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JBM: "I did it because I could." Thus explains President i Inn- i 

on his motive for his affair with Monica Lewinsky. This won < 

appear to be the motive for much of Boomerdom. did J m .

because I could." "1 had sex because I could." It is noi so ■mi..

immorality as amorality that drives such behavior. In the absence 

of moral order or authority, the fool is free to pursue all corns.•• 

with abandon. Is amorality more troublesome than iinrnui a in
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NM: dost-off thertop of 1115 Iissad} I'd say no. Immorality ;

a.
clearer concept. When we^dmmoral, we know wfesMonirr 

something that by our moral logic^eukLffiTforbiddeu, whereas 

,l ClM&sa/ 0
thpfe^s-soffiethin/anibiguous about the worcHamoral

<5>
t-hdre-ba-

,u^ . 1 & ■_th&-O99cntral‘1175nurns that an amoral man a sexisi. I^tm-there.

•&//
we-find^varieus kind^One kind of guy doesn't give a In t in n t 

the partner. His pleasure goes into achievement. Such a-xa*

measure prowess by how many times they ge^laid,(®kwrt34^^- ■•

manyj&omefl- Even more important,*how doe> the

tcz iM,
woman rate I'h^M^-jy^-eoldngss in the pertormun..’..
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Then there's another kind of amorality where the man lm-> 

hrtei^Hfrthe-partneiy btit suffers a huge physieal nee<

•-jaaad-dam-nates ever)/ other-emtrfem. It's animal, it you v ili i. c

.IBM: Can there ever truly be amorality? For me, everybod' 

CXA^
not/related to the ego.

whether they know it or not, lives by a code, and when tic.

breaking their code, it bothers them, but they do it am

NM: Okay, some amoral people do have a code. 1 hat's non.

interesting. Their code is that the whole moral system is lull 

crap. So, ignore it. They believe that the religiously recen C( 

moral system breeds illness, pain, frustration, and decupt an i

oneself. You can go so far as to say the old Playbox phiiosonliv
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^gej^nifitd by Hugh Hefegglwas declaring: "We have tv ;.l-aug 

our sexual mores." "Stick to one woman" was nor what He' '■'£;

involved in.

So-tht quuslioiFStlS right there into Play buy's lap'. Bucatrsi - >

isaspect of amorality can be justified. One can argue that w;

have the right to make many experiments in sex, and/finc nc v 

partners all the time because sooner or later, the cumulan ». •: 

knowledge oi-these partners can be readying us for a gceai:ffv -

Sexist who is good looking and has a rep as a good er 

might, under all that,roe dreaming of a great love affair JibUn?

-foturpr They're getting ready for jdbas.great affair b> having r
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we amorahty becomes interesting./As a vehicl

casyfaHorfl'Oiii intercourse. You just-do.-?

Henry Miller once said something to the effect that tin i. s : >

such thing as a bad fuck. I think he meant that no matter liov> i; cl 

t »fyou do learn something about the woman and s imei h ii g

about yourself. -SQ^rtain people^o after fucking liKe gold 

miners. They're not worrying about the earth—they w am if t 

goddamn gold.

JBM: Do you learn more from sleeping with ten women ot 

sleeping with one woman for ten years?
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NM: Depends on who's doing it, and to whom. • a

wktMg full of sensuality would probably opt for the frsr < ■ > .i s

You need to feel e^ealjy extraordinary love to be faithful io 

someone for ten years. After my own checkered career.

married six times, with 8 children and one terrific stepson 

been on both sides of that question.

I've certainly been amoral in my day. Cold as ice with a 2' /

But on the other hand, I've been attracted immensely lot?, 

qualities that women have. My amorality—if we're goint t p-t 

into it—was a search. 1 wanted to learn more about sex Yu i a <
i

more. 1 sometimes think if pornography had come along when I.

was a young man, it would have dispensed with a lot of li ,;i ci. j L
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JBM: Before we move orrfronramorallty,

Clinton's quote: "I did it because. I could." What arc »<»!■* ■ i q 1 s

on the way he referred to Monica Lewinsky in his book

NM: I have a cynical response. As people go, Clinton i noi ih■;

worst guy you're going to meet. He has a Jot of natural h a mil 1

plus a good deal of everything else a president needs, ;:a

manipulation, all of that. In this case, I thought his remark

NM AND JBM playboy()4 revision 1 8/12/04

my personal life. Because you (Team atuaw^l lot from

negatively in aporny. /you'd say, "Ho,-sire's really-not-rry-p-rc “ Z

pornography. People's^quaTities are magnified positives

needlessly cruel. I thiak/given his druthers, he would lu>v.
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preferred to bc^ieer ^15out Monica Lewinsky, but you've gll. ...

kuM a-r^- I**
remember he had an angiVwifeonThshands, lie ha$ to come ii

with something to satisfy her—Hillary was more on his .run .I t

Monica.

"I did it because I could" is bullshit. An empty remark

Anyone who's met Monica—and, for fact, we have—knows she

very attractive. She's got beautiful coloring, she's intense

young, attractive woman. That's the real reason why he lid n

And for another reason entirely, which ig-Gven richer ai

^JllKiugh/fheaner. A bright woman I know once said. "Clinic i

lives in a minimum security prison. Every fifteen minutes. i

checks up on where he is." I thought, she's absolutely rigbi 1
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we're dealing with here is an incarcerated man. It's a< it he' ■ ■ r

finest, grandest minimum security prison in the world, the hr

House, In that sense, 5% of him is a convict.

JBM: To this day?

NM: No, only when you're President. But surveillance s < >

the elements of prison life, so you're an innocent cons ict, iL / > i

will. You didn't work to become President in order to be

scrutinized every fifteen minutes but that did come w 'th the iol

JBM; So once you're in prison, you do what you can ge- a\ ,n

with?

NM: Exactly.

JBM: Then his remark is not so hollow.
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NM: I see what you're saying—yes, it's not jj^ollow as :n >uirJ :

Right! He did it because he could

elements. Still, he-was neeHlcs^^CTfergAn-i-etation

ne ot tlx

144JSZ.<*.

jepcat! -Hecause^of his wiCe. Having been married six linr

know what one says on such occasions.

JBM: You're a good one to talk to about that. Hey/mo1 e

4ake the humanity away from Monica in order to preserve the

i <» lie­
image of his marriage—would you aall that immoral o> arm

Cu AS

NM: A little of both. Immoral in that he is most calculated!) >.• 1 

telling the truth about his real feelings. It's amoral because hi 
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wants to keep the political process going: all politician ...

amoral to a degree. It's a question of how much. Are the -A0 

amoral or 88%? Politicians cannot possibly afford mora h < 

as a series of specious sentiments ready to be uttered as pan < • i

theological slogans. Buyiormally speaking, a politician has u

deal with the given. That means they canlfelTthe truth at 'j t.

Usually, thcy'refpretending tojeti the truth. Politicians huinl if

profound habits of not addressing the truth head-on. ! n pr uj . >

they 4*have to shake hands with people they can't bear, aim

patriotic remarks that don't ahvays come from the head

Now, whether immoral, amoral, or both, it was

necessity ffiwasffi given
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JBM: Wtpossible for a politician -today to live by his dui 'i ( T

NM: No* Ct 4^t. (

JBM: Was it possible in FDR's day?

NM: M Il's never possible. Go back to the maxim P< • s 

the art of the possible." What's important is to get some p.n- >

what you want, done. That's how ffgoes-a democracy & t

The irony is, the only way you can have a direct expn ssu n 

of your personality is in a dictatorship. Of course, as den n 

we feel instinctively that no human being is good enough t ■ > 

entrusted with that kind of power. So in a democracy. change 

comes alwayslfrom negotiation. When people walk away troia ;i 

political compact, everyone is a bit dissatisfied.
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JBM: I'm still too much of an optimist. I think that’s choi ?

NM: Well, if you ever get into politics, and you well nw 

that name of yours, how can you not?—you're going to dis. o' <.

the interesting compromises you'll have to make, willy-nil'

JBM: leet^mbve om^-you've written about the cultural rmo-

of literature. Yet we now live in a time when the novelist am 

literature itself are borderline irrelevant.

NM: Irrelevant?

JBM: Borderline irrelevant. There's an absence of interiors 

serious, concentrated thought. We may be in dangei of losing 

literature forever. What would this mean for American culture
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NM. As/novelist, Im now speaking from myvested pos iiiofi

^dSrtain ly being eroded. When I began, good novelists u hoc

important in the scheme of things. The irony is that the .tea

novelists like Hemingway and Faulkner probably didn t < I a •

many copies per book as some serious novelists sell now Bui tl z '

were revered. They affected history. They had their imp-i. i IpSL

Americap/spirit- Hemingway had a prodigious influence I mj.] g

American writers. He taught a lot of us how to look lor he tens 1

strength of a sentence. He improved-th^ language by the subnet] f

his simplicity. He gave a great deal to people who care aiv> i

English.
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I think a nation's greatness depends, to a mu >

how well-spoken its citizens are. Good things develop out -i a

populace that really knows how to use the language and .lm ’i i 1.

Would/Britain have achieved as much as it did without

Shakespeant? /As a language deteriorates, as it becomes less

eloquent, less metaphorical, less salient, less poignant, a deadue;•

comes into things, a curious deadening of the human spi

All this is wrapped up in my mind with many othei asp mt if

the phenomenon. America has moved, as a country, from a | iai =

that had a great love of freedom and creativity—along wi-.h all I r

people who opposed that—to a country that's now much rt» i

interested in power. And power, 1 can promise you. ;s n. •
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interested in metaphor. Metaphor is antagonistic to powci : . s:
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« unilinear approach to things. Power does not entertain poem

questioner

JBM: But hasn't power always been a driving forcejr

NM: Yes. But it was ahways~a-drivwxgJa£ge among such >tm:-

(Ltd' <■ y z

driving forces as culture and eertarin iportsT ftfeftiow^rt’-jov w

has become mg^^fervasive than-any-. ether aspect

JBM: 'Hw-way I put it is that writers used to be rock stars

the rock stars v^o have credibility with the masses Ji stii

Timberlake, whom I'm sure is a sweet guy, shouldn't be infhiemdi t

a generation. He's a pop singer. He was created by Disne
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sure he's a nice guy but that burden shouldn't be on his ’■Hue s

And it didn't used to be that way. Somewhere between I. ,e .

I'm not sure where, it shifted from great minds speaking m

masses to celebrities speaking to the masses.

NM: Be careful. You're too young to know how it was hack tl e i.

There weren't—

JBM: I can read history—

NM: Great minds almost never speak directly to the masses

JBM: Not directly. But Hemingway would write a pie» e . i

would write apiece, and people would discuss it ano dfiui; r. i j

people would go back and forth—

N M: Leave me out of it.
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JBM: OK. Another example--[pause] My point is. not tc ha, e (■

use you as an example, but you're on my mind—The W1 ik k.:t: .

To this day, people come up to me who were teenage) s \ • n 1.1

came out and they want to argue with me about it. talk t< m•.• a> i t

it. It still affects them to this day. I don't think any essa; by

anyone now could have the same effect. A movie would c ’ •

would.

That's one reason Michael Moore is interesting bee aits;

think he's aware that while his books are good, and are w h ai the

arc, he going to reach so many more that way. But you < in • d

the same depth of an idea across in a sound bite—there > • v >
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NM: Why not use a rating system for ideas? The most rr< J 11 <

ideas are those one is willing to die for. By that measure. Karl

Marx has to be one of the greatest writers who ever 1 i ve< i 1 cj: • e

-aiterJ-t was all-over, hundreds of thousands of people/^H-m-r- i

fall
■wortel were willing to die for his ideas. Aw^mllions wcr’F \ ili n.

to go to prison for them. He had an-enormous-cffcch—7

This is not to raise a latter-day defense of Marx He ha.

many, many incredible virtues as a thinker. He also, from n > i it

of view, had his lacks. He certainly didn't understand thai arh-ii: t

is not a way to win the world. You can'yhut way* jffalf” he peon e

y ■—r- 
alive, m^iyb^^hrce-quartei^ef^he^eefHte^lwe, ha\ e alisontu

instinctive notions that God exists. I think the real faiiur t
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parenthetically—of Bolshevism which became Stalinism

'ski*
clinging to a concept that didn't work, which is that there-v~a^»^-  .

guaranteed conclusion-—^ (jVorldAvTlh t»*sr

dispens-e/with fundamentalism,

not a law-giver.

the black iMttiv

asawrttrai7-*+f4-

God is a Teator
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The divide is there, and it's there to keep the poor white pe< •/-,

pacified.

I: That's old stuff.

know it's old stuff, but to say half/f America relates 10

rich Amei isn't-—

they do point to a trend,/possibility. 1 think we're ar a dea. I <.

here—or down an/iley?

novelist?*

aet-veise plays in-lambic pentameter. I do foresee a day when

JBM: OK, ifit's as bad as tnwnow, who's going to be the ad

AM- He'll be uunipaiable-fo Sl^iv’mapoot now who-wnw-frve 

NM: John, whWyou get to generalizations, their only •• 
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hardly anybody will look at serious fiction. They may reao

computer novels. The computer is better suited to turn ma j* c

a. G^
seller than tire averagCHmediQa^f^eftt?--But. as far as- ■ -*

novels go. iieopl^-wdHTYfookii'ig for inological pom i niiTie

'~Z^.—^±2-—S
than searching Wfnoral questions they can’t find anywhere -.‘Hi

sits belttfe-u» I -at- > ,If the in

lerious fiction has always been the repository of the mof

interesting and subtle moral questions. Sfefse questions.(al b: it ; o

Us*deeper than any wisdom you're going to receive in ar v ehun 1

or synagogue or mosque.

Storaes-to moral philosophy. It's too structured. Whai mwi,

morality interesting is that it almost never fits pre-arranged m< r i]
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the very pimcodes. So it

novelist—whe/deal/with such moral issues as "Am 1 on balanc 

good person or a bad person?" You don't find that out h.

declaring, "Well, I'm good because T obey the Ten

Commandments." That doesn't make you good, person \ on < a 

still be a horror because you restrict the lives of others with v uti 

piety. The real question is j|ist-what do you-de^cyTfie In ; ■ 

others? Amjjn that sonsfethe novel is marvelous tor bssdinp-xii 

moral questions into subtler inquiries of our nature

f 1 1 ~ ---------------

Wha^ts human nature? We're still finding that out. .4writ

immensely various, the-way I believe, ieeidemaJL-. .r.i 

jG^I is immensely various. We're the children, if you wi j,.d i
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Creator. T believe that God doesn't want to give us order'

above; rather, He can send r;h I

Him, Or Her. Does the parent always want-to be superiot i< 

child? No. They want-the-childfto surpass them.

.IBM: Don’t you think that very reason, right there, is ern >_ 

keep the novel alive?

the people who run things i«4he^vorht. An immensch po ■> .

bullshit train running at top speed. It has to enforce the se1!- 

global capitalism/shaping up. Aird^hat capitalism does n-

dissent-w inquiry into delicate matters; its need is to keep the 

NM: Not necessarily. You're leaving out the social 

serving notion that corporations are good for human exist;--
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needs to have most people believing that 

■btiLmaHy [999] big biinifwfts. The last thing they need^gg-a reMrlpjF 

is novels.

Part of the genius of capitalism, upper capital isn.

particularly, is that they've found ways to control people thai ire s > 

much subtler than the old Stalinist ways, which were bru.ai. dull 

cold, and stupid and ^Wsly^dZopenly oppressive I h

modern form of oppression is subtle/TTgetsinto your ps\. v **r

subt’le^tays—it makes you think there's something wrong a uh j ptj 

if you're not on the big capitalist team. And in tha! sense-they i.u. t

rieedjiQve lists. They don't want-thefB.

exploring into morality. They want oaly one moralin tb -
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Unlike Stalinism at its worst, it's nwsh more of a berm 

regime, superficially open and ready for the development r’

technology which will make all our lives extraordinary —s re 

technology will end up keeping us alive for 150 or 200 »tr t si

either’Ciod's intention or the real human intention. •Pm-twt-Ktrrr

— ■ ;Ea

if three-cj^arters^ofurwill be replacemenfparts. nf ■

.that at all- -^LTnay be the destruction of the human spirit, to sta-

alive beyond a certain point. Maybe death is as important

life itself. Jeffrey keep extending the years of your life otitstl
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But to ^53ackto the original point: The good now: :h 

serious novel, is antipathetic to corporate capitalism. .

seller is one of the props of corporate capitalism precisely vc. j

if s an entertainment. People feel, "At the end of my work I 0 in

to have fun. So how do I have tun? Give me asshole T\ <

sxploitation films with lots of bang. I

10 read a good book—I want a page-tumer." Well. > er i r.: 

there's a page-turner for too little, someone's mind is being d'.ile« 1.

Because even page-turners get into interesting moral que a:c ■ |.^-~

thgy-skim uwuy fi'uin the puiiit. [?T?1

JBM: What you're talking about-isn't limited to the-nwe- voif ;

talking about good art which pushes you and pokes you. i th me
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the challenge, though, bceftuse~rt'5~more worte-te-reaU-a ..

nSvel that's going to-exereisc yonrrTTind-and question thini^

^yrroraottl—the challenge is to makej^ntertaining so pcoph

put it down.

writer to tunyfiu^a-pagc turner. I'm interested in someth ng 1 it i

turner. There are such simple rules for it. 1 can teach an- vn. c : e

good enough and well enough written so you have to stoo on hit

page and read^Jke sentence over a few times, because t ■ 

~7t vibrates within you^and_ldk-mere.
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A' . .
C)«^e-yett^t^^pa|e-turner^*8 equal to ajwy ray ■ -p.it c

9 c f"'- k
■eup^rficia^telcviftie^^ orjhc kind of musical comedy rhaf•

ygpgsucceHsful as you sitihere with-your mate and you laughsj• 1.

Tattgh at-tho play, then walk oufand say, uGee, wasirtilim *

IBM: Tangentially-, what are your thoughts on the powe- i1 ;i

Oprah Winfrey wields over a book. You know, recently su p.

"Anna Karenina" on her book of the month list and it becarx .

best-seller again.

NM: I salute her for that. It so happens "Anna Karenina : >n-

my all-time favorite novels-T-Ofte-ef^fch^fe&^d^^

gavels frf &U-Ume for me^. I had that and "War and Peace’ i ■

desk while I was writing "The Naked and the Dead’ am
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steamed up to write every morning, I'd read five or ten page <

^So I applaud her for that.

JBM: Wr-iMhis i<= what I'm sayjng: Because she has such p :p r

mass appeal, she can take something that is donse-and hard io

read—'bVirnft-Karenina" is work to —sho-ean take th£T r?*•’

(make it a best-seller. That gives hope to me.

NM: But if she keeps doing it, her popularity will begir .<>

diminish and then we'll begin to see the real test of her cha ; icle

Is she r-^aWy devoted to great literature or is she, quite naiu t

tx
xearty((levoted to the power of her own career?

JBM: Well, I would as l^can-sh^. (raise great literature twm u i

__ /

the^eveTofbest-sell ers^or—..
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NM: I Would answer in the negative. No. No person car th

You're so young you still believe in the power of indh >ctu ji- i? <

fact—what 1 would like to see develop in you. m\ locnd n c

the next ten years, is a much deeper notion of social structure

Because societ^^^asifwe're little animals running thnmgi I i

machine. Occasionally we touch a switch, something si.t • ■ e

start another little machine, but we can't really change it < aim ; )f

the machine that much. Not without great study and great de . c con

and willingness to get into the grease of the machine

No, I respect the complexity of the ifiachine

JBM: And great luck.

don •> m n ;

z/)
one person can change the way-af-tb»-machine, but then s that
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great RFK line, I'm paraphrasing—that every action you or

essentially throwing a pebble into a pond and it sends ow i iople

that affect other things.

NM: Irdon't want to get into-4hat-metaphor bccau.se'ffic 11ooh'* t <

die out.

JBM: Unless they're strong enough.

NM: How many times does a pebble thrown into a pone < I. g : 

the nature of the shoreline? Let's stop the crap.

iove on to Provincetown which 4s-known-d»-a.gji;.JBM:

tmtrtsKown in summer. P-town has been your home fo> o- 

years, yes? 



