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NM: Ihere^re/^great many, benefits to protestor^-fe

NM and JBM Interview (Part II): 7/14/04 (

.protests, for the people4nvolved.-4-canjrh¥^&i su-mtna^zc
d&emrOiic of them is 11k jreople who riir^lTav^a chance

to exercise power where they wuu+dn^t otherwise, since 

they generally/are against the system in one large way or
<s«A/

another yet i^ay have huge talents, o^eja-ellent talents, or 

leading—^they get a lat-niiiu^fr^he people who join X

often get quite a bit of therapy literally^

that they can/vent7eal rage.
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termer goveriiurThunias fenwcl didji/'t conic irtv^ittm.ciT'Te-^ 

oUlie ii^icirn£Qts4hat We made latcr.-ft seems to me that --

'tWsTT^i tor the protest movement to really look inm
I ■ > t f (f I H. C / fit e.m,

9/11 b^tw^ctHtow-atid^me next montlym the iiexM^.

Weeks, and look at it witfrgreat, critical force, because- 

tte?ro are many-things wrong,. I am aot^conspiratonah-.i •—
_ , , . VY*-^2 / 2 .7

1 any moi e, because 1 spent too many years being one in,

relation to the Oswald business. But, there are element s/m it 

are not easy to explain. Is-other words, there iircwiraw -• 

■boofrr* I don’t believe for a moment there was direc I 

complicity* Cnever do, because I think if yun’re goirtg-to— .

have a major coup of that^sortryou don?;t-do it tf you have- -j- 

<omes-oiit. Aftd you can’t pull off a conspiracy of th 

high power, because you afe'gbingto lose ssRmsdnfTT' 

dimension £ver without having so many people involved

that they’ll loose things all over the place. But, there may
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___t'U*.
have been a sentiment in the administration, and_th.e£’j 

scream and squeal over this one^that maybe the worst i r ii g

in the world, might not be that we Jaavefa disaster. Beonrsi -• 

■thesejvas a certain pushteward a certain attiti-tee4hflt Pear
Q tV-

Harboi%alvanized America* without tori Harb&r w;
4/U. «*-

might never have been able to go to war^we mi ght

ha~ve won the-Sccond World Wat, along-with the Russians 

fgrd4he-Eng,lish , and^se-enAHtaHtenight not have - 

happened; Roosevelt was hying to got ua into war. And-. — 

<you rem^mbeivRoosevelt was accused of knowing about

Pearl Harbor in advance and welcoming it. Well, I

wouldn’t go that far. 1 don’t think they knew gj^uufrbai 

the World Trade Center was going to be attacked.

were some v^ry odd things that happened that day.

Immensely odd. More than intenstsinefficiency. First 01 ail.

wheppTTahes go orRcourse immediately the word goe^ oi
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ovei, at' whatev crrgbf there ’ s a great tension if you’re 

working that sort of stuff, (3hy after day you’re on the alert 

aftd-nothing happens that’s really big. At a certain point 

you/^et &ei£-©£cynical. You know, “Another asshole s 

general alert all over America; and tkeraweren’t^irplaneSy...

-Bee^nsethe second plane hit^ wha^jliirtynilmites later 

the plane that hit the Pentagon,,

wandered off-course.” You don’t pay that muc-h^fteifiTon ' t'

-But, after the first plane hit?t-ke-fact that there wasrBHi, 

ftBM: Around-thatr^gak

4 - P39

and-trfplanes scrambleto. „

^dn^ot-SpAiingai^^p^^AHffer^nM^pper: w h

^MrAnd there were no atrplmacr, Xo~th,it-in-tt^4t~ w-

Immensely difficult to explain.
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r -C h. «t_ry-,:

l-don’t want to-get inte-it, because it’s a tcclmicaksHbieet - ->

But there are, for people-who-do want to get intuit:-there-.
CLc*~^

-are spine vefy serious arguments that-are-being raised lx .n

whether 9/11 is as clean an American tragedy fer ut. as wi

/ and
/5
is: there^we a peace-loving nation.

behold .we’re attacked by these hideous terrorists,
(fl S ■=' .

-something that could ignite the nationfl^d-caHy-itihTWa!"cl’

Now the-irony-, the great irony of Iraq, isAh^Whe only goo<

that will come out of Iraq, in my opinion, is that i^liTL d '

empire-building notioi/for a good decade or two

Because the ^gt-ef IraqJJthg'immense cost of Iraq-*4u- 
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conquerCacountry that offered so little military resistance -

does end/he notion that America ceuld-ever run the work!

through force. My god, we’d need twenty million young

men in uniform<-and there aren’t that many young 

you can-put-in uniform^—

JBM: But, didn’t Vietnam do that as well?

MM:\/eah, but Vietnam was a generation and a half ago.

And nothing did happen for a long time after Vietnam In

fact, you can gcxso far as to say, when the Cold War ended.

mat was when the “exe^ptionalists” wanted us to take ore •

the world. The reason we didn’t is because of Vietnam, iho

whole feeling, these things don’t wk. You see a true

conservative is not interested in war. x.

JBM: But why is it in ’92 we still rememberetrV ietna i

and now we don’t? Is it just 9/11 ? Is that enough'1 , I
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NM: At the end of the Gulf War, the general attitjj.d&-v^

now we’ve vindicated ourselyes^from Vietnam.

JBM: Right. FirsVGulfWar.

NMyAMght, now where are we now? J

JBM: Aside from the emotional memory of 9/11, wh\

would the Republicans pick New York?

NM: Wellfthe emotional memory of 9/1Fisthe-mo^- -< // 

intense, single thing they’ve got. The war in Iraq, tliey

didn’t know it was going to go wrong at thejime they

picked New York. In fact, they picl^etfNew Y ork at the )

time when 9/11 was stihyefy^vivid in people's I

imaginations^ndlfear^nd terrors and loyalties. It was the

point for pickrng~Nuw-*
/J

YorkrTalso sayythc oth^|notive bFOttghUe-Wthe most 

cynical people in the Republican Party is, “we can't gc

wrong in New York.’'"Those fools hi N c w Y orl; a re- gem-y
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to-ge-etazy when"we go in. ffIlow-date we go intrrrtnrr

city/’ they’re going to say. And theyr?r^going to make 1

monkeys of themselves on TV that we can win the elei i c r

4kthat alone.

JBM: Is New York part of America, or is it its own emit} ?
NM: l^sSoth. New York^ a double nature, which is

it’s so 

w h? ■

. It’s like a steadfast husband who cheats

f~~~~trae another^nalogy/NewYork is a world city. You want
! S'

to talk about great American cities, you ialk about Boston

•yetHalk about Chicago, you talk about New Orleans,

■rtalk-aheut San Francisco. Ysttsan t^hlk about your othe’-

favorites, if you have any. forty in terms of a world L »
]f

Angeles^isYtot quitc=a^woi4d city? not yet. But, Nev h ork

^So, mthatsensK^tlias^double psychology^AndTon top-ot

/thatjxcause^s a core of hard knowledge that’s beon^.

earned the hard way on those hard streets, together with
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con-siderablo^sophistication^iwFVUly tines itfahavc c hcl!

of a lot in common with the rest of America, it doe-1<v j

have a hell of a lot in common with upper New Yoi •< >

s eventually becoming perhaps somje-kind-of Hong

Kong^ith a separate ntntnn. But for me now at eighjy^^jfe, 

this is leally oiti hatT^know-it as-one

JBM: WeHy^ust^ne final question, then. Starting with the

Upper New York-Stote-might as well be a seqtaratextato,—

U^iich is why all those years ago I said, let’s separate. I sa a

York-is-geing to-do wh -i£wanis tn do and it doesn 't ,iee(

section

WTO protest in Seattle back in ’99, tkererwas a culture

has formed around the anti-corporate, anti-globalizatior.

anti-Bush movement. Where do you think it’s going And
wZere should it go?
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NM: Alright, let’s end with that, because I think it’s a rich

question.

JBM: That’s what I meant by "one fifralTprestterr^-

n thiyefrpfrfrn that are being piled into the demonstrations

'—coming up, in which a good many people of the Right.

are too many passio at are even more seriously possibj

cmvehtion in New York at the en ugust is that the

^FesTGbofrrMy great worry about

one of-them is that the basic dichotomy-im-Arrnrrt

■be-liowrit or not, not “flag conservatives,” but true

conservatives can alee feel this-, as well qa-people on tfre-

are stifling our lives.

Mt only economically, where they’ve got a good-argument.

that they^bringittgrprosperity and youl^e gotto argue— 

nliar Til Lhevows come home, andf frankly, I’m noi enough
TY qp mJ" p yidk* <32*'’

of an economist to argue whefrtet4heyfrt^^ 

s
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economically nr had for-^s economicallyrwhexe-th^m
4 ? eat^ I p, (djZ&g- .J2x-

-bad for ua-hs aesthetically speaking, cultural!} speak in< 

spiritually speaking^ becauseffiey tend to flatten everything.

with suits. One of the virtues of Michael Moore’s movie, f

F-v-e-gaLa-favorite expression for the corporation: I-^ad- -

I ca^ba^ *hat y°U ha<^ n° ^CLirt ^’=2^

which was the right side by the end of that movio^lespne
t'l^e 2*^ p <2^4

Michad Mooted interjections-and cheap shots and-takmg -

advantage-e^ever,^ opportunity and-overdoing it. AilJie-inui

fg~du really wa-s what-lK did do very, very well, was show

the faces^ And_mi end up-seeing all those faces of the

/Administration, those empty faces, those handmaidens, an* .

bodyguards of the ligjfhpty. And then yeScontras^it w it i 

ail the faces of American soldiers over there: innocent

strong, idealistic, or ugly, but real faces, real people Arid-
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from existence itself had not yet gotten intone skin

imhng this country all ha

when you start to look at them, with the notable exception 

a large remark, but I The one

exception, oddly enough, and ize a

good many people, is Rumsfeld. Of that whole gang, he •> 

the only one who seems real to me. In other words, I 

of one guy I’ll get into in a moment, all have rather awful 

does believe in$ It'isnT as ifthis is the besibpaitrcttfar -*4

the faces of faqis^ who wore suf-feriag ■ /obvious I

people in suffertn^are always dramatic and eloquenuwt

they/Fiad different kinds of faces* that shade of alienanoi 
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power. He’s interested in his ideas first sad/the powe '

subservient to the ideas.

JBM: What makes you say that?

NM: Because he’s real. He reacts. He doesn’t weigh ins

words. If someSne^nakes him angry, he’s angry. 11

something pleases him, he smiles. If he has doubts about

what’s going on, he expresses those doubts. In that sense

he’s the only one of that batch I’d call an honorable man.

Now, I don’t have to agree with him at all. I can disagree

totally with people I consider honorable. But, never b a\ e 1

seen an administration, which has ha^cHfeWlionorabie

men, and w-emenHor that matter. Unean, you lookal.
5P?A -

Condoled Rice^ftd^h^s a very complex piece ot work

no questior^oHhat. But that she’-s-behiad every remark she

makes with tije-same. honesty and simplicity, no No 'wh-



FROM :nM FAX NO. :5084872136 Ju . 18 2004 J--4. 4 p49

OU'^e-ad[' Ltf-'r'ft*
know, tfrey’roja bunch of manipulators, ht^he-pash-oeojii.e, (

have spoken nf-a bunch of manipulators-as a nest of sn akes.
t\ fgt4^e^ 4^-,y J

JBM: Well,^hey aUJpok oddly reptilian.
; ? z> &

NM: Yeah, we can agree on that. What-was the point'7 l’vr----- >

Because, the movement is larger than jusUhe-Repubhcan -

Nhti^4ahG^fwenUon.4t--9 gonna’ go on from there-r-fhev^ >

not going to sto^/ oti-
("fb

NM: I know^fce^re going to go ott^Q wish they’d take ;

pass on this one- a

separate fight all together and-to-mix it in with this....

etevtrofi'."..' Wefl^what-^e-we hopiugfFor in this election ? I ’
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Kerry is elected, he can repair some of the great-damage

that Bush-did-teAmerican foreign policy. to-Amori-ca s

i*d^ttrerr-nr4he worn. I thiia^jie. will still be essentially pre ■

corporation. There’s M major Politician who-cowd afford 

not to be^pyprcorporatinn, because they have so much.

puwetv-Aml, ^Ffact, if you outlawed the corporations 

tomorrow, America would have food famines,a total
zr/-- ll)c feg-p-t &>-- ^541/^

loss of jobs, ^Cy-eic./T'lie war against the corporatic’fms ---------- z

■^4®@p§dprofoun^)pecause what they’re doing is tk&4s»

deadening human existence.-And|that T think is the/^oreTh 

the outrage that people feel toward the corporation, [here s 

a profound difference between-the-corporatioi^Tand

capitalism itself, when/Capitattsm remains small business.

‘Cause, t/he small businessman is always talcing his change-.

Y4u-soe,^e leads an existential life. He’s gambling ihai ni;

wit, his energy, and his ideas of what will work in the
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ihsre in the middle of lif§, m4he-^rocusses_of'}rfe.

JBM: He’s creating something as well.

rretst, he’s taking chances. Whereas, th<

Hhink it’-S-called, borax, red ad furniluie. I forgel" -

17^— I"

NM: And he can be creating something thaFs awful. He

thing-when 1 think of-it. The point is

^-raatter-whether he’s creating^sometliinggoo

crummy furniture;-what do they call it? J an-be^^reaw^^

thatTRto

•at’s Ih at-word for on im my_stutL

or bad; it-

corporatio^is the rgverse of that. The corporation takes

Capitalism and-fttmsAt inside out. In effect what they sa\ i

^Let’s have an army of gap it dram that’srmorc efficient iha-4.

miidary-^rffiies. Let’s run the thing systematically

coldly. And, let us stop worrying about the quality of out
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produc^^^^^Teliave the power to advertise.

because-we employ that strength, we don’t have to have a

have-gon c-up astronomically in-cost. For example. ..

good product. WhaEwe have to have is something we can
toy

WRHiwh=And^ marketing takes over from the art of

£ENB-0F-STDE ONE.)

NM: The point is that-othejzbo 

fivey-thirty-years ago, I bought a Porsche for nine thousami...

^bueks.

