: So every time this has happened, like at Stalingrad, the battle of

Stalingrad, or the horrors of China when the Japanese went into

Manchuria—all of those...

battle hke Stalingrad, you'te/prepared to die.NM: When pi

Vo&^e^nte-e^atbfti-pt^pao^a-dier^Yhu-fetoWrpart-of what was diabolical

;oing to gas you today." On the contrary, they-e®^-

thauices-whe-Hught-have-been <£bsessed with

thsy-were getting showers, they-aXLtrooped happily into the gas chambers.

'siate^ffld/ am arguing that it's one thing tp-have a thousand peop

they-iisiese-gettwig-showoFSr^^/since they were lice-ridden^filthy, especially-

prepare people todivSn that day.

^nd-^aen7^1rei^1hEyjw®Fe,/they were dying, they were screaming, "You lied,

you cheated J£die^t-alLiri4heproper—>

a

about Hitter-aad the Nazi:
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feelini them, or whether theyW.^ti.x,*̂

prepared to die.

Now, when you get t» in Stalingrad^ihey knew there was 

a very good chance they were going to -di

gm^-nnmhery^ the prahl_enns for reinr?rnptinn, T would cubwire-wPrF'lHvt—

-than-the-gtriags in that-sense, because-&HGe-one-goi4fite-thc gulagfr 

weren't niasyexecutions in die gulagsTjust dial conditions

real sense of why they weie dying. Thgt*s  so important, to have a sense of 

'ing Un a rage,

^^sevcrc than they wwe-»she Holocaust. And-thr. Holocaust-wag even wore

room at a given moment, but it- ra^lw»S»hug» differenced

ThK4ng4he-wap4hat-ef^e«irse7i*fea^^ e died but they-had-a.

years > OK-, thut'c it, you-vzgj!»4t out,yeu'vo boonj

why you're dying^ Dyingjoecause yotPfe^olo^ because your body^gone after

XVJ 9z:ro H03/CT/ZT



12/13/2014 03:54 FAX 1(315

metaphysical interview 7/5/05 transcript 7/8/2005 completed 7/13/05 20

youie/eady tor the nextexistence. Bat ready for it, or not ready for it is—

crucial. So-the evil'gaine-with huge impacX^nhuman-exiatenee^was-the-

heteeausL

ML: you saying God was not able to accommodate these people,

tfeynvere not ready for reincarnation?

NM: Fn^goifig4iM^-peEmaBent4i&tim^-e4;the-«niv®FS^f—What's-eme-throg-we

uilt on that notion. Yss-terve-t®-
9

ftadaHes^ei. All existence

make choices beeausrr4?&-SMwp!y-caj3,'t/take care of everything at once.

-faave to decide what you're goingto try to_d.Q-with4ife^ad-tQ assume that

God is in complete c of reincarnation is equal to assuming— 

sinaple example, there are so many examples, TtV-ithar-pna-af^tyry 
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reasTtHnbly-witty on rnnny nn ncc.nnion thn>f df><v.n't mpan we're to be

witty on every nccaMorra

^MLr? Truer

NMuJhere-aie times -wfrEiryuu feel stupid, and tiiiies-vzfe&H-y&a-fe-el bright.

^Vhy-ranVwe-say^he-sffias-fer^ed^f^iQ^ overloaded with worrresrevea-.

despair at huge, unforseen disasters—why/fcume Godanticipatcs every 

disaster?

ML: So, what happened to those psspfe?t

NM: G^44hinl«4hey-wefe-Foi«€aR«tedrbutweF3-F®Hieamat®d-jfi-

^thCTirgument I proposed earlier-Vthe closest

reincarnated.

cooZsoacl^-ajid-seribi tli, and so fui 111.-TtrTri'bthkdt- -pxeseaV

we^g^to heaven or hell is thewit4«t-A»-tteeieiettef how webe-going to be 

yey-eay.-ceine-back-as-a--^
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^v/nen God's wit is present, that's as close as you^get to heaven or hell,

r

^whether yonifhave a better i-ebtrth-or a poorer one/6ut when God is not 

extenuated, too despairing, too exhausted, then the choices made

reincarnation can be second-rate^lhird Kpo, cheap, monotonous.—there's not
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l<=ss> much was happening at once.

5i^TOS:^a::fEn5^?tst?©®«^3ae®=

Hnlnpwict uoppd that oiy, wiped it ou{, beefiuaxUpo

; But what you stressed before was the state of mind of people in the

NM: Absoktt^y:

ML: It isn't just the number.

reiXcamations of those assigned to work with those who dibd in the

distinguished from the people at Stalingrad. So theiiyState ofHolocaust

mind affects how d will do His work?

ps in a weekend—or let'ssay 7000 people were filled in concentration

4KC3iy

NM: Take the number of people JjXfled i\Stalingrad over a weekend, and

say they were^ual—there may have been incredible\ifficulties with the
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been saying..’ God is a divinity possessed of great energies, great creativity,

mean that God is all-powerful aad-aH-nrrunTfol of—

ML: I hear what you say, but why is it more difficult for God to assign a 

new birth to someone who died in the Holocaust than someone v/ho died in 

the trenches? I don't see the difference.
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teacher. You certainly wont

to learn, and others,wou walk in, they're Iethargic^s4t-oh>4»ai4y:
\ *

lat there ac^zfertain classes when you walk^^-tfo&y are energized and ready

SokSme are eager to be in class and others are there

because it's compulsory or-this-oMhaU fm saying that when you die with

<=p>krcg? -Wo1?® speculating outrageously, but iils-fen-te-d©, 'Jheffhonitoring

sen§^ this person is strong

here, weak there, sndT5©t^o-g©sd4h®?e7^©-fnrth-aad-se<>n, and sSaulcEgJO

angel comes by^asd takes^qilick look and

they make ««fu.quick decisions. But if the p£sos^4s.

aU-ft>ekcdmp^£^»s4^TleGiding^wh€se4e-^®nd-&sfnee5ie-aRd-th®y-&&ffie-iftt&-

l£- c^ijre^ if"

YVJ SZ'-tO I’TOS/Cl/ZT
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your room with a terrible hangover, ^featening to blow their brains out, you

•2^0^
dont/fcnow wherftjt^aaeigMhg!®,

ML: OKyPha^s-gsod, I understand now.

Next one: the big picture. We've talked about this before, but this is the 

fifth theodicy. God's divine plan is good. What we see as evil is not really 

evil. Rather it's part of a divine design that is actually good. Our limitations 

prevent us from seeing the big picture. And certainly you'll grant that God 

sees a picture much bigger than we do.

NM: Of course.

ML: So things we think are a terrible tragedy turn out -you know, you say a

year later—I've heard you do this many times.

NM: Yes, the army. The worst experience of my life. And the most 

valuable. That's one thing. But to build a theological system on this^fs"



12/13/2014 03:54 FAX

metaphysical interview 7/5/05 transcript 7/8/2005 completed 7/13/05 27

C5
'faupeftil. The must yuu can say for it is it!s»awfully hopeful. It doesn't

explain evil at all. ft-wgpkinc perhaps~aspeete-of evil, suuigigf the mt>re-» 

superficial aspects, nf evil It does not explain the Holocaust. The first

person who can show me how the Holocaust was good for humanity will

Tt-rnay Ijiln^a-tlicin^iul years for nr-tn rnme to any understanding^ ,

NMr4-ag?eer-I-agFee^

ML: The great

example is Judas. Judas was a traitor, a betrayer, yet he was absolutely

necessary to God's plan...

