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INVESTIGATION OF THE ASSASSINATION OF
PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 1978

House of Representatives,
Select Committee on Assassinations,

Washington, D.C.
The committee met at 9:35 a.m., pursuant to recess, in room 345,

Cannon House Office Building, Hon. Richardson Preyer, presiding.
Present: Representatives Preyer, Stokes, Dodd, Fithian, Ford,

Edgar, Devine, and Sawyer.
Present also: G. Robert Blakey, chief counsel; G. Cornwell,

deputy chief counsel; D. Purdy, staff counsel; Elizabeth Berning,
chief clerk; I. Charles Mathews, special counsel; S. Jonathan
Blackner, staff counsel; Mr. J. McDonald, staff counsel; and
Howard Shapiro, attorney.

Mr. Preyer. The committee will come to order. The Chair recog­
nizes Mr. Blakey.

NARRATION BY G. ROBERT BLAKEY, CHIEF COUNSEL AND
STAFF DIRECTOR

Mr. Blakey. Thank you, Congressman Preyer.
During yesterday’s hearings, the committee heard a report on a

computer survey of Jack Ruby’s telephone calls in 1963. One con­
clusion that seemed to flow from it is that Jack Ruby must have
had reason to call a number of individuals who are reportedly
connected to the hierarchy of organized crime, the American
mafia. Since there is no way of being certain of the topic of the
conversation, what is known just from the fact of a phone call or
calls is itself not certain.

In some cases, we have the testimony of the persons called.
Generally they either don’t remember being called by Ruby at all,
or it was about the AGVA, American Guild of Variety Artists,
dispute, or whatever.

In the committee’s final report, the Ruby associates, that is,
those who have been identified by the telephone survey or by other
means as in some way connected to Jack Ruby will be examined in
detail. But to illustrate the investigative process the committee has
followed in this important area, one of Ruby’s associates has been
selected for public examination at this hearing this morning. That
associate is Lewis J. McWillie who was in 1963, as he is today, a
Las Vegas casino employee.

The committee’s investigation has shown that Mr. McWillie’s
friendship with Jack Ruby goes back to the fifties, in Dallas. Since 

(1)



that time, Mr. McWillie has worked in gambling casinos in
Havana, Cuba, as well as Las Vegas, Nev.

Mr. McWillie has entered under the rules of the committee a
specific request that there be no photographic coverage of his ap­
pearance and no electronic coverage. That means no one is to
photograph or keep lights on or use any tape recorder to record
Mr. McWillie’s voice or face. Mr. Chairman, it would be appropri­
ate if an order be entered into that effect.

Mr. Preyer. Pursuant to rule 16 which read's in pertinent part, at
the request of any witness who does not wish to be subjected to
radio, television or still photography coverage, all lenses shall be
covered and all microphones used for coverage turned off.

At this time, the Chair directs that all lenses be covered and that
all microphones be turned off.

Mr. Blakey. It would be appropriate at this time, Mr. Chairman,
to call Lewis J. McWillie.

Mr. Preyer. The committee calls Lewis McWillie.
TESTIMONY OF LEWIS McWILLIE, LAS VEGAS, NEV.

Mr. Preyer. Will you stand and be sworn, Mr. McWillie. Do you
solemnly swear the evidence you are about to give in this hearing
will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so
help you God?

Mr. McWillie. Yes, sir.
Mr. Preyer. Mr. McWillie, pursuant to your request, all micro­

phones and lenses, broadcasting equipment, have been cut off.
The Chair recognizes counsel Donald Purdy for questioning of

this witness.
Mr. Purdy. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
Mr. McWillie, what is your full name and where do you live?
Mr. McWillie. Lewis J. McWillie.
Mr. Purdy. Where do you live?
Mr. McWillie Las Vegas, Nev.

IMr. Purdy. How long have you lived there?
Mr. McWillie. Well, off and on since 1963.
Mr. Purdy. What is yoUr present occupation?
Mr. McWillie. I work in a gambling house.
Mr. Purdy. Prior to your present employment, where did you

work?
Mr. McWillie. Binion’s Horse Shoe Club.
Mr. Purdy. Have you been involved in working in gambling

casinos since you moved to Las Vegas in 1963?
Mr. McWillie. Yes, sir.
Mr. Purdy. For how many years have you been involved in

gambling casinos and gambling operations throughout the country9
Mr. McWillie. I would say 46 years.
Mr. Purdy. In what citie^^V^yro been involved in gambling

operations or casinos?
Mr. McWillie. Oh, what cities?
Mr. Purdy. Yes, sir.
Mr. McWillie. In this country?
Mr. Purdy. Or in other countries.
Mr. McWillie. Well, I started off in Memphis, Tenn., and then I

was m Mississippi. *■  "



Mr. Purdy. Approximately when? Please give the years in which
you were in those cities also.

Mr. McWillie. Oh, I would say Memphis, 1932-36.
Mr. Purdy. What city were you working in gambling casinos

after that?
Mr. McWillie. Prior to that?
Mr. Purdy. After that.
Mr. McWillie. After that?
Mr. Purdy. Subsequent to 1936?
Mr. McWillie. Then I was in Jackson^_Miss. after that.
Mr. Purdy. How long were you working”and living in Jackson,

Miss.?
Mr. McWillie. Well, a short while, and then in Osyka, Miss.
Mr. Purdy. Were you also involved in gambling there?
Mr. McWillie. Yes sir.
Mr. Purdy. When did you leave there and where did you go?
Mr. McWillie. I left there, lets see, I would say 1939 or 1940. I

don’t know exactly.
Mr. Purdy. What cities did you work in since then?
Mr. McWillie. Dallas.
Mr. Purdy. Were you involved in gambling in Dallas?
Mr. McWillie. I was a dealer there, yes.
Mr. Purdy. During what years did you live in Dallas?
Mr. McWillie. I would say from 1940 to 1958..
Mr. Purdy. Where did you go after you lived in Dallas?
Mr. McWillie. After I left Dallas?
Mr. Purdy. Yes.
Mr. McWillie. I went to Cuba.
Mr. Purdy. Were you involved in gambling in Cuba?
Mr. McWillie. I managed the Tropicana NighLClub-
Mr. Purdy. Were you involved" in gambling?
Mr. McWillie. Yes sir.
Mr. Purdy. Subsequent to your work in Cuba, where did you

move to?
Mr. McWillie. Subsequent. That means afterwards?
Mr. Purdy. Yes. * ------- “
Mr. McWillie. I went to Miami and stayed until the first of

June. • -»
Mr. Purdy. The first of June of what year?
Mr. McWillie.J.961.
Mr. Purdy. WerFyou involved in gambling in Miami?
Mr. McWillie. No.
Mr. Purdy. Where did you live after you left Miami?
Mr. McWillie. After I left Miami I went to Lake Tahoe.
Mr. Purdy. Were you involved in gfenbilrigTirEake Tahoe?
Mr. McWillie. Yes, I was'a pit boss.
Mr. Purdy. When did you leave Lake Tahoe?
Mr. McWillie. I left Lake Tahoe in September of 1961.
Mr. Purdy. Did you move to Las Vegas from Lake Tahoe?
Mr. McWillie. I moved to Reno.
Mr. Purdy. Were you involved in gambling in Reno?
Mr. McWillie. Yes sir.
Mr. Purdy. How long were you in Reno?



Mr. McWillie. 1^. I left there, let’s see, right before Christmas
of 1963, I believe. ' 1
—Mr. Purdy. And you moved to Las Vegas?

Mr. McWillie. No, I went back to Miami to visit with my
mother.

Mr. Purdy. How long were you there?
Mr. McWillie. Oh, 3 weeks.
Mr. Purdy. Where did you go after you visited Miami?
Mr. McWillie. I went back to Las Vegas.
Mr. Purdy. Have you lived in Las Vegas since?
Mr. McWiLLik. Off and on yes.
Mr. Purdy. You~Bgve beeiriHvolved in gambling casinos while

you have been in Las Vegas?
Mr. McWillie. Well the first, you want me to tell you the casi­

nos?
Mr. Purdy. I don’t think we need to cover the specific casinos at

this time.
Mr. McWillie. Yes, I was involved in casino work..
Mr. Purdy. What has been the nature of your involvement in

casino work over these years?
Mr. McWillie. Working in the gambling part of it, overseeing

the gambling.
Mr. Purdy. Mr. McWillie, what were the circumstances sur­

rounding your first encounter with Jack Ruby?
Mr. McWillie. What were the circumstances?
Mr. Purdy. Yes, how did you meet Jack Ruby?
Mr. McWillie. Well, I told you that in this. I met him in a

restaurant.
Mr. Purdy. Approximately when?
Mr. McWillie. I would say 1951.
Mr. Purdy. Someone introduced you to him in a restaurant in

Dallas in 1951?
Mr. McWillie. Yes sir.
Mr. Purdy. Do you remember who introduced you?
Mr. McWillie. He introduced himself to me.
Mr. Purdy. He just walkecTup to you?
Mr. McWillie. Well, I noticed him at the counter. We went into

this restaurant every night to eat and three or four nights he was
at the counter and staring at fellows and myself and I asked
someone who he was 'and 1 hUYT’rttnow', one of them knew him or
not, they said he had a night club or something.

Anyway, about the third or fourth night when we got up to leave
he walked over and introduced himself to me and I said nice to
meet you and what do you want, Mr. Ruby? And, he went on to tell
me about he was having trouble with his night club and had some
kind of curfew puUomJum and I asked him, I said, Mr. Ruby, you
are Jewish, aren’t you, and he said, yes. I said well, there is a
gentleman here in town by the name of Julius Schepps that might
be able to help you, if there is nothing bad wrong with you, so I
suggested that he go see Mr. Schepps, and he did, and he seemed to
get his trouble straightened out.

Mr. Purdy. Mr. Schepps was able to help Jack Ruby?
Mr. McWillie. Evidently, because he didn’t have any more

trouble.
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Mr. Purdy. What was the nature of your next few meetings with
Jack Ruby. How did you happen to see him again after he came up
ami introduced himself?

^jMr. McWillie. Well, he called me on the phone and he thanked
line and I met him back in the restaurant, and from then on he was
[just around me every time he got a chance he would be around.

Mr. Purdy. How would you characterize your relationship with
Jack Ruby in the 1950’s in Dallas?

Mr. McWillie. 1950’s, I wasn’t around him a real lot, you might
say, he would come out to my apartment and swim in the pool and
he was a  kind of a leech, you might say.

Mr. Purdy. "Kind ot a leech?
Mr. McWillie. Leech. And he was just a hard fellow to get rid of~
Mr. Purdy. You say he came over uninvited?
Mr. McWillie. Yes, he came over uninvited after so long a time

and he would hang around the pool everyday and swim and have
dinner with me and different things.

Mr. Purdy. Did you ever have to ask him to leave?
Mr. McWillie. I don’t recall. I could have. I don’t recall it,

though.
Mr. Purdy. Were you and Jack Ruby friends during the 1950’s?
Mr. McWillie. Yes, we were friends.
Mr. Purdy. Were you aware that Jack Ruby considered you one

of his closest friends?
Mr. McWillie. I would have to say so, yes, on account of the

favors I had done him.
Mr. Purdy. What was the reason?
Mr. McWillie. The favors I have done him.
Mr. Purdy. So he liked you because you had done favors for him?
Mr. McWillie. I helped him.
Mr. Purdy. How had you helped him other than getting Mr.

Julius Schepps to help him? Did you help him in any other way?
Mr. McWillie. I helped him with, he had a union problem, he

called me in Las Vegas in the early part of 1963.
Mr. Purdy. We will go into that in more detail in a little while.
Mr. McWillie. All right.
Mr. Purdy. W£re you aware that Jack Ruby included you on a

list of people who might dislike him?
Mr. McWillie. He put me on a list of people that might dislike

him?
Mr. Purdy. Yes.
Mr. McWillie. No, I am not.
Mr. Purdy. Was there any reason that you could think of that

Jack Ruby might think that you disliked him?
Mr. McWillie. No way.
Mr. Purdy. Did Jack Ruby idolize you?
Mr. McWillie. In a sort of way I would think so, yes.
Mr. Purdy. Why did he idolize you?
Mr. McWillie. I guess because I had helped him keep his busi­

ness open.
Mr. Purdy. What contacts, if any, did you have with Jack Ruby’s

family, friends and business associates?



6

Mr. McWillie. I didn’t even know his family or friends, I didn’t
know his family. He told me that he had a brother who was sick
and his sister was ill, someway. He didn’t elaborate.

Mr. Purdy. Did you have any mutual friends?
Mr. McWillie. Sir?
Mr. Purdy. Did you have any mutual friends?

\j.\lr?' McWillie. Yes, we had friends, a friend named Meyer
*Panitz, and Jake Rifkin, they were good friends of his.
"■"Mr. Purdy. They were also good friends of yours?

Mr. McWillie. Oh, yes, they were friends of mine in Memphis.
Mr. Purdy. Is there anyone else you can think of that was a

friend of both you and Jack Ruby?
Mr. McWillie. No, I don’t. He probably knew everybody in town

on account of this night club he had.
Mr. Purdy. Did you know a lot of people in Dallas also?
Mr. McWillie. Quite a few, yes.
Mr. Purdy. Other than what you have mentioned, did you do

anything else with Jack Ruby, such as travel with him?
Mr. McWillie. No, no, never traveled with Jack Ruby.
Mr. Purdy. What knowledge do you have of Jack Ruby’s possible

involvement in any criminal activities?
Mr. McWillie. None whatever, sir.
Mr. Purdy. What is your opinion of Jack Ruby’s personality?

What kind of a man was he?
Mr. McWillie. Well, Jack was a man that, he wanted to be a big

man in the entertainment field, i would say, the bigg^St, andUb
Wflg Irind nf in and 1 don't knOW.

I Mr. Purdy. Was he a thoughtful man, was he a gentle man?
I Mr. McWillie. Yes, he was, he was as far as I know.
I Mr. Purdy. Was he ever a violent man?
I Mr. McWillie. Not around me, no sir.

Mr. Purdy. Mr. McWillie, did you give a deposition to staff
members of this committee on April 4, 1978?

Mr. McWillie. Yes sir.
Mr. Purdy. Mr. Chairman, I ask at this time that that deposition

be entered into the record as JFK exhibit No. F-572.
Mr. Preyer. Without objection, it will be admitted into the

record at this point.
Mr. Purdy. Mr. Chairman, I also ask at this time that two FBI

interviews of Mr. McWillie be entered into the record as JFK
exhibits F-573 and F-574.

Mr. Preyer. Without objection, they will be admitted into the
record at this point.

[The above referred to JFK exhibits F-572, F-573, and F-574
follow:]
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JFK Exhibit F-572

To: G. Robert Blakey
From: Howard Shapiro
Re: Summary of Deposition of Lewis McWillie

Taken by Jim Wolf and Andy Purdy, It/k/TB

A. McWillie biographical data

McWillie was born May 4, 1908 in Kansas City, Missouri (p. 4). His

current address is 3627 Eastern Avenue, Las Vegas, Nevada (p. 3). He is

currently employed as a floorman at the Holiday Inn casino in Las Ve­

gas (p. 4) and has worked at various casinos for many years.

McWillie worked at the Blue Bonnet Hotel in Dallas in 1941 and

1942 (p. 8), and then worked at the Top of the Hill Terrace in Arlington

Texas for eight or nine years (p. 7). Then he ran a gambling house

in Fort Sorth for several years called the Four Duces (p. 6).

Following this he worked at the Tropicana and Capri Hotel in Cuba

(p. 6), and spent some time working in Aruba and Curacao (p. 5). In 1961

he began working in Nevada, at the Cai-Neva Lodge (p. 5), and then at

the Riverside Hotel, Thunderbird Club, Carousel Club (Las Vegas),

Horseshoe Club, ans finally the Holiday Inn casino (pp. 4-5).

B. Relationship with Jack Ruby

McWillie met Ruby in 1951. He would see Ruby occasionally in a

late-night restaurant and was told that Ruby ran the Vegas Club. "Fi­

nally, one night we got up to go out into the lobby of the hotel and he

walked up to me and said, ’Is your name McWillie?’ I said, ’Yes.1 And

he explained who he was and that he was Jewish and that he was having a

problem with his night club” ,(p. 9).

Ruby’s problem apparently concerned a curdew and possible dis­

criminatory enforcement by somebody (p. 11). McWillie advised Ruby to 
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speak to an individual named Schepps (p. 9). Between 1951 and 1958

McWillie could not get rid of Ruby and they became pretty good friends

(pp. 9, 23).

The last time McWillie saw Ruby was in 1961 when McWillie was driv­

ing from Miami to Las Vegas and he stayed overnight in Dallas (p. 80).

While in Las Vegas McWillie received several letters from Ruby which

concerned Ruby’s Carousel club in Dallas and how nice it was and items

of thi^nature (p. 79).

Early in 1963 McWillie called Ruby and wanted Ruby to go to a gun

dealer in Dallas (Ray Brantley) and purchase a handgun and send it to

Las Vegas, as McWillie stated that he didn’t know where to go in Las

Vegas to get a gun (pp. 19-20). McWillie did not recall asking Ruby

to send him four guns (to Cuba) in 1959 (pp. 21, 69).

In 1963 Ruby called McWillie to see if he could help out with Ruby’s

labor and union (AGVA) problems. McWillie suggested contacing William

Miller, who was in the entertainment field. Ruby did this and later

called McWillie a number of times to express his thanks for McWillie’s

aid (pp. 17, 71). McWillie had no familiarity with AGVA’s operations

in Dallas (p. 71).

McWillie several,times denied making statements to the FBI in

1963 and 1964 (p. 113).concerning Ruby.

C. McWillie in Cuba

McWillie was in Cuba from the middle of 1958 until January 1,

1961^ Johnny Wii'Iiams contacted~McWillie about a possible job at the

Tropicana in Cuba (p. 82), so McWillie went to Cuba and met with the

Tropicana’s owners, Martinez and Pedro Fox (p. 83). He got the job and



Ruby’s Carousel club. Ruby himself would never gamble on anything

and was not involved with gambling in any way (pp. 33, 36, 54). Ruby

did not know any of the prminent Dallas gambling figures (pp. 45-46).

Ruby was a frugal individual (p. 36). He was always courteous to

Dallas policemen and gave them whiskey as Christmas presents (p. 72).

McWillie believes that Ruby had wanted to be a big man around Dallas

H and that he shot Oswald inorder to become a martyr of some sorts (pp.

30, 129-130).

G. Ruby associates

McWillie says that two of Ruby’s closest friends were Jake Rif­

kin, a gambler, and Mark Panitz, although this may be Meyer Panitz

(pp. 27-28), whome McWillie later describes as one of Ruby’s closest-"

friends (p. 101). Panitz is described as a bookmaker.

Ruby knew W.C. Kirkwood, but not his son Pat Kirkwood (p. 33).

Ruby knew the Campisi brothers in Dallas and thinks that Ruby knew

Jack Todd (pp. 59, 62). Ruby knew Gordon McLendon very well (p. 73).

About four months ago Earl Ruby introduced himself to McWillie

in Las Vegas and said he was in town working on a documentary about

Jack Ruby. McWillie told Earl Ruby that he wasn’t interested in talking

to him and that his relationship with Jack Ruby had already caused him

enough problems (pp. 38-39).
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Index of Names for McWillie Deposition

Dick Anconi 58
Johnny Avon '43, 46
Barney Baker 64
-Babe Baroh 88
Dominic Bartone 118
Sam Benton 118
Benny Bickers 44, 46
Benny Binion
Willie Bischorf

42, 43, 45, 46, 49. 51, 61

(aka Lefty Clark) 87, 88
Johnny Blaine 134

' Ray Brantley 20
James Breen 67
Bunny Breen 67
Edward Browder 118
Fred Browning 7, 44, 45, 46
Angelo Bruno 87
George Butler ■ 74
Billy Byers 57-58

. Joe Campisi 59-60
Sam Campisi 59-60
FNU Carraway 56

■*/Dino  Cellini 94-95, 134
Berle Cheek 43-44, 46
Oscar Cheninder 86, 132
Joe Civello 59
Jim Clunen 17
Raymond Cortez 131
Earl Dalton 7-8, 42, 51-52, 75
Richard Danner 126
James Henry Dolan 71
Paul Dorfman 65
David Elatkin 132
Marty Field 58-59
William E. Fletcher 131

x/Martinez, Pedro Fox 83, 85-86, 90, 93, 99, 105, 116-117
Sidney Fruhman 31
Sam Giancana 97, 125
Eva Grant 38
Lois Green 61
Johnny Grizzaffi 60
Dewey Groom 58
Pete Guarisco 40
Steve Guthrie 48
Harry Hall 57
J. Patrick Hemming 122
John Wilson Hudson 93
E.Howard Hunt 127
H.L. Hunt 57, 74
Paul R. Jones 67
Fay Kirkwood 32, 35
Pat Kirkwood 32-34
W.C. Kirkwood 32-35, 44

35-379 0-79-2



Jay Kosloff
Jake Lansky
Meyer Lansky
Robert Larkin
Xincent Lee
Mike McLaney
William McLaney
Robert McKeown
Gordon McLendon
Carlos, Vincent Marcello
John Thomas Masen
Elizabeth Ann Matthews
Russell D. Matthews
Joseph Merola
Eawrence Meyers
Ivy Miller
Izzy Miller
Misty Lane Miller
William Miller
Juan Orta
Mark, Meyer Panitz
Tony Pappa
Lenny Patrick
Sid Richardson
T-W. Richardson
Jake Rifkin
Helen Alfonse Roan
John Roselli
Norman Rothman
Earl Ruby
San Ruby
Henry Savadra
Red Scarborough
Julius Schepps
Mike Shore
Sidney Siedband
John Eli stone
Erank Sturgis
Jack Todd
'Santos Trafficante
Harry Urban
FNU Ventura
Abe Weinstein
Hen Whittaker
Johnny Williams
Will Wilson
Dave Yaras
Sam Yaras
Jess Zilliack
'Tony Zoppi

5 -
95, 134
95
132
71 .
122-123, 125
123-125
68, 118
72-73
39
68
40
40-41
68
65
7-8, 42-43, 45, 51-52, 75
62
102
18, 135
131
28, 100-102, 135
72
64
56, 58
83-84
27-29, 135
67
96-97, 125
91, 94
38
39
131
7, 42-43, 46, 51-52, 75
9-11, 22, 75
72
61
63
126
61
91-94, 134
51
90
132
45-46
82-83
48
64
64-65
49
12-14, 16, 24, 81, 100, 106-112, 114-115, 119-120
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS

DEPOSITION OF LEWIS J. MC WILLIE, a witness pro­
duced, sworn, and examined on Tuesday, the 4th day of April,
in the year of our Lord 1978, between the hours of 8 o’clock
in the forenoon and 6 o'clock in the afternoon of that day,
in Room 4-00.3, Federal Courthouse, 210 Las Vegas Boulevard,
before the Select Committee on Assassinations, House of
Representatives of the United States of America.

APPEARANCES:

For the Committee;

JAMES WOLF,
Deputy Chief Counsel,
Select Committee on Assassinations,
U. S. House of Representatives,
Washington, D. C.

DONALD A. PURDY,
Staff Counsel,
Select Committee on Assassinations,
U. S. House of Representatives,
Washington, D. C.
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A. I just had an operation on my eyes. I had a de-

16

2

LEWIS J. MC WILLIE

of lawful age, being produced, sworn, and examined on the

part of the Committee, deposeth and saith:

MR. WOLF: The record should note that the witness

has been sworn by Magistrate Ward.

My name is Janes wolf. My co-counsel today is

Donald Purdy and we both have been, pursuant to House

Resolution 222 and Committee Rule 4, designated counsel

empowered to take statements under oath.

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. WOLF:

Q. Will the witness please state his name for the

record?

A. Sir?

Q. Will the witness please state his name for the

record?

A. Lewis J. McWillie.

Q. And, Mr. McWillie, you have been subpoenaed by

the House Committee but instead of an appeararce in

Washington, you requested that this deposition take place

in—

A. (interrupting) Yes, I just had an operation on

my eye.

Q. Excuse me, sir.
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tached retina in my left eye, right eye, too.

Q. And this deposition is taking place at your re-
V

quest, then, to avoid an appearance in Washington, is that

correct?

A. I wanted to be close to my doctors, yes.

Q. Mr. McWillie, you are aware that under our

Committee’s rules, you have the right to have counsel with

you at this deposition.

A. I don't need any counsel, I don’t think.

Q. And, Mr. McWillie, you have been given a copy of

our Committee Rules and House Resolutions 222, 433 and 760,

is that correct?

A. To tell you the truth, I didn’t read it. I just

knew it was a subpoena.

Q. Well, are you aware of Committee Rule 4, which is

about the designated counsel taking your statenents under

oath? You have been given a copy of the Committee Rules, is

that correct?

A. Yes.

BY MR. PURDY:

Q. Mr. McWillie, could you please state your present

address?

A. 3627 Eastern Avenue.

Q. In Las Vegas?

A. Las Vegas, yes.
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1 Q. What is your date and place of birth?

2 A. Kansas City, Missouri, 1908.

3 Q. What was the month and day?

4 A. May 4th. 1

5 Q. What is your present occupation?

6 A. I *m  a floorman in a casino.

7 Q. What casino is that?

8 A. Holiday Inn.

9 Q. How long have you worked there?

10 A. I’ve worked there a little over a year, about

11 14 months •

12 Q. Where did you work before that?

13 A. I worked before that at the Horseshoe Club.

14 Q. How long did you work there?

15 A. I worked there on and off many years, since ’67, I

16

17

believe.

Q. Do you recall where you worked prior to that?

18 A. I worked at the Carousel Club.

19 Q. How long did you work there?

20 A. Let me see, about three years, I guess;

21 Q. That would'be 1964 to 1967?

22 A. I would say so. I*m  not sure but I would say

23 that’s about the date.

24 Q. What city was that?

A. Here in Las Vegas.
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Q. Where did you work prior to 1964?

A. 1964 I worked at the Riverside Hotel in Reno.

Q. How long did you work there?

A. i worked there the latter part of *61  through ’62.

Q. What was your job prior to that?

A. What was my job, where did I work prior to that?

Q. Yes.

A. I worked at the Thunderbird Hotel. I left there

and went to the Thunderbird Hotel.

Q. How long did you work there?

A. I worked there about a year.

Q. Where did you work prior to that?

A. I went to an island named Arruba, the Netherland

Antilles. I stayed there maybe a month and then was trans­

ferred to Curacao. I stayed there about nine months.

Q. Who transferred you to Curacao?

A. Jay Kosloff, K-o-s-l-o-f-f.

Q. Prior to working in Arruba, where did you work?

A. I went from Arruba to Curacao, last place I

worked.

Q. No, I mean prior to Arruba, where did you work?

A. Prior to Arruba I worked at the—wait a minute

now. Wait just a minute. I skipped one place I didn't tell

you. Before I went to the Riverside, I worked at the Cai-

Neva Lodge. In '61 I was at the Cai-Neva Lodge.
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Q. So you worked—

A. (Interrupting) Then I went to the other places.

Q. Then you went on to Arruba and Curacao?

A. Yes.

Q. Prior to working at the Cai-Neva Lodge, where did

you work?

A. Prior to that I worked in Cuba.

Q. Did you work in Havanna at that time?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you work at the Tropicana then?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you work at any other —

A. (interrupting) I worked in the Capri Hotel, I

don’t know how long, it wasn't very long, though.

Q. Where did you work prior to working at the

Tropicana and the Capri Hotels?

A. in Dallas.

Q. Where did you work in Dallas?

A. Well, I had a little gambling house, let me see,

in Fort Worth.

Q. How long did you run that gambling house?

A. We had it a couple or three years, I guess. I

don't exactly remember how long.

Q. What was the name of that gambling house?

A. The Four Duces we called it. Prior to that I
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worked at the Top of the Hill Terrace in Arlington, Texas.

Q. How long did you work there?

A. Oh, I'd say eight years, nine years.

Q. Who did you work for there?

A. Who did I work for? I worked for a man named

Fred Browning and I worked for Earl Dalton, ivy Miller and

a fellow named Scarborough.

Q. What kind of work did you do at that club?

A. I was a manager.

Q. You managed the gambling activities?

A. The gambling, yes.

Q. When did you begin the gambling operation at the

Four Duces?

A. Doggone if I know. I think it was '51, I*m  not

sure, not positive.

Q. What kind of gambling went on there?

A. Dice games and 21 game.

Q. Just dice and card games?

A. Yes.

Q. Was there any numbers operation working out of

there?

A. No, no, it was a little place.

Q. Where did you work prior to the Four Duces?

A. I told you that, at the Top of the Hill Terrace.

Q. Where did you work prior to that?
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the Blue Bonnet Hotel, I believe it was.

Q. Was there a gambling operation there?

A. Yes.

Q. What kind of gambling was there?

A. Dice game.

Q. Who did you work for there?

A. i worked for Miller.

Q. Ivy Miller?

A. ivy Miller and Earl Dalton, the only two I

know I was working for.

Q. When did you begin your work at the Blue Bonnet?

A. Let me see. It was so long ago. I*d  say *41  or

•42, I’m not sure.

Q. So you worked at the Blue Bonnet from 1941 to *42

until you worked at the Four Duces?

A. I don’t think I worked for the Blue Bonnet but

about a year. Then I went out to the Top of the Hill.

Q. So you worked in Dallas at the Blue Bonnet, then

the Top of the Hill, then the Four Duces?

A. That’s right.

Q. So the first club that you owned, what was the

first club that you owned? Was that the Four Duces?

A. That was the Four Duces, yes.

Q. So the other places you worked for other people.
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is that right?

A. Other people, yes.

Q. Mr. McWillie, when did you meet Jack Ruby?

A. jack Ruby, I've tried to think what year it was.

Do you want me to tell you the whole story about Jack Ruby

from the beginning to the end?

Q. I -think that would be a good idea, yes, sir.

A. I believe it was when I was at the Four Duces

a nd a couple of dealers and myself would stop in an all-

night restaurant and get a bite to eat when we come in, may­

be 2 o'clock, 1 o'clock, 3 o'clock. I noticed a fellow at

the counter with a hat on, which was very unusual to see a

fellow with a hat on around Dallas. I asked one of the

fellows, I said, “who is that fellow?" He kept looking at

us. He said, "That's a fellow named Jack Ruby that runs a

club named the Vegas Club out on Oak Lawn", I believe it

ves. About three or four nights he was there.

Finally, one night we got up to go out into the

lobby of the hotel and he walked up to me and said, "is

your name McWillie?" I said, “Yes." And he explained who

he was and that he was Jewish and that he was having a prob­

lem with his night club. He talked like a real nice fellow.

I said, “why don't you go see Mr. Schepps, a man named

Julius Schepps." He owned a big liquor distributing place

there and he used to play with us at the: Top of the Hill, a
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1 real nice man.

2 MR. WOLF: Could you spell the name Schepps?

3 THE WITNESS: I'd have to say it was S-c-h-e-

4 p-p-s.

5 BY MR. PURDY:

6 Q. Do you remember his first name?

7 A. Julius.

8 BY MR. WOLF:

9 Q. Also for the record, what year was this that you

10 first met Jack Ruby?

11 A. I don't know. I think it was around ;!51, I be­

12 lieve. I would have to say it was around '51, I don't

13 know exactly. I tried to think what year it was.

14 BY MR. PURDY:

15 Q. What was the name of the restaurant you say you

16 saw him?

17 A. it was a place called Webb's Coffee Shop in the

18 Southland Hotel.

19 MR. WOLFE: Continue.

20 A. And then I suggested that he go see him. He was

21 a big Jewish leader in the city. And he did.. From then on

22 I cold never get rid of Jack Ruby. Jack Ruby was at my

23
apartment. He was around me all the time. He just appre­

24 ciated, I guess, what I had done for him.

So, finally, I went to Cuba, I think, in '58, I
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believe.

BY MR. PURDY:

Q. Could we back up just a little bit before we move

on to 1 58 .

What was the nature of the problem that Jack Ruby

was having with his club?

A. They were making him close early or something.

Q. Was this a curfew?

A. They enforced a curfew on him, so he said, I don’t

know.

Q. Was it your impression that they were enforcing

a rule against him that they were not enforcing against other

clubs?

A. That’s what he said.

Q. Why did you refer him to Mr. Schepps?

A. He said he was Jewish, therfore, Mr. Schepps was

a big leader in the Jewish community, and I didn't know if he

could do him any good or not, to tell you the truth. But

he evidently did him good. He didn't have no more trouble

after that.

Q. Did Mr. Schepps have good connections with the

authorities in Dallas that could help Jack Ruby?

A. He was a well-known man and a well-liked man. He

was just a fine man, Mr. Schepps was.

Q. What was his occupation?



A. He had a liquor distributing, I think it's Sea­

grams .

Q. Do you want to proceed with your story about Jack

Ruby?

A. if you want me to.

Q. Please, sure.

A. So when I go to Cuba in, I believe it was the

middle of '58, I'm not positive of what date it was, and I

get this job at the Tropicana Hotel, managing the Tropicana

Hotel with a promise of a percentage of the place when it

got to doing good, which it never did much good on account

of the revolution coming up and all that. I stayed there

until, I don't know how long I stayed there. I stayed there

after Castro got there anyway, *59,  maybe in the latter part

of '59 or '60. And then I went up—they didn't close it,

the government took it. And from there I went up to the

Capri and stayed there a very short while, I don't know how

long, before the government took it. And from then on I

wasn't doing anything until I went to Miami.

Q. Could you continue on your contact with Jack Ruby

over those years?

A. When I was in the Tropicana, they were hunting for

business, trying to get business, and I suggested that I

call Jack Ruby and have him get ahold of Tony Zoppi. Tony

Zoppi is a well known columnist like Bishop, Earl Wilson,
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people like that. That's the kind of a man he was in

Dallas-and all society people read his column. He wrote

me back that they'd come over on a certain date. So I

sent him two tickets, which the placejnid for. Then I ex­

plained to him we would pay for their room. We figured we

would get a lot of publicity from it and people from Dallas

would come to Cuba.

Later on, if I renember right. Jack came and

said that, what's his name, Tony couldn't make it. That's

the cause of all my problems. Here's a letter. Wcu Id you

care to see this? It's from my brother to me. A fellow

had written my brother a letter and put a piece in there

where Zoppi had—my brother's letter is kind of a personal

letter.

BY MR. WOLF:

Q. Is this the letter you would like us to read?

A. That's from my brother. It explains that he's

sending me this piece. It's just a personal letter but in

it he states where he's sending me a—would you like me

to come over there?

Q. Yes, if you would, to explain these.

A. This is part of the letter and this is the man that

sent my brother the letter. This is really what I wanted

you to see (indicating).

Q. This is a copy of a portion of a letter that
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Tony Zoppi sent to--

A. (interrupting) That's the original letter.

Q. This is the original letter?

A. That’s the original part. The other part of the

letter didn't mean a darn thing to me.

Q. Tony Zoppi sent this to whom?

A. To the man's name you've got there in your right

hand i

Q. To Matty Brescia Enterprises?

A. Yes.

Q. Mr. McWillie, could we retain these for the

record?

A. Could you make a copy of it and give me back

that part?

MR. WOLF: For the record, Mr. McWillie has

given us part of a letter allegedly sent by Tony Zoppi to

a Matty Brescia, B-r-e-s-c-i-a, Enterprises at 4990

Poplar, Suite 331, Memphis, Tennessee 38117, and I will

read that portion of the letter which Mr. McWillie has

given us.

It states, "Give my regard to McWillie next time

you are in touch. Jack Ruby and I were supposed to visit

him in Havana but I got side tracked. Jack went on ahead

and it has caused Macj. a lot of trouble over the years.

The quick buck artists are saying Jack went down there to



15

i

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

23

24

plan the assassination. He couldn't have planned a gas

station holdup in those days. All of a sudden, he's a CIA

agent, a Mafiadon, et cetera, et cetera, sickening. Keep

in touch and God bless. Keep up the good work and I will

say another prayer for Buddy."

THE WITNESS: That's his kid that got killed

MR. WOLF: "sincerely, Tony."

Buddy is Tony's son who got killed.

THE WITNESS: They're good friends, both in the

same kind of work. This fellow writes for a variety maga­

zine.

MR. WOLF: You're speaking of Matty Brescia?

IHE WITNESS: Tony is a published,man at the

River ia Hotel.

BY MR. PURDY:

Q. Who is Buddy?

A. Read it over about Buddy.

MR. WOLF: "Keep up the good work and I will say

another prayer for Buddy."

A. Buddy was his son, young son. He was sitting in

a window and he fell out of the window and it killed him.

BY MR. WOLF:

Q. Is that Mat Brescia's son?

A. Matty Brescia's son.

You can keep that if you want to if you give me a

35-379 0 - 79 -3
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copy of it.

MR. WOLF: Surely, thank you.

BY MR. WOLF:

Q. You’ve not given us the top of the letter. DO

you know approximately what date this was written?

A. It's on the envelope with the date I received the

letter from my brother .

Q. It's stamped Memphis, Tennessee, 18 August 1976.

A. It must have been right around that time, I guess

Q. To the best of your knowledge, yonr brother for­

warded this to you as soon as your brother had received it?

A. I'm sure he did, yes.

Q. And how did your brother get the letter from Mr.

Brescia?

A. Brescia gave it to him.

Q. And your brother's located in Manphis, Tennessee?

A. isn't there a yellow piece of japer in there from

Brescia, a white piece maybe? I think there's a letter in

there from Brescia.

Q. Yes, there's a portion of a letter that says,

"Hi, Jim." Is. that your brother's name, Jim?

A. Jim, yes.

Q. It says, "Thought you'd want to see this letter

from Louie's and my friend, Tony Zoppi, former columnist in

Dallas, new big executive at the Riveria in Vegas. Show
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thia Louie when you see him. He would like it. Pray for

our tear son and us. It was a tragic loss. Jim, Monsignor

Clunen, C-l-u-n-e-n, delivered the mass arid eulogy. God

bless you always. Your friend and Louie’s and your family,

Matty Brescia."

Thank you, Mr. McWillie, we’ll make copies and

return them back to you.

BY MR. WOLF:

Q. If you could continue, you were talking about

inviting Jack and Tony down to visit you at the Tropicana.

A. Tony didn’t come and he came. I think he stayed

around there about six days. I was at the Tropicana at

the time. He was there every night that he was in Havana

and after that he went back to Dallas. That’s the last time

I’ve seen him in Havana. He never came back to Havana.

Q. And if you would continue your relationship to

Jack after you came back.

A. He’d write me letters. Oh, I’ll tell you another

thing about him. In, Ibelieve it was the early part of

1963, he called me up and he was; having seme trouble with

the AGVA. That’s the American Guild of Variety Artists.

He said, nMacj(, do you know anybody that knows the president

of the company?" I explained all of this to the FBI. You

can check with them. I don’t think I told them about Zoppi.

I forgot about it. I didn’t tell them.
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He said, "if you can find somebody that knws the

president, I’m having a lot of trouble with my competition."

I understand he'd had another place. At that time he had <

a place up town right next to this other place. I said,

"Well, I know a man that might know him", a man named Bill

Miller who was an entertainment director at the Hilton

Hotels. I called Bill and I said, "Bill, there's a friend

of mine that's having trouble with the AGVA . " I knew he

knew the president because I had heard him speak of it. I

ran the place in Reno for him. I said, "is there anything

you could do for him?" I gave him Jack's number. I said,

"Call him and see what you can do for him."

So another day or two went by and Jack called me.

If he called me once, he called me five times thanking me,

thanking me, thanking me, like to ran me crazy. Then I

got letters from him. Prior to that he got into some kind

of razor blade deal, some kind of razor blade that came out

in England, what do they call it, but it was supposed to be

a terrific razor blade. So he sent me three or four packages

in an envelope, just stuff like that.

Jack was a kind of a, he wanted to be a big man,

do you know what I mean. He was kind of an egotist. That

was about it with Jack. He just wanted to be around me for

some reason. I don't know why. He just did.

Q. What were the nature of your contacts with Jack
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Ruby after he left Havana other than that one phone call

where he called you for help with the union?

A. I called him one time, I was working the grave­

yard, they call it the graveyard,at the Thunderbird at the

time. That's from 2 to 12 in the daytime, I think it was

2 to 12. And there were a bunch of people holding people

up around there. if they didn't have any money on them,

enough for them, they would beat them up. So I called

Ruby and asked Ruby to send me a gun. At than time the

kids were just little kids, six and five, seven or six.

I never did take the gun out. I just let it go back. My

wife was scared the kids would get ahold of it some way

and maybe get hurt.

BY MR. PURDY:

Q. When was that thatyou asked him to send you a gun?

A. Let me see, the gun came, you can check the gun,

check the place where he got it from. It must have been

around August, I would say. I wouldn't know for sure, though.

Q. August of what year?

A. Let me see, I think I was here, the first time I

was here was in '60. I would say the early part of '63 is

when he sent it.

Q. Why did you ask Jack Ruby to send you a gun?

A. I didn't know where to buy one here. I didn't

even know you could buy a gun in a store. I hadn’t been
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1 here long enough to knew that.

2 Q. You had been here about two years before you asked

3 him to send you a gun?

4 A. I had been here a very short time, ’63. I think

5 I came’, here in '63. I think when I went to work at the

6 Thunderbird, I came down from Reno. I think it was the first

7 part of '63, I think, February of '63. This might have

8 happened in March, I believe, I don’t know. You can check

9 that out.
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Q. What made you think that Jack Ruby could get you

a gun?

A. Because I told him to go to this place because I

had always bought shotguns to hunt with and rifles to hunt

deer with and everything and I knew the man.

Q. Do you know if Jack Ruby had been there before?

A. No, I don't.

Q. was it Ray Brantley?

A. it was Ray's place.

Q. Do you know whether or not Jack Ruby had a gun

prior to that time?

A. jack always had a gun, he always carried a gun.

He didn't carry it. He had it in his car. He would have

his receipts every night to go drop it in the bank depository.

Q. Did he have more than one gun in his home?

I don't know how many he had. I wouldn't think he A.
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A. Not that I recall
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had more than one. I never did see more than one.

Q. Do you recall telling the FBI that Jack Ruby had

a number of guns in his home?

A. No, I don't, I don't remember. I don't remember

the FBI even asking me if he had any guns in his house.

Q. Can you presently recall whether or not Jack Ruby

had more than one gun?

A. No, sir, I don't.

Q. Did you ask Jack Ruby to send you four guns in

1959?

A. No, sir, I don't recall anything like that. I've

been asked that a lot of times. I don't recall that, no.

Q. Did you ever ask Jack Ruby to obtain a gun for

you other than the incident you previously testified to to­

day?

A. The only gun I ever had him get was the one that

I told you about just new.

Q. Did you ever ask him to get you other guns?

A. No, I don't recall anything like that

Q. Did you ever discuss with him how to obtain a gun

other than that particular incident?

A. I knew how to obtain a gun. At this Ray's place,

like I say, I bought a lot of guns, rifles and shotguns.

Q. But you never bought pistols there?
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Q. Did you take any of the guns that you *d  bought at

Ray's place with you to Cuba?

A. I left them in Dallas. My wife and I separated

and she took the guns and everything.

Q. Mr. McWillie, between the time that you asked

Julius Schepps to help Jack Ruby or you suggested to Jack

Ruby that he go to Mr. Schepps for help—

A. (interrupting) I suggested that he go and talk

to Mr. Schepps.

Q. (Continuing) —what was the nature of your re­

lationship to Jack Ruby after that prior to the Cuba inci­

dent? What kind of a relationship did you have?

A. I never could get rid of him. He was around me

all the time. I'd have to insult him to get rid of him

Do you know what I mean? He'd come by the apartment and

he'd swim and eat dinner at the house a lot of times. I

just couldn't get rid of him that's all I can tell you.

Not that I wanted to. He was a nice fellow. Whoever

thought he would do anything like this, I didn't.

Q. Did you get to be pretty good friends with him?

A. Yes.

Q. What kinds of things did you do together?

A. Went out to dinner. I dropped by his club maybe

once or twice when he had it out on Oak Lawn. At that time

rock and roll had just started.
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Q. Which club was that?

A. The Vegas Club.

Q. What kind of operation did he have at the Vegas

Club?

A. Let me think. He had a band and he was the emcee

and he served, I think he served beer. I don't believe he

served whiskey,beer. That's about all there was to it.

He had this other club after I left Dallas. I never did

even see that place. That was the one up town.

Q. Was that thei. Carousel Club?

A. Yes, I never saw that.

Q. You've never been in the Carousel Club?

A. No, never in my life.

Q. Did any gambling go on at the Vegas Club, to your

knowledge?

A. No.

Q. What can you tell us about Jack Ruby's political

views? Did you ever discuss politics with him?

A. No, I never did. When I was around Jack Ruby, I

think Eisenhower was president, I believe he was.

Q. That would be the 1950's?

A. When was Truman president, do you remanber?

Q. Prior to 1952.

A. Truman was president. And I met Jack right around 

the first part of the '50's, I'd say the first part of the
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'50's and Truman was president and Eisenhower was president.

Q. How did he feel about Truman and Eisenhower?

A. I never discussed politics with him.

Q. Do you know how he voted?

A. He wouldn't bet anything. I don't think he ever

bet a nickel on--anything

Q. I was asking who he voted for. Do you know who

he voted for?

A. I don't know. There would be novay I'd know.

Q. Did you discuss with Jack Ruby any major events

in the country that went on in the 1950's? Did you discuss

the Korean War, for example?

A. Nothing. We never discussed politics.

Q. Did you ever discuss Cuban-American relations?

A. No, I did not.

Q. Did you ever discuss Castro or Batista with Jack

Ruby?

A. No; I never discussed any kind of politics with

Jack Ruby at all.

Q. Do you ever recall Jack Ruby talking about the

Kennedys, how he felt about the Kennedys?

A. Just what I read, I think it was in Tony Zoppi's

office right after it happened and he was crying and carryinc

on, what I read in thepaper and you did, too, I'm sure. But 
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Q. You don't recall him expressing a great love

for the Kennedys?

A. No, I don't, because Kennedy wasn't pesident.

Eisenhower was president, I'm sure.

Q. What kind of man was Jack Ruby toward people?

A. Like I said. Jack Ruby wanted to be a bignan. He

wanted to be the biggest night club operator in Dallas.

That's my assumption. Like I said before, he was kind of

an egotist and wore a hat all the time, which was very un­

usual I thought at the time. Nobody else ever wore a hat

around Dallas.

Q. Did you find him to be a violent man?

A. No, sir, he sure wasn't. Now, in his club if

someone got out of line, that means fighting or something,

he would just take them and put them out. I never saw him

hurt anybody

Q. You never saw him even strike anyone?

A. No, I never did.

Q. Did you ever know of him beating up anyone?

A. I don't recall ever hearing him beat up anyone.

Q. Did Jack Rvfcy ever get in any arguments with you

or anyone else over any subject?

