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NORMAN MAILER AND JOHN BUFFALO MAILER

PLAYBOY INTERVIEW 7 AUGUST 2004

PLAYBOY: "I did it because I could." Thus explains President

Clinton on his motive for his affair with Monica Lewinsky. This

would appear to be the motive for much of Boomerdom. "I did

drugs because I could." "I had sex because I could. " It is not so

much immorality as amorality that drives such behavior. In the

absence of moral order or authority, the fool is free to pursue all

courses with abandon. Is amorality more troublesome than 

immorality?
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NM: Immorality is a clearer concept. We know we're up to 

something that by our moral logic is forbidden. "Amoral" is more 

ambiguous. It falls into several categories. People can be amoral 

in business, or in their loyalties, but generally speaking, we think 

of an amoral man as a sexist. Even that word has its sub­

categories. One type doesn't give a damn about the partner. His 

pleasure goes into achievement. Such a dude will measure 

prowess by how many times he gets laid. Even more important:

What rating did the woman give him?

Then there's biological amorality. The man is suffering a 

heavy physical need. The need is more important to him than the 
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partner. That's animal, if you will, but it is not as related to the 

ego.

JBM: Can there ever truly be amorality? For me, everybody, 

whether they know it or not, lives by a code, and when they break 

their own code, it bothers them.

NM: Okay, some amoral people do work by a code. That's more 

interesting. Let's say that for them the whole moral system is a lot 

of crap. So, ignore it. They believe that any orthodox moral 

system breeds illness, pain, frustration, and deception of oneself.

The old Playboy philosophy used to weigh in on how we have to 

change our sexual mores. "Stick to one woman" was not what Hef 

was all about.
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I would say this aspect of amorality can be justified. One can 

argue that we have the right to make many sorties into sex when 

we are single, and to find new partners all the time. The 

underlying notion is that sooner or later, the cumulative knowledge 

we gain will ready us for a serious love. Many a sexist who has a 

rep as a good lover might, under all that, be dreaming of a great 

love to come. Such studs are getting ready for the big meeting by 

having many affairs en route to the championship. More than one 

movie star subscribes to this psychology. Seen as a vehicle to 

increase one's knowledge, amorality becomes more interesting.

Henry Miller once said something to the effect that there's no 

such thing as a bad fuck. I think he meant that no matter how 
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horrible it can get, you always learn something about the woman 

and about yourself. Some people do dig into fucking like gold 

miners. They're not worrying about the earth—they want the 

goddamn gold. If the pick-axe strikes rock, they'll go elsewhere.

JBM: Do you learn more from sleeping with ten women, or 

sleeping with one woman for ten years?

NM: A man full of sensuality would probably opt for the first 

course. You need to feel extraordinary love to be faithful to 

someone for ten years. After my own checkered career, being 

married six times, with 8 children and one terrific stepson—I've 

been on both sides of that question.
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I've certainly been amoral in my day. Cold as ice with a few.

But on the other hand, I've been attracted immensely to the 

qualities that women have. My amorality—if we're going to get 

into it—was a search. I wanted to learn more about sex. I 

sometimes think if pornography had come along when I was a 

young man, it would have dispensed with a lot of friction in my 

personal life. Because you do learn a lot from pornography.

Women's animal qualities are exemplified positively or negatively 

in a pomy film. Besides, you might be a little less likely to marry 

the first woman you find who is highly sexual.
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JBM: I want to get back to Clinton's quote: "I did it because I 

could." What are your thoughts on the way he referred to Monica

Lewinsky in his book?

NM: As people go, Clinton is not the worst guy you're going to 

meet. He has a lot of natural warmth, plus a good deal of 

everything else a president needs, calculation, manipulation, 

interest in his work, all of that. In this case, I thought his particular 

remarks were needlessly cruel. I believe he would have preferred 

to speak nicely about Monica Lewinsky, but you've got to 

remember he has an angry and injured wife on his hands. He had 

to weigh in with something to satisfy her—Hillary was more on his 

mind than Monica.
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"I did it because I could" is an empty remark. Anyone who's 

met Monica knows she's very attractive. She's got beautiful 

coloring, she's intense, she's bright—that's the real reason why he 

did it.

And for another reason entirely, which may be richer, 

although it is certainly meaner. A bright woman I know once said, 

"Clinton lived in a minimum security prison. Every fifteen 

minutes, security checked up on where he was." I thought, she's 

absolutely right. What we're dealing with here was an incarcerated 

man. It's as if he was in the finest, grandest minimum security 

prison in the world, the White House. In that sense, 5% of him is a 

convict.
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JBM: And once you're in prison, you do what you can get away

with?

NM: Exactly.

JBM: Then his remark is not so hollow.

NM: I see what you're saying—yes, it's not as hollow as I thought.

He did it not because he could, but because he wanted to get away

with it. He could turn his incarceration a little bit around.

Nonetheless, I still think the style of phrasing comes because of his

wife. Having been married six times, I have some idea of what one

says on such occasions.

JBM: You're a good one to talk to about that. But, more to the 

point, Bill Clinton has a wife who plans to run for high office. Is it 
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immoral or amoral to make a calculated decision to strip humanity 

away from Monica in order to protect the image of his wife as a 

strong potential candidate?

NM: Both. Immoral in that he is most calculatedly not telling the 

truth about his real feelings. It's amoral because he wants to keep 

the political process going: all politicians have to be amoral to a 

degree. It's a question of how much. Are they 44% amoral or 

88%? Politicians cannot possibly afford morality except as a series 

of specious sentiments ready to be uttered as patriotic or 

theological slogans. A politician has to deal with the given. That 

means they can even tell the truth at times. Usually, they're only 

pretending. Politicians build up profound habits of not addressing 
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the truth head-on. In practice, they have to shake hands with 

people they can't bear, and proffer patriotic remarks that don't 

come from the heart.

Now, whether immoral, amoral, or both, it was, finally, a 

necessity. It was—the two holy words for politicians—the given.

JBM: Isn't it possible for a politician to live by his own code 

today?

NM: No. Not a successful politician.

JBM: Was it possible in FDR's day?

NM: It's never possible. Go back to the maxim: "Politics is the 

art of the possible." What's important is to get some part of what 
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you want, done. That's how a democracy works. By pieces and 

parts.

The irony is, the only way you can come near a direct 

expression of your personality is in a dictatorship. Of course, as 

democrats, we feel instinctively that no human being is good 

enough to be entrusted with that kind of power. So in a 

democracy, change always comes from negotiation. When 

adversaries walk away from a political compact, each side is a bit 

dissatisfied.

JBM: I'm still too much of an optimist. I think that's choice B.

NM: Well, if you ever get into politics, you're going to discover 

how many compromises have to be made, willy-nilly.
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JBM: I suppose that's true. In the end, the distinguishing factor 

between a decent politician and a corporate puppet is not if he is 

willing to compromise, but what he is willing to compromise.

PLA YBOY: You've written about the cultural necessity of 

literature. Yet we now live in a time when the novelist and 

literature itself are borderline irrelevant. There's an absence of 

inferiority, of serious, concentrated thought. We may be in 

danger of losing literature forever. What would this mean for

American culture?

NM: As a novelist, I'm now speaking from my vested position.

My profession is being eroded. When I began, good novelists 

were more important in the scheme of things. The irony is that the 
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great novelists like Hemingway and Faulkner probably didn't sell 

as many copies per book as a few serious novelists sell now. But 

they were revered. They affected history. They had their impact 

on America. Hemingway was a prodigious influence for young

American writers. He taught a lot of us how to look for the tensile 

strength of a sentence.

I think a nation's greatness depends, to a real extent, on how 

well-spoken its citizens are. Good things develop out of a 

populace that really knows how to use the language and use it well.

Would Great Britain have been able to manage the empire in the

Nineteenth Century without their three hundred and more years of 

reading Shakespeare? Where would Ireland be today without 
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Joyce? Not as prosperous, I expect. As a language deteriorates, 

becomes less eloquent, less metaphorical, less salient, less 

poignant, a curious deadening of the human spirit comes seeping 

in.

By now, America has shifted from being a country with a 

great love of freedom and creativity (in constant altercation with 

those other Americans who wanted rule and order) into a country 

that's now much more interested in power. And power, I can 

promise you, is not interested in metaphor. Metaphor is 

antagonistic to power because it pushes you to think in more poetic 

and contradictory ways. Power demands a uni-linear approach.

Power does not welcome poetic concepts.
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JBM: But hasn't power always been a driving force in society?

NM: Always. But it was situated among other driving forces such 

as culture and art and love of sports and good architecture and 

tradition. Now, it's as if corporate power has become the most 

dominant theme of our lives. In ten more years, will we find a 

professional stadium that is not named for a corporation?

JBM: Or a Broadway theater.

The lack of rage against that from the artistic community is 

depressing but not surprising. The majority of the biggest 

celebrities today are manufactured by the largest corporations. It's 

hardly in their interest to attack the money, even if their benefactor 

is turning the name of a theater into an advertisement for the 
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company. Gone are the days when writers had the same influence 

as rock stars. Justin Timberlake, who I'm sure is a nice guy, should 

not be influencing a generation. He's a pop singer. He was created 

by Disney. Part of his job is not to have an opinion. Somewhere 

between the lines, I'm not sure where, it shifted from great minds 

speaking to the masses to celebrities speaking to the masses.

NM: Be careful. You're too young to know how it was back then.

Great minds almost never speak directly to the masses.

JBM: Not directly. But Hemingway would write a piece, you 

would write a piece, and people would discuss it and debate it, go 

back and forth—

NM: Leave me out of it.
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JBM: To this day, people come up to me who read "The White

Negro" when they were teenagers, and they want to argue with me 

about it. It still affects them nearly fifty years later. I don't think 

any essay by anyone written today could do the same. There are 

too many other forms of media that are digested more easily, too 

easily.

That's one reason Michael Moore is interesting. He's aware 

that while his books are good, and serve his purpose, he is going to 

reach so many more through his movies. The problem is you can't 

get the same depth of an idea across in a sound bite—there's no 

way.
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NM: Why not use a rating system for ideas? The most profound 

ideas are those one is willing to die for. By that measure, Karl

Marx has to be one of the greatest writers who ever lived. Because 

hundreds of thousands of people in his time and after were willing 

to die for his ideas. All over the world, millions were willing to go 

to prison for them.

This is not to raise a latter-day defense of Marx. He had 

incredible virtues as a thinker. From my point of view, he also had 

his lacks. He certainly didn't understand that atheism is not a way 

to win the world. You can't. Not by that route. Half the people 

alive—or is it three-quarters?—have instinctive notions that God 

exists. I think the real failure of Bolshevism, then Stalinism, was 
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clinging to the idea that religion is the opium of the masses.

Organized religion may well be its own species of narcotic but the 

concept that we are part of divine Creation is something else 

altogether.

If we're ever going to have a great society in the future— 

which is hardly a guaranteed conclusion—if we ever build a world 

with real freedom, we may have to arrive at the recognition that we 

can dispense with fundamentalism, and live instead with the idea 

that God is a Creator, not a law-giver.

JBM: To shift the subject back to your home turf, who is going to 

be the last novelist?
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NM: Probably someone analogous to the poor poet today who is 

writing five-act verse plays in iambic pentameter. I do foresee a 

day when very few will look at serious fiction. Instead, they will 

read computer novels. The computer is better suited to turn out a

best-seller than a mediocre novelist. But not too many people will 

still be interested in serious literary work. Whole populations will 

be looking for technological power rather than exploring into those 

moral questions they hope to ponder anywhere but in the serious 

novel.

The best fiction has always been the seed-bed for the most 

interesting and subtle moral questions, questions that, at best, go 

deeper than the wisdom you can receive in any church or 
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synagogue or mosque. When it comes to moral paradox, theology 

is limited. It's too structured. Interesting morality almost never fits 

pre-arranged moral codes. It's only the novelist—the very good 

novelist—who can deal with such moral issues as "Am I on 

balance a good person or a bad one?" You don't find that out by 

declaring, "Well, I'm good because I obey the Ten

Commandments." That doesn't make you good. You can still be a 

horror if you restrict the lives of others with your piety. The real 

question is how do you affect other people's lives? The best novels 

are marvelous for delving into the subtler questions of our nature.

After all, what is human nature? We're still finding that out.

It is immensely various, even as God, I believe, is immensely 
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various. We're the children, if you will, of the Creator. I believe 

that God doesn't want to give us orders from above; rather, He 

wishes us to discover things about our nature that we can send 

back to Him. Or Her. Does the parent always wish to be superior 

to the child? No. Most parents want their children to surpass 

them.

