
JBM: -Question one: Although most call my generation"GenY I believe a

had access to the internet. There was this tool called the intemet,on which 

you could go and do research if you liked, but you certainly didn’t have to 

and in fact it was recommended that we use the library stacks instead. Four 

years later when I graduated from college you had to register for your

and a cell phone and the world was suddenly faster and smaller and filled 

1

TOI/I

withlmfinite possibilities and in turn a great deal more confusmg. After my

better label might be the “Bridge Generation^ I think of us, the ones

V>A*
school, we had something to the effect of four computers in the libraryebab-^ 

Nurnran-MaUer^,
John Buffalo Mailer

■faly IO7 2O&3~'» -----------------

graduate^high school in the mid-nineties, as the last generation to ge- •f co v«.r; nj
voL-V Au. uj-nX

I—\ ------------- ^/aj^c.5
classes on line. There was no altemative^way to-do at. vEvery one had e-maiT^x^_ 

*
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what we’ve gained and what-we^ve-lost

only—the chances of history being re-written Wservelhe-intefests-ofthe- 

elite becom^more likely. What advice would you give my generation in 

trying to hold on to the positive elements of the twentieth century and 

passing them on to the next?

NM: answer yburqatstiuir. As you spoke I

was thinking about the vast gap between your generation and mine. It isn’t 

2

ZO10

as if, after all, I’m®kJ-fer your fathWrm more than fifty years older than

move towards a digital record of history as more and more tangible

141
lco',H?lindependent media disappear—magazines and newspapers 

one will remember what life was like before the technologicalgeneratj
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are four or

five. Not because we’re net-slose personally, but when we teJk^deolngicaLly, 

tvhea-we try to address certain questions, Hb&Uhs-w&rld-is-takis^turns-ffit—-

kdw»^ven kpnw how toeeRversa&SQ^’J-

ake it a point of honor not to use

o^oourse^^t* the same time^ have all the advantages of a-e®f»p^/because I

hough to be your grand-father ia a sen&e.

ere are two generations between us.

you, which makes me

isn’t

turn a essapater on.

have an excellent assistant, Judith McNally, and she’s been working with me

'o me there is a kind of (zwwf^ilyerthF

>day-e»e-srbeiuw*^e4®v<3ts£4h©s£^vho had t

T4jere-i&-something--^pis hard to explain how agreeable it is to t^rnuTh 

comDuter. t^^^intcnieUxHfe^fe^^gg^-it^^rwiTeiT^e looks' at a screen all

ifiv^/aspects without
(& m t (Z~

get thefor many years

having to

ewriters all their lives.

longhand. You feel that all of your body (has come" dbWfb your fingertips.
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the-pro&egs. Then of course; to see it typed up by someone else—if you are 

fortunate enough as I am to be able to afford that sort of work all the tim<

hereas when people work

IBM: I agree

means thaty^s-as if someone else kas-weikm it. And kfT^eotd^ proceed on a

ove foiward as the original.

directly with the computer jwhet-happefi&dsdhejt^ typing as they go, theyk^

editing^a%^a^g^bey-a?s-conflatirig the process.- AadJq mcT-agatHj-iTis——

^ven if you have bad handwriting as I do—there’s sometlmi

x/evS/G ’

eganl

double basis.

eGpsSor of the text

your

. Personally I write longhand first and-----
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affeeti .Gtffects the words that come ouLa&^jpposed'tolypmg-Hi-thc

4k; a k

J§&£r-aHd"{hese are some of the differences thst I’m

''ji •’ >a -l-Li- l«-e-K-j
compose on the compute^ii4—fhe-tangible-quaht/ ofthe pen to the paper.

'^7.' the good thing about that is dffif-I get me immediate editi

•*
\JO '

<-v /
-key. There’s something*sterile about that.

len I speaktolgenerations^ounger/h^-Mhey-dorft

xtffrdersfandjnnt. They don’t understand the feeling one has one holding tfea-

newspaper in their hands in the morning as opposed to getting wit

sold

5
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;e to answer your

epression as

I’m probably happier and more

frfe. But that’s because I can look backcomposed thanks ever]

others. 11 stiH want t

iCbver my desk because if allthat remark up, typed in big letter^

fear wfeehds that we may not reach the end of this century eMkny—

:~fom geiiennfnHig-jkfres if we’ve advaneed-eight or ten gPReiatiuiui in tonne—,

6

90

state of/pessimismnow than I’ve ever been-and/his is no

NM: Let me ratchet^JJup several notches 2 

reyien fordhj We’ve advanced enormously—not three of

question in any real wayu would have to explain to you that I’m in a deeper

Actor’s Studio,Workis a blessing,^ And I tell you 1 could ^Ssfa&Xve^Zput

such, my pessimisiri is nut at

on my lifeasd feel tfesfc I’ve laid certain things to restraftd4da'ready to do

else fails, the work is there a^d-the-work docs •give you-
5

the point. My larger prospective is-thatd-have, apurpose. Butthat’s
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^-same-time.

^/Interruption in the

world. Till- ui'I Jir^iii>^» <m a* nwat li-n^hn n.trhrtnt flip interruption of TV----

4 eCi y / if —— f ■ —
of^yinuvCTiientof history. Wo’-w squeezed two^fthree centuries into

more and more deprived. There’s more noise

fifty years. Ap^^a result!

