
8/5/95 1

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO THE SON

-1-

In those days, I was the one who came from Nazareth in

Galilee and was baptized by John in the River Jordan. And

Markh-i-s—said that when I was immersed by

the Baptist, so did the heavens open and I saw "a spirit

like a dove descending, and there came a voice from Heaven

'/Ysaying, 'Thou art My beloved Son in whom I am'well pleased."'

1 7 . Mark also Hui-Q-' 1 'JftH^limmediately the Spirit

driveth Him into the wilderness, and He was there in the

wilderness forty days, tempted of Satan; and was with the

wild beasts; and the angels min^istered unto him."

While net untrue,—the-t. ir^.an acorn of the-truth^wherp

-sCErtoSsid'S Tts~oak^ I would not say that Mark brought false

message,, ho more, than I would Y.nma,k-^Ll-L-of nn -m-nm u M Mor _
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describe me as gentle

only relate What old men told

such gospel is to be leaned upon no

wwaAd. J deride those who—wrote,
Z-A_4e n{s‘&

. z_i U<^ri uu1 iiuut-.ni-.rt/ *>**-

leave errors in recounting my days®

when I was wroth»,Z
pa

them Zwera my ggyi nr

aod-Jotm-. Sfa
^ftd-/^any were

more than a bush that is separated from its roots and blows

across a

So

There]

field. Boing. the Son of Marr;—I can apeak for

more concerning my journeys than-othacp-^feave—boon-abla to^A
i.

■^eyg»l. Mark, Matthew, Luke, John and all Zzriters of gospel 

were laboring to build the spirit of their churche^j end some

spoke £otsfee&e Jews who believed in me after my death/
. Asome opofc to Gentiles who hated Jews yet believed in me, rShd 

sdi(my words^Jjive no pause. Tfcy

regard for what has already been told, yet will I explain

I will give my gospel. If there are some who would
KM y

ask how the’words £=sp*ak were written, I would answer: Look

each, seeking to give strength to his own community, lost
A

upon all that is here as no more than a small miracle^

, , my gospel, like all others, zis an accountjjf miracles.
t'H'l

L'cleitu-d Ai'iLli



Wf~ ■ tJtfl&rif' $Ct mQp^ ^4
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In my early years,

carpenter,

:rike;e the head of an axe

upon a wedge until the -wedge would, divide the trunk along its
-JU

continued until

fan apprentice to Joseph the

I can cuy- thatejthe work U'i Hill rl !•"* heaviest

splitting a log. -We would

again, and solength, whereupon we split ;

many rough planks were hewn. And it took a master carpenter

to guide the placement of the wedge.

Once our boards were shaped by dint o-f much trimming^

then could we obtain a communion with the wood.
to a>

For never did I forget that the first tree in the Garden gnaw

apples with knowledge of good and evil; often it seemed to me

that much good and evil was still in the temper of the wood.

One had to respect the will therein. A fine piece labored

upon for days could betray the tool at the smallest mistake,
-{Ct

and sometimes, onelq__pat»oe might split in treachery for no

mistake at all, but rather out of knowledge of good and evil

(and much desire to do the latter). But then an evil man
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could not pass by a fine tree without saddening its leaves.

say that some wood was near to a

Therefriend and would serve

was wisdom to be found

to feel at doing

know not how else to say it, but then my family wage Essene:

the strictest in observance and did not believe in

various description as did the Romans; therefore

meet to speak of the spirit in the wood.

Besides I was taught to be as devout as my father on

earth, Joseph the carpenter, who wore white robes when not at

such work, and did it for many years.

in proper treatment df'.ywd and I used

did not\speak (often^ on such matters. Of all Jews/were/we

^oenoupi-ooenoe of spirit between the wood and one's hand. I

peace

The scent of a good chest properly shaped offered

can I also

not

with travail

when God said to make a child.

>e a sect who h n ri tir make converts or wa^aust soon die

labor, and washed such robes

when our wells became low^ but ^frhan^ 'the aim of

was to live in much cleanliness. Therefore would
UXJS ___

wrvu-ia seldom marry, or, if with wife, wfijildzTie with her onl

often

each Essene
es>w2.

out^ and fui ueilmni, "tf—t-ho--beyd-d-id~not> ■opoeria,—eh-i-ldron.
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Wirp not »wwt-hnnminrr annnn ^n~C

God did not wish uswere not to be

to spend warriors for thehours We were

a warrior wasso we were told^ from childhood*Lord, or

I, being so raised, was inotrucjfeed to believe that women

approachedfwa

on such

not to know a woman (since such knowledge would weaken him,)
ux* this £ne~£iould/rely even if at war for thirty years.
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Now in the time of which I write, so was I still a

carpenter at the age of thirty and had passed through my

apprenticeship under Joseph for twice seven years and was now
a masterybtrf^Lf it be asked whether in my youth, other

apprentices had jealousy of me because they looked upon

Joseph as my father, I would answer that he served God best

by treating all of his workers with as much respecty as ffiios'e?/A J
rVoods he fashioned for cabinets. Never was I his favorite in

O
tij^se years, but on certain days, when I would be most

scrupulous in my work among the young men of our shop, Joseph

would nod and say, "Thou wouldst make a good carpenter if

that had been intended." And who could say why he spoke in

such odd manner? His head was turned to the side, as though

to press his lips upon a secret that turned like a wild

creature in his bosom even if it were not wholly a secret. I

had been told the true story of my birth from the time I was 

twelve, in which year it was Joseph who bank imparted it to me
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on our return from a visit to the Great Temple in Jerusalem.

But now he was old, and his memory had grown weai

Nor had I been able to pendo* for Long upon what I

t-rrld when twelve. Soon after that trial came with a

great fever apd all that Joseph had .t«i.d/ine buuuim- uui'iuuo

l-4J«e ( a '"dream ^ona doos not 'remember—but—knows-,—yet dmwa nnf j

/•know. Only when I was thirty and mourning Joseph's death did

I recall all of his words. And indeed did I then find the

need to visit John the Baptist, of which visit there is more

to say but on-ly in its place.

Oyiiing ef those years from the age of twelve until I

was thirty, mayhap it was not the fever that made me forget

what Joseph had said so much as £h^t I had little desire to

End fcnfrH tannnrWH'Trrinnodadi t.hokbowunnrinr> i fnTmhadifiet ,
■&> a

■<Arn<wn-^ha4^f rjii .^n | iinrl(^all of it was imparted to me on our

return to Nazareth from the Great Temple. In those years, it

was the custom of my family to journey to Jerusalem in the

week before Passover,

hcCS^erf other Essenes

and this we would do in company with a

from Nazareth, rich and poor together, 

all wearing our white garb to show dedication to our 
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observances of the law. And given ,'tha sign r>fi our numbers, 

we did not fear brigands on the road; we were many. It was a

journey of three days on foot from dawn to dark traversing 

the hills and valleys between Nazareth in Galilee and

Jerusalem in Judea; my parents went to this Feast of the

Passover in Jerusalem every year until I was twelve, and then

they went no more. -

For, on that last^

Nazareth from JeiUoUTtJiu, J: was not with them. Nor can I

explain, but ■♦illl TliiJrL.'Tt'iy behind in the Great Temple.

Since the other children from Nazareth were ;in u group und-
— I / ~~K

walking together, my parents did not notice— Nor—di, d my 

iyear. when they turned to go back to

mother take knowledge of my absence until half a day was lost 

on the road back.

When they searched for me among kinfolk and neighbors,

then were Joseph and Mary full of disturbance,and on the read-

^SSeek to Jerusalem raid Ithew not find me until coming

upon my presence in the Tempi, i TTT I 11 I was sitting in the

midst of priests and doctors, Pharisees and scribes, and was

asking »f- them;many questions (which was, perhaps, permitted
• —■—

by my garb as an Essene). And to the astonishment of my 
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parents, so was I behaving as if much learned.
cs^re^y

'There war J nng di nnttsoion in such-daya/whether the Word ■"

had been with God from the commencement. Indeed, all can
<j<s> fs

remember how in the gospel of John Lter^seZsaid with-his first

sentence: "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was-Ta +e‘£> cf-e"‘
with God, and the Word was God." But that^ywrr ^hen I was

twelve, there was dispute among the priests of the Temple:

Was the Word present ida the beginning?

For as they would discuss the matter: Had it been the

Word of God which created our flesh?or was our flesh made by

God with no Word even as He had created the flesh of animals?

I listened to noted doctors /in the Tern 

spoke of how in the beginning the Word must’ havo laoerr/uttered

to form our flesl^ otherwise, we shautd be no botte&. than the

■any reasonanimals.
&

if SXUrhalrfATP -se-?—thr 

nnt.^/'rai.-w-s.lavps Like fcftaa..beasts—i-n~a—f-loe-k-and" teh'gw 

Word-jnada-aaur^--f-l'es'h?-.-..Bdl.sK»&<kd;he:"py.ies-ts,

nrnT^rmo-BVffh ■ clavtpg aff meat? .How act thP

It was the I began to speak. According to Joseph and

Mary, who ha efitered the chamber by Liiww, sayings -as

de by me-;—ml/ coming from the mouth of a twelve-year-
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the Lord must have—baen speaking through me.

old, were as a miracle^ SineeT am without giacfflllsGfc.i nn n£,

And £ul LheTiiJjL Li-mub . /
lx) M->A

Indeed, in later years, a&feer I had begun to minister^to f

others, my mother would claim tfesfe- my words were so holy then 

/
she could not

voice no more

give shape to such pronouncements with her

than she could pgomia 1 atwl the name of

own

the

Lord. But as it was told to me by Joseph, I did say to the 

before the Word was

the dawn, the breath

all know, on the

coldest day of winter, or on arising in 

assembled priests and.doctors that even

flesh, so did live in water. For as 

of a man is like unto a cloud, and in a cloud is moisture as-

yo Vnnr.T When a nlmirl. trurhea m lip'rivi a -h-j-Hr:
/1 A-e. K

So is our breath ewtrsdSEsteo a small sea, and i*-ji upon
C-&- </\

this sea -tfeat the vessel of the Word c^a be borne. Therefore 

q preach the gospel, so did I also know by

he Word was J I had never

obtained knowledge of a woman, still had that to

is the Word one with God inasmuch as all the waters are His.

Even as all the rivers go down to the great sea.

And~when I was older, and no~!dnger' a -carpenter—and" had

For ifLesh.

/Left Naza



but stily did I tell the august elders that the Word

that the faces of these priests, Pharisees, and scribes

was in the mist istaafc came from our mouths, and that was 

enough wisdom/to astonish them!

whisper "I love you" into the ear of another was

desire for the creation of

■ifCUTTi onid not enter ■when I wasOf cour

engraved forever upon her heart.

at this juncture on

the true story of my birth.^or at -l^act cugh vai-appi-opi iate-

^of bi-i-yaiids) , that to gird our safe passage, he uniat tell me



-4-

Yet for me to understand what he imparted was not 

■iiy eighteen years

as each word had been when I was young, 

simple, nor could it have been easy for Joseph to relate the

true story of my conception and my birth. Yot—. did kei., and-

hie -wordo canto /Sack to me

later—after he -died and I was praying beside his body. Clear 

so did I lose

was thirty that I

tozJoseph-and t’hemulutev

to me: :he Lord is with

my fevej^ and thereby )wa;

remembered it all and knew again but as

itJ not until I

’illail,-1 bhuu^iiut1

TUnry 7 rim then ° virgin and Gabriel said to her
n> <2 t \.

words are- as Mary/told

for the first time p

whose son was I, and knew this to a certainty.

the year before I was born, h?d boonvalrgady

- ^espoused to my mother,-ftary ."tt ^*t in that^time^ hadj^ the angeL
Gabriel oeme down to Galile^and entered the bedchamber .of"

thee. Blessed art thou among women." Yet my mother was not 

only a virgin, but in such virginity much fortified by her
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mother, also an Essene. Here, notwithstanding, was the angel

Gabriel, dressed in white, present bcfegehor and as handsome

as his own radiance. The white of his garments was like the

light of the moon; she could see clearly how Gabriel was an

angel. Still, did she wonder what manner of salutation was

this.

And felt weak before Gabriel as if her virtue were
-/Q

already in flux; lilj hnr walls of/determination were .

crumbling* UJte- oimd-. ft was then that this ^ncjel, so near fin

said, "Fear not, Mary, for thou hast found favor with God.

Behold, thou shajt conceive in thy womb and bring forth a

son, and shalt call his name Jesus. He shall be great and

shall be called the Son of the Highest, and the Lord God

shall give to him the throne of his father David and he shall

reign over the house of Jacob forever and of his kingdom

there shall be no end."

Those are the words that are told in the gospel of Luke

who believed they Jiad been uttered from the mouth of the

1 truth

although, according to my mother, the angel said less and she



knew more.

bid she[still |say to Gabriel,

such desires?1'

"Shall this come to be, seeing'as I know naught of man nor of

Yet, in all her.weakness

shall be with thee and the power of the Hiahest shall

overshadow thee. Therefore fhat «holy=fch±ng born of thee

shall be called the Son of God^ with Him, nothing1 is

impascab1st

My mother know ?'Pphi l/jint r-hn ^on'ld fnll mmy

befor-e—him,—but_»she- unly replied, "Be it according to thy

word." And in such an instant, even as the angel arose and

departed, so did my mother know that much had happened and

she had oonoe-ivod andjwas with child. For she breathed of an

air sweeter than any garden, and it was not like other breath.

had ■bakem

On the consequence,
4?^

came the persoa^es^of a ifoman who is.

pregnaet, and unruliness visited her^ bn novi- T.myVii, and

small illness upon small illness; it was forty days

she had been visited by the angel that she toldfrom the time

Joseph of how
------ ---- ---- - ------ -------- -------

Now, Joseph may have ba on a nwrew man's but he had much
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nu uuch ne.ud~,was'

of the Lor

©avi<, take Mary as

by the Holy Ghost and so will bring forthvisitedman but was

your wife. For she has conceived by no

to—haveneighbors pointing at her. So he made plans to hide

he* 'away with his relativesanother town. Yet ir nt

■dreant^eamo an angel

- i n -th p

to Josep

a son who will save our people

And Joseph awoke from

from their sins."

sleep with the- conviction that

they must be wed forthwith and he took Mary as his wife and 

was scrupulous^ He knew her not, nor did he desire to know

her until she brought forth her firstborn who is myself. And

they called me Jesus, which in Nazareth, by our rough

dialect, is Yeshua, and as Yeshua wa<r I aaXXed until the age

of thirty when I went to visit John the Baptist and was

blessed by him and woul'd spa-rid forty days on a mountain in

the wilderness, at the end of which was one day of discourse

with the Devi]^~fhen^did I come down from such a mountain to

go forth among others with my gospel. But of all that is 

there much to come.
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begat Aminadab who begat Naason who was father to Salmon who 

Jacob, who begat Judas, and from Judas came Pha-res, who was

the ■baa of Esromg ^om the loins of Esrom came Aram who 

brought forth Bo-oz whose son was ObecJ^and his son was Jesse

who begat David the king from whom, after a score of

I
/.jI'1

generations and more, would come Joseph my father on earth.

And thorol

to King Solomoi

Asa. And—se—^id—thp an r p s-t-ipy-^-f—Je-s-eph^cnte^down~-&iP€>m~A&a^.to »i
’/jjt » pi l PULI" jjt'l&l !ii;!!,■*»
Jw^apiiai—to—Jcrram~'tcr*Oz-ias^--4;o-^ Joa.tham.-./teO' • Aoha-z^-te—■Ez.ak-i-a-s--whe—> 

King David was father

Abia who

were manyj^eneration^

i who begat Roboam who

in hi,p turn. hngM- WrlHTTPHP.M Him licwat -Amni^fand from Amnn

Josias^father of Jechonias^ in that time when the Jews lost a

great war and were carried away Yet

did Joseph's ancestry continue from Jechonias to Salathiel to
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Zorobabel tctAbiud fr-P Fliakim tn -fl-pcir nnH rrrrm As-.rir >.n Omiog

•feo Aehjm tn Fli»d who begat Eleazar who begat Matthan who

generations had come back to Israel

begat Joseph the husband of Mary and my father on earth/ /Ind

from Babylon/ andY-jjadaair—so—es-trird—tierseph—have-been-ab-Le^tc

□how- that Arbraha-m.—nie oldest—ancestor^ came from Adam^, bute- 

measaawetfffn sufficient that he was a descendant of the house of

David.

Thereby did he wish that I be born in Bethlehem fwl' Lhuf

is the city of King David. And so proud was Mary of this

me heavy

that her first child be born wheredown to Bethlehem

ancestry of Joseph that^she-

in her wdmb^aU thfee“days’^south from Nazareth in Galilee

-travel with

Joseph had been born, as had been David. And this is the

truth of why we travelled, and not as io—enplairved- in ■ Luke
u-*?/" -J Q '

who—&a4dTT:hat eii rtfewil wo-pe to. be taxed by edict of Caesar
\ . 7

Augustus in the city of them birth. , That would have caused
uofc-re. year >j4 ne

much- d-iaruption e.v.&g-y.-yoar,—a-nd (the '■Rdmaris“had“ho~L'ikTng

amah in the territories of Samaria and Galilee and Jude'at Se»n'J
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it is true that X was born in Bethlehem and

delivered by the light of a candle, a^d wrappad .in •nWaddAing

-fiiathas. So was it also true that my mother gave birth in a

manger because, as all know by now (even should they know

naught else) there was no room at the inn.

I cannot say if that is why the smell of hay and gentle

animals brings ata peace^ love rises into my hand from the

hide of such beasts, and I offer what is warm in me for

return. Later when I obtained the power to bless, I often

put such gifts of the spirit upon barns and mangers. But

then, who has more need for favors from the Lord than the
' /•■■ n m r ii 1,1---- tA-rj---- <5

husbandman as—tea 1 ahors^t-p-prrutj'dn food tn bi0 family jjttJ .

jri 1 t

That WBUld-'laig. the story of my birth and not the

plenitude of tales told by my disciples who brought forth a

host of angels to surround the hour. AAct/kp more is true

than that a few shepherds were keeping guard over their
"Hi‘5 . txX

flocks feteat night m the fields surrounding the mungor and

they did wander in upon my iiiiitdru... itra^-.era-i i-cr„n

soon after I was born. My mother would assert/^j

it]i.mh. ragfca i nt.y. (that the moonlight on that eve /more
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<5

the fields to tell thespeak of an angel who hwctxsaae into

nights x/in later years,/she(would

lore, but

shepherds: "I bring you tidings of

—tefteh Luke was/allied with Paul in founding many churches to

great joy for unto you

this day is born Christ the Messiah of the Lord." &Q

worship my name t-hrniighi iiTf illia world, _and all this done long

after I was

matters, and fixer nfry diirdwhe ■declaro;---- "with t.bn nngrl—ffT

h^avtnly'.1..1.1 "■ L pi ■ri-rrirny^rs'fii -nn'i u^yirr.yyj

>-Glory. to—cod ■ in -the- -h-ighpgt-^-ndr-o^~ ea-r-feh-/—peaecygood ,wil3r 

'w~towa’i?d~<nenT-'*~RTid'~trak-e™^ven would have had it that the
TP <=?

shepherds made my birth known throughout the '.:orldr with

this^muafe I seek difference. My years were quiet when I was

a boy.

m

that Herod,

For it is true

Joseph ^learned lift' a-dr-eam-en the it

Io k'u? Wh

It may be that the shepherds hearkened to the radi=mo^

of the moon^otrbs-rde- tho mangor

King of Israel, spoke to his chief priests and to his scribes

of how word-ef__a most holy birth wa«—weyywhare fand'

—ito Ji
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Harod not only hear nf

rial i va-rprj in mny mpngjir-r girding the hills of 

roiu ~ffiShy~Trta-cgs^—Indeed, did" King

ii-th in Bethl ehem hu-b-.o-g—ehrrldrvrr

ending upon hi^-

much did this vex Herod and put him at great determination to
■' . _ . JXz'

■h’;d'F_£ _ .nhT,"4-'~ &£ this babe wiwe might be a future
U.rf U i. fa? "/C* i

king. Herod^e*en made study of the scrolls^a®d=araw* that the—

prophrefee-dwcet-^pekan—at-such _matt.er.s ‘<tKrk? n,g^.n.Ll fiww'WM -Uwrtft Lrrrfc:
WAof»' Judain —dl£ey (oiit of thee, Bethlehem, shall come a governor 

that shall rule my people, Israel.