JBM: One would hope that very reason, right there, is enough to 

keep the novel alive.

NM: You're leaving out the social imperatives of the people who 

run things. An immensely powerful global capitalism is shaping 

up. That capitalism does not need or look for inquiry into delicate 

matters. Its need, rather, is to keep the bullshit train running at top 
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speed. It has to enforce the self-serving notion that corporations 

are good for human existence. It needs to have most people 

believing that big business is the only way to do it. The last thing 

those gentlemen need is novels.

Part of the genius of corporate capitalism is that they've 

found ways to control people which are so much subtler than the 

old Stalinist procedures. Those methods were brutal, dull, cold, 

stupid and openly oppressive. The modem form of oppression is 

nuanced; it gets into your psyche—it makes you think there's 

something wrong with you if you're not on the big capitalist team.

So they don't want writers exploring into morality. They want one 

morality, theirs. Unlike Stalinism at its worst, it's more of a benign 
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regime, superficially open and ready for the development of 

technology which will make all our lives extraordinary—sure, 

technology will end up keeping us alive for 150 or 200 years, even 

if three-quarters of each of us will be replacement parts. "Tm on 

my fourth heart,' says the man who is 200 years old." I'm not sure 

that's either God's intention or the real human intention. It may be 

an ultimate destruction of the human spirit to stay alive beyond a 

certain point. Maybe death is as important to life as life itself. To 

keep extending the years of your life—that could be one more form 

of evil. Much too much is being taken for granted today.

But I must go back to the original point: The good novel, the 

serious novel, is antipathetic to corporate capitalism. The best­
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seller is one of the props of corporate capitalism precisely because 

it's an entertainment. "At the end of the day, I want to have fun," 

says the nine-to-fiver. "Give me asshole TV shows, exploitation 

films with lots of bang. I don't need to read a good book—I want a 

page-tumer." Well, every time there's a page-tumer to read for too 

little, someone's mind is being dulled. Even page-tumers can get 

into interesting questions, but dependably, they will always veer 

away from moral exploration.

JBM: You're talking about good art which pushes you. I think the 

challenge, though, is to make a serious novel entertaining so 

people can't put it down. That's the only way to compete with the 

various other forms of media.
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NM: I started as that kind of writer and I know how easy it is. It's 

routine to write a page-tumer. There are such simple rules. I can 

teach any mediocre writer to turn one out. But I'm interested in 

something that's good enough and well enough written so that you 

have to stop on the page and read a sentence over a few times.

Why? Because it vibrates within you. A page-tumer is equal to a 

fast-paced sit-com.

JBM: What are your thoughts on the power that Oprah Winfrey 

wields over a book? You know, recently she put "Anna Karenina" 

on her book of the month list and it became a best-seller again.

NM: I salute her for that. It so happens "Anna Karenina" is one of 

my all-time favorite novels. I had that and "War and Peace" on my 
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desk while I was writing "The Naked and the Dead." To get 

steamed up to write every morning, I'd read five or ten pages of 

"Anna Karenina." So, yes, I applaud her for that.

JBM: Because she has such popular mass appeal, she can take 

something that is hard to read and make it a best-seller. That gives 

me hope.

NM: But if she keeps doing it, her popularity will begin to 

diminish and then we'll begin to see the real test of her character.

Is she devoted to great literature or is she, quite naturally, a little 

more devoted to the power of her own career?

JBM: Perhaps through the power of her own career, she can raise 

great literature back to the popular level of best-sellers.
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NM: No. No person can do that. You're so young you still 

believe in the power of individuals. The hard fact—which I would 

like to see develop in you, my friend, over the next ten years, is a 

much deeper sense of social structure. Because society is 

paramount. If s as if we're little animals running through the 

machine. Occasionally we touch a switch, something starts, we 

start another little machine, but we can't really alter the nature of 

the machine that much. Not without great study and long-term 

devotion plus willingness to get into the grease of the gears.

JBM: And great luck. No, I respect the complexity of the social 

machine—I don't think one person can change it by themselves, 

but I do agree with Robert F. Kennedy that every action you take is 
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equivalent to throwing a pebble into a pond. It is the ripples that 

affect the machine.

NM: The ripples die out.

JBM: Unless they're strong enough.

NM: How many times does a pebble thrown into a pond change 

the nature of the shoreline? Let's stop the crap.

PLAYBOY: Provincetown in mid-winter. How is it to live in a 

place that seems abandoned and bereft? Is it better than during 

the high season?

NM: For a writer of my age, it's better in the off-season. There's 

an old saying about P'town that in the winter you can roll a 

bowling ball down Commercial Street and it'll never hit anyone.
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So it is lonely here in February and March and mean and cold. It's 

damp, it's lonely, and I love it. It fits my mood. It's much easier to 

spend the day writing if it's gray outside. Besides, the people I 

used to know here years ago are dead now. (Most of them from 

drink.) Provincetown has changed profoundly since. In summer, 

it's now the gay capital of the Northeast. Forty or fifty years ago, it 

used to be The Wild West of the East—you had motorcycle gangs 

coming in on Saturdays. And at 1 A.M. on Sunday morning, you'd 

have people going up in the hills for bacchanals, everybody 

carrying booze or beer. Marriages broke up and serious affairs 

started on many of those nights.
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JBM: Well, you still have motorcycle gangs coming in—it's just 

that now they're wearing leather chaps and nothing else.

NM: [laughs] All right.

JBM: Having spent a lot of time in Provincetown growing up, I

don't think of it as a gay town. As a member of the heterosexual 

underground, I see it as a very libertarian place. As long as you're 

not hurting anyone else, whatever you're doing is cool. And, 

because there is so much sexual energy flying through the air, the 

hetero nightlife is jumping.

NM: Good to hear that. There's always been so much going on in

Provincetown. There are amazing contradictions here. After all, 

this is the place where the Pilgrims first landed.
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JBM: Why did they leave?

NM: Like all good white people who are righteous and not quite 

aware of how mean they can be underneath their righteousness, 

they were full of themselves. After all, they had dared to leave 

their roots and sail across the Atlantic cramped in a small boat.

They got here through true difficulty. At the end, it was even hard 

to navigate the waters around Cape Cod, but there is a natural 

harbor in Provincetown where the land curls around in a spiral.

So they made anchor in this harbor—parenthetically, the spot 

where they first rowed their longboat to land now offers a huge 

motel. We are nothing in America if not ready for profit. The

Puritans, however, found the soil not particularly welcoming, full 
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of sand and brush-pine, not good for farming. They were in search 

of food, went scouting around. While reconnoitering eight miles 

south of Provincetown, they found a place in Truro (now called

Com Hill) where the Indians had stored their grain for the coming 

winter. So the Puritans brought the com back to the Mayflower, 

and in the reverberations of that action killed a couple of Indians.

Shortly after, one of those Puritans probably said to another, 

"Prithee, brother, let's get the fuck out!" So they sailed to the other 

side of Massachusetts Bay, some forty miles across the water, and 

moved into Plymouth which then became the founding place of

America. Hail to the first Thanksgiving!
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Well, a couple of hundred years later, the locals here became

furious at the ongoing self-serving pride of Plymouth. How did 

that town dare to call itself the founding place of America? So 

they started petitioning Washington, D.C.. By 1907, that got so 

hot that a first cornerstone was laid by Theodore Roosevelt in a

Masonic ceremony, and by 1910, a formidable tower having been 

erected by subscription (a copy of an Italian tower in Sienna),

President Taft arrived for the opening festivities. This 

exceptionally phallic tower is now called the Pilgrim Monument.

JBM: So America started with white people stealing com, killing 

natives, and going on the lam.

NM: Yes.
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PL A YBOY: Did women's sexuality shape human evolution?

According to a theory in Leonard Shlain's new book, "Sex, Time 

and Power," menstruation is what enabled women to develop a 

sense of time and forethought. Language evolved, he says, 

primarily because men and women had to negotiate sex. Women_ 

became expert at reading between the lines of various

Pleistocenes. Beauty was developed to maintain the interest of 

men. Is this why women control men?

NM: I haven't read the book, but that theory does strike me as 

wobbly. For example, negotiating sex. Where is the new idea 

there? After all, animals certainly negotiate sex. I had two

Standard Poodles once, many years ago, Tibo and Zsa-Zsa, and 
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Zsa-Zsa was one hell of a bitch, always nipping at Tibo's nuts. I 

was afraid Tibo would end up as no man at all by the time he came 

of age—we first had them when they were pups. How she 

dominated him! She had fierce teeth. He'd have to duck, and sit 

down fast. These earlier negotiations taught him a lot, however.

He came to see what was not yet called for. The moment Zsa-Zsa 

came into heat for the first time, however, he was ready and seized 

her without a by-your-leave and impregnated her. Nine pups for 

one coupling. Over the next three years, before they were done, 

they created 34 new Standard Poodles. Negotiations never ceased.

Animals not only have a great deal of language in their grants, 

their groans, their whines, their moans, their baying at the moon, 
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but their scents. Odor used to have more to do with sex than 

language—at least until deodorants came on the scene. But before 

the advent of whiff-deadening products in spray cans, any 

combination of strong genital odor mixed with perfume was pretty- 

damned aphrodisiacal, yessir, all through every barnyard and royal 

court of Europe right through the Second World War. So the 

notion that language had to be developed to facilitate sex cannot, 

by my lights, make it as the logo on a T-shirt.

JBM: How about this sense of time and forethought Shlain claims 

was developed through menstruation?

NM: That's too large a question for me.

JBM: Well, how about one that is not—do women control men?
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NM: Completely.

JBM: I'm glad you agree.

NM: Before women's liberation came along, men used to have

some purchase on control in a marriage. Perhaps 35%. The woman

had the remaining 65. Now, after women's liberation, it's up to

95%.

JBM: Wow!

NM: I could be wrong, maybe it's only 85%.

JBM: Is this why men are forever at a loss in regard to the

dominance of women?

NM: Well, women are closer to creation than we are. So, they 

have deeper instincts.
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JBM: They create life, we destroy it.

NM: Oh, let's not get into that. Women have deadened as many

men in subtle ways, for subtle reasons, as men have beaten women

down in more overt fashion.

JBM: I'm not saying one is more vicious than the other. I'm

saying, traditionally, men have gone to war and women have raised

the children. That's changing. Women are going to war and we've

seen what happens at Abu Ghraib.

NM: Yes, that poor pregnant girl...

JBM: I feel for her.

NM: You do?
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JBM: She was in the wrong place with the wrong guys, feeling the 

wrong pressures and now she's all alone.

NM: She really is. I also can see how wild the parties are getting 

all over America this season. The key factor at Abu Ghraib was, 

"Hey, none of you at home are going to believe this until you see 

our photographs." And while a lot of that picture-taking was 

probably given a subtle go-ahead by their superiors—some of the 

photos could obviously be employed to goad the prisoners into 

talking—"You don't want your family to see you like this," the

Abu Ghraib gang were also delighted to send a lot of the good stuff 

home to their friends. Just think of the kind of party that's been 

going on back in America while Bush keeps talking about how 
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splendid a Christian nation we are. You know, I love this country 

with all its faults—it's been good to me—but one of our huge 

spiritual crimes is that we're the bullshit kingdom of all time.

JBM: The Bullshit Kingdom of all time? Well, that's a piece in 

and of itself. Let's stick to men and women for the moment. What 

do you think of the gender roles now that women are expected to 

raise a family and be successful in the workplace?

NM: For me, any notion that males are superior to females or 

females superior to males is, I'd say, like comparing dogs to cats.

To my mind, it's a hopeless argument. Men are so fundamentally 

different from women.



43

I still have to say that the desire for power in women that's 

revealed itself in the last 35 years is not attractive. The power 

they used to have was vastly more interesting. It used to be fun to 

realize a woman was smarter than you. In the course of living 

one's life and learning how to handle oneself, there were women 

who developed such tasty subtleties about how to control us. They 

were like animal handlers if you will. And the animal, even the 

lion, almost always adores the handler. Now they're dominating 

us openly, and in the worst way—by ideology. "The whip and 

the knout for you, buddy, we are the politically correct."

JBM: I don't think I agree with that. It's changing. There was the 

height of political correctness, which bordered on fascism and it 
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was terrifying. But the majority of the women that I know, they 

want a real man—they don't want a man they can walk all over.

NM: Well, good. I'm 81, and these unhappy experiences occurred 

to me 30 years ago.