FROM :nM FAX NO. :5084872136 : 1 f

NM AND JBM playboytM revision 1 8/12/04

NM: No, I've only lived here year-round for the last ' ? v ai •. a ;

the first time I came to Provincetown was almost 60 years ign ir:

4.^ 
I've spent serious thne^^Gaww^^^-i^ over -t* i • 5 )

of the last 60 years.

IBM: Now, Provincetown in winter—a lot of people see ■ r.

being abandoned. It goes from—what? 3O,OOO^3XKi(v| f***?

NM: Roughly.

.IBM: Is winter better than high season?

NM: WeHr/ur a writer of my age, it's vas^-better Ther. u = o c

saying about P'town that in the winter you can roll a bow ing hal

tl-
down Commercial Street and it'll never hit anyone So it**4 m y 

here in February and March anchcold because the wind ' •
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off-the water. It's damp, it's lonely, and I love it. It fits my m- c j

It's much easier to spend the day writing if it's gray outsim

Besides, all the people 1 used to know here over the year .-in. h i I 

now and Provincetown has changed profoundly. Ui/niw th. ;; y 

: Forty or fifty years ago, it used i capital of the

wild west of the east—you had motorcycle gangs comint f T r

fave people going up u ht d 1 ,time. OrrSaturday nightspymi 

real bachannals, everybody carrying booze or beer.

JB\4: Well, you still have motorcycle gangs coming in it s u i

wearing chaps with nothing on undemeair:

NM: [laughs] All right.
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JBM: Having spent a lot of time in this town grow ing up n r

> -
the last few years as well, I don't see this as a gay town. • see jItt

as a very libertarian tewn. in the sense of, as long as v. »i. ■

hurting anyone else, whatever you're doing is cool

NM: Well, that's true. There's been that tradition in P>ovi ice v i

e.
There are amazing contrasts and contradictions^ After all

Provincetown is the place where (he Pilgrims first landed

.IBM: Why did they leave?

NM: Like all good white people who are righteous and n d qi e

aware of how mean they ajse^mder the righteousness, then

were, full of themselves, heroic ia-a senses-After all the' i ■■ I

dared to leave their roots and sail across the Atlantic
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cramped in a small boat. They got here through .great dr . y t

was hard to navigate the waters around Cape Cod. but th - \

natural harbor in Provincetown because the land curls aiound li <. a

snail shell. So they entered-tho harbor—parenthetical)) ■ t:

where they landed now offers a huge moiel-^»^ we art ' • u r i n

']Z_e

America if not adaptative, 'Hteyffound the soil not parti / j lai '

welcoming, full of sand, brush pine, low country, not get-J I

farming. They were in search of food, went scouting ar

in Truro now called Com Hill where the Indians had stored

their own-for the coming winter. So they (broughtithac k r. - e i

and in the course of that action killed a couple u I . u s
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Shortly after, those Puritans probably said to one anothv

<let1s^et the fuck out?'4 So they-^^*^to the other side

■^'A' Lt^l l^A.

Massachusetts Baw^nd found Plymouth which then bernUR

founding place of America.

Well, a couple of hundred years later, the locals wjxe/f' Ti i F~

at the hincly/pnHTofPly mo uth. Mow did that tou n dart

itself the founding place of America? So they started pein minn ;

i^Hat got so hot by 1909 that a beautiful tower was er..

copy of an Italian tower in Sienna [CK], and Theodore b i. >s< c -

actually came to the opening festivities. That exceptional o el 3

tower is now called the Pilgrim Monument.
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JBM: So America started with some white people stealing some

corn, killing some Indians and going on the lam.

NM: Yes.

JBM: Perfect.

JBM: OK, here is a good query from Playboy: Did women -

sexuality shape human evolution? According to a rhe >r\

Leonard Shlain's new book—which I haven't read ' Se' 1 mu

and Power," menstruation is w'hat enabled women to de\. u q.

sense of time and forethought. Language evolved, he sa< s

primarily because men and women had to negotiate sex t i

became expert, he says, at reading between the lines oi' i •
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Pleistocenes. Beauty was developed to maintain the ink- ;s-

men. Is this why women control men?

Which is a large statement in and of itself.

NM: I haven't read the book eithei^jtfstrike^ me as a i i

nonsensical theorems. For example, negotiating sex. Win . e

animals negotiate sex. I had two standard poodles once, man

years ago, Tibo and Zsa-Zsa^and Zsa-Zsa was one he'I o' u**

japemtree bitch—she was always nipping at Tibo's runs

afraid Tibo would end up as no man at all by the time lie can i

age—we first had them^^fiey were pups.

dominated him. She had fierce teeth. He'd have to duck u •.

down fast.
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Then she came into heat for the first time. He seize I

no by your leave and impregnated her with nine pups Ik> •

were done, they created 36 pups over the next three year-

ability to negotiate sex was perfect. But in fact, animal- i;-

great deal of language in their grunts, their groans th<: > l•

their moans, their baying at the moon, their scents Odo ha

more to do with sex than language—at least until deodorant

on the scene. But before the advent of whiff-deadness i

combination of strong genital odor mixed with perfume a i

damned aphrodisiacal all through eveiy royal court of 1-i/ j

cetera, et cetera.
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So the notion that language was developed to faciluate - r

JBM: Or a sense of time developed through menstrual 101

don't know if that...

NM: There I can see appertain kindjiflpoinl Mw-

h^enstruation certainly proved to womer^tTea^l?that the ■ e

Stay T^-r }
altogether different from men. ThejZhad to have a diffei • 1 ,

JBNT: Well, they would go off alone when it was happen mu
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Then she came into heat for the first time. He ^ei/ eu i. it i

no by your leave and impregnated her with nine pup-. Be1

were done, they created 36 pups over the next three vear->

ability to negotiate sex was perfect. But in fact, aniruii-

great deal of language in their grunts, their groans, the •

y-tjieii moans, their baying at the moon, their scents. Odor . m

on the scene. But before.the advent of whif

damned aphrodisjadal all through every royal co xof bump.; E :

(th sex than language—at least until dcocl^i < r :more to do

combination of strong genital o r nailed with perl link i- t >

cctcs’dfet cetera.✓
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their moans, their baying at the moon, their scents. (»doi Inn l

much more to do with sex than language—at least until dcoaor n 5

came on the scene. But before the ad^nt ofWirfF-dtadtu^- (am

combination of strong genital odor mixed with perfume wai r»ren ••

-i

damned aphrodisiacal, yessir, all through everyrfoyaf conn ..

Europe. The notion that language w cveloped to lacilila t *><

■couldn't be sdtieF. z
zZz^v-.

JBM: Or a sense of time developed through menstruation

NM: There I can see a certaittkind-af point. Menstruation

certainly proved to women££Wfthat they were altogci hei

different from men. tad to have a different code
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JBM: Well, they would go off alone when it was happening

7
You don't want the smell of blood in the air to make yen i •

NM Absolutely right. I hadn't thought of that either

JBM: Good. This other question—do women control men ’

one, do you think so?

NM Completely.

JBM: I'm glad you agree.

NM: Before women's liberation came along, men used to navi

pemaps-25%xrr35% purchase on control in a marriage -He

•"l/Zc worn an had the remaining 65 Novy wiih-womerr

liberation, it's&5%.
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.IBM; Wow!

NM: I could be wrong, maybe it's only 85%.

JBM: Is this why men are forever at a loss in regard to ihi jehn+ift -i

dominance of women?

NM Well, women are closer to the universe. Closer to cream «

than we arc. So, they have deeper instincts.

JBM: They create life, we destroy life.

NM: Oh, let's not get into that. Women have killtxfas manmen

it’AS’ r-'ir A.,.

in subtle ways, for subtle reasons as men have abused and hUsh

j^wemsjTin more overt fashion.

JBM I'm not saying one is more vicious than the other I'm

saying, traditionally, men have gone to war and women hav<.
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raised the children. That’s changing. Women are going to *ai *

we’ve seen what happens at Abu Ghraib.

NM: that poor pregnant girl...

JBM: 1 feel for her—I do.

NM: You do?

JBM: YeSr^he was in the wrong place with the wrong guys

feeling the wrong pressures and now she’s all alone.

NM She really was—just think how wild the parties are go i in?

all over America. The key factor at Abu Ghraib was, "Hey lone

of you at home are going to believe this until you see our oici >u>;

And the photograph taking that was noFcalled fo^—as well tn»

photos that were caUetHbr—after all, tney^wre-alfitnrsi^^
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mr>i■ III '1'

•4*

j^/delighted to send these photosliome to their friends Just • > ii

ILZ.u.9,..

the kind of party that's going on back in America imdeMhe-eoMir

s'

JBM: The more Christian someone is, the more they hav< :i

sexual stuff in the closet.

NM You know, I love this country with all its faults, bm one

its huge faults is(Wre the bullshit kingdom of all time \

r 4 . ..... ,round a way to process bullshit so rtsaremaig not always



FROM :r>M FA' HO. :539^872136

FROM iJMUORDCRAl'T FA> NO. 17106243702 Aus, T

NM KND IBM ptayboyiM revision i l/ll/M (

JBM: What do you think of the gender roles of men and *<> ••

now that women are expected to raise a family and be vuvcc- 1i

in the workplace.

NM: For me, any notion that males are superior Io females <

females superior to males is, I'd say, comparing dogs to cats /

my mind, it's a hopeless argument. Men are so fundamental!'

different from women.

I still have to say that the desire for power in women Ihai'

revealed itself in the last 35 years is not attractive. The pow,

they used to have was vastly mor^sJrtter-A^

attractive. It used to be fan to realize a woman was smarter thar

you In the course of living one's life and learning how to iar< <
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oneself, there were women who developed wonderful suhbette

about how to control us. They were like animal handlers I «

will And the animal, even the lion, almost always adore.-, I he

handler^ __

Now they're dominating us openly

JBM; j^donVknow? I don't think I agree with that If- changing

There was the height of political correctness, which bordered on

fascism and it was terrifying. But the majority of the women dia

know, they want a real man—they don’t want a man thev <

all over.

NM: Well, good. I'm 81, and these UBMaariCcxpenenco

occurred to me 30 years ago.
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.IBM: You were living then at the height of the war Bun what*

truly encouraging, what's encouraging me now, is we need in< r<

women in power, but we need women who do it the way i * r n

does it, not the way a man would do it if he were a woma* <t I 5

way she thinks a man would do it if he were a woman

NM: Listen, most of the women in power were not that

impressive. There was Maggie Thatcher—the Iron Lady v m

know, she was effective as a politician—in a certain sense w

more effective as a politician than Ronald Reagan her

counterpart at that time. She wasn't a very nice person. ar,j h

she'd been a male, she would have been thoroughly detesm
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JBM: That's what I’m saying. I think she was doing i! the wav ] 3

thought a man would do it if he were a woman. As opp< «sed

someone, say, like Arianna Huffington who is complete! v a

woman and who had this line which has just swept acros- < u

Democratic Party of "you don't try to remodel your house while t

on fire." That's not something a man would say.

NM: How is that relevant to what we're talking about'

JBM: Well, we're just now starting to see women getting .me

power positions who are still allowed to be women They dor

have to pretend to act like a man.

NM: Name a few, would you?
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JBM: Arianna Huffington, Hillary Clinton—

H 7 t Fl

At,: 1- 41 ' IM P8

NM: Hillary Clinton is a very good example. I met nei mar *

years ago^7ntaybF20r2^ymT^when she was the govern*

wife in Arkansas. Probably in '84# ^y^rrs-sgS She was 

immensely intelligent—I happened to sit next to her at dinrei

'conversation. I was impressed wit ■ n. n*

bright she was, how open, and what a fine mind she had. She's not 

Her books are boring. What's that one, "It Takes a Village.

what s useftil to say, not what you believe. You never speak from 

as interesting today. Shf^^Hticiffi^^tsfe-Sho’s'v^ry cautious

full of cant. The way Maggie Thatcher was full of^. You s.a, 

l/Z
and we had a m«

the hearb you-speak manipulatively. Hillary is always Ww Z
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her tongue these days. Totally unspontaneous in exactly me w r

an average mediocre-to-good, effective politician-e*e«s4s^t

spiel

JBM: But as we said before, she's a politician at a high level s n

has no choice.

NM: So why get excited about her as a role model'

JBM: I'm not saying we're there yet. I see people coming up

the ranks. I see Laura Dawn ofMoveOn.org who is changing i n

face of politics. I see Arianna Huffington who is approaching tt

from a new angle. I mean, politics this year is more excit ng tn n

ever before in my lifetime, certainly. People who were never

ofMoveOn.org
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involved before are going there because it’s sexier, it s getting. *

mote fun.

NM: All right. I can see a time when women are mon impound

politically than they are now, and for better reasons, but that

doesn't mean anything much is going to change. In a certain

sense, a politician, regardless of gender, is neutered by thu ;>■ n s

By4h8-pro€6Sfr A lot of politicians are se^-guys(tn persor

because, after all, they're pressing the flesh. All the time Shake;

thousand hands in a day and you're homy by the end of the day

The liands are telling you something. Where's the guy wh< wo.

get a hard-on if he's admired by a lot ofgespte$ Bui. nonetheless.

politics dehumanizes you^any pehtreal teadws
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nmary back in 1969,1 considered it rmI ran for mayor in th;

dut^bclieve it or no I felt < iod bait

wanted me to go into politics to save New York. I was a loo^

And I wasn't nearly as good as I thought I’d bc+c.

was prepared to pay the price,P' And the prtee wtts a •

Rations oncJn-my^HmhT-I knew I would never write agairu-4r 

lenew I wouldusc up my soul in ways that were unhappy for n-:

Bui I felt: I haven't been a good guy^wenHeetHhargiKRt a - 

^guy-all thonc yow«ri^ to save my soul. Now this was/£sHdr—

simplistic thinking amrl turned out to be an ineflectua
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politician. RuKl was ready to bite the bullet. LknewtHvasr- 

geixjg-to be good for my soul/rnypersonality,x>f my hesi idt as 4<- ,

bScomea-poUliciaa-. I'd be used up by Writ's a tremendous!

difficult business. You know, we respect basketball player

running up and down the court ;il because they have such

day. Well, very few humans can become good politicians he. a.u..

of the amount of work yesHraw-tebdo/every day. The

responsibilities. The number of distasteful things you have i< do

ffi-every-session are immense; So I don't sneer at politicians

think they're entitled to the same kind of respect wc give

reasonably good athletes. Stamina is impressive. Bui i doni

any illusions that in becoming a politician you become a nobler
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person—very rarely does that happen. The only reason u doe

once in a while is because it's an impossible Creation

you can't have exceptions to every single rule.

JBM: You once wrote somewhere: "As many people die Iron ar

excess of timidity as from bravery. Nobody ever mentions tku

Do you care to give an explanation of courage?

NM: I have ondready-made. Courage can only be measured 

the gfmi from which you startjjgrgxample I've used ictes.

imdwitHistFttgaifl—J^4nold lady who is ill in every jomi -on ■

arthritic, nonethelesi ■fiha has a reason-*--

cross a difficult street and she doesn't quite understand the lights

Nonetheless she feels an inner imperativejo that street- id-



FROM :nM

FROM :JMWORDCRf FT

FAX NO. :5384872136 t: t F l

FAX NO. 117106243782 Au 1 14

NM AND JBM playboy04 revision 1 8/12/04

she manages to get across even though she's terrified I would .,a

that courage. I would say it is analogous to the case of a web

trained Marine, a good kid, who gets into combat, sees his hmklr

wounded, a good friend killed, goes through hell I k gets n 1i

point where he expects he will die. Until that moment you can'

really speak of his courage. He's been trained to he brave \ < n.

can motivate people to be brave. But when you get to that coo i

combat where you say, "It's not worth it. I'm scared shitless

go on, 1 want to quit, I don't care about my buddies, fuck it ah l

want to quit"—and then another side of you takes over and savs

"You will go on, whether you die or not, you will go on" rha: 

courage,
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ca> L^f <^<s>
- Cijurage; rnirvay-real-setuc,

f

can be meaningless, if-u-come^

^toiyeasHy. If you're amarvolous athlete in a very easy wai an<

wry-goud/hryour martial skills, you may feel panic, but you r

be brave.

So I would say courage is transcendence. Whatever our level

of competence^! hairy activities, ifp^cgo beyond ourst;lvr->

transcend ourselves, IWs-eotM^s.

That's why I say timidity kills. Kills more people than 

bravery because every time one's timid, one's pulling back cream .

impulses in oneself, denying them, one's dentingego anc i

an ego contracts out of shame, illness begins. This is my opm < n
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JBM: .So is courage a virtue?

NM: Absolutely a virtue! Make it the virtue. I would go so h

to say that it's very hard to fee! love if you’re full of shanre v,

car feel love for someone else when we have gained respect i .> 

ourselves—it's why we have this endless obsession with courage

Where is the man who can ignore it? It's analogous to a worn 4

whi)^ ^vear no make-up, no jewelry, won't comb her hair becm

she hates women who are elegant, feels those women are photo-

want to be seen as my natural self." Yet that woman can neve •

sneer at elegance^ full confidence. A part of her feck that tr« i ■

something wrong with her. She doesn't want to get the utmos m

of herself. By the same token, some men sneer at bravery, say -f-
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overrated, and that it breeds all sorts of trouble. Of course ;t

A macho brute is a macho brute. But not even a saint can snee; at

bravery with a completely clear and open heart. Not even a sa < i

JBM: You know, one of the outcomes of living in such an

organized society where everything is taken care of—men don:»

out and kill their food and bring it back—there's a complicity

almost a sense of deliberate forgetting that when it all comes o >

to^X ultimately^wc'rc fucking animals. And we'll bite each >the

and fight each other if our own is attacked. And 1 don't know >

this is true of everybody, but 95% of the time when 1 meet anoiht

man, under it all is that sense of "Can I take you or can you tak

me?" And it's usually a kind of fun/l[smiling question and unc
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but it's always there. And something like 9/11 reminds i a

national level that tomorrow, like that [snaps fingers j al• oi h •

societal bullshit could be gone and we're back to grunting arid

biting. That's important. I think it's one of the majoi diflcun i 

between the mentality of a man in the millennium and the

mentality of a man in the '90s when political correctness was at m.

height and the sensitive pony-tailed guy was getting laid mi h i 

he should.

NM: Well, 1 think yp»!w^senousfsTtijation when the sensn i »•<.

or over-sensitive—pony-tailed guy is getting laid more than tin

macho brute.
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JEM: I don't know that he was getting laid more No he wa 11 •.

getting laid more than he shouldffor too little.

Auc. 1g.

NM: Oh, you're a bigot.

JBM I've got my prejudices.

JBM: In Freud's essay, The Uncanny, he contends that the 

strongest instances of the uncanny involve "doubts whether a>

apparently animate being is really alive, or conversely whether

lifeless object might not be in fact animate." We live in an ag 

where such distinctions become even less clear. This is inticee 

frightening. We're overmatched by our technology. Our ability tr

comprehend is exceeded by the ability to construct and fabricat.
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You have spoken of the inanimate—that which cannot he

animated, increasingly, it seems, we are overcome bv tins

uncanniness. Is there more of this to come in our future >

NM: I say absolutely yes, a great deal more. So long a*

technology expands and expands, we’re going to havi more

pwsdineasincss. I remember back in fthink '69 I w i,

down at NASA, south of Houston, covering the first iwwW

amount of attention these guys gave to glitches. It truly women

"The Psychology of Machines" which discusse^the immcns

£poilo 11. In the book I wrotethere was a chapic»

them—there was something so spooky about glitches fnev a

the best technology available, and yet the most inexplicable
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malfunctions would occur. It obsessed them The real M ksi> »i . I

decided^even though they woaW^Smit it to thcmsch < • s

"Do machines have a psychology?" Do things go wr >. <u a

machines have temperaments?