8/5/95 22

-6-

In that year mf my hiimtih

noble prove hiscould any

him

thereby a

by many,, including all most devout among us, and he put graven 

images of the Roman eagle on the gates of our Great Temple in

Jerusalem even if such is forbidden by the Commandments.

Few were the Jews who did not know of ptehe-argay

Mariamne, his most h-lovc-V i_Tirh -.mr Ilmrocl 

Moreover/did Herod have a life full of uncleanness_ and fou4r

Yet, the-('Hebrew;

Idumean from south of Judea and

took to himself ten wives. Nor

not. For

his deeds. And none was more ugly than the execution of his

>agan by heartf aftd- Caesar had made him emperor of all Jews

he was also an

Jew fin name tew

•wers more brave than others; all agreed he was the greatest

warrior in Israel, and he hud a multTirlici-tey^ef lusts: He

a declaration from Rome. ./this reason/was Herod hated 

4
-When young, he had been mighty. in ralmwn, and hundoemo,
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afflicted with suspicion and could not trust her fidelity; so

did he become convinced that she would destroy him by

treachery. Whereupon, he had Wiia rha 1 Mariamne struck 

down. Afterwards, he mourned her and by so much, that he

gave large favors to tJ»e two sons ho 'had with her, a»d each 

ha had'slain their

Whereupon was it said by the Emperor and beheaded.

of these two sons now sought to murder their father even air

mother. Ihey/plotted, 4ere discovered

Augustus in Rome: "Better to be Herod's swine than his son."

And that^as much repeated among us.

Al jo did I learn from Joseph that as Herod grew older,

so did he lose more of his reason until the greatest of his

fears was that this babe, born in a manger, would replace , ,
Ik

him. Thereby, even as he was sick and close to dying^ -®^,z"dTd

he call wise men into council and inquire of them on which 

night these shepherds had seen the moon become so bright, and

Herod

or at

sent three of his wise men to Bqthlehem, and told them,
o'rj Lf

sa4d' in /Matthew: "qp and -Sear chleast so

diligently for the young child and when you have found him,
74^

bring me word that I may come and worship him as well." &*t-
'-/^e £4 -4-k y Zesav <? ~~~

which word -the wise men lefrt fanom the Great Temple for their
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in the

and

came

Joseph

with gifts ofchests

and worshipped me. So

they wifehfthe star until in-a f ow-hpwr-r these wise men
(tn/

to manger near Bethlehem and fell down b^: or.^Ma^ry| and
t~^s) tol^"”~Krid~they opened

gold and frankincense and myrhh—which

short journey^ And on the first nighty thmy w a star

east ;riiiah passed above them and moved to the south

is not true, and all should know^ for if-there had been m/iny-

prpgpnt^ Joseph and Mary would have spoken of such (in the

years that followed. But indeed they pi-esented (S^gift 6f

greater value inasmuch as men gave warning to
11 \X

Joseph that he should not gm betok to any land governed by

Herod. Indeed, these wise men did not return eiLhu-rg—but 1

departed to far-off countries in the hour after recognizing

my birth.

myself away from Bethlehem and traveled all the-

into Egypt and lived there until the death of Heroi

that engtred before another year was spent.

who are in terror of

Nor did Joseph wait until morning butrtook Mary and

Yet did Herod e^act vengea
/ < <' '/d'a At

^'e^ces^of“’itradhes^~p~etfiiT,iar~^o^t

their evil acts and so seek- to bury them with more vile



prophet Jeremiah were fulfilled:the words of the

weeping and mourning, and Rachel was weeping"Lamentation and

and would not be comforted because they werefor her children

not. "

So /it

an { ■ "Arise-x-^and.-t-ake—th-is*.young- eh-i-lc^.

into Lhe land dt Israel, fo king wb<~> pgpgbt thil

id when I wao-told thio -story

been much

Joseph died as I 4wuineil h'that! f ollowo^p-f-err in the year that

Jay hio—r-'Hn <ind remembered all that

..yoangy I— ooujjd^’i.iiuiiidui ~ti l_ the powers

he had told ^i'p T.,hnn T TT3C-

I had demonstrated before

-aa'id -te—kui

the priests of the Great Templ^idqytty,,LWH»PCTr~ybw«-, and I
AtfxtP U4.UC.Z gyi’-f

wondered .t-F- th nt m—i^Ka~d come to~me "from the spirits of

these many children who died in my place. And I knew

Jerusalem77so must T have
' P' && i

the children of Bethlehem and n-l.T-g-n-mont-^t j. And mourning

village in the hills which is Nazareth.,.../^

to slay all ahildron orn in e~!!days of my own birth. And

deed^ jand Hero,

from

the Lord -came •
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that they had left me with a debtS«r I must now be faithful

to the great gifts they had given back to the Lord by such

early death.
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w nn-hn f-ha timt) ]j ym

'/Ci lljq5y : —
^Tlke others and Joseph^wfes,—in nil ways hnl ..... ■—ivim my

sf nthmu, had become such a devout man that he spent much time

|mv life from-yiil

Pui iii,,tturLum»teh-)we had a

Now

and often studied from the scrolls

id hn Tirmt^-dzifead in the

thajt} our own wimple speech. So was I a-l^o sent to school in

in our small
(in __

tcuabe /found’ in sucK~a modest placgj^
.language of the onerent Israelites whieh is more elevated

the laws come down to us from MosesYLhas'SCUch as "each

and

gave issue over a thousand years to another ten hundred

by the year of my birtl îwas a

diet and sacrifice on the altai^) and

of the Pentateuch which are Genesis

commandments^had given birth to another ten

the house of prayer, and by he age of four, I knew of

concerning prayer and
zaJ-sa

we knew the five books
4

Exodus, Leviticus,

hundred eC.

compendium most immense

the law of the Jews

Numbers and the book of Deuteronomy.
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So did I also study the prophecies of Elijah, and

Elisha and Ezekiel and Isaiah and much <*f wliutr-had "Hist been

iwt i LLer) in our/scrolls was remembered by those who passed on

‘"tire—werd/from great-grandfather to great-grandchild. Thereby 

had I not been wholly unprepared to talk to the priests of

the Great Temple in Jerusalem, being full of the spirit of

the miracles wrought by Elijah and Elisha^aftd—uaiiild iciplain •

to Joseph on our trip back to when bo .Iti-H-sb ■.

an jay opinion., that the Lord could not be pleased with the 

people of Israel since He had granted of late no miracles

fitting to our needs. Joseph had replied: "Now iS-Tht tinirr

nf_tb^ Romir - under r ynk'~‘, nno^P^T^y the

Lord for our sins."

■bring—miracles to £rive off all Romans.'

jh the circumstances of

nr

measure.

rnmp-.tn 1 i stp-n beggre I-Was „dgnp-. Joseph's spirit uae full of 

■“When pome: 'the Messiah?" he asked of me.

If Joseph treated me
"1 h

treat as worthy of respec
-J)*J? u.^l» < ’Z

birtly jMt^TintTT~th‘e'“day"iah®t I spoke aloud in the Temple

he. hud ■ iHJt -seen- me as more than ordinary by other
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joy pm niir-rpt-Hrn and this despite all danger each night of

encountering brigands. So he said to me with light in his

eye, "You^ who know more than any, tell of when we will see

the Messiah." . ,

"That can only be," I •4*ui^/z"when God believes that a

has arrived in which to change the hearts of men."

"Dut/^re not all powers possible for the Almighty?"

asked Joseph.

To which I replied: "All but a power to change the

hearts of men."

"So do you speak," he said, "but you do not know." And

by his tone did he<Eell me that I must now be silent for fear

of giving large displeasure to the Lord.

But to myself^ I said, "I will try to change the hearts

of men." A .gg.eat peace full of sweetness came upon me then

as if an angel had heard what I did not say aloud uniJ Mill 1
----- --—'ul “* f 

hrnnght. -bionnf 1 rmr frrnn -bHaJr. il» ■ ■ ■fT.or

When we j»rnr> ±nelc to Nazareth,, I heret idreamo whoro

cpnba tn in IIi rriwrrflgr)2;’',4~ , -

I knew not what.to believe, and could not see myself

as son/ In'my Heart I could understand no reason why tiac
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so

Losd—.!®g>ked-

-si

■Lnr-d would choose a woman from a simple family when it was 

Joseph, not Mary, who could speak of so -many anoestoib track

±tto- David the—K-ing.— Vcb'fvom sostillo J! lldd L'UJU

hq.rlots/ev€fli ~ rlirl Hi'-- ei;' ua wh,

t'/^t'.'ease-'-w-ith-‘-t-he,iJa&Kdi7-»e^eTF-i-f-^He’"had~'<

-----Hjennecinnlw«iliT'’l ]i|Q

rhnivso ?. e'--TnYni?r*.-P2y-'r‘ri livajygplffn^—note-bjr- any way, was I

■at easey~baing(not only in awe of His majesty but in fear of

mat1 lhu

His wrath.

3ul1i_jrr 11 li ill unrt I thought of the days of the

flood, as recounted in 4>he scrolls, when "God saw that the

wickedness of man was great upon the earth and the Lord evenj

repented that He had—made—man—»—x—-.■■-a nd—the—Lord- avan/said,

'I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the

earth, both man and beast and the creeping things.'"

And ttoen (I also thought of the great cry that arose out

of every house in Egypt on the night when the Lord slew all

the firstborn, from the firstborn of Pharoah even to the

firstborn of the poorest Egyptian. There was not an Egyptian

house where there was not one dead. And I repeated His 
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words: "I, the Lord, thy God, am a jealous God visiting the

iniquity of the fathers upon the children and to the third

and fourth generation of them that hate M^j!1 and 1 knew the

Lord even thought of wreaking such destruction upon His own

people. And I remembered how the Lord had said to Moses,

"Behold, these people will rise up and go a-whoring after the

^ods of strangers, and will forsake Me and break My covenant

and then shall My anger be kindled against them." So did He

also speak of the limitless fire that would ■be

Hi =_ until it "shall burn unto the lowest hell and shall

consume the earth with her increase and shall set afire the

foundations of the mountains. They shall be burnt with

hunger and devoured with burning heat and with bitter

destruction. I shall destroy both the young man and the

virgin, the suckling also and the man with gray hair. Indeed

would I scatter them into all corners were it not that I

feared the wrath of the enemy, -

And that oooaoianad—gr^e-at ^confusion in me. I wondered

how large could such an enemy be ..Mac T no 1OHder— kfKwiag-

mfttsion-, tb-inking <~*f nil in th:
I --- ~
,e was a Lord immense beyond measure. Yet /did He
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y X
see Himself in .contest among other jGods\ . „ IL

I do not know if T. »Wilt His wrath having such
-7zic ^.ax

thoughts in my dream but that was ^7hen~T5he great fever game

upon me and I was ill near unto death in my twelfth year and
on into my thirteenth year was I weak, j^nd all this after our

l>>7 uA^h/
journey home from Jerusalem. So it j^ws .'that I forget-■a-lmost

-all which Joseph had imparted to me concerning my conception 

and jay birth.

And when I recovered from fever, so was I again like

other children although now a young man for I was a day more

than thirteen. I began work as an apprentice in the shop

where Joseph was master carpenter and learne-d-much from him-

and spent seven years as a simple apprentice and then seven

again as a full apprentice until I could say that I was a

young master of carpentry.

And the first seven years were spent acquiring the

wisdom of how to make mud-bricks and build framing for roofs

and doors and windows. Also did I learn to build beds and 

of—another. so

the capital of

tables, stools and cabinets, boxes of all size, and plows and

yokes for oxen. -By my second apprAntirpchipCgf mother coven

■ypars jdxd- I worlj^ih Sepphoris ywhioh^wasy the capital of
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Galilee and an hour's walk from Nazarethf ^»d (there did I

finish my education as a young master by learning to work

upon fine houses with walls of stone and furniture to be

fashioned of the finest kind, and Joseph taught me much for

he knew many arts.

Here, too, lived Herod Antipas, the son of Herod, and ,

Herod Antipas was now \ingyf"" when I wenil'd see Tfim“pass in

procession, hardly did I know why my heart raced like a steed

who gallops away from an evil spirit on his path. Yet so did
kt ■ uje.cXf-'

my heart ss»ee whenever I peooed by the palace of Herod
I >7

Antipas my w^y -t-n work. Nor did Joseph ever speak of this

son of Herod; rather did Joseph keep his eyes on his labor,

and observe the Sabbath, and the laws of diet and of daily

ablution. And much did my family meditate on

—whgchijjasgneB wwt'alwayo .ginn For by our

cleanliness did we/aiso war against the evil spirit of Satan

who 'weul-d ^end the heart of Israel and scatter our people

purity^t®-

among his demons.
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-8-

Joseph used to say: "Where wood is joined to wood by a 

carpenter who loves the subtlety of the joint, so will one
board jof wr»&ei»jcleave to another^as in a marriage that is

blessed. But planks joined by nails l*u_jL»to fall apart even

as a nail rusts or a marriage is corroded by adultery."

Thereby was I never given tools wo are made of iron

until after I had served my seven

years with tools of bronze.

known to carpenters in other labor

lands

would

their

and ancient times: he would tell of how Egyptians

fashion small chests of great loveliness

earliest days they had /better

first jappre-irteiocohip of

Joseph spoke to me always of

trials /ji.

for wood than

acacia and sycamore, or fig and tamarisk,' alli-toeo fibrous and

knotty, and were to finish all surfaces with

plaster, or paint and gold leaf. It was only later, after 

trade with Lebanon had commenced for cedar, cypress, juniper,

pine and yew as well as ebony from Punt, that these Egyptians 
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could make their fine^g?chests, but by then they knew to use 

ivory for fc'.'rn? inlay and could excise all knots in inferior
' • 0 &wood, and cover such defects with veneer tts-tng- many small

chips f-w a mavqwotHny So the deeds of Egypians in
’ oci^>

carpentry, avon .when limited bronze tools, wejsa more 

beautiful than our own despite the softness of their chisels^

andi-adcec. Even to make a round hole in wood required much

care then, nor were their bow drills the equal of the brace
, 4

WriT madid a£ ■liunry Still, the

Egyptians had been masters in the art of joints and knew 

drill Joseph would

shoulder mitres and dovetail mitres, and the use of hard wood 

for dowels.

Now, in our work, we had iron and it took much

apprenticeship to work with -sueh- metal wn ul lr'began with
great fear. Pssenes knew of the fourth beast irjthe visions

of Daniel1 arid »iraw his teeth were of iron and terrible in

their strength.

Nonetheless did we learn to work with tools of such

metal and indeed the use of lead to work tohe iron into steel

was known to us. In Sepphoris we would see swords that came
/2Z>

from smelters -so. far away as Damascus where men knew how to
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$ncL~
shape and sharpen steel into cutlery and fine weapon^^-but—

then-, steel was more costly than gold.

In Sepphoris, we had many woods with which to work:

maple, beech, oak, yew, fir, lime, and cedar, and I recall

how I learned to look upon oak, whose wood was hard, as

framing for a door, and upon maple which was supple for beds,

and cedar that was sweet-smelling for chests. Sycamore, 

holly, lime and boxwood did I also use for turning legs of

chairs; and for tool handles did we look to the wood of wild

olive, excellent in its hardness, as was elm or ash. And

citron wood was equal to steel,/in being more expensive than 

gold, and was used only for the fine veneers of chests, as

were also employed terebinth and palm, the alder root and the

wood from a holly tree.

I had friends in other shops in Sepphoris who were 

learning to plate fine objects in gold and silver or to use

horn and ivory for inlay, and some of us even spoke of 

T^asaph, I observed numerous practices of purity, (.nvnn to

travelling to Rome so that we might apprentice our skills to

great masters. But such only the ■dreama of apprentices«

Jndeed I received much mockery from others- febko
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for my loins.)

Yet in most hours was my trade enough, and I did al

onslaughts of lust. Never-by doed^—/ct hud I -auf-foreri .the

secret adultery of the heart (even while alii bi* ad no practise 

that hoc-t- tn Jcsap if so, and -genld Anrlnra much h^A.pT-idp

iu niji LutPl>. For indeed was I proud of all that was within 

this did I Hwtnw whereof f cpnVa For I suffered from

abstention frem the towidding—a«»

■vrltinr) I, WheL»e.ao> Rome was ^ficentidus. It was said that the

Emperor and Empress indulged in practices about which none of
-to

us eeaAd speak else vile soresztfisit our tongues. And of — 

my box, a rasp, a plane, a hammer, an auger, a gimlet, an

adze, a cubit rule, a saw, and chisels for paring, as well as

a gouge; all such were mine. And I knew how to set the teeth

of my saw so that the dust flew out from the cut with each

pull and again on each push. Then was I also adept with

brace and drill, a claw hammer, and a draw knife. And in the

last year of my second apprenticeship, did I even acquire my

own lathe, becoming thereby a young master in the craft of 

carpentry and knew how to season wood by stripping the bark

from certain trees to dry them before they were felled. Yet
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cover %fifresh manure

offered many prayers over such wood in order that it not 

Also did I learn how to nwdte fir for flooring, and we 

burn. For fir seemed attracted to fire. And other prayers 

were impressed upon winter oak, turkey oak, and beech, all of 

\ could^Iy also ryt-h^-rc, by-pahiria dry,., tlrat had tn he

turutf away ' f ul u-
fa-nghnpAs was^renewed f-rnm tiwp i~o time, 'in ar-der that ’tehi-s-

.word when worked, did not split.

which were liable to decay. And I knew how alder was 

excellent for the foundations of small houses since the wood

d.jd not ppr-i.rh being too pure in riature Cortot.

And cypress was inokpH np-n ar I blessed, for it resisted the 

worirg^ bivah could be~'Uliusen'fur foundations ■ Heavy,

wnpld nut .. j ii lift'll i £1 T j in—

If I speak much of foundations and floorings, so did we

also work on roofs, and yet In triiffi even in Sepphoris was I

not only a carpenter but, fey times, found myself back in my

with mud when we made

bricks for the walls of ordinary houses

Greek measure of dimensions,

first apprenticeship, a laborer covered

for public building^ four palms square ^or”a man's home.

andz'did employ the

five palms square was a brick
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And we covered such bricks with limestone which, being

porous, would take a moist plaster. And I knew how to burn

fragments of this limestone to make a stucco upon which

others could paint.

Much knowledge of my craft was acquired in the art of

steaming long thin pieces of a wood of wavy grain around a

carved template and of those grains I used, the first in

esteem were the tiger-striped, the panther-spotted, and those

we called maculate, inasmuch as a swarm of bees could have

been living in the grain. And I would speak of the beauty of

citron wood which had many little waves and small spirals as

if one were looking upon wine mixed with

to pel'i.31i Llii'b-uitioiT wood with'oil'ef juiri"pci"*d'liil oil, of ‘

■sedui11 uunipUtnTd^iT’*wel 1" Wi L'li11 some~-<>£-^as..gr.aw—

tn <^nin. ? 14 1 it ijkp

Joseph taught me much, and could also instruct us on

putting up walls of stone for large buildings in Sepphoris.

Much did he understand about red basalt and cream limestone

from Tivoli, and travertine marble that will crack in fire 

/ anrT T 1 Fwi«niiid,

yet is immune to ice, which ice came upon us in winter in the
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a volcanic

; pozzolana, mixed with lime

it, about a substance called pozzolana, wJ

became cement. Which led me to think of the wisdom of the

hills of Galilee. And Joseph told me, although I never saw 

Lord who knew the earth so well that heavy soil thrown out of

its bed by the—verii?i?t»g Hi* volcanoes could yet be ttftaatad-1ro

take-up a new nature and now oc determined to hold all

stones together. Awil-n<Tthi-ingh T itiri not knOMwn"*" "~

-luedlLdLlTRJ, stii-1 did I tfaj.nt ^inh on the nature of the Lord

who war my rjBJthtnr and of all the resources of His Kingdom
it npr/^

that we learned to work upon with our hands and hew it-was ii»

the measure of th'eeg»«ujj Uj1 iffluuh He had made things that we

could finely ^p■1 png ul v:"'f an answer
to difficulties that^craked a-L f 11AL to be without solutioi^)

_ayid by such devotion to the/-geedrress7=a*td bounty of God did I

see how we prospered in our work until I even knew that I

of woodcould find Him in the careful splitting of a piece

~=r~d to "p rtonc w:iJ~tw4icnr -IjAm -i

i i -gr^nr-tln c~irth
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-9-

Nor was it long after the year I became thirty that I

began to dream of the Great Temple in Jerusalem which I had

not visited since my twelfth year. And I wondered if it were

late for me to learn how to cast in gold and silver, thereby

to enrich the altar in—the c-anrtn»'Ey by gilding Xbf

candlestick of light and the pouring vessels and the censers,

and other golden ornaments that weuld be urine "ttr-fashien

€TTg**Lmgd. Yet at such times did I also feel the power of
.JJ

greed and know a lust stifling to the throat and wonder if
VCC’/’i*- LcJ iiQ A

such werk (tJas~ wise "for'those who would be modest, jrtrffidid I

look for jany changes in my lif

e thirty-first

) ypar/of my life ijaat Joseph died .and I mourned him.