JBM: You were living then at the peak of the gender war. But 

what's truly encouraging, what's encouraging me now, is I believe 

both sides are beginning to realize that we need more women in 

power, but we need women who do it the way a woman does it, not 

the way a man would do it if he were a woman.

NM: How is that relevant to what we're talking about?
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JBM: Well, we're just now starting to sec women getting into 

power positions who are still allowed to be women. They don't 

have to pretend to act like a man.

NM: Name a few, would you?

JBM: Arianna Huffington, Laura Dawn of MoveOn.Org, Hillary

Clinton in her way.

NM: Hillary Clinton is a very good example. I met her many 

years ago when she was the governor's wife in Arkansas. Probably 

in '84. She was immensely intelligent—I happened to sit next to 

her at dinner—and we had a very good conversation. I was 

impressed with how bright she was, how open, and what a fine 

mind she had. She's not as interesting now. Today, she's a 

MoveOn.Org
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politician. She's very cautious. Her books are boring. What's that 

one, "It Takes a Village..."—full of cant. The way Maggie

Thatcher was full of cant. You say what's useful to say, not what 

you believe. You never speak from the heart. Hillary is always 

watch-dogging her tongue these days. Totally unspontaneous in 

exactly the way an average mediocre-to-good, effective politician 

oversees his spiel.

JBM: But as we said before, she's a politician at a high level—she 

has no choice.

NM: So why get excited about her as a role model?

JBM: I'm not saying we're there yet. But I do have hope that the 

future players arc beginning to emerge.
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NM: All right. I can see a time when women will be more 

important politically than they are now, and for better reasons, but 

that doesn't mean anything much is going to change. In a certain 

sense, a politician, regardless of gender, is neutered politically by 

the process. A lot of politicians may be attractive in person 

because, after all, they're pressing the flesh. All the time. Shake a 

thousand hands in a morning and an afternoon and you're homy by 

the end of the day. The hands are telling you something. Where's 

the guy who won't get a hard-on if he's admired by a lot of women?

But, nonetheless, politics dehumanizes you. I don't say this out of 

sour grapes because when I ran for mayor in that Democratic 

primary back in 1969,1 considered it my duty. Believe it or not, I 
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felt God wanted me to go into politics to save New York. I was a 

high-octane fool. And I wasn't nearly as good as I thought I'd be.

All the same, I was prepared to pay the price. I knew I would 

never write again in any serious way if I got elected. I knew I 

would use up my soul in hard work of a sort that would not be 

happy for me. But I felt: "I haven't been a good guy—I want to 

save my soul." Now this was not only simplistic thinking (which is 

no drawback to running for office) but I turned out to be an 

ineffectual politician. All the same, I was ready to bite the bullet.

What I learned from the effort and the defeat is that politics can be 

a tremendously difficult business. You know, we respect even 

mediocre professional basketball players because they have 
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stamina. Well, very few humans can become good politicians due 

to the amount of work you run into. The responsibilities. The 

number of distasteful things you have to do. So, I don't sneer at 

politicians. I think they're entitled to the same kind of respect we 

give reasonably good athletes. Stamina is impressive. But I don't 

have any illusion that in becoming a politician you become a 

nobler person—very rarely does that occur. The only reason it 

happens once in a while is because it's an impossible Creation if 

you can't have exceptions to every last rule.

PLA YBOY: You once wrote somewhere: "As many people die 

from an excess of timidity as from bravery. Nobody ever 

mentions that." Doyon care to give an explanation of courage?
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NM: I have one. It's ready-made. Courage can only be measured 

by the place from which you start. Picture an old lady who is ill in 

every joint, terribly arthritic, nonetheless she has to cross a busy 

street and she can't quite keep up with the lights. Still, she feels an 

inner imperative to do it. And she does manage to get across even 

though she's terrified. I would call that courage. I would say it is 

analogous to the case of a well-trained Marine, a good kid, who 

gets into combat, sees his buddies wounded, sees a good friend 

killed, goes through hell. He gets to the point where he expects he 

will die. Until that moment, you can't really speak of his courage.

He's been trained to be brave—you can motivate young people to 

be brave. But when you get to that crux in combat where you say,
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"It's not worth it. I'm scared shitless, I can't go on, I want to quit, I 

don't care about my buddies, fuck it all, I want to quit"—and then 

another side of you takes over and says, "You will go on, whether 

you die or not, you will go on"—that's courage.

Otherwise, courage can be meaningless. If you're in a very 

easy war, and very well-trained in your martial skills, you may feel 

panic, but you're prepared to be brave.

So, I would say, courage is transcendence. Whatever our 

level of competence at more or less hairy activities, we are still 

obliged to go beyond ourselves, to transcend ourselves, if we wish 

to rise so high as courage itself.
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That's why I say timidity kills. Kills more people than 

braveiy because eveiy time one's timid, one's pulling back creative 

impulses in oneself, denying them. One is denting one's ego. And 

as an ego contracts out of shame, illness begins. This is my 

opinion.

JBM: So courage is always a virtue?

NM: Absolutely! Make it the virtue. I would go so far as to say 

that it's very hard to feel love if you're full of shame. We can only- 

feel love for someone else when we have gained respect for 

ourselves—it's why we have this endless obsession with courage.

Where is the man who can ignore it? It's analogous to a woman 

who will wear no make-up, no jewelry, won't comb her hair 
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because she hates women who are elegant, feels those women are 

phony. "I want to be seen as my natural self." Yet that woman can 

never sneer at elegance with full confidence. A part of her feels 

there's something wrong with her. She isn't ready to get the utmost 

out of herself. By the same token, some men sneer at bravery, call 

it overrated, are always ready to point out how much trouble it 

breeds. Of course it does. A macho brute is a macho brute. But 

not even a saint can sneer at bravery with a completely clear and 

open heart. Not even a saint.

JBM: You know, one of the outcomes of living in such an 

organized society where everything is taken care of for us—men 

don't go out and kill their food for survival, etc.—there's a 
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complicity, almost a sense of deliberate amnesia that what it all 

comes down to is, ultimately we're fucking animals. And we will 

fight each other and if necessary, kill when our own is attacked.

And I don't know if this is true for every man out there, but I would 

say 90% of the men I know, when they meet another man, under 

the pleasant conversation is the question, "Can I take you or can 

you take me?" And usually it's a kind of fun, but regardless, it's 

always there. Something like 9/11 reminds us all on a national 

level that tomorrow, like that [snaps fingers] all of this societal 

bullshit could be gone and we're back to grunting and defending 

your fire. That's important. I think it's one of the major differences 

between the mentality of a man in the new millennium and the 
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mentality of a man in the '90s when political correctness was all the 

rage and the sensitive pony-tailed guy was getting laid more than 

he should.

NM: Well, I think you have an unbalanced situation when the 

sensitive—or over-sensitive—pony-tailed guy is getting laid more 

than the macho brute.

JBM: I don't know that he was getting laid more than the macho 

brutes, but he was certainly getting laid more than he should. And 

for too little.

NM: Oh, you're a bigot.

JBM: I've got my prejudices.

NM: Yes, you may have received them from your father.



56

JBM: It's a distinct possibility.

PLA YBOY: In Freud's essay, The Uncanny, he contends that 

the strongest instances of the uncanny involve "doubts whether 

an apparently animate being is really alive, or conversely, 

whether a lifeless object might not be in fact animate." We live 

in an age_where such distinctions become even less clear. This is 

indeed frightening. We're overmatched by our technology. Our 

ability to comprehend is exceeded by the ability to construct and 

fabricate. You have spoken of the inanimate—that which cannot 

bejmimated. Increasingly, it seems, we are overcome by this 

uncanniness. Is there more of this to come in our future?
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NM: I say absolutely yes. So long as technology expands and 

expands, we're going to have more of such uneasiness. I remember 

back in '69,1 was down at NASA, south of Houston, covering the 

first landing on the moon, the flight of Apollo 11. In the book I 

later wrote about it, there was a chapter called "The Psychology of

Machines" which discussed the immense amount of attention these

NASA technicians gave to glitches. It truly worried the venture— 

there was something so spooky about glitches. NASA had the best 

technology available, and yet the most inexplicable little 

malfunctions would occur. It obsessed them. The real question, I 

decided, (even though they would never admit it to themselves) 
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was "Do machines have a psychology?" Do things go wrong 

because machines have temperaments?

JBM: Are we talking about a psychology or a soul?

NM: You're beyond me on that one. I was asking if there was an 

inner life in the machine that we were not in touch with. You 

rarely find a person now who has a computer who doesn't feel their 

magic box has no personality. Or, cars—everyone feels that his 

car has its own presence. Of course, this last is a case where the 

uncanny doesn't scare us, it pleases us almost.

JBM: You know, whenever I hook my computer up to the internet,

I feel as if I have allowed 10,000 phalluses to enter her uninvited.

I am left with the realization that I may have cheapened the 
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relationship. An intimacy we once shared of only my fingers on 

her keys is lost. As a result, she does not work as well for me.

NM: I think Freud put his finger on the nature of the uncanny.

Part of what is so depressing about modem technology is the way 

it cuts off our senses. One of the things most awful about plastic— 

and I've been fulminating against plastic—most unsuccessfully— 

for the last 30, 40 years, is that plastic is not uncanny. It's just 

there, inert. It's very hard to conceive of any kind of soul or spirit 

inhabiting the stuff because it doesn't come out of nature but from 

a truly evil-smelling set of factory processes. Even a wooden cane 

has a touch of personality, but plastic doesn't. I've always felt it is 

the handmaiden to technology. Why do people love technology?
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It gives you more power than you'd have without the technology 

but you pay a heavy price. You become a little more inert in your 

finer sensibilities.

JBM: Where is our technology leading us? A car is certainly a 

piece of technology but not until recently was there plastic all over 

it.

NM: Yes, as they make plastic stronger, and more analogous to 

steel—which they will—so, in turn, cars are going to be made 

entirely of plastic because economically speaking, the plastic 

substitute is cheaper to work with and so offers more profit. No 

surprise then if the mediocrities have taken over the world under 

the banner of technology, corporate vision, and the unholy urge to 
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purvey democracy to all countries of the world, whether they're 

ready for it, or capable of it. But we tell them in effect, "You are 

going to end up a democracy whether you want it or not." This 

turns democracy into a farce. Because democracy is a grace. Any 

true democracy is sensitive enough to be perishable, and we're in 

danger right now of losing our democracy right here. The people 

who are running the world at present, very badly in many places, 

have the feeling that successfully controlled direction is the only 

answer. My feeling, of course, is exactly the opposite. Global 

capitalism does not speak of a free market but of a controlled 

globe. It is alien to the creative possibilities that have not yet been 

tapped in legions of people who've never had a chance to be 
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creative, who work and die without creative moments in their lives.

But their hopes have, I believe, been buried in their gene stream for 

generations, and so are passed on. When talented people emerge 

from no apparent cultural background, I see them as the product of 

these ten generations of frustration from people who wanted to be 

more than their lives gave them. Such an artist is now receiving 

the bounty that was packed into the dreams of his or her forbears.

This premise also works in reverse. Restrained evils, withheld 

evils, extended over many generations can end by producing a 

monster of a dictator.

JBM: There's an argument that our technology is stunting our 

evolution. Were we not spending so much time going out into the 
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computer, focusing on TV, processing the constant slew of 

advertisements, more people would be taking the inner journey and 

evolving, perhaps, to a higher psychic level. Instead, we're 

developing a technology where—every day we get closer to having 

one device_that will be your phone and your email, your this, your 

that, your internet access, a little device you carry with you at all 

times programmed to know your likes and dislikes. This device 

will send out a signal, broadcasting your information to all the 

other devices of the same nature, and as you pass a stranger on the 

street—say you both like to watch Star Trek, a little bell will go off 

on your respective machines. It will tell you that compatibility is 

near by. Why are we doing this?
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NM: Because of a deep fear. We've lost the often crippling but 

nonetheless intense consolations of religion. Formal, organized 

religion introduced many perversities into our nature but it also 

offered many poor people some hope—if you were a good enough 

person, you'd enter heaven. But religion also stood in the way of 

development of capitalism and technology, corporate capitalism.

A man running a small business is living by his wits, but people 

enter corporations in order not to have to live by their instincts— 

or, most important—their fears. Only a few have to take 

responsibility. The corporation can be a relatively benign 

organization, but it is still subtly totalitarian. And this is spreading.