A. He never got in an argument with me for sure. I

can't recall him ever having an argument. He had a lot of

friends around Dallas, different people.
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Q. Do you remember him getting in any arguments

about his union troubles?

A. No.

Q. Do you remember him getting in any arguments about

paying his employees?

A. No.

Q. Do you remauber him getting in any arguments about

the strip-tease shows?

A. Like I said, when I was there, he didn’t have a

strip-tease joint. I don't think it was strip tease. I

don't think he ever had strip tease out at the place.

Q. Please continue.

A. i think all he had was a stage in the middle of

the place, a room a little bigger than this one. He had

a stage up against one wall and he would come out and do the

emcee and everybody would laugh because he didn't know how

to talk, you know.

ft. That was the Vegas Club?

A. Yes; he had a band and as far as I can recall, I

don't believe he had any strip tease. I'm almost positive

he didn't.

Q. How successful was the Vegas Club?

A. He said it was doing all right. I wouldn't have

any way of knowing, it was full all the time.

ft- Did he ever ask you for money?
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A. NO.

Q. Do you remember if he ever got money from any

other individuals?

A. No.

Q. Do you remember that he had any business partners?

A. No, I don't think he did, to tell you the truth.

No, I'm sure he didn't

Q. Do you remember if he ever got in any financial

trouble?

A. What, sir?

Q. in financial trouble.

A. No, sir, I don't think he ever did as long as

I knew him, he didn't. At least he never said anything

about it

Q. Did Jack Ruby have problems with his income taxes?

A. Not that I know of. I didn't know him that well

to know all his business, you know, his personal business.

He could have had anything and I wouldn't know it.

Q. Did he ever propose any business deals with you?

A. Never, never

Q. Do you know any people who were particularly good

friends with Jack Ruby?

A. Well, I knew two real good friends of his. One

fellow named Jake Rifkin, he's dead. He died a year or so 

ago. And another one named Mark Panitz, P-a-n-i-t-z. They
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were two of his close friends.

Q. What did Jake Rifkin do for a living?

A. He was a gambler.

Q. Where did he gamble?

A. Around Memphis, around, let's see if he ever dealt

any gambling houses, yes, he has dealt in gambling houses,

I don't recall which one, around Memphis years and years 
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ago, many years ago.

Q. How did Jack Ruby get to know him?

A. Through me. They were friends of mine.

Q. Did Jake Rifkin gamble in Dallas?

A. I think he worked around Dallas, I believe dealing

around there some.

Q. Do you know who he worked for?

A. He might have come out and worked for me a couple

of times up at the Top of the Hill, a few times.

Q. During what period of time did he get to be good

friends with Jack Ruby?

A. Did he get to be? I 'd say about the same time I

did. They were both my good friends.

Q. So that would have beei late *40's  or early '50's?

A. I'd have to say the early ‘50's. I'm pretty sure

it was early, it could have been the late '40's, but I think

it was early '50's.

Q. For how long a period of time was Jake Rifkin and
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Jack Ruby good friends?

A. Let me see, I’d say six or seven years, eight

years maybe,

Q. Why did they stop being good friends?

A. i don't really know. They were still good

friends as far as I know. I don't know, Jake left there.

Let me see, I think he went to Hot Springs. He used to go

to Hot Springs every year.

Q. Do you know —

A. (Interrupting) And he could have worked over

there, too, I don't know,

Q. Who were some of the people Jake Rifkin gambled

with in Dallas?

A. I really wouldn't know. I wouldn't know, differ­

ent gamblers. I wouldn't know.

Q. What type of gambling would he have been involved

in?

A. oh, hell, he'd do anything, shoot dice, bet on

horses, baseball games, football games. He’d bet on any­

thing.

Q. Did Jack Ruby have any other friends who were in­

volved in gambling?

A. I can't think of any, no. But these two fellows,

they were friends of his.

Q. How did you know they were good •friends of his?
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1 A. They would be at my apartment and we would

2 swim and they would be there all the time.

3 Q. I believe you stated that Jack Ruby thought very

4 highly of you?

5 A. He did. On account of me doing him so many favors
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I guess. Like I told you about the union, straightened

that out, Bill Miller. And he called me later and said,

what kind of people are you having me call, calling me.

Well, what the hell, pardon me, I didn’t know that Jack

Ruby was going to do what he did. There wasn’t any way in

the world I would know that. I thought he was harmelss.

And I still think that he did it. I thought he thought it

would make him a big man, that ’s all I can say. And I’ve

told everybody that. And that's exactly the reason I think

he did it. He thought it would make him a martyr or some­

thing .

Q. Was Jack Ruby very interested in money for what

it could buy for him?

A. I didn’t get that, sir.

Q. Was Jack Ruby very interested in money for what it

could buy for him?

A. He didn't seem to be, no, he really didn't. When

I was around him, he seemed to b e perfectly happy with his

place.

Q. You ’re saying he was much more interested in be­
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coming a big man around town?

A. That's what I think, yes. I really think that,

in the entertainment field.

Q. Did he see you as a big man in Dallas?

A. I guess he might have thought that.

Q. Why would he have thought that?

A. i don't know why he thought faat. He evidently

did think that the way he hung around. I always conducted

myself in the proper manner.

Q. Who were some of the influential people in Dallas

that you had good connections with?

A. That I had good connections with? I didn't have

any good connections with any of the big legitimate people.

I did know a man named Sidney Fruhman. We used to play gin

at his house a lot of Sundays. That was about the extent

of my running with.the legitimate people, if you know what

I mean.

Q. Did you say with illegitimate or with legitimate?

A. Legitimate, with legitimate people, I mean

business people.

Q. How do you spell his last name?

A. F-r-u-h-m-a-n.

He's dead, too.

Q. What was his occupation?

A. He had a chain of hat stores named Rhelle, Rhelle

35-379 0 - 79 -4
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Hat Stores. I don't know if they're still in operation.

I'm sure they are.

Q. Did Jack Ruby frequent the Top of the Hill Club?

A. No, I think the Top of the Hill Club was closed

when I met Jack Ruby. I'm pretty sure, I'm positive it

was, almost positive.

Q. Did any gambling go on at the Top of the Hill Club?

A. Yes.

Q. And that was the dice and the cards that you spoke

of before?

A. We had a roulette wheel or two and dice games.

maybe three, and one twenty-one game.

Q. Did Jack Ruby frequent the Cellar Club in Fort

Worth?

A. The Steller Club, I never heard of it.

Q. The Cellar Club.

A. Costello?

Q. Cellar, C-e-l-l-a-r.

A. i never heard of it.

Q. Did Jack Ruby know Pat or Fay Kirkwood?

A. yes, that's where I was at in Fort Worth. Don't

get them mixed up. One of them is the son and one is the

old man. The old man that I was with was tamed W. C. Kirk­

wood. Pat is kind of a hippie type young fellow. He was

young then. He's not young now.
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Q. Did Jack Ruby know W. C. Kirkwood?

A. Just to say hello to him. He may have been out

there maybe once or twice.

Q. What was the name—was it a club that Mr. Kirkwood

ran?

A. It was a home. We were sneaking gambling is

what we was doing. ’

Q. Over what time period was there gambling in Mr.

Kirkwwood's home?
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A. I’d have to say, I believe from '51 to 153, I’m

not sure. While I was there, he had seme gambling there

before. But when I was there '51 to '53, I'm not positive

but I think so.

Q. And you say you think Jack Ruby may have gone

there once or twice?

A. That's all.

Q. Did Jack Ruby gamble there?

A. No, he wouldn't gamble. I told you he wouldn't

bet anything, on anything.

Q. Did Jack Ruby know Pat Kirkwood?

A. No, I'm sure he didn't.

Q. What occupation was Pat Kirkwood in?

A. • Last I heard of Pat Kirkwood, he had a hippie,

we call it a joint, a hippie joint where they lay on the

floor on pads. I never was in it but I heard about it.
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1 He grew a beard and long hair and prior to that he had been

- a race driver but he opened this place and kind of went, I

3 don't know, it was during that hippie period, wasn't it,

4 around the '50's.

5 . Q. What time period did Pat Kirkwood operate that

6 place?

A. pat Kirkwood, I just don't know. Let me see, I

8 left there in '53. I'd say he must have started around '56,

9 I believe. I'm not positive, though. I couldn't say for

10 sure.

11 Q. What was the name of Pat Kirkwood's place?

12 A. I don't know. I just heard about it.

13
Q. Where was it located?

14 ; A. It was in Fort Worth in the city, I think.

Q. Now, you said Pat was W. C. Kirkwood's son?

16 A. His son, that's right.

11 Q. Do you know^ihere he is now?

18 . , .A. I have no idea.

19
Q. When was the last time you had communication with

’0 Pat Kirkwood?

21
A. I haven't had communication with Pat Kirkwood, I

haven't heard from Pat Kirkwood in years, even thought about
23 • .

him. I've seen his father. His father's been out here maybe

24 once or twice. He's half blind.

Q. Where does W. C. Kirkwood live now?
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A. I'm sure he still lives at the same place. He's

been there many, many years.

Q. Where is that?

A. 2222 Jacksborough Highway.

Q. In what town?

A. Fort Worth.

Q. You were describing the place that Pat Kirkwood

ran as having pads on the floor.

A. I just had people telling me about it. I was

never in there, don't even know what street it was on and

where it was at. But I heard people laughing about it

and talking about it

Q. Basically they were talking about the fact that

he had sexual activity going on in his place?

A. No, they were just talking about what a bunch of

crummy looking people patronized it, you know. At that

time everybody was growing a beard. It was the start of the

hippie period.

Q. What were the pads on the."floor for?

A. I don't know, to sit on, I guess. I mean that's

hearsay to me. I haven't been there so I couldn't tell you

for sure. But I'm sure that you could find out very easy.

Q. Did you know a Fay Kirkwood?

A. That was W. C. 'b wife, a very nice lady. She had 

a dancing horse and she'd ride in rodeos every once in a
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while at that time.

Q. Did she ever run a club?

A. No; she was strictly a rodeo performer.

Q. You stated previously that you didn’t know any

times when Jack Ruby was in particular financial trouble.

Were there any times when he was particularly successful

financially?

A. No, I think he just made a certain amount of

money. I have no idea what he made but he couldn't have

made too much money. He made a comfortable living. It

was nothing to brag about

Q. Would you describe him as a free spender or was

he frugal?

A. I'd have to say he was frugal. He wasn't a free

spender.

Q. Are there any incidents you can describe that

demonstrate that he was frugal?

A. Like I'd go out to eat with him and he'd never

offer to pay a check. That's one way he was frugal. That's

the only way I would know he was frugal. I never saw him

throwing any money away

Q. Did you and jack Ruby ever go out for drinks to­

gether and he offered to pay?

A. No.

Q. Did Jack Ruby drink?
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A. I don't Jack Ruby even drank, to tell you the

truth. I never did see him take a drink.

Q. Did you ever travel outside of Dallas with jack

Ruby?

A. No, not that I know of

Q. Do you know of Jack Ruby traveling outside of

Dallas other than the Cuba trip?

A. The only trip I know is right there. Hie FBI

asked me if he had been out here. He's never been out here

as far as I know.

Q. During the time that you knew Jack Ruby, did he

ever travel to Chicago?

A. I don't recall him ever going to Chicago. I've

heard him talk about Chicago. I think he was fran Chicago.

I'd have to say he was. I don't recall him ever going any­

where.

Q. What do you recall Jack Ruby saying about Chicago?

A. Nothing. That he come up in a poor neighborhood

and how rough it was for him. He had a tough young life.

That's about it.

Q. Do you recall him talking about his family living

in Chicago?

A. I think his family lived in Dallas. His sister

out there and he always said she was sick or something. He

had a brother. I think he had two brothers. One of them
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was a little, I don't know, he said he was sick.

Q. He said who was sick?

A. The brother, the. brother and sister both he said

were a little sick some way, I don't know.

Q. Was he talking about them being physically ill?

A. He just said they were sick.

Q. Did you ever meet any of Jack Ruby's brothers or
iR

sisters?

A. I want to tell you something that happened here

about, it's been about four months ago. I don't think I

ever saw any one of his family in Dallas. I might have

seen his sister.

Q. His sister was Eva Grant.

A. Eva Grant, yes, that's the one I'm talking about.

I think I saw her in a restaurant one night with him and I

didn't even go, I went to the counter to keep from going

around them. He's got a brother named Earl Ruby. He was

out here about four months ago and he came by to see me.

I was working. He came in the pit. We call it the pit, you

know. He said, "Mr. McWillie?" I said, "Yes." He said,

"I'm Earl Ruby." Well, I like to fell down.

I said, "Earl Ruby?" I said, "What do you want,

Earl?" Well, "l just want to say hello to you." I've

never seen him in my life before. I said, “what are you

doing out here?" He Baid, "We're going to make a docu­
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mentary", NBC or one of the others. I said, "Listen,

will you do me a favor? Would you just get on out of

here and get away from me. I’ve got enough problems about

your brother already uncalled for." I don’t know if he

got mad or not but he left. He was there about five

minutes. That's the first time I had ever laid eyes on

him.

Didn't he have two brothers?

Q. Yes, he had a brother named Sam. Did you ever

meet Sam Ruby?

A. No, I didn't meet him. Have you ever seen any

of them? It seemed like he had a little bitty skinny

brother. What the hell was his name? But I didn't meet

him anyway. I've seen him. But this Earl, I had naver laid

eyes on him. And when he came into the pit and sayd, "l'm

Earl Ruby", well, I like to fell out. I didn't want to see

any Rubys any more.

Q. Did Jack Ruby ever travel to New Orleans?

A. To New Orleans? If he did, he traveled after I

left Dallas. I don't ever recall Jack Ruby ever leaving

Dallas the whole time I knew him.

Q. Do you know whether or not Jack Ruby knew Carlos

or Vincent Marcello?

A. is that the fellow in New Orleans? I wouldn't

think so, no. I wouldn't think he'd know him.
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Q. Did you know Carlos or Vincent Marcello?

A. No, sir, I sure don't.

Q. Never met them?

A. Never met them in my life.

Q. Did Jack Ruby know a man named Pete Guarisco?

A. Who?

Q. Pete Guarisco.

A. Not that I know of.

Q. Did you know Pete Guarisco?

A. No, never heard of him.

Q. Did Jack Ruby travel to Shreveport, Louisiana?

A. Not that I know of.

Q. Did Jack Ruby know Elizabeth AnneMatthews?

A. Elizabeth Anne who?

Q. Matthews.

A. Elizabeth Anne, no. I mean I don't know whether

he knew them or not. He could have known all of them, I

don't know, but I don't think he did.

Q. Do you know R. D. Matthews?

A. Oh, yes.

Q. Did you know his wife, Mrs. Elizabeth Anne

Matthews?

A. No; I met her just I think one time. ,

Q. Do you recall when you met her?

A. I met her at the Horseshoe, I think.
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Dallas in 1947Q. Prior to Jack Ruby’s arrival in

41

Q. Was she married to R. D. Matthews at the time?

A. I really wouldn't know. I'm sure this is the

lady he's married to now. I don't know. I didn't know

R.D. too well, I mean not intimately, do you know what I

mean. He worked there a while.

Q. Do you recall when Jack Ruby came from Chicago

to Dallas?

A. I have no idea.

Q. Do you know how long after he came to Dallas you

met him? ’

A. No, I don't have any idea. The first time I ever

saw him in my life was like I told; you sitting there with

that hat on, and it just attracted my attention and I kept

looking at this fellow.

Q. Does it refresh your memory to know that Jack Ruby

came to Dallas around 1947?

A. No, I wouldn't know when he came there because I

didn't know him, hadn't heard of him.

Q. What is your best recollection as to when you met

Jack Ruby?

A. I'd say the first part of the '50's because I

think I was in Fort Worth. I either went over there in

•51 to '53 or '53 to '56. I don't recall the exact dates.

I met him while I was at the Four Duces.
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what was the status of gambling in the Dallas area?

A. I don't understand what you mean, the status.

Q. What kinds of gambling was going on in the Dallas

area in the time, say, 1945 to 1947?

A. Well, there were a few crap games and a few horse

books is all I knew of.

Q. Was there any betting on sporting events?

A. Not that I know of. I never bet on then myself.

It could have been, I don’t know.

Q. Who was involved in this gambling that you de­

scribed in 1945 to 1947?

A. In Dallas?

Q. In the Dallas area, Dallas-Fort Worth area.

A. i don't really know. I knew a fellow named

Scarborough, Red Scarborough, and like I said, Miller and

Earl Dalton.

Q. How much numbers activity was there in Dallas?

A. I have no idea about the numbers. At the time

I was a dice dealer when I was in Dallas.

Q. Did you know of any numbers activity in Dallas?

A. No, sir, I wouldn't have any way of knowing that

because—

Q. (interrupting) Were you aware of Benny Binion's

numbers operation in Dallas prior to 1947?

A. No.
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Q. Did you know Benny Binion at that time?

A. Know him to see him.

Q. You knew him to see him at that time?

A. Just to see him.

Q. Did you know that Ivy Miller and Red Scarborough

worked for Benny Binion in a numbers operation?

A. No, I didn’t. ' —

Q. What gambling activity did you know that Ivy

Miller and Red Scarborough were involved in?

A. They were involved in the Southland Hotel and

could have been involved in the place where I worked. Blue

Bonnet, and they were involved in the Top of the Hill.

Q. What gambling activity was Benny Binion involved

in at that time?

A. I have no idea.

Q. Was Benny Binion involved in any gambling at that

time?

A. I don’t know. There’s no way I’d know.

Q. Did you ever see Benny Binion gamble?

A. Ever see him gamble, no, never did ,

Q. Did you know Johnny Avon?

A. johnny Avon, not well. He had had a gambling

place around there before I ever got there. He wasn't in

gambling when I was there.

Q. Did you know Berle Cheek?
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A. Who?

Q. Berle Cheek. |

A. Berle Cheek, yes, I knew him, too. He had been

in gambling prior to my going to Dallas.

Q. What kind of gambling was he involved in?

A. I don't really know but I knew he was a gambler.

Q. Was he involved in gambling while you were there?

A. No. Let me see, wait a minute now. We borrowed

some money from Berle Cheek, I think, while I was at the

Top of the Hill, I don't know, $10,000 or something.

Q. When you say we, you mean you and Fred Browning?

A. Me and Kirkwood at the Four Duces.

Q. You and W. C. Kirkwood?

A. Yes.

In two or three days we gave it back to him

because we didn't want his money.

Q. Was there any loan sharking activity going on

in the Dallas area at that time?

A. Not that I know of.

Q. Did you know Benny Bickers?

A. Yes, very well.

Q. What gambling activity was Mr. Bickers involved

in?

A. I don't know. I really don'tkiow what he was in­

volved in.
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Q. Did you know that he worked with Benny Binion in

a numbers activity in that area?

A. No.

Q. Did you know Ben Whittaker?

A. Very well.

Q. What kind of gambling activity was Mr. Whittaker

involved in?

A. Mr. Whittaker had race horses and all he did, that

I knew of, was bet on his own horses, go to the track, a

very nice man.

Q. Did he run a gambling operation?

A. Not that I know of. He didn't run ohe while I

was there.

Q. What kind of gambling was Fred Browning involved

in?

A. He was involved in the Top of the Hill Terrace.

Q. Was he involved in any other gambling?

A. No, he had the Top of the Hill for years.

Q. Did he ever work with Benny Binion in gamblirg?

A. Fred Browning?

Q. Fred Browning.

A. Not that I know of.

Q. Did Jack Ruby know Benny Binion?

A. No.

Q. Did Jack Ruby know Ivy Miller?
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A. No.

Q. Would jack Ruby have known of Benny Binion?

A. I don't think so. I wouldn't know why he would

have known him.

Q. Did Jack Ruby know johnny Avon?

A. No.

Q. Did Jack Ruby know Berle Cheek?

A. No, not that I know of. I have to say not that I

know of because I'm positive he didn't.

Q. Did Jack Ruby know Red Scarborough?

A. No.

Q. Did Jack Ruby know Benny Bickers?

A. I don't think so.

Q. Did Jack Ruby know Ben Whittaker?

A. No.

Q. Did Jack Ruby know Fred Browning?

A. I think we were closed. I don't believe he did

know Fred Browning. We were closed when I met Jack, I'm

positive of it.

Q. How organized was gambling in the Dallas area?

A. I really don't know. There's no way I'd know

how it was organized.

Q. Was Dallas an open or a closed city?

A. It had a few crap games in it. I'don't know if

you'd call that open or closed or whatever it was. But it
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had a few crap games like more cities in the united States

at that time.

Q. Did tiie individual who was running a particular

crap game have to get anyone else's permission to do it?

A. Have to do what, sir?

Q. Get anyone else's permission.

A. i really don't know. I was just working there.

Q. When you ran your gambling places in the Dallas

area, did you have to pay any money to anyone?

A. No, sir, we were sneaking as I told you a while

ago.

Q. You were what?

A. We were sneaking, what we call sneaking. I don’t

know how to explain it. We were doing it against the law

I guess you'd call it.

Q. Did any of these secret gambling operations have

troubles with the police?

A. Yes, they got raided every once in a while. The

Rangers would raid them. Hell, the sheriff would raid them

a lot of times.

Q. When you say the Rangers, you mean the Texas

Rangers?

A. Yes.

Q. Did anyone ever have to pay off the police?

A. Not that I know of. I wasn't in a position to

35-379 0 - 79 -5
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know that but I wouldn't think so. I really don't know

about that because I wasn't involved in it.

Q. Did anyone have to pay off the proeecuter?

A. I wouldn't think so.

Q. Were you aware of a crackdown on gambling in the

Dallas area in 1947 when a new prosecuter came into office?

A. Yes, there was a crackdown, sure was. I don't

know if it was the prosecuter.

Q. Would that have been when Steve Guthrie became the

sheriff?

A. I really don't recall.

Q. What effect did this crackdown have on gambling?

How successful was the crackdown?

A. There just wasn't any more gambling. I thought it

was Kefauver that did it. I'm not sure. What time was

Kefauver, '58? Was it that late, '58?

MR. WOLF: Early '50's.

MR. PURDY: Kefauver was early '50's.

A. As I understand that was the crackdown in gambling

everywhere.

BY MR.. PURDY:

Q. But you recall a crackdown in Dallas in 1947

either with the new sheriff or when Will Wilson came in?

A. I remember we got closed up, we got raided around

Dallas.
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Q. Did this crackdown cause anyone to leave Dallas?

A. I’m sure all the dealers left.

Q. Do you recall people leaving Dallas and going to

Las Vegas around 1947?

A. A number of them, yes, a number of people came

out here. Most everybody came out here.

Q. Do you remember Benny Binion leaving at that

time?

A. Yes .

Q. Who else do you remember left at that time?

A. I don't know if it was at that tine or not, but

I remember Benny Binion left there. Who else left there?

Let me see, a fellow named Jess Zilliack.

Q. How do you spell his name?

A. I don’t know, Zilliack.

Q. Who else left Dallas ad went to Vegas, do you

remember?

A. Fred Browning even came ott here but he didn't

come out here to do business. He brought race horses

out here. He had a track out here about that time. There's

a lot of people. Everybody came out here over the years

because there wasn't any place to gamble but here

Q. After the crackdown on gambling in the Dallas area,

could you please describe for us how much gambling went on

in the Dallas area between 1947 and, say, 1958 when you last 
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1 had contact with Jack Ruby in Dallas?

2 A. Well, they had stag parties. We did have stag

3 parties for a while where they run them in the country

4 clubs. That was the extent of the gambling around Dallas.

5 Q. What type of gambling went on at these stag

6 parties?

7 A. Dice games.

8 Q. How often were they held?

9 A. Maybe once a month, most every two months.

•° Q. Did Jack Rtiiy ever go to any of those stag

1 parties?

2 A. Never

3 Q. Did you ever go to them?

4 A. Sure, I went to them.

Q. If Jack Ruby had gone to them, would you have

6 known about it?
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A. Oh, yes, I would have seen him. If you saw him

once, you'd never forget him with the hat on.

Q. If Jack Ruby had gone to the stag parties, would

you have seen him there?

A. Yes, I wouldn't have known him, but I would have

seen him, I would have remembered him because I do remember

faces.

Q. Was there any link between Dallas and Las Vegas

in terms of gambling between, say, *47  and I960?
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Q. Did you know Harry Urban?

A. Didn't know him intimately I knew him to speak

to him.

Q. Did you know he was a partner of Benny Binion?

A. No.

Q. Was Harry Urban involved in any gambling in

the Dallas area?

A. I don’t think so.

Q. Were you familiar—go ahead.

A. I forgot what I was going to say.

Q. Which clubs were the stag parties held in?

A. Hie stag party was held at the, let *s  see, it was

the country club out on, there was one downtown. I can't

think of the name. The Main Street Club or something. It

was at the corner of Field and Main. We held them there.

I mean I ran them a pretty good while, maybe six or seven

times There was a country club out on the, kind of a

freeway there. They changed the name of it since then. I

don't recall the name of it. Then there was one named the

Cipango Club.

Q. Who ran the operation at the Cipango Club?

A. ivy Miller and Earl Dalton. Scarboroughwas dead.

Q. During what time period did they run that?

A. Like I said, I don't recall. I think it was the



66

i

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

52

late ’40'3 maybe, I don't know.

Q. Did they run the Cipango Club at all during the

'50's?

A. The club is still there, I think, but not gambling.

Q. Did they have any of the stag parties at the

Cipango Club during the '50's?

A. That's what they call stag parties but they let

their wives come, too. They just called it stag parties.

Q. Did that go on during the '50's?

A. No, it stopped, I'd say, in the late '40's.

There wasn't too many out there, maybe five or six.

Q. Who ran the operation in the country club when

they had the stag parties?

A. Who ran the gambling? i ran it myself but the same

two people I mentioned, Scarborough and Miller.

Q. You had said Dalton and Miller?

A. i meant Dalton and Miller. Scarborough was

dead

Q. Did you also run the operation at the Cipango Club

with them?

A. Yes, I .ran the stags for them.

Q. And did you also run the operation at the club on

Main Street with then?

A. Gambling, yes.

Q. Were any of the stag parties held during the
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1950's?

A. No, I'd have to say no. I'm not for sure, but

I'd have to say no for sure.

Q. What kind of gambling went on at the stag parties?

A. Just dice games.

Q. I believe previously in response to my question

about gambling between 1947 and 1958; you said stag parties

were held. Are you now changing that and saying that they

didn't go on in the '50's?

A. I don't recall, to tell you the truth. It could

have gone on in maybe '51. I don't know for sure. There's

no way I can remember. But I told you that I did run them

for them. That's all I can tell you. I don't know what

years exactly. The last ye^rs I don't know. I just don't

know. It could be and it could not be, I just don't know.

Q. Did any gambling go on in Dallas in the 1950's?

A. No.

Q. Was there any gambling in private homes in the

'50's?

A. There could have been, I don't know about that.

Q. You left for Cuba, you said, in 1958?

A. '58.

Q. So if there was no gambling in the '50's, that

means that—

A. (Interrupting) It was in the '50's in Fort
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Worth. I told you that X was running this place sneaking

over in Fort Worth.

Q. Was Jack Ruby involved in any gambling in the

1950's?

A. He was involved in nothing in the way of gambling,

no way.

Q. Were you interviewed by the FBI in Las Vegas on

November 25, 1963?

A. Yes, sir. I don't know if it was the exact date

or not. They like to ran me crazy. I'd be working and they

would call me out of the pit to talk to them. I finally

asked them, I said, "Please come out to my home and let me

talk to you." I was interviewed by them many times.

Q. Did you tell the FBI on November 25, 1963, that

Jack Ruby had been involved in gambling as a player?

A. No, I did not because he never had been involved

in gambling as a player. Like I say. Jack Ruby wouldn't

bet 25 cents on anything.

Q. lhe FBI report dated November 27, 1963, which is

a report of your interview with the FBI on November 25, 1963

which was conducted in Las Vegas, Nevada, by special agents

Stevens and Salisbury, that report says that you stated, the

report says, "He stated he does not know Ruby to have ever

been involved in any bookie activity or in any gambling of

any nature other than as a player."
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A. He never played in his life. I never saw him

play.

Q. Does that accurately reflect what you told the

FBI on November 25, 1963, that Ruby was involved as a player?

A. No, sir, I didn't tell them that. I did not tell

them that. I have never seen Ruby gamble on anything.

And, incidentally, when I went to Arruba, the day

I left, the FBI went to my mother, went to my sisters, ray

brothers, and Jack Ruby had happened to be visiting me in

my^artanent when my mother and sister were visiting me, and

they thought he was the finest man in the world and that 's

what ray mother told the FBI, I'm sure. So I asked Mr.

Stevens, I said, "if you don't mind, my sister has been with

the Veterans Hospital for many years and she's the head

nurse there in the operating room, charge of the operating

room", I gave him a number at home, and I said, "if you

will call her after 5:30, she'll invite yon out to the

house and talk to you." Well, they went up there and like

to scared her to death.

So the day I went to Arruba, Mr. Stevens, I'm glad

to remember that name, he came out to the house and told my

wife I had been cleared of any wrongdoing and my wife asked

him, "Well, what's he been cleared of, he hasn’t done any­

thing." "just known this nut", which it turns out he was.

I didn't know he was that nutty.

.-I
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' Q. When was that that your family members met Jack

2 Ruby?

3 A- I don’t know, it was in the ’SO’s. It was in the 
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record of it, my mother and my sister both. He had a

habit of, if he met anyone, like he'd meet you, he'd want

to know your name, he'd want to know jour address, what your

birthday was, and he would send you a birthday card, a

Christmas card. I don't know why he did that but that was

a habit he had.

Q. When was it that you went to Arruba?

A. Arruba in '64, I bdieve.

Q. Was it just a coincidence that the FBI came to you

the day you were leaving for Arruba?

A. It was after I went to Arruba and Mr. Stevens told

my wife:that I had been cleared of anything. I don't know

what the devil he was talking about.

Q. Do you know any oilmen in Dallas, the Dallas area?

A. A lot of oilmen played at the Top of the Hill,

quite a few.

Q. Who were sane of those oilmen?

A. Hell, I don't recall the names any more. Let me

see, there was a fellow named Carraway, he was an limn,

Sid R chardson would come out there, he didn't do much

playing. I don't think he played at all. Billy Byers, a 
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man named Billy Byers, he played out there. Big oilmen,

H. L. Hunt, he played out there.

Q. How often did H. L. Hunt gamble out there?

A. Not very often. He would go upstairs and eat.

We gave away the food. And he would take 12 people up

there and wouldn't tip the waiter but he would gamble, he

did gamble.

Q. Was Jack Ruby ever there when any oilmen were

there?

A. No, I never knew Jack Ruby when the Top of the

Hill was open. I'm almost positive that I met Jack Ruby

after it was closed.

Q. Did you knew Harry Hall?

A. I kn&; a dealer years and years ago by the name

of Harry Hall. Hell, he's been dead 30, 40 years.

Q. He also went by the name Harry Sinclair, Jr.

A. No.

Q. Or Harry Haler, H-a-l-e-r?

A. No.

Q. Regarding Mr. Bill Byers, do you recall an inci­

dent when a number of people considered robbing him?

A. No, I didn't know he ever got robbed. He lived

in Tyler, Texas. He didn't live in Dallas.

Q. Did Jack Ruby know H. L. Hunt?

A. No, I'm positive ha didn't.
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Q. Did Jack Ruby know Bill Byers?

A. No, he never knew any of those people that I 'm

talking about.

Q. Did Dick Anconi ever come to the Top of the Hill

Club?

A. No, I knew Dick Anconi. Dick Anconi was a big

oilnan. He died a nunber of years ago.

Q. Did Jack Ruby know him?

A. No.

Q. Were you familiar with the Petroleum Club?

A. No, I know where it was but you couldn’t go in

there unless you were an oilman.

Q. Did Jack Ruby know Sid Richardson?

A. No.

Q. Did Jack Ruby know Dewey Groom?

A. who?

Q. Dewey Groom.

A. How do you spell it?

Q. C-r-o-o-m.

A. T don't know. I don't know who he knew. I've

never heard of him.

Q. You've never heard of Groom?

A. No.

Q. Do you know Marty Field?

A. Marty who?
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Q. Marty Field.

He used to work at the Sands a few years ago,

also used to work in Cuba, also went by the name of Marty

Schwartz when he was a fighter.

A. No, I don't think I knew him.

Q. Did jack Ruby know Joe Civello?

A. Joe Civello, I don't think he did.

Q. Did you know Joe Civello?

A. I knew him, yes. I didn't know him intimately,

but I knew him to speak to him.

Q. What did Joe Civello do for a living?

A. I have no idea. He had a whiskey store, that's

where I met him, in a whiskey store.

Q. Did he ever gamble, to your knowledge?

A. Not to my knowledge.

Q. Did he ever go to any of your clubs?

A. No, never did.

Q. Did Jack Ruby know Joe or Sam Campisi?

A. I'm sure he did, yes. They have a restaurant

there.

Q. What restaurant did they run?

A. Egyptian Lounge.

Q. Were you ever with Jack Ruby when he was with

either of the Campisis?

A. I could have eaten out there with Jack Ruby but
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that was all.

Q. There might have been a time when you all ate 
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together?

A. They would come over and say hello probably or

something like that. They were pretty good hosts.

Q. Do you recall having dinner with jack Ruby and the

Campisis in 1954 or '55?

A. I don't recall it but it's possible.

Q. Were you ever present with either of the

Campisis when jack Ruby was present when business cteals were

discussed?

A. No, they would have no business dealings with

Jack Ruby.

Q. Do you know whether or not the Campisis ever went

to Ruby 's club?

A. Everybody went to Ruby's club to see those hippies.

I don't know that they did, but I'd have to say they had

been.

Q. Were the Campisis ever involved in gambling?

A. Not that I know of.

Q. Did they ever cane to your club?

A. No.

Q. Did you know Johnnie Grizzaffi?

A. No, not that I recall him. I don't recall knowing

him. What did he do?

Ar
t
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Q. Johnnie Grizzaffi was an associate of Lois Green

and Beeny Binion.

A. No.

Q. Did you know Sidney Siedband?

A. Who?

Q. Sidney Siedband, S-i-e-d-b-a-n-d.

A. No.

Q. Did you know jack Todd?

A. jack Todd, yes, I knew Jack Todd.

Q. What did Jack Todd do?

A. jack Todd, to tell you the truth, I don’t know

what Jack Todd did. He was in Cuba, too.

Q. What did Jack Todd do in Cuba?

A. Just came over there visiting.

Q. Did he see you when he was in Cuba?

A. I saw him once or twice, yes.

Q. When was that that he visited Cuba?

A. I don’t know. I don't have any idea.

Q. Would that have been the late '50's?

A. It had to be the late '50's.

Q. Was Jack Ruby there at the time Jack Todd was

there?

A. I don't think he was. I'm positive he wasn't. I

can't say for sure but I'm positive he wasn't.

Q. Did Jack Ruby know Jack Todd?
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A. I’m sure he did. I'm not positive he did but I

would say he did. Everybody who went to that club knew

Jack Ruby.

Q. Was jack Todd a safe cracker?
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A. I don't really know. I wouldn't have any way of

know ing.

Q. Did jack Todd gamble?

A. I don't recall ever seeing him gamble.

Q. Did he have any business dealings with you?

A. Not any with me, no.

Q. Do you know anyone he had business dealings with?

A. No.

Q. Are you familiar with Sue's Used Car Lot?

A. Whose?

Q. Sue's Used Car Lot.

A. What city is that in?

Q. In the Dallas area?

A. No, never been around a car lot in my life.

Q. Do you know that jack Ruby and Jack Todd often

frequented Sue's Used Car Lot?

A. No, I didn't.

Q. Did Jack Ruby know lazy Miller?

A. it's possible. They're both Jewish, it's possible.

Q. Did you know Izay Miller?

A. Yes.
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Q. Did he ever gamble at your club?

A. No.

Q. Did Jack Ruby know John Eli Stone?

A. Who?

Q. Johnny Eli Stone.

A. Not that I know of.

Q. Do you know him?

A. I wouldn't know. I don't know who he knew. But

I wouldn't think so. I never heard of him.

Q. You never heard of Johnny Eli Stone?

A. How do you spell the last name?

Q. S-t-o-n-e.

A. I knew Johnny Stone, yes, but Jack Ruby would

never know Johnny Stone. Johnny Stone, when I knew him,

ran a bar up on, called it the Turf Bar.

Q. Was there any gambling at the Turf Bar?

A. Not that I ever saw.

Q. Do you know why jack Ruby moved to Dallas?

A. I have no idea.

Q. Did you and jack Ruby ever discuss why he came to

Dallas?

A. No, never.

35-370 0 - 70 -6
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Q. You said before that Jack Ruby discussed Chicago

with you generally.

A. He said he came up in Chicago and he came up in

a poor neighborhood and he would talk ebout what a rough :

time he had when he was a kid and that's the extent of his 
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talk about Chicago.

Q. Did he ever discuss anyone he grew up with?

A. No.

Q. Did he ever discuss any people he still knew in

Chicago?

A. No, never.

Q. Do you know if jack Ruby knew Barney Baker?

A. Barney Baker? Barney Baker, no.

Q. Did you know Mr. Baker?

A. No, I did not.

Q. Did Jack Ruby know Lenny Patrick?

A. Lenny Patrick, I have no idea. He could have. I

don't even know who Lenny Patrick was myself.

Q. Did jack Ruby know Dave Yaras?

A. I don't know. I don't think so.

Q. Did you know Dave Yaras?

A. I knew wtohe was.

Q. Had you ever met him?

A. I don’t think so. I knew his brother. He had a

brother named Sam Yaras. I don't think I ever met Dave.

■
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Is his name Dave? Is that the name? I don't think I ever

met him. I met his brother. His brother had slot machines.

He was a slot machine man, repaired slot machines.

Q. Where did he repair slot machines?

A. Right in his building.

Q. What city was that in?

A. I believe it was Field Street, I *m  not sure. I

wouldn't say for sure.

Q. What city was that in?

A. Dallas.

In fact, his brother died in Dallas.

Q. Do you remember when Sam Yaras came to Dallas?

A. Who?

Q. Do you know when Sam Yaras came to Dallas?

A. I have no idea.

Q. Do you know if jack Ruby knew Sam Yaras?

A. No, he didn't know him.

Q. Did Jack Ruby know Paul Dorfman?

A. I have no idea. I don't know who Paul Dorfman is.

Q. Did Jack Ruby know Lawrence Meyers?

A. Lawrence who?

Q. Meyers.

A. I don't know. I don't know him.

Q. Did anyone from outside of Dallas consider moving 

to Dallas to get into gambling operations?



80

66

A. I don't know. I really don't know.

Q. Did you ever hear of outside gamblers wanting to

come into Dallas?

A. No; it's a possibility that it would happen and I

wouldn't know anything about it because it wasn't any of my

business.

Q. Was Jack Ruby involved in any prostitution related

activities?

A. Prostitution?

Q. Related activities.

A. No.

Q. Were any of his employees involved in prostitu­

tion?
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A. Not that I know of, no. I don't know about the

Carousel, that's a different proposition. I don t know about

that. I don't think he would be, no.

Q. Was it common in Dallas for club employees to be

involved in prostitution?

A. No, I don't think so. I never heard of it.

Q. Was there much prostitution in Dallas?

A. Not too much, by George, there wasn't too much.

Q. Where was the prostitution that there was?

A. I don't know where it was.

Q. Did it operate out of hotels?

A. It's a possibility they worked out of hotels.
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1 Q. Did you know a woman named Helen Alfonse Roan?

2 A. Helen Alfonse what?

3 Q. Roan, R-o-a-n.

4 A. Not that I recall, no.

5 Q. Do you know if Jack Ruby had close relations with

6 any of his employees?

7 A. No, I don ’ t.

8 Q. Do you know whether or not there was any narcotics

9 a ctivity in the Dallas area?

10 A. Never heard of it, never.

11 Q. Did you know Paul Rowland Jones?

12 A. No, I didn't know of him. I’ve read about him.

13 It seemed like he got into some trouble in Mexico. It seemed

14 like when I read about him, he got into some kind of trouble

15 in Mexico . I never knew him.

16 Q. Did Jack Ruby know him?

17 A. No; I cou-ldn't say for sure but I wouldn't think

18 so.

19 Q- Did Jack Ruby know James or Bunny Breen, B-r-e-e-n?

20 A. I never heard of them. See, a lot of these people

21 you're asking me if jack Ruby knew, he could have known

22 them and I didn't know it. But as far as I know, I didn't

23 know them myself.

24 Q. Was there any illegal gun sales in Dallas when

you were there?



82

68

A. No, not that I know of.

Q. Was there any transportation of guns to or from

other places?

A. Not that I know and I'm positive that there

wasn't.

Q. Did you know Robert Ray McKeown?

A. No, I never heard of him either. I read about

him in some of those articles about him but I never heard

o f him.

Q. You didn *t  know if Jack Ruby knew him?

A. No. If he had, I think he would have told me if

he knew of those people you said about. He’s that kind of

a fellow. I never heard of any of these people you’re asking,

most of them.

Q. Did you know of a John Thomas Mason?

A. No, John Thoma s Ma son.

Q. Did jack Ruby know of him?

A. I don't believe so. Like I tell you, I don’t know

who he knew. He could have known several of those people

end I wouldn't know it, you know.

Q. Did you know Joseph Merola, M-e-r-o-l-a?

A. No.

Q. Did Jack Ruby know him?

A. I don’t know.

Q. To your knowledge.
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A. I have to keep telling you I don ’t know who Jack

Ruby knew, but I wouldn’t think so. Maybe he did, I don't

know.

Q. You stated previously that you did not ask jack

Ruby for four guns in 1954?

A. I don’t recall that, no. I’ve been asked that

several times and I don't recall it.

Q. Does it refresh your recollection to know that

jack Rnby said that you requested four Cobras in 1959?

A. No, it doesn't. The only gun I can rem«nber is

a gun he sent out here and I let it go back, didn’t take

i t out of the—

Q. (Interrupting) Can you think of any reason you

would have wanted guns in 1959?

A. No reason I would have wanted guns in *59,  I was

in Cuba. I*d  get myself killed if I had guns over there.

Q. You stated previously that, to your knowledge.

Jack Ruby only owned one gun?

A. One gun as far as I know. He could have owned

two or three but I didn’t know about it. There wouldn't

be any way I’d know it.

Q. Do you recall being interviewed by the FBI in

June of 1964 by special apnts McFaul and Stevens in Las

Vegas?

A. I remsaber being interviewed by the FBI a lot
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of times. I don't know the exact dates.

Q. Did you tell the FBI in June of 1964 that Jack

Ruby kept a couple of guns at his residence .although he was (

not a gun collector?

A. If I did, I don't recall that. The only gun I

ever saw that Jack Ruby had was a gun that he carried in a

sack,when he closed up at night, he'd take his gun out of

his sack and put it in his pocket and go deposit his money

and then put the gun in his glove compartment. That's all

I recall.

Q. If you told the FBI in June of 1964 that you had

seen a couple of old guns in Jack Ruby's residence, would

that have been the truth at that time?

A. That I saw a couple of old guns? It's a possibili­

ty that he had two guns. I don't remember, to tell you the

truth. But I do remember the gun that he always had on

him when he went out to his club.

Q. You mentioned earlier a couple of times when Jack

Ruby asked you for help. One was with reference to the

curfew problem and one was with reference to AGVA .

Did he ever call you for help on any other matter?

A. No, not a thing.

Q. Did you ever ask him for help on anything?

A. No.

Q. Why did Jack Ruby think to call you long distance
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to ask about hiB problems with AGVA?

A. He was just like that. He would call me on most

any of his darn problems. He was just like that.

Q. Did he call about any other problems?

A. That’s the only problem he had, I guess, was the

AGVA and Miller, he got it taken care of that same day, I

belive. It must have been a minor thing or something.

Q. Did you have any previous contacts with AGVA that

would make him think that you could help him?

A. No, I don't think he would know I had any con­

tacts. He just called me and asked me if I knew anyone that

knew the president of AGVA. It just happened that I did

know Miller and I called Miller to help him.

Q. Were you familiar at all with AGVA in Dallas?

A. Not at all.

Q. While you were there.

A. No.

Q. Did you knew Vincent Lee?

A. Who?

Q. Vincent Lee who worked for AGVA in Dallas.

A. Vincent Lee, no, I didn't.

Q. Did you know James Henry Dolan who worked for

AGVA in Dallas?

A. It seems like I met him. Did he work for AGVA?

Was that the union he worked for?
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Q. He did for a while.

A. He worked for some union. I didn’t know what

union it was. I met him once or twice, I think.

Q. Do you know anything about his activities with the

union?

A. Nothing. I didn’t even know it was AGVA . I know

it was a union.

Q. Did you ever have any dealings with any other

unions?

A. None whatsoever.

Q. Do you know Tony pappa?

A. No.

Q. Do you know Mike Shore?

A. No.

Q. What can you tell us about Jack Ruby^s relations

with the Dallas Police Department?

A. I can just tell you—I’ve been asked that before,

too. He was always, I don't know, I guess he thought it

would help his place. He was always courteous to them. At

Christmas time I think he would give some of them presents,

whiskey or something. That's my idea. I don’t know for

sure. He was very close with them. A TV announcer there

named, I can’t think of his name, but one of the TV

announcers, he just liked to get everywhere.

Q. Was it Gordon McLendon?
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A. I think that’s the name, yes. He knew Gordon

very well. I’d hear him speak of him all the time.

Q. I*m  sorry, you would hear Jack Ruby speak of

McLendon?

A. Yes; maybe he ran ads with him or something, I

don’t know. Just like Tony, I think the reason he knew

Tony was on account of his ads in the papers and things, I

would say.

Q. Did you know Gordon McLendon?

A. No, sir.

Q. Did Jack Ruby ever talk to you about Gordon

McLendon?

A. To tell you the truth, he either introduced

Brescia, in that letter I^ve you, to Gordon or Brescia

introduced him to Gordon McLendon. I’m not sure which way

it was. But Brescia used to come to Dallas with a pro­

fessional basketball team. What’s the name of that trick

team?

Q. Globetrotters?

A. It was another one. It was a well-known team.

And Brescia was a publicity man for them.

Q. Did Jack Ruby have any friends with the Dallas

Police Department?

A. I really don’t know. I have no idea. I wasn’t

that familiar with him to know taho his friends were.
I

I
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Q. Did Jack Ruby ever tell you that he had pull with

the Dallas Police Department?