1m_n Li'riiiinj L-rt?hnr and—and WrKyi ?mpar-t~^d many

•S'cr-Ctltl' iny yoaro-pa.c sa nd. -i

But so was I also distraught. For with Joseph's

death came back to me all that he had recounted about my

conception and birth- Ni hull Lu lucflT
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upo**. rnd j f He wprwt my Father, so was Hp still awesome
l/WCP^r'/<?><?A-^

an^ tefae.i?atoy strange, ^Py-ttmoked ((tb seek wisdom fmwefOT, and

□aacfan Lu think u£-mulling a pilgrimage to John the Baptist.

For now I knew that there was that in me which I could hardly 

name, and yet it must be brought forth; whatever was not

brought fortlu could yet destroy you. And was it also true/ 

that once brought forth, it could save you?

Of John the Baptist, much may be told, cjiuld even

be said that I knew him before I wou4d

tha—dauLh uf Joseph-;—T-thought often of- John the Baptist 

ever ;im him. 

been in mourning for Joseph,* and I knew that John was a holy 

man and yet of much ill-repute among the Pharisees in teh=e 

main, devout marchants although never equal in devotion to 

had large families and those with wealth even moved to

temple in Nazareth. These Pharisees of Nazareth were, in the 

those wearing the white garb of the Essenes; many Pharisees.
f c

grew~Tat even as we Essenes grew thin. And these merchants 

itersmuoh—ere he was my cousin; moreover, had I heard, fr-em all
/u ij--5'fit ctswf

.in Nna-nrnteh that wa-had a prophet among us. Mach tffacf"b'een—’
y 3 a s> c /->

Bpekon -ef (jmy cousin during the. loot year when my mother had 

Sepphoris to build fine homes but would come back to our 
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small temple for prayer' in their voices could little be 

■&t.j 1.1

serve in a holy war against the powers oftemple and so

years and were childless- Elizabeth mourned on how she 

was barren, and no longer young.

Yet, it happened that on a given day, in the half year 

-happened that Zacharias ww alone by the altar

and Elizabeth were as thin as tall blades of grass yiMa("dry in

summer drought® and thereby was each like unto an Essene of 

they were God 1 s beet warriors^in—■ -j-: OT j1-

On such understanding had they ^een'married‘"fdr many 

the Essenes. For both believed that the body was a living

evil. But then were 4Hre Essenes who did not believe that 

daughters of Aaron; her ancestors knew Moses. Both Zacharias 

His father, an Essene priest^ named Zuchaiiai“,^t/as also a

descendant of the family of David anrl thpmhy tt l.it.i il l.ir~J

Joseph. And the wife of Zacharias, Elizabeth, was of the 

before I was conceived--or;.so wao I bold by Hiy luoChtil" it ■■■

heard about John the Baptist agreeable to my ear
~fl*s faff" !/C &>(/

Even if-ho wore w4rUhQi.it—gel at on nf hlnnrL—tu
) h . .

would /have kne-m mirh ihrmt T^hn; Hj-c birth and mine were

of a similarity T. pnrviarsH-upon n£t-an_in t-h-ic—last year—,
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performing a

before him.

iriest's office, wImh he saw an angel appeariaa^

this angel was that same Gabriel who would 

speak to my mother in another six months.

Gabriel said: "Do not tremble, Zacharias. For

Elizabeth has been heard by the Lord and she shall bear thee

a son. You are to call him John and he shall be great in the 

sight of the Lord and this son will bring many of the fallen

children of Israel back to the Lord."

Now, Zacharias lived only by observance and prayer; he

saw little of visions. So he said to the angel: "How can I

know of this? I am an old man and my wife is without youth."

Then the,angel grew angry and said: "I stand in the presence

of God; I was sent to show you good tidings. Because you do

not believe my words, behold, I strike you dumb. You will be

unable to speak until the day that Elizabeth bears her 

child." And when Zacharias came out of the temple, everyone 

on the steps marveJ^d ztfhat he could not speak. He beokened-

Ler«the.m■ and sought to utter a few words, but they heard 

naught and could see but the straining of his throat.

He came back to his house all the same, and be-marveled

how on that same day was he soon able to give issue to his 
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wife Elizabeth, who thereupon conceived, and^was so fearfuj^

that she would lose what ®ed had canti-i-reel fee give her^that 

she hid herself for five months.

But in the sixth month of ti»e- pregnancy u£ Eliuil ii’t+rr

Gabriel came to my mother, Mary, and she, knowing that God
J ec-p I*.

had visited her directly, dopairboci frown er—fami-ly during

-f-i-mo ahnn Tncr.ph r-T-y^ debating how to hide her among his 

family^ up into the high hills
,—. ( 11/TH ‘ f

wherein could be-found the, housa af Zacharias, and^she saw

her wte> would yet

leaped in her for the firstwomb

time whereupon Elizabeth knew she was full of the Holy

Elizabeth, and gave devotion to her and—pa-lot ati nn, kneeling

before her to say, "Blessed art thou." Hwt Elizabeth, on

hearing these wordsZfelt that babe within

be John the Baptist

Ghost. She spoke out with a loud voice: "Blessed art thou,

Mary, for you have honored me on this day, and all

generations to come shall call you blessed."

And-Mary replied-:-----»My-ooul doth magnify ■the Lul d

And these words became so fixed in my mother's ear that

even when I had become a man, so was there constraint in

living with her i-nasrnneh.-as" content >with having 
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been thus blessed that nw nnn nnniri r-ny -ihpiIiI. LU"h£t.- her 11

pride was even greater than her humility. Nor was it easy to

contradict her will.

NuiiuL1iu1ul.it;—She "was'”ci!'l Esstona-jnuoh. dauntarl .to, nnr

praotice-g1;—Ji'nT~Llim t^by—he-lieved tnat i-hp lowly wnra.cnnarinr

"thcthclKept saying, "He that is

mighty has done to me great things." Nor did she ever

show hesitation to speak, and often would add, "He hath put

down the mighty from their seats. He hath filled the hungry

with good things and the rich He hath sent empty away." And 

these are words she said, and they are in the gospel of Luke.

Yet if I would ask how Luke obtained such, word for word, and 

placed it properly, I do not know; unless all is due to the
fciz. I <■

strength of my mother's scntimart which she related to many

when she was old. I, who would yet believe that the poor are

to be exalted and the mighty to be scattered, can say that I 

owe strength such sentiments to Mary .and to her

repetition of them on many an evening an^Zmany a dawn.

Now, when John the Baptist was born and they came to

circumcize him on the eighth day, it was thought by neighbors 

and cousins that he would be called Zacharias after his 
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father, but his mother said, "No, he shall be called John."

The relatives of—replied, "None of thy kindred
4^7 „7>

has been called ever by this name^" They lllaae si-gns ro

’■^'a-ehdi'iaj,—hut he, still unable to speak, had retained the

power to write, and he took a table and upon it put down

these words: "His name is John." Then did they all marvel,

for at that moment the mouth of Zacharias opened, and his

tongue grew loose, and he spoke. And he gave praise to God

for the deliverance of his voice.

Yet when these relatives returned to their homes, so did

fear come onto all of them in the dark hill country where <2

—lived, and there were many who said, "What manner of

child shall this be?" Yet, Zacharias, having regained his

powoi’ ~of speech, was mighty in voice and blessed his son John

and said, "Thou, child, shall be called the Prophet of the

Highest for thou shalt go before the face of the Lord and

give knowledge of salvation to His people by the remission of

their sins, even as I have been given remission from my sin

of doubting the words of the’angel."

And John grew up, and,1 _tri1was lean like his

father and mother. Also did I that he lived in the
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desert and preached near a ford in the River Jordan and

such ami1

High Priest sent Levites out fromdetermination/that the

bathed efton and j^would remonstrate with the people of Israel

and'would du.cn. y their sins* preaching

Jerusalem to ask: "Who art thou? Art thou the Christ?" For

in those years was that a Greek word for the Messiah. And

many from Jerusalem spoke in Greek and said it was Christ who

would come to save the Jews.

But John said, "I baptize with water. I am not the

Christ."
"Then who art thou?" they asked. "Are you Elijah? ^Are—

>~you~ that 'prophet?’"
And ^e said, "I walk in the steps of Elijah but I am not

that prophet." Who then was he?

They were wise men, these Levites, yet their anger grew

and they said, "We must give an answer to those who sent us.

What sayest thou of thyself?"

And he answered, "I am the voice of one crying in the

wilderness: 'Make straight the way of the Lord,1 and those

are the words of the prophet Isaiah."

Now these Pharisees said to him, "You perform baptisms
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yet you are not Christ nor Elijah nor art thou Isaiah?"

And John replied, "I baptize with water, no more. But

there is one coming whom you do not know. He is coming after

me and he is preferred above me by the Lord, and I am not

worthy to unloose the straps of his sandals." And this was

indeed said by John on the day before I went on my visit to

him.
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And—rte—ts—bi*ue 1 t-har-yeat curiosity had grown in me

about the nature of this cousin. For ^t-was said tehartl he

would only baptize in the wilderness, out to the east of

Judea by the river Jordan, and all who came to him had to

confess their sins if they sought to be immersed in the IRiver ; ,
vj /-

Cv-^-Jerdan-r—Nor was it enough for them to bathe. He was

firaj^ta immerse them,
•/*> '

And they./Said, of him, and such was true as I could see

when I met nTm"7 that his clothes were of camel's hide, and he

had but one girdle of such skin to conceal his loins and he

washed every day and many times, being so naked thereby to

the sun that he was darker than anyone who came to visit.
4/^g fitaP

Uw mul yaid Lo bw(S~fKiri’~inan with a thin beard and he ate

nothing but locusts and wild honey inasmuch as meat and wine

inspire^ oorn&^-..dKea4ns_a^ad_.&a»h thoughts sould-te host to

many demons. So did John eat the food of the poorest of the
PH/? A/ At/t [7^

poor yet did t-heae- locusts gs*e (mnT^fffe~power to strip fields
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of disbelief in the hearts of those who came to his pirwaa by

the ■ furd-uf the River Jordan. SSfe the wild honey gave warmth

to his voice even as John repeated the words of Isaiah: "The

crooked shall be made straight and the rough ways made smooth

and all flesh shall see the salvation of God."
Yet had^I^also heard that his countenance was most

severe. When multitudes came to be baptized by—trim/ so would

he greet them by saying, "Generation of vipers, who warned

you to flee from the wrath to come? Bring forth, therefore,

fruits worthy of repentance, and—not ray, Abiulunrri'S UU11

father-;-*—for that—rs~ne—more—than—fe-r—God’ "L'Cf~'5'5yrTtb~'~tIie~f

-stones—beneath your font; 'Yr nrn nl rn. chi Idi eir'vf-’Abraham i M**

The people would ask: "What shall we do?" And John the
a

Baptist would say: "Let him who has two coats give one to

the man who has none, and he that is with meat,let him

share." He would always speak of the one mightier than

himself who was yet to come, and this person would be

Messiah. He would not baptize with water but with the Holy

Ghost.

Before making my—pJ-Lg-rimage-,—I—fehough-t~of^eiT

bank^f—E-xodus—-artd^trow—tohe-"bor^-had--teaug^t—
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wiLnd with locusts who "covered the face of the w

so the land was darkened; and ate ever

fruit of the trees whi11 the

any green thi:was not

i«t—eoiik

:ousin iild consume all that was unworthy o:

ese

Srth,

of the land, and

ncXean^,....^■2.

h the trees." And I wondered
I

the wrath each locust eaten by my

e hail had left: so there

whether

And when first I

with how John looked.

saw him Ln-fuLUnilL1, ZQ was much taken

And jL repeated to myself the words of 

the unknown prophet: "He hath no form nor comeliness. He is

despised and rejected of men, a man of sorrows and a man of

grief. Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our 

sorrows."

it was with pain

that I looked upon him. I knew that Jetan would not be long 

Andjbhe. 'WOi'da-of this unknown -picpll'gt" proved truoi- Fous-

wished to hide my face from John.

among us. And this I knew as if I had heard a beating of

wings overhead.

I had come with many Baptist beforeJohn the

he saw me

together and then departed. Yet, I remained.

and 2^ watched all those others who were baptized

And in the 
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loneliness of this place in the desert he could not see me

since I concealed myself behind a rock. And it was only when

the sun became hot upon that side of the rock that I walked

forward, and toon-ha taw me—ond said, "I have waited for

His eve^ wpV-a with- ij^nht-vfhan the skySa**dQoaler

than the moon. His beard was long. The hair that grew from

his ears was matted even as was the hair that grew from his 

cheeks. And I saw that the wing and the leg of a locust were
<7 ei u•?Zi

also Wrftofesd in his beard. So I wondered how this man who 

bathed others and washed himself numerous times a day could

still have such detritus upon him. Yet was it meet that his

thoughts wwa tows far from his-body for hie beard was like a

forest and small creatures could live within. And he looked

at me and said, "Thou art my cousin." W ho-nodded irith.m: —

—a«d said, "I have been waiting for you. Today did I know 

that you would come."

"How," I asked, "tte/you TFwa upon curb mA-btorc?11-

He sighed. His breath was as lonely as the wind that

passes between rocks and through empty places. c_And- he said,

"I have been told to wait for you, and I am tired. So it is



good that you have come."
jj© <Ai<P

^ryen did I confess my sins and spoke -of thoughts of

sspect toward my mother, and of battles with Hist whertrxft

otwi to huyt lustful th~.ight~ ,,j't~h ciiqijwi nnfl h

—I -dtriwwn greed in my thoughts and unkindness in judgment of

others. Yet in no way had I sinned beyond such matters.

"Well, repent ye still," did he say^j"with sin it is

always more than we kno^T^1 T 1-1 - mnd. find

Baptist came behind me as I entered the water and with the

r agd. John the

strength of a desert lion,

with his fingers and yith his

so did he seize me by the nose

other hand ( Laid -upon my

forehead, .thrust me back into the river. If wai>"Ottdden) and—

-Jbr-paoaed ^o quickly /fFom'*ai"r~to water. uinl buck LiTair agm’",
\ $ i^jci Lt

that I was gasping at the loss of the nlaat breathe Tt war »
$/-< It, _/ 5

.heaven had opened and I oould see the Holy Ghost^descending

droid, T9D=was the dove upon myin the shape of a dov^T)

shoulder when I came up from the water and I felt as if
1 Vc< /u-e|_aEomothxng had oeme/tp me out of all that had been lost

4-4
- ma,—anG-ZE was one/Wath the brother in my soul, a poor man but

good. It was then that-1 ■!—felt more than repentance. I knew

glory. And sa d4d -I a-lroo feel as if a million, nay, a
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million million of souls follow me and^am; (£& ' "" ~~
-7^/^y

/d'hsTan^ wfTen~GOT'rs'"’a'n"g‘6T^cSi1i’e7riean. . -i
( O^fy^-K (tM'*

A^? 1 heard a voice eemeu^Zcm-the heaven^ -Th i S iHa******^*t

^sa'idi’^ "Thou art My beloved Son and in thee am I well

pleased." That wav came the word of the Lord inlw my ear and
cce> lu 4o J

He spoke .in tho MuuiteE u£ Jergnjiah: "Before Informed thee in . t.

the belly did I know thee^/^Now^ did fear and much exaltation **

came into contest within me and I looked again into the eyes

of John the Baptist, they gleamed with illumination

sacred to me, and I turned my face to the heavens and said,

"Lord God, behold, I cannot speak for I am like a

And again the Lord spoke in the (Chords He had

child."

used with

heard: "Say not 11 am a child' for thou

shalt go to all places that I shall send thee and whatsoever

I command thee, shalt thou speak, and be not afraid of men's
UJ~4» e '/

faces," said the Lord. And Ho put fioiMah His hand aad touched
my mouth even as the beak of the dove touched my lips^

the Lord said: "Behold, I put My words in thy mouth. I have

this day set thee over the nations and over the kingdoms to

root out and to pull down, and to destroy and to throw down,
y ftto build and to plant." And His word was (in my heart —J
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a burning fire in my bones. And John withdrew his hand from

my head and we stood in the river. Away went the dove. And

John and I spoke to each other and I will tell of that, and

soon. For when I took my departure fccua—leiwi, so did I know

that I would never see him again. And he began to sing even

as I left, but it was to the River Jordan, not to me. And

the taste of that brown river was still in my throat and the

dust of the desert in my nostrils.
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It was a long inarch across the desert, and it was late

in the afternoon. So—d-id I suu1io&ks ^turn~to gold and they

lay there much as the overthrown walls of a temple open to

desert vultures. And I could still hear John the Baptist.

He knew no song and the music of his throat sounded like
k<W

the voice of a ram. Such worexthe cries that issued from

him. •east I walked on my way to Nazareth with much strength.

For a-LL-Uant ihad bean iinsnnJ^en— •now aa-murto

■iiie., and I understood why I was not like other men and ooul-d

strides than before.

had been

blessed and the Lord had come to me and had been near to me

wilihul ttluL Hij strength wntr3 i^ighi-y

A great cloud came over the sky as I walked and it

Yet I -knew not what awaitod no,—on-Vy thaw I

fcompro-hond t-ho pi4de nf my mother^ my legs took larger

formed with rain even as it passed before the sun. There was
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downpour. A rainbow rose from one end of the desert to touch

at the other end, and above me was a-greafe towighfewesB',' ± knew-

I was wa-llfing. tht?e>«gtrL the radiance of the Lord. Soon it

dazzled my eyes and I lay upon my face in this hot sand(®£

oiarcrtj and heard the voice of the One who could speak and He

said, "Son of Man, stand upon your feet."

And the spirit entered and set me up again, and He said,
"Once I spoke to the prophet Ezekiel in these words and /14S

Eaakial cHs-rove mightily^nd saved our people in Babylon.

Now, these words are for you: Son of Man, I send thee to the

children of Israel, a lebuniOhL nation, to a nation that

hath rebelled against Me, even unto this very day for they

are impudent children and stiffhearted. I shall send you

unto them and you shall say unto them, 'Thus saith the Lord

God.' And they, whether they will hear or whether they will

forbear to hear, yet shall know that there has been a prophet

among them. And thou, Son of Man, be not afraid of .them

_m_ itliMt hi" iTfi 'rrid of their words though briars and thorns be

nf thrwi.r—Morris, nnr—d.i.'amay-pri by thpJ.n_Laakc.;---- —

thee into the house of Israel, speak My words unto them for 
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thou art not sent to a people of a strange speech and of a

hard language whose words you cannot understand but to the

house of Israel. Surely had I sent thee to strangers they

would harken to thee. But the house of Israel will not,—f-o*

-hou-sa of IsracA is impudent and hard-hearted. Behold, I 

will make thy face strong against their face and thy forehead

strong against theirs A bainaer 1 Llldll milt have P-iiiade Lffy

forehead.---- Pear them not. ^(either be dismayed at their
n ia „ a- J "

looks,. -Son of- goI 11  J.j i lihi m "

Then t»ln» i '■trrriil pun-rad great r^i-ni^ tire voice frnm .the -

..heavens said unto my ear: "Those were My words to the 

prophet Ezekiel. But to you I say that you are My son 

conceived by Me and mightier than a prophet."

Notwithstanding, I still had many hours to travel

across land I did not know well. If I felt exaltation so did

I also know exhaustion; the scrolls I had studied since

childhood were not as near to me as these words of this high

Lord, my God, yet I could only fear Him now that He was near.