People at the top want to control the world because they're in terror 
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that otherwise we are going to blow it up. My feeling is if the 

corporations take over the world, the globe will indeed blow apart 

because technology could end by violating too much of human 

nature.

JBM: Hasn't technology taken over the world already?

NM: Not completely. Not completely. There are still corners and 

avenues, games and places.

JBM: There is still an underground. . .

NM: That underground has to go a long way before I will take it 

seriously, and yet I am ready to drink to that idea.

JBM: Cheers.
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because I could." "I had sex because I could.” It is not so muc?

immorality as amorality that drives such behavior In the absen t

of moral order or authority, the fool is free to pursue all courses 

with abandon. Is amorality more troublesome than immotahi >.
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NM: Just off the top of my head, I'd say no. The-reascn-wth^ 

is a much clearer concept. When we're immoral, we

know we're doing something that by our moral logic should be

retattorrto-ow

jsphrascTt.

There's somthing ambiguous about the word "amoral 1 few-

separate condition:

apphed^^e^-Whurrwe-speak^^wnEDne-as^moiaL  Jhey be 

amoral in business, amoral in their ethics, but generally speaking
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the essential notion bthind4t4s4hat-s<^eone-u4to  J4uiuiaiii^4> a

sexist. So let's tako it therrforajjta&,./

-Tthmkiherc'ar^various kindspf amorulity in sex:- -hen,: s i

ktndwhereyou might say (Ihereb a kind of guy wtar doesn't giv j

a tuck about the partner. Their pleasure js-entirely with, 

perforniance and achievement and^h^meiRe4ungs-noL by. ho^

■muefrnew diuhdccp sentiment Ihey'ie feeling. Ou the eontfarv ■ 

_they measur^(6yhow many times they get laid^fiow mans

women they have. -BsOowltigfr^he woman ratc^them? There's

terrible coldness in

ThenManotherkindofamoralitywherethewis^lb'interest in 

the partner, but jtiw^fTUgc needHw* physical need, and this need
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predominates over every other kmd=efemotion. That’s imetbei

krntteAitmorality. It's mere animal, if you will. Less/feiated tc the 

ego and.mare_or40ftted4o-efte^awfrgeniuilnecids

JBM: Can there ever truly be amorality? For me, everybody 

whether they know it or not, lives by a code, and when they re 

breaking their code, it bothers then^ ft’tmywsy

lyrarwT

^fjmeir cc^ei^ewhole moral system is full of crap UWI

wrong. Lefe ignore it. Thejrreceivcd moral system on sex dee* 

nothmg-butJtfeed-illness, pain, frustration, deception of oneself .



FROM :nM

FROM : JMIJORDCRAFT

FAX NC. :528487213=
J. 3PM F -

FAX NO. 17186243782 Auq. ' <1 ’ H 18PM P5

NM AND JBM p1j»yboy<>4 Ira nscript 8/10/04 5

JfeMrAMtereiS'tW-eomiag^^

NM^No. You can go so far as to say the old Playboy philosopfcv

as personified by Hugh Hefner was^saymg, "we have to change our

sexual mores." And Hcfwoa-not one to 8oy,r!^ick to one woman."

Thafrwas not what he-was involved in.

So the question bounces righfchaek into Playboy's l ap

Because the-enfy aspect of amorality that is justifiable,

cdneesvaHyras-W-msglylm^

(fight to make many experiments in sex, Krgo-ontand-exptore^e

find new partners all the time because sooner or later, the 

cumulative knowledge of these partners may be readying-eaSe# 

for a great love.
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-dnimniOT-ffl Napoleon's armyusedto carry a marshaU's-i^&ao =

every sexist who is<sofH*f good looking and hit -o£a=sted-a«uL

MA

has a rep as a good lover, under all that, might be dream ing^reaHy-

dreaming, of Ufc great love affair of alt time. And-whaHheyre

'domg=rs getting ready for the great affair by having aU-thest

And that would be to their benefit, actually. Because to

maintainaptat^oveatfei^one must be a great lover

NM; Yes, yes. I'd say you haveYa^e90% a great lover

JBM: No more than twice a month? X
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you're talking to an old man. Don't invademay tort 

JBMr^Soffylfxnrt-thatr-

'NMrButthafs where amorality becomes interesting. As a vehicle

to increase one's knowledge. And most men who have a rich sex 

difcrattdby rich, 1 mean they've hod monyyinany women-iMtaar,

4ite—that s one of the reasons they do it J&J learn an aw fol lot

from intercourse y»u just do.

Henry Miller once said something to the eflec^dtfop'

^apl^asiag^that there's no such thing as a bad flick. ] think

.what he meant fcy that^ho matter how bad the fiick^ yourtearn

from it Yon lemn something about the woman, yo&eanr

something about yoursel£ymHeaffi=wl^^
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experience. i*gid so certain people go after it/fike gold miners y- 

gote-fiw&r's not worrying about the earth—they want to get the 

goddamn gold.

JBM: Do you learn more from sleeping with ten women, ot 

sleeping with one woman for test years?

NM: Ifahsela&iyspends on who's doing it, hew, and to whom.

J#-,
The average man whose (full of sensuality would probably opt for

the first course. You havedo-havej^reafiyextraordinary love to he

able te-be faithful to someone for ten year^and-haveitjxmatftrfeh

wd^OUtM-feehKHfufterai^^ my own checkered

career, being married six times, haying^chrWren withjh$sestx
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I've certainly been amoral in my day. Cold as tcc^ But on

the other hand, abte-te-be^ftractcd immensely to thermalities 1 hat

women have. F^sayihaHn-my^ase, my amoral ity if we're

going to get into it—was a search. I wanted to learn more and

g^_ y

mor^and^we about sex.^ometim€S think if pornography lu d

/VArtla olnHft T M.ton «. _■—.
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but if you saw thcin/nTa pomy^yoti'd^^NerMw^iTeaUvnotJii.

type:""Aud vice versa. I think a lot ofwomen-could-benefit from -

--pomographyr^^heyM-s®^^^ ¥€>«

get down t<» it, I don't know if I'd want hlffTinside ine because of

--something-clse I dont likeabout him;11 So faith mid so w

/e_ / '$ <?

JBM: Before we move on from amorality, we started off with

Clinton’s quote: "1 did it because I could." What are your

thoughts on tew=reitrtftffi=fe^5^^ the way he

NM: VoH kuow, I have a cynical responsq to4hat. Fknow Chntori:

sli^tly>. As people go, )M^>/hot the worst guy you're going io meet

He has a lot of natural warmth^mHwifflHnjfy m p|us a
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deal of eveiything else a president needs, calculation,

manipulation, all (that. But Hfiought his remarks were needlessl y

-oohhmd cruel. And I think given his druthers, he would have ,Q r *

been nicer about Monica Lewinsky, but you’ve got to remember hu

^*7 I'k.
had a-very-angry wife on his hands. .fee

jjovelistin me hegaaio sayioAimsd^-^eahJie’s^t airaid f>i ,

/ 1t/--
-biswife at this-poini^He’frgot to come in with something thatwiti

satisfy her—Monica was not on his mind, Hillary-wo-s m repfying.

~~ totliusc Lluniunts.” >

"I did it because I could” is^l^tet^bullshit. Iirthawts -

empty At empty remark. Anyone who's met Monica—and^/e

havo—knows she's very attractive, girK She’s got a kind 01 inner
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dynamisHr,-a-Gertain4idcctqcii^^hc's got beautiful coloring, she's

intense, ahcVa woman—a young, attractive woman That's Xvir."

he did it.

lie also did-rt for another reason entirely, whieMs even

richer, although meaner se4ospeak7in-the-erFcumstances-is^th#

one-very bright woman I know, Betty44ftoB;thcwif£jjtTk^

once said^te-me that, "YmHaww, Clinton lives m a

minimum security prison. Every fifteen minutes, security has-to

knew-where he is.” And 1 thought, she's absolutely right Whai

we're dealing with here is frseeieFprisonw/lt's as if he's in the

finest, grandest minimum security prison in the world, the White

House. that sense, 5% of hirn^Sm«Rt^is a convict.
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JBM: To this day?

a

£8smeonrkffoWwh©re=y0ti=areTyoifre;wd^^

surveillance is one of the elements of prison life, so m a^ubtk -wa>,

you're a brt-e£a~convict; Not a criminal, but-a~convrefr—an--

innocent convict, if you will. You didn’t want to-be/President ip

<2^Pfc4-g, .'

^scrutinized every fifteen minutes but that earnesth the iob

r'f'

JBM: So hrprison, you do what you can get away with

NM: Exactly.

JBM: Sb his remark is not so hollow.

NM: I see what you're saying—ifot so hollow as I thought. R iglM /

tnotherwwds., ^tc did it because he couldjlj/oneofthe elements.
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WhaH=objcct:tojs3fae:fe!naftP^^ tn relation t<

Monica. Needlessly cutting. And I say that-was-because-ofbw- »

wife. Having been married six times, I know what one says *?

JBM: You're a good one to talk to about harger-than-thau

■he has a wife who most likeb

will run for office and4ie*s-stffl"verymuctri^ I

want to assume he would not have been so cold and so heartless r>

regard to Monfoa^particularly since she's a friend of mine but I

understand why he had to do it

normal man who operates under normal rules.

he did it. He's not a
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My Question is, by making that calculated decision. >o

'sdistaace Mon+eas to take the humanity away from hetfn order to

preserve the image of his marriage—-hntat immoral, or amoral/^'-

is-that the riglitjjiwe?

NM: ks^little of both. WsJmmoral in that he is/calculated! v no

£bC'- <':*•- *•<

telling the truth about his real feelings. It's amoral iiKthafhe warns

process going: he5^ politicoan;a«d-to keep the

they're^moral to a degree. It’s a question of how much Are they

^2 Pd? pTt e
44% amoral or 88%'amoral? ^ortake^fef^rntted^pohum* s

hnwrat'beeatrsc'theyran’t afford morality except whenrt\ a senes

of specious sentiments uttered as patriotic or

theological slogans. But normally speaking, a politician has to
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deal with the given^amfpiat means sTrnietimesthe/tciilhc truth k

1 t ’ 'tnf
tarrd-«nnetime<they're pretending to tell the truth. Ifrothci wuids

Oc. I kfL Lc. p]

they-havy'profound habits of not addressing the truth head-or

^S^given the situation, yotfreqtHtc rightheuiidnoiwanth

ain sense what he did may havaho-no. Soina

hur Hillary’s future politician. It would havcinjured it if he

ipsky attractive." That wassai4, "well, 1 really found Monic

n on the

^everyuJay^tfAekdivcsr^Because apoliticraniilwayfrlifisto shakt;-

hands with people they can't bear^tp0ckM<r^&smi^ and offer

4% /

patriotic remarks that don't naccss^nfy come from the hean isse^

:J:h^Hrav<rtoTpreRmd^rbeTJart-ffifthe4eaiH-^^th^F6-steffl;nh4g
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z-ftfKfdfaming wrthin. So in thatsense,yes, he did what-hedaad- so,

0'^ =»/•*»
Now, whether (#S immoral, amoral, both, orMyotititsi w-t

^to say-it-yas a necessity, it was the givei^^wfcrryorrtTavt: co d<r

-something out of necessity, it's-net^amora^as- if you'rcdoing il.

out of choice. JIhat's a qucstioitwe^an on-with fore ver^

A ■ 5
JBM: Is it possible for a politician today to live by then owr

code?

NM: No.

JBM: Was it possible in FDR’s day?

NM: No. It's never possible. G* - ■ 1 '■ ;
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politics is the art of the

possible.” WtanWreTdtest^^ Miat'

The irony is, the only way you can havt

dictatorship. Ttrcrthing Ural's totally wrong with a dictatorship w ;

knew-it instinctively,^ no human being is good enough to be

When

expression of onc*sown personality, jiUherabsfract is in a

entrusted with that kind of power. But in^emocracy, what■

&

‘ p1''
people walk away from a political compact, everyone wikr Wey

important is to get something done, jlrnne part of what you wan .

done. Solheway^ohties^woifaUa^sm&et^ey^.

FAX NO. :17188243782
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\a little dissatisfied—theoi )ry of negotiation. If both sidvs

JBM: I'm still too much of an optimist I think that's choice B

NM: Well, if you ever get into politics, and you well mav

that name of yours, how can you not?—with that name up years

you're going to discover the interesting compromises you'll have to

make, willy-nilly.
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IBM: Ut’s move on—you’ve written about the cultural necessity

of literature. Yet we now live in a time when the novel ist and

literature itself are borderline irrelevant.