NM: E-^aow do you know what God's plan was? You're j-^si taking the

two thousand years and coming up with answers that serve

received wisdom of theologians who'Wbeen living with these enigmas for

urches-
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■WfrrctiTfiay have nothing to do with thejeality ofxhings. What if.r

:hert two

about people at the time. No more than we as parents necessarily know all

~ has‘sometiimg“t&-dawith such_a_iiamb&?-&F4hiags at one® is not necessarily 

hi^^y focused on what pesp-le ^rErapable of. So I'm willing to assume that

He thought Jesus was going to change people^He didn't know feat-saeeh-

about our children—they can surprise^J^sU^otrt-efrrerthey-eefi-sttipFiaoj^

crucifixion. On$,'that God lost to the devil when He had expected^ win—

profoundly. And God, having so much to creatq^saap^s^hesEisr^fiad-.

Jesus was His bold stroke. In chess, for instance, when a really bold move 

is made and you're not sure how it's going to rum out, you record it with a.^ 

exclamation point and a question mark. So I’d say tkojpesscpti@a=a^esus 

vzasdm exclamation mark and a question mark. Aad £heryt didn't turn out
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right. The devil won—Jesus was tortured. S&ihe^GodmHis brilliance

it His Son had died for naan's sins, «<hirh did touch a chord and a

came up with-f-one of the few great victories He had over the devi

chord^Sut to say this was planned in advance^ dubiousxc

•Rather^-itwas/csponding tc^Jjjfcat with a victory. That makes

sense to me: ttet God was re-writing the depths of what had happened after

activities 4hat enablejyourio keep on living. Because you go through

disasters—you go through disasters and./

ML: Yeu-saeteh victories from the jaws of defeat.
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N^fc-Hew-are we Oh time^r

Mfcr-Anot?ra 20 ininules>T->

2JMr-Gnn± ■>

ML: The next gk34s-@* mJAs the consequence, not the cause, of people-s^

'/o observing- God's will. Universal, reciprocative love would solve most of the

problems that lead to the evils in the world. So evH isrAtha source-bufr 

searching for a deeper set of meanings fey evil. God does not pretend to

understand evil insid®-Qui.-~EjdLis-e-pheil01iieiia ilialiia5-ii8-{eafinet-get]-

In other wnrds,~^rGod is not all-knowing, then fe-

<-----nn.’ilwsfowqk all things, including evil, imperfectly. (fe^ethaF-wegdsT-the

£E£0apzess=£iHLn4-hs-fimdamental notion is^sske-he-sa

universe.—i~do work on the notion that God is not all-powrrfiil. Maybe

b back to something I said earlier. Which is/God isNM: Well, P
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some deity, very far removed, said, "All right, ^his will be your territory. Do

what^u can with it." Yfwrfhen have some-very inWcsting-ideas

ML: That's a gnostic idea.

NM: "Hei^-it^ST^krwliat^oiiJian-wklw^And if you fail—well, other/

. ,
~ you re arartist, a great artist; ysi'A-e maybe (the greatest artist we have in-xhe

has enofmeus-amoimts/to learn about evil. And is fascinated with evil. You

U fl-1/ 7^

have-fejledr>^&erai^-a-piHee4o-p^^atit<iH^^^DoA«hat-you-want-l9-do^—,
c^c^s- czo-c-, <S=i

could go so far as to say God plays with evil, uses it sometimes, but is not

fundamentally evil. Is not fundamentally sympathetic to evil.

ML: Well, you have a view of evil as a powerful, dynamic force.
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ML: Leeking to destiuy the universe. GodTujtfieasw You know, 4fcwes>

Emerson vfsa said there really is no evil, there's just the absence of good.

But tbepeh degrees ofgood, just as there^degrees of worth.

" It enables us to go to sleep at night without worryii

in the room, evil
<3

when ypu can't sleep, sometimes when you 

in your heart, evil in people around you—not all the time, but on those 

occasions when vie^c=feit4t===^ti-eai¥t-say it isn't really evil, it's just a 

lesser degree of good.

ML: TJ»s-is-^ai3e?4wQyJhi£er-fbu4^fii^==thisjsJhe^ixih-o&lhe_se3'giith^L

CEaa!$^®®®5^si5=^K^s&^s-the-&&a-wilLa^«i8ent. Evil is the consequence 

of God permitting humans to have free will. Human cruelty is the price of



metaphysical interview 7/5/05 transcript 7/8/2005 completed 7/13/05

freedom. God gave us this freedom and He can't interfere. Without the

possibility to choose to do good or evil acts, humanity would be nothing but

Let's Inalt-aUhe-Optes here; let's turn it oft' for a m

sibihty to choose to dopermitting humans to ha

good and evil, humanity

ce of freedom, and God has given us freedom.in

NM: That's the best single, strongest argument. Bu^ t
l '7

e nothing but robots.

robots.

he cruelty we see

agakrafid^ut God back in control e end of the argument.

to® XVd TS:00 FIOS/tl/JT
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ML: Well.^. at the end of time, God takes over again. This is a testing 

time^antLGeds^-

NM: Now-thare^xactly is where existentiaTisnweaK/dpTn all fours. Yes, 

5weFe43edss-ereatiem. He couldri? le out us uslsss

will. But at-that-moffi

God had to give us free will in order to find out anything about us. But v/o-

in fear anduaras-net-a-blind-ffiove;—Tfcis was a move.

trembling. Qn 3 frirnair.lpvpl, pprhnrrrii was doiie iA fearand-trembling—

Aad-U-vras'dene'Snd the answer is open, lhe" point is,'

God did not create alone. The devil is in there also. The devil may end up

mt ■ KnW ffr» <ip^u7rr&gZllirco,hnr <¥nr>

NM^Welirf-rton't evea-begnHe-Hadegstand-the-dcvrb>

nivEfse will'be_destroyedr~>

zo® YVJ TS:00 H0Z/H/2T
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j-tfre devil has tree wli^3mHhe-devitchose70 Oppose Godr-ThaJis-

important. If

NM>Y<qyJ»Y311 °Pen war> andrifefcorfcpartite war, which I think is very

aad^we-often-derouriJEst to play them against each othec ■so^vr-end-apT,

.J^tcS’^Zg fL* C?

p^A<wd7TT?yS'r><za<^4fri^>i777SS^v}T^^^ Imp thnn evnr

bEitne.'vre enthup-with-ari-c?dK>ojdhiai^ a new kind of fear,

would triumph and we^all go down in disaster

-opp^s^ke-ihese-bolioyiag that God would triumph and-we^J-aH-ge-te- 

heaven. That was thty/ic^ifcKE^’for centuries. Now, it’s as if

iumph^tha^^hs-deviHiid-God-udlly^ejhap&T^wH-bo^esinaygd^Endj^iS-
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the devil—to a degree. I don't pretend to know what-fe»4alki

'more

point where it

becomes man's world, the humans' world.^t^ould be disastrous, absolutely 

■quito-fiaukly. Let's say mai

disastrous.

ML: What would make that come about?

NM: V^Uj-teebs^fegy. Technology. It's obvious—well, obvious to me— 

that the^is-every effortrfreing made in these years to replicate a human

being. It might take two centuries but that's what t!iav1r-e-&t:-t-te-d-&rTix--nd-

theykje-werkmguiril all Llie4i^^lUh£-timor-<

4 t£n. J-T"

fo® XVJ TS:OO noz/n/zr
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ML: Ne; one eightha_ths4ast-s®&. God is a righteous

judge, /people get what they deserve. If someone suffers, it is because they

have committed a sin that merits such suffering. ..