Z4

rw’ll get to that later—is-what.they lose is-human scuse equipment; the-*

ability to^vd^ttes^^-^concentrate. They-forget. .-Wette eagaged-ia-a.

trying to wreck by becoming toerGodless." And the liberals are

•saying, r our absurptiaa-iiKGod^judgmental is forcing al/humanity into

<S*==?t TC-I/ J f
huge race where man looks to conquer nature on man’s own terms wjuch is

; «^v 7^
America right no w^and they’re both right. Not O8rthi.ii uwjj: EadrliHS

V/hat^U'^te^t4^Wt''g'f extremE£^sweeft4ha4eftaRd4.he,rigbt ip

eneral remark, but it’s as if under Everything a great war

between tfe-liberals aad conservatives. The conservative ssjL “You guys are

<£

very rigid patterns that
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igfit in the criticism of each

other. *&j/this/Create aygloominess in-me. have to tell you^^y

(fyee^
feeling is we’ll be lucky to get through this century, fertile last century w

net&ngftrsay-errtheiF^wi^

paranoiamn both sides.was remarkable Aad_thati

twenty first centuij^ Well, we were wrong. We didTeaelt-rtzAnd the cold

astonishing fashion in-a-eertam-seas^. After altfthewar ended hml

-weH=happen agairr n greater danger than we

ever were before because we have more powerlhatjy&isah-evcr tear

and we just don’t begin to know how to deal with it.

The war in Iraq, parenthetically, is a perfect example e£feg>w when it comes

^qTall thumbs. The more powerful we

I look upon the speed ofbecomeythe more ignorant we become.

to looking to build societies,

technology and the speed of communication, and the speed of the internet as

8
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being on» ofijhe du factors in all of tliis. Tee

"wanted to learn something you had to get

«*£to the library, pass through a kindly or cruel

librarian—especially if you were a kid—and end up having to

information you wanted. And in the courseyou came into contact with

ou were living in a cultural■books which had their own resonance.

medium that ionant. Asd now

JBM: Absolutely. And-fi©w Wien you go to the library stacks and-you

through the internet it’s hard to keep it all in your mind. There’s k

UH. -----
d-there-to access and as a result we don’t know anything: Asd-

Xrt/hat can we trust?

9

CO (0

^eseat^h^whatevepyse^are^^esearehisg you have a tangible sense of what you

15^ H"'
are'^mngThrou^l.y^sitheid^^i^^^^

comes too easily
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-
NM: Well, it isn’t asri/we_doa4 know anytlrrng. But if*t» Jwiy'likdVyAat-W

ijav® a false sense of how much

il-k ■£
you had some kid who wa >NM: Yes. You know in

ever had anyonetough but was al

than his little sister Tide could end ur withbattle

idea of power that wouldn’t be at all

M: And what is'thg'source? It’s one thing to have amook pubhj

u trust thatVvheiTanyon

. It’s another thing to write an historical do ent on the

comes too easily.

or©

10
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IBM: You have a great line about technology; More power^ and-less

pleasure.

NM: Yes.

JBNkzSeems true on every aspect.

NM: feg- nnly-thing rd say is ^ake out “great line.” From now onjio

complements. You'bg/ny son/^^Z-fe^T^You can’t go around giving rue 

compliments.

JBM: All right, I’ll never compliment you again.

NM; Not never again. Just for the puiposes of this book.
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to most p

can do

omeonc else is going t

Capitalism is greed. What makes it strong is that there is creativity mixed in

more

However it does it

and honors. Ari! I don’t know how you fight it. /I’vesorts.

■4

[thatgreedisparamount,/Greedbecomes respected^

UUGck
price, and-that is

^NM: Well, I’m out of answers. The strength of capitalism iMtsweaknessj

0'^

friends7^iBy^dLfeeXlha^?>And^®t-th®r®^a~s^£sife^<tEere is nothing we

. How do we ovefcbmeThat? Is it

Ul- J® five times mor a-

essjM

witiTRi No question
/' CT'

12
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more powerful economically over these last thirty or forty years, but I’ve

eat pride

Pi=e®idents-are-ntrt^f4he-same-&fatae-that-fhey-wer

of improving we’re getting worse. You could point to our president.

made the remar

seen America dumbed down by capitalism. I’ve seen^iecome more and

experiment/Instead

J\-V> 6 tsj —1(
x'--—-''^/presumably the greatest demcaimr^f^lMemnciasioMhe-greatest-T^—

also seen it become less cultivated. d this is1

■sarne-te^®=b££§&®s3^s'/fhe same is trueTh the way we speak. have

democracy,

in democracy-^ Democracy'

Shakespeare. Through all of jt^ups and downs the

??rpErrr

in their language. We don’t. We’<?e-bosn.violating our language. Part of

that is hard sell. Part of that is ^apitalisn^ Paft-of-feaLjs^vertising. Part of
■/'

tla^jsJhejsteffHpfie^^edverhsiftgTH^aHij

13
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JBM: in our flag.

14
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)

-hackNM; Tha&u&ft$M»£the gwastioi

Six months? Nine months? What would happeiMf-we-did. pull out no one

«-uhr*-You’d ^ave-tfej-Shiites moving out of

ynnJiave the Simnis-aa^Se^rhwts-

^haughrsfeeuHt-a-greafedeat-To begin with, you dealt

reak down completely into civil war. YUTrtrffi^^^Stsrds^sxiiie-eneJeve,

ove into Iraq witfrihe-Shntsr !-&^wte-likely that wj-

lewho are sm Iraqis,

S®-y©u^ia¥®-theffi-fii0ving

thretfcountries. Iti^alse-quiteTiksly^at
. - •/-----------

] ----------- -—’-s-'-f l-*->,< T'J ^'-iJ~

TrorifTird^y^^?s^(efi»^ge0=^

tafocsturedn ugoslavia. T^e-pFoblem-6®sid^^§?sgs5Ks®&

'~'~There~will be large arguments-abentmow fast you/Sull out. Three months?