>~~~~irHhe-4ftsf' thirty years. There’s beeiy^gcneral deteriotation
Z’r,

hrothcrwords, what thoy-’ro dotng-ts—

JBM: Well, Hsten, I agree^with you on wfhat-yoif rc-saytng...

of gotten to the rca-f~cui'e~ofwhat thc-real whKgoing on
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fArrd~what the ammunition-iron both siifes~ffwc’rt

fighting a spiritual war ^essentially, against the corporal c *

what we’re missing right now is the ability to say.

can provide for you, anek^ffalce sure you have jobsJSuT^

snake-sure you have food* and-all this,-becau6€bAat they’ 'V 

offering is stability. aW What we’re offering is a belter 

quality of life.'**’

NM: I know, I know, but t^peinu^to wir th
^<4

war weukLtake fifty years at least and a profound set-trf

revolution^in people’s thinking. We’d have to get awa\

from hype, from manipulation, fem advertising, from

b rain washing,feause- Wat we’ve got now is a species cl

economicjaadr political and spiritual brainwashing, total '-

different from what the communists di4tjAmerican 

brainwashers are so far superior to the old Soviets, who

were se^fude and^&fe&s-y at thehybrainwasfring. Ntw-fe-,
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•subtle, so subtle emember years ago when you were

around fourteen, you were wearing a shirt that said Tomn \

Hilfiger on it? And, 1 said, “What’s the matter with j

Not only do you spend money to buy the shirt, but you also

advertise the man who soldTFtcTyouXAndyou said. “Da .1 

you just don’t get it.” AWghkyou were right, 1 didn’t get 1

But I’ve been thinking about it ever since. Now^rnu don't
' \

wear logos on your shirts.

JBM: I wouldn’t be caught dead with it, no. Although. ir.’«

y 'hqrd^jfchTvery hard to find a shirt that doesn’t have a 

logo. And, 1 say that to people all the time: “Hey, you pay

to work for the fucker? Is that what you’reading9” And it

hits; it hits home. So, you wepe-right. I wasn’t right about

that.

NM^Ufight, look, but the whole point is I know how

tough it is. Because, when I came out of the army I was



FROM :nM FAX NO. :5084872136 T.,1. ic n- :• 5 1 P55

Wow, I’ve been in protests, and I know a lot abputtlTern? '

aid, in fact, one of the best book§,Tdver wrote was about

try own immersionJrriCwhich was semi-comic and so

Armies of the Night, if you’re going to mention

JBMrWe won’t.
P^^

NM: Th^-pidnt-k-J^on’t sneer at peoplewho enter proies

movements. It^ often very good for their own personal

development. But 1 would like them^fo^isamtse themselves 

of the idea that they are going to have necessarily any ver
t

good, (Exciting political effect. If they have any effect, il*^

'negative. -BttHhis-k^yty- final word on iu

Beware, beware.-Bee&usey if Bush wi ns^y^very di vi oed

nation,, everybody known what thut-means. He canft solve.

reasons he looked to wor

9/11 what was he facing? The FBI was riddled v ith
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criticism, the Catholic Church was riddled with criticism.

the stock market was way down, nothing was wort mg

e s v. i •

-the--reason—he^was cutting taxes for the ultra-wealthy. He

had Bethmg to offer. Hedmd/U)thing to-offer-exeepi worlc

na^z/
conquest. So, what’s he going to doaf things-goTbad i i ‘n q

SFJg’he’s reelected? If jusFdon’t get better. It just goes cm "A

- - - ---- i
and on, keeps bleeding America at huge expense Things J

are going to get uglier^YouTl look back on the Patriot Act

as being liberal and gentle.

JBM: 1 will never look back on the Patriot Act as being

liberal and gentle. While the protests will not have a direct

political gain—

NM: You agree with this?'

JBM: Yes, I feel confident in saying I don’t see anyway

that these protests could have a direct, political gam I do
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feel that when you’re out there, and you see them al t- •
r

particularly now/3vim the myriad number of different

groups that are coming together for this—you ger a sen.M

that the spiritual revolution may be starting,-and may-be-

awakening. And that’s the only hope, I think, there : s

against curpertaatiofi/jof America.

NM: Alright, but I also tlirnk> if we lose the election. ,

/c? be a very expensive spiritual education. I would be mud

happier if the protest movements could b^preaaoT^(6ver

^wci^Four years, rather than bmugh/to^a focus where very-few-ov. L,

the people involved, from everything I’ve learned about

including this rnagazine’-s-piece on it a couple of rnontfo

4jgo,4habgive»me very, very M^-nope that most of the

Tfiey^Teth inking of ati-the-othor thingsyfHe need to vent

^elf-therapy, the+r^prri&tf^ outrage at

people involved w-^are really thinking of this election,

-9
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what’s been done to them, pe&cal^-their need to gain

some power in the counterculture-f-/here’s all sorts

things-: some reasons-good; sunre~ieasons nol su gonrHsm-K _
p a>

noble, some meretricious. But, it’s a very-expensive time <
^uj' ct. <2*.?^/ jc>'

exercise afrthos<pfivilegesjmd-ab-those dcsiresrtfr'KLalL

NM: Okay>sp

M: Yes, it i

:I

■those needs;—\
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have any. Los Angeles, possibly. But New York is

our only world-city. So, in that sense, it has^adouble

psychology, a core of hard knowledge earned the hard

way on^toaShard streets, together with considerable

cosmopolitan sophistication. SeJTdoes not have a

hell of a lot in common with the rest of America, it

doesn't even have a hoi 1 of a lo^in-common w ith uppei

New York State. Which is why all those years age I

said, let's separate. I saw New York as eventually

becoming auaiogoufiffoHong Kong.

JBM: One final question, then. Starting with the W TO

protest in Seattle back in '99, a culture has formed

around the anti-corporate, anti-globalization, anti­

Bush movement. Where do you think it's going'

Where should it go?
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end with thnt7-bcea»ac T thirric.it s a

rich question.

A good many people of the Right, not flag

conservatives, buttrue conservatives, can feel in
(Xz/ C5>^

-^emtrnm with men and women on the left that the-*

corporations are stifling our lives. Not only

economically, wherecorporations can claim 

t—an_ecoftemis^o argue that point pro or co

corporation is bad for us aesthetically speaking.

culturally speaking, spiritually speaking. They tend io

flatten everything. They are the Big Empty peopled

with suits. One of the virtues of Michael Moore's

movie, if I can go back to it for a moment, is that you

thirric.it
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of the present administration, those empty fa< e$ 

those handmaidens^ and bodyguards of the Big Hmpiy

And then 1^ contrasts it-withtall the faces of Americar 

soldiers over there: innocent, strong, idealistic, or 

ugly, but real faces, real people. Plus all theJjac^ 

^U-those suffering Iraqis. Obviously, people in such

torment are always dramatic and eloquent on film.

Still, most of those Iraqis had different kinds of faces.

That shade of alienation from existence itself had not 

yet gotten into their skin^Whereas the people running’ 

this country 
? 1

with the notable exception of one guy 1'11 get into in a

moment^aiywe-ratherat^ They don’ look 

as human as thee and me. That's a large remark, but I 
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support it. The one exception, oddly enough, and by

this I'll probably antagonize a good many people, is

Rumsfeld. Of that whole gang, he's the only one wl <

seems real to me. In other words, I might not agree

with him for a moment on anything, but he does

believe in what he says. It isn't as if this is the most

useful response he can come up with at this-moment
fir s giX 

order, to wield-mefe^ower. He^s interested in his ideas

first. The power is subservient to the ideas

JBM: What makes you say that?

NM: Because he's real. He reacts. He doesn't weigh

his words. If something makes him angry, he's angry

If something pleases him, he smiles. If he has doubts

about what's going on, he expresses those doubts ?t 

that sense, he's the only one of that batch I'd call an 
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honorable man. Now, I don't have to agree with bin a

all. 1 can disagree totally with people I consider

honorable. But, never have T seen an administration 

which has had, by that measure, so few honorable mer,

and one woman. For that matter, Condolezza

a very complex piece of work, no questjorf But that

she supports every remark sli^niakes with honesty

and simplicity, no.N€LThey are all, with that one

exception^an egregious bunch of manipulators. Sav it

Xus worst, a nest of snakes.

IBM: Well, in Fahrenheit 9/11, they all do look oddly 

reptilian.

can agree on that.
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partZ rev 1 7/18/04

JBM: Wrfl, tack to the protest movement. Where s i

going and where should it go? Because the movement

is not going to stop after the convention.

a-pass on this onez(After all, how much may we hope

NM: I knownfs going Kugetonrbtrt-k^dsh they'd take-?

for in this election? If Kerry is elected, he can repar

some of the endiessxiamage that Bush wrecked on

American foreign pokey, But Kerry will still be

essentially pro-corporation. No major American

politician can afford not to be. In fact, if you

outlawed the corporations tomorrow, America would

t have food famines, a total J6ss of jobs, name it.

ZarfTloolc^ resuts. The war against the

corporation is profound—indeed, it should be

because wtat they're d^+ttg-Wdeadening human 
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existence. That, I think, is the buried core of the

outrage people feel toward the corporation. There's a

profound difference between corporations and

capitalism itself, at least so long as capitalism remains

small business. The small businessman is always

taking his chances. He leads an existential life He’s

gambling that his wit, his energy, and his ideas of

what will work in the marketplace will be successful.

He can be a sonofabitch, but at least he's out there in

the middle of life.

JBM He's creating something as well.

NM: He could be creating something that's awful Bin

at least, he's taking chances. Whereas, the corporation

is the reverse of that. The corporation turns capitalism

inside out. In effect what they say is: j
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1 thing systematical ly^eeHlyt-iAftd/let us stop worn inc

about the quality of our product^bseause- we have the

power to advertise^So longlis we employ that-*4

strength, we don't ha-v-s to have a good product. All we

needpssomething we can sellfbyway of language ano
A.^

image. So marketing takeoverfrom the art of

production. Over the years this has produced a general

deterioration of the real value of products for the same

real money.

JBM: Well, I agree we're fighting a spiritual war

against the corporation. And what we're missing right

now is the ability to say, "We can provide for you. we

can make sure you have jobs, and food. What they're

offering is stability. What we're offering is a better

quality of life."
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NM: I know, I know, but to win this war will take

fifty years at least and a profound revolution in

people's thinking. We'd have to get away from jwpe^

manipulation„^vertising, from brainwashingj What

we've got now is a species of economic, political. and

spiritual brainwashing, totaJ4y-4t4fereflHfo^ ,

eonamunists-tr-ied to-do. American brainwasto$-are-se

faf^iiperior to the old Soviets, who were endless!)

crude in their attempts*af-brainwashing. We are much

more subtle. Remember years ago when you were

around fourteen, you were wearing a shirt that sa-cl

Tommy Ililfiger on it? And, I said, "What's the mattei

with you? Not only do you spend money to buy the

shirt, but you also advertise the man who sold it to

you. Are you out of your head?" And, you said "Dad
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you just don't get it." All right, you were right. I didn'

get it. But jl'vc been thinking-about it ever.sinre-.Kow

Aot-’I notice, you don't wear logos on your shirts.
Yry +o. ^±4-

JBM: J-wcnildn't be caught dead with k, no. Although.

it's hard to find a shirt that doesn't have a logo.

NM: One very luci-poin^I don't sneer at people v ho
rtf' fA? 4/7

enter protest movements .J^can^be w*/ good

kids to disabuse themselves of the idea that the} are

V&cetfG sty
^^fiersonal development. But I would like these

going to haveimmediate exciting

political effect. If they have any^effecty^ could be

negative. And if Bush wins, we're a igapdivided

nation. Kerry can put it together better than Bu^h.

Bush can't solve any of our problems. He nevei

able to. That may be the main reason he looked to
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empire-building. Don't forget: Before 9/11 what was

he facing? The FBI was riddled with criticism, the

Catholic Church was riddled with criticism, the st k.

market was way down,/nothing was working^ 4^/1

"Joblessness was increasing, and he was cutting taxes

for the ultra-wealthy. He had zero to offer. Nothing to

offet^ufworld conquest. So, ^Hats he~go ing’t<f "do"

-jiow if things remain bad in Iracffiu.it he's ree leered*

You'll look back on the Patriot Act as being liberal.

and gentle.

IBM: 1 will never look back on the Patriot Act as

being liberal and gentle. While the protests will not

have a direct, political gain—■

NM: You agree with

Iracffiu.it


FROM :nM FAX NO. :5084872136 i‘- ;ui 31 FM F36

part2, rev 1 7/18/04

JBM: Yes, I feel confident in saying I don’t see

anyway that these protests could have a direct,

political gain. I do feel that when you're out there an<.

you see them all—particularly nowMthe myriad

number of different* groups that are coming together

for thi^you^et a sense that the spiritual revolution
s (X-ll «!/<- •

may be awakening. And that's the only hope, I uwtter

there4s againskgorpjQraHzation of America.

NM: All right, but if we lose the election, it's going to

be a very expensive spiritual education. I woulc be

much happier if the protest movements could spread

their activities over the next four years, rather than

bringing it to focus prematurely. I don't have a great

deal of hope that most of the people involved are

really thinking of this election so much as expressing
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the need to vent, to gain some self-therapy, and to

express their outrage at what's been done to them, plus

their need to gain Sgft^power in the counterculture

There's all sorts of motives, some noble, some

meretricious. But, it's a poor time to exercise our inns'

dramatic democratic privileges.
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;frf'y._and .IBM Interview (Part TTY 7Z14ffi4~~(

I PM Let's talk about protest as an end in and of itself.

Art ihere(othenbenefitsithan the political?

chance to

exercise power where they couldn't otherwise, since

generally they are against the system in one large way

ui another Yet^some of them have serious talents^^7

/NerotTguofilTrl^^ organizing, directing, and

leading. And people who join very often get a good

bit of therapy. Literally. They are^blelo vent real

IBM: W ell, they are also doing something about the

N VI That's the third benefit—a dubious one. You can

reel, yes. ^la^youTe working to change the system,

6Td I JS ? . f ’Qc 9£Tcl8f80S: ’ON XtU Uu: woad
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but are you changing it, or confirming it? Never

assume that a protest is going to accomplish what you

wain it to. r-So^Hany-ethey^ter&^ednvolvedto alter*

05^wke=ijM?^tepsise. If you could talk to the

pec pie you really want to reach out thereomev^^1'^

/Tar from New York, talk to them face to face, eye to

e\ c. they might iSj^listen^styotJ because you do

ha\ t things to say. Of course, you have to stay cool.