NM: Faulty reasoning. Fetrity-reeseamg-bocauoer-. .there's a deUeato.

balaneurSVe^lTTnk^f^lFthe^ttie^/hu'are’l<:iiic44®-fesd-us-meatT-And-we—■

had c??s/reTationto existence a thousand years ago when you had to hunt 

disagreeable ways^it's all pretty are kept in cribs so small

^-aai^ls-to-eaWhem. Now they^hrought to stockyardykillecTm all kinds of

ry-can't even thrash around in thr-crihs^Jl don't want to get into that;

ebjdeu&lyj-baMhe-peffif-is—jt-may-b®4hei«-a^seFeainririjid^-&Tevil4hat-y04J)

v/owldi^ll-ESSSS&^y-eaH-Gvil. The world of nature was builtrdn a basis 

-there-were-feadiagxyefesT-'iverythrng^ntributed to the

feeding cycle. Along with reincarnation, eveiything^was taken care of. This

so® XVJ TS = OO HOZ/I’T/ZT
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was the original and beautiful conception which /bears as much relation to 

iilyexplanation 1 know for whwyoung soldiers areadjtjst/Tor tha^jW

you were killed before your time, reincarnation could

-so-willmg^o'die in battle. Tfcojri

feannuf^e^s^oldisFs4bughtJwi4h^chjjtheF4e-^el4ijh5-che4i:eK?4tnes-) 

where the odds think they have a

sense—<es«rrWthe terrorists who are blowing themselves up—that they are

going fe^ksssethifig/special. Right or wrong, this is their belief. It's a 

vs?y deep belief. So deep a=bdfe£that 

thM-fiaoseT-avil in tho-woridc==h0w4&^ut~Tt?~-^-ea^=th®ge are gradations to

so@ XVJ TS;00 HOZ/frT/ZT
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evil, evil^gre meaningful^neagssary evils. It may be

thwfcthp nnlytMay-tn have a wnetd that weaWnitconsist entirely of vegans

tzf2- 4t>e- k.» y
vtuulrTbu LuJin/iiepeople-kHting^amc. <15n the other hand, if yqiLhad a ,

""wcild where iiubudy-kiHod-game-and, everybody ate vegetables, plants

might te^beginniag.to suffer egregiously-^szdiidi-plants-ak^orSc-drcre
e<>

wn«HMi1f.i1'n»iilu in tlw very ypentinn nf existence that hari tp ho Miron rrrp rvf

and-these-ol®ffieftts-w®?e necessary evils, if you will rirs opposed to 

etemeSjteof excessive evil Inspirational evil Inspiwitienal-eviiTrt^he-sease.
O /

4hfit-evi!-aees-soJKetlHag-Bbsohiteiy^iaf¥el®tis it can do for itself, aad-tha-t2^ 

^hat-it-does 4nd-i2te4iay-ihe-p»cexi£thc-gwen^^piee-ef-8X4Ste«€G^^

lwrTtrr^4^-/^h-wd-l-for the sake-o£fisdl^in_and_ccf£tealfe

F$s4hat-f&atte? -that^pestron7^hat4^-^»s5tie& ^h©w-d»es-it-ge-

to© XVJ TS:00 fT02/l’T/ZT
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ML: God is righteous. People get what they deserve.

NM: alarkey [oesn't meanGod does the best He or She can do.

people get what jWaeserve. If they did, the universe would bell clock.

ML: Wasirtritriilevitable ife^once God gave us free will, and intelligence,

against the tide on this one, but it could bi it a certain point that God

ihoaght-erveryongt^ouiB become psychic. Great entertainers would

<r-«HteFtaHMH-eertam Siiualiuirsnrr.^-tt-v/o-u-ld-be so intense^^sopl&^JLowj-the.

Jd-w®eld46H®w4£41iey^ustTxmcCTTtrated7-th€yj>y©4ild. ^experience

the performance. Asd-depending on how skilled and beautiful your senses

had become, because you mid great attention to your senses, so you could

atreceive

80® XVJ 12 = 00 H0I/H/H
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great distances. And it didn't trork. JVe didn't go in for it and so we ended t

- up with ouofechnological waya-of communicating. Wbieh-wenld-ptsy
t aS/~r>

hevee-wjth-^ssEnses?

ML; 'Phoy-de, hBt^.^-lf^Su~put people in a physical world, and-they-are

gging tnmrwA throMgMhatjphyRicsLaiznrld, and they bav*  intelligence—

oing to invent the wheel. And once they

NMi-But-thewheetrrT^

~~rz^. cJ^. <<^s>C^yp'
■ML! Once they have the whccl.-ieverything-iysrimlows from that.

NMi-Ves. Electronics have nothing to do with the wheel. That was^jump

'God had nothing to do with.

60 IF) XVJ TS:OO E’TOS/t’T/ZT
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ML: So when we went from a mechanical universe to an electronic 

universe—

NM: That was a-

Mfe^-That-was thejunip?

WMszYesr-That's my speculation. We still don't know what electricity is,

what lightning Ju, what-souad-ttrr. rwe dun

c manipulate all these things-without knowing what-thay-ar-egM..brings a

mg? So the fact we

problems and sufferings of earthly life become no more than way-stations. I

don't see that at all. 1 think reincarnation makes no sense if the end is

or® xva IS:00 HOZ/H/ZT
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foretold. The end cannot be foretold, and I can't emphasize this enough.

None of my arguments make sense if the end is G&retold

for millennia-j>-tkeJiGtion/Fhat this world is as open and

undecipherable, as chaotic, as wayward, as playful, as perverse, as

unexpected as we fear it is,

*us into all sorts of terrible-trouble. BecauseXt

a

'narrows our lives and shrinks our thinking. And brings out the worst in us.

because the end is not foretold that ibeX-nor udtich-h-j^-mpped the hnsirL

that it has all been foretold asddhe end i
~ ru— ?

ted tO US-^3££tHHS-l-S__,

number of

ML: And once you—yn'.' begin ",ith the nntinn--- which fnllrmig whor in------

[he end can't beyour thinking9 If that-'s the most

e all-powerful or all-knowing. So youforetold, then clearly, God cgn1

IT® XVJ IS:00 t’TOS/t’l/ZT
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don’tzbegin with a God who is limited; you 

knownta&d=^

is not foretold,'

L

contrary—

and absefetel-y beyond my

NM: It It's simpler for me to approach it from the idea that

God is not all-powerful. That io-oomething 1 can grasp immediately. Owfuf

on this possibilityHimself or Herself. I know we' never touc

ecause the

geing-re^ad^jp-whiefr-is^vcTi ' ov/-i i&'A^t-w^uJ^nipr-Gn-che-

people

mat.comes the notion that the end is not foretold.

310 XVd TS;OO I'TOZ/t’T/ZT
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ML: Righty

c thers, not by me.

1 IL: One thing that has

ese notes is pe runs out]

’ell as the devil. That is something that may ere to be explored—by

-could fear evil in HimoelLor Herself-k-that God does not erstand evil; s

Even get tn noclprctanri ntj which, is my-nrgrrmanf But the irlnn G/frl j

ML: In all these conversations we’ve had about the nature of God, your

3 *
supposition has been that God makes mistakes, He\not perfect, Hals much 

like us jalhat-seasq. But4a-a&, we know we have evil in us J'5» .. •. There K evil in

us as individuals, and as a race. And if God is so much like us, then God 
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does indeed have evil in Him or Her. And that explains everything—you 

don't need a devil if God—

NM: No, no, no, no, I don't think that's it at all. God could have a little evil 

in Him and the devil could have a great deal. If God jusLhad a little evil in

Him, fine.

ML: Let's say it's 80/20. If God just has 20% evil, wouldn't that be enough 

to account for all the natural disasters and the Holocaust?

NM: Probably. But 80/20 is an assumption. What if it's 95/5 or 98/2? This 

one4-den1tvrant-t&-gGt-HUQ4)articjLLii4yrbeeause it's IreyqiRhnyrapaiiities. —

?SS^gcr4-tlntik^s*something  yau-ha^to grapple with in a novel.

That could be interesting.