For His temper was as loud as thunder and His anger was equal

to hail that would not cease: the sound of His voice had

been in my ear like unto the fall of great rocks even as they
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reverberated in their fall. And it io-thon that echoes are
/( r

■ the ancestors of tjjjBoc great rocks ali*oajy fallen before

them. And I did not know how [much watto serve a

Lord who could leave boils upon the flesh of every man and

beast in the land of Egypt, cast hail to blight every herb of
I n -tCe g ir a, <y i

the field.and set fire hu imi-McluBg-the- ground uiTtri-l* every

tree of the field^was consumed and broken. And tehtjiu ■we.i'u-

kho laaq-h nf Hi^acts. I threw up my hands toward heaven as

if to ask whether I wars, truly the one to ,wrira TTi g tTanin. 1*^

Oeuld X exercise His force and Hio cuiiiiutnid* bu£ wanr^a Lord so

prnnrl .iind vengeful? And God tbon said to me, "Not yet are

you strong. Therefore, do not return to your home. Go up

rather into that mountain before you now. And in that

wilderness, pray to Me among those crags, and fast among

those rocks broken by Me and My lightning. And drink what

water thou wilt. For there is water beneath the rocks. But

sup on no food.

"Before the sun sets on the last of your days of fast,

thou wilt know why I have chosen thee for the Christ, and as

My Messiah will thou then be anointed. For," said the Lord,

no mountain is equal to this mountain without a name
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And He knew whereof He spoke. As I climbed, darkness

came upon me, and I had to take my rest on ground covered by

serpents and scorpions. Yet none came near. And in the

morning I climbed further and for much of the day upward on

the slopes of this mountain^and it was worthy of the

lamentations of the prophet Isaiah, for one could say that

the cormorant and the bittern possessed it.

I saw many vultures gathered over these stones, and much

emptiness in every direction. And on the ramparts of the

rock,/did the vultures look down on me, side by side, every

one with her mate. It was then I thought of how John the
I \rC'

Baptist had ^g^^-oYonas—wa-woi>e-oay-i-ng farewell, and
J. ■ I

—he—had—sai-d-: "In the t-ime of your immersion did you see the

Lord?"

And I said: "Is it not death and destruction to see We

Him?"

He replied: "For all but the Christ." And then said

John: "Once did the Holy Spirit come aaar to me. And so

near that I put my hands before my eyes^ hid i~ chaHA...

■of—a rock, but the Holy Spirit said: 'You cannot see My face 

yet will I turn away and you can look upon My back,1 and He 
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allowed me to see that His back was noble, a noble back."

Then John grasped my arm. "I have known since I was a child

that my cousin must replace me o'nn-nn my mother spoke of

your mother," and then he kissed me on both cheeks. "I

baptize only with water," he said, "and can cleanse all souls

who have truly repented eam—piuLeuL" Lln.'iii frlTiu'wlBy" even as

water can extinguish the fire to comej; but you will baptize

with the Holy Spirit and so bring God's mercy to exorcize

evil and heal the sick." And he kissed me again. /f

I thought of this conversation agawus I slept,

(shielded up1rife e£ Hthe Load from serpents and
scorpions. A»4^Jt was hard not to remember the breath of

John the Baptist when he kissed me for it was full of all

that is in the odor of an exhausted man. And indeed, nc>^

matter how often one seeks water to soothe the flesh, nanrh.

odor, cannot be washed1 awayxtriasmuch as “great fatigue speaks
' -/=> e>n-e'£ _s ‘ U ti-<-

of all that has been'luff baliin'd1 anj»is lost^ Albeit, his—

skin was honest in its scent and full of the 

loneliness of the desert and its rocks. And so did he smell 

also of the waters of the river Jordan and the heavy wisdom 

of its mud and its silt.



8/5/95 63

-12-

The summit of the mountain was like unto a place where

many had been buried; even as one climbed, so did rocks stand

about like tombs. And treacherous were some of the steps

between. It was midday and with a sun of much heat.

At the summit I sat in the shadow of a great stone and

looked out upon the lands of Israel, upon Galilee to the

north and Judea to the south. Peering through such haze of 

golden hue I waa left te-wonder whether gold spires were 

not think long on Jerusalem; my stomach spoke—of ata—

eagerness to eat after living without food for a day and

receiving so much blessing by nm-i t-nr my -aval tat i nn nn

longe.1*—e.gual'-'ta my appat.it.SR
o

But—teton I also kn/ay why the Lord had sent me to the 

summit of this mountain

enough to be His son, and cousin to John the Baptist. I must

sufferitestsw And the first test was that I did not eat but 
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passIrtF through a fast. Yet even as I said to myself, "I

will not eat for two days, even three," the Lord said, (and

neither could I see Him nor feel His presence other than that

His voice was in my ear) but He said: "You will fast until I

give easement. Then may you return to food."

So I did, and was without nourishment that day and the

next. And by the fifth day when the pangs of my stomach were

with me still but only in grave emptiness of spirit, so was I

weak, and no longer knew if strength remained to climb down

from this mountain^ redid T-r^y aloud, "How long, oh,

Lord?" and He said, "Long. It will be long."
nr|d ^jnce I was not there to dispute the Lord, but to

follow His will, fasting grew easier; no more did I think of

many foods. And I shielded myself from the sun in the middle

of the day and came to love the taste of water and the

forgotten wisdom that is found in the shadow of rocks, until

they became too cold at night for any wisdom. And the chill-
cMi /A

.nf the air in the middle of each night was wold./ for warmth

came to me neither from the rock nor from within. And no

plants grew on the summit of this mountain where I stayed.

Which was as well for there were hours when I could have
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supped on their thorns.

And in the second week so did I have visions of the

ancestor of Joseph, King David, and knew that Dawjd had

committed a great sin. I could not recall the offense, but

did remember that in the land of Gibeon, the Lord had

appeared to Solomon in a dream and God asked: "What shall I

give thee?"

And Solomon replied,' 5

David-great.-*ne3^y7.ai»i^5g^u.~has&J.k^p.f.~tor,,„him~th-i.6~ggcat."*-7

ir-inHno<r<r ^-hat -TtpuT hart 5ivon h'ln = gnn)-my.r.ni.fr.to?-s.i.t-..nn

n
—— h4<~ - thrnnaf v-mt t jzh, Lord, my God, I am but a little child.

I know not how to go out nor to come in and Thy servant is in

the midst of Thy people whom Tliuu ImaL-ahaaou., a great people

that cannot be numbered nor counted^fui uiulLiUerthl^ Give

therefore Thy servant an understanding heart to judge Thy.,

■people that I may discern between good and bad for who is
/X

able to judge this, so great a people?"

And I recalled that this speech so pleased the Lord that

He said to Solomon: "Because thou hast not asked for a long

life nor for riches nor begged for the death of thine

enemies, but asked for discernment in judgment, then, behold,
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I have given thee a wise and understanding heart."

And then God gave him all that Solomon had not asked

for, riches and honors both until there were no kings like

Solomon in those days, and hrf had . thR-whwlinir-bn nn.pnrata two-*

mnthprj di rpnbi ng-Jamf nypzIti m i'i yand^Where- io~'tho

JeW~~Wli'U~ Gues' nut ]>H^w^--h6>w—■feh^--Li,ge,mmTteherHas^l-'bowe%ts‘'jyea-i?ned.»^m-.^

upon- her -sonx^nd she-^p'ointed--to’-the.. other^-.w.cman^a-Hd—said,. -.— ■■■*

v. g i ve—h^^trhe "chi-1 d«aad-dn^neu-wi s e..»s-l^^-it

Sowmon had great wisdom, but new I heard the voice of

the Lord in my ear, saying,'

and: hnnflftfi -a# Solomon hnmnn^Unn did not keep My commandments 

and his failure rests in the gifts that I gave him "" *JJ1Tap

T.r^rHC-sf ftp Lord went int^ my cpiilL i:li.i.i>hn ir:iu uLill~~

hoveyi-ng—about iiryriupty -stiomach.> and - ff'-p-TM-rtriyrr.; finrh

fl
' The Lord wtgE3pgTGd'~ftirth-er,-~in'tri jjiy rtaiw .^Solomon spoke

three thousand proverbs and his songs were a thousand and

five. All people came to hear the wi

Snlnmrwn exceeded all the kings of the earth for

brought him silver, ivory,riches and for wisdom. Am

apes and peacocks. But," said the Lord in my ear, "King



Solomon loved many strange women: the daughter of Pharaoh

and the women of the Moabites, the Ammonites, the Edomites,

the Sedonians and the Hittites, whereas I had said unto the

children of Israel, 'Ye shall not go in to them. For surely

they will turn your heart their Gods.1 But Solomon had

seven hundred wives and prjjigmcoe ,̂ and three hundred

concubines and theoe wive.a Ltrrned away hio—heart<---- Fen? ■ rt—

tn pam-thcrt when Solomon was old^-his heart was not
y

perfect with Me. So," said the Lord, "I will not give you

riches and you will never tarry with a woman or you shall 

lose the Lord."

And it was then I knew in L-Wu-iiu ilnt q.F my fir* that he

had given me Solomon's sins on which to meditate and that was

an advantage not gryen to Solomon.

s And I, being without food, indeed had no desire for a

woman, auad did wet feel at odds with the Lord's decision.

And my fast continued.

The prophets were often -asaaad me in these weeks: Elijah

and Elisha, Isaiah and Daniel and Ezekiel. And' it nu^ Uo~'ll

r^^er^d^nt-gn-^nemorv~Of~JlT^T^Ha^re'aTTied—i-n--.my~MhHth at tfoe
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I dream that Iwords as

with thewith the prophet Elijah, and had contestswas 'swan

forty suchof more thenprophets of Baal. the equalI became

whilesacrifice of a bullockprophets who came to make a

crying aloud and lacerating with knives and lancesthemselves

gushed forth from the

God Baalanswered; the

so did II vas<Elijah in my dream,could not speak. Jhenr

restore the altar of the Lord that these prophets of Baal had

tribes of the sons of Jacob,

And with-thneo a trench

its place on the altar and cut

the bullock into ipon laying the flesh uponraw

pourarir it

the sacrifice the altar, so before the prophets of Baal 

about it. And put wood into

And -i-n—q mnwent,,, with mir-h mnigtxwa 

torn down. And I

wounds of these prophets, yet no voice

if they were my own, and soon

-school ,nf th" nynngr.jiii^ . For I recalled these prophets’

to show their devotion to Baal. Blood

the wooc^a-nd T fH-kd (four barrels with water and

on the sacrifice, until water ran into the trench

took twelve stones to stand for the twelve
h.rf'fb

raying' »Ijiuu1~ shall be~Lhy >

altar.

built an altar and
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did I say: "Hear me, 0 Lord, that this people may know that

Thou art the Lord God."

And the fire of the Lord consumed the sacrifice of the.
*?&pP' fa ? } G

bullock and the >et(wood and the wet stones and licked up ('the

water that was in the trench. And I was able to slay all

prophets of Baal with a sword. n--
. I'**'

•i.—^And Jiere it came to me that I was dreaming* >un it"*

^Elijah but ■mjaraly remembering the scroll of Elijah* and I

-nodded my head and knew that my fast would continue until

forty days and forty nights had passed. And —I-^omon>be«?ed

that the Lord had awaa said unto Elijah: "I have seven

thousand left me in Israel, all the knees which have not

bowed unto Baal and every mouth which hast not kissed him."

And such was the end of my first four weeks of fast. And I

understood why I was here. For my people of Israel were in 

peril and in much danger of God's final judgment/

And I saw how my youth had passed with -s# thoughts

to the wood I worked than to my people, and I

remembered how Joseph would say: "All share in the

sinfulness of Israel because we make no effort to change it.
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y<j
-^he Lord of—IIuaLs Hdo'Tijri: “CHrL'er-gg-a- ver-y—smal-1—■rtrmndnt ""“unu

~saw that T mngh i-iyo new- i-n—tlltJTaifTr ■ and - the-h-€>p&—that ,.

remnant erf1 good -Jewo wovrld-entrMre—me-to EMOijer thoMiatenuii. '*
Xl rsa Ca*« -d**-

y /1 was yet to learn that I would l«*e sinners more than I

would love those who are pious, and would yet believe that

sinners might be of more worth in their saving, especially if

one would speak of those who sinned with a light in their

eye. For that light, even as they stole back into sin, ,
cA &£ ll >;;‘S

belonged to the eye of God. But for now, fail l--offthe wisdom

of Isaiah, I \thpuoht of - tho-romnant—and—*/quoted his words ' to 

myself: "For though Thy people Israel be as the sand of the 

sea, yet a remnant of them shall return." And there in my 

fast in the fifth week and nigh unto the sixth week, full of

the spirit of Isaiah, l/would repeat his sayings aloud and>

repea.t—my^worde—aloud by the hour, speaking even into the eye

of the sun until my eyes burned and I was obliged to return

to the shade* and-liki? a blind-man- for .gn'-hoiMfr I pondered
*5^;; --’o

over the prayers I would taon- use with sinners and knew I 

would tell them, eoari as did Isaiah: "Your hands are full of

blood. Wash you, make you clean; put away the evil of your

doings; cease to do evil; learn to do well; seek judgment,
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relieve the oppressed, plead for the widow. Come now and let

us reason together, sayeth the Lord."

And it was the fortieth day. The Lord said to me as

evening came, "Tomorrow you may step down from the mountain
and take food," and I knew hunger at jl^is words, as if all I

had not eaten in forty days was now ravenous in mv stomach.
-to a ujg l/- n

Yet, even as I was beginning arjmw ~tro' appetite/'

so did the Lord also say, "Tonight, thou art to remain on the

mountain. For a visitor will come to thee."
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-13-

l£- J
I do not know understanding between Them, but

the visitor soon arrived, and he was as handsome as a prince.

He had gold bracelets and a gold ornament on a gold chain

about his neck, and in this ornament was the face of a ram,

most bestial yet handsome, more handsome than any ram I had

seen. The hair of this prince was as long as my own and

lustrous and he was beautiful, indeed, a man of much beauty.
“Az

Now I raoal-Lod a thought apart from all others that had

come to me in the middle of my fast, and it had been my own

thought and not from the lips of John the Baptist, nor of any

prophet of other timej^albeit the Lord may have been

instructing me in manyfehoeaTmatters that were without

boundary between His wisdom and my understanding.^Still, in

the middle of the night in the midst of my fast, had I said

to myself, "The devil is the most beautiful creature God ever

made." And since the visitor who came to see me now was 

dressed in robes of velvet that were as purple as the late 
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evening, and wore a crown as golden as the sun, he could be

no other than who I thought} and indeed he soon introduced

himself as Satan, and by his common name, the Devil. But

then I knew it was he inasmuch as he had climbed the mountain

yet^there jwas^no dust on his robes nor sweat upon his skin.

His first words^aa ha spoke to. mn-~7were these: "Dost

thou know," he asked, "how the prophet Isaiah met his death?"

And I, overcome with silence for I had not seen the

Devil approach, nor was certain of how he could stand so

easily before me, was obliged to hear him say: "Isaiah was

killed by a Jewish king, the pagan Manasseh, cohort of Amon.

A vassal of Assyria, was Manasseh, and a bad Jew." And the

Devil nodded at this as if he, too, were a Jew (which I knew

he was not, but must be a pagan.) Then he held up one finger

da if it were a iiq ufr ’frtgirL and spoke more: "This Manasseh,

wishing to destroy the religion of his fathers, sent out a

royal order that Isaiah, who was much revered and of much

culture and lived with comfort in the city, must be

uprooted from his home and hunted like an animal. And so

Isaiah, hearing of this, fled from his comfort in the city,

and the soldiers of Manasseh set out to chase Isaiah in the 



8/5/95 74

wilderness whereupon the prophet, desperate in his peril,

looked to find a tree that would contain a hollow large

enough for a man to stand within. This sanctuary," said the

Devil, "was found by Iailinli Zn~a stout oak with a rotten
H'kiA-' Ln 5 P/«->£*>

center, and me chose too hide therein.* But the officers of
S'tXcZ

Manasseh discovered Wtia concealment, and brought a great saw

to the tree and cut it in half even as Isaiah was oonoociled •

therein. In which manner, did Isaiah die. And he screamed

in his death. Did you know?" said the Devil.

"Not of such a death did I hear."

Whereupon he laughed. "For gods as for men, is

knowledge but the part of a part."

I was disturbed by these words, and thereby was weakened

more than by any deprivation of the fast.

He, however, was comfortable, and kept speaking. "The

manner in which Isaiah met his death need not leave you in

large concern," he said, "since you are not a prophet but,

indeed, the Son! To my recollection, which is not small, the

Lord has performed an act of a new kind. And it is much to

be contemplated upon."

Saying which, he looked at me fondly. His eyes were as 
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black marble, but there were lights within like stars. He

said, "Are you hungry? Are you in need of drink?" And he

brought forth a jug of wine and a leg of lamb, well cooked,

which I would not have known were beneath his robes yet did

he produce them. And approached me closely, so closely that

I took in the spirit of the wine by my nostrils and the

gravies of the lamb, yea, even the smell of the Devil

himself, although I could only perceive it through a small

cloud of perfume rising from his neck, his armpits and out of

the folds of his robe. Despite all such scents, so could I

also perceive how greed came forth from his body. For that

was as the odor which lives between the buttocks and rouses

offense in us from those who do not wash. Therefore did I

refuse his food, even as the odor of his greed entered into

my appetite, but such odor was like the savory that comes

from an oven when food long roasted is ready for the table.

And he, seeing such deliberation, smiled once more and said,

"But of course, thou hast no need of this. Being the Son of

God, thou can command these stones to be bread. Which, by

all measure, is proper food for an Essene. Although thy 

garment, for shame, is neither as clean as would befit thee 
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nor free of dust. Z "C*y

-Ugh at thou art the Son of God," mused the Devil aloud,

"is a surprise to me. Why has your Father chosen thee? Say

to Him when next you have converse that I salute Him. For,

do you know? Thy Father and I have had much traffic and some

dispute, and thereby, are eager always to obtain word of the 

Other and His

meet, so do I

and the crown

doings. Indeed, on those occasions

tell Him that (Sall people may be His

when We

Creation,

i.r>inr?, of all He hath created among the animals

and the plants of the field, and you Jews even His Chosen,

yat still it is I, not He, who hath the better understanding

of such Creation. For^k^/Taas given issue to many small gods

and creatures and spirits that He does not know as well as

myself. Of course, I was once His servant, His most trusted

servant. Contemplate then how well I understand Him. As (

above, so below. But then what is below knows better wlaat is

above, than above can know below."

Now, was I amazed by this Devil, for he did not inspire

fear but comfort. And by such comfort did I know, as I had

not known before, how it might be to feel like a sinner in a

low canteen drinking much wine. The labors of this last day 
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of fast now became as balm in my limbs, and <&o^could|j/talk

to the Devil; he was comfortable. If his odor was not

without disturbance for my nostrils, so was it also not

without agreement to desires in me I had not yet encountered.

All such granted, I could not allow that God, the Lord of the

Universe, did not understand His creation better than my

visitor. "Not ever it ^isjpossible, " I exclaimed. "He is

all-powerful. The heavens and the earth, the stars and the

sun, bow down to Him."

I had given vexation. Now did Satan snort like a horse

unwilling to accept the bridle.

"Know thee," said the Devil, "that the Father is but one

God among Many. ■Morcly ctjuiit ^the'myriad respected by the

Romans. Even so.does your Father not have the power to

command His own Jews^ L"6ok“fd~HTs~'rages; they are unseemly

for a great god and swollen in proportion. He issues
tlUvtfP 'fa'’ /

threats^ ^<Nor can He bear disputation of mind and spirit
from any He would call His own, Pereas I confide to you that

a hint of disobedience and a whiff of treachery are among the

joys of life, and are to be ranked with its spoils rather

than its evils."
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"Never so," did I say. "My Father is God and of many

dimensions, and of all dimensions."