NM: Irrelevant?

JBM: Irrelevant. Borderline irrelevant. ^offitnensniWwHWm

- ioflft-is the absence of interiority, of serious, concentrated thougiu.

5V^pr^me4itcrature"WTH-be toSTft)Tev&r—wett. Tdon’T kn >w th,ii >

. What would

this mean for American culture?

NM: Well^ofcoijrsc,J^ianovelisL-Andtherefore,iin^peaktt^

from^ tasted position,that^being eroded. When 1 began.

we-do. Wore ind'anger of losing literature forever
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novelists were wry-important in the scheme of things The iron

is that the great novelists like Hemingway and Faulkner probabl ■> 

didn’t sell as many copies per book asttBvefistssettqFiwL---some

-good novelists^BuTthey were revered. They affected hisun >

They ^feste^theAmerican spirit. Hemingway had a prodigiou 

influence^ young American writers. He taught a lot of us how to

write. He improved the language by jfKHrimpliciiy and the force 

^Oyfthe subtlety of his simplicity. He gave a great deal io people 

who care about English.

I think^^mpertatee-^a nation's greatness depends, to a

great extent, on how well-spoken the citizens arc. thmj i 

develop out of a populace that really knows how to use the
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language and use it well.

t&t u becomes less eloquent, less metaphorical, less salient, less

FAX NO. : 5084872136
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C.

poignant, a deadness comes into things, a certain deadening of the

human spirit.

All this is wrapped up in my mind with many other aspecis

of the phenomenon. America has moved, as a country from n

place that had a great love of freedom and creativity—along with

all the people who opposed that-to a country^iow ihat's jniuch

more interested in power. powergHiotmterested in

v
metaphor, Metaphor is antagonistic to power because metaphor

makes you begin to think in parallels. Power demand a uni-lmear

approach to things. Power does not entertain poetic questions
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JBM: But hasn't power always been a driving force9

NM Yes. But it was always a driving force among marry other

technology yet. But-we can come back to this question

JBM: The way I put it is that writers used to be rock star*. Now /

•fa rock stars arejh^fflws who have tesew credibility with the

masses. Justin Timberlake, whom I'm sure is a sweet guy fe©

shouldn't be influencing a generation. He's a pop singer He wa

created by Disney. I'm sure he's a nice guy but that burden

shouldn’t be on his shoulders. And it didn’t used to be that u tr.

Somewhere between the lines, I'm not sure where, it shifted from
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great minds speaking to the masses to celebrities speaking to the

masses.

NM: Be careful. You're too young to know how it was back thei .

There weren't—

JBM: I can read history—

NM: Great minds almost never speak directly to the masses

JBM: Not directly. But Hemingway would write a piece yoi i

would write a piece, and people would discuss it and debate n am

people would go back and forth—

NM: Leave me out of it.

JBM. OK. Another example-fpause] My point is. not to havi tc

use you as an example, but you're on my mind—-The White Negro
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To this day, people come up to me who were teenagers when th a

came out and they want to argue with me about it, talk to me about

it. It still affects them to this day. I don't think any essay by

anyone now could have the same effect. A movie would A video

would.

That's one reason Michael Moore is interesting because I

think he's aware that while his books are good, and are what they

are, he going to reach so many more that way. But you can t get

the same depth of an idea across in a sound bite—there's no way

NM: Yesr-BuMook^ityuse a rating system for ideas. Themes

profound ideas are those one is willing to die for. By that

measure, Karl Marx has to be one of the greatest writers who eva
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lived. Because/it was all over, hundreds of thousands of people,

literally,- all over the world were willing to die for his ideas, Ar d 

millions were willing to go to prison forbiS-ideas. He had an 

enormous effect.

This is not to raise a latter-day defense of Marx. He had

many, many incredible virtues as a thinker. He also, from my

kl 5

point of view, had many lacks. He certainly didn't understand ihnt

atheism is not a way to win the world. You can't win thc-worid '

with atheism becauseaHeastjialf the people alive, maybe three-
—

quarters of the people alive, have all sorts of instinctive notions

that God exists. ~Apd I think the real failure—just 

parenthetically—of Bolshevism which became Stalinism, was thit
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clinging to a concept that didn't work, which irlhere was no need 

to deal with a creator.

with great freedom and opennts:

^btrtwtfh^Tinethefess a recognition which dispenses with QUjhr

If we're ever going to have a great society in the future
L.9 '/if cs- Q- /-tT-Ce-P .

fundamentalism but(fiv^with the eeneept that God is a c reate •.

God is a creator, not a law-giver.

JBM: But there's another problem there which was not dealt with, 

namely, people are not content merely with what they need W e'«*c 

selfish, we want more than we need and people in power will iak- 

it—'as we saw, as wc see here.
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NM: There’s a balance here—what happens is that half the people

in America by now identify with the upper classes because they

feel less interested in being part of the strong middle or the strong

bottom, it's more, "I want to be up there with those guys and I can

do it."

JBM: You think it's happening? In America?

NM: Yes. I'm not saying half of America is going to get there -

they certainly won't. That's one of the ironies—hal f the people ii

America really believe power is the wonderful thing, money is the:

wonderful thing. Prosperity is the wonderful thing. And their ^e il

hope is they'll get there. They don't want to be part of the people
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who are leveling the playing table—they are un-Ievehng rh«

playing table.

Give me a better explanation for it. The Republicans are rhe

party of the wealthy, yet election after election after election, tin* y

win it or lose it by close margins.

JBM: I think it's because their propaganda is very good and ver /

elevated. It's the same way in Arkansas, that the poor-as shit

white-trash people feel it's OK because at least they're noi black,

and they're living up on the mountain with the rest of them who

are just as poor, maybe a little less poor—

NM; The blacks in Arkansas live in the hollows, not on

mountains.
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JBM: Put it this way: in the black part The divide is there. ;u d 

it's there to keep the poor white people pacified.

NM: That's old stuff.

JBM: I know it's old stuff, but to say half of America relates to

rich America isn't—

NM: John, when you get to generalizations, their only value i-, 

they do point to a trend, a possibility. I think we're at a dead ent 

here—or down an alley.

.IBM: OK, who^goingttrbe the last novelist?

NM. He's-going4(ihe-eqttftl4oTheiastf^^ five 

act verse plays in iambic pentameter, b-oth^twordjr I do foresee
/a« L ■cf''

a day when
'■'f
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read axerimKWFVeF. They may read computer novels Jhat-beconre

bust^seHerSrBeeausefinally-the^mputernovef is better suited no

turn out a best-seller than the average mediocre writer Bw as far

as the serious novels gt

^novel-c

'fhe real spectre that sits before

ot's a sorioufl twveP A sertenfs

subtle moral questions. At its best in a novef(hese questions au...

/far deeper than^ou're going to^^Linany church or synagogue or

mosque, whatevermihe-world—dqjo or whatever yeti want to eati-,

fi/ Theology is essentially limited)

stfuetured^AndMiat makes morality interesting is(it almost never
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dstsaflExti hwriogywfthe pre-arranged moral codes

So it's the novelist—the good novelist, the very good novelist-

who deals with these moral issues,4heseessential4s»tK* La
/j <^6

good person or a bad person?" You don’t find that out bv .‘■wying

'ttl,1’mXgood person because I obey the Ten

Commandments^^^oesrftm^s-you-a-geod-peFseri You can

•obey the TcirCommandmcntsand be a honor because you restrict

the lives of thosewsuniyour Th^question iswt just-ycur_owu .

'actfons-bat what do you do to the lives of others? And in that

sense, the novel is marvelouj for tummgour moral questions int*

subtler inquiries of our nature
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What is human nature? We’re stil! finding that ou *'e

begin to have more of a sense of who we are as human bejngs-=

because for all the work of al! ies and all the thinking.

Human nature is immensely

various, the way I believe, incidentally, that God is immensely

various./We're the children, if you will, of the Creator and-omro

qr l^ (l

therStnmg^eedingarlJMwe  ̂that God doesn't want to give us orders

from above; he-wwrts<tis to find outthings we can send back to

Him. Or Her. Does the parent always want to be superior tc the

child? No. They want the child to surpass them-^that's the idea-
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JBM: Weiirlhafs-goocHtrhemv-^ut^n't you think that ver.

reason, right there, is enough to keep the novel alive? )Atude Ito n

( thetaci—you look at the case of the John Irving book that was j jst i

made into a movie called "The Door in the Floor" - -they changed

r~t
the title of his book. Movies need books, just to have enough i

movies. With reality TV, we sec there's not enough original

screenplays coming out, a lot of them with adaptations. The

I combination of that with what you’re talking about—there's no

way of exploring a complicated moral question better than a
^^novel—won't that keep it alive?. --- ------- —--------------

NM: Not necessarily. Beeause*what\ou're leaving out are the

social needs of fac people who run things-aM-ever the world What
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yoa-Vc gotimw is a very cndangwod-atfd immensely powerful

global capitalism(shaping up. And that capitalism does rot ntec

i'1 5 *' -1'
dweentyjt doe^aot need-inquiry into delicate matters; it needartty

'' -i'
keep the bullshit train gom^at top speed. It has to keep the lively -

^iollorrthat corporalions are good for human existence It needs to

, '*• -i'
have most people believing that there's no other answer bi^'fog

business. asaresu^^he last thing they nec^Pis novels

vAffif tiieyveibund^it  ̂fert of the genius of capitalism

upper capitalism, particularly-^fiey’ve found ways to control

people that arc so much subtler than the old Stalinist ways which

were brutal, dull, cold, and stupid and veiy-vefy obviously Openly

oppressive. The modem form of oppression is subtle; it gets into



FROM :nM

FROM IJMWQRDCRAFT

FAX NO. :5084872136

FAX ND. :17186243792

4i. ... i: 3pm ft;

Aum , JAM Fl ■

NM AND JBM ptayboy04 iranscrijM 8/10KM 36

your psyche in subtle ways—it makes you think there's something

wrong with you if you’re not on the big capitalist team Xnc- n

that sense they don't need novelists. They don't want them i hey

don't want people exploring into morality. They want only one

morality, theirs. JusMike Stalinism at its worst,

Parent's much more of a bcnign^opat superficially open,

Teadyforrhangc, ready for^development^mdove-wiHi tec hnofog o

which will make all our lives extraordinary—weH, technology may

^wdl end up keeping us alive for 150 or 200 years-y-andWec

■^/^quartcrs of us will be replacement parts, I'm not sure that’s eithe

God’s intention or the real human intention. I'm not sure ol thai: .1

v/-
all- - that may be the destruction of the human spirit, to stay alivc
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beyond a certain point. Maybe death is as important to life as I; fc-

itself. Asrmey keep extending the extent of your life at ah costs -

it could be one more form of evil. All this is too much taken for

granted.

But t®7g© back to my original point: thginwel is antipathe ic
______ t_... _

to corporate capitalism-^hc good novel, the serious novej The

best-seller is one of the props of corporate capitalisrr/bccause it'.

an entertainment. People feel, "At the end of my work, I warn i c

have fun<io how do I have fun? I watcl/asshole TV shows, M-

wetdroflem»tupid muvies because people often don'tgo ttHhe

'-besf ftlms. I certawriy don't read a good book—I want a-book

thate a page-tumer." Well, every time there's a page-tumer tor too
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little, someone’s mind is beingfliightly dulled. Because even p igs

turners get into interesting moral questions, but they avoid them

^7

JBM: 'But^hat you're talking about isn't limited to the novel

You're talking abouHrt inrgcncml and good-art pushes you and

pokes yoUjpinakesyou think—whedtef^s-a^^^nevebor

-numer I think the challenge, though, is that because it's more

work to read a novel that’s going to make^our mind exer^c and

question things in your mflersoul—the challenge is to make it

we entcrtainingthan-thefluff to the point where people can't p n

it downT^heyJtavcTTOehorcc, th^draveiogc) ir^ .

NM: You know. I'm cynical about that,for ^simple reason-.

^because I started as that kind of writer and I know how eas v n is.
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g y
It's so easy to write a page-tumer. There are very^imple rules for 

it. I can teach any mediocre writer to writCapage-tumei I'm 

interested in something that's good enough and well enough 

written so you^top on the page and read 6ver|hesentence? a few 

times, because each time youixsazti^ it vibrates within you and

Once you get into pagc-tumers, it’s equal to a very fast-piicec

superficial television show, or the kind of musical comedy ptav

that's very successful where you sit there with your mateund yov

laugh and laugh and-laugh-at the play, then walk out and say 

"Gee, wasn't that empty?"