ML: There are theologians who take this position. They're called "open 

theists" and take the position that God is imperfect and has enough evil in
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Him—and the evil in God, coupled with the devil, is responsible for the 

47

miseries of the world.

NM: Well, that could certainly be an answer, and if you want to pay—

>if-you want to respect the Old Testament as more

than a great work of literature, it'i document with some re;

with-Jehovah-these, you certainly havea^xd whtrrs Zvreaking evil as well as 

goodness. And it could be that God, being existentialrWas trying to reduce 

the amount of evil in Himself or Herself.

ML: By doing what?

NM: WolLSylryingTo get that prodigious temper under control, for one 

thjn^and hv hringmfrthg^^daring to have a Sorya®d-this-was-a great 

attempt^It may be God was a^ways-goiug-up^sd-doa^trying for more^

^BtJ'Jleciding, "No, ■won't work." It may be after Christ's death,
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In other words, God may be having the same sort of odyssey that

humans have. He may get better along the way, but not succeeding 

altogether.

ML: saying that tixsK-^&dhe_posr4l->{-fey-®f many human institutions

or-let?o cay; the-^-creation of both God and

the devil. Tire Catircrlic ehnrcfr-wotrfd-ba-ofier-^—,

NM: ®jObsolutely. T—Lalsn thinV-Jh^-t^d-may have 

elements-of evil, along with the cuoperatron. IF they uoupeiate. They-cotrid-
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Mm liltp I wivpntiiipts iJiii < aii'ITrend each orjTFHwt work together on * grgat 

.-s&aay-pFsja&vS-segasdless-:

<

ML: Do you see any human organizations or institutions that are free from 

the taint of evil? Qr~are they all mixed?

NM: CO, I think there's evil in everything.

ML: Baseball teams...

NM: ©Jr; Come on...

ML: Football...

NM: Give me a break/1 mean, George Steinbrenner, bless him, is a

>rful study and—what could I say? Leave him out of it.

ML: Well, I can see wKatr-^Many people have said the Catholic Church 

has such byzantine machinery and resources that itTmis£have.. .it must ave 

made a kind of pact with the devil at some point.



Earlier, you wcrc-speafcmg-abeut the argument that suffering is good

virtue will earn you all kinds of rewards. It~says~fartherr-"-Swoly we will

course, if you ask how a perfect God can make thjng^so inefficient, 

pa
endure whatever God sends since thatyour Heket (peternal bliss. Of

'Oh, how can you presume to understand the mind of

God?” Now, right there, is the most logical and the most dangerous single

'S^
argument advanced by th^otogiaas^R^exactly what drives people out of

8T© xva is = oo noz/fr/zt
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[ MLFX 

ML: Today, we're going to taekle theodicy,

attemp^to reconcile the coexistence of evil and God. >Ini an; IJ^CieaT

with the psohlem of ouL-tha-^o^y-J.-led philosophical problem of evil, is 

generaHy-eaHed theodicy. Th^re (fre many of-them. Acd what I'm going to 

r-q is hit you with nomo of them aild'yim-owKanswer as ymi-ivish J

God's ultimate purpose, some philosophers say, is to glorify Himself, 

by definition, He^aloneys infinitely entitled to do without vanity.

:vil to exist so we will appreciate goodness all the more..in the.sarne
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■ay that The blind man healed by Jesus appreciated his sight more than

those around him who rf^ver experienced blindness

NM: Thave never understood, iy

’this enormous. desire. in God_as_U»-ift-pee

glorified/we laugh at people who insist on 6eing constantly glorified. We

speak of neurotic movie stars or spoiled athletes.
CP^.

P/crazy generals. Am4 '

impossible authors. One ofthezmngs humankind seems pretty certain of is

<3>i
that excessive vanity. a dire thing in itsel^By that logic, a god-

sized vanity mekes-it worse hcTnnse.there's nodieed for it. (

ML: Maybe we can change "glorified" to "loved." God wants to be loved.

NM: Why does God need to be loved? That’s a large question. It may be

true, but if God needs to be loved, then I think we are entitled to start

posing a few questions. Is it that God’s need to be loved is crucial because
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God, like us, is over-extended? When, after all, do we have our greatest

■t/wom thin, when our courage,need to be t is precisely when

our stamina, our determination, fir canfidcnee in ouroclZ our belief that we 

ap»^ortli6omothiwg4ms e*̂ become attenuated. AUhet-nroraefit, we are in

need of love.

ML: ,&/ihat where God is now?

NM: I find that esrtFaosdiH^ily strange. I've always been bothered by the 

excessive love that God appears to demand^ ^orse, that the people

found Hi
—7—

s chtmdt^rpartiew}ariy-14w-&i^sieatefet^htffcfig5, insist upon.

"Jesus needs your love, Jesus wants your love." Well, Jesus is giving love, 
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presumably. Does He need it in order to receive it ft booh? What 

they’re saying—without understanding, because they never follow anything 

to a logical conclusion—Zine of the elements in their thinking that repels 

most serious young people away from theology, is that fundamentalists dcjft— 

ihinkpirough to the consequences of their thought. For if God does need a 

great deal of love, then why? Why? The question has to be asked. Doesn't

suggestive dwell in a situation where God's fate depends upon 

evelopmenty^he good or evil world that we are developing?

, , sLz
a j c<a rr ---------------

Now, all we^have to work with^ind think^s~what we know from our 

experience. Aadj’enerally, the.people who really need love^are (n_b

wants us to understand what^s 

If God created us in His or Her image, which I do believe, then God 

averse. It

advantage, I would argue, for us to understand what God's needs might be.
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Unless, on the other hand, human history has been so vile and so awful, so 

permeated by the devil, that God lives in terror, expecting to be destroyed 

by mankind so soon as humans obtain enough power. That may be a real 

possibility. We secdi-ia-teclift^egy, ^ifrmedical technology most-efSh'

ML: Here is another theodicy: Evil is one way-thatcGod can test"humanity 

■Sosee if we are worthy of His grace and His love. The evil and the suffering

i * tr " *that comes to us can also/oe educational, can make us better people. He\ 

testing us and the tests are good for us.

NM: I find that offensive. Apply it to a parent and a chilt^ we test the

child—and in some situations we do test a child—but do we do it to see if 

the child is wprtjiy of Qty joye? Literature is fiUod-wkh detestable parents, 

fathers and mothers of that ilk.
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ML: Consider the second part: iucational for us. It makes us better

people. We do that with children—we Zest them to improve them, we say, 

'K¥:®«!velbeen through thaj^ you're a better person for it." We do that all the 

time to our children.

about evil. Why not take fhe notion that God is trying to discover what evil 

•ail sortTof questions opaac=7Anu5jncTif itjae first is God's relation to evil. Is 

’teow-by-Row-, I work on the notion that God is not all-powerful. Aa-a point-

is cLl about? Thflt/evil perhaps ignore bottomless than good? As .you-

NM: I fcsewj-btrMherc^such^yanity in the assumption that God knows all

-Gad-trying to discover more about Maybe(God doesn't comprehend 

Gnd is nat-aH-nawerfith—>o&departee7-atiee-w&4ak

evil all that well, any more than as parents we understand it. If pur children
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are moving toward evil, are A? parents always the first to know? Not often.

ML: It was Dostoyevsky who said suffering is the soul-origin of

consciousness. That only through suffering could we improve our minds,

and so be able to understand the world around us a little more. Do you

reject that?

NM: I-deaMwmr io ass'Enr tu eveiythrng-DootoyevGky ooid or thought. I-e>

igree that suffering is, yes, a mighty educator, but it is also an immensely

expensive one. Some leam a great deal from suffering-, and all too many are

destroyedih^U- Suffering can be a Bed of Procrustes and so aesttoy more

/ fShan it creates. S®taefifnes-6n®4eafns-siore~&em suffering in small degrees

rather If, for example, if you want to become a g— 
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greedy uedaly k?raariy-rnmo?