Amer cans get nervous when listening to anyone

who's keyed up. Major politicians are always cool.

'I i r one moment, for example, when Howard Dean

lost it. remember? The media never forgave him, fop-

,itr rhe problem with mass protests is that you have to
ia^sS/

pass through ^fesr immense filter of the^nedia. A&d:

'-o c0>/tffew-So you/get on TV for your

0cd c .Z • ' Gk’Z 9£Tcl8fr80S: ’ON XtU Wu: WOdd
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fifteen seconds of Warholian fame. All your friends

say, "Hey, man, you were oniWf As if you've

accomplished something. You might have been

screaming. You might have had your face painted

w th ketchup to look like blood. Even udten-yettYe-

j^’sem;-reasonable on ^,0116 odds (Against being-able -te»

spsark incisively and calmly, are-hugc cvcn for

prac11ceti-speakers. Because, you've ,oiJjust)the one

nioincnt, -asmeone is shoving a microphone in-yettf—

faeephercS bnouhaha all aiuufld, and you are trying to

apeak calmly. So, all too often, protests accomplish

the opposite of what they desire. Over the long-term,

or example, when we had the Marca on

pic tests can do a loti

^Tffiwdratel'y.

i h ; Pentagon in the Fall of 1967, the immediate

Ted ic .c .q-. 9ETC181780S: 'ON Xbd Wu: W0dd
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li n e aeffect over a period of time. In 

pe '1. re\ si jr 2 " 19 04

reaction was bad. The media trashed us. But we did 

s iiiii-ici of'68 probably lost Humphrey the election.

J3M Why?

t in even more Americans felt that anarchy was loose 

i i ' he street so they blamed the marchers 

h /Lest*Jr
\Vell. some-voters did react against the opemand

i.glv^pcictacle of the police beating up'thejmarchers,

< ops A great majority of Americans are^iuuce loving,

*-R-d very much imneed-e4<6ider7We're a country

"/here everyone who came here tore up old roots by

J ei-n ng their home country/So, in America, the

j situ, lance to cause disturbance is alway^in opposition 

10 me other big American desire—which is to express

d Wd.' 3C I. IO it >h 9£T218M302: ‘ON Xbd Uu: WOdd
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good for the protestors, but not always so good for the

candidate you want to get in.

JB vl There's a protest group called Billionaires for

Busn. which is very interesting. \They go out dressed

a? I P. Morgan-style billionaires—I mean, top hats,

a4+d tails, the whole nines. They sit there with

pt c pie txant^frfoolitioifcfi continuance. Americans£i££7

2 -the-mass? don't want their lives disturbedJ?y-»

That's the basic problem with protest. It's

otferedfj was opting for too much change.

pp •: vi- or 1 19/0'1 A / $

oneself, to be free and free-spoken. I can vewSrTor-

candidat^J-thought I'd really get somewhere runnktg?

77
for Mayor ii?New York primaries of 1969, oftfy-te-

9£TcJ F'fgOS: ’ON XtU Wu: WOdd
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p ’olesiors, saving things like "What are you talking 

a tout, man? Are you crazy? Do you know how much 

money Bush is saving me each year? Of course I want 

him reelected! What are you out of your mind? You 

d.tmr uppies! Back off!" And the police don't know 

v hat to do with them. They don't know whose side 

organization was called Billionaires for Bush and

Gore and they were absolutely opposed to both 

parties A few months ago, 1 spoke with one of the

they i c onjHowever, in the 2000 campaign, the 

PE l2

Tgns that are very pro-Bush, and they heckle the 
6

heads of Billionaires for Bush, and asked him why 

1 G.ey were letting the Democrats slide this election.

I He said it's not that they think Kerry is "the solution,"

- •: d I'ldl ?l t > ■ ’ 9ETZ2.8F80S: 'ON X8d m: uodd
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| this is-a ca^en^here-theTesser uf LwiTevttes

[ r^iwumlydhn-bsst-eptia^

\M: H- o u I d 11'l-agiee TTicn*e. You know, 1 happened to

run into Ralph Nader recently in Chicago and I, like a
/a>a>

great mam others, was gently trying to dissuade him

from Ins present course. He's a very nice man, maybe

the incest man I've met in politics—there's

something very decent about Nader, truly convincing

n :erms of his own probity. So 1 didn't feel, "Oh, he's

do ng it for ugly motives." Didn't have that feeling at

a 11 in the course of our conversation. Still, 1 was

trving, as I say, to dissuade him, knowing the

odds were lew-that I'd be successful. At one point, he

said. You know, they're both for the corporation,

Kern and Bush." There were other things going on,

8Sd J 3< : H ’0C)c ■ t tip 9£Tc^8f30S: 'ON XUd Hu: UQ'dd
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and we couldn't continue the conversation. But, it's

line; both candidates are for the corporation, and I do

ag -ee with Nader that ultimately the corporation is the

ureal evil. But in my mind, Bush is the immediate
IrU* CL

obstacle, btezis-a disaster for

example, he works entirety-wtth-sfeganeermg^ 

^m'HTtenTtgWiatlkie-does to the English language is
ex ,:r£L£c l <5, /-gX

URfesretn-^lTby'itself. Bush learned a long time ago

h.u certain key words, "evil, patriotism, stand-firm,

flag, 3te*ywill get half the people in America-a#

stirred up. That's all he works with. Tjteep down, his .

cyn-imm-48 topped-only by4tis-¥auUy. Kerry will be

rtf’er in many ways, no question. All the same, he, ^®z
-/-<*» a,

\ ■ I. l»loady-willy .niljy to the corporations who,

11 my not always modest opinion, are running

82 d I It r. t I J... n£ 9£Tcl8t’80S: UN Xdd wu: woad



- n ; j i:c;. At present, I don't see how any mainstream

p )li ivian can do otherwise.

? BM: I et’s go back to the ’68 protest. What were its

s iccesses?

x M I’d be hard put to name them. Politically, it was

i spec ,ts of shipwreck for the Democratic party.

1 3 VI s there any success you can point to that came

directly from the protest?

NM I Think it was not too bad for a lot of people who

v ere in it, individual kids, who discovered that they

d'd i ;i v e the balls to protest. Because, when you do,

y ou' fear. After all, you can get

beaten i.p. Not everyone can face that possibility. So

r could have been good for some of those who forced

91: I U I j<? r‘J EOZ2.8f80S: 'ON XUd



down the road.

J iN'l

41JJ£
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diemselves into the protest, good for their self-respect

Don't you think thaj^iue to the projdstsj

:he Vietnam War ended?

s M 1'hal was one large reason. But I've always felt 

dial wnat made the suits who run so much of America 

ti ul) nervous, was the notion that they could no longer?

4*aj&tfoi llieii uliildieH/idscd to bo that their children

corporation, they centmued RzinSLead, the 1

trust Any-o? th ev kids

v he coffieffrom the best universities. They're likcly-te------ =-

foul up our files;-oi‘ discover too many of the little~cfe^y—

thin g > been doing. gdt to stop this war~~ ----- ’

h&tciie-the kids get-too crazyjhrthat^sense, protests

1£d Hdf- 9E ic '•'! 9£T228t’80S: ’ON Xdd u'-j; woad
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against the war were serious, were effective. But that's

n )t the situation today,

J LV1 When you have an issue, such as, "End the war

in V ietnani," it's a set goal. You know what you're

going (or. One of the problems with this movement

that I find, is not only is there no leader, but there's no

s >eafic goal to be achieved, aside from, "Get Bush

out lot of the protestors I ask, "What exactly are

>ou protesting at the Republican Nationd^x^
peri-j-

( on \ eniion?"*^tt?83^^^i;rtrft9wer.fc4iavo my, ■
. | I fl Tv**/^^*Co*****' TT<wt +® pfcK 5*4,

■afts^v^-Yau.want to know?**

\M ¥?•$- .

13 M ^ceHcftt. I'm protesting the fact that there's not

3 re. i R epubl ican candidate this year. That they limit

C £ d Wdb 9k I i.' 9£TZ18t’805: 'ON Xbd Wu: WQdJ
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i s i. ) iu-o choices, and instead I only have one,

because there is no true, Republican candidate who—

NM: You speak as if you'd like to vote for a

Republican.

. BM: might vote for John McCain, if he was

i an mug.

NM: You might, but you might not.

. BM: I might, I might not. It would depend on how

he handled himself.

hVl i see. You want two people to choose between.

BM: Hey. I want twelve choices, but since I'm

imned to two, don't take one away from me. Because,

like Kerry, but I wish he wasn't my only option.-And-

mar's specifically what I'm protesting when4-go -

iZd H< I t ui. I 3£T£<L3f80S: ’ON XtH uu: Moas
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KM: When and how are you going to protest? Which

group would you join? D p . r
I f*- C~f>
C_ __ .<TRvFVTTie JZ/g/i Twnwaffinity gronpr- 7W1

/ffWr
~T~*Av<. vul- <>*/<.

Vvf: OK. Of course-!—

.IBM 1 guess my question is: What
/ J ! <L& f

the protesfoo that wouldne a-succ-ess-today?

NM: What they could do is not what they're going to

be allowed to do. It won't

/ instance, they wanted to have a huge march—250,000

pe tpie the city won't let themJYou can be damn

ni t Pataki and Bloomberg do not want to embarrass

George Bush. It would be most expensive for them. If

these demonstrations ever hurt Bush, and he still gets

reelected, New York will be penalized in terms of

. i riving money from Washington. That's one reason

F£d 1 31 : 'I •’CuJc : nr S£Tcl8rS0S: 'ON XtH Wu: WOdd
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people were to walkJJpfotesSdown 5th Avenue

,  7! 9/04

Bloomberg and Ch.

peaceful protest marches<zIf^fil’ a million

rom having

\v inch is where it should be—that could have a

significant effect. Especially if it was a peaceful

r»&Eehr($f cotirseTrfTTOfe-start^it'fr-a- ggmlfiasco^AMdr

/ttr-lwtH-keep saying;one fias trrwatch out-for agents ■>

41h2lycauausir-W^^ the advantage ofthe

-HeptrHiraTTs^HTavmany large-demonstration end up

j a; H ’..i: 9£Tcl8ttB0S: ’ON >ItH Wu: woad



you migh/Kave half a million people there J

bn't want a peacefulbadom-ybu-tvere done 

.0-011? 19'04 —■———_

md furious that they weren't allowed to legally,

iijto the Shee eadow in Central Park. Why?

peacefully march. AndlTpiays into making j eak

NM: S«e^Jo much pla in. They won't allow them

TOscar^middle-America.

demonstration with that number of bodies. One of the

things about the Pentagon march back in '67 is how

peaceful it proved to be. Despite all the negative

media hype that came out afterward, the second word

that came, if slowly, was "peaceful—these people

i7mfms--eveiT^WTttrhttndrcdG of thousand:?

jother-denionstratioiis in WaSlfi tun that were not

■! -e peaceful." march. Thcrc'vc boon-

9£d c If ' fl f 9£Tcl8t>80S: ’ON XUd yu; W08J
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intoHheTITTit^oM'histoi^' nortCButffie ideal

two have a huge, passive demonstration, Ife^ery hard
'tCctf a^-c.

io ^tfefore an election. The people yuirwant to-hireu^

rrdvanttrge . If the election could take place without

calamitous incidents, odds are Kerry will

probably win. But a fmsco-m-New ..York which end-s-i-ft

'"■ioB-and media coverage ffithe worst sort?will give

hish a huge spike. Beeetrse^ut there in the middle of

America, they are terrified that maniacs, young

namacs of the Left are going to take over America.

.Thai's a joke to us, but not to them. Middle America

ends to be compulsively peaceful, law-abiding, and,

laic I say it, not always all that imaginative. When

he > are imaginative, they are usually paranoid. BWi"

v Zd H< llj t ‘III? I "I '9£TZ<!.8fr80S: 'ON XUd Wu: UOdd
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So you don't go off in wild, brand-new directions.

None of this characterizes Bush. As a flag-c«®<^

pj.i -evi i?n2 7.19/04

i s JxuJdngAe-geHhose-swin^wrteisjsdiDLS^JlLli^
20

-K-erryr lemdrrfrbui 1 catlYvolKftnddffi-The people-

around Kerry are toe-awfal, too-d^ngeiuus, tuu nutty."

.IBM: BtrtJJo you think Kerry or mainstream

Democrats are going to associate with the protestors at

N'M: 1 think they'll have people out there, trying

io put a little oil on these very troubled waters.

.IBM: How so?

NM: Well, they have contacts. Power is power. We

" ere Diking earlier about what people get out of a

protest movement. The leaders ofton-get something-..

probably be hints from tho Kerry people: "We'll treat

-\ leader who's pretty good at exercising a little local ,

power doesn't mind getting a little more\So there will

r0u. <3 ’’.nf 9£Tcl8f80£: ..nd
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is.-t4)4)kw-g-t-(» gct those nwing voters whnsayJ_,l_l like.

but'i can't vote for-him? The people •

awutid Kerry are too awfulydoo dangeiuus, too nutty?

JBM: 'fhrtjjo you think Kerry or mainstream

Democrats are going to associate with the protestors at

\M: 1 think they'll have people out there, trying

k pin. a little oil on these very troubled waters.

JBM: How so?

NM: Well, they have contacts. Power is power. We

ere talking earlier about what people get out of a

protest movement. The-feadcrs often get something.

■ leader who's pretty good at exercising a little local

power doesn't mind getting alitde^noreHSo ithere will

probably be hints from the K^erly people: "We'll treat

id j xt A ’?ij~ 9£lcZ8fr80S: 'ON Xdd Wu: UQdd
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\ on right when we get elected." 1 can't believe Kerry's

people will sit by passively and say, "Oh, dear, isn't

this awful," like I'm saying right now.

JBM: Are you going to come protest with me?

NM No Even if I believed in the efficacy of the

protest, 1 wouldn't go. I can't walk any more without
fg 

two canes. Standing in pTac

arthritic knees, W, I'm out of it. ZT

[rives me nuts. Two

JBM: What if there were no protests?