Sunni area and

Sunnis mnwng-J 4s=few&soja. So

15
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We come in with the great arrogance that we

inderstand

4?from the inner will of the

you

■that itVFbunt from the ground up.

we^ofie”

paoplejMh^rCbuntry. Anat£a^egai^%d^ES^-^iv^you

eaU-Jf a thF^>

The-super

, 6^1-Care not willing to die for the idea of democracy you are not going to havej3

■eLsjmesaey. So we gsHB-<h®^^kh^e^ywnoare tarnished with the shame

of having lived under Sadam Hussein for thirty years and each of them^^aah—

■ef-theffi at their own level, however they did it, had^omake compromises

with the state. Just as you or I would have to do if we were living in a

totalitarian environment. What is so awful about totalitarianism is that it

16
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mH uV
compromises all'people who live wit And soLdoesn’t make for nicer 

people, it makes for uglier people. J#Russia, after the Soviet Union broke

example of thathZorruption(an^Fe^^2-2ad-self-&SH4©i!e^Ress-down

CTO'^IXVO

we could. A?sd now we’re paying a huge price. We/re in jg quagmire.

Ga wn all Llini7givLiHhe-pQssibility-ef-di&a^^-we-don’t pull-o^-ltov^ei^—x,

L> (^a^>
there is also the possibility that ft-w

‘g

?h-ey-aF®~going-te-hwep federated republic with three separate areas

2r«IHhETerTunhegE^Eo0te-feeHI^^-4hes'5--iiifigs^&9uld

th^n-begin»iRg^e^nakG-deftl6-witli^h©s^et^ -enable them

■hn find ways Hi re-lnwkUheir cnpwtry ■mrTfeel that it is their country Now to.

■seme-ehame t<rgiPW7^gF~i~^
co C-esss^

■Seoause-you-oauld-have-arijMiMJHbgs^eeafitees—,
/. TV
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dnuw’t hnvo TAynn’t *n hnTC

The greatest example of giving up>a bad war is probebiy/Grener

luring the second world warX^^abieJo,

-wreug=pbse. why lot going

eiy-ti-pF&teRd-to-be-aJbi

mistak^ anc^sfaja^ta^o-tho-

frSiu£h»tho-flatk>nal guard reserves not-b®in^/called to the front. He-oanT-do

G’dS’ I

do^ihat would take enormous. outage on Bush’s part. Which he?

^eria, It took s

■4o4tr^kat does Bush represent? The ability to-haue-aa-easy life. The-air

to pull OU

d-developr-Ibcntdd-develep——

tiggmghaF~-a**j_ip conppration.with the UN^With foreifin-GeuBtaes^y^ 

canw prnrf .<nri ft^ciirityin hum llu. A iibipnancgnnft_ Giypn M] thn|I Vi,C1.*l*

loanSyAvith-vaiTOus tures-wiih4hejnBewi®ed-Gf4he^otintiy-to-have

18
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NM: I don’t think so.vItXrank speculation. We’re far enough out on a limb

A
That’s rank speculation. Let’s avoid it.

Where do you see America in tenJBM:

®a- in office, and we're-not-gei

on a limb. et me see if I can jump from here to that tree that is pretty far

without goinguor speculation. Rank speculations “Here I am, way out

agreement was made to the effect of “You don’t ack American soil while I

M.

JBM: Do you think it’s possible that some'

years?

NM: I can’t answer. That’s beyond my powers.

JBM: Then what woulcPsay is our biggest concern over the next ten years;

24
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Not at all.

peopleWe happy that w

ailable for

now if the Chinese decided to takech more serious purpose'

he^yri^i^-But-what-Um-getting-at is that wslge4a a-akuation now-militarUy-

e rest of the wafld Wlrt)c4ikd, Oh,

NM: We have so many.

tAs> 5 ft 11
Taiwan, weTe-p^ettj^t^&ftdly-eiftbaFrassed. la-facteven Pat Buchanan, L _g

C-Ovtn M HW -CoZ MiACk

siiggested4fl4iis4®lumn74ot-Taiwan-ger41js-iiotuv05th-figlitiag_Qyer^And.

wtWbe for arespect in the world, but thatmight lose so

of our economy. We have {^>rth Korea who will zstbs-r become reasonable I

/couple of years It wasn

embarrassed again.

arrassed. We can look

25



t,s*~go~bade4QJhe problemsufacing AffleHca-ovcr4he-n£xt4ea-Yearsr'

Xhat-we^s no longer makingfthe quality products thaj-we used to

most serious single)problem,Jjttyj2k, facing the American

we’ve moved from^roductionjp marketing,

_me#ds? advertising has taken over,—Pt-used-to be-tha/the essential 

the American economy used to be the engineers, the 

■pjedtieers, the inventors,the capitalists who were willing to make

Jeehmtegy-if you wiU,-a£heav^dttty3e?hfteleg^ The people who worked

28

Tita

Thwi- nm nrnpnpwnblnmr faring ns—BrtTCTrnrning-i<i n nyiiijTtTTm of the, fact )

Besides China, besides North Korea, besides the/^uagmire in Iraq^
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in the steel mills 4n my mind were 

work with computer nets. For obvious reasons; ~^hey were taking chances

e/^ho now

with their bodies day they went-to work shoveling that red-hot puddle

before-thom-from one-area-to another,; from furnace to a pot^Sethey-

we-den^KvanHe-do-thai

skill.

