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INVESTIGATION OF THE ASSASSINATION OF
PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 1978

House of Representatives,
Select Committee on Assassinations,

Washington, D.C.
The select committee met, pursuant to adjournment, at 9:15 a.m.,

in room 345, Cannon House Office Building, Hon. Louis Stokes
(chairman of the select committee), presiding.

Present: Representatives Stokes, Devine, Preyer, Fauntroy,
Thone, Sawyer, Dodd, Ford, Fithian, and Edgar.

Staff present: G. Robert Blakey, chief counsel and staff director;
Gary Cornwell, deputy chief counsel; Michael Goldsmith, senior
staff counsel; and Elizabeth L. Berning, chief clerk.

Chairman Stokes. A quorum being present, the committee will
come to order.

The Chair recognizes Professor Blakey.
NARRATION BY G. ROBERT BLAKEY, CHIEF COUNSEL

Mr. Blakey. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
Cuba was an important concern of John F. Kennedy during his

brief administration. It prompted the occasion of his “darkest
hour”—the aborted Bay of Pigs invasion. In the missile crisis, it
also brought the United States—and the world—to the brink of a
nuclear holocaust. Understandably, therefore, among the many ef­
forts to understand the assassination, those that include a Cuban
element have been very prominent. Indeed, no less a figure than
President Lyndon B. Johnson expressed his private view that John
F. Kennedy might well have been the victim of the Cuban plot.

The Warren Commission explored the Cuban element in the
assassination of the President from two perspectives.

First, it considered the extent to which Oswald “might have been
motivated in the assassination by a.desire to aid the Castro regime,
which President Kennedy so outspokenly criticized.”

In the months preceding the assassination, left-wing literature to
which Oswald subscribed—chiefly “The Militant” and “The
Worker”—reflected an extremely critical attitude toward the Ken­
nedy administration’s policy toward Cuba. Indeed, much of what
appeared in these papers seemingly called for violent solutions to
Cuban problems with the United States.

The possibility that Oswald may have been influenced by this
literature seems real. Apparently in all seriousness, he told Mi­
chael Paine, the individual in whose home Marina was then living,
that “You could tell what they wanted you to do * * * by reading 
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between the lines.” Ultimately, however, the Warren Commission
decided that it could not ascribe to Oswald any one motive or a
group of motives. .

Second, the Commission considered the extent to which Oswald, s
trip to Mexico in late September and early October 1963—a trip
during which Oswald visited the Soviet Embassy and the Cuban
consulate in Mexico City—may somehow have been related to the
assassination. Based largely on the testimony of Sylvia Tirado de
Duran, a Mexican national employed at the Cuban consulate, the
Commission concluded the following about the visit.

r\\ Oswald first visited the Cuban consulate on September 27, 1963.
He requested an in-transit visa to permit him to visit Cuba en

route to the Soviet Union.
He was informed he could not obtain a visa to Cuba unless he

first got one to enter the Soviet Union, and he was told at the
Soviet Embassy he should not expect an answer to his visa applica­
tion for about 4 months.

He carried with him newspaper clippings and other documents,
some authentic and some forged, in an attempt to demonstrate he
was a “friend of Cuba.” ’

He used these documents, his previous residence in the Soviet
Union, and his marriage to a Soviet national to curry favor at the
Cuban consulate.

He persisted in his demand for a Cuban visa, resulting in a bitter
argument between him and the Cuban Consul, Eusebio Azcue
Lopez. Eventually, his request was denied, and he left, apparently
in anger.

Ultimately, the Warren Commission expressed its satisfaction
with the Duran account, noting that it had—

Reliable evidence from a confidential source that Senora Duran, as well as other
personnel at the Cuban Embassy, were genuinely upset upon receiving the news of
President Kennedy’s death.

It also indicated that—
’ * * confidential sources of extremely high reliability * * * establishes that her

testimony was truthful and accurate in all material respects.
The Commission also checked out a number of specific conspiracy

allegations stemming from Oswald’s trip to Mexico City, most of
which alleged that he had been enlisted by Cuban agents in a plot
to carry out the assassination. Nevertheless, the Commission con­
cluded:

Without exception, the rumors and allegations of a conspiratorial contact were
shown to be without any factual basis, * * *

History has not permitted so simple a resolution of the complex
questions surrounding the assassination, Cuba, and Oswald’s trip to
Mexico City. Ironically, too, it was the Premier of Cuba, not the
President of the United States, who was revealed and documented
in Senate Intelligence Committee hearings in 1976 as the target of
deadly serious assassination schemes.

Between 1960 and early 1963, the committee concluded, the CIA
conspired with known underworld figures to assassinate Premier
Castro. Following the missile crisis in October 1962, the CIA-Mafia
plots were brought to an end, or so we are told. But other assassi­
nation plots continued. Indeed, on November 22, 1963, a CIA case
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officer was planning the killing of Castro with an official of the
Cuban Government.

The revelation in 1976 that the Premier of Cuba was the target
of an unsuccessful assassination planned by the United States
served to fuel the fires of speculation that Cuba had been the
perpetrator of the successful effort against the President of the
United States in 1963. It was recalled that Premier Castro himself,*
in an interview with Associated Press reporter Daniel Harker on
September 7, 1963, seemed to be warning that U.S. leaders who i
approved terrorist attacks on Cuban leaders could themselves be
vulnerable. ®

The AP story was carried in the New Orleans Times Picayune on
September^97Uonsequently,"i't"'could have been read byTee Harvey
Oswald himself. But the evidence of Cuban intentions may be
interpreted in various ways. The Cuban delegate to the United
Nations was in contact on September 5, 1963 with William Atwood,
a U.S. delegate, to begin talks with the view toward starting the
process of normalizing relations. And Jean Daniel, a French jour­
nalist, was with Premier Castro on November 22. He described
Castro’s reaction to the news of the Kennedy assassination as one
of genuine surprise and deep regret.

The critics of the Warren Commission, too, have persisted in
their questioning of its conclusions, offering the theory that Oswald
met with Cuban agents and various additional allegations.

The most serious is the charge that it was, in fact, not Oswald
who visited the Cuban consulate, but an imposter. Critics cite as
evidence a photograph published by the Commission and thought
by the critics to have been taken by a surveillance camera outside
the Cuban consulate. It shows a burly man who bears no resem­
blance to Oswald, but who was identified as the individual who
visited the consulate at the time Oswald was supposed to have done
so.

Mark Lane, in his “Rush to Judgment,” raised the issue of the
mysterious photograph and asked, “Was someone posing as
Oswald?”

Another widely circulated story after the Warren report was
published is that Oswald, in a burst of anger on learning at the
Cuban consulate that he could not secure a visa to visit Cuba,
expressed an intention to assassinate President Kennedy.

The select committee has sought to explore a number of ques­
tions in connection with Oswald’s trip to Mexico City. Committee
members and staff made two separate trips to both Cuba and
Mexico. The cooperation of the Governments of Cuba and Mexico
was sought and secured. The committee and the staff expresses its
thanks to each government and those officials and citizens of each
country that helped the committee in its investigation.

Comment, however, must be made on the lack of cooperation by
the Soviet Government. The select committee, both informally and
through personal contacts and formally through the State Depart­
ment, sought the cooperation of the Soviet Government, not only
on Oswald’s alleged trip to Mexico City where he is supposed to
have visited the Soviet Embassy, but also in the period of time
Oswald lived in the Soviet Union. Various documents and files not

li made available to the Warren Commission but which the commit-



11 tee had a reasonable basis to believe existed were requested The
most important were the KGB surveillance files on Oswald. It was
hoped that these files particularly might have been assistance to
the committee in the crucial area of trying to ascertain Oswald s
motive in the assassination. Ironically the KGB may well have the
most complete file in the world on this crucial aspect of Oswald s
personality. . . , ,

In addition, a request was made to interview officials and boviet
citizens who had contact with Oswald. The Soviet Government
denied any relationship with Oswald or complicity in President

/ Kennedy’s death but declined to be of assistance, saying that it
I would be inappropriate for a grpat power to put itself in the

‘i^pbsiiioh-of "having to defend itself against possible suspicion of
' complicity m the deatlToflEeTeadeFof another country.

The committee posed to itself in its investigation in this area,
that is, Oswald’s trip to Mexico, as the following:

Was the man who visited the Cuban consulate in fact the man
later accused of assassinating President Kennedy?

When did the man alleged to be Oswald visit the Cuban consul­
ate?

What transpired at each visit?
Who were the Cuban officials who dealt with him?
Did he in fact express an intent to assassinate the President?
Did the man alleged to be Oswald have any companions in

Mexico City?
The first witness who had been scheduled to be heard on Os­

wald’s alleged trip to Mexico City was Sylvia Tirado Bazan, previ­
ously Sylvia Tirado Duran.

Ms. Tirado was employed in September 1963 as secretary to the
Cuban consul in Mexico City.
r Ms.' Tirado was born November 22, 1937, in Mexico City. She is
'/ presently employed by the Mexican Social Security Office.

Mr? Chairman, I understand that it has not been possible to
secure the appearance of Senora Tirado. I understand, however,
with your permission, Mr. Cornwell has a short presentation on
her testimony.

Chairman Stokes. The Chair will recognize Counsel Gary Corn-
well.

Mr. Cornwell. I might state, Mr. Chairman, that through the
assistance of the Mexican Government, three members of the staff
did interview Sylvia Tirado, whose present name is Sylvia Tirado
Bazan, on June 6, 1978.

The Mexican Government thereafter agreed that she could come
to the United States and testify at these hearings today. Mrs
Tirado Bazan also agreed to come. However, an unexpected busi­
ness engagement of hers prevented her appearance here today

There is a photo which was made of her at the time of the
mterview, which is being displayed on the easel and marked JFK
exhibit F-433, and we also have a transcript of the interview
marked for identification as JFK exhibit F—440A, and a tape re­
cording of excerpted portions of that interview which we have
marked for identification as JFK exhibit F-439.

Although the tape recording was not made for the purpose of
playing it at these hearings—it was simply at the time intended as
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a record of her statements—the staff has learned over the course of
the investigation that it is often possible to gain a better under­
standing of a witness’ testimony if you can hear or speak to the
witness. Thus, with your permission, Mr. Chairman, I would ask
that at this time each of those exhibits be admitted into evidence,
and that we play for the committee selected portions of her state­
ment.

Chairman Stokes. Without objection, they may be entered into
the record at this point, and you may proceed to play the record­
ing.

[The tape recording mentioned above, JFK exhibit F-439, is
being retained in committee files.]

[The information follows:]

JFK Exhibit F-433



JFK Exhibit F-440A

SELECT COMMITTEE CM ASSASSINATIONS

Date June 5, 1978 Time '

Place ■

name ?

Cornwell: And where's your present home address?

Tirado: Avenida Universidad 1900 Edificio 12 Departmerito 402
Colonia Numero De Terrenos

Cornwell:. For the record, my name is Gary Cornwell, and
with me here is Ed Lopez, Harold Leap and Dan
Hardwav. We represent the House Select Committee
on .Assassinations of the Congress of the United
States. Also with us here today representing
the Mexican Government is Honorio Escondon, Dr.-
Alfonso Orozco Contreras. Today is June 5, 1973
and the time is approximately 5:45 in the after­
noon.
Would you tell us what your date and place of
birth is?

Tirado: 22nd of November, 1937.
Cornwell: You speak English so if you like my questions
Interviewer Signature ■
Typed Signature Gary Cornwell■' •

/CTI Ml , -— . 1 ? ■ - " -r - - 1 fa 1 . j- - q_— □Date t—=*-br □—— 9 /o

!!aj.e Silvia Tirado tuuran;

Address 

Interview:
Cornwell: Would you state your
Tirado: Silvia Tirado Bazan.
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Silvia Tirado Interview
Pace 2.

Tirado:

translated we'll be happy to, and likewise, it
you'd like to answer ih English that would be
zine, or if you'd rather answer in Spanish, we’ll
translate it.
I try to speak in English.

Cornwell: All righn. If you have any question about the
way I phrase something or you don’t understand it,
simply ask and Mr. Lopez will translate it for you

Tirado:
Tour name in 1963 was what?
Silvia Tirado de Duran.

Cornwell: And your husband at that time.was who?
Tirado: Horacio Duran.
Cornwell: Are you presently employed?
Tirado: Yes.
Cornwell: Where's that?
Tirado: Social Security.
Cornwell: ?rior to that, what jobs did you hold?
Tirado: A. long while, Social Security. I used to write.
Cornwell: And any other jobs? Have you

held any other jobs?
Tirado: No.
Cornwell: At one time you worked for the Cuban Consulate.
Tirado: Yes.
Cornwell: ■Is that the only other job you ever held?
Tiraco: No.



Pace 3

Cornwell: Well, let's say back, since about 1950, could
you tell' us what the history of your employment
is? Have you had many jobs?

Tirado: I don't remember exactly , but uh, I used to work
for the Olympic Games'. I was a translator
for two months. And uh, another three months
I used to work for the, I don't know, it was an
Exhibit of Hispanic Art that was, I don't know
he went all over the World and I helped him
to choosa the pieces and as translator. I was
married in 1960. I separate in '63, July '68
and I start working.

Cornwell: During 1963, did you hold any jobs during that
year other than your employment at the Cuban
Consulate?

Tirado: No.
Cornwell: When did you first obtain the job at the Consulate

and how did you obtain it.
Tirado: Well, because I was uh, coordinating the Cuban,

the Mexican-Cuban Institute, the cultural
Institute in '62, I think, and that's where

'I met some people. Yes.
Cornwell: That was a private organization, is that correct?
Tirado: It's not exactly private. I don't know because

all the countries have—there is the American
there is the Russian

Institute,Athere is the
Institute,
French Znstitute.

It’s cultural relations between the countries
Cornwell: Was that associated with■ the Mexican Governme:
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Silvia Tirado Interview
.Pace 4 .

Tirado: I don't know exactly, but I think—you know
that, (Asks Orozco)

(Translat:ion) The objective is to present culturally the dir-
of

Orozco rerent embassies and consulates that are here in
Mexico.

Cornwell: What was your job with that organization?
Tirado: Coordinator.
Cornwell: And in connection with that, did you.know any

of the employees at the Cuban Consulate?
Tirado: .Yes, at the Cultural Attache.
Cornwell: And what were the names of those persons?
Tirado: Teresa Proenza and Luis Albert.

Cornwell: And who?
Tirado: Luis Albert
Cornwell: Did you in any other way knew any of the other

employees at the Consulate?
Ti rado: Yes, well I knew Azcue, Eusebio Azcue who was

a consul, and uh, Maria Carman Clivari — she's
dead.

Cornwell: She, in the summer of 19S3, was a secretary. Is-
that correct? (If you nod your head, the recorder
will not make any record of what your answer is.)

Tirado: Yes.
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Cornwell:

Tirado:

Would you then explain to us how it was that you
obtained the job at the Consulate?
Because my friend Maria Carman, she was dead—
she had an accident, and durinc the funeral I told
Azcue that if he wants me to help him, for some
people come from Cuba, just to help him. And of
course he says yes. They need some, people they
can trust, and I'd been working in the Institute.
So. . .

Cornwell: How was it that you knew Eusebio Azcue by
this time?

Tirado: I don't remember, because he was uh, he was an
Architect and he knew a lot of people, friends of
ours, I mean my husband and I.

Cornwell: Had he lived in Mexico for a lone period of time?
Tirado: Yes, yes.
Cornwell: And, because of his occupation, he would have known

your husband. Is that correct?
Tirado: Yeah, more or less.
Cornwell: Your husband Horacio was also an architect

at that time.
Tirade: Industrial designer. Yes, sir.

Cornwell: Approximately when was it that you first obtained
the job?

Ttraco: The eno or July or .August, early .August. I don't

I
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remember exactly.
Cornwell: And for how long did you continue to work there?
Tirade: Three or four months.
Cornwell: How lone after the assassination of President

Kennedy did you work there?
Tirado: Only two days.
Cornwell: During that period of time what were the hours of

operation of the Consulate?
Tirado: It was about 9:30 or 10:00 to 2:00 and in the

■afternoon about 5:00 to 3:00 or something. If we
have a lot of work, we stayed longer.

Cornwell: The hours were 10:00 to 2:00 and then 5:00 to
3:00. Is that correct?

Tirado: Yes, that's true.
Cornwell: Was the Consulate open for visitors during both

of those sets of hours?
Tirado: No, it was just in the morning.
Cornwell: Would you mind sketching for us what the physical

layout of the Consulate looked like at that time?
(pause) You have drawn a rectangular shape. What
formed the outside of it? Was it a solid wall around
the outside? Was the outside of the premises a
wall?

Tirado: Yes .
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Silvia Tirado Interview
Pace 7.

drew it. In the lower left-hand corner, there is

Tirado:
a small box you drew.
The consular.

What is that?

Cornwell: That's the consulate's office?
Tirado: Yes .
Cornwell: All right. We'll just put a one in that box, so

we'll know that's the consulate's office Then,

the door was . . .where, on the corner?, .you
remember the name of the streets, still today?

Tirado: This is Tacubayo. This is Francisco
Marquez.
You want me to write it down?

Cornwell: If you remember, yes.
Tirado: Here were the houses.
Cornwell: All right. You've labeled three sides of the

building with street names and on the fourth side
which on the top of the drawing, you said they are
houses. Correct?

Tirado: Yes.
Cornwell: What is in the long triangular shape on the draw­

ing above the Consular office?
Tirado: It was the commercial office.
Cornwell: ' All right. We'll just put a two in there. That's.
Tirado: And here was the cultural office.
Cornwell: And behind that, we'll mark it with a three, was
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Silvia Tirade Interview
Pace 3.

Ti r2.do : The Embassy. . .
Cornwell: . All right. We'll put a four in than. That's

the Embassy. And what's the small box in the
lower right-hand corner?

Tirado: I don't know how to say it in

English.
Cornwell: An entryway?
Lopez : Housekeeper.
Cornwell: Oh, a housekeeper? Okay. We'll, put a five in

there.
What is all the rest of the space inside the pre­
mises?

Tirado: Garden, it was garden. And here was the entrance
for the cars.

Cornwell: And where you indicated there was an entrance for
cars, we'll mark that seven. And all the interior
space which was garden, we'll mark with an eight.

Tirado: Down here there was a movie room.
Cornwell: Where, behind the. . .?
Tirado: Behind the cultural room?
Cornwell: Want to draw that?
Tirado: No, because this is the first floor.
Cornwell: Oh, it was on the second floor.
Tirado: Yeah. On the first floor was a projection. . .

movies.
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Cornwall: Were the space which we marked one, two, three
and also four, were they all two-story?

Tirado: Yeah.
Cornwall: Okay. And above the- space marked one, what was

there? '
The Consulat

Cornwell: So it was on two floors.
Tirade: Mo, there was another floor over here but it was

belongs to the commercial. . -Only on the first
floor was tha Consulate.

Cornwell: I see. What would be behind the Consulate on the

firs t £ Loor? In this area markerd two ?
Tirado: I don' remember.
Cornwell: You don ’t remember. So, where we marked two,

that was a second story in that area. Correct?

Tiraco: Warehouse perhaps.
Cornwell: Just a storage area or something like that, perhap

in the lower area marked two.
In. the space marked number one, which was the Con­
sular's Office, who all occupied that area?

Tirado: Well, Consul, the Vice Consul and the secretary.
Cornwell: Which was you.

Cornwell: During the time that we're interested in.
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The Consul's name of course was Eusebio Azcu
The Vice Consul's name was what?

Tirado: I don't remember.
Cornwell: All right.
Tirado: This was Consulate.
Cornwell: All right. You have divided the area that we

originally marked number one into two units.
The smaller unit indicates whera the Consul s
and you sat in a larger reception area in the
front?
All right. A.nd then, behind the Consul's off
was there another door? You marked than with
a heavier area, and that would be where he co
walk out into the courtyard. Is that correct
So if you wanted to get into the Consul's off
including the reception area from the courtya
you needed to walk through the Consul's Cffic
Is that accurate?
Yes .

Cornwell: Mow, what kind of a door was at the corner, t

lower left-hand corner here, so that if
one were to walk from your office to the stre
what kind of door was that? Glass, wood, sol
could you see through it?

Tirade: Mo, it was solid. I don't remember exactly,
oerhaos it was wood. 3ut it was solid.
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It would be at the same entrance?
Yes.
And from where you sac, you couldn't see outside
at all?
Mo.
You couldn't see any area in the yard? There was no gl

No. I can remember class, a window, yeah. I can
remember windows here, and perhaps here, but E. don't

remembe
Okay. There may have been windows for you to see
out in the street?
Yeah, but I couldn’t see outside because perhaps
they were very high.
While Mr. Lopez was asking you questions, he drew
a diagonal line across your office space. - Does
that represent anything? That line should not
have been drawn, is that correct?
Yeah. (Laughs.)
Now, did vou know a Teresa Proenza? Was she
employed at the Consulate or the Embassy?
The Embassy. She was the Cultural Attache.
She would have worked in the =irea marked number four?
Is that correct?
Weil, yes. But this was, this construction was uh,
afterwards. This was the Embassv and the Consulate



constructed. A building.
Cornwell: Constructed?
Tirado: Later. It was the old buildings.
Cornwell: Did she work there during the sane period of

time you did?
Tirado: Yes.
Cornwell: At that period where did she work? What area?
T2.2r2.co: Here.
Cornwell: . That's the area we marked number -three on the

diagram.
Did you know a Louisa Calderon?

Tirado: Louisa? Yes, she was in the commercial. . .
be on-the diagram?

■ado
area we marked number two?
I think her office was.exactly above mine.

She was a secretary. And I think it was above.
Either above the area we marked one, or the area
marked two, but on the second Level.
Yes.
Do you know the names of any other employees who
worked there at the time?
No, I don't remember.

Eusebio Azcue, is that correct?



And do you recall approximately when he arrived.
in Mexico City and began to learn the job so he
could take it over from Eusebio Azcue?

ido : i didn't understand, what did you say please?
iwe 1 1: Do you remember approximately when he arrived?

And began to learn the work from Azcue.
.co: Mo, some weeks earlier, Z don't remember.
iwell: Would it be accurate to state that your best ciemo

as you told us when we spoke to you informally
before we turned the tape recorders on, that
he was already there when you met the man you
later identified as Oswald?

.CO: Yes.

.we 11: Now. .
do: 3ut he wasn't there when Z started workinc at the

Embassy, at the Consulate.
.we 11 j Okay. So he must have arrived in late summer or

perhaps September, or something like that.
do: Yes.
we 11: Mow, were there telephones in the office?
do: Here.
well: You had one at your desk?
CO : This is the desk and here was a little table.

I chink it was the telephone. Here was the



Silvza Taraco interview
Pace 15.

safe box. And here was the Archive.

Lopez: Archives.
Cornwell: So you've drawn two smaller boxes next to your

desk. One of them was like a filing cabinet, o
for storage of records?

Tirade: Zes. This one. The Files.

Cornwell: And the other one was a table.
Tirado: No., here was the safe box.
Cornwell: Oh, a safe. I see, a safe.

And there was a phone at the desk?
Tirado: Yes.
Cornwell: And did Azcue also have a telephone?

Cornwell:
Tirado:
Cornwall:

Tirade:

Yes, it was the same but with an extension.
Extension.
Here was the door.
All right. 1953, where were you living"
Did you have more chan one residence?
Yes. Constituyentes 143.

Cornwell: And during what part of 1953 was that?
Tirado: When I moved there?

Bezore a started working, at tne Embassy. But
just a few weeks. . .

Cornwell: So sometime in the summer of 1953? Did vou ha'
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Silvia Tirado Interview
Page 15.

a telephone at your home?
Tirado: Mot at the moment that Oswald came. Because

we had just moved. I think we moved in
July because we^were separated in July, also^,
July '63 and it is 'when the contract finished.

i,So perhaps. . .
Cornwell: I see. Your rent contract ran out in July of '
Tirado: Yes.
Cornwell: About the same time that you and Horatio were d

vorced?
Tirado: Yes.
Cornwell: □id you, you say that because of your move, it t

some time to get a telephone in your home?
Tirado: Yes .
Cornwell• And do ycu remember approximately when it was t

you finally cot that in?
Tirado: At the assassination we had, a, let me see, we

didn't have telephone—days later.

Cornwell: It was sometime after the assassination that yo
first got a telephone in this residence.

Tirado: Yes .
Cornwell: And do you by any chance recall the telephone n

ber at the Consulate?
Tirado: Oh, so many times I write it down. Perhaps it

was li-23-^5, oerhaos?
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Cornwell: Could it have been 11 28 47?
Tirado: Perhaps.
Cornwell: When wera you first advised that we wanted to

speak to you?
Tirado: Last weak.
Cornwell: And since that time, of course, last Wednesday,

I believe it was, wa spoke to you informally,
and told you basically what we were interested in.
And learned most of what you could remember about
the events we were interested in. Correct?

Tirado: Yes.
Cornwell: Apart from that, have you had any other opportuni­

ties to read anything, or speak to anyone, in
order to refresh your memory about the events?

Tirado: Yas. In October of '76 some journalist from the
Washington Post came to interview me.

Cornwell: We are familiar with the story that appeared in
the Washington Post at approximately that time.
apart from that have you for instance read
the Warren Commission P.epcrt?

Tirado: Yes.

Cornwell: When did you last have an occasion to read that?
Tiraco: Uh, when Horacio told me you were coming,

was writing, and I try to remember exactlv and t’ei
starting saying that again, the nightmare came, and so c: 



23

Silvia Tirado Interview
.pace 13.

and. so on, and I wanted to check the dates.
Cornwell: . So, last week sometime, you had a chance to

read it over again?
Tirado: No, not everything just the one little thing. ■
Cornwell: Just the part that dealt with Mexico City and

your testimony and that sort of thing. Correct?
Tirado: Yes.
Cornwell: Let me ask you, when you read that, was there any

part of it that seemed to you to be inaccurate?
Tirado: Inaccurate? .
Cornwell: Not correct.
Tirado: Not Correct? Yes, but with the Warren Commission,

I get angry when I start reading it because they
make some afirmacionnes (ph).

Lopez: Allegations or conclusions.
Tirado: Yes. I don't like it. So I tried to erase it.
Cornwell: Okay. What specifically about the report was it

that makes you angry?
Tirado: That I was a — let me see how to say it—, I

don't remember exactly, but uh, I did more to Oswald
when he was here than was my job, than it was extra.

Cornwell: You mean part of the report that suggests that you
went beyond your duties at the Consulate, that you
exceeded your authority, and you thought that
you did not do so. Is that correct?



Tirado: Correct.
Cornwell: Is there anything else about the Warren Commis­

sion Report's resume of the facts that you felt
was inaccurate, that made you mad?

Tirado: I cannot answer that because I only read at that
time two pages. I didn't read the whole thine'.

Cornwell: Okay. In addition to looking at that in order to
refresh your memory, have you had a chance to
speak to any one else?

Tirado: Mo, it was just for checking my writing.
Cornwell: What writing was that?
Tirado: Well, I was trying to remember everything that

happened in the interrogatory. It was not hard,
I mean, what I celt, but uh, what the oolice
had done to me, so it was my
but I'm writing, I'm writing an autobiographia
how do you say that, and this is a
chapter.

Cornwell: I see.
Tirado:
Cornwell:

(Laughs.)

Directing your attention then to approximately
late September of 1953, as we Learned from vou the
other day, a man came to the Consulate, a man who
you later associated with pictures in the news­
paper and a name in the newspaper of the alleged
assassin of the President. Is that correct?
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Tirado: Yes.
Cornwell: Do you remember how many times he came to the

Consulate?
Tirado: Three times.
Cornwell: Do you remember the date or dates upon which those

three visits occurred?
Tirado: No, I saw the application.

you showed me the other day, and in the Warren
Commission was September 27, but I.didn’t remember,
of course, until I read it.

Cornwell: All right. Do you have a recollection whethe.- it
was all on one day or on separate days.

Tirado: The same day.
Cornwell: On the very first visit, would you describe to us

what the man said and did, and what you said i.i 
response?

Tirado: Yes, he, well, he enter and he ask me if I sperk
English and I say yes, and then he star- askinc
me about requirements to go to Cuba, to get a
visa to go to Cuba, and I explain it.

Cornwell: What did you explain?
Tirado': Well, that he needed to, he said that a

transit visa so that he needs a visa to the
country that he was going, from; if it was a
Socialist country, the visa was given, as soon
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as he jets the other visa, and uh. . ..
Cornwell: When he first asked about the requirements for

a visa, did he tell you that his objective was
to co to Cuba or to another country?

Tirado: To the Soviet Union.
Cornwell: Did you ever suggest to him that there was any

alternative means to acquire a visa other than
the in-transit visa requirement which you just
described?

Tirado: I don't remember, I mean I hardly remember. Hut
what I used to say is if you want to go to Cuba,
you need or you have to have friends in Cuba, so .
thev mav, what do you say, take responsibility, o— you

get the visa. That was one way, no? And the
other way was in-transit.

Cornwell: Okay. If I understand then, you don’t have a
distinct recollection about exactly what you said
to Oswald, but you assumed it was what you said
to everyone who came in, which was that you ex­
plained both processes, that they either must
have friends in Cuba or the in-transit visa could
be granted if they got a visa from another country.

Tiraco: Wo, if only they asked me. Because they usually
go there and say, ”i want to go to Cu-va." But

-- tney say I’m ^ust in transit, then I exolain
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Cornwell: Okay, then. Let me see if I can rephrase it and
get what's in your mind as best we can.
Is it your best recollection that you did explain
both alternatives to Oswald?

Tirado: I don't remember exactly, because I think he im­
mediately says that he wants to go to Russia, and
he was in transit to co to Cuba. I think he im­
mediately says so.

Cornwell: Okay. So then your best recollection that you
may have only explained the in-transit visa pro­
cess. Is that correct?

Tirado: Yes.
Cornwell: But, I gather from the way you have answered the

question, there is still the possibility that you
also discussed with him going to Cuba if he had'
friends, but you're not sure about that second
one. Is that accurate?

Tirado: Yes .
Cornwell: Mow, after this first basic explanation, what if anythin?

did he say or do?
.Tirado: "•Jell, I don't remember exactly. He show all the

paper that he hed,when he cave me the application
when he came back, . . .

Cornwell: Okav. Wait a minute. Just the first visit.



he said that he was a friend of the Cuban Revolu­
tion, and when he showed me all the scrap
paper that he has.

Cornwell: All right. You don't remember if that was on the
first or the second occasion. Correct?

Tirado: Yeah, I don't remember.
Cornwell: Nevertheless, he did leave to go get photographs,

and he did return?
Tirado: Yes.
Cornwell: □id he return with the photographs?



29

Silvia Tirado Interview
Page 24.

Cornwell: So, from all the circumstances, did it appear
to you that he just went somewhere locally and
had the pictures made?

Tirado: Yeah. I think that I already explained (to) his
where he could take the photographs

Cornwell: You told him some locations in town where he
could go? Were there some right in the neigh­
borhood of the Consulate there?

Tirado: That I don't remember.
Cornwell: All right. 3ut at any rate you knew of some

place at the time, mentioned one or two places
to him?

Tirado: Yes.
Cornwell: Correct?. . .Did you look at the photos when.he

brought them back, careful about to be sure that
was the same man who was standing in front of
you?

Tirado: Yes.
Cornwell: And what did you do at that time?
Tirado: I filled cut application.
Cornwell:_ You personally typed it, and did you type it in

duplicate or triplicate or just one copy?
Tirado: Duplicate.
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Tirado: Carbon?
Cornwell: Did you have it twice or did you type one and

make two copies?
Tirado: Only one.
Cornwell: And made two?
Tirado: Yes .
Cornwell: And what did you do with the- photographs?
Tirado: Stapled them. • '
Cornwell: Stapled them?
Tirado: Yes .
Cornwell: On top of the application.
Tirado: Yes.
Cornwell: The application has a place on it for a date, is

that correct?
Tirado: Yes .
Cornwell: Did you type in the date that was in fact that

day?
Tirado: Yes.
Co rnwe11: Let's just talk hypothetically for a moment. Is

there any chance that he was at the Consulate on
more than one day?