NM: 1 ni not sure that would be a loss. There's so

much anger at Bush. It isn't as if more anger

many people who'ye never thought about

pehyies-befofe- are in-a- rage oafchttY). There-hasbeen so .

tppoh-hretad mismanagement and chicaneryamb

mvrtdacffv*- Even a minority of conservatives are

cd I c •: ■ 1 ■ r 9CTEcSt’80S: ’ON Xbd UP: uoaj
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4 . I've been saying for a couple of

;■ ears that Bush is not a conservative. He's what 1 call

Hag conservative^Y^s not as interested in

< O"$er' at’ve values as in empire building. The classic

( oiiservative. someone like Pat Buchanan, or, to a

inure cxmxple^fdegree, Bill Buckley, do believe that

certain values in society must be maintained. The

(lassie conservative believes in stability. You make

( hanges grudgingly and with a great deal of prudence.

Don't move too quickly is the rule of thumb, because

socas they see it, is essentially a set of

c ompromises and imbalances that can be kept going

( nly by wisdom and, to use the word again, prudence.

So you don't go off in wild, brand-new directions.

Mom of this characterizes Bush. As a flag-O^

£. d Ud< — 9E ■[ 0< 9£TZ2.et’80S: ’ON XUd Uu: uoyj
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iC.m^ewative, he is surrounded by the tycoons of the 

cl industry, plus neoconservatives, plus gung-ho

militarists. who believe that since we've created the 

(g)

greatest lighting machine in the history of the world,

vi s i real shame not to use it. These three different

groups came together on a notion that I would call

"except onalism." The more ideological among them

believe that when the Cold War ended, it was

America's duty to take over the world ykheyfsee

/unerica as an exception, they believe God wanted

America to run the world. All too many Americans do

believe that. Just look at the patriotic fever every time

t lere's an occasion for people to show their flags.

' on \?w fascist nations ever failed to put a huge

f mphasis on getting people‘to wave flags. This is not 

t d Hd, " 9C I.0 I ' ’"'I 9£TZ2.Bf80S: ’ON Kdd yu; UO'dd
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tl e same as calling^B^iascistic—we are not

fascism yet—but even as certain people fall

l td ii pre-cancerous condition, I would say America

c >uict be approaching a pre-fascistic condition. And,

the basic notion behind such an impetus, what the

fear is that America is going to

lose its pre-eminence in the world unless drastic steps

a e initiated. As, for example, taking over the oil of

tJ le Middle East, as well as enlarging our reputation as

a superpower to such a degree that China, India,

J.ipai , (/^Europe, will not be read}' to stand up against

us in any important way. These Flag Conservatives

/ Gul 1 argue, I expect, in their private colloquies, that

id Wd< 92 I l.' 2 3< 92122.81’805: 'ON Xdd wu: uoad
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howfethem There are many indications that the

C hmcse and the Japanese are much more suited to live

ii a technological world than we are. Our long

prosperity has one irony built into it. We have

become a pleasure-loving nation. Fifty years ago,

A mericans were more hard-working. They still

belie /ec it was good in and of itself to work for most

or?your life. That's no longer^ue^inAhe-same-way. In

science, our college youth are weak when it

c.jmes to studying the so-called STEM subjects—

science, technology, engineering, and mathematics.

P ivi-ng wit-te technology is, after all, not sa-vury

agreeable. If one's going to sum it up in four words:

more power, less pleasure. And Americans are

c .ea sure-loving. The Chinese, for example, are not.
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They've had too miserable a history for too many

centuries. So they can put up with monotony,

horecom, and cruel repetitive working environments 

tai better than we can. No one's ever been able to 

convince me that sitting in front of a computer all day

is a good way to live, especially if you're not using the

computer creatively to search for new information you

ret-lh want, but, on the contrary, are carrying out

tusks that you have nothing much to do with, other

than ser\'ingUi^pfG«e6s> The Exceptionalists would

not phrase it this way, but 1 think they feel the need

lor America to become a Roman power in contrast to

other nations wrho will serve as our Greeks. Let China

br ?ut Greeks, and Japan, England, even—while we're

about it! After all, the Romans used the intelligence
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of the Greeks to carry out necessary tasks that Romans

n ) longer had the desire to fulfill.

ever die world

[ don’t think it’s possible anj^ore to take

MM: Can it be that Iraq is telling us as much?
^)° b*cK Mky fIt td&fy

.1 ibvF^M^y-did^hey^S^Sew York forthe

zT)o pw -PUy 44;il hwvc
c on vention ? 4*^py^d3aok;t!0' thgt.

> M A couple of years ago, New York^seemed like

trie perfect place to go. Republicans could attach the

bravers of the New York police and firemen to their

convention. Indeed, Bush may still get a good deal of

r lileage out of that. But a couple of years have gone

1 y r.d we've also learned there are a few things

\ r< >ng about the picture we've had of 9/11. A new set

( f conspiracy theories are building. There are just too

cd Wdl ' 9C I Cl 1 9ET218W0S: ’ON X«d Hu: UOdd
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n an> facts that are not readily explicable. There may

•a el i be room after the convention for the protest

movement to look into 9/11 with some critical

incisiveness. I am no longer a conspiratorialist—I / ,

sjenl too many years afrt-hfit in rhlatijitn (o the~Oawald

..h there are elements here which are not

e:isv :o explain. I don't believe for a moment there

v as direct complicity. In America, we don't go in as

vet for major political coups—there's too much to lose

 -y-oiih©. the powers that be, and we are still a

democratic society. You can't pull off a conspiracy of

d ial dimension without having so many people

; w olved that they'll spill things all over the place.

Hut. -here may have been a sentiment in the

a di i i n istration—let them scream and squeal over this w*-

td Nd! ' 9E 10! eETZiereas: -on xtu Wu; NOdd



nol be that we suffer a disaster. Pearl Harbor, after

H all. galvanized America. Without Pearl Harbor we

might never have been able to go to war in the

company of the Russians. Indeed, Roosevelt was

accused of knowing about Pearl Harbor in advance

and welcoming it. Well, I wouldn't go that far. 1 don't

think rhe administration knewfor^eftaiilthat the

V orld 't rade Center was going to be attacked. Still,

some odd things did happen that day. Immensely odd.

1 here was more than unbelievable inefficiencv. First

Wu: WOddOld rOl
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that maybe the worst thing in the world, might /

9£TZ18t7S0S: ’ON XtU

thev 2,euh&-wefdm-om their flight-center. If they

I .
o- dorcorrect their course, tighter planes scramble to

meet t hem, fit’s assumed a hijacking has taken place.
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Khat didn't happen with the first plane. It flew from

Boston right into the World Trade Center. All right,

; ou could say there's a great tension that builds up in

flight controllers. Day after day you're on the alert.

But rarely does anything happen  ̂that's really big. Past

a certain point you can get cynical. You know,

' Another asshole's wandered off-course." You don't

tecessarily keep paying the required attention. That is

hard to believe in the first place, but what about the

second plane that was off-course? Why were there no

fighter planes up in the air looking to divert it? The

second plane didn't hit the other tower until t&gy

minutes later. That is more than difficult to explain.

ter,. there are extraordinary questions to ask

i-w: the plane thatJaitdhe Pentagon, or the one that

nd i ft .1 ’?>.)_ 9£TcZ8f80S: 'ON Xbd Hu: MQdd



American tragedy|as we havo-aaoumcd. The.

t-fcre wcrare, a poae^—>

behold, wcJre-altack6d"by—iOAUllgJ

That may yet become an overwhelming

in.: |‘Viskii2 7.'.9/04 5^,3 zc/»^zh
■rushed in Pennsylvania. Some serious argumoilcan

eri ain) y be

qeneraH

rational question. Because, after all, who did 9/11

benefit if not everyone who wanted to go to war with

Iraq, as well as all the putative empire-builders who

were ready for an event that could ignite the nation.
y cur '&■

Now .the great irony of IracptfuT only good~that wtH~ i
■ Ml

■ amt out of in my ophrroTh, is that it may have

oeadened these empire-building notions for a good

decade or two. Because after conquering a country
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in;;', offered so little military resistance, the ensuing

cost has been prodigious and abysmal. Temporarily,

we have said goodbye to the notion that America can

inn the world through force. My God, we'd need

twenty million young men in uniform for a start.

BM: Would you say New York is part of America, or
\ /
\it its own entity? /

\M:\is both. New York has a double imttire, which

is why it's\o fascinating. It's like aXeadfast husband

wrio cheats. Moreover, New York is a world city. You

warn :o talk about greatXmerican cities, speak of

Boston, talk abouJ/Chicago, or New Orleans, mention

/ ^P \
San Franciscd. Put m your own favorites, if you have

any. Lets Angeles, possibly. But Nw York is our

ojyty world-city. So, in that sense, it offers a double

I jfr 9ET2Z.3V80S: "ON XBd nu: woad
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the harpoon that hooks McCain. “I owe it to the count™ to

make George W. Bush a better president.” 'th^e6utd be air

tftemert?. McCain could decide, “Yt^es, realty I have to

bi t the bullet and work for^riian I truly despise^$ut it’s

nee essary Amcricaj^eds it.” The moment a politician says

to himself. J>kmerica needs it,” he can shift the direction of

the^xirid within the halls of his own brain.
—

JBM: Recentiy/Gore called for the resignation of all

administration staff underneath Bush and Cheney. But

(icorgf Tenet is the one who retires, and suddenly. Why?

F> M I he CIA was miserably compromised. Everybody went

to great lengths to say that the administration did not lean on

the C1A to produce the results they wanted, but 1 can promise

you. the CIA tUtos not ignore what the administration

c 11111 for Rush do«&»4fsay to Tenet, my way'.”

AnrHhefi Tenet says to the next person^You do it my

■tnHbe'cvnytmwn to the poor guy at the bottom who said A is

Nd x •t’ -V t-tl0c Sc • Hf 9£TcA8t780S: ’ON XUd Wu: UOdd
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i.. bin now says, “Oh, yessir, yessir, A is Z.” It loodirrt woa

ftiat-ppenly People in the CIA are often career-motivated.

i hey know the right thing to do for their career. It doesn't

> ;.i\ s have anything to do with the right stuff so far as

igence in itself is

i> .eally an ascetic activity. Like most ascetic activities, it’9-

intelligence is concerned. YouCTeam quickly. A4ftfty-of^he

people in

r .iserably corrupted. That’s true of every intelligence agency

i . the world They all end up doing what they feel is needed 

y the move to go to war

for their country, for their own career,/(heir ne tep. So, the

( 1A was abominably

a jams! Iraq. Masy analysts who had information that Iraq

Uad/nothing in the way of WMD soon gave it up. The urge to 

s .tisthe president became so intense that Tenet, who was 

: ’ooabh a good directorof the CIA, got carried away. And

h .1 mid - -what was that marvelous remark? He shot both

z 1 d I4d! " 9E ’( 0.1 9£T2iBf80S: ’ON Xdd Nu; W0dd



at didn't keep them-from speaking-itl e difference either

In any event, Tenet had to get out. It would have

b .;en intolerable for the administration and himself to face th 

d scold of the oncoming music.

J BM lie said the biggest reason he was retiring was for the 

\» ell-being of his family.

•iHd'ei 710 04

a ms into the air to say, “It’s a slam dunk.” Apparently, he 

d dn t know that the most electrifying slam dunks are done

v ith t ne ha&d, not two. 1 expect George Bush doesn’t know

IX M Samuel Johnson once said, “Patriotism is the last refuge 

p iliticiar who’s retiring in disgrace.

J UM W hat happens if there’s a terrorist attack between now

l td the election?

X M don’1 know whether it’ll benefit Kerry, or Bush. That's

hard «SSe?to decide ip-arlvarme Bush has been saying to

merca “I've made America more secure. I’ve made

-IS Udi 9C I -..I ? sctsisraas: -on xtu wu; WOdd



A c-erica safer.” He could be hurt badly by a large attack. On
c5/

the other hand/a knee-jerk reflex in Americansl^WhUf^

AheFekJs^hgirtft^ behind the president^ferejrr
>Zz,  

balance, that to me is4tkc a m—'

know the answer. I can’t

ack-wtildJiaY^agreat,■Hend

*rHt4cnl-and spirituftkhock. We-Ulneygrbe the same.

1 AW'WHthd-ill-StHf terror, ■ but- who- can begin to,

the aftermath T We~don’l know what wo’re-

/ ■Att^lAHiboUW'
( ,Z------- --------------

Whereas if a dirty bomb wet weff, that would be-loideoH^,

JB VI feebh What would you speculate would be the

response of Americans if Al Qaeda issued a statement

claiming that if Kerry were to be elected, they would not

it tack for four years? How do you think Americans would

4 SI ii 7-a )- -tri£ 9£Tc2.8t’80S: 'ON Xbd
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!\ M I think it’s about the surest way to get Kerry defeated.

And, if it happened I’d say, how did the Republicans ever get

tc Al Qaeda?

JBM: Can we talk a little bit more about the role of Hitler in

this election ?

N VI ■\Vhttiririt^yd&7^.eMepublicans have been accusing

tfelU-.....—-...... —?

JBM: Ju;

■‘llush in

e er; one

it in to us

a inbred

ebsit'e. |

o 'respon

i) incli^

i i > at t

) io lasi.c
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upper New York/ Stateeven have rfiuch to do

I said, leys separate.\Vhich is why Jthbs^ years a

xismo'po'Htan sophistication/ It d\)es no;

ith the rest of erica, ita let in ctXmmo

saw Ne ork

sari; revision 2 7/19/04 3;

/psychology, a core of hard knowledge earned the hard

wlfyon hard streets, together ith considerable

IBM: One final questionless* Starting with the WTO

orotest in Seattle back in '99, a culture has formed

around the anti-corporate, anti-globalization, anti-

Bush movement. Where do you think it's going?

Where should it go?

NM: A.11 right, i ^t's a rich question.
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X good many people of the Right, not Flag

C ji^rvaxives, but true conservatives, can feel in

34

i xurd with men and women on the Left we

metter-Thefcorporations are stifling our lives. Not 

ne

only economically, where corporations can claim, 

a guably. that they bring prosperity (and, frankly, I'm

\jnZ
c.irtamly not rieatf^noughW economics to argue that 

point pro or con), but I can say the corporation is bad 

for us aesthetically speaking, culturally speaking,

s jiritually speaking. They tend to flatten everything.