FROM :nM

FROM :JMUORDCRAFr

FAX NC. 15084872136

FAX NO. :17186243782

u I LPM Fl

Auq 1 1 AM <>1

NM \ND JBM playboy04 transcript 8/KMM f\ z-2 40

JBM: But can't you have both? Can't you have parts that ai t

page-tumers and parts that you stop and read five times1'

NM: Occasionally. You can have writers who are close io great

or great, who can do both, but usually the serious novel gives up

i the notion that it's going to be rpage-turror

I JBM: Wasn't "The Naked and the Dead" both?

NM: Yeah. But that was because I was an amateur and didn't

know—also, I had huge, huge material to draw from.

JBM: Yeah, but that was a best-seller and rightfully so, but

compared to Tolstoy—it was deeper on that level. There was a

beautiful balance of the two.
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JBM: Of course. But is it not possible to have that aga ii? Wb)

can't we have best-sellers that are deeper?

NM: We have them from time to time, best-sellers that .ire prety

good.

JBM: Can you name one?

NM: No. Since J don’t read them and don't follow.. I'm too ok

now and too set in my ways to follow them now. Can you name

them?

JBM: I can name the ones thafve had impact. 1 don't know that

they’re great novels.
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NM: "The Catcher in the Rye" had a huge impact

JBM; I don’t know that thats very current.

NM: No, but...

JBM: "The Corrections" would be one that comes to mind.

NM: Well, that was a serious novel and it was an interesting

phenomenon. I had many disagreements with it—he’s certainly an

immensely talented writer. But I think part of that is the review

machine. People who do book reviews and manage the literary

world—they feel terribly threatened by the fact that the serious

novel is going. They're serious about being book review editors.

And the best of them are always looking for new writers who will

be extraordinary. So occasionally you'll get books that may not

my all-time favorite novels—one of the two or three or four great

novels of all time for me. I had that and "War and Peace" on tny

desk while 1 was writing "The Naked and the Dead" and to get
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steamed up to write every morning, I'd read five or ten pages of <c

So I applaud her for that.

JBM: Weil, this is what Fm saying; Because she has such popular

mass appeal, she can take something that is dense and hard to

read—n Anna Karenina" is work to read—she can take that and

make it a best-seller. That gives hope to me.

NM: But if she keeps doing it, her popularity will begin to

diminish and then we’ll begin to see the real test of her character,

Is she really devoted to great literature or is she, quite naturally

really devoted to the power of her own career?

JBM Well, I would ask can she raise great literature back up to

the level of best-sellers or...
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NM: I would answer in the negative. No. No person can do it

You're so young you still believe in the power of individuals Tht

real fact—what I would like to see develop in you, my friend, ov®

the next ten years, is a much deeper notion of social structure

Because society—it's as if we're little animals running through the

machine. Occasionally we touch a switch, something starts, w<

start another little machine, but we cant really change the nature

of the machine that much. Not without great study and great

devotion and willingness to get into the grease of the machine

JBM: And great luck.

No, I respect the complexity of the machine—I don’t think 

one person can change the way of the machine, but there's that
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great RFK line. I'm paraphrasing-that every action you do 1$

essentially throwing a pebble into a pond and it sends oui ripple:

that affect other things.

NM: J don't want to get into that metaphor because the npplet co

die out.

JBM: Unless they're strong enough.

NM: How many times does a pebble thrown into a pond change

the nature of the shoreline? Let's stop the crap.

ff1 “ ■-

'l 1 4 -
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JBM: let's move on to Provincetown J Wovttwetewftiwf i hi) < 

known as a gay tourist town in fee summer^SsBeen yom home 

for over 50 years, yes?

NM. Yes^patt^H^iiTmWinKilhstrTt'^bwH-my htune tor

15 yearSjjad the first time I
U< C-^'?

came to Provincetown was

almost 60 years ago, and I've probably-spenHimiysenous mney >n

Provincetown over 45 or 50 of the last 60 years.

IBM Now, Provincetown in winter—a lot of people see it as

being abandoned. It goes from—what? 30,000 to 3,000?

NM: Ws. Roughly.
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JBM: Is ttmetter than high seasoHjirth^winter?-

NM: Well, for ^@kl writer's vastly better. There’s an old 

saying about P’town that in the winte Ahere arexWtwomtmi 

streets in Provincetown and they curl around the harbor rhe one 

that's nearer the water is called Commercial Street and it's a 

narrow street, moredike a 19th century street, even an 18'1’ century

you can roll a bowling ball down Commercial Street and 

it’ll never hit anyone. So it's vesy lonely mthcwmtcr andit's not 

that cold* but-it's cold ^©^Fbccause the wind's coming off the 

water, andjfsdamp, it^eoM, it's lonely, and I love it. It fits my 

mood. It’s much easier to spend the day writing if it's gray outside
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fo^ifit's-sunny^Arul^ all the people I used io

know inProvwicctowfpever the years^p^cnthcticjfry,

Provincetown has changed profoundly. It's now the gay capita! of

the northeast. Tnirty^ years sgo--aemH&or 50 years ago^aiter-thv.

Seeond=World War, it used to be the wild west of the east,^sat

I—you had motorcycle gangs

coming in all the time. YfhA? hav^-pooplegettag^H^ Saturday

nights, you'd have people going up in the hills^andyonUhave

bachannalSjUp^frfoehffls, everybody carrying booze or beer

JBM: Well, you still have motorcycle gangs coming in- -it's tusi

that they're wearing chaps with nothing on underneath
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NM: [laughs] AH right.

JBM: Having spent a lot of time in this town growing up. and r

the last few years as well, I don’t see this as a gay town. I see this

as a very libertarian town in the sense of, as long as you're not

hurting anyone else, whatever you're doing is cool.

NM: Weil, that's true. There's been that tradition in

Provincetown. There are amazing contrasts and contradictions +« .

Provincetown. After all, Provincetown is the place where the

Pilgrims first landed.

JBM : Why did they leave?

NM. WeH,4tkc all good white people who are righteous and not

quite aware of how mean they arc under the righteousness-
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I say "white people,” it’s just to make a huge generalization, most

there they were , foil of themselves, heroic in a

■4
sense. After all, they had dared to leave their roots and saiM»-a

ithchiidren cramped in a small boat ̂ amfpiey gov here

Gefchere-through great difficulty. It was vpry hard to navigate the

FROM :nM

FROM IJTWRDCRAFT

nice in themselves thanwmte people do—I hope not to suffer

black people have a better understand! what's not altogether

duly for that remark.

waters around Cape Cod m^oM^ashttmed^Hing^+iipBtd

Xhere’sVnatural harbor in Provincetown because^t^Ciirls around

like a snail shell. "Hwy entered the harbor—parenthetically, he

place where they landed MFcmWHemomted4m huge motel and
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we are nothing in America if not adaptative. They found he sod 

not particularly welcoming, fill! of sand, brush pine£ low count)y 

not good for farming. They were in search of food, went scouting 

around, about^ightmiles south of Provincetown and founc 

-somefomg/now called Com Hill where the Indians had stored ali 

their com for the coming winter. So they^fe4tjbrought it hacn

to their ships, and in the course ofit/Oledacouple of Indians ami..

q^wncwhererafong-theAvayJhesq<Puritans probably said to one 

another, "Hey, lets get the fiickout ofhere-." So they

<< ' « {'

other side of Massahusetts Bay and found Plymouth and=fttyffmtfe 

then became the founding place of America.



FROM :nM

FROM :JIWRDCR.¥T

FA?' NO. 15084872136

FAX NO. :17186243782

A...______*•.■ _ il 1 P7

Au.i 20? t . )F P?

NM AND JBM playbcrjfl4 imnscrijM 8/HMM

Well, a couple of hundred years later, wuhc-early.^ddl^

qjfeee. How did Plymeuti^areto call itself the founding place oe

the locals were furiou^fheywere-the

America? y6faxting^ace^hatevepfe&^hrase-isj So they siarteo

petitioning and/l got so tower w as

bwh^acopy^i^^fc) of an Italian tower in Sienna^ I think Ify

Sienna, and Theodore Roosevelt actually came to the opening

festivities, he-wasiJiwdsn^^ the Pilgrim

Monument. So thia the place whuc Anioicasfitged

JBM: So America started with some white people stealing some

com, killing some Indians and
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NM: Yes.

JBM: Perfect.

' CuikoI <-.<)<,

■ ?
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JBM; OK, this is a good id women’s sexuality shape

human evolution? According to a theory in Leonard Shlain's nev

book—which I haven't read— "Sex, Time and Power," menstruate7 ■'?

what enabled women to develop a sense of time and forethougt

Language evolved, he says, primarily because men and womer

had to negotiate sex. Women became expert, he says, at reading

between the lines of various Pleistocenes. Beauty was developed

to maintain the interest of men. Is this why women control ine ’

Which is a large statement in and of itself.

NM: I haven't read the book either—it strikes me as4mag a sene
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example, negotiating sex?/ Aaii^^6^Tiate^x^alUh^tn€-..<-

had two standard poodles once, many years ago, Tibo and Zha

' ft i
-and-^^Hded^u^^he-^ha/waTalways nipping at l ibo’s

backside. I was always afraid Tibo would end up no man at all *

Whetrfie came of age—w«(had them when they^wera pups She ;

dominate^ him^afrtbc tim^ She had fierce teetlvjlre-was^ilwa^'t

aHxsmi=35®M duck, and (tovafiamfsit dowt^

ft-- "
Then the=fme came she-eememtonea^—he^eized her aad

Before they wen

done, they onded-ttp-with 36 pups over two-oNfnee years Fhet

ability to negotiate sex was perfect. Thay^idf^nee<Hanguag&.

But in fact, animals have a great deal of language in their grunt s
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their groans, their whines, their moans, their baying at the moon

their scents. Odor has much more to do with sex^^t least unti

deodorants came on the scene. But before deodorants', the

jombmatiori of strong genital odor mixed with perfume was pretty

damned aphrodisiaca^ through every royal court of Europe

^trthrnotion that language was developed to facilitate sex

couldn’t be sillier.

JBM: Or a sense of time developed through menstruation 4--

-don't Igiow ifthat...

NM: There! can see there’s a certain kind of point Wtat

Menstruation certainly proved to women, at least, that thev wen*
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altogether different from men, They had to have a difTereni cone

Theyhad to find ways—I don't think women were as self-

protective^Lthoi^^ years, 5,000 years ago, 20.0CC

'years ago as they are today. I thinktiferowaskss embarrassment

perhaps, about menstruation. —-------------- -

JBM: Well, they would go off alone when it was happening

NNfc4)ifferenHriherfiwiytri^^

JBM: That couM bo booause^u don't want the smell of blow r

the air to make you prey.

—
"NM: You're talking about primitive peopleliyingwithewsnie I

in thraif there is.
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J^M: But blood is a scent that would bringattackgrs, wile

NM: YwVe^rightonpthat. Absolutely right. I hadn't thought o I

JBM: Good. Kecpthrowing-them-. Thisfquestion- is4ta»

& women control men? For one, do you think women eontfeHneo ?

NM: Completely.

JBM: I'm glad you agree.

NM: Before women's liberation came along, men used to have i). *

25%a35% purchase on control in a marriage. The woman had'* 5

or 75%. Now with women's liberation, it's 95%.



FROM :nM FAX NO. 15084872136 Al. I F I P14

FROM iJMWORDCRAFf FAX NO. ;17186243782 Aug. 11 20?< 5 J( >14

NM AMD JBM plnyboy04 transcript 8/10/04

JBM: Wow!

NM T could be wrong, maybe it's^5%.

JBM: Is this why men are forever at a loss in regard to the < ,7T M

dominance of women?

NM: Well, parHif^h^dominaflee^f women^AvhicMKHrulwfty^

-been there in n way, ifl thoyte closer to the universe. (loser .«>

creation than we are. They know more than we do; they have

deeper instincts.

JBM: They create life, we destroy life.

NM: Oh, let's not get info that. Women have killed as many men

m subtle ways, for subtle reason^men have abused and ktllcu

women oneway^and-anothcr?
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JBM: Wow!

NM: I could be wrong, maybe it'

Aug. 11 200-- u- -i-'3* >14

JBM: Is this why men are forever at a loss in regard to the -

dominance of women?

NM; Well, pmt^he^ommanee^women^AiUMch-has-dways

'-bem foer^H^a-wsyris-they^Closer to the universe. (loser to

creation than we are. Tteylmow nwrflwfrwfrdo; they have

deeper instincts.