But the Devil replied, "He is not in command of

Himself!"
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-14-

"Wherefore," said the Devil, for he did not cease to

speak, "your Father hath not the right to seek whole

exactitude from His people. Nor does He comprehend how women 

are creatures other than men,. and thereby^Iive with separate

iinHorcfanH i ng* 4- h~oy „ ] fjyaj—. Indeed ,

your Father hath no inkling of women; His scorn is given over

to ovary word erf His prophets. Look to Isaiah! Declare to

me that Isaiah does not speak out of your Father's heart when

he says: 'Because the daughters of Zion are haughty and

walk with stretched-forth necks and wanton eyes, walking and

mincing as they go, and making a tinkling with their feet:

therefore the Lord will smite with a scabbard the crown of

the head of the daughters of Zion, and the Lord will discover

their secret parts—' Not a whit less," said the Devil,

"than their secret parts!" And he continued to speak as with

the words of Isaiah: "'The Lord will take away their attires 

like the moon, the bracelets and the bonnets, the ornaments 
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of the legs, the earrings, the rings and the nose-jewels, the

fine linen, the hoods and the veils. And it shall come to

pass that instead of sweet smell there shall be stink; and

instead of a girdle, a rent; for lovely hair, there shall be

baldness, and burning instead of beauty.'"

"My Father was speaking of the nation of Zion," I said.

'LAnd-^o was it taught to us in the synagogue."

"No," replied the Devil. "He would fain speak of the

nation of Zion. But it is women He calumniates. For when He 

would address the nation of Israel, then are His comparisons

without dispute^then He speaks only to men: 'The

indignation of the Lord is upon all nations, and His fury

upon all their armies: He hath utterly destroyed them, He

hath delivered them to the slaughter. Their slain also shall

be cast out and their atwk shall come up out of their

carcasses and the mountains shall be melted with their

blood.' Wherefore is this rage in your Father? Is it not

inchoate? His failures burn in His heart. Does He

■krrerw that He ^A<not ^all-powerful? But then He is without

sufficiency of spirit: He cannot say: 'Yea, I have lost,
»kfut^my soldiers were honest and fought well. ' No, He is 
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vengeful. And beyond measure. 'The palaces will be

forsaken,1 says Isaiah, 'the forts and towers shall be dens

forever, until the Spirit be poured upon us from on High.1

"But when," asked the Devil, "will the Spirit be poured

upon us and from on High? Thy Father would send you forth to

improve the hearts of men when His own heart is caked with

the blood of those He has slaughtered. His love of all He

has created is choked by the curses He has laid upon women.

If His rages are mighty, yet do they never accomplish His

desire; His language is burdened with much adoration of the

grandeur He pretends to despise.

"Discover the face of thy Father in these words of

Ezekiel even as Ezekiel heard them from the Lord! Tell me

that your Father hath not adoration of women, yet doth hate

their power to entice Him: 'I swore unto thee and entered

into a covenent with thee,' saith the Lord God, 'and thou

becamest mine. Then washed I thee with water; yea, I

thoroughly washed away thy blood from thee, and I anointed

thee with oil. I clothed thee also in broidered work, and

fine linen, and I covered thee with silk, with ornaments, and

I put bracelets upon thy hands and a chain on thy neck, and 
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earrings in thine ears, and a beautiful crown upon thine

head. Thou wast decked with gold and silver; thou didst eat

fine flour, and honey, and oil: and thou wast exceedingly

beautiful, and thou didst prosper into a kingdom. And thy

reknown went forth among the heathen for thy beauty: for it

was perfect through my comeliness, which I had put upon

thee,1 saith the Lord God.

" 'But thou didst trust in thine own beauty, and played

the harlot because of thy reknown, and poured out thy

fornications on everyone that passed byftjthmu didefe deck Lily

higb'-pldUUd with dlVgrs CQ'lUi*g'~''aTrck-p-layeA’-tlie liailuL'*"

J

—Thou hast builL~'Lliy 111'efH pia'lle at^evary huad"uf■bhe way,1

Tind hnuL iii.iilL" tliy beauty to ho ubliuji/pr, ai ii.niaut apmiuil thy

f°at to -ovoyy one that panoed-by, and multiplied thy

whoredoms. Thou hast also committed fornication with the

Egyptians, thy neighbors, great of flesh; and hast iiiMiitujul"

~ Lliy whuredema 'tei pi’eivuke mu "CU antjef'? Thou hast played the

whore also with the Assyrians because thou wast insatiable^.

—a.nd ypt-r.puld not bo

"'Wherefore, 0 harlot, because thy filthiness was poured 
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out, and thy nakedness discovered thiiiiiigh^.hy wliuieduins" wiLh

"thy. lovers,—■'■'ith all thn i Hni n—<ri— i ny ftbhin i nations, 

therefore I will^ga^ier all thy lovers with whom thou hast

taken pleasure; I will gather them round about against 

thee, <Mid-will JibUUVtflr'Uliy nalitodness. untie

may c-nn ^1} Z^-TZ

Ififnd r~nrl.ll' juijijir bhrr, and give thee into their hand,

and they shall throw down thine eniment place and shall

strip thee aiiwo of thy clothes, and shall take thy fair

jewels and leave thee naked and bare, and they shall stone

thee with' .stones, and thrust thee through with their swords.

And they shall burn thy houses with fire, and execute 

judgments upon thee in the sight of many women: and I will

cause thee to cease from playing the harlot."
'I

"Yes," said the Devil when he had concluded this

recitation, all of this is but to scorn Jerusalem? Say

rather that thy Father's language is not without the reek of

desire."

"Your words are pollutions even as you utter them," said

I to the Devil, and it was the voice of my Father speaking 

through me.
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Satan

fornicate. Yet is His tongue as ripe with lust as my own.

in great confusion, for I knew whereof he spoke;I was

quickened by the fire of nguage.

I In my'*uai liuil uuU

For with much relish had he

that was debauched in these women of Jerusalem.

o

sitting

beside me and we above ■or

I had no need to say yes; I had merely to give assent

vision was so complete that

my Father /had been as cruel incould I deny that

His language as Satan, by repute, was in his deeds?

had been stirred. My Ininc. gnipt r .. iiIihhj, wer

within. For his embrace of my

prophet Ezekiel, stiJ»l.^CTie voice

■haan.,Hirl belonged to Satan.

tbp pnr 1^72 - ;ff*r

indeed I now saw the city of Jerusalem^beneathjae and/felt

Yet such became my salvation figaTnsf'th’is visitor. ■5‘en
kJ? . . /p? -*»■ w-A ...

such movement within me did I 4;now that eewiiig the
I if,

words of my Father a.p Hp had <n ^<■-.•^4- ^-ri

answered: "Your Father tcldra eftee not to

visiofB-r—ithink of yourself IrtTg™-

on -t£»e summit of this mountain. Rather,/you h

the holy city J Q-e—yw
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great vertigo inasmuch as we were now on the highest dome of
A (•

the Great Temple in Jerusalem. “hi id pt that, moment <iid .fehe-

/■ tfevi'1'say~~tcT me, "If thou fie "the son of God, cast thyself

down. Ror is i ^>->t written ~bythc.-prrp!vt^- feKa1-... ........................ —

Leap that the

angels may bear thee."

And I felt much temptation to jump int^the^fall below.

So did I know that an abyss was -eew opening^efore all

generations to come. They would stand on a gwat height and

quiver like e*w? blade of grass in the wind of that unruly
i’A

spirit who lives in our breathy w4teh (jpuch fear of the leap.

So did the Devil look at me again with his dark eyes and by

the points of light within were these eyes like a night of

stars; he wao promising glory. "Stay with your Father and

you will labor for Him^ Stuy-with your 1 Father and you—will—

Q-wf1 be consumed. Jump, and save thyself. Jump!"

K'5 . . /
By thus vision did I know that extinction would be bs/?

quit];Liut's-u quick would be my return to the living. The

Devil did not have to utter -yse-te one more word. He had

•entered into me-. Much was I amazed at how I could live7

w-ithiwhim and know his speech, even when he did not utter

it.
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Whereupon, he was telling me now of a future life. It
|/ir.kgg ?

would be bountiful with ('the joy of women^and riuhira. "All is

mine!" cried Satan into the silence we shared.
Indeed, in that instant did I see that greed was ^/"’godly

-s^&ed to him; from crude greed could be brought forth works

of great power and rich aroma. "-I-t" io the—ome-1-1—of Ll;u ’

■ pittnf ii juuU^TTh~TLruuJ?. "Those who an.‘'luyal J i,i"Jiie alt Upon ‘

-ytne ear LiTwith such pcrsseooion that they need—not-leave

little turds fit for a goat.---- 1 ^pucrlr ^ihut^issues from the

bony cheeks of your friend John who will not even shit on the

Sabbath. No," said the Devil, "nor will he piss either,

though he be doubled in pain. But then he must avan carry a

small hoe to cover his leavings^on days that-aro not the—-

Sabbath vu

watt Id possess me only if I

long as I lived, I wae/fEhe Son of God.

n the manner he urged. So

To myself, I said, "These are but words." The Devil

Whereas if bsjz I jumped and was broken at the bottom, so

could the Devil make all arrangement for me because I had ue i

'gone to my death at his bidding.
•Aftd /^t this moment he opened his lips to say: "In

secrecy will you be ■ God will toe wnknovy-wg^ He cannot
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keep record of all who are born each day and I have

power to distract Him, and constantly."

And in this moment did I think of performing a miracle.

I would leap but I would not fall. I would fly. By the

power of the Lord would I fly. v
■W /'y >

Yet I did not know. T wag.-ii.kn r,h*- iu»aI l-'rrfrr’aiul—'

-rr-idy—If Satan now 3tood<between my

Father and me, might he not have the power to steal the
Vvtuif Ltf- O r

bonefioes of the Lord^ So I did not-jump.---- r"was in fear.

Instead, I said: "It is alwo written: 'Thou shalt not tempt

the Lord thy God.'" But I did not know whether I spoke/of my

own will or with words imparted to me by my Father.

Then the Devil led me from the spire of this Great

Temple on up to an exceedingly high mountain, higher than

all, and I would have shivered in my fast if it had been the 

peak of a true summit for, yea, we were surrounded by snow-,-}

yet it was but a vision, and from such height did he show me

the kingdoms of the worlds—all &£■ thooe to the north, the

east, the south and the west. I saw wonders am4<l an orgy- &£■

■ 3 oy-f yet so much passed in 'parade^and so fast^that I knew

such promises need never be kept. So, I said, "Get thee 
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he^ice^ Satan." And to myself did I say, out of the strength

wiiiuh comes from emptiness itself (it being the wisdom of the

Lord to show me at jbhafe meminTt how even in fasting

strength) ;T?n of "niptirr-g _crin1H X find resolve to

whisper to myself: "Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God and

Him only shalt thou serve." And I had the power to look into

the dark eyes of Satan and say: "It is not you I want, but

my Father."

At that moment Satan gave a cry like a wild goat who

is wounded with a spear. And he said to me: "Your Father 

will destroy the universe^toa boor. And for too little!"

And he left. And behold, I had another vision of angels.

And £hey gathered about to minister unto me and bathe my

eyes. And I slept.

In the morning did I wake to see myself on this same

mountain whereon I had lived for forty days and I was ready

to come down from such a high slope and return to Nazareth.

That proved to be a long road and I passed over it for the

next day and the next, yet no brigands attacked. Which was

as well for I knew that I was much spent by my hour with the

Devil, and in my nostrils was my own breath foul. Nor did I
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feel that I had escaped altogether frem h*m. In rejecting

Satan, so had I also been scraped sore in my judgment. Nor

did I feel desire at that hour to serve the Lord.

Yet was I not wholly distraught. For as I marched, so

could I recite the words of Isaiah: "Unto us," I declared,

"a child is born; unto us a son is given; and the government

shall be upon his shoulders; and his name shall be called

wonderful, counselor, the mighty God, the everlasting Father,

the prince of peace." And if I were not large enough for any

of those words, and supposed that God had chosen me for His

son because I was in the midst of all men, rather than

wiwrrmrfea^r- like a muiitfTvh in any way, yet was I also close to

many small virtues and common weak habits in others.

Whereby, if I could now increase in my powers, given all

that He would -new pass on to me, perhaps the world of men

might also iaegaaajj* mid multiply in virtue. No matter the

derision of the Devil, so did I believe in my Father; the

Lord was still my Father\ awd for Him would I labor. Soon

would He come to save Jerusalem. He was Lord of the

Universe. For Him would I labor, and with joy. For with Him

would comfort/come to those who a« sorrowful and so would
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was no longer in fear

the hungry be fed awd (6ven those sinners in greatest despair
. /Afind their sibns remitted, even the unclean gentiles

would be admitted to the table,-; am

’ felt such joy at these thoughts.

of Satan. If some part of me had given ear to him, still had

my visitor 1-rct by thr^ggaat^r p^r-tinn.. ha -h^d captured but

a small par^ I had been tested, I had proved loyal—in the

main had I proved loyal—and so could I believe that virtue

was the finer reward. For now did my tongue feel clean.
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I returned to Galilee and entered Nazareth and came back
g> L

to the house where I lived with my mother. So oh-e there

to greet me^ead was much relieved. In all the forty and more
P/ ar/- .d

days that I had been gone, she had /supposed i-n the- beginning 

that I Aas'on a journey with my cousin but then .-heard near fee-

—mortal newa of (John, and £bafr had come to pass while I was on

the mountain. That son/who was fierod Antipas lived in much

distrust of John the Baptist for he had dreams that J-ehrn /
i m-sP I /-/?

would caube the/people to rise against him. Therefore had -he-

/shut,John away,in a dungeon m the fortress of Machaerus
cliff*) fa jjV7

/"Perea. And by that, if by naught elsey-didl know that the

time had come to leave Nazareth and take up a life of
<2-t,-K-U-Ls*'+<2

preaching ae rJohn'~ha'd"ddhe. , .

Yet on speaking to my mother on—s-ueh^matteM!* did much go

wrong. She thought I should not be a preacher wanderi**g- on
is/Ar fy

many roads to give blessings to strangers’ test

^hHtfeer to become a devout Essene. So would she propose that
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I join the desert community of Essenes at Qumran. But that

was neither to my understanding or desire since such men as 

would join must first confess all guilt and all sin.

—l~br*y wor° Jews, but not Qumran, so h*4^they

been guilty of practices unfaithful to God. See 4»nly the

Essenes -5 n r (community of Qumran were true Essenes—so
4*t /w y

they- saw it^ Devout men /like Joseph who lived in their own

villages were less«-/

And indeed, one -gave £11 that one owned to the uwflilllUliiLy

at Qumran and'1wndz among them for years as one who arns still

rtirtinoti*d,. and oboerved whole ritual^ of purity even to not

touching the pots in which others prepared food(<>and'^one gave

whole obedience to the leaders, not even speak4wg~ in their 

presence unless invited.

•Ginoo my mother knew how the angel had come to her,*

did I not understand

than the high priest

how she would want such a life for mez
<>^£>0.4^

to whom I would submit for tests rathef wfcon it-was /the Lord

of Qumrai^p but then^my mother was not

^a®y to know<-“'If she was proud of me and most proud of my
. . . $4^ vxe. (j/r

origin (about which we chose always not to ^po^k) jr j— 
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much rivalry hnh.mn*' yc 3='brothers until—lie—warn 1 iko—Fl >

divided kingdom. Wprp all faT»i1inr.fthifiili>ir>.^?1

befall me thatk aiitay and #es so expectant of catastrophe:

fear lived like a night animal in our small housp^aiYiindeed^

one could almost hear the scurrying of such fear in the dark.

UlIlU'l'l

r.4,

where I had been.nor, what I

still she knew that I had been

neap to my FatheiQ and of that did she wish small part.

Being er omcril-wonran urtLLF a heart »£—imp^rt^nwe sufficient to

Besides, she was modest a*»d yet most vain, and I would
0

suffer by both.for her will was as if graven in ston^Qyet

still did she see herself as small, and <£—.if hni» fJ^miLe ahu
_ 1 Ou^ 1

-aerw z^s unready £oy^tKewor\Id., which of fnrnA

rnnfidenop for all I must now attempt.

And if I did not tell her
('^ijid done for those forty days.

fill the breast of a queen, /did ;heJ not enjoy what she

could not understand.

Yetjwas she; also a mother and knew me very well, even to

sensing that it was not only my

but the Other, and of Satan was

adxo did know that the Devil

Father who

she wholly afraid. sserie

had been with me

was the power of darkness J



■Sma-l-l-^wonde.K..that/-she wished me to be guided by a community
kae >'■■'■'1 f>p-y < e'^> COZ-.

of tfee most devout whaga-.l i i.m 1 it"tn "Cound^in-one-pj^wu.—! -

fin^e b-»d a sense thate-j/batastrqphe \wfeuld befall me
s- G* Is' f S

if I were to wander about, 90 wept them fernrea when I-^as
muat cmgiy With siliCe^she did not make my way easier.

F&K
Awd'indeed, she had the power to foretell many events.

Yet in the midst of much quiet but unyielding dispute

between us came a diversion. A marriage was taking place in

Cana, a town of two hours' walk from Nazareth, and the father ,

of tjie bride, being a wealthy patron of—the—work of nJooepb— •
h^rA>-.'e Luv'C^r' d oidat,.^ [sn't> v‘ s-'' J#
wbo. had built his ho,i,]FPi—so1 VDS-_jay—jR&th&r—incited—as—guests

C4 k ar 4? ^^4.J I .
arn-i-ib ™.e bho^jF-i>•=> occasion on which she ted left her home

fit e>Ct “f rT^
since Joseph had died. Thereby was she so uweegtaMn of

whether to go or not go that when we arrived

and the ceremony having tet concluded, my mother, most

embarassed, looked about sharply and said to me, "They are

to tell me how the spirit of

happiness ie—pi-eparad te-o depart quickly when a nuptial feast

is dry\ gmr^Llwt is an omen of misery/upon’a new husband and

wife. So did I think to try such powers as might belong to

without wine." .And-indeed the village had come to celebrate

There wl
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me even if never yet exercised.

Before were si* large stone

table did I see one red grape which

t * H __ '
jars of watery and on a

I ate slowly and with

much contemplation of the spirit that resides in the grape.

C._And indeed was an angel at my side and he was invisible to

others. And in that instant did I know that the water in the

jars had become wine, and this accomplished by no more than a

composed of

as the 'so- overcome

take my mother home.

departeri^and left it to my brotne:

the Kingdom of God and knew that /was-
S'

iunty and, beauty anytenderness as gentle

sorrow for I had a vision of a great feast that I would neverT J \ \- e5
'to"

clear recollection of taste/ 0 Q
a IL co 'P "pLt < > ‘ y

uf —it muj" my figat miyaol-e? done with much joy

But even as I left did I hear the toastmaster speak 4>htra-

to the bridegroom: "Every host at the beginning doth set

forth good wine, but when men have well drunk, then that

which is less than good is presented. But thou hast kept

your best wine for the end and your marriage will be

blessed."
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That was the commencement of my miracles and it took

place in Cana of Galilee; howbeit I was not quick to feed

upon praise since the angel sent by my Father was there to

whisper into my thoughts^ "Even as a barrel overflowing with

honey is soon emptied, so does the foolish son scatter his

store of miracles." But my mother was pleased that I had

been able to show such wondrous courtesy to a rich bride, her
... . . < ft’groom, and their families, and it wiy he-nho. knew what T h^d^

■druan forysTie accept,^1 my departure next morning. And I left

with no more than a staff, and a cloak, my sandals, and the

tears of my mother.
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-16-

Now I had thought of preaching in Capernaum, more than
half a day's walk from Nazaretl^&oa—

—fia+rtee between Cherazin and Magdala. Despite all that the

Devil had told me concerning Isaiah's death, still did I 

think of the prophet as a guide, and he had written that "by

way of the sea beyond Jordan, in Galilee of the gentiles, the
H

people who sat in darkness saw a great light. : And—fox Lhuiir’

who -eat in the slrJQOW~U'f JeuLlr;—t4-ghte-~hg3-j&prnng^up'iJI So, I
-—•

chose Capernaum for nitewaaxan by the Sea of Galilee 

(which is not a sea but a great lake) and I liked Capernaum

also for the river Jordan which <flows bi|i south to

■sax

Jerusalem,,a city where preachers hope to arrive with all the'

however, did I decide to oommemoo liUth LiTFTJf'fuiL<
/W M. It-cj ill

janra mnaaRt./yrfy tongue Had shown""no facility equaT't'o'the~
‘ ' ivh

skill of my hands with wood; mV ✓ton'^tre’TSSxttd'make fine 

fittings of words only when the Lord offered me speech”?) what 
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I uttered by myself was halting and often like an affliction.

So, I thought before moving i~ri Gapearnnunt that I might ease 

such stricture by making a first preachment in Nautu Hi' where

some, at least, would know me.