■

>io. . I read yesterday, an article in the Reader’s
Direst, and they say he was at the Consulate on
three occasions. He was in Friday, Saturday, and
Monday. . .That’s not true, thatls false.
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Tirado: Xo.
Cornwell: Do you recall any problem coming.up where he

needed to know it? For any other reason?
Tirade: Me ■ to know his address?
Cornwell: Mo, for him to know. Did he have any problem,

did he have any need to know it himself? Do
you remember anything along those lines? TIRADO: Mo
Going back to the second visit, is it your memory
that you typed the application in duplicate,
you stapled the pictures at the too of each copy,
is that correct?

Tirado: Yes.
Cornwell: Then what did you do with the application?
Tirado: Well, I used to put it in a file, and uh, I used

to keep one copy, another to send, the original,
we used to send to Cuba. And I think I have another fi

Co rnwe11: Was he required to sign the application?
Tirado: He signed it, yes.
Cornwell: Did he sign one or both of them?
Tirado: I think both, it has to be.
Cornwe11: Was there any requirement in the Consulate that he

do it in any particular person's presence? Anvone
have to watch him while he sicted it?

Tirado: I cor.’t know, I meen I just don’t remember.
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Cornwell: As a hypothetical, did Azcue have to watch peo­
ple sign the applications?

Tirado: No. He was in his office.
Cornwell: So you could handle that all by yourself.
Tirado: Yes.
Cornwell: Did he sign it in your presence?
Tirado: Yes.
Cornwell: Did anything else occur on the second visit, any

other conversation, or any ocher event?
No, but I told you, it's uh, he said that he was
a friend of the Cuban Revolution. He show me
letters to the Communist Party, the American Com­
munist Party, his labor card, and uh, he's work­
ing in Russia, I don't remember exactly, but he
said on his application, his license number. . .

Cornwell: Marriage license?
Tirado: (Spoke in Spanish.) Se dice serup los recortes del

pericdico
Cornwell: Okay, we had to pause for a second to turn the

tapes over. As I recall, you were explaining the
kinds of things he brought with him.
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from Cuba and saying give the visa to this peo­
ple that's coming and somebody say oh, yes, you
have your visa here.
Do you recall anything else happening on the se­
cond occasion? Or have you related all that's in
your mind on that?
Mo. It was strange. I mean because if you are
a Communist and you're coming- from a country
where the Communist party is not very well seen,
and in Mexico City that the Communist- Party was
not legal at that moment — crossing
the border with all of his paper, it was not.
logical. I mean, if you're really Communist,
you go with anything, I mean just nothing, just
your passport, that's all. And that was some­
thing that I didn't like it but. . .
So, you were a little suspicious of the amount
of documentation he brought?

Did you say anything to him about that?
Perhaps I told him, what are you doing with all
of this? And he said to prove I'm a friend of yours
Did you discuss your suspicions with anyone else?
With the Consul.
With Ascue?
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Tirado: Yes .
Cornwell: Do you remember when than discussion occurred?
Tirado: It was afterwards.
Cornwell: Was that after his second visit as you recall?
Tirado: It was during has third Visit.
Cornwell: During his third visit. All right.

Let's back up again for just a moment.
What time of day as best as you'recall did he
come to the Consulate the first time?

•Tirado: Perhaps it was eleven o'clock or something like
that, ten thirty.

Cornwell: And the second time?
Tirado: About twelve, or eleven, no, about one o’clock.
Cornwell: . Okay. The first one was roughly late morning,

and the second one was early afternoon.
Tirado: Yes.
Cornwell: And then, why did he leave the second time?
Tirado: To get his Russian visa'.
Cornwell: Would it have been the standard procedure in the

Cuban Consulate, to take the application, have
him sign it, and have it ready to go in the file
if the request was an in-transit, for an
in-transit visa, even though he did not have the
visa trom the third country. Or from another
country?

Tirado: Uh, huh.
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Cornwell: All right.
Tirado: Yes, I did send it to Cuba.
Cornwell: All right. Okay. So, then you sent him, in

effect, to the P.ussian Embassy. And it was at
that point after he left that you spoke to. . .

Tirado: No.
Cornwell: No, you didn't speak to the Consulate at all yet.
Tirado : No.

TIP-ADO:
Cornwell: Had there been anv oroblem at all yet? No
Cornwell: So far, it's like any normal visa application.
Tirado: Yes .
Cornwell: Would it have been consistent with the procedures

in the Consulate for you to have allowed him to
take one or both of the applications typed up
outside the Consulate?

Tirado : I don't remember very well if uh, there were only
two copies. I mean, one original and one copy,
but uh, it could have happened, but 1 don' t remembe:

Cornwell: Okay. To the best of your memory then, the per­
son who made the application was not permitted to
have a copy.

Tirado: I don't know. I don't remember.
Cornwell: ■Okay. You're not sure. But your tentative me-

mory is that would not have occurred.
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And I think that if you fill it in in hand­
writing, I have to type it, for, to send it

to Cuba.
Cornwell: So, at most, you would allow someone to fill it

out and bring it in so you could type it?
Tirado: Yes.
Cornwell: If that procedure was employed, allowing someone

else to fill it out, would you still be required
to check the photograph to be sure.it was accurate?

Tirado: Yes .
Cornwell: Would you still require the person to sign it

in your presence?
Tirado: Yes.
Cornwell: Just so we can keep our documents straight, let’s

just mark as Exhibit Number 1 the. diagram you
drew earlier. And we will mark now on the back
a photograph and we'll ask you some questions
about it. We’ll mark it as Exhibit Number 2.
This is a photograph of what would appear to be
a visa application. Does it appear to be basically
the type of visa application that we have been
speaking about?

Tirado: .Yes. The numbers, I think they’re mine.
Cornwell: The numbers in the upper right-hand corner which

are hand-written?

Tirado: I think so.

sure.it
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Cornwell: Those appear to you to be in your handwritinc.
Tirado: Yeah, because when I file I write in the number,

the following number?
Cornwell: Okay. And on the very bottom of the application

where it says "para uso de la mision" that
means it's filled in by someone associated with
the Cuban Government. Is that correct. Or the
Consulate?

Tirado: Yes.
Cornwell: Who, according to the usual procedure, filled

out that portion.
Tirado: Me.
Cornwell: The other day when we talked to you informally,

you read through the words in that section. Is
that correct?

Tirado: Yes. I remember.
Cornwell: And you memory is that you in fact typed that

section on this application.
Tirado: Yes. I used to do this with all the applications
Cornwell: And under that, there is a signature.
Tirado: Yes.
Cornwell: Are you able to tell whose signature that is?
Tirado: No, I was thinking it was Mirabal, but no—— I

couldn’t sign any papers.
Cornwell: Okay. So it was definecly not your signature?
Tirado: No.

Cornwell: Do you know whether, accordinc to normal o’-oce--"
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any particular person routinely placed his
name at that location?

Tirado: No, only the Consulate. People in the Consulate

Cornwell: What would be the purpose of a signature in the
lower right-hand corner?

Tirado: I don't know, perhaps to check that it was right
as it was written.

Cornwell: Did you ever see the Consulate or any other
employee routinely sign the applications at
the location?

Tirado: I don't remember, but what I used to do was
put the originals in one packet and that was
with a letter to the Minister, de Relaciones
exterister (Spanish), How do you say that?
(Lopez - Minister of Foreign Relations), and I
used to give to the Consul so he sign the papers
and send it to Cuba.

Cornwell: ' Okay. One copy stayed in the Consulate and one
was mailed to Cuba, to the Minister of Foreign
Relations.

Tirado: Yes.
Cornwell: Is it possible then that the signature in the

lower right-hand corner is someone in Cuba?
Tirado: Perhaps that one that get it.
Co rnwe11: That receives it in Cuba. All right, the stamp,
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which appears slightly over the name, the hand­
written name, Lee H. Oswald, when did that get
placed on the application if you know?

Tirado: Perhaps in the moment that he sign?
Cornwell: Was that part of the normal procedure? Did you

have a stamp as you recall to do. that?
Tirado: Yes.
Cornwell: And was that a means of authenticating the sig­

nature, that you would stamp on top of it like
that?

Tirado: I think so- Because let me see.
This was signed by Cuba, I think, because this
was October 10. This was the answer, perhaps.

Cornwell: So there's a date you just pointed to, around
the middle of the application reading 10-CCT. 1963
and you are assuming, I take it, that that was
the date placed on the document in Cuba?

Tirado: Perhaps but I don't know.
I don't know the date of when we send the applica­
tion.

Cornwell: Or it was placed on there when vou mailed it?
Tirado: Yes..
Cornwell: Do vou know which?
Tirado: I don't know.

Cornwell: You don't remember which? Could it have been

date upon which the application was received
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in the Consulate here in Mexico City?
Tirado: In return.
Cornwell: In return? Back from Cuba? Is that what you

mean?
Tirado: Perhaps. I don’t know that.
Cornwell: Could it have been the date you received it

from Oswald?
Tirado: Mo, because it was the same date.
Cornwell: Okay. ’The only date on here of receipt from

Oswald was the one near the top, the second line,
which reads: 27 Sep. 1963. .

Tirado: Yes.
Cornwell: So I guess the best we can do is say that you don'

have a distinct recollection of how the 10th of
October date would have gotten placed on here. Cor

Tirado: Yeah.
Cornwell: How long normally would it have taken between the

receipt of an application and the date that it
would have been mailed to Cuba?

Tirado: Well, it depends on the flight. We had, I don’t
remember in that time, if we were three flights
from Cuba to Mexico and from Mexico to Cuba and
it depends on the work that we have to do, if we
have a lot of work we wouldn't have sent it immedi
or,—valise diplomatics, How do you say it?

Cornwell: Diplomatic pouch.
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Cornwell: Would there have been some usual amount of time?
How much could it vary?

Tirado: The flights were Monday, Wednesday and Friday,
I think. And uh, well, we send a bunch if, I
think, I don't knew, when what day in the week
was the 27th? Perhaps if it was Wednesday, we
would send next Friday, or next Monday. Or...

Cornwell: I have another photograph of just the upper left­
hand corner of the same document, which we'll
mark as Exhibit 3 on the back, and ask you if,
to the best of your recollection, that is a photo­
graph of the man whom you saw on or about the 27th
of September?

x don't understand- A moment ago, did you say that 
there was a normal wee that mailings
to Cuba occurred?

Tirado: Would you please repeat the question?
Cornwell: Was there a usual day, did the mailings to Cuba

usually occur on one given day of the week?
Tirado: Yes, I don't remember exactly, but I think it was

on Friday, perhaps, that we make, we send amplica­
tions. Yeah, it was one day to sand all the aooli
cations.

Cornwell: All right. So, if we were to tell vou the 27tl
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Cornwell:

Tirado:

!ornwell:

'irado:
brnwell:
irado:

wait for the answer, no, it was necessary
that he has to have first a Socialist visa; the
Russian visa. And, uh, . . .
□id he show you his passport with a visa in it?
From the Russian Embassy?
No, No. I dont' remember exactly but what I remem­
ber is he says that he already has his.Russian visa
and I said I don't see it and well, I don't remem­
ber exactly what we discussed in that moment. Rut
he was very stubborn. So, I say, well, I'm going
to call to the Russian Consul, so I called the
Russian Consul and I said hey, listen, here's a
man that, he say that he already got his Russian
visa. And he said, yes, I remember it. He came
to us for visa but uh, the answer will be in three
or four months, that was the usual time.

So as you recall, then, the person at the Russian
Embassy said in effect, no, he doesn't have it yet,
he's only applied for it. Is that right?
Yes .
Okay. Go ahead.
And uh, and I told him what the Russian Consulate
says and then, he was angry. He get angry. And
he insisted that he was a friend of the Cuban Re-
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volution, that he has already been in jail for
the Cuban Revolution, that uh, oh, that he
wanted that visa and that he couldn't wait for
so lone time because uh, his Mexican visa was
finished in three days. So he was insistent and uh,
I didn't have time and well, I couldn't make him
understand that. So, I went to the Consul's
office and I explained to him, and would you please
come and talk with him? Axcue came, Mirabel I
think he didn't speak English, so Azcue came and
told him those things, all the requirements that he
needs to fly to Cuba, and he was really angry. He

1/ was red and he was almost crying and uh, he was

insisting and insisting so Azcue told him to go away
because if he didn' t go away at that moment he was
going to kick him, or something like that. So,
Azcue went to the dcor, he opened the door and
told Oswald to go awav.

Cornwell: Okay. So he went to the door which was in the
area we marked 'one,' which was the Consulate
Office?

Tirado: r Yes...Remember, I was feeling pitv for him

I because he looked desparate.
Cornwell: I He locked desparate?
Tirado: [ yes.
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Cornwell: So, you felt kind of sorry for him?
Tirado: Yes.
Cornwell: ' At any time during these three contacts, did he

indicate to you that he could speak or understand
Spanish?

Tirado: No.
Cornwell: During this period was your normal work week, did

it include Saturdays?
Tirade: Yes.
Cornwell: Is it possible that, in addition to" his visits on

Friday, he also came back the following day on
Saturday morning?

Tirado: No.
Cornwell: How can you be sure of that?
Tirado: Because, uh, I told you before, that it was easy

to remember, because not all the Americans that
came there were married with a Russian woman, they
have live(d) in Russian and uh, we didn't usad to
fight with those people because if you, they came
for going to Cuba, so apparently they were friends,
no? So we were nice to them with this man we fight,
I mean we had a hard discussion so we didn’t want
to have anything to do with him.

Cornwell: Okay. I understand that but I don't understand
how that really answers the question. In other
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Tirado: But what I remember is that Oswald has my tele­
phone number and my name and perhaps he show to
the doorman (Spanish).

Cornwell: When did you give him the telephone number and
name ?

Tirado: In the second visit, perhaps.
."Cornwell: Okay.
Tirado: I used to do that to all the people, so they don't

have to come and to bother me. So I used to give
the telephone number and my name and say "give me
a call next week to see if your visa arrived."

Cornwell: Well- Are you saying that based on your memory
the guard was allowed to bring people in during
the five til] eight o'clock at night uh, sessions
during the week but not bn Saturdays?

Tirado: No.
Cornwell: Is that correct?
Tirado: Yes.
Cornwell: Do you have a distinct recollection with respect

to telephone calls to the Russian Consulate, was
it just one call or was it more than one call?

Tirado: Only one.
Cornwell: Just one.

The . . .1 believe I asked you this, but just to
be sure, although the application was typed with
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(meaning Fidel Castro) said that Oswald
had come to the Cuban Consulate twice,
each time for about fifteen minutes. The
first time, I was told, he wanted to work
for us. He was asked to explain but he
wouldn't, he wouldn't co into details. The
second time he said he wanted to free Cuba
from American imperialism. Then he said
something like 'Someone ought to shoot
that President Kennedy.' Then Oswald said,
and this is exactly how it was reported to
me, maybe I'll try to do it."

Do you recall any conversation like that in
either what was said to you by Oswald or that
was said by Oswald to Azcue or anyone else that
you might have overheard?

ado: No, I don't remember.
nwell: Did any part of that conversation occur?
ado: No, because I don't remember that he says he was

to go to work in Cuba because he only that he
wanted to go in-transit. That's what I remember

nwell: What do you think, well, first let me ask you,
do you think that conversation could have occurr
and you just forgot it? In other words, is that
the kind of conversation which, if it occurred,
you would definitely remember it?

ado: Yes. Hecause in the fight with .Azcue there was
shouting and crying and things like that. I cou
miss something, but not, because even would
sav so, I mean, I could have heard, no, I mean
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if you kill President you're not going to
change the whole system.
You see, that's why I give you answer,
even Azcue. I mean that's not the, I don't think
so, that he had that conversation with anyone.
He was arguing. . .

Cornwell: Do you remember any part of the conversation
indicating that Oswald blaming the United States
or President Kennedy for his inability to get
to Cuba?

Tirado: I don't remember but that could be possible.
Cornwell: In other words, if he's frustrated'and he comes

to the Cuban Consulate, he might feel animosity
or anger towards various people. He might be
angry at you, or Azcue, or at the Cuban Govern­
ment or at the Russian Government or perhaps the
united States Government, depending on how the
conversation went. What do you recall about that?
Who was he angry at when told he couldn't go to
Cuba
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come from Cuba.
Cornwell: You mentioned earlier that you had discussed

with Azcue on this, as I understood this, during
the third visit with Oswald, the suspicion that
you had about the documents. Is that accurate
or did I misunderstand?

Tirado: Mo, it was the third time when I told Azcue that
there was a man that bother me, that when I told
him about, this man, I mean because it was normal, I
used to, that was my job, to attend people who
come in so I didn't have to bother the Consul
for every man who came, because there was a lot
crazy men from the United States that they wan'fed
to go to Cuba.

Cornwell-. Okay. So, from what I understand then, when you
went in to Azcue. to bother him, since you normally
didn't do that sort of thing, you gave him a sort
of background resume of your dealings with Oswald.
Is that correct?
Yes .
And was it at that point that you told him of your
suspicion about the documents?
I think so.
What was his reaction? Azcue's?
He was worrying. When he went to my office,

i
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Tirado: Repeat the question please.
Lopez: Did vou ever have a conversation with Az cue.

when Oswald was not in the office about the pos­
sibility that he was an intelligence agent for
seme country?

Tirado: f No, no. Z don’t think so. We only thought that
I was
/a crazy man, an adventurer, or something like
that.

Leap: Did it ever enter your mind that he was a pene­
tration agent?

Tirado: Perhaps. Perhaps, because it happened, it hap­
pened sometimes that somebody came and say
this is a policeman or something like that.

Leap: That's all the questions that I have.
Tirado: The only thing that I can say, it was that it was

strange, travelling with all of his documents
■just to prove one thing.

Lopez: Do you think now, looking back on what happened
then, that he may have been an intelligence agen

Tirado: Perhaps.
Cornwell: Did anything else ever come to your attention?

That caused that suspicion? Other than just his
presentation of the documentation? Anything els
ever happen?

Tirado: With him? No, no. The only thing that was stra
is that if you belong to the Communist Party,
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any party. Your French, but French could get Cuban Vi

but Mexico, for instance, if you're Mexican
and you’ra a member, of the party, of the Commu-
nisi: Partv, you don't have to go and ask for
application visa because the party writes to the
Cuban Communist Party, and they arrange every­
thing, That was the strange thing. There's no
need. At first, he said that he was a Communist.
That was strange. Because it would be really
easy for him to get the visa through the Commu-

.At any point in the conversations that you have
nist: Party.

Cornwell:
told us about, did Oswald say anything indicating
that he really wanted to stay in Cuba?

Tirado: No. He just wanted to go and visit and saw
what was the Revolution.

Cornwell: Okay. That's sort of what I meant. In other words
he did indicate that he didn't just want to pass
through, that he wanted to spend some time there.
Is that correct?

Tirado: Yes.
Cornwell: What do you recall about that part of the conver­

sations?
Tirado: I told him that he get to Cuba, for instance,

at two o'clock, and there was a olane going to
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Russia at five o'clock, he has to stay in the
airport, in the Cuban airport. That he couldn't

go out.
Cornwell: Why didn't you tell him that?
Tirado: Because he was saying that he wanted to go to

Cuba to visit and to see what the revolution

had made.
Cornwell: □id you ever see him again, after the argument

with Azcue?
Tirado: No.
Cornwell: □id you ever talk to him again?
Tirado: No.
Cornwell: Not in person nor by telephone.
Tirado: No, he never call.

He could have called when Z wasn't there, but Z
used to get the message, if somebody answer, Z
used to get a message.

Cornwell: Did anyone else overhear any of the conversations
you have described? Other than the one time in
which Azcue was involved?

Tirado: Yes. Could be that people from the Commercial
Office, could be Mirabal.

: Cornwell: Was there anyone else physically present in the
Consulate's Office during those conversations as
you can recall?
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’irado: I can't remember. The only thing that I remem­
ber is that it was only Mirabal.

:ornwell: And did Mirabal cone out in the reception
area during the conversations as you recall?

'irado: No, I think he stay in his office.
brnwell: But he could have overheard it at the time.
'irado: Yes, everybody who was passing through, even in

the streets, they were shouting, really!
!ornwell: Were the windows up as I guess they might have

been at that time of year?
'irado: (Didn't understand.)
Ornwell: The windows would have been up? The windows to

the Consulate Office would have been open?
irado: What? I. . .
ornwell: In other words, you're saying people on the str

might have overheard.it?
irado: Yes, yes.■ If you were here and there was alway:

here, they could have heard the shouting, the
Lots of noise in background, unintelligible.)

overheard.it
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Interview:
Cornwell: You told us previously when we discussed informally

with you that you were sympathetic towards the Cuban
Revolution during the early 1960's—

Tirado: Yes.
Cornwell: Did you ever overhear any conversation either in the

Consulate or among any of the people you may have as­
sociated with concerning the possibility of killing
the President?

Tirado: No, because I think the people I used to know during
that time, they think like me, and I think the death
of a man doesn't make anything good, I mean, you
have to change the structures, I mean, it's just
like a building, no? The President is like, I mean,
for instance, a roof—not the top, but if you take
the top, the building still stands. You have to de­
stroy the whole building, not one man. If you kill
the man, you make a hero. So, is no good.

Cornwell: What’ were your own feelings towards President Kennedy?
Interviewer Signature 
Typed Signature Gary Cornwell _

'Date transcribed 5-26-73
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Corr.we 11: At least--

Cornwell

of a country that is against uh, against Latin
America, undeveloped countries, you don't love
them, of course, but you may see that is different,
that he has been a good President, that he was, I
think he was ingenious with his Alliance for Progre:
that he tried to have more friends, not like Dulles
who said we don't have friends, we have interests,
things like that. Do you know that phrase?

: One more time.
Lopez: (Speaks to Tirado in Spanish.) Dulles.
Tirado: He said once the United States has no friends, they

have interests. (Speaks in Spanish.) And Kennedy

Cornwell

tried to destroy that phrase, saying we want to hav
friends. And he was changing the politics of Latin
America, Kennedy.

: So, you're saying that because of President Kennedy
policies towards Latin America, that even the part

Tirado:

of the Mexican people who were sympathetic no the
Cuban Revolution, they also very much liked Preside
Kennedy?
I think so. Now, I'm not sure, I mean I--

Tiradc: Yeah, but you make difference with one President an

Cornwell: I understood vour answer to mv question a moment
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I asked you if at any time during the early 1960's
vou had overheard any conversations among people
who were in favor of the Cuban Revolution to the
effect that they would consider killing the Presi­
dent, and you answered with a statement on the
logic of the situation, that you don't change the
system by changing the president. Nevertheless, let
me ask you again, more pointedly. Did you, never­
theless, ever overhear any such conversations?

Tirado: No.
Cornwell: Oid you ever overhear them within the Cuban Consulate

or outside it?
Tirado: No.
Cornwell: I'm sorry, go ahead.
Tirado: No, but I'm Mexican and I was in Mexico and I was

working there and you have to see that uh, even chough
the Cuban people know I was a friend, they would not
say things like that in front of me, of course, no?

Cornwell: When the news came over the television and in the news
papers that President Kennedy had been killed, and
then you heard the name Lee Harvey Oswald, and saw
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in connection with those contacts that you could
have read as foreknowledge, in other words, did
it totally surprise you that that was the alleged
assassin, or was there anything about your contact
with him which him it understandable?

Tirado: Wo. Mo, even now I don't think that he would
•have done it.

portant, I would be proud. I mean, because even i

/I'm with police I know that I'm going to be killed
or die or something like that, I'd say, "Yes, I
killed the President" and I don't think so.

Corr.wel. : So based on all of your contacts with him, you do
not think that he killed the President?

’Tirado: I don ' t think so.
Cornwell: Let me ask you just some miscellaneous questions

about the nature of your contact with him. Was
there ever any conversations or indications about
monev oroblems that he had? Was that ever the sub
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Tirado: No.
Cornwell: Did he ask for monetary assistance?
Tirado: I don't remember. I don't think so. But I don't

remember.
Cornwell: Did he ever say anything or did you ever observe

anything to indicate that he had travelling compan­
ions in Mexico City?

Tirado: No, he didn't mention it.
Cornwell: Did he ever say anything or do anything that indi­

cated that he knew other people in Mexico City?
Tirado: I don't know. I don't remember. —
Cornwell: To the best of your knowledge he knew no one, is

that correct?
Tirado: Yes.
Cornwell: Do you know when he left Mexico City?
Tirado: No.
Cornwell: By what form of transportation? .
Tirado: No.
Cornwell: Did anyone ever call or come by the Consulate on

his behalf?
Tirado: No.
Cornwell: Did they ever deliver anything to the Consulate for

him?
Tirado: No.
Cornwell: There have, let me ask you this—Has any allegation

ever been broucht to vcur attention that vou met
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with Oswald outside of the Consulate?
Tirado: No.
Cornwell: On--let me show you two books, one of which is

labeled photo ident book and has roughly three inch
by five inch pictures in it and the other one which
is labeled JFK Document 7549 and has smaller pic­
tures in it, and I'll turn the recorder off for a
second and give you a few minutes to look through
them and ask us, and I will ask you if you recogniz
any of the people in these photos.

leco

:ornwell: Okay. We've turned the tape recorder back on and
you've had five minutes, maybe ten, I don't know,
to look through the two books. In the first book,
you only picked out photograph—

'irado: This looks like Fidel. But not exactly.
ornwell: Which one: Number 12?
irado: Yeah.

4

ornwell: Who does that look like?
irado: Fidel but not exactly.
ornwell: All right. Just a little.



69

Silvia Tirado interview
Pace 9.

Cornwell: Okay. And you also I believe pointed to Number 57
when you went through the bock.

Tirado: Yes.
Cornwell: And who do you think that is?
Tirado: Oswald.
Cornwell: Lee Harvey Oswald. Mow, many of the pictures in

the book are not that clear, of course. When you
saw him the first time in the book, you indicated
that that looked like him except that as you recall
him, he had either blue or green eyes and blond
hair. Correct?

Tirado: Yes.

Cornwell: When ycu say blond hair, what color is that? Is it
very light?

Tirado: Light.
Cornwell: Let's see if we can find an example. Looking in th

second book—that's all you found in the first book
correct?

Tirado: Yes.
Cornwell: All right. Looking in the second book, uh, take as

an example, Number 266 04 268, would that be basica
what you recall to be the color of his hair, blond?

Tirado: Yes. Here it looks very, very light, not that ligh
Cornwell: Okay. That would be whan you describe as blond but

vour m.emorv is that it was close but non cuite as
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Tirado: No, because he had very light, almost white. . .
Cornwell: Okay, again, it would be not as light as-that?
Tirado: No.
Cornwell: All right. Then going to the second book, you

pointed to photograph = 4, when you looked at the
book the first time. What is your memory about
that?

Tirado: He reminds me of Miraba1, he reminds me but not
exactly.

Cornwell: All right. He looks a little like Mirabel?
Tirado: Yes.
Cornwell: If I skip a photograph you remember looking at, let .

me know, but I jotted down some notes as you came to
'em when you looked at the book. You next pointed
to number 26 and 27. Does that appear to you to be
the same man?

Tirado: Yes.
Cornwell: A.nd who was that?
Tirado: Ernesto Lefel. He used to work with my husband.
Cornwell: Ernesto Lefel And what's the nature of the associa­

tion between he and your husband?
Tirado: He was working with him.
Cornwell: In the architectural business?
.Tirado: Yes, yes. He's a designer.
Cornwell: He's a designer?
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mi-ado: He started working with us. He Learned some—
Cornwell: Is he a social acquaintance of yours in addition?

Tirado: Is what?
Cornwell: Do you know him on a social basis in addition to

his being a business associate of your husband?
Tirado: So business associate. He was working for him, for

Horacio.
Cornwell: Okay. That's what I meant. He was an assistant.
Tirado: Assistant.
Cornwell: All right.
Tirado: No social. Sometimes he came to our house to dinner,

or something like that.
Cornwell: Next, you I believe pointed to Number 57. Is that

correct? Fifty-seven?
Tirado: Yes.
Cornwell: Who does that look like?
Tirado: He looks Like Gavino Fernandez.
Cornwell: What's the first name?
Tirado: Gavino.
Cornwell: Gavino? And who is he?
Tirado: Well, he's uh, dignitary, and he used to go to the

Cuban Institute.
Cornwell: He was a dignitary of what?
Tirado: .-.e was working tor the Social Securin'/ and he was
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one, and he was workinc even with the Prasacant.

Cornwell: I see, so he was a dignitary of the Mexican Govern
went.

Tirado: Yes.
Cornwell: Okay.
Tirado: 3ut when he was coinc to the Coban Institute, no,

he didn't?
Cornwell: You also knew him from the Cuban Institute?
Tirado: He's an economist.
Cornwell: He's a what?
Tirado: Economist.
Cornwell: Economist. You then pointed to Number 55.
Tirado: Perhaps.
Cornwell: And that's a face that you're not sura you recocni
Tirado: Yes.
Cornwell: But looks a little bit like who?
Tirado: Solchi Vargas.
Cornwell: Solchi Vargas?
Tirado: Yes.
Cornwell: okay. And who was she?
Tirado: She’s Mexican lady who was married with a journal­

ist, he used to work for the Cuban prass, and she
used to live in Cuba. And now she's at the Cuban
Institute.

-Cornwell: I beliava vou next ocintad to Number 111—
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Tirado: Yas.
Cornwell: And that's a, sort of a three-quarter shot from

behind.
Tirado: Yes.
Cornwell: Of a man you think you might recognize, is that '•

correct?
Tirado: Yes.
Cornwell.: I'm sort of trying to recall, the way you stated it

when you first looked at the photographs, so if I
misstated it, just correct me.
Who do you think that man may be?

Tirado: The attache, the Cuban Cultural Attache at that
time, Luis Alberu.

Cornwell: Albert?
Tirado: Albert.

Cornweil: .And then I believe you next indicated that you may
recognize Photograph 115?

Tirado: Yes.
■Cornwell: And who is that?
Tirado: Luis Alberu.

Cornweal: That oz course is a front and you can clearly recog­

nize ni.m zrom that photograph, is that correct?
Tirado: Yes.

Cornwell: Then, you next pointed to Photograph 133. Co you
recognize that man?

Tiardo: Yes.
Cornwell: Who is he?
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Tirado: The doorman. Now I don't remember the name.
Cornwell: But he's the doorman who left Lee Harvey Oswald

into the Consulate on his third visit?
Tirado: Yes.
Cornwell: That's accurate?
Tirado: Uh? . . .1 said yes.
Cornwell: Okay. And then I believe you pointed to photogra

153?
Tirado: Numbers 157 and 153.
Cornwell: 157 and 153. Who was than? —
Tirado: I chink that he was working at the Consulate in

Vera Cruz?
Cornwell: .And do you know what his position was at the Con­

sulate?
Tirado: I think he was Vice Consul but I'm not really sur
Cornwell: .And which Consulate is that?
Tirado: . In Vera Cruz, Cuban, the Cuban Consulate.
Cornwell: The Cuban Consulate in Vera Cruz.

And I believe finally you recognized possibly the
center man in the group photograph labeled 275.