ML: A form of suffering.

NM: A modest form. If I want something, and I can't have it, I may be 

suffering like a child. Whereas Dostoyevsky was referring to suffering at a

vctj high level: Can I go onxvkh my PYistfiace? Is existence worthwhile?

htense. Some people oanboeotBO^Suffering of that order can

:ome out on the other side not emotionally crippled,«ean have much to

offer.

ML: OK, let me offer another theodicy, the "now and then" theediey. Evil 

and pain exist in this world, but only as a prelude to the afterlife wjjsse*fio  

pain will exist. So there^tS balance: Much suffering, pain and evil in this
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ie

scales balance.

NM: That is eq® a man thinking, "I’m poor, but there

will come a day when I am wealthy." Of course, the poor man has nothing

to offer concerning the way he will become wealthy ?s time gnr»c nn He 

has nothing but his hankering to be wealtliy. By the same token, 

'You won’t know what true happiness is until you buy this car. Don't let 

people tell you it's a lemon; it's a wonderful car. You'll come back and 

thank me for having sold you this car.'

In the theodicies you've presented so far, there is always the 

assumption that God is in control of t

that we will live in peace and beauty'afierwafa\<)pard-sell salesmanship.

-thisk-thanhe prime theological reu ears up right there. Anyone who

om beginning to end.
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looks even casually at the variety of incredible animals that have come

down the pike, has to assume that God may have said to Himself at a certain

point, "This little animal, this macaw, is going to be the best of its species."

Then, it turned out that it wasn't. So God moved on and made a better bird

or made a better hedgehog, or a better pig. Then, t-pa man came into it and

/Vi 
began^dkeris-g-ihe animalsas-weH. My underlying notion is not that God

knows completely what He or She is doing, but rather that God is searching

to do the best He or She can do to improve things. And, the moment you

greater glory and all we have to do is tur patience and pass through

BBe&4h»<nflk4s^^8gefrdtewa-to-E£-5«gae-^«Htfgan'bemg done tor God's
Zi-P

mman or divine, kpows which side may win. In contrast,-hew-

our suffering4because,at the end^hereHL^e a happy ending—no! No! I 
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dre-twe-are-fiie staples of our existence. We can live wil 

all turn out well, but such hope will be without yalm unless we are also

prepared to live with a tragic outcome. We need to have the bravery to

the confidence to proclaim that aproceed, but in no way can we

ML: The fourth theodicy is one of maya. Do you know what mays is?

NM: Maya...

ML: Illusion. This is how some deal with the question of evil. They say:

what humans consider to be evil or suffering is either an illusion or it's 

not so'jsuch asunimportant. Events that are thought to 

All ,.

much prefer the Greek’s assumption that hext to happinessys-tsagedy, and 

wonderful heaven is waiting for all of us, and all we have to do is keep our
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religions—Taoism, Buddhism, Hinduism, Confucianism, take this gwtersb 

stance—they derte engage the problem of evil. You are mistaken if you 

think it is really there.

NM: That\a» Argument that could lie-advanced until the 20 century came

along. I think the 26lh centuryZmattered that argument. Shattered it by 

forcc majeur. Thet^useful notion, force majeur. It means these particular 

facts are so strong that they dictate the-only way you can^pp roach the 

problem.

suffering is intensified by at least one order of magnitude. Jh^notion that 

Contemplate the Holocausyrnd the gulag^^nd the mystery of 

evil is illusion becomes offensive. Of course, maya assumes that all of the 

"outside world," good, evil, and neutral, is illusion—wonderful, lovely outer 

events are as illusory as suffering. It's all maya. But I must say I find that 
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almost as offensive. It suggests that we are at best no more than the equal 

of any holy cow in any Hindu pasture. Indeed, the notion that all life was 

illusion was not a bad way for the upper classes of India to salve their bad 

conscience at the sight of the hideous poverty around thenvjmt that's 

another discussion.

If you believe in karma as I do, and so believe not only in rebirth, but

in (Hvittely subtle^judgmen^Conccming the manner in which you are reborn,

there is also a part of me that (Is sardonic and expects that God has many .

-dependable rate with only a statistical spike here and there—a local

earthquake, a terrible storm or flood—God can receive and judge incoming 

souls. Forgive this unforgivably crude presentation of celestial mechanics, 

but it must serve to make my crude point. When wheesreincamation is 
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flooded with a huge number of deaths that have no meaning—because they

are abrupt, even near-instantaneous, without warning, and provide no

would argue that a sudden, unexpected death is much worse than death that

So I think the Holocaust exploded many of the divine procedures

comes to one after a modicum of psepaatfion./fbelieve there is a profound

Reincarnation. I think there was t^siWe confusion in the heavens Ja celestial 

nightmare for God and the angels.

ML: Was it so different from trench warfare in the First World War where 

they were killing 150,000 people in a week? Surely, that equals the rate of 
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people being exterminated in the Holocaust. By the time the First World

War was over, something like 30 million people^^^^

NM; %s„ I thrak ips analogous. When deaths occur too quickly, the

powers and processes of reincarnation can suffer chaos.

ML: So every time this has happened, like at Stalingrad, the battle of

Stalingrad, or the horrors of China when the Japanese went into

Manchuria—all of those...

NM: When you go into a battle like Stalingrad, you are, at least, prepared

to die. What was most diabolical about the Nazi camps is that they dkhft

for death oruhat-day. They did not state: "We are going to

gas you today." On the contrary, they told the concentration camp inmates

that since they were lice-ridden and filthy, they would receive showers, 

please undress. Those prisoners who were most obsessed with cleanliness,



12/15/2014 01:58 FAX 016

melaphysical interview? revision 1 7/19/05 16

trooped happily into the gas chambers. A minute later, they were

«ze I ”1 1 IT IK
L.———'' If

-—they. weFsrScreaming, "You lied, you cheated me. 'Ras-i-s-avzfei?2’ I am 

arguing that ith r5ne thing for a thousand people to die in a large room at a 

given moment, but the difference is whether they are dying in a rage,Ci­

feeling that God or/Something on high betrayed them, or whether they were

prepared to die.

In contrast, the soldiers in Stalingrad knew there was a very good 

chance they were going to perish. That, I would submit, offered less 

grievous problems to the powers of reincarnation than the camage of the

Had

Holocaust. I repeat: it is so important to have a sense of why dying*

Tor^0-ye^f?rJfOT~nray-eveft^^TgaQyToi

CP*?-  42—-^
e.xpixiJjgj2e£^tis^mu-ar&^ldrbeeattstryeBf4>edy4s-geae-EftO‘24ia¥ffif4ive^
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ML: Are you saying God was not able to accommodate JwipU uztia- 

were BSt ready for reincarnation?

NM: What^basic in the universe? One thing we do know rsathe- ‘de­

conservation of energy—wc know that you ca^do everything at onc^fpr 

everyone and evgirythrny-All existence seems to be built on that notion.

Va'.-,£ tMt life rw of everything at nnr.c—y

issuminc *hat  Up nr s;he is never nvnrlondad with Xesnair at



v ■ere. When God’s wk is present, that’sjjto close <» you vcill g.cl

or hell, knowledge that you will have a Letter life or a poorer one at the s»an

CAitoUblcu, ulcii itiC CiloxCJJ /.iutUC ..J? f 5 .. - - - -—

/ tilery’s not cnot?!,.n <>» t TOO ’•■• y” ’ s'!’■ 1(1 .’ . ■- t liHULdU.-l
I

-----*7 --------- • ■ ......... .................... i •..-..'.inir.n nnrn A110 1 JOO ?g next

{ r tw.-f?-, /.*■  "Ly
. <- ...j...._.£■. Th’.- is at the core of everything 1 have been saving: God is a

that deesfife!^anJ0bd is all-powertui.