£v&said4his-ovcr and over again~—----

XVJ 60 = 00 nos/zr/zr



JBMri-agreerwitinha'r~BuHookmg-b&sk^A.vtest4s-^aiftetHorthera-foc—

todng'-gonedfficd^

'"^■■'L^ou^Te^H^o^dn^gr^Er J wf: ppened-had^heymxiS^gne~'

inioJraq5-4nTOther"tv<3rdsrth®^^^f was in bad shape and they dida^=2ae

^hcy-wer-©=^4s§aUJhejn£mey^o the rich. Kfevrts-thftt-geing-te-paROJieiL

po clear it up Thay4sad-®0-featTdeasTO7Thow TO deal up a cuuiitt J7> 

^ow^ears~if1&ey didn’t have something bigger than giving money terfcg7=^

NM: W^jJj^n’t you think that is one of the themes repeats

itself over and over and over?

sc®

45
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JBM: My question is, why isjrt that chain eVpr broken? Because it never 

works.

reason may that there are too many people ii^«Hg4e-k®ap-that-

it reverently. Thay-do their-beeHe-keep^he

majority of-the-pupntese, even if it’s just fifty-two percent,of the populace,

ley know that stupidity is their greatest weap®n,/Theysi

NM: -W@M,'^t’s the question. Why is the chain never broken. Andhra

work, systematically, to enhance it. ^ndythey take pride i
Uzt^2sP^> Ct?/ k>

c&ts-Z- j)
advertising men tEke_pdde-feJiei»§=3Me to sell a piece of crap^feecatsa

Anyone can^L^Rolls Royce. But tty

8C@

46

XVd 6c:co ItOZ/Zl/Zt



IBM: What is your assessment on the state of journalism today! Here in

America.

NM:

today much more than I ever did when I was youn

don’t know a lot about the state of journalism all over the

e-feeHng^liavo-mQsLgenemlly-is-theS the writing is getting

^abourjoumalism, is that thejatritets-^e.gettu?gJj.enej/^e editors are getting 

better ovarthe-yeaK, and that’s a good sign. Thatls^o-best-feiftg4ajie said 

state of journalism, The New Yorkper today. And rm using tha

fon’t feebautfiontative on it I certainly read the New York Times

better. 'Hreywa5r®^noF®491eianl. The owners are probably even a little 

better in4hatthey are lessTesfriutrve4harUheyjLJsed-ta-b§. Fifty years ago

aJhij^fed-yaats ago, the, mvnew^were hideous. You-hadfeightrto^is^

then^tfrie editors were equally as because they were working for the

47
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d

owners>afid4hejgitefs-vi/ere forced t»geimto a species of private life,
Uftsf£c. 'C&Zifr''

■b®eausgjheyJhad-iheH>8>vini lilb aifli/they’d gcTout and get drunk

■yMwks.nnd thon go nut and get

djunk-tegether and tell the real story to each other.

JBM: You don’t think that’s happening now?

NM: NfeskJess. R^s-fiSdHrappEniftgrbtrrfiOMhe-wi^^

WM^VlKA-t.S +Ll-
h^s-happeaing-ts-befefe-a sstory even gets lok^lhef^

JBM: What about-fes-tbe-White House Correspondents?

48
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CIA agent who has

BM: nrrc more.

up aH their epf

tegitimate-

'I

as-weUjrijErSr

of

OUg) 6C:C0 tlOC/ZT/JT

push that forward, /H t-

. VJ%)

IBM: I guess it is analogous tma

And I think there number of factors. For instance.fthe>fite

quete-MR-quote joumalismfandXhere is t ditional standardly

evidence that there are no weapons of mass destruction in Iraq might not
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The Big Empty Generations 7/18/2005

The Big Empty interviews

GENERATIONS

JBM: Although most call my generation GenY, I believe a better label

might be the "Bridge Generation." I think of us, the ones who graduated

fiom high school in the mid-nineties, as the last generation to begin

discovering what the world was all about before we got hit by the

technological revolution and the age of terror. graduated/mgh

school, we had four computers in the library

which had access to the internet. There was this tool called the internet, on

which you could go and do research, if you liked, but you certainly didn't 

have to, and, in fact, it was recommended that we use the library stacks
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The Big Empty Generations 7/18/2005 2

instead. Four years later when I graduated from college, you had to register

for your classes on line. There was no alternative to that Get on line or get

mo classes. Everyone had e-mail and a cell phone and the world was

suddenly faster and smaller and filled with near-infinite possibilities and in

turn a great deal more confusing. After my generation is gone, no one will

remember what the world was like before the technological revolution. No

one will have a clear sense of what we've gained and Insthecmise of it And

that scares me. But it also makes me feel the responsibility to preserve what

J can of the old world, and pass that on to the generation beginning to come

up now.

As we move toward a digital record of history, as more and more

tangible forms of independent media disappear—magazines and newspapers

stop printing and go completely to the web—the chances of history being
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The Big Empty Generations 7/1 g/2005 3

re-written by ^he^Powers That Be becomes more likely. What advice would

you give my generation in trying to hold on to the positive elements of the

twentieth century and passing them on to the next?