] hey are the Big Empty^peoplcd with suits. One of the 

\ irtues of Michael Moore's movie, if! can go back to 

i 1i i a moment, is that you could see all the faces of

hie present administration, those empty faces, those

I andmaidens and bodyguards of the Big Empty. And

U'c d Hd1 91. 1.1 ’ v sosisfaas: -on xud UP: UOdd
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/ "he only one who seems real to me. In other words, I

ft?

pan J ie vision. 7/19/04

then Moore contrasted them to all the faces of

American soldiers over there: innocent, strong,

idealistic, or ugly, but real feces, real people. Plus all

these suffering Iraqis. Obviously, people in such

torment are always dramatic and eloquent on film.

Sull, most of those Iraqis had different kinds of faces.

That shade of alienation from^xtstence itaalf had not

yer gotten into their skin. They might be hard to live

u i .h but they were alive. Whereas the people running

this country are all—with the notable exception of one

guy I II get into in a moment—kind of awful. They

don't look as human as thee and me. That's a large

remark, but I support it. The one exception, oddly

enough, and by this I'll probably antagonize a good

9£lcC8P80S: 'CM Xbd WJ: UOdd
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rlia only one who seems real to me. In other words, 1

n.ght not agree with him<fe»mom&S on anything,

but he does believe in what he says. It isn't as if ntfsts-

i tie most useful response he can come up with at the ( 

'V
'X

moment to wield or save his power. He's interested in

h s ideas first. The power is subservient to the ideas.

JBM: What makes you say that?

?TVI Because he's real, He reacts. He doesn't weigh

his words. If something makes him angry, he's angry.

1 ‘something pleases him, he smiles. If he has doubts

about whaTs(gding^o^-Heexpressesthose doubts. In 

honorable man. NewTtTtmHHra' frm at>

that sense, he's the only one of that batehffa call an 

trfr/ ] can disagree totally with people I consider 

i 1(h>.>iable But, never have I seen an administration,

!.£d WdE'*: )E ^00,?' „f inf 9£TE48t’83S: ’ON Xbd
Wu: UOdJ



••art * r- v sn n 2 7' 19/04

vhich has had, by that measure, so few honorable

nen.

IBM: Well, in Fahrenheit 9/11, they all do look oddly

ept han

\IM We can agree on that.

s not going to stop after the convention.

XIM Nejt/won't. After all, how muchtnay we hope

bi iitftnis election? If Kerry is-&ta©4% he can repair

IBM: Back to tkerpmtest movement. Where is^t '

■.onie of the boundless damage that Bush wreaked on

foreign opinion. But Kerry will still be essentially

>ro-corporation. No major American politician can

if! rd not to be. In fact, if you outlawed the

an ci rations tomorrow, America would have food

c 3d Wt ‘t 19.1 r 31 I.: Sc 114 9£TE<L3r80S: 'ON XUd Hu: UOdd



I installed^md we can't look then for quick results. The

war against the corporation is profound^ ■-indeed, iU

icaupe-they^e deadening humanshould

p;i 1 • nn 7 19/04 a^V

famines, a frightening loss of jobs, name it. T-^gy

ex istence. That, 1 think, is the buried core of the

outrage people feel toward the corporation. Thor-e's-a- - 

(.< profound difference between corporations and

capitalism itself, at least so long as capitalism remains

small business. The small businessman is always

taking his chances. He leads an existential life. He's

gambling that his wit, his energy, and his ideas of

w hat vvill work in the marketplace will be successful.

He can be a sonofabitch, but at least he's out there in

the middle of life.

BM: He's creating something as well.

£i’d : It" ‘■J? ’ON Xttd wu: woaa
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N M He could be creating something that's awful. But

al least, he's taking chances. Whereas, the corporation

is the reverse^of^hat. The corporation turns capitalism

inside out. hr .effect what they say is; "Let'us stop—
'WC.-'lZh

rWOHM^M^bout the quality of oar product. After aH^

‘^Jiavug^he^iDwei^Q-adwjddse^dd&ai^^

/ i/^41 •*" n

we^mplgy^uch^tr^^hrWe don't need-a—

/£ood product. ALLwe-require is something weteari.

i sfteket by way of language and image. Sounarketing 7

h&sjakgn over from the-art of prod-uetien. Over the

years this has produced a general deterioration of the

real value of products for the same real money.

BM: Well, I warwe're,‘BM: Well, I agree we're fighting a spiritual war

against the corporation. And what we're missing right

now is the ability to say, "We can provide for you, we

9CTcl8t780S: 'ON Xbd
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c in make sure you have jobs, and food. What they're 

offering is stability. What we're offering is a deeper

qualify of life.**2"

v NI 1 win this war will take,

f fh /ears 4fcfeas$and a profound revolution in

■peop-te^s thinking. We'd have to get away from

manipulation. What we've got now is a species of

economic, political, and spiritual brainwashing, vastly

s iperior to the old Soviets, who were endlessly crude

“are much more subtle.i.i their attempts.

Remember years ago when you were around wurteen^1 

i ? \nd. I said, "What's the matter wlifeymt^Not only

t o ' ou spend money to buy the shirt, but you also

i d eni.se theNman-wh<fsold it to you. Are you out otL 

icd Nd* r 9E ”EliZ iZ [r\f 218^80S* ’ON X8d Wu: WOdd



JI right. you were right, I didn't get it. But now, I

be. cc. you don't wear logos on your shirts.

. BM: t try my best not to. A-khcmghJfs hard to find a 

i- hirt that doesn't have a logo< 

nicr protest movements. At the least, it can be good 

«r even necessary for their personal development. But 

vvould like these kids to disabuse themselves of the 

dea that they are going to have some immediate 

ixciting political effect. If they have any, it could be 

tegative. And if Bush wins, we're a most divided 

in11on Kerry can put it together better than Bush.

Bus i.. an t solve any of our problems. He never was 

iblc to. That may be the main reason he looked to

9£T2i9t-80S: ’ON XbJ uu: woaa
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; GuHread^' And, you said, "Dad, you just don't get
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empire-building. Don't forget: Before 9/11 what was

ne facing? The FBI was riddled with criticism, the 

( atholic Church wa^-riddkd withtmrttetsm, the stock

market was -waydown; and-nothingw^^s-werisng^vefl 

joblessness was increasing, and i^tfvas cutting taxes

to] the ultra-wealthy. He had zero to offef^Tothing to 

oi'leiphat is/but world conquest. So, if he's reelected,

what^^e-gabgdb do if things remain bad in Iraq?

You'll look back on the Patriot Act as being liberal 

and gentle.

JBM I will never look back on the Patriot Act as 

being liberal and gentle. While the protests will not

have a direct, political gain—

NM: You agree with me on that?

:d c .t~ 9£Tcl8t?80£: ’ON XtU Hu: WQdJ
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JL3V(: Yes, 1 feel confident in saying'I dohTsee

< itanyway fert-thesuprob

political gaimudo feel that when you're out there, and

rr--

Ha 11 He. jMfrwV O-V p^p1*- 
\ Ou see rhwMrH^particularly now with the
n; Ik.
4iumboF of groups that uro coming-together fer4hi«—

\ ou do get a sense that the spiritual revolution may be

awakening. And that's the only hope, I believe, against

the total corporatization of America.

\M: All right, but if we lose the election, it's going to

be a very expensive spiritual education. I would be

much happier if the protest movements could spread

their activities over the next four years, rather than

hr nging it to focus prematurely. 1 don't have a great

deal of hope that most of the people involved are

re v. v thinking of this election so much as expressing
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ibe need to vent, to gain some self-therapy, and to

e.'.prcss their outrage at what’s been done to them, plus 

their need to gain power in the counterculture. There’s 

all sorts of motives, some noble, some meretricious.

Bat, it’s a poor time to exercise our most dramatic
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<r -------
—1 "Naturaily, the common people -don't want war, but after all. it is the

leaders of a country who determine the policy, and it is always a simple
matter to drag people along whether it is a democracy, or a fascist
dictatorship, or a parliament, or a communist dictatorship. Voice or no
voice, the people can always be brought to the bidding of the leaders.
This is easy. All you have to do is to tell them they are being attacked, /
and denounce the pacifists for lack of patriotism and exposing the /
country to danger. It works the same in every country." 

Hermann-Coering, -Hi tier's Re i ch ■ M a-rsha+U- < i



illion young men in uniform forXstart.

JBM: Would you say New York is part of America, or

N VI J-t.iu both. New York has a double nature, which

is why it's so fascinating. It's like a steadfast husband

who cheats. Moreover, New York is a world city. You

p- ’Vvuon. 7 19/04

that NTered so little military' resistance, the ensuin

otion that America canwe have said goodbyehiQ t

Qod, we'd needgh force.un the world t

odigious and abysmal.cost has bee

32

is it its own entity?

w ant to talk about great American cities, speak of

Boston, tafk-abutrt Chicago, New Orleans, snentimv

San I rancisco. Putyour own favorites, if you have

anv Los Angeles, pess+My^'But New York is our

only world-city. So, in that sense, it offers a double

9£TS18tz80S: 'ON XUd Wu: woaj
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psychology, a core of hard knowledge earned the hard

way on hard streets, together with considerable

cosmopolitan sophistication. It does not have a hell of

a lot in common with the rest'of America, it doesn't

even have much to do with upper New York State.

Which is why all those years ago 1 said, let's separate.

1 saw New York as eventually becoming comparable

.. to Hong Kon;
1)

Where shoujdHt go?

A/IM .

\'?ykxAll right, let's end there. It's a rich estion.

protest iif^eattle back in '99, a culture has ed

porate, anti- alization, anti-around the anti­

Bush movement. Wh p you think it's going?

One final question^J^ens Starting with the WTp
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JBM: Well, feel like they're ^mnbrrtrTg 

rsentethingr-They^re doing something about the was the \ 

feel.

NM: That’s a third benefit—but tbis-Ts a dubious beneTh-r

Because very often when yon’rcTn-otcstingySu can feel, % 

-thaUt-hs going to accomplish what you want it to t

many other filters/mvolved If

you eem-get4ewtHhcrc-aftd talk to the people you really 

want to reach whe-are out there, somewhere, far from Nev

York, iwrHiiy parfc'dar exfimpln ynn talk tp them face 

to face, eye to eye.they might well listen to you, because 

you do have things to sayjn-a-pr

FAX ND. :5084872136

that you’re doing something to change the system, but tiia^



FROM :nM FAX MO. :5034872136

-that Americans ace-very nervous listening to anyone

who’s keyed up. The-per feet-demonstration of that-rs^he 

jasay/^ajor politicians are always cool. Arfd^hi ■

tTmerfbr^ample, when .U4m-pean lost 

moment they/never forgave him for it.

^IbM : Howard Dean. -

VM: Howard Dean, yeah. What an error, I rnigmas well

have said James Dean! (LAUGH) BjjrTdon’t want to use
/

:he point (DISCUSSION^BOUT WHAT WAS THE.

.AST POINT TOUCHED UPON)... I was saying that y o|ii

can’t alxya^s know whether it’s effective or not. The shi ft

teM_QmUias to make of ones understanding of protesxs..if_,.j

them io that-k’s-aU got to reach pcopfe-wittry cur

-"own-voice humanly,-one on ortc-T-Instead, yau-gu dwuugp-

Ctlie immense filter of the media. And tlie-mema-distoru.

everything! Yott^et on TV tlmHuglu yon
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man, you were on TV!” As if you’ve accomplished

/4/Z
Tfteen seconds of Warholian fame. E^etybodysax^j’Hei

something. You might have been screaming. You migir

with ketchup to look like bloodhave had your face

foi

Even j^ou’re semi-reasonable on TV, the odd^ugamsl

being able to

practiced speakers. Because, you’ve got

this-/nornent, someone is shoving a microphone in your

face, there’s brouhaha all around you and i^-tha4-t+mj/’vmi

are trying to speak calmly. Thatls-th^xeoptirnrmoTrhe

rulc^S o^vory often^protests accomplish the opposite of

what they want. Over the long-term, pretests-eam

-accomplish a lot-very often not immediately-J,9L ex am p te,

when we had the March on the PentagomJlTiemmiediate

reaction te4t was vcsy bad^in-the-medift. The media trashed
u>e:

us and trashed us attd-trasb^d-tks. But,
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deeper effect we had was we got under Iftnden Johijsef: >

skin. Because he knew that he couldn’tjbring fifty thousand

people to Washington to support hispolicies. And. as I said

before, all thesejni^dle-class people who didn’t warn to gut

hitovefthe head with a club were on the bus coming So 

tha$4»d^ccumulative effect over a period of time. Bui
~ Z_w lAjJkky ~—-------------------------------------------- ■-------------------- ' ~ " >{'"

assure you, if Linden Johnson had been running for ;

reelection, and the March on the Pentagpmttad taken place
/

a week before the election, opafweek before the conventio^

alt which he washing to be nominated, I think it would nd

navgjtara a good effect, but a bad one. And, indeed, -J 

demonstrations in Chicago in /68, wh+ehwer-e hugc.-entlec •>

uprprobably;losing Humphrey the election.

NM: Well, because Mm^riea reactod^Th-c point is that a hx...

JBM: Why?
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&& D^Cle*.

matghersToy thcnrbeing beaten up. Bu^cve^moFe peorte ~>
<£u*C*A

rgaeted against the term^that anarchy was loose in t he

■Streep. Americans are very peace-loving, very much i i

need of order^all the time. We’re a country where every on

who came here at on? -time-^r another tore up their uiwu-

dea to express onesel^and be free and free-spoken But->

roots their ewrbhome country. Jn America the sense-e-t 

not causing disturbance is
L>

wjien-you’re running in an election, what people warn-

pohticiuns^umd-I can tell you this from my own

disappointing experiences as a candidate-/"! thought Wj

reafly-gehseiiicwhcic as a candidate, and-what-I discoverer

was-that peopleddn’t want what I was offering, flwe v\ a-

/too mucirdlahge^being suggested. Leave-o-ut of it tliauL

maybejxva^tJhat gootLa€a_candidate—theref^cna..

measuring that, that’s irpcrsonal factor, indeed. But -they -»
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t:

.rted brinei bur wit, and our this and our that to it, out

\ere in ’69 and started talking about at was what v* Hi ,

N ;w Y ork—what was ri \ what was wrong, and ™ e

it wo’d raise a storm. Well we didn’t. Anduiie^rF-tH?

reasnrrs'we didn’t is tliat^vkat people want in politics/m
yXjl MS'! I

politicians, is continuance. They/clon’t want their To es

disturbed by politics. Andfoat’s^n^of the profound 

problen^ with protest. Protest is good for the protestors 

to get in. New, lot mo just, add-one, more, elemenuo i kiat—r^-4-

t know how many people who are going to be 

many really don’t cartSYou see, it could be a Nader redux

I know in 2000 I voted for Nader irrMassachusetis. which 

protesting’ace going to want Kerry to be elected and new 

is a safe vote, but my whole feeling was it didnSumitre -
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Avho^was^elected, Gore and-Bush weie very-much-ahktk..