.IBM: Are we talking about a psychology or a souP

NM: l«ek, you’re beyond me on that one. I was asking i > in x

was an inner life in the machine that we were not in loucn * ■ <

You rarely find a person now who has a computer who docM t ii c

their new-oompaninn has a personality. Or, cars—everytwi 

"/Mills car has its own presence. There is a case where i he un «> -

doesn’t scare us, it pleases us almost.
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JB M: You know, whenever I hook my computer up u> ihe

internet, she reacts very poorly and I feel it's the equivaleni

putting 10,000 dicks in out of the blue and she's saying "He'.

jusi want yours. What is this?" and^he doesn't work as wci

car is different, but if I let somebody else drive who isn'i-’®*

5^
with it, it doesn't respond^ well.

NM: I think Frcud^eanhofagstl put his finger on the nature ol th-

uncanny. Part of what is so depressing about modern techno

is the way it cuts off our senses. One of the things thatWi »’a 11.

about plastic—and I've been fulminating against plastic miw

unsuccessfully—tor the last 30,40 years, is plastic is not uncam

It's just there, inert. It's very hard to conceive of any kind in s
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r 4

or spirit inhabiting the stuff because it doesn't come out of natun

Any object that does—even a wooden cane—has a touch i 11

personality. But plastic doesn't. I’ve always felt n is i hi

handmaiden to technology. Why do people love tcchnoloev

gives you more power than you’d have without the technology bin

you pay a serious.price.fet-it, Yoil^alittle more inert in

finer sensibilities.

JBM: Where is our technology leading us? BeoenfttAcar is - • ■ - ‘ < 'r

technology but ifwasn't until recently ^l^afthere wes plastic at

over €Mwr.

NM: As/thcy make plastic stronger, and more analogous i .

steel—which they will—so, in turn, cars will be made entireb ..
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plastic because economically speaking, it often- «w

profit. But I'm going to leave this.

NMrTni going to leave this. To my mind, the mediocrities wt

taken over the world under the banner of technology cor p< > •«<

vis ion, the purveyance of democracy to all countries < >l »l« >. .

whether they're ready for it, or capable of it at this point hu .

it </

tell them in effect, '^ndcyouryeu^going to end up a democrata

whether you like it or nof," which (turns democracy into a fan <

Because democracy is a grace. Any true democracy is sensu. » >

it's perishable, and we're in danger right now of losing out

democracy right here. The people who are running the wori;;

now very badly in many places, have the feeling that sucics -
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controlled direction is the only answer and of coursemy i v ■ > k ;

exactly the opposite. Global capitalism does not speak of a free

market but of a controlled ideology. It is alien to the cream­

possibilities that have not yet been tapped in people who’vt u 

had a chance to be creative, who work and die without creai >« 

moments in their lives. Seme-f???14iQp^4 think, i<5uried ir«t r

<^44.C

gent; stream^Avhen talented people emerge from
ntpophisin ii<

cultural background?, I see them as the product of ten generanon

of frustration from people who wanted to be more than their iiv.

gave them. Such an artist is now receiving the bounty thai ..h

packed into the gene stream of his or her forbears. -Im • t * •.

also works in reverse with people who are evil. Restrained . vH
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-the withheld evilsjixtended over many generations car' «r i;

producing a monster of a dictator.

JBM: There's an argument that our technology is stunt ing i

evolution. Were wc not spending so much time going ■ mm ni< (i 

computer, focusing o TV, what have you It * If IH

would have evolved to a higher psychic level. Instead w 

developing a technology where—every day we gel closer io ha /i •i!

one device that will be your phone and your email, yotti tr i hi

that, your internet access, a little device you carry with wu jik

you'll program your likes and dislikes into it—it'll be send ■--g i

signal and as you pass a stranger on the street—say you hr fl
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to watch Star I rek, a little bell will go off on both, and it'U ci v t

whfltyour compatibility is^Why are we doing this?

NM: Because of a deep fear. We’ve lost the dubious but

nonetheless intense consolations of religion. Formal orgai

religion introduced many perversities but it also offered noi•< >n <

that gave people hope. If you were a good enough person. vou (i

15 cem­
enter heaven. Bynow, because religion truly stood in the u n >

the development of capitalism and technology, corporate

capitalism, thaUs_ev@tHsssg===W#a man\ running a sine I

•

business^WSliving by his wits, Pereas people enter

corporations so they dorffr have j6live by their smarts am

instincts. Only a few people have to take responsibiln j n
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corporation can be a relatively benign organization, comfwn* t- .

but it

totalitarian. And this is spreading everywhere. PeopleXvahr to

control the world because they’re in terror that otherwise w< m

going to blow it jS up. My feeling is if the corporations lat <. • <>n

the world, it wilfblow apart. It just doesn't suit human natuo;

JBM: Have they not taken over the world already?

NM: Not completely. Not completely. There are still corner ui«

avenues, games and places.

JBM: There's an underground...

NM: That underground has to go a long way before 1 will taxe n

seriously.
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PLAYBOY INTERVIEW 7 AUGUST 2004

J®^: "I did it because I could." Thus explains President t u )i

on his motive for his affair with Monica Lewinsky I Im
———————----------------------------- ■■ -

appear to be the motive for much of Boomerdom. du ■

because 1 could." "I had sex because I could." It is un m u i ,

immorality as amorality that drives such behavior. I ii the :ihs • e

of moral order or authority', the fool is free to pursue all ■

with abandon. Is amorality more troublesome than mirnr.
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NM:MImmorality is a clearer concept. Wherr wc ai i

imnwal, Wknow we're up to something that by our mo al m i-

forbidden^wh«E®ft6 "amoral" is more ambiguous. h lalh w

septate categories. People can be amoral in busine ss • ■ i i

loyalties, but generally speaking, we think of an amor.i i

dot - A i 1

£wak(^bout the partner. His pleasure goes into achu' <riu i

a dm r

r. W-

prowess by how many times he .m

) ^'<2e W cQi iQ. f ,

Then there's another-kind-of amorality wheix ij^c min iiSt
(a < t (. c:^eA

My
partner. ^Wanimal, if you will, afl^rnoFas related i.
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.IBM: Can there ever truly be amorality? For me, ex e ' 'v •.

whether they know it or not, lives by a code, and who • the'

breaking their code, it bothers them, but they do it an\ wax

NM Okay, some amoral people do-haveXcode. That's mor.•

interesting. Their-eodc is that \vR4e moraTsysten >•

■tuc - -

crap. So, ignore it. They believe that thp-refigkrttsh -<!

moral system breeds illness, pain, frustration, and dec/ptio-

oneself. YcOtrujaTr^soTan^m^fty me old Playboy philosnpl-r. 'c 

^jyas-dselaringT -"^We/liavetochange our sexual more - " ' t. ■ ■

CS. Ct-lb&td

one woman" was not what Hef was i»wlvcd-fflT

I would say this aspect of amorality can be jusinied. in .• u 

.... (argue that we have the right to make many j ;
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ter find new partners all the time because fooner or later tire

c
cumulative knowledge we gain caa-be readyfa^us fc .1

serious love. Many a sexist who^gc>od4edemg^anZl ' u> .> • -:i

good lover might, under all that, s&H be dreaming of t great x >• t

abfen'to come. TheyMjjettmg ready for the great-afU+Zb^ ha-• imi 

many affairs en route to the championship. More th.1 . m. <

star subscribes to this psychology. AYavehicleto in-, case .1 ‘

knowledge, amorality becomes more interesting.

Henry Miller once said something to the effect that th« ! -• •. > 

such thing as a bad fuck. I think he meant that no mar w h. . - 

it can get, you ^(TearrrWnething about the woman

about yourself.
Gc> lyt
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miners. They're not worrying about the earth—the- "■ an

goddamn gold.

JBM: Do you learn more from sleeping with ten v • mien >

sleeping with one woman for ten years?

NW: «Enentis-eivwhe!s-d0mg^ nan l

sensuality would probably opt for the first course. ■ i.

feel extraordinary love to be faithful to someone lot ten . erm

After my own checkered career, being married six rimes > i

children and one terrific stepson—I've been on bot » dr a

question.

I've certainly been amoral in my day. Cold as kc \. iri ft \ .

Bui. on the other hand, I've been attracted immenselx o Hu
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qualities that women have. My amorality—ifwe'rr wm: i> I

into it—was a search. I wanted to learn more about sex

I sometimes think if pornograph} had come dong a . I

was a young man, it would have dispensed with aloe' .

JBM: I want to get back to Clinton's quote: "I did xx i.

my personal life. Because you can learn a lot froir pont<

could." What are your thoughts on the way he reh: fix d u Mt i< ?

Lewinsky in his book?

NM: ^h^ve~a~cyrrieal response} As people go, Clin .:i - u

worst guy you're going to meet. He has a lot of nature I > t -
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plus a good deal of everything else a president need ' eaki

Let? UJ

mam
______

of that. In this case, I thought Ja^s/ren u

needlessly cruel. w.mk h;

preferred to speak nicely about Monica Lewinsky, bui s ou

to remember he has an angry and injured wife on hi- iamb

hafHe-eome(jn with something to satisfy her—Hilla a-

his mind than Monica.

"1 did it because 1 could" is bu-fehit. Aa-empn rma >

Arnone who's met Moniea-^nd7Torfact;-we-have Jknnv

very attractive. She's got beautiful coloring, she's ii . m

CL young, attractive woman. That's the real reason wh- he di
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And for another reason entirely, which may be in. lur.

although it is certainly meaner. A bright woman I know ? hk •>

"Clinton lives in a minimum security prison. Every ii.1 i

minutes, security checks up on where he is." I thought mi

absolutely right. What we're dealing with here^pn incan.emtec

man. It's a? if he^dnthe finest, grandest minimum sc«. .1 n t\ 1i •<

in the world, the Wrhite 1 louse. In that sense, 5% of h i > ■

convict.

JBM: To this day?

NM: No, only when you're President. But surveillam e is

a ■ ■>
the elements of prison lifeees^yGwre-afl4ftftoceni-cor^K-----M
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•wjfh You didn't work to become President in order i< he

scrutinized every fifteen minutes but that did come v. rh th / '■

0 c/c
.IBM: So once you're in prison, you do what you can i a

with?

NM Exactly.

JBM: Then his remark is not so hollow.

NM I see what you're saying—yes, it's not as holloa w
(—l< (LaxtSct ’it

LtJZ. ‘ -
Right-!- He-did-if-because-hooould wHPturn into -one^u-

^6* He. ‘ ■ >>

t i

.ekmeiUs. StiHTiTtiinirlTis'Thrasiftg-oeffiesri^ becr^e

pl '•? X-vy <gj- r

/S'his wife. Having been married six times, I kaew^wha- <>

such occasions.
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IBM: You're a good one to talk to about that. But.-us rm < •

the point, he has a wife who will run for high oft

Under that, I still think the real question is, by in iking i

calculated decision to strip humanity away from Mom a m nim c

preserve the image of his marriage—is that either im n > ■ > ■ i

amoral? Which?

NM; A4mte=^§oth. Immoral in that he is most calculated • id

telling the truth about his real feelings. It's amoral bee m>..

wants to keep the political process going: all politicians ;r

amoral to a degree. It's a question of how much. Are ilk > - - ■

amoral or 88%? Politicians cannot possibly afford mo'-a;:ir\ t

as a series of specious sentiments ready to be uttered i an >•
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theological slogans. But^ncji'iirattyJ^yealciftg, a political! ha?. . >

deal with the given. That means they can even tell ilk tiuti

times. Usually, they're only pretending. Politicians hiaki >

profound habits of not addressing the truth head-on. In pra : .

they have to shake hands with people they can't bear, and p c

patriotic remarks that don't come from the heart.

Now, whether immoral, amoral, or both, it was m,i

necessity. It was—the two holy words for politician^ ilk. .

JBM: Isn't it possible for a politician to live by his o\\ n code

today?

NM: No. Not a successful politician.

JBM: Was it possible in FDR's day?
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NM: It's never possible. Go back to the maxim: 'l-. lita e

art of the possible." What's important is to get sonv :ar ” > s

The irony is, the only way you can hftw(T3ire'l cxpn>- >r

of your personality is in a dictatorship. Of course, a den n ,

we feel instinctively that no human being is good en■ >..gh <

entrusted with that kind of power So in a democrat s ch > -<

always comes from negotiation. When people Xvalk awa\ h °> i

political compact, everyone/Ta bit dissatisfied.

JBM: Im still too much of an optimist. I think thar . ho ■ I
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NM: Well, if you ever get into politics, and you we!* may

that name of yours, how can you not?—you're going n disk ■■

the interesting compromises you'll have to make, wil1' m ■>

JBM: Okay. I'm gamg^fb move ori-ty^Tve-written n

'cultural necessity of literature. Yet we now live in a .me *•

the novelist and literature itself are borderline irrelevant

JBNI^-Brwicdme4ffeleyaiiU There's an absence of i<_i o_

serious, concentrated thought. We may be in danger m losn

literature forever. What would this mean for American c ult>

NM: As a novelist, I'm now speaking from my vested pt > -

My profession is certainly being eroded. When I begi > m ■
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novelists were more important in the scheme of thing' ’n r >

is that the great novelists like Hemingway and Fatih uci i ■■■ ■ > • >1

<«
didn't sell as many copies per book as somegeriou' ha e < I

now. But they were revered. They affected histon rhe; vu.i i ’c

impact on American. Hemingway had a prodigious inllii -ti* e o

young American writers. He taught a lot of us hov < < .< » i f, t

T think a nation's greatness depends, to areal ven c;

well-spoken its citizens are. Good things develop •’> 11 o;

populace that really knows how to use the language and i.s. j; v
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(i/i

Would (rreat Britain have achieved as much asdWWft-'ItTi;.-. ’

Shakespeare? Where would Ireland be today without wa \ i

language deteriorates, as-k becomes less eloquent, le^

metaphorical, less salient, less poignant, a-deadrresro^m^

..things. a cwtetw deadening of the human spiri^ '■ ( j

^dfTffit^wrappmn^ •

great love of freedom and creativity^
Ce ■ i

l nt

uucr

Jlu^theuomenen; America has moved^s^XQUiitiyT from a nia< -
try a

^pcejde-V'dro opposed that -tc^a-country that's now mu< I- rn<. i

interested in metaphor. Metaphor is antagonistic to p< wer .. ..

it pushes you to think in more poetic and contradictor ■ a



FROM :nM FAX NO. :5084372136

N.M AND IBM playboy04 revision 2 8/134)4

Power demand a uni-linear approachJ^uhmglT Powe one-n-i

enteAair/poetic concepts.

IBM: But hasn't power always been a driving force i

, i >

NM: ¥esr But it was situated among sweh other driving t< -; sps
■ ' l

culture and art and love of sports^Now, it's as i£pow-■> na?

.IBM: One way I put it is that writers used to be rod- -itw-

onlj the rock stars have credibility with the masses. I isci i

Timberlake, whom I'm sure is a sweet guy, shouldn'1 be inline u n

a generation. He's a pop singer. He was created by I )>sne

sure he's a nice guy but that burden shouldn't be on h ■ ■ > n- ■ j

And it d dn't used to be that way. Somewhere betww ■ in
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I'm not sure where, it shifted from great minds spea-vi it n i

masses to celebrities speaking to the masses.

NM: Be careful. You're too young to know how it v at ha - i i '

iBk4^4oaft-fead-histoiy—....---

.NM: Great minds almost never speak directly to th' i i a*. - •

JBM: Not directly. But Hemingway would write a piect

would write a piece, and people would discuss it and de •>< i; i

people would go back and forth—

NM: Leave me out of it.

JBM: OK, Another example--[pause] My point is ivi u h..' t<

use you as an example, but you're on my mind—"The Wl- sr-
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Negro." To this day, people come up to me who were lenitwos

when that came out and they want to argue with me ,iNm 1 >

me about it. It still affects them to this day. I don i think cstac

by anyone now could have the same effect. A mo11, w. > >

That's one reason Michael Moore is interesting w •. ■

think he's aware that while his books are good, am m u = i y

are, he/going to reach so many more that way. But • nu cm :-ct

the same depth of an idea across in a sound bite—there s • • \

NM: Why not use a rating system for ideas? The > r 1(

ideas are those one is willing to die for. By that i.

Mai-x has to be one of the greatest writers who ever Hied u j •
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hundreds of thousands of people in his time and aftei > vi>- • »

to die for his ideas. All over the world, millions were a du > c

to pi ison for them.

This is not to raise a latter-day defense of Marx He 1. ■

incredible virtues as a thinker. 14c a I sy, from my pom I

U-
(KacThis lacks. He certainly didn't understand that athc sin i

way to win the world. You can't. Not by that route Hah tm

people alive—or is it three-quarters?—have mstinclu ■ noi ... a

God exists. 1 think the real failurefcjust- parenthetical y. <

Bolshevism which-became Stalinism, was clinging t< • vuiuu^-i

masses. Organized religion may well be its own spet .•
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something else altogether.

If we're ever going to have a great society in the Ln r

<4 b • •'
which caa hardly fee a guaranteed conclusion—if we . \ er «*-nr

t-
world with real freedom and-openness, there may hav. u> 

that we ^re-obligcd-U> dispense with fundamenui . i

and live instead with the idea that God is a Creator, n?i l.i

giver.

JBM: Yet you arc always saying that creativity is bec< nung n i

and more restricted. To shift the subjectfrryour home turf.

then, is going to be the last novelist?
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NM He1!!probaoly-be^nalogoustothelastajoetanyvJxax (-• i

who writesperse’play s irTiambic pentameter. I do for

when Iw-d-ly anybody will look at serious fiction. Thvx-fWK./iv.i<

computer novels. The computer is better suited to tun out v 1

seller than a mediocre novelist. But not too many pc >dI<

/i

be interested in serious iioveter /Whole populations v i I v >

for technological power rather than exploring intoi

Sed^tis/nction has always been the reposito^a the mixa

they can't find' anywbiae-efefe- '

Cinteresting and subtle moral questions, questions tha i i

deeper than asy wisdom youte^go+ftg-ta-receive in an1 Jhi :

synagogue or mosque. When it comes to moral paradox, u-
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<Zs “f- ti >
is sfeflCfttiaHy limited. It's too structured. Whfit makes/fiTomf ’

4fttexesting-is thafk almost never fits pre-arranged u 01 ai T.

Jfsonly the novelist—the very good novelist—wb "n • ii i

such moral issues as "Am I on balance a good person or b;>i c ■ >€ ./

person*" You don't find that out by declaring, "Well ’ in g ■

because I obey the Ten Commandments.1' That d<>ew . c i

good. You can still be a horror Jjfeeausd you restric’ the o • I'

others with your piety. The real question is how de you aftei 4^

(Hves^fothefs? By4haijiieasui^7flhe nevifts (nan clou-

pm^uhigrJiioraJjjiK^iions into imbtler inquiries of o-.ir na .

After all, what is human nature? We're stili fndin_ ■ o i

Tt is immensely various, even as God, 1 believe, is immcns^h
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various. We're the children, if you will, of the Creator ». i <

that God doesn't want to give us orders from above rathe t

wishes ns to discover things about our nature that a. . - i

back to Him. Or Her. Docs the parent always wish tent -n .. j >

to the child? No. Most parents want their children <>sun?a >

them.

JBM: Don't you think that very' reason, right then o <

keep the novel alive?