NM: As you spoke, I was thinking of the vast gap between your generation

and mine. It isn't as if, after all, I'm just your father—I'm more than fifty

years older than you which makes me ancient enough to be your

grandfather. So, it isn't as if there are two generations between us—rather, I

feel as if there are four or five. Not because we're far apart personally, but

when we try to address certain questions, our conversation takes turns I

don't comprehend routinely. As you know, I can't even tum^a PC ©h^

Indeed, I make it a point of honor not to use one. At the same time, I have

all the advantages of computers because I have an excellent assistant, Judith

McNally, and she's been working with me for many years and she loves
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them. So I get the agreeable aspects without having to dive into the moil.

To me there is a kind of neurasthenia built into working with the computer.

To look at a screen all day is to take one down below the spiritual

punishment of those who had to bang away at typewriters all their lives. It's

hard to explain how agreeable it is to do one's writing in longhand. You

feel that all of your body and some of your spirit has come down to your

fingertips. Even if you have bad handwriting, as I do, there's something

longhand, to see it typed up by someone els<

Someone else wrote it. Arid-4hsj®fererI-ean-pr®Geed-on-a4®«ble-basTST-£

love forward as the originator of the text, yet now I am also its editor. I 

can employ^oth sides of my working self tksjsby. Whereas when poapfe

^HetWess/elegant about it oil. Then, £^s®ujs^, after you've written in

as I amjo afford that sort of wori^^Qhg-Uise^Hneans that I
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are wries^airectly with the computer, they are typing(as they go,,giien_^

editing, and so conflating two essentially opposed processes that call upon

different skills. That, to me, is one small part of the psychic toll visited on

your generation.

JBM: I agree. Personally, I write longhand fast. Unfortunately, most of the

Immediate editing which

ou lose when you do not type it up yourself. I become not only (to use

your big word) the Creator and the Editor but the Craftsman who turns the

idea into tangible reality. I think there's something gained in that.

However, when 1 compose on the computer, something is lostjshtKe lack of 

e words that come out. There's something

(time, I don't have the luxury of someone to type it up for me./I type it

myself, but ths^5od4hiag-®bQu44SaUis-I-gat«iv

pen to the paper

sterile about it. These are some of the differences I'm referring to. When I
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speak to younger generations, they don't understand the feeling of holding

your newspaper in your hands in the morning as opposed to getting your

information online.

NM: Let me ratchet this up several notches. To answer your question in

any real way—to give advice to your generation, my God!-—I would have to

-J7 
explain thatd*H^m a deeper state of intellectual pessimism pew than I have

ever been. Ttetf^not clinical depression a-s-susK The irony is that I'm

n<
probably happier ^fnd more composed than ever before. But that's because^

on I've laid certain things to rest. And I

nee,'at Actors' Studio, Elia Kazan said, "Work is a blessing." I

to keep on working.

iinpo

could put that remark up, typed in big letters, over my desk because if all 

else fails, the work is there, the inner sense of purpose. But that's also 
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beside the point. My larger perspective contains a fear that we may not

reach the end of this century. We've advanced enormously. By the measure

of previous history, it’s as if^ve’ve progressed ic-myJifg not through four

generations, but eight, even ten, as if we've squeezed two to three centuries

into^Hfty /ears^ As a result, the world is vastly more powerful and yet more

sensually deprived. These's more noise, more din, more

interruption/m the world. I feel as if we're losing the ability to concentrate.

Everyone seems to suffer from a sense that they are getting dim in their

memories. Yet, more and more, we^re engaged in a bags race where-man?

te®fes to conquer nature on maRls-onqi terms. Which is undeniably a large

and general remark, but it's as if back of everything, a great war is going on

here, larger even than we realize, between the liberals and the conservatives.

The conservatijs are saying, in effect, "You guys are trying to wreck 
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existence by becoming too vain, too Godless." And liberals are replying,

I!
"You obsession that Godjs judgmental or humanity into va^r

rigid patterns that won't work any longer." AaxQihe worst of it is that the/are 

both right. It's a war between extremes in^merac&a®®/, and 

right. Not aS-aH-ss-tflieir own beliefs and suppositions, but/fight in the 

criticism of each other. This serves to €Feate4nyglooininess. At its worst, I 

have to tell you, my feeling is that weO^oe lucky to get taEough-&is-ee2rtufy’.

I
Over the last century, {with our fear of nuclear war, that became a prime

A.-'2^5^-

worry. Would we even reach the tw^a^-Ssst century? Well, we were 

wrong. We did. The Cold War ended in a most astonishing fashion. After 

ah, given the paranoia that existed on both sides, it was remarkable how 

peacefully it ended. That could happen again. Life may well go on. But we 

are in greater danger than we ever were before because we have more 
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power, and we just don't begin to know how to deal with it. The war in Iraq,

parenthetically, is a perfect example. When it comes to looking to build

societies, we Americans are all thumbs. The more powerful we become, the 

more ignorance we reveal of the nature of other cultures. I look upon the 

speed of technology, the speed of communication, and the speed of the

internet as being the most dire factors inZUto^this. Because knowledge is

now too easy to acquire. In my ancient time (my boyhood), if you wanted

to learn something, you had to get up on a Saturday morning, go to the

library, pass through a kindly or cruel librarian—especially if you were a

kid—and end up having to tor tcelrfbnnaiicn you wanted. Aavm*

the course of it, you came into contact with books which had their own

-re&sRaasa? You were living in a cultural medium that fehrresonant. Now, 

it’s electronic.
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JBM: Absolutely. When you go to the library stacks, you have a tangible

sense of what you're researching. How old the book is. How much it has

been read. Was this topic of interest to other people? It's all there in your

hands. But when information comes too easily through the internet, it's hard

lounts of text woesm/Sccess

and as a result, we donTIIriow^gni^hing for j:i]re^g^aX-o?n_we ftnstZ,

NM: I would say list the internet gives a false sense of how much

knowledge we owa/Because it comesloo easily?