Tirado: Yes.
.Cornwell: And who do you think he is?
Tirado: An American.
•Cornwell: Do vou remember anvthinc more about him?
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Tirado: No.
Cornwell: Do you remember where you saw him?
Tirado: No.
Cornwell: Do you think you recognized the. photo from a per­

sonal contact or from a picture?
Tirado: . From a picture I think. I think he was an American

Ambassador.
Cornwell: American Ambassador?
Tirado: Or something like that.
Cornwell: All right. And you don't have any memory what his

name might be?
Tirado: No.
Cornwell: Okay. Ch. . .
Tirado: 3ut tall me, who is it? (Laughter.) For a change
Cornwell: Do you recognize the man in photo 266? Yes, that'

the one I want. 266?
Tirado: No. He looks like Russian.
Cornwell: Do you recognize the man in 265?
Tirado: No.
Cornwell: Do you recognize the man in 213?
Tirado: No. You're not going to tell me who's that man?

Cornwell: Not right now. (Laughter.) 3ut maybe later.
When the assassination occurred, do you remember
where you were, when you first heard the news re­
torts?
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yirado: At the Consulate.
Cornwell: And do you know what you did at that time?
Tirado: No, it was almost noon, I mean the lunch hour,

about two o'clock, or near two o'clock, and some­
body came and said Kennedy was killed, and all was
contusion and, uh, well, we were really sorry.
Everybody came in and went out and there was con­
fusion. All over. And then I went home to have
lunch.

Cornwell: Did you speak to Horatio or anyone else prior to
going home?

Tirado: I don't remember, really.
Cornwell: When you went home was he at home?
Tirado: We used to have lunch.
Cornwell: And? As you recall he was there on that day?
Tirado: It was my birthday so he has to be there, (.Laughter.)
Cornwell: What if any conversation do you recall having with him

at that time about the assassination?
Tirado: ' No, I don't remember. I only remember at night.
Cornwell: All right. You had a birthday party planned that

night. Is that correct?
‘Tirade: Yes.
-Cornwell: During the day, prior to the birthday party, had

you received or heard as part of the news broadcast
the name Lee Harvey Oswald?

Tirade: No, only.in the afternoon.

41-372 O - 79 - 6(Vol. 3)
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Cornwell: In the afternoon, after lunch?
Tirado: Yes.
Cornwell: After you returned to the Consulate, is that correct?
Tirado: Perhaps.
Cornwell: And at that time, did you think you remembered the

name?
Tirado: It was, I think, at night, because, it was in the

afternoon, perhaps when they start saying about Oswalc
Right? And, it was at night and uh, I don't know if
I call my husband or we were in the kitchen mixing
some drinks or food, I don't' know, but we were in
the kitchen and I told him, I think this man went
to the Embassy to ask for a visa.

Cornwell: And at that time, had you heard his name?
Tirado: His name?
Cornwell: His name, seen his picture, or both?
Tirado: Mo, no. The picture was in the newspapers the next

day.
Cornwell: Okay. So you only thought that you might have re­

called the name. Is that correct?
Tirado: No, not the name, but when they say lee Harvey Oswald

married to the Russian woman and he live in Russia,
and things like that.

Cornwell: Okay. Did you have any other discussion that you

can recall with him about it? Based on that news
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report:? .About your contact?
Tirado: • With my husband?
Cornwall: Yes .
Tiraoo: I only told him, I think this man came to the Em­

bassy.
Cornwell: Then, the next morninc you saw a newspaper.
Tirado: Yes.
Cornwell: Were you sure at that time that that was the man?
Tirado: Yes.
Cornwell: Do you remember who was at the birthday party that

night? Do you remember whether or not you discussed
these events with any one else at the party?

Tirado: Yes, we were talking about it.
Cornwell: Whoever was at the party.
Tirado: The whole night, yes.
Cornwell: What was the tone of the party?
Tirado: Sorrow. And speculation, what's going on? Because

with Kennedy we knew what was going on, but now,
what will happen?

Cornwell: The next morning what did you do?
Tirado: I show the paper to Horatio and told him this is the

man that went to the Embassy and I went to the Consu­
late and I look in the Archives and I saw the ap­
plication, I saw that it was the man and I went to
the Embassv and I talked to the .Ambassador and I told
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Cornwell: What was the nature of your conversation with the
Ambassador?’ Just to tell him that that was the man?

Tirado: Zes, I think so.
Cornwell: What was his name?
Tirado: Fernandez Armes (or Hernandez).
Cornwell: And, did you do anything else? Did you pull the

file on him or make any other attempts co put■the
facts together?

Tirado: I think I leave the file with him.
Cornwell: Pulled the file and left it with the Ambassador?
Tirado: Yeah, the whole bunch.
Cornwell: What would have been in the file besides the appli- •

cation, if anything?
Tirado: Another applications.
Cornwell: I see, you pulled the whole file which included his

application?
Tirado: Yes.
Cornwell: Did anything else happen that morning at work?
Tirado: No.
Cornwell: Then, did you go home for lunch again?

Cornwell: And what occurred at that time?
Tirado: uh, my brothers-in-law, servant, maid came and when she

saw me, she cried, she started crying, and she said
"You’re alive?" And I say "why? "/’because some man



came to the house and says that uh, you had an
accident and you were dead and they take away Senor
Ruben to identify you." Then we went to Ruben's
house and it was full of men and they catch me.

brnwell: They caught you. Okay. And the men were represent
tives of the Mexican police, is that correct?

iraco: Yeah, but they never told me.
ornwell: What happened when you walked into the house, to Ru

ben's house?
irado: I saw my brothers-in-law, wife, and the same thing.

She cries, and says "Silvia, you're okay?" "Yes,
I'm okay." She was between two men and she couldn'
get near to me, but I was walking and I saw in the
bedroom, it was Ruben, and full of photographs on
the bed and he said the same thing--"Silvia, you're
okay, you're all right?" and I say "Yes" and "What
happened?" Then I saw the telephone and I try to
get the telephone and a man hold my hand and he
says you can't call because you are under arrest,
and they say, I don't remember, but they say, ah,
this is the accomplice of Kennedy. I thought that'
what they told but I say I don't remember. They
told me, "You're under arrest." I sat down on the
bed and I said "You have to show me an order signed
bv a judge that I am under arrest." Then thev hold
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me, my hands, and I try to defend myself, and
they kicked somebody and they took me—

Cornwell: You were trying to kick them and keep them from tak­
ing you with them, right?

Tirado: Yes, yes.
Cornwell: Who were you going to call on the telephone?
Tirado: The police.
(laughter.)
Tirado: The police, the lawyer, I don't know. And when they

took me out of the house and I was crying, "Call the
police, call the police!" and they, he covered, my
mouth, and they took me to stationwagon that was
parked at the corner. There was a man there but I •
didn't know him and I was quiet, and they say, "Don't
cry. Sacndalous woman.” "Scandalous old woman,'shut
up. Because where we are going we will see what's
going to happen to you." So, in that moment, I said
quit.

Cornwell: So you were taken to the police station?
Tiardo: No. It's not the police station. The office where

the security, that was where the intelligence agencies
were in. But I didn't know that because that building ■
belongs ter the State Social Security. Not the one I
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Cornwell: And who else was taken down there besides you?
Tirado: The whole—my brother-in-law, his wire, my sister-

in-law, a friend of hers, another woman that was
there, and me, but they were taken in another car.

Cornwell: .And, at the police station, what inquiries were made
of you? What did they ask?

Tirado: Everything . Everything. They asked me my name,
where was I born, my jobs, when I married, my status,
everything. They have my finger-prints, photographs
of myself, everything. .And uh, well, they ask me
where E was working, if I had been in Cuba, some peo­
ple that I saw in Cuba, and what I was doing at the
Consulate, that there was a tunnel, that makes me
laugh, it was a tunnel from the Cuban Embassy to the
Russian Embassy, and uh, well, a lot of foolish ques­
tions .

Cornwell: Specifically, what did they allege that you had done?
Tirado: What?
Cornwell: Specifically, what did they allece vou had done? What

did they accuse you of doing?
Tirado: Nothing. They never said—
Cornwell: During the questioning on all the subject matters that

you had mentioned, did they make a verbatim transcript?
□id they record the conversation, or transcribe it?

Tirade: They used a little machine. They say it is a steno­
graph or something like that.

Cornwell: They made a stenograph record.
Tirado: Yeah, and a man was writing.

•>
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Cornwell: All the questions and all the answers?
Tirado: Yes.
Cornwell: Did any of the procedures that we have asked you

about cause you to say anything to the police that
was not the truth?

Tirado: No, I don't think so. I don't have nothing to hide.
So. . .

Cornwell: everything that you told them was the truth?
Tirado: Yes.
Cornwell1 At any time during the questioning did thev ever

allege that you had met with Oswald outside the
Consulate?

Tirado: Yes. A. lot of times.
Cornwell: Did they ever ask you any questions about a Negro?
Tirado: I don't remember.

don 1 t
■ado: No.

Negroes?any
Yes.
Anyone else?

:hild;
D: ions

abou
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Tirado: No.
Cornwell: What was his name?
Tirado: Z don't remember. I ever, don't remember if he was

there when Kennedy was shot.
Cornwell: Were they from Cuba?
Tirado: Yes.
Cornwell: Did you know any other Negroes from Cuba outside the

Consulate?
Tirado: I don't think so. Well, this man, the boy atConsu-

lado at Vera Cruz. He was a Negro, not completely, but—
Cornwell: The one you showed us in the photograph?
Tirado: Yes.
Cornwell: Did you know any Negroes who had red hair?

None of the ones you described did?
Tirado: No, we used to call "Red” to a boy who was working there

but he was like Spanish; ” mean he was white and—
Cornwell: Not even very dark skinned?
Tirado: No.
Cornwell: Remember his name?
Tirado: Rogelio, Rogelio Rodriguez, I think, something

like that.
Cornwell: After the questioning, first, how did that terminate?

When did they finally release you?
Tirado: About one o'clock.
Cornwell: Did you meet again with your family, your husband?
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Tirado: Yes. Well, they were waiting for tie and. . .
we went to have lunch, something to eat because we
haven't had. And well, we talk about it.

Cornwell: Remember where you went?
Tirado: No. Horacio told me we went to Sanborn's. .

I don't remember. I even don't remember when X got
home and what happened. Next day everyone know.

Cornwell:! Did the officers from the Securidad Department
I ever suggest to you during the questioning that they

had information that you and Oswald had been lovers?
Tirado: Yes, and also that we were Communists and that we

were planning the Revolution and uh, a lot of false
things.

Cornwell: What happened the next day?
Tirado: Well, we stayed home and at night a friend of ours

came and we didn't say anything.
Cornwell: Why was that?
Tirado: Why?
Cornwell: Why did you not say anything?
Tirado: Because these people told me to keep quiet.
Cornwell: The police?
Tirado: Yes.
■Cornwell: Or the officers?
Tirado: Yes.

Cornwell: Did you then go back over to the Consulate either
S unday or Mond ay ?•
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Tirado: On Monday.
Cornwell: Okay. What happened then?
Tirade: When I got there everybody ask me what happened?

And I say "Why?" And in the newspaper was the
this part of the question that I told you about.
Azcue celling Oswald co go away.

Cornwell: It was in the newspapers?
Tirado: Yes.
Cornwell: How did the newspapers gee that story?
Tirado: I don't know. 
Cornwell: You never had any idea?
Tirado: Well, of course. The police gave it to excelsior.

It was the first government newspaper.
Cornwell: So you just always thought they got it from the

police?
Cornwell: But the people at the Consulate said they had read

the newspaper and asked you what had happened, rig'
Tirado: Yes.
Cornwell: Did you discuss that with anybody that you can remem­

ber specifically?
Tirado: With the Ambassador.
Cornwell: And what was the nature of that conversation?
Tirado: I tried to repeat all the questions.
.Cornwell: Okay. L'h. . .would that have been a violation of

what the police asked you to do? To talk to the
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Ambassador about that?
Tirado: Huh?
Cornwell: Was that a violation of what the police asked you

to do? Was that. . . .
Tirado: Well, of course. They told tie to keep quiet. I

never says anything about what happened on Saturday.
Mever. 3ut when I saw in the papers I couldn't say
"’■Jell, nothing happened." It was all in the paper
and iit was exactly what I said to the police.

Cornwell: What did the Ambassador say to you?
Tirado: That he was going to wri,te a report and he sent it

in the plane.
Cornwell: What if anything did you consider doing at the time?
Tirado: What?
Cornwell: Did you consider taking any course of action at the

time?
Tirado: Oh. I was going to make a protest to the Mexican

Government. We went to, a friend of mine was a daugh­
ter of the Chief of TinetraEi) and we could reach the
President and we were going to ask to explain
what happened and you know, there was an illecal (taoe
stops)...

Cornwell: Did, in addition to your considering filing formal
protest with the Mexican Government, did vou also
consider taking a trip out of the countrv?
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Cornwell: Did you consider going to Cuba? .
Tirado: No.
Cornwell: What happened after that?
Tirado: Well, I told to the Ambassador all that happened

during rhe questioning and I told him also about
the protest that we wanted to make and I asked
him, "Don't do anything because we are trying to do
something here, against these police'." And after
that, uh, Tuesday, I went to work and Wednesday
morning when I was going to have breakfast the
police came again, two agents, and they asked me,
very polite, if I want to go with them, just to
answer some questions. They wanted to know some­
thing. And, uh, it was unnecessary to take my
car because they were going to take me and bring
me back. So I called uh, the Consulate. That's
why I remember I already had the telephone

and I said I'm coming in late because I'm going to
the police station. Okay, don't worry, we wait for

I you. And they keep me two cays and a half.
Cornwell! And why did they tell you than they kept you this

/ time?

Tirado: I Ch, to protect me.
Cornwell: Did they tell you anything in any more detail?

Was there a soecific threat?
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No. They were very rough this time. They were very
angry with me, the man that I told you, that I kicked
him in his balls. ne was very angry, and they repeat
the sama questions but they were.more, how you say,
how do you say anticipito?

opez: They anticipated her.
irado: And they were, wanted to know exactly what I have done

in Cuba, the people that I met there, everything.
They were asking me questions about all the people
that were working in the Embassy and uh, this time
I wanted to go to the bathroom and they wouldn't take
me and it was longer, because it was about 10:00
from 10:00, I think almost 5:00, they questioned me.

ornwell : Were you afraid during the two periods they held you?
irado: Yes. I don't know exactly what happened but I was

uh, I was innocent. So I said, what am I doing here,
no? And uh, the only thing that I have, I had the
feeling that I was going to die and I said okay, if
I'm going to die, I’m going to die, how you say it,
with pride, my child will not be shamed. I remember
I do anything that—I was very dramatic in those mo­
ments. So, sometimes I lost my temper. I never sav
no bad words or nothing. I cry sometimes, I shout

correct?
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Cornwell: You understand though, the kind of question I'm
asking you?

(Tirado spoke to Lopez in Spanish, who asked Cornwell to re­
peat the question.)
Cornwell: Okay, let me just ask you a hypothetical. Some­

times, a person has done something completely inno­
cent but then they are confronted with a very-se­
vere accusation. They may think that their innocent
act will be misunderstood by their accusers so they
might withhold the innocent act simply to be sure
that they don't get into more trouble—

Tirado: No.
Cornwell: Simply to be sure they don't get into more trouble

than they apparently are already in.
Tirado: No.
Cornwell: There was no thing that you had done or seen or knew

about that you withheld because of that?
Tirado: No. No, I explain everything that thev wanted to

know and uh, I think sometimes they were fools.
Cornwell: They were what?
Lopez: Fools.
Cornwell: Fools.
Tirado: Tonto. Fools.

Cornwe-1: Azter they finally released you, thev held vou. for

snotner two, two anc a halt davs . Did vou make anv
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trips out of the country then?
Tirado: Mo.
Cornwell: How long did you continue to be married to Horatio

after that?
Tirado: Five years.
.Cornwell: Why were you finally divorced?
Tirado: We separate and we divorce perhaps four years arter.
Cornwell: Why was chat?
Tirado: Why? Why we divorca four years after?

Because we don't like.
Cornwell: Go ahead.
Tirado: Because he did not want to get legal problems and

he said that it was a lot of problems to get divorced.
He was married once so he said that it was nonsense.

Cornwell: Why were you separated?
Tirado: Because I used to believe in the romantic love, and

even we have a very, how you say that, uh, we loved
each other very much but it was not the passionate
love that I used to believe in, so I thought it bet­
ter to divorce, get divorced. It is very difficult
to explain.

(Tirado speaks co Lopez in Spanish.)
.Lopez: They were incompatible, had incompatible characters.
Cornwell: You have not spoken to anybody in the news media or

any official investigating body since 1963 about
these events, is that correct, except for the

1

lih/.'-U
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a social relationship with any of them?
Tirado: Yes.
Cornwell: Which, ones?
Tirado: Azcue, Maria Carmen, I think. Luisa, she went once.
Cornwell: Who is that? Luisa?
Tirado: Luisa Caldaron, the one you ask me.
Cornwell: Okay. Azcue, Luisa, and the secretary who was killed,

is that correct?

Tirade: Before, before this, before I used to work at the
Embassy, uh, and before we move to Constitutyentes
we make some parties, for instance, when .Armando Hart
(Ph.) was here, he was the Minister of Education, and
with the Ambassador he was in that time and Organa,
who was Director of the Movies Institute. Some people
who came from Cuba. We used to invite.

.Cornwell: Okay. How about Theresa Proenza?
Tirado: Perhaps she came.
'Cornwell: Did you ever receive any indication from them that

any of them had ever had a contact with Oswald?
Tirado: No.
Cornwell :|) Did Elena or Elinita Garro de Paz ever come to those

[ parties? In your home?
Tirado: No.
Cornwell: Or in the home-of Ruben?

I
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Tirado: I Once, but it was, I think it was before .that I was
| in the Cuban Embassy.

Cornwell: Would it have been approximately around '63?
Tirado: I don't know because when they came from France. . .
Cornwell: Approximately 1963?
Tirado: I only, perhaps, I don't know.
Hardway: Did you say that it was when they came from France?
Tirado: Yes.
Hardway: It was after they returned from France that they

came to one of the parties?
Tirado: Yeah, to Ruben's house.
Hardway: At Ruben's house.
Tirado: Yeah. That was the whole family there.

I only saw Elena a few times. One was the day that
I got married and another time was somewhere else,
I think three times I only saw her.

Cornwell: Did you know General Clark Floras?
Tirado: Yeah, but not very well.
Cornwell: Was he ever at those parties?
“Ei-rado: I don't remember. Perhaps once,-at Ruben's house

but not at my house.
Cornwell: Did you know Emilio Carbillido ?
Tirado: Yes.

Cornwell: Did he ever attend those parties?
Tirado: I don't remember.
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Cornwell: Did Devaci?
Tirado: Devaci.' Elena's sister.
Cornwell: Did she attend those parties? ■
Tirado: No, she went, I think I saw her sometimes at the

Embassy.
Cornwell: How about Eunice Odio?.
Tirado: No. I know her, I mean I met her sometime. 3ut, no.

She was not a close friend.
Cornwell: Over the years, have any of those people ever indi­

cated to you that they had any knowledge of Oswald's
trip to Mexico City?

Tirado: No.
Cornwell: Have they ever professed to have either seen him or

heard any stories about any one who did see or meet
with him?

Tirado: No.
Cornwell: Has anyone else ever come to you since 1963 and pro­

fessed to have knowledge of Oswald's trip to Mexico
City?

Tirado: No.
Cornwell: Would you have any reason to believe that if we spoke

to any of those people they could have information
of help to us?

Tirado: I don't know.
Cornwell: Have you ever had any association with any intelli­

gence agency of any country, including our own?
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Tirado: Once I met a Russian when I was working at the
Press Agency but he was from the Russian Press,
and they say that he was from the police,' the Rus­
sian Police but I don't know.

Cornwell : 3ut you just met him one time?
Tirado: Yes.
Cornwell : I don't have any additional questions.
Lopez: I have a few questions of Its. Duran. As normal

procedure, when a person came co 'the Cuban Consulate
do you explain to them that there are different
types of visas?

Tirado: No.
Lopez: So they would normally come to you and ask you for

a special type of visa, and then you would get that
kind of application?

Tirado: Uh, huh.
Lopez: Okay.
Tirado: The application was the same.
Lopez: Same application. But they were different visas.
Tirado: There were only two visas. Transit visa and normal

visa.
Lopez: You didn't normally explain to people whether

there were two different types of visas when thev
came to you until after—

Tirado: Perhaps.
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Looez: Okav. I just wanted to read to you a couple or
sections of what was recorded in the Warren Commis­
sion Report. What happened was,there was a report
given bv the Mexican authorities to the Warren Commis­
sion and it was published in the report and let me
read you one sentence, okay?

The declarant complied with her duties', took
down all the information and completed the appro­
priate application form, and the declarant admit­
tedly, exceeding her responsibilities, informally
telephoned the Russian Consulate with the inten­
tion of doing what she could to facilitate issu­
ance of the Russian visa to Lee Harvey Oswald.

Is that statement accurate?
Tirado: It's that one and I don't like it. The other one?
Lopez: That part about admittedly exceeding her responsibili

ties?
Tirado: Ch huh.
Cornwell: That's the part vou had reference to earlier when you

told us that you had read something—
Tirado: Yes.
Lopez: It says here that you telephoned the Russian Consulat
Tirado: Yes.
Lopez: Did he ever telephone you back?
Tirado: No.
.Lopez: Okay. And it says here with the intention of doing

what she could to facilitate issuance of the Russian
visa. Did you ever do anything else to facilitate th



100

Silvia Tirado Interview
Pace 40.

Tirado: No, nothing. I couldn't do anything.
Lopez: Did you ever explain to him that in order to get

a visa he could have a recommendation letter rrom
a fellow Communist or a fellow Cuban citizen, and
then if he had that letter, he could get a visa?

Tirado: Yeah, that was one of the requirements.
Lopez: And then, did you ever send him to anyone, give

him the name of anybody?
Tirado: No, never. I mean I never did that.
Looez: I see. Okay. Then, there' s another section here

! that says:
However, they told her (this is the Russian

Consulate) that there would be a delay of about
four months in processing the case.

Was that the first time that you explained to Lee
Harvey Oswald that it would take him about four months
to- get a visa?

Tirado: Yes, I didn't know it.
Lopez: Was that when he became angry?
Tirado: More or less.
Lopez: More or less. And that would have been on his third

visit?

Lopez: Okay. Then there's one other section here. It says:
The Consulate who came out and began a

heated discussion in English with Oswald,
that concluded by Azcue telling him that if
it were up to him he would not give him the
visa and a oerson of this tvoe was harminc

il
fl
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the Cuban Revolution rather than helping
it. It being understood that in the con­
versation they were talking about the Rus­
sian Socialist Revolution and not the Cuban.

Is that correct?
Tirado: No.
Lopez: What is your understanding of that?
Tirado: The conversation that he had with Azcue, was

exclusively with the Cuban Revolution.
Lopez: Exclusively with the Cuban Revolution.

I wanted to ask you,.in this report here, they
don't say how many times Lee Harvey Oswald visited
the Cuban Consulate. Did you ever tell the Mexican
officials how many times he had visited?

Tirado: I think so.
Lopez: .And it was probably taken down by a stenographer.
Tirado: Yes.
Lopez: Do you consider this report which is'about a page

long to be completely fair and accurate and complete?
Tirado: No, because about exceeding my duties and about

Azcue speaking about the Russian Revolution, that's
not true.

Lopez: 3ut, ray question is, they interrogated you from about
four in the afternoon until about twelve at night,
and in that process you spoke to them for eight
whole hours and yet the whole conversation, interro­
gation, has been reduced to one pace. Do you consi-
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der this accurate? Is it complete?
Tirado: Mo, of course not. Because they ask me a lot of

questions that has not been in the Warren—about my
trip to Cuba, about my job at the Institute, the
Cuban Institute, about why I have been Communist, as
they say, and I say I'm not a Communist, and it takes
hours to explain them. And as you explain you are not
a Communist, if you are a member of the Communist
Party, things like chat, and where did you take
your beliefs, no? I say at the university, oh, at
the University, and then there's a discussion and 
uh, the classes I take ac the University, and things

Lopez: Okay. You ~o remember telling the Mexican officials
when they questioned you how many times Oswald visited
the Consulate?

Tirado: I think so. And I, they asked me I don't know how
many times, the way that I used to give my name and
telephone number and they made me write and they cake
the paper out and then again, they ask.me, how do vou
do this, and I write it down, and I give the paper.
I think I did it five or six times.

Lopez: .And did they ever ask you to describe Oswald?
Tirado: Yes.

Lopec: Would you do me a favor and describe him for me now?
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Tirado: Yes.
Lopez: For example, let's start at the beginning. Was he

tall, short?
Tirado: Short.
Lopez: Short. Could you stand up for a minute, Gary?
(Laughter.)

Would you say he was as tall as Gary?
Tirado: Yeah, more or less.
Lopez: Would you say he was taller than Gary?
Tirado: No, I think just the same. He was about my size
Lopez : About your height? -

Tirado: Yeah.
Lopez:
Tirado:

Okay.
. 160.

And what's you
I think 160 or

ir height?
162.

Lopez: Was be skinny?
Tirado: Yes. Skinny.
Lopez: Could you estimate how much he weighed?
Tirado: About your weight, more or less.
Lopez: About my weight. We already went over. . .
Tirado: He has stronger shoulders, perhaps, than yours.
Lopez: Just for the record, my weight is 119 pounds. You

told us before he "had a suit on.
Tirado: That I don't remember very well. I think he was

wearing a jacket but what I can remember is that he
was not wearing nice clothes, expensive clothing.
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He was cheap, perhaps.
Lcoez: Do you remember what his nose looked like? Was it

skinny? Fat?
Tirado: No. He was normal. There was nothing that you may

remember. The eyes were small. ’
Lopez: Small eyes.
Tirado: Smaller than yours.
Lopez: Smaller than mine, for the record. I can't do that.
Tirado: If you describe, you say small eyes.
Cornwell: Okay. In sum, you identified a picture in the book

as being as best as you can remember his face and
hair. Was there anything about that which in your
memory was different from the picture other than the
fact that you do remember his eyes being blue or
green and his hair being very Light colored or blond
but not as light as some of the other pictures look.

Tirado: And he has not very much. He was, has few, poco pelo.
Lopez: He didn't have very much hair.
Cornwell: Is there anything else about that picture in the book

which does not look like your memory of him?
Tirado: No, but because even when I saw the television when

he was shot, I used to remember him. I mean it was
the same that I remember.

Lopez: I understand. If you bear with me just a few more
minutes—his nair Line, was it receding?
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Tirado: Yeah, yeah. Quite a bit.
Lopez: Okay. And his cheeks, were they high cheek bones or

low cheek bones? Do you remember that?
Tirado: Well, I remember that he was a little, I don't know

what you call it (spoke with Lopez in Spanish.)
Lopez: An elongated face.
Tirado: Uh huh.
Lopez: Did he have a long chin?
Tirado: No.
Lopez (To Cornwell): Do you have any more questions about his

description?
Lopez (To Duran): Just wanted to ask you a few other questions.

Did Luis Aparicio ever attend any of those twist par­
ties that you had, or that Ruben had?

Tirado: No, Ruben never, Ruben never have parties for the peo­
ple at the Embassy.

Lopez: Did he ever attend?
Tirado: Aparico, he was, I don't remember, where he was, I

think he works in the Commercial Office. I don't
remember.

.Lopez: You don't remember if he went to any parties?
Tirado: No. Rut he was at the Cuban Embassy.
Lopez: Okay. Do you know a person named Eunice Odio?
Tirado: Yes.
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Lopez: What was your relationship to ■ Eunice Odio?
Tirado: It was not close. I know, her because she's a

poetess and uh, well, I know a lot of painters, things
like that, but just hello and. . perhaps if I meet
her now I don't know if I could recognize or even
she recognize me.

Lopez: I see. And did she ever attend any of those parties?
Tirado: No.
Lopez: Do you know a person named Ricardo Guerra?
Tirado: Yes
Lopez: And. what was your relationship to him?
Tirado: Very close .
Lopez: Very close. Could you elaborate?
Tirado: Well, when I was unmarried I had a lot of friends and

his sisters were friends of mine, that's when I met
him, before I got married. And when I married, we
continued our friendship and uh, he got married with
a writer, but I admire her very much, and he was a
very close friend of mine, and we continue the rela­
tion all the time that we were married. 3oth. And
uh, he was professor at the philosoohv facultv, he
was my teacher also. I mean he was a close friend.

Lopez: I see. He'was a professor, you said.
Tirado: Yes.

Lopez: Did you ever attend any seminars at the t'niversitv of
Mexico where he was lecturing?



What were those seminars about?
Marxism seminar.
You never, though, attended any seminars at the
University of Mexico?
No, he was a teacher and I used to take lessons with
him. Existentialism, you know? (Spoke in Spanish.)
Only two courses.
Co you know if he ever held seminars at the Univer­
sity of Mexico?
He had to.
By any chance do you remember if he would ever hold
seminars on Saturdays?
No.
No, he did not or no, you do not remember?
I don't know, I don't knew.
I've just got a few questions that if you'll bear
with me. . . .
During the three times that you met Oswald, did you
ever hear him speak any language other, than English?
No.
In general, in the Consulate's Office, was it com­
mon for any other language other than Spanish to be
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Tirado: No.
Hardway: Was Russian ever commonly spoken at the Consulate's

Office?
Tirado: No. . ■
Hardway: Do you remember■anyone having spoken Russian in that

office?
Tirado: No.
Hardway: At any time?
Tirado: No, I don't think. The only language they speak, it

was English, and not everybody, just a few of them.
Hardway: When Oswald came back the third time, did he tell

you that he had a Russian visa or that the Russians
had told him that there wouldn't be any problem?

Tirado: That he was going to get the Russian visa, that
there was no problem.

Hardway: Did he tell you that he was going to get it, or that
he already had it?

Tirado: He said I already got it.
Hardway: And he told you that he already had it as opposed ■

to telling you that they had assured him that there
was no problem?

Tirado: YSS.

Coulc you tell me what Eusebio A. zone thought about
John Fitzgerald Kennedy, President Kennedy?
What he thought? About the assassination?
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Hardway: Mo, about President Kennedy.
Tirado: I don't know, I don't remember.
Hardway: Did you ever discuss President Kennedy with

Consul Azcue?
Tirado: No, he was not here when Kennedy was killed.
Hardway: I'm asking not about the assassination but about

Kennedy and his policies and things like that.
Tirado: No.
Hardway: Did you ever hear .Azcue discuss it with anyone

else?
Tirado: No.
Hardway: Did--
Lopez: Have you seen .Azcue since 196 3?
Tirado: I don't remember if he came. His son came., and

I don't remember if he came once to Mexico and he
told me about the conversation that he had with
Fidel Castro but I told you the other day what
Fidel says and all of that and the way they write
a protest to Mexico, to the Mexican Government,
but I'm not really sure if he was his son, or if he
was Azcue.

Lopez: Co you know if Eusebio .Azcue is still in Cuba?

Lopez: Would you have seen Azcue at any time during the last

two years?
Tirade: No, I think that I rlever saw him again.

His son, he came, I saw him, but , Azcue, I don't remember

■
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.do: I think so. I don't know.

.way: Did you aver discuss with Consul Azcue the policies
of United States towards Cuba? Or other Latin American

countries?
do: Perhaps we did, but .1 don't remember.
.wav: Do vou remember by chance what Azcue's views would

have been on that? Did you ever discuss Arcue's
views on changing that policy?

.do: What I remember is that during the Blockade (spoke
to Lopez in Spanish.)

z: The Studant economic Sloe of 1963.
The strike, I'm sorry. The economic blockade.

do: What I ramember but I don't remember exactly if it
was Azcue, the Commercial Attache, the Ambassador,
but what I remember, it was all the people, they
have expectations and they were how you say, trust­
ing, that with Kennedy, the policy of the American
Government was changing. They were hoping. . .

way: Did you or anyone else at the Consulate ever offer
Lee Harvey Oswald any aid of any kind?

