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Congress willand

sixties; are not oldthe

scars to be covered, but unseen bruises that still deaden the

confidence of America.

Yet

find the
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last decade. How

So long as we believe that- it is impossible to learn
O =
C p rT

the truths of Dallas or the truths of the murders of Martin

Luther King and of Bobby Kennedy, then their deaths are too
2 S 2depressing to contemplate. Yet we pay an incalculable price

1

of the historical despondency of
GJ / •__ 7* '

promising if this new administration
O r '

recognize that =the assassinations of

------------ ------------- ------------------------------- ------------------------------ UJ--------------------------------- ■ -----——---------------------------------------

for living with these unsolved crimes. A clear idea of the

character of the past is essential to a democracy, without
f § - ■

knowledge of what actually happened in an event, how can
o . ■ Ct

debate its^meaning?

Now we have a new administration seeking to take America

even as we hope to see in the Government a will to
° I ?

truth,| we do well to remember that this new will
5 Q. ~

was born in large part by the refusal of Americans to accept
cd kz

_rn I—

the incongruities of the cover-ups. So the involvement of
GJ . ° .

popular forces as as important to this question—now that it
-O 75

has been re-opened—as it was when Congress was still resting

determinedly behind the Warren Report.
o
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I believe no organization has done more to force the
| s s'

assassination question back on the agenda of the Congress
— •

than the Assassination Information Bureau, indeed there may
>■ - O
E e e

be no betterway to keep Congress keen to the ^Liveliness of
O J- O

these issuesithan to keep the AIB's functions intact. The
2 .0) >

work of the AIB office in_Washington is essential to 

maintaining pressure on Congressi for instance, the House
~ i

Select Committee on Assassinations ought to be monitored

closely by a knowledgeable outside conscience; the media can 

use help in dealing with the intricacies of these killings

and their cover-ups; and the researches of independent critics

of the lone-assassin theory also need a place where they can

concert their findings during this re-investigation.

The AIB has been doing these things and I think doing
” "bEthem well. I-t wants to continue its work and expand it.

Naturally the next year and a half will be a decisive period.

We will either fight our way closer to a few powerful

revelations or be thrown back further by the failure of such

an effort. If the latter, it will probably be years or 

decades before such lost ground can be recouped. For these
~ E “

reasons financial support for the AIB now offers more 

Cheers,

0)
w

w
E

Norman Mailer

acceleration of its powers and possibilities than at any

time in its history.
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FBI and CIA further could also be discovered?

(Indeed, who in these organizations -could be certain

there was no such damning evidence?) Under these cir-
CL c/) .12
<D oj • >

eumstances, how could it fail to be in the interest of
the CIA and FBI not to have%o live with the SClect

- i o

Committee on Assassination and so be ready to apply
a

pressure and sabotage on its workings?

It is, however, to the interest of the American 
public to have the Committee in existence. X*The Select

Committee on Assassination may be imperfect, impractical,
cjko Isa demon for poor publicity ond-bo riddled, for all we

'•/ ■ q_

know^with undercover men working in the Committee against 

the interests of the Committee itself, but it is the
'ir o 05

on these matters ant

only investigating body we have in the House of Represen
ro a
to subpoena recalcitrant witnesses

o listen to witnesses who have 

studied the flaws in the Warren Commission Report for

years. By its existence, therefore, the Committee rep-
a

resents a threat to anybody who would hope to maintain
> O' ra
g CD ‘ ~

public apathy about the assassinations.
~ c

Such public apathy exists for good cause. So
■o • E =5
c e e

long as we believe that it is impossible to learn the
e g co

truth of Dallas or the truth of the murders of Martin
sz. cn

2^ CO

Luther King and of Bobby Kennedy, then such deaths are
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too depressing to contemplate. let we pay an incalculable 

price for living with these unsolved crimes. clear
§

notion of the events of Sts- recent past is essential to
E co

a democracy,*" JeiF-without gttcS knowledge of what actually
1 € °

happened in ;an event, how can one debate its meaning? If
0) 0) *>

CC P ■

we do-not-know whether Jack Kennedy was killed-by^-the
I ' . •— co

5 • S 3demented act of an isolated man, or by the lonely act

of a man driven to insanity by his continuing tangle of

relations with half the secret police agencies of the

world, or^by the concerted act of a group of conspirators

who employed Oswaldas the set-up; if we do not know whether

the murder of Oswald by Jack Ruby was an attempt to spare

the First Lady all the discomfort of appearing at a trial,

or an order that came to Jack Ruby out of the chain of

communication that ran between the CIA and the Mafia,
OL ' O O
O CD ' '

then we do not know which history we are talking about,

nor which history we can act upon. A man or woman can

Use with the avowed unfaithfulness of a mate longer
d) jc Cl -

than they can endure the total ignorance of not knowing
U_ CD =

whether the mate is a monster of betrayal or an angel of

fidelity who is being accused only by one’s own paranoia.
i s' s

In such a painful situation apathy replaces obsession.

.co

E

0)
cn

This does not mean concern for the
O o

that it is virtually suffocated by

question ais gone; only

despair.



1 his reproduction was produced by the Harry Ransom Humanities Research Center, The University of Texas at Austin, PO Box 7219, Austin, Texas 78713. Manuscript material that is still in copyright may not be

3

e
5

S
G *3'his ren

CO

*3

is
&

B7219, Austin. Texas 78713. Manuscript

O

P

$o

s reproduction was produced by the Harry Ransom Humanitiesthe copyright owner. This reproduction may not be transferred to any other person or institution without the written permission of the Ransom Center. Th

ansferred to any other person or

I
s p

hl

*3
P

C
*3

O
<3

c
8

o

£
G

to
<t>
G

5
5

*s
r »

H
a
Q,
D

•J

©

13' 0 i

a
•oo
8.o
§

institution without the written permigi^

&£

Q E

£ &
°C

ifiersily of Texas at Austin, PO Box

&
tt

3
*D
•3
o>
2
»

o c o
►tr som y* S3

o
Copynghtpaw) without written permission of

&
a

•O BFter tn

B

&a
quoted from or published (beyond

O
O' CD a aM |U. o o•S & s (B ©

£ OS P*
© G

•s a.a ©
at at

St P

to •
u

B-
5 o

a Ct £



FROM :nM FAX NO. :5084872136 Hay. 21 2304 12:2FFH P2

-............ V0R|i TI,IES METR0 N Fax:2125564108 Nay 20 2004 1 6:03 p. 01

The NewYorkTimes
Company

Fax

Phone Number:

To:

Company:

Fax Number:

Norman Mailer

308-487-2136

From: Ruiha Haljuci

Company: The New York Time*

229 West 43,d Street, New York, NY 10036

Phone Number:

Fax Number:

Email:

(212)556-5988

(212) 556-4401

newscontnott@nytimes.com

Dirt*: May 20,2004

Total Page* (including cover): 4

X Urgent  For Review  Please Comment X Please Reply

Natei: I have bwn asked to forward to you the attached copy of The New York Times freelance
writer's contract and W-9 Form. Please review, sign and return the contract as directed nt the
bottom of the second page. If you have any questions about the content of this contract, please
contact either your assigning editor or Michaela Williams, Director of Editorial Contracts, at
(212) 556-1918 or mickev@avtimes.com.

Sincerely,

ItUlh/1 Haljuoi
Editorial Contracts

mailto:newscontnott@nytimes.com
mailto:mickev@avtimes.com