I went to the synagogue and begaan to speak but could say

hai'utty more than: "Repent, for the Kingdom of Heaven is at

hand. W<_ tilC‘ule>J>o-to-ttee Uiid,T)r**aTT**~we~4TaFye^k-Rewn. Unless

we repent, the end is near." Upon this came silence from the

congregation since -jhe-y-.expected -moro—(-and lesc-^how could

they wish the Day of Judgment to be on them quickly? and 

Iindeed, it was a sunny morning in Nazareth.JT I, thinking of 

how faith was most severe, yet must still be made to seem as

natural as breath, said also: "I thank Thee, 0 Father,

because Thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent

and hast revealed them unto babes."

Later would I see what was written in the Gospel

"And all they in the synagogue when they heard these

things," wrote Luke, "were filled with wrath. And rose up

and thrust him out of the city, and led him unto the brow of

a hill whereon their city was built that they might cast him
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down headlong. But he, passing through the midst of them,

went his way."

Such was said by Luke, but then he was not a Jew, and

full of wrath against Jews, 'fuil' Bf dooirb tu LMreip
-J?

■*rr.-triith, having spoken my wruads in Haoai*efch in the

fciaplelwliere I had gone for all of my days as a young man,

none were ready to laugh at me^in rnnh_a.p1ara. Yet

nonetheless did I feel their laughter creep out of their feet 

^nd such silent derision was like unto mice scampering over

my <■■*. I felt much shame. Indeed, I could hear the
I

whispers before they were spoken: "The carpenter doth tell

us to repent." And others said, "What are these things that

the Lord hides from the wise and prudent?"
5* a i cue/ i

So I knew that I must * 1-t?o cwti4 nnv" to places where I

was not known. Thereby would people listen mor >

Wnrri° that cnfl won Tri-g-i vq-mp so long as I could feel weft joy

that God was my Father and had chosen me for His only Son.

And if this Son was simple, still would he strive to do the

Lord great honor. So I vowed.

And even if the Devil had sought to tswowto me Jmcsgt to
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linger upon sweh ^thoughts, I did my best not to think <j£ mJSMI UJ»i£
111-J* - ni.rfe1 / tfA '

tQiepp5ni"faml mt-tg gitti what spirit er£ nakedness a young

woman might carry beneath her robew w might

seenv wham.t/vuuInd. In gjriaot cleanliness would be

even if such joy now had to suffer auerh jShame as* I

my joy

had known

in the synagogue at Nazareth. Wherefore had there been so
Ok)

little upon my tongue? And this thought, s«=d*d all
To J —

pretense/Danish that I was near to joy.

A At the Great Temple in Jerusalem when I was twelve^, »ert
7 iti> j mir r l

-.r-rr j~hnd . 1i Tjjhigajj- 4~^,giip g’he inspiration of
to

the Lord had been in my wine on that’day, whereas now, as I

walked on the road from Nazareth to Capernaum, so did I come

to understand that

had fallen upon my

had spoken against

my heart was still as bruised as if rocks

chest rom that high place where the Devil
^7— J

Father. -And^jfndeed 4*6 had (tittered

words so powerful that neither the conviction of my limbs nor 

the dedication of

had convinced me,

my spirit had been in my replies; the Devil

if Qisiy for an instant, that while God

might ho my Father, Ftrjuwas not close to me in His sentiments.

Might it be that I was too gentle in understanding to obey

all orders of the Almighty? As the Devil had said, He was 
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vengeful.

Ther-ahy,—nn thn rnari t-.n Capernaum- WAP t ?.l.nn witeh-

jradaret-and4-ng~th-a-L~'T *lTatt~~rrevei—fe-lt-g-reat.-naarnare. to, my j

Moreover,

Father defended^Himself, nor struck lightning upon the mount.

mocked Him: yet neither had my

On that instant, in the midst of such thoughts, did I stumble 

on the road. It was a misstep most uncommon. For I was ,
T-/

lithe of foot, yet/fell heavily^ -as if a heavy arm ffiad cast
—> £jpa>[ne ---- -~-

me to the earth. zfi\/strong voiceTontarad my ear^ nnd

"Comprehend ye that the words of the prophets are not My 

words, even when they dare to speak in My name."

UJ3qt how do they dare?"—I did not declare these words, 

but merely thought such.

To which the voice grew-eofter and remarked: "My

prophets are honest yet full of passions that bring them to

excess."

I w*ohod to aolt if this was due to the work of the

Devil^ ^ut I only said, "My Lord, I am well disposed toward

men."
M —-*■

"Yniii-nria ths |too well disposed," He said. "Soon will you 
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learn that but a portion are worth the saving."

"Nor am I with eloquence. " . * n Oe.
<T7 " 'r,-£ct tar >

r« -the Lord raid- —"Moeec al co—said* *O Lord, I am slow

of speech and with a slow tongue,* and I told him as I tell

you:1Who made man's mouth? Am I not the Lord?Therefore,

go, and I will be with thy mouth and I will teach thee what
thou shalt say^**~ks I have done with Samuel the prophet, so

will I not let any of your words fall to the ground. When

you are ready to preach, enter the synagogue. And if you

are seized and go before magistrates or other powers of the

Romans, take no thought what to answer inasmuch as the Holy

Ghost shall teach you in that same hour what will be there to

With that did I now know less uncertainty than in the

synagogue at Nazareth, whereupon my Father also said, "You

can do well in Capernaum. Get thee unto thy people, and

sneak-nni~n j-heny a»d tell them again and again^fpr they are

like stones and deaf, so tell them again: 'Thus saith the

Lord God.' Be not concerned with whether they hear or

forbear to hear,' -^otwnjve/words are also among My creatures 

and luian liui tou travel by many roads.
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Even as I came to my feet from the ground upon which He

had thrust me, so did I feel the Spirit lifting me higher.

My heart was with joy again and much greater aw this

joy than before; it was like the Lord's reward for forty

days of fasting.

And I heard the noise of living creatures who flew about

me, and they were invisible, but I could hear their wings and

then the sound of a thousand of chariots, a noise of great

rushing that came to me as if from over the other side of a

hillj* so I knew the Spirit while uplifting me had also

dissolved much that was^lacking in faith. The hand of the

Lord was now strong. &» I came to Capernaum.

-A»d %*n the road I speriwZ^Ehese words aloud:

"Ask, so shall it be given you.

"Seek, and ye shall find.

"Knock and it shall be opened unto you."

And was this true? The Lord spoke to me again: "When

you believe in Me, miracles are in your hands, your eyes, and

your voice."
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-17-

did he mend this flaw with dexterity, ■;of rawhide

there is need of a man who canthought to myself,.... And- I

if by one skill he captures the fish, by anothermend nets;

learn, named Simon and the other was his

the two, who was yet younger than myself, was, I would soon

-----iTr~bhc-ir oheu±de.rs, and with large hand^jz and the oldest of

they appeared to me. For they were large men of much power

And {there, my feet upon the small stones of the pebbled

shore ^f"the Sea of Galilee, d^d I see two fishermen^. And .

was much taken with how

i •• natieed/Tiow Simon, once he had puUe4' in the fish and.

eiupt±ed-trio note, came upon a tear in-tire net and with strips

does he prevent the losing of

caution, and yet did my voice

them. And I said without

have to carry what distance it

would take to cast a small stone, still I said, "Come ye

after me and I will make you fishers of men." And I said it 
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with great merriment and jay for I realized that to be

without ofchar mwt fir forty days is also a fast of much

emptiness,- and if I had seen men and women at the wedding and

in the synagogue of Nazareth, still they were not of my

choice, not friends nor -fallow hard workers and apprentices.

So I these two fishermen as good men, and loved
& 4/-//__

their hands as they cast their nets vrith j quiet ■diadem and -

thereby put a small spell upon the sea in order that they

might bring back many fish. And since I was a carpenter and 

knew less of water than of wood, thereby was I take;

their worl?-.and it was clear to me that fish might l»vc in-

fisherman be with his own if he is to take

speTl^^ithin the spell of water^ithot is abe-ut- thran; so must a 

such creatures into his net.

And so, "Yes," I said, and was like a man of wealth in

my enthusiasm, "come ye after me and I will make you to

become fishers of men." And between their eyes and mine was

a compact across this space of water. Now, for the first

time could I feel how many powers had God hpi me to wrench

from Satan. And that was in equal measure to how much Satan

had been willing to offer of his secrets in seeking to
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capture »*<J rV

Yet now with the help of the Lord could I use Satan's 

manner when speaking to many. I would address them with the 

finest courtesy and the most intimate exhiliration, as if we

shared among ourselves^ and only ourselves^the wonder of many

things.

And X recalled that before Satan departed he had said to
11 &

me, 'll—am ^ith high regard for you^ axui would^touch your
hand," and I had done so. Baing ufraid-of—Satan'-cmd^Onxi0115

the Lord's protection.

for him to depart, ass therefore/ had I touched my right hand
1^1 a>uj> r—s |

to his, and knew then/that/I had/surrendered a small share of 

Yet had God also w-Frmrh&rl muoh power from Satan. For no 

sooner had Simon and Andrew, his brother, brought their boat

to the shore and cast their catch into bags of 

than they came with me

small house. There was I introduced

down the

to James

cloth, enrk.

road to a

the son of

Zebedee and John his brother (even as I had two brothers with 

such names) and they, also being fishermen, were by the shore

mending their nets. Yet so soon as Simon called to them, did 

they leave their father Zebedee alone with his hired
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so I had to wonderof a rich man, andand John, were the sons

for diversion thanif they were more ready

Simon, whom I -30011

Peter would be with me in all hours but one.

"Two nights ago did we have a great catch of fish

nearly foundered, yet Iand the nets were so heavy our boat

prayed and we were saved, and in my prayer did I see your

sinful man, O Lord," whereupon I"Depart from me for I am a

took his hand and told him that he was a good man as well as

added that his presence would

strengthen me in Capernaum where we would do wel

servants, and they came

his knees, and declare:

would not bo Ar

despise. And as we walked, Peter chose to draw me aside and

along with us. Yet, these two, James

I could measure it. And I

for prayer. In

which case, I. had raade-^mi stake. Yet did

face^." Whereupon did Peter fall on

and would be 'my'rockT'Z'Which Peter is a "name for rock. And

And so did we go^/to the~ synagogue,
-- -

I preached the wisdom of John the Baptist.

pSn did T CapernaumJ.^with~~Tny”-four followers, and

if we did not speak, still^ there^was^ understanding between usL/)

I looked at each of them, and saw more to honor than to
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It was the Sabbath and many were there and I understood 

that congregation in Uke-i'yrinrjognnI spoke to

- Capernaum- of how

and Eve and then, fi&em/the multitude of menhad created Adam

created, so had He selected His own chosenand women He had

these people were His Jews, now were some

faithful but many were not, awn .nioatnici’f nut, and were

sinners.

judge with rm ei pent lynd- happiness, andHe could

accept in His Kingdom after their death.

Yet God had prepared a heaven for those Jews that

not keep mark of each day but lab cut nd

fishermen wbe kngw 'only When their own waters a&e read;
^5^2 zf"

I’ also krys^/rhey would not be learned enough to preach

h me this Yet was I eloquent by myself.

that if I had found Peter and Andrew and James and John ^buoy^i

at their labors on the Sabbath when all twrl; wag, faybiddani,

eavy i-nasmhCh .as- He

would He

it was because the'

Whereas those who betrayed the-CuiiuilJ'llLhliyii'tS and the law,

those who denied the presence of God before, them in their

souls, those who.chased after sin *rrd folly, would suffer

judgmentf other/Shades and depths. For as the stone steps

of the dungeon descend into cell beneath cell, so are sinners
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do not repent brought down intowho

So do they also know howsides of the pit step by step.the

as they recognize tooearth can tremble in earthquakethe

hell, and know thereby

late the power of that Hand which brings downfall to a 

kingdom. Even as a mouse is trodden underfoot! Words of 

great strength were in me, and I spoke with the force of a 

"Repent," dif /jjfiy. "and ye will have remission of all 

man who hefts a swordfl indeed/had/l/never felt such strength.

your sins." And by this doctrine of John the Baptist, did I

speak as one who had authority and my voice was lifted above

the singsong of Pharisees and scribes, who' in this

synagogue of Capernaum as in all others wouid offly- read from
<71

the scrolls in a weak and whining song, even a droning of the

spirit as if their throats had been dulled by much compromise

in themselves until now they could not ieak but from the

dying coals of their spirit as it hissedrand expired.
Whereas I was with ta-W voice, U,

I said, nor did I know I would gay thi-e until my 

voice rang forth: "Not every one that saith unto me, Lord,
Lord/ shall enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, ■tiany will sqv

.ma in that day,—’Lord- lord, wilt—thou cart nut 011-7
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devils?' 'gnu L11U11 will Lliuji bn lujL'OTHi. For I will say, 'I

u«Z/ **
And it was as I said. A man came forward from the midst

of the congregation and I could see that he was fearful to

others, and looking much like a brigand. His nose was

broken, and he*"had scars (on his face, an old brute with a

spirit so unclean that the stench of his body came before

him. Yet he cried out, saying, "What have we to do with

thee, thou Yeshua of Nazareth? Art thou come to destroy us?"

And mockingly did he/say, "The holy one of God!" ,

And I saw that his features had once been noble Jswfe had

been thickened with the blows he received by way of the

unrest within him. So I stood in my place as he approached.

And I stared into his eyes and said, "Hold thy peace."
cPtof HU “Q-—

I knew that his unclear spirit must be drawn forth from

his heart and chest even as a small beast is torn from a

burrow, yet did I also know that he had come to me so that <?

such <aw5Lfchoue|4*tec might be aei^-od and brought forth. Nor

did I have need of a magician's ring nor of secret herbs to

place beneath his nostrils, but with the breath of the Holy
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fame forth.Spirit I

of him!"Come out

it was then that this demon tore forth fsom hisAnd

And it cried aloud in a bestial voice •as—it oama out'throat.

it

into the midst of the synagogue, and benches fell

all

such disturbance was gone.

main

were they were pious people and their greatest fear, and none

greater, was to be closed into a room with unclean spirits;

they knew not how to resist them; so would they have no

traffic with people who gave entrance or egress to such.

Therefore did they now say' -and thRy^wrT-twnB "What

unclean spirits?"

/ffn&iean spirit mo inviailrltu, yet still was

thing is this? What new doctrine? Doth he even command

over. There was a wind on the floor, and dust, and then

said: *Htold t.hy peace

The good Jews of the synagogue were amazed. In the

And in that moment it was true that I felt as if I had

hurled a great stone far into the midst of the Sea of Galilee

and ripples had gone to every shore,-, for by the time my new

friends Simon Peter and Andrew and James and John and I came
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Peter and Andrew, it was as if I could hear accounts of my

presence

out of the synagogue and enfcer.ffd-into £t'he house of Simon

all the region of Galilee and
Ca

hashed forth in all directions to pTtrs. my words such

unto others.
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-18-

So full was I with the strength of all these matters

that when we came into Peter's house, and the mother of his

wife was lying there sick of a fever, I had only to take her

by the hand; that was encouragement sufficient for her to

rise from her bed. When she stood, so did I feel how her

fever had left and she was much heartened by this

ministration and cooked for us and we were well fed.

In that evening, friends of Simon and Andrew and James

and John came to the house with a few of those who were

diseased or who thought themselves possessed of devils .and I

felt ready for many missions.

Cures came quickly that night and brought me grrfrt joy

for I had no more than to put my hand upon someone^or kiss

them on the cheek^and out came many small devils^and by each

of these who came out so was the person before me able to say

farewell to divers diseases. And the devils, much

frightened, did not even have to speak as they issued—which 
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is just as well, for they make a terrible sound when aroused

enough to protest.

Then^in the morning, did Peter say to me, "All men now

seek for thee and I fear excess, and would caution thee

against the curious. They seek to witness miracles. And

they will form thy throng, and bring great attention to you.

But will that give power to change men's souls?"

Feeling much impressed with sudh wisdom, I asked after

his thoughts, and he told me how in thfwe^years of laboring

as a fisherman, he had been waiting for a sign from the Lord;

thereby, on seeing me^had he known that I was a prophet.

His speech gave me cause to think of John the Baptist in

the dungeon of Herod Antipas. And on my next breath did I
if'

know pain like a knifej^/iEhin my chest, ^^^the Lord had

given me great poweiy^, thereby was I also open to sudden

catastrophe, and I encouraged Peter and Andrew and James and

John to leave with me so that we might go to other synagogues

in Galilee and cast out devils there, as if fewer the devils

surrounding us, safer was my cousin^ >Afidinyself. Besides,

it would be better to do the deed and leave others behind
€> A('>

with wonder than to remain in the4-r circle until wonder 



8/5/95 115

had been converted to dissension. And I knew I was thinking 

with the wisdom of Peter.

In the courtyard of another synagogue in another town, a

leper came to me and knelt and asked, "Canst thou make me

clean?" When I was silent, he said, "Until I am clean, I

cannot enter the synagogue. Yet.if I cannot enter how may I

become clean?"

I did not know. To cure a leper was a miracle of higher 

I'/order^. muoh higher. But so did I also know compassion^ 

because of the pain in his eyes. And I whispered to the

Lord, "Grant me such power on this day."
trL-

As I looked at the leper, Gmd-.gavo me-to remember the

rod of Moses, and how God said to him: "Cast it on the

ground." And Jtoees did so, aad. the rod became a serpent, and

Moses fled before it. But the Lord also said: "Put forth 

thy hand and take it by the tail," and when Moses caught the

serpent by the tail, it had become again a rod in his hand.

And the Lord said: "Put down thy hand unto thy bosom," and

Moses did as he was told, and when he took his hand out,

behold, it was as leprous as snow, .a-w^God said, "Put thy

hand in thy bosom again," and Moses pwfc-J-iAi-fr-rmd his 
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boa-cim .nrjn vbtI and plucked it out, and behold, it was like his

other flesh. . , . / „

Hav-i-ng -remembered -1' g, T haaxui-G4>d—Day..-fcc~Jfre, "Do it,

and it shall be done^ even-ae if I-did-il-7" and I realized

that my Father was iwb offering tehosc powers once given to

Moses.

So, when I put forth my hand and touched the leper, I

said no more than, "Be thou clean."

And leprosy departed from him and he was cleansed. And

great a miracle was this^tebert I told him: "Say nothing to

any man. Go thy way and be a testimony unto the

commandments."

But he went out and in the hour began to blaze abroad on

this cure of his leprosy^whereupon he caused such excitement 

in the multitude that I knew it was

desert or 'ould be inundated with

time to go back to the

lepers. !■ did not need

the Lord to tell me that there were grave obstacles to curing

A *1 "1

For)-trf uUwus/Erue that the diseases of man were aisro

ranked and much like the angels in hierarchy of powers, J$o to 

cure the highest disease, which is but another way of saying 
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might God bealready from curing my first leper.

diminished as well fce^/Tt was by the aid of the Holy Ghost 

the lowest, or the worst, was to ask the Holy Spirit to
descend by ten more dimensions into the pit_/=lnd I was **

that I brought forth my cure^and what was the Holy Ghost but

the bond between my Father and myself?
' l/lx. XXX

SaszT"'£TecT "to the desert and told my followers that I 

would meet them in Capernaum.
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For a night and for another night I was with snakes and
/I Car-

scorpions and did my best to live wowto to them X/ithout fear.

In which practice I was not wholly successful, bwtyOid recall
UvdK?

—that John the Baptist could pick up a scorpion and converse

with itfwhile in hiis-hand-,1') nor did it sting.
—J

My return to Capernaum war* with good omen. The first

man to speak to me was a centurion with handsome armor upon

his chest, and on his helmet was an eagle. This Roman stood

before me, a proud man; who could say how many were dead by

his sword? Yet was he polite to me, saying, "Lord, my good

servant is sick of a palsy and grievously demented."

And without pause I replied: "Let me come and heal

him."

In increase of my respect did the centurion now answer,

"Lord, I am not worthy that thou should come under my roof,

but if you speak the word, my servant shall be healed. I am

a man who has authority to command a soldier to go, and he
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-geeth. And to another, I tell him 'Come,1 and he someth^

So, my sick servant will do what needs to be done should ye

give me the power to tell him to rise." /■ /•

And this centurion had tears in his eyes b» that(i

marveled, and turned to my followers and said, "Have I found

sc/gye-ort a faith in anyone so early,in—these. days? No, not

in all of Galilee." And I said to the centurion, "Go! Your

servant will be healed."