NM: Not necessarily. You're leaving out the socu I impox e >f

the people who run things. An immensely powerti I glm a

capitalism is shaping up. That capitalism docs n. ■ iiv\> • :i:

for inquiry into delicate mattersj^tsneed^sTcTkeef' (he - r
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train running at top speed. It has to enforce the sell > *r' ir r

that corporations are good for human existence. It needs k

most people believing that big business is the only v, c

The last thing th^y/ieedTs noveke

Part of the genius ofk^pltalism.^ppepisapiWhsHf-.

jwleshtiy, is that they've found ways to control people i (

much subtler than the old Stalinist ways, which-yverc brutal it

cold, stupid and openly oppressive. The modern for" t>

oppression is nuanced; it gets into your psyche—it n.< k<s %

think there's something wrong with you if you're not • n die m

capitalist team. So they don't want writers exploring into in. i

They want one morality, theirs. Unlike Stalinism ar
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more of a benign regime, superficially open and ready 1< »>• m-

development of technology which will make all ou» i i

extraordinary—sure, technology will end up keep inp u- at

150 or 200 years, even if three-quarters of each o I • r w 11 i >.

replacement c©^g=ssd parts. "I’m on my fourth heart.I v r in

who is 200 years old. I'm not sure that's either C. 'd’: i • re

ex h u I '^1
the real human intention. It may betbe/destructini .11

spirit/lo stay alive beyond a certain point. Maybe lean i

importbint to life as life itself. To keep extending the ye 1- . • y 1 r

life-y^ould be one more fonn of evil. Much to, • n : 1 ; j:

taken for granted today.
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But I must go back to the original point: Tl\ g >< I. ■ ie

sei ious novel, is antipathetic to corporate capitali -1 n Th i .■ •

seller is one of the props of corporate capitalism precise^- .. i

it's an entertainment. Peepl^fee-l, "At the end of mv-wo ■>: 2 >

to have fury^St) how do I have ftnt?t1Give me asshoii. / ,

exploitation films with lots of bang. I don't need i< read  d

book—I want a page-turner." Well, every time there s a ram.

lurnerffor too little, someone's mind is being duller) 14^+—r j i i 

page-turners/fet into interesting moral questions,;et

dependably, they will always veer away from moral >ign ‘ j •(
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JBM: You're talking about good art which pushes y uii ana pfot- r

I think the challenge, though, is to make a serious n. • .

entertaining so people can't put it down.

NM: Imvcynioaf-ftboutthat. I started as that kind oi v h

know how easy it is. It's routine to write a page-tumu' Ih.-u .>■;

such simple rules, for it? I can teach any mediocre v\ r tc i.

one out. I'm interested in something that's good ent u ar ai

enough written sojyou have to stop on the page and . ad a .

it vibrates within you. A paue-mim. iover a few times_b®a

equal to a fast-paced sit-com.

JBM: Well, what are your thoughts on the power th.r p

Winfrey wields over a book. You know, recently sb. pin
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Karenina" on her book of the month list and it became a 1 • I ’

again.

NM: I salute her for that. It so happens "Anna K.u -ii m e < f

my all-time favorite novels. I had that and "War and ■ ea • ■ i 1

desk while I was writing "The Naked and the Dead /<> 2

steamed up to write every morning, I'd read five < tv ■ I

"Anna Kanenina." So l applaud her for that.

JBM: Because she has such popular mass appeal die c 1 m

something that is hard to read and make it a best-s<-lk' I a 2 \ js

hope to me.

N M: But if she keeps doing it, her popularity w I f

diminish and then we'll begin to see the real test of her . Ii 11 ;| :
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Is sl>e devoted to great literature or is she, quite naitras i\ i 3

more devoted to the power of her own career?

JBM: Well, 1 would ask whether she can raise greai i He'• < q >

the popular level of best-sellers.

NM: No. No person can do it. You're so young n'U si ■ ( e •

in the power of individuals. The hard fact—whalfl vouhi u

see develop in you, my friend, over the next ten y' h

deeoer notion of social structure. Because society pm. i i l

It's as if we're little animals running through the marhim

Occasionally wc touch a switch, something starts, w e star- i ■ |- ;

little machine, but we can't real ly alter the nature v .:.v e
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/<» <4 . :■ -1 .

that much. Not without great study and geeat^evofion

i/5 willingness to get into the grease of thewohhi&i

JBM: And great luck. No, I respect the complexir oi in f

machine—I don’t think one person can change it, but then - that

great RFK line, I’m paraphrasing—that every action > ou •. •

essentially throwing a pebble into a pond and it senes ju h r

that affect other things.

NM: The ripples dp die out.

JBM: Unless they're strong enough.

NM: How many times does a pebble thrown into ■ y n- i ;c

the nature of the shoreline? Let's stop the crap.
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JBM: Can we move on to Provincetown^hasTTeen ' c

over 50 years, yes?

NM: No, I've only lived here year-round for the Iasi ..r- I: i

the first time I came to Provincetown was almost fi' .*ai

I've spent serious time here over 45 or 50 of the lav 60 ■ a «

JBM: Now, Provincetown in winter—a lot of people sc

being abandoned. It goes from—what? 30,000 d<mni> )'• i

people?

NM: Roughly.

.IBM: Is winter better than high season?

NM: For a writer of my age, it's better. There's an R

about P'town that in the winter you can roll a boo i r p 11
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Commercial Street and it'll never hit anyone. So it is ionei -tr. i

February and March and mean and cold because the wind*' i ■ 

off t ie water. It's damp, it's lonely, and I love it. It lii> i>

It's much easier to spend the day writing if it's gray outsul-

Besides,the people I used to know here overthe v ears<a)■ ic

now.fmovincetown has changed profoundly^Tn suinmer a
I

the gay capital of the Northeast. Forty or fifty year : igo. (.

beUieWld Wst of thejjast—you had motorcycle gangs <v i 

our on Saturdays? [camel get] §imday,<you'd~haveneonIc i 

up i i the hills^^^ bachannals, everybody carrying

Marriages broke up and serious affairs started on m n ;- r • • • • 

nights.
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JBM: Well, you still have motorcycle gangs coming i i 

that now they're wearing chaps with nothing on underneath

NM: [laughs] All right.

JBM: Having spent a lot of time in this town growing ar.

the last few years as well, 1 don't sec this as a gay tov i i):

a very libertarian place m the sensc-of, as long as you i e n< >' < e

anyone else, whatever you're doing is cool.

NM Wettjlhat's true. There'sfEeenthat tradition in P'c-n j i.

There are amazing ^contradictions here

Provincetown is the place where the Pilgrims first lamlec

JBM: Why did they leave?
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NM: Like all good white people who are righteous and n •. ,|i e

aware of how mean they can be uader-thc fighteoif r ess. r ;

were, full of themselves^fheroicTftdeed. After all, the' li.... c ' >

leat e their roots and sail across the Atlantic crampci in a

/j-f- K* J ? ; < v

boat. They got here through true difficulty. U=wa-s4iardT> n.L gji 3

the waters around Cape Cod, but there is a natural haro n

tn. c -
Provincetown bocaits»the land curls around 1-ike-a ^naii *r-^| S)

’ftcjxiiA

lan<le^/fiow offers a huge motel. We are nothing in A rm. < u. i ( .

aptative to profit. The Puritans, however, fount? hr ■

particularly welcoming, full of sand, brush pine, b \ ..•< u r i

good for farming. They were in search of food, vt cm m i
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aroundj/feconnoitering eight miles south of Provin.

found a place in Truro (now called Corn HilBwhei t the ■

>ij. itstored dA their cmpffor the coming winter. So the Purium-

^ack to their ship, and in the-eeurse joTfhanictio’r kilk ■ t: e

of Indians-. /Shortly after, (those Puritans probablx > nd t.

another, "Prithee, brother, shaftwe get the fuck out

sailed to the other side of Massachusetts Bay, some tom -i- ,j.

of America.

across^and-feun4yPlymouth which then became the to

Well, a couple of hundred years later, the loca.'s nei. . u i

dare to call itself the founding place of America? <>th< r !<



FROM :nM FAX NO. :5084872136 ’PM

N.\ AND IBM playboy04 revision 2 8/13'04

I Jri-f .-.
petitioning Washington, D.C.. Alkih^’otToTo! .1. ,t 5 

beautiful tower was erectecl,^aT7)py7TTnTtal7anT?yA’i’r

[C<], and Theodore Roosevelt actually came to tin .pi > i

festivities!) That-exceptionally phallic lower is no*\ t.

Pilgrim Monument.

JBM: So America started with some white people icali i

con, killing some Indians and going on the lam.

NM:

^/4y w ?
J^Mr~0i67hureira~geed-quen' from Playboy: Did won .

sexuality shape human evolution? According to a n eo:

Leonard Shlain's new book^ddaichXhay.enXread^^TSeN ’ u
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and Power, menstruation is what enabled women to drv'

sense of time and forethought. Language evolved, h ■

primarily because men and women had to negotiate sex ■ i i

became expert^S£say&7at reading between the lines >f van ?u-

Pleistocenes. Beauty was developed to maintain the ntei<

men. Is this why women control men? WWh-ts-aHaw si * -

r.
r1 vh-

fanimals negotiate sex^/Thad two standard poodles o

NM: I haven't read the book^eithet, but^does strike me a:

noiuen&tcaLtheerems. For example, negoIiatmg^ex^VWr

ycais ago, Tibo and Zsa-Zsa, and Zsa-Zsa was one hell <r ■■■■ ■.■ - .

she^wss always nipping at Tibo's nuts. I was afraid 1 ibo » m>.
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end up as no man at all by the time he came of age wc £ j

Th€ir5tTo-cftme into heat for the first time:

weie done, they create^

grcat deal of language in their grunts, their groans. !neir 

more to do with sex than language—at least until deoaor ;.l i

on the scene. But before the advent of 

them when they were pups. How she dominated him' Sht 

their moans, their baying at the moon, their scents )dot vwd 

S^^CoveFthe nexnhfee year -
fia , A «- 

k I ^c "
■no by-your-leave and impregnated her^witUMne pi.ip^ R i ]

fierce leetth He'd have to^duck, and sit down fast, ' »•
■^t.Z

I e sox^was-

Ih £p/tey /
■^deoxi^wisfanycoinbination of strong genital odo* nixei
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barnyard and royal court

hao to be developed to facilitate sex cannot, by my ligl i-._ r

NM: There I caw see a point. Menstruation certain!} p o\ c :

pei fume was pretty damned aphrodisiacal, yessir, all tnioinm

JBM: Oka^ense of time developed through menstrual on

women that they were altogether different from men Ko ■ h

to have a different code.

JBM: Well, they would go off alone when it was happ^ ning

You don't want the smell of blood in the air to make you pre

NM: Absolutely right. I hadn't thought of that either

JBM: Good. This other question—do women contro'1 ■" r:

one, Jo you think so?
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NM: Completely,

JBM: I'm glad you agree.

NM: Before women's liberation came along, men used to ha*. •.

some purchase on control in a marriage. Perhaps 35" H • • < u r

bad the remaining 65. Now, after women's liheratioi ’

95%.

JBM: Wow!

NM: 1 could be wrong, maybe it's only 85%.

JBM: Is this why men are forever at a loss in regaru ■ > Jk

dominance of women?

NM Well, women are closer to the universe. Closer .c er.:

than we are. So, they have deeper instincts.
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JBM: They create life, we destroy life.

NM: Oh, let's not get into that. Women have deadem □ a*

men in subtle ways, for subtle reasons^as men have he. n-i

down in more overt fashion.

JBM: I'm. not saying one is more vicious than the oth> r 1 ;

saying, traditionally, men have gone to war and wome-« hax c

the children. That's changing. Women are going to u r. i>

seen what happens at Abu Ghraib.

NM: Yes, that poor pregnant girl. ..

JBM: I feel for her—I do.

NM: You do?
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JB VI: She was in the wrong place with the wrong gu s i.

wrong pressures and now she's all alone.

NM: She really i^-^ust^hinkdiow^nd the parties ire gvinr >.

'x2^z>
all over AmericaTThe key factor al Abu Ghraib was. He; n

of you at home are going to believe this until you set >.ir .

And the photograph taking that was not called for b'.

superiors—as well as the photos that were—after all >onir

t

fam ily to see this,

send these photos home to their friends, .lust think o• i ne s-

But the Abu Ghraib gang were, de g i .<

photos were useadoTfrickmairtTielpri

party that's^oing on back in America while Bush keep > rail n-_

(a Christian nation we are.about how
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JBM: The more Christian someone is, the more the' ha\ . . /

sexual stuff in the closet. [John, discuss with NM]

NM: You know, 1 love this country with all its faun t>u . f

$p t p <z y
its huge l&ttks-ifslhar we're the bullshit kingdom ol ail -nr v '■ i

found a way to process bullshit so you can't even smi II th. -nil i •

m *’

JBM; What do you think of the gender roles of men

now that women are expected to raise a family and h< >ik

the workplac

NM: For me, any notion that males are superior to fema e

females superior to males is, I'd say,(Comparing dog
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my mind, it's a hopeless argument. Men are so fum iann ;

different from women.

I still have to say that the desire for power in >/onu r. r.

revealed itself in the last 35 years is not attractive Ihe i <"*

they used to have was vastly more attractive. It usc< I • t >

realize a woman was smarter than you. In the cours ■ »|

one's life and learning how to handle oneself, there were in. i

who developed wx>nderfirh^ubtleties about how' to c<»ntn Pty

were like animal handlers if you will. Andtheanimil r■ ■■ \

lion, almost always adores the handler. Now they n dm • n ■ -n ■ h
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JBM: I don't think I agree with that. It's changing Ih « i ,e

height of political correctness, which bordered on fiscisn' n / •

was terrifying. But the majority of the women th.r k n * i n

want a real man—they don't want a man they can w ilk \ •.

NM: Well, good. I'm 81, and these unhappy experience" -n r< 1

to me 30 years ago.

JBM: You were living then at the height of theXvai B i;

truly encouraging, what's encouraging me now, is r no- ■ <

women in power, but we need women who do it the v\ay e. i i i

does it, not the way a man would do it ifdigjwcie a ml i
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NM: Listen, most of the women in power were n<_ i liai
I

impressive. There was Maggie Thatcher—the Iron ..ady .

know, she was effective as a politician—in a certain sen*-.. -in

more effective as a politician than Ronald Reagan u • ■

at t rat time. She wasn't a very nice person, and if sh ?' 1 ■>, .

male, she would have been thoroughly detested.

JBM: That's what I'm saying. I think she was doin^ n rh . .

thought a man would do it if he were a woman. . ppo. i

someone, say, like Arianna Huffington who is compieieh '

and who had this line which has just swept across rht Dei -

Pany of "you don't try to remodel your house whik < s

hat's not something a man would say.  

A i

s i

Y 3
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NM: How is that relevant to what we're talking aboir

IBM; Well, we're just now starting to see women gei imp i

power positions who are still allowed to be women. I hex .i.h

hax e to pretend to act like a man.

NTv': Name a few, would you?

JBM: Arianna Huffington, Hillary Clinton—

NM: Hillary Clinton is a very good example. I met tn r m;.-

yea 's ago when she was the governor's wife in Arkans is I i1> a a

in '84. She was immensely intelligent—1 happened u

her at dinner—and we had a very good conversation, wa-

impressed with how bright she was, how open, and wh it a 1i ■>

VlewJ)
mind she had. She's not as interesting today-. Today. s it';
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politician. She's very cautious. Her books are boring Vv1.

one, "It Takes a Village..."—full of cant. The way Maggt

Thatcher was full of cant. You say what's useful to <1 > n>

you believe. You never speak from the hearty but-rnttr rprrt!"T’T

Hil ary is always watch-dogging her tongue these da\ I m »

unspontaneous in exactly the way an average medioun-co-. >■ <

effective politician oversees his spiel.

IBM: But as we said before, she's a politician at a hig i e ■

has no choice.

N M: So why get excited about her as a role model?

IBM: I'm not saying we're there yet. I see people con ing x. »

ranks. I see Laura Dawn of MoveOn.org who is chain mg

MoveOn.org
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of politics. I see Arianna Huffington who is appnu cmr )' a

new angle. I mean, politics this year is more exci mg h i

before in my lifetime, certainly. People who wei\ »e\ ei ■ v :

before are going there because it’s sexier, it's getting io hr me

fur.

NM: All right. 1 can see a time when women are n »rc ■ a i

politically than they are now, and for better reasons but < • .1

doesn't mean anything much is going to change. In a ce'i.iu ;j <

a politician, regardless of gender, is neutered by tlu pon :

of politicians are attractive in person because, aftei ; 11. ih

pressing the flesh. All the time. Shake a thousand hands n

/ahhycmTeTiofny^ the end of the day. The hands .1 re c ■.,,, e c j
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something. Where's the guy who won't get a hard-> >n I

admired by a lot of women? But, nonetheless, politics

dehumanizes you. I don't say this out of sour grapi s he

when I ran for mayor in that Democratic primary b.' 1

considered it my duly. Believe it or not I felt God ccan > .

go into politics to save New York. I was affbol. And I u :tsi

nearly as good as I thought I'd be. All the same, I \\ as p <

pay the price. I knew I would never write again m in

way/Tknew I would use up my soulfin ways that w ?re i h u

for me. But I felt: "I haven't been a good guy—I warn u

soul." Now this was not only simplistic thinkm r ’

be tn ineffectual politician, All the same, I was reac v n
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b#fefr-~fr~would Trotgood for my soul (6vetrif±~wav avi. r > ■”

pergojiulity, nor my haul-ideas. fkkt^VllSeirnp by pt'Vf 'ires ~ ■ •

is? ps> C i'£i c* c-j^-
^Tfemend ou sly~dlfficuIt business. You know, we respect basket!); 1

pla> ers because they have such stamina,. 1- ?

y. Well, very few humans can become g<-oc i

he amount of work before you.beer

responsibilities. The number of distasteful things \ on ha< .• < h .

So ] don't sneer at politicians. 1 think they're entitle., to it

kind of respect we give reasonably good athletes. Stamm.i

impressive. But 1 don't have any illusions that in be. oni-t i

politician you become a nobler person—very rareh toes Thai 

Jiapperc The only reason it dees- once in a wh It s :
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it's an impossible Creation if you can't have exception* to

'Si^fc rule.

ou once wrote somewhere: "As many people die from an 

excess of timidity as from bravery. Nobody ever mentions that '

Do you care to give an explanation of courage?

NM: I have one. It's ready-made. Courage can only be niea- i e I 

by the place from which you start. Picture an old lady wh< ’ is i I n 

every joint, terribly arthritic, nonetheless she has to cross a diffic-ih

street and she doesn'Vqmteajnderstand^gpights. Nonetheless he

feels an inner imperative to move. And she{manage/to get acn s 

even though she's terrified. I would call that courage. 1 v\ ouid - a ■/ 

it is analogous to the case of a well-trained Marine., a good kid 
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who gets into combat, sees his buddies wounded/Fgood friend 

killed, goes through hell. He gets to the point where he expeers lit 

will die. Until that moment, you can't really speak of his courage.

He's been trained to be brave—you can motivate people to he 

brave. Rut when you get to that crux in combat where you os 

"It's not worth it. I'm scared shitless, 1 can't go on. I want t< qur., li 

don't care about my buddies, fuck it all, I want to quit"- and ther 

another side of you takes over and says, "You will go on. whethe 

you die or not, you will go on"—that's courage.

Otherwise, courage can be meaningless. If you're in a very 

easy war, and very well-trained in your martial skills, you may f >el 

panic, but you're prepared to be brave.



FROM :nM FAX HO. :5084872136 ■

NM AND JBVI playboy04 revision 2 8/13/04, pan2

/courage itself.

That's why I say timidity kills. Kills more people tha > 

bravery because every time one's timid, one's pulling back jrcai i. e

impulses in oneself, denying them. ata^s(denting one's ego. And a 

an ego contracts out of shame, illness begins. This is rm o vpion

JBM: So is courage a virtue?

NM’ Absolutely a virtue! Make it the virtue. I would go s< I ar: s 

to say that it's very hard to feel love if you're full of shame 'A e

love for someone else when we have gained icspe^. ; 
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ourselves—it's why we have this endless obsession with ■ n j .

Where is the man who can ignore it? It's analogous to a onnm 

who will wear no make-up, no jewelry, won't comb her han 

because she hates women who are elegant, feels those women u r 

phony. "1 want to be seen as my natural self." Yet that woman c m 

never sneer at elegance with full confidence. A part of he feels 

-that there's something wrong with her. She doesn't-want (o’get the 

utmost out of herself. By the same token, some men sneei ar 

bravery, &«y4fs overrated, and thfrt4t^eeds-all4UDrtsj^wbk^ ()fi- 

course it does. A macho brute is a macho brute. But not even a 

saint can sneer at bravery with a completely clear and open hear

Not even a saint.