/IF Z?01 ;1 m • Ffl FAT tvfl 1 Q

rH®*  ruh'1'??'??! r«?yicinn 1 7/io/ns

^■4^ • ? ’*4*o*  ’»«„ 12 it T^C"-0 fnr frCi/i accirm ?5

~ -.-:~ - t—-*?-  +r~. - — r— re~ ~ J.^.J ot. „ TJz^.1^«rx?,r* ♦Ixzx^ wK/> r^nzarl ir\

$lnzr> 'h'onnkcm9 I r1r»r,’t foa tRc» HiH>arAnff*

Vrwii r»«ar-to»r» It/

/energizea ana reaay io ieam,«Au Diners, wncn you wdi\ m,

>.T> .<. _OT^ lofj- «,nv.___ VnT, Un.,, r» ♦/■»o r»l^zu»•

lethartnc. Some are eaeer to be m c!?ss ?nd others are there because iw*.  f

CAnfnnIcnrv Sb that when vnn Hie with itrcat bitterness in ”ovrr f , w

\

*L ‘_ z,--Kr -t-rx ya«?-«r*<»friction 9 I nm nn>>; cncrnlsatinn nnbraopnucIv hilt

ol^nvf? ntf*  T I’S *?5»V.  the mnnitnrina SH??*?!  COIHC? hv t^lzpc; n:io QtHCk

and has a sense of how the recently expired soul before him ^(strong here, 

w<?ak the-e and might well to here or to there. In normal situations, they
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moire ntiirV dericinnc Rnt if the cnnl is in riisnrmv if it is rm^lncnns tn

howto giv? npr«c::>rv rnnncel tn a norsnn who han crimp intn vnur

i'A
room with a terrible hannmrciTand is now threatening to blow his brains

O’lt. dor’t nnr^ccrori 1v Vnrnv whprP frhPV chnilld bp aWDTIPd TO

A-c-^ T frhinV fhic rorripc m/pr fn cnmp pvfrnf Tn whfft I'm tnlkina nhmit

Ml • OK I, nnrinF^Mnit ril ivu

^Fsixf O!l±! thff nicfilTff Wc’x*c sbovt hrtnre but thi’s R Thr

fifth theodicv God*s  divine nlsn is cood Wbat wp cpp ac evil in nnt rr^Hv

•r^-( ,. r"> I
evil. Rather U»e part of a divine design lliatps ^tciuall>jgood. Our limitations 

prevent us from seeing the tye./ncture. Aft4<Certainly you 11 grant tnat God

cl 'j

T./fhriri we do.

NM: Of course
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S4? th’HOS wa think o ?prri'nlp traqpdv turn niTt -vnn know vnn wv a

yrar later—I’ve heard vnn dn this manv time':

Mr.'?! Vo?, ?277?’lr. T"hp-^iznrct nvnpripnr’p nF mv life And the mnst

Y31’J?h!e. Th?fs nnp thing Rut tn hnild a thenlncnral cvctem on this

3 i • .jT tt i 't-1 i- . . .t. _ ___ L..l_- ~fr
C2k. £ ALHUCciUbL, A HC 111 Ol jJk.1 JUU miU vuU inu, 14u.< •

JHolocauX was good for-fttTTnarrny/'wiii alter my dunking drastically.
(

KyO .’ ’Fho ryre**  ex?rr‘r‘M ?S k’d5*? traitnr 3 hptravpr vet he

nprpc<;arv tn fund's n!an

NTiyA’ '"V*  wh?.t Go^’s "u/pcO Vnn'rp takina thp raneived

W^sdorr*  of theoIooi^-O? u,ho h?vo hppn living with rhpsp pnicrmAs fnr two

thousand years and coming up with answers that serve their respective
- ' V Z Z-7 -AZ . „/

^g^<tir<- S" r. ----- -- ----------------

-r-"—Rut what thev conclude mav have nothing to do with reality. 1 
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wrote a booR^that-said fwo things happened because of the crucifixion.

One' that (ir.ii Inst tn the devil when He hart expected tn win—He thonaht

Jesus was going to change profoundly. Hedi iow enough
Z> _ T* — tJ , y ««•

abJj^^y5a^"-ojLthkXuxie /Fin htnrMhan’we ns parents necessarily know

&OV pai") r* r* f» >»o rn Pro > v-> zAI » r A »•» rl V, •• » v z , r»/*t  <• Omc^ s.^n uurpxxow Uu JbJ,

rnnrh Jn Crpa^p and nvprqpp nil q1 nnrp ic nnt nprp^arilv tocijspd nn what as

nnp nFTJic Cr^a.!?OP.S ?.?*?  rannhlp nf Sin I'm willino tn th?»t Ip<cim was

T-Ttct hrJd ctrnlzp Tn rhpcc fhr inctanrp whpn a rpflllv hnld mnvp i<z martp

and yoii^not sure how going to turn out, you record n wnn an

gy God's expectation forexclamation point and a question mark, b

H . fcaTT / r t Jl^

Jecius was hnth an exclamationhwHsk-and a question mark. Then, it-dtdn't

P-Tis brilliance came, nn with one nf the few oreat victories He had over the
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devil. He eave us to believe that His Son had died tor our sins. What a
5^ Van Brunt

were

spaghetti. The Strawbridges tried not to notice her lack of table manners,

Godl^}tl'KeOOftverbation*beeaihwstoai<1ed?a'siMhilb ’piekcd iT[W chibfcen breast

and began gnawing on it. I’d asked Harris about his work and he asked

nie’^dut'rnin^rilosanyrrYncirfo’rnal<c smafiYil)^, a’lxHit’lFie’^eather, and

how awful Reagan was. Mimi^aycf her a I don’t give a damn look, and
after the events had. taken place—fcyis exactly what we humans do ail the r1 "

afterwards said they were dul( and boring people, and she never wanted?
. ,/ 7y-___c*U  er- 9 “>‘'7, -*•
^tb^efeSK^nCagai nWcrc-a 11-myTriem-fc-so Inning, she’d asked:------""

_th»o_4f1vAne of our fundamental activities. It enables us to keep on living.

So^ShcrWouldn’t ctrH them to'cEecKon’my whereabouts. Some
p ~ d^S-V^!arS;~yf?n.<Zn thrruinh ^icaclp.rc andJnoV tn

"Hitflc? volte m nwlfead trjc^l^q^lbwm^gying I couldj^encTt^miiht^with

Laura Cohen, and Mimi couldn’t prove that I hadn’t been with the/
Ivirr:—.;; suaiuii victories uUrrrtne'jzwsuru€«€at-------

Strawbridges.

NM. Yes: Uutwpie the, as.siimppPU in-taU-U rhat-4^ ia uo mych/ike us in
fcYmire right, 1 told Lain a. I do want to see it. <1 decided to let

things {k&ThTlHc'ff'rfaluraTtlirection, just to see where they would take me.
many ways tMTHe or She also has an ego to protect.

We rode the subway to Mawiiatifarf, getting olXxh-Seventh Avenue
ML- The next ther,dicv argues that evil is ffi?cons<vnience.m_nLlho cause, of-"

" and Cnristoplier^ walking hand in hand to Sixth Avenue. The theater was 

„ cool and uncrowded. We sat in, the front ro.w of the balcony, where I had_ jp. God's w?!J. universal reowrocatiw inv*  wniiid
plenty of leg room. Laura nestled in close to me, her head on my

_u^h^4^t»^W^lWh^^^MP^hSf-4vh4dTd3^tamed of scenes like this

before meeting Mimi six years ago.