And thereby was it done. As others came to tell me.

And by this I knew that if all was well, so could I paoe some

of God's power over to others.

-tws pleased with the warmth of those who welcomed

me in the market and on the streets of Capernaum. Many

passed to give greeting, and Simon Peter told me that

Capernaum, though but a small city, was of great attraction

for men who did not know women but only other men. So also

was I told that such men would cover their lips with the

juice of red berries, and in the taverns, they would speak of

how the bravest of the Greeks were Spartans who lived

entirely as men in the arms of each other.

To which others would dispute as follows: "So did these
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Spartans also live with the sword. Whereas you live zC/ith

such coloring as women seek for their lips?"

Nonetheless, did I feel affection for these sodomites

,aiten—as—I eTioounterad—thpm—rn Capernaum.

spirit and gave welcome^ba-ae, and^ould

beneath a tree inasmuch as they were not

They were tender in

congregate about me

welcome in the

temple.

There, each day I preached of the incarceration of John
I \\ -Ko? £>4

the Baptist whe/Vas 'with”’me-in spirit at all times and all -

-bat—-upon—me, and -I of>oKa (571th the clarity that comes fa?on not

k-p.Qi.ring what givp^ fire to onc'c r-pnnrh hut nnly that nnplc
/ JT-C-m-A -fig >*->

thoughts are full and no word goes—in—s;raarrh of^dfhe next.

And more gathered each day at the synagogus' until there was

no bench to receive them, not even in the vestibule nor

outside the door. And one day -paiae ra man with palsy wholly

paralyzed and he was borne toward me by four other men who

could not even find approach because of the press of those

.n their desperation did these four; a

ladder and climb upon the roo even roke a hole between

two rafters so they could lower the bed of the man with palsy

ji&wer to where I spoke.
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And wteew I saw sweta exhibition of faith in meJso did I
„ So

also know that foe—desparataien. in/his bearers oeuld alao show—
-------------

proof that their concern for -this man vw^'V/orthy. ' Without, 

pause, did I say: "Thy sins be forgiven thee." Ear /by dint 

of the cures I had already accomplished^ I knew 'that those

who aro—ill and have undergone much torment and now came to

palsy w*rs.^qual in his suffering to the evil he had
. . "fa IS —>disseminated. In ftis case, jit woo- he did not 

believe he had sanction to move a limb. So I forgave him

without hesitation; his repentance was pig in his arms

and legs, and they were stricken.

Yet among the scribes of the synagogue there was much

affront. I heard one say, "Why doth this man Jesus speak

blasphemies? Who can.forgive sins? God only, no other."

So did I frjJAW/that I had been in error to speak without

caution. Yet already did—I- fi-hd -it difficult to bew^hc •

<presen®e—e^-^h®se==wi»®»>were pious. Even more noxious bw mu**"1

were the most pious; the odor of their sanctity was like unto

the death of shellfish when they die by the shore of that sea

which/had ince/been of nourishment to them.
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Whereupon I said, and still was I without caution: "Why

seek to reason these things? Know that the Son of Man hath

power jw'otwfch to forgive sins. So I say unto this man with 

palsy: 'Take up your bed, and go to your house.'" And the 

man arose, and neither was he a large man, but his bed he

took up and carried it forth from the synagogue before them

all; little.if he staggered it was only by a
/z

So were they

much amazed.

And on leaving the temple that day, a multitude from

Capernaum chose to follow me and again I did my best to teach

them in the shade beneath a tree. .
c? (1 w.Z

Each day did I come to understand^tetter fwELy^ehovah had

chosen me. I could see how God, my Father, in the breadth of
c? err 7

His dimension would be sore tried for patience witjjQis

considering how ofrten we ted consumed His charity by

repeating our sins and much repeating them. So wait! limn LUU"’

small-to eempi'e.he.nd Him.

understand thoig errors,

Thereby, did He have need of me to

even as I had known great emptiness

when I ted fasted and so could now comprehend those waste­

places in the temple of our bodies where no pride can stir

over one's good deeds, and the soul is a void before the
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memory of its sins.

Now, I could not say that the Lord spoke to me on every

day for there were many occasions when I was alone and

without Him. Yet when I roused myself from sleep, it wa**.^as

if He had always been there to impart much.

And in tjji I would know when the Lordteutoiee. • |

was speaking through me for then my tongue was with felicity

and my mind^with prowess I did not k»ew at other times. And

my utterances were of peril to me( many were the words my

heart would not have dared to utter if unsupported by the

Lord.
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Soon 1 istjg’ig to contemplate my need for disciples

who would follow me -gn every day of the year, and would work

at /thos^ daily tasks of which I had much ignorance, ahd^woul'd ~

have much to say to people of many kinds. So, when I saw

Levi sitting at the customs house, I said: "Follow me." And

said it for no more than,Cl-—could understand—in thic -bu§ that
CL L***. i/t c.i-t w<4 / . )

he had a good and aarxay^face^ ^And there was light in’~his Q-—-'

eye^f.

Levi inrog*- and?came with us. Nor did I concern myself
ClP

that -dwtinr Timm is a tax collector. Thereby would I ygt-

learn that nigh to few men in Galilee and Judea were as

unpopular as those publ-ircans who worked in customs houses,
\/e f~d

collecting taxes for Romans. Rather would Irineasure /a sinner?
' Z 9

^by- what gleamed in his eye. For even a man who would cheat 

others or would work for. the Romans oAteon revealed more of

God to me than I could skkj in those who were sinless but 

downcast.
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Moreover did I have need of twelve men^, (that there 

one for each of the tribes of Israel, twelve men who could 

to forgive them.

Yet couldilj also recognize,

was in their souls. For in that manner I always/able

return my look when I ct-a-god.-xt .thnm and allow me to see what 

mean/I saw such men as free of

as if God had given me the power to journey to the bottom of

the sea, that tn thein soul wh.Q wni 11 T,,qSown

was

him

Judas<4 yet ce boout-if-tri. tyith his dark beard that I wished
$<2J2

to be among my twelve even if I could not peiueivH what 

There was one for whom I could not declare such, and ke

every road with me. Or so I thought.

was in his ^n-innnmunh»an his eyes were too full of 

fir^Tj indeed, I was as if blinded by the smoke and fumes of

his spirit. Rnt—then—he wag the -snn nf.-a.w.ifta.ltiu,r jnrt —

hatod his--father Notwithstanding, I welcomed him. For he

claimed to love the poor, saying that he had been long close 

I choose

onae/I could gird them with the

to the
ki 4> ‘

me, and I hacfhope that.

despise them

twelve men who should be with

send them forth to preachy

power to cast out devils^
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named James, and Thaddeus, and Simon the Canaanite and Judas

meat in the house of Levi, so with the rest of my twelve did

Iscariot^of whom I have spoken^ -' —L-

tet ^n choosing these disciples^had I encouraged much

dissatisfaction among the Pharisees. When I would sit at

Artd for that must they come nearer and ii.iiui.it to me. If I
rd <e- VXCJ2. Ld „/> y t? r~ ae C'

had aXi-gadyzsimon Peter, a.l=n did T_baiw ^fame's, the son of

Zebedee, and John, the brother of James, and Andrew ^nd

Philip and Bartholonew and Matthew. ,and Thomas, and another 

many tax

before other

for the

many publicans and sinners sit also with us, and
kAcollectors now followed nte. Being full of shame

Jews, and heavy in their hearts that they worked
d id

Romans, such i.ibiJjWiUdl'i'j' luidQpuch need of me.

But when the scribes and Pharisees saw me eating with

them, so d-jrd they sjfeek to my other disciples, saying: "How

is it that he eaterh and dginJceth with those dregs?" I was 

not eager to widen what separation was there between myself

and these Pharisees of Capernaum, yet did I say: "They that

are whole have no need of the physician, but they that are

sick need much. I am here not to call the righteous to 

repentance, but the sinners.

ii.iiui.it
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&a£l- I debated how to tell these righteous Pharisees that 

in the house of Levi even while

to ponder

and were poor and unwashed, (for Levi was

by coining to know such people, as did I begin

grave question. And that was the absence of my

speaking to many sinners. Some, indeed, were of disreputable

sinners, having encountered the Evil Spirit, may even come to

know surfe±-tappetite/. Whereas the pious fester m

the weariness of their wars against Satan.

Father's presence in many who were rich. They did not use

^ho-bounty of their wealth for others, whereas here, at the

table of Levi, among these poor sinners who were his friends,

did I see how there was much petty injury each could do upon

another yet also much of simple pity would they feel for poor

friends beside theij£/so, the faces of thesgr- poor Quests? at

Levi's table shone for me with a dignity not unlike the grain

of unpolished wood that has known much exposure to the

goodness and wrath of sun and rain.

Such argument would not suffice when—withyscribes and

Pharisees; se would phew say to me, "The disciples of John

the Baptist did fast. Why do disciples fast not?" And
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there was so much to do in preparing the way for the

'God,; praise Him -with'thei'r words.

that they can never praise Him withso full of fear

their deeds

Yet did I also know that the pious would look upon me as 

us and we would be like all those pious who accomplish
p I n c p
nothing btrte' to

little time. One had to sup with -tetee sinners.

have with the wine. There was so

•se—wutrTU'-lL •£to fast would bring/down Jgloom/ among 

Lor<^ and"t(w much ministry yet to be accomplished^f-wi1 me be

f-aote-s---- niinrtst-ry-would be jmyf.ul_.and hayp—Grid—among—us-7—e-:

eating with the unclean and so would thoy believe I was

hiTrmiing unclean myself; so would my mother see it, and my 

brothers.

I knew oteternlste. /With the gifts given to me by my

Father could I now bripng salvation to sinners, and for that

did I need men who could go ^among thom^ Yet~~Sid my head 

whirl with the rend vertigo of the wine for so many were

the problems—and obstacles I could foresee. Efiaw^eWfy^pagan 

who would seek baptism and cast out allegiance to pagan
Q Ia i .

gods, would therm ba-a. familyf-imily,—to/cast him out-?
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shape—of—the"' bu L C.Tt'T""' ■

This difference was made worse on the day that my ... .

publicans walked through corn fields on the Sabbath/and

plucked ears of corn. Whereupon the Pharisses said, "To

pluck corn on this day is not lawful." And when I gave

answer, my voice was in a race with my cautions, so that my

speech was almost not uttered, yet did it gain a victory

after all, saying: "The Sabbath was made for man, and not

man for the Sabbath."

hand; many

to heal hiijj^fi

they were ready to accuse me.

was in my thoughts;

5 could nob

did .T-^a.y to the man with the withered hand: "Stand forth."

would my Father haeaej rebuked^ me;

Therefore, on this Sabbath in Capernaum

synagogue^ae—wae a man^there with a withered

Pharisees now watched to see if I would seek

Then, on the next Sabbath, when I entered into the

thoughts >b in error, so

/no rebuke had come.

eseif I did no

serve my Father

And I asked of the congregation, "Is it lawful to do
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shores of the Sea of Galilee which are empty. For Yeshua of

Nazareth would not seem like a god to the officers of Herod,

no, more like a poor Jew.
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Yet ^was^I^far from alone. My disciples accompanied me

to these wilder shores, and with them, came many from

Galilee. So did the word commenced by John the Baptist pass

through the hills and valleys of Israel, even into the

mountains; already were there men and women in this multitude

who came from Idumea and even beyond the Jordan, a great

And as they gathered about me, I was not ready to

speak for fear of being encompassed by their need; indeed, my

disciples were now obliged to comport themselves as soldiers,
and become -as^my^juard. Yet still did I feel the

consternation of many people and much agony to reach me and

to touch me, until so many were about that I was deprived of

the power to curq^and, truth, I had bruises enough to think

of my own sores when day was, done.

(my disciples to find me a small ship -that

could wait in a cove of the Sea of Galilee -re-that I could

be near to shore, but apart, and would preach from the prow,
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yet return to land long enougn~t5~^toueh-few.

And while waiting, I went up onto a mountain, but many

followed. I came down by another path to a town near

Capernaum and entered a house where I was welcom^j ana jstill 

'cTid I hear that one of these scribes had said to

did a multitude surround the house and there were scribes

from Jerusalem in the- multitude-.

another, "By Beelzebub, zfSrince of the devils, doth he cast

outz'aevils." And I knew great danger was there, ferr—nte and uiy

digctpTegV—Suoh word oould-overflow—the Land* Even as I was 

gaining knowledge of how to cure, so was a plague of ill

spirit swelling in readiness to oppose m^ _and it would

thrive in the hearts of the righteous; they would see my 

efforts as Devil's labor: For how could a poor man like

myself command miracles? J^sd/fiiany wcwse saying that I would- 1

thncp car-v-ed tablets.

deny the Ten Commandments and muc^ of^Ae law surrounding

ideed, good Pharisees and the-ir-j

"Kerites -and their priects looksS" to make a world where people 

/

were law-abiding. So c^id -I know lhatpl must speak to these

two scribes from Jerusalem who had come to look upon me,

-by-ihsir—eyes—d-id they appear/to be of ses»e wisdom?
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J?-
So, I said: "You call me Satan. Yet kww (.lien can I*-

oast him-otrte—and loavo h-i-o-devils upon" the' floor like—a- wind-,

of—dust?- "3?f I am a demon and- destroy^ other demons, Jmk am I 

cast:not destroying myself? If Satan/castaf out Satan, then he is 

a house divided. But a kingdom divided against itself cannot

stand, nor a house divide^ ^>w then can Satan rise up

against himself?"

fee ling the force of such argument, bWt a*

rage was in me, and most unexpected, for it brought rainn
sti^nger words to my throat, and I said: "I would warn you

All sins can be forgiven, except for he who shall blaspheme

against the Holy Ghost. Such a man is in danger of eternal

damnation." And these scribes went away without reply for 

But then they did not wish
-/*

was at war with all demons and their leader, the Devil

who commanded demons.
I-ndeed7^Tratl^lj spoken "rrr~fOTres~~sa'~*b'aief-ul—that—I—no—?

longer—knew—whose—ve-i&e—J—uttered.-—For .my Bather—hHd~rrot----- ”

seemed near to- me—ininst.aiit, and- so I' was' hot“Without”

thought -that- the-Devil- had. slipped -into -my argument. - Sti'IT-^* 
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d-i-d—;I- knowthat—one must"not—blasheme- against -the-Hol-y'GKO'St-
4

frn—Sp4-K-i t- was the bond—between-

It was a day of many ills. To this same house now came

my mother, and my half-brothers, James and John, and standing

outside they called for m^rjbut the multitude -peftfsacl

all about

one man Tn-thic w.n-<HiAajz^d "Behold, thy moth.

of wba-t my brothers had. toe

■the—outside - by -the—muirtitude-

I kn^w that my mother had come ,

with my brothers to lead me home. So when they- call nd again.

brethren are without and seek for thee," aud__I/fieard tehenr

my own devils. Thereby

could neither see them nor hear them. Then

^saying and my mother Mary /in fearful argument with I hi ill1, 111711

zby~performing cures on the Sabbath and consorting with

-surrounding the house, I could neither- see—them iror~ hear*—

insisted upon -them—and-

whtrrgupen I was as if in

said, "Behold, thy mother and thy brethren seek for thee,"

fever^ I uttered these words:

"Who is my mother or my brethren?" And looked around the 

room as if I had need of every man and woman in it, and said
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losoever shall do"Behold my mother and my brethren!

the will

mother."

how Mary

of God, the same is my brother and my

And to dative her awaymy thoughts

when young had filled me with fear of

sister and my

Romans and of

did I/£hink of

wealthy Jews who were of more consequence than ourselves.

Whereas I had need in this hour of much confidence and no 

fear.

Later did I hear that my mother wept when my words were 

repeated to her, and then did I wish to gather such words

back. For I owed much to her even if these joado t-ravoled -
i -L <7 ( 5 e>

together had never been smoothnot 'from my birth, and-.

that she

■y—wi-bh--my-ha4f.rhrQ.ther^> but....then. :co»l4,T--also kn^>w ,

had lived in much anxiousness over the great'.,secret.

th and—was never—without her-moot ■vnt.4-imr»t,e yirionc -
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In the evening,. sorrowing over these harsh words
44'LL/

concerning'^bor-ao ■ dfaf fa feel (much need to bo oalined by-tho—

sea and said to my disciples, "Let us pass over to the other

side."

Now, they had been feasting in all houses that bid us

welcome and I had noticed that the rich in these towns near

Capernaum were ready to welcome my disciples. So they ate

much and drank much and with few cares. But I had need of

peace. I was weary.

In these weeks they had brought unto me many taken with

diseases and^^teormonts, -and^ many possessed with devils} emd~

those who were lunatic^rid^'Kose-wLEh palsy; with all I had

worked to heal. And in each siiete moment when the Holy Spirit

cameHjo—Jtte <rrrd passed from my heart to my hand, thereby did
One-

touch make them well.

Yet, in each of ouch instant/, did I have memory again 
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invitation of the Devil. Now, therefore, rtwst I leap Qii*-

with the spirit of healing given to my hand onto the body of
tsf £ r y£J

whoever was before me. did my cowardice /hlso accompany

me with each cure.

had feared it with

j wotnu-

'eduaod; bralmng to Satan

For it is cowardly to fear death as I

would a ^part of me,

A new unhappiness of spirit commenced. Ancy^it increased

-d*d not feel unseemly pride overxmy cures.
d ? ipo ivi'^

-'Wonder whether i-w—mrmonl- nthnn-T bar) Innlrart to save my
< /"----->. / 
body [had ZT/t-to^wby'been joined (to the Devil in some manner J

oeuld ■ne^-^atahom, o^-that. no matter my loyalty to Gwd, still 

the Devi1^ New

recalling that moment each time^

make amends by

-ciyofa even as more people came toward us did I heal many.

Not all, but the better part of all. Yet were there a few I

could not cure. For these had a gr^t -Tvi-1 1 igbt- in
I i

their eye inrv ~ the darkest angels of Satan. /I knew I had

need again of the sea, or evan of a lake so large that it 

might be like, the sea. , .1 ,
W.4? as

And ce I—bo-ld/iny ?ija'aresX/followers to send away these .

multitudes. For it .wan-evening. And when most were goney'we ~ 

went quickly to a ship,' still were there some who
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C J
followed uc in smaller ships. And all aanw? (close to disaster

when a great wind arose on the Sea of Galilee.
The waves beat upon our vessel* awtMrXar covered it. -6*^

-oast*it were tumult for others, I knew naught of this </6r

I -slept(Tike one newborn^) peace was given to me by the

rocking of the water. Yet when they brought me awake, it was• >
to say, "Many boats will Joen founder. (Master, dost thou not

care if we perish?"

So, I r-n-)(jy tg-rcb,,.)r.n the e-j-m-m, said unto the

sea, "Bridle thy wind. Be still," jand there was calm. But

in truth, I do not know if I can take ^uuh-making—ed/ a

miracle unto myself for in the midst of this storm, still did

I sense on awakening how a calm was coming and so knew before

others that the end of the storm was wtco near. Nonetheless

did I take the pleasure of saying: "Why so fearful? Have

you no faith?"

And I could hear them, one to another: "What manner of

man is this? Even ds the seas obey him."

And the wharf where we landed was in the country of the

Gadarenes near the shores of Decapolis, a pagan city in the 

land of the gentiles, and I felt much 
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excitement yet also knew uneasiness^&ar this wa^neither our

land nor friendly^and we had come to a beach in hnnh which

were cliffs with many tombs.

Out of one of these tombs now descended a giant of a man
A

with a torch, (and his spirit was meet unclean^ ^Fns^fire °f

the torch was fierce from his breath. And quickly did he

come toward me. No man among^my^followers, not even Peter,

was ready to resist this man bind him, for as all could

see, he was a son of the nephilim v^B^are the fallen ones.

AwdUiis ancestors had been angels who had come to earth and

lusted after women ahd\an»lir children. And they were giants

and brought much violence upon usz a«d were^also pagans,

y^uch was this giant.

Yet even as I said, "Peace," oo did he stop^e<5^
"tCt y

But the said, "No man can bind me. *Jr.+-

Chains I break asunder. No man can command me."

"Then £xom where comes your fear?"