.do: No.

.way: Did you ever know a person by the name of Guillermo
Suiz?-

tc : No.

.way: Just for the record, when vou. wera arrested on that
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■Silvia Tirado Interview
■Page 51. .

Tirado: About three o'clock.
Hardway: Was the interrogation that was conducted at chat tine

transcribed or taped?
Tirado: It was written and when I sign I read it.
Hardway:' Was it written out in a summary corm or was it written

out as you said it?
Tirado: They change, because once it was a man with a little

machine, and another moment it was a man writing, typ-
• ing.

Hardway: 3ut most of it was taken down literally, as you said

Tirado: And with the typewriter.
Hardway.: Did you sign that which was taken down as you said it?

Or did you sign a summary of that?
(Lopez translated.)
Tirado: No, no, no. They were typing, all the time. They

were typing all the time, even once, I don't know how
many times, they told me, slow, because he was writing.
3ut they didn't write exactly what I said sometimes
because when I read all of that bunch of papers they
say, come on, it.'s one o'clock, here, sign this. I
said, no, I'm not going to sign this if I not read it.
And sometimes I said this, I didn't say that. For
instance, no? For instance, I'd remember, they say
she was very, very glad when Kennedy came. And I
say no. I said I like it but I didn't say that I was
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Silvia Tirado Interview
Page 52.

vary, very glad. Things like that, no?
But almost, it was what I said. But they didn't want
to change anything.

Hardway: Okay. Did you ever discuss the allegation that
they made that you had been Lee Harvey Oswald’s Love:
with your husband?

Tirado: Well, I told him almost all what happened. He told
me what they did to him and I told him what they did
to me.

Hardway: Do you ramember specifically talking about that spe­
cific allegation with your husband?

Tirado: No, it was not important.
Hardway: Going back to when you recognized Oswald, the

man whose picture you had seen in the paper as the
man who had been at the Embassy three times. Were
you certain that the man in the papers was the same
man, before you checked your records at the Archives

Tirado: Yes. Immediately I saw the paper, I told him. This
was the man that I want to check.

Hardway: To your knowledge, was Horatio ever a member of the
Communist Party?

Tirado: I think that he was, I don't know if he was exactLv
member, but he was sympathizer and we had a lot of
zriencs that they were members of the Communist Part
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ilvia Tirado Interview
ace 53.

Tirado: I don't remember exactly. I think he was working
for the, how you say that? I think he was in a cam­
paign. Against the drugs.

Hardway: Do you know when that would have been?
Tirado: ' Mo.
Hardway: Do you know when he would have been a sympathizer

for, with the Communist Party?
Tirado: I think it was before we got married.
Tirado: Well, I'm completely sure. Being Communist, being

policeman. All of that, it was after I meet him.

Hardway: Do you know why—
Tirado: I mean before I meet him.
Hardway: Do you know why they asked you to keep quiet after

the first interrogation?

Tirado: No, I don't.
Hardway: Did you ever attend a party where lee Harvey Oswald

was present?
Tirade: The party where Lee, no, I don't know that he attends

some parties.
Hardway: The question was, did you ever attend a party where

he was present?

Tirado: No.

Hardway: That's all I've cot.
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Cornwell: Just two brief matters and 1 promise we will end
this very lone questioning session. ’
The questions which were just asked you about which
languages he spoke, by Mr. Hardway, when the call
was made.to the Russian Embassy, what language was
spoken there?

Tirado: Spanish.
Cornwell: Did the Russians speak ..Spanish too?
Tirado: Yes.
Cornwell: Did az any point in that conversation Russian-speaking

people get involved? Did anyone at the Russian
Embassy speak Russian to you?

Tirado: I don't speak Russian.
Cornwall: Well. I understand that. Did you at any point put

Oswald on the phone and let him talk?
Tirado: No, no.
Cornwell: The reason I'm asking of course is to try to jog

your memory. Did he at any point in that transaction
speak Russian? Did Oswald speak Russian that you
recall?

Tirado: No.
Cornwell: The second question, just to be sure that we've got

your memory as accurate as we can on it, have vou not
spoken to Azcue at all since 1953?
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Silvia Tirado Interview
Pace 55.

Tirado: That's something that I don't exactly remember.
If he came once or if he was with his son, but I
knew all about Fidel's and Azcue's conversations.

.'Corriwell: So you do remember either talking to Azcue or his
son about the Oswald trip?

Tirado: Not the Oswald trip, the Fidel, what he says. Be­
cause Azcue was called by Fidel Castro in that day
when the Cuban Ambassador sent my report. That's
what I told you the other day. In the same day
they speak to Azcue, Fidel, they spoke, they have a
conversation, and then on the second day, that Sun­
day present, they protest to Mexican Ambassador.

Cornwell: You described to us earlier how the Ambassador filed
a report. Did you ever see the report?

Tirado: No.
Cornwell: Do you know what was in it by any other means? To

the best of your knowledge, it would at least have
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TAPE 3
Sylvia Tirado (Duran)
Paca 1.

Cornwall: Okay. The first part of your memory is that,
as. I understand it, the Ambassador filed a report
within three days or so after the assassination
and your arrest, right?
Then you mentioned something about Fidel talking
to Azcue is that correct?

Tirado: Yes.
Cornwell: How did you learn that?
Tirado: That's what I don't remember.
Cornwell: Okay. Ac any rate, what can you remember about

the nature of that contact? Between Azcue and
Fidel?

Tirado: Fidel asked ham what happened exactly that day in
the Consulate and Azcue tried to remember every­
thing and he said what he knew, that Fidel was
afraid of uh, if I was going to say something
false to, because I was threatened by the police,
and uh, Ascue says than no, than I was honest and
I was not going to do anything false. That that was
not the right thing, the truth, . . .

Cornwell: Okay. In other words, Fidel was worried about
the possibility that you would say something againsi
the Cuban Government?

Tirado: Yes.

Cornwell: And that's because you were a Mexican citizen, is
that correct?
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Sylvia Tirado
Pace 2.

Tirado: And I was, . . .(asked Lopez how to translate)
threatened.

Cornwell: Okay. So he was azraid that the Mexican authori­
ties might threaten you and that you might say
something against the Cuban Government?

Tirado: Yeah. Because the police many times told me, Zou
have to say the truth. Remember that you have a
little child. And. . .remember, you have a daugh­
ter. And remember you have a daughter. All the
time they were telling me this.

Cornwell: Okay. Did you possess any information that might
have incriminated the Cuban Government?

Tirado: No.
Cornwell: Ana you can't remember how it is that you learned

about this questioning of Az cue by Fidel, is that
right?

Tirado: Yeah.
Cornwell: Then, several years Later, you had another•conver­

sation with either Azcue or his son, is that cor­
rect?

Tirado: Yes .
Cornwell: Do you think it might have been AZcue?
Tirado: Could be.
Cornwell: Is that when you learned about his conversations

with Fidel?
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Sylvia Tirado
page 3.

Cornwell: During that period of tine, when you spoka to
Azcue two or three years later, what if anything
did he have to say about the assassination?

Tirado: What did he say?
Cornwell: Yes.
Tirado: I don't know.
Cornwell: When you believed you may have talked to him.

■ Did he have any theories or speculation?
Tirado: I don't remember. I only remember the part that

they were talking about me.
Cornwell: Did he believe as strongly as you apparently do .

that the person who was on television and in the
newspapers was the same man who went into the Con­
sulate?

Tirado: Yes. I don't know about television because he
was not here.

Cornwell: He was not on television here?
Tirado: No, no. Azcue was not here.
Cornwell: I know, but I mean when you talked to him two or

three years later. Did he say anything about that?
Tirado: No. I don't remember.
Cornwell: Do you think for sure that the man who was on tele­

vision, was the man who came to the Consulate?
Tirado: Yes.
Cornwell: The man who was killed by Jack Ruby?
Tirado: Yes.



Sylvia Tirado
Page 4.

Cornwell: Did you see him being killed by P.uby on televi­
sion?

Tirado: Yes, yes.
Cornwell: Was there anything about him that looked different

to you?
Tirado: Wo. It was black and white. Sc I couldn't see

the color. . 3ut he looks like the one that I
met.

Cornwell: Guess that's all the questions and thank you again
for being so patient with us and answering all of
our endless questions.

Lopez: It is 9:15 p.m.
br 7-5-73
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Mr. Cornwell. Also there is a diagram which is made reference
to in the transcript. We might mark that separately as F-440B,
and with your permission, also enter that in the record, Mr. Chair­
man.

Chairman Stokes. Without objection, it may be entered into the
record.

[The information follows:]
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Mr. Cornwell. The early portion of the transcript simply estab­
lished her present name, that her name in 1963 was Sylvia Tirado
Duran, the fact that the tape recording of the interview began at
5:45 in the afternoon, and that her birthday is November 22, 1937.

We might ask that those who have transcripts—there were
copies provided both for the press and the public and to the com­
mittee, if you would turn to page 5, we will begin the tape record­
ing at the top of page 5 of the transcript.

[Tape recording was played.]
Mr. Cornwell. At that point, Mrs. Tirado did make a sketch of

the consulate which is now part of the record. We would ask,
however, that we now move to page 19 of the transcript and
continue her testimony at that point, near the bottom of page 19.

[Tape recording was played.]
Mr. Cornwell. At this point, Mr. Chairman, we would ask that

we turn to page 25 of the transcript, beginning near the bottom.
[Tape recording was played.]
Mr. Cornwell. We next ask, Mr. Chairman, that we turn to

page 45, or 40, excuse me, near the top of the page.
[Tape recording was played.]
Mr. Cornwell. At this point, Mr. Chairman, I would ask that we

turn to page 47, near the top portion of the page.
[Tape recording was played.]
Mr. Cornwell. I next ask, Mr. Chairman, that we turn to page

54, toward the middle or slight upper portion of the page.
[The playing of the recording was resumed.]
Mr. Cornwell. And the final portion of the tape recording, Mr.

Chairman, begins on the following page, which is labeled page 1 of
tape 2.

[The playing of the recording was resumed.]
Mr. Cornwell. Mr. Chairman, we also, while we were in Mexico,

spoke to Mr. Horacio Duran. That is the man who is displayed in
the blue coat, in JFK exhibit F-432, and who was Sylvia Duran’s
husband in 1953. We also spoke to Ruben Duran, who is Horacio’s
brother, and who is displayed in the white shirt in JFK exhibit
F-431. And to Betty Serratos, the lady on the left in the array of
JFK exhibits, numbered F-430, and who was the wife of Ruben.

Each of those individuals was, of course, around Sylvia, spoke to
her during the traumatic events after the assassination of the
President. And each of them provided information to us of substan­
tially the same nature in all significant respects as that which you
have just heard in the tape recording of Sylvia Duran.

We would ask at this time that those three exhibits be placed
into evidence.

Chairman Stokes. Without objection, they may be entered into
the record at this point.

[The information follows:]
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JFK Exhibit F-432
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JFK Exhibit F-431
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JFK Exhibit F-430
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Mr. Fauntroy. Would the gentleman yield, Mr. Chairman.
Chairman Stokes. The gentleman from the District of Columbia.
Mr. Fauntroy. I take it that their statements are also a part of

the record, a part of our files.
Mr. Cornwell. They are part of the files of the committee, that

is correct.
Mr. Fauntroy. Thank you.
Chairman Stokes. Is counsel finished?
Mr. Cornwell. Yes, Mr. Chairman.
Chairman Stokes. The Chair recognizes Professor Blakey.
Mr. Blakey. Mr. Chairman, the next witness to be called is

Eusebio Azcue Lopez. Mr. Azcue was the Cuban consul in Mexico
City in September 1963 who informed the individual who visited
the consulate and gave his name as Lee Harvey Oswald that he
would not be issued a visa to Cuba. Senor Azcue is presently living
in retirement in Cuba. It would be appropriate at this time, Mr.
Chairman, to call Senor Azcue.

Chairman Stokes. Prior to calling the witness, the Chair will
once again advise that this particular witness, due to security
reasons, we are requesting that all persons remain in their seats
any time the witness comes into the hearing room or at any time
that the witness is leaving the hearing room. We ask that all
persons please cooperate with those arrangements with the
committee.

At this time the committee calls Mr. Azcue.
The Chair requests first that the interpreter please stand and be

sworn.
Sir, do you solemnly swear that the testimony you interpret

before the committee will be a truthful and accurate interpretation
of the testimony of the witness to the best of your ability?

Mr. Anthony J. Hervas. I do.
Chairman Stokes. Thank you. I would ask that the witness be

sworn.
Mr. Azcue, please raise your right hand. Do you solemnly swear

that the testimony you will give before this committee is the truth,
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God?

Senor Azcue [through the interpreter]. Yes, sir.
Chairman Stokes. Thank you. You may be seated.
Does counsel desire to be heard prior to the witness testifying?
Mr. Standard. Yes; with the Chairman’s permission. My name is

Michael Standard of the law firm of Rabinowitz, Boudin & Stand­
ard of New York.

Mr. Cornwell. Excuse me, Mr. Standard. Would you mind
moving the microphone so we can make a record of your state­
ment.

Mr. Standard. For the past 17 years the office has represented
the legal interests of the Government of Cuba in the United States.

To my immediate left sits Sr. Eusebio Azcue, the witness. To his
left sits Sr. Ricardo Escartin, first secretary and consul of the
Cubem Interest Section in Washington; and to his left, Capt. Felipe
VA/ra’ °f t^ie Ministry of the Interior of the Republic of Cuba.

Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, I appear here
today in two capacities. One, to reflect the view of the Cuban
Government that the assassination of President John F. Kennedy 
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was an act of the vilest kind, an act unacceptable by any standards
of human and political behavior. . .

Both at the time of the convening of the Warren Commission
and today, the Cuban Government has cooperated to the fullest
extent in providing what information it has at its disposal to the
U.S. authorities investigating the event.

Second, to accompany two former consuls of the Republic of Cuba
who were present in Mexico City in the period September 1963
through August 1964, both of whom appear today of their own
volition, and as a result of the Cuban Government’s decision to
provide the Congress of the United States with the testimony of
such witnesses as may aid in the process of gathering evidence
regarding the assassination.

On the day following the assassination, President Castro, in a
speech televised to the people of Cuba, and devoted exclusively to
the implications for his country, said, and I quote:

It is in the interest of the American people and all the people of the world that it
be known, that it be demanded what is really behind the Kennedy assassination,
that all the facts be revealed.

On April 3, 1978 members and staff of this committee had an
extensive interview with President Fidel Castro in Havana. Presi­
dent Castro made it abundantly clear, and I quote from the tran­
script of the interview:

We are very much interested in having Kennedy’s assassination clarified because
in one way or the other attempts have been made to try to have Cuba involved in it.
We have our conscience clear. There is nothing as important as having your con­
science clean—absolutely clean. That’s why it is not a matter of conscience, but
rather a matter of political, historical interest to have all these problems clarified.

It is in that context, and with that hope, that Senors Azcue and
Mirabal appear here today. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman Stokes. Thank you, counsel.
The Chair at this time recognizes Mr. Gary Cornwell.

TESTIMONY OF SENOR EUSEBIO AZCUE LOPEZ, FORMER
CUBAN CONSUL IN MEXICO CITY

[The examination of Senor Azcue was conducted through the
interpreter.]

Mr. Cornwell. Would you state your name for the record.
Senor Azcue. Eusebio Azcue Lopez.
Mr. Cornwell. Senor Azcue, you are presently a resident and a

citizen of Cuba, is that correct?
Senor Azcue. Yes, sir.
Mr. Cornwell. What is your age?
Senor Azcue. 67.
Mr. Cornwell. And where were you born?
Senor Azcue. Havana, Cuba.
Mr. Cornwell. You are presently retired?
Senor Azcue. Yes, sir, I am retired.
Mr. Cornwell. In 1963, what was your occupation?
Senor Azcue. Consul of Cuba in Mexico, Mexico City.
Mr. Cornwell. Senor Azcue, when did you first go to live in

Mexico prior to 1963?
Senor Azcue. In 1944.
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Mr. Cornwell. What was the basic nature of your occupation

between that date and 1963?
Senor Azcue. I was an architect in Mexico before the triumph of

the revolution. At the time the revolution triumphed, I was re­
quested to take charge of the Cuban consulate in Mexico City.

Mr. Cornwell. For how long a period of time or until what date
did you hold that position?

Senor Azcue. Until November 18, 1963, though since the month
of September of 1963 I had started to turn over affairs to the new
consul who was to replace me, Mr. Alfredo Mirabal.

Mr. Cornwell. And on November 18, 1963, when you did ulti­
mately turn over that position to Senor Mirabal, where did you go?

Senor Azcue. I went directly and definitively to Havana.
Mr. Cornwell. I would like to direct your attention to an exhibit

which has been marked for identification as JFK exhibit F-408.
That exhibit is provided in an enlargement form, and a photograph

f.
of it in a smaller form has been handed to the witness.

Can you tell us what type of document that is?
Senor Azcue. This form is a request that was given to foreigners

who approached the consulate requesting a visa to travel to Cuba.
Mr. Cornwell. May we have that exhibit admitted into evi­

dence, Mr. Chairman?
Chairman Stokes. Without objection, it may be entered in the

record at this point.
[The information follows:]

h
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Mr. Cornwell. Senor Azcue, can you tell us, do you recognize

that document?
Senor Azcue. Yes; it is a document that we used at the consulate

to be completed at the request of the applicant.
Mr. Cornwell. The document bears the date 1963. Would you

tell us what function that document served during that period of
time.

Senor Azcue. This document?
Mr. Cornwell. That is correct.
Senor Azcue. We had large amounts of printed forms of this

nature, of these applications, and they had to be completed in
sextuplicate, that is to say six copies of this document, to which
were attached their photographs. They had to affix their signa­
tures, as well as provide all the detailed information that was
required to accompany the request.

Mr. Cornwell. Senor Azcue, this particular document bears the
name Lee Harvey Oswald, and the date September 27, 1963. Do you
recall the occasion upon which this application was filed with your
consulate?

Senor Azcue. Fine. This gentleman wants me to narrate the
antecedents of the visits of this individual to the consulate. Is that
the nature of the question?

Mr. Cornwell. That is correct. If you recall the occasion on
which this specific application was filed, would you describe that
occasion for us.

Senor Azcue. Certainly, with pleasure. Yes, this gentleman ap­
peared on the date indicated at the consulate, requesting a visa to
travel to Cuba. This gentleman was referred to, as was the usual
practice in the consulate, to Mrs. Sylvia Duran, a Mexican citizen,
who was responsible for handling these contacts with persons ap­
plying for such visas.

Mr. Cornwell. Senor Azcue, in a previous interview with the
staff you stated that the very first occasion to your memory on
which you saw this individual was 1 to 2 days before the date on
this application. Is that still accurate to the best of your memory?

Senor Azcue. It is something that I cannot state categorically. I
cannot state whether it was on the very same day, a day before, or
several days before, and I am in a position to explain why.

Mr. Cornwell. Please do.
Senor Azcue. He approaches us. The secretary normally takes

care of the case. There is no need for me personally to go out to see
him unless he specifically requests that I do so, as a special case,
that he requests either my presence or the presence of another
Cuban consul responsible. He did so. He requested my presence
because when he initially formulated the application with the sec­
retary, the secretary explained to him all of the requirements that
he would have to fulfill in order to obtain the visa. And as he was
carrying along certain documents which he believed would be suffi­
cient for the visa, and the secretary could not resolve the case, he
then calls upon me to see whether I, upon examination of those
documents, can proceed to issue the visa immediately. I answered
negatively.

The documents that he submits are not enough. He is exhibiting
or producing documents such as, one, attesting to his membership 
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in the U.S. Communist Party. Also another indicating that he is a
member of the Fair Play for Cuba Committee. Also another docu­
ment indicating his residence in the Soviet Union, as well as a
marriage certificate to a Soviet citizen.

Upon presentation of these documents, he thinks that I will be
able to solve his problem and grant him a visa.

I at that time tell him that this is not sufficient; that I must
request authorization from the Cuban Government. And at that
point he agrees to proceed to fill the application out in order to
process the visa.

At that point, he leaves the consulate, conceivably to look for
some photographs. One could think whether he returned on that
very same date with the photographs; it is possible that he might
have returned on that very same date with the photographs, or
that he might have returned the following day.

As far as the date that appears herein, and bearing in mind that
I received him on three occasions, maybe it would be possible to
determine that on this very same date, it is possible, I cannot fully
guarantee this, it is possible that on that same day he might have
made the first two visits to the consulate; one during the morning
very early, and the second one a little later, bringing the photo­
graphs in order to complete the application.

There is a sufficient time for such a thing.
Mr. Cornwell. Was the first visit of this man that you have just

described to us during the normal working hours at the consulate?
Senor Azcue. Yes, without a doubt. The consulate opened at 10

in the morning and closed at 2.
Mr. Cornwell. Directing your attention, then, to the second

occasion on which, as you have just described, the individual re­
turned with photographs which could be attached to the visa appli­
cation, what occurred on that second occasion?

Senor Azcue. I did not assist. I was not present at the very time
when the secretary receives the photograph and fills the docu­
ments. That is a function that pertains properly to her. He very
probably insisted once again on the need to proceed urgently to
Cuba or to transit Cuba.

As the amount of time required to process this document by our
own Government was one that I could not predetermine, it could
be a matter of 15 days, 20 days, or the response could be negative,
during this second visit that he makes to me I bring up or note
that if he already had a visa to go to the Soviet Union, I would be
in a position to grant him a visa to Cuba without the need to
consult my Government, in terms of a transit to the Soviet Union.

This should have been clearly stated or established during the
course of the second visit that he made. Whether it might have
been on the same day or 2 days thereafter, I tend to believe that it
will have been on the date that appears on the application, that is
to say on the 27th.

Mr. Cornwell. So the second occasion that you have just de­
scribed would have been the date on the visa application, Septem­
ber 27, is that correct?

Senor Azcue. That is very correct.
Mr. Cornwell. At the termination of the conversation on this

occasion, what if anything did the individual do?
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Senor Azcue. I believe, and this is something I think, that he left
or withdrew from the consulate, and we can imagine or conclude
that he attempted to obtain a visa from the Soviet Union, because
he was a resident of the Soviet Union and he was married to a
Soviet citizen, according to what he stated.

Mr. Cornwell. After he left on this second occasion, did you
have any conversations with the Soviet Embassy about this rou­
tine, in other words, about the possibility of him obtaining a visa
from the Soviet Embassy?

Senor Azcue. I don’t know whether it was that very same day or
on the following day. A few years have gone by since, and it is very
difficult to determine or recall exactly the manner in which the
events occurred exactly. It is possible to reconstruct a sequence.

It could have been that very same day or the following day. But
obviously if the first two visits took place on the 27th, the third
visit would have had to take place on the following day, because in
and during the same day it is not possible to complete three visits
that are separated by time, and at the same time to undertake the
necessary actions to obtain the photographs we needed.

In fact, after he left the consulate, I received a telephone call
from the consulate of the Soviet Union. I cannot guarantee wheth­
er it was on that very same day or on the following day. But
whatever day it might have been, the consulate of the Soviet Union
gets in touch with me over the phone. And the consul tells me that
apparently the documents that he is exhibiting or producing attest­
ing to his residence in the Soviet Union and his marriage certifi­
cate with the Soviet citizen are apparently legal, are correct, and
he believes that they are correct. But without a doubt he cannot
issue the visa without consulting Moscow.

Consequently, I cannot, in turn, grant him a visa to transit Cuba
without consulting the Government. That was the content of my
telephone conversation with the Soviet consulate.

Mr. Cornwell. After that conversation, did you again see the
individual, did he return to the consulate?

Senor Azcue. Yes, sir. That was the third and last time I saw
him. He possibly thinking that his documents had been legalized
orally, verbally, that I would consequently change my attitude and
in view of the legality of the document would grant him the visa;
these were his hopes. And in addition one noticed that he was very
anxious that we grant him the visa, because we never had any
individual that was so insistent or persistent, in. spite of our refus­
als which were logical and legal.

Mr. Cornwell. Did all three of these visits occur during normal
working hours at the consulate?

Senor Azcue. We never received anybody, any individual, outside
these regular office hours.

Mr. Cornwell. As I understood your testimony, the first visit
may or may not have been on September 27. The second visit was
most probably on September 27. And the third visit would have
been most probably on a day afterward, is that correct?

Senor Azcue. That is correct. I believe that on the 27th, that was
the day that the application was completed. I have no doubt about
it.
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The first visit, however, could have been that very same day,
earlier in the day. And the third visit could have taken place the
following day or could have been on the same 27th if the first visit
had taken place on the 26th.

But my private opinion, the first two visits took place on the
27th and the last one, after my conversation with the Soviet
consul, was on the following day, that is to say September 28.

I believe this would be the most reasonable thing if one were to
analyze it.

Mr. Cornwell. September 27, 1963, was a Friday. Does that
mean that the third visit could have occurred on the following
Saturday?

Senor Azcue. On Saturday, exactly.
Mr. Cornwell. The consulate was open on Saturday.
Senor Azcue. Saturday morning—not open to the public.
Mr. Cornwell. Would you tell us how the conversation on the

third visit ended.
Senor Azcue. He had great hopes that I would grant him the

visa in transit. When I told him no, that if the Soviet Union does .
not grant him the visa as destination of his trip, I cannot grant
him an in-transit visa to Cuba without consulting my government.

He always had a face which reflected unhappiness. He was never
friendly. He was persistent. And he was not pleasant.

So on the last visit, when he loses the opportunity to obtain the
visa, he gets very worked up. And then in English, which is a
language that I have not full command, and all our conversations
took place in English, and with great effort on my part because it
is a language that I do not have full command of, but I do hear
him make statements that are directed against us, and he accuses
us of being bureaucrats, and in a very discourteous manner.

At that point I also become upset and I tell him to leave the
consulate, maybe somewhat violently or emotionally. Then he
leaves the consulate, and he seems to be mumbling to himself, and
he slams the door, also in a very discourteous manner.

That was the last time we saw him around.
Mr. Cornwell. Was he with anyone on any of these occasions?
Senor Azcue. With my colleague, Mirabal, who probably was

always with me, because I was together with him. I was the exiting
consul and he was the new consul. I am handling this case because
I had a better knowledge of the English language than he did. But
we were both handling the case, he in order to become more
familiar with the situation and I also in order to train him.

So this was a colleague of mine who saw him, how many times I
don’t know, whether on one or two or all three occasions; he was a
colleague who was present there, and I know that he also saw him.

And in addition to Consul Mirabal, he was also seen by the
secretary, because she was the one who took care of his application.

The three of us were the only ones who were able to see Oswald,
nobody else. He could not have seen anybody else, because the
business that brought him to us was one that was of the exclusive
responsibility of the consulate. And therein the only ones present
were the three of us.
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Mr. Cornwell. Was the individual who came to your consulate
on these three occasions accompanied by any other persons? Did
anyone come with him?

Senor Azcue. I never saw. The private area of the consulate,
from this private area it is difficult to observe who comes in from
the street. My secretary from the chancery, maybe she was able to
see. But whenever I emerged from that area, and to the chancery, I
always saw him alone.

Mr. Cornwell. Did he say anything in any of the conversations
with you which would have indicated that he either had a compan­
ion with him in Mexico City or that he knew any persons who lived
in Mexico City?

Senor Azcue. No, never. We did not hold any conversations other
than those directly related to the visa.

Mr. Cornwell. If I could direct your attention again to the JFK
exhibit F-408, I would like to ask you first, was the document
signed in your presence?

Senor Azcue. No. It is not necessary. It is never necessary. This
is a document that is provided to him by the secretary. It is filled
in by the secretary. She affixes the photograph, turns it over to
him, and right there he signs, until it is sent, forwarded to Cuba,
through the pouch.

Mr. Cornwell. Would it have been necessary, under the usual
custom and practice of your office at that time, for the document to
have been signed on the premises of the consulate?

Senor Azcue. This document or this application does not leave
the desk of the secretary. She types it out and places the photo­
graph, places the seal, and hands it over for the individual’s signa­
ture.

Mr. Cornwell. You told us earlier that the normal procedure for
the preparation of such applications was that more than one copy
of the document was made, is that correct?

Senor Azcue. Yes, six. Six photographs, six signatures, and six
copies of the application is complete.

Mr. Cornwell. Do you feel certain about your memory today as
to the number of copies that are made or were made in 1963?

Senor Azcue. Yes, absolutely. There was never an exception
made. They come already together in a bunch.

Mr. Cornwell. The copies as opposed to the original, the carbon
copies, were they signed separately or was the carbon paper used to
transfer a signature from one to the other?

Senor Azcue. No, one by one, because the paper is very thick.
This is mimeograph-type paper.

Chairman Stokes. Will counsel suspend for a moment? I think
this would be an appropriate place for us to take a 5-minute recess
at this time. The Chair requests that as the witness departs from
the room, that all persons remain in their seats please until the
witness has left the room after which we will have a 5-minute
recess.

[A brief recess was taken.]
Chairman Stokes. The committee will come to order.
All persons in the hearing room are requested to remain in their

seats while the witness is being brought in to the witness table
I he Chair recognizes counsel for the committee, Mr. Cornwell.
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Mr. Cornwell. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
Before we begin again, I believe that we neglected to have the

interpreter identify himself for the record.
Would you do so?
Mr. Hervas. My name is Anthony J. H-e-r-v-a-s.
Mr. Cornwell. Thank you.
Senor Azcue, I would like at this time to show you JFK exhibit

F-407. For the record, that would appear to be a carbon copy of the
previous JFK exhibit F-408. The previous JFK exhibit, F-408, is a
photograph of a visa application which the staff of this committee;
took while they were in Cuba this year. It was taken of a document
which was provided to us by the Cuban Government in an original
form. We were allowed to inspect the original and to photograph it.

The exhibit which we just placed on the easel, JFK F-407, is a
photograph of a visa application which was provided to the Warren
Commission in 1964 by the Cuban Government. As you can tell, the
writing on JFK F-407 appears to be somewhat displaced on the
lines; part of it sitting directly on top of lines instead of resting
over them as you would expect, and otherwise its content appears
to be virtually identical to 408.

Would the two documents in that form have been expected,
based upon the usual procedures in effect at the consulate in 1963?

Mr. Hervas. May I ask a question? Did you say would the two
documents have been expected or inspected?

Mr. Cornwell. Expected to be in that form with those type of
variations based upon the procedures in effect at the consulate in
1963?

Senor Azcue. Do you have some other copy of the actual size
that I could be able to look at or analyze because from this distance
it is for me very difficult to see the exhibit on the easel.

Mr. Cornwell. Senor Azcue, would you like to go to the easel to
get a better picture of the blowups? Do the representatives from
the National Archives have a small photograph of that document
with them here today?

OK, we do have a smaller photograph we will show the witness.
It is also marked for identification as JFK F-407.

Senor Azcue. As I stated before, the paper on which the applica­
tion is printed is a very thick or heavy paper. So it is not possible
to prepare six copies at one time, not even three in an ordinary
typewriter such as the one Sylvia Duran had in the consulate.
Conceivably, she prepared them two at a time, an original and one
copy, an original and one copy, an original and one copy.

So conceivably it is possible that there be some differences be­
tween some of them, between three, for instance.

Mr. Cornwell. But at any rate your examination of the two
documents would indicate that JFK F-407 is a carbon copy of the
original JFK-408; is that correct?