The movie itself was silly, but the music redeemed it. I thought

Tom Hulce as Mozart went over the top, as if he might be putting the
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devil. He gave us to believe that His Son had died for our sins. What a

deep chord was struck! But to say this was planned in advance—dubious!

God may well have been responding to a (defeat with/a victory. That makes

more sense to me: God was re-writing the depths of what had happened

inexactly what we humans do all the 'A14*Ceafter the events had taken place

-BeGaHse7Utr^Q4!woagh-disasi£xs==yQiLgQ_th{W3gh-disastoFS-aHd-lQoklQ.^_;

ML: ... snatch victoiies Bum tire-Ja^g-of defeat—^

ML: The next theodicy argues that evil is tHeTon^quence^jiQUhe-eaus^rxjf"

]MMr^¥es74=sappase4hfi-assiLEiptiiiQ-iH-tbi&-is-lhat-GQd-i9-s©-mM€hl!ike us in

£>£people failing to observe God's will. Universal, reciprocative love would

solve most of the problems that lead to the evils in the world.
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NM: Well, let me go back to something I said earlier. Whi>h God is

searching for a deeper set of meanings in evil. God does not pretend to

understand evil completely. Evil has aspects that God's understanding

■asg-unHhrstafid shnrtnfpftr-fr^nn The fundamental notion is that God, like

cannot penetrate. GtnUs_nnt nll-Jcnrwing. then^TI-tbfng,?, ineliHlingfeviV

us, seeks to learn. Maybe at the commencement, at?©giW5», whatever form

it really took, foriie vast deity, very far removed, said, "All right, Young

One, this will be your territory. Do what You can with it."

ML: That's a gnostic idea.

NM: "And if you fail—well, other young and-stebdog. deities have failed

before you. All the same, give it your best attempt You are an artist, after

all, a great artist; maybeJYbu are the greatest artist we have available just

now for Your assigned part of the cosmos." All right, God soon discovers
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that He or She has a great deal to leam about evil. And is fascinated with

evil. You could go so far as to say God plays with evil, uses it sometimes,

but is not fundamentally evil. Is not fundamentally sympathetic to evil.

ML: Well, you have a view of evil as a powerful, dynamic force.

NM: Yes, I see evil as looking io destroy the part of the universe that we

know.

ML: Yeu-ksujw, Emerson said there really is no evil, thereJs just the

absence of good. But that there are degrees of good, just as there are

degrees of worth.

NM: "Rss-is too easy. It enables us to go to sleep at night without worry*

But on the nights when one can’t sleep, sometimes you can feel there's evil

in the room, evil in your heart, evil in people around you—not all the time,
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ou certainly can't say itbut on those occasions when one's felt fees,

ML: Here isfee argument«fer fro® with Evil is the consequence of God

permitting humans to have free will. Human cruelty is the price of freedom.

God gave us this freedom and He erfere. Without the possibility to

choose to do good or evifawe, humanity would be nothing bet robots.

«.£•-€. *■£-
NM: That's the best single, strongest argument. But theologians aw- 

tsbusing-i-t. They wiggle out of it. They pul God back in control by the end 

of the argument.

ML: Well, yes, at the end of time, Godi&es over again. This is a testing 

time.

NM: Here is exactly where existentialism ceidd(fearup on all fours. Yes,

God had io give us free will in order to find out about us. He could learn so 
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much more about us once we were given free will. But, of necessity, the

door had to be left open to the devil. This was a move done, perhaps—on a

cosmic level—in fear and trembling. Yes, great fear because the final

answer had to be left open. It was not free will unless the devil had equal

opportunity. God did not create alone. The devil is in there also.

kfZ-5 (dug. «=* —*/

I would add that it is not only an open war, buya tri-partite war, which.I

*hjakds^ueiy4mp£Miani__If it is only a wanjBetween God and the devil, and 

we are no more than the|SipicaMhcJsatticgmuad-iiftal^/the turf, then we 

still do not have free will. We bekrng-tfs players toGod or the devil. To be 

free we have to have the ability to stand, so to speak, as the third creative 

force in this combat. That creates a new kind of fear in humankind. Some 

used to &s?fthat the devil would triumph and we would all go down in 

disaster. Others supposed that God would tfrc^i-ph finaHy^affd, yes, weJ^-Z/j? 
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would all go to heaven. That was viewfforcenturies. Now, ■flic ns if any 

one of the three ea^tnumph. We can even conceive of a universe that 

manages to for a period without either God or the devil—to 

a degree. I don't pretend to know how to speculate on this. Let’s say that 

arrive at a point where it becomes man's world, the humans' world. That &

man may become more powerful in relation to God and the devil^wen 

mid ^/disastrous, absolutely disastrous.

ML: What would make that come about?

NM: Technology. It's obvious—well, obvious to me—that every effort is

cpk.cc

being made in these years to replicate a human bein^It might take two

centuries but thatis |(vhat we humans KeiWieH-bent on doing. At that point,

4e©!55-t2=^teee4iitrr.

4a ^til
free-wil 1 IgxoincsnThsastei fui God Khar go grown in intensity tlurit
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ML: Here is the last theodicy, The eighth. God is a righteous judge. And -5'° 

people get what they deserve. If someone suffers, it is because they have 

committed a sin that merits such suffering.

NM: PftHUyjeastnning Mnrh riiffrowg^nriw n rlhrinn

balance has been disrupted.! We had a different relation to existence, 

such food. Now tbeyhre brought to stockyards. Meat for consumption is

Sows are kept in cribs so small

thousand years ago^wksnyot*  had to hunt an animal fif you wished to eat

In all kinds of disagreeable

they do not have room to move once they are fattened. The world of nature 

nearly everything contributed to the feedingwas fouilt/oncejon p

:en care of. This

was the original and beautiful conceptioiy^bi^a-

re initial eoneephurrm-a-i-a??contemporary agribusiness

-as-mtreh relation-

cycle. Along-uu»reincarnation,^VCT5^ffii
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iE©j£ie-SGxipt-ca»-o2e£-a4ew-tfaees-i&4fe&^H2i-BT i&&a«—so mony-feifigs—

ha'earlier human notion that excessive evil was

compensated for-t-if you were killed before your time, reincarnation could

■X/• . rtmake adjustments —may no longer be operative, aad yet it itAhe 

^cnTy explanation 1 know for why many young soldiers are, when tested,

ready to die in battle. I think they have a sense—comparable in some

degree to the terrorists who are blowing themselves up—that they are going

somewhere special. Right or wrong, this is their belief. It's a deep belief.

So deep that one cannot necessarily ignore it. That introdu8€e-a.dikjaiag

arid.an enigma. Perhaps there are gradations to evil, and so some evils are~\
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gatr»gnri»c zvF ai/il e^;lc ifymi will av r>ppr>rad trwwwniv*  <»vil—,

aspiration?! evil, evil intoxicated-by~waai'h can do-fer-fese-l£-T=

Repea'/fhis theodicy, would you?

ML: God is righteous. People get what they deserve.

NM: . ?2 God does the best He or She can do. That doesn't mean

people get what they deserve. If they did, the universe would be equal to a

clock.

ML: Would you agree that it was inevitable once God gave us free will, and

intelligence, that technology would follow?

NM: No. I am working against the tide on this one, but it could be that at a

certain point tfent God hoped and expected thw-all of us would become

psychic. Great entertainers would be so intense in their art that men and

women all over the world could experience the performance. Yes.
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Depending on how skilled and beautiful your senses had become, be&ausa

agdrpaid-^afr^ena^B^ajifflit^senseSv^yvou could receive these

performances^&sa-aCTOss-fche-^sjid^Sttcould have people influencing

people at great distances. Of course, it didwbfrhappen. We looked instead

for technological means of communicating. And that blunted the possibility

of such fine senses.

i&h

ML: I would say that if you put people in a physical world, they are going

to invent the wheel. And once they do, technology follows from that.