FROM :nM FAX NO. :5034872136 ): ipm

NM AND IBM p|ayboy04 revision 2 8/13/04, part 2 :(>

JBM: You know, one of the outcomes of living in such ar

organized society where everything is taken care of -mer dor t2 > 

out and kill their food and bring it back—-there's a compln it\.

almost a sense of deliberate forgetting that when it all come'- 10 v 

to, ultimately we're fucking animals. And we'll bite each other and 

fight each other if our own is attacked. And I don't know I this 

true of everybody, but 95% of the time when I meet another mat , 

under it all is that sense of "Can I take you or can you take me

And it's usually a kind of fun, but it's always there. And someth 11g 

like 9/11 reminds us all on a national level that tomorrow like tl ai 

[snaps fingers] all of this societal bullshit could be gone ana we' < 

back to grunting and biting. That's important. I think it's one .<f
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the major differences between the mentality of a man in tht

millennium and the mentality of a man in the '90s when pol ncai

correctness was at its height and the sensitive pony-tailed 2'!' >' 1 -

getting laid more than he should.

NM: Well, I think you have an unbalanced situation when 1

sensitive—or over-sensitive—pony-tailed guy is getting laid noi,

than the macho brute.

JBM: I don’t know that he was getting laid more. No. he wa> iusi

getting laid more than he should. And for too little.

NM: Oh, you're a bigot.

JBM: I've got my prejudices.

NM: Yes, you may getfthem from your father.
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In Freud's essay, The Uncanny, he contends that i

strongest instances of the uncanny involve "doubts whetlu i ai

apparently animate being is really alive, or conversely, wherhe • t

lifeless object might not be in fact animate." We live in ai age

where such distinctions become even less clear. This is indeeO

frightening. We're overmatched by our technology. Otn abm /: ■

comprehend is exceeded by the ability to construct and labnca e

You have spoken of the inanimate—that which cannot b<

animated. Increasingly, it seems, we are overcome by th -

uncanniness. Is there more of this to come in our future0

NM: 1 say absolutely yes^a great-deal more? So long as

technology expands and expands, we're going to have moi. of > i .i
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uneasiness. I remember back in '69,1 was down at N as a s. wi- <; -

Houston, covering the first landing on the moon, the flight

Apollo 11, In the book I wrote about it, there was a chaptei .alk I

"The Psychology of Machines" which discussed the immense

tharn—dhere was something so spooky about glitches iiw-y bad

amount of attentionfiie^guyslgavetb glitches? It truly w<.r uo

the best technology available, and yet the most inexplicable in ■<

malfunctions would occur. It obsessed them. The real question.

decided, (even though they would never admit it to themsei < ,

was "Do machines have a psychology?" Do things go wrong

because machines have temperaments?

JBM: Are we talking about a psychology or a soul°
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NM: You're beyond me on that one, I was asking if then, 'a

inner life in the machine that we were not in touch with ’ >i>

rarely find a person now who has a computer who doesn i feel il-e ir

ConipttfeffiaTapersonality. Or, cars—everyone feels that bis ,e •

has its own presence. Therg^isa case where the uncanny d >esr t

scare us, it pleases usjjlwwst.

JBM: You know, whenever I hook my computer up to tin nier <

she reacts very poorly and I feel it's the equivalent of putting

10,000 dicks in out of the blue and she's saying, "Hey 1 i si 0. u (

yours. What is this?" She doesn't work as well. My cai *

different, but if I let somebody else drive who isn't tn iov e u nt

it doesn't respond so well.
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NM: I think Freud put his finger on the nature of the uiK.inr

Pan of what is so depressing about modem technology i< he ■>' e /

it cuts off our senses. One of the things most awful aboin plasi i« - -

and I've been fulminating against plastic—most unsuccess toll' - -

for rhe last 30, 40 years, is/plastic is not uncanny. It's just 'her ,

inert. It's very hard to conceive of any kind of soul or spurn

inhabiting the stuff because it doesn't come out oi nature

<^^icLthaUlQesd3even a wooden cane--^has a touch of pers < m 1 : r

jbut plastic doesn't. I've always felt it is the handmaiden ■

technology. Why do people love technology? It gives yoi rru • x

power than you'd have without the technology but you pay i n- a ’
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price You become a little more inert in youi finer

52

sensibilities.

IBM: Where is our technology leading us? A car is certainl) ? i)t e "«• <-£‘

technology but not until recently was there plastic all ov< - i

NM: Yes, as they make plastic stronger, and more analog ms <o

—r
steel—which they will—so, in turn, cars wmroe made em . b j '

plastic because economically speakings fanners more prof?

-tat-going^odeaye^hi^To-myan-indryhe mediocrities hast alv.r

over the world under the banner of technology, corporate isk . ■>

'd^p^rveyanee-ef/democracy to all countries of the world vtkt i •

they're ready for it, or capable of it auW-poim, Sit we teb i -rr i t

effect, "You are going to end up a democracy whether \ < t i
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t

in danger right now of losing our democracy right here

people who ar^running the worl cry badly in marn plac *■

have the feeling that successfully controlled direction is ii’  .>r y

or rot." This turns democracy into a farce. Because dem ;

a grace. Any true democracy is sensitiveJit%^perTsTfabk- md < e

answer^and<^)Fcourse^my feelings exactly the opposite loha

capitalism does not speak of a free market but of a control led

g fods-G,
4defdegy. It is alien tc^fhc creative possibilities that have > o. \ y

been tapped in^eoptrwhG’ve never had a chance to be c < at i > ,

who work and die without creative moments in their live-

hopes, I tfetk, hav^ been buried in their gene stream for
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j _____ 1.^

cultural background. I see them as the produ.: H 11

generations of frustration from people who wanted to be num. lit

their lives gave them. Such an artist is now receiving the houn 3

that was packed into the gene=stream of his or her forbear'- 1 is

premise also works in reverse with^jcopkuyha^re evil Resin i < d

evils, withheld evils, extended over many generations can “i?c t /

producing a monster of a dictator.

pt ’
JftM: There's an argument that our technology is stunting ('in

evolution. Were we not spending so much time going 011 int< 11 s

computer, focusing on TV, what have you, more people 'v.itiu.

have evolved to a higher psychic level. Instead, were dev jiop n 1 a

technology where—eveiy day we get closer to having one uc' 3
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that will be your phone and your email, your this, sour m n ) ;

internet access, a little device you cany with you and yoi ■

program your likes and dislikes into it—it'll be sending .u a i. j ial

and as you pass a stranger on the street—say you both like i< ■

watch Star Trek, a little bell will go off on both, and it'll i • >i

that compatibility is near by. Why are we doing this?

£■ V A? ""i
NM: Because of a deep fear. We've lost the

b<J~nonctheless intense consolations of religion. Formal, organ zed

religion introduced many perversities/6ut it also offered-ftot+ws

Were a good enough person

enter heaven. But religion tstdy-stood in the way vf age­

development of capitalism and technology, corporate capi alisin
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•GeslesMy. A man running a small business is living b> hi> j

people enter corporations in order not to have to live b\ the

'—I —____ 1...
instincts^Only a few people have to take responnbiliiy.

-thws. The corporation can be a relatively benign organ izat i< n b t

it is still subtly totalitarian. And this is spreading. People n.

top want to control the world because they're in terror thai

otherwise wc are going to blow it up. My feeling is if the

£4
corporations take over the world, it will indeed blow apart I-h+h*

\^U~ 1 I tTf7'7 v

JBM: Havertkeyuiot'iakeTovfer the world already?

NM: Not completely. Not completely. There are still corner am.

avenues, games and places.
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JBM: There's an underground...

NM: That underground has to go a long way before I w 11 • :n< t

seriously^ ref- X
>4,
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'1 H \\ MAILER AND JOHN BUFFALO MAILER

’] ) i B<; > IN PER VIEW 7 AUGUST 2004

T BO I did it because I could." Thus explains President

Tiii: 11! 11.is inotive for his affair with Monica Lewinsky. This_

. 'j'al'.i -ppcar to be the motive for much of Boomerdom. "I did

< r fo . aube could." "I had sex because I could." It is not sc

i mu immorality as amorality that drives such behavior. In the

; g • er'ci .if moial order or authority, the fool is free to pursue all

i J n n ai’undon. Is amorality more troublesome than

i n . iiil b

id i i 9ET2Z.8P80S: "ON >:dd Wu: woa



NI . N I v ..ixAi)-. evision 3 8/16.-04 2

N '/ : ijth.; jialit} is a clearer concept. We know we're up to

s< 7 emi i:i hai b\ our moral logic is forbidden. "Amoral" is more

anil L; .an h tails into several categories. People can be amoral

ir hi-i es> oi in their loyalties, but generally speaking, we think

o in uoi il man as a sexist Even that word has its sub­

cult gm* c> < )ne t) pe doesn't give a damn about the partner. His

p e. .sun Jvcs into achievement. Such a dude will measure

p a h how many times he got laid. Even more important:

Via -aiing did the woman give him?

k I there ■> biological amorality. The man is suffering a

h. < v ->h\ ion need. The need is more important to him than the

Wc < 3£TcZ.ar80S: ‘UN XUd Hu; woyj
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•i-: r c ■ [hat’s animal, if you will, but it is not as related to the

B v| i .m int-e ever truly be amorality? For me, everybody.

h. tiic they know it or not, lives by a code, and when they'N 

1 r< -k+Ht! lheir'Code, it bothers them/bvflTicy^wt ■myway>
k v —kfrlla——‘F1*5 UJCoin,..

1? i Oka', some amoral people do work by a code. That's more 

i n \ si i g. Le s say that for them the whole moral system is a lot 

c f. ap >( •. ignore it. They believe that any orthodox moral 

5 '.‘•■■•m n -eeds illness, pain, frustration, and deception of oneself.

I i n I’layho. philosophy used to weigh in on how we have to 

: it ;.e ■ > ir sexual mores. "Stick to one woman" was not what Hef

;■ a ,i! ahold.

:d i T 9£Tcl8tr86S: 'ON MWd Wu: WOdd
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i mid say this aspect of amorality can be justified. One can 

• i g c Jia we have the right to make many sorties into sex when 

v j c " i glc. and to find new partners all the time. The 

i de ! ■ !. notion is that sooner or later, the cumulative knowledge 

•/ • -■ n ■' ill ready us for a serious love. Many a sexist who has a 

i - ) I - i g »od lov er might, under all that, be dreaming of a great 

io't ( came. Such studs are getting ready for the big meeting by 

iti / s. many al lairs en route to the championship. More than one 

i< . siai subscribes to this psychology. Seen as a vehicle to 

ti r.asc Tie’s knowledge, amorality becomes more interesting.

eti -v Mibcr once said something to the effect that there's no 

t i I ■ ih; as a bad fuck. I think he meant that no matter how

3 t 1 ;• 9£T2Z.Sr80S: ’ON Xdd Wu: UO'dd
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jiS'fiK.uiqie.pl it can get, you always learn something about the 

v ( n . r ,,i j about yourself. Some people do dig into fucking like 

go d n i i -s I hey're not worrying about the earth—they want the

J 3 v i )a \ ou learn more from sleeping with ten women, or

s e Jpmg a ith one woman for ten years?

]■ I l \ i an lull of sensuality' would probably opt for the first 

t.) U m. ' >u need to feel extraordinary love to be faithful to 

soi terne Ku ten years. After my own checkered career, being 

wt n < i ;> % rimes with 8 children and one terrific stepson—I've 

be i .»• »ih sides of that question.

J r i i - acieisrses: -on xua wu= woaa
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. certainly been amoral in my day. Cold as ice with a few.

!m i i'i it other hand, I've been attracted immensely to the 

. v iii k - th ii v omen have. My amorality—if we're going to get

it wa> a search. I wanted to learn more about sex. 1 

o clinics Innk if pornography had come along when I was a 

; Cun).! n an it would have dispensed with a lot of friction in my 

j c-' jii;-i lite Because you do learn a lot from pornography.

1V ‘'Tier , animal qualities are exemplified positively or negatively 

ii pot \ film Besides, you might be a little less likely to marry 

1 i< i "i vomau you find who is highly sexual.

3d I T 9£TclSt?3C'S: ’ON Odd Hu: HQdd
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J th I I am to get back to Clinton's quote: "I did it because I

>i ir. What are your thoughts on the way he referred to Monica

. n' tisic in his book?

' VI '> ■ people go, Clinton is not the worst guy you're going to 

i) e:' H has a lot of natural warmth, plus a good deal of 

it hing else .1 president needs, calculation, manipulation,

A
i tv •.■-I i his work, all of that. In this case. I thoughUhese 

i) a ula renaiks{£emarkJ were needlessly cruel. 1 believe he 

>. o d h i < e ^referred to speak nicely about Monica Lewinsky, but 

/ >1 i i a, remember he has an angry and injured wife on his 

) u > He had o weigh in with something to satisfy her—Hillary 

?. ;1: ri. ci hr mind than Monica.

id 1 9£Ta_8tr8CS ■ ’ON nij; woaa
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■ d d Ji because 1 could" is an empty remark. Anyone who's

i 1 it Monica kiu -ws she's very attractive. She's got beautiful

< Io 'Hg she’s intense, she's bright—igtyoungr attractive wonaanJ

’■ ai • ih. real reason why he did it.

And for another reason entirely, which may be richer,

I h i .igh i ,s certainly meaner. A bright woman 1 know once said,

1 Ihn< h l io a minimum security prison. Every fifteen

in ccurih cheeks up on where he^s/ I thought, she's

. ? ;<><tiiel right What we're dealing with here was an incarcerated

) tb I ; is it he was in the finest, grandest minimum security

] : r me world, the White House. Tn that sense, 5% of him is a

i o r id

9£T213r80S: ‘ON XUd wu: woaa
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/z J 5 / c nil day? 

EM .ml} v, hen you're President. But surveillance is one of

t' t t 1 1 k r d prison life, and of White House life. You didn't (

w ( cl li come President in order to be scrutinized every fifteen

rui nites but that did come with the job.

J 1 v Xml once you're in prison, you do what you can get away

v i h

EM -Midi)

. B v I m n his i emark is not so hollow.

]■•]' 1 i ■< v what vou're saying—yes, it's not as hollow as I thought.

lit I 1 <n because he could, but because he wanted to get away

’ i h H. . mid turn his incarceration a little bit around.

1 I- : : ’Ohl Xdd Mu; WOeld
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f >1 - kt ss. I still think the style of phrasing comes because of his

' ft He mg been married six times, I have some idea of what one

1 '!■ ‘ i • ch oc> tisions.

J B M V<>.i re a good one to talk lo about that. But, more to

ate.i act ision lo strip humanity' away from Monica in order to

■ktliaf eit-hey immoral, or

afr &ial...

]M R».rl Immoral in that he is most calculatedly not telling the 

t! • ] I ■ at process going: all politician have to be amoral to a 

l u l i’1 i i)is real feelings. It's amoral because he wants to keep 

3 J Pci acTZisrses: ’on Xhu Hu: uoaa
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i >4 11 s 3 question of how much. Are they 44% amoral or 

1 ’ ih litieians cannot possibly afford morality except as a series 

2 'si <>. • i is sentiments ready to be uttered as patriotic or 

lew gi> al -logans. A politician has to deal with the given. That 

i e 4 .an even tell the truth at times. Usually, they're only 

' eitudi g Politicians build up profound habits of not addressing 

:> e i it iead-on. In practice, they have to shake hands with 

? :o- k they can t bear, and proffer patriotic remarks that don't 

: mt-; in n the icart.

\ w hether immoral, amoral, or both, it was, finally, a 

x s-,1. !■ w as—the two holy words for politicians—the given.

n=i i - y scTczarses: ‘on xua up; woaa
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JBXl: Isr. 1 .1 oo-,sible for a politician to live by his own code

1' K 3' 1

]•■? 1 '->o Not a successful politician.

. I? V i| possible in FDR's day?

]■ ]' 1 b ' ever possible. Go back to the maxim: "Politics is the

an: c div possible." Whafs important is to get some part of what

; 21 'iinl done. That’s hov\ a democracy works. By pieces and

1 1 t-

l it; ron\ is, the only way you can come near a direct

i•; in-'.nt your personality is in a dictatorship. Of course, as

pen th we feel instinctively that no human being is good

t i n J u he entrusted with that kind of power. So in a

9£T£2.3t’80S: 'Oil XUd wu: noaa
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< n uik) change always comes from negotiation. When

■ I v i ' -tr r s walk away from a political compact, each side is a bit

Ji s.i islicd.

I ? M I -n still too much of an optimist. 1 think that's choice B.

XI d A ell. .1 you ever get into politics,[and you well may—with

i i; t i.i r-< (*Xrtwfs,jEow can you not?-Hyou're going to discover

]• [ A > -w > f Y ou've written about the cultural necessity of

] \ r iiu.v Ycl v. e now live in a time when the novelist and 

by ram c. i sett are borderline irrelevant. There's an absence of 

11 11 ■.d !Ll. X serious, concentrated thought. We may be in danger

~ 3 1 9£T2z.8r80S: ’ON Xdd UU; UOHJ
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■ <• 1 ■■mig iterature forever. What would this mean for American

• 1 lj 1114;

'1 v' V i novelist, I'm now speaking from my vested position.

'/ y inf.,- ,sion i> being eroded. When 1 began, good novelists

v ?j mo>. important in the scheme of things. The irony is that the 

,;i eat nt /lists like Hemingway and Faulkner probably didn't sell

,: i o opies per book as a few serious novelists sell now But

1 > .,i -evered. They affected history. They had their impact

LcA?-?
>i . •. 'icrica/ Hemingway had a prodigious influence for young

\ i or c-31 w -iters. He taught a lot of us how to look for the tensile

i x tgd ,i a sentence.

9£Tcl8t’80S: ’CN Um WO'dd
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ill uh j nation's greatness depends, to a real extent, on how 

" t ll-.p |. :-n its citizens are. Good things develop out of a

)iii;h.c hat really knows how to use the language and use it well.

'at ibid ii .-a? Britain have adnevcdmsmrauhdn its4?«yds^rthmtb

•etem rates, becomes less eloquent, less metaphorical, 

e' V. here would Ireland be today without Joyce? Asm..

1 s; -alien less ooignant, a curious deadening the human spirit

c no.-. ting io

3 > i . America has shifted from being a country with a 

£ a a c nf freedom and creativity (in constant altercation with 

t c s« Americans who wanted rule and order) into a country

I r- 1 ■ more interested in power. And power, 1 can

?£TEZ.ar90i; ’Oil XtH u,j: uoaa
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] r< ’iime vou. i> not interested in metaphor. Metaphor is

< n j . onjstiu to power because it pushes you to think in more poetic

11 >ri adieu>ry ways. Power demands a uni-linear approach.

1 0" . i Poes not welcome poetic concepts.

1 -JM B i! hasn't power always been a driving force in society?

1 b i M mi . s But it was situated among other driving forces such

c >. mu and art and love of sports and good architecture and

t a : i \ow it's as if corporate power has become the most

9£Tcl8t’80S: ‘ON >tld wu: woaa
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. whom I'm sure is ax guy. should!
.yzpgp^u.
Ybe’influencing

i g'. in. i n on .He's a pop singer. He was created by Disney, -ftn—
A tfC k;-5 i-5

nioe guy btrtlhat burdenS^uldn't b£on his shoulders

Somewhere between the lines,

1 n ,’i sire where, it shifted from great minds speaking to the 

ri as-C' (>. celebrities speaking to the masses.

' V i. .areful. You're too young to know how it was back then.

;■ -t ii iniids almost never speak directly to the masses.

Il li i directly. But Hemingway would write a piece, you 

t )ulc '•>' ite a piece, and people would discuss it and debate it^and-

wurrtr-^wH go back and forth— 

1 v .* o e me out of it.

9£TS18r80S: 'ON /ftO up: noad
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. B V| /< )K Another example—-[pause] My point is, not to have to

i s.

I ( tins day, people come up to me wh

in example, but you're on my mind—

4,4^-i4hh- octm^eutanu they want to argue with me about itj-taHc-to

rtv-mtn* It still affects thenAo thia da/~1 don't think any essay

I > i- one reason Michael Moore is interesting.because 1

l-Ht+k tfe v aware that while his books are good^ 
<eyV«z- k> 6 P*rp<>SC-

and are what they

fr* • going to reach so many niore'fhaUva/Z&tH you can't get 

toe same depth of an idea across in a sound bite—there's no way.

azTeiswas; 'uu xua uu: hohj
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'• [< A I v nor use a rating system for ideas? The most profound

< e. , sue is willing to die for. By that measure, Karl

\ <i' in be one of the greatest writers who ever lived. Because 

i ii i ,>F of thousands of people in his time and after were willing 

< < ■ his ideas. All over the world, millions were willing to go 

( plsoi loi them.

n. is no to raise a latter-day defense of Marx. He had 

r e .. ibn v nines as a thinker. From my point of view, he also had 

i. > .at bo He certainly didn't understand that atheism is not a way

v., .Ik \voild You can't. Not by that route. Half the people 

h. ■' s n three-quarters?—have instinctive notions that God 

•r if ■ ■ ' think the real failure of Bolshevism, then Stalinism, was

9£T218t’80S: ’ON Xbd Wu: uoad
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: i? ' 'the dea that religion is the opium of the masses.