A. No, he didn't.

Q. To your knowledge, did jack Ruby ever exercise any

pull with the Dallas Police Department?

A. Not to my knowledge, no.

Q. Were you familiar with the Dallas Police Associa­

tion?

A. No, sir. I don't think I knew many policemen in

Dallas.

Q. Did you know Lieutenant George Butler whoformerly

headed the Dallas Police Association?

A. I didn't know him intimately. I knew who he was.

Q, What did you know about Lieutenant Butler?

A. I think he was the head of the vice squad, I be­

lieve. I'm not sure.

Q. How did you happen to know him?

A. I don't remember how I met him.

Q. Was he an associate of H. L. Hunt?

A. I wouldn't think so.

Q. Did Jack Ruby knew Lieutenant George Butler?

A. Did Jack Ruby know Butler? I wouldn't think so.

He could have, I don't know.

Q. Did Jack Ruby ever complain that he had some prob­

lems with the police other than that one curfew incident?
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A. That's the only time I ever heard of. I think

it was about a curfew. I sent him to Schepps. He said

he was being harassed because he was Jewish and I said the

nan for-you to go to see is go see Mr. Schepps and explain

it to him. Maybe he can straighten it out.

Q. Did members of the Dallas Police Department ever

come to Jack Ruby for information?

A. Not that I know of.

Q. Did members of the FBI office in Dallas ever come

to Jack Ruby for information?

A. I don't know but I wouldn't think so.

Q. During the time you were in Dallas, did organized

crime have any impact on activities in Dallas?

A. Organized crime, no. Like I told you, the people

that had the gambling there was Miller and Scarborough and

Dalton, as far as I know.

Q. So it was your impression that it was a local

operation?

A. Local Operation.

Q. Was there anyone from outside who had an influence

on Dallas that you know of?

A. Not that I know of. I would have to say no.

Q. On November 20, 1963, what contact did you have

with an agency of the federal government?

A. on what?

<*1

I I
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Q. On November 20, 1963, did you have any contact

with any agency of the government?

A. Maybe it was the FBI questioning me.

Q. That was prior to the assassination.

A. Was that prior?

Q. Yes.

A. I don't know of any in *63,  no.

Q. Do you recall on November 20, 1963, that you 
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applied for the renewal of a work card in Nevada?

A. Sure.

Q. Do you remember around that time that you had to

get a renewal?

A. *63,  let me see, '63, that was when I got into the

Thunderbird, yes.

Q. What did you have—

A. I got a sheriff's card.

Q. A what?

A. A sheriff's card. You had to get a sheriff's

card. I've got one in my pocket. Do you want to see it?

Would you like to see it?

Q. Sure. --

A. Everybody that works here has to have one of

these.

Q. So the fact that you were applying for the work

card was not because you were in any kind of trouble?
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A. Of course not.

Q. Did you have a card previously?

A. I had a card. I've got it somewhere. Here's one

I had downtown (indicating).

MR. PURDY: Mr. McWillie is showing me a Lae

Vegas Police Department registration card, A-58376, which

is a permanent card. He's listed as a pit boss. His

address and signature and the signature of the Chief of

Police are listed.

THE WITNESS: That's a sheriff's card. I got that

in '63 when I came here.

MR. PURDY: He's also handed me a Clark County

Sheriff's Department ID card, Ho. 63658, which is dated

February 15, 1963. His name is listed. He has signed it

and it is signed by Sheriff Ralph Lamb, L-a-m-b.

THE WITNESS: And it shows- where I worked at the

Thunderbird, they scratched it out. This other card was a

permanent card. When you work downtown, you have to have

one of these (indicating), it was permanent. Now you have

to have one of these (indicating). You don't have to have

this combined now with the sheriff.

BY MR. PURDY:

Q. So right now all you need is a card from the police

department and you don't need a card from the sheriff's 

office?
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A. You have to have a card from the sheriff’s office,

not this card (indicating).

Q. Not the Las Vegas Police Department card.

A. The sheriff is more or less a police chief now.

Q. Since you still have and obviously had or was

issued in February of 1963, what reason would you have had

in November of 1963 to apply for any other kind of card?

A. 1963, maybe that was when I was going to Arruba.

I had to go to the police chief, I think, and I had to get

a letter from the police chief to get cleared down there be­

cause they cleared you through Scotland Yards and the FBI

and the local here. That's the only thing I can recall.

Q. Do you recall a Mrt Robert Kellerer, an identifi­

cation officer with the Reno Sheriff ‘a Office?

A. No, I don't.

Q. Did you—

A. (Interrupting) I had a card up there, too. I

threw it away I think.

Q. On November 20, 1963, would there have been any

reason that you would have needed to contact the Reno

Sheriff's Office for a renewal of a card or for any other

reason?

A. Maybe they contacted them down here. That's ■

probably what happened.

Q. By November 20, 1963, you had already moved from
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Reno to Las Vegas, is that right?

A. November *63,  yes, I came here in *63  at the

Thunderbird. Now, it’s a possibility that checking me out,

they checked with the Reno Police Department. I would have

to say that they might do that. They would do that, wouldn’t

they?

Q. Mr. McWillie, you stated previously that you re­

ceived a phone call from Jack Ruby sometime in 1963 about

his problems with AGVA ?

A. That's right.

Q. About when in. 1963 was that?

A. It was the early part of 1963, I think. Let me

see. *63  now. I went to the Thunderbird in ’63. It had

to be the early part of ’63. Doesn’t the FBI have it on

its report? I told then about it. I’m sure they do. It’s

hard for me to remember dates.

Q. We understand. I think you’re doing very well.

Now, that communication had been in the form of

telephone calls, right?

A. He must have called me three or four times. The

FBI even asked me why he called me.

Q. After that contact with Jack Ruby, what other

contact did you have with him prior to the assassination?

A. He would write me letters about his club, the new

club he had and how beautiful it was and about the razor

35-379 0 - 79 -7
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blades, he sent me some razor blades once or twice,

Sheffield raaor blades I think they called them.,

Q. Did you and Jack Ruby ever talk again on the

phone prior to the assassination?

A. Prior to the assassination?

Q. Right.

A. Just about the AGVA .

Q. Did you see Jack Ruby again after those phone

calls about the AGVA and prior to the assassination?

A. No, never saw him again.

Q. When was the last time that you saw Jack Ruby

pirior to the assassination?

A. The last time I saw Jack Ruby prior to the

assassination, I was driving from Miami to Cai-Neva Lodge

where I was going to work in June in 1961. I stopped at

his house and slept there that night and then drove on.

Q. Did you ooe Jack Ruby again after tho assassina­

tion?

A. Never, never seen jack Ruby after that time I

saw him. •

Q. Did you and Jack Ruby ever exchage any letters

after the assassination?

A. No, sir. I had all I wanted of jack ^-uby. Every

time I turned around the FBI was questioning me about him.

You know I wouldn’t write him. I’m not that silly.
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Q. Did you and Jack Ruby ever talk on the phone

after the assassination?

A. No, sir.

Q. Did you and Jack Ruby ever send any messages of

any kind to each other after the assassination?

A. No, sir. After the assassination I didn't want

to hear his name again.

MR. WOLF: Let the record reflect that we’ve re­

turned to Mr. McWillie the original letters that he received

from his brother concerning Tony Zoppi and the trip to Cuba.

THE WITNESS: My brother got it from Matty Brescia

and Matty Brescia got it from Tony Zoppi.

BY MR. WOLF:

Q. Mr. McWillie, I’d new like to question; you con­

cerning the time when you were in Cuba and several indivi­

duals you may have met while you were there.

- . You *ve  testified that you moved to Cuba in approxi­

mately the middle of 1958, is that correct?

A. I went there in '58, yes, right.

Q. Was that your first trip to Cuba?

A. I had been to Cuba, I took my mother and wife end

daughter to Cuba in the *40 's, just for a trip overnight on

a boat. We took a ship over there, the Florida, I think

they called it.

Q. Had you been there any other time prior to the
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middle of 1958?

A- No.

Q, On your first trip in 1958, how long did you

stay in Cuba?

A. I stayed until we broke relations with Cuba in

■61, January 1, 1961.

Q. And you testified that when you moved to Cuba,

you went to work at the Tropicana Hotel, is that correct?

A. That's right.

Q. And how did you obtain the job at the Tropicana

Hotel while you were in Dallas?

A. A fellow called me from Cuba and asked me if I'd

be interested in going over there to work and I set up an

appointment and went there and talked to them and then went

back to Dallas and went back to Cuba in about a week, I

believe.

Q. So you did return to Dallas after the first trip

to Cuba?

A. I think maybe a week, ten days.

Q. Who was that who called you?

A. A fellow named Johnny Williams.

Q. How did he get your name?

A. I met him in Dallas. I don't know how I met him

but I did meet him and he found out I was in the gamgling

business and he said, "Maybe I can get you a good job over
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in Cuba. * Sure enough, he called me a week or so after he

2 left Dallas.

3 Q. Where did Mr. Williams work?

4 A. Mr. Williams didn't work. I don't know what Mr.

5 Williams did, to tell you the truth.

6 Q. Where did he live?

7 A. He lived in Boston.

8 Q- And where did you first meet Mr. Williams?

9 A. I met him in Dallas.

10 Q. He was just visiting at that time?

11 A. Sir?

12 Q. He was just visiting at that time?

13 A. He was just visiting Dallas. I don't recal 1 how

14 I met him, but I met him in Dallas.

15 Q. And who did you Bee when you first weht to Cuba

16 for the interview ?

17 A. I went to ooe the Foxes. They had a meeting and

18 there was Martinez Fox and Oscar Cheninder.

19 Q. Was Pedro Fox present?

20 A. Pedro Fox, that's Martinez's brother. There were

21 several Cubans there and an interpreter.

22
Q. Were the Foxes the owners of the Tropicana?

23 A. They were the only owners. I was the only

24 American in there.

jn
Q. Do you know Mr. T. W. Richardson?

A. Yes, sir, sure do.
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Q. And how do you know Mr. Richardson?

A. How long have I known him?

Q. How long have you known and how do you know Mr.

Richardson?

A. I’ve known Mr, Richardson since I started dealing

dice about 40 some odd years ago, 47 years ago.

Q. You met him in Dallas?

A. No, I met him in Mississippi. I was dealing dice

in Mississippi then.

Q. Did Mr. Richardson have any connection with Cuba?

A. I think T. W. had something to do with the

managing the Capri.

Q. Did you see him while you were in Cuba?

A. Didn’t see him too much. I did see him in Cuba.

Q. Did you see him that first time when you went over

to take the job at the Tropicana?

A. No, I didn't see him. He didn’t know I was there.

T. W. was in the Riverside Hotel and he left. He was the

manager of the Riverside Hotel. I took his place when he

resigned in *62,  I think. But I've known T. W. for years.

He's a very-nice man.

Q. You stated that you met the Foxes when you first

went over to interview for your job with the Tropicana and

you also stated that you were promised a percentage of the

Trppicana if things were successful.
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A. Martinez promised me a percentage if it ever

did any business, but it never did any business. That

was right at the time of the revolution. Do you have what

date I went over to work there?

Q. Approximately September of ’58.

A. I was going to say August. It must have been

September.

Q. Was the Tropicana successful prior to the revo­

lution?

A. It had been successful. It was a very beautiful

place, beautiful shows, beautiful gaming room.

Q. Were the Foxes financially well off?

A. Yes, I'm sur e they were.

Q. Were they the whole owners of the casino?

A. Were they what?

Q. Were they the whole and sole owners of the

casino?

A. Yes, I would say they were. I'd have to say I'm

almost positive.

Q. They had no partners?

A. No.

Q. Do you know if they ever received financial backing

from anybody?

A. They didn't need any financial backing.

Q. Did they ever get any loans from anybody?



100

86

i

.3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

II

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

A. I wouldn't think so because they had a big business

that madeiothing but money for years and years. They had

the numbers and every other thing.

Q. Do you know, did jack Ruby know the Foxes?

A. Yes, I introduced him to the Foxes.

Q. When he came to Cuba?

A. When he came there, I introduced him, yes.

Q. Did he have any other dealings with the Foxes?

A. He ran around with me. The whole time he was there

he was running around me except when he went to bed.

Q. What happened to the Foxes when the government

closed the hotel?

A. Well, they eventually all went to Miami.

Q. They did not stay in Cuba?

A. Sir?

Q. They did not stay in Cuba?

A. They stayed there for a while but eventually they

left and went to Miami.

Q. And you took a job at the Capri Hotel, is that

correct?

A. Right.

Q. Who did you know at the Capri Hotel to get the

job?

A- If I remember correctly, I think it was Martinez

told me to go up there, that I could get a job up there if
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A. No, just to say hello.

87

I'd go up there. And I went up there and saw some fellow,

Angelo, I don't know his last name, but his first name was

Angelo.

Q. Could the last name have been Bruno?

A. No.

Q. Do you know a Mr. Angelo Bruno?

A. I've known him to see him in Cuba. I've seen him

in Cuba. I don't know Mr. Bruno.

Q. You never met Mr. Bruno?

A. No, just to say hello. He knew who I was because

in this business I'm a pretty good man in the gamabling

business. I've bean in it so many years.

Q. Do you know a Mr. Willie Bischoff?

A. Lefty Clark, that was his name. Wasn't his name

Lefty Clark? I never did know his right name.

Q. Yes, also known as Lefty Clark.

A. I took his place in the Tropicana. They let him

go and I took his place there.

Q. Why was Mr. Bischoff let go, do you know?

A. Well, it had sotething to do with the Black Jack

getting cheated or something, something like that. That's

what I heard. I don't know why they let him go.

Q. Did you associate with Mr. Bischoff at all after

he was let go?
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Q. Yes .

A. I don’t know him but I knowvho he is. He may be

dead. Is he living?

Q. He's still alive.

A. I didn't know that. But I know who he is. They

call him the General. But I never met him in my life.

Q. Did you know that he was in Cuba?

A. No, I didn't.

Q. Do you know if Jack Ruby knew him at all?

A. If Jack Ruby met him?

Q. Right.

A. I wouldn't think co.

Q. Who were the owners of the Capri?

A. I don't know. I don't have any idea. I went in

there and took charge of the day shift and I don't know

how long I was there to tell you the truth. But it wasn't

too long. I went to open up one morning and they stuck

machine guns in ray stomach and I gave then the keys and

turned around and walked off.

Q. Did you ever work at the Riviera Hotel?



Q. Did you have any affiliation with the Riviera?

A. No.

Q. When you were at the Tropicana, what were your

primary duties?

A. To manage the casino.

Q. Were you familiar generally with the prior

management of the casino operation?

A. No, not the bookkeeping and all that kind of

thing. I was familiar with running, seeing that the games

didn't get cheated and the dealers and everything stayed

in line.

Q. Were you responsible for hiring individuals to work

in the casino?

A. No, they hired all them. There wasn't nothing but

Cubans working there when I was there.

~ Q. Did the casino have to pay a tax to the Cuban

government to operate?

A. I really don't know. I wouldn't know.

Q. Did Cuban officials have to be bribed to have

a casino operation?

A. I don'tkiow. There wouldn't be any way I *d  know

that.

Q. Were you familiar with any of the Cuban officials

in the government at that time?
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A. NO.

Q. Do you recollect any of their names?

A. No, I could not recollect one name. Ventura, I

think he was the chief of police, I believe it was, but I

didn't know him. I'd see him come in there with his body

guards.

Q. Do you recall any other names of Cuban officials?

A. Officials?

Q. Officials who would have responsibility to super­

vise casinos.

A. Supervise the casinos?

Q. Or involved generally.

A. No. Ventura didn't have rothing to do with

the casino; I just knew him to see him because he was

supposed to be a very vicious fellow.

Q. How about any other Cuban officials in the govern­

ment generally, can you recall any of their names?

A. No, I wouldn't have any reason to know any of than.

Q. Did the casinos make payments to any non-government

officials to continue operating, the owners of the casinos?

A. No, I wouldn't think so. It belonged to them.

Q. The Foxes never discussed that with you?

A. I didn't understand.

Q. Did the Foxes ever discuss the general operation of

the casino with you?
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A. No, in fact, they couldn’t even speak English.

One could speak English, Pedro.

Q. Do you know a Mr. Norman Rothman?

A. I know him to see him.

Q. Have you. ever met Mr. Rothman?

A. It was in Cuba, yes. He’d come in and out of the

Tropicana every once in a while. ' He came up and introduced

himself to me and shook hands with me. I’d see him gambling

there when I*d  go around to different places.

Q. Did you ever have any discussions with Mr. Rothman?

A. No.

Q. Do you know a Mr. Santo Trafficante?

A. Know him to see him.

Q. Have you ever met Mr. Trafficante?

A. Like I say, he knew who I was and he shook hands

with me when he saw me, but that was it. I've been asked

that a lot of -times, too. But I didn't know Mr. Trafficante

intimately, no.

Q. Did anybody introduce you to him or did he intro­

duce himself to you?

A. Maybe Pedro did, I don't know, when he would come

in a party or something.

Q. Did you ever meet Mr. Trafficante apart from being

in Cuba in the casinos?
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Q. You never met Mr. Trafficante in the United States?

A. Not that I recall. Maybe I did, I don't think so.

Q. Are you aware that Mr. Trafficante wae imprisoned

in Cuba?

A. Yes, there were a bunch of them imprisoned.

Q. Were you in Cuba at that time?

A. Yeah.

Q. Do you taiow why Mr. Trafficante was imprisoned?

A. To tell you the truth, I don't. I think they

just wanted to get them out of there myself.

Q. Did you visit Mr. Trafficante in prison?

A. I didn't visit him. I went out there once or

twice to visit a fellow, he was a dealer. He had a young

son and a wife and he gambled all his money away. At times

we would take up a collection amongst dealers and give him

money. I went out there once or twice to see him.

Q. Did you soe anybody else in prison?

A. I saw everybody out there. Trafficante, I think he

was in there.

Q. Did you see Mr. Trafficante?

A. I caw him but I didn't talk to him.

Q. You saw him but you could not talk to him.

A. I didn't know him that intimately.

Q. Do you know of anybody who did visit Mr. Trafficante

in prison?
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A. No, I don't. I went out there with someone but I

don't recall who it was.

Q. Do you know a John Wilson Hudson?

A. Who?

Q. A John Wilson Hudson.

A. Hudson?

Q. Yes.

A. No, sir, I don't.

Q. Were you afraid of being imprisoned yourself?

A. They never did bother me for some reason. I don't

know why. They never did the whole time I was there.

Q. Do you have any accounting for that?

A. Sir.

Q. Do you know any reason why they would not bother

you?

A. Sir?

Q. Do you know any reason why they would not bother

you?

A. I don't know, it could have been the Foxes, I

don't know. I don't know why they didn't but they didn't.

I never was arrested there. If I'd have stayed there, I'd

probably have gotten arrested after we broke relations with

them. I left the first day of January 1961, I think it was.

Q. Was jack Ruby in Cuba visiting you during the time

when you went to visit the prison and saw Santo Trafficante
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there?

A. I don't think so. He could have been but I

don’t think so. He could have been but I don’t really think

he was. I don't remember what date Jack was there.

Q. Did you discuss with Jack Ruby the imprisonment

of many of the people that were working in Cuba?

A. No, I didn't discuss things like that with him.

Q. What other individuals did you see during your

visit to that prison? Do you remember the names of them?

A. I saw Dino, Dino Cellini. He was the manager of

the place, too, where I had worked.

Q. Which place was that?

A. Tropicana, Then he was at the Riviera.

Q. And you knew Mr. Cellini?

A. I didn't know him initimately. I knew him to talk

to him, how's business and this and that.

Q. Did you ever have any business dealings with Mr.

Cellini?

A. Never.

Q. Did jack Ruby know Mr. Cellini?

A. No, he wouldn't know Dino.

Q. Did Jack Ruby know Mr. Trafficante?

A. No.

Q. Was Mr. Rothman put in prison?

A. I don't think so. I don't beliee he wasi \
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prison was—

A. (Interrupting) to see this fellow Degeorgio or

whatever his name was.

Q. Was there only one prison where all the people

were kept?

A. No, they had two prisons. They had one they

called Principle, was a real bad prison. This one didn't

look like a prison. It had a wire fence around it.

Q. What could you do to try and help a friend of

yours who was in prison to get out?

A. I wasn't trying to help him get out. I just went

out there to say hello to him.

Q. Was there anything one could do, even if not

yourself, generally?

A. No, I don't think so. I wouldn't know, but I

wouldn't think they could get them out.

Q. Could you bribe anybody to get them out of prison?

A. I don't really know about that, I don't know.

Q. Did you know Mr. Meyer Lansky?

A. No, sir, never laid eyes on him in my life. I know

35-379 0 - 79 -8
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1 his brother, knew his brother.

Q. Jake?

A. Jake, very fine man.

Q. How did you know Jake?

A. I knew Jake in Cuba .

Q. How did you first meet Jake?

A. I don't recall how I met him. I just don't re-

8 call. I did meet him. It might have been through Dino.

9

io

11

Q. Did Jack Ruby know Jake Lansky?

A. No, positive he didn't.

Q. What was the nature of your relationship with

Jake Lansky?

A. Just to say hello and that's all.

Q. Did you ever have dinner with him?

A. No.

Q. What casino did Mr. Lansky operate at?

A. Mr. Lansky was around the Riviera. I don't know if

operated it or what but he was there, Jake Lansky I'm

19 talking about.

20 Q. Did you know Mr. John Roselli?

A. I didn't know him. I've seen him around town here

22 like I told the FBI and then Mr. Fenton. I've seen Mr.

23 Roselli aroundhere. Any time I would go in the Sands to see

24 a show, I would see him there.

Q- Did you ever see Mr. Roselli outside of Vegas?
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A. Never in my life.

Q. You never saw him in Cuba?

A. I don't think he was in Cuba when I was there.

Q. Did you ever talk to him while he was here in

Vegas?

A. I never talked to him while he was there. He's

kind of a belligerent fellow. I had no reason to say any­

thing to him.

Q. Do you know a Mr. Sam Giancana?

A. No.

Q. Have you heard of Mr. Giancana?

A. I don't know him.

Q. You never met Mr. Giancana?

A. No.

Q. Do you know if Mr. Roselli or Mr. Giancana had

interests in Cuban casinos?

A. There wouldn't be any way I'd know that.

Q. Had you heard that before?

A. I never heard of it, no. What attracted me to Mr.

Roselli was any time I ever saw him he had on dark glacses,

and he was a well dressed fellow and a fellow you would

notice in a crowd, you know, especially with the dark

glasses on.

Q. You stated that you were the only American working

at the Tropicana, all the other employees were Cuban?
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A. That's right.

Q. Was that characteristic for most of the other

casinos?

A. No, the other casinos had mostly Americans on

them, especially on the dice games, you know. The dice

games are pretty hard, to deal and undersisid and learn. So

it was mostly American dealers.

Q. When you were hired at the casino, did you have

to apply for an employee work card like you 've shown ui for

here in the state of Nevada?

A. No, I had to go to Dallas and get, after Castro

got there, I had to go to Dallas and get a letter from the

sheriff.

Q. What type of letter?

A. Sir?

Q. What type of letter from the sheriff?

A. As to ray character, you know, I hadn’t been' An

trouble there.

Q. That was after Castro took over?

A. ■ Yes? and I took it back and gave it to the Foxes.

Q. Prior to Castro taking over in 1958 or '59, 1958,

did you have, in September of '58 when you first got your

job at the Tropicana, did you have to apply for a work card

through the Cuban government?

A. No, I just went in there and talked to than and
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got the job and went to work.

Q. When did you leave Cuba?

A. January 1, 1961.

Q. You stayed approximately two yMT«, then, after

Fidel Castro took over?

A. *59,  *60,  yes, almost two years.

Q. From 1958 through 1961, did you ever return to the

United States for visits?

A. Many times, yes. I used to bring money and

deposit it for the Foxes.

Q. And where would that be deposited?

A. sir?

Q. Where would that be deposited?

A. Well, I deposited money in the PanAnerican Bank

and I deposited money in the, I think it was a Miami bank,

I don 11 know.

Q. Were met of your trips to Miami?

A. Sir?

Q. Were mot of your trips from Cuba to Miami?

A. To the banks, yes.

Q. Did you ever go anywhere else besides Miami when

you returned for a visit?

A. No.

Q. How did you keep in touch with your friends in

the United States while you were in Cuba?
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A. I didn't keep in touch with them.

Q. Did you write them at all?

A. Very of them.

Q. Did you phone them at all?

A. No.

Q. Did you ever make any phone calls while you were

in Cuba back to the United States?

A. I don't recall getting any. Maybe Jack Ruby

called about Tony Zoppi, maybe, said they were coming <x

something like that. Otherwise I never got any calls.

Q. Did you ever place any calls from Cuba to people

in the United States?

A. Not that I recall. I don't know who it could

have been.

Q. You told us about Mr. Meyer Panitz.

A. Sir?

Q. Mr. Meyer Panits, p-a-n-i-t-z.

A. Panitz, yeah.

Q. Did you ever call Mr. Panitz in Miami?

A. It's possible that I did because he's a very

close friend cf mine.

Q. Could that phone call have been right after Jack

Ruby visited you?

A. Oh, no, I think Panitz was in Cuba when Jack Ruby 

was there. I believe he was in Cuba.
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Q. He was a close friend of Jack Ruby, is that

correct?

A. Panitz, yes.

Q. What activities did Mr. Panitz engage in?

A. Years ago, many years ago, he was a book maker.

Q. How many years ago was that?

A. Oh, Christ, I'd say 35, 40 years ago.

Q. After that, what type of activity did he engage

in?

A. He could have worked in Cuba, I'm not cure. I

think he worked in Cuba.

Q. You knew him in Dallas, is that correct?

A. Yes; Memphis, too.

Q. And did there come a time when he moved to Miami?

A. Did what?

Q, Did Mr. Panitz nove to Miami?

• -A. • He wan in Dallas, ho ■worked in Dallas. He worked

for me at the Top of the Hill, what we call, box watching

the crap games, sitting down. Where else did he work? He

could have worked around the Top of the Hill, I remember

that, and I believe he wesrked in Cuba. I believe he worked

at the Capri too in Cuba.

Q. What period of time was that?

A. I don't have any idea. I'm sure he worked there.

Q. Did Jack Ruby see Mr. Panitz while he was in
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Cuba?

A. I couldn't Bay for sure.

Q. You assume he would hare if Mr. Panitz was there?

A. I'm sure if Panitz was there at the time, yeah.

Like I say, I don't know what year he was there.

Q. Is Mr. Panitz alive today?

A. He's dead.

Q. And you don't recall calling Mr. Panitz from Cuba 

right after jack Ruby was there?

A. Right after Jack Ruby was there?

Q. Right after Jack Ruby visited you, you don't

recall calling Mr. Panitz in Miami?

A. I don't recall calling him. It's possible.

Q. Do you know Misty Lane Miner?

A. Yes.

Q. Hou do you know Ms. Miner?

■A. I used to go with her for a few months. She was

in Cuba, too.

Q. Whan was she in Cuba?

A. I don't know, she wasn't there to Bee me. She

just camewer there. We had broken up a couple or three

years before. I think she was there around a week, I'm not

sure.

Q. Did she see you when ahe was in Cuba?

A. Yes, I said hello to her.
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Q. Did she give you any message from jack Ruby?

A. No.

Q. Did Jack Ruby knew her?

A. He knew her, Bure.

Q. How long did Jack Ruby atay in Cuba when he visited

you?

A. To the best of my recollection, I'd say six days

maybe, not over a week, I don't think.

Q. Can you remember what activities Mr. Rudy did

while he was down there?

A. He was right out there where I worked. Every

norning when I got up he was there. When I left the place,

he went with me to eat and went to bed.

Q. Were there any special shows during that pariod

of time that Mr. Ruby wanted to see or things to do?

A. The best show down there was at the Capri. Maybe

he went there once or twice.

Q. Do you remenber anything in particular that Mr.

Ruby did during that week?

A. I don't remember a darn thing he did but bug ne

all week.

Q. When was this that Mr. Ruby visited you in Cuba?

A. I'd have to say it was in '59.

Q. Do you remember the month it was?

A. It might have been august. I don't recall. I be-
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lieve it was August. I don't know for sure.

Q. How do you pinpoint the date of August?

A. It just seems like to me it was in August. I

tdld Mr. Fenton that, I believe.

Q. Is there anything particular that sticks out in 

your mind?

A. No, it just seems like it was the middle of the

year. I’d have to say it was right around August, I’d say.

I’m not sure. There’s no way I could tell you for sure.

Q. Was it during hurricane season?

A. No, I don't think so. I think the hurricane

season starts in September, I’m not sure.

Q. Did Mr. Ruby, to your knowledge, ever visit Cuba

at any other time?

A. Not that I know of. I would say no.

Q. He never discussed any other visits with you?

A. I would say no because I never did see him- there

any more. I know if he had been there, I would have seen

him.

Q. When he wasrin Cuba, did you discuss the Castro

situation with Mr. Ruby?

A. No.

Q. You have no idea hew long prior to Castro’s taking

over he was dcjwn there?

A. No, I don't, I really don't. I know that Castro
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had taken over when he was there, that he had already taken

over. I think he took over Na*  Year's of 1959, I believe.

Q. To clarify the dates of Jack Ruby's visit in

Cuba, to the best of your recollection, it was August of

1959?

A. That's what I'd say. I don't really know. Look

at the FBI report, maybe they know. I'm not trying to be

smart but I don't know the date.

Q. I understand that. We're trying to clarify it

for the record. |

In other words, it was definitely after Castro

took over?

A. Definitely, yes. It was definite^ after Castro

took over. That's when they really needed business. That's
i

the reason I called him. They were trying to get Tony to

came down there. I couldn't ay for sure, but I'd have to

say it was around July or August.

Q. So due to the Castro takeover, you needed business,

and you suggested to the Foxes—

A. (Interrupting) I suggested this thing to them

before that, too. They finally made up their minds after

business got so bad, they was doing anything to try to get

business because not many people came over there, tourists,

after Castro got there.

Q. So you suggested to the Foxes that you knew Jack
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Ruby?

A. I knew Tony Zoppi and I knew a man that could get

him to bring him over there.

Q. And when did you first meet Mr. Zoppi?

A. I'd say in the middle '40's, just to speak to

him. I didn't know him well. He was a columnist and he'd

make night clubs and you'd see him around night clubs and

restaurants.

Q. Why didn't you: call Mr. Zoppi directly to see if

he would come over?

A. Because I didn't know him that well, jack Ruby

did business with him with the paper. He was with the

Dallas Morning News. In fact, he was with Zoppi, like I

told you, when President Kennedy got shot, I believe. I

believe he was there the next day or the same day. I mean

I'm going by the papers, what the papers said.

Q. How did you first get in touch with Jack Ruby

about inviting Tony Zoppi and himself to come down to Cuba?

A. I believe I called him on the phone, I'm not sure.

It's possible that I did. I might have written him a

letter, I don't know.

Q. And what was Mr. Ruby's reaction?

A. it was all right. He said he could get him to

come. He was supposed to come.

Q. What did you do in response to Mr. Ruby's reaction;
I
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A. I just told him it would help us out at the

Tropicana if he could get Tony down there and give u« «ome

writeups in his column.

Q. Did you wait until Jack Ruby called you back to

get in touch with Tony Zoppi?

A. I don't recall. I know Tony agreed to come down

there. I even called him or he called me, I don't know

which.

Q. Did you call Tony directly?

A. No, I called Jack. I didn't know Tony well enough

to talk to him.

Q. After your first phone call with jack Ruby, what

period of time elapsed until either Jack called you or you

called Jack back to—

A. (interrupting) It was a pretty good while.

Q. it was a long time?

A. I would say it was a few months.

Q. So, then, you probably called him sometime in the

spring of 1959 and then it would be a few months, it

would be August until he finally came down?

A. I'd have to say that, yeah, then he came by him­

self. If Tony would have came with him, then all this

wouldn't be going on here. It's an unfortunate thing that

he didn't cone with him. I think I sent him two tickets.

1 , i

i1

i • K

1
11

'i

;ii

• ■ ■

I
I

I
I

I'm not sure. I'm positive I sent him two tickets.
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Q. You sent Jack Ruby two tickets?

A. Two tickets, one for him and one for Zoppi.

Q. And that was after Jack Ruby told you that Zoppi

had agreed to come?

A. That he would come, yeah. I’d have to say that’s

correct.

Q. And the two tickets were being paid for by the

hotel?

A. They paid me the money. I bought the tickets.

Q. You bought the tickets?

A. Yeah, I bought the tickets but they gave me the

money.

Q. They gave you the money?

A. Oh, sure. It wasn't a hotel, it was a night club.

The Tropicana wasn't a hotel.

Q. And they did not expect to be paid back for these

two tickets, did they?

A. Oh, no, it was part of their publicity. 'Riey

spent a" lot of money advertising, in fact, they had a sign

across the causeway in Miami about a block long for years.

Q. And you prepaid the two tickets and sent than to

Jack Ruby, is that correct?

A. I paid for them with money, is that what you mean,

prepaid?

Q. Yes.
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A. Yes.

Q. Did you also tell Mr. Ruby that or make for Mr.

Ruby any accommodations for where they would stay when they

got down there?

A. I told them that they would be taken care of in

any hotel they wanted to, the bill would be taken care of

because that was the agreement I had with the Foxes.

Q. And that was not prepaid in advance, was it?

A. No.

Q. Where did Jack Ruby stay when he got down there?

A. They didn't pay his way when he got there because

he didn't bring Zoppi. He stayed at a little hotel there.

I was living at the Foxa at the time, F-o-x-a, it was an

apartment building. He stayed in a little hotel. I could

look out my window and see it down on the corner.

Q. Was his ticket still paid for even though Tony

Zoppi didn't come?

A. We went ahead and paid that, they did rather. I

didn't get it back.

Q. The letter you've given us today from Tony Zoppi,

the portion of the letter you gave to us today, do you still

have the top of that letter?

A. The whole letter?

Q. Yes.

A. No, it was a perconal letter to this fellow here.
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Biat's the only part I had of it.

Q. The letter was addressed to?

A. The letter that Tony sent was sent to Brescia.

Q. Right. And did he give you the entire letter or

just the bottom portion?

A. He gave me the entire letter but I tore off the

bottom part because that was the only part that concerned

me. It was all personal.

Q. And you destroyed the top portion? Ycu no longer

have the top portion of the letter?

A. There wasn’t anything in there that anyone would

be interested in. I just read the bottom part where he

concluded his letter and tore it out.

Q. Do you still have the top part?

A. No.

Q. Was there any reason you didn't give that letter

to Mr. Cline and Mr. Penton when they came to talk to you?

A. I told then I had it.

Q. Did they ask to see it?

A. They told me if I got subpoenaed to bring it with

me, I'm pretty sure they did. I'm positive I brought it

up to them. You see, when they interviewed me, I was at a

friend of mine's house, staying overnight, because they were

gone out of town and they were scared someone would break in

their house and they came over there. In fact, I went down 
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in
1 and met them.

2 Q. Do you know why Tony Zoppi couldn't go to Cuba?

3 A. Sir?

4 Q. Do you know why Tony Zoppi couldn't go to Cuba on

5 that trip?

A. Why he didn't come?

Q. Yes.

A. No, I don't. I have no idea. I guess he was

busy or something, couldn't make it.

Q. Why did Jack Ruby come?

A. He just wanted to use the free ticket, I guess.

Q. Before Jack Ruby came, did he tell you that Tony

13 Zoppi would not be coming?

14 A. No, he didn't tell me. I would have told him to 
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stay there then I wouldn't have had all this.

Q. Do you recall being interviewed by the FBI concern­

ing Jack Ruby's visits to Cuba?

A. I recall them interviewing me about jack Ruby, yes.

Q. Did you tell the FBI about Tony Zoppi?

A. I don't think I did, to tell you the truth. I

didn't think about it until I got the darn letter. Then it

all came back to me why he was coming down there.

Q. And this letter is the letter you received in 1976?

A. I received a letter in 1976 from my brother, yes.

Q. So from 1963 to 1976, you. had just forgotten?

35-370 0-79-9
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A. I had just forgot about it, to tell you the

truth. I was all shook up? about the darn thing happening and

it just slipped my mind.

Q. Wasn't really the only reason for Ruby to come

visit was to get Tony Zoppi?

A. That's right.

Q. Isn't that the pr- -imary reason for him to visit?

A. That's the only reason that he came down there

was he was supposed to bring Tony Zoppi and he didn't bring

Q. It wasn't to give Jack Ruby a vacation, was it?

A. No, I don't think so. It might have been what I

told the FBI because like I say, I was so shook up when I

talked to them that first time and I didn't know what to 
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24

tell them.

Q. In an FBI interview dated June 9, 1964, and the

interview being conducted on June 8, 1964, by special agents

Stevens and McFaul, let me read you part of what you said

about jack Ruby's visit to Cuba. You stated, “in 1959, date

unrecalled, he wrote to Ruby and asked him if he wotild like

to come to Havana for a week. He stated there was no ulterior

motive and that he had been a close friend of Ruby's and

extended this invitation as one would to a brother. He

realized Ruby was working hard with his Dallas night club and

felt that! Ruby moeded a rent. Because the cost of plane
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tickets in Havana could be paid for by pesos for approximately

one fifth of the cost of the ticket in the United States,

he purchased a round-trip ticket for Ruby at his own ex­

pense and mailed it to Ruby in Dallas after which Ruby

boarded a plane and flew to Havana for a visit."

Later in the report, if I may just read another

paragraph, it states, "with further regard to the airline

ticket purchased by McWillie, he stated that as best he

can recall, the peso evaluation of this ticket wns about

$75 and that he had personally absorbed the cost. He could

not be certain whether Ruby repaid him for this ticket after

Ruby reached Havana, again explaining that he purchased the

ticket at Havana and mailed it to Ruby at one fifth of what

it would cost Ruby to buy a comparable ticket in Dallas.

He does not recall standing any other expenses for Ruby in

connection with the trip and was unable to state whether

Ruby had repaid him for the cost of the ticket or not."

Now, is that an accurate account of whatyou told

the FBI?

A. I may have told them that but Zoppi was supposed

to come with Ruby. It just slipped my mind about Zoppi,

that's all. I'm sure I sent him two tickets. I paid for

them out of sy pocket but I got the coney from the Foxes.

Q. The agents questioned you in fairly explicit de­

tail, is that not correct?
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' A. Sir?

2 Q. The agents questioned you in fairly explicit de-

3 tail, is that not correct?

4 A. They questioned me pretty good, yes.

Q. I mean they specifically asked you whether or not

6 there was an ulterior motive for your sending a ticket to

7 Jack Ruby. Don't you think you would have remembered about
Q

Tony Zoppi at that time?

A. I didn't remember until I got that letter, to tell

0 you the truth. I did not remember about it until I got the

1 letter and then it all hit me at one time and I said to ray­

self, well, I should have told the FBI that.

Q. There's also an FBI report dated November 27, 1963,

the interview being conducted November 25, 1963, by special

agents Stevens and Salisbury concerning Ruby's trip to

Cuba. Again it says, “McWillie said he had gone to Cuba

to work at the Tropicana at Havana, Cuba, and while there—

A. (Interrupting) I didn't understand you.

Q. I'm sorry, the report states, "McWillie said he

had gone to Cuba to work at the Tropicana at Havana, Cuba,

and white there sometime in 1959, Ruby had been in Cuba for

about a one week's vacation and he had seen Ruby there at that,

time. He said he knew of no interests Ruby might have had

in Cuba."

A. He^didn't have any interests in Cuba and he did
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take a vacation when he came by himself. He darn sure didi

Q. And again you did not recall that Tony Zoppi

was the primary reason that Jack Rvby—

A. (interrupting) No, I didn’t. To tell you the

truth, I didn't until I got that letter and it hit me and

I said, my, God, I should have told the FBI that.

Q. Even when questioned about the cost of Ruby's

trip?

A. I didn't recall it. Like I say, it was such a

terrible thing that happened that I was just shook all up.

They came out there the same day, I think.

Q. You are sure, however, that Jack Ruby's trip to

Cuba was after Castro took over? Are you sure of that now?

A. I'm positive of it, yeah.

Q. And the reason you can date that is —

A. (Interrupting) I'd have to say,yes, it was after

he took over.

Q. And what's the reason you can date that?

A. I wasn't there—do you have it there when I went

to Cuba? You said September?

Q. September of 1958.

A. It would have to be after Castro was in.

Q. And the reason you're dating that again is because

of the decline in business due to Castro's takeover, is that

correct?
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A. That's correct. Business declined when Castro

got there.

Q. How was business generally when you first moved

to the casino in 1958? I

A. How was what?

Q. How was business at the Tropicana?

A. It wasn't any good. It was going down then.

ttiere was talk in all the papers about Castro going to

arrive there and everything, it had declined.

Q. It had declined at that time?

A. Real bad.

Q. Could the Foxes have asked you at that time or

you had suggested to the Foxes at that time to get in touch

with Tony Zoppi?

A. I had suggested to the Foxes that we might get some

business out of Dallas if we would get him to.write articles

in'his column about it.

Q. When was the first time you made that suggestion

to the Foxes?

A. I sade that, I believe, when I first went there.

I believe I' did. I'm not positive. Then when it got so bad

after Castro got there, I went to them again and they decided

to go ahead with it.

Q. When jou first made the suggestion to the Foxes, when

you first got there in September of '58, did you tell jack



Ruby that, in fact, you had made that suggestion?

A, Did I tell—

Q. (Interrupting) Did you tell Ruby even though

nothing had been definite with the Foxes?

A. No.

Q. You never told Jack Ruby you had made the

suggestion until the Foxes O.K.'d the deal?

A. in '58?

Q. Right, in '58.

A. I don't think so. I think it was after Castro

got there.

Q. You never told him you had made the suggestion

until the Foxes O.K. 'd the deal?

A. No, I didn't call him until after they O.K. 'd the

deal.

Q. You stated that you asked or you might have asked

jack Ruby to send you a gun in Cuba just because you could

get yourself killed down there, a lot of people had guns.

A. Well, it was awful bad down there. It was scary,

little kids carrying machine guns.

Q. Was there much gun running into Cuba?

A. Sir?

Q. Was there much gun runnint into Cuba?

A. I don't know about any gun running. No way I'd 

know about that.
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118
Where did all the guns come from?

Castro brought them with him.

Do you know how Castro got his guns?

No, I don't have any idea. ■

Do you know Mr. Robert McKeown?

No, sir, I sure don't. You asked me that before.

Do you know Dominick Bartone?

No, sir.

Have you ever heard the name before?

Dominick Bartone?

Bartone.

Never heard of him.

Mr. Edward Browder?

Edward who?

Browder.

No, sir.

You never heard that name before?

No. McKeown'sname I've read in articles about

But you never met him personally?

No.
You just read that.

I wouldn't know him if I'd see him.

Do you know Mr. Sam Benton?

Who? .
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Q. Benton, B-e-n-t-o-n.

\ A. No, sir.

Q. We're turning for a moment to Ruby's trip without

Tony Zoppi to Cuba.

A. O.K.

Q. Mr. Zoppi has written an article on the subject.

Are you aware of that fact?

A. No, I 'rt not.

Q. in Mr. Zoppi's article, he states that the trip

was supposed to be in Dec enter of 1958, which is prior to

Castro's taking over.

A. Maybe I did call him before '59. But I did call

him in '59 again. If I did make: a call in '58, then I did

make a call in '59.

Q. Could you explain that? I'm not sure I understand.

A. It's possible that I didcall in '58.

MR. WOLF: Off the records

(Thereupon, a short discussion was had off the

record.)

MR. WOLF: On the record.

BY MR. WOLF:

Q. As we were stating, Mr. Zoppi has told us and

written that to the best of his recollection, it was in

December of 1958 when he was supposed to come down to make

this review and, in fact, one of the reasons he did not go
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was he had another show in Las Vegas to review. That was

the reason he did not go down to Cuba with Jack Ruby. He

states that he intended going down after the review but did

not go down to Cuba because Castro took over. And that's

how he places the dates of Decenber 1958 because he's

certain that since Castro took over January 1, 1959, he then

did not go down.

A. Well, it’s possible that I could have called in

*58. But I know I called in *59,  too. But It's possible

but I'm not sure.

Q. 'Riat’s what we were asking before. The Foxes did 

not approve Jack Ruby and Tony Zoppi coming down together

13 until 1959?

A. The first time, it might have been '58, the latter 
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part of '58. I'm not positive on this. It's been so long,

it's been 20 years ago, you know. But I did know that I

called jack Ruby in '59 and ho told no ho von Id bring.ttony

Zoppi. He said, "Don't worry. I'll bring him down there."

How, it's possible that I did call him in '58, too, I don-Jt

recall it.

Q. And Jack Ruby, when he was in Cuba, was that be­

fore or after Castro took over?

A. jack Rubyvas in Cuba after Castro took over.

Q. And, to the beet of your recollection, that was

August of 1959? ■
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A. I'd have to eay August. I’m not sure, though.

Q. I'm saying though to the best of your recollection,

it was August?

A. I don't know.

Q. Subsequent to your returning to the United States,

you were involved in an incident at Miami Airport, is that

correct?

A. That's right.

Q. And is it fair to characterize you as anti­

Castro?

A. I was in an outfit called Pair Play for Cuba. I'm

net very proud of it but I was just mad.

Q. It would be fair to characterize your political

philosophy as anti-Castro?

A. I wasn't trying to do anything. This fallow was

talking about the United States and President Eisenhower

and different people and what a bum country it was in

America, it's lucky I didn't jump on him there because if

I had I would have been in jail but I wanted until I got to

the States. I called the FBI and I explained it to them.

He was a school teacher up in Chicago.

Q. Subsequent to your return to the United States,

were you ever approached by any individuals regarding

assassinating Fidel Castro?
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Q. Did you ever discuss the political situation

in Cuba with any individuals?

A. Nobody. It was a very dangerous thing to even

talk to Cubans about Castro or anybody else.

Q. Even in the United States?

A. in the United States?

Q. I'm saying subsequent to your return from Cuba,

not while you were in Cuba but subsequent.

A. While I was in Cuba?

Q. After you left Cuba and came back to the United

States.

A. I would rib Cubans about Castro being a Consnunist

and things like that.

Q. Was that here in the United States?

A. in the United States.

Q. Which Cubans?

A. I don't know, j-ust anyone I’d Me, viva Fidel,

rib them. That's what they all said when Castro got there.

Q. Do you know Mr. Jerry Patrick Hoerning?

A. Who?

Q. Jerry Patrick Hemming, H-o-m-m-i-n-g.

A. No.

Q. You stated you knew Mr. Mike McLaney?

A. Very well.

Q. How did you know Mr. McLaney?
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A. I met Mr. McLaney at the, I met him years ago

in Miami. He had a restaurant in Miami. I met him one

night in there. I was at the races.