Andwas I-evet iiroiu wiong. And-that was true-fer-many

JBM: Right, I -felt the same way-. There’s a protest group

called Billionaires for Bush, which i s^very interesting^

'preteM-grottp. They’ve probably gotten the most press out

of any of the organizations. And what-they-do i&7hev go
Jj.

out to^retest dressed as-gtayost Monopoly styles

billionaires—I mean, top hats, and tails, and the whole

nines. Andjhey sit there with signs that are very pro-Bush ,

rand4iW"«apital+m, and they heckle the protestors, say ng

things like “What are you talking about, man? Are j ou

crazy? Do you know how much money Bush is saving me

each year? Of course I want him reelected! What are y ) .i

out of your mind? You damn hippies! Back off!’’ And the

police don’t know what the hell to do with them. They
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don’t know whose side they’re on. However, in the 2000

campaign, the organization was called Billionaires for Bu;h

and Gore, and they were absolutely opposed to both part ie s
fa 

An^T spoke with Andrew Boy d^ one of the heads of

Billionaires for Bush about ita-little bit, and he said, it ’ -

not that t-hey^hink, Kerry is “the solution,” Kern per fee:

by any means. It’s just that wertrailyrtare-st-th^—

We-4on’t take a step back-it-could all be lostr-And this is a

case where the lesser of two evils is, not only the best

option, it’s essential.

NM: I couldn’t agree more. You know, I happened to i un

into Ralph Nadei/m rmf®® and 1, like a great many

others, was gently trying to dissuade him from his course.

And at a certain point-he said, parcnthetiea44y±eVaTm^
c(.

fnice mariTmaybe the nicest man I’ve ever met in politic^ -
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not the hig,hebt accolade of all Lime, btrHrrpret y

gQodT-}»rettyfa-goo'd; a lot-office' people in poHtics. Bub,

■Cherek something very decent about Nader, truly

convincing in terms of his own probity. So I didn’t feel.

“Oh, he’s doing it for ugly motives. ”/®dn ’t have that

feeling at all in the course of the-conversation. mt
CL?V

J-^want to makc-is, as 1 was trying^to gently dissuade him,

knowing the odds were low that I’d be successful, but tha«4-
Aja 5> <g >

rstlunttlTy7he-sfttd at one point/“You know, they’re both

for the corporation, Kerry' and Bush.” And, we let it go — >

tliereT-l?ecau®e'^ere were other things going on. anc we

couldn’t continue the conversation. But, it’s true; they re

both for thejorporatioi^JJds fos/that, onec-Kerry huddled

-because Ido agree with Nader that ultimately the
)5fa

coq^oration is the great evil. Bush-is the immediaLtrift-my-..

-mindrhe^ the immediate obstacle^because I rhin^hjg^x^
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th

it

xi can measure what they did, and, possibly;

e wrong direction g hope that the person who's leading ■

is at least reasonably capable -doing what the\ do, m

vdry ba an for president. Even if your country's going ir \

unt,-vain man, airPve-said-already. He^s-a—

sras+My can come tcrsue-that it’s wrong. Not with Bush- —

-j&trsh works entirely with sloganeering. Hedeamed-a long-*

time ago that CHe^-tH^certain key words target half the 

people in America going, and that’s what he works v nF.

Sfr’s. immensely cynieflllfeep down. Jlis cynicism is topped 

only by his vanity. Afrighfrso to me there is a difference- - 

just in what you deser ibed^-Eet Kerry get-ib-and-sec what 

stillthe same old central tnadying.gning nn for.ci 1 C_ 

he-doesthe’ll be better in certaifrways?f©n-&tttie. no question

better-in mrmy ways. Whether-hels^t a higher level, he Is 

corporationywho are running America*, in-my mind, that ->•-
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p<S5>C^£t <C

another matter. Then protest movenients-in between

£fectwns^an-hav^ But to try-to effect ct 

<wrth-protest movements makes me nervous beyond— 

measu^&rTthrrrk it boomerangs:—>

JBM: Let’s go back to the ’68 protest. What were tw

successe?U34he^^fotest?\

NM: ’(r8? What wine the.successes*? I’d be hard put to

name the successes, bgrausejywas a disastey
yv>^<= 7

JBM: Is there any success you can point to that came

directly from the protest?

NM: I4on’t know. Can-yeu? Thinking back on it? ±mvsm:i 

j^did write a book-about it-r^femvi and the

I think it was hedthy/ioralot of people who were in it.

individual kids, who discovered that they didfrh-knt^w^tf-—

the balls to protest. Because, when you p«e4c44 \ ou

can feel a lot of fear. I^-very easy'to fcclm-hcll of a lor-of
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/VW
fetrT-Arrflyou can

you^favor, not-cverybody uaj/du it-Some-peoplc can t -~>

"•begin to-go neai danger. So foqThose who probably- forced

thensandrbtrt, you knowrirs nul i-uutme^

oieJacing true danger, cverrif tho-o s are very mrrtr^m—.

momenc-x-oir-

themselves te-get into thakthe protest,would be -very-good ’

JBM: Right, I would say that the war in Vietnam and the

Civil Rights Movement—the war in Vietnam ended, and

the Civil Rights Movement came to be, because of rhe

realization of how many people were behind

V
NM: The Civil Rights MoyepjeahWasgoing on long before

that—

JRM: sttll-to the Vietnam WatT-I would say
* *C. vpJX, "ifc ?

•^Tharit^Wthe protests^jt large part? i«-part.thank&-to-dehi4--^

Kerry-air-wel4T-that the Vietnam War ended.
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la 1!A
NM: That was one big Reason. But I’ve always felt that .tbe-

£ wotp<r<a£c.

made the people /Tie ran

^rAmerica truly nervous, was the notion that they could n> •
( iV •

longer control their children. Used to be, iH-the-Avho+e .

<i^rpDi?ate-senserthat your children entered the rorperafioii

3#e£-yoH got to the top of itrYow children entered the

corporation and developedut. Instead. fell ‘We

Mrust the kids who come from the best universities
<s>c< -P'Z&t)

They’re likely to feoHround with our records. They-re

4tWy4e discover all mings we’VS been doing.

They’re likely to unhorse ii^ We’ve got to stop this war/

The kids ase-gmng crazy.” And it wasYhstation that enp ; ^>4^.
<z^^>

toyt. But that’s not the situation today. The-situatixnrncnday

4s thet-a-lot-oKhe protestors who are running^(ttfed'ea pres 1

by^mvrAHhe leasT some ofdhe_prQsJiave been through

t
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JBM?

Yeah. Others have been around for a long tune. Xri^j.*

the professiohattsn4ifj£nieans that it.becomes^ thine i

itself. And that also-—^elffwe’re getiih^off on a side-ira: K .

JBM: My point is jusf^hatlMien you have an issue, such as.

“end the war in Vietnam,” it’s ^wet^jeiear, defined poim.

■i^s-get a set goal. You know what you’re going for T%?

•problem, Ae of the problems, with this movement, that I

find, is not only is there no leader, but there’s no specific

goal to be achieved, aside from, “get Bush out.” ')

JVM^YAu-e-a-n imagine some of them are saymg. The heft

sfith-itT x J

JBM: Exactly. Evuirthaf^ diluted.-Now^ lot of the

protestors I ask, “What exactly are you protesting al the
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Republican National Convention?” And there’s not an

answer. I have my answer^ as to-what—>

NM: Ety-fhe-way, I might be interested-by4hat. What r-

your answer?-----

JBM: You want to know?

NM: Yes.

JBM: Excellent. I’m protesting the fact that there’s not a

real republican candidate this year. That they limit us to

two choices, and instead I only have one, because there I-

no true, republican candidate who—

NM: You speak as if you’d like to vote for republican

JBM: I might vote for John McCain, if he was running,

NM: You might, but you might not.

JBM: Tmight#butJnnrighf4iat. It would depend on lur* 1 e

handled himself,

6



FROM :nM FAX NO. :5084872136 J-.. 1 :■ ) < > I F1 ■

NM: I see.^ojn other-words, you>^ wanting two penpie
4s k-c >

thftt-you can follow?------ .

JBM: Hey, I want twelve choices, but since I'm limited t(

two, don’t take one away from me. Because, I like Keny,

but I wish he wasn’t my only choice. And so, that's

specifically what I’m protesting when I go there Buu- .

NM: When and how are you going to protest?-)Yett-'W,

gYwyto- protest whemyfM i’re there?.

Which group would you join?

JBM: The High Times affinity group.

NM: Okay, alright*. Of course!

JBM: Of course. But, I guess my question then is: hew-cati.

wp succeed today with the protest? What ccffltd the protest

do that would be a success today?
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NM: Alright I think vyjyatthey could do is not what the-, e

going Ito do, It won’t be even all their own fault. For

instance, they wanted to have a huge march—250,000

people—the city won’t let them. You can be damn sure the

city, and Upstate, ^aki^n^loomberg)having-cK

do not want to embarrass

George Bush. It-not-orriy invobres^their own-pnde-as---

pre4^kmal^ohftcians,^^OLild als© be veg^xpensivr- lb)

them. BeeassejTwe^these demonstrations were- batHfrr

Bush, New York would get hurtfin termsof receiving

massive peaceful protest marches.^Now an immense protest

money from Washington, j ush got reelected. So^tHat >

one element-.'Spythey^fe-flceeping them from having hug

march—if half a million people were to marehun protest.

down 5lh Avenue, which

where it should be—that could have an effect. Especially ii
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it we a peaceful march. If riots start it’s a disaster A id,

as I’ve said now and again and will keep saying, one ha<

4-ng that’s large end up in a blood)

riot.

watch out for agents provocateurs. It’s very much t< tdis­

advantage of the ^publicans to have any movement, any

JBM: Do you know that to date, there’s not one perm l
M—-'yA,

’ that’s been given out?

NM: Be careful on your facts.

JBM: The one organization that looks like it’s going to ge

a permit is Russell Simmons’ organization, hfesonn

NM: Which one is that?

JBM: Essentially, their main focus is the Rockefeller Drug

Laws. It’s much more to do with the black community
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NM: Ask yourself why will

pTghfJV^wtot-srrre-yeu-h^-rtgh^^ —

‘eemuTfown to thHT. I think others will get permits.

JBM: I don’t know. To have not given one permit at this

point is almost insane.

NM: Yeah, I know, but they’re doing that to weaken the
<x^> ec r __■

opposition. It’s an old tactic. If you/ftomt know whether

you are going to Jjs^Wmarch legally or illegally, n: does a

lot of harm to your movement. JMees a lot of Iran fi'Ty'rhe - >

<Rjnrak.-Qf.the people who are-going to marek—Lhaktlic

x-factierThat’s an ugly, political tactic that they're perfectly

capable of using. But why are they going to give it to the

Drug Laws? For an obvious reason, so all of America on

TV says, “Who’re the people that support the (democrat-

want to have more druggies around.It’s thi

JBM: No, no, I don’t think so.
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NM: You don’t

JBM: Russell Simmons, a.k.a. the CEO of hip-hop. is ve-j

user friendly.

NM: I’m not talking about what Russell Simmons wants.

not-talking abouMfrs-pregram. I’m talkmg-ab^rtlv

perception of it. Just think of what Fox News is going i o do

JBM: It’s going to be a celebrity fest. H^gomgjo have

ninety A-list celebrities up there. It’s going to be an

extravaganza; it’s going to bring ratings.

NM: That could make it worse.

JBM: Exactly. And, organizations like Poor People's

Rights Campaign whtFve been planning a march for ion

years ^jthe same daye£hafyhe decided a couple of months
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refuses to speak with=8fee??fe~Honkola, of the Poor -e< pl

Rights Campaign. Her organization is directly impacted 1 j

the Rockefeller Drug Laws. It’s a no-brainer that she

should be attached to his march at the very least, and get

some stage time. However, it’s happened before. And, she

suspects that the word was given to Russell that if he

attaches her, he won’t get the permit.

NM: It’s aJKe-ttPsuspicion at. the very least:.

JBM: But what this is going to do, I think, reinforces wh; t

you were saying a moment ago. She’s going to march it t

or without a permit, and a number of the organizations an

goingy^t. S^me-won’t; lrut~ornmber will. And I think hat

they’ll be crazed and furious that they weren’t allowed to

legally, peacefully march. And it plays into what-wrwf1—

middle-America.

it a freak show that scare/
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NM: See, everything plays in. Yeti-askedTlTer“Wfi^fhv -

ittetiP?-’’ They won’t allow them into the Sheep Meadow n

Central Park. Why? Because you might have halt a rm I to:

people there before you were done. And, that they don'

were peaceful.” It was not a bad march. There’ve been

^4^bwT5SacefuTt^^iiarch proved to be finally.

Hftder all the negativ^fiyjxTthat came out afterward, slt^v-ly
(.£ t

the second word that camejwas “peaceful—these people

wanUjSst they don’t wa&fl a peaceful demonstration with

half a million people. One of the things about the Pentagon

other demonstrations in Washington that were not riotous

^with hundreds of thousands of people. I won’t get into -1 en

it’s j*®t old history now. But, £hft&5the ideal is to ha' e a

huge, passive demonstration. It’s very hard to do xmdeHAe.

-c-hcumstarrees-. As I-said, ewen-tf the ot^atH^aikms^

themselves reeognize th-e-mvportancc of this. The worfr-
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time to have a huge e-pr^--

•rcteetegieal piutest, people' fi'OllT attrnv^mses-currting —

•together,is before an election. Bocause/Fie people vol

p <s>fe <s*»-
want to damage with your protest are precisely-the one»-

•whe4hise it given their connections to the media .--A-nd-str. -.
c<pe^

in that sens£jhis4%fi recipe for disaster^hat A going oik ■

If the election topic place about the way-it is now. <pcTds~are '

Kerry would probably sUghtly win^oMhe merit. That seeni»

Ttrbe-tlie general picture-of-U

faini-Boston, mayheumt—He. should .get a spik^-4n-4wr.,

Bttsh-hds to get that spike fast iii’New York.rAttd a/tasu > i i

New York o£the protect movernenh which ends in riots

•erasmass, and media coverage of the worst sort, will gi\ e

Jxiffi a huge spike. Because out there in the pjtftfofA meric; . 7^?

lfcatareTTut4ibigxby^them!^^

thhi:~l4¥ey j-i+st are terrified that maniacs, young maniacs of
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the left are going to take over America wdiich-is^ij^kc/f ii

not fee them. They w veiy/peacefiil, law-abidingfaricC da-e

I say it, not always highly imaginative. BtrtUhere they ar5

imaginative, hwi they are paranoid. And that what Bush s

looking to i&Jiis-awffig-vote^these people whe don^-hh^.