. Qirni i rrhgion may well be its own species of narcotic but the

i epi i iai we are part of divine Creation is something else

u a ■_; the

■\ c r< ever going to have a great society in the future— 

'i • :• tardh a guaranteed conclusion—if we ever build a world 

\ I .t freedom, wre may havc’arrive at the recognition that we 

... n li >|>c im w ith fundamentalism, and live instead with the idea 

ha; i j'K >> a Creator, not a law-giver.

'1 d i saying Thfct~cicativily is becoming more

To shift the subject back to your home turf,

» i> s going to be the last novelist?

j i 9£TZ18t’80S: ’OU Xdd HIJ: UOdJ
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' h :‘i - someone analogous to the poor poet today who is

a r ■ ■ r '■ ■ - c-act verse plays in iambic pentameter. I do foresee a

In J-. i \ ery few will look at serious fiction. Instead, they will 

ta . i .nnei novels. The computer is better suited to turn out a 

) si >ci)vi han a mediocre novelist. But not too many people will 

il >• > .crested in serious literary work. Whole populations will 

> (• ng t ?r technological power rather than exploring into those

id.! <.|iiw.n>ns they hope to ponder anywhere but in the serious

hr best fiction has always been the seed-bed for the most 

- :e and subtle moral questions, questions that, at best, go

il m he wisdom you can receive in any church or 

i t acrez.st’SBS: "qn xtu wu: uoaa
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j 'i . or mosque. When ii comes to moral paradox, theology

/iii i-.-. ii s wO structured. Interesting morality almost never fits 

) e .n'u iged moral codes. It's only the novelist—the ver}7 good 

) n -lis who .an deal with such moral issues as "Am I on 

i) il good person or a bad one?" You don't find that out by

I < .iritis- Well. I'm good because 1 obey the Ten 

i )mmaiidrnents " That doesn't make you good. You can still be a

l- •foi 11 c i restrict the lives of others with your piety. The real 

.a e- r ii s how do you affect other people's lives? The best novels

i ? - > it* ious for delving into the subtler inquhiefof our nature.

all. what is human nature? We're still finding that out.

: j ii . n$eh > arious, even as God, I believe, is immensely

i i 9£T.?lSr802: ‘ON Xbd urn woaj
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<o A e re the children, if you will, of the Creator. I believe

mi .. d iccsii want to give us orders from above; rather, He

I s ii to discover things about our nature that we can send

I i mi i )r Her. Docs the parent always wish to be superior 

: ti li d.’ No Most parents want their children to surpass

i i mu

aJOwI^

I M ^Nt+4-ytnrthifrfftnat very reason, right there, is enough to

' e .rw uox el alive*

* v You're leaving out the social imperatives of 

'he peop'r who run things. An immensely powerful global

; p:i j i:• i: is shaping up. That capitalism does not need or look

( r into delicate matters. Its need, rather, is to keep the

i: 9£Te/.8f80S: 'ON X4d uij; uoaa
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) u: 1 'din running at top speed. It has to enforce the self-

;r • h: : hat corporations are good for human existence. It

i ■( ,h * id * e most people believing that big business is the only 

'a i J, mt The last thing those gentemen need is novels.

■ ;n cl die genius of corporate capitalism is that they've 

i mid m s to control people which are so much subtler than the

> ;1 st,, h ist (Those methods were brutal, dull, cold, stupid 

j t i >i. i * \ oppressive. The modern form of oppression is 

• waneul it gets into your psyche—it makes you think there's 

( mcNiim Along with you if you're not on the big capitalist team.

i >nh want writers exploring into morality. They want one 

i )’ > !> heii> Unlike Stalinism at its worst, it's more of a benign

1 1 111: 9£Tei8F80S: ’ON Uu: UOdd
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-i e > me--tT tally open and ready for the development of

t j i ■ >1 ogy which will make all our lives extraordinary—sure,

c c i a. A ill end up keeping us alive for 150 or 200 year's, even

itli.. i larier-of each of us will be replacement parts. "I'm on

/(

ty heart ' says the man who is 200 years old. I'mnotsure

I a s ither God's intention or the real human intention. Itmaj be

i 'ii it. destruction of the human spirit to stay alive beyond a

;<r i i xani. Maybe death is as important to life as life itself. To

:■ ep i 'Jc-nd ng the years of your life—that could be one more form

a t . ii. Aluuh too much is being taken for granted today.

nnisi go back to the original point: The good novel, the

< r • i < L i- antipathetic to corporate capitalism. The best-

i l : i 9£TZ2.8r80S: 'ON XtU Uu: W08J
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: 1- ic )t the props of corporate capitalism precisely because

’ .1 incriainment. "At the end of the day, T want to have fun,1 

i• r i ne-to ilver. "Give me asshole TV shows, exploitation

J n- v i th lots al bang. I don't need to read a good book—I want a

i ii Her' A ell, every time there's a page-turner to read for too 

1 1< ‘omeone's mind is being dulled. Even page-turners can get

i c ti . i ■ mi tgdrtor^ questions, but dependably, they will always

i 2 «' v trim moral sigmfteanee.

1 ]\ i u re talking about good art which pushes you. 1 think the

la: ig. though, is to make a serious novel entertaining so

I l \. aciziarses: -cn xea wu: woaa
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' h ■ .anecl as that kind of writer and I know how easy it is. It's

■’• im v < Atn.c d page-turner. There are such simple rules, i can

fW
< a a it- mediocre writer to turn one out.dTm interested in

• i di' ia that's good enough and well enough written so that you

) a > ■ uoo on the page and read a sentence over a few times.

1 ' . because it vibrates within you. A page-turner/is equal to a

is ,kiv .''J > t-com.

J >M d+k-What are your thoughts on the power that Oprah

J' i iv welds over a book. You know, recently she put "Anna

K ai di i" i on tier book of the month list and it became a best-seller

I- ; i- 9£Tei8t’80£: 'ON X93 uu: woaa
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N V ■ ' vure her for that. It so happens "Anna Karenina" is one of

i' Hie iavi >nte novels. I had that and "War and Peace" on my

c 51 I I was writing "The Naked and the Dead." To get

t ami i >p to rite every morning, I'd read five or ten pages of

i i ,i k.mciina" So, yes, I applaud her for that.

I y . ai.se she has such popular mass appeal, she can take

c ) . uni il ai is hard to read and make it a best-seller. That gives 

me i pt

J v Hi. t it she keeps doing it, her popularity will begin to

r md then we'll begin to see the real test of her character.

= s . if; ’ oted to great literature or is she, quite naturally, a little

: _> i< >ied u the power of her own career?

1 111: 9£Tei8f80S: ‘ON Xdd Uu: WOdJ
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1 e popular level of best-sellers.

No person can dolt You're so young you still believe

i Hie k ver ol individuals. The hard fact—which 1 would like to

e Iv* .) >p in \ ou, my friend, over the next ten years, is a much

I (pei w-mriSt social structure. Because society is paramount.

1 s i .e re little animals running through the machine.

i ill; we touch a switch, something starts, we start another 

i th ton., nne. but we can't really alter the nature of the machine

H • ' Not without great study and long-term devotion plus 

» I • j ii >s io get into the grease of the gears.

I- 1 i: acTeisreos: -on xua Wu: UO'dd
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Ji» / A. n.i great luck. No, I respect the complexity of the social

i think one person can change it<DUtthere'&4hat ™r c ■
(UM

that every action you w is

( Q, iVc-i'*.’' T*^/
thro'A ing a pebble into a pond.ttnd

+U-Z
Ji ripple;

t i:
|Ll iaAacLiim-/

feet'bther things:

IM 1 in ripples die out.

J !v ulcss they're strong enough,

b FI a man) Limes does a pebble thrown into a pond change

t! t of the shoreline? Let's stop the crap.

_r Wc ( c 9£tc43ra0£: 'Oil XtH Uu; HOdd
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a writer of my age, it's bette/ There's an old saying

:4r^n3iite4ived4wfe-year-roH»d-fOTj

30,000 down to 3,000. udoned. it goe/f'roin—wha

■i i ’ime i came to Provincetown was almost 6

j “i‘i serums mpe here over 45 or 50 the last 60 years.

r—a lot of people see it as

ears ago, and

)<- H

: ■> m ■ nvn that in the winter you can roll a bowling ball down 

( c i . la. Street and it'll never hit anyone. So it is lonely here in

I e i i at d March and mean and cold beeause^he^wnd^-GOffiing 

9£T2<!.8t’80S: ’ON XtH IP: woad
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■ntrt-exci. It s damp, it's lonely, and I love it. It fits my mood.

' ■ ■ -c-c-ici io spend the day writing if it's gray outside.

s-iiv- i ie people 1 used to know here years ago are dead nov..

\ ( -i them from drink.) Provincetown has changed

t )h > i \ since. In summer, it's now the gay capital of the

■T heu'i I orp. or fifty years ago, it used to be The Wild West of

1 i 'Ou nad motorcycle gangs coming w on Saturdays.

- < n 1 \ M on Sunday morning, you'd have people going up in

ii i i .- >r bachannals, everybody carrying booze or beer.

h I irnage^ broke up and serious affairs started on many of those

n.it

Wc t < 9£Tcl8t-30S: 'ON XtU Hu; HOdd
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J 3 ; >\ ell you still have motorcycle gangs coming in—it's just

a. n » uiev re wearing^chaps whfinothingoa-undornoath?

i e hoc VO see it as a very libertarian

) a, i ■ ■ long as you're not hurling anyone else, whatever you re

■■ - oo I

^there's alwaysbeen fha^fftSrtron-nr

*e1'met*em-nZ£here are amazing contradict4ofts4rexe. / After all,
/ X""' ~~ ■>—---- ---------- -- /

—■—> -------------------- '

si i the place where the Pilgrims first landed.

It o I is lid rhev leave?

’ON Xtld•9£TS18t80< Wu; uodd
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' M .ike all good white people who are righteous and not quite

1 v ’!. ■ 10'5 mean they can be underneath their righteousness,

1c t. full of themselves. After all, they had dared to leave

I ci- r >01 •. ami sail across the Atlantic cramped in a small boat.

1 t o act here through true difficulty. At the end, it was even hard

:• urn ig He iht waters around Cape Cod, but there is a natural

' ubo io Pr- 'vincetown where the land curls around in a spiral.

S .> l es made anchor in this harbor—parenthetically, the spot

v bi- t ihey/fowed their longboat to land now' offers a huge motel.

'h . e irlung in America if not h+gWy-arrapt&tive^o profit. The

1 .1 am howe* er, found the soil not particularly welcoming, full

i ■'i

c ? - .ii .: i rush-pine, [&vTcoimtgg> not good for farming. They were

Td I L‘ SETcierSE-S: 'Oil ?Wd Wu: HOdd
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n M.-an.h oi food, went scouting around. While reconnoitering

:ig'i miles south of Provincetown, they found aplace in Truro

n>>•» c i led ( orn Hill) where the Indians had stored their grain for

he , >r i ng a inter. So the Puritans brought the corn back to4^i_

<;r*
-4-h-T’ ui i'i in the reverberations of that action killed a couple of

Shortly after, one of those Puritans probably said tojhv

ui> 'the Prithee, brother, let's get the fuck out!" So they sailed to

:l oilier side of Massachusetts Bay, some forty miles across the

a mei md moved into Plymouth which then became the founding

a ic .■■■ Xmenca. Hail to the first Thanksgiving!

w cl! a couple of hundred years later, the locals here became

L’li' >< v;. .a me ongoing self-serving pride of Plymouth. How did 

■‘U 9£T?lEt>80S: ’ON XtU Wu: uoaa
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tl i i •" ■ dart to call itself the founding place of America? So

tl

h rttlXJWer^vasTreCTMTtaxMigh-subsGripiion^-ft-s j > c.

8>.t Kith.- ,jiux to/the opening festivitiesj«*e- This exceptionally 

:\i petitioning Washington, D.C.. By490&4hatfgot so 

j 1 tl , <>•.■ er ;■ mw called the Pilgrim Monument.

J Tv - America started with -seme white people stealing
Klp?"h Zes’

i t i. Liling ;omo fadktni»and going on the lam.

] /. ■ hi •v Dili women's sexuality shape human evolution?

i x n.: a i a ineory in Leonard Shlain's new book, "Sex, Time

i c : ;uenstruation is what enabled women to develop a

r wc < t KTc<L8t-30i: 'ON :. yj yu: woaj
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ini<iiriuto/the opening festivitiesjwe-.- This exceptionally

V ; I '.'"M) daie [i call itself the founding place of America? So

f i .1 lower > now called the Pilgrim Monument.

Jri /I mi \merit a started with-sente white people steal ing^&na©-
h/es’

c »’(1 ■.1!; i u ^ne fodionr»and going on the lam.

1'1 i ■■

11. \ I >< Id id women's sexuality shape human evolution?

/ : i< .i ■■> n eory in Leonard Shlain's new book, "Sex, Time

a-menstruation is what enabled women to develop a

I Wc < I 9CT218W0S: ’3N XtH wu; UQdd
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>5 p: ■. ': iimc and forethought. Language evolved., he says,

1211 narib because men and women had to negotiate sex. Women.

i ic.iii.v > cpcri at reading between the lines of various Pleistocenes.

3 3;uil > u as dec eloped to maintain the interest of men. Is this why,

a oinvn control men1?

'• N1 I luiv en't read the book, but that theory does strike me as

a oi’.i > 1 or example, negotiating sex. Where is the new idea

J
:.i ere' A tier all. -even animals^fiegotiate sex. 1 had two standard

:> Jodies > nice, many years ago, Tibo and Zsa-Zsa, and Zsa-Zsa was

? m hell of a bitch, always nipping at Tibo's nuts. 1 was afraid

] ib mild end up as no man at all by the time he came of age—

i c < r ad them when they were pups. Flow she dominated him!

Cd I L 9£TcC8^SCS: ’ON >Hd Wu: UOdd
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!• h ; had Fierce teeth. He'd have to duck, and sit down fast. These

whatuj*4< t li.- negotiations 1^ taught him a lot, however. He

impregnated her. Nine

] .i); er > iv round. Before (fiiey were done, they created 34 new

wf-s called lot. W

Q .:i Zed hci with lift

'Zsa-Zsa came into heat for the first time. He

!■ndaru P <Hjd I cyw^F-d^emextrthr&y'cars. An~on-geiag,

Animals not only have a great deal of language in

Il t ii gi unis, their groans, their whines, their moans, their baying at 

li t m mn but their scents. Odor used to have more to do with sex 

th o iDguage at least until deodorants came on the scene. But 

be bi e h< advent of whiff-deadening products in spray cans, an> 

t > a nation 1 strong genital odor mixed with perfume was pretty

1 1 : ■: acTsisrsea: ‘on xea Hu; woad
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< a vo er aphrodisiacal, yessir, ail through every barnyard and royal 

( 3 . !'i 1 uropc right through the Second World Wai'. So the

fhercj &ee a point. Menstruation certainly proved to women 
to

. Bfvi e.l. they would go off alone when it was happening.

Io ’ i an! rhe smell of blood in the air to make you prey.

\hsoJulely right. I hadn't thought of that either.

1 in ih.‘\ were altogether different from men. thoy had-ftrfrave 

Icns-e-rrftime developed through menstruation*;

i on >i t-mt language had to be developed to facilitate sex cannot,

2d I 3 9£Tcl8F8£S: "ON Zdd Hu: WOad
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B 'vl riu&sftsn—do women control men? -For—
, UJ<lt kow 0nZ~Hu4-i6 no+^--A 

<. nurdo t on thiinh 'jH

?ILI <. mpletely.

. B\i I m glad you agree.

? [?»l Before women's liberation came along, men used to have 

! .i b: purchase on control in a marriage. Perhaps 35%. The woman 

1 a rm remaining 65. Now, after women's liberation, it's up to

15 >.

J 3 M i • w

f f I jHild be wrong, maybe it's only 85%.

J 3 VI i this why men are forever at a loss in regard to the

CD .wunce of women?

3d I 3 9£TclS^30S: 'ON >Md UP: UCldd
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I Zl Well women are closer to fee universe- GHoser to crcatTurr 

liu w ire So they have deeper instincts.

• E M 11 >ev create life, we destroy IS^e.

''IM i »ii lei s not get into that. Women have deadened as many 

ii> i subtle ways, for subtle reasons, as men have beaten worn

.it n n more overt fashion.

i?M i ii not saying one is more vicious than the other. I'm 

-a 'ing nr dilionally, men have gone to war and women have raised 

b mu ■(. on. That's changing. Women are going to war and we've 

;•<: :r \H.ji happens at Abu Ghraib.

'1 ’i e> that poor pregnant girl...

. J M teei :’or nerjA«%h4^

i r e 9£T2<L8fr80S: 'ON XU Wu: woas
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' M v >.i do0

i th i She was in the wrong place with the wrong guys, feeling the

'one pressures and now' she's all alone.

■>J V! Slit real I \ is. I also can see how wild the parties are getting

■ el * merica this season. The key factor at Abu Ghraib was,

i.ipenors—as-well as the-photos-t-hat-were—after-al-1, some

of tlie-phvws-wetie u^edjaTdfiekmail ^ne prisoners into talking.

1 It none of \ ou at home are going to believe this until you see

} on non t

—4 -Btrthe Abu Ghraib gang were also delighted to send

' ? I----

r1'+ ^KHoSTfiome-to thenTriends. Just think of the kind of party

d P E 9£TeiarB0S: "on xua pp: uoaj
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t .f ih; i n going on back in America while Bush keeps talking

a )onl hi i a splendid a Christian nation we are.

huge piiiiual crimes is that we’re the bullshit kingdom of all

t t !^-e4hrnid~a~waAf-ti) process"bullshil-srx-you can'tjjygflJ 

y Red-tfiv btdf-aw-4enget7 

] 3 VI A hai do you think of the gender roles of mon-and women 

r- d i hm women arc expected to raise a family and be successful in

t .< ■ n-Kiiace'’

Td SETcisfses: ‘on >:«d wu: woaj
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'■ ’ 4 1 oi ne. any notion that males are superior to females or

. .;i si perioi to males is, I'd say, like comparing dogs to cats.

'I < rn<’ m na. it's a hopeless argument. Men are so fundamentally

' i focm from women.

si. i I have to say that the desire for power in women that's

ye tilled iself m the last 35 years is not attractive. The power

11< j used to have was vastly more aUeavtivefTt used to be fun to
X

y.;; I ze a v uman was smaller than you. In the course of living

i n ?'• re mb learning how to handle oneself, there were women

’.? c dev doped Mich tasty subtleties about how to control us. They

' . i'i liiv.' animal handlers if you will. And the animal, even the

t a : ’’ always adores the handler. Now they're dominating

r j r 9£iez.8r80i ■on uu; uaad
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’ ■s openly^ ' The whip and the knout for you, buddy, we are the

po.i.icalP correct."

J ? M ! ii;>n t think I agree with that. It's changing. There was the

’ ? gu >1 political correctness, which bordered on fascism and it

s .• rb ing. But the majority of the women that I know, they 

i re al nan -they don't want a man they can walk all over.

' 4 Weil. good. I'm 81, and these unhappy experiences occurred

at]’. >(’years ago.

IBM v >.i were living then at the Insight of the gender war. But

,vh?rs imiv encouraging, what's encouraging me now, is^we-neesk
f arc.

, .,1 *
4- 'Alt f11 - v 1111 'en >n power, but we need women who do it the way a V?* I'Z* /

i ices it, not the way a man would do **

9£TZiar80S: ‘ON xtu UU: uoaj
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. h v. is dial relevant to what we're talking about?

a. I, vve re just now starting to see women getting into

■ "hiiions who are still allowed to be women. They don't

pretend to act like a man.