JBM: They create life, we destroy life.

NM: Oh, let's not get into that Women have killed as many me •«

<zj>
in subtle ways, for subtle reason^men have abused and killed

women
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JBM: I'm not saying one is more vicious than the other I'm

saying essentially, traditionally, men have gone to war and wornei

have raised the children. That's changing. Women are going to

war and we've seen what happens at Abu Ghraib.

NM: Oh, that poor pregnant girl...

JBM: I feel for her—I do.

NM: You do?

JBM: Yes, she was in the wrong place with the wrong guys.

feeling the wrong pressures and now she's all alone.

NM: She really was—just think how wild the parties are gert

all over America. The key factor at Abu Ghraib was, "Hey. none

of you at home are going to believe this until you seethe piictures.
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JBM. Wow!

NM: I could be wrong, maybe it's^5%.

JBM: Is this why men are forever at a loss in regard to the '

dominance of women?

NM: Well, part of the-dominafterof women^which has always

-been there in a way, is they're closer to the universe. Closer to

5^
creation than we are. Tltey know morrthan we-do; they have 

deeper instincts.

JBM: They create life, we destroy life.

NM: Oh, let's not get into that. Women have killed as manv mer> 

in subtle ways, for subtle reason  ̂men have abused and killed 

women oncway-and^aiO&CTr’

an over America, me key factor at Abu Ohraib was, "Hey. nont

of you at home are going to believe this until you seethe pictures
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And the photograph taking that was not called for—as well a* th<

photos that were called for—after all, they were/Using the photos

-as-sortofsubtly blackmail the prisoners, as in, ''we'll shewthts-»-

But they obvipusly were delighted to

photos ^errsother«@dd^©MO[home to their friends. Just think

of the kind of party that’s going on back in America^e4>nd-*F ’

Wtldhesythafirtoogo in the eounfcy under the cover of "We're a

good Christian nation."

JBM: The more Christian someone is, the more they have cra/v

sexual stuff in the closet.

NM: You know, I love this country with all its faults, but one of

its huge faults is we’re the bullshit kingdom of all time < ' J '
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JBM: What do you think of the gender roles of men and womc n

now boeaustrthc line is ccitaiidy bluncd between the - -

—jKspoHsfbilitrcJi. Women are expected to raise a family and be

uhf ' irra magazineNM: l Jb£"T don't know how you pri

s for sure.M: We are full of oursel

successful in the workplace.

cNM: I know, hut it's getting to tho pointwhere the men arc.

d’equircd'to be [side one runs out start-side twa]-

NM: Forme, f any notion that males arc

superior to females or females ^superior to males is, I'd say

comparing dogs to cats. It^ahopeless argumen^Tmy mind.

Ww^fundamentally different from
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Thefdesirc for power inwomcn that'sTevcalcd itself in the

iast-3& 35 years is not attractive. Wnot^ttmctive-because^

13^ power they used to hav^&-my-ffiW5 was vastly more subtle And

vastly more attractive. Yuirknow/jfciiscd to be kirxl of fun t< »

realize a woman was smarter than you. In the course of living

one's life and learning how to handle oneself, there were women

who developed wonderfol subtleties about how to control

They were like animal handlers if you will. And as the

animal, even the lion, almost always adores the handle^ so-wnh

ttarwonwi linew Imw Iff hmidle foe nian.
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And the photograph taking that was not called for—as well as the

photos that were called for—-after all, they werepsing the photos

~as.=sortnofsiibtfy blackmail the prisoners, as in, "we'll shew thrs-ie ■

-AC#
c _____—■—

your-familyr^But they-obvipusly-were delighted to have-thew*

YtW1 photos ^kenw^hey-eouidMsetd^home to their friends J usiih m 4

of the kind of party that’s going on back in America^e-kmd-o^j

Wttdh^s ttatVIuofle in the-oountry under the cover of "We’re a

good Christian nation."

JBM: The more Christian someone is, the more they have cra>y

sexual stuff in the closet.

NM: You know, I love this country with all its faults, but one

its huge faults is we're the bullshit kingdom of all time : >■ >
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fht;3esire for power in women that's revealed itself m the

last-30; 35 years is not attractive. It^mot-atoactivc-bccauiic-il^

power they used to hav^my-M^, was vastly more subtle Arid

vastly more attractive. Youimowf/taised to be kind-of fun re

realize a woman was smarter than you. In the course of living

one's life and learning how to handle oneself, there were womei

who developed wonderful subtleties about how to control msa

They were like animal handlers if you will. And jpst as the

animal, even the lion, almost always adores the handle^ so with,

the^wrnrwr^tewUiuw^to hondlethe rnaft.
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-Ah$vIow they're dominating^dommaHhi us openly Vot

see?^TheyYerontn)Hingyouralmost^-DorftyoudwN tha4

^Thafs^exisp' ■

JBM; I don't know. 1 don't think I agree with that It's changing.

There was the height of political correctness, which bordered i

know, they want a real man—they don't want a man they can walk

all over.

NM: Well, good. I'm 81, and these traumatic experiences

occurred to me 30 years ago, 20^earsago-

JBM: You were living the height of the war. But what's truly

encouraging, what's encouraging me now, is we need more womer
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in power, but we need women who do it the way a woman docs it.

not the way a man would do it if he were a woman -or the wa >

she thinks a man would do it if he were a woman.

NM: Listen, most of the women in power were not that

• »

impressive. There was Maggie Thatcher—the Iron Lady^r The

IronMaftfen—Iron Lady,4-thmk^ You know, she was effective a :

a politician—in a certain sense she was more effective as a

politician than Ronald Reagan was, her counterpart at that lim<

She wasn’t a very nice person, reahy-Btrt if she’d been a male, she

would have been Retested.

JBM: That’s what I'm saying. I think she was doing it the wa^ sh .:

thought a man would do it if he were a woman. As opposed to
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on fire." That's not something a man would say.

NM: How is that relevant to what we’re talking about ’

JBM: WhftH4rrsaymg4s we're just now starting to see womer

getting into power positions who are still allowed to be women

They don’t have to pretend to act like a man.

NM: Name a few, would you?

JBM. Arianna Huffington, Hillary Clinton-—

NM: Hillary Clinton is a very good example. 1 met her main

years ago, oh, maybe 20,25 years ago when she was the govern ;
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wife in Arkansas. Probably in'84,20 years ago Shewa*

immensely intelligent—I happened to sit next to hei at dinne<

and we had a marvelous conversation. I was impressed with how

bright she was, how open, and what afind^tod she had. She's

not as interesting today. She a politician today. She's<sery 

2 lA

cautious. Her books are boring. What's that one abouta^lag*,

— ...

iwmsMjfastpeepl^don^r-



FROM :nM

FROM : JMWORDCROIT

FAX NC. :5084872136 5PM F 2

FAX NO. :17186243782 Muc "■ 3 : 4PM '’23

NM AND JBM p!aybo><)4 (nmwrip* 8/lOAM 69

NMrWliarit niewiu ra-you gqywhat^ useful to say, not what y u.

believe. That 1*^011 never speak from the heart; you speak wii

- tho heart only, tind-yogspeak manipulaiivcly^allihetmn; Awl

Hillary is always watching her tongue these days. Totally 

unspontaneous^exactly^f the way the average mediocre-to-gwc

/e^-£/'C.ZS^ P*

effective politician^^^cverwveFyeKspeakmglroni-tnt near,

JBM: But as we said before, she's a politician at a high level s u 

has no choice.

2?
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JBM: I'm not saying we're there yet. I see people coming up r

the ranks. 1 see Laura Dawn ofMoveOn.org who is changing the

face of politics. I see Arianna Huffington who is approaching it

from a new angle. I mean, politics this year is more exciting than

ever before in my lifetime, certainly. People who were never

because it':

getting more fun.

NM: All right. lean see a time when women are more important

politically than they are now^ut tM^o^nTmean anythin^ i

going to change. In a certain sense, a politician^neutefeff m- - • —'

tSfffiSBf gender by the process. By the process. By=the^pwjesh

I
A lot of politicians are very sexy guys wise, after all. they tc

ofMoveOn.org
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pressing the flesh^thc4«nc. Shake a thousand hands in .< da>

and you're homy by the end of the day. The hands are tellim- von

something. T^adoratim^where's the guy who won’t get a hard-

on if he's admired by a lot of people? But, nonetheless, politics

dehumanizes yoin—an^ political leader.

JBM: OK, but...

NM: By the way, 1 don’t say this out of sour grapes because when

I ran for mayor in that primary back in 1969,1 considered n mv

duty, believe it or not—as most politicians do. I felt God had

wanted me to go into politics to save New York. I was a foot. iiK .

all the others. And I wasn’t nearly as good as I thought I'd be ip

politics but I was prepared to pay the price. And the price w as d
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serious one in my mind—I knew I would never write again 1

knew I would use up my soul in ways that were unhappy l‘<» mi

But 1 felt: I haven't been a good guy. I haven't been that g ood 2

guy all these years; I want to save my soul. Now this was crude

and simplistic thinking and I turned out to be st-vsty ineffectual

politician,endedup with just u slice, a smallidiuo. But 1 wat

ready to bite the bullet. I knew it wasn't going to be good for my

soul my personality, and my best ideas^o become a politic)an Id

be used up by it. It's a tremendously difficult business. You

know, we respect basketball players because they have such

power, running up and down the court all day, thaVsrnerediiMe

Well, very few humans can become good politicians because ol
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the amount of work you have to do every day. The responsibility,

yoiUjave: The number of distasteful things you have to do m

every^ejgftt, oixtoortihoB session are immense. So I don't snee» a

politicians. I think they're entitled to the same kind of respect w

..gwe^ood athletes. Their stamina is impressive But I don't hav<

any illusions that in becoming a politician you become a noble*

person—very rarely does that happen. The only reason ik doe

happen Js^ccause ifs ah impossible^reation if you can't have

exceptions to every single rule.

.5^"^ 7

6 v; •'

/? ' Z
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JBM: You once wrote somewhere: "As many people di- > ;r

excess of timidity as from bravely. Nobody ever mentio h i -

Hdmv-abou^an explanation of courage?

NM:(lhaveone ready-made. Courage can only be mem ■. t

the ground from which you start. In other words-, wh-icli-^^-.iO .

you-oecupy from which to be-brave? An example f-trse-tr+brht-

've used it beforehand will usejZagain and-agam "a

-typieal old lady whose ill in every joint, immense^ arth n

nonetheless has to get someplace—she-ivants..tQ..see a-retttfvr- e s

-she has a reason to cross a difficult street,(she doesn't qi ice

understand the lights. 'BjU^Vonetheless she knows .

shct feels an inner imperative to cross that street. \m- rt • i = -s
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to1Ie4trgvcntKougb she's terrified. T would call that -im ;u<

<5 "ffe.
Courage analogous to ^awell ̂ trained Marin^ whois a gom

things, who gets into M+twwl

combat, sees his buddies mjwTndmrirfdted/^oesth rough hdi ux

Z^, 'b i'-£

f point where he4&flKfrhc may dic/Until he-gets-lo.thai ;j44hi y

can't really speak of his courage^beeatt^pe's been train.. a < if

brave—you can motivate people to be brave. Bui when »< . ;:e

’eanftot go on, I want to quit, I don't care about mj budd>.s v

to quit"—and then another side of you takes over and s;n s !

net, you will go on"—that's courage.

I H e
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Courage, in a very real sense, can be meaningless if i i t s

■=.
too easily. If you're a marvelous athlete in a very easy wai

very-very good in your martial skills, you may feel panic,

anxiety, you may4bcTa4We-&i^^ but you're trained io

be brave.

•1}
So I would say courage is transcendence. Whatex er

Rce'ixy
level of competence-is in violent activities, dangerous actr-^.-, o —-

very difficult human-aetiviti^whatovor that level uv. if vvi g<

beyond ourselves, transcend ourselves, that's courage

That's why I say timidity kills. Timidity frills moie p- o. i

than bravery because every time one's timid, one's pulling Ha »

creative impulses in oneself, denying them, one's deming Hk-
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And as an ego contracts out of shame, illness begins. '• . y

opinion.