Senor Azcue. I am not an expert on these matters, but any one
of you could—and I cannot see very well either and the quality of
the copy is not very clear. However, in looking at these two docu­
ments I note that the words appear exactly one on top of the other
in both documents in the same places.
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So, consequently, it seems reasonable to conclude that the copy,

that the second exhibit constitutes a copy of the first one. It would
be very difficult to place them in separate.

In spite of my limitations, I believe I can affirm that this one is
the original and this other one is the copy. One does notice, if one
analyzes the margin on the right side, that the text on both copies
coincides perfectly one with the other. That is very difficult to do
otherwise.

Mr. Cornwell. Senor Azcue, the pictures on the upper lefthand
portion of each document would appear to be of the same individu-

fal; is that correct?
Senor Azcue. Yes, sir.
Mr. Cornwell. Do those pictures of that individual appear to

ou to be the same individual who visited the consulate in Mexico
ity on the occasions you have previously described to us?
Senor Azcue. Truly, this photograph is one that I saw for the

first time when the honorable U.S. committee members came to
Cuba in April of this year, and I was surprised that I believe that it
was not the same person. Fifteen years had gone by so it is very
ifficult for me to be in a position to guarantee it in a categorical

form.
j But my belief is that this gentleman was not, is not, the person

or the individual who went to the consulate.
Mr. Cornwell. Directing your attention to the period of time

immediately after the assassination, the day of the assassination or
the day after the assassination, did you during that period of time
have an occasion to see pictures of the alleged assassin in the
newspapers or to observe on television the man identified at that
time as Lee Harvey Oswald?

Senor Azcue. Yes, sir, not so close to the date, not in the first
few days, not immediately thereafter. Some time I calculate ap­
proximately—and I say this because I am not a great movie fan,
but it was in mid-December approximately—I saw at that time the
film in which Ruby appears assassinating the Oswald who was
there, and I was not able to identify him and only 2 months had
gone by since I had seen the Oswald who appeared at the consul­
ate. And I had a clear mental picture because we had had an
unpleasant discussion and he had not been very pleasant to me and
I did not recognize when I first saw him. I did not recognize
Oswald.

The man who went to the consulate was a man over 30 years of
age and very thin, very thin faced. And the individual I saw in the
movie was a young man, considerably younger, and a fuller face.

Mr. Cornwell. What color hair did the individual have to the
best of your memory who visited the consulate?

Senor Azcue. He was blond, dark blond.
Mr. Cornwell. Did the individual you saw in the movie, the

person who was killed by Jack Ruby, resemble more closely the
individual in these photographs to your memory than the individu­
al who visited the consulate?

Senor Azcue. I believe so.
Mr. Cornwell. I would like to show you JFK exhibit F-434 Do

the representatives from the National Archives have the original
or a small photograph of that exhibit?
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While they are looking, Mr. Chairman, I believe we neglected to

ask that JFK exhibit F-407 be admitted into evidence.
Chairman Stokes. Without objection it may be entered into evi­

dence.
[The information follows:]

JFK Exhibit F-407

Mr. Cornwell. That is a passport. May we have that exhibit
admitted into evidence, Mr. Chairman, JFK F-434?

Chairman Stokes. Without objection it may be entered into evi-
\ dence.

[The information follows:]



JFK Exhibit F-434

Mr. Cornwell. Did the individual who visited the consulate look
like that individual?

Senor Azcue. No.
Mr. Cornwell. What differences were there?
Senor Azcue. Many differences. The individual who visited the

consulate is one whose physiognomy or whose face I recall very
clearly. He had a hard face. He had very straight eyebrows, cold,
hard, and straight eyes. His cheeks were thin. His nose was very
straight and pointed. This gentleman looks like he is somewhat
heavier, more filled, his eyes are at an angle with the outside of his 
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eye, at an angle with his face. I would have never identified him or
recognized him.

I believe I can recall with fairly good accuracy the individual in
such a way that I could recognize him now in a group of 100, that
is better than a photograph of him because obviously during a
period of 15 years he might change. I think I could recognize him,
and this is not him.

Mr. Cornwell. We would like to show you what has been previ­
ously admitted into evidence in this case as Exhibit 194. As you
can see, Senor Azcue, the pictures on the right are simply blowups
of the same visa application, but I would like to direct your atten­
tion to the two pictures on the left which come from photographs
taken by the Dallas Police Department.

I ask you if that individual looks like the man who visited the
consulate?

Senor Azcue. I would have never recognized him as I did not
recognize him in the movie where he dies, and I can, however,
identify him as or think of him as the person who was killed or
assassinated by Ruby. It is a question of personal evaluation on my
part. But it is very clearly imprinted.

Mr. Cornwell. The staff of the committee has had an opportuni­
ty to speak to Mrs. Sylvia Duran, and during the interview with
her she expressed no doubt about the fact that the person who was
killed in Dallas by Jack Ruby was the individual who visited the
consulate.

Do you have any reason to question her memory or the reason
that her memory might differ from yours?

Senor Azcue. Categorically, I could not affirm it without any
doubt. However, it is possible that she might be more susceptible to
impression or more impressionable than I. I remember what I saw
on the film and also what I saw on TV later or maybe before. I
remember that moment when he was killed and I remember I did
not recognize him. I did not have any prejudices or preconceptions.

I wanted to recognize, however, only 2 months had gone by. It
was between September and November. At that time I was much
younger. That was 15 years ago, and I think that because of my
own profession I probably had better eyes. And because of the
impression that was made by this person who visited the consulate,
for these reasons, maybe my version is correct or more correct.

Mr. Cornwell. Thank you. I have no further questions.
Chairman Stokes. At this point the procedure will be as follows:

The Chair will recognize the gentleman from North Carolina,
chairman of the Kennedy subcommittee, Mr. Preyer, for such time
as he may consume, after which the committee will operate under
the 5-minute rule.

The Chair recognizes Mr. Preyer.
Mr. Preyer. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
Mr. Azcue, it is good to see you again.
As I understand it, at the time Lee Harvey Oswald visited the

consul in Mexico there were three people who could have seen him:
yourself, Sylvia Duran and Mr. Mirabal. Is that correct?

Senor Azcue. That is correct.
Mr. Preyer. And you were the consul at that time and Mr.

Mirabal was in training to replace you as consul?
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Senor Azcue. I would say it was the opposite. The consul who
was already functioning as such was Mirabal. From the very time
he arrived as a designated consul. When the consul arrives—of
course, there could be two or three consuls—but when the consul
arrives, he takes over the functions, the responsibilities, and I was
turning over the official business of the consulate to him.

Mr. Preyer. What I was getting at was, you had been the consul
before Mr. Mirabal arrived?

Senor Azcue. Yes.
Mr. Preyer. Mr. Mirabal came to replace you as consul?
Senor Azcue. Yes. .
Mr. Preyer. At the time of the assassination on November 22,

you were no longer in Mexico and Mr. Mirabal remained as the
consul at that time; is that correct?

Senor Azcue. I had already returned to Cuba and Mirabal had
assumed the position of consul there alone.

Mr. Preyer. You returned to Cuba, as I understand it, on No­
vember 18, which was, of course, after your encounters with
Oswald and before the assassination; is that correct?

Senor Azcue. That was the case. I returned on November 18.
Mr. Preyer. Did your return to Cuba have anything to do with

your encounters with Oswald or did it have anything to do with the
assassination of President Kennedy?

Senor Azcue. It was not related to any of those things. I re­
turned to Cuba because all of my family was already there. As of
June of that year I had been awaiting a consul to replace me
because I already had a son studying in Havana and a son working
there and already in June they had given me permission to return
permanently to Cuba.

I was not able to return before because they were not sending me
a consul to replace me, and the reason I did not leave immediately
upon Mr. Mirabal’s arrival was, first, because I had to train him.
He did not have any experience in the handling of consular affairs
there, and, second, because there was a meeting or congress of
consuls being held at that time and I was asked to stay. This was
because of my connections developed over the 5 years that I had
spent there.

Mr. Preyer. So that it is fair to sum up your answer by saying
you were not recalled by the Cuban Government, but, you, at your
request, returned to Cuba?

Mr. Hervas. Excuse me, sir, did you say at your wish?
Mr. Preyer. Yes, at his wish.
Senor Azcue. I cannot say it was at my wish exclusively. I need

the permission of the Government of Cuba, but I had requested my
return in June because, as I noted previously, my sons were back
in Havana. One was already working. One was studying there. I
was then alone in Mexico with my smaller daughter, and I also
wanted her to study in Cuba. I wanted to return there.

Mr. Preyer. I would like to turn to the visa application, the JFK
exhibit F-408, for a moment. •

In the middle of that document, over on the right-hand side
there is a printed date that says October 10, 1963. I don’t believe
there has been any discussion about that as yet.

Could you tell us what that date is?
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Senor Azcue. I will relate the manner in which I believe that
appeared. We sent, of the six copies of the application with photo­
graphs, five to Havana. Those are distributed by the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs to different organizations in government, different
entities, and these receive different copies of the document. Immi­
gration possibly receives two copies. The Interior Ministry receives
a copy. Each organization receiving a copy might possibly stamp
the date of receipt of the document on such a document. One
organization in this case must have stamped that date on the
document. On the other document, the organization probably did
not have its routine practice to date such document because it was
not a rigid requirement.

Mr. Preyer. So that this was a date stamped on the document in
Cuba.

Senor Azcue. I believe that that is so, because if we received the
reapplication on 27th, we never hold on to or retain, in order to
protect the interest of the applicant, the document for such a long
period of time before forwarding it to Cuba. We will be mailing it
in the next mail departure, 2 or 3 days at most, and this date,
October 10, corresponds more closely to what I had just indicated,
that is, to the distribution of the correspondence to the different
entities, where they are supposed to receive copies of this docu­
ment, that is, 13 days thereafter.

Mr. Preyer. So it does not indicate that Lee Harvey Oswald was
in Mexico on October 10.

Senor Azcue. No; in no manner. He never returned to the con­
sulate. We never saw him again. This date is completely independ­
ent of Mr. Oswald. This is an internal matter.

Mr. Preyer. Looking again at this document, the visa application
form, doesn’t it indicate on this form how long Oswald wanted to
stay in Cuba?

Senor Azcue. Here it should be stated. Sometimes we included it,
2 weeks, and, if possible, a longer period of time.

Mr. Preyer. Does it also indicate when Oswald wanted to leave
for Cuba?

Senor Azcue. Proposed date of arrival in Cuba, September 30,
1963.

Mr. Preyer. That was just 3 days after he applied for the visa,
and I believe you have testified earlier today that you had never
seen anyone so persistent in seeking a visa.

Did Oswald tell you why he was in such a hurry to get to Cuba?
Senor Azcue. None whatsoever. He arrived there convinced that

with the documents that he exhibited at the time, I would issue the
visa immediately, and one can analyze the fact that if he had a
great need to go to the Soviet Union, he would have chosen the
shortest route, and that was not through Cuba.

Mr. Preyer. But he gave you no explanation of why he was in
such a hurry, why he was so anxious to go to Cuba?

Senor Azcue. I do not recall it, and it is hard to find a reason­
able explanation, because if he is in a hurry, he can go through
any other country.

Mr. Preyer. Down in the right-hand corner of the visa applica­
tion there is a signature.

Is that your signature?
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Senor Azcue. No.
Mr. Preyer. Is it Sylvia Duran’s signature?
Senor Azcue. It is a signature, and we have been able to check it

thereafter, of Alfredo Mirabal, who, as I have already mentioned
earlier, he already was empowered as a consul. He had already
been named or appointed consul.

Mr. Preyer. So it is Mr. Mirabal’s signature.
Just above that signature there is a section, a printed section,

that has the title “Observations.”
Now you have testified, in general, as to what those observations

were, but I wonder if you could read out loud for us, for the sake of
the record, what that section says.

Senor Azcue. The applicant states that he is a member of the
U.S. Communist Party and also the secretary of the Fair Play for
Cuba Committee in New Orleans, and that he lived in the Soviet
Union from October 1959, that he is married to a Soviet citizen. He
showed documents certifying that he was a member of the organi­
zations mentioned, as well as a marriage certificate.

He went to the Soviet Embassy in this city requesting that his
visa be forwarded to their embassy in Cuba. We called the Soviet
consulate, and they responded that they had to obtain, they have to
await authorization from Moscow to issue the visa, and that it
would take approximately 4 months.

This is the very same thing I told the members of your commit­
tee in Havana in April without having seen this document before.

Mr. Preyer. This section of the application was not filled in by
you?

Senor Azcue. No, no, I had never seen it. This was made or
prepared by Sylvia Duran, and it was signed by Mirabal, as it
appears here. I repeat once again that the first time I saw this
document was when the committee showed it to me in April.

Mr. Preyer. Is there anything in those observations that would
make you think that the person who wrote them believed that
Oswald would be given a visa?

Senor Azcue. Probably no, this is something that is written or
addressed to Cuba, all of the information that we can provide Cuba,
but we do not prejudge what Cuba is going to determine, even if we
may have an interest in seeing something resolved.

Mr. Preyer. Incidentally, to clear up one point on that, I believe
you testified this morning that you initiated the call to the Soviet
Embassy.

No, I’m afraid I have that just reversed. I believe this morning
you testified that it was the Soviet Embassy that called you, but in
the observations it states you initiated the call to the Soviet Em­
bassy.

Would you like to clarify that point?
Senor Azcue. It is relatively easy, I believe, if one analyzes it.

Conceivably, I was under the impression that the Soviet Embassy
had called me because I was told to pick up the telephone. I did not
call. It is possible, however, that at Oswald’s request, Sylvia might
have called the Embassy and then would have transferred the call
to me, and thereafter I was under the impression that it was the
Soviet Embassy that had called me, and I was always under that 
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impression. But it is possible that she might have initiated the call
and thereafter transferred the call to me.

Mr. Preyer. One final question.
Going back to the observations written on the bottom of the

application, written by Sylvia Duran, in your opinion, did Sylvia
Duran ever pressure you to grant the visa or encourage you to
grant the visa to Oswald?

Senor Azcue. She, the poor woman, was in no position to pres­
sure me. She might have been in a position to make a personal
recommendation, and the recommendation was not a personal
matter.

Yet she might have believed that because of the fact that he was
a resident in the Soviet Union and he was a member of the North
American Communist Party, she might have believed that we
might have been in a position to make an exception, but this is
simply as a comment, a possible comment. She did not exert pres­
sure or any such thing.

Mr. Preyer. Did she make any personal recommendation or did
she evidence any unusual interest in Oswald’s case?

Senor Azcue. No; she might have thought that we might be in a
position to grant him a visa because of his personal conditions or
circumstances, not for any reason of friendship. It wasn’t any such
thing. She never spoke again about him, nor did we ever speak
about him. As in the case of many of the hundreds of applicants
who come through a consulate, we see them at that time, and
thereafter we never remember them again or discuss them again.
And if it hadn’t been for the unfortunate incident, I would have by
now completely forgotten about this gentleman.

Mr. Preyer. After Oswald visited you the first time, that visit
ended when you sent him out to have a photograph taken, as I
understand it.

Was there a place nearby where he could have had the photo­
graph taken?

Senor Azcue. Yes, yes, about four or five blocks away in a street
known as Calzada de Tacubaya. There are photographic studios.
Possibly Sylvia might have pointed out to him where he could
obtain the photographs, or maybe he already had the photos.

Mr. Preyer. Well, in the photographs on the application, and
also in the passport, Oswald appears to have on a tie and a sweat­
er. How was he dressed when he came to the Embassy, to the
consulate?

Senor Azcue. I always imagine him or visualize him as wearing
a suit, coat and pants, trousers, with a pattern of crossed lines, not
very clear design. Blue, some reddish. I never conceived of him or
visualized him wearing a light sweater.

When I saw this photograph in April of this year, I also noticed
that the clothing he was wearing was not the same.

Mr. Preyer. So that the clothing he was wearing in the photo­
graphs was not similar to that which he was wearing when he
actually visited you in the Embassy.

Senor Azcue. I am almost in a position to assure that.
Mr. Preyer. When he returned with the photographs and with

his application, visa application form, and his passport pictures,
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would you have looked at the pictures on the visa application and
on the passport?

Senor Azcue. No, I did not see the photograph, nor did I witness
the preparation of the form. I did not see the photograph at that
time. I only saw this photograph last April, when they came to
Cuba.

Mr. Preyer. So that at the time of processing his visa and the
passport, you never looked at the photographs, you never compared
them with the man standing before you.

Senor Azcue. No, I was never present during the preparation of
this form nor of the affixing of the photograph. And it is also
signed by Mirabal. And in the normal course of business this is a
matter that goes to Cuba. It is generally kept until it is prepared
for shipment in the next plane, outgoing plane, and there was no
reason for me to go back searching for this form.

Mr. Preyer. You have indicated to us that you don’t believe the
man whose photograph appears on the visa application and the
passport was the same man who appeared before you in the consul­
ate. Have you ever seen a photograph of the man you believed to
have appeared before you in the consulate?

Senor Azcue. Never. I shall explain. The committee brought to
me an album with many photographs. I shall try to explain. It is
very possible that amongst all of those photographs which were
made available to us by those persons who took pictures of every
person that went near the consulate or the Embassy and that were
contained in those that I was shown, it is very difficult when I
consider all of the photos that I saw, that anyone could escape
being photographed if he approached the consulate during working
hours, that is, escape without having his photograph taken.

It would be easy for them, having at hand the photographs and
the dates, to facilitate or make available the photograph of the
person who went to the consulate, be it the decedent or the dead
man or the other person that I think I saw went to the consulate.

It is indeed curious that they did not provide that photograph,
because if it were the same man, you would have recognized him in
that photograph. And if I remembered the face, I would have
recognized it amongst those photos. And there was no photo of
either.

This is very curious, that something like that should happen,
especially among individuals or men who are so efficient and who
spied on our consulate and our Embassy.

Mr. Preyer. I would like to ask if we could have exhibit 437
displayed. Mr. Azcue, I will ask if that is a picture of you in Cuba
looking through the album of photographs which the committee
made available to you.

Senor Azcue. Right. That is a photograph of myself with the
photo album that you provided me.

Mr. Preyer. And I believe you recognized none of the photo­
graphs in that album as being the man whom you feel you saw in
the Embassy. Have you ever seen that man again, the man who
you believe you saw in the consulate?

Senor Azcue. No, never. This is what I stated before.
Mr. Preyer. I believe you said that the man who signed the visa

application did not sign it in your presence, as far as you recall.
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Senor Azcue. No; the secretary is the one who takes care of all

of this. And we are normally in our private office while she is
having the applicant provide the information and fill the forms
and attaching the photograph. During all of that time we are in
our offices working.

Mr. Preyer. If analysis of that handwriting, of that signature on
the visa application showed it to be Lee Harvey Oswald’s signature,
would you still believe that the man who visited you in the consul­
ate was not Oswald?

Senor Azcue. Under such circumstances I would have to accept
that I was being influenced or that I was seeing visions.

Mr. Preyer. Mr. Chairman, I am at a point now at which there
are two other areas that I wanted to ask Mr. Azcue some questions.
It will probably take about 15 minutes. Would you prefer to go
forward or to recess until after lunch at this time?

First, Mr. Chairman, I would like to ask that JFK exhibit F-437
be admitted into evidence at this point. —

Chairman Stokes. Without objection, it may be entered into the
record at this point.

[The information follows:]
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JFK Exhibit F-437

Chairman Stokes. The Chair thinks this is a good time for us to
take a recess. Accordingly, the committee will recess until 2 p.m.
this afternoon.

I request at this time that all persons remain in their seats until
the witness has been escorted from the hearing room, after which
we will declare a recess.

[Whereupon, at 12:45 p.m., a recess was taken until 2 p.m.]



147

Afternoon Session

Chairman Stokes. The committee will come to order.
All persons in the hearing room are requested to take their seats

and to remain seated while the witness is being brought into the
room and to the witness table. Thereafter you may move about if
you please, but then once again, whenever the witness departs the
room, you are also further requested to remain in your seats for
security purposes.

You may bring the witness in.
The Chair at this time recognizes the gentleman from North

Carolina, Mr. Preyer, for such time as he may further consume.
TESTIMONY OF EUSEBIO AZCUE—(Resumed)

Mr. Preyer. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
I would like to ask that JFK exhibit F-428 be placed on the

easel, please.
Do we have JFK exhibit F-428?
In the earlier testimony that was read to the committee today

from Sylvia Duran, mention was made of a newspaper article by a
reporter named Comer Clark which appeared in an American
paper. This is a copy of that article.

I would like to read you about the first five or six paragraphs of
that article, Mr. Azcue, and get your comments upon it.

I would suggest to the translator that I might read by sections of
it and give you a copy of the article and you can translate it
directly, in the interest of time.

The article reads in the first paragraph, it begins in quotation
marks:

“Yes, I heard of Lee Harvey Oswald’s plan to kill President Kennedy. It’s possible
that I could have saved him.

“I might have been able to—but I didn’t. I never believed the plan would be put
into effect.”

These were the dramatic words spoken to me by Cuba’s Prime Minister Fidel
Castro in Havana on July 15.

“Lee Oswald came to the Cuban Embassy in Mexico City twice,” Castro went on.
The first time—I was told—he wanted to work for us.

“He was asked to explain, but he wouldn’t.
“He wouldn’t go into details.
“The second time he said he wanted to ‘free Cuba from American imperialism.’
“Then he said something like: ‘Someone ought to shoot that President Kennedy.’
“Then Oswald said—and this was exactly how it was reported to me—‘Maybe I’ll

try to do it.’
“This was less than 2 months before the U.S. President was assassinated.”
Mr. Azcue, would you comment on that statement?
Senor Azcue. I have already commented to you, in the course of

previous conversations, that Mr. Oswald did not see nor could he
have seen, either at the consulate or the Embassy, any persons or
individuals other than we. He did not have any contact other than
contact with us, consul Mirabal, I as consul, and Sylvia Duran as a
secretary. He did not mention any such thing to any of us, and
much less would we have passed this information on to Fidel.

So I see no way in which our Commander in Chief could have
been aware of a conversation that Oswald says he held with one of
our agents. The only agents present were those three I have men­
tioned—the two consuls and the secretary.
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First of all, I would have never tolerated a conversation of that

nature because, without any doubt, that would have constituted a
provocation, and we do not allow ourselves to be provoked, and our
revolution never dealt with anything related to terrorism, much
less so the death of President Kennedy. .

What would become of us should we have intervened? This is
ridiculous that we should attempt to walk into the mouth of the
lion, and this has been repeatedly asserted by our Commander in
Chief. We have never used terrorism. We have never supported
terrorism, and we have never even supported terrorism even in
those cases in which we sympathize with the views of those who
did practice it.

Mr. Preyer. So that the man who appeared before you in the
consulate did not say these words as set out in the article, nor
anything that sounded like those words.

Senor Azcue. I repeat once again that I would not have tolerated
it because I would have taken this as a provocation, and our
behavior in this context is extraordinarily clear and clean.

Mr. Preyer. Moving to another area, Mr. Azcue, Sylvia Duran
and her husband often entertained, I believe, in Mexico City.

Did you socialize with the Durans from time to time? Did you
attend their parties?

Senor Azcue. Yes; in Mexico naturally it is a custom to have
social gatherings in the home of one or another friend. They did
host them, not as frequently as the question you have formulated
would imply, but they did, and I in turn have attended some of
those gatherings, and I believe that whenever they did have a
party, they always invited me because I was very friendly to both.

Mr. Preyer. Do you know if they had any parties in September
of 1963; that is, the time when Lee Harvey Oswald was in Mexico?

Senor Azcue. It is possible, but it is difficult that they would
have held such a party without inviting me, a person that was so
close to them. And I recall that the last gathering that I attended
at the Duran home was one that was carried out in order to bid me
farewell in preparation for my return to Cuba, and it was during
the month of November, a few days before my departure from
Mexico.

Mr. Preyer. Do you know Elena Garro de Paz?
Senor Azcue. Yes. I have seen her on some occasions in the

home of one of her sisters, whose husband is a Mexican painter,
Horacio, whose name is Guerrero Galvan, and who was a friend of
mine.

Mr. Preyer. I believe her husband is Octavio Paz, the Mexican
poet?

Senor Azcue. Yes, Octavio Paz, who was also Mexican Ambassa­
dor to Paris and a distinguished poet, was her husband at the time
I met her.

Mr. Preyer. Elena Garro de Paz was a friend of the Durans and
also a friend of yours, I believe; is that correct?

Senor Azcue. That is correct; yes. She was related to Horacio
Duran.

Mr. Preyer. And did I understand you to say that the painter,
Guerrero Galvan—is that the way you pronounce that?—was a 
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friend of yours and was married to the sister of Elena Garro de
Paz?

Senor Azcue. Exactly.
Mr. Preyer. Perhaps I should get the blackboard out and draw

some lines to spell out the family tree there.
But let me just sum up by asking: You knew Elena Garro de Paz

fairly well?
Senor Azcue. Not very well. I have met her on two, maybe three

opportunities because she was living at that time in her sister’s
home, the home of Mrs. Guerrero Galvan, the home that I used to
visit with a certain frequency, but we were not intimate friends. It
was simply a social acquaintance.

Mr. Preyer. Would you describe her as an emotionally stable
person?

Senor Azcue. She appeared to me to be a delicate person, a
refined person, a cultured writer.

Mr. Preyer. Did she have what we might call a vivid imagina­
tion about things other than her writing?

Senor Azcue. I believe it is very difficult in the course of two or
three visits to be able to fully understand the character of a lady
without being a close or intimate friend, and her writings I have
only read from the standpoint of literary criticism or review. I
would not attempt to make a critical evaluation of her personality
or character because I am not a psychologist.

Mr. Preyer. Let me put it this way. If she told you a story about
something that had happened, would you be apt to believe her?

Senor Azcue. It would depend on the kind of story she would be
telling me.

Mr. Preyer. If she told you something of a serious nature, would
you be apt, likely to believe that she would be telling the truth
about it?

Senor Azcue. I repeat once again that it will depend on the
subject matter. It depends on the issue itself, not who is telling the
story. If it has some viability or credibility, I would accept it. If not,
I would not.

Mr. Preyer. Did you ever hear that Lee Harvey Oswald had
attended one of the Durans’ parties when he was in Mexico?

Senor Azcue. No, never, and that is one of the things I would not
believe, no matter who would tell me, because I knew the Durans
well, and I knew that this gentleman, I know that this gentleman
who turned up at the consulate to request a visa had no other
activities or purpose while there. He came to the consulate and
thereafter we never talked about him or saw him any other time.
And I repeat once again that I wouldn’t believe that either Sylvia
or Horacio would host a gathering during those days without invit­
ing me.

Mr. Preyer. Did you know a man named Emilio Carbellido, a
Mexican writer, I believe?

Senor Azcue. Yes, of course, very well known in Mexico. He is a
well-known writer, and well known in Cuba also, because he has
visited there repeatedly.

Mr. Preyer. Did you ever discuss President Kennedy with Mr.
Carbellido?
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Senor Azcue. It is my prior practice not to discuss with anyone
outside of my own group, members of my own Embassy, or of our
own group, any of these issues of foreign policy or policy of other
nations. We are very careful regarding our own views, especially in
the presence of a gentleman who was not such a great friend of
mine.

Mr. Preyer. Would Mr. Carbellido have been at the parties or
some of the parties that the Durans gave from time to time?

Senor Azcue. It is possible. I do not recall his presence at any
specific one, but it is possible that he might have attended.

Mr. Preyer. I have asked you some questions earlier, Mr. Azcue,
about Miss Elena Garro de Paz, and as to whether you would be
likely to believe a story if she told it to you.

Miss Garro has told us that on one occasion she was at a party at
one of the Durans’ houses, and that you and Oswald were both at
the party. She has told us that at another party at one of the
Durans’ homes she overheard a conversation in which you and
Emilio Carbellido were discussing President Kennedy. She says
that at the conclusion of that conversation, you stated that there
was no alternative than to kill President Kennedy.

Would you care to comment on her allegations?
Senor Azcue. Yes; first, because it is not possible or conceivable

in my own mind to kill anyone, much less so the President of the
United States, and much more so because of the possible implica­
tions or effects upon our own revolution, which I would defend
with every effort that I could muster. It would be necessary to ask
this lady why she makes such statements; it is incredible. Because,
I repeat, I have seen her only two or three times in my whole life,
and much earlier than the time when this gentleman showed up at
our consulate. With some analysis, I could probably even determine
the date of these meetings with her. And I know that the last time
I saw her was much before Mirabal arrived at the consulate, and
Mirabal arrived on September 2. I can almost fix the date.

The previous secretary, the one who preceded Sylvia Duran, was
a relative of mine who died on July 19. And I clearly recall that
the son of Guerrero Galvan, the painter, who was a student of
medicine, was discussing with me the unfortunate death of my
secretary, who was, in turn, my relative, as a result of a car
accident in a Volkswagen, and he was explaining to me how dan­
gerous it was to be in an accident in a Volkswagen because of the
shortness of the car and the proximity of the riders to the wind­
shield, and it was a date so close to July 19 that he was telling me
that, during that same period, those same days, there had been
three fatal accidents similar to the one in which my secretary had
died, and that was the last opportunity on which I saw Elena
Garro.

What did they offer Elena Garro to make such absurd state­
ments or declarations?

Mr. Preyer. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
I have no further questions at this time.

ST0KES- The time of the gentleman has expired.
Ihe Chair now recognizes the gentleman from Connecticut, MrDodd.
Mr. Dodd. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
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How are you again?
Senor Azcue. Glad to meet you, sir.
Mr. Dodd. I am not going to speak in Spanish. My Spanish isn’t

that good.
Could you please tell me, Mr. Azcue, how long you had been the

consul in Mexico prior to your departure in November of 1963?
Senor Azcue. When the revolution achieved its victory, I was

appointed consulate the beginning of January 1959. Thereafter
they called upon me, thereafter the Government of Cuba recalled
me to put me in charge of the reconstruction of housing for peas­
ants in our country, and who were members of the rebel army, and
housing that had been destroyed during the course of the war. So
at that point I returned to Cuba in June of 1959 and was working
in the Sierras, in the mountains, in charge of construction, work,
probably until 1960. I do not recall the exact date. Then I returned
to Mexico as an attache, a diplomatic attache, to the Embassy, and
shortly thereafter I had to take over or take charge of the consul­
ate, and on this occasion until November of 1963.

Mr. Dodd. Am I to understand, then, that you assumed the
duties of consul in 1960, some time early in 1960, the end of 1960?
What period of time did you assume those responsibilities?

Senor Azcue. Yes, it was in April of 1961, after the Bay of Pigs.
Mr. Dodd. Now, did I understand your testimony correctly, that

you were not aware of how the photograph on the exhibit, the visa
application, you are not aware of how that photo got on that
application? In fact, you had not seen the photograph on the appli­
cation?

Senor Azcue. That is the case. Sylvia Duran was handling that
area. She typed in the form, affixed the photo, had the applicant
sign the forms. In the meantime there was no reason for us consuls
to be present there observing the procedure. We were simply in our
private offices. We had a lot of work.

Mr. Dodd. The reason I asked you that question, is that when
several of us had the opportunity to interview you in Cuba a few
short months ago, on page 14 of our interview, which I hope you
have a copy of, I was questioning you and I asked you:

Going back to the physical appearance of Lee Harvey Oswald, apart from having
a receding hairline, was there any gray in Lee Harvey Oswald’s hair?

You responded:
You know he had blond hair. It is all very interesting. You see this picture, I

really did not study carefully. The picture was taken by the secretary and she
applied it to the application.

It would seem from your response to my question then that, one,
you did see the picture on the application or that you did not see
the picture on the application then, but were merely looking at it
when it was in front of you, and that you had very specific knowl­
edge as to how the picture got on the application, that in fact
Sylvia Duran stapled it to the application.