\n anna Huffington,*Hillary ClintonV^^.

V i c a few, would you?

Ilil ifv Clinton is a very good example. 1 met her many

go a hen she was the governor's wife in Arkansas. Probably

v k a as mmensely intelligent—I happened to sit next to

eir i er and we had a very good conversation. 1 was

>se.l with tiow bright she was, how open, and what a fine

the lac. She's not as interesting now. Today, she's a

9£T213r80S: ‘ON XdJ yu; uoaa
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j) linn. ia-- She s very cautious. Her books are boring. What's that

> it 'rl akes a Village. .."—full of cant. The way Maggie

ia a- was full of cant. You say what's useful to say, not what

u bche. c You never speak from the heart. Hillary is always

v Hi i-dogging her tongue these clays. Totally unspontaneous in

> a. i the wax an average mediocre-to-good, effective politician

\ ms spiel.

IE N Bi as wv said before, she's a politician at a high level—she

. at!.) choice.

>74 s, -. Iw get excited about her as a role model?

&.-1 T k
. B Vi >io( saving we're there yet. people coming up tn tho-

j..idu.. - -t-M^-hauni DawfreLMoveOn.org who is changing the fnce

9£T£i8r80S: ’ON XtH nu; woaa
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<’7 rn-trnts ~t'^ee Arianna Huffington who is approaching it-fmava-

4i4-.¥ .mate- i ifreampolitics this year is mo revolting than ever

leer. r p lifetime, certainJyfTebpl^who were never involved

be bit. in. gojng'lhere because it's sexier, it's getting tobeuiiore

1X1..

bd 1 All ight. i can see a time when women ^yH(5re important 

] ■? ii ii.;il.i.< than they are now, and for better reasons, but that 

<lo is ■ i an am thing much is going to change. In a certain sense, 

a ] oliijci.tn. regardless of gender, is neutered/bythe process. A lot

attractive in person because, after all, they're( t 3

j s-i -g he flesh. All the time. Shake a thousand hands in a 

i'i‘ g ,i id an afternoon and you're horny by the end of the day.

r 9£TZ43r805: -QN X9J wm woaa
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1 ’hijiuK arc tiling you something. Where's the guy who won't 

gc i r aro-on it ne's admired by a lot oi women? But, nonetheless, 

go lues dehumanizes you. I don't say this out of sour grapes 

be. aiisc w sen I ran for mayor in that Democratic primary back in

9 >o I considered it my duty. Believe it or not, I felt God wanted

Ji t to eo into politics to save New York. I was a high-octane fool.

y >i d v asn t nearly as good as I thought I'd be. All the same, 1 was

j h parec t > pay die price. 1 knew I would never write again in any 

sei ions w s d 1 got elected. I knew 1 would use up my soul then in

A f.- £ J*# fy
' duw-u^t^-tmfeappy ^forme. But I felt: "I haven't been a good

ini to '.ave my soul." Now this was not only simplistic

i n ng meh is no drawback to running forfygSloffice) but I

j t i qi-T—' Of-c?rJi. Ut wm woaa
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t Ji;z.; i.-.n k; be an ineffectual politician. All the same, I was ready

;< ■ :h.• bullet. What I learned from the effort and the defeat is

'■ at |- » iicsUqtffremehdousiy difficult business. You know, we 

•. s x. y^lsketbalTpIayers^ecause they have s-ttoh stamina. Well,

/ Ji' tevr humans can become good politicians due to the amount

ou run into. The responsibilities. The number of

I s isieli i things you have to do. So, I don't sneer at politicians. I

1 hit ihc' rc entitled to the same kind of respect we give

e a u >i al'K good athletes. Stamina is impressive. But 1 don't have

,i) i us i' in that in becoming a politician you become a nobler

"■I'’ <r er\ rarely does that occur. The only reason it happens

9CT?18t-80a: ’ON Xtfd up: woaa
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(■? ;e i! i v h He is because it's an impossible Creation if you can't

1'1 iv rxveptions to every last rule.

’'I ? ’-B(i Y: Yuu once wrote somewhere: "As many people die

r< ni an t;\uess of timidity as from bravery. Nobody ever mentions

ii. t )< ■ vou care to give an explanation of courage?

''I d ha v e one. It's ready-made. Courage can only be measured

h\ the place Irom which you start. Picture an old lady who is ill in

. i e ■> joint. terribly arthritic, nonetheless she has to crosT^d+ffrcnfS-

•4 e. and sac can't quite keep up with the lights. Nonetheless she

dr.
e d' . n inner imperative to twm And she does manage to get

r< 's m though she's terrified. I would call that courage. 1

\ -a- it is analogous to the case of a well-trained Marine, a 

9£T2iaf80S: 'ON xyj Wu: UOdd
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good x, id. who gets into combat, sees his buddies wounded, sees a

o x i icnu killed, goes through hell. He gets to the point where

.'■? eapcr.n he will die. Until that moment, you can't really speak of 

ii' i 'urate He s been trained to be brave—you can motivate 

>e jple to ne brave. But when you get to that crux in combat where 

■ c u sa\ It's not worth it. I'm scared shitless, I can't go on, 1 want 

1 quit don't care about my buddies, fuck it all, I want to quit"— 

it d lien another side of you takes over and says, "You will go on, 

w icthei ou die or not, you will go on"—that's courage.

i >iH..*rwise. courage can be meaningless. If you're in a very

ii a.id v ery well-trained in your martial skills, you may feel 

. i.-n.. mh vou re prepared to be brave.

1 P : ii i 9£Te<!.8t’80S: 'ON Xdd yu; uodJ
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■'.> 1 would say. courage is transcendence. Whatever our 

jo ei .) . mpetence at more or less hairy activities, we are still 

< b i. cd go be) ond ourselves, to transcend ourselves, if we wis 

i > rise mi high as courage itself.

I nai's \vh) 1 say timidity kills. Kills more people than 

>r n because every time one's timid, one's pulling back creative 

i) pi ises m oneself, denying them. One is denting one's ego. And 

ts at ego contracts out of shame, illness begins. This is my

J v X os o Intel) (wirttte! Make it the virtue. 1 would go so far as 

:■ sa> dim it s very hard to feel love if you're full of shame. We 

1 l< 9£T3Z.8t’80S: 'ON Xdd Wu: UQdd
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cnn ( ■ I' feel love for someone else when we have gained respect

f t o.- seb es- -it s why we have this endless obsession with

cm rage Where is the man who can ignore it? It's analogous to a

v o nau v ho w ill wear no make-up, no jewelry, won't comb her

h; i ■ ■'tvaii'.e she hales women who are elegant, feels those women

are phon* "I want to be seen as my natural self." Yet that woman

c j ne\ ei sneer al elegance with full confidence. A part of her

i $ * 1 /• i/
frets there s something wrong with her. She (^s^KvaSl/tcTgetthe

i i ii.. I.,; .'.I herself. By the same token, some men sneer at

11; v ' < all a. overrated, are always ready to point out how much

t : .il'b. breeds Of course it does. A macho brute is a macho

Me < t 9£T2<L8f80£: ’ON XbJ nu: Moaa
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•>' ut r Bi i not even a saint can sneer at bravery with a completely

;;!■ and open heart. Not even a saint.

HL I V i a know, one of the outcomes of living in such an 

) gamzei society where everything is taken care off-men don't go 

■) it and kill their food &ftd-bxmg-rt-bftcX -there's a complicity, 

t most ■ ,ense of deliberate TOfgettia/that when it all comes down

( (uh iru rely we're fucking animals. And we*H=^tte eacnolher and

our own is attacked. And I/Qon't know if this is

;i a. >>H^rrv^dy,rbu^9^o of the (fete when J meet another man,

'^*\QUc4bia/x J
j ioei isM^igteenSe 'gan I take you or can you take me?"

( impi s^isuallya

Ik ■ wMijuds us all on a national level that tomorrow, like that

9£Tc<L8t’80S: ’ON XtH Uu; noad
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i!n:.p- fingers] all of this societal bullshit could be gone and we're

b it k o grunting and That’s important. I think it’s one of

11 e maioi differences between the mentality of a man in the ntxJ

i illennmni and the mentality of a man in the '90s when political

ati IU,
: >i reciness was at it*rhoiglrt~and the sensitive pony-tailed guy was

.2 ill i ng aid more than he should.

v IV A i II. I think you have an unbalanced situation when the

s ■ g id more than he should. And for too little.

> u . or over-sensitive—pony-tailed guy is getting laid more

b fe; -Jh. you're a bigot.

9£Tcl8f80S: ’ON >bd Wu: WOdd
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F IS ' e got my prejudices.

‘ I /) you may have received them from your father,
< $ li At I* I I’Vy <

IT /\ ’'Bi >Y In Freud's essay, The Uncanny, he contends that the

■ tj o i ges ns lances of the uncanny involve "doubts whether an

■ • L£1 TillL' an 1 J11ate being is really alive, or conversely, whether a_

I jsics'. ■ I jcci might not be in fact animate." We live in an age

'L iv e such distinctions become even less clear. This is indeed

i: gmcning. WUre overmatched by our technology. Our ability to

ct rripiehend is exceeded by the ability to construct and fabricate,

f g i o c spoken of the inanimate—that which cannot be

dh iii icticu. Increasingly, it seems, we are overcome by this

■! £r 111 k s.s Is there more of this to come in our future?

i r > 9£teiSt’80S: ’ON XUJ uu; uoac
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KM absolutely yes. So long as technology expands and 

c i m ds v ? re going to have more of such uneasiness. I remember 

ba :1 ii ’bk’. I was down at NASA, south of Houston, covering the

Tint andmg an the moon, the flight of Apollo 11. InthebookI (<*£&■ 

r? a.; it -)_n ii. there was a chapter called "The Psychology of 

'1 u lines which discussed the immense amount of attention these

V- n technicians gave to glitches. It truly worried the venture— 

hole v j - 'something so spooky about glitches. NASA had the best 

ci hnclogy available, and yet the most inexplicable little 

ii ilfunclions would occur. It obsessed them. The real question, I 

\ z a ; even though they would never admit it to themselves)

Hd P L 9£T2<L8t’80S: ‘ON Xdd Wu: W0M3
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Ab i)< machines have a psychology?" Do things go wrong

). cause machines have temperaments?

i if. i i>■. we talking about a psychology or a soul?

' VI s oi) rt bevond me on that one. 1 was asking if there was an 

ii m il. in the machine that we were not in touch with. You 

■; rely ' ■! J a person now who has a computer who doesn't feel their

mayic oo.x has A personality. Or, cars—everyone feels that 

: s . Ji tu.-> its own presence. Of course, this last is a case where 

:J e ui.ciinnj doesn't scare us, it pleases us almost.

B' 1 >u. know, whenever I hook my computer up to the internety+4*-
nclt-'- Xi H —i-f jg ty1 '

poorly and 1 feel ifs-the equivalent^putting-

e.»x
1" .■i-reU

Hwf ?u
'Ua’D /frx L/vV;Wlfccy Once. •<

SZTcZSt^bOS: ‘ON XUd Wu: HOdd
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Jir.jlf* OrtW Kz,y4 i$ [e^. A.
••* 414-m -What Ts thrs?^' Shc dUtfSii'L vvofk-a&^weU^-My

<U 'V’V
■Lfl-vu^m-bbut it I let somebody else driviXwha isn'-t-in love with

it dr'V'^H'l1

" \ I ’li iik Freud put his finger on the nature of the uncanny.

P iri of w ml is so depressing about modem technology is the way 

1 ci.b o' our senses. One of the things most awful about plastic— 

i ic '> v Heer fulminating against plastic—most unsuccessfully— 

:r i< 30 10 years, is that plastic is not uncanny. It's just 

j eic. inert. It's very hard to conceive of any kind of soul or spirit

li Kilw )? Hie sluff because it doesn't come out of nature but from

. • /y £i/ cl- $*<- f't’

J sj.. -1 iuLiuiy processes. Even a wooden cane has a touch of 

(•■jii bu< plastic doesn't. I’ve always felt it is the

9£tci8t’80S: "UN > Wu: W08d
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h in Ji lanier to technology. Why do people love technology? It

[ a •. hi more power than you'd have without the technology but 

) J. : as i heavv price. You become a little more inert in your finer

‘ :n- 'uhiics

J 3' I V' here is our technology leading us? A car is certainly a 

[it e »i ec inology but not until recently was there plastic all over

] 1 i as they make plastic stronger, and more analogous to

S'.tri u inch they will—so, in turn, cars are going to be made 

t n t h o[ plastic because economically speaking, the plastic

then if theNos j ^sti!iT?(pfIersmore profit. No surprise then if the mediocrities

la-. • n \ er the world under the banner of technology,

Td I 3 9£tej.8t«C-S: ’ON XUd Uu: HO'dd



N.i_ b' avbuv04 revision 3 8/16/04 62

c >t )ot;iix >. ision. and the unholy urge to purvey democracy to all 

c u n -H. s ij the world, whether they're ready for it, or capable of it.

E ii v <• tell them in effect, "You are going to end up a democracy 

v ] Jlhc< . < u w am it or not." This turns democracy into a farce.

-.a use democracy is a grace. Any true democracy is sensitive 

er.' ugh tv ne perishable, and we're in danger right now of losing 

c .ii democracy right here. The people who are running the world 

ai i >i\ snii. very badly in many places, have the feeling that

Si.a c. 'Mt. I a controlled direction is the only answer. My feeling, of

G.rirse, exacllv the opposite. Global capitalism does not speak 

< ■ i ' cc >arket but of a controlled globe. It is alien to the creative 

j ■: ;s I* lilies that have not yet been tapped in legions of people 

■l Wc < t '3£T2<!.8f80£: ‘ON Xbd UP: WOdJ
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v lb e nev er had a chance io be creative, who work and die

v 1 b ativc moments in their lives. But their hopesfl believe,

* mm Hiried in their gene stream for generations, and^are

pis sc J on W hen talented people emerge from no apparent cultural

bat k < 'i.nb.i. ] see them as the product of these ten generations of

f i] .t mr i from people who wanted to be more than their lives

g;.o e them Such an artist is now receiving the bounty that was

p .< ked into the dreams of his or her forbears. This premise also

v ? ■]■ , n >v\ erse Restrained evils, withheld evils, extended over

r ia t er t rations can end by producing a monster of a dictator.

1 here's an argument that our technology is stunting

c - j ? i ’ ' a-'U • ere we not spending so much time going out into

Wc < t 9£Te<L8F80S: ’011 X8d Hu: WOdd
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? j. )inp11ter._focusing on TV.Nsd^U^ave-v^Cmorepeople would 

ht s' c»l g^^foa higher psychic level. Instead, we're developing a 

. : il;: i o: o c ’. u he re—every day we get closer to having one device 

1 ? y v- 11 f'e your phone and your email, your this, your that, your 

i i ci i ci btcess, a little device you carry with you and-yeti44-

■ / itdi Slut I rek, a little bell will go off

l
pi igramf) our likes and dislikes.

W*. r\p-
(if d as S ou~pass~a stranger on the street—say you both like to 

sendiftg out a signal
kU, c?4<vr J?e/i'C€«

mi
tell you

••}. It v onipati b11 iry is near by. Why arc we doing this?

’•] vi Because of a deep fear. We've lost the often crippling but 

< m L !■ >s ntense consolations of religion. Formal, organized 

.= i. i I ' ntroduced many perversities into our nature but it also 

3£Tei8t’80S: ’ON XtU 14U; UOdd
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■ f . vu r .ianx poor people some hope—if you were a good enough

■ e> l on • oil'd enter heaven. But religion also stood in the way of

e eiopment oi capitalism and technology, corporate capitalism.

i n.in inning a small business is living by his wits, but people

mei ,i >i poratn >ns in order not to have to live by their instincts—

>r nos' important—their fears. Only a few have to take

e - r > -n obi lit} The corporation can be a relatively benign

n: ani/ation. but it is still subtly totalitarian. And this is spreading.

’eopic I the top want to control the world because they're in terror

h.. ti’cnx ise we are going to blow it up. My feeling is if the

.•in p r ions lake over the world,^witHndeed blow apart because

:i lire-. >g\ could end by violating too much of human nature.

■d□id i if 9£TSi8f80S: ’ON I Hu: WOdd
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. B v I i dsi ‘t technology taken over the world already?

' IM i completely. Not completely. There are still corners and

v. •• ic- games. and places.

J B M teirs an uiidergroundi

?1M ' hut underground has to go a long way before I will take it

; er >ns \ and et I am ready to drink to that idea.

-U I'F.

id 9£Tcl8f80S: 'ON Xdd Hu; wodd
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NM: Immorality is a clearer concept. We know we're up i 

something that by our moral logic is forbidden. "Amora: i> mo ( 

ambiguous. It falls into several categories. People can he amoft I 

in business, or in their loyalties, but generally speak in i •. i 1 nl 

of an amoral man as a sexist. Even that word has its sun­

categories. One type doesn't give a damn about the parinc 

pleasure goes into achievement. Such a dude will measii

prowess by how many times he got laid. Even more impi • arn

What rating did the woman give him?

Then there's biological amorality. The man is suffe int 

heavy physical need. The need is more important to him than t.
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it can get, you always learn something about ■ u

woman and about yourself. Some people do dig into tuck nit- o

goldminers. They're not worrying about the earth -the] want ,n

goddamn gold.
1U e-

JBM: Do you learn more from sleeping with ten women. o<

sleeping with one woman for ten years?

NM: A man full of sensuality would probably opt tor the t > s

course. You need to feel extraordinary love to be fanhfw' t

someone for ten years. After my own checkered careei bi i jg

married six times, with 8 children and one terrific stepson ;

been on both sides of that question.
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JBM: I want to get back to Clinton's quote: "I did it becais. I

could." What are your thoughts on the way he referred <> Mon < .

Lewinsky in his book?

NM: As people go, Clinton is not the worst guy y ou're noine b

meet. He has a lot of natural warmth, plus a good deal o

everything else a president needs, calculation, mampulat on

h ■ *

interest in his work, all of that. In this case, I thought-thr^e

particular remarksf^markJ were needlessly cruel. I belie c h.

would have preferred to speak nicely about Monica Lewinsk y bn

you’ve got to remember he has an angry and injured wife < n in

hands. He had to weigh in with something to satisfy her I liar '

was more on his mind than Monica.
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"1 did it because I could" is an empty remark. An; on; vi t s

met Monica knows she's very attractive. She's got bcauiihu

coloring, she's intense, she's bright—\vomiah

That's the real reason why he did it.

And for another reason entirely, which may be i ichci

although it is certainly meaner. A bright woman I know once si ic,

"Clinton livo^ in a minimum security prison. Ever, fifteen

minutes, security cheeks up on where heyV I thought. ■ be t

absolutely right. What we're dealing with here wa>- an incarcera ed

man. It's as if he was in the finest, grandest minimum seotirt

prison in the world, the White House. In that sense. 5% »him i -. i

convict.
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democracy, change always comes from negotiation. her

adversaries walk away from a political compact, each side .s i •>: ■

dissatisfied.

JBM: I'm still too much of an optimist. 1 think that's ch >ic • H.

NM: Well, if you ever get into politics, and you well me- " it i

that name e£yet»s,piow can you not?—you're going to c-w -< 2)

nfiKititerestiftg compromises have t04ftftke,^illy-ndh

JBM: Okay. I'm ready to move on

PLAYBOY: You've written about the cultural necessity

literature. Yet we now live in a time when the no\ eh st and

literature itself are borderline irrelevant. There's an absent- ,»t

interiority, of serious, concentrated thought. We max be 1 dan g j
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of losing literature forever. What would this mean tor Amci c; t

culture?