JBM: So is courage a virtue.,

NM': Qh, no, I would say oourag^bsolutely a virtue'*

the virtue. I would go so far as to say that it's very hard m ft : ze

if you're full of shame. WehTTtosurto feeling love fo.i u < n :

,A.rt . f a^-

else when wc have gained respect for ourselves— if s wt 4»<n-e 5

this endless obsession with couragejfl-aU-pcople,. Whei$\ , i ] n

who can ignore courage? It's li j said t-hw-.-4)0^oma

J^itredTttHfs-wtwthrtepcaTmg^^ v.ht< >1

^k-ganee-r-hi-etbcr words, thefe are women whoAveai nrmn :• j >,

wt-ar no jewelry, won't comb their hair because they hat<?>\ < ms
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who are elegant because, they .fqel those women are phony; aw+t

want to be seen as my natural self." -Butthat woman can in i

teuAy sneer at

wrong with het;4kat she doesn't want to get the utmost our <>■

herself in-appearance. By the same token, drcre-are mer -Adb; i :i

Of course it does. A macho brute is a macho brute^arvd-hm^u+Fy + ,

wct attractive But the point is; no-man ^arTsneer at brav _■ •,

c
courage with a cuomplefely-elean and open heart. Not ex ej
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.IBM: You know, one of the outcomes of living in such ar

organized society where everything is taken care of- -men o> .(

out and kill their food and bring it back—there's a compile j

almost a sense of deliberate forgetting that when it ail ciw. r

to it. ultimately we're fucking animals. And we'll bite each ithi

and fight each other if our own is attacked. And I don't km ■;

this is true of everybody, but 95% of the time when 1 meet .mother

is
man, thabis under it alfAthat sense of "Can I take you or k i,- .

take me?" And it's usually a kind of funQsmiling question to

querypbut it's always there. And something like 9/1 remtn.h .

all on a national level that tomorrow, like that [snaps fin get*] >1 »i

this societal bullshit could be gone and we're back to arvni • ;• » i



FROM InM FAX NO. :5084872136 Hu. 3RM F7

NM AND JAM playboy04 transcript 8/I0/04 '9

biting. And- {hat's important. I think it's one of the man <.

differences between the mentality' of a man in the mil I en n.t i u ;

the mentality of a man in the '90s when political correctr <. s> .1 st

its height and the sensitive pony-tailed guy was getting laid moi :

than he should.

NM: Well, I think you've a serious situation when the s. i- i e -

or over-sensitive—pony-tailed guy is getting laid more ti mi c

macho brute.

JB \4: 1 don’t know that he was getting laid more i han- h)

.—brtrfe—He was just getting taw laid more than he shot- Id i ■ >

little.

NM: Oh, you're a bigot.
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JBM: I've got my prejudices.

NM: You've got your father.

'JBM: If you want to stay on courage, there's one more

described that.

NM: I don't th ink courage is a form of outrage at all. as I

merely a form of outrage, but I feel youj already answer

.IBM: In Freud's essay on the @=tW Uncanny, he conten.k t .it b e 

strongest instances of the uncanny involve "doubts whelhr- 

apparently animate being is really alive, or conversely, v ;e' -i r a

lifeless object might not be in fact animate." We live m a i 

where such distinctions become even less clear. 1 his is ni._ d 

frightening. We're overmatched by our technology Ou ahi j • > 
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comprehend is exceeded by the ability to construct and f.i -r-i. c

You have spoken of the inanimate—that which cannot b 

animated. Increasingly, it seems, we are overcome b\ -Ju 

uncanniness. Is there more of this to come in our future

NM: I say absolutely yes, a great deal more. So long as 

technology expands and expands, we're going to have rr < n . c

more-ot^/Tremember back in 1 think it was '69, was <i iu t it

NASA, south of Houston, covering the first moonshm. ■; ■!

Psychology of Machines/' Because one thing impressed h+a- f a-

im nensc amount of attention these guys gave to g !m. h-. u ]

wcrried them—theie
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ex......
rOtheFwerds^piey had the best technology available^ rWH-H-rr c? -

-/*£*_ Irtffa <^t^/ ■& IS. k r. " ■-■S-*'9

question, I decided, even though they wouldn't admit it i 

themselves, was "Do machines have a psychology?" N+fw

Lttdy4raved7eefr-abh31trsoe^iertaTrr^ Ek i t i__

Jiave-a^^sy^hGlegy-er-do^the^ Ate-the-ghtchcKnli our VT ' <rs

•the design? Is that the on4y reason things go wrong-gtfh > 

machines have temperaments?

JBM: Are we talking about a psychology or a sou?1

A-Hvh—Wel-h-bcforerthere-ean-be- a ^oul,-UtercFeatrttcni~q^ ■■ mu - y ■’

-JBM: But one is not conti ngent-oft the othei^

J - it

NM: Look, you're beyond me on that one. All Pm gettir g _u T-^

WH+l- T ’
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**■
the^uetffikrrrwas, was thcro psychology^ other mird1 n a

that we were not in touch with, that was-tmeanny2?*-! rare' < in e 

person who has a computer who doesn't feel their ceffipttfeA s 

personality. Strongmliaus cars—everyone feels his ca. ■ i- Z ;

JBM: They're becoming similar.

r

dependence on both, are becoming very similar.

JBM: People's affinity for their com ;rs and their . a; .

NM: Hmmm*!
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NM: Those arc easy ways to look at it. Thcy'rc-almoiu

scare us, it pleases us almost.

.IBM: Well, they're not. You know, whenever I hook nw 

computer up to the internet, she reacts very poorly and I fee I a s :h< 

equivalent of putting 10,000 dicks in out of the blue and sh • 

saying, "Hey, I just want yours. What is this?" and she u<>■-• 

wo rk as well. My car is different, but if I let somebody else ar-- 

^y-ear who isn't as in love with it, it doesn't respond as wel ■

But that can be explained rationaljyAYou understand h

How of gasoline and various^rther things as you step.-oi- th. :> l
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vail know how loJat^er-veu-know-what condition vutTThfak i •»

"711^=# can-all be explained-

*^Fh^-poffiHs+don't disagree with brend^nr-atH-hai » a ’ — ~

hTrnrnjttrtT-tfri^^ I think l h < | ■ ■ i<

finger on the nature of the uncanny. Attd^art of what i 

depressing about modern technology is the way it cuts *• 11 < ■ j 

senses. One of the things that's so awful about plastic mJ v ;

been fulminating against plastic—most unsuccessful,) i n 

last 30, 40 years, is plastic is not uncanny. It's just then m ’ 's 

very hard to conceive of any kind of soul or spirit inhah mn. h *,

pliisiiopecause it doesn't come out of nature. An) wd ’ 1 :i 1 .at

cane—has a touch of p, i - ’ i.| t ,



FROM :nM FAX NC. :5084872136 1PM Fl-

NM AND JBM phtyboy04 transcript 8'10/04 6

AmJhing that comes out of has.a him-.'.^1- -

■J/ Jt.

persomdity». But plastic doesn't. PheFe^fr^-great weilnA <- .

'AmH always felt it to the handmaiden to technology. "Hcepi y

^ay-mg over and Over, "Whatjl^ ..

jxpj^sfinti-^y-dp peop^elove technology?"

power,-less pleasure. Live in a^lmuiijgtetd-world-and-.-x.4<.

siighly squinely hy lhe end of the-day, you're ready to cl smb... v r 11^

x5f4wtybeeattsu'tt1TsRrwnpri^^ Itgivc< ■

more power than you'd have without the technology >ui ■ m 1;

ser ous price for itzbeea»se'you're a little more inert ir s<: ■■■■■ ( 1

finer sensibilities. 4-o-m that sense—Fve lo^the-pow-t-'-1
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JBM: k's~is lliere Tnore of this to come hrthe-firtuEe9 Wh ;i •• • i ’ 

technology leading us? But I think it's an important di.Jju.1 -■ - j a

>m&ke-bctween technology and technology involving-gk^-or •

Because a car is technology aaddt wasn't until recently that m.r 

was plastic all over a car.

NM: Butl-thinkTiTthc long-tem^^they makeplasik , i r 

-aj^hswmger, and more analogous to steel—which they j|: x , n 

turn, cars will be made ,61plastic finally because economical '

speaking, it offers more profit.

^\4: In a way it's similar to fluorescent lights, w hie i e ;

locks ugly underneath; it's Scitsalifically proven people 

as rvell under fluorescent lights, but it's cheaper so it s u1 
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iSS;j^n^~goodr"Bet3nisuifrvhe^^

NWT-frrgorrrg'to leave this. To/mihd, the mediocr

over the world, and they magcfe, under the banner of technv _>■•

corporate vision, the purveyance of democracy to all ct ;ni -n

Cpt/" / FT <

of the world, whether they're ready for it, IrfcpTror-detesnii-^ui.-^

t^Ll/ h*Cf~ Lc^ ' |t -r ■ •:

knew, puck you, you're going to end up a democracy wheim n

like it or not," which turns democracy into a farce. Becauss •as—

saitl-over-and-ever in-the democracy is a gran 1

true democracy is sensitive, it's perishable, and we're ir dan n-

right now of losing our democracy/here, .M0t-of7rcnpa-.fi.
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democracy any more. And so, the point is, there are two i we- t|.

work in the world-now: liberation and—F won't-say-eppres51 o*i -

I'rndook-ing for the word—-successfully COntrOlledThrmttv. ■

running the world now, very badly in mai

places, they have the feeling that successfully controlled ■ u t

tapped in people who've never had a chance to be creauv 1 \ 1

woik and die without creative moments in their lives. Thc ft. y

think, comes out-ofthe^genF^trcan^ hecaitw wry often 1 ihml'..

rXCCXx^—Se-Cir-.^..  ti./

■when you have people who are highly-ereative, yuujiavgitn

/generations of frustnition from people who wanted m 1 . • ; ;



FROM :nM FAX NO. 15084872136 5PM Fl-l

NM /.ND JBM playboy04 transcript 8/10/04 '0

the’r lives gave them* and-so-what happens? An artau-^x-u—v 4..1,

JBM: There's an argument that our technology is stuntiiri i

evo re we not spending so much time going t nl )

the computer er- whateveHechnological devic-e-we-re go-trs imo -

focusing on—the TV, what have you—more people • j

evolved to the^psychic level Instead, what we're develop----.' i

^technology where—every day we get closer to hav ing o .; i t

that will be your phone and your email, your this your mni >i r 



FROM :nM FAX NC. 15084872136 5PM Fl i

NM . iND JRM playboy04 transcript 8/104)4

internet access, a little device you carry with you and you P 

program your likes and dislikes into it—it'll be sending . > i pl 

and as you pass a stranger on the street—say you both hl. : 

watch Star Trek, a little bell will go off on both, and it'll adi ; u 

what your compatibility is. Why are we doing this'1

NM: Because thefeai^^Ja deep fear. WhaAw^e've ios .*“• ’n

dubious but nonetheless intense consolations of religion m

centurigs^ ¥ou-see, ^final, organized religion mn him = I

many perversities but it also offered notions that gave pe pie o ) (

you were a good enough person, you'd enter hen\ c ■ I

now, because religion truly stood in the way of the devei wm- at; '

■ -f y. i *
capitalism and technology twen-more=— '



FROM :nM FAX NO. :5084972136 A. :l 1 P2C

J small business.an

JBM; Absolutely.

Nlyl: I've said it^fore very recently: small business is cream .•

The^tr^ ean be a lousy son of a bitch, he can be an awful feli<

enter corporations so they . >.

responsibility. Jt-con

compared to worse ones, but it is subtly, but complete h- in

inning a small business, he's living by his wits.

■7 -------------- ''

have to live by their-«ats. Stftmly a few people have to takt

M: Yes. To me there's a difference between corporate cap uu ,sin

NM ,''ND JBM playboy04 transcript 8/10/04

JBM: Shall it we call it corporate capitalism?

min J, totalitarian^,the-sjorporatwn. And this is spreading
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eveiywhere afroverthc world. People want to control rhe 

CaJ> ■;<: ■?
because they're in terror that if die world isn't controlled,.!; -.g-: g

7f-*t U y
^-to-htew-aparb, (bdy fedingTsTt the corporations take over i i;

world, it will blow apart. It just doesn't -fit or suit human nature

IBM: Have they not taken over the world already?

NM: Yes, but not completely. Not completely. There an -ii‘

uiwy corners and avenues, games and places an&whathaix. ye .... - -

.IBM: There's an underground.. .

NM: That underground has to go a long way before#take

seriously.
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JBN': But just as we can't turn off the internet, we've spoken

before about how we can't shut off the-dbrporation now i c

it would be a disaste

M AVtj've talked about it. [tape off]

word count 11,382
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