Q. Was that before or after—

A. (Interrupting) This was in the early '40's,

'46 or '47. He had a restaurant called Liaglan, I don't

know how to spell it, a French restaurant. I was introduced

to him.

Q. Did you meet Mr. McLaney while you were in Cuba?

A. I met him in Miami first. The next time I saw

Mr. McLaney, just introduction, my name, his' name, he

probably forgot about it. The next time, when I went to

Cuba, he had the National Hotel. I used to go over and

visit with him, you know, like you visit with people.

Q. Did you have dinner with him occasionally?

A. I don't think I ever did have difiner with him, no.

I'd just go overand nay hello. And then I worked for McLaney

in Haiti, too, Porta Prince, Haiti. I stayed down there

nine months.

Q. What period of time did you work in Haiti?

A. 1975, I believe. I didn't stay but nine months.

I got sick down there.

Q. Did you know Mr. McLaney's brother?

A. Oh, yeah, a very good friend of mine. Bill.

Q. How did you know Bill?
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A. I met Bill in Cuba.

Q. Is that the first time you had met him?
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A. The first time Bill, yeah.

Q. After you left Cuba, did you continue to maintain

a friendship with him?

A. Oh, sure, we're still friends.

Q. How often would you see him after you left Cuba

or speak to him?

A. After I left Cuba?

Q. Yes.

A. I never saw him again until I went to Haiti.
i

No, I worked for him at the Carousel here. They owned the

Carousel, McLaneys.

Q. Was that in Nevada, Cai-Neva?

A. No, didn 't I tall you about the Carousel Club?

I gave you a resume of every place I worked. I

MR. PURDY: You're talking about the Carousel in

las Vegas?

THE WITNESS: Yes. ‘

BY MR. WOLF: 11

Q. And they own that club?

A. 'They own that.

Q. What did Bill McLaney do in Cuba?

A. With his brother, I don't know what he did. Helped

with the casino, I guess.
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1 Q. Did they own it jointly?

2 A. I have no idea how they owned it.

3 Q. Did you ever discuss political attitudes toward

4 Castro with the McLaneys?

5 A. Never, hd  no reason to.*

6 Q. After your return to the United States, did the

7 McLaneys ever discuss their attitude toward Castro?

A. Never, never mentioned Castro to me.

Q. Were you aware that the McLaneys were involved

10 in anti-Castro activities after their return to the United

11 States?

12 A. No.

Q. You never heard that before today?

A. Never heard it. I think I read it in a book, too.

Q. But you were not aware of that?

A. No.

Q. When was the first time that you became aware of

John:-.Roselli *s  or Sam Giancanoa 'a efforts to assassinate

Fidel Castro?

A. About what ?

Q. About John Roselli’s or Sam Giancana's efforts to

assassinate Fidel Castro.

A. Read it in the papers.

Q. You had never heard of it before that?

A. Never.

I
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Q. Do you know Mr. Frank Sturgis?

A. No.

Q. Have you ever heard of Mr. Sturgis?

A. I've read books about him.

Q. A Mr . Frank •■■■¥?

A. No; I read in the books, though. that he was in

Castro's army. That's Sturgis, too, isn't it?

Q. Do you know Mr. Richard Danner, D-a-n-n-e-r?

A. Mr. Danner used to be an FBI man in Dallas.

Q. How did you first meet Mr. Danner?

A. I don't recall. It seens like he was looking for

some—I don 't recall how I met him but I did meet him one

time.

Q. Just one time?

A. That's all. I've seen him here.

Q. That was in Dallas?

A. One time here is all I've seen him.

Q. Did you ever see Mr. Danner in Cuba?

A. Never.

Q. You only saw Mr. Danner one time in Las Vegas?

A. I went in thereto look for a job.

Q. Do you ranember where when you say you went in

there?

A. The Frontier. He was working for shim , you,know,

he's the general manager of the Sands and at that time they
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1 didn't need anyone.

2 q. You never discussed with Mr. Danner Mr. Roselli

3 or Mr. Giancana, did you?

A. Of course not. I didn't know those people.

Q. Do you know Mr. E. Howard Hunt?

A. ITie one that was in Watergate?

Q. Yes.

A. No.

Q. You never met him?

A. No, six.

Q. Did anyone ever approach you after your return to

the United States about getting involved in a plot to kill

Fidel Castro?
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A. No, sir.

Q. When the Bay of Pigs invavasion occurred, do you

remember where you were?

A. I was at my mother's home in Coral Gables, Florida.

Q. Had you been living in Florida?

A. I went there from Cuba. I stayed there until

June 1st and then went to work in the Cai-Neva Lodge.

Q. It was fairly common knowledge around Miami at

that time that a large invasion was about to occur. Were

youware of that fact?

A. No, sir, I wasn't.

Q. You were not aware of that fact?

35-379 0 - 79 - 10
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A. I might have heard rumors, but I didn't pay any

attention to it because I didn't think it was true. There

was a possibility that it was true but I didn't think?so.

Q. When Jack Ruby killed Lee Harvey Oswald, where

were you at that time?

A. Sir?

Q. Where were you when Jack Ruby killed Lee Harvey

Oswald?

A. I was working at the Thunderbird Hotel.

Q. And what was your reaction when you heard the

news?

A. Where was I when it happened?

Q. When it happened.

A. I was at home. We've got a TV in the kitchen.

My wife was up early and I was working night, and she came

running in the bedroom and said, “come in the kitchen,

somebody just shot Oswald." And I jokingly said, "Well, I

hope I don't know who did it", just joking. At first they

said a man named Siegal, I think they said. Then a few

minutes later they said, “We made a terrible mistake. The

man's name is Jack Ruby." Well, I like to fell out. I told

my wife, I said, "Margaurita, the FBI will probably come

here to see me today or tomorrow." And she said, "why?"

I said, “well, I knew this man in Dallas." And

sure enough in about three hours, the kids and I, I forgot
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what was going on this day, could it have been possible

that the funeral of President Kennedy was going on that

day? There was some ceremony in the rotunda, we were

watching it on the TV, the two kinds and myself and my

wife. About three hours later there was a knock on the

door and my some, he was about six years old, went to the

door and said, "Dad, two men want to see you.” Well, I

didn't want the ki^ds to hear him. I just took them in the

kitchen and shut the door and that's where we talked.

Q. Do you know how the FBI got to your house so

quickly?

A. No, I don't know. It was a mystery to me. I don't

know how they got there that quick. I'd say it was about

three or four hours they were there.

Q. Did you call any of your friends or associates

right after you had heard that Jack Ruby—

A. (Interrupting) No.

Q. Do you know, to your knowledge, did anybody hire

Jack Ruby to kill Lee Harvey Oswald?

A. Do what, Bir?

Q. Did anybody hire Jack Ruby to kill Lee Harvey

Oswald?

A. Sure not. It's like I've told everybody that has

been questioning, I've been questioned by reporters and

everything, I think he did it just to—are you all listening
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to me? I think he did it juat to make a big man out of

himself. He was that type of a person.

BY MR. PURDY:

Q. After the assassination and after the shooting of

Oswald, did you discuss Jack Ruby with anyone other than

your wife and the FBI agents?

A. I don't know, I don't think so. I didn't want

anybody to know I even knew him, to tell you the truth.

Q. Did you discuss Jack Ruby with anyone who already

knew that you had known Jack Ruby?

A. Who?

Q. Did you talk to anyone who knew Jack Ruby and who

knew that you knew him after this happened?

A. No.

Q. After the assassination.

A. No, I don't think so.

Q. You haven't talked about jack Ruby with any

mutual acquaintances, then?

A. No; I might have said something about, what do you

think about that nut doing what he did or something like

that. I didn't want people to know. It was embarrassing

to me when I was working for the FBI to come in and take

no off to the side. Like I say, I asked them to see me at

home and they did.

Q. Did you know Juan Orta?

A. Who?
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Q. Juan Orta, O-r-t-a.

A. No.

Cuban? I don't recall his name.

Q. Did you know William E. Fletcher of N«w York City?

A. Yes,I've known him for years. He's from Dallas,

an oilman.

Q. How did you know him?

A. I met him around Dallas.

Q. Did he gamble with any of the other oilmen?

A. There were two Fletchers. Is he the oilman you're

speaking of? His brother was a gambler.

Q. What was the gambler's first name?

A. I can't think of his first name but there were

two brothers and I knew both of them.

Q. The Fletcher brothers.

A. The Fletcher brothers, in fact, one of them is

dead.

Q. Did Jack Ruby know either of the Fletchers?

A. Jack Ruby, I wouldn't think so.

Q. Did you know Raymond B. Cortez?

A. No.

Q. Did you know Henry Savadra, a former employee of

the Capri in Cuba?

A. Henry Sovaadra, he was a cashier there, I believe. t-

Q. Did jack Ruby see him when he came to Cuba?
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A. No, he wouldn't have any reason to see him.

Q. Did you know David Elatkin in Cuba?

A. Who?

Q. E-l-a-t-k-i-n.

A. No.

Q. Did you know Robert Larkin?

A. Robert Larkin, sure I know him. He's a security

guard. He worked for Abe Weinstein. He's a bouncer.

Q. Did he use to manage the Vegas Club ex work with

Jack Ruby with the Vegas Club?

A. I don't think he did. I don't believe he ever

worked for Jack Ruby. I think he worked for Weinstein.

He'ii working as a security guard here in the Fremont Hotel,

he was the last I heard of him.
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Q. Do you think he knew Jack Ruby?

A. Did he know Jack Ruby? Yes, he knew him.

Q. Did Mr. Larkin ever gamble in Dallas?

A. I never naw him gamble anywhere, no. I don't

think he made enough money to gamble. Bob Larkin, that's who

you're talking about.

Q. Earlier you mentioned an Oscar Cheninder.

A. Cheninder.

Q. Could you spell that name for us?

A. I couldn't spell it. C-h-e-ra-i-n-d-e-r. He's

dead, too, though.
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Q. I believe you previously stated that when jack

Ruby came to Cuba that that was the first time he 'd gone

to Cuba, is that correct?

A. That's what he said. I've never seen him before.

He had never been there when I was there.

Q. Did he go to Cuba after that?

A. I wouldn't know. I'd have no way of knowing. I

never saw him, when I came through Dallas that time. I

don't think he did. The FBI even asked me if he'd been

here. I've never scan him out hero.

Q. Do you have personal knowledge as to whether or

not Jack Ruby went to Cuba in September of 1959 for one

day?

A. No.

Q. Do you believe you would have known if ha had?

A. I would have known it, I believe. I belioz e he

would have called me. Can't they look up the airline ticketi

and check it out?

Q. Did Jack Ruby visit the prison when he was in

Cuba?

A. I really don't know. It's possible he could

have but I don't think, X£ ho did, he wont with me and I

don't recall it but he could have. I don't know for sure.

had gone to the prison with you.

Q. You said you thought it was possible that someone
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A. It's possible thlfr it might have been jack Ruby.

Q. Did tie person who went to the prison with you speak

to anyone that was in the prison?

A. Just to this Degeorge and I spoke to Dino and

Jake Lansky.

Q. Did you say hello to Trafficante there?

A. just said hello. But I talked to Jake because

Dino was a friend of mine. I mean not a personal, intimate

friend. I used to go down and visit him when he was

working. Sometimes he'd drop by and sea me.

Q. After you left Cuba, how did you get a job in

Nevada ?

A. I got a job in Nevada through a friend of mine

named johnny Blaine. He was a book maker years ago. He

called me and abked me if I wanted to go up to Cai-Neva

Lodge. He said I could go up there and see Sandy Waterman.

He used to manage a casino. I went up there. The 15th of

June I went up there.

Q. Did Mr. Blaine have anything to do with the Cai-

Neva Lodge?

A. No, he didn't. He knew Sandy Waterman from old

days or something.

MR. tJOLF: Mr. McWillie, that's the conclusion

of our questions. If.you have anything to add that would

help the Committee, we would be most appreciative.
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1 THE WITNESS: I don't know what I could tell

2 you because, like I said, all the contact I had with Ruby

3 was about the union thing. I don't even remember-when it

4 was, in 63.  It must have been the early part.of 63.* *

5 I know that whoever Bill Miller did call and to this day

6 he don 't talk to me any more because I had Ruby call him.

7 -x I had no idea Ruby was like he was.

8 MR. WOLF: Do you have anyone else you could

9 suggest we should talk to?

10 THE WITNESS: The only ones I could suggest are

11 those two fellows I named. They were very close with him 
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in Dallas. They were Rifkin and Panitz.

MR. WOLF: They're both dead.

THE WITNESS: They died a couple Of years ago.

They were just friends of his. Nobody ever dreamed in the

world this man would do anything like this. He was just a

harmless fellow. I don't know what to tell you. I can't

tell you anything else. I've told the truth, everything

I've told you. But I did leave out the thing about Zoppi

with;the FBI: I'm sorry I did but I just forgot it. I was

shook up that I knew this fellow.

MR. WOLF: Mr. McWillie, we very much appreciate

your cooperation. This transcript will be typed up and

•ent to us in Washington. We will then send you a copy of

it for you tor read. Ttiere will be a little statement at thei
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end for you to sign that it's an accurate and true account.

If you want to make changes in the transcript, you should

get in touch with rae. I *11  send you a cover letter with the

transcript.

THE WITNESS: I don 't have either one of your

cards.

MR. WOLF: We'll leave a card with you. If you

get in touch with us, we'll send you a statement to sign.

If you sign that and return it to us, then we'll send you

an official copy of your transcript so you'll have one for

your own records.

Thank you very much. That will conclude the

deposition.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this  day

of . 19.

My commission will expire  day of

Notary Public

24
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United States of America, )
(

State of Nevada, ) ss.
(

City of Las Vegas. )
I, Joseph L. Ward, U. S. Magistrate, do certify

that, pursuant to notice, there came before me, in Room
4-005, Federal Courthouse, 210 Las Vegas Boulevard, in Las
Vegas, State of Nevada, Lewis J. McWillie, who was by me
duly sworn to testify the whole truth of his knowledge touch­
ing the matter herein; that he was examined and his examina­
tion at the time reduced to writing in Stenotype by Naomi
Bolstad and that such examination has been correctly trans­
cribed and is fully and accurately set forth in the 156 pre­
ceding pages; that the deposition is a true record of the
testimony given by the witness, that his said deposition so
given was by said witness subscribed and sworn to; that said
deposition was taken on the day, between the hours and at
the place in that behalf aforesaid, and that said deposition
is now herewith returned.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have hereunto set my hand at
my office in this day
of 1978.
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United States of America, )
(State of Nevada, ) ss.
(

City of Las Vegas. )

I, Naomi Bolstad, do certify that I accurately

and correctly reported in Stenotypy the complete proceed­

ings had in the taking of the deposition of Lewis J, McWil­

lie, and have accurately and correctly transcribed the same

in the preceding 15 6 pages.

n Naomi Bolstad, Court Reporter
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' p =.. . . ’• ■ -RuV/;~Jac!f"
i 1 * Dau ■ .Novemb.er~-2.77 7L963—

'.. ■:/ “"Iz^ ? ’-
ILEITIS J. KC WILLIE, 3S27 Eastern, Las Vegas,

Nevada, was interviewed on November 25, 1963., MC WILLIE.,  J.
formerly worked for F’RTIt) BRQITNTKG’ at the’Top of the Hill . . -
Club between Dallas and pt. Worth., Texas, in Tarrant’.Coun.ty-7 ■_
This vzasJan illegal gambling'operation where he worked.
during the 1940's. He stated that he has known J ACK .RUBY.. 7. .....I’ ■
since . 1947 or 194S, and that RUBY formerly-’operated. tb’e.;’$T., -' ' ■. .
Vegas Clu~ and now also operates, the Carrousel Club ■ i’n-’l ;f.-. ~ Z- .
Dallas. Ha said that he has known RUBY for some-,There !,«■< ;

; ■ -. between 15 and 20 years, first getting acquainted with =f-V ~
him in Dallas, but knew him.only as an operator of a J ' - ~ ,
night club. He stated that to his .knowledge, RUBY has
never been involved in any other kind of enterprise,

• ’ and to his knowledge no one else was associated with him ■ •
in the .Vegas. Club. He said that as far as he. knew, RUBY.
operated this establishment within the law and was not .
known to him to be involved^in gambling, prostitution, -
or illegal liquor sales. He said that he did_know that/- . . * -
RUBY.had come to Dallas from Chicago, but did not'^kbow .

. of any particular associates of~RUBY. He said RUBY had’
visited the Top of'the Hill-, but was not a frequent visitor.
there. He said be would think.that KUBY—probably knew • . . ■ 1
most of the members .of the Dallas-Pol.ice~DepartH~en"tr; -. • . ’
simply because of the typo of. establishment that he ran,
but felt that this, would be .the only basis of^anv .
association with the Dallas Police Department^since he •
felT'thaf'tho operation was a legal-one! ’

KC WILLIE said that he bad gone to Cuba to work
at the Tropicana in Havana, Cuba, and while there sonatina

~ ’ in 1959, RUBY bad been in Cuba for about a Jone week’s..-
vacation and he had seen RUBY there at that time. He’ said
he knew-of no interests RUBY might have had in Cuba.

1IC HILLIS said that he returned from Cuba on ■.
January 2,. 1961, on tha same, plane which carried.some other ’
passengers, at least one of.whom expressed a-dislike’
for President. EISENHOWER and .America’s. actions in regards ' -

Fib# LV ’44—13 ’
. ^7 f\ &

.On 11/25/63 Las Vegas, Nevada
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io Cuba and It was his recollection that this lhdividual"was_
a member of the Fair Play for Cuba organization.1 Ho stated ."-f 7
that he had become highly incensed over the remarks this. , "•
individual made while waiting for the plane in Havana. -
and during the travel to the.’United States, but that be
had controlled his emotions concerning this man’s remarks
until after the plane's arrival in Miami, whereupon he had;  ■
pay dually attacked this individual because of the remarks
he had made concerning the United States. He said that 
this matter received local publicity in Miami press and • -
that he was also interviewed by the Federal. Bureau of’ ■ •
Investigation in Miami concerning this situation.- He
stated that it would be his belief that JACK KUBY would -
also be very much opposed to any such organization and ’
also pointed out that he had talked to. JACK RUBY following
this incident and RUBY bad remarked to him that be bad ” .- ’
done the right thing in attacking this man. . t' 

He stated that he bad correspondence with RUBY .
and maintained contact with him principally through this"
means and sometime in early’. 1963 had felt that be needed
some type of protection around the house and bad requested
RUBY, believed by letter, to obtain a gun for him. ’ He
stated-he did not specify what kind of gun he wanted but
that he had subsequently learned that a COD package awaited
him at the Post Office. He;stated that he had discussed
this matter with his wife and they had decided not to .
pick up the gun which had been mailed from Dallas, Texas,
as they were afraid their children might find the gun. He
stated he was sure that this■gun was sent to him through
RUBY’S efforts based upon his initial request. Her stated
ho does not know what disposition might have been made
of the gun. j . '

He said his last contacts with RUBY were about’ ■ ’
two months ago when RUBY con’tacted-’bira via telephone ' ..
concerning sone trouble he was having with’ a show, as a
result of which he referred^RUBY to (BILL MILLER) the owner . .
of the Riverside Hotel in Reno,’where MC WILLIE had formerly,
been Club Manager. . Their, discussion on this occasion bad • ■
to .do only with .the clubls act with which RUBY was concerned.

•••"■ • ■ ■ . * - .,•? • • • • • - . *_



154

LV -44—48
3 . . . . ■ ’

JaC WILLIE said that since RUBY's name bad first
come to his attention in connection with the killing of
OSWALD, he had searched his mind concerning a.possible’ "" -

■_ motive and had come to the conclusion in bis own mind that -
RUBY must have been brooding over the death of the ” . •
President and that this was an . insane act on the part of
RUBY. He stated that he is certain in his own mind that
RUBY has no underworld connections, although he might be
acquainted with some figures in gambling and other illegal
activities and stated that the only person that he could
suggest who might be on a more intimate basi^ with RUBY
other than the members of the immediate family, was a girl
he went with in Dallas, Texas, for about four years by the

■ name of ALICE. • . . . ■
i ' .He stated be has never known RUBY to visit Las

Vegas and is certain‘that if RUBY did he .would have been
in contact with him, as RUBY knows where he works and how :
to contact him; He also feels that their acquaintance is
such that RUBY would not pass through Las Vegas without being
in touch with. him. He stated he does not know RUBY to
have ever been involved in any bookie activity, or in any
gambling of any nature other than as a player.

t/ ’
MC WILLIE advised that ELAINE HYNIER is a Dallas

girl who worked at the Avis Rental in the Dallas Airport
Terminal Building and is acquainted with RUBY. He recalled .
she visited Havana, and stayed for about two weeks. He
denied having used her as a" courier between RUBY and himself,
explaining that there was no restriction at the time and had -
be wanted to gat a- message to RUBY, he would have' telephoned
him. f ' ■ . . . . . -
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FEDERAL. BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION -
. Dot© June 9, 1964 

01
LEWIS J. itc WILLIE was Interviewed nt his residence. F

3527 Eastern Avenue and advised as follows:' t •<

• He went to Cuba in September, 1953, . and immediately £ K
/•went to work at the Tropicana Casino, remaining there as manager i

until Hay, 1960, after-which he left and worked at the Capri r ,v)
Hotel-Casino from Hay, 1960, to January 2,-1961, as a pitboss. f. j

•• He stated the Tropicana was Cuban owned and that he did j.ot’ g \ i
know the owner of the Capri, but that he worked under one “ X,
ANGELO DI CH3IST0EAN0 (Phonetic). ' - ;

... In 1959, date unrecalled, he wrote to-RUBY and askei ; \ >
-'J: him if he would~like to come to Havana for . a week. He stated J VK

-’•Tj there was- no ulterior motive and that he had been a close yx
friend of RUHY’s ^p(5=ext'ended this invitation as one would to ’ 'X
a brother. He-realized RUBY was working hard with his Dallas, . ' , /

;.v,i night club and felt that RUBY needed a rest. Because the
cost of plane tickets, in Havana could be paid for by pesos n .

•J: for approximately 1/5 of a cost of a ticket in the United State!,*
vi he purchased a round trip ticket for RUBY at his own expense and

mailed it to.-RUBY in Dallas, after which RUBY boarded a plane and
-flew to Havana for a visit. ,

He arranged for RUBY to stay in a small hotel, about
three blocks from the Macional Hotel, name unrecalled. RUBY,
during his stay in Havana, would come out to the Tropicana
where MC WILLIE was working from nine P.M. to two A.M., and
wait for HC WILLIE to get off duty, after which they would have
a few drinks together. He does not know of any contacts made
by RUBY, if any, and believes that RUBY was sightseeing as
any other tourist during his Cuban stay.

' i With regard to the relationship between CASTRO
supporters and the Havana gambling community, MC WILLIE . -
advised that as soon as CASTRO came into power, all Americans
had to leave and that as far as he knows, prior to this time,
there was no understanding between representatives of the
gambling .industry and CASTRO’S supporters. He recalled
that as soon as CASTRO.took over, the hir.ed help, such as the
waiters, rebelled against casino management and" American
ownership was forced out of the gambling business. Prior to

o 6/S/64 Las Vegas, Nevada ' Filo .? T.v 44..4R 
SA WILLIAM T. MC PAUL
SA LEO A., STEVENS:LAS/bmr -t 6/8/64

by ________________ i_____ _ ______________ _— ■ ------------ -Doto dictated ________________________
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that time there had been only speculation es to the fate of
gambling interests should a change in Government come
about but HC WILLIE khbw of no arrangements or liaison. - . .
between the gambling interests and CASTRO.

HC WILLIE characterizes RUBY as being completely’
apolitical and to his knowledge has no connections with
tha CASTRO or BATISTA supporters. He never heard RUBY-
mention politics or any political connections except cn one
occasion in Dallas. .HC WILLIE indicated an acquaintance
with Congressman BRUCE ALGER, either a Representative - or
Senator from Texas, whose wife was a patron of RUBY’s night
club. This acquaintance was more social and personal than
political. Other than ALGER, HC WILLIE knows RUBY to ba

• wall acquainted with .virtually every officer of the Dallas
Police force and had an arrangemant whereby off duty policemen Jj
were hired at RUBY's expense to maintain order in his night
club. Here again HC WILLIE did not feel that RUBY’s

* acquaintance with police officers stemmed from political
interest but rather that RUBY had a genuine liking for law
enforcement officers. He also noted that RUBY is not a
gambler and does not know the gambling business, further
indicating to himr that RUBY had no motive in visiting Cuba
other than for a week of rest and relaxation.

Regarding prisoners of war, 1IC WILLIE stated •
that he had not been imprisoned nor were any of his
•friends; however, he had heard that HARVEY HARR, .who
had worked at the Nacional Casino had been imprisoned
for a year after CASTRO took control. He has since
seen HARR in Las Vegas but does not know his present
whereabouts. He stated HARR was arrested after he,
HC WILLIE, left Havana. HC WILLIE "recalled that diplomatic
relations between Cuba and the United States were abrogated
on January 3, 19S1, the day after 3iC WILLIE left Cuba and
that HARR had remained _ln Cuba after HC WILLIE’s dsparture.
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He does not know why HARR was arrested but expressed the
belief that all Americans who had not heeded a warning
to leave Havana faced arrest. To his knowledge, HARR
and RUBS’ are ’not acquainted. 1IC BIIilE stated that he
personally left Havana to 'avoid arrest. He recalled a

J£S£jAH whom he had .known casually who had been-.
.with CASTRO’ in the mountains and whom he later under­
stood had b.een arrested”by CASTRO and put before a firing
squad because he was not, completely sympathetic with ■
CASTRO’ s’ ’cause. He stated he does not know a ROBERT
MC 5ECEW.

HC demen that he had had any contact
with anyone: concerning sale of Jeeps or guns or the
smuggling.of refugees out’’of Cuba or release of any of
CASTBO’s prisoners. He stated that likewise to his
knowledge’RUBY had tak^n’no action in behalf of such
prisoners.* ’1 He did recall” that RUBT kept a couple of -
old guns at: his residence, ’ although he was .not a gun
collector.”’” These were'kept for his personal’use as
protection against intruders and not for any active
aggressive'use-to the best of his knowledge. He feels
certain tVat RUBY had rib contact with any one ’interested
in the sale of weapons br-JJeeps under any circumstances.

Tith further regard to the air line ticket’
purchased’by MC HXIZ»J.E/-:he stated that as best he can
recall, the’peso evaluation of this’ticket was about’
i>7S-.-S C-, and” that-he had personally absorbed the cost.
He'could not ’ba certain'whether RUBY repaid him for
this ticket'after RUB? reached Havana,-again explaining
that he purchased the ticket at Havana and mailed it
to RUBS’ at 1/5 .’of what it would cost RUBS to buy a
comparable.ticket in Dallas.’ lie’’.does not recall standing
any other ’expanses for RUBS’ in’ connection with the trip
and was unable to state whether .RUB? had repaid him for
the cost of’the ticket or not. ..

35-379 0 - 79 - 11
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_HC WILLIE did not see or hear from RUBY after
HC WILLIE -returned to the United States except that ’in
June-, 1951,-MC WILLIS, then in Florida, obtained employment
at Lake Tahoe, Nevada, and en route from. Miami to Lake
Tahoe stopped in Dallas where he stayed over night in RUBY'S
apartment;. He saw RUBY' only for about two or three hours
on this occasipn, during which time RUBY did not express any
interest in politics or any other, item of significance,
concersation centering around their personal lives and KUBY’S •
night club operation as separated from any political matters.

Concerning more recent contacts, MC WILLIE stated
he cannot be certain whether'he wrote or called RUBY from
Las Vegas to'Dallas,- Texas, requesting RUBY to obtain-a
pistol; He sttated he knew RUBY could obtain a weapon in
Dallas, probably more reasonably.than MC WILLIE could procure
one in’Las Vegas and that he had‘asked RUBY to‘ send a weapon
to him.' He‘knows RUBY "caused a weapon to‘be sent to him
■>s he'was hotifiedof a parcel at the post office1 but' that he •
.id not want’to‘go to the post office and pick it up'and
let it return'to the dealer withcut‘ever seeing the weapon
or taking it opt of - the post office.

” He also believes RUBY called him at the Thunderbird
Hotel-Casino where 1IC WILLIE is employed regarding some union
trouble RUBY was having in ballas and requesting MC WILLIE
put - him in touch with someone who could help him-in' this
matter. HC WILLIE contacted BILL MILLER who formerly operated
the Riverside Hotel at-Reno, Nevada, and believes lie may have
called RUBY back frpm-his, MC WILLIE’s, residence‘advising
RUBY to contact HILLER,; ‘He believes EEBY later called ’. .
him back!, npt recalling whether nt the-hotel.or 'his residence,
advising'1IC WILLIE that he'/was going’, to New York to meet - '
with;.bho AGVA (American'Guild'- o'f Variety.-ArtistsXJ president.
He believes'thatRRUBY'later'sen'tj him. impost card/-from'New , * ’•
York s uating .-tnat he. had met- the AGVA president and had
ironed out, all his troubles.
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He stated he does not recall ever calling RUBY
from the Thunderbird Hotel because of the complications.
of billing his personal calls through the hotel switch-

’ board’ and -that he definitely did not call from any of the
Thunderbird pay stations. He stated that when he called
RUBY, the call was on his residence phone and that he can

■ recall no phone calls other than those mentioned above.

, • He stated he has had no contact with RUBY since
the assassination of President KENNEDY and could not have .
anticipated RUBY’s killing of.OSWALD, He stated he had had.
no contact with RUBY’s attorneys but that a reporter Uiad ‘
called him from Dallas regarding the sale of arms and-
jeeps to CASTRO's interests. ' He stated that took place -
during the RUBY trial -and that while he did not relish the
thought of -talking to a reporter, he very truthfully replied
to this inquiry that he did not know what the reporter was
talking about.- ’ . ’.

In summation, MC WILLIE stated that his association
with RUBY was strictly social and personal without any
intertwined business interests or gambling interests, knowing
that RUBY is not a gambler and does not understand .the
gambling business. He did not know of any political
interests or activities on RUBY’s part nor of any particular .
affinity RUBY might have for former President KENNEDY, He
stated he can only assume in retrospect from his knowledge
of RUBY’s personality that RUBY felt he would become a
national hero by exterminating President KENNEDY'S assassin.



Mr. Purdy. Mr. Chairman, I have no further questions at this
time. .

Mr. Preyer. The Chair recognizes Mr. Stokes to question the
witness for such times as he may consume.

Chairman Stokes. Mr. McWillie, when did you first move to
Cuba?

Mr. McWillie. Sir?
Chairman Stokes. When did you first move to Cuba?
Mr. McWillie. I believe it was September 1968, I believe.
Chairman Stokes. How long was it before you obtained employ­

ment in Cuba?
Mr. McWillie. I had employment when I went to Cuba.
Chairman Stokes. And where were you employed in Cuba?
Mr. McWillie. The Tropicana Night Club.
Chairman Stokes. In what capacity?
Mr. McWillie. Casino manager.
Chairman Stokes. And who had arranged your employment

when you went there?
Mr. McWillie. A fellow that I had met in Dallas. I don’t remem­

ber exactly how I met him. He asked me about if I had been in the
gambling business and I said yes, and he said, well, maybe I can
get you something in Havana.

Can you hear me, sir?
Chairman Stokes. Yes; I can.
Mr. McWillie. So, a week later I did hear from him and he had

asked me if I would like to manage the Tropicana. He thought he
could get me a job there. I went over there and had a conference
with the owners there and agreed to come back a week later, and
then I went back to Dallas and returned to Havana.

Chairman Stokes. Who were the owners that you had the confer­
ence with?

Mr. McWillie. Owners of the Tropicana?
Chairman Stokes. Yes, sir.
Mr. McWillie. There was a fellow named Martin Fox, Pedro

Fox, Oscar Cheminder. That’s all, the only ones I know. They are
all Cubans.

Chairman Stokes. Were there any so-called silent partners?
Mr. McWillie. Silent partners?
Chairman Stokes. Yes, sir.
Mr. McWillie. I wouldn’t think so.
Chairman Stokes. How many other major casinos were in Cuba

at that time?
Mr. McWillie. Let me see, I’d say six, maybe.
Chairman Stokes. Can you tell us the names of those casinos?
Mr. McWillie. Well, the Riviera, the Capri, National, the Hilton.

There was one down in old Havana. I don’t really recall the name
of it, but I do know the man’s name who ran it, it was Batista. He
wasn’t any kin to-----

Chairman Stokes. To the President?
Mr. McWillie. To the President.
Chairman Stokes. To others you just named for us, can you tell

us who the owners were of those?
Mr. McWillie. I have no idea, sir, who they all are.



Chairman Stokes. Just the one you are aware of, besides Tropi­
cana.

Mr. McWillie. Sir?
Chairman Stokes. Besides the Tropicana, you are just aware-----
Mr. McWillie. That’s the only one I was aware of.
Chairman Stokes. Are you aware of any individuals who might

have had ownership interest in more than one casino?
Mr. McWillie. No, sir, no way I would know that.
Chairman Stokes. Did you know whether or not Santos Traffi-

cante had an interest in any casino there?
Mr. McWillie. No, sir, I didn’t.
Chairman Stokes. Did Jack Ruby know the Fox brothers that

you just mentioned?
Mr. McWillie. Did he know what, sir?
Chairman Stokes. Did he know the Fox brothers?
Mr. McWillie. I think I introduced Jack to them when he came

out to the place while he was there.
Chairman Stokes. But he didn’t know them prior to your intro­

ducing them?
Mr. McWillie. No, sir.
Chairman Stokes. I see. At some time, did you change jobs and

move to the Capri Casino?
Mr. McWillie. Yes; I did. I managed the Tropicana some time

and then the government took it over and I was sent up there by
Martin who said you can get a job up there; go up there.

Chairman Stokes. Who is Martin?
Mr. McWillie. He owned the Tropicana, Martin Fox.
Chairman Stokes. Then he sent you to the Capri; is that right?
Mr. McWillie. Right.
Chairman Stokes. When was this?
Mr. McWillie. Either early 1960’s or the late 1950’s; I don’t

know which. I don’t recall.
Chairman Stokes. Can you tell us who owned the Capri?
Mr. McWillie. No; I didn’t know.
Chairman Stokes. Do you know whether or not Santos Traffi-

cante had an interest in the Capri?
Mr. McWillie. If he did, I never did see him in there.
Chairman Stokes. If I said to you that the FBI files which this

committee has gotten hold of in the case indicates that Santos
Trafficante had substantial interest in the Capri, would your
answer still be the same?

Mr. McWillie. That he had a substantial interest in the Capri?
Chairman Stokes. Yes, sir.
Mr. McWillie. I don’t know about that, sir.
Chairman Stokes. You know nothing about it?
Mr. McWillie. No, sir. There would be no way I would know who

owned the place.
Chairman Stokes. During the time you were in Cuba, can you

tell us what was the relationship between the casino operators and
the Cuban Government?

Mr. McWillie. None that I know of sir.
Chairman Stokes. Were there contacts between the casino

owners and the government officials?
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Mr. McWillie. Not that I know of, sir. There would be no way I

would know that. All I did was manage the casino; they didn’t
discuss their private business with me.

Chairman Stokes. Well, prior to Castro coming into power, are
you aware of whether or not casino operators had to make payoffs
to individuals in the government in order to remain in business?

Mr. McWillie. No, sir, I don’t.
Chairman Stokes. In 1959, did individuals who had casino inter­

ests take special precautions to avoid confiscation of their assets by
the government?

Mr. McWillie. Not that I know of.
Chairman Stokes. Well, isn’t it true that you made trips to

Miami?
Mr. McWillie. To take money for Fox-----
Chairman Stokes. From Cuba to deposit money?
Mr. McWillie. Yes, sir.
Chairman Stokes. Explain that to us, tell us what you were

doing.
Mr. McWillie. They would ask me to, if I would go to Miami and

deposit some money for them, and I would do it.
Chairman Stokes. By what you were doing, you were sort of

running for them, is that right?
Mr. McWillie. Well, I was a casino manager, and if they wanted

me to do that for them, I did it.
Chairman Stokes. The effect of what they were doing is they

were getting their money out of Cuba into banks or deposit boxes
here in the States, is that right?

Mr. McWillie. Well, the money I took over there was—I took it
to a teller and she put it in their account.

Chairman Stokes. In the bank?
Mr. McWillie. In the bank; yes, sir.
Chairman Stokes. Was this for the Fox brothers?
Mr. McWillie. This was both the Fox brothers and Cheminder,

too. Cheminder was one of the partners.
Chairman Stokes. Did you do it for anyone else?
Mr. McWillie. No, sir.
Chairman Stokes. How about when you moved to the Capri, did

you do it for anybody there?
Mr. McWillie. No, sir.
Chairman Stokes. Following the takeover by Castro, did a point

come when some of the Americans living there were put in prison
or otherwise detained?

Mr. McWillie. I think so; yes.
Chairman Stokes. Can you recall about when this was?
Mr. McWillie. Why, you say?
Chairman Stokes. No; can you recall when this occurred?
Mr. McWillie. When this occurred? Either the latter part of

1959 or the early part of 1960; I’m not sure.
Chairman Stokes. Were all Americans who had gambling inter­

ests there detained?
Mr. McWillie. No, sir.
Chairman Stokes. Do you know why some were detained and

some were not?
Mr. McWillie. I never did know; no.



Chairman Stokes. And do you know where they were detained?
Mr. McWillie. Yes; they were detained in two prisons, Principal

and another one. I don’t know the name of that one. That’s the one
they were detained in.

Chairman Stokes. Would that be Trescornia, a place called Tres-
cornia?

Mr. McWillie. I think that’s the name of it; yes.
Chairman Stokes. Can you tell us the names of some of the

people whom you know were detained?
Mr. McWillie. I didn’t understand you.
Chairman Stokes. Are you having difficulty hearing me?
Mr. McWillie. Yes, sir; it is alright, I can hear you.
Chairman Stokes. Can you hear me now?
Mr. McWillie. Yes.
Chairman Stokes. Can you give us the names of some of the

people who were detained?
Mr. McWillie. In this prison?
Chairman Stokes. Yes, sir.
Mr. McWillie. Well, Trafflcante was in there, Jake Lansky, Dino

Cellini, and a fellow named Guiseppe who worked in the Capri, had
worked in there, and I don’t recall anyone else.

Chairman Stokes. Was anyone from the Tropicana detained in
there?

Mr. McWillie. Was anyone besides Tropicana?
Chairman Stokes. No; anyone from the Tropicana?
Mr. McWillie. From the Tropicana; no.
Chairman Stokes. How about the Fox brothers, were they de­

tained?
Mr. McWillie. No, sir.
Chairman Stokes. Can you tell us why they were not detained?
Mr. McWillie. I really couldn’t tell you, sir. I don’t know. I guess

because they were Cubans, I don’t know.
Chairman Stokes. Did you ever have occasion to visit Trescor­

nia?
Mr. McWillie. I went out there to see a fellow named Guiseppe.

He had been a dealer around the Capri and he was a fanatic
gambler, gambled his money away. He had a wife and a little kid.
We used to give his wife, take up a collection and give his wife
money so they could live. I did go out to see him once or twice.

Chairman Stokes. What was his full name?
Mr. McWillie. I really don’t remember it, sir. Guiseppe De some­

thing. I don’t recall what it was. Guiseppe De George.
Chairman Stokes. I am sorry.
Mr. McWillie. Guiseppe De George.
Chairman Stokes. De George.
Mr. McWillie. Yes, sir.
Chairman Stokes. Do you recall how many times you went out

there? I think you just said once or twice-----
Mr. McWillie. I would say about twice.
Chairman Stokes. Do you recall the first time that you went

there?
Mr. McWillie. No, I don’t recall the date; no.
Chairman Stokes. Can you approximate the date for us?
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Mr. McWillie. I believe it was some time in 1959. I’m not posi­

tive though. Could have been early 1960’s; I’m not sure.
Chairman Stokes. How about the second time you went back to

visit De George?
Mr. McWillie. It is possible I could have went back to see Dino

the second time, but I’m not sure.
Chairman Stokes. To see who?
Mr. McWillie. Dino Cellini. He had been the manager of the

Tropicana before Clark was there. And I became friendly with him
and talked to him about casino work and different things. Its
possible that I did go see him; I don’t know.

Chairman Stokes. So that I understand your testimony properly,
it is that you went there twice. You think it was late 1959 or early
1960, possibly. The first time you went to see De George. The
second time you may have gone to see Cellini; is that correct?

Mr. McWillie. It is possible that I went to see both of them.
Chairman Stokes. Can you tell us why De George was in Tres-

cornia?
Mr. McWillie. They just picked him up like they did everybody

else. I don’t know why they picked him up.
Chairman Stokes. And what was your reason for going to see

him?
Mr. McWillie. See De George?
Chairman Stokes. Yes.
Mr. McWillie. Because he had a wife and a child and we had

been giving them money. I had rather, taken up a collection
amongst the help to live on. I went out there to let him know they
were being taken care of.

Chairman Stokes. Was Cellini in there the same time you went
to see De George?

Mr. McWillie. I think, I’m positive he was.
Chairman Stokes. Do you know what he was in for?
Mr. McWillie. Why he was in there?
Chairman Stokes. Yes, sir.
Mr. McWillie. No, sir.
Chairman Stokes. How many people were in the same area

where De George and Cellini were?
Mr. McWillie. Quite a few people there, Cubans and Americans

that I didn’t know.
Chairman Stokes. Did they have them all housed together; that

is, did they have the Americans-----
Mr. McWillie. Well, it was a kind of a, I would say, a playroom

where they all sat around and read and talked,, whatever.
Chairman Stokes. Well, in the room where you visited them?
Mr. McWillie. Yes, sir.
Chairman Stokes. Can you describe that room for us?
Mr. McWillie. As I recall, it was just a large room, had chairs in

it. It had a yard outside where they could walk around. It wasn’t
really a prison. They had a wire fence around it. But, I guess it was
pretty well guarded.

Chairman Stokes. In this room where you visited with De
George and Cellini, were other people visiting in the same room
with prisoners?



Mr. McWillie. I don’t recall, sir, I really don’t know who was
visiting. It could have been-----

Chairman Stokes. Well, on your first trip, did you see both De
George and Cellini?

Mr. McWillie. It seems to me like I did; yes. I said hello to
Cellini; yes, sir.

Chairman Stokes. Is it your opinion that both of these men were
imprisoned because of their gambling activities or for some other
reason?

Mr. McWillie. I would have to think that they were trying,
going to deport them, myself.

Chairman Stokes. And do you know why they were being deport­
ed? . 7

Mr. McWillie. Castro was taking over the casinos. I would think
that is one of his ways of doing things.

Chairman Stokes. And you think it would be in connection with
their gambling activities?

Mr. McWillie. I would think so; yes. Is it all right if I smoke?
Chairman Stokes. Certainly; help yourself.
On your first visit there, can you tell us the names of some of the

other prisoners you recall seeing there?
Mr. McWillie. Well, I recall seeing Trafficante. I recall seeing

Jake Lansky, Dino Cellini, and Guiseppe.
Chairman Stokes. And did you have occasion to talk with any of

them?
Mr. McWillie. I did talk to Cellini. I think Jake Lansky might

have been there. I didn’t talk to anyone—and De George—I didn’t
talk to Trafficante because I didn’t know him that well, just to
speak to him.

Chairman Stokes. But you did talk, you think, with Jake Lansky
on that occasion?

Mr. McWillie. Just asked how he was, when he was going to get
freed, and different things like that.

Chairman Stokes. You say you did not talk with Mr. Traffi­
cante?

Mr. McWillie. No, sir.
Chairman Stokes. Did you know Mr. Trafficante?
Mr. McWillie. Just to see him.
Chairman Stokes. And how often would you have seen him?
Mr. McWillie. Oh, maybe every once in a while. It might be a

month or so if I would see him. When I’d see him, I would say hello
to him, and he would say hello to me.

Chairman Stokes. On your second visit out there, besides the two
men that you have named, whom did you see on your second visit?

Mr. McWillie. The same ones were in there.
Chairman Stokes. And can you tell us on that occasion how

many of them you talked with?
Mr. McWillie. Just Guiseppe. I could have talked to Dino again

just to say hello and pass the time of day.
Chairman Stokes. Did you speak to Lansky?
Mr. McWillie. Yes, he’s always with Dino. They were together.
Chairman Stokes. Do you recall speaking with Mr. Trafficante

on that occasion?
Mr. McWillie. I didn’t know Mr. Trafficante that well.
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Chairman Stokes. Have hou ever spoken to Mr. Trafficante?
Mr. McWillie. Just to say hello. -
Chairman Stokes. Do you recall when that was?
Mr. McWillie. Sir.
Chairman Stokes. Do you recall when that was?
Mr. McWillie. No, I don’t I’d see him numerous times around

Havana.
Chairman Stokes. Do you recall whether you said hello to him in

the prison on either one of those occasions?
Mr. McWillie. I probably said hello to him the second time I was

there.
Chairman Stokes. Did you do anything else, shake hands with

him or anything like that?
Mr. McWillie. No, sir.
Chairman Stokes. Probably just said hello.
Mr. McWillie. That’s all.
Chairman Stokes. Mr. Chairman, at this time I ask that JFK

exhibit F-436, which is a rough sketch of the layout of Trescornia,
obtained during a committee trip to Cuba, be entered into the
record.

Mr. Preyer. Without objection, JFK exhibit F-436 is entered into
the record.

[The above referred to JFK exhibit F-436 follows:]

JFK Exhibit F-436

Chairman Stokes. Was someone in that prison by the name of
Charles Tourine?

Mr. McWillie. Who?
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Chairman Stokes. Charles Tourine?
Mr. McWillie. No; I don’t know.
Chairman Stokes. You don’t know anybody by that name? How

about Charles Del Monico?
Mr. McWillie. Del Monico?
Chairman Stokes. Del Monico?
Mr. McWillie. No.
Chairman Stokes. Lucian Rivard?
Mr. McWillie. Not that I know of.
Chairman Stokes. Jake Lansky was there; right?
Mr. McWillie. Jake Lansky was there; right.
Chairman Stokes. How about Henry Savaadra?
Mr. McWillie. No.
Chairman Stokes. And Cellini was there?
Mr. McWillie. Cellini was there, yes, Eddie Cellini—I mean

Dino.
Chairman Stokes. Now, on your two visits there, on either one of

those visits, did either De George or Cellini or anyone else ask you
to do anything for them outside of the prison?