NM: As a novelist, I'm now speaking from my vested posih i

My profession is being eroded. When I began, good no :lis- >

were more important in the scheme of things. The irony is I .it he

great novelists like Hemingway and Faulkner probably c nln'i e 1

as many copies per book as a few serious novelists sell now Hu

they were revered. They affected history. They had then nipac L

on i Ameri cap. Hemingway had a prodigious influence fot young

American writers. He taught a lot of us how to look for the lens I

strength of a sentence.
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I think a nation's greatness depends, to a real exten

well-spoken its citizens are. Good things develop out or ,i

populace that really knows how to use the language and i. m i ’t I

Would Great Britain have aefrreved-asMntrchhiTTts^^ 'virh-'B i'
A_J>i <fi> <. ?

Shakespeare? Where would Ireland be today without toy..

/language deteriorates, becomes less eloquent, less rnetaph* rica

less salient, less poignant, a curious deadening the human - pit ■

comes seeping in.

By now, America has shifted from being a country wuh a

great love of freedom and creativity (in constant alkrcatn. r v in

those other Americans who wanted rule and order) into a corn' 4

that’s now much more interested in power. And power i < <u
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promise you, is not interested in metaphor. Metaphm is

antagonistic to power because it pushes you to think in men |h u c

and contradictory ways. Power demands a uni-linear approach

Power does not welcome poetic concepts.

JBM.: But hasn't power always been a driving force in s« it I \

NM: Always. But it was situated among other driving fore s .> n

as culture and art and love of sports and good architecture a: k.

tradition. Now, it's as if corporate power has become the most

dominant theme of our lives. In ten more years, will jA f nd t

professional stadium

JBM: One way I put it is that writers used to be rock stars. Nov.

only the rock stars have credibility with the masses. Insm
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synagogue or mosque. When it comes to moral paradox mr. l<u’j

is limited. It’s too structured. Interesting morality almost ci i>

pre-arranged moral codes. It's only the novelist—thi very to<

novelist—who can deal with such moral issues as "Am I on

balance a good person or a bad one?" You don't find th n an b

declaring, "Well, I'm good because I obey the Ten

Commandments." That doesn't make you good. Yon can ,-r II hi a

horror if you restrict the lives of others with your piety 1 he tea

question is how do you affect other people's lives? 1 he besi no' J

are marvelous for delving into the subtler inquiweCot our natu.c

After all, what is human nature? We're still finding IT ai

It is immensely various, even as God, I believe, is immer se y
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regime, superficially open and ready for the development ■

technology which will make all our lives extraordinary • s h ,

technology will end up keeping us alive for 150 or 200 x eai s ; i ei

if three-quarters of each of us will be replacement parts. '! in '

/i
my fourth heart," says the man who is 200 years old I m noi sure

that's either God's intention or the real human intention 11 m;n lx

an ultimate destruction of the human spirit to stay ali ve bey I .

certain point. Maybe death is as important to life as life its.- t I >

keep extending the years of your life—that could be one rn >re l oi r

of evil. Much too much is being taken for granted toda-,.

But I must go back to the original point: The good nr • e

serious novel, is antipathetic to corporate capitalism The tx-'.i
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seller is one of the props of corporate capitalism precise‘v he. n

it's an entertainment. "At the end of the day, 1 want to hue un ’

says the nine-to-fiver. "Give me asshole TV shots s. exploit.) ), i

films with lots of bang. I don't need to read a good hook " a n a

page-turner." Well, every lime there's a page-tumer to read lor • c >

little, someone's mind is being dulled. Even page-turnem can g< i.

into interesting^Srcrrrfl questions, but dependably, the\ wil. a o r s

veer away from moral siguffteftnee.

JBM: You're talking about good art which pushes you. Ihmk 11t;

challenge, though, is to make a serious novel entertaining sc

people can't put it down.
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JBM: Well, I would ask whether she can raise great IhCr..9 r

the popular level of best-sellers.

NM;. No. No person can do it. You're so young you stli I v i.v.:

in the power of individuals. The hard fact—which I woulc lik . u

see develop in you, my friend, over the next ten years, is a mm.!

of social structure. Because society is pararnoimideeperi

It's as if we're little animals running through the machine

Occasionally we touch a switch, something starts, we start .in,>ihe

little machine, but we can't really alter the nature of the machine

that much. Not without great study and long-term devotioi niti-

willingness to get into the grease of the gears.
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NM: No, I've only lived here year-round for the last 1 * •• u - nt

the first time I came to Provincetown was almost 6u year^ agr u <

I've spent serious time here over 45 or 50 of the last 60 > eats

W.1
IBM; -Now, Provincetown in winter—a lol of people see j -

being abandoned. It goes from—what? 30,000 down ic h i

people?

NJMw-Roughiy

r—^7J-&M:yis winter better than high season? )

NM: For a writer of my age, it's better. There's an old sa> mg

about P'town that in the winter you can roll a bowling ball c i a

Commercial Street and it'll never hit anyone. So it is loneh hen i i

February and March and mean and cold because the wind 1 :< -i i .
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7WORD COUNT: 11,624

JBM: Fahri.H,we s

9/11?

talking about how you

ird nine

(f^$5&3?nore ^f Michael Moore’s tricks

Moore’s theories on what’s going on with this country

I f of it

FAX NO. :5084872136

1 would say bout 75% of the film

ia»s/tricks.

tight inft to on think

NM: Fine. Um; you want to go ahead and start by

n lust start with 9/11.JBM: \

that’s the way to start*? by talking about I I'riusi

M (k /

indisputable,
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is undeniable^ Iflainly, fw ma, the portion on Iraq, and how

we just don’t belong there and never should have gone

NM: Vealr, I don’t disagree with that. I saw it for the first

time last night, an<y^vas pretty upset through the firs had

1 thought, this is the sort of bad, dumb,/_sUtj^’ thing that
fa CA- — OZl.-

liberals do all
'/€< i/C^Ceb

■<TteHweratS4fc>rmat4hc^np4heir-^^ c ji

too many corner^, hrujftfirwdien-yeu-getjntDJaJk^i^i'^

use only the o

h^g^he-sarfte4hi^gr-And I got pretty bored about h4Lfway>

/a sentence with four elements in it

heylre-adways-

lement that’s to

thwugh.-I meanTi-fufrt got bored with the Saudi Arabian

business, because, while there’s obviously a lot of smoke

r(f s
thercrbetween (be Bush family and the Saudis, a-H-he w as —

^^doing-^vasTilbbmg smoke in ouE-faces, fhere were no hard
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facts* you need to make a case.

Bes^erafterTittTpuwertitl^reoprh^^

with the devil on a?

subway7^Vcir~

half-of-thnse-hands are tlie irands of people who oh sight

yo4j^ift2t4ike^Xhat^caihjiiattei4-ye«--shakHmi-uu v. Ltlu- — -

rf-wav-very

u^taken-witlrthe movier4»4hQUghUt

cetmtEies-a^Wwr-the-ph^ You don’t make^ case by

showing two hug^qaciLiiicia^^ politicians

NM: So, you see, that’^iotJiiakiQgjLcage. But, when W 

t hought a lot of people-whn disliked the-movie-ongfiticTT^r-- 

shaking hands

got i»to Iraq I
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it-and-lhBttght -it' was outrageous that showed per^de ~ "
Z2^ L y je <■ r<

two bojTwTtjTkite^Wherc-thcsc boys were-iunnmgaviih
i^-Cy^C. f lay c i

d4teirw35diaf31y-artiTce-s^^ park,

JBMoRight-^. ----- --------------------

“NMiJfhey’Te rumTing in front of ugly, cement block 

buildings of the sort you see in cheap housing projects in

America, you usedrtrrsee-m-the Soviet Union, the k ind of

jZ
unhappy, mass architecture that pollutes the world, h-dieki-fr-.

seemrtr^n^-draMhatw^a^Tn^an^^

JBM: Well, tbM^s-whatls-fascjnating to me, 7 he- images

were oflraq inA4areh^93-andrthey-were what they, were r> 

if it were a peaceful, happy country. No-! He shewed-the-- 

tpotage4haMaediad4iwcused-4erth^

<9
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NM: He could have done it with ^dottle-more irony.

Gonsidering he was trying t67nal<e^ case/la-oth^word^
\ ( r

•h^-ftiac ku^at^donsideFdhedundamental-e^ kbe, ul^

and 1cft-wing-atteekfron-the-4ght, which is they~»e&H4-to—

that if you can &©meajp^wij±L-so^ mak^

ix? "T'
people laugh at the right tWyou’re winning. And- they 'n

r.
wrong., youhe^fosing. tXAause4-rcrn^mbcr, yFftyr^a'rsr'.nzo ’’

wayj^hck with the progressive party in 1948 more than

fifty years ago—when we used to laugh, and laugh ^aneL

. faugh at how dumb and ignorant the other side was. And

we’ve been laughing for fifty years and more. We’re 

further behind now than we were when we started.

JBM: I^gree. Lmean. the problemJs. and the reason

why—44km44cnow4f4^d-A¥aiiUj04!£MM^ ,

With Michael -Moore: IhrrghdHier^-t-here, doing what he2■•+—,

dbmgyTisoextremu'^srtTcAs. The right has unbelievable skills

5
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with propaganda and sound bites. They sense that if you

take more than ten seconds-to answer a question, you've

lost your audience. The left doesn’t have that. Michae

Moore is^he-efosest-ftrffi^he^eTUias-Ux-that.^od- — ...v

NM: Well, he’s the closest thing the left has/to a right wino

JBM: Right.

NM: An^Jhe argument comes dowrrtosis-that what js

necessary? J don’t have the answerto-thaj. 1 poidw it.

b^^Se^ome of the things he was doing were damn ugly

Raffin ugly in tsrms-eTsemeene-who—4etVsa,y/fherv are

perfectly sincere people, after all, on the right, and they

would/be absolutely offended, the way people on the left 

the-issucs were being buggereiLhy-M-iohafrl Moore. On the
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so that finally Td-approve-eT^heTUtti-ennugh to see wa?-.

-hthottgl^the stuff on Iraq anddhe^vawyas^hree times as

powerful as all the earlier stuff. The-^ariy-stuflAyas-frrftof

<eheap-shots. When it came to Iraq, he didn’t need as. ma-ny —,

cheap shots. In fact, he didn^need-any. The real ston tw.

-me was the-afady of the faces. Yrxu4otdted~aHrfHf^^
/7z/

ojrthc^^^htr^ihb^ie^eepk^at^ on rhe

'i~G£»^r t ' —7^
rigid, the people that-want-tp war, and what you saw waj^ 

was-a^ertam/l^tincss^o^all t^^^Sple, starting with

ZZr
BlisT^ has one of the emptiest faces in America It’s
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American soldiers who were over there.r <3c/<

b ew.i 1 cl ere d. They Ire fsoOhrfoceTilL'^

JBM: They’re kids!

taken for a hideous ride. ffideeus-rkkrAcftdr-theu.-ofcoursty-

NM: They look like good people. And they are bein^ 

Ai-U^f-thaPwas~§plendi4. The second half of the movje-pwt— 

takes on Quge forced-great power. It was \orv\a4hm-w-le-.--;

ltjiVas--af4isbed^more artistic than the first ha lf  ̂where, he-.

was4ool«ngTbr^heftp-shetsJh^eefmj4o-me-ofte^041ib£  iu les^ 

o£discQUFse;4f-is yetrget your oppuiierrt-dewm-you-don.’

Jdck-him in the-ear. The stuff with7tre43ushre~aTY^ •

A^ki^asjietmeededRMdght<^ndof the critique! The- -

poinH do want to inakc-out of all thi-s-is it gaveirnratt-o^:^^-

agaitLA sense of how poAA^rfiil^to^dnl^Uigenh^ew- -

-skiUfaly and howhotallynjnscnrpiilous the-Bush-- 

10
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administration is at gettingtits-wayrAfid what we’re he 

talk about is what theo-epublicamadnainj^mtioHr^-

republican convention is-going to be-likedn New York

are going to do. Because, the first question to ask yourself 

they are hoping there will be ugly riots, becduse4ha?s-4heif

feStway to get re-elected. They’re looking for a repea 

of ’68 in Chicago. In that case, you remember, the police 

mowed down the demonstrators on Michigan Bouleva d 1 

was called “The Massacre of Michigan Boulevard.'" hod 

yet, the democrats looked bad in the course of it. ®Fhen- 

the-a^epirbHeansr-th^n Nixon, ended up squeaking through to 

win. The situation here could be worse, because the ke y

before you/fnarch uRhe-street is,bAmy did the republic ms

choose New YorlToTa-U-placesS I would say t-he-emswer-rs.

1 would go so far as to sayyYTam desperately worried 

FAX NO. :5084872136
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■you knoivats^amovehstytr7thing to keep in mindjPi

tty-tcHiwtkYrrtermTTyfmon^
5> C<^Z- C?

thiftlfer-so-to-speak, but how the other people woutd-Uun-k -

You-can2! be a-goudTTOvelisbtfyou can-’t really 4ake4we-v'r\ 

-ixauii^fifieen^ereeftt-crl^yetirsut^ -rrwnyr 

apdjxy-to-estimdte how they he going to reason. If] were .1

republican, I’d say (the thing I need most are pgly rio

while we^re in New York. Vetynaglyudxni^nd^ia^^

>cene episode  ̂^Zow3 howdo-I-ge-Hfjffi lot of ifert?- 

wl kids are so mad at our president, says the right wing

agents provacateurs fn-th-oso organization^ doing then best

to fire people up and have them go crazy. Because, oie of

the things that ^Wdldwasto excite the rage that hal f of
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stakes are upped, the desire to express one& rage, one's 

contempt, ones-hiry, ones anathema against the Bush

America is feeling towards Bush. It 

administratioiy^incredibiy intense. At that point^ou-suck

a few agents provacateurs,imth^rk-^huy4Hmd-a-wa\Ux)H '

urinate on the American flag. Tj^nayments thev~_U receive

wUlur^/o^edvruirdTA^^itT^vCTije-aW^T^ottun-hngi'^-

-that-stuff is -ski44ful. It’s been done^nprevtouTporiticai

campaigns. The^emocrats used to have a guy named Dick

Tuck, who used-to come up with a lotHaf capers. puiydmTc

relatively innocent in those days. BtiWw they’re re&4y-

f.playing for keeps, because this is the most important single

3
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be in real trouble. Because everything they’ve beer doing

for the last four years is bound to come out if there s

another administration in there. ^acHhey can't afford to

republican administration wi’l have a

^nty years Carl Rove saicLJPhk—

2g, before the worst of Iraq came through. Now v

election in my lifetime,

r”~fhe republicans know that if they lose this time the) conk

twenty year hegemony once they win this next elec .io i ( 

fae±ngzts4he-eppo4te: if they lose, they could be out o1'

power for twenty years. 1 he)

absolutely can’t tolerate that. And, so, what 1 would add. it-

1^2-jP&ssrffes
that they a*e put as many ingredfonbFmto me protest.

movement as they can get away with. IWo^^^g-t-h-at_

saves it from being ovenfodenj^tfth^with agents
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provacateurs, is precisely that it’s not tot easy togeidhar

miany good ones^ithout being caught. You know, in the ■ ?j

■^IcLdays, the oid-American Communist Party, wlwh-was- -1

^t4h<Ua-appiesUi£Huxixjst^pQ^r-ful4)aj^^n^i-neF+eft^

4ristor}T-by4ftFrand--kad-a--k^^-and- >

dogmatic and ideological-people in it.,-used_to

^and-twned^bwt kept alivejby the fact that a good number ( 1

the members were FBI men. But4hatwas-theii,J. jn-tai-kiTf:';

abouMifty years ago. Now, it’s subtler, it’s more difficult,

but if you are part-:1 and this is what I’d say~to peopte-who.

activist movement, and one of your people wants to cut up

the American flag, burn it, or urinate on it— finger mm

don’t trust him. That’s not a pure-idoolegue who’s so

^nflamed with rage-a^Bush that he has to express himself

j ■>
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ch
that way. On the contrary, that^/aguywho’s doing his job.

and ter knows why he’s doing it.

JBM: Well, this is one of the big dangers that I see is. th-ei e

is that agent in there, whose job it is, who’s being paid to

disrupt the protest, to throw a brickthfough a window or o

piss on the flag, but there><Iso—

NM: You have tpAay “maybe.” Because, technically (
/ I

speakingj/tegally speaking we can’t say, “they are there ” j

Wp^an’t prove it. ______ —---------------------------

' ft-ll
JBM: Exactly^Alrighty-there may -be, good reason would

suggest that there may be those people in there,, a&d at the

same time there will be—I don’t know how many, but

certainly enough—certainly in the hundreds of thousands

of young fifteen, sixteen, seventeen year old anarchists.

who are filled with rage and they don’t know why. And

they have no idea where to direct it. And so, what they end

i i
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'■Hp^rmTg is tKe~same~thmg^fhey^hrow a brick throng i a

window^^id they also know at this point that, by thro win

AaiJ^rok-through the winXw^they’re going to be on TV.

And^t feeds into the whole celebrity craze that America i>-

under right now of get on TV, man, that’s when vo .i' re

really important. And so, it’s interesting, because this

protest may be the first protest that has many oamercr.

i a——------------------ -- - )
-gomg-its-protestors. It’s unbelievable} And every even

_ ____________________ "—’ ’ "
you’ve seen a ridiculous amount of cameras. There's about

126 documentaries being made on it already.

NM: Also—let me just interject this one thought right &

here—apart from that, I think half the protestors will be

carrying their own video cameras.

JBM: Afes1__—- ------- “

NM: And some of them will actually have film to sei.

afterward.



FROM :nM FAX NO. ■5034872136 33- 5- I 1'16

JBM: Yes.

NM: ^r,"jGe networks and cable companies will be Iooku g

for filrti^

JBM: Right, but it’s also for their own protection. A cop is
->

much less likely to bash a protestor in the head if they^e

<g£t a video camera

t
BMf-And-so, it-’s-aR-mt^resting-fme. There is a Big

rother element to it—everybody is being watched all the

rtime.jBut you see— not to keep bringing it back to

Fahrenheit 9/11— the fact that all of these statements made

by the administration are on tape, are caught, and can then

be compiled and seen back to back, and completely

contradicting themselves—We’ve never had that ability

before. And it’s an infant ability right now.
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JBM: If we are we entering a realm where the question is

whose propaganda is better, the left has finally figured out

that they can’t beat the right with intelligent arguments.

They need punch phrases that get to the heart of the average

American. If that’s the case, what is the future for us?

NM: I would say we'll be better off if the Democrats win, but

still it will be an ugly situation. How do you begin to put the

country together again?

JBM: What is the alternative? If one side that is bashing the

other with lies, how can you try to play fair?

NM: Yes, at this point things have gotten so bad that to play

fair is to ask for it. It’s as if you get into a fight you can only

use your fists. The other guy can use his feet, his fists, his

brass knuckles, and, if it comes to it, he can take out a shiv

or a pistol. All right, you have to go in equally armed. But,
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afterward, there’s a lot to pay for. Are the activists ready to

watch themselves or do they not know what they're going

into? I hope they don't assume that expressing their rage is

equal to getting Kerry elected. It could have exactly the

opposite effect. The point may be to frustrate the republicans

by coming up with very orderly demonstrations. Now when I

was young, the suggestion itself was like a stink bomb to me.

An orderly demonstration? What were we, cattle? You have

to express your rage. Well, I’m trying to say, if we aren’t able

to take a huge step up, and realize that there are more

important things than expressing our rage. I would remind

everybody who goes out to march, of an old Italian saying:

“Revenge is a dish that people of taste eat cold.” Instead of

expressing yourself at the end of August, think of how nicely

you can express yourself over four years to come. It could

even be twenty years to come—if you can contain

yourselves.



NM: They look like good people. And they are being taken

for a hideous ride. The second half of the movie takes on a

great power. It was far more artistic than the first half. All

right, end of the critique!

What we’re here to talk about is the Republican convention

coming to New York. I would go so far as to say that I am

desperately worried about what the demonstrators and the

agitators are going to do. Because, the first question to ask

yourself before you get ready to march is: Why did the

Republicans choose New York? I would say they are hoping

there will be ugly riots. That could be their best way to get

re-elected. They’re looking for a repeat of ’68 in Chicago. In

that case, you remember, the police mowed down the

demonstrators on Michigan Boulevard. It was called “The

Massacre of Michigan Boulevard.” And yet, the Democrats

looked so bad in the course of it. Then Nixon ended up

squeaking through to win. The situation here could be worse,