NM: No, sir. No, sir. Electronics have nothing to do with the wheel. That

was one jump by mankin ■nbTnin^to do with.

ML: So when we went from a mechanical universe to an electronic

universe—
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NM: ThsPwas a leap not anticipated. Or such is my speculation. We still

don’t know what electricity is, nor vAet light reyer sound. Wqjsaa

manipulates&t these forces without knowing their inner nature. I say that

-ty' rz^-t
tgjjugs^great sense olTuneasiness h/us. Oucc-again we are fare tn fare

with knowledge that the endns unknown.

to more than way-stations^"ohlems and sufferings of earthly life

•Even most people who believe in reincamatiory'expect that sooner or

later they/reach enlightenment or some equitable resting place, and-As-

<-ft >-
aori!i-s®e-thftf^tJ=a4I. I think reincarnation makes no sense if the end is

foretold. TherentfTSMWGUjed^^ I can't emphasize this enough.

None of my arguments make sense if the end is known. It is precisely

C^tA. A.
because the end is ns^for-ctul-dlEathuman terror sits at the root of every

theology, sedmas for millennia. It is so difficult for humans to accept the
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likelihood that this world is as open and undecipherable, as chaotic, as

wayward, as playful, as perverse, as unexpecteoa&'we fear it is. I think this

is what has driven any number of theologians to the notion that it has all

been foretold, that the end has been granted to u^, but such conclusions are

foreordained end narrows our lives and shrinks our thinking^.

;otten us into all sorts of trouble. Because aoutrageous.

foreordained end narrows our lives aad shrinks our thinkin:

d
ML: If the end can’t be foretold, then clearly, God cannot be all-powerful

or all-knotting. So you don’t have to begin with a God who is limited; you

could posit an end that cahnat^be known.

NM: It’s simpler for me to approach it frorWhe idea that God is not all-

powerful. That I can grasp immediately.
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ML: In all these conversations we’ve had about the nature of God, your

supposition has been that God makes mistakes, He is not perfect, He is

much like us. But we know we have evil in us. There is evil in us as

individuals, and as a race. And if God is so much like us, then God does

indeed have evil in Him or Her. And that explains everything—you don't

need a devil if Go A—x.

NM: No, no, no, no, I don’t think that's it at all. God could have a little evil

in Him and the devil a great deal. If God has a little evil in Him,

fine.

ML: Let's say it's 80/20. If God just has 20% evil, wouldn't that be enough

to account for all the natural disasters and the Holocaust?

NM: Probably. But 80/20 is an assumption. What if it’s 95/5 or 98/2? This

;ns4$=sgmetht-ng-ta^rapple with in a novel. That could be interesting.
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ML: There are theologians who take this position. They’re called "open

theists" and take the position that God is imperfect and has enough evil in

Him—and the evil in God, coupled with the devil, is responsible for the

miseries of the world.

MM: Well, that could certainly be an answer, and if you want to respect the

Old Testament as more than a great work of literature, but as a document

with some reality, you certainly have a Jehovah out there wreaking evil es

/well as goodness. And it could be that God, being existential like us, was

trying to reduce the amount of evil in Himself or Herself.

ML: By doing what?

NM: For one thing, by trying to get that prodigious temper under control.

By daring to have a Son, a great attempt to improve matters. It may be God

was trying for more, over and over, and often deciding. "No, this move
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won't work." It may be that after Christ’s death, He had to decide if He

wished to build the Catholic Church. And maybe the devil was joining

Him. It may be easier to comprehend the history of the Catholic Church if

we assume that they were building this Church together in collaboration. a 

the devil built it together^nd-uswe most

unhappy and embattled partners.

In other words, God may be hawigfwe same sort of odyssey thae-

Ml: Are you saying that many human institutions can be the creation of

both God and the devil?

bJM: Absolutely.

Ivll: Do you see any human organizations or institutions that are free from 

the taint of evil? Or are they all mixed?
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NM: i think there's evil in everything.

ML; Baseball teams...

ML: Football. ..

NM: Give me-a-breakl- [pause] One last thought. Earlier, you were 

advancing the argument that suffering is good for you. That submitting to

God’s will without complaint is virtuous. And this virtue will earn you all 

kinds of rewards. We will endure whatever God sends since that is our

e only answer you Receive is, "QI?! how-can you

(resume to understand the mind of God?" Nour, /^jht there, is the most

dangerous single argument advanced by churchmen. It

is exactly what drives people out oflaith because it tends to make faith

passage to eternal bliss. Of course, if yourisTThow a perfect God can make 

matters so



12/15/2014 02:12 FAX 017

metaphysical interview? revision 1 7/19/05
39

brittle. Iiiirllier wwFds/sny time there is something you cannot answer, you,

^eyond^^Sjjjy ^fgftTi haste carryjy.s through this. "^Greater and

greater demands are placed upon faithpntil it snaps. And people leave the

Church, leave religion, cease to believe. While it is the neatest tfFtKT

. <X U\ ‘'7
various explanations of evil, it is also the most daag'ynn1: for the various.
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faith because it tends to make faith brittle. In other words, any time there's^. <*5  

something you eesjt (Answer, you say, "It's beyond me—my faith has to carry

me through this." Greater and greater demands are placed upon faith until it

snaps. And people leave^icaygjthe Church, leave religion, cease to

6T(?) XVJ TS:OO HOZ/ft/ZT
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evidence all over the place that evolution had done it over millions of years

so that we could not get near to God's roots. So, implied in all that is that

when we get close enough to God to feel we are in some kind o^alliance

with Ged—-which I think has always-been implicit In the relationship, why;—1

-then wc might begin to have some knowledge of who is behind God. But 

that won't happen until we get nearer te-Gurf.

ML: But you do see that as a possibility.

NM: GkiflUitoly. If things go far better than I expect they will.

ML: I don't know if you're familiar with the philosopher David Hume—

NM: Vaguely. I had him in college.

ML: Well, he got into the intelligent Design-argument way back. One of

the proofs of St. Thomas Aquinas for the existence of God is the argument

from design. It goes back that far, a thousand years. Aquinas has many

proofs of God's existence but the fifth one was that design is so perfect in

the universe—he didn't even see beyond the solar system— 
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revea) something new about himself and the world. He’s one extreme,

Henry James is the other. And between them lies the effective use of

Intelligent Design.

ML: But what would Joyce have done?

NM: Joyce is so much of a genius I don't want to hang onto his coattails.

J4i/iall off. I don't know what he would have done with the cow turd.

ML: I think he would have appreciated it.

NM: He might have looked for the twenty-two words in fifteen languages

that were closest to the sound of shit. What would be the wonderful sound

he would come up with? On the other hand, he would have been removed

from the situation. It was not life he was interested in so much as language.

ML: I disagree. The first person to wipe his ass in a novel is Leopold

Bloom.

NM: Your point.. You are ad-in.
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resting upon a turtle." "Madam, that's very helpful, but what is the turtle

resting upon?" And she says, "It's turtles all the way down!"

ML: I do remember that.

NM: I'm not going to get trapped in arguments that ask me to explain what

came behind the God I'm talking about.

ML: But you beat Sartre over the head because he won't allow for a force

behind humanity. Why can't we then try to find out—I'm not trying to

refute you, but—

NM: Let me put it this way: we first have to become close enough to God

and helpful enough to God—large questions we haven't even entered—the

relationship of humankind to God is something wc haven't even touched

upon—gsd until we're a great help to God^^hy should God trust us? You

remember, at the end of Harlot's Ghost, Hugh Montague goes off on this—

to me—intriguing speech that God^iaving decided man was wholly

untrustworthy, created the illusion of evolution, that indeed, the universe

really wa/created entire, ex nihilo, by God in six days, but He then laid in