■him, but-are ready to like Kerry, can tune

for Kerry/’ thoy’llrsay.-^The people around hitfare toe

awful, too dangerous, too nutty.”

JBM:-Bat, {2 you think Kerry or-^mainstream

democrats are going to associate with the protestors at: I "I

NM: I don’t tfrmk-se, mv-tm__

-JBM^^neanrhQW dchtfiey VievTthe-pffitestors, as allies. 0/

'-as4mntile2—__ \
NjMr-¥otrwant my guocis^fthink they sec them as-rcal- - •

trmibh^fniatfOTiy guessr-New, they’ll have people out

there, trying to put a little oil on these very troubled waters
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JBM: How so?

NM: Well, they have contacts. Listen,(j?ower is power W-.

were talking earlier about what people get out of a prou -.t

movement, and I satd/fie leaders often get something. A.

leader who’s pretty good at exercising a little local power

doesn’t mind getting a little moreipower. So jPthere are -

hints, lef-’s-sayg^romIhe Kerry people?^IsterrlTeaTTrTTigf'?

■W^fi2e’ll treat you right when we get elected.” .

-ch all the time; happcns~to have an old cliche-woixL. .

d-egreUingr-A-lot’o going to bc-going-xm. 1 can’t believe tee-

j^moerats will sit by passively and say, “Oh, dear, isn’t thi.

awful,” like I’m saying right now.

JBM: Are you going to come protest with me9

NM: No, for arvcry-simple reason, Even if 1 believed in die

^protesh I wouldn’t go„ because I can’t walk anymore

without 1-^anA-st^dJhi^^ StandingitiiTAs
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/'I ■Kl. 4.
me nutsf\vith-my^rthrrtt^Qo, I’m out of it. TWemt-F—- ->

got to pass. But, listen, ideologically I might not go (Jb-jet'

on the basis of what I’ve been sayhjgr-Kvould feel ti al

■. naybe if the protegt&Were quieter the chances of getunt y

Cemxrfected would be greater.>

JBM: What if there were no protests?
<5?

NM: I’m not sure that would tat. There’s so much arigc

at Bush, ITisn’t as if more anger has to be mctak So m.e y

people who’ve never thought about politics before are in a

rage at Bush. There wa^sb much brutal mismanagement
Ol. ♦*<-' ci

and chicanery and mendacity^surroundiftg-l iis~i ughue?-^

want to get into. I want to get into why they be

baT^^\^^

JBM: Why have they been s^ad?

NM: Are you ready? Are we through withui^etlier

questions? ';

been so
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AreahrfeTs get into

WHETHER AL-fc-OF THE QURSTONS-HAVF Rl^-

WERED). What ate the-rcpublicans-updod
O_C^ £r>

NM: Well, you havc-to-divide the republicans te-begm wii

I’ve sand fui a Iung4ime4iew, a couple of years already

that Bush is not a conservative. He’s what I call a ;tflag

conservative”. Afldy-by-^fiag^anscrvative,’’ I mean-t-hat-

^e-’s not so mu^sinterested in conservative values a>J*e^

in empire building. The average con&epratweyffie c lassic

conservative, someone like Pat Buchanan, and. to a lesser
23 K

degree, some^jiedike Bill Bue-kwheat^a-much lesser dcgre

<b*rt still, believe finally that thereby certain values m

society that-they-want to maintain—that they-love. dw •

•eherish, and they work far. And they can-work fot-their

ch^ftl^QLJiQLsiiJC^^ classic conservai

rftnal-ty believes in stability,-dwt^ou make changes
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grudgingly and with a great deal of prudence. Tharym>

^>n’t move too quickly, because society is essential]} i sot

of compromises and imbalances that can be kept going 01 L

by wisdom and, to use the word again, prudence. ThaU-oi-t

don’t go off in wild,^insane, of^trteftsg^oS brand-ne \

fix <:f
directions. NewxWone of ^Characterizes Bush. 1-

a conservative. Htfts~what+eah-axcflag conservative,^md:7C

liadaas-n^great-draai-of poopleia^nd4HH^thaWmr^an-b^- k

created the greatest fighting machine in the history of '.lie

world we ought to be able to use it. ihe><-

"I Cli

down into several gregitpWhe oil industry, -tfee

neoconservatives, wfeWeHewitz and ceffipaox?anu

"5-7
militarists, who peaUy believe 14we-

three different groups thaS^Ttogether on th? notion

thft^^go±ad^4o-aga-m-aiid againland to a deg ret. th<.

are^what 1 call “exceptionalists.” In olbei^wordscrirc ^Tc'Ttr’ *
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the more ideological among them bel

that when the Cold War ended it was America's dun- tc

■geed-mawy Americans fM do believe that. Th^patrie^ 

take over the world. They see America as an exception.
fi zlfit-// y[God wanted America to run the world. And, there ay&-a-

fever every time there’occasion for people to show rhe>

flag^r-emindsane-of^heTactth^ Wry few fascist nai 10m

ever failed to put a huge emphasis on waving flags. And ,o

in (hat sense, and this is not the same as calling their

fascists, they’re not fascists yet—I-donXwant to be nam^d- . 

<a&.sayillg they’re now f^-wts—but (certain people st* i i < •

a pre-cancerous condition, 1 would say America^ new i i
feisty7

pre-fascistic condition. And, thepotion behind it all- arrA

this is a notion that conics I’d sayout uf my understanducgr »

•-ofAt 1 dumWi+nkUh^yd-agreew^ —

"'fhrgxTyn^rvrrtives22—buKvh-aHht^ahsc^^ - -



FROM :nM FAX NO. :5084872136 T._. 1 . 1>i )j- i-:; 3-1 F31

wh^EtheyJaehiove^ what they fear terribly, is that Airieri i :■

going to lose its pre-eminence in the world if ore sue

steps are not taken. As, for example, taking over rhe oi! f

the Middle East. As, for example, developing such a

reputation as a world power thatthey-don ’t-have-to^coiui uc r

every count^-on-earth-hardly-ahall, but they can get-

America into a position-pf such power anrLsuch-pr^-

-^cmfeence that other-countries, major countries. Chin i, 1 id 3

Japan, gflost 5J*Europe, will not care to stand up against i

in any important way. Beeatrse^heir feeling isflFthev don’

do^haHhtrpewei of v^rwonemiog is going to go aw-ax „

’’fere are many indications that they^are much more suited" *"

.Jer/atechnological world than Americans. Are vory.

prosperity has an irony built into i^, whidHsUVe’x e become

a pleasure-loving natiotVttra-way-we-never were filfv-yettia.- -
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I c ^O*€. Z^~
(ago, oneTiundred years ago, The-wcakh we bniitrdie-pown .

weJau-ilt came out of the-faet that Americans are tod- •

(■working and dedicated dnUTcaky believed in working I >r

society, That’s no longer true in the same wav at all. I fogy

•-•^gtovriTrThcre*Te Certain statistittTthatb^ that out In

<$-Ae.*- ‘V—’S-
’^nriTfiWf^tudTcs-of science, wo are very(weak compared to

Asiatic nations, and anmc European jiationa in the quuM-ti.

engineering, physics, economics, science^aftd-so-4eM44-

BM: Right, we have a country that works with our bar

<hat?NM:

stly filled with peopleJBM: We haVe a country that is

who work with their s.

NM: Amerietf?

M: Steelworkers, construction orkers—

L
NM: No, no, no, I don’t wardio-getr bat. lhai > joi

trueWfydiatTf is is the technological arts of the^wenV, -fti si
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yet^re going £o sum it up in four words: more powei. it ss

pleasure. And Americans are pleasure-loving. The ( luties* .

TuFeXampte, are not^pleasure-rloving...They’ve -haffioo

miserable a history for too many centuries. They can pr :

up with monotony, boredom, and cruel working eeg+mey f: i

better than we can. And-whcn it comes to technfrtep— •

sitting in front of a computer all dayjlhb one’s ever beet

able to convince me that way to live,

especially if you’re not using the computer creatively t<

search for the knowledge you want, but, on the contrary.

are carrying out ^aw^u^flrograms that you never had

anything to do with, other than oonying them-out- if -
■ •} Cfyi A 7^/

<that sense, ttedyasic-Teetirig is-that America has io bccunc r ---
(/I p A u&-

Frrnwffi-fW¥wai^. Ftm bdking_ahont4Kpr “evneptinnnlu^' ---- '

: j
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—now=and that-thc^otherTiations willserve as our Gieci. *.

Let China be our Greeks. Let Japan be our Greeks, wntro
' c~/~/

-way-thflt the Romans used the intelligence of the Greeks t< ■

carry out thdjasks that were necessary-that the Romans nc

longer had the desire toJulfrH^QtMhe other hand,

tp to a point, is a very militaiyiiatiun. The SuutlrHor-—

i cxampl®r4s absolutely devoted to militaiy scrviccmnrv^y,

ibat-a-good many parts of the world nodonger are ..to-.

JBM: Okay.

NM: Make a n of what you want to say, because ; lo>u

LhTrrrHitar^nieedT^^ needsTcrbe-mw*?- ■ ••-.

sorry I interrupted you before, but don’t interrupt me v.han'

/’m at full speed, even if you’ve got something' good t.

continuation.tn

-of-th®
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brer mistakes that they'ie 11 taking—and certahtiy-teey at 7

sefrn-it going-into Iraq and how-hard it’s been fo-evenufo<

oven4hat-couirlry=^4s that it’s not-pessible anymore wfoi-

htrl-rtary force to take over the world..The days o£4he
& &>.£{/

Reman Empire are-don^ because of the technology-fee- ~ %
L£J> G^r
-foaekout in New York, a great number of pcopte-whu-kwe^ '!

what they’re talking about in terms of the computer <ydrid

are deachcertain that that was not an accidentJnat wasn t a

tree-limb fallihg down and knocking ouka pipe That was a

computer terrorist attack. /

NM: This takes us into anjafnbtJnterview altogether, i don*!.

want to get into thajZi really don’t. ItXhard enough tc kcc]

ourselves restricted to what we’re doing. OkhyJei me g?\ e

you apdinswer. I’ve got to stop for a moment for othbr

reasons. '

(TAPE STOPS)------- ------- ----------------'

3:
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•ndTnf W~-

JBM: And-we’re -b.aufeE Why did they pick New York (nr

the conventionfixu^lation tcr9/1 (•?-

NM: Well, my hope is that we’ll get boomerang. TliatWs

is an example where otest movement—(ISSU E S j
___ i
DOG OR SMALL CHIT,D INTERRUPTING I. 1

-Bush built &o mtnulinnfliis appeal that hc-wc

the terror attacleoP^TTy^hSFit-wa^an^ntragc to tire-

^Aaterican systeffl-^all tliatraLRhat-stuITweTmew— and

that, thei efort, New York was asvondanfeliplace to go,

Ofecause-it would bring back the memory of 9/11 to

everyone. And-tte he may still get a gieat deal of mileage

we’ve learned is there werenserman^fhings wrong w-w

/WllSaHhefe^s^new neximtf-eonspffatoml^ 1 dfn g(

because.t/here are just too many facts that are not *
ey-f1 ■

'explamabj®. Even the commission that looked into it under
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him, that

w-smuTamaTq^msaymTingsuTara^^----

advantageous. The others—ohdmanipulative^iunrrirpirlative

Not that e^with him on anything, bupwfiat comes o|f

ot come off the others is a kind of imegrijy

feaks from the gut whenTre-spgaks. And |

aie some among them who are impassioned and tru)

iTrampulativerThey wouldn’t know what the truth is£
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D OF FIRST SIDE OF TAPE

being an asshole ifh this, but IJkfok at everyone in that

JBM: RightxBefore we get into that, I me if I’m iust

vhat: first all, we don’t know—politicians are veiy

senseVf fun—

1 half of the interview foi* is precisely^whai < aFStake

for the\;publicans?

cabinet and there is a tril\tfr6ught that, these guys never g it

aid enough. There’s

NM: Let’s not g^finto that in the interview. Lil tell you

JBM: Can we talk about the moderate republicans’ role in 

this election a little bit? Like McCain, for instance? When 

he came out strong for Bush? Why?

NM: We can talk about it. I don’t know if it’s relative u>F

ouMsigger-^iscus^ a side note, a sidebar UHatf.

ifmiglh-evenTie^rim^^ I think McCain
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bare!

<daave4eunafce choices thatare

•>
onest man. yoi

which way the wind is blowing, acd-always-pay-attitutiuxLin

tl*©JAdndr or you’re dead as

a politician. You can have the honesty and incorruptibility

of Ralph Nader, but, as we see, that does not get you

elected president. So, even ps

McCain,^finally—ifyau’-io-ambitious

could be

president. 1 could be a much betterfepublican president

than George Bush ever dreamed of being. Whereas, if go

to become pretty damn phony. Attd-you^ave/tokno  w:

you have to smilemext to people you despise. Andrm^xUxi
&

choices. Very few people can be politicians, because-you- -
^.tx x- _ . . -■> .xx x . x>.-j'-

A certainly has every righy^anHed^e-pnesidentH^ 1 think

he- wants to be president
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-i*uny

_wins, andl’m there for eight years, they’re not going to de

MGCaiikl&se, I’m doomed lack sheep in my

t^eif^odjEpomeja
~ ’ "~r

sjnntnn ftrturethcrCr. And ifiK-crry Jocrat.JSn

TTtyuraI^hoiee7-^Cause^asa4^publicaJ:rwiGe=presidcTrtfI gc ■

n o whwardfrlf/Kerry loses, i

anything with me. I’ll be a lame duck vice president/W r'«

Whereas, if I go with Busly/i^ he wins, in four years I’m the

logical choice to be the republican candidate.

too com]^{cpt£d. T don’\wpm to get (ntOztliat right noV

a ionstitutiprial Amendmefit, but tnat’s/M: lere could

SdTwwz,^egger-0r^self.’’
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_____________ __ (3?
Schwarzenegger -out-of

“I’m the logical candidate, if Bush winsJfJBustHoses, I’m

still the logical candidatejoFtfierepublicans because I was
a , 3»a N

loyal to the^arfy/’I don’t necessarily wirKhe nomination J
______ — —---- ---------- ' ~~ “ '

in-3008, but Fm in there. ArftTffiie republicans will know
/

I’ll be the only possibility to beat either Kerry or Jsuhe- —

McCain’s

JBM: However, if McCain comes out strong for Bush -

say, he were even to run as his vice-president. Bush wins,

has another four years unchecked by reelection. The

amount of damage he will do, the amount of critique lhai

McCain has had of Bush in the past four years. I can’t

imagine he^l be able in all good conscience to put up wnh

what Bush would do with another four years. How does 
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that put him in a strong position to run for president^ if he

kowtows to Bush?