Chairman Stokes. The time of the gentleman has expired.
The Chair will permit the witness to respond to the question.
Senor Azcue. Yes; it is a matter of routine. She is the one who

handles all of these detailed operations. I could assure that she was
the one who did it without having seen her do it. There was no one, 
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no other person there, that would do that work for her, and neither
Mirabal nor I did that work.

Mr. Dodd. All right, then.
May I ask unanimous consent, Mr. Chairman, just to proceed

and finish this, line of questioning, which should take just a couple
of minutes? I will try to make my questions brief for the transla­
tions.

Chairman Stokes. Without objection, the gentleman may pro­
ceed.

Mr. Dodd. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
Based on the testimony you have given, if we are to believe your

testimony with regard to the description of the individual that you
said you saw that day, it would vary quite significantly, or signifi­
cantly from the actual photographs of Lee Harvey Oswald, the one
on the visa application and the photograph that you see to your
left over here. They would be different than the person that you
saw in the Cuban Consulate, isn’t that correct?

Senor Azcue. For me, yes. When I saw in April the photograph
placed on the application, I was surprised by his looks or similarity
with the Lee Harvey Oswald who had been killed. This was my
reaction in front of you. You were the ones who showed me that
picture. That was the first time that I saw that application com­
pleted with the photos and all of the other information.

Mr. Dodd. But what you saw was someone that was very differ­
ent looking from the person that you met in the Cuban Consulate
in September of 1963?

Senor Azcue. Yes, as different as I found him when I saw him in
film. The image I had of the individual who showed up at the
consulate was the man in his thirties, maybe 35 years old, and with
the very thin face. You will recall that he had very natural lines,
very thin straight nose, except for all of the items I mentioned, and
this gentleman appeared to me to be much younger and with a
much fuller face. That is the evaluation I have with absolute
certainty. It is my truth.

Mr. Dodd. My question is this, after having gone through that, I
am left with two choices that I perceive that caused this to occur,
since according to your testimony and the testimony of others,
there were three people who were working in the consul’s section.
There was Mr. Mirabal, there was yourself and there was Sylvia
Duran. It was either a terrible mistake on the part of Sylvia
Duran, who also saw this individual come into the office and who
stapled this on here, or there was complicity in placing the photo­
graph on the application at the time. If the two people were that
different, then the only people who could have been involved would
have been people at the consulate.

Would you please help me out with that possible contradiction?
Senor Azcue. Well, I am sure that it was not a case of complic­

ity. It is possibly a matter of what I see as the truth and what she
sees as the truth, my image of the individual present there, her
image of the individual there, and whether she carefully studied
the photo. These types of photographs are not necessarily that
precise They are not as regular passport pictures which have to be
very clear. And there is, of course, one other possibility, and I
cannot guarantee that this is the case, but it is conceivable that 
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while writing down all the information on the application, that she
might not have checked exactly the picture against the individual
who was applying, that, occupied as she was, she most probably
proceeded to place the photograph on the application without this
check

Mr. Dodd. In effect suggesting that there was an enormous error.
Senor Azcue. It is a mistake that results very often in the case of

the course of one’s work, in the normal or ordinary case.
Mr. Dodd. And that also, if I understood you, the third option

being is that you could be mistaken as to separating the identity of
the two people.

Senor Azcue. It is possible. We are all exposed to error or mis­
take. It is not, however, my view. My view is that I am right.

Now I have to say I am not infallible.
Mr. Dodd. I wasn’t suggesting that.
Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I appreciate the additional amount of

time.
Chairman Stokes. The time of the gentleman has expired.
The gentleman from Michigan, Mr. Sawyer.
Mr. Sawyer. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
I am just curious. You had been in Mexico from 1943; am I

correct in that?
Senor Azcue. 1944.
Mr. Sawyer. You were a Cuban by birth and had lived in Cuba

before that time, I understand.
Senor Azcue. Yes, many years.
Mr. Sawyer. Why had you spent so long a time in Mexico as

opposed to being in Cuba?
Senor Azcue. I first left Cuba during the time of the government

of Machado in 1931. I lived for about 10 years almost in Europe. At
that time I wanted to return to Mexico, to conclude my studies.
Because I did not agree or follow the politics in Cuba during the
time, I never felt at home with Batista, I never felt well. I pre­
ferred to live in a country that offered me opportunities to study
and to work, and I built my life there. It was my second homeland,
as is the case with so many other Cubans who at that time had to
be bouncing around from one place to another.

Mr. Sawyer. So then since about 1931, up until about 1959, you
were what you might say a political refugee, or political exile, in
effect, from Cuba.

Senor Azcue. A voluntary exile. Nobody forced me not to live in
my country. I did not find it pleasant because of the political
climate in my country to live there.

Mr. Sawyer. Thank you. That is all I have, Mr. Chairman.
Mr. Thone. Mr. Chairman, I wonder if I could ask just one

question in line with the gentleman from Connecticut, Mr. Dodd,
on which I am a little confused.

Chairman Stokes. Certainly. The gentleman is recognized.
Mr. Thone. Consul Azcue, did I understand, and I may not have

gotten it right this morning, that when you went back to Cuba you
saw a film which depicted the shooting by a Mr. Ruby of Lee
Harvey Oswald, and at the time you were concerned that this
wasn’t the same person at all that was at the consul applying for a
visa?
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Senor Azcue. Exactly. Only 2 months back I had seen the indi­
vidual who appeared at the consulate. So I had his image clearly
engraved in my mind, and I did not recognize him in the movie.

Mr. Thone. Exactly. Now my question. Did you report this to the
Cuban Government, and if so to whom and what happened on your
report in this regard? . . .

Senor Azcue. I reported this to some of my friends in the Minis­
try of Foreign Affairs. But in fact, in truth I was aware of the fact
that it was testimony of my own, it was of my own imagination.
And that the conditions under which I had seen him in the film at
the time he was killed, with distorted features as a result of pain,
it is conceivable that I might be mistaken.

I reaffirmed my view when Attorney Garrison of New Orleans
stated that the Oswald who visited or was at the consulate was not
the one who allegedly killed Kennedy, because of the date he
departed New Orleans and the date he had visited the consulate in
Cuba. So that confirmed my own view, and at that point I believed
that as being the truth. And then I communicated this. And that
was probably filed, recorded.

I did not write a report. I made an oral report. But it would be
necessary to investigate whether such a report in writing exists or
does not.

But that was the time when I saw my own views confirmed in
my opinion that there were two Oswalds. Garrison shares the same
opinion.

Mr. Thone. Senor Azcue, I don’t want to be too repetitious. But
just a quick followup question. Again, to whom in the Foreign
Division, or Service, down in Havana, did you report this after you
had seen the Ruby film, and at what time?

Senor Azcue. These were colleagues of mine in the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs. But at that time all three of us were working in
the National Council for Culture. And it was Mr. Lechuga and Mr.
Otero.

Mr. Thone. And when did you make that report?
Senor Azcue. Immediately after reading Garrison’s statements in

the newspaper. Possibly at the end of 1964. That would be some­
thing very easy to check out. Or maybe beginning of 1965.

Mr. Thone. Last this, and it is probably a question you cannot
answer. Do you know what action at all was taken within the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs on your report in this regard?

Senor Azcue. Honestly, I do not know that.
Mr. Thone. Because this is quite a startling development here.

You would have thought that your government would have done
something with the report from the consul who supposedly had
three confrontations with the man reported to be Lee Harvey
Oswald. And when you came up with this information that this
was not the same person that was down there, you would have
thought something would have happened. Just a comment. I don’t
know that it needs a response, Mr. Consul, unless you would have a
thought on it.

Senor Azcue. Yes. It is very possible, it is a possibility that they
did not believe me at all, that they might have thought that this
was simply my own impression or evaluation. And moreover, that 
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it might be with reference to a matter that was not one of immedi­
ate concern in terms of current events at that time for us.

Chairman Stokes. The time, of the gentleman has expired.
The gentleman from Tennessee, Mr. Ford. .
Mr. Ford. Mr. Chairman, I yield back my time to the Chair.
Chairman Stokes. The time of the gentleman has expired.
The gentleman from Indiana, Mr. Fithian.
Mr. Fithian. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
Mr. Azcue, you testified that Oswald produced a document show­

ing his membership in the U.S. Communist Party. To your knowl­
edge was that document valid?

Senor Azcue. I did not concentrate much of my attention on the
documents themselves. And I could not see whether they were
authentic or not. The person who saw them, or the person who
made the notations might have been Sylvia. But she had no way of
telling whether they were authentic or not, any of the documents.
That is the reason that he addresses himself to the Soviet Embassy,
so that they in turn could tell us whether the Soviet documents are
or are not valid.

Mr. Fithian. Thank you. At your consulate, whose responsibility
was it to compare the applicant in person with the picture on the
application, or the picture offered to be put on the application, to
assure that the photo was indeed the photo of the person applying
for a visa?

Senor Azcue. The first one that should have checked that out was
Sylvia. And I feel that we also should have checked. But fatally I
did not make the comparison or that check. I had not seen that
photograph until April of the present year.

Mr. Fithian. May I direct a question to counsel, Mr. Cornwell.
Would the passport, the application that we have on the display
board, would we have gotten that from Havana, or the consulate in
Mexico City?

Mr. Cornwell. The passport and the passport application came
from New Orleans. Are you talking about the visa application?

Mr. Fithian. I am talking about the visa application that was
submitted to the Cuban consulate in Mexico City, the large display
on the board.

Mr. Cornwell. Two visa applications; No. 408 is the one on the
right, that is a photograph of an original visa application which
was provided to us for inspection during our trip to Cuba by the
Cuban Government. The one on the left, No. 407, is a photograph
of a visa application provided by the Cuban Government to the
Warren Commission, and would appear to be a carbon copy.

Mr. Fithian. My question, Mr. Cornwell, goes to the stamping of
October 10 on it. Obviously if it were from the Cuban consulate at
Mexico City, and it had a date of October 10 on it, that is one
thing. It is quite another, obviously, if it is a photo of a copy that
has been sent on down to Havana to one of the other bureaus.

Mr. Cornwell. I don’t believe there is testimony solving that
issue yet. The only testimony I believe we have had is with respect
to the exhibit 408, and as I recall, Senor Azcue provided informa­
tion about his understanding of the date October 10 on that docu­
ment. He was not asked why there was no similar date on docu­
ment 407, to my memory.
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Mr. Fithian. Thank you. Mr. Azcue, Lee Harvey Oswald was a
radar operator in the Marines and was familiar with the U.S. spy
plane, the U-2. Did Oswald ever mention to you his service in the
Marines or in the military in the United States during your con­
versation with him as he was trying to get a passport to Cuba?

Senor Azcue. He did not provide any information on his own
background other than the presentation of the documentation that
he had brought forth in connection with his application. It was
clear, and I was able to check out from the first time, that his only
intent was to obtain a visa immediately. Therefore his background,
especially his nonrevolutionary background, was of a nature that
he had no interest at all in communicating to us.

He was interested in telling me that he was a member of the
Communist Party, that he was a resident of the Soviet Union. In
other words, that which he believed would be sufficient to obtain
the visa. And our conversations were always extremely brief, be­
cause I used to put an end to these conversations, referring to the
instructions I had from my government of a need to obtain their
prior authorization before issuing any visa, either the final destina­
tion visa to the Soviet Union, so that I may be in a position to
provide him, without prior consultation to Cuba, with a transit
visa, but with the visa of the Soviet Union already affixed to his
passport. Everything went around that very issue.

He did not speak a single word outside of that issue.
Chairman Stokes. The time of the gentleman has expired.
Does counsel have anything further? Excuse me. The gentleman

from Connecticut, Mr. Dodd.
Mr. Dodd. Mr. Chairman, I would just like to pursue one other

line of questioning, if I may, and I will try and be brief on it.
Could you tell me, Mr. Azcue, what the Cuban surveillance of the

Cuban consulate in Mexico might have shown during those days in
September 1963? Did you conduct or have photographic surveil­
lance of people who came into your Embassy, or did you keep any
sort of surveillance mechanism by which you could keep a record of
those people who came to your Embassy or stopped in for whatever
business?

Senor Azcue. We were very young, maybe trusting. We did not
have great experience. And we had great trust in our neighbors. At
first we did not mistrust anyone. Intuitively we might have had
certain reasons to be concerned or to fear certain individuals, but
we did not take any photographs, nor did we have any mechanisms
or systems. We simply took measures to protect ourselves from
some possible aggression or aggressive act. But it was a result of
our own action. And with some small security protection or guard
that the Mexican Government provided outside the premises, and
our own colleagues within the Embassy, who might be able to react
to outside aggression, but with nothing much other than their own
physical ability to do so, with their bodies.

Mr. Dodd. As I understood your testimony, you were in Cuba on
November 22, 1963. You had returned from Mexico.

Senor Azcue. I left on the 18th.
Mr. Dodd. I presume once it became—once the knowledge was

acquired in Cuba that the alleged assassin, Lee Harvey Oswald
had applied for a visa in your consulate in Mexico, that there was 
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then an investigation in Cuba, that it was then a concern, I pre­
sume, of Premier Castro and his government to inquire as to those
people who had knowledge of that particular circumstance as to
actually what in fact happened in Mexico in September of that
year. Is that a fact?

Chairman Stokes. The time of the gentleman has again expired.
The Chair will permit the witness to answer the question.

Senor Azcue. Immediately, as soon as I saw the name, I commu­
nicated it, or got in touch myself with the Foreign Ministry, and
after a quick interview with the Minister and with the Chief of the
Bureau, I was immediately sent to the person responsible for such
matters in the Interior Ministry, and that was Commandante Pin­
eiro. Naturally this event constituted a great commotion for us
because we feared that we might be involved in that dirty business.

At that time the Commander in Chief, in his speech of November
27, he is already informed in advance of all those points on which I
had personally reported, reported to Commander Pineiro of the
Ministry of the Interior. Therefore it is in that speech that Fidel
comments or reflects and states what I have always stated.

Mr. Dodd. Did you make any effort or are you aware of any
effort that was made to also talk to either Sylvia Duran, Mr.
Mirabal, anyone else that could possibly shed any light as to what
actually happened in the consulate in Mexico, other than talking
to yourself?

Senor Azcue. Our colleague, Sylvia Duran, was arrested by the
Mexican Government in order to obtain from her clarification or
other types of statements from her.

Regarding other possible investigations on the part of the Cuban
Government, I am not aware of them, because I am not an intelli­
gence agent of the Cuban Government. I provide the information I
hold so that it might be processed or acted on.

Mr. Dodd. So am I to understand that you gave oral testimony,
there was no written statement, there was no tape recording or
any stenographer that took your statement at the time?

Senor Azcue. No. Commander Pineiro and I were alone in his
office. But a few days thereafter I heard the speech of Fidel and I
realized that the Commander in Chief was fully informed of all
points. So the precise report summarized in brief form is incorpo­
rated in the speech of Prime Minister Castro. All of the informa-
tion is contained therein, and consequently printed in the press
and televised and transmitted through radio.

Mr. Dodd. Mr. Chairman, I just want to ask whether or not we
as a committee have asked the Cuban Government for any and all
documentation which they may have prepared or have at their
disposal as a result of their investigation of this particular aspect
of the case at the time that they became aware of Lee Harvey
Oswald’s visa application in Mexico. Have we made that request,
and, if so, have we had a response?

Mr. Blakey. Mr. Dodd, we have indeed asked the Cuban Govern-
nient to provide us with any written reports filed at that time by
either Mr. Azcue or any of the people with whom he dealt. And
they have informed us that this was handled orally; that no writ­
ten reports were made at that time.
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Mr. Dodd. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I have no further ques­
tions. .

Chairman Stokes. The time of the gentleman has expired.
Mr. Azcue, at the conclusion of a witness’ testimony before this

committee, the witness is entitled, under the rules of this commit­
tee, and of the House, to have extended to him 5 minutes in which
he may comment upon the testimony he has given before our
committee, and I would extend to you 5 minutes for that purpose
at this time, if you so desire.

Senor Azcue. Thank you very much. I will use the 5 minutes or
possibly less.

First, I want to thank you for the good reception that we have
had in this visit here during our trip, for all attentions extended. It
has been more than we could have expected. And at the same time
I want to state or express that it is in our greatest interest that
this entire issue be clarified to the utmost, and that we have
always cooperated, and that you must have been able to note it as
a result of statements made by our own Prime Minister reflecting
our sincere cooperation, without holding back any information, an
attitude which we have consistently maintained.

We have the greatest interest in seeing that the issue is clarified,
possibly an interest equaling your own interest in having it clari­
fied.

At any and all times we are available to you and at your disposi­
tion within the context of our possibilities.

We have always played with clean decks, with clean cards, as
has always been our custom.

Once again, thank you very much.
Chairman Stokes. Mr. Azcue, I want to also say to you it is nice

to see you again. We enjoyed the visit we had with you in Cuba,
the testimony we took from you at that time. And on behalf of the
committee, we want to also thank you for the cooperation you have
given this committee and for you voluntarily appearing here today
as a witness.

So on behalf of the committee and the House of Representatives,
we thank you for the cooperation you have given this committee.

You are now excused.
Senor Azcue [in English]. You are welcome, Mr. Stokes. Can I

go?
Chairman Stokes. Yes, you may go. All persons are requested to

remain in their seats until the witness has departed from the
hearing room.

Mr. Standard. Mr. Chairman, if I may, for a moment.
Chairman Stokes. Yes, counsel.
Mr. Standard. The witness has made reference today to two

speeches of Prime Minister Fidel Castro of November 23 and No­
vember 27, 1963, and I ask they be incorporated as part of this
record.

Chairman Stokes. Without objection, your request is granted.
JFK exhibit F-684 may be entered into the record at this point.
[The exhibit follows:]
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Mr. Standard. Thank you. Mr. Chairman, I have one other
request, if I may.

Chairman Stokes. You may proceed.
Mr. Standard. Congressman Thone addressed himself to what in

fact happened to the discussion which Senor Azcue had, and I
would refer him to what I believe is part of the interviews of your
committee and your staff with Mr. Otero, which is not yet part of
this record as far as I know; and second to the transcription of the
4-hour interview with President Castro, which I understand will be
made part of this record by reference when the witnesses have
completed their testimony.

Chairman Stokes. That is correct. The full transcript of the
statement with President Castro will be made and incorporated
into the entire record.

Mr. Standard. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
Chairman Stokes. Thank you, counsel. At this time, Mr. Azcue,

you are excused. All persons are requested to remain in their seats
while the witness leaves the room.

Mr. Standard. Mr. Chairman, the witness would like to remain
in the room; if I could provide a chair for him, I would.

Chairman Stokes. Professor Blakey.
Mr. Blakey. Mr. Chairman, in light of the questions raised as to

the identity of the man who visited the Cuban consulate, that is
whether or not he was Lee Harvey Oswald, the committee decided
to test by handwriting analysis the authenticity of the signature on
the visa application. The committee was advised by the Cuban
Government that the visa applications had to be typed in duplicate
and that the applicant had to sign both copies.

In 1964, one of the forms allegedly signed by Mr. Oswald was
turned over to the Warren Commission.

In 1978 the committee obtained the second copy, which has been
incorporated in the record, in Havana.

Consequently, there are two checks to be made in a handwriting
analysis of this question, one, to determine that both visa applica­
tion forms were signed by the same person, and two, to determine
if possible whether the signatures were in fact or are in fact
identical with the other writings attributable to Lee Harvey
Oswald.

For the purposes of verification, the committee asked its hand­
writing experts to compare the signatures on the two forms which
are part of the record with two other writings. Those other writ­
ings were the signature on Oswald’s fingerprint card at the time of
his arrest in New Orleans in August 1963, and his passport applica­
tion dated June 24, 1963.

Mr. Chairman, the committee’s panel of handwriting experts
have in fact made that analysis, and a representative of it will be
with the committee on Monday to report in full on those findings.

In essence, however, it is that Lee Harvey Oswald signed both of
the visa applications.
r> Th.at representative of the handwriting panel will be Mr. Joseph
F. McNally. The committee will recall that Mr. McNally has al­
ready testified before the committee and will be available again on
Monday to be fully cross-examined on this and several other issues
that have arisen in the handwriting area.
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At this time, Mr. Chairman, it would be appropriate to note that
another member of the Cuban consulate staff who was present
when Oswald allegedly applied for a visa was Senor Alfredo Mira­
bal Diaz. Senor Mirabal succeeded Senor Azcue as Cuban consul in
Mexico City. Senor Mirabal was born August 11, 1923.

It would be appropriate at this time, Mr. Chairman, to call Senor
Mirabal.

Chairman Stokes. Will the witness please stand. Raise your right
hand and be sworn.

Do you solemnly swear that the testimony you give before this
committee is the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth,
so help you God.

[The testimony of Senor Mirabal was given through the inter­
preter.]

Senor Mirabal. I do.
Chairman Stokes. Thank you. You may be seated.

TESTIMONY OF SENOR ALFREDO MIRABAL DIAZ, ACCOMPA­
NIED BY MR. HERVAS, INTERPRETER FROM THE STATE DE­
PARTMENT
Chairman Stokes. The Chair recognizes counsel, Michael Gold­

smith.
Mr. Goldsmith. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
Mr. Mirabal, when did you assume your position as Cuban consul

in Mexico City?
Senor Mirabal. September 2, 1963.
Mr. Goldsmith. How long had you worked in that capacity?
Senor Mirabal. Eleven months.
Mr. Goldsmith. What hours of the day was the Cuban consulate

open to the public?
Senor Mirabal. Ten in the morning to two in the afternoon.
Mr. Goldsmith. And what days of the week were these hours

observed?
Senor Mirabal. Monday through Friday.
Mr. Goldsmith. Was the consulate open to the public on Satur­

days and Sundays?
Senor Mirabal. No.
Mr. Goldsmith. Mr. Mirabal, while you were Cuban consul in

Mexico City, did you ever see Lee Harvey Oswald?
Senor Mirabal. Twice, on two occasions, when he was at the

consulate processing his visa application.
Mr. Goldsmith. Did anything unusual happen when Oswald was

applying for his visa?
Senor Mirabal. Yes; since he first came for the visa, I must note

that I do not know English, and therefore it was my colleague
Azcue who took care of him, though he had in fact concluded his
responsibilities in the position. When I arrived, he stayed on to
help me out and he, together with the secretary, took care of this
visitor.

From inside my private office I could hear loud voices, and I
came out of my office several times to see what was happening in
the area where the secretary worked. I asked my colleague, Azcue,
who was taking care of the visitor, I did not know who the visitor
was. But my colleague Azcue told me that the visitor was in need 
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of an urgent visa, that he was in a great hurry to travel to Cuba.
However, as our own procedures dictated, and as our instructions
from the Ministry of Foreign Relations provided, we were not
authorized to issue a visa, and therefore the visa was not issued.

He continued in this discussion.
Mr. Goldsmith. Did Mr. Oswald get involved in arguments with

Mr. Azcue on both occasions that he, Oswald, visited the consulate?
Senor Mirabal. Yes; on both occasions there were discussions or

arguments to such an extent that from the very first moment it
appeared to me as if this instance could be a case of a provocation.
I sensed that there was an intent to create some kind of a scandal,
of a disturbance. That was my feeling.

The second time the same thing happened.
Mr. Goldsmith. Approximately how long did these arguments

last?
Senor Mirabal. Today I could not be exact or precise; 15 years

have gone by since then. Some time, 15, 20 minutes.
Mr. Goldsmith. And you had occasion to see Mr. Oswald on both

of these occasions?
Senor Mirabal. Yes. I had an opportunity to see him. But it was

from my private office where I stuck my head over and had a look
at him from that vantage point.

Mr. Goldsmith. How far away from you was Mr. Oswald during
these two visits?

Senor Mirabal. About 4 meters away.
Mr. Goldsmith. Do you recall when Mr. Oswald made his visits

to the Cuban consulate?
Senor Mirabal. It was at the beginning or shortly after my

arrival.
Mr. Goldsmith. At this time, Mr. Mirabal, I would like to refer

your attention to what has been marked as JFK exhibit F-408.
That is the second exhibit from the right. And I believe you have
just been handed a copy of that exhibit.

Mr. Mirabal, does the date on that application refresh your
memory as to when Oswald visited the Embassy?

Senor Mirabal. Yes; it is close to the date of my arrival. Yes, in
addition the visa applications are filled in at the very time that
they are being requested, and this would be on the second occasion.

Mr. Goldsmith. Mr. Mirabal, please look at the picture that
appears in that application. Is the person whose picture appears in
this visa aplication the same Lee Harvey Oswald who visited the
Cuban consulate requesting a visa?

Senor Mirabal. I really did not observe him with any great deal
of interest. He for me was one of many who visited the consulate.
The image that I have of him, I believe that the answer is yes, that
he is the same person.

Mr. Goldsmith. Mr. Mirabal, after the assassination of President
Kennedy, was there ever any discussion at the Cuban consulate or
Embassy concerning whether the Oswald arrested in Dallas was
actually the same person identified as Oswald who visited your
consulate requesting a visa in September 1963?

Senor Mirabal. Yes; on the day following the assassination it is
my own secretary that communicates this information to me in the
morning when I arrive at the consulate. At that point, she advises 
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cannot recall exactly how late or how soon thereafter, she commu­
nicates to me the fact that the alleged assassin is the same person
that came to the consulate.

Mr. Goldsmith. Mr. Mirabal, at this time I would like to read to
you a quotation from Comer Clark’s article. He attributes the
quotation to President Castro. I believe that Mr. Hervas has been
given a copy of that.

“Lee Oswald came to the Cuban embassy in Mexico City twice,” Castro went on.
“The first time—I was told—he wanted to work for us.

“He was asked to explain, but he wouldn’t.
“He wouldn’t go into details.
“The second time he said he wanted to ‘free Cuba from American imperialism.’
"Then he said something like: ‘Someone ought to shoot that President Kennedy.’
“Then Oswald said—and this was exactly how it was reported to me—‘Maybe I’ll

try to do it.’
Mr. Mirabal, do you recall Mr. Oswald making the remarks that

are allegedly attributed to him?
Senor Mirabal. I feel that what has just been read is totally

absurd, it is incredible. In addition, it is completely false, it is a lie,
and it is impossible to imagine that that has been stated.

Mr. Goldsmith. Thank you very much, Mr. Mirabal.
I have no further questions at this time.
Chairman Stokes. Does any member seek recognition?
Mr. Dodd. Mr. Chairman.
Chairman Stokes. The gentleman from Connecticut, Mr. Dodd.
Mr. Dodd. Mr. Mirabal, let me just follow up the one line of

questioning I had for Mr. Azcue, and that is with regard to how the
photo on the visa application got there.

Can you enlighten us at all as to how that photograph got on the
application, what either the normal operating procedures were or if
there were any unique operating procedures in this case which
would explain how that photograph ended up on that visa applica­
tion?

Senor Mirabal. The entire matter of the processing of the paper
work relating to the application was entrusted to the secretary. I
did not participate in any manner. She was most efficient, and we
trusted her in this task.

Mr. Dodd. In other words, you never saw the visa application
when it was in the consulate in Mexico.

Senor Mirabal. Yes, I did. In fact, there is a footnote with a
series of remarks or a remark or observation that I included or I
made.

Mr. Dodd. Do you recall that photograph as the photograph of
the man that you saw, granted not all that clearly, during the 30
minutes or so, the total period of time that he was in your office
back in September of 1963?

Senor Mirabal. I know that this was the photograph that was
affixed to the request of the application, but at no point did I verify
whether this photograph was in fact that of the person who sub­
mitted the application, because this was not a matter that I took
care of. It was the secretary who was responsible for this, and
when she brought these documents to me, I assumed that every­
thing was in order.

Mr. Dodd. Fine. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
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Chairman Stokes. The gentleman from Michigan, Mr. Sawyer.
Mr. Sawyer. Yes, I just have one question.
You stated that the statement attributed to President Castro as

to the statements made in the consulate by Lee Harvey Oswald
were not correct and were a lie or something to that effect.

At that time, I understood you could not speak English and did
not understand English; is that correct?

Senor Mirabal. Yes, it is true. I did not speak English at that
time. However, my colleague, Senor Azcue, and the secretary
would, without any doubt, have informed me if he had stated
anything of such a nature. I have complete trust in my colleague,
Azcue, and in the secretary, and obviously because of the unusual
and extremely alarming nature of any observations or statements
of that kind, I feel sure that they would have advised me had they
heard them.

Mr. Sawyer. I just wanted the record to be clear that you are
repeating what the other two told you rather than stating an
observation as to what he said yourself. You are nodding your head
yes.

Senor Mirabal. Yes; I don’t understand English. Even if I heard
it in English, I wouldn’t have understood it—yes, it was my col­
league, Azcue, and the secretary who took care of the application
submitted by Lee Harvey Oswald. It was also them who provided
me with all of the information that enabled me to add the observa­
tion contained in that footnote to the effect that he was requesting
at the same time a visa to go to the Soviet Union.

In fact, I noticed that he presented a card or credentials as
belonging to the Communist Party of the United States. I under­
stand, or it is also my understanding, that the Communist Party of
the United States stated that he never belonged to the party. I was
surprised by the fact that the card seemed to be a new card.

I must say that I also have been a Communist for a number of
years and that generally we do not use credentials or a card to
identify ourselves as members of the party. Rather, we are identi­
fied to ourselves as Communists by our own behavior and by our
own ideas. I was surprised by his unusual interest in using identifi­
cation as a Communist.

I would think it would be interesting to know how he obtained
the card. It did have his name, and it did coincide with the same
name that appeared in the other document. And, as I indicated, it
was my colleague, Azcue, who brought all these documents and all
this information to my desk for my report. It is then that I talked

\ with the Soviet consul, and when I mentioned this to him, he told
me that Oswald had in fact requested a visa for the Soviet Union
but that he had been told that it would take about 4 months to
obtain a response, and that is the reason that I included that
information in the footnote that was to be sent to Havana.

Mr. Sawyer. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
Chairman Stokes. The time of the gentleman has expired.
Mr. Mirabal, was it standard operating procedure for an appli­

cant to affix his signature to the application in the presence of a
consulate official?

Senor Mirabal. That was normal. And it was always applied in
that manner.
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Chairman Stokes. Were there ever any occasions when an appli­
cation form would be signed in blank?

Senor Mirabal. During the 11 months that I was there, that was
never done.

Chairman Stokes. And under the procedure as you knew it, were
applicants ever permitted to take the application forms out of the
consular office?

Senor Mirabal. To my knowledge, no. The ministry did not allow
that to be done. I could not authorize it, and as far as I know, it
was never done.

Chairman Stokes. Thank you, Mr. Mirabal.
Is there anything further?
The gentleman from Tennessee, Mr. Ford.
Mr. Ford. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
Could I get Mr. Mirabal to describe Mr. Oswald’s demeanor,

please?
Senor Mirabal. What I recall, and this, of course, is not only an

image that time has eroded, but also I looked at him without
concentrating great attention on him. At that time his appearance
was not a cause of concern, but rather the events that were taking
place at that time, the loud conversation, et cetera.

As I recall him, he was a rather small man, medium height or
somewhat less, narrow shoulders. I believe he was wearing a coat,
short hair. I do not recall him having a moustache. He did have a
serious expression on his face. He appeared hard or tough, someone
who is upset or unhappy. That is the image that I retain of him.

Chairman Stokes. The time of the gentleman has expired. Is
there anyone else seeking recognition?

Mr. Mirabal, at the conclusion of a witness’ testimony before our
committee, he is entitled under the rules of this committee and of
the House to address the committee for a period of 5 minutes in
the event he desires to in any way clarify his testimony or expand
upon it or explain it. I would at this time extend to you 5 minutes
for that purpose if you so desire.