IBM: You have a great line about technology: "More power, less

pleasure."

NM: Take out "great line." From now on, no compliments. You are my

son. You can't go around giving me compliments.

JBM: All right, I’ll never compliment you again.
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NM: Not, never again. Just for the purposes of this book.

JBM: When I talk to most of the people I know, they do feel

technology does mean more power, less pleasure. I$-sesffis-there-is-a®tbi«g^

w©JcaajdQ4Q-slow4he-Fate-a^vhrchneru7tpewe?-K-d&sa!ej4fig-otiP^4eastsrej

The promise of technology was hssaase-we could do things five times as

fast5 y^fivould have more time to play with our children and enjoy life.

Instead, we do five times more than we used to. If you're not working as

hard as you possibly can, someone else is going to. You've got to have a

Blackberry and a cell phone, essentially an office that follows you

everywhere. How do we overcome this?

NM: Well, I'm out of answers. The strength of capitalism does have its

weakness embedded within it. For capitalism is greed. What makes it

strong is that there is creativity mixed in with the greed. No question about
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that. It seems to be demonstrated that capitalism achieves more creativity

than socialism. However, it does it at a foreseeable price, which is that

greed becomes paramount. Greed becomes respected and that is the

commencement of many new corruptions and horrors. I don't know how

you fight it. Because I've seen America dumbed down by capitalism. I've

seen our country become more and more powerful economically over these

last thirty or forty years, but I've also seen it become less cultivated. Less

CPU.
civilized. And is presumably the greatest of all the

O'
experiments in democracy .^Democracy is always an experiment. JifctU

instead of improving, we're getting worse. You could point to our

President. Compare him to Roosevelt, Eisenhower, Kennedy, even

Johnson. What a fall in stature, in capability, in mental grace. The same is

true of the way we speak these days. I have made the remark before, but I
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believe that one of thejteegs-v^liidUtepy&igland together was

Shakespeare. Through all -ps and downs^Eelinglish kepFagreat

pride in their language. We don't. We are violating our language. Part of

■^at is hard sell. PaaXx>£tl*af4Wue-i©-eapi4alisBMXsel£—endless

advertising. Part of the dumbing down comes from the constant

interruptions of our attention on television. Part of the dumbing down is our

excessive show of patriotism.

JBM: We do have great pride in our flag.

NM: Fascist countries always exhibit great pride in their flag. Flags make

me uneasy.
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Future Problems

JBM: Where do you see America in ten

years?

NM: I can't answer. Thasfe/beyond my powers.

IBM: That what would you say is our biggest concern over the next ten

years?

NM: We have so many.

JBM: What's the

NM: I don’t know. We have China ready to take over sizable portions of

become reasonable in theour economy. We have North Korea wl-

nuclear sense, or isssBlt. Those are two huge concerns. Right now, if the

Chinese decided to take Taiwan, we're in no good situation. Militarily,
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we're :oo little. Besides China, besides North Korea,

besides the Iraqi quagmire, we have outsourcing to face. We are no longer

the most serious single problem facing the American economy is that we've

moved from an emphasis onfproduction over telemarketing. Advertising has 

taken over. For more than a century, the essential stalwarts of the American 

economy used to be the engineers, the workers in heavy-duty factories, the 

inventors, the capitalists who were willing to make’fes new products. The 

people who worked in the steel mills were, to my mind, a touch more heroic 

than the men and women who/nowjwork)with computer nets. They were 

taking chances with their bodies, shoveling red-hot puddle from a furnace to

a poL Now, we out-source the dirty work. And we look upon marketing as

otuMskill. Advertising has taken over from production. If you keep making
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poor stuff, but show you can sell it skillfully, your pride is that you can 

purvey crap.
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What Took Us into Iraq?

IBM: I know you've answered this in a number of ways, but it just can't be 

asked enough. Why are we in Iraq? Unlike most people I know who are 

extreme liberals, I don't believe that Bush and Company are a gaggle of 

fools, not by a long shot. They are the most calculating administration I've

encountered in my life.

NM: I like that. Ey=far$he most calculating administration. Yes. Lots of

Ay
know-how, and no^€tHici

IBM: Given their intelligence, how could this administration not have

anticipated the long haul of the war? Because by now, Ws?€venTosing

t®=ge>h<p. This war is developing into extraordinary political cost for the
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administration. Why was it worth it to them? It can't just be the oil. Oil

prices are up. How does this supposedly Christian administration justify

these hordes of innocent people killed—

NM: Come on, man, save time. These administration honchos are

very intelligent with what they are intelligent at, but they're stupid as

where they are stupid. I will say this characterizes almost all political

regimes. Take Camelot. As open and bright and quick as the Kennedy

administration proved to be, look at how wrong they were on the Bay of

Pigs. Why? Because they didn't know a lot about Cuba when they came

into office so they listened to Allan Dulles and the CIA. It was a very

painful lesson but they learned that the CIA wasn't always right.