NM: Well, for one thing, Bush may never take McCain.

because McCain wouldn’t kowtow that much. Second of a 1 

president, if I were vice-president.” I 

on the harpoon tharhooks “1 owe it io the

politicians do have their vanity, I would remind you And

McCain might thin& ‘^Geey-lfT-were -vioe-presidencT^w

usEjGeorge-as-an-emplywessed/fcould influence Ainn A

cankbiirfluenceliim-.a-lot. He could- a uouuh- better

country to make George W. Bush a

better president.” That wetrtd be oru^/Se element^ in--.

McCain deciding/4Yes, yes, really I have to bite the bullet

and work for a man I truly despise, but it’s necessary.

America needs it.” The moment a politician says to himsel’

“America needs it,” tbey-prutda-a-loi^

5:
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/t<_can shift the direction of the wind within the halls ot their

own brain.

JBM: Recently, Gore called for the resignation of al

administration staff underneath Bush and Cheney^ because-
/ J & 4G

aLtlre-waFinA.mq;/ete^^@tex^George Tenet is the/bne who

retires, ^uddenly. What-dt>-youJhink-weiiiJni£Ulia^

Whafedo-yotHli infc~ went mW4huLdcc i oioiiOfhy-w^.F^fe -

siiddejgjy=x©tire?

NM: kiSpk-,^eCIA was miserably compromised, in-my

uapjmeii. Everybody went to great lengths to say that the

administration did not lean on the CIA for their results^ Ltd'-

After the year? Tye spent —IHbjnfcGt^ty^^ i

can promise you jhatiay

'undor^tand+ftg-e'f.the CIA wThafyetudoftT-ignore what the

administration wants. Let’s stop the crap, liis-j-wst-

.-■ -i4dterixiti&.--What~happensis that it isn’tJhat Bushpax/ to

5c
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Tenet, “You do it my way.” And then Tenet says to the

next person, “Now,You do it m CP z/
way^ The next person - /

the poor guy at rhe

bottom who saidthat-A is A anchnow says, “Oh, yes, sir..

yes, sir, A is Z.” It doesn’t work that way.

who^e-in the CIA are ■ caree ■

motivated. They know the right thing to do ia4erms^-f the r
A^z*gz-

career. It V£xyj^r0U»^anytinng^ the right thin I

mAhe-Cl

is intelligence is concerned. You ^uicklj^eanv

talf the people in the CIA, the power shakers, 

the power makers, the power brokers learn what's needed.

Intelligence in itself is fi sublime ascetic activity, &ttjjke

most ascetic activities, it’s miserably corrupted. true ol

every intelligence agency in the world. They all end up

doing what they feel is needed for^Hrcountry, foe theii

own career, loLtlie next step. So, the CIA was abominably.- 
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innny-ophiieii^was-ftbominably corrupted by the move io

go to war against Iraq.-

gave it up. le urge beoame=s©-

iat Tenet, who was

would know th^ slamdunk is (done with oneTTand, not twc .

I metaphor.

^JH^hiohTsniangeFOH^fo^Bns h.

probably a good director of the CIA, got carried awa j.

And he said—what was that marvelous remarkjjw-made^ =

That-shst; when he with Hvo hands—“It’s a slam
fl i

dunk.” Well, if he knew anything about basketball, lie

anyone who had informal^ >n

-Butryoti-knows George Bush didn’t know the difference

8
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out. It would have been intolerable. Hejstew^feiw^get

the biggest reason he was retiring was for the well-being of

his family.

JVM: Honey ^forgive me forTahingyou my dean'But--' “

JBM: Jesus, man— ’

NM: When you sawsorffething as simple as that 1 have to

say “hpney^And the women be damned. Seriously, that
arlefe^Samuel Johnson reader

“Patriotism is the last refuge of a scoundrel^’’ )

the family is the last refuge of politician who s

retiring in disgrace.

59
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&

out. It would have been intolerable. -gta
t ■"T. '/ 6.^ az / - n

oufr’-He-dMtr^-gefci^ without knowing _ _.
~f~&e ‘p'ti.c?. ?.(?

%soA<gjf-when to getanU

JBM: He±adbone-hne-that stugk-Qut-to-me, when/h^said,

the biggest reason he was retiring was for the well-being of

his family.

: Honey, forgive me for callmgyou my dear,1)3-

Samuel Johnson made^

--NM^dcih the family is the last refuge of politician who's

NM: When youjay^orfi'ething as simple as that T have 10

say “hcmey” And the women be damned. Seriously, that

“Patriotism is the last refuge of a scoundrel^”

JBM : Jesus, man—■

retiring in disgrace.

9
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are no facts, and there won’t be any Jory ears to come.

v

ex'oncTCts

What happens if there’s a terrorist attack between now and 

the election?

NM: Well; that^s-sheer speculation. Youhave to say whai - 

kincLof terrorist attack? One thingLean-answer you is.

terrorist attack between now and

ILbcnefiuJ don’t know

whether it’ll benefit Kerry, or filHfhish.

It’s ^hard onet-o-name in advance. Bush has been saying :o

//

M: 1 agree. T’m asking you theoretically, because there-' 

M: 1 don’t get int bretical things, because pol h ics

ahnosfmever approaches a theory.

s

I’ve made America safer.” He could be hurt veay badi.y by a
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pretend to. Aed^ako^fhe character of the attack wott4d have

a great deal to do with it^9/l 1 was the essence of

fundameE^ tyhuck^histeHC shock. We’ll never beiRBjgqnww*!

to me is like a 55%/ysT45% question, slightly in favor of

Bush. But I really don’t know the answer aad-wouldnA

jerk reflex in Americans^thaS&yben’s there’s^fouble^to

...Amsoea you rally behind the president. So, on balance th u 

the same. Whereas if a dirty bomb were set off, that u ould 

athJUcan^t%egirHe4Tfty^

be hideous/K would inspire tremendous terror but theie- 

We don’t know what we’re talking about.

JBM: Right. What would you speculate would be the

response of Americans if Al Qaeda issued a statement

claiming that if Kerry were to be elected, they would not 

6?
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attack for four years? How do you think Americans a ould

respond?

NM: I think it’s about the surest way to get Kerry defeate 1

And, if it happened I’d say, how did the republicans ever

get to Al Qaeda?

JBM: Can we talk a little bit more about the role of Hit let

in this election?

NM: A little bit, yes. The republicans have been accusing

the democrats of being Hitlerian.

JBM: Just to clarify, “/^oveOn.org” created a campaign

called “Bush in Thirty Seconds,” in which they put out the

word to everyone: make a thirty-second commercial at

home and send it in to LiSj-and we’ll pick the top—howevei

many-—one hundred, two hundred^nd put them up on the

website, putthem on television,perhaps. They got

thousands of responses,, anti a lot of them were damn good. 
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so they put a bunch up, but there was one that likenec Bu fr

to Hitler. After a day or two they immediately took it off

and “f^ove&n” said it was in bad taste. But “MoveOn” is n n

part of the Kerry campaign. “MoveOn” is an independent

organization—so, theoretically, it’s entertainment; they cm

do whatever they want to do. The-Bttsfr-eampaign,^ri the

Bush campaign reelection website, they put up an ad.

which^^ayeu-aaid-befere, likened Gore and Dean and

Michael Moore anrnKerry to Hitler, “MoveQn” as 

weli-^ey tied “/novel^n” into it as well. Aj^L-they-do-mat- - 

saycompletely. When

both sides are accusing the other of tendencies towards

Hitler, has the impact of Hitler been lost? Because, when I

was in grade school, Hitler and World War II was still fresh

enough that that was the embodiment of evil. Now the

w en so bastardized and so cheapened frtyb.e-pom.:

<7
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wherefratrt-even sayit-anymore -with-a^aight face. I

onder if for the generations below mine^i^Hitler has tin.-

same impact? And if not, what does that mean'1 What4s-

thafgoing-te-do'?

somewhat more impact than Attila the Hun, but it’s not tha

immediate. Unpeople who lived through the Second

roportion in all this. Bush may be, in my humble opinion.

'St

7^^NM: Oh, I think for yettr generation pfohabiy Hitler has

World War arid^heir children wbo-feeLthe-impac^

‘(^ovefin.org” so inseri&jive to thewere the people

defeat George Bush? Wh^reUid i me from, the ad Why

nse ofreperc ions of that? Because, one has to keep a

that the person who wrbtejhat ad sincere in wishing to

ing interesting about^with my suspicious njdnd ..

eds of ads came in, right?-th^rg^wefe hu ' assume

some

d-ef it. Let’ s go into-the thing, because thereV -
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Bush is the most ignorant president we’ve ever had

Parenthetically, at the time of the festivals couple o

weeks ago, about a month ago now, ever$mody was

talking—I was infuriated by it, because I never, obviousb ,

had a very high opinion o£mm. I said, “Regan is the most!

' overrated presidenpXin my opinion—“Regan is the most

overrated president in America’s history and the second

most ignorant.” Then, I said, “Guess who’s the most
i

jH^noranl?” Well, we don’t have to wonder now who I had

jii-mind-fe£ihe-secondT4ihe4hing^^

-which is;~he probabiynev at

said to himself, “I don’t deserve to be president.”
VAcc Z-,' 4>

s't* , & es iit t & y, ,,
vanity of the man stands out with every smirk. He literal!)

cannot control his vanity. It seeps out ofhun. It’s ar-T-
/K ^CC^> Lt f y Al 4 A - 6^yZ * A

fherelS'too much-oil- in-a-pigs-hladderand-h-keeps-teakmg .

out-oTthe place-where_y4m4jit-the^bladderno-4^eeix4l4€-^



knew more American history, I might be authoritative

enough to say he’s done more harm to this country than any 

president in history, btrtT'doirtErro^

'mueh.dHWhurt us grievously/He^s'/fiot Hitlei^ and-Ldon 11

th+nlc4here:$-aJJillerjj^^ Even at his 

’t conceive it. Bush is essentially a superficial 

man. Having the evil imagination to stand on top-ef—
X >U;

destroymg^vhaievet^hwas, six million Jews? And thafcks
<2 vp ■>' if*

jast-part-ofht—-maybe ten million people all together in the 

concentration camps? Or, Stalin, with the twenty million

IhnEwsreJ^led^ Those people are a different order of

'0
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years of Vietnam.

anything to Hitleri-afi^vOT^omparfeg this war at-preseii. 1.)

/t? Vietnam is a stretch?fia^as4hexa&ualtie^ayAJ2eerJ^et’;

face the fact, fiftyAmericans were killed in the ten

"tfiafcould yerhappen in ten years

i(arable numbers/then_I ^eakLsay,.
*¥es, itljwqs as bad=as=Vietnam~ But ^efTkeep7propoilic ns

jn^g^ywYtTiod1* onc-renson-TTre^iohm this -

inXeryie^fe34Si th0oss^Tfftjruportiem -

JBM: There are a lot of similarities between the war in Iraq

and the war in Vietnam. Just because the numbers aren’t

the same yet—we haven’t been there for ten years.

NM: There are a lot of similarities, there are a lot of

dissimilari ties^amLone of the weaknesse&-o£-the -liberal...„

mirid-^-idTheadghtwving-inind-i^hcmTOrnmTtftey^^
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r . . vV i

/ some kind of connect i on, tnq/can even be tenuous fhev

I don’t give a damn, they’re off racing wirtHt

JBM: Right, but here we have a cpdntry that we invaded

where the people don’t necessarily want us to be there

some of them do, some of them don’t. (

NM: I’ m not gpmg to waste our time in a long discussion j

of the^sipadfarities and differences. Everybody can figure it

am for themselves that’s read this far in the interview

JBM: I agree with you on Bush not proeessmg the

wherewithal to be comparable to anyone remotely like

Hitler. What about Cheney?

NM: I feel it’s fair game to insult politicians on their^ac^-2

^/ahiJbn their strengths, if they’re ugly strengths. And {here's

plenty to attack Cheney about. But there’s no evidence

whatsoever that he has any interest in liquidating huge

numbers of people in institutional ways. He may not give i

72
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medical care, mi can’t say that’s Hitlerian. Let’s keep the

JBM: Yes, I agree. Hewewy my estimate of Cheney from

out there. Ancbpolitics in bad enough without stedgmg-4 urn

further- /

(m i ill
damn about(people^dying of poverty«-Jusfbecause you

every speech I’ve seen him give, from every word I’ve read

that he’s spoken is that i^t^omes4owmio_cusi^._ .

rffeebveness-mJiunw^^ KXpiesti on. He ’ Pgo i n g-

^fcTHrnwhat’s wst’-emcient for his constituents, regardless of

how many people have to die in the process.

NM: Well, he doesn’t see it as people dying in the process.

He sees it as the weak being put on a railroad siding,

speakfTIe sees history as being made by the top 1% o .’ the

'3
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people alive, and it’s to the benefit of the other 99%

because the 1% at the top knows what they’re doing lar

better than the bottom 99%.

/

'/got

to discuss the way those guys see themselves an^Ak-hat tho\

see is the neeC which 1 think is the second half of the

interview. And, 1 \puld truly like to sleep on it and come in

fresh tomorrow. (TAlKaBOUTXtOPPING

INTERVIEWING FOR TO^AY, NM congratulations

JBM on doing a good km interviewing). Is there more von

want to say right now? \

JBM: There's one question... \

NM: Yeah, absolutely. \

administration. Do you want to save that for tomorrow ’