Mr. McWillie. No, sir.
Chairman Stokes. Who went out to the prison with you?
Mr. McWillie. Who what, sir?
Chairman Stokes. Who went out there with you to the prison?
Mr. McWillie. Jack Ruby could have been out there one time

with me. I don’t think he was. I went out there, I think, by myself.
Chairman Stokes. Well, you said to us, you just said to us he

could have gone out there with me.
Mr. McWillie. I don’t know if he was there at that time or not.

If he was, I could have taken him out there with me, yes. I’m not
positive about it.

Chairman Stokes. Let’s talk about Mr. Ruby a little bit. When
was Mr. Ruby there?

Mr. McWillie. Sir?
Chairman Stokes. When did Mr.Ruby come to Cuba?
Mr. McWillie. I don’t know; it was August or September; I don’t

know.
Chairman Stokes. Of what year?
Mr. McWillie. 1959.
Chairman Stokes. And tell us why he came to Cuba?
Mr. McWillie. Well, he came over there—I tried to get Mr. Ruby

to bring a columnist from Dallas over there in 1958, and so he
didn’t bring him, he couldn’t bring him or something. I don’t know
what it was. In 1959, I called him again. I believe I called him or
wrote him and asked him if he could possibly bring Tony Zoppi in.
He said yeah, I will get him and bring him over here. I explained
to him that his hotel bill and plane fare would be taken care of. In
fact, I sent him two tickets; I am almost positive it was two tickets.
When he came over there, he was by himself. He said, Tony
couldn’t come. I think he just more or less came over there to take
a vacation. Course, I never heard from Tony again.

Chairman Stokes. So that we understand it, Jack Ruby came to
Cuba at your invitation?

Mr. McWillie. Yes, he did.



Chairman Stokes. And you are the one who sent him the tick­
ets?

Mr. McWillie. But he was supposed to bring Tony Zoppi, ex­
columnist.

Chairman Stokes. But instead of bringing Zoppi-----
Mr. McWillie. He came by himself; yes, sir.
Chairman Stokes. In order to try and get a better idea of when

Ruby was there, what is your best recollection as to whether it was
August or whether it was September or whether he came in
August and left in September?

Mr. McWillie. He was just there a week, 6 days, maybe.
Chairman Stokes. I am sorry.
Mr. McWillie. Sir?
Chairman Stokes. I didn’t hear you?
Mr. McWillie. He was there 6 days. I don’t recall the exact date

when he was there.
Chairman Stokes. Can you recall any holidays around that time?
Mr. McWillie. No, no, I can’t.
Chairman Stokes. Now, would it help refresh your recollection if

we said to you that there are people who saw Ruby in Havana on
September 5, September 6 and September 7? Would that help
refresh your recollection.

Mr. McWillie. That would be the time he was there then, if
people saw him there.

Chairman Stokes. Now, Mr. Chairman, I would ask at this point
that the following exhibits be entered into the record: JFK F-575,
which is a segment of a letter written by Tony Zoppi; F-576, which
is a committee interview with Mr. Zoppi; F-577, which is an FBI
report of an interview with Jack Ruby; F-578, F-579, and F-580,
which are statements of persons who saw Jack Ruby in Havana,
Cuba; and finally F-582, which is an FBI report that further sug­
gests that Ruby went to Cuba.

Mr. Preyer. Without objection, JFK exhibits F-575 through
F-580, and F-582 are entered into the record at this point.

[The above referred to JFK exhibits F-575 through F-580 and
F-582 follow:]

50 to 100 years.

Give my regards t_q, ffac Willie^noxt time you arc in touch.

The quid; buck artists are
saying Jack vent down there tn plan the assassination. He
couldn't have planned a gas station holdup in those days. /Il
of a sudden he's a CIA agent, a mafia don, etc,’ etc,, Sickening.

Keep in touch and God bless. Keep un the go0d vork and
1 will say another prayer for Buddy.

JFK Exhibit F-575
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JFK Exhibit F-576

^'^74 KENNEDY

0o^360SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS

Name Tony Zoppi. Hate 3/31/78 Time 2:15 P. I

Address  Place zoppi ' s office at the ■ ■
Riviera Hotel
Las Vegas, Nevada

•Interview:

He stated that Dallas was a fairly clean cityn which had no
syndicated or organized crime that he.was aware of.. Zoppi said
the Dallas Citizens Charter Group (whose head was "Uncle Bob
Thornton", a banker) was a leading civic group in 1950 - 1963
and was pretty good about keeping the city clean. He had heard
the syndicate might have attempted to move into Dallas in the 1950s
from Chicago but was sent back. Upon questioning, he said
it could have been in the late 1940s when attempts were made to
bribe Sheriff Guthrie. He thought Ruby moved to Dallas because
he had a sister operating a club there. Zoppi described Eva as a
"tough gutsy yenta", and the club as never doing very well but
staying above water.

Jack Ruby was aggressive, always trying to improve himself.
■Joe Bonds was Ruby's first partner in the Sky Club. Bonds
was subsequently arrested for sodomy, jumped bail and left. The
club went downhill after Bond's arrest. Ruby he recalls, moved to
the Bob Wills ranch house in approximately 1952.

Prior to 1950, the Sopango (possibly Cipango) Club operated as a
club for millionaires only and did have gambling. Gambling at the
Top of the Hill Club stopped in the late 1940s. He said there was
very little gambling in Dallas into the 1950s and that which
existed was locally organized, not national. He doesn't know
Harry Urban.

Zoppi knew McWillie, but not well.

It was Zoppi's impression that there was little gambling in
Dallas itself. It was more prevalent in the greater Dallas/
Fort Worth area. There was extensive football betting which
operated very discretely. Each bookie had perhaps 10 customers
and was not part of a large organization.

Typed'Signature

Interviewer Signature
J. L. Wolf*  >fr-'r'u.tjq

Date transcribed 4/18/78
Caryl Emanuel

By: -------- Form S4-
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Zoppi knew Ben Whitaker ran a gambling operation when Dallas
was wide open in the 1940s. He knew Ray Ryan, (now deceased)
and that he took millions from H. L. Hunt in gambling dealings.

Zoppi doesn't know and never heard of Harry Hall (Haler or
Sinclair).

Zoppi knows Babe Baron who is also currently working for the
Riviera in an informal, largely cerimonial role. Baron's first
name is Charles. He is a general in the Army Reserves and a
close friend of General Curtis LeMay. (We subsequently learned
that Baron was visiting LeMay the following week).

Regarding gambling clubs in Dallas, he stated they were the only
places you could go for mixed drinks. A curfew was in effect
at midnight. There were no real problems with the police, but
there were sometimes problems with the State Alcoholic Control
Board. Zoppi said his average contacts with Ruby were once
or twice a month, usually when J. R. wanted his club acts plugged
in Zoppi's newspaper column. Sometimes there could be a few in
a week.

Ruby visited Zoppi at 10:30 on the morning of the assassination
with a picture of an ESP expert he wanted Zoppi to plug. ' Ruby
was gonsidering using the picture in an ad in the newspaper.
Ruby-Plater said, ha was a "highly emotional person" and Zoppi
believed him to be too calm that morning to have been involved
in a conspiracy. Ruby told him he was moving into a new apartment
starting Monday that cost $190 a month (up from the 5100 that Ruby
had been paying). The new address was 21 Turtle Creek. When
Zoppi questioned about it, Ruby said "I've scrimped all my life
and now I want to live a little." These were Ruby's last words
to Zoppi. Ruby's financial status was never good. He stated
Ruby always had pieces of clubs, some of which were backed by
Ralph Paul. Zoppi said Ruby was not involved in gambling. He
would be very surprised to hear Jack Ruby ever laid or took a
bet.

Zoppi knows Alice Nichols, Ruby's former girlfriend. He was
surprised to hear she said that Ruby had gambled.

Zoppi hasn't seen McWillie since the 1940s except perhaps once
when he ran into him in the Thunderbird. Zoppi said McWillie
lived in a very plush home in Dallas. He knew his wife at that
time. His (McWillie's) wife later married Abe Weinstein.
Bob Larkin was a bouncer in one of the clubs. Zoppi said he
never checked with McWillie on his story (1973) about McWillie
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inviting Zoppi and Ruby to Cuba. We found this very surprising,
but he insisted he had never checked with McWillie on the story.

His best recollection was that during September or October
of 1958 Ruby offered to write McWillie at the Tropicana to get
them airplane tickets so Zoppi could review the acts at the
Tropicana to help McWillie's business. The "OK" for the trip
was received in two or three weeks. The date was scheduled
to be approximately December 8 or 9 (or 10 - 12) and the trip
was to last 4-5 days. Zoppi wanted to be back for the holidays.
They would pay their own way down and be reimbursed; this was
the common practice for journalists reviewing acts. In late
November, Jack Entratter and Al Freeman called inviting Zoppi
to review a big anniversary show at the Sands in Las Vegas.
Zoppi said (as he had written in his article) the show was a
"summit meeting" show featuring Frank Sinatra, Dean Martin,
Sammy Davis, Joey Bishop, and Peter Lawford. Zoppi figured
there wouldn't be anything "like this" in Cuba so he decided
to postpone the trip and told Ruby he would meet him down there
after the new year on approximately January 4. Ruby told Zoppi
he would go down, stay down there and meet Zoppi in Cuba. Zoppi
then states he never went down due to Castro's takeover in
January. He vaguely remembers Ruby told him he had a good time
in Cuba. He doesn't know if Ruby had been there before or not.
He thinks it's "B.S." that Jack Ruby would have seen Trafficante-
they were simply "...not in the same league." When questioned
about the receipt or payment of the plane tickets, Zoppi said
he doesn't recall receiving a ticket and isn't sure if Ruby told
him that McWillie sent them.

Concerning AGVA he stated Vincent Lee ("a real martineit") ran
AGVA in the early 1950's, followed by Dean Jennings (who
lives in the San Francisco area now), followed by Jim Dolan.
He said AGVA was very strong in the 50's, but deteriorated
post 1963 since the union treasury was basically being robbed.
Ruby's travels with AGVA led him to go see Tony Pappa of
Associated Booking. Union policy required that clubs use AGVA
members in their acts and put up a deposit to ensure that the
acts would be paid. Tony Pappa currently resides three weeks
in Beverly Hills and one week in Dallas. Ruby also went to see
Joe Glazier, who is Pappa's boss in furtherance of his complaint
against Abe Weinstein. Ruby tried to see Joey Adams (well
connected with Glazier) and Jackie Bright, head of AGVA in
New York, but they wouldn't let Ruby in to see them. AGVA
boycotted acts or clubs who were not affiliated with the union.
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The Weinstein Club, next door to Ruby, was one of the best of
the second rate clubs, and was not unionized, but AGVA did
not challenge it. This drove Ruby Crazy. Zoppi figures Weinstein
was probably paying off the union. Ruby's business was hurting
because of the competition with Weinstein, and he was mad, because
he was still stuck with Jada who would not back out of her
contract.

Zoppi spoke with Gordon McClendon about one month ago. Zoppi
knows him well and likes him. G.M. owned KLIF in Dallas and the
Liberty Network (J.R. hung around there some). Ruby, he says,
loved McClendon because he "had class."

A Dallas police officer named Trautman (phoenetio - possibly
Trautham) gave Zoppi a radio speaker that had been in Ruby's
locker. He reportedly walked the beat which included the
Carousel Club. This concluded the first interview.

The second interview with Zoppi was conducted on 4/5/78 at 1:30
P.M. at his office in the Riviera. This was subsequent to the
depositions taken of Lewis McWillie.

We questioned Zoppi concerning the dates of his proposed trip
with Ruby to Cuba, in light of McWillie's certainty that Ruby
visited in August of 1959. We showed Zoppi the letter McWillie
had given us that Zoppi had written to Matty Brescia in 1976
which had "refreshed” McWillie's recollection that Zoppi had had
a role in Ruby's trip to Cuba. Zoppi authenticated his
signature.

Zoppi said Matty Brescia worked for Gordon McClendon and Liberty
Broadcasting. One evening around 195-2 Zoppi, Brescia and Candy
Barr were at the Bob Wills Ranch House„ Brescia told Jack Ruby
that Tony Zoppi was in the audience. aAd-S-ffngfrng about Zoppi's
first meeting with Ruby causing Ruby to introduce Zoppi to the
crowd. Brescia knew Ruby through McClendon.

We questioned Zoppi further about the timing of the proposed
trip to Cuba and the reasons it never came off as planned.
We pointed out to Zoppi that Castro's takeover did~ not prevent
travel to Cuba, at least not right away. We asked Zoppi if he
could give us a better idea why he thought the trip was planned
for December of 1958 and not a different year.
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Zoppi called the Sands Hotel to check on their big shows during
the 1958 - 1961 period to see what show he may have reviewed
to cancel his trip to Cuba. He stated it could have been the
December, 1958 show with Rowan and Martin, the December, 1960
show with Marty Allen and Steve Rossi, or the December, 1959
show with Dean Martin. The big show that he thought it was,
with Sinatra, Dean Martin and Sammy Davis did not take place
until January 20 - February 16 of 1960. After reviewing all
the shows, he admitted he was very unsure what the date of the
scheduled trip was to be. In fact, it was agreed that perhaps
Ruby had gone down in August, 1959 on a vacation for himself,
and the trip Zoppi and Ruby were to take was to be a second
trip to Cuba that in fact neither one ever went on due to Zoppi's
cancelling out.

Zoppi's recollection of the January 4th alternative date-1 which
he thought was prevented by Castro's takeover, could possibly have
been prevented by the severing of diplomatic relations between
the U. S. and Cuba on January 1, 1961.

35-379 0-79-17
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JACK L. RUBY was interviewed in an interview room
located on floor 6 —l-t^of'"fhe Dallas County Jail, Dallas, Texas*
His. attorneys, MELVII-ZbELLI, San Francisco, California;
J0E7T0NAHILL, Jasper, Texas; SAM-BP.ODY, Los Angeles, California,
and WILLIAMECHOULOS, San Francisco',' California, were present.
The interview commenced”at’ 1:50 PM and continued until 3:30 PM,
when RUBY went to the rest room. It was .resumed again at 3:34 PM
and continued until 5:00 PM.- -

JACK L. RUBY was advised by SA C. RAY HALL that he did •'
not. have to make any statement. He was reminded, that his attorney
were nresent, and that any statements he. made in answers to.
questions could be used against him in a court of law. •

JACK L. .RU3Y then furnished the following information:

. ' .. . .On the.night of Wednesday, November- 20, 1963, .he. was at
his club, the- Carousel. Club, in Dallas, Texas. He thinks he close
the club at about 2:00 AM on November 21, 1963. One of his dancer
called "LITTLE LYNN",, drank some champagne before closing, and whe
she started home she got sick and passed out at Nichols Brothers
parking'garage near his club. He thinks this occurred after
2:00 AM on November 21, 1963, but it could have been after
2:.00 AM on. November 20, 1963. He went over to see about her,
and tried to. get. her to go to a hospital, but she refused to.go.
He remained with her, trying to take care of her, until 4:00 AM
or 5:00 AM .and then went home, so far as he can now recall*.  After
he got home, he went to-bed and went to sleep* if

At about 10:30 AH or 11:00 AM on November" 21, 1963, he
received a telephone call -at home from- a girl named^TRAMMELL, whos
first name may be CONNIE, or. somathing similar. He'met this girl
at' the Carousel Club about eight-months■previously, and since meet
her she has called him on the telephone several times. The
TRAMMELL girl lives in an apartment on either Gaston Avenue or - '.
Live-Oak Street in Dallas. When she called him on November 21,
1963, she told him that she had to get a job and that she had
an appointment with LAMAR HUNT. He asked her how she • got an
appointment with HUNT, and she told him that she na1 n p-H HUMT’s
home- and got his number, then just called his office and asked
him for an appointment about a job.

on 12/21/63 Dallas, Texas
C.- RAY HALL and

b-/ S.j.cid iws MANNING C. CLEMENTS -

_____ Fib g DL 4 4-1639
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TRAMMELL asked RUBY to cone after her and give her a.
ride downtown,.sb.he got dressed, picked her up and drove her­
downtown. RUBY had an appointment with his attorney but does
not remember, whether it was GRAHAM KOCH or STANLEY KAUFMAN.-
Both.attorneys have offices in the Mercantile Securities
Building,. Dallas,-the same■building in which LAMAR HUNT-has his
offices-;- -T-RAMMELL-went-up—to--see. LAMAR--HUNT-and after RUBY .
completed his business with his attorney■regarding some.tax
matters, he waited around the cigar stand in the lobby for- a

•while .for. TRAMMELL'to come-down, but-..she" .did riot, so he left and
went--to the Carousel Club. When -he got-to the club, one of his
employees ’named LARRY was there.- '■ 

LARRY was a young boy whom, he had seen at the State
Fair of Texas, and he gave LARRY a job at the Carousel Club.
after the fair closed. He had asked LARRY to build a. crate
so he could ship a dog to a friend of RUBY's, .AL GRUBER,..who
lives, on Olympic Street in Los Angeles.,. California. .LARRY had
not built the crate, so- he got after him for not having fo'ne
what he had-asked him to do. So far as he remembers, he stayed
around the Carousel Club’until about 9; 30 PM, when he and RALPH
PAUL, who. owns part-of the- Carousel Club, went-to..the: Egyptian
Lounge for dinner. ’ .

While they were eating at the Egyptian Loungea man.
named. CONNORS, who.is.a salesman for the Dallas Morning News
newspaper,, came over to the table and invited RUBY over to the
Castaway Club located nearby’. He declined the invitation because
he did -not want • to go to this club as the manager had hired an
orchestra away from RUBY-that-had-played for RUBY for several year
After-dinner, RUBY returned.to the Carousel Club. During the
evening of November 21, 1953, he did the breaks between shows,.
which were two breaks of twenty Minutes each, and he used a
roulette wheel to. give away prizes to the audience. Sometime
during the evening; he ordered someone out of the club because "
he was creating 'a disturbance, but he has no idea who’this person
was. He believes he closed the Carousel Club at about 2:00 AM on
November 22, 1963, and-went home. If he went'anywhere to eat
before going home, he does’not remember it.' He does not how_
remember■whether GE0RGE<SENAT0R, who shares the apartment with.
RUBY, was. at home when he arrived there or not, but he went
directly to bed and went to sleep. .
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On the morning of November 22, 1953, KUBY got up at
about 9:30 AM and does not now recall .whether GEORGE SENATOR was
in the apartment or not. He drove downtown and stopped..at the
Dallas Morning News at about 10:50 AM. He believes he‘stopped..
•for a moment and talked to two girls employed there, GLADYS CRADDC
and a girl named CONNELLY or CONNELL. He thinks he gave them a
bottle°of Larson's CRD,, a food supplement for persons.on a diet.
He then went to the office of TONS-'ZSPPI, but. TONY was not there.
RUBY "looked over a brochure tliere'”about .BILIrfDEMAR, a master of
ceremonies at.the Carousel Club. Another employee of the news­
paper, -a.Mr. PAYNE, may have been in ZOPPI's office while RUBY
was in there. • y'” r ■"

RUBY left that office and went to_Mr. JOHRtTlEVZNAM.*s
office at the newspaper to-talk about RUBY's ads. RUBY was tryxn;
to make a 12:00 noon deadline. Mr. CONNORS, the same person RUBY
had seen at the Egyptian Lounge the previous evening, came in to
NEWNAM’s office, and-they talked for a while. NEWNAM came in, ant
RUBY completed his advertisements for his clubs.

At about that time, people began running around, and
RUBY"heard someone say that somebody had been shot. -First, he
heard that Governor CONNALLY had been shot, then a Secret >*
Service 'Agent, and then someone said that "our beloved"President”
has been shot". RUBY then called his sister,. EV.VGRAMT, and told
her about the shooting and told her he would be at her house as"
soon-as he could. He left the Dallas Morning News but does not k

•the time when he left. He drove to the Carousel Club and told hi
employeej ANDY^XrMSTRONG , to get in touch with everybody and tell
them -he was closing his clubs. He then called a friend, ALICE
NICHOLS, and she toldhim that Neiman-Marcus had closed their
store. ■ -He called AEr<GRUBER in Los Angeles from the Carousel Club
and told GRUBER he wo’uld send a dog to him soon. RUBY said he
talked to GRUBER about the death of President KENNEDY but began
crying and finally just told GRUBER he had to break it off and
hung up the telephone. ' •

Somebody brought some merchandise to the club, but he
does not remember who it was, and RUBY just told the man to take
the merchandise•back.as he did not want apy. He called his sister
several..times during the afternoon and was so upset that he was
belligerent toward his employees, ANDY and LARRY, who were at'
the Carousel Club. He remembers getting a telephone call from
KATHY-yCAY; he called his business associate, RALPn-'PAUL~ and told
PAUL that he was going to close his clubs; he called BRECK-r.-ALL
in Galveston, and also JOE PETERSON; and he called his sistfer~'~'
EILEEN in Chicago, locating her at his' sister HARIAH’s house.
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Sometime late that afternoon, he’left the Carousel
Club and went to the Ritz Delicatessen and bought a..lpt_of _food
and then went to the home of his- sister in Dallas.,-EVA GRANT- He
and his sister talked. and while there, his employee, ANDY', called.

■ . and told him that DOH<s>AFRAN , of the Dallas Times Herald., had
z' ■ called and wanted"to get in touch with him. RUBY then called

SAFRAN, who-told RUBY that the Cabana and the Century Hoorn were
going to close-and-he did not know what ABE and BARNEY WEINSTEIN

■ • ware'°going to do. RUBY said.he told SAFRAN that he had. already
closed, without a'Sking what the other club owners were doing.
SAFRAN then asked RUBY, about whether he would be open the next
night, and RUBY- said he did not know but would call him back.
In a few minutes RUBY called SAFRAN back and told' him- he- was
going, to be- closed Saturday and Sunday nights, in addition to -
Friday night.. . -

• At no time did RUBY go to Parkland Hospital on " -
November 22, 1963. At about 7:00 PM or 8:00 PM, he left his
sister’s home and drove to his apartment to get dressed to. go
to Congregation Shearith Israel Synagogue, arriving there at
about .10:00 PM or 10:30 PM. Before he left his apartment, he
called Dr. COLEMAN JACOBSON to determine when the services began
at his Synagogue. Following services, refreshments were served,
but he did not feel like visiting with anyone. He stayed there
for a short-time, then drove toward downtown. He passed the Club
BaliHai, noticing that it was open, and then drove by the’ Gay Life
Club and saw. that it was closed. He then drove on to Phil’s
Delicatessen and went in and talked to the owner, PHIL MILLER.
He had read -.in the newspaper, or heard over the radio’, that the
police officers in the-.Homicide Bureau would be working overtime
that night, so he ordered ten sandwiches and decided he would

. take them something to eat. After he ordered the sandwiches, he
called the Police Department Homicide Bureau and talked to
Detective -SIMS, telling -him -he -was -getting-some-sandwiches and
would•bring-them'down-for-them;■ SIMS told-him-they were-about
through-and-were - winding 'up things 'there -and ’did'not -want any­
thing to eat-. ■ - After'SIMS told him'that ;.'he'decided he ' J7ould
take-the-sandwiches’to-the employees-at KLIF Radio-Station.

■He'explained'that'he'has-known-GORDOh'^KC LEMDON, owner-
of the radio-station; -for-a number'of-years; -and 'he • also.- knows ■
RUSS KNIGHT, a disk'jockey at the station. The • employees at the
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radio station have been good about giving him free plugs when
ha was trying to get started with his clubs’, and he just wanted.
to do something for them because ha knew they would be working

■late. He called GORDON MC LEMDON’s home, from Phil's Delicatessen
in order to get a numbar at the radio station so he could talk, to
the. men on duty there. The daughter gave him a number, and he
told her he was going to take some sandwiches to the radio -
station, but the daughter told him her mother had already sent
some food up there. RUBY called the number ha had gotten, but
it was a wrong number.

• He picked up his.sandwiches and discovered they had made
.only,eighty when ha ordered ten. He drank a soft drink, then’left
with’his sandwiches and drove downtown, driving up Commerce Street
and parking across from the City Hall. He decided to go to the
Police Department to try to locate some newsmen from KLIP' in
o f^r to obtain the unlisted phone number for the radio station.
He went to the third floor of the Police Department, where the
newsmen were gathered. As he got off the elevator, a policeman,
who was not known to RUBY, asked him where he was going,-or whom ’
he wanted -to see. RUBY told him he was looking for JOE .DELONG, -
of KLIP, and the officer let him go on inside.. He looked around
for a while, without seeing anyone from KLIP, and asked some
unknown police officer to have JOE DELONG paged over the loud­
speaker. DELONG did not answer the page,’but while he was waitin'
he saw Captain FRITZ, of the Police Department, come out of’his
office with a person, OSWALD. RUBY heard a reporter tell FRITZ
that this was not a good plane, so FRITZ wer.t back inside his
office with OSWALD. In a minute, RUBY heard’ some newsmen say
something about'the basement, so he went down there to an
assembly room’where some newsmen were.

When he-sew OSWALD here, this was the first time that
he had ever seen him£ He had never heard the name of LEE HARVEY
OSWALD.before OSWALD'S’arrest-on-November-22, 1953, by the Dallas
Police Department. Any rumors that OSWALD was ever at any of-
RUBY's clubs-are--wrong because-RUBY had never seen LEE HARVEY-
OSWALD at any place before he saw him with Captain FRITZ at the"
Dallas Police Department the night of November 22, 19S3. Any
rumors that OSWALD was at the Carousel Club are absolutely untrue
RUBY has since heard ’reports that his master of ceremonies at the
Carousel Club, BILL DEMARj has reported that OSWALD was at’the
Carousel Club one night before President KENNEDY was assassinated
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RUBY said that this is absolutely false, because-OSWALD was never
there. RUBY has heard that ED SULLIVAN got in touch .with BILL
DEMAR and wanted DEMAR on SULLIVAN's television. program, but
SULLIVAN did not believe DEMAR’s story and would not use him.

• RUBY-further advised that.newspaper reports that RUBY, and OSWALD
were seen together-in-Waco, Texas,-are complete falsehoods because
he was never with OSWALD anywhere. Reports that OSWALD was going
to RUBY's apartment after President KENNEDY’S death are abso­
lutely false, because OSWALD did not- know RUBY, ’RUBY has never

•had'any previous. connection with OSWALD, and OSWALD could, not
have .been going-to RUBY’s apartment. RUBY said that his employee.
ANDY,. ARMSTRONG, knows more about RUBY’s club and RUBY’s morals
than anyone, else, and ANDY can tell anyone that OSWALD, was never

■ ..in the Carousel Club. • - i

> . When RUBY got to the assembly room, he went to the
back of the room and stood on top of a table, so he could see-
and-be out of the way. In a few minutes; HENRY WADE, the District
Attorney, and Captain FRITZ came into the assembly room- with

-OSWALD for-an interview with the press. OSWALD mumbled or talked
a.-little, but>the newsmen could not-ha»r him. RUB# did not hear-

. OSWALD either." Arter a short time, Captain’ FRITZ took OSWALD
' away. HENRY WADE was then'interviewed by the newsman.

RUBY said that he had his. .revolver. in his right-front
trouser., pocket all during this evening, .November.22. and 23 j
196-3, except when'he went to church services. He left the
revolver-in his car while he was in church but put it back-in
his right trouser: pocket when he got back to his car. He said.-
he carried-.his gun because he had. a lot .of .-.money-o’n-his person
and always carried-his gun when he carried money.

After the interview with WADE, RUBY left the assembly
room and was out in -the • corridor. -A newsman came by whom RUBY
did not know,-and RUBY asked him if he had seen JOE DELONG, of
KLIF. This man said he had not seen DELONG^ and RUBY, mentioned/
that he- had some sandwiches for KLIF. This man said he was from.
KBOX radio and asked RUBY what was the matter with them. - RUBY
said he.told the man that next time maybe, but this "time he had
the sandwiches for KLIF. This man. from. KBOX then gave RUBY the
unlisted phone-number for KLIF. RUBY went around behind the
counter in the basement offices of the Police Department and
telephoned KLIF, talking to an employee named KEN. He told KEN
he had some sandwiches but could not get in the entrance door
to the radio station. At about that time, HENRY WADE walked
by, and RUBY was still talking to KEN.so he asked KEN if he
wanted- to talk to HENRY WADE-. KEN said he. did, so RUBY-'called
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to HENRY WADE and told WADE ha was wanted on the telephone.
WADE talked on the phone to KEN, then handed the phone back to
RUBY. RUBY talked to KEN again, and.KEN told hint.it .was great
of RUBY to help him get the interview with WADE.

RUBY said he then left the Police Department building,
went to his car and drove over to Radio Station KLIF. He got
the. sandwiches out of his car to take them upstairs, but the
•front door-was locked. In about ten or fifteen minutes, RUSS
KNIGHT cams .by and let him inside. They all went upstairs,
and the.employees on-duty ate the • sandwiches. RUBY left Radio
Station KLIE at about.3:00. AM -on-November 23, 1963, and drove to
the.las Times Herald newspaper building; He went inside and.

•talked .to an'employee named PAT GADOSH and gave PAT a twist
-board, an-exerciser. GADOSH is the person at the newspaper who
takes RUBY’s ads for his clubs. , . .

. .. He. talked with GADO SH-iaftout'the advertisement in. the-
Dallas Horning-News, by . BERNARD'WEISSMA1+-,. that was critical, of
President KENNEDY. GADOSH told 'RUBY not to worry about the ad,
because-the- Dallas .Morning News was suffering enough for carrying
such.an ad.-. RUBY got his ad taken care of and drove toward home.

Awhile .driving home’,-RUBY thought of the similarity
between, tlye- BERNARD .WEISSMAN advertisement, .and. a., sign he, had
seen which read, "Impeach EARL WARREN’!. He drove home, and
awakened■GEORGE SENATOR .and asked SENATOR to go with him. He
called the Carousel• Club and awakened his employee, LARRY, and
asked .LA.RRY.-if. he .knew how to operate a Polaroid camera. LARRY
said he could operate.-the camera, so he told .LARRY he would be

. down, to pick-up LARRY- and -.the ■ camera. . RUBY, and SENATOR-then.
drove to the Carousel-Club sometime about 4:00 or 5:00 AM on

•November 23,.1963, and'picked up .LARRY and-the camera. - They
•drove-to Central■Expressway and-Ross-Avenue, wherer-they found
a sign-, about 2 feet by 4 feet, on'top of a Potter Steel Company­
sign, which read-’’Impeach'EARL-WARREN'!, and at the bottonvof—this
sigrr-was-"Box 1757,-Beltham, Mass." • . .

• They took some photographs of this sign, and RUBY then
remembered-that.the.BERNARD WEISSMAN ad had the address "Box 179Z
Dallas, Texas"i so they drove to the Main Post Office in Dallas
and looked at Post Office Box 17 92. RUBY asked a man on duty at
•the post office for the name of the man who had Post Office Box
1792, but-the man told-him he could not give RUBY the name of
the box holder. . They left and went to the Southland Hotel

hint.it
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Coffee Shop, where RUBY talked for a few n'i'nutes with, the
owner, a man believed to be named WEBB. RUBY said as a
patriotic '•American he was so upset and intense over the sign, .
and—the-advertisement critical of President KEMNEDjfj'ttiiathhe
could not eat anything- but drank some orange juice at the'
coffee shop'; They left the .coffee shop and dropped off LARRY
at the Carousel Club at about 6:00 AM. As he got out of the
car, LARRY, told RUBY that he supposed RUBY was not going to
bed,*'and  RUBY told'LARRY that he was not going to bed. RUBY

■and SENATOR drove on- to their apartment and went to bed.'

At about 8:30 AM on November 23, 1963, LARRY phoned
RUBY and. asked him what kind of dog food he wanted. RUBY said
that before he realized that he had told LARRY he was not going
to bed, he talked real ugly to LARRY. He found out later that .
LARRY left’the keys to the Carousel Club next door and left
town without telling RUBY he was leaving or where he was going.

• RUBY got up at about 11:00 or 11:30 AM and got dressed and
drove downtown. He decided to stop and look at all the wreaths
that had been’placed on the side of the street near where
President KENNEDY had been shot. He looked at.-the wreaths, then
went over to. talk..to Police Officer CHANEY, who was on. duty

■ there, and talked with CHANEY for a few minutes, but choked up
and left because he did not want CHANEY to see him crying. He
went on up the street and met WES WISE, of KRLD television station

'and talked .to WISE for a few minutes. He drove on away and as he
was .leaving he noticed that Captain FRITZ and Chief of Police
CURRY were walking-around the scene of the assassination. He
backed-up andtold WISE, "There goes FRITZ and CURRY”. He' then

■drove-on home. .4 -

Later on- in the afternoon he drove ba’ck downtown and
went .to ;Sol’.s-Turf-Bar'and talked .with a man named BELLOCHIO,
or something-like that,., who was in the place, and also talked
to his accountant,- -AB&FKLEINMAN, who was in the place. He
showed them photos that'he”Had taken of the sign "Inneach EARL
WARREN”','■ and they'talked about that, BELLOCHIO was talking
about the bad-publicity that.Dallas would get because President
KENNEDY had "been killed in Dallas and said he would probably
have to-leave town. RUBY reminded him that he had made his

•money in Dallas-and should not leave now. BELLOCHIO wanted one
•of the photos that RUBY had taken, but RUBY would not-give him
a photo. While in- this'bar RUBY called his attorney, STANLEY

•••KAUFMAN', and-he-told STANLEY about the photos. RUBY was in
Sol's Turf Bar about forty-five minutes, then left sometime
between 3:00 and 4:00 PH on the afternoon of November 23 1963,
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- He does not remember exactly where he went .I.-," ——- —
when he left but may have gone by the Lacy Building to see his
tailor, but'he then went back to’the. Carousel Club and then on.
home. -. His employee ANDY at the Carousel Club, called him about
6:00 PM and wanted to leave, but RUBY told ANDY to stay at the
club to-answer any-incoming telephone calls. He .stayed-home
.until about 11:00 PM, when he went to the Pago Club. He sat
down at a back table.and ordered a Coke. BOB NORTON;- the manager,
came over and .told RUBY that he was going to close .the club but
had been-told to keep it open. RUBY told MORTON. that was:all
right; he could do whatever he wanted to. dabut he-had- closed
his clubs.--.RUBY left-..there.after-he f inished.his. Coke' and .drove .
to his Carousel-Club. He stayed around there for a little .while,
then drove home-because, he-was not interested, in any gaiety. He
did not go to-the Cabana-Motel and visit a club.there.

’ • RUBY said that on the morning of November--2^;. 1963,
’ he-got a call from one of his dancers called LITTLE LYNN,-who
has been-a pain-to him because of her actions, and she- said she

•needed some-money-for her landlord. On Friday night, November. 22,
1963, he had to give-her-$5.00 so .she could get home. . He. did not
want her to- come by his apartment- to get the money because her ' s
husband would cone with- her and RUBY did not like -her husband. .
He told LYNN he would send her some, money by Western Union to

- Fort Worth, -Texas. He had a lot of money with him that he had
for a deposit to pay his excise tax, so he got his revolver and pu
it in his right front, trouser pocket. .He said he never carried th

■ gun in his coat pocket because it would get his.coat out of shape.

..... . He said he had no permit to carry a gun and had no card
or badge as any’kind of 'iHo’dcver',
a number-of-officers of the Dalias Police Department-knew he had a
gun;' -He-recalled'that a'couple of times the police officers had
taken, him :out of-jail and-given his gun back to him.- He did not
recall-the-names?of-these officers. He said that-being - around
clubs--and-carrying-money--!t was like-a jungle with all the
sti.ckups--he- carriedrhis-revolver-when-he had money on his person.

.. He left his apartment, got in his car and started to
town to send the money to LITTLE LYNN. . -As he drove out of his
driveway, he stopped and talked to a neighbor, name unknown-but •
.who is the father-in-law of Police Officer BUDDY MUENSTER. * RUBY
had. his dog in the car-with him. He drove toward town on the
Thornton Expressway and turned off onto Industrial Street then
up Industrial to Main Street so he could see the wreaths at the
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spot where President KENNEDY was assassinated.. As ha passed.
the. County Building .he noticed .a lot of people around so he_
assumed that OSWALD had already been moved to the County. Jail.
He -drove on up Main Street- and as-he-passed the City .Hall he
noticed-a number of -people ' around there, Just- before: he.-reached
the next corner, he-made an illegal left turn into a parking^lot
across the.street•from.the Western Union Office and parked his
car there. -He'left his dog in his car. He then walked across .
the’street--and sent- a money order for $2S-.D0-to -LITTLE LYNN at

■ -.Port-Worth. . -  . * - • . •

- . After sending--the telegram, -he- left -the Western Union
office and walked west on -the same side of -the -street,- toward

■ the’.-City-Hall, .located on the next corner Before he reached
’■the .Police Department building, he noticed-a police officer

standing at. the entrance to the ramp going into the basemant
•from Main’ Street,-'but.he did not know the police officer. Just
befor.e he, reached that .point, a police car came out of the
basement,- and he -recognized the driver of the police car as

■ -.Lieut.: PIERCE. .. He explained he has known. Lieut. PIERCE for
twelve, or fourteen years. PIERCE did not look- toward-him or
speak to him and RUBY did not speak to Lieut. PIERCE.’ RUBY_
could.not recall. seeing anyone else.-in the. police car with.
Lieut. PIERCE in either the- front-or back seat of the police car.

As. the. police car driven by Lieut. PIERCE came-.out of
the basement-ramp, the officer on duty at the entrance stepped '
.back.and walked . toward .the curb next to.the street, with his
back toward RUBY.- .-As the police car got even with this- officer,
the officer-stooped .down and looked .inside the.car. At -about
this time, RUBY.had-reached the.entrance to the Main Street
ramp, and. he took in the movement of the police car and the

- officer on duty at the rarap^, with a quick glance'. Without
breaking his stride or hesitating, RUBY turned to his-left and
walked down the ramp into the basement. As he entered the
•ramp, he does-not-recall-.seeing any person standing’around the
entrance,.and he does not .know a former police officer named
DAMIELS. .

RUBY said he'is positive he did not have either of
. his hands- in any- of his pockets—either coat or trouser pockets

when he entered and walked down the ramp. He did not look bshine
him to. see which way the police car went when it entered the
street, and he did not look behind him to see whether anyone
observed him entering the basement. RUBY said he had no kind
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of press card or any other kind of identification on the outside
of his coat, and he exhibited no identification to anyone to
gain entrance to the basement.•

Just as he -got to-the bottom of the ramp, RUBY said,
"A person who pops-out with.two men; that is all I can remember;
naturally.T know"who he-is;-to-me; he had this-smirky, snug,
vindictive-attitude; -I-can't explain what impression, he gave me,
but that is all I can-----,-well,- I just lost my senses; the next
I knew I-was-on the ground and-five or six people were on top of
me". RUBY said that as he was going down the ramp he spoke to no
one and no one • spoke -to him. ■ He did not recognize anyone in'the
crowd there, and-he did-not stop and stand behind anyone.

RUBY was asked why he-killed OSWALD, and he said, T
was in mourning Friday and Saturday. To me, when he shot before
me like-he did, something-in my insides tore out, and-I just went
blank. . To me,-he represented—I’ll go back a little bit. I
listened .to a eulogy Saturday morning, I am. sure, and-I Heard
Rabbi SILVERMAN speak about our President. He said, 'Here-is a
man that-fought in all battles, but he didn't have a chance to
fight here, he was shot from the rear' . I have been around people
that-are so smug and hard. Then about-OSWALD-being-associated.
with.Communism, .and how he blemished.-this baantiful city; and Mrs.
KENNEDY having to coma back to the trial. I told no one I was
going .to kill him. Ho one knew I was going to shoot him. I didnr
discuss anything with anyone about .shooting.him; .No police
officer assisted me in any way, or did, or said anything to
suggest---.my shooting OSWALD. I remembered MULLINAX, a police

.officer.who was killed,-and MULLINAX was a friend of mine. .1 did.
not know J. D; TIPPIT. I knew a TIPPIT on the police department, ■
but he was in-the Special Service Bureau, and he was. not the TIPPI
that was killed. I did not know the TIPPIT that was ki71 pA, "-

RUBY said he has never had any serious illnesses or
hospitalizations ■ and does not have a steel plate in his head.
He-volunteered his mother had previously been committed to an
insane, asylum. He professed to .know of no other history of mental
illness in his family.

• -RUBY stated-he- was born in Chicago in 1911. He spent '
four’or five years in various foster homes in • Chicago,-mentioning
that his father was an alcoholic. He said the father’s alcoholic
habits contributed to-his mother’s mental condition -alon-’ with
her problems in "the change of life". He said he remained in*"
Chicago until 1933.
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■ He- said, .that in. 1933 he, one _AL'.T'pUfIN, MAURY.. Hast name
not recalled) .and..a third person, whose name .lie.,could, not imme­
diately recall, went to Los.Angeles, California,-.where they sold. 
"Collier’s Tip.Sheet", which he■described as a handicapper’s
tip sheet-for horse races.- He said their arrival in the Los
Angeles-.area coincided, as he recalled, with the opening of the
Santa Anita Race-Track. --He-related- they remained in the Los.
Angelas area-for a-few-months only and.during the same year,
1933., .want to the San Francisco area, where he at first engaged.
in similar-activities at the Bay .Meadows Race Track. .Subsequently.
he-sold'subscriptions to Hearst newspapers, the San Francisco -

and .Sen Francisco Call Bulletin, covering San Francisco
and small•towns in the general area.

He said ■ he ■ remained in San Francisco until 1937 and
returned to Chicago ■ and was unemployed for. a considerable -period.. *-
In 12AH, he related, he, his brother EARir~RUBY, HARtJjSiEPSTEIM, - ■
MARTYASHARGOL (Phonetic) and MARTYXgIMPLE "went on the..road"
selling punch boards and small' cedar\chests in numerous Eastern
and New England states. He specifically mentioned the states of
NewJY-ork.,. Connecticut and Pennsylvania. He said he had no fixed
address during this period, that the group lived in various hotels;

.' . . RUBY related that in late 1941 he returned to Chicago
and.continued his business-of selling punch boards, primarily

•through mail orders-; ■ He mentioned an advertisement-was run in
Billboard magazine in this regard. He mentioned <that during this
period he became very- closely associated with ARTY^iAYNE, a _
musician..

RUBY stated he remained in Chicago until 1942. He said
his brother-SAMUEL was in military service, stationed at-Jefferson.
Barracks in the St. Louis area. He said he went to St.-Louis and.
spent a week or two there, to be near his brother. His brother
EARL, he related j-was-at the time • in the U. S. Navy,-stationed '
at Dutch Harbor. He said he sold -punch -boards-.hhile-ih.”.the- - *
St; Louis area;- -He said -he • returned to Chicago in 1942 and-"hung

^around home,"-mentioning, specifically the area of Division and
Damon-Streets; He-said he had.-had. difficulties with his previous
partners-in the punch board business. -

.1 ’
In’the period 1942-1943', he operated out of Globe Auto

Glass Company, owned by one MORRIE'hKELLMAl-i. He mentioned that his
brother HYMAN had, during this period, been released from military
service as be'ing "too old". He said that he personally entered
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the military service in 1943 and remained until 1-945.

RUBY said that in 1946, on being discharged from
military duty, he-returned to Chicago and "prospered” in his
mail order business involving punch boards and miscellaneous
items. He said .his sister EVA had for-some time been wanting
to operate -a-night- club 'in Dallas and had moved to Dallas from
California. He said he -in the -meantime.had-had some .friction

. with his brothers and 'had sold -his interest in their mutual *
business of-selling punch-boards and other items to.the brothers.

He- said he -sent-money to his sister EVA for a -lease on
. a building in which-to open a club. He said he at that time was
.-living at-the Congress Hotel, Chicago, having saved some money.

• -.He said-for-a-brief period he was associated with one - PINKIE _
''sHARHOOD, who lived in Detroit, in. the. promotion, of.-J.'cookware”.

This was.-not.-a. successful venture. ' • ' ;

He said that in 1947 he moved to Dallas to be associated
with EVA in the night club business. He returned to Chicago, how­
ever, in the same year in a few months in an effort to enter into

• various 'Merchandising deals". • Being unsuccessful^-he returned to-
Dallas in 1947 and has lived in Dallas continuously since". .

RUBY said he went broke in the night club business in
1952 and had a "mental breakdown"; He continued along this line
by saying he was "mentally depressed" and that he "hibernated in

• the Cotton Bowl Hotel" for three or four months, declining-to see
his friends. He said he- went back to Chicago briefly and. his
brother-EARL tried to help him out financially. He returned to
Dallas, however, in 1952.

RUBY said his first ventures in Dallas'-were-the Bob
Wills Ranch House-and Silver Spur. He said that WILLIckjEPSTEIN
and HARTY GIHPLE were associated-with him in the Silver £pur '
and it was at the Silver Spur that he went broke. He’ said-after
his "comeback" he-tried operating the Silver Spur again. -In 1952-
195 3 he operated the Ervay Theater, a motion picture -house
briefly. In 1953-he became associated • in the-Vegas.. Club-and
"Hernando’s Hideaway".

'In 1956 he sold his interest in the Silver Spur. He
related that in 1959-1960 he persuaded his brother EARL to come
to Dallas and to assist in establishing the Sovereign Club
EARL did not remain in Dallas, however. He said the Sovereign
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Club, established as a private club, became the Carousel, which. -
continues' to operate.

RUBY said he has not been associated with. or..operated.
any night’dubs except in Dallas, Texas.

RUBY stated that he visited a. friend of his. brother in
Windsor, Ontario;- Canada,- in-1929-1930 for two or three months. -
In 1933, when en route to California on a brief trip, he went
across into Mexico at Juarez. He said this was purely , a. “tourist”
trio of' short duration. He said he has never been in Mexico -
otherwise and has never been outside the Continental United States
except as-indicated above and below. He said-he has never-been in.
Honolulu, Hawaii. ..... .. :

• RUBY related that in August 1959 he went to Havana,
Cuba, to see, L_....c7u?1C_WILLIE, who was “some sort of-a. good will
nan" for-the Tropicana, a gambling establishment. He said MC WILL.
sent him-a'plane ticket and he lived at-the;Fosca Apartments with
nr wtt.t.TP a period of eight to. ten days. He said he- spent all
.of his time in Havana-except to-go-to-a small-area on one-occasion
with "one-of-the-FOX brothers”, who owned the Tropicana. - ’He said .
his’-.trip -to Cuba-was - completely non-political and that he-has had
no-correspondence with persons in Cuba; He said MC WILLIE is now
at the Thunderbird Hotel, Las Vegas, Nevada.