OK, all I’m getting at is the Bushies

("Targe problems. The efe^m^esahs Itank of scandal. The Supreme Court 
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reacted with unseemly predilection. The country's morale was poor. The

Catholic Church was in trouble—remember!—they were having aJHheir

exposure with priests and little boystj^e-3Rap^2^olwi5=®bvi®as.!ji, The

corporations were ii 

the-ossporaiion heads were under investigation or on trial. The market was

in doldrums. There was out-sourcing and unemployment. A-teri-of” 

pro-tem solution. The novelist in me 

would even warrant that the cynics among the Bush honchos loved the idea

fringing democracy to Iraq. Think couldJ/Aejn

m^^v^Thev^^^arfaithinlhe stupidity of the American people. So, 

problems for which war i
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they assumed they could carry it offi^With our mighty military^how could 

they not find something they could paint as a positive?

JBM; I was 24 years old at the time, a writer/actor in LA and I saw what 

was g oing to happen if we went into Iraq. How could they not have seen it?

I refuse to believe that they didn't know this is what would happen.

NM: Listen, these are gajs-who have been successful all their lives.

They've gone through many crises. Their feeling is, "Yes, there’s going to

be trouble. A lots i, a s probably going to go wrong.

But handle it." Not Bush, but Rove, Cheney, Rumsfeld. Take a guy

like Cheney. His whole attitude is: "Can do. Will do.” I would say their

I* L*- i
feeling vaay/"We'll take the shit that comes our way, but it will be a lot

better than chasing bin Laden^9 Q

That won't do it. The Democrats will be too ready to carp
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about everything that's going wrong in America. So we'll have the war.

Th&country is so patriotic. 9/11 brought us back again to operating speed

l/l <S2^ g (
jSiHhffiUJMe-willjHst coast on that patriotism. ifctheEe-aF&^robhiius, WE’IT 

rYou have to understand the depth and breadth

of the cynical optimism these guys possess. They csa^ilve with very bad

odors, Stinks most of can't endure._^aed»eF-one««f  their strength^ is-shek-

<* QMfarfgS
-skill-ai dvoidisg bad conscience. Immoral is not even a word fartfhese^

guys. Amoral is ncS^keng-encraglrwer-d. They gawe a god-given or

diabolically-driven capacity to live with innate bad conscience

don't give a damn. "Hey," goes their credo, "I'm tough. So I can live with

this. Others couldn't, but I can take it. I will endure. And even if it don’t

work, it ean work. Because we will always be able to find a slew of
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democracy is beginning to work in Iraq. All those neo-cons. They keep

saying that the Middle East is ready for democracy. Well, i they're right, I

Jr think they are a bunch o&Sell-servmg sons-of-bitches myself, but if they are

right, then we get the oil, and if they're wrong, we'll yet be able to blame

them." So, yes, John, to speak for myself again, I take them seriously.

As they saw it in 2001, the country was in bad shape and they-eeaWn’t

JBM: So, instead, they send the poor to die in Iraq.

lorate-the.torUgn clear it up, n&t-wa^a-they«e£eK/Dound andaetennined to

gkya all that/money upstairs to the rich.

NM: Don't you think that is one of the themes of history which repeats

itself over and over?

JBM: My question is, why is that chain not broken? Because it never

works.
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NM: That's the question. Why is the chain never broken? The reason may

be that there are too manypSoplewho spend their lives working to keep the

chain intact. They werk<pt it reverently. So they succeed in keeping the

know that stupidity is their greatest asset, their political

majority stupid, even just fifty-two percent of pnl=ce. They

iRSFgiaj]. They work, systematically, to enhance it. They take pride in 

palming off aay* sleaze on a big scale. / "Bring 'em on!"

generating more and more stupidity even as, to repeat, advertising men«as>-
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The Cost of Kerry's Loss

IBM: In "Myth versus Hypothesis," you say that if Kerry had been elected,

that might have proved disastrous for the Democrats. Since Kerry did not,

during his presidential campaign, disavow the war, Democrats would now

be paying for our situation in Iraq.

NM: Yes.

IBM: Now, eight months after the election, in light of Supreme Court

Justices retiring on this President's watch, do you still feel that in the long

run it's better for the Democrats that Kerry did not win?

NM: It may be that the price we'll pay with the Supreme Court will prove

too large. But my strongest feeling is that if Kerry had won, he would have 

reaped all the bad cess of the war in Iraq. All the blame. The Republicans 
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would have been claiming, "We had a winning situation until the Democrats

came in." The shame, the ignominy, the humiliation of that venture in Iraq

eastJBush is beginning to pay for his[been laid on Kerry.

sins rather than passing them on to Iron-Jaw John. On the other hand, the

-ho'
Democrats carse-up-w^h ^dreadful presidential campaign.

JBM: Painful.

NM: Painful^d stupid^and slack and soft. They didn't bite the bullet.

They didn't come down on that war in Iraq; they went along with it. Tfcsy-,

dfisenred-tedes®^-.

JBM: Dean was the only one who attacked the war flat-out and look what 

happened to him. Although, I found out recently that when Dean gave his 

famous "howl" and came off as a lunatic, in truth, the audience was 

screaming at the top of their lungs. Dean was simply
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warctefSTmly-heaxd-Doa^

few-days-aftejLU&appenedJ&x-pl2#ed^ndme=played-ihfiJimnieiU-77

eg ' . . ---- ------------
hcjnpen?—Pinter lohn it’r rnllnd n MAfwnrk frnd-and-if's ctnnrlard

wegjrying to yell over them, but the audience was not miked. So W-

^gmething like 3-1 times the number-ef replays the other networks iisedy

Was it just incompetence that his people let him come off as a fool? Or was 

it deliberate?