Senor Mirabal. Thank you. I would like to state to the members
of the committee that in connection with this entire process of the
two visits that he made to the consulate, my impression from the
very first moment was that it was in fact a provocation. He insisted
on the urgency of his need for a visa. He indicated that he was
being persecuted. He indicated that he could not stay long in
Mexico, that he had an urgent need to travel to Cuba and there­
from to go to the Soviet Union.

On the first day he was not given the visa because he did not
fulfill the necessary requirements, requirements that are asked of
all individuals who are visa applicants.

On the second time he came to file the application, and yet he
insisted that he needed to have it processed rapidly with great
urgency. It was because of these demands of his that the argument
with Mr. Azcue and with the secretary followed, and in fact during
the argument he accused us all of not being true revolutionaries, of

z not being sensitive to the fact that he was being persecuted.
I must say that from the very beginning I considered this a

provocation, and I assured that in the manner in which we handled
the case we followed the directives of the Foreign Ministry in the 
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to obtain a visa.

I would also like to say personally that as far as I am concerned,
it is a source of great satisfaction to be present here before the
committee because in the first place I consider this a very impor­
tant investigation in itself and also because we are very interested
in its successful outcome.

I am individually—and my government wants to insure—that
things will be perfectly cleared up as a result. We feel that there
have been efforts at making propaganda, at conducting campaigns,
and Cuba has been, attempts have been made to link Cuba to this
horrendous assassination.

From the reports that have been read here, apparently even I
had been linked to this event, and I can assure that neither Cuba
nor I in any manner whatsoever participated in something that we
very strongly repudiate, as was clearly stated by Prime Minister
Fidel Castro.

Chairman Stokes. Thank you very much, Mr. Mirabal.
We also want to thank you for having volunteered to be here

today and to testify before this committee, and we are deeply
appreciative for your appearance.

Does counsel have any statement to make?
Mr. Standard. Just this, Mr. Chairman. In anticipation of your

incorporating in this record the 4 hour approximate transcript of
the interview with President Castro, I ask that you incorporate
into the record and make it a part of it a series of articles which
are referred to but not with specificity by date or name.

First, a series of three articles by the French journalist, Jean
Daniel, one which appeared in L’Express in French and two arti­
cles which appeared in the magazine, The New Republic.

Second, in the course of the interview several references are
made to Ambassador William Atwood. Those statements describe
his role in contacting the Cuban Government at the behest of
President Kennedy. And I ask that those be included as well.

Chairman Stokes. Without objection, counsel’s request is hereby
granted.

JFK exhibit F-685 may be entered into therecord at this point.
[The information follows:]
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JFK Exhibit F-685
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sable de tout mafs, je vais vous dire.
Ic crois qu'U a CMipns pas nial de
choses depuis qoclqbes moi* cl put*
aussL.cB flndc-coOiptc, jc stiis per­
suade quy D’importc qui d autre
serai! pu'e.»

Puis Fidel a a oute avec un grand 

ICS dCCX CCaimcniS ••amcricaiu*. uudi.hu i. .."i- -
•Tour cela- il fallal! que oaitsc aux tine, Cuba, la question noire, tout
.ElaU-X’nls un horame capable de • est A repenser. Je vats vous dire une
__ — p—j" j- explosive de K.nn.nv etalt un ennemi
FAmArique'jatine'ei de s’y adapter.

L’aanonce fatale

rire il aiioiticvni .• « vi ; . “ "■ 7
voycx, vous pouvex lui dire que je
suis prAI a declarer qtifr Goldwater
est mon ami, si ccla doit assurer
sa reelection... » .

Cette conversation dalail du 19 no-
vemlire. ... .Mainlcnant il clalt 2 heures envi­
ron, ct nous nous somroes IciAs de.

’ table pour noils installer devant.une
radio. Le dommandonl Vallero, son
nicdecin; aide de camp et ami in-

' time, a facilement.pris remission en
anglais du rclais de la N.B.C. •
Miami. Au fur et * mesure de >«r-
rivAe des nourclles, Vallero les tra-
dulsait A Fidel. Blessure A la t«e. .
Poursuite de I'assassln. Meurtre d un
poHcltr. Enfln Fannonce fatale ;
president Kennedy est mort.

A lore Fide! a’est levA el m'a dll:
cTout is! changA. Tool va changer.

• v.r.i^r • juv» —*---------- Xca Eiats-Unls pccupchl une telle po-
.<op, raven"ernent dans I’AmArlque” sitlon dens le monde que la mort
lallnczci^me darix'lc ■monde .locia- d’un prAshljmt.fle ce.pays affecte des

-UxteT^n pa'rlait, dlsalt-U, ' tfu point millions Me gens dins tons les coins
j- .j—. jI. a. i-> "nair duns .. flu globe. .La ruerra froide. les rela­

tions avec la Hussie. 1’Amerlqua la-
line, Cuba, la question noire, tout
est A rcpenscr. Je vais vous dire une
chose f Kennedy Atal! un ennemi
auquci on s'Atait habitue. C'csl une
affaire grave, trts grave. >

April un quart d'hcurc de silence
obscrvA par toutes les stations de ra­
dio amAricoines, nous nous lomroes
reinstalls devont le poste : Je silence -
n'avait Alt iqterromnu que pour la
retransmission de 1’hymne national
amAricain., Cela procurait une
Atrange impression que d'entendre
rctentir cct hymne dans la maison
de Fidel Custro au milieu des vi-

•wL llilt aux cnvtrcns de 13 h SB, . rAvcWtat. II Hi’oraU dU au D n A tall
I rfaeurv de ••Cuba. Notts*’ Allans; en tar-knstJBciteuk pr Ic danger Abut ■
train de-’-dfleuzer dads Ia’..*aJJe‘ de’-- ' .Tnilku-uiturcl it mie detre une
*Ajour do ■ la sabre. tAsMcbcc estl- . vlcUmr. ides.. EuU-Unu. cugmcntait
vale quo Fldcl.Exstrb poasAde.xtxr “
la raagniDmle place dcVcradcrnj.Jr
130 iuopSircs dr La .Devane. Tourc

■1* -dlxitme Iqu Gtf rnc.1m<,-.je ’falsala

arm! ^installation ’des. fustes- X'an itaU-Lnls un Lomrae car
dernier. La "xonneric d*un UlAphona eumprendre la rdtbtc expi
a retenli; un secretaire tn tenue tatme »t de « v
do gucrillcro a annonce que le pre­
sident de la RApnblique Deri ices
vonlalt parler d’urgence au Premier
ministre. Fide! a prls Fapparcll et
jc lui at entendu dire : < Como ? Ln-
atenlado > (< Comment ? un atten­
tat ?>). 11 s'est adresse A nnus pour
mills dire que Kennedy venait d'etre

: < He-
(BlrsxA

mettre ra sur Je dux. Mais, diles-
mol, cela fait le qualritme president
des Etats-L'nis qui est assassini sur

-conrbren-7 36 ? C'esl inquUtahL A
Cuba, il n'y en a pas un scul. Vol-s
saver, lorsque nous elions dans la
Sierra, il y avail des gens (pas dans
num groupe, dans un autre) qui
voulaiept-tucr Batista. Jis ervyaient
qu'on pouvgit en flnlr arcs un re­
gime en le dAcapilanL Mol, fai tou-
Jours i11 furttliscmcril hostile A cds
methodes. 1* a r calcul politiqde
d’ubord, parce que, en ce qui
conccrnc Cuba, si on avail tu.A Ba­
tista, il aurail ete remplaeA par Un
militaire qui auralt pnttehdu ftls-e
payer aux rcvolutionnalqgx-le mar-
tyre du dictateur.-Alxlf par.lcrnpAfa-
riicnt aussi car, au fond, ce grtfe
d'anassinal me rApugne.* ’

—■' -•gsaS? yrzaigZiy: 1
i»es eaussiuui wii »*•

porter croll devoir parler des dif-
flcultfcs que Mme Kennedy trouve A
se dtfaire de son bar ensanglantt.
Fidel explore: <Que menttdidad»,
U rtpile plnsleurs fol* J aQuello
mentality v, ApnS* tost ■c«daU SP**
difference de civilisaUooi. «E»r«
que vous ties co mine
rope t Pour nous, les Win#- d AmA-
rique, la mort, e’est quclmtc- cbtne
de sacri, non sculcmcsl-C cs! ia fln
de I'hostllitA, mais cela injpKe in
decence, la dignite, le reapcci. X 7
a des voyous qui devienpenX-*6ei-
cneurs devant la mori. A propcs, wa
me fait -censer U quelque chase, xl
vous eenvex tout « au4
dit bier cpnlre la polititrae at Ken­
nedy, maintenant ne cites pas xoa
nom, park* de la poliliqbe da CP“-
verncment des Etals-Unls.

Quand.il a prononcA.tttie
j’al pens* an crqclflx qui £taU;mU
dans la chambre que.Fon in avail
rAservAe. J'ol ppnsA aux Agltscs ca-
tholiques, aux temples -pertesUnU
que j'avais vus, cmplis de fidAles Io
dimanche matin prAcAdent A San­
tiago. Je me suls souvenu.que tons
ces rAvolutionnaircs cAlAbwicnt reli-
gieusement la naissnnce.yfe manage,

lTn rrquisitoirr

Ci-lte phrase faisait suite A une
con versa! inn que nous a'vions eue
ravant-veillr. pendant In nuit du­
rant. Exai-leiiicnt de 10 heures du
suir A t heures du matin, fne bonne
partic des entrclicns avail tourne
aulour des impressions dunl je lui
avail fait part sur une audience que
tu'avait accordee le president Ken­
nedy Je 24 oetobre dernier et sur
Jcs rAaclions de JHdel Castro A ces
impressions. I) s'etait livre aiors A
un implacable rAquisHSiire de la po­
litique des Etats-l nis, ajoutant qu'en
Phis )e gmivernrinent ainericain
avail en toutes les ehnners dans un
p.issc recent de nnrnuiliscr les rap­
ports avre Cuba et quail lieu de Cela
• I avail tolcre que la C.I.A. cnlraine
une equipe rf organise la centre-

uudi.hu
Quand.il
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Fidil Castro rr jkax Dasiil.
« C'fft tr quatriime Pretident dft Etatt-Vnii auatiinf. Ceil inqaiitant. »

et it morl. J’ai pens* i celte phrasa
d'un ministre cubain : «N'oubliez
jamais que celte revolution socialisle
parle 1’espagnol. Vous ne pourrei la
connaltre vraiment que si vous Ates
un familier du < Romancero». du
«Cid » et de « Don Quicholte >.
Moi, j'ajouterais qu’il taut aussi etre
un familier de 1'Afrique depuis que
j’ai cntendu chanter I' < Internatio­
nale » par des petites filles devant
la maison ou 1'on celebrail tin
« clienco > qui est une sorte de vau-
dou cuoain.

Vers 5 heures, Fidel Castro a
ddclari que, puisque nous n'y pou-
vions ricn, il fallait tout de'mcme
es.saycr de respecter 1'eniploi du
temps. Il tenait i me faire visiter
lui-mrme une < granja de pueblo >
(ferine d'Elat) dans laquclle il s'elail
livre a des experiences pcrsonnelles.
Sun obsession actuelle, c’e.st i'agri-
culture. 11 ne lit que des eludes agro-
nomiques. II parle avec lyrisme du
sol. de sa fertilisation et des possi­
bility que donnera i Cuba Ja canne
it sucre, en 1D70, d'acqutrir une coin-

Un « admiratetir »

Nous avnns pris la voilure et Oli­
ver! la radio. On itait sur Ja piste
de 1’assassin de Dallas. < C'est un
espion russc >, dit le reporter. Cor­
rection cinq minutes ■pres : < C'est
un espion marit a une Busse. > Fidel
dit : < Mainlenant, fa y est, cela va
tire mon lour. > Pas encore. L’as-
aassin est un dtserteiir marxiste. En­
suite on entend en effet qu'il s'agit

d'un jeune bomme. raembre du < Fair
Play Committee for Cuba >. C’est un
admiraleiir de Fidel'Castro. Fidel de­
clare : < S'ils avaient des preuves, ils
auraient dit un agent, un complice,
un tueur a gages. S'ils disent simple-
nient un admirateur, c'est simplement
pour tenter de lier dans i'esprit des
gens le nom de Castro et I'emotion
suscitee par 1'assassinat. C'est la me­
thode de la publicitc, c'est la me­
thode de la propagande. C'est ter­
rible. Mais vous saves, je suis sOr
que lout cela va se degonfler Ires
vile. 11 y a, aux Etats-l'nis, trop de
polices cuncurrentes pour que les
intentions de 1'une d'elles puissent
etre imposccs a Ionics, Ires Jong-
temps. >

Nous arrivons a la < granja de

fucblo » ou les paysans acciicillcnt
idel. Au meme moment, un speaker

etranglce par I'emotion que 1'on sait
desormais que 1’assassin est un < pro-
caslro-niurxisli*».

Les cmumvntaires .se sucredent. ils
deviennenl de plus en plus emus et
de plus cn phis agressifs. Fidel s'ex-
Kuse aloes : < II faut abundonner la
Visile de la ferine. > Nous alfon.s vers
Matanxas d'ou il pourra telephoner
au president Dorticos. En chemin il
pose lies questions : « Qui est Lyndon
Johnson 7 Quelle reputation a-t-il 7
Quel rapport avait-il avec Kennedy 7
avec Krouchlehev 7 Quelle clait sa
position au moment de la tentative
d'invasion it Cuba 7 Quelle autoritt,
enfln et surtout, a-t-il sur la C.I.A. 7 »
El puis, soudain, il regarde sa mon-

comme sur commande, il s'endort.

Si je peux en juger par le temps qu'il
m'a consacrt pendant ces trois jours,
il n'avait pu dormir auparavant que
quelques heures a peine.

L’ironie de riiiatoire

Apres Malanias d'ou il devait or-
donner i'etal d'ulcrte, nous soinmes
revenus a Vnradern pour diner. It a
dit, cilant le propos qu'une femme

resiste pas au rytbine.

dans la meilleure acception du
ternie. Lei Espagnols ici n'ont pas
ett imprtgnts de la gravite indienne

a la politique du president des Etals-
Unix. Mais ce people cubain est

Cubains, dans la situation qui leur
avail ele faile depuis Je blocus,
d'avoir a dejilurer la niiirt d'un pre­
sident des Elal.s-Vnis. < Apres tout.

Mme Nhu. » Je ncn.se, en efTct, au
people de Cuba habitue a voir des
afflehes comme celle qui represente
I'Aniiev rouge en surimpression der­
riere des muquisarris et sur lesquels
on pent lire : < Allo Mr. Kennedy,

An diner, j'al pa reprendre toules
mes questions. (Comment Castra

ivait tie-ament k meltra en danger
la pais du monde avec les fusees 7
Quelle etait la dependance k 1'egard
de 1'L'ninn Sovietique 7 S’il n’etail
pas possible d'envisager des rapports
avec les Etats-Unis, comme la Fin-
lande' en a avec !<•’. ‘Tlr-'cc 7 Com­
ment le passage s’est fait de 1'huma-
nisme de la Sierra Mncstra au'
inarxiame-li-ninisme de 12ol 7 Fidel
Castro, a nouveau en pit-ine forme.
s'est explique sur tout. ifuis*VH m'a
questionne a nouveau- stir Kennedy
et chaque foil que je fai.sais un eloge
des qualitcs intfllecltrcllcs du pre­
sident assassme, j'eveillais clicz lui
le plus vif interct.

Les Cubains ont vccti avec les
Elals-l nis dans cctlc intimitc cruetlv.
el que je cunnais bion, des colonises
aver les cuhmisaleurs. (Zest tout de
meme une intimile. I.'evenement qui
frappe les homines frappe en meme
temps les aulres. Dans cdlrf si sedui-
sanle ville de l.a Havahe oil nous
smiinies retournes dans Ja nuit. tan-
dis que brillaient les cnxrignes htnii-
ncuses des slogans mnrxislcs qui ant
remplav; la publicitc dp Coca-Cola
et du dentifrice, au jnilieu des expo­
sitions sovictiques et des camions
tcheques, une ccrtaine Emotion ame-
ricaine vibrait dans Fair, faite de
ressentiment, de trouble, d'anxiete,
mais tout de meme aussi de je ne
suis quel imperceptible rapproche­
ment.^ < Apres. tout, qe president
americain s'est mis d'accord, pen­
dant sa vie, avec nos atuls russets,
m'a dit, au mo'nient de; mon dtpart,
un jeune intellectuel cubain, coinme
pour s'excuser de ne das se rejouir
de 1'assassinat. I

JEAN DANIEL.
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Nun 7 Vous croycx que cell no
cornpte pus, I'lionnrur cu politique 7
Nona wmiucs des romanliqucs 7
Pcut-Alre. Pourquol pea 7 En tout caa,
nous sonnies dea militants. Brcf.
nuns nous somiues mia d'accurd sur
]*iii»lalla!ion dca fusAcs.

« Alors. au mots de juin 1962,
Raoul, mon frtre, el Che Guevara
aoot allAs A Moscou pour discuter
des modallles de la rnise en place
dea fusAes. L« convol eat arrive par
mer en trois semaines. Lea Etals-
I'nis sont parvenus a savoir qu'il
s'agissalt d'armcs, blen sfir, mats ils
ont nils deux inols pour dAcouvrir
qu'il a’agissait de fusAes. Deux
Diols, c'est-u-dira davantage que ca
quo nous avions calculA. Car 11 eat
bicn Avldent pour tout le monde

Ju'il s'agissait d'intlmider et non
agresser.
< Maintenant, nous allons parler

de I'Alliance pour le ProgrAs. Je
vais vous dire: dans un certain
sens, c'Atalt uno bonne idAe, cela'
a marquA un progrAs. Mime si on
pcut dire que c'est lardif, tlmide,
que cela a ctA fait A chaud, sous ia
contrainte, malgrA lout cela I’ac-
r.'ptc de dire, je convlens qu? 1'idAe
en elle-mAme constltualt' un 'effort
d'adaptation au cours extraorditml-
rement rapide dea AvAnements en
Ainerique laline.

Ixts pctrales argentinn

« Quand nous apprcnons par exem-
pie (vous avexJTu lea Journaux ca
matin 7) que lej Argentina nations-
lisent le pAlrole I Le gouvernement
argentin 1 Non, mail vous vous r.*n*
dea coninte 7 A la Bourse da New
York, cela a dd fniro plus de bruit
que Je castrisme I Les conservateurs
catholiques et mllltaires de 1'Argen-
tine, les homniea lea plus ilia aux
IntArAts amiricalns I Ici on parle da
nationalisation, 1A de reforms
agraire, bon, al I'Alliance pour le
ProgrAs provoque ceia, co n’est pas
mauvais, ceia va dans Je sens des
aspirations populaires.

< J.qrsque je pense qu'entre les
EtuU-lnis et nous, du temps d'Ei-
senliower, ou plutot de Nixon, tout
a commence lursque nous avons dA-
crelA une rAfornie agraire qul Da
visalt, Acoutez bicn cela, que les pro-
prielmres de plus de 200.000 hecta­
res .' Mais oui I 200.000 I Mais alors
la reaction des trusts avail Alt ter­
rible. Aujourd'hui, pour les aulres,
el parte qu'on agile 1'Apouvantail
couimuniste, la reaction des trusts
amArlcains est en apparence plus ba-

Fidkl Castfo...
a Cert le rapport tfAbJoubel...

bile. Ils vnnt choislr des homines
de pailje, pour couverner Indirecle-
raenL Mais ies oifflcultAa vont com-
mencer.

< C'est pourquol les bonnes IdAea
de Kennedy ne pourront rlen don-
ner. C'est JrAs facile A comprendre
et lul, en ce moment, Il doit s'en
apercevoir, parce que ie vous 1'ai
dit, c'est un homme reallsje : de-
puis des annAes et dea anpAes, la
politique amAricalne, c'eM-A-dire
non pas le gouvernement, man les
trusts et Je Pentagone, aappulo en
AraArique latino stir des oligarchies.
Le prestige, lea dollars, la puissance
passalent paries mains d'une claxse
dont Kennedy Jul-mdme vous a dit
ce qu'elle Atait en parlant de Ba­
tista.

< Tout d'un coup, un president
arrive qul prAtend s'appuyer stir une
autre cluse (qul n’avalt entra les
mains aucun'oes levlera de com­
mands) pour que les peuples alent
1'impression que lea Etats-Unls n'ap-
puient plus les dlctaleurs et que
ron n'a plus besoin de faira oes
rAvolutions A la Castro.

« Qu’est-ce qui se passe alors 7 Les
trusts voient leurs interfts compro-
mis (A peine, mais tout de mAme I),
le Pentagons pens®- que les bases
stratAgiques sont en danger, les oli­
garchies pnissentes de tous lea pays
d'AmArique latine alertent leurs amis
amAricains, elles sabotent la nouvelle
politique, bref Kennedy a tout Io
monde contro lui. Sur place, les quel-

3ues presidents libAraux, ou preten-
us tels, que 1'on a cboisis commo

instruments de la nouvelle politique,

« Pourquol ne terait-je pat Tito ou Sekou Tauri ? »
(Mare Klboud-Magnum.i

I'issiie 7 Comment la situation peut-
clle Avolucr 7

— Mrme si lea Elals-l'nls utl-
lisriit coulee vous ce quo vous
appelcs J'alibl (Ju cniiiitiuuisiiie, 11
rrxte <pie vous eves cJioisi le com-
miinisme. que voire economic et
voire defense ou voire sAcurilA dA-
prndent de 1'L'nion Sovielique, et
que, meme si vous n'y etes pour rlen,
les Etals-l'nis cunsidArent que vous
failes pariie d'une stratAgie Inter­
nalionale. que vous constitues une
base soviAtique dans un monde od
la palx dApend du respect d'un'
parlage tarlte des zones.

— Si les ElaU-L'nis potent le pro-
blAme comme vous 1'aves pose, alors,
tranche Castro, c'est vrai, Il s'y a

fas d'issue. Mais qui est peroant
la On du eomple 7 On i tout es*

sayA contra nous, tout, absolumenl
tout, et nous vivona encore, de mieux
en mieux, nous aommes debout, et
nous allons fAter avec un Aclat plus
crand que d’habitude, le 1" janvler
10M, le clnquiAme annlvcruire de
la Revolution cubaloe. La politique
d'isolcmcnl des Etals-l'nis cat cna-
quB Jour moins efflrare...

^AU CdVES DB
—qul a lost dtclcnzhi.t

Ni dollars ni hanquicra
« Je vlens de vous parler en ri-

volutionnatre cubain. Mais al je dole
vous parler comme un homme sou-
cleux de la paix et qui considers
que les EtaU-t'nis sent un pays trop
important pour ne pas influencer la
paix dans Is monde, alors. Avidem-
ment. je ne peux pas m’empAcber
d'espArer qu'il se trouvera un homme
en AmCrique du Nord, un homme
pour braver 1'impopularltA, lutter
contra les trusts, dire la vArilA et
aurtout laisser les peuples agir
comme Ils 1'entendent.

< Je ns demands qu'une chose I
ni des dollars, ni une aide, nl des
diplomates, nl des banquiers, nl des
militaires, rien sauf la paix, qu'on
nous accepte tels que nous aommes.
Nous, nous sommes socialistes, les
Etats-Unis sont capilalistcs, les pays
d'AmArique latine cboisiroat ce
qu'ils voudronU Tout de mC-me. A
1 Apoqun oil les Elats-L'nls vendeni___
du ble aux Russes, oil le Canada cp-
provisionne la Chine, oil de Gaulle
respecle Ben Bella, pourquoi ierait-11
Impossible de faire comprendre aux
Amcricains que le socialisnie conduit

Jour eux nan pas A 1'hostilitA, malt
la coexistence. Pourquoi ne scrais-

je pas Tito ou Sekou TourA ?
< Vraiment, je crols qu'un homme

comme Krnnedy prut decouvrir
que 1'inlercl des Elets-lnis n’est
pas do puursuivro une politi­
que qul ne mAne qu'A des Acbecs.
Avec nous, sur la base du respect
rAciproquo de« seuvcrainetAs, tout
peut se norinaliser. »

Fidel Castro s'est levA et ra'a dR
encore, pour conduce :

< Puisque vous allex revolr Ken­
nedy, soyes un mexseger de paix.
Jo precise bicn, je ne veux rlen, je
n'atlend: rkr ci, comme revolution-
naire, le situation sctuclle no mo
dAplclt pcs. Mais comme homme, 1
comma homme d'Etat, I'ai le devoir
d'indiquer oh peuvent etro lea bases
d’une Donne entente. >

Deux jour* aprAs, Kennedy Atait
■ssassinA. J'al revu Fidel Castro. 11
Atait bouleverse.

JEAN DANIEL.
{Copyright < L’Expreit > et Jean

Daniel. Tunte reproduction, mlmt
partielle. interdile, tauf accord.)
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When Castro Heard the News
Havana
It was around 1:30 in the afternoon, Cuban time. We
were having lunch in the living room of the modest
summer residence which Fidel Castro owns on magni­
ficent Varadero Beach, 120 kilometers from Havana.
For at least the tenth time, I was questioning the Cuban
leader on details of the negotiations'with Russia before
the missile installations last year. The telephone rang,
a secretary in guerrilla garb announced that Mr. Dor-
ticos, President of the Cuban Republic, had an urgent
communication for the Prime Minister. Fidel picked up
the phone and I heard him say: "Como? Un atentado?"
("What's that? An attempted assassination?") He then
turned to us to say that Kennedy had just been struck
down in Dallas. Then he went back to the telephone
and exclaimed in a loud voice "Herido? Muy grave-
mente?" ("Wounded? Very seriously?")

He came back, sat down, and repeated three times
the words: "Es una mala noticia." ("This is bad news.")
He remained silent for a moment, awaiting another call
with further news. He remarked while we waited that
there was an alarmingly sizable lunatic fringe in Amer­
ican society and that this deed could equally well have
been the work of a madman or of a terrorist. Perhaps a
Vietnamese? Or a member of the Ku Klux Klan? The
second call came through: it was hoped they would be
able to announce that the United States President was
still alive, that there was hope of saving him. Fidel
Castro's immediate reaction was: "If they can, he is
already re-elected." He pronounced these words with
satisfaction.

This sentence was a sequel to a conversation we had
held on a previous evening and which had turned into
an all-night session. To be precise, it lasted from 10 in
the evening until 4 in the morning. A good part of
the talk revolved about the impressions I recounted
to him of an interview which President Kennedy
granted me this last October 24, and about Fidel
Castro's reactions to these impressions. During this
nocturnal discussion, Castro had delivered himself of
a relentless indictment of US policy, adding that in the
recent past Washington had had ample opportunity
to normalize its relations with Cuba, but that instead
it had tolerated a CIA program of training, equipping
and organizing a counter-revolution. He had told me
that he wasn't in the least fearful of his life, since
danger was his natural milieu, and if he were to become
a victim of the United States this would simply en­
hance his radius of influence in Latin America as well
as throughout the socialist world. He was speaking, he
said, from the viewpoint of the interests of peace in 

both the American continents. To achieve this goal, a
leader would have to arise in the United States capable
of understanding the explosive realities of Latin Amer­
ica and of meeting them halfway. Then, suddenly, he
had taken a less hostile tack: "Kennedy could still be
this man. He still has the possibility of becoming,
in the eyes of history, the greatest President of the
United States, the leader who may at last understand
that there can be coexistence between capitalists and
socialists, even in the Americas. He would then be
an even greater President than Lincoln. I know, for
example, that for Khrushchev, Kennedy is a man you
can talk with. I have gotten this impression from all
my conversations with Khrushchev. Other leaders have
assured me that to attain this goal, we must first await
his re-election. Personally, I consider him responsible
for everything, but I will say this: he has come to
understand many things over the past few, months;
and then too, in the last analysis, I'm convinced that
anyone else would be worse." Then Fidel had added
with a broad and boyish grin: "If you see him again,
you can tell him that I'm willing to declare Goldwater
my friend if that will guarantee Kennedy's re-election!"

This conversation was held on November 19.
Now it was nearly 2 o'clock and we got up from

the table and settled ourselves in front of a radio.
Commandant Vallero, his physician, aide-de-camp, and
intimate friend, was easily able to get the broadcasts
from the NBC network in Miami. As the news came
in, Vallero would translate it for Fidel: Kennedy
wounded in the head; pursuit of the assassin; murder
of a policeman; finally the fatal announcement: Presi­
dent Kennedy is dead. Then Fidel stood up and said to
me: "Everything is changed. Everything is going to
change. The United States occupies such a position in
world affairs that the death of a President of that
country affects millions of people in every comer of
the globe. The cold war, relations with Russia, Latin
America, Cuba, the Negro question ... all will have to
be rethought. I'll tell you one thing: at least Kennedy
was an enemy to whom we had become accustomed.
This is a serious matter, an extremely serious matter."

After the quarter-hour of silence observed by all
the American radio stations, we once more timed in
on Miami; the silence had only been broken by a re­
broadcasting of the American national anthem. Strange
indeed was the impression made, on hearing this hymn
ring out in the house of Fidel Castro, in the midst of a
circle of worried faces. "Now," Fidel said, "they will
have to find the assassin quickly, but very quickly. 
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otherwise, you watch and see, I know them, they will
try to put die blame on us for this thing. But tell me,
how many Presidents have been assassinated? Four?
This is most disturbing! In Cuba, only one has been
assassinated. You know, when we were hiding out in
the Sierra there were some (not in my group, in an­
other) who wanted to kill Batista. They thought they
could do away with a regime by decapitating it. I have
always been violently opposed to such methods. First
of all from the viewpoint of political self-interest, be­
cause so far as Cuba is concerned, if Batista had been
killed he would have been replaced by some military
figure who would have tried to make the revolutionists
pay for the martyrdom of the dictator. But I was also
opposed to it on personal grounds; assassination is
repellent to me."

The broadcasts were now resumed. One reporter
felt he should mention the difficulty Mrs. Kennedy
was having in getting rid of her bloodstained stockings.
Fidel exploded: "What sort of a mind is this!" He re­
peated the remark several times: "What sort of a
mind is this? There is a difference in our civilizations
after all. Are you like this in Europe? For us Latin
Americans, death is a sacred matter; not only does it
mark the close of hostilities, but it also imposes de­
cency, dignity, respect. There are even street urchins
who behave like kings in the face of death. Incidentally,
this reminds me of something else: if you write all
those things I told you yesterday against Kennedy's
policy, don't use his name now; speak instead of the
policy of the United States government."

Toward 5 o'clock, Fidel Castro declared that since
there was nothing we could do to alter the tragedy, we
must try to put our time to good use in spite of it. He
wanted to accompany me in person on a visit to a
granja de pueblo (state farm), where he had been en­
gaging in some experiments. His present obsession is
agriculture. He reads nothing but agronomical studies
and reports. He dwells lyrically on the soil, fertilizers,
and the possibilities which will give Cuba enough
sugar cane by 1970 to achieve economic independence.

"Didn't I Tell You"

We went by car, with the radio on. The Dallas
police were now hot on the trail of the assassin. He
is a Russian spy, says the news commentator. Five
minutes later, correction: he is a spy married to a
Russian. Fidel said: "There, didn't I tell you; it'll be
my turn next." But not yet. The next word was: the
assassin is a Marxist deserter. Then the word came
through, in effect, that the assassin was a young man
who was a member of the "Fair Play for Cuba Com­
mittee," that he was an admirer of Fidel Castro. Fidel
declared: "If they had had proof, they would have said 

he was an ■ agent, an accomplice, a hired killer. In
saying simply that he is an admirer, this is just to try
and make an association in people's minds between the
name of Castro and the emotion awakened by the
assassination. This is a publicity method, a propaganda
device. It's terrible. But you know, I'm sure this will
all soon blow over. There are too many competing
policies in the United States for any single one to be
able to impose itself universally for very long."