'•RUBY stated he has not been, a member-of any political
associations,-clubs or organizations.-. .He said his brother HYMAN
was at one time interested in politics in Chicago in a small- way.
He said he may have belonged to B'nai B!rith and-the-"Jewish
Welfare Fund". He said he has never been a member of the
Communist -Party or any “front" organizations, th'at he has had no
membership in, or affiliation with, or interest in "Fair Play for
Cuba" or any other Cuban organization of any type.

RUBY volunteered that some years ago, "at a-time when
CASTRO was popular in the United States", he read of an individual
in the vicinity of Houston, Texas; having been engaged in "gun
running to-CASTRO"-. He said'he attempted by-telephone to get in
touch-with-this individual as he had-in mind ."making-a” buck" by
possibly acquiring some Jeeps or other similar equipment “which
he might sell-to persons-interested-in their importation to-Cuba.
He said nothing came of this. He.said he had never attended any'
meetings concerned with "gun running'.', smuggling of persons in
or out of Cuba or• otherwise• in'relation to Cuban-affairs.

RUBY said he was associated in about 1937 in Chicago
with the Scrap Iron and Junk Dealers Union but has otherwise had
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no other direct association with any union except American Guild.
of Variety Artists, the latter in connection with his night club
businesses. ■ •

RUBY stated that during the summer of 19S3 he took a
tripyto Houston, .Texas', en route to Edna, Texas, where he visited
CANDYyB.ARR, a former Dallas strip tease figure-who had just, been
released, from ihe Texas State Penitentiary. He . said 'he .gave
CANDY a-.dog.as a .present. He said he went on to New Orleans on.

• this'same’trip, his purpose being’to-attempt to engage the ser­
vices .of "JADA", a stripper who had been performing in New
Orleans. ' ”

■ -He said that , in the summer of 1963 he flew-via-American
• Air Lines-to New York-City, where he remained for two-or*-three
■days at-the-new-Hilton-Hotel. He said his purpose was to see

; JOE.-''Gs^SER, a booking agent, and to see officials of American
Guiid’-’of- Variety Artists in order to register complaints relative
to competitors in Dallas. - He said he traveled alone. On this
trip,.he recalls having run into "DANTE", a magician, in an _•

■ automat and-havingrvisited.or contacted BARNEYr^OSS , former -
well-known-prize-fighter whom he had known.in Chicago. He said
on the ..return to Dallas he went via Chicago and that members of *•
his family-joined him-briefly at O'Hare Eield, the Chicago
airport. -RUBY said.he could recall no other travel outside- of
Dallas during 1963. .

He mentioned having been in New York, Joplin, Missouri;
Tulsa, Oklahoma, and'Chicago in 1956 when -he was attempting to
promote-a-young Negro tap dancer and drummer named .NELSON, al s.->
known as "LITTLE ’DADDY”. He said this trip lasted several- weeks.

............ He related-that-he was in Hot-Springs, Arkansas, in.
1956, as he recalls, having flown there to attend the races. He:
said he believed he was-in-Little Rock during the-same trip
briefly.. He said he was in Las. Vegas, Nevada, in 1937 and does n<
recall having been there since that time. - -

RUBY stated that no police-officers-accompanied him on
the trip to Hot Springs, mentioned above, and that he had neve”
been outside the City of Dallas with any Dallas law enforcement
officers. He said he had never employed any Dallas policeman
in any of his clubs,-although he had employed "Special Officers".
For the services of the latter, he paid the City of Dallas and
the City in turn paid the "Special Officers" in question. ’He" saic



1S9

DL 44-1639
16

he had never given money or other things of value, to officers
of the Dallas Police Department•except bottles of whiskey at
■Christmastime to some. He said he had also had a practice of
admitting’officers to his clubs without cover charge and having
given "special prices" on drinks; for. example, he would give
officers beer for 40 cents a bottle, where his usual price was . .
more. He. said.-he had never asked any special favors from any
police personnel.

35-.37Q n _ «7o _ to
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: SHERWIN JACK BRAUN, Architect, 6238 North Hoyne, H

business address 140 East Ontario, Chicago, Illinois,.advised R
on the Labor Day weekend of 1959, ’he, JACK MARCUS and JAY.  ■
BISHOV visited Havana, Cuba for three or four days while on- H
a Florida vacation prior to returning to school in Chicago, E
Illinois. .R

On the first or second night in Havana, the three |j
men bad visited the Tropicana night club in Havana, Cuba .and H|
were standing by the roulette wheel or crap table when a B
nan walked up and Introduced himself. BRAUN adised be . g
thought the man gave his name as JACK RUBY but was not sure. Bi
BRAUN stated he did not know the man Vhd said be bad originally H
been from Chicago, Illinois, but now owned some sort of night S
club or gambling establishment in Texas,, possibly Dallas, The R
man Invited the three men to visit his night club whenever they gl
got to Texas. ■ b

sBRAUN stated he believed RUBY was alone but appeared
to know bis way around and was familiar with the employees of the
Tropicana. BRAUN stated RUBY did not give him a business card
nor did he know how long RUBY stayed in Cuba nor where he stayed.

BRAUN described the man known as JACK RUBY as a
white male American, large or heavy build, with round or oval
face, had a "Jewish appearance", and did not have a Texas or
southern, accent. BRAUN stated no radical or political typo state­
ments were made, nor were any comments made other than the
above casual remarks made by RUBY.

on 11 /25/S3 TH in Me '
DANIEL P. BLAKE/tjd 11/26/63

Dote dictated 
66"/

CG 44—645"
File g DL 44-1639

JFK Exhibit F-578
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JAY (NMI) BISHOV, Attorney, 0060 North Ridge,
business address 5152 North Clark, Chicago, Illinois, advised
he visited Havana, Cuba lor three or four days about the
first of September, as it was the. Labor Day.weekend in 19B5,
BISHOV stated he was with two ether companions, a JACK MARCUS
and SHERWIN BRAUN, both of Chicago, Illinois.

BISHOV stated that the second or third night in
Havana, Cuba, he, BRAUN and MARCpS were standing near a crap .
table or roulette wheel at the Tropicana night club when a
man approached and introduced himself by a name which BISHOV ■
believed was JACK RUBY. RUBY asked where thp three men
were from and when BISHOV stated he was from the West Side bf
Chicago, Illinois, RUBY stated that be was also from that
sectin of Chicago, Illinois, but bpd moved to Dallas, Texas
some years before. BISHOV stated BUBY did not specify any
particular street names or individuals with whom he bad been.
acquainted in Chicago, Illinois.

. n->. 11/25/63

BISHOV stated JACK RUBY extended an invitation
to the three men to visit him at one of his night clubs in
Dallas, Texas. BISHOV stated'be was under the impression BUBY
owned more than one night club'in Dallas, Texas and indicated
that-these clubs were somewhatiplush. '

BISHOV stated RUBY appeared to know bis way around
the Tropicana night' club, Havana, Cuba and may have been .
familiar with some of the employees. BISHOV stated the
conversation .lasted only about ten minutes and nothing other than
the above casual comments were made. BISHOV stated no radical
political type statements were made nor was there any tdicatlon
RUBY belonged to any particular organizations. BISHOV stated
he did not know bow long RUBY had been in Havana, Cuba, where
he was staying nor when be was supposed to return to the United
States.

BISHOV stated he was not sure of the name nor of the
picture appearing in the daily newspaper, that it was identical
to the JACK RUBYbe met in Cuba but described this'individual as
a white male American, of average build, 5’7" -61, 165 - 200 pounds
dark hair, with a "Jewish appearance",’and was in his raid or late
forties. BISHOV stated RUBY was an extrovert and loud talker but
appeared to be friendly.■..

DL 44—1639
on 11/25/63 n,Chicago, Illinois  Filo g CG 44-645

. - ... , DANIEL P. BLAKE/tjd 11/26/63
by Special Agon! --------------- --------------------------------------------------------- —---------------Dote dlctalad •:

This doevsent contains neither’wcwcTitnendatlona nor conclusions of the FBI. Xt f,"c property of the FBI and is loaned to
Your aQency;_lt and Hecontents cO«*r  distributed outside your agency. {?o«>r

JFK Exhibit F-579
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iv’ -. ' ":r?jACK (NMI) MARCU^T ago 27, advised he is an attorney,
• business address, L3T North LaSalle Street, Suita 1503, Chicago,
■Illinois,, phone number aj 6-3938, and resides at 81,2 Brown, . ■.

• Evanston, Illinois. • •■■. «- .
•• ■-•■•- " ' * * '• ' ' ■; t'- '

Hr. MARCUS stated h,e visited Havapa, Cuba, ioj lour "S ■•-'
,k days during the Labor Day week end, 1959, with two companions,

JAY BISHOV and SEERWIN BRAUN. During this vacation trip, the . '
three were approached by a man in the Tropipana Night Club
Havana, Cuba, who gave his pane as JAQK RUBY. RJJBY stated *.
he heard the three men were from the United States and indicated'
he was familiar with Chicago, Illinois, had some acquaintances
in Chicago and may possibly have been'originally from Chicago. .

' RUBY stated he owned a night club in Texas Which MARCUS
believes was in Dallas and possibly called the "Carousel".
He indicated he had '.'everything" at the nighp club including
gambling. RUBY'told MARCUS if he ever passed through Dallas,
he should stop in at RUBY’S, pight club.

MARCUS stated RUBY wps alone and appeared to have
been on vacation but may have been friendly vvjlth the employees
in the gambling section of 'the Tropipana, ' '

MARCUS further stated the meeting .lasted only about
ten minutes and no other questions were asked or other information
obtained. No radical or political type statements were made
by RUBY nor were there any indications he belonged to any

•particular organizations.

MARCU3 described dACIC RUBY as follows;

Race White
Sex Male
Nationality . American : '
Age' Mid-forties
Height 5'11" '
Weight 175 pounds
Build Medium to large
Hair Brownish, balding slightly
Accent Midwestern rather thanTexan
Complexion Ealy

On -1/24/63 Evanston, Illinois FiU jt • CG 44-645
SAs LANSING P. LOGAN

by -a°£P¥I2L p- BLAKB/mav_____________ XI/29/63
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CG 44-645
g • xtft’-'j'h.s.-•• •• • ’ ■
~ ■ '/^Characterisyp^ Appqarp^.tP Rayo boon of .

Jewish optrpctioh. Ajpo
dpsqrlbqd ’ng a gregarious
typo' qntj.PP'extrovert.

Hr. MARCUS adviced wljqn ths shooting .ipcldenti in .
Dallas, Texas, took.place cppcorping LSS ■ OSUALD by a
JACK RUBY, Noyenber'241963, the papo'p^rpcl;'il/CCUS as being. •
faniliar and when pe saw the newspaper picture 'pf. JACS
RUBENSTEIN,. it hore'p ^harp yepepblpnce tp the ^AfE RUBY he
net in Havana, Cuba/ ip ip59. •' '' ••■■'' '■ • 1 '
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Dafc dictated

JFK Exhibit F-582

He advised he has known JACK. RUBY as a club manager
in Dallas since about 1950 and has frequented his. places of
business since then.

ge- advised he wait to Cuba for too days in late '
1959 and inearly 1960 he was back in Dallas and went to the

Chairman Stokes. Mr. Chairman, I would also ask that JFK
Exhibit F-581, which is a postcard written from Jack Ruby to Alice
Nichols which is dated September 8, 1959, also be made a part and
entered into the record at this point.

RECTOR stated that he had no other Information con­
cerning RUBY, as his knowledge of him is so limited.:

nn,„ Hoveriber 30, 1953

CLARENCE A. RECTOR, 422 Connally Street, Sulpher
Springs, Texas, advised'SA JAMES L. WILLIAMSON he was in
Houston.temporarily in connection with his automobile trans­
porting business- •

He stated he was at the Vegas Club'on this occasion
with CHESTER MYERS' (phonetic) , a head waiter who resides in an
apartment about the 5000 block or Hall Street*in  Dallas. He
said MYERS appeared to be well acquainted with RUBY.

he had been to Cuba and
RUBY Stated he had Jr-ecentiv/been to Cuba himself, as he and

"sonieTassociate©! were trying to get some gambling concessions
a casino thA-re mt it did not work out, -. ■ '•
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Mr. Preyer. Without objection, JFK F-581 is ordered into the
record at this point.

[The above referred to JFK Exhibit F-581 follows:]

JFK Exhibit F-581
Chairman Stokes. Now, you have stated that it is your best

recollection that he stayed there a week?
Mr. McWillie. I would say 6 days, not over 6 days.
Chairman Stokes. Could he have stayed longer?
Mr. McWillie. No, I think I took him to the airport.
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Chairman Stokes. Mr. Chairman, I ask that JFK Exhibits F-583,

and F-584, which are blowups, be exhibited at this time and also be
made a part of the record at this point.

Mr. Preyer. Without objection, JFK Exhibits F-583 and F-584
are admitted into the record at this point.

[The above referred to JFK Exhibits F-583 and F-584 follow:]

JFK Exhibit F-583
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JFK Exhibit F-584

Chairman Stokes. Mr. Chairman, I ask that Mr. Howard Shapiro
of our staff be permitted to approach the easel and explain to the
witness what those exhibits are.

Mr. Preyer. The Chair recognizes Mr. Shapiro.
Mr. Shapiro. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
These two exhibits are blowups of materials which the committee

acquired from the Cuban Government earlier this year. What we
have are two cards which indicate two visits.

Mr. Preyer. Just a moment, Mr. Shapiro. I don’t believe your
microphone is working.

Mr. Shapiro. Is it working now?
Mr. Preyer. Fine.
Mr. Shapiro. As I said, these exhibits are blowups of materials

which the committee received from the Cuban Government earlier
this year. We have two cards and we have a blowup of the front
side and the back side of each card. The front side of the first card,
the back side of the first card, the front side of the second card, the
back side of the second card.

What these cards indicate are two visits to Cuba by Jack Ruby,
and further they indicate the dates of those visits. The first card
indicates that Jack Ruby entered Cuba on August 8, 1959, the date
of entry being written in on the back of the card. The front of the
card indicating that Jack Ruby left the United States from New
Orleans.

The back of the card also indicates that Jack Ruby left Cuba on
this visit on September 11, 1959, therefore, the card indicating that
Jack Ruby was in Cuba from August 8 to September 11, 1959.



The second card indicates that Jack Ruby entered Cuba on Sep­
tember 12, 1959, and left on the 13th of September 1959, and the
front side of the card would indicate that his entry from the United
States was from Miami, Fla.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
Chairman Stokes. OK. Mr McWillie, do you understand-----
Mr. McWillie. Yes sir, I understand.
Chairman Stokes [continuing]. That gentleman’s testimony?
Mr. McWillie. Yes.
Chairman Stokes. Now, does that information help refresh your

recollection, first, as to whether Jack Ruby came in August and
left in September, and also whether he remained there over a
period of 6 days?

Mr. McWillie. Sir, he stayed there 6 days, as far as I can
remember. One of them said September what to—to August to
September, what date was that?

Chairman Stokes. August 8 was his entrance date, a departure
date of the 11th—September 11.

Mr. McWillie. Oh, no, no, he wasn’t there that long.
Chairman Stokes. He wasn’t there that long?
Mr. McWillie. No, sir.
Chairman Stokes. During the period of time that he was there,

did he leave the country and come back again during that 6-day
period?

Mr. McWillie. No, sir.
Chairman Stokes. Mr. Chairman, at this time I would ask that

JFK exhibit F-588, which is a report confirming that the signa­
tures “Jack Ruby” appearing on the two travel cards as well as the
post card to Alice Nichols, be entered into the record.

Mr. Preyer. Without objection, JFK exhibit F-588, is entered
into the record at this point.

[The above referred to JFK exhibit F-588 follows:]
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JFK Exhibit F-588

Charles C. Scott
DOCUMENT EXAMINER ’,o

_____ ooe grand Avrwu«

TCU1«a Kansas City; Missouri moo

REPORT ON DOCUMENT EXAMINATION

September 22, 1978

TO:

Select Committee on Assassinations

U.S. House of Representatives

3342 House Office Building, Annex 2

Washington, D.C. 20515

Re: Jack Ruby

Sirs:

Following are the results of the document examination and

comparison you requested:

A. DOCUMENTS EXAMINED

1. Two color photographs (one life-size and the other

enlarged) of a card entitled "Tarjeta De Identidad/Cuba" for PAA

Flight No. 415, dated "9/12" and signed "Jack Ruby" .

2. Two color photographs (one life-size and the other

enlarged) of a card entitled "Tarjeta De Identidad/Cuba" for

Delta Flight 751 dated "Aug" and signed "Jack Ruby". These

photographs are apparently photographs of a signature that

is a carbon copy of an original signature.

3. Original post card addressed to Alice Nichols, 8707

Redondo, Dallas, Texas, dated 9/8/59 and signed "Jack".
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4. Check on Merchants State Bank, Dallas, Texas, dated

7/26/62, payable to Dallas Times Herald in the amount of $70.00

and signed "Vegas Club, Jack Ruby".

5. Sheet of yellow legal memorandum paper bearing nine

specimen signatures of Jack Ruby and three one sentence para­

graphs in his handwriting dated 7/18/64.

B. QUESTIONS

1. Whether the signatures "Jack Ruby" on the two flight

cards, Items 1 and 2 above, are in the same handwriting and

were written by the same person as the signatures "Jack Ruby"

on Items 4 and 5 which were submitted as bearing known genuine

signatures of Jack Ruby.

2. Whether the post card, Item 3 above, was written and

signed by the same person as Items 4 and 5 which were submitted

as bearing the known genuine signatures and handwriting of

Jack Ruby.

C. OPINION

After a careful examination and comparison of the submitted

documents, I am of the opinion the signatures "Jack Ruby" on

the two flight cards, Items 1 and 2 above, are in the same

handwriting and were written by the same person as the signatures

"Jack Ruby" on Items 4 and 5.

I am also of the opinion the post card, Item 3 above,

was entirely written and signed by the same person as Items

4 and 5 which were submitted as bearing the known genuine

signatures and handwriting of Jack Ruby.



Select Committee on Assassinations, September 22, 1978, Page Three

As far as Items 1 and 2 are concerned, to the extent that

this opinion is based upon the examination of photographs rather

than originals, it is necessarily subject to modificiation should

the originals of Items 1 and 2 subsequently be submitted for

examination and should they reveal contradictory information ‘

not disclosed by the photographs.

Chairman Stokes. Mr. Chairman, in addition to the other exhib­
its, I would like to have entered into the record an FBI report
dated November 29, 1969, concerning the records of the Merchant
State Bank in Dallas as they pertain to Jack Ruby. This exhibit
should be marked JFK exhibit F-585.

Mr. Preyer. Without objection, JFK exhibit F-585, is entered
into the record at this point.

[The above referred to JFK exhibit F-585 follows:]



10] re-port re Jack Raby’:
deposit rocerotp

//.2.9.6S

P. 102-
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JFK Exhibit F-585

. FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTiua i iw

^"^7^ | Data November 29, 1963

The records of the Merchants State Bank, 5217 Ross,
Dallas, reflect the. following information: . -

An account in the name of JACK RUBY, 4727 Homer,
Apartment 105, was opened June 26, 1960. RUBY's address was
subsequently changed to 3929 Rawlins. This account is small
and.inactive, with no recent deposits or withdrawals. The only-
recent entries are service charges of $1.00 per month. The ■■
balance at the present time is $35.78.

of the Vegas Club, care of JACK RUBY, 3929 Rawlins, Dallas.
JACK RUBY was the only person authorized to draw on -this account
A resume of .this account reflects the following information;

An account in the name, of the Carousel Club,
1312| Commerce, Dallas, with JACK RUBY listed as the-person to

■.draw on this account, was opened on October 12, 1961
of this account reflects the following .information;

. A resume

Date Deposit Withdrawal Balance

9/30/63
10/4/63 $ 8.82
10/10/63 $24.38
10/10/63 30.26
1(1/11/63 33.22
11/19/63 10.00 ' >,-•
11/20/63 15.00
11/22/63 4.31.87

■ $188.73
4 197.55

173.17
203.43
236.65
246.65
231.65

' 199.78

On July 9, 1958, an account was opened in the name

on 11/29/63 ot Dalias, Texas
RALPH E. RAWLINGS and

Filo £ DL

by Spociol AgontS EDMOND C. HARDT.N/ain.

Thio document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of t’te FBI
your auuncr: It and its coul.nt. a.-e not to be dUtrlbut.d outside year afl.ncy.

— Date dictated___

It Is the property o! the

11/29/63

FBI and i» loaned to
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Date Deposit . Withdrawal Balance

9/30/63 $210.15
10/9/63 One check • 160.15
10/10/63 Two checks 81.44
10/16/63 Three checks 63.91
10/22/63 A deposit minus three checks

resulting in balance of 263.91
,10/29/63 Four checks 134.44
11/6/63 $50.00 84.44
11/8/63 • ’ . 25.00 • .59.44
11/11/63 $200.00 259.44
11/12/63 11.65 . 247.79
11/20/63 25.00 222.79
11/22/63 12.82 209.97-
11/25/63 50.00 159.97

Loan records reflect the following addresses for
JACK RUBY from 1958 to the present time:

- 4160 Hawthorne
4727 Homer

. 11616 Jamestown Road
3508 Oak Lawn

'3929 Rawlins

On June 26, 1958, JACK RUBY borrowed $1,148.-00 from this
bank .to be repaid in 18 monthly payments. A lien on a 1956
Oldsmobile secured this loan. Final payment was made on
December 8, 1959. 

.On December 8, 1959, JACK RUBY borrowed $704.00 to be •
repaid in 12 monthly payments. Final payment was made on
January 2, 1961. Alien on a 1956 Oldsmobile secured this loan.

On December 29, 1960, a loan'was made to S. D. RUBY,
11616 Jamestown'Road, Dallas, in the amount of $3,360.00, with
JACK RUBY listed as a co-signer on the note. The loan was repaid
in 24 monthly payments with the final installment on March 16, >
1962.

, . • . On February 14, 1961, JACK RUBY borrowed $636.00, which
he repaid in 12 monthly payments, with the last installment"on
March 9, 1962. Security on this loan was a lien’ on a 1956
Oldsmobile.
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On January 31, 1963, JACK RUBY borrowed $1,375.00,
giving as security a lien on a 1960 Oldsmobile, vehicle identifi­
cation No. 607T07749. He has made ten monthly payments of
$76.50 each on this loan, with the last payment having.been
made on. November 11, 1963.

On June 1, 1962, JACK RUBY borrowed $410.00 on a
short-term basis, which was repaid on July 11, 1962. No security
was required on this loan. : •

/ ■ ' . On April 27, 1959, JACK RUBY, whose address at that
/time was 4160 Hawthorne, rented safety deposit box No. 448.

•i / MYRTLE .CHANCE, no address, was listed as his agent on the -
/ safety; deposit box record, but her name was revoked as his

' agent on June 6, I960.- The files reflect RUBY was admitted to
the safety deposit box vault on the
HwM-

’■','1*4  / VM

May 7 and^S> 1959
June 2 and(2211959
July 1^-9 and®, 1959
August^, 1959
September 4 and K214 1959
October 28, 1959
March 18, 1960
April 12, 1960
November 14, 1960
March (21/ 1961

The file reflects no entry

follow.ing dates: ,4

J UM.
i July w

A/.

after March 21, 1961.

■ Bank.
RUBY has no savings account at the Merchants State

The above records are confidential and will be
produced only upon the.issuance of a subpoena duces tecum-
V, Py< SCHUMACHER, President, Merchants.State Bank, 5217 Ross
Dallas,-Texas,— is the proper person to subpoena to produce ’
these records.



Chairman Stokes. That exhibit will reflect information concern­
ing Jack Ruby’s use of safety deposit box No. 448. Among other
dates listed, that exhibit will indicate that Jack Ruby was admitted
to the safety deposit box on August 20, 1959, and September 4,
1959.

Mr. Chairman, I would also like to enter into the record at this
point the FBI report by Agent Charles Flynn, which is the FBI’S
record of the status of Jack Ruby as a potential criminal inform­
ant.

I would like to have this record entered into evidence as JFK
exhibit F-586.

Mr. Preyer. Without objection, JFK exhibit F-586 is entered into
the record at this point.

[The above referred to JFK exhibit F-586 follows:]

35-379 0 - 79 - 14
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JFK Exhibit F-586

DL-3

H-3-0 - SAC“ -

1

2.

9
10

PHrSICAL-B. D2SCRIPTI0K- •

7-. 8r.

5
6

3
4

Dallas, Texas

developed—to date. I reecmcnd" the'-caption ed~lndiYtdiial Tor
iir^uzteirt-develppsHirtr " The-' ;follorlng- information Is-set fort]
for your consideration (if-additional space required, Insert
necessary numbered pages, as 2a, 2b, etc.,- with identifying.
nnh-hB>ihniv>y- ' .

Residence Telephone- -■£/} ~ . *
EuBiaass Address -l:£gf^sC/uQj '55'c^Cj}/- /^L.

Business Telephone •- 2 - */775~ *
Coverage (ITSM7, WSTA, HEGROSS, etc.) -4/57W t

r™. -

a. :date gpR-pcr trdez card?

-Eate”Developed~- -'s/Zy-i y ... .. . i_. ...
Known—to Special Agents /fe'bejiTbJ

Flace of-Contact - /vZ>'<£ ^fJ-a

Restrictions on Contact —

Re: -.*/
“KTj

l'-‘ Full Name- and- 'Alizces —
■J’r-i. /■’. b-j r -

2; Date and.Place'of.Birth -
3 -;/•> xi x<_ - •

3. Height’- J ■
'y ''■ 4. Weight ■- ’

• /•/7-dt-u
5- Build -



207

6; Hair -

8." Complexion — Z'/t a I1-' *' 1

9V Ra-ce”— W >),r^

IO-.- Scars-and Karts — tvo^*-

C,

•11; Occupation - /ft re C'/jtS C\-CMtc£
• P>O '* ? <> C 1

PAST-RiSTcm /•/-<-- 7y / u m~. ’■: ; -
• (SuzEzirj^Bketclr, inclirilnnr’pastTeBidenceB’and occurs— •

tionai relatives, areas with“wh±clr r£iziliarp crliainal' specialties,
habits; record-■oi“physteal"and"-EcntEl-disord'ero," addiction-to--nar­
cotics, alcohol, sex perversion, domestic problems,, etc,, which .
may have bearing on mSntal and. emotional stability and reliabilltj

D. 0F7ICE Ti-miCES CHECK: , .
■ (include here, with identifying file references, only

background information relative to subject,)

2 - . <
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E.

’’(if deBirabley attactra.etter“to'-EureBTr-specifically-
• stating Tacts which indicate Bureau tiles contain information

not included in field office files: Indicate action below.) -
’ C)_.

F. CREDIT CHECK:

(Include background data, not merely whether credit good.
or bad.)^.„y aZC z4'x.'x/// ft/zSic/zeZiizf e/3/£'y.~r^£.e^i. £^^^4(03} 7 7

■JC&T v/“■GC,a/'.y&'Z,
&/*'*-/  P-tsd-i-e-L-v -y^/,

-3- -.
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0, LOCAL CRIMINAL-CHECKS:

•M.oh In )° ”t"1" If obtalnri.

i io-1 :

H. ESI- IDgiSEETCATlOH- RECORD-.-— -

attach ^aFablei a<tbach'’ ±f Dot-wise available; indlcatj actionVtZken*.  )Phot°sraph’ lr °^e?-

G; _ ..r L'j-t,j:q . <rA'/iv jC..- -. '.r^X
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I
A?Z -

J. MILITARY SERVICE RECORD;

(State whether PCI has military*  record;- lf'"so/’record.
service--numb er and’Etatenrerrtn- of, PCI regarding’type of dis charge,-
court'isirtials’,-treatments foi^sicntal or-nervous- disorders’. --If

• desirable^ attach letter to appropriate office requesting mlU.-
tary record check; otherwise, Indicate basis for conclusion recor
check unnecessary.) . ’ 

J. CRIMINAL ASSOCIATES;-  ; c - —.
(List, -with-idcntify±n,-7’FBI ox^-PD numbers'and criminal

specialties, and prepare-index"cards.on criminals well-known to
PCI, as-discloaed’by record checkc and interviews.) - . ■ ■
.hiTc^j:. 6/i5

- 5 -
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■f
t

K. PR9rUCTIVITr--TO-DA5BT
(include-, -with- eepsratn-paragraph- for" each-ca’se'fil-e

involved-, Tteld-'and Bureau--file nunbers,- titles and- characters^
positive inforrstiun furnished} ar indicated--by office indices-
check. Show •significance and value of information--or-other'
.assistance, with resultant-statlrtles-.-. If inforrstlqn is-"-in-in­
vestigative report, show nans of Arent-, date or report, and re- -
porting-'-offl'ce. If positive information furnished, but not yet~
in file, attach fully.executed rorao FD-209, with .copies for ’ -
appropriate case files.) ' x
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'• ' ,L. COVERAGE!" - • ■ • •_

(Show basis for liBtlng PCI for coverage in each
classification shown under "A" above.)
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P. ADVISED-OF- CC}?IDEKTIAL REIATTOJKHIP.--

(Include trrznpjezientTr for ■dtBcreet--telephone"and' per­
sonal contacts, restrictions on'.ccntnctn;-advise-should not con­
tact office personally, advise regardins furnishlnG information

Q. ARRAHGEMSrrSFOR-PAYKarrSj—■ / ’

(include any dlscasBlonir*tG--date-regardinG-payntents ’on
COD basis or for expanses, Hhethor--pci appears-recept±vex- advice

’that-payments are income In accordance -uittr conditions stated in

- 8 -

j

05;^
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, dz-~ 3--
R. CONCLUSIONS AND REC0;C3??DATi0NS

SA (

- 9 - -
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Office Memorandum •
-O : sac DALLAS (<T~'’?~'TS>)

from : S*  . CHARGES IF. FLYNN

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

DATE: 5/4/59

iTYTi tF.tcUv*

Agents to whom above cases are assigned were notified by R/S

subject: jack LEON RUBY

■ ■ c»4 Flit X. o. which eonlocl.d .
Unsubs; theft of 39,753 Phillip Green Fur
Unsub; 1st i.at. uz. oanco, itnto, texas
Jll jUU 6 j .. WL1 —— W -~~J —w-l—0 w ~ U C—Tj •
nn^i; •JnrrqH.3t.»t» Bank, Durham. Kansas

4/2S/59

—“r Security Inforoant certified that he hc<
_J him elnce last contact.

furnished all information obtained by*

Data 0 Good
Coverage

--------------------------------------------------------’------ ■■
WSTA, ITSP, Fur.



216



MJ. M r /J *

Office • UNITED states GOVERNS- :T

TO : sac . DALLAS

FXOM : S* CHARLES W. FLYNN

subjfct; JACK**  LEON RUBY

DATE: 7/24/59



Office ^ffemorarid/!^ * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

To : SAC DALLAS (<7v-Stc>) DATE: 9/4/59 .

now : 5*.  Charles >■’. Flynn

subject: JACK LEGN RU2T, PCI

8/6,31/59 • - ~
Tlll.B «id Fll» /• «n *hlch  wnl«ct»4 . . . _, „ .

Unsub; 1 J.at'l Bt. Baltimore - •- ________
x.r.'r r»f->--M--n.xa>S» _ V**™*' 5’
IlX 111 ■'■--------- 1---------* - . . . ■

• * . •

R/S 's have been, sent to agents to wiiora -cases assigned.

|-------- 1 Security Ixs!orient cvrtlKwd that ha had Xura|ah«-</ al) lalonaallon obtained by
I 1 bits i!nc» last contact.

P.nood Data g

X.

Rating
Average

Covafcga

WSTA..IT-SP, 7uS.^
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

to > SsAC .D.UUS' DATE: 10/5/59
’ - * . I let I l«

’now ; s*.  Charl-s 7/. Flynn . .
L—J per L__ Ipsx

SUBJECT: JACK ISOII HU3Y, PCI
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Charles Plynn

JACK LEON P.UBT. PCI

Efforts to contact this tian have necessitated straindd
efforts and resulting contacts' have been negative todate. It
is felt that further attempts to develop this nan would be
be fruitless and. it is therefore suggested this file be .marked
closed-

Office -l^\.emorandum • united states govern*
11/6/59



Chairman Stokes. I would also have the committee know that
this exhibit will point out the fact that the record indicates that
Charles Flynn, the FBI agent, had personal contact with Jack Ruby
in Dallas, Tex. on August 6 and on August 31 of 1959.

In summary, what these records will tend to indicate is that Jack
Ruby was in Dallas, Tex., on August 6, August 21, August 31, and
September 4, 1959. Therefore, if the Cuban records are correct,
Jack Ruby was in Havana, Cuba, on August 8, 1959; he must have
left Cuba and returned to Dallas and traveled to Cuba again prior
to the September 11 departure date that has been mentioned
earlier.

Now, Mr. McWillie, if Mr. Ruby made a 1-day trip in and out of
the country, would you be able to tell us what that trip was about?

Mr. McWillie. If he did make a trip I would not know it, sir; and
I would think I would know it, and I didn’t see Jack Ruby after he
left that one time.

Chairman Stokes. Now, tell us what the two of you did in Cuba
during that 6-day period together?

Mr. McWillie. Well, I worked every night, and as a rule he
would hang around the casino. Maybe once or twice he might have
gone to see a show or something, but he was around me nearly all
the time.

Chairman Stokes. But during the day what would the two of you
do?

Mr. McWillie. Well, I was working at night and I slept most of
the day. If he got up early or not I wouldn’t know. He would
usually meet me out at the casino after I had gone and opened up.

Chairman Stokes. What time did you go to the casino in the
evening?

Mr. McWillie. I think about 8 o’clock.
Chairman Stokes. And how late would you work?
Mr. McWillie. Sometimes 3 or 4 o’clock in the morning.
Chairman Stokes. And you say he would hang around you out at

the casino?
Mr. McWillie. Yes, sir.
Chairman Stokes. And during that period of time, he didn’t

smoke or drink, did he?
Mr. McWillie. No, sir, he didn’t.
Chairman Stokes. But he would just stand around; is that it?
Mr. McWillie. Stand around talking to people and carrying on

conversations.
Chairman Stokes. Did he know other people there?
Mr. McWillie. Sir?
Chairman Stokes. Did he know other people there?
Mr. McWillie. No, he didn’t know anyone there.
Chairman Stokes. You wfere the only person he knew in

Havana? ,
Mr. McWillie. He knew Panitz. I think Panitz was there at the

time, too, Meyer Panitz from Memphis; he knew him, he was from
Dallas, too.

Chairman Stokes. Was Panitz there during that period of time?-
Mr. McWillie. Pardon me, I am almost positive that he was.
Chairman Stokes. That he was?
Mr. McWillie. That he was working in Havana.

35-379 0 - 79 - 15
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Chairman Stokes. What type of work did Panitz do?
Mr. McWillie. He was a casino worker.
Chairman Stokes. And for which casino?
Mr. McWillie. I think he worked at the Capri.
Chairman Stokes. Now, did I understand you to say earlier that

you took Ruby back to the airport?
Mr. McWillie. I am sure I did, yes, sir; I would do that, yes, sir.
Chairman Stokes. And where was he going when he left?
Mr. McWillie. He was going back home, he said, to Dallas.
Chairman Stokes. And do you know whether or not he did go

back home to Dallas?
Mr; McWillie. I would have to say he did. There was no way I

would know but I would have to say he did go back to Dallas.
Chairman Stokes. Now, you have told us that Panitz was in

Havana at the same time you and Ruby were there?.
Mr. McWillie. I would have to say so, yes.
Chairman Stokes. Is it possible that Panitz was not there and

that he was in Miami and that you called him?
Mr. McWillie. No, I don’t think so.

. Chairman Stokes. Mr. Chairman, I ask that an exhibit marked
JFK F-587, which is an interview, with Meyer Panitz, be entered
into and made a part of the record at this point.

Mr. Preyer. Without objection, JFK exhibit F-587 is ordered into
the record at this point.

[The above referred to JFK exhibit F-587 follows:]



p.m
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION . •

•1 ’ Date January 14, 1964

1 ’ •■'••/ •■ IMEIER R<< PANITZ, Apartment_21>_120_JAlbert__StrGetJ.Uv=.._/-.^.-
furnished the following information: p’LF-'. — ' \SJ * <

", In the summer of 1959 PANITZ was working in the ——-
Booker T. Lounge in Miami.Beach, Florida. During this time
PANITZ received a phone call frcm L. C. MC WILLIE. MC WILLIE
was then working in Cuba. MC WILLIE a’dvised PANITZ that
JACK RUBY- had visited him in Cuba and was then in Miami Beach.

LA./,’ « F.
J PANITZ had know^MQpwiLLIE frcm Dallas, Texas. . —

. . PANITZ contacted RUBY at Wolfiss Restaurant, 21-
Sheet and Collins, Miami Beach, Florida. PANITZ believes
RUBY was in Mi ami Beach two or three daps and that he
visited with RUBY cn two occasions.

PANITZ recalls that RUBY had said he had been in.
Cuba on a pleasure trip and was returning to Dallas, Texas.

* PANITZ dees not recall the hotel RUBY stayed in
while in Miami Beach, . "

■ PANITZ does not recall the month he saw RUBY,
but is somewhat certain it was in the summer of 1959. . .

PANITZ has no knowledge of possible Cuban
connections on the part of RUBY.

DL 44-1639
On 1/10/64 at Las Vegas, Nevada  File ff LV 44-48

arb
by SAs THOMAS H. ALT fc WAYNE'H .DEAKffDate dictated 1/14/64

This document contains neither reccnxendaticns nor conclusions
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are net to be distributed
outside your agency.

JFK Exhibit F-587
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Chairman Stokes. Would counsel hand me that exhibit?
Mr. McWillie, this exhibit is an FBI interview of Meyer Panitz in

which Panitz says that he had known McWillie from Dallas, Tex.
Panitz says he contacted Ruby at Wolfie’s Restaurant at Twenty-
first Street and Collins, Miami Beach, Fla. Panitz believes Ruby
was in Miami Beach 2 or 3 days and visited with Ruby on two
occasions. Panitz recalls Ruby said he had been in Cuba on a
pleasure trip and was returning to Dallas, Tex.

Panitz does not recall the hotel room Ruby stayed in while in
Miami Beach. Panitz does not recall the month he saw Ruby but is
somewhat certain it was in the summer of 1959. Panitz had no
knowledge of possible Cuban connections on the part of Ruby but
that, he says Panitz received a phone call from McWillie and
McWillie was then working in Cuba.

McWillie advised Panitz that Jack Ruby had visited him in Cuba
and was then in Miami Beach.

Having heard what Mr. Panitz told the FBI about your calling
him, would you now change your statement that Panitz was
then-----

Mr. McWillie. I thought he was in Cuba. I didn’t know he was
in Miami. I thought that Panitz was in Cuba because I know he
worked there.

Chairman Stokes. What then would have been your reason for
calling Panitz and letting him know that Jack Ruby was going to
be there?

Mr. McWillie. If I called Panitz, I don’t recall it. I don’t recall a
conversation with Panitz in Miami.

Chairman Stokes. You don’t recall having called Panitz?
Mr. McWillie. No, sir; I do not.
Chairman Stokes. This doesn’t refresh your recollection either?
Mr. McWillie. No, sir. I thought Panitz was in Havana when

Ruby was over there, and I still think he was.
Chairman Stokes. Did Ruby carry anything to Panitz for you?
Mr. McWillie. Did he carry anything to Panitz?
Chairman Stokes. To Panitz for you?
Mr. McWillie. No, sir.
Chairman Stokes. Now, you have told us that, to the best of your

recollection, you cannot recall Jack Ruby leaving the country and
coming back in again?

Mr. McWillie. No, sir. No, I never saw him again after he left
Cuba.

Chairman Stokes. Now, I ask again, Mr. Chairman, that we
direct the witness’ attention to JFK exhibits F-583 and F-584
which have been referred to earlier.

Mr. McWillie, I would direct your attention to the left-hand card
of JFK exhibit F-584, which indicates that Jack Ruby left Havana
on September 11, 1959.

I also direct your attention to the card on the right which is the
back side of the card showing at the bottom of the photographic
blowup of JFK exhibit F-583, which indicates that Jack Ruby
entered Cuba on September 12, 1959, left again on September 13,
1959. The front side of that card shows that on that trip that Jack
Ruby had come from Miami, therefore, the two cards taken togeth­
er show that Jack Ruby left Cuba on September 11, 1959, that he 
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went to Miami, returned to Cuba on September 12, and then going
on to New Orleans on September 13.

In addition to that, the committee has a letter here from Immi­
gration Service which was sent to this committee, which confirms
the fact that Jack Ruby left Cuba on September 11, 1959, went to
Miami, returning on September 12 and going on to New Orleans on
September 13.

Mr. Chairman, I would like this letter from INS entered into the
record at this time as JFK exhibit F-589.

Mr. Preyer. Without objection, JFK exhibit F-589 is entered into
the record at this time.

[The above referred to JFK exhibit F-589 follows:]

,1”
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JFK Exhibit F-589

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE

Washington, D.C. 20536

CO 703.1412 J ?
hay

Honorable G. Robert Blakey
Chief Counsel and Director .
Select Committee on Assassinations 
Room 3380 A 008416
House of Representatives j
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Mr. Blakey:

Reference is made to your letter of April 7, 1978 requesting access to
all documents generated by or in the possession of this Service concerning
the Warren Commission Exhibits No. 1442 and No. 1443 relating to Jack L.
Ruby’s trip to Havana, Cuba in September 1959.

Attached is a xeroxed copy of record of departure of Pan American Airways
flight 415 of September 12, 1959 from Miami, Plorida destined to Havana,
Cuba, and a copy of the record of Mr. Ruby’s departure as a passenger on
that flight.

Attached is a xeroxed copy of general declaration and record of arrival
of Delta Airlines Flight 750 of September 13, 1959 from Havana, Cuba to
New Orleans, Louisiana, and a copy of Mr. Ruby’s arrival as a passenger
on that flight.

The above are the only records relating to the departure and the arrival
of the subject.

Sincerely,

Commissioner
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Chairman Stokes. Now, Mr. McWillie, let me ask you, in light of 'f

this additional documentation with reference to Mr. Ruby’s trips,
does this in any way refresh your recollection? i

Mr. McWillie. I think you said, sir, that, didn’t you say that he
came in on the 5th of August and left on the 11th? Did you say
that?

Chairman Stokes. On the 8th was the original trip, the docu­
ment shows.

Mr. McWillie. From the 5th to the 11th? That was 6 days. That
is the only time that I have seen Jack Ruby in Cuba. I thought
when he left there he went right straight home to Dallas. I had no
idea why he went to New Orleans.

Chairman Stokes. You have no knowledge of such trip?
Mr. McWillie. No, sir; none whatever.
Mr. Sawyer. Would you yield?
Chairman Stokes. Yes.
Mr. Sawyer. I think there is confusion. He said arrived on the

8th and left on the 11th. It was the 8th of August and he left on
the 11th of September, so it was not 6 days as the witness-----

Mr. McWillie. I thought the first time you said it, he got there
the 6th of August and left on the 11th of August. You didn’t say
that?

Chairman Stokes. Sir, we will try and clear it up.
Mr. Shapiro, would you again approach the easel?
Mr. McWillie. Because I know for a fact he wasn’t there over 6

days when he visited me.
Chairman Stokes. We will have the-----
Mr. McWillie. I couldn’t have stood it that long.
Chairman Stokes. We will have the gentleman try to clear it up.

[Laughter.]
Mr. Shapiro.
Mr. Shapiro. These cards here indicate a trip on Jack Ruby

entering Cuba on August 8, 1959, and leaving on September 11.
Therefore, the card indicates that Jack Ruby was there for a period
of 1 month and 3 days.

Mr. McWillie. No way, he wasn’t there not over 6 days. I took
him to the airport.

Chairman Stokes. Mr. McWillie, does that clear it up?
Mr. McWillie. That is clear all right but that is not right,

because when he came to visit me he stayed 6 days at the most, he
stayed 6 days and there is some foulup with that ticket or some­
thing, If he had stayed there a month, I would say a month, I
wouldn’t be ashamed to say it. Jack Ruby was the kind of fellow
that 6 days would be long enough to be around him. I am sure he
wasn’t there a month. [Laughter.]

Chairman Stokes. You are pretty sure then?
Mr. McWillie. I am not trying to be smart, sir.
Chairman Stokes. I understand.
Mr. McWillie. I am telling it like it is.
Chairman Stokes. Did you ever ask Mr. Ruby to get you four

guns from Ray Brentley’s gun store and send them to you in Cuba?
Mr. McWillie. No, sir; I have been asked that a dozen times and

I didn’t do that. In the first place, Jack Ruby couldn’t have sent 
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any guns to Cuba and I couldn’t have gotten them in Cuba. If I
had, I hate to think what would have happened to me.

Chairman Stokes. You have been asked about this a dozen times,
you say. You are aware then that Jack Ruby gave this testimony to
the Warren Commission?

Mr. McWillie. No, I am not aware he gave the testimony. But I
have been asked by reporters and magazine writers and different
people.

Chairman Stokes. Now-----
Mr. McWillie. I’m trying to think—now, who else asked me

that?
Chairman Stokes. Here is Jack Ruby’s testimony to the Warren

Commission, volume 5, page 201, says that you had called Jack
Ruby from Cuba, asking him to pick up four Cobra pistols at Ray
Brentley’s hardware store and send to you.

According to Jack Ruby, you were concerned about the new
regime coming in, you wanted some protection. Your testimony is
that this never happened?

Mr. McWillie. This never happened, sir, and there is no way I
could call Jack Ruby and ask him to send guns over there because
every call was monitored in Havana, every call, and I would hate
to get caught with a gun in Cuba when I was there.

Chairman Stokes. How about in Las Vegas?
Mr. McWillie. He sent me a gun there, yes, and I didn’t take it

out.
Chairman Stokes. Sir? Pardon me.
Mr. McWillie. I called him. They were having a lot of holdups

there. I was working on the late shift. I would get up at 2 o’clock in
the morning and get off at 10 and the holdup men had beaten
several fellows up because they didn’t have enough money for
them, and so I called Jack and asked Jack to send me a gun out
there, and in the meantime my kids were small and my wife
wouldn’t let me take the gun out and so it went back.

Chairman Stokes. So you never picked up the gun that he sent
you?