NM: Recognize that a candidate's staff is under enormous strain when 

they're campaigning. There are eighty-five things you have to think about 

and maybe your brain, which is getting more and more ran down aH-fc

is Creeping up with seventy-five of the eighty-five^Lo and behold, 

disasters occur. You make terrible mistakes. I was an amateur when I ran 
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for mayor but I made a few really large errors, let me tell you. So I felt a

certain sympathy for Dean. He'd been under this huge pressure for months

and so were his people. Maybe even more so. The exhaustion of a political

campaign can be analogous to trench warfare.
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Why Don't We Just Get Out of Iraq?

NM: Well, to begin with, you can't. The close argument comes down to

A- *t
how fast ysscssi pull out Three months? Six months?

2

'lS^sKTOuhHiappeciraradYiiSTs^wiiy-there4s-ne^rtd4sBt7^jid-n©b®dy-iQ—,

power can givej^n^w’^we^sJtbarTnere's too striking a possibility that Iraq 

would break down completely into civil war. You also have the hi;

-WEsesative possibility that Iran would feci?move/into Iraq to jetethe

but a good many. You'd certainly have Shi'ites FHO¥mg-®e*4>f ja Sunni area,

Mjbu would then haveiKorHes of Shi'ites and S’

have to go back again l^S^eotdd-eJae-end up-as-

*S !***«
ho have lived in Kurdistan for centuries^Rit now^ani iogei out. Not ali, 
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and Sunnis evacuating Shi'ite

X * _------------------- —------- ‘

stage?-Wherereouldffiush find a new clichd to make his day?

r~ -v-s crtwoededJajhQM^QlaUack-af^Hd^tawdiftgi We, so great a

democracy, ^emonstratedXhat we have little real comprehension of

if the people who live in

hat country. No^power'can offer you democracy as a gift. If you axe not

^^is-oaGouj!fe^E:aqiswho£rgziarnished with the shame of having lived under

willing to die forfife idea of democracy/you are not going to have one. So- 

..V...... ----------------- —V-.

ooking awful on the world'our own American

Saddam Hussein for thirty years. Each of them at their own level, however
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under it. Asd-fo.it doesn’t make for nicer people, if makes for uglier ones.

Russia, after the Soviet Union broke down, is one pvam-ntp nf —

Houtei^fthere is also the possibility thai Iraq would

not be a disaster. The void tiTat-th^T^^Trght^ol-Grj our withdrawal

could/expedite t!

ho4s^pi!lse404jav®raUhe4efistre-&deFated-?Sf>’2bli£^dth^sga£s^K'tO’
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-c£332s. There could even be^wmdovrfOTgrowth.

xoimtoe^, at present closed out, might be gung-ho to invest. Q^-ee^sgs^h©^-

FEljfiW^seird^e^j^qiy^reald-jeswUes&Jhan-QUiJimipa^sia^feh^a;-

cs><5iz^ < I-
feC i ’^C1

wQulfl^oteeiir-serembaFass-ottP-^GoifefiM^jnicrasts. S®yco leave now would 

take esssi^gssble moral courage on Bush's part. Which is the first of the 

manyfvirtues he is lacking.

Ttey^reatiSj! example of giving up on a bad war j^he peace General

forhis stature. He had, afterDeGaulle made with Algeria.

all, been the leading

■fepability to
fc-^s^bl/>$®-niaka^^?r-®H>what does Bush represent?

obtain leisurely service in the National Guard and not be called to the front.

^stha-lUs to maintain the isRi^bWof a traseh snldte?
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P-^sfa£^Jjgxaal^ffhmJA-r^y--!14feis^esjbeeft^rBms^se4yfhat is why we

are not going to pull out tomorrow.
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Journalism

JBM: What is your assessment of the state of journalism today?

NM: The writing is getting better, The editors are

getting better. The owners are probably even a little better. Fifty years ago,

4^.,
they were hideous. A newspaperman had to wr-it<£fosatisfy them. The

editors were equally bad because they were working for the owners. That

forced the average reporter into a species of private life. Thsyld/writ^ifiis-

fa stony—phony as hell and they knew it—then tl ;o out and get drunk

la, cy

JBM: You don't think happening now?
l/Tt-T

NM: Less. Sometimes the real story even gets told, or, at least, its first

approximation. After all, journalism can be no more than the first
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approximation of hjstosgq.bufat least these first passes/SZTEeSer today than

they were fifty years ago.

JE-M: I guess it is analogous to why a mid-level CIA agent who has

evidence that there are no weapons of mass destruction in Iraq might not

push that forward.

NM: Analogous is the word, but let me add: Journalism fias built-in-vices

When people read a newspaper, they don't

want to be left with a question at the end of the story. They want answers.

fejKsed-de®ades-agS7^s&»Res-ag®ry®ti do yoix/best to come out with a/y

taking to everyone involved, the people who felt injured by the story come
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in next day to tell their end of the tale. If it's a big enough event, you soon

get a great many more facts. Precisely because there are no final facts. In

that sense, journalism, willy-nilly, has its rough and ready corncob mode of

penetrating to the truth. It goes: QgMomething out there, and bstts-r-ssasS
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