We arrived at the granja de pueblo, where the farm­
ers welcomed Fidel. At that very moment, a speaker
announced over the radio that it was now known that
the assassin is a "pro-Castro Marxist." One commen­
tator followed another; the remarks became increas­
ingly emotional, increasingly aggressive. Fidel then
excused himself: "We shall have to give up the visit
to the farm." We went on toward Matanzas from where
he could telephone President Dorticos. On the way he
had questions: "Who is Lyndon Johnson? What is his
reputation? What were his relations with Kennedy?
With Khrushchev? What was his position at the time of
the attempted invasion of Cuba?" Finally and most
important of all: "What authority does he exercise
over the CIA?" Then abruptly he looked at his watch,
saw that it would be half an hour before we reached
Matanzas and, practically on the spot, he dropp.ed off to
sleep.

After Matanzas, where he must have decreed a state
of alert, we returned to Varadero for dinner. Quoting
the words spoken to him by a woman shortly before,
he said to me that it was an irony of history for the
Cubans, in the situation to which they had been re­
duced by the blockade, to have to mourn the death of
a President of the United States. "After all," he added,
"there are perhaps some people in the world to whom
this news is cause for rejoicing. The South Vietnamese
guerrillas, for example, and also, I would imagine,
Madame Nhu!"

I thought of the people of Cuba, accustomed to the
sight of posters like the one depicting the Red Army
with maquis superimposed in front, and the screaming
captions "halt, mr. Kennedy! Cuba is not alone. . . ."
I thought of all those who had been led to associate
their deprivations with the policies of President John
F. Kennedy.

At dinner I was able to take up all my questions.
What had motivated Castro to endanger the peace of
the world with the missiles in Cuba? How dependent
was Cuba on the Soviet Union? Is it not possible to
envisage relations between Cuba and the United States
along the same lines as those between Finland and the
Russians? How was the transition made from the
humanism of Sierra Maestra to the Marxism-Leninism
of 1961? Fidel Castro, once more in top form, had an
explanation for everything. Then he questioned me
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once more on Kennedy, and each time I eulogized the
intellectual qualities of. the assassinated President, I
awakened the keenest interest in him.

The Cubans have lived with the United States in
that cruel intimacy so familiar to me of the colonized
with their colonizers. Nevertheless, it was an intimacy.
In that very seductive city of Havana to which we re­
turned in the evening, where the luminous signboards
with Marxist slogans have replaced the Coca Cola and
toothpaste billboards, in the midst of Soviet exhibits 

and Czechoslovakian trucks, a certain American emo­
tion vibrated in the atmosphere, compounded of re­
sentment, of concern, of anxiety, yet also, in spite of
everything, of a mysterious almost imperceptible rap­
prochement. After all, this American President was able
to reach accord with our Russian friends during his
lifetime, said a young Cuban intellectual to me as I was
taking my leave. It was almost as though he were apolo­
gizing for not rejoicing at the assassination.

Jean Daniel



Unofficial Envoy
JLn Historic Report from Two Capitals

by Jean Daniel

A recent trip, to the United States, followed by a journey to Cuba, made it
possible for me to establish a "dialogue" between the late President Kennedy and
Prime Minister Fidel Castro. Since my arrival in Mexico, where this article is
being written, I have been asked whether the impressions I derived from these
interviews could shed any light on the assassination of the President and on
future relations between Lyndon B. Johnson and Castro.

Last week in these pages I answered the first question by describing the re­
actions of Fidel Castro, with whom I was visiting at the time, to John Ken­
nedy's death. Here I shall explore the second question by reconstituting the
Kennedy-Castro dialogue from the viewpoint of one who was a witness to it.

The. Author

President Kennedy received me at the White House
on Thursday, October 24. My appointment had been
scheduled for 5:30. I waited in the Cabinet Conference
Room, and at 5:45 the President, following his usual
custom, came to look for me himself so that he could
escort me into his office. He apologized for the delay,
not so much as a courtesy or to flatter me, but to ex­
plain the scheduling of his time, which seemed to be
very strictly organized. As we passed through the small
room where his secretary was working, we caught a
glimpse of Mrs. Kennedy leaving by a French window
on her way to the private garden of the White House.
The President called her back to introduce me.

It was still Indian summer in Washington. The
weather was very warm, and both the President and
Mrs. Kennedy were very lightly dressed, thus enhanc­
ing the impression of youth, charm, and simplicity
which was in rather surprising contrast to the solemnity
of entering these august chambers. The President
(athletic looking in his well-tailored suit, speaking with
quick, abrupt gestures and a mobile expression but, at
times, freezing up and becoming disconcertingly, al­
most, I would say, completely expressionless) invited
me to be seated on the semi-circular sofa which was in
the middle of his office. He sat in a rocking chair op­
posite the sofa. The interview was to last from 20 to 25
minutes, and it was interrupted only by a brief tele­
phone call.

The President immediately asked me how the French
situation was developing. After my reply, he spoke
about General de Gaulle. He talked in a relaxed fashion, 

like someone who has at last found solace in indiffer­
ence after having long been exasperated and fascinated.
John Kennedy was a man who liked to get to the heart
of a matter quickly, and make decisions even more
rapidly. But this was not possible in dealing with de
Gaulle, who is more difficult to handle than Khru­
shchev. One day, impatient at not understanding the
General's reasoning and intent upon convincing him,
Kennedy telephoned de Gaulle direct. All in vain. Odd­
ly enough, however, since the recent visit of de Gaulle's
foreign minister, Couve de Murville, to Washington
Mr. Kennedy had ceased to be so deeply concerned
about Franco-American relations. The truth is, he had
made up his mind not to worry about them any more.
According to him, it was a waste of time.

"Mr. Couve de Murville and I both verified that we
didn't agree on anything," the President told me. "And
we agreed that such total disagreement was hardly cal­
culated to create a flourishing friendship between two
great Western nations. I came to the conclusion that
General de Gaulle's strategy, which is rather incom­
prehensible to me, requires a certain amount of tension
with the United States. It would seem that only through
this tension is it possible to restore to Europe the desire
to think for itself and renounce its torpid dependence
on American dollar aid and political guidance!"

President Kennedy went on to sum up, with con­
ciseness and vigor, the points of disagreement between
the United States and France. On the subject of Ger­
many, nuclear policy, Europe, the idea of "indepen­
dence," he told me what has since become public 
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knowledge. He added, however, that France had a
strange way of manifesting its independence, partic­
ularly, for example, on the subject of Vietnam and
Cuba. It seemed ironic and irritating to him that the
French Chief Executive was apparently bent on telling
him how the United States should proceed, without
assuming any risks himself. He told me that no one was
more appreciative than he of advice, information, and
even criticism; but that these were all the more valued
if the friends proffering them were themselves com­
mitted to a program of action.

I then asked Mr. Kennedy what could be expected
from General de Gaulle's proposed visit to the United
States next February. He replied: "Absolutely nothing."
But he followed this up immediately and with a broad
grin, as though savoring in advance the pleasure of
the impending meeting: "It will be exciting, just the
same. General de Gaulle is an historic figure; he is de-
cidely the strangest great man of our time."

Relations with Cuba

Taking the initiative at this point, I brought up the
subject of Vietnam and Cuba, saying that the Gaullists
were not the only ones in France who deplored certain
mistaken US policies. I pointed out that the first time
I had the opportunity of meeting John Kennedy, he
was a Senator and had just made a resounding speech
on the subject of Algeria. Had the ideas set forth in
that speech been faithfully applied in Saigon and
Havana? Here my notes are very specific, and I shall
let the late President speak through them:

"We haven't enough time to talk about Vietnam,
but I'd like to talk to you about Cuba. Incidentally, our
conversation will be much more interesting when you
return, because Ben Bradlee [of Newsweek] tells me
you are on your way to Cuba now.

"Every now and then I read articles in the European
press pointing out that we Americans were blind to
what was happening in the Cuban situation. I have just
learned that General de Gaulle himself regarded Com­
munism in Cuba as nothing but the accidental and
temporary form of a will to independence from the
United States. Of course it is very easy to understand
this 'will to independence' around President de Gaulle."

John Kennedy then mustered all his persuasive force.
He punctuated each sentence with that brief, mechan­
ical gesture which had become famous:

"I tell you this: we know perfectly what happened
in Cuba, to the misfortune of all. From the beginning
I personally followed the development of these events
with mounting concern. There are few subjects to which
I have devoted more painstaking attention. My conclu­
sions go much further than the European analyses. Here
is what I believe.

'T believe that there is no country in the world, in­
cluding all the African regions, including any and all
the countries under colonial domination, where eco­
nomic colonization, humiliation and exploitation were
worse than in Cuba, in part owing to my country's
policies during the Batista regime. I believe that we
created, built and manufactured the Castro movement
out of whole cloth and without realizing it. I believe
that the accumulation of these mistakes has jeopardized
all of Latin America. The great aim of the Alliance for
Progress is to reverse this unfortunate policy. This is
one of the most, if not the most, important problems in
American foreign policy. I can assure you that I have
understood the Cubans. I approved the proclamation
which Fidel Castro made in the Sierra Maestra, when
he justifiably called for justice and especially yearned to
rid Cuba of corruption. I will go even further: to some
extent it is as though Batista was the incarnation of a
number of sins on the part of the United States. Now
we shall have to pay for those sins. In the matter of the
Batista regime, I am in agreement with the first Cuban
revolutionaries. That is perfectly clear."

After a silence during which he was able to note my
surprise and my interest, the President continued: "But
it is also clear that the problem has ceased to be a
Cuban one, and has become international — that is, it
has become a Soviet problem. I am the President of the
Unite3 States and not a sociologist; I am the President
of a free nation which has certain responsibilities in the
Free World. I know that Castro betrayed the promises
made in the Sierra Maestra, and that he has agreed to
be a Soviet agent in Latin America. I know that through
his fault —either his 'will to independence', his mad­
ness or Communism — the world was on the verge of
nuclear war in October, 1962. The Russians understood
this very well, at least after our reaction; but so far as
Fidel Castro is concerned, I must say I don't know
whether he realizes this, or even if he cares about it."
A smile, then: "You can tell me whether he does when
you come back. In any case, the nations of Latin Amer­
ica are not going to attain justice and progress that
way, I mean through Communist subversion. They
won't get there by going from economic oppression to
a Marxist dictatorship which Castro himself denounced
a few years ago. The United States now has the pos­
sibility of doing as much good in Latin America as it
has done wrong in the past; I would even say that we
alone have this power - on the essential condition that
Communism does not take over there."

Mr. Kennedy then rose to indicate that the interview
was over. I apologized for keeping him to ask two
quick questions. The first: Could the United States
tolerate economic collectivism? He answered: "What
about Sekou Toure? And Tito? I received Marshal Tito
three days ago, and our discussions were most posi-
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five." Second question: What does the American gov­
ernment expect to gain from the blockade? Is the
economic isolation of Cuba a punishment or a political
maneuver?

Kennedy's reply: "Are you suggesting that the polit­
ical effectiveness of the blockade is uncertain [smile]?
You will see when you go to Cuba whether it is or not.
In any case, we can't let Communist subversion win in
the other Latin American countries. Two dikes are
needed to contain Soviet expansion: the blockade on
the one hand, a tremendous effort toward progress on
the other. This is the problem in a nutshell. Both battles
are equally difficult." (Silence.) Then, a last comment:
"The continuation of the blockade depends on the con­
tinuation of subversive activities."

The interview was over. I did not really wish to sug­
gest anything, since I had never been to Cuba and,
on the other hand, I had heard from all sides tales of
the privations the Cuban people were suffering owing
to their isolated economic situation. But I could see
plainly that John Kennedy had doubts, and was seeking
a way out

That same evening I recounted this conversation in
detail to an American colleague - an intimate friend of
President Kennedy, through whom I had obtained this
interview - and to the editor of The New Republic.
Both my confidants, who knew the President a thou­
sand times better than I, agreed that John F. Kennedy
had never before expressed himself so specifically and
with such feeling on his 'understanding of the first
phase of the Castro revolution. They hesitated to draw
any political conclusions from his remarks. However,
they were not surprised at Kennedy's invitation to
come and see him again when I returned from Cuba.

In effect, John Kennedy displayed two basic charac­
teristics in his exercise of power: first, an overwhelming
degree of empiricism and realism. A man without a
particular doctrine, he reacted decisively to events, and
only to events. Nothing but the shock of collision with
a problem was sufficient to make him come to a deci­
sion, and because of this, his decisions were unpredic­
table. At that point he had a consuming need for
information, and this need had increased a great deal
since experience had taught him not to rely solely on
official channels.

After this, I went to Havana.

Night Session

In the "Pearl of the Antilles, rum-perfumed and
steeped in triumphant sensuality," as Cuba is described
in those American tourist folders still lying about in
the hotels of Havana, I spent three closely packed and
intensive weeks, but thinking all along that I would
never get to meet with Fidel Castro. I talked with fann­

ers, writers and painters, militants and counter-revo­
lutionaries, ministers and ambassadors — but Fidel re­
mained inaccessible. I had been warned: he was snowed
under with work; as a result of the hurricane, the
Cuban government had been obliged to revise its whole
planning program; and then, above all, he no longer
had any desire to receive any journalists, least of all
Western newsmen. I had practically given up hope
when, on the evening of what I thought was to be my
departure date (the capricious plane which links
Havana with Mexico happily did not leave the next day
after all), Fidel came to my hotel. He had heard of my
interview with the President. We went up to my
room at 10 in the evening and did not leave until 4 in
the following morning. Here, I shall only recount that
part of that interview which constitutes a reply to John
F. Kennedy's remarks.

Fidel listened with devouring and passionate inter­
est: he pulled at his beard, yanked his parachutist's
beret down over his eyes, adjusted his maqui tunic, all
the while making me the target of a thousand malicious
sparks cast by his deep-sunk, lively eyes. At one point
I felt as though I were playing the role of that partner
with whom he had as strong a desire to confer as to do
battle; as though I myself were in a small way that
intimate enemy in the White House whom Khrushchev
described to Fidel as someone with whom "it is pos­
sible to talk." Three times he had me repeat certain re­
marks, particularly those in which Kennedy expressed
his criticism of the Batista regime, those in which Ken­
nedy showed his impatience with the comments attrib­
uted to General de Gaulle, and lastly those in which
Kennedy accused Fidel of having almost caused a war
fatal to all humanity.

When I stopped talking, I expected an explosion.
Instead, I was treated to a lengthy silence and, at the
end of that silence, to a calm, composed, often humor­
ous, always thoughtful exposition. I don't know wheth­
er Fidel has changed, or whether these cartoons cari­
caturing him as a ranting madman which appear in the
Western press perhaps correspond to a former reality.
I only know that at no time during the two complete
days I spent with him (and during which a great deal
happened), did Castro abandon his composure and
poise. Here too, I shall let Castro speak for himself,
reserving only the possibility of correcting certain judg­
ments on these two political leaders based on my own
experiences in Cuba.

"I believe Kennedy is sincere," Fidel declared. "I
also believe that today the expression of this sincerity
could have political significance. I'll explain what I
mean. I haven't forgotten that Kennedy centered his
electoral campaign against Nixon on the theme of
firmness toward Cuba. I have not forgotten the Ma­
chiavellian tactics and the equivocation, the attempts at
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invasion, the pressures, the blackmail, the organization
of a counter-revolution, the blockade and, above every­
thing, all the retaliatory measures which were imposed
before, long before there was the pretext and alibi of
Communism. But I feel that he inherited a difficult
situation; I don't think a President of the United States
is ever really free, and I believe Kennedy is at present
feeling the impact of this lack of freedom. I also believe
he now understands the extent to which he has been
misled, especially, for example, on Cuban reaction at
the time of the attempted Bay of Pigs invasion. I also
think he is a realist: he is now registering that it is im­
possible to simply wave a wand and cause us, and the
explosive situation throughout Latin America, to dis­
appear.

Why the Missiles Were Installed

"There is one point on which I want to give you new
information right away. I have refrained from doing
this until now; but today an attempt is being made to
frighten all mankind by propagating the idea that
Cuba, and in particular I, might provoke a nuclear war,
so I feel the world should know the true story of the
missile emplacement.

"Six months before these missiles were installed in
Cuba, we had received an accumulation of information
warning us that a new invasion or the island was being
prepared under sponsorship of the Central Intelligence
Agency, whose administrators were humiliated by the
Bay of Pigs disaster and by the spectacle of being
ridiculed in the eyes of the world and berated in US
government circles. We also knew that the Pentagon
was vesting the CIA preparations with the mantle of
its authority, but we had doubts as to the attitude of
the President. There were those among cur informants
who even thought it would suffice to alert the President
and give him cause for concern in order to arrest these
preparations. Then one day Khrushchev's son-in-law,
Adzhubei, came to pay us a visit before going on to
Washington at the invitation of Kennedy's associates.
Immediately upon arriving in Washington, Adzhubei
had been received by the American Chief Executive,
and their talk centered particularly on Cuba. A week
after this interview, we received in Havana a copy of
Adzhubei's report to Khrushchev. It was this report
which triggered the whole situation.

"What did Kennedy say to Adzhubei? Now listen to
this carefully, for it is very important: he had said that
the new situation in Cuba was intolerable for the Unit­
ed States, that the American government had decided
it would not tolerate it any longer; he had said that
peaceful coexistence was seriously compromised by the
fact that 'Soviet influences' in Cuba altered the balance
of strength, was destroying the equilibrium agreed 

upon and [at this point Castro emphasized his state­
ment by pronouncing each syllable separately] Ken­
nedy reminded the Russians that the United States
had not intervened in Hungary, which was obviously
a way of demanding Russian non-intervention in the
event of a possible invasion. To be sure, the actual word
'invasion' was not mentioned and Adzhubei, at the
time, lacking any background information, could not
draw the same conclusions as we did. But when we
communicated to Khrushchev all our previous informa­
tion, the Russians too began to interpret the Kennedy-
Adzhubei conversation as we saw it and they went to
the source of our information. By the end of a month,
the Russian and Cuban governments had reached the
definite conviction that an invasion might take place
from one moment to the next. This is the truth.

"What was to be done? How could we prevent the
invasion? We found that Khrushchev was concerned
about the same things that were worrying us. He asked
us what we wanted. We replied: do whatever is needed
to convince the United States that any attack on Cuba
is the same as an attack on the Soviet Union. And how
to realize this objective? All our thinking and discus­
sions revolved around this point. We thought of a
proclamation, an alliance, conventional military aid.
The Russians explained to us that their concern was
twofold: first, they wanted to save the Cuban revolu­
tion (in other words, their socialist honor in the eyes
of the world), and at the same time they wished to
avoid a world conflict. They reasoned that if conven­
tional military aid was the extent of their assistance,
the United States might not hesitate to instigate an
invasion, in which case Russia would retaliate and this
would inevitably touch off a world war."

At this point I interrupted to ask hew Cuba could
have been absolutely certain of Soviet intervention.
After all, I said, Stalin certainly "let down" Markos,
the Chief of the Greek Communist Resistance, because
such help would have conflicted with prevailing zones
of influence.

"I know," Castro replied, "but the two situations
cannot be compared." Then he continued:

"Russia was much too deeply committed to us. More­
over, since then we have had every proof of the im­
mense solidarity of the Soviet people and its leaders.
You can see for yourself how clearly this solidarity is
manifest here. Then there is something else, specifi­
cally apropos of Stalin. When I was in the USSR and
others, outside Russia, were reproaching Khrushchev
for taking a more conciliatory stand than Stalin-toward
the capitalists, Khrushchev confided to me several ex­
amples, which I will not repeat to you, illustrating the
prudence, even the abdication of Stalin. He told me-
and I believe him - that Stalin would never have em­
placed missiles in Cuba.
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"It is true that it was said then by other factions
that the real reason for installing the missiles was
because certain internal problems were driving the Rus­
sians to use us to provoke the United States. I am here
to tell you that the Russians didn't want and do not
today want war. One only need visit them on their
home territory, watch them at work, share their eco­
nomic concerns, admire their intense efforts to raise the
workers' standard of living, to understand right away
that they are far, very far, from any idea of provocation
or domination. However, Soviet Russia was confronted
by two alternatives: an absolutely inevitable war (be­
cause of their commitments and their position in the
socialist world), if the Cuban revolution was attacked;
or the risk of a war if the United States, refusing to
retreat before the missiles, would not give up the at­
tempt to destroy Cuba. They chose socialist solidarity
and the risk of war.

"Under these circumstances, how could we Cubans
have refused to share the risks taken to save us? It
was, in the final analysis, a question of honor, don't
you agree? Don't you believe that honor plays a role
in politics? You think we are romantics, don't you?
Perhaps we are. And why not? In any event, we are
militants. In a word, then, we agreed to the emplace­
ment of the missiles. And I might add here that for us
Cubans it didn't really make so much difference
whether we died by conventional bombing or a hydro­
gen bomb. Nevertheless, we were not gambling with
the peace of the world. The United States was the one
to jeopardize the peace of mankind by using the threat
of war to stifle revolutions.

"And so in June, 1962, my brother Raoul and Che
Guevara went to Moscow to discuss ways and means
of installing the missiles. The convoy arrived by sea in
three weeks. The United States was able to find out
that weapons were being shipped in, of course; but it
took them two months to discover that these weapons
were guided missiles. Two months ... in other words,
longer than we had calculated. Because, of course, we
were seeking intimidation, not aggression."

Alliance for Progress

The conversation now turned to the Alliance for Prog­
ress. "In a way," Castro said, "it was a good idea, it
marked progress of a sort. Even if it can be said that it
was overdue, timid, conceived on the spur of the
moment, under constraint... despite all that I am will­
ing to agree that the idea in itself constituted an effort
to adapt to the extraordinarily rapid course of events in
Latin America. Such as, for example, what we read in
the papers this morning - did you see the news? That
Argentina is nationalizing the oil industry? The Argen­
tine government! Do you realize what that means? This 

will cause more commotion on the New York stock
exchange than Castroism! The Catholic and military
conservatives of Argentina, the factions most closely
linked with American interests! There is talk of na­
tionalization of industries there, of agrarian reform
there... well and good! If the Alliance for Progress
provokes these developments, then it's not doing so
badly; all these things are consonant with the aspira­
tions of the people. I can look back to the days of
Eisenhower, or rather of Nixon, and recall the furore
which broke out when the United States and Cuba to­
gether decreed an agrarian reform which was to apply,
mark this well, only to landowners of over 200,000
hectares! Yes, 200,000! Yet the reaction of the trusts
was terrible at that time. Nowadays, in the other Latin
American countries, because the Communist banner is
used as a bogeyman, the reaction of the American
trusts is shrewder. They are going to choose strawmen,
so as to rule indirectly. But there will be difficulties.

"This is why Kennedy's good ideas aren't going to
yield any results. It is very easy to understand and at
this point he surely is aware of this because, as I told
you, he is a realist. For years and years American policy
— not the government, but the trusts and the Pentagon
- has supported the Latin American oligarchies. All the
prestige, the dollars, and the power was held by a class
which Kennedy himself has described in speaking of
Batista. Suddenly a President arrives on the scene who
tries to support the interests of another class (which
has no access to any of the levers of power) to give the
various Latin American countries the impression that
the United Sates no longer stands behind the dictators,
and so there is no more need to start Castro-type revo­
lutions. What happens then? The trusts see that their
interests are being a little compromised (just barely,
but still compromised); the Pentagon thinks the strate­
gic bases are in danger; the powerful oligarchies in all
the Latin American countries alert their American
friends; they sabotage the new policy; and in short,
Kennedy has everyone against him. The few liberal or
allegedly liberal presidents who were chosen as instru­
ments of the new policy are swept out of office, like
Bosch in Santo Domingo, or else they are transformed.
Betancourt, for example, was not a Batista; now’ he
has become one.

"In view of all these things, how can the American
government seriously believe that Cuban subversion is
at the root of explosions taking place all over the
South American continent? In Venezuela, for example,
are you familiar with the situation there? Do you think
the Venezuelans need us to understand what's going
on in their country? Do you think we don't have
enough problems of our own? Right now I ask only
one thing: Leave us in peace to better our country's
economic situation, to put our planning into effect, to 
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educate our young companeros. This doesn't mean we
do not feel solidarity toward nations that are struggling
and suffering, like the Venezuelan people. But it is up
to those nations to decide what they want, and if they
choose other regimes than ours,..this isn't our business."

"We Have Always Lived with Danger" .

I asked Fidel where is this all going to end? How will
the situation develop? Even if the United States uses
against you what you call the alibi of Communism, it
still remains true that you have chosen Conymunism,
that your economy and your security depend on the
Soviet Union, and that even if you have no ulterior mo­
tives in this association, still the United States considers
that you are part of an international strategy, that you
constitute a Soviet base in a world where peace depends
on mutual respect for a tacit division of zones of in­
fluence.

"I don't want to discuss our ties with the Soviet
Union," Fidel Castro cut me short. "I find this indecent.
We have none but feelings of fraternity and profound,
total gratitude toward the USSR. The Russians are
making extraordinary efforts on our behalf, efforts
which sometimes cost them dear. But we have our own
policies which are perhaps not always the same (we
have proved this!) as those of the USSR. I refuse to
dwell on this point, because asking me to say that I am
not a pawn on the Soviet chessboard is something like
asking a woman to shout aloud in the public square
that she is not a prostitute.

"If the United States sees the problem as you have
posed it, then you are right, there is no way out. But
who is the loser in the last analysis? They have tried
everything against us, everything, absolutely every­
thing, and we are still alive and getting better day by
day; we are still standing upright, and we plan to cele­
brate with greater festivities than usual, on January z,
1964, the fifth anniversary of the Cuban Revolution!
The United States' policy of isolating us economically
is less effective with each passing day; we are increas­
ing our trade with the rest of the world. Even with
Spain! We have just sold a shipment of 300,000 tons
of sugar to the Spaniards. Far from discouraging us,
the blockade is maintaining the revolutionary atmos­
phere we need to stiffen the country's backbone. Are we
in danger? We have always lived with danger. To say
nothing of the fact that you have no idea how many
friends one discovers in the world when one is perse­
cuted by the United States. No, truly,.for all these
reasons, we are not suppliants, we ask nothing. I'll
tell you something else: since the rupture and the
blockade, we have forgotten the United States. We feel
neither hatred nor resentment any more, we simply
don t think about the US. When I think of the problems 

which diplomatic relations with the United States
would pose! The Swiss Ambassador is representing the
US at present. I prefer to do business with him than
with 2.00 members of an Embassy among whom surely
some spies would be spotted.

"I have just talked to you as a Cuban revolutionary.
But I should also speak to you as a peace lover, and
from this viewpoint I believe the United States is too
important a country not to have an influence on world
peace. I cannot help hoping, therefore, that a leader
will come to the fore, in North America (why not Ken­
nedy, there are things in his favor!), who will be willing
to brave unpopularity, fight the trusts, tell the truth
and, most important, let the various nations act as
they see fit. I ask nothing: neither dollars, nor assist­
ance, nor diplomats, nor bankers, nor military men —
nothing but peace, and to be accepted as we are! We
are socialists, the United States is a capitalist nation,
the Latin American countries will choose what they
want. All the same, at a time when the United States
is selling wheat to the Russians, Canada is trading with
China, de Gaulle respects Ben Bella, why should it be
impossible to make the Americans understand that
socialism leads, not to hostility toward them, but to co­
existence? Why am I not Tito or Sekou Toure? Because
the- Russians have never done us any injury such as
the Yugoslavians and the Guineans have complained
of in the past, and because the Americans have never
given us any of the benefits for which these two nations
congratulate themselves today.

"As to this matter of fearing Soviet intentions in
Latin America through Cuba's subversive activities,
this is just attributing to others one's own desire to
dominate. You said yourself just a little while ago that
the Russians have had enough of their Cuban involve­
ment. Economically this is obvious. This is why, speak­
ing from a military viewpoint, it is better not to force
nations to turn to the Russians for help. Really, it
seems to me that a man like Kennedy is capable of
seeing that it is not in the United States' interest to
pursue a policy which can lead only to a stalemate..So
far as we are concerned, everything can be restored to
normalcy on the basis of mutual respect of sover­
eignty."

In conclusion, Fidel Castro said to me: "Since you
are going to see Kennedy again, be an emissary of
peace, despite everything. I want to make myself clear:
I don't want anything, I don't expect anything, and
as a revolutionary the present situation does not dis-
please me. But as a man and as a statesman, it is my
duty to indicate what the bases for understanding
could be."

All this was said two days before President Ken­
nedy's death.

CUSA: The Nev Republic and Jean Daniel
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Mr. Standard. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
Chairman Stokes. Because of the lateness of the hour, it will be

the plan of the committee to make the presentation tomorrow
morning of the interview with President Fidel Castro in Cuba. For
that reason I would like to make some other remarks at this time.

This committee made two trips to Cuba, one on March 30, which
extended from the 30th of March to the 4th of April. The second
trip was from August 24 to August 29. Prior to going to Cuba on
both occasions, it required a great deal of preparation and a great
deal of contact between this committee and the Cuban Interest
Section in the Cuban Government.

I want to acknowledge the presence here today at the witness
table of one of the gentlemen who was extremely helpful and
cooperative to this committee in terms of both of those trips, Senor
Ricardo Escartin, who is the Consul and the First Secretary of the
Cuban Interest Section. It was necessary for Mr. Escartin and
other members of the Cuban Interest Section to meet with me on
many occasions and also with Professor Blakey and members of
this staff. We spent a great deal of time and received a great deal
of cooperation from him on every occasion.

Also, in Cuba, Senor Senen Buergo, the American Department of
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, was extremely helpful and cooperative
with this committee.

I also want to acknowledge the presence here at the witness
table today of another gentleman who was extremely cooperative
with us, and that was Senor Felipe Villa, Captain of the Ministry
of the Interior, and during the course of both of our trips he
extended a great deal of cooperation and help and assistance to
this committee.

I would like also to mention two very talented and able Cuban
translators who were extremely helpful to us, Ms. Juanita Vera
Nellie and Ruiz de Sarade.

Others who gave cooperation and hospitality to this committee
were Dr. Mondo Torres Santrail, the Minister of Justice; Oscar
Fernandez Mel, the mayor of Havana; Jose Raimond Fernandez,
Minister of Education, all of whom were extremely helpful and
hospitable to us on our stay in Cuba.

In addition, we want to express our deep appreciation to Presi­
dent Fidel Castro. On the first trip we made to Cuba, President
Castro spent in excess of 4 hours being interviewed by the chair­
man of this committee and other members of the committee and
staff. The entire transcript will be put into the record at some
point tomorrow.

During that period of time, the President made it very clear that
it was the purpose of the Cuban Government to make it very clear
that their government had nothing to do whatsoever with this very
tragic occurrence in this country. It was the intent of their govern­
ment to do everything possible to cooperate and see that the Cuban
Government did everything in its power to clear up whatever it
could around a tragedy of this type.

So we are indeed grateful for the kind of cooperation that this
congressional committee has received, and we want to thank each
of you gentlemen for the assistance you have given us in this very
important matter.
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If there is nothing further at this time, I might also say that we
are once again indebted to the U.S. Marshall Service for the secu­
rity arrangements here around the distinguished witnesses who
have appeared here today.

We also would like to thank the interpreter from the State
Department, Mr. Hervas, for a very efficient job he has done here
today.

At this time the Chair will request that everyone remain seated
until our witnesses have departed from the hearing room. Thereaf­
ter, we will adjourn these hearings until 9 a.m. tomorrow morning.

Thank you, gentlemen. You are excused. .
[Whereupon, at 4:22 p.m., the committee recessed, to reconvene

at 9 a.m., Tuesday, September 19, 1978,] ,