Mr. McWillie. No, I never did.
Chairman Stokes. Did he get that gun from Ray Brentley’s?
Mr. McWillie. Sir?
Chairman Stokes. Did he get that gun from Ray Brentley’s?
Mr. McWillie. I think he did, yes.
Chairman Stokes. Thank you.
I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. I yield back the

balance of my time.
Mr. Preyer. Thank you.
Are there any further questions from the members of the panel?
Mr. Fithian. Mr. Chairman.
Mr. Preyer. Mr. Fithian.
Mr. Fithian. If I may have just 1 minute with the chief counsel

before proceeding.
[A brief recess was taken.]
Mr. Preyer. Mr. Fithian is recognized.
Mr. Fithian. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. After you left Cuba,

what was your relationship with Jack Ruby, Mr. McWillie?
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Mr. McWillie. After I left Cuba, I stayed in Miami at my moth­
er’s home until about the 1st of June, and I drove from Miami to
Las Vegas. I had a job at the Cai-Neva Lodge in Lake Tahoe, Nev.

When I got to Dallas, I stayed overnight with Jack Ruby. Got up,
oh, I got in there about nine and got up at five in the morning and
left. I drove on up to Cai-Neva Lodge and went to work there on
the 15th and then I went to, after that was over in September, I
went down to Reno and was assistant manager at the Riverside
Hotel. During the period I was there, I think I got a couple letters
from Jack Ruby telling me about a new place he had and how nice
it was and this and that. He sent me some razor blades that just
came out. He seemed to be very proud of these blades, and he was
going to get a distributorship for them. I may have gotten two
letters from him, I don’t know.

Mr. Fithian. So now, what you are saying is after you got back
to the United States, you stayed overnight with Jack Ruby, you
received a couple letters from him while you were in Reno and
that he, upon your request, sent you a gun in Las Vegas, which you
did not pick up.

Mr. McWillie. This was later on, sir, this was later on after I
left Reno. I left Reno in—let me see, right before Christmas in
1962, I took my family and we drove to Miami and visited with my
mother, and then I came back to Vegas and went to work at the—
are you ready, sir?

Mr. Fithian. Yes.
Mr. McWillie.’ I came back to Vegas and went to work at the

Thunderbird Hotel, I believe, in February, the early part of Febru­
ary 1963.

Mr. Fithian. Did you have any other personal contact with Jack
Ruby----

Mr. McWillie. I’m getting to that now, sir.
Mr. Fithian. OK.
Mr. McWillie. Then after I was there a while, I got a call from

Jack Ruby that he was having trouble with a union named the
AGVA. He wanted to know if I knew anybody who knew the
president of the union. It just so happened that I knew, a friend of
mine named Bill Miller was entertainment director for the Hilton
Hotel, I think it was. I called Bill. I managed a casino for him in
Reno. In the meantime, he left and went to Vegas, and I called Bill
and I said, Bill, I have a friend of mine in Dallas who has some
trouble with the AGVA, it is some kind of an entertainment union.
I said he wants to know if you know if I know anyone who knows
the president, and I am calling you on account of that and if you
could help him, I would appreciate it.

I didn’t hear any more from Bill Miller, but a couple days later,
the next day maybe, I got a call from Ruby. He was just thanking
me overwhelmingly. Well, he must have called me five or six times
during that period thanking me for getting this straightened out
for him. It must have been a minor thing; I don’t know.

Mr. Fithian. Let me see if I understand you correctly. He called
you once to ask if you could help out with the American Guild of
Variety Actors problem, and you made a call to Bill Culler, did you
say?

Mr. McWillie. Bill Miller.
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Mr. Fithian. Miller.
Mr. McWillie. He called me from Dallas.
Mr. Fithian. And you made one call and then dismissed it from

your mind and then for five or six or seven additional calls, Ruby
called you to----

Mr. McWillie. He called me every day for 4 or 5 days after that
thanking me every time. I finally told him, I said, Jack, forget it. I
said, I just did you a favor. I’d do it for anybody, and then that was
it.

Mr. Fithian. Did he know in advance that you had this connec­
tion that could do him some good? I am curious as to why he called
you on a labor matter.

Mr. McWillie. I don’t really know, sir. He just probably thought
I could help him with it. I don’t know why he thought that, but he
called me anyway.

Mr. Fithian. Did anyone else ever tell you or did you ever learn
that Jack Ruby had contacted other people in regard to the AGVA
dispute, the labor dispute?

Mr. McWillie. No. sir. He had contacted other people? If he did,
he didn’t tell me.

Mr. Fithian. Did anyone else that Jack contacted contact you
and let you know that Jack was having this problem?

Mr. McWillie. No, no. The only time I ever heard of it was when
he called me.

Mr. Fithian. The only input you had or the only indication you
had of the labor problem was a single phone call from Jack Ruby?

Mr. McWillie. That’s right, and I told him that I didn’t know
who the president was, but I thought I knew a man that would
know. Incidentally, this man was a very good friend of mine and he
got very upset about it, about me having Ruby call him and what
happened. I told him, I said, well, I didn’t know he was that kind of
a fellow which I didn’t.

Mr. Fithian. What was your reaction when you learned that
Jack Ruby had shot Oswald?

Mr. McWillie. Well, I tell you, like I said I was working late at
night and I was in my bedroom asleep and my wife had a radio or
a TV in the kitchen. She came running in the room waking me up.
She said, “My gosh, come in the kitchen, she said, someone just
shot Oswald,” and jokingly I said, “I hope its no one I know.” We
went in the kitchen and the announcer said a man named Segal
had shot him. I said, “Well, I don’t know him,” laughing. All of a
sudden, they said, “We made a mistake, it was a man named Jack
Ruby.” I said, “Oh my God, I know this man, my goodness.” I told
my wife, well, now, the FBI will be out here. Sure enough, in about
3 hours, the FBI came out. 5

Mr. Fithian. Besides your wife and the three FBI agents, who
were the other people you talked to, after Ruby shot Oswald, about
this, about the fact you knew Ruby and he had shot Oswald?

Mr. McWillie. Well, several people brought it up that I knew •
him. I don’t know who they were. I said isn’t this an awful thing to
know someone like this and have to go through all this problem
over nothing? That’s about the only thing I ever said. It has been
an ordeal for 15 years.
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Mr. Fithian. Mr. McWillie, in your deposition to the committee,

you indicate that you participated in the Fair Play for Cuba Com­
mittee, is that correct?

Mr. McWillie. Sir?
Mr. Fithian. You indicated in your deposition to the committee,

I believe, that you participated in the Fair Play for Cuba Commit­
tee, is that correct?

Mr. McWillie. Before I left here, I was going to get that straight­
ened out. It is on page 121, I think, of paragraph 11 or 12; is that
right? Do you have it in front of you?

Mr. Fithian. I believe you are correct in your citation.
Mr. McWillie. Sir?
Mr. Fithian. I believe you are correct in your citation.
Mr. McWillie. Do you want me to read it to you?
Mr. Fithian. I will be happy to have you straighten it out, if you

can.
Mr. McWillie. I think it is page 121. It says “Subsequent to your

returning to the United States---- ”
Mr. Fithian. Could you just get the microphone a little closer?

Thank you.
Mr. McWillie. It says, “Subsequent to your returning to the

United States, you were involved in an incident at Miami Airport,
is that correct?”

Subsequent, that means after I left Cuba; right?
Mr. Fithian. Right.
Mr. McWillie. And I answered, “That’s right.”
“Is it fair to characterize you as anti-Castro?” And the answer

here is, which is untrue, “I was in an outfit called Fair Play for
Cuba. I am not proud of it. But, I was just mad.”

I think they got that mixed up. The fellow I had the altercation
with was with the Fair Play, an organization named the Fair Play
for Cuba. Could that be taken out of this record because I didn’t
say that I was with the Fair Play-----

Mr. Fithian. I believe I have been informed by the staff that the
“he” in the transcript when it got transcribed was attributed to
you and actually it was the person with whom you had some
differences—we will correct the record.

Mr. McWillie. Will this be changed?
Mr. Preyer. Your explanation will be made a part of the record

and the record will be corrected.
Mr. McWillie. It will be changed. Thank you, sir.
Mr. Fithian. I just have one other quick area to explore and

then I will be done.
Mr. McWillie, do you know Earl Ruby?
Mr. McWillie. Earl Ruby. I don’t know him intimately. I have

seen him a couple times.
Mr. Fithian. When did you meet him?
Mr. McWillie. I met him about 7 or 8 months ago. He came by

the place where I worked and I looked around and there was a
little fellow walking in the pit, we call it the pit. He walked up to
me and he says, are you McWillie? I said yes, I am. And he said,
well, I’m Earl Ruby. Well, I like to fell out when he told me he was
Earl Ruby, but I had never seen him before in my life and that was
the last person in the world I wanted to see. I said—he said, I am 
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here, I’m making a documentary for one of the networks—NBC or
one of them—and how have you been and this and that. I finally
told him, I said, Earl, if you don’t mind, would you just get out of
here and let me alone. t

I have had enough problems knowing your brother, and I don t
want any more problems.

Mr. Fithian. And is that the only time you met Earl Ruby then?
Mr. McWillie. That’s the only time I ever met him, yes.
Mr. Fithian. Did Jack ever mention his brother, Earl, to you to

1959?
Mr. McWillie. Did he ever mention him to me?
Mr. Fithian. Yes.
Mr. McWillie. The best I remember it, he had a brother named

Sam, I believe. I’m not positive. But, I am sure he had two broth­
ers. He was a little skinny fellow and was ill in some way. He had
a sister and he told me that she was ill. He never explained it, I
don’t know what illness she had or they both had.

Mr. Fithian. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I have no further ques­
tions.

Mr. Preyer. Are there any further questions from the panel? If
not, Mr. McWillie, under the rules of the committee, when the
questioning of a witness is completed, the witness has the right to
take 5 minutes to explain anything about his testimony that he
wishes to explain or to clarify or to just tell the committee any­
thing he wants to. Is there anything further that you would like to
say to the committee? If so, you will be recognized at this time.

Mr. McWillie. Here is a question on page 121. “Subsequent to
you return to the United States, were you ever approached by
individuals regarding assassinating Castro?” And it took me by
surprise and I said, Oh, my God, no, because I never was there.
This was the last question that was asked me as I was getting
ready to leave the room, if Mr. Purdy will recall, as I was putting
my coat on, I got up and was going out to leave, I am sure that he
asked me this question and it was so absurd that I—it astounded
me because I wouldn’t assassinate a flea.

Mr. Preyer. Do you wish to make any further comment on your
answer to that question?

Mr. McWillie. What, sir?
Mr. Preyer. Do you wish to say anything further about that

question at this time?
Mr. McWillie. Sir, I can’t hear you. I’m sorry.
Mr. Preyer. Do you wish to add to your answer at this time

anything further you want to say about that?
Mr. McWillie. No, sir.
Mr. Preyer. Do you have any other comments that you wish to

make, Mr. McWillie, on anything?
Mr. McWillie. On anything pertaining to this thing?
Mr. Preyer. Yes.
Mr. McWillie. Not that I know of, sir.
Mr. Preyer. All right. Thank you. If there are no further ques­

tions, Mr. McWillie, you will be excused at this time. Thank you
for being with us.

[Witness excused.]
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Mr. Preyer. The Chair will recognize Mr. Blakey. You are ex­

cused at this time, Mr. McWillie.
Mr. McWillie. Congressman, am I free to go back home?
Mr. Preyer. You are free to go, Mr. McWillie. Thank you.
Mr. McWillie. I’m sorry I could not hear you any better than I

did.
NARRATION BY G. ROBERT BLAKEY, CHIEF COUNSEL AND

STAFF DIRECTOR
Mr. Blakey. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
Obviously there is not much to be learned from Mr. McWillie’s

testimony, but we do know certain things. First, McWillie was an
associate of Jack Ruby. Second, McWillie may have been associated
with Santos Trafficante, that is, at least if Trafficante had an
entrance in gambling casinos in Havana, though the extent and
nature of that relationship is as yet unclear and, third, there may
be a possibility, just a possibility of an association or at least one
meeting between Jack Ruby and Santos Trafficante himself. So
who is Santos Trafficante? What is his background? Who are or
were his associates? This was obviously some thing that the com­
mittee could not avoid getting into and, of course, it did, as these
hearings are designed to illustrate.

But before deciding whether or not to hear from Mr. Trafficante
himself, it may be useful to hear the testimony of two other men
who may have been associated with Santos Trafficante. The first
must be summarized for the record, since he was an American
intelligence agent assigned to operations in Florida in the early
1960’s and he cannot publicly appear, otherwise his identity would
be revealed. On September 25, 1978, a sworn statement was given
to the committee by a retired official of the CIA.

Mr. Chairman, I would ask that it be entered into the record at
this point as JFK exhibit F-600.

Mr. Preyer. Without objection, it is ordered into the record at
this point as JFK exhibit F-600.

[JFK exhibit F-600 was received into the record and follows:]



L4

JFK Exhibit F-600
KENNEDY

SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS

Name• Date 9-25-78 Time  

Address ; Place _______ ; .

Interview:

McDonald: The date is September 25 and I'm present in a

room at the Central Intelligence Agency at

Langley, Virginia. Present in the room with me

is a former official of the CIA and Committee

staff member Patricia Orr. The former official

of the CIA has just been administered an oath for

the' information that he is about to relate to•the

Committee. The following will be a sworn state­

ment by this former CIA official. 'We are not us­

ing the course of this sworn statement because

of the sensitivity of the subject matter and a-r

gency policy that his name not be revealed at

this time.

Sir, what is your present occupation? '

"X": I'm a retired government employee. I am doing

some part-time real estate work and I'm also

a security consultant for a private firm.

McDonald: Have you ever been employed by the FBI?
Interviewer Signature \

Typed Signature Jamefa McDonald \

Date transcribed 9-26-78

By: b: Form 54-a



242

CIA Interview
Page 2.

"X": Yes.

McDonald: In what capacity and during what years? .

"X” : I was a Special Agent,, employed during the period

of 1947 to 1951. • .

McDonald: Have you been employed by the CIA?
"X": Yes. /

McDonald: During what years? f

"X" : 1951 through 1973

McDonald: And you retired from the CIA in 1973?

"X": Yes.

McDonald: What was the nature of your duties while employed

at the CIA and if you would, please explain to

the Committee by starting with the position you

held and if you vzould give us your title and the

years of service in that position and briefly de­

scribe what your duties entailed?

"X": Well, that's going to be rather difficult for

me to do it unless I have something that I can

refer to.

McDonald: All right.

""X - I was originally employed by the CIA as an in-

—vestigator. I subsequently held various positions

in the Office of Security, starting with the posi­

tion as Desk Chief of Operational Support, even­

tually I became, that became a branch and I became
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the Branch Chief. I served as an Assistant

Special Agent in Charge of one of the field of­

fices, domestic field offices, and then became

Chief of the Operational Support Division at

headquarters. In 1962 I was transferred to the

Far East, where I became the Chief Regional Se-

curity Officer for the entire Far East, and upon

returning~'E3 Headquarters 1 assumed the title of

Deputy Director for Physical, Technical and

jjyerseas Security. ^1 had retired in June of

1973.

.McDonald: Directing your attention to the years 1960 through

'62, you were Chief of the Operational Support

Division, Office of Security at that time?

"X": Yes.

McDonald: Where were you stationed during those years?

"X": At headquarters.

McDonald: And who was your superior during those years?

"X" : My superior was "Y."

McDonald: And what was his position?

"X": He was the Deputy Director for Investigations

and Operational Support.

McDonald: During that time, did you report to or work for-

Colonel Sheffield Edwards? _ "*

"X": Colonel Edwards was the Director of Security and -
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I through-'—let me put it this way my ordinary

/ chai.n of command was through "Y.".

McDonald: / And did he report to Colonel Edwards?

"X": / Yes.

McDonalds Directing your attention to 1960, did there come

a time when you' in your official capacity at the

CIA became involved in an operation to assassinate
!—-------------------

Premier Fidel Castro^—'

"X": X"Yes7j

McDonald: Did this operation involve the cooperation and

participation of individuals not connected with 

the CIA?

"X": Yes.

McDonald: Who were these individuals?

"X": Well, Robert Maheu, who was a private investigator,

was approached by the Agency to recruit somebody

to handle the assignment. He in turn talked

with one John Roselli, who he knew to be a person

who had connections with people that probably

could handle such an assignment.

McDonald: Did you personally know Robert Maheu?

"X": Yes, I knew him.

McDonald: How did you' know him?

"X": He was originally recruited in 1954 by the Office

of Security to perform certain operational support 
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activities.

McDonald: And what official at the Agency brought Maheu

and Roselli into the project?

"X": Colonel Sheffield Edwards.

McDonald: Were there any other CIA personnel at the time

involved in this operation?

"X": Richard Bissel. ■

McDonald: And what was his position?

"X": At that time, he was Deputy Director of Plans.

McDonald: And who else?

"X": And there was a Colonel J. C. King, who was Chief

of the Western Hemisphere Division, who I under­

stood was involved.

McDonald: Okay. When Edwards first advised you of this

project, how dicStje put it to you? How did he

explain what the AgencyS^/as about to get itself

into? x.

"X": Well, he suggested that he felt that it was in

the national interest, at least he was advised by

some higher official, that it was in the national
-________________ _______ _______________________
interest that Mr. Castro be liquidated.

—— — - — ?
McDonald: . And when you say "liquidated,” what do you mean?

"X": Well, I assume that was to be put cutcf the picture.

McDonald: Which means killing him, assassinating him?
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"X" : I, I gathered that.

McDonald: Okay. And did Colonel Edwards speak to you re­

garding Maheu bringing in individuals with con­

tacts in the gambling world?

"X": No, he didn’t specify the gambling world. He

just knew that Mr. Maheu was actively engaged in

some businesses in Las Vegas and assumed that

he knew people who might be of the type that

could handle this assignment.

McDonald: Okay. Who did Maheu bring into this project,

what individuals?

"X": Only one, at that time. It was a John Roselli.

McDonald: Did you know who John Roselli was at that time?

"X"; Mr. Maheu identified him as a individual who had

the ice concessions in Las Vegas and who was

a rather knowledgeable person in the groups that

were in gambling interests, international I sup­

pose .

McDonald: Did you personally meet with Roselli?

"X": Yes, I met Roselli through Mr. Maheu.

McDonald: Where did you meet him the first time?

"X" : As best I can recall, it was at the Plaza Hotel

in New York City in about September of 1960.

McDonald: ^ Were any specifics discussed as to how the plan

was to be carried out?
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"X": Yes.

McDonald: And what was said?

Well, Mr. Maheu indicated to Roselli that he

represented an international group of clients

who had heavy vested interests in Cuba and they

were quite upset about the confiscation of their

interests by Castro and they were very much in­

terested in doing something that they felt would

be of interest to the United States as well as

themselves in terms of liquidating Mr. Castro.

McDonald: And who was present during this conversation,

you're talking about the one in the Plaza Hotel

in New York?

"X": Maheu, Roselli and myself.

McDonald: All right. Did there come a time when other in­

dividuals were brought into this project?

At this point in time—no.

McDonald: When in fact did other individuals become involved

in the operation?

"X": Well, uh—after Mr. Roselli rather reluctantly
7--------?>agreed to participate m this type of operation,

he brought in.other individuals who I knew only

by pseudonym—Sam Gold and a "Joe,” one "Joe."K . _______ __ — ■"»
McDonald: When these individuals were identified using those

names, had you met them personally?
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"X”: No.

McDonald: When did you first learn their trua identities,

the identities of "Sam Gold" and "Joe"?

"X": It was, and this I have to just play by ear,

because the time frame was a little vague, but

it probably was several months after the operation

got underway, and I was staying at one hotel in

Miami Beach and Mr. Maheu was staying in another

hotel. And one Sunday morning he called me and

asked if I had read the paper. Now, I think there

were two newspapers in Miami at the time—I can' t

tell you which one it was. But in any event, he

said there was something of interest and if I

hadn't gotten the paper would I go down and pur­

chase one and come back and call him, which I

did. And in the Sunday Supplemental, which as I

recall was something like the Parade that we have

in the local paper here, there was an article iden­

tifying the leaders of the Mafia, and in that

article there were pictures of Sam Gold, who was

identified as Momo Giancana and Joe who was

identified as Santo Trafficante. ^nd~~Mr. ^Maheu

claimed that this was the first time that he was

aware who we were actually dealing with.
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McDonald: And in what year was this? What year are we

referring to?

"X": Uh, this—it's very difficult for me to say

whether it spilled into 1961 or whether it was

1960. But I have a faint recollection and I'm

not sure of this that it was, the article was some­

thing about Bobby Kennedy's ten most wanted

individuals. And now on that point I can't

say for sure whether he would have been the At­

torney General or, it seems to me before he

became the Attorney General he had some dealings

with a committee on looking into organized crime.

Now the time I’m very vague on-r-I don't really

know.

McDonald: When did this operation begin? In other words,

when did you first meet with Roselli?

"X": Well, that would have been September of 1960.

McDonald: Okay. And how much after that meeting with Roselli

in New York did you learn the true identities of

Sam Gold and Joe?

"X": Well, that's the thing that I can't pin-point.

I'm sorry, I just don't know. It could have been

two months after the operation or it could have

been several months. And I've thought about it

but I just can't pin-point it.

% *

3
Cz
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McDonald: Is it possible that it could have been as much

as six months later?

"X": It could have been. I don't know.

McDonald: All right. What did you do upon learning that

the individuals involved in this operation were

in fact organized crime leaders?

"X" : I contacted Colonel Edwards and told him what we

had discovered or at least as far as I was con­

cerned it was the first indication I had who we

were dealing with, and apprised him of the iden­

tities.

McDonald; And what did he say to you? What instructions did

he give you, if any?

"X": Well, he just said, well, this is probably what

we could have exner-tad^^^suppose. And I don't

want to be quoting because I don't recall really

what he said but he apparently did not feel that

we should alter our approach to the assignment.

McDonald: Did he give any further instructions? Did he

give you any additional instructions upon learning

of the individuals1 identity who were involved

in this operation?

"X": No. As I recall, we just proceeded.

McDonald: Now, Mr.—Sir, we've been speaking of the effort 
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to assassinate Premier Castro. Did this project

involve two phases? .

"X": If you call it two phases—there was a uh—after

; the Bay of Pigs, I think the decision was to forget

about the whole thing, and there was a lull.

And then it was reactivated later on when they

decided to turn Mr. Roselli over to another indi­

vidual.

McDonald: Were you involved in what we can term Phase II,

after the Bay of Pigs?

"X": Very generally, as I recall it, and again I'm

calling upon my memory here. And I'm not sure—

I remember we—meeting one of the members of the

Cuban Junta, an individual by the name of "D."

Now whether that was before the Bay of Pigs or

after the Bay of Pigs, I'm at a total loss to

tell you.’ That I think was part of the second

phase.

McDonald: Directing your attention then to what we will call

Phase I, you were most actively involved in that

phase . Is that correct?

"X": Yes, yes.

McDonald: What was your role?

"X": Basically I was sort of, if you want to call it 
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for lack of anything else, a^babysitter for

Johnny Roselli, because at that time Mr. Maheu

was actively engaged in an almost fulltime activity

with the Howard Hughes organization, and it was

taking more and more of his time. And because

of the lull between any activity on the project

he was not able to spend any excessive time in

Miami. Most of his time had to be spent out on

the West Coast or in Vegas.' So, I was enlisted

by Colonel Edwards to stay with Roselli when he

was—while there were lulls in between, while

he was in Miami. Just a babysitter so to speak.

McDonald: Could you also describe your role as that of

being a liaison between the agency, the CIA and

the individuals involved in the operation?

"X" : Only with Roselli.

McDonald; In your capacity as liaison, would all reports

or information given to the CIA come through

you?

"X": Yes.

McDonald: Would you please tell us what method of assassina­

tion was decided upon during the phase of the

project. Phase I as we've described, when you 

were actively involved?
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"X": Well, I think several things were considered.

•: But it ended up with a thought perhaps, the

best method would be the use of some sort of

a lethal pill.

McDonald: And how was this assassination going to be

carried out?

"X": Well, the plan was that the courier was to—

well, first of all, I think, in backing up,

they were to recruit somebody who would be in

a position to administer the pill to the princi­

pal. And initially they were thinking in terms

of a cook or somebody who had access to Castro's

meals. And I guess the plan was to have him

place the pills in his food.

McDonald: All right. Did you ever meet Santo Trafficante

during the period of~this operation?

"X": Uh, I am told I. did.

McDonald: ■ Would you please elaborate?

"X”: Yes. One time, one afternoon Roselli and I were

just wiling away the time. We were staying at a

motel in Miami Beach and he suggested we go down­

town to—not downtown Miami Beach—to just look

around at the sights. And we went down to a shop­

ping mall and he suggested that we stop by a haber-

35-379 0 - 79 - 17
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dashery store and for some reason or other

he took a dislike to my shirt that I was wearing

and he suggested that he'd buy me a real fancy

shirt which I wasn't particularly keen on—his

choice of it—but to humor him I went along.

j We went in and he bought a very fancy silk shirt

for me. And while we were in there it became

obvious that he knew quite a few of the employees

and it ended up by our going to the back of the

store where, instead of it being a stockroom as

I envisioned it would be—it was rather a rather

lavish lay-out which looked like a club of some

sort. And there were several individuals there

and he introduced me to those people. They were

just a sea of faces as far as I was concerned.

1 The names were thrown out, first names which I

I didn't get or meant nothing to me. And then

after we left the store, when we were walking

away, he said remember the fellow that was sitting

at such-and-such a location in the back room,

•he says that's "Joe," he's our courier. I wasn't

really focusing on this individual because they

were just a lot of faces as far as I was concerned.

But there I guess I did meet Trafficante, because

I found out later that he was "Joe," and that’s
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my extent of my ever meeting "Joe."

McDonald: When you met him in the store, was this prior

to your reading the article in the Sunday Supple-

ment?

"X" : Yes.

McDonald: What was Trafficante' s role in the operation?

"X": Well, as I understood it, he was a courier that

was running back and forth from Miami to Havana

and he was representing the casino interests in

Cuba.

McDonald: And what do you mean by "courier"?

"X" : Well, he apparently—they, Castro had closed down

the casinos and they were—I guess the people that

owned them were back here in the States and he

was running back and forth trying to determine

what their status was and whether they were going

to be reopened and whether they were going to be

taken over by the Government?

"X” : But he did have accesss to several people in the

Cuban Government, at least that was the understand­

ing I got.

McDonald: And was it to be his role to transmit the poison

pill to Cuba?

"X" : Yes .
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McDonald: Sir, in 1967 the Inspector General's Office of

the CIA prepared a report dealing with the CIA/

Mafia plots to assassinate Castro. In this re­

port, the Agency states that Trafficante was

the person who contacted and procured "Q," a

Cuban official and "K"; a Cuban exile leader as

two persons who could serve as potential assas­

sins or accomplices to the assassination plot.

Is this consistent with your conception of

Trafficante's role?

"X": I recall both of these individuals and I met

one. I met "K" but it was my understanding

that they were possible—they were people that

could probably take care of the assignment, but

I don't know whether that was Trafficante's recom­

mendation or it was a recommendation made by

Sam. That was not clear to me at all.

McDonald: All right.

Well, if the Inspector General's Report—and as

I say, I’m quoting from it or reading, paraphras­

ing from it—you would have been the person in

a position to transmit information to the Agency

at that time, such information that is now con­

tained in that report. Is that not correct?
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"X": I was the only conduit actually from Roselli

through Maheu to the Agency.

McDonald: Okay, so if the report—the '67 Inspector Gen­

eral's Report states that it was Trafficante

who was the person who was supposed to contact "Q" and

"K" then, would that fact be true?

"X" : If I understand the way it was running that

would be true because Trafficante was the indi­

vidual who was in touch with the Cubans in Havana.

McDonald: Sir, the '67 Inspector General's Report also

states that Trafficante, after receiving the

poison pills to be used in the assassination,

passed these on the Cuban contacts in an attempt

to kill Castro. is this also consistent with

your conception of Trafficante’s role in the

assassination plots?

"X": Yes .

McDonald: Thank you very much.

Mr. Blakey. With your permission, I would like to summarize it.
Mr. Preyer. Mr. Blakey is recognized.
Mr. Blakey. The former official stated that in September 1960,

when he was Chief of Operational Support Division, Office of Secu­
rity, he was approached by his superior, Colonel Sheffield Edw7ards
and was told of an operation to assassinate Cuban Premier Fidel
Castro. He was told by Edwards that Robert Maheu, then a private
investigator, had been approached by the CIA to assist in the
operation. Maheu, in turn, recruited one John Roselli. Subsequent­
ly, Roselli brought two other individuals into the operation. These
individuals were known to the officials as Sam Gold and Joe.

According to this official, he subsequently learned the true iden­
tities of these men. Sam Gold was alleged Mafia leader Sam Gian­
cana and Joe was another alleged Mafia chief man, Santos Traffi-
cante. The official stated that he was the CIA liaison with these
two men. It was to be. Trafficante’s role to serve as a courier.
Trafficante was to arrange to get poisoned pills into Cuba which
were to be put in Castro’s food. Trafficante’s participation also
included the procuring of a Cuban Government official and a
Cuban exiled leader as two persons who could serve as the actual
assassins. The official stated that Trafficante did, in fact, pass the
poison pills on to his Cuban contacts in an effort to carry out the
plot.
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of Giancana and Trafflcante, he reported this fact to Colonel Ed­
wards who, nevertheless, allowed the project to proceed.

Mr. Chairman, the evidence you have just heard, in particular
that part that identifies Santos Trafflcante, is corroborated in a
1967 report of the Inspector General of the CIA. Part of that
report, which the committee has secured for public distribution,
indicates:

The man Maheu [deletion] knew as Sam Gold appeared as Salvatore (Sam) Gian­
cana, a Chicago-based gangster. Joe Pecora, who was never identified either to
Maheu or [deletion] in any other way, turned out to be Trafflcante, the Cosa Nova
chief man in Cuba.

As to Santos Trafficante’s role, as well as that of the late Gian­
cana, it is described in a section designated as “Comment.” It
reads:

Giancana was flatly opposed to the use of firearms. He said that no one could be
recruited to do the job because the chance of survival and escape would be negligi­
ble. Giancana stated a preference for a lethal pill that could be put in Castro’s food
or drink. Trafflcante, Joe Pecora, was in touch with a disaffected Cuban official with
access to Castro and presumably of a sort that would enable him to surreptitiously
poison Castro.

Mr. Chairman, the evidence we have just heard indicates that
Santos Trafflcante apparently participated in plots to assassinate
Fidel Castro. He was, in short, willing to kill the head of state.

In this connection, it may be well to note one possible reason for
Santos Trafficante’s participation in these plots. The reason was
offered to the committee by the Cuban Government. In its trip to
Havana, the Cuban Government made available to the committee a
report dealing on Mafia activities in Cuba. Mr. Chairman, I would
ask that that report be entered into the record as JFK exhibit
F-653 and the translation as JFK exhibit F-654.

Mr. Preyer. Without objection, they will be entered into the
record at this point.

[JFK exhibit F-653 was entered in the record and with a nota­
tion follows:

[Pages 11-18 of JFK exhibit F-653 were photostatic copies of
documents originally generated in response to requests to the
Cuban Government from the Warren Commission in 1964. Due to
their extremely poor reproductive quality, legible copies could not [
be reproduced here. Page 19, a copy of Jack Ruby’s tourist card, is
reproduced elsewhere in these hearings as JFK exhibit F-583 and I
F-584.

[Page 11 is a copy of Oswald’s Cuban visa application, and is
reproduced elsewhere in these hearings as JFK exhibit F-408.

[Page 12 is a copy of a letter from Juan Nilo Otero and can be
found in the Warren Commission Report as C.E. 2564.

[Page 13 is a copy of a certificate signed by the then Secretary of
State, Dean Rusk.

[Page 14 is a letter to the Secretary of State from the Warren
Commission requesting information regarding Lee Harvey Oswald’s
trip to Mexico in September and early October 1963. It also re­
quests cooperation by the Cuban Government in furnishing copies
of documents relating to Lee Harvey Oswald’s visit.

[Pages 15-18 are letters from the Swiss Embassy in response to
State Department correspondence regarding Oswald.]
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ASPECTOS QUE CONTEMPLA EL CUESTIONARIO ENTREGADO

POP EL COMITE SELECTO SOBRE AS ESI NAT OS DE LA CAMA

PA DE REBRESENT ANTES DE EST ADOS UNIDOS. - .

En este informe aparecen varies de los aspectos contemplados en
el cuestionario entregadd per ese ComitS, contestados en forma —
de tern as .

I. - SUPUESTA VISIT A DE OSWALD A LA EMBAJADA DE LA

UNION SOVIETICA EN CIUDAD MEXICO . -

En relacidn a este tema, consideramos qua el Comite debe-
dirigirse al Gobierno Sovietico.

En cuanto a lo que nos compete, podemos senalar que el -
propio dfa 27 de setiembre, al solicitar Oswald la visa da -
transits para continuer viaje a la Uni6n SoviSiica, el Consu
lado Cubano en Mexico se puso en contacto telefdnico con la
Embajada de la Union Sovietica, la que respondH que ellos
para otorgar visas de entrada a su pais, tenian cue esperar
la autorizacidn del MINREX en Moscd, lo cual tardarfa al-
redador de cuatro mses.

II. - MARIA . -

La informacidn que se posee relacionada al papel de la Ma­
fia norteamericana en los planes de atentado contra los If -
deres de la Revolucion Cub ana y otras actividades contrarre
volucionarias, esta dada, en las revelaciones que al rasnec
to ofracib el Comita del Senado en su informe sobre los —
Complots de Asesinatos contra dirigentes da otros pafses.
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La Mafia inici6 sus actividades en Cuba durante los anos 20, -
aprovecbando la corrupci6n existente entre los gobernantes de
turno.

Durante los afios I/O extendi6 sus raecanismos de control, aun

que de forma encubierta, a los Sindicatos de trabajadoras da
distintos sectores, lo que le permitiria en un futuro manejar—
de cierta forma todo lo que se relacionara con sus intereses.
Estos se ven fortalecidos con el golpe del 10 de marzo, mo -
mento en que la Mafia comienza a asentar sus capitales en ne_
gocios de bienes raices, construcciones de hoteles de lujo, -
casinos y centr.os de a.traccidn turfstica, para asf fomentar -
el turismo para su explctacibn.

Con referenda a la administraci6n y operaci6n de negocios -
de la Mafia durante el ano 1950, la misma posefa el control de
Jos Casinos de juego, que radicaban en los hoteles de lujo y -

'■^cabarets.

La direcciin de la Mafia, la representaba Santos Trafficante,
quien era el delegado del juego, mientras que los administra-
dores de estos Casinos eran en su mayorfa cubanos o figuras-
extranjeras vinculadas a la Mafia.

Las salas de juego las dirigfan los jefes asignados por la Ma­
fia, que velaban por la organizaciin y el funcionamiento de -
las mesas de juego.

La Mafia obtuvo grandes beneficios por utilidades del juego, -
citandose como ejemplo que el Casino del Hotel Riviera, en -'
un ano, obtuvo una ganancia neta de un mi!16n cuatrocientos -
mil d61ares.

Los negocios de la Mafia no s61o correspondfan al juego sino
adem&s amparaban el control del trafico de narciticos, joyas,
divisas, trata de blancas y las exhibiciones de pelfculas por.-
nograficas.

Al triunfo de la Revoluci6n en 1959 se cierran todas las salas
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de juego, siendo reabiertas luego posteriormente por conside^
rar el Gobiemo Revolucionario, que a pesar de que el juego —
de azar constitute una verdadera lacra social, el cierre repen
tino de estos Casinos y Cabarets significaba el desplazamien—
to de cientos de trabajadores. Se dispone entonces la regulq^
cion del funcionamiento de las salas de juego a trav&s de un —
Decreto emitido el 4 de marzo de 1959, en que se autoriza —
por mediaciin del INAV Clnstituto Nacional de Ahorro y Vi -
viendas) la apertura de tales centres.

El Decreto entre otros requisitos esiablecfa que :

- Los Casinos serian operados exclusivamente por personas
de probada solvencia moral y los extranjeros requerlan, -
adenias, la previa aprobacion por escrito de la Embajada-
correspondiente.

El 28 de setiembre de 1961 son cerrados de manera defi -
nitiva las salas de Juego que atin permanecfan abiertas.

III.-  ORGANIZACIONES Y ACTIVIDA.DES ANTI-CUBANAS

La organizacion contrarrevolucionaria que desde un inicio se
destacd por prcpagar las supuestas actividades de Oswald en
favor de Cuba fue el DRE (Directdrio Revolucionario Estu -
diantil), la cual publicd una edicion especial de su 6rgano de
prensa denominado "TRINCHERA" al dia siguiente del asesi
nato de Kennedy. ~ -

En el mismo se divulgaba ampliamente todo lo relacionado -
con Oswald, indicando una vinculaci6n de Cuba con los he -
chos. Muchos de los elementos sostenidos en esa publica -
ci6n , entran en contradiccion con lo plazteado en las investi
gad-ones posteriores, sobve todo en las ubicaciones de luga-
res y fechas en que supuestamente estuvo Oswald, lo que es-
tablz-ca la falsedad de algnnas informaciones difutzdidas.
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Cuatro dias despu&s del asesinato, un norteamericano partida
ric de los contrarrevolucionarios cubanos declai'aba en su pro.
grama de la radioemisora de Miami WQAM haber entrevistado
a varies de estos elem antes, uno da los cuales le habia man! -
ies':ado‘ que tenia la informacidn de que Oswald Labia esiado en

- Cuba entre setiembre y cctubre de 1963 (fecha en que Osxvald-
se encontraba en Mexico hacienda gastiones para viajar a Cu-
bnJL ■ •

Tambi&n se observan las supuestas "revelaciones" de Frank -
Sturgis y otros contrarrevolucionarios cubanos acusando a Cu_
ba da la muerte de Kennedy, las cuales han sido difundidas am_
cliamente par diversos rotativos de la prensa norteam ericana.

La organizacidn contrarrevolucionaria "La Cruz " fue una de-
las tantas auspiciadas per la C. I. A. coma fachada para la eje_
cucicn de los planes contra Cuba.

Una de sus acciones consisti6 en la infiltracidn por la zona de
Punta Hicacos, Matanzas a mediados de 1960, de los apatri -
das Mario Tanler Sague y Armando Cubria Kamos, quienes ha
biendo recibido entrenamiento de la C.I.A. cumplirlan la mi-
sidn de atentar contra la vida del Comandante en Jefe y reali -
zar distintas actividades de sabotaje.

Para ejecutarlo le fueron entregados detonadores, explosives,
ametralladoras, pistolas, as! como.proclamas de la organiza-
ci6n contrarrevolucionaria "La Cruz

Otra de las organizaciones contrarrevolucionarias, Kesisten-
cia CIvica Anticomunista (RCA), era la agrupaci6n de las de -
nominadas : Ejircito de Liberaci6n Nacional (E. L. N. ), Movi-
miento de Recuperaci6n Revolucionaria (M. R. R.), Agrupaci6n
Mczztecristo y otras ; siendo dirigida desde el exterior por el-
ccntrarrevolucionario y agente C. I. A. Nino Diaz.

Uno de los complots fraguado por la RCA iue el que debia 
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tener lugar el 7 da abril de 1963 en el Stadium Latinoamericano,
donde participarfan 16 hombres arm ados de pistolas y granadas
de fragmentaci6n.

Dentro del grupo se encontraban Enrique Rodrfguez Valdos, Ri__
cardo Lopez Cabrera, Onorio Torres Perdomo y Jorge Carlos
Espinosa Escarles, quienes vestirfan con uniformes de oficia -
les del Ejercito Robelde y cuyo proposito era asesinar al Co -
mandante en Jefe,

Unos meses despues se elabora otro plan, esta vez contra la yd

da del Ministro de las Puerzas Armadas Revolucionarias, Ratil
Castro Ruz, con motive de la celebraci6n del 26 do Julio, El -
principal coordinator da esta acci-5n lo era Ibrahim Machin Her
nandea cuien cum pl .''a instrucciones del agents C.I.A. Nino —
Diaz.

Algunas de las personas empleadas por la C.I.A. en las accio
nes de atentados y planes contra Cuba fueron :

Nino Di'az :

Ex-Capitan del Ejercito Rebelde. ParticipG en la conspira -
cion fraguada por el traidor Huber Matos.

Mantuvo concactos en la Ease Nava.1 de Guantanamo donde en
trsn-S mercenaries y desde donde oriento la realizacion de -
distincos planes contra Cuba,

En Miami al servicio de la C. I.A.'se ha vinculado a trav6s-
del i'^pvimiento da Recuperacidn Revolucionaria a elementos
como Artime, Tony Varona, Diaz Lanz y Mir6 Cardona.'

Samuel Carballo Moreno :

\
F'-.ie datenido en marzo de 1963 cuando la operacion contra la
o>-g.'pizsi.ci6n couirarrevolucionaria Rasistencia Cfviea Anti-
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comunista encontrandosole documentation falsa a nombre -
de Serafin Burgas Sablin. Perienedd a la Marina da Gue­
rra antes da 1$59.

E'::: ilio Adolfo Rivero Caro :

Agente de la C.I.A. infiltrado an el territorio nacional jun­
to con un grupo, Train documentacion falsa a nombre de —
Carlos Ramirez Valdes.

Este Agents utilizaba el seudonimo de Brand para sus acti-
vidades con la C. I. A;

Adz'fo Mendoza :

Agent e de la C.I.A. que utilizaba el seudonimo de Raul pa­
ra sus actividades enemigas. Se infiltri en el territorio —
national junto con el tambien Rivero Caro, antes meationa-
do.

Jorge Garda Rubio :

Agente de la C.I.A. ccn el seudinimo de Tony. Se infiltri
como radista de un Team de Infiltration de la C.I.A.'

Este grupo (Rivero Caro, Mendoza y Garcia Rubio) train la.
taraa de reorganizar las organizaciones contrarrevoluciona
rias despues del fracaso de Girin y realizar un atentado al
General de Ejdrcito Rail Castro cornbinado con una autoa-
gresiin a la Ease Naval Norteamericana de la Bahia de
Guantanamo.

Pierre Owen IDfaz de Ure :

El nombre correcto es Pierre Ouang Diez de Ure; Agents -
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de la C. I. A., uno de los principales involucrados en la orga

nizaci6n del plan de atentado al Comandante en Jefe, prepara
do para el 28 de setiembre de 1963 Aniver'sario de los Coali­
tes de Defensa de la Revoluciin (C.D. I?..). Este plan consis_
t’a en dinamitar las conductoras del alcantarillado que pasa-
ba par debajo da la tribuna.:

Pierre Ouang, dudadano francSs, -fue reclutado pop la -
C. I, A. en 1961, actuando conto informante del Agente Fran_
cisco Blanco de los Cuetos.

IV. - SUPUESTO CONTACTO DE OSWALD CON ESTUDIANTES -

CUBANOS EN MINSK . -

Has:a el memento no se ba ubicado ningin dudadano cubano de
los que cursaron estudios en Minsk que haya tenido contacto —
con Lea H. Oswald en esa ciudad.

Consideramos que esta informacion, al igual qua otras refleja
das por Priscilla Johnson Me, Millan, en si: libro "La Forma
din de un asesinato ", son ids as, respondiendo las misnias a
tin intarSs sensacionalista en medio de la campana desatada -
para vincular a Cuba con Oswald,

V. - ACT J. VIDADES DE E. HOWARD HUNT EN MEXICO .-

No se posee inforniacidn sobre las actividades desarrolladas-
per Howard Hunt durante el ano 1963.

VI. - SECUESTROS DE AVI ONES .-

El Iro, de mayo de 1961, Antulio Ramires Ortiz, dudadano -
nor .tatnericano de Origen portorriqueno fua el primer sujeto - '
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gue llego a 2La Habana secuestrando un aviin, cumpliendo asf
iastrucciones de la C. I.A,, manteniendo en Cuba una actitud
coMlictiva y diversionista.

Fue procesado judicialmente por salida ilegal del pals y san
cionado a dos afios de privaciin de Ubertad, En 1975 abando_
no nuestro pals, a partir de las gestiones roalizadas por la -
.3zn bajada Suiza con el MIN REX de Cuba en relacidn a este -
elemento.

El Sk de julio de 1961 un avi6n Electra de la Eastern Airline a
con 33 pasajeros, en ruta Tampa a Miami, rue desviado de su
ruta hacia Cuba por un'viajero que solidto a la prer.sa no ra-
velara su iderdidad por tenor a las repr esp.llas que tomarlan
en las Estados Unidos contra su fam ilia. Agregd a Tos peris-
dlslns que tom6 esta actitud ante las reiieradas negatives de­
les ciincionarios norteamericanos de permilirle realizar el -

El 9 de ago st o de 1961, Albert Charles Cadon, s&bdito Iran —
css secuestrzi un DC—8 de la Fan American en ruta de Hous —
ton a Guatemala. El avion fue devuelto y el secuestrador er-
traditado a Mexico a scliciiud del Gobiemo de ese pais, sien-
do condenado a 7 anos de encarcelamiento por robo con violen^
cia y amenazas,

VII. - AGENCIAS DE INTELIGENCIA . -

Desde mucho antes de la derrota de la invasitin de Flaya Gi -
r6n e incluso casi coincidentemente con el triunfo de la Revo-
lucidn, el Gobierno de los Estados Unidos comenzo a actuar -
contra Cuba en primer lugar a traves de sus Agendas de In-
teligencia, en particular la C.I.A.

Despuds de la derrota de Giron, segun el informe del Senado
de Estados Unidos, se inicia la Hamada Operacion "MONGOO

prer.sa
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SEI" quo de acuerdo con dicho informe, concluye en noviembre
de 1962, despues du la Crisis da Octubre y que consistio en -
"la u-ilipaciun de exiliados cubanos y disidentes en Cuba", pa­
ra dorrocar al Gobierno.

Lo cierio es que aun despuSs del periodo da vigencia de la cita
da Oparaci6n, la ac'cividad contra Cuba de las Agendas de Into
Uganda de Estados Unidos no ces6.

Para inner una idea de la intensidad de estas actividades basta
decir qua entre 1962 y 1963 se produjeron mas de 80 infiltracio.
nos per las costas cabanas, con los objetivos de introducir ar-
mas y explosives, raalisar sabotaje, infiltrar o ezfiltrar Agon­
ies, L edutar colabcradores, abasiecer Pedes de la C. I. A. , -
etc. de las qua man do 50 sen postsricres a noviembre de 1962;
y que per otra par:e, el trabajo de los Agantes infiitrados o re-
clntados antes y durante "PIONGOOSE" no se concluyb al cierre
de dickr. Cperacifn, sine continue basta ser liquidado por los -
Orgauos de Seguridad cubanos,

Anexo se adj.’.ntan distinios documentos relatives a :

. Visita de Oswald al Consulado Cubano en Mexico Cplanilla, de -
solicitud de visa y respuesta del MINEEX).

. ’ Corrnspondencia enviada a La Habana por la Con\isi6n Tyumen
en 1966, que demuestra la cooperacidn del Gobierno de Cuba -
con la investigacion que esta Comision llevaba a cabo,

.' Tarjeias de identidad llenadas en el aeropuerto de La Habana - .
per un individuo que dio el nonxbre de Jaclc Huby, que visits —
nuestro pals en dos oportunidades en 1959. ■

. Breve resumen de actividades directas de la C. I.A. entre los
an.j.c 1962 y 1963, aconxpanado por una pecnena muestra graft­
er, dr las mismas. ■
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ALGUITAT DE LAS ACCTONES D1 RECT AS D E LA C, LA. CONTRA

CUBA O::’J RRIDAS ENTR3 7, OS Ai~rOS 196?Jx_-! 'i§.3 ■

Erdre 1961 y ISSb- funciona la Red dirigidu per RamCn Grau Al-
.-•...'a, reclutado por la C, T.A. ea 1951,

Cr-.u Alsina recibid orientacidn de formar uaa rec? subversive -
y c?e espionaje, d&ndole como medio de com.unicadcn, ezire -
otres, ura plaata auicmatica AT-3.

'Ex-re aigunss de sus misiones, esia red prepare un atente.do al
C.-.■andante en dare, cumpliendo adam&s c c.-f.s trraas cw.o
bi squedn de inzormaci-dn da iodo tips y c:: '-special m.HDar,

cla de Pirar del Ri'o.

Idarquez Novo recibid orieniacionos de crear una amplia red -
csa misiones subversives y de espionaje, para apoyar una posi_
ble invasidn al pais, E’i esce seriido la C, T,A, realiso zr.as -

de 30 Operacicnes marl'imas; iniilirando y arfilirando Agontes
para entrenam.ierto an el exterior e introdticierdo grau centi —
dad de arrr.as y explosives para cumplir sus misioaes.'

Raralelam ente a esto, realizan actividad de espionaje, princi-
palmente militar.

En 1963, sin abandonar la btisqueda de informacidn militar, se
orienta por la C.I.A.. la busqueda de infomacion econcmica, -
enviandose dates tecniccs de equipos soviecicos y movimiento -
de especialistas de paisas sozialistas.

Ezra red tenia adenias varies Agentes er.tremidos en Estados

'’J

1

c-’ .1
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Unidos que impartial! instrucciones en Cuba a grupos de niem

brer -.:o la red.

Oparc.baa en la zone. de Finer del Rio., La Habana e .TsZa de P£

noo hr.sia su liquidation definitive en 196b-.

El ciudadano norteam ericano Larry Lunt, residents en Pinar­
ds! Rii y previaniente raclutado por la C. I. A. en 1951, coco­
es alradador de mayo del 62 a Feliz Lima Elanco, a antes re —
elute posterior manto. La informacien solicitada a Lima Elan—
co entonces, fue de tipo militar.

Algun tienipo despots Larry Lunt le entrega cento medio de co

n uniat,ei.'.n panel carbon y lo adiastra en el uso da esie. Pos­
terior..’, ante Lima Elanco recibe de la C.L.A. un radio-recep­
tor EF-tE—A y otr.'S m edios,

En el lugar conocido per Carahatas, Las Villas, se iafiliran -
en oetubra de 1952 i~.im.fs Gilberto Fernandez Solas. Nile Far
n6.ndt.-i. y Roberto Lcartes. ■

Farnaudaz Solas, ctiten salii del pa’s ilegalmente, fue racluta
do par ia C.I.A., pasando un curso intensive en el manajo de
armaa y explosives,

Por orieniaciones da la C.L.A. se infiitro en el pais en esta -
fecha con al objeti-.-e da nacer contacto con un cabecilla da ban
didos, y drear uaa red de espionaja.

El 19 da octubre ds 1962 se infiitran por Pinar del Rio, dos -
teams C.I.A. al frente de los cuales vsafan los Agentes Mi —
guel Angel Orozco Crespo y Reynaldo Garcia Martinez.

Estes teams de infitlracidn fuoron transportados hasta nues -
tras castas por 2os bugues "Vll-.-rio" y "Cuties" habiendo parti
do de .az costas do Estados Unid.os.

La m :: orientad:> por la C.I,A. a ambos grupos era reali­
ze? . . mbotajs 2.2 las Minas do Matnhnmbre en Santa Lucia,-
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Pj.j.-.-' del Rio, para io que traian gran caniidad do arn'.as y ex

El p.iipo lidereado por Orozco Crespo debia enterrar las ar -
m:■ ’ ;■■ explosives en lugares cercanos a la costa. El otro grzi_
p- .’Irigido por Garcia Martinez, debts saboiear el cable que­
er. -r.portaba el mineral desde la mina liasca Santa Lucia, lo —
q-..z provocaria .deJar If CO obreros airapadcs dentro de la mi —

El i-eclutamiento da Orozco Crespo por parte de la C.I.A. fue
of&tt-.-ado por Manual Artime en mayo da 1950, De sus declare
cic. se conoco de sus relaciones personalas con "Bob iZall"

Joie del Grupc. de Mlsiones Especiales y las aciividados -
C,1,A, en Miami er. esra fecna, as' coma :n.i dlstintcs C-ficia -

E:: :liciembre de 1552 la C.I.A. raclutd por correspondencir. —
a .Variano L. Pinto Eodriguez, elemesio de la burguasia vills--
cl-ro.na.

Pcstoriormente la C, I. A. le er.via a Pinto Rodrigues medios-
de coniunicaci6n y este recibe la mision da organizar vna rsd-
a la qua la C.I.A. encomienda el suministro a las bandas de -
alzados, la busqveda de informacion militar y el sabotaje a oo

Jetivos economizes.

A fires de 1963 la C. I. A. comienza a soli citar tambien infor-
maciin econdmica en general y en especial de la industria azu
carera.

En diciembre de 1962 se infiltran los Agsntes C. I. A. Pedro -
Cameron y Manuel del Valle Caral, por Criente.

Las m isiones encomendadas por la C.I.A. eran las de organi
zar gz r.pos da bandidos en Baracoa y GuaziNlnarao, ademas de
selzncionar lugares en las cosias para prc.ducir desembarcos



282

Hoja No. g

y sonas para suministro de armas y explosives.

Pon 5>oca de Camarioca, Varadero, Mataazas, en abril de —
ipratenden infiltrarse los Agent as C. -'..A. Silvano Marti—
E>-. Romero, Antonio Bustillo, Roberto Parson, y Oscar Diaz,
d'rigante este tiltimc de la infiltracidn. Bsta accion es frus -
trzda per la Marina de Guerra Revolucionaria. •

En mayo de 1563 en el lugar conocido por "Subida de la Pena"
en S'aa Antonio, Pinar del Rio y despv.es de recibir entrena -
mieni-o en el exterior, se infiltran los Agonies C.I.A. Alber­
to del Bv.std Hernandez. Jose A. Colmenares y Hatuey Infante,
acompafiados do tin team de infiltracion. Estos Agent es reali­
sm o'! viaje en el buqua madre REX, pasando posteriormeme a
una lancha tipo V-30,

Ln mision encoruendada por la C.I.A. a este grupo era la crea
ciln de una red cue dirigin Del Busts y qua debia abarcar des­
de San Antonio basis Santa Lucia, an Pinar del Rio.

Por el estero de Carraguao, Los Palacios, Pinar del Rio el -
20 de mayo de 1563 so infiltran despues de recibir entrenamien
to, L:iis Garcia Sigles Menocal, Rolando Hernandez, y A.rse —
ria Rodrigues San Roman, Este team partid de Estados Uni -
dos en el buque madre REX.

Entre las misiones encomendadas por la C.I.A. el team tenia
la de sustituir al Radista de una red de nueva creacidn, true se
ria a partir de e.ntcnces Garcia Sigles, ocupar cargos el resto
del team dentro de la direccidn de la red e introducir en esta-
armas y equipos.

En junio de 1563 por el lugar conocido por Punta Fraile, en -
S:vi Antonio, Pinar del Rio, se produce la infiltracidn de los -
.Agentes Clemente Inclan Iderner y Genaro del Busto Infante.

La encomendada por la C. I. A. a estos Agentes era ha
corso t'lagar medicin.-.s, ropas y vi.dres a vna red -scion crea

despv.es
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l-i zona de Ca.yo Blanco, Cardenas, Matanzas, so produce el
.■A junio de 1953 la infiltracidn del team compuesto por Ma -

■1 Quiza Docal, Jorge Hnifin Lustra, Evangelic Boffin Lustre,
■aldo Lerm o Hernandez, Juan Espinosa Gonsalez, Hicardo—
alas Navarrets, Boborto de Jesus Rodrigues Triana., Jorge

'.■igu.es Triana, Eddy Crispin Mors Ruiz y Ramon Cuevas -
.do, quienes partieron de la Florida on un buque rnailre, pa -
■.do posteriormenie a una lancha. Este grupo trafa la misiin

C. I. A. de dinamiiar y volar la Destileria Arrechavala, -
.. io qua cordaban con abundance material da damolicion, ar—
::, equipos de bombre rana y un entrer.amiento espz-clal scbre
■: tips de ac ci ones.'

? Coyo Empalizada, Las Villas, el 15 de junio de 1253 se in
.ci les Ages:os C>T. .-1. Bolando Mateu ra.z. Manual Marre-
Z-astiilo y Francisco Marrero Castillo.

rnisidn encomendada por la C, LA, a este grupo ft:e la de -
iutar a dos individucs, uno en La I-Iabaua y otro en Isabela

’ la zona ccnocida como Ensenada de Valienta, Matanzas, se
Vran en junio de 19c-3 lo s Agent as C.T.A., Sebastian Tapa-
Enriquez, Casimiro Otero y Gervasio Nlvaro los cue iue —
conducidos per el bitqtie madra Tiburon,

misidn C.I.A. qua venlan a cumplir era la de infiltrar al —
■~ie Sebasti&n Tapanes Enriquez.

de julio da 1553 por la zona de Cayo Verde, Las Villas -
nfilcran nuevamente los Agentes C.I.A. Bolando Mateu Paz,
-.cal Marrero Castillo y Francisco Marrero Castillo, cruienes
r'iaments fueron entrenados para introducir espias y mate -
az subversives en el pais.

misien C.I.A. enconisndada en este case fun la de crear —
red de espionaje en la sons, qua debia en principio obtener-
■ li.acfoa sobre equipos y bases miiitaras,

%25e2%2596%25a0igu.es
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JJazso !a Bahia de Cnsilda en Las Villas, el 13 da agosto da -
lt,t>3 ::ea embarcacilu pirate del Grupo Coronados Mambisas-
de Z’. .LA. atacl its tanq'aes-do.p isitos Jo la Empress Con
sol’.'.-.dn del Petralaa de esa localidnd.

Los atacantes dasembarcaron y emplearon ua canon, uu mor

fc-t'O y des onuses, armas dstas, entre otras, con las que rea_
l.’.::'.r .: al ataque,

Pae ircondiado un csrro tan que y Icgraroa impactos en varies
cases do vivienda de la cona.

J i: osplcslc, y fuanon ocupe.d^ an el lie^ar, te as mo
chiles con asplosivis y armas da varies tipcs.

Bl 2 da sotiembro do 1253 en el lu^ar ccnocido per Cayo G'Jln,
en B-.: ~ oos, Oriee.'::, l-.e aiaca.da y das':z vide. tztal~.eaia la i.i
diis':ir'.. ..’.adarora ■.... ass docalidad, pea- el G."spo Coisardcs -

conocico par La Eoveda-El 22 de octubre do

Wema:,. yiibario del 3usia i-damaadss, Luis Hdcsilea'O Carraa.

no. y E-boric Liae.m.o. Eodriyiies.'

Esta a.ccidn fue frus:'ra.da por ia acci^a de dos Or^anos de _?a—

Seguridad da Cuba.

A continuation aparece uaa muastra grafica da las arntas, explosi
vos, medias de co.municacidn y otros equipos uiilizados per la
C.I.A., en .os actividadas sene.ladas y qua han side ocupados por —
las autovldndas cubanas.
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ASPECTS OF THE QUESTIONNAIRE PRESENTED BY THE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASINATIONS
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Appendexes •. ,t.

ASPECTS OF THE QUESTIONNAIRE PRESENTED BY THE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASINATIONS
OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE UNITED STATES’

Several aspects of the questionnaire presented by the Committee are answered
in this report by topic.

I. ALLEGED VISIT BY OSWALD TO THE SOVIET EMBASSY IN MEXICO CITY

On this matter, we believe that the Committee should direct itself to the
Soviet Government.

As far as we are concerned, we can point out that, when Oswald asked for
a transit visa on September 27 in order to continue his trip to the Soviet
Union, the Cuban Consulate in Mexico called the Soviet Embassy, and was

told that authorization to grant entry visas.:tovits: -country.’.hadirto come
from the Ministry of Foreign Relations in Moscow, whn ch would take around
four months.



295

II. MAFIA

Information on the role of the US Mafia in plans to assassinate leaders of
the Cuban Revolution and other counterrevolutionary activities is found in
the revelations on this subject made by the Senate Committee in its report
on assassination plots against leaders of other countries.

The Mafia began its' activities in Cuba during the ’20s, taking advantage
of the corruption of the successive governments of that period.

During the ’40s, it extended its control mechanisms in a covert way to the
trade unions of various sectors, which later allowed it a certain amount
of control over everything related to its interests. These interests
were strengthened with the March 10 coup, which is when the Mafia began
to invest its capital in real estate companies and the building of luxury
hotels, casinos and other tourist facilities, in order to push,and exploit
tourism.

The Mafia’s business administration and operations in 1958 involved control
of gambling casinos in luxury hotels and cabarets.

Santos Trafficante, the gambling delegate, represented the Mafia
■ leadership, and most of the administrators of the casinos were Cubans

or foreign figures linked to the Mafia.

1 The gambling salons were directed by Maffia-appointed chiefs in charge
of the organization and operation of the gambling tables.

The Mafia made great profits from gambling. For example, the casino in
the Hotel Riviera made a net profit of S1.4 million in one year.

. The Mafia’s interests were not limited to gambling, however. It also >
controlled the traffic in drugs, jewels, the currency exchange, white
slavery and pornographic film shows.

When the Revolution triumphed in 1959, all the gambling salons were closed.
Later on, they were reopened because the Revolutionary Government considered
that, even though games of chance constituted a social defect, the sudden

closing of those casinos and cabarets would mean the loss of work for
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• hundreds of workers. Therefore, a decree was passed on March 4, 1959,
regulating the functioning of the gambling salons and authorizing them
to reopen under the jurisdiction of the National Institute of Savings

and Housing (iNAV). . .

Among other things, the decree established that

~ the casinos would be operated exclusively by persons of proved moral .
character and that foreigners would also need prior approval in
writing from their embassies.

On September 28, 1961, those gambling salons that still remained open
at that time were closed definitively.

III. ANTD-CUBAN ACTIVITIES AND ORGANIZATIONS

The counterrevolutionary organization that immediately made a big
to-do out of publicizing Oswald’s alleged activities on behalf of Cuba
was the Student Revolutionary Directorate (DRE), which put out a
special edition of its publication Trinchera the day after Kennedy’s
assassination.

It gave extensive coverage to everything related to Oswald, indicating
that Cuba was linked to the events. .Many of the assertions set forth
in the publication contradicted what was stated in later investigations,
especially data on the places where Oswald was and date::on which he Was
supposed to have been there, which shows the falsity of some of the
information it spread.

• Four days after the assassination, a US supporter of the Cuban
counterrevolutionaries announced during his radio program on Miami WQAM
that he had interviewed several of .them and that one of them had said
he had information that Oswald had been in Cuba in September and October^
1963 (when, in fact, Oswald was in Mexico, trying to travel to Cuba).

The alleged "revelations" of Frank Sturgis and other Cuban

counterrevolutionaries accusing Cuba of being responsible for Kennedy’s
death are also in evidence, accusations which were given ample coverage

•in several US papers. .

...3
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The counterrevolutionary organization La Cruz vas one of the many
sponsored by the CIA as a front to carry out its plans against Cuba.

One of its actions consisted in infiltrating counterrevolutionaries
' Mario Tauler Sague and Armando Cubria Ramos in the area of Punta

Hicacos, Matanzas, in mid-1960. They had been trained by the CIA
and were on a mission to try to kill the Commander in Chief and carry
out various other acts of sabotage.

To help them in this task, they were provided with detonators,
explosives, machine guns, pistols and proclamations of the counter-­
revolutionary organization La Cruz. ’ ~

Another of the counterrevolutionary organizations, the Anti-Communist
Civic Resistance (RCA), was a grouping of the self-styled Army of
National Liberation (ELN), the Movement of Revolutionary Recovery
(MRR), the Montecristo Group and others. It was directed from-abroad
by Nino Diaz, a counterrevolutionary and CIA agent.

One of the plots worked out by the RCA was scheduled to take place on
April 7, 1963, in the Latin-American Stadium, with the participation
of 16 men armed with pistols and fragmentation grenades.

The group included Enrique Rodriguez ValdAs, Ricardo L6pez Cabrera,
Onorio Torres Perdomo and Jorge Carlos Espinosa Escarles, who were to
be dressed in official Rebel Army uniforms and who were to assassinate
the Commander in Chief.

A few months later, another plan was elaborated, this time directed
against Ratil Castro Ruz, Minister of the Revolutionary Armed Forces,
on the celebration of the 26th of July. The main coordinator of this
action was Ibrahim Machin HernAndez, who took his instructions from
CIA agent Nino Diaz.

Some of the people employed by the CIA in the assassination actions
and other plans against Cuba were

Nino Diaz
A former captain in the Rebel Army, he participated in the conspiracy

hatched by traitor Huber Matos.
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He maintained contacts in the Naval Base of GuantAnamo, where he
trained mercenaries and directed various plans against Cuba.

In Miami, in the service of the CIA, he had gotten in touch with
such elements as Artime, Tony Varona, Diaz Lanz and Hir6 Cardona
through the Movement of Revolutionary Recovery.

Samuel Carballo Moreno
He was arrested in March, 1963, in the operation carried out
against the counterrevolutionary organization Anti-Communist Civic
Resistance. He had been using false documents in the name of
Serafin Burgas SablSn. He had been in the Navy prior to 1959.

I ' ' .

Emilio Adolfo Rivero Caro
A CIA agent who was part of a group infiltrated into the country,
he had false documents made out in the name of Carlos Ramirez Valdes.

This agent used the pseudonym of Brand for his CIA activities.

Adolfo Mendoza
A CIA agent who used the pseudonym of Radi for his enemy activities,
he was infiltrated into the country with Rivero Caro, mentioned above.

Jorge Garcia Rubio
A CIA agent who used the pseudonym Tony, he was infiltrated as
radio operator of the CIA infiltration team.

This group (Rivero Caro, Mendoza and Garcia Rubio) had the task of
reorganizing the counterrevolutionary organizations after the
failure at Girdn and of trying to kill General of the Army Radi
Castro, while staging a fake attack which the US Naval Base in
GuantAnamo Bay was to make on itself.

Pierre Owen Diaz de Ure

His real name was Pierre Ouang Diez de Ure. He was one of the main

CIA agents involved in organizing the attempted assassination of
the Commander in Chief prepared for September 28, 1963, an am-HzArcary

of the founding of the Committees for the Defense of the Revolution
(CDRs). The plan consisted in dynamiting the sewage pipes under
the tribune.
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Pierre Ouang, a French citizen, was recruited by the CIA in 1961.
He served as informer for agent Francisco Blanco de los Cuetos.

IV. OSWALD'S ALLEGED CONTACT WITH CUBAN STUDENTS IN MINSK

' Thus far,none of the Cuban students who have studied in Minsk have
. been found to have had any contact with Lee H. Oswald in that city.

We believe that this information, just like other statements
included by Priscilla Johnson McMillan in her book The Making of a
Murder, is false, responding to sensationalist interests in the
midst of the campaign launched to link Cuba with Oswald.

V. ACTIVITIES OF E. HOWARD HUNT IN MEXICO
>

We have no information about Howard Hunt's activities in 1963.

VI. HIJACKING OF PLANES

Antulio Ramirez Ortiz, a US citizen of Puerto Rican origin, was the
first person to hijack a plane to Havana, arriving on May 1, 1961.
He came under CIA orders and maintained a conflictive and diversionist
attitude during his stay in Cuba.

He was tried for illegal departure from the country and sentenced to
two years in jail. He left our country in 1975, after the Swiss
Embassy had intervened with the Cuban Ministry of Foreign Affairs on
his behalf.

On July 24, 1961, an Eastern Airlines Electra plane with 33 passengers
aboard, en route from Tampa to Miami, was diverted to Cuba by a
passenger who asked the press not to reveal his identity for fear of
reprisals against his family in the United States. He told the
journalists that he had taken this step because of repeated refusals
on the part of US officials to allow him to make the trip.

On August 9, 1961, Albert Charles Cadon, a French citizen, hijacked
a Pan American Airlines DC-8 en route from Houston to Guatemala. The
plane was returned and the hijacker extradited to Mexico at the
request of the Government of that country. There he was sentenced ’
to seven years in prison for robbery accompanied by violence and
threats.

...6
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VII. INTELLIGENCE AGENCIES

The US Government began to act against Cuba through its intelligence
agencies, particularly the CIA, long before the defeat of the Playa
Girin invasion — in fact, almost at the same time as,the triumph
of the Eevolution.

After the Girin defeat came Operation MONGOOSE, which ended in
November, 1962, according to a US Senate report, and consisted of
"the use of Cuban exiles and dissidents in Cuba" to overthrow the
Government.

The fact is that, even after that operation had supposedly ended,
the activities of US intelligence agencies against Cuba continued.

Some idea of the intensity of these activities can be gleaned from
the fact that there were more than 80 infiltrations along Cuban- coasts
between 1962 and 1963 in an effort to bring in weapons and ammunition,
carry out sabotage, infiltrate or exfiltrate agents, recruit
collaborators, supply CIA networks, etc., and that over 50 of these
occurred after November, 1962. Nor did the work of the agents
infiltrated or recruited before and during MONGOOSE cease at the end
of that operation; rather, it continued until it was eliminated by
Cuban security organizations.

The Appendix includes various documents relating to

. Oswald's visit to the Cuban Consulate in Mexico (Application for visa and
the reply from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs).

. Correspondence sent to Havana by the Warren Commission in 1964, which shows
the Cuban Government’s cooperation with the investigation that Commission
was making.

• Identity cards filled out at the Havana airport by an ind-i purporting
to be Jack Kuby, who visited our country twice in 1959.

. A brief summary of direct CIA activities in 1962 and 1963, accompanied
by. graphic evidence of these activities.

...7.
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Mr. Blakey. With your permission, I would like to read part of

pages 2 and 3.
The Mafia began its activities in Cuba in the 1920s taking advantage of the

existing corruption among successive leaders of Cuba. During the 1940’s, they ex­
tended their mechanisms of control, though covert, to the workers unions in differ­
ent sections of Cuba which would allow them in future to control everything related
to their entrants. These were strengthened with the blow of March 10.

Mr. Chairman, the reference to March 10 is a reference to the
date that then Senator Batista overthrew the lawful government of
Cuba at that time.

Continuing the quote:
A time when the Mafia began to build its capital through legitimate businesses in

structuring luxury hotels, casinos, and tourist attractions to exploit tourism. With
reference to the administration and operation of the Mafia in 1958, the same
possessed the control of gambling casinos which existed in the luxury hotels and
cabarets. ’ '

The don of the Mafia was Santos Trafficante who was in charge of all gambling
while the administrators of these casinos were primarily Cubans or foreigners
linked to the Mafia. The gambling halls were under the direction of chiefs assigned
by the Mafia who made sure all of it functioned properly at the gaming tables. The
Mafia obtained great profits through these gambling casinos. We can cite as an
example the casino of the Hotel Riviera which in 1 year obtained a net profit of
$1,400,000. The business of the Mafia not only consisted of gambling but also
extended to control of the drug traffic, jewelry, foreign currency, matters of prostitu­
tion and pornographic movies.

Upon the triumph of the revolution in 1959, all gambling halls were closed.
We see, Mr. Chairman, that through McWillie, if not others,

Trafficante may have had an association, at this point an associ­
ation only with Jack Ruby. How close or to what effect is as yet
undetermined. Now it can be fairly asked, could Santos Trafficante
also have been involved in plots against President Kennedy? The
committee’s next witness is Jose Aleman. Mr. Aleman is the son of
a former minister of education in the Cuban Government in the
late 1950’s. He was actively opposed to the Batista regime. In the
early 1960’s, he was supporting efforts to overthrow Castro. In a
context of mutual business entrants, Mr. Aleman and Mr. Traffi­
cante met at least once, perhaps on several occasions, prior to
November 1963. It would be appropriate at this time, Mr. Chair­
man, to call Mr. Aleman.

TESTIMONY OF JOSE ALEMAN
Mr. Preyer. Mr. Blakey, do I understand that Mr. Aleman also

wishes to invoke rule 6?
Mr. Blakey. No, Mr. Chairman, he has changed his mind and he

will permit both cameras and other recording devices to be operat­
ed.

Mr. Preyer. At this time the committee calls Mr. Aleman.
Mr. Aleman, do you solemnly swear the evidence you are about s,

to give this committee will be the truth, the whole truth, and
nothing but the truth, so help you God?

Mr. Aleman. I do.
Mr. Preyer. The Chair recognizes Mr. Cornwell for the question- •

ing.
Mr. Cornwell. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
Mr. Aleman, where were you born?
Mr. Aleman. In Havana.
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Mr. Cornwell. Havana, Cuba? I
Mr. Aleman. Yes, sir. !
Mr. Preyer. I don’t believe Mr. Aleman’s microphone is on, or

put it in front of you a little closer to you. J
Mr. Aleman. Thank you.
Mr. Cornwell. What was the occupation of your father in Cuba?
Mr. Aleman. He was Minister of Education. i
Mr. Cornwell. Under President Prio? ' I
Mr. Aleman. Under President Grau.
Mr. Cornwell. And how long did your family remain in Cuba? I
Mr. Aleman. Well, until 1947, they came to Miami, and then my

father died in 1950. \
Mr. Cornwell. After that, did you remain in Cuba? I
Mr. Aleman. I was a student at Miami University and then I

remained in Cuba for some time. I
Mr. Cornwell. Apart from education in Miami, then you contin­

ued to reside in Cuba until approximately what year?
Mr. Aleman. Well, 1960.
Mr. Cornwell. And during that period of time, prior to leaving

Cuba, you were active in efforts to overthrow Batista; is that cor­
rect?

Mr. Aleman. Yes. r
Mr. Cornwell. What basically was the nature of your role in

those attempts? j
Mr. Aleman. Well, we were fighting against a dictatorship, to- |

talitarian government, and we formed part of a few underground ■
activities in Havana. |

Mr. Cornwell. Among other things, I understand that you were j
one of the leaders of the famous attempt on the Presidential Palace !
in 1957, is that correct? >

Mr. Aleman. Well, yes. i
Mr. Cornwell. After leaving Cuba, did you continue to be active j

in attempts during that period to overthrow Castro? ;
Mr. Aleman. Yes. k
Mr. Cornwell. And, very briefly, what was the nature of your

role in such activities? I
Mr. Aleman. Well, I tried many things, because in Cuba, before I

had tried to do something against Communist totalitarian regime
of Fidel Castro. Most of the activities, they didn’t have any success
whatsoever, because I was arrested many times, and there were so
many things over there that I had to leave the island, the pressure
I had.

Mr. Cornwell. In 1963, where were you living and what was
your occupation?

Mr. Aleman. I was living in the Scott Bryan. I had that property
of mine.

Mr. Cornwell. You were living-----
Mr. Aleman. That is a hotel. Scott Bryan Hotel.
Mr. Cornwell. You were living in Miami and you owned and

managed the Scott Bryan Hotel?
Mr. Aleman. Yes, sir.
Mr. Cornwell. During approximately that period of time did you

have occasion to meet Santos Trafficante?
Mr. Aleman. Yes, I did.
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Mr. Cornwell. Who introduced you to him or how did that
introduction come about?

'Mr. Aleman. Mr. George Nobregas came to me after we had
some other conversations with some other individuals and there
were American businessmen, and those American businessmen had
lost a lot of property in Cuba, then he came to me and he said
Santos wants to meet you. I some way refused because I had to
testify against Santos’ people in 1960.

Mr. Cornwell. All right, who was Mr. George Nobregas?
Mr. Aleman. Mr. Nobregas was in all the activities against the

Batista regime and also against Fidel Castro.
Mr. Cornwell. And do you have any knowledge of how it was

that he may have known Santos Trafficante prior to that time?
Mr. Aleman. The possibility that while we were smuggling arms

in the 1950’s they had all the connections with other Mafia people
and they came about to maybe he was connected with them.

Mr. Cornwell. So you have told us that when the suggestion
was first made that you should meet with Trafficante, you were
reluctant to do do, the reason being that you had previously testi­
fied against associates of his in a trial, is that correct?

Mr. Aleman. Correct.
Mr. Cornwell. Who were those associates?
Mr. Aleman. Sammy Mannarino and Norman Rothman.
Mr. Cornwell. The trial involved criminal charges and those

individuals were convicted; is that correct?
Mr. Aleman. I believe so. I am not very sure about it. I left the

Chicago grand jury in a hurry and I later on had some threats
from them and that was it. I don’t know, I didn’t even ask about a
trial.

Mr. Cornwell. All right. In spite of your reluctance, however,
did you ultimately go to one or more meetings with Trafficante.

Mr. Aleman. Yes, I did. I had various meetings with Santos
Trafficante.

Mr. Cornwell. And roughly during what period of time did the
meetings take place?

Mr. Aleman. July, June, 1963, around that time.
Mr. Cornwell. Where were the meetings?
Mr. Aleman. One of them, the meeting was at Junior’s Restau­

rant. Another was at the Scott Bryan, and I don’t know how many
there were, three.

Mr. Cornwell. The name of the restaurant was Junior’s?
Mr. Aleman. Junior’s Restaurant.
Mr. Cornwell. And the other meetings occurred at the Scott

Bryan Hotel?
Mr. Aleman. Correct.
Mr. Cornwell. What was your objective in attending the meet­

ings with Trafficante?
Mr. Aleman. Well, Mr. George Nobregas came to me and said

that J. J. Vila, director of public relations in the city of Miami,
wanted to see me because he had a message from President Bosch
of the Dominican Republic and President Bosch was a man that
was very grateful to my father and that he wanted to talk to me
about bringing to the Dominican Republic a lot of businessmen and
whoever wanted to invest there.



Mr. Cornwell. So you understood that it was a request from
people with business interests?

Mr. Aleman. Yes.
Mr. Cornwell. That you assist in the introduction?
Mr. Aleman. Excuse me. At the same time, he said that one of

the possible individuals that was interested in going was Santos
Trafflcante, going to the Dominican Republic.

Mr. Cornwell. All right, well, that then explains what you were
told about Santos Trafficante’s reason for wanting to talk to you,
he wanted, I take it, to see if there was a possiblility of you
achieving some introduction with President Juan Bosch?

Mr. Aleman. That is correct.
Mr. Cornwell. What was your reason for attending the meet­

ing? Did you have a different motive or objective?
Mr. Aleman. Well, other than the objectives of trying to over­

throw Castro. He talked to me about, in favor of, the contracts in
Dominican Republic, that I had a project, condominium project,
and he wanted to facilitate the means for a loan with the Team­
sters Union.

Mr. Cornwell. So he suggested he could help you by securing a
Teamster’s loan for a condominium project you were interested in?

Mr. Aleman. Correct.
Mr. Cornwell. Now, it has been reported that at one of these

meetings, or on one of these occasions on which you met and spoke
with Trafflcante, you and he engaged in a political discussion or a
discussion of the Kennedy administration.

Mr. Aleman. He did most of the talking. I mean, he was talking
about President Kennedy and this is a thing that I want to bring to
this committee that----

Mr. Cornwell. Before you tell us what he said, if you wouldn’t
mind, tell us where the conversation occurred?

Mr. Aleman. At the Scott Bryan Hotel.
Mr. Cornwell. And in what type of room? Was it a type of room

that a guest would use?
Mr. Aleman. Yes; a pretty large room.
Mr. Cornwell. On this occasion, how many persons were

present?
Mr. Aleman. There was Mr. Macho Gener, Nobregas, separated

from the sofa and a chair, Santos Trafflcante was sitting on the
chair, and I was sitting on the sofa.

Mr. Cornwell. It would-be like a normal hotel room?
Mr. Aleman. It was a apartment, a large apartment.
Mr. Cornwell. All right, Trafflcante was sitting in like a com­

fortable leisure chair, that sort of thing?
Mr. Aleman. Yes, sir.
Mr. Cornwell. What were the other two men doing? Macho-----
Mr. Aleman. Macho Gener was leaving the room at various

times and Nobregas was separating like he didn’t want to partici­
pate in the conversation.

Mr. Cornwell. And apart from the part of the conversation that
I want to have you explain in detail, why did this particular
meeting occur, was it part of the general conversations over the
business interests you have already described or was it of some
other nature?



Mr. Aleman. He talked various things. One of the things he said
Hoffa could not secure the loan so far because he had a lot of
troubles with the brothers Kennedy.

Mr. Cornwell. OK. So, in other words, he was providing infor­
mation on the same subjects that you had previously told us about,
the possibility of a loan through Hoffa and the Teamsters for the
condominium project?

Mr. Aleman. Correct.
Mr. Cornwell. Then, the conversation, was it a relatively brief

one or did it cover a long period of time on this occasion?
Mr. Aleman. It covered about 3 or 4 hours.
Mr. Cornwell. Was it primarily related to business or was it a

general discussion just between two people who sit down and talk?
Mr. Aleman. It was a general conversation.
Mr. Cornwell. And during this period of time tell us specifically

what was discussed, what was said by Mr. Trafficante, and what, if
anything, you said in reply with respect to Hoffa and the political
scene?

Mr. Aleman. Well, he was very much upset. He said that the
way the President was getting into Hoffa, a man of the workers,
blue collar, and a man that was a very hard-working individual,
and that at the same time he was very much upset, I mean, he
thought for a long period of time.

Mr. Cornwell. Very much upset what Kennedy had been doing
to Hoffa, and he felt sympathetic toward Hoffa describing him as a
man----

Mr. Aleman. Very much.
Mr. Cornwell [continuing]. Of the workers?
Mr. Aleman. Very much.
Mr. Cornwell. Go ahead. What did the conversation lead to

next?
Mr. Aleman. At one point he said, “You see this man, he is not

going to be reelected, there is no doubt about it, he has been the
man that has been giving everybody a lot of troubles and he is not
going to be reelected” and I don’t know why he said that to me or
anything. Then he said---- ’

Mr. Cornwell. Did you make a reply' to that?
Mr. Aleman. Yes; I said he has a lot of Democrats backing him

and so far it looks very well. I don’t see anything that he is not
going to be reelected or anything.

Mr. Cornwell. And what, if anything, did he reply?
Mr. Aleman. Well, he said he is not going to be reelected, you

don’t understand me, he is going to be hit.
Mr. Cornwell. Prior to that, had you heard the expression “he

is going to be hit,” the term before? Are you familiar with that
expression?

Mr. Aleman. Well, it is going to be hit with a lot of votes from
the Republicans or anything. I didn’t have any idea at that
moment, that is why I want to bring this to the committee. I don’t.
have no possible idea why he said it.

Mr. Cornwell. Have you ever heard anyone use the expression
“he is going to be hit” on any other occasion?



Mr. Aleman. Not whatsever. I mean, maybe if you are talking
about something, I mean—that is all. I never, I never thought at
that moment anything whatsoever.

Mr. Cornwell. The question is, Have you ever heard that ex­
pression, “he is going to be hit”?

Mr. Aleman. In what respect?
Mr. Cornwell. On any other occasion?
Mr. Aleman. No.
Mr. Cornwell. In any of your activities in the attempts on

Batista or Castro, any of your dealings with Norman Rothman, or
Sam Mannarino, have you heard this expression?

Mr. Aleman. That was 1957, 1956, when we were trying to
smuggle arms.

Mr. Cornwell. OK, you had heard it during that period?
Mr. Aleman. No, no.
Mr. Cornwell. The question is had you heard that expression on

other occasions?
Mr. Aleman. No, no.
Mr. Cornwell. Well, then, if you hadn’t when Santos Trafficante

said he is not going to be reelected, he is going to be hit, did you
ask him to elaborate on that phrase?

Mr. Aleman. To the best of my recollection I thought that he
was maybe saying at that time that he could provide a loan and
that he was making a story or he was upset about that, and then
he just made an alibi about the loan or something like that. That
was my thought about it.

Mr. Cornwell. The question was, when he used the expression
did you ask him to elaborate, to explain the exact meaning of his
phrase, “he is going to be hit”?

Mr. Aleman. He was talking, and I didn’t, I wasn’t interrupting
for about a long time, and he kept on talking and talking and
talking, and that is it.

Mr. Cornwell. So the answer is you didn’t ask him to explain?
Mr. Aleman. I didn’t ask him anything. I just took it like some­

body saying something, and I took it as you know, like he is talking
about a lot of foolishness.

Mr. Cornwell. OK, let me see if I can get what is in your mind,
then, as to the specific details of the conversation.

You first brought up Mr. Hoffa and the pressure that Kennedy
was placing on him. He then suggested that Kennedy would not be
reelected. You interjected an opposing view that you thought-----

Mr. Aleman. No way, whatsoever?
Mr. Cornwell. No?
Mr. Aleman. No way, whatsoever.
Mr. Cornwell. You said-----
Mr. Aleman. I respect the President of the United States and in

no way whatsoever tried to say anything that I could take that the
President was going to have some problem or anything like that,
he just said maybe he is going to be, the way he said that word, I
interpreted with a lot of votes from the Republican Party or some­
thing like that.

Mr. Cornwell. After Mr. Trafficante indicated that he wouldn’t
be elected, you said something in reply to the effect that you
thought he would be, is that accurate?
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Mr. Aleman. Yes.
Mr. Cornwell. And at which point Mr. Trafficante replied no,

he is going to be hit.
Now, you told us he went on speaking at that point, is that

correct?
Mr. Aleman. You see, this happened 15 years ago and to the best

of my recollection I think that is the word he put. I am not saying
positively that, I mean, the wording he put was something he is not
going to make it, something like that, that is it, he is not going to
be reelected. In a long conversation like that I didn’t pay too much
attention on it.

Mr. Cornwell. Let me ask, Mr. Chairman, if we might show the
witness JFK exhibit F-602?

Mr. Fithian [now presiding]. Permission granted.
[A document was handed to the witness by the clerk.]
Mr. Cornwell. This is a newpaper article which we have

marked for identification.
Mr. Fithian. Does counsel wish that to be entered into the

record?
Mr. Cornwell. We would request that it be entered into the

record at this time.
Mr. Fithian. Without objection, it shall be ordered.
[The above referred to JFK exhibit F-602 follows:]
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who were supposed to carry out the murder.

Trafflcante b generally identified tt.lbe dca of south-
' cm Florida, but be b also one of the Chief s in the Matta's
loose national confederation. Once the Agency decided
to turn to lhe mob, Il was Inert tabla that TriKbante’safr
sbtance would be sought Akno among tba prindpj
dons, be had lived In Cuba. He had built a large org:nb£
lion there and still had a number of associate in Cx> _
tro’s Havana. • Moreover, bls professional experience "

• made liim Ideally suHed for assassination wtrt.
He bad learned the business from bts father. Santo

Traffkanle Sr., who came from Sicily in IBM to Tampa,
where be built and ran hb crime family for the next 50
years. In 1954, a year after rurriving a sbetgen attempt
on bls life,Santo Jr. succeeded hb father.

In the first few years of bE rule, Tampa wss plagued
•with gangland murders. He was himself a feeding su>
pect In the 1M7 barbershop execution of Albert Anasta­
sia, the old chief of Murder Incorporated. Accompanied

,by a Cuban nwodate, Trnffleams had bees In Anasta­
sia's New York hdtei suite 1be night before tho killing.
According loreparts cf the Senate PermlcenlInvestiga­
tions Committee, Anastasia bad been attempting te’
move In on Traff Jcante’i Cuban gambling operations.

The following roonth.'Trafflcanle *w  arrested rt lhe
Mafia national convention at Apalachin, N.Y. Ten years
later, his eminence was again confirmed by hh appear­
ance it the La Stella Restaurant in New York with Car­
los Marcella, Carlo Gambino and several other'of tho
.country’s leading dons.

He was, in short, one of the major crime bosses in tho
United States and. significantly, the don most deeply at-
footed by Castro’S revolution. Not only were bis gam- ’
"bling casinos seked but he bad been Jailed In Cuba. One
w&nid unuins that such a man might have eta trio phScil
taking on Cutro independently. At that ttdij/ln 19#,V
Castro’s grip on Cuba wu by so means tenure. Once
Trafflcxnlo accepted his CIA commission! f*aslro*9  dsys
should have been numbered. —

A Question of Loyalties-

THE INITIAL PLOT called foe pobonlng Castro In
bb favorite Havana restaurant, where one of Trtf-

f icante’s men worked. The CIA's Technical Servires Divi-
slon supplied deadly botulfaunx toxin which Robert Mt-
heu, who was cpohlinatlng the mob’s efforts fop tho Cl A,
passed to an cxHo associated with Traincante at the Fon-
Ulnebiea Hote| "In Miami Beach. From there Traffl-
cante’s courier was to deUve? the pobor. pills to the man
In tho Havana restaurant.

Ail of this took place In March and April of 1951, just

before the Bay of Pigs. Accounts vary as to why th® ploa -
falledL.One version b that tbo autbortrattoe to admlafa, z
ter tha poboa never earn*  through; another, that Castro*

“ ’ stopped going to thertstauranL
K-The mat Intriguing theory *as  proposed by the ClA’a

^’deput^jnspector general. Scott Breckenridge, to a So
hie staff member. Breckenridge, who had been responsi­
ble for Investigating the CTA-Mafa pW. maintained that
Trafflcante had bran providwg Castro >Uh drtaris of
the plot all along:--------- --------------------- • — — ■

But why would Santo TraHkante, of all people da
■ ehbUtaepasxibtrTxphKaga^pgpppscdln-i JnUnU ■

1961. report on Tfafficante by the Federal Bureau of
tarcotlcsf ’Thcfe ore unconfirmed nnnora In the Cuban
if rfugeo populitlofl Ir. Miami that, when Hd*i  Castro ran
ihe American racketeers out of Cuba and seirtd the osl- •
nos. he kept Santo Trufficante Jr. In Jad trmuk»-H ejw
pear lba\ he had a personal dislike forTrafflcante. when

- -In fact Trafficante b an agent of Castro.Traff leante b al­
legedly Cutro’s outlet for Illegal contraband In tha
country." •

The report goes-on toteuracyrbo contradictory re­
ports on Trafflcante’a relationship with Cirtro fart, bo- -
cause of Hr date, the allegations quoted are of great tt>

• terrat Back In l»l. tbo Maflab anUCxsCp credenltah
■ -were Impeccable. The Informants relied on by thenar-.
. ' cottes agents may have wrong la theE eosefario-a*  ~
.. but lt.ls bard to think of a pcsslblorif-serriBg motfro

f art abricatlng such a si ary.
Tbereare other indscstioas that there may bare been

tome working a^ngement between Castro and the
' bob Several reliable wime-xs — mart notably Grays-
•' ton Lynch, who was a senior case officer with lhe CL\ La
• Miami for eight years — xxsert that during the crucial

- carry ICGte Cutro relied oa Cuban Mafia contacts for
■ rmicb of bls Intelligence tn the exilejeommunity. And

" -<5axe apis Santo Trafflcante emerges as a crntral fig-
’ - tare, for Cutro b reported to have pakf of/'Ls Malta

agents through lhe Honda numbers racket — Bobu — .
•' which Trafflcante runs.
• * Here another Bureau of Nareotks report — this one

prepared bj agent Eugene Marshall—is inrtTvcCir
Fidel Castro has operatives in Tampa and Miami

makingheavyBoliubelswtthSantoTrafDcxnteJr.’sor-
gantsUon. The wtcD&g Bbiita numbers are taken from.
the las: three digits of the lottery drawing in Cuts ereiry
Sitta-day night" Accordlns to this report, prior to the
drawing, these operattva communicate with Cuba end

• idvbe which numbers are rectiring the heaviest pfey.
j • The Cuba lottery officials then rig the drawing..." Ac-

’ "cording to this report and others. Castros agents were
•" robbing Traflicxnie cf a large share of hb profits. The
• ’ Narootta Bureau wx$ afraid that, if Trafficinte’s Bobu

’ opera bon were ruined, be would concentrate even mere
; on the drug trade.

* • But Trafflcante was tn an" even belter paltroc than
.’ the led*  to know about raids on bls profits. Had be cbo-

aro to. be could have solved the problem crernlght by
shifting the payoff numbers from the Havana lottery to

. the weekly dog races In MlxmL as he finally did fa the
.,kje 1W&. If, then, these reports are tn be bolrred. Traffl-

rante’s Bollu may have served u one cf the p^rrr.Trtrr-t
. totbe Cuban intelligence network in the United Sutes.

’nivid.d Lcyxl&es.
•Flp 0 THOSE ONLY loosely familiar wttfrCbba in the

• A IKCte, omS tte-Mafte'rtmricate rote there. It nrcrt
• ,Kta absurd to suggest that lhe underworld could coj-

izborat e with Castro’s Intelligence But the Mafia b not &
j-CWDOllth and not all of Ils braxicbes’bad been Castro’s
;, ♦nemiss. The Mafia had placed mod of its bets on the
- .dictator Fulgencio Eattrta. but It had abo served as th®
-sgun runners for the revoJuttoturles. Castro, as well ^s
♦ most other Important Cuban revolutionary lesdera. had
. ■ previously dealt with and relied oa one or apaOrerTO-
,-derworld family for arms to carry oa the fight. . .
> .’-Ax the owners and managers of the luxury boteb and

gambling cmroa u> old Havana, the Mafia bad played a
-.pervasive role in Cuban Ufa. Seen after Castro's victory
—.*M  Uadcra w ere no longer wdcotne in Cuba as in opera-
. -boos vere progresavdy closed dowe; but Lt nm bad
<rtends and former business associate: high i£

•-^cveramtnt. Tho complexity'of tbo Mafte-Castro refa-
:..fasmhlp b exemplified by the ambiguities that serroond

—-;U>» knprifcoamctrt and-reJcaw cf TTafficute UlmatM la

_ ,lt was a time when thousands of enemas of tha rrro-
.* futtoa (and Trafflcante dearly seemed to fall Into thh
. category) were being summarily taken out and shot Tb«

Bureau of Narootta report suggests tho possibility that