"I am afraid of all things," he replied. "By day I live

in the darkness of the tombs, and I weep. I tear at myself

with sharp stones. I cut my flesh. But of you have I heard^

wespd. So, I worship you. I know of you.
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"What have you heard?" I asked.

"That your eyes have a great light," he said, "and your

name is Jesus. And more have I heard from those who dare to

speak to me." And by the trembling of his lips did I also

know that he was ready to call out the name of my Father, and

this was a warning unto me that I not abuse his fear and that

I seek for no power over him even as he desired me to

exercise such power and free him of his demons. £¥ut also"'1

d-i d T'-think t-hat if took a gpnt tl.p...rat.hRr...than—a—JaM—fr-n'•*?
■^aee^'iil^'e'-Tue1; j-^jnd/Oil the while did he keep speaking, and

indeed it was of his devils. "-fcrl/speak in terror of who I

am. Know yo who?- I am he who contains more devils than any

other hers--been -S’tee-ftg—e-newgli Ltt support in his heart. So, I

adjure thee: Torment me not, Jesus! This is fair warning."
I was not without muetr^ear of my own ' in □poahiny-tee-.

this manf^he/ had more strength even than Peter whose strowg-fah.

was kin to a bull. Moreover did this fellow live in great

filthiness of person. His hair met his beard and

were like fards of the great rope that is used to

these locks
ta

holdrshfps

ih mumh-e-orgo) to their mooring.

Now he said: "I have fear of myself. I live in the
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tombs of those who are damned."

"What is thy name?"

He answered, saying: "My name is Legion. We are many, 

and the sum of this many are in me."

In truth, I knew that he was with many devils, yet was I

still £e*«ad/to speak directly, as if the hand of the Lord

was upon my bacl^T andj urging me forward: "The devils who

devoured King Herod are now in you," I said. "Release

yourselves, unclean spirits! Release yourself from Legion."

An I growled like a beast, even as Essenes do to enforce any
4

commandment they receive from the Lord. And as I growled, so 

did a great herd of wild swine come rushing out of the tombs,

and a turmoil of devils (issued from the throat of
7—Legion, /screaming'as they were put out- ^rrd^n their tongues ‘

I X-/
I heard, or so fseemed—ite-tee-me: "Give us entrance! Entrance/ k A~(
into the swine of Gadarene." fw that they saw as their

safety swse a demon must inhabit a body whether at human or a/

beast. But so then did I trick these demons^tof I gave

leave, yet did I also know that not even swine could bear

such a foul invasion. Wereupon these unclean spirits having 

poured forth out of Legion, rushed with a great noise into



the herd of swine, and they in revulsion (for they could not

abide the entrance of so many devils) irew ran violently down

a gorge into the sea. These swine were in numbers two

thousand^ Jmd all swth—hrvjg and wwa wete—elioJtcd in the sea,

all these swine of Gadarene. And thP-V—And the

demons with them. Nor oan I aay—that—T brink thnnghL £ur""tll'L'

pagano who ■ewiiied"Miftii't3‘{?ftH»"’Hiiih lirri -.t n
Ju /' >•' /

Others soon came to look at this man who had been

possessed by so many devils. But now they found Legion

clothed and bathed and returned to his right spirit. Yet

were the elders of the town of Gadarene afraid, and they

entreated me to depart from their coast.

As I returned to^y^sMj), Legion began to beg of me, -He

■'wanted—to come along. ^1 was near-tempted, for he would have

made a mighty apostle. Yet their number was already twelve—

no more could I increase such a sum, no more than I could add

another tribe to the twelve of Israel. Moreover, was he a

pagan. Mtwnnwnr, did—I o^p^ct that-tho-oop^^ti^r' r->g^n

fapem-alrl-et ~hrs unclean spirits* might—n-ot—tast—■thrwogh—

<,-rrrghtr. Yet also did I wonder whether this was betrayal of
<jTe♦-/Iff

the Lord's ministry to send such a man away; therefore, -aesti I
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feel no pride in my heart at saying to him, "Go to thy /
AM

friends and tell them what happened today." Y-eLzj—iii p'dTtr, -

i'l? did I still abhor the man, for I had heard the uproar of much
a

horror in those demons as they passed into the swine^—even'as*

ifahay perished.

After he departed, Legion spoke well of me among the

gentiles in the town of Decapolis, and I also heard of those

who did marvel at his words inasmuch as W>ny h;ad known—begion—

in former days aad all had been terrified of him.

Now, on my return, ac wo journeyed-by -e-Uip backn.feo
(i^

.again were many people /jatheredz-and I had to

preach to them from my boat.
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When I—came—finally tee" shore, one of the rulers of the
a

synagogue, and his name was Jairus, came forward to -mauh

o and thio man Jnirur fell at my feet; no one of the elders of

the synagague had heretofore offered more than a place to

teach (and this most grudgingly). Yet here was Jairus. And

he besought me greatly, saying "My little daughter lies near

death. I pray thee, come and lay hands on her that she shall

be healed and shall live."

And^n that way did I learn how faith was not unlike

loss of faith, inasmuch as both stole in silently around the

corners of the heart. I understood that if the rulers of the

synagogue had not shown me approval, so did it not mean that

I had failed to enter into teha i»j nisi run, y uf their hearts. And

feeling much strengthened by this, I went with Jairus to his

house, and without hesitation, and many people made a throng

around us. Still, at that moment, did I know that someone

had done something ill to me, for I felt all virtue leave 
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and I turned about and said, "Who touched my clothes?"

One o&-my

and thou aeiyejrt

Jidisciple/? said: "Thou seeest the multitude

•Who touched me?"1 But then a woman spoke in

fear and with much trembling and fell down before me even as

she ^spokc the^fcguth aridj said, "I have had an issue of blood

for twelve years and have suffered many bad things with 

physicians. I have spent all that I have saved and have only 

grown worse. But I have heard of you, and was among those

who were about you. From behind, did I reach through to

touch your garment. For I thought: 'If I reach his cloth, I

shall be whole.' And it was so. The fountain of my blood

ceased to pour forth."

By her face could I see that she spoke the truth, and I

felt gentle toward her pain. Such constant issue of blood 

left her ritually impure and so she could not go to the

synagogue, no more than the leper. 3o it -was/not hard to 

forgive her for stealing up

I told her, "Daughter,

behind me.
us iUJ

go in peace and /Se healed etguiir

tomorrow of this plague." And even as I spoke, came servants 

of the house of Jairus, and said to him, "Thy daughter is 

dead."
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Nor did I know what to say, for now I could fear that

the ailing woman had seized all virtue I had been garnering

to save the child.

Yet in that instant was my Father there to speak through

me, and I felt/fnore of His strength than I had known before

and saw how such power could be drawn from the bowels of the

earth and the light of the sky, inasmuch as my own sight was
So

now luminous to m<g7) and' I turned to the ruler of the

synagogue and said, "Jairus, be not afraid. Only believ^j^

and at that moment, I had hope the daughter was not dead but

rather rested in that long shadow of sleep which comes to
er M ~^c>

those who have-need of death. For out of such state could I 

save her. But I did not know if I could bring her forth

return from those who are truly dead.

Whereupon I recited to myself the words of the prophet

Isaiah, as indeed I would on each other attempt I would make

I said to myself:

in dust: fbr thy dew is as the"Awake and sing, ye that dwell

to raise those who were ^gone-'andjdeparted.

dew of herbs."

Then, suffering no man to follow me save Peter and

James, and John the brother of James, we came to the house of
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Jairus and saw a great tumult within where many wept and much

wailing arose. And wh^n. I entered^said: "Why make this

ado? The damsel is not dead but sleeps."

-Asd I said this to calm their voices. I knew that fo

raise the dead was a matter for silence; tumult can drive the

•dead further away. Therefore did I ask all mourners to go

out from the house and I told the high servants of this ruler

of the synagogue to return with Jairus and his wife, and by

their side did I go in to where their daughter was lying.

And I jtook hu.L, urid-jheld her hand, and recited those words I

remembered well from the scroll of the Second Kings, saying:

"When Elisha was come into the house, behold, the child was

dead, and NtM upon hio rest;—and Elisha wont in and <^hut tba

daor and prayed unto the Lord. And he lay upon the child and

put his mouth upon the child's mouth and his eyes upon the

child's eyes and his hands over the boy's hands, and he

stretched himself upon the child and the flesh of the child

was now warm, and the child sneezed seven times and opened

his eyes."

"And this," I said to the father and mother, "having 

been spoken, need not be done again." For I knew that if I
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lay upon the child and she failed to stir, incalculable would

be the damage. But, feeling the power of the Lord in my

hand, I said only, "Damsel, unto thee I say arise." And

straightaway she arose and she walked, a young girl of twelve

years. And her parents were astonished and ready to praise

me but I told them to give her to eat, and give with much

love.

The child, however, looked to me as one in misery, and

not happy by more than half that she had returned to the

living^, although, for truth, even at this moment^! did not

know if she had been dead. But I did understand that much

unhappiness between husband and wife
girl aneT^indeed it was apparent that

had laid a pall upon the

she had lived in a house

of many unclean feelings; no air was sweet in these rooms,

and those miseries which feed upon themselves were in each

I rr~i(M»t; (so were"the scents full of all that is stale. And

before I left, I also told them to fast and to pray and to

leave a flower in a small jar

morning.

And if it had all seemed

girl to rise, now was there a

by the child's bed each

simple when I told the young

weight on me; I realized much
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had been d^raine^from my limbs by the woman

garment and^drained again by arousing this 

who touched my

child who may not

have wished to live. So was I returned to my own gloom. For 

now I must wonder if I had done such deeds for^jay glory and

had owl upon God when it would have been better to save

His efforts for other matters. Indeed, I felt a desire to 

return to Nazareth, and be back again among my own people

where I could apologize to my mother for that hour in whioh I 

had wounded her love.
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So I came back again to my own country and my disciples

followed, and in Nazareth did I spend two days with ntf
jnefehar. And I do not know if matters were much eased for how

could she forgive "Who is my mother?"

On the Sabbath I began to teach in the synagogue, but at

once did I hear clear sounds of discontent, people saying,

"From whence has this man come? What wisdom is this?" And

when I told them of my works, of the leper and of the storm,

I felt a loss of modesty (and such loss was equal to

uncleanliness for me^Jyet it was for naught. I was not

believed. It was as if word had reached everywhere in

Galilee but for Nazareth. And I could hear them say, "Is

this not the carpenter, who is the son of Mary?" They were

e±«*sAy offended, and I wondered if any blow to pride is

greater than to be obliged to honor a person who has been for

years no more than equal to oneself, whereas now he is 

greater. So I knew that whatever word had reached Nazareth
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To which I answered, "Do you not loose your ox from the

stall on the Sabbath and lead him to water? Yet this woman,

stricken over eighteen years, cannot be loosed from her bonds

on that day when we celebrate the works of the Lord?"
\^a <=< *—

However ws this rich man &»e Pharisee ready^OQ debate,

and he replied: "Some of us do not loose our oxen on the

Sabbath. Faith is a narrow road." Which offended me. I

should have said: "Hypocrite! You, too, lead your oxen to

water jj>n the Sabbath in order that they not suffer
a# '•/£/,$

thereby ^decrease in valu^p" but I was oilent^ an hiring

without—w.i tnn-rr, and said merely: "Narrow is the way which

leads unto life, and few there be that find it. Whereas

broad is the way that leads to destruction." , „/j.

To which he added, as if he would come closer ito the

sweetmeat of the question: "TJie broad highway of simple

faith without peril^ <bwtgorily on fair days. For when it

rains, this breadth is as treacherous as a trackless mire.

Seek ye, Yeshua, for the narrow road that mounts between the

rocks, and do not look for cures on the Sabbath. Perr £hat is

the broad highway."

And he laid his hand upon my shoulder as if he were 
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fatherly and I was of simple faith; in the touch of his

fingers was the confidence of those who are wealthy. His

hand said to my flesh: "Respect my words. Much position

rests beneath."

me by the LordBeginning to understand that the task set for 

word alone.

of apostles toMany would oppose me and I would need an army

apostles/bring to

an army to carry

the word of the Lord. I knew that I would have to send

out my apostles without me 'in- urvleir th Mi to make

Yet with large armies comes discord

did I now see that faith might be simple for some, yet was it

„ Pfw a labyrinth to the Son of Man who now must wonder whether

each turning brought him closer to the light or nearer to

cures and teing1 baek (Others.

was immense, and I could not carry all of His

and confusion. So

iow left me. In my own

my twelve couldstand forth -g~~'nat Vr'iT each ofe> — *r

find his own twelve^and each of these new

us another twelve, then soon would I have

I was shamed by him. My powers

synagogue has\I without strength.
QJ . _____
//Yet was—I—rn, great heed 'tu urre-reomo all waaknoo-s.1 I woo

darkness.
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Yet did I sleep well on the thought of sending out my

apostles.
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—terx^TJas possible only if I never rested in my labors, and
never felt sorrow for myself^1 inasmuch—ers^the^destruction of 

Tf-T- wn.s I 1th imly *«ip.tn whom the txa-md—wetfld speakand -»

thevAhv pa<= -ijpoooeaood-'of-an lj«qaJ>ettibable,,"gpodT''<na.'ghto~4*ii ha,

that I could hQg.fcmT.r a—/y
5'6>u.J u.iPev*,

Yet did I also know that to be-happy as the Ouu uf' Lire1

each man was to be found in pity for oneself. And this was

twice true for the Son of the Lord£) so would it also be

twice-true for my disciples.

Therefore to them did I say many other things as well.
There was much to learnpwfcdjin short time, and much that I

said was harsh. For I was coming to understand that to

repent of one's sins generates much turmoil; the soul detoe^be®.

W-ith- -rtool'f -emd goes to and fro; thereby, a gentle word is

not always to be chosen when giving alert to -aa« on how to 

save themselves or othnr^

So I also told thejT^Jsa-ligton to-what. J gaid.,—but—wot to-

ynnrtn-itpan it- Fre Af there would be much they did not

understand, yet would it be enough to say the same to others.

"What ye hear," I told them, "is the wisdom on High, and that 

preach ye upon the housetops. And fear not them who can kill 
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the body but are not able to kill the soul. Rather fear God

who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. For God

knows all. Not one sparrow shall fall to the ground without

your Father's knowledge. So are the very hairs of your head

all numbered. Fear not, therefore. You have more value than

many sparrows."

What I told them next would not come without effort to

my tongue and was prideful. Nonetheless were these the words

of the Lord, and they were in my mouth, and I said,

"Whosoever shall confess unto me, him will I confess also to

my Father which is in heaven, but whosoever shall deny me,

him will I also deny before my Father." Then did some of my

apostles draw back for well did they know that they had

denied me in separate ways and some had not been ready to

declare to all they met that they were of my cohort.

So did the words that came next partake even more of

God's wrath. I looked into the eyes of each of the twelve,

and said: "I am come not to send peace but a sword." And if

such was at variance with all I had said before, if I had

cured many and calmed a storm at sea and raised a young girl

from the dead, so had I come to bring peace on earth. Yet,
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Also can I say that each fear was terrible. Each came

upon me in the middle of the night when my limbs were heavy

and my heart sought to flee. Yet no road appeared and there

was darkness in my dream.
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was not a

had heard

God would

there had

sent two of his disciples to me

doubt in me, it had come only

the one who is to come? Or do

Concerning these fears, the first was the worst, for it

-.-t l.i-tenew/ that "John the Baptist was dead. He
' <^«e,<x,AS

had been slain in his dungeon at Machiawaam■ and King Herod
A

Antipas had commanded the deed. 4tor in all the time that I

of John's imprisonment ailed to believe that

set him free fui the Lima" must Lrcncap*
it

been anything like
, It I t-t

because John fe»em prison had

and they /^h|d asked, "Are you

we look for another?" And my disciples argued much about the

question for they were distrustful of John's disciples and

said John was jealous of m^pwhereas I knew that if John was

not certain, it was due to what he would have heard of /v
• if1 fty

’—my judgments r^rey-teeing.-of—lese fire than hiig^and ’I was sad

that John no longer knew (even as the walls of a dungeon

weigh upon thought and bend certainty) who I was, nor could

he have understood how my power to work miracles was as a
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to come after him, or must he search for someone else?one

lo that from his dungeon?And

Or had he been disappointed on meeting me

see

them who are born of women,

than John the Baptist,'" and when they did not understand

■addad: HNetwithGtandingj.he that is least in the Kingdom of

Heaven is greater than John."

d f 11y T '-ronrlp-rpd if h

his

death J and it waa af grcrw

VW
sign that the Kingdom of Heaven was near and I wacr<its

John was now risen from the dead, and was jrtew^bringing forth

mighty works and miraclesT Jaan did others say that John and

messenger.

Still did—I euffar—a-te—how he must wonder if I was the

me as the one to follow? So I said to his disciples:
Ct HA-/

"Blessed is ^heeeever /ShalTnot be offended in me," and to my

own disciples I defended John: Verily 1 tidy unLu yuu, Among
.ij-

I—s-upped—with-^i.»n&u^.fiuustiy-Ji-i-s.-undlej^tundiHg>«=“h'owy~t±rerr;

iirmld I be the tn c-Qme?— .

Out-, of "ena-ety-laok^e-f—readinessr to understand ’John's peril

in the dungeon at Machoarc era -gacaw 



Jesus were one. And I knew a.foar^not far in magnitude from

the awe eeeasionad by God's voice. For Herod Antipas was
U £» £»/•£ •Q<‘7'£iP P'A y

mighty -awd of ugly consciences'll^ he had’ slain John the

Baptist once, so could he murder him twice. /y^ ,
K J 1 <P fc-l  
Th-eso^were the circumstance^as~relate3” to me by my

" ""x ' I p U. 15C1 -
disciplesk First had Herod imprisoned John b&efcuoe. the

p^oaohdr-had-ourd to him, "It is not lawful for thee to have 

thy dead brother's wife." And it was true. The Lady

Herodias, once wife to his brother, Philip, was now espoused 

to Herod Antipas; thereby did the Lady Herodias form a great
animus against John, and would gladly have had him killed/'?'^2’

Indeed, was Herod Antipas »&w obliged to send forth his guard
'At*"’'

-ageinst-■ John and bind him in prison. And this/^one for her

sake. Rare is the monarch who is not weak before the 

righteous wrath of a wife who knows she is not righteous.
k_K9s»j.

Yet, Herodias could not brin3^erod-Antipas^to order

execution for the Baptist. By this much did the king still 

fear him.

lords and high captains dane&d-'the daughter of Herodias

On the birthday,—however,^, of Herod Antipas, a feast was

I to him in the fortress of Machaaoao/ And be^ea?e/his 
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pleased^ toiwrB Herod

Anti^as^that when she was placed in a seat of honor beside

him,/he said: "Ask of me what^gfi&ve^thou wilt. I will give

it." Then Salome made light toacoA him upon the

solemnity of such words, saying as how they had been spoken 

to the air. Why were they not inscribed on parchment?

Whereupon Herod Antipas took a vow: "Whatsoever thou

shalt ask I will give it thee, even unto the half of

my kingdom. That is my oath."

Thereby was my cousin's death JcIjulminuil' und made
< /e ^7

certain. When thn, rnTiH^el offers an oath, it is like unto the

keel of a ship that he builds for his soul^aniJ fui liiL"*

JfinijAom; the oath strengthens him. Whereas to break an
oathj/is to be damned by the bloody acts of one's followers

and the filth of one's own deeds.

Salome went forth to her mother, asking: "What shall I

request?" and Queen Herodias said, "Nothing less than the

head of John the Baptist."

Whereupon Salome returned with 'ha-s^c unto Herod Antipas

and made her demand. Now, for his oath's sake, could the

king not reject her. Immediately did he send for an
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executioner and declare that

him'on a bowl of silver; on

Salomegive ttu_s—&ai-

the head of John be brought to

receiving it, did Herod Antipas

And she is said to have danced

with the head 'i = r 2J_*jg before all.

Hearing of such matters, I did not sleep^ -BeLweGir Hiji

Irovo-of—salvation and my fcai? of Headed.,.Ant ip ~in , looked for 

solace in the thought that God was often near to me while

Herod Antipas was in his palace and far away.

Yet, in darkness, in that tour after I was told of

John's death, I wept. His way had been hard, and he had

prepared a path for me. Of John, who knew naught of

SWctmoQt - or wine, still did they say that he had a devil;

now of me must they say, "Behold, a man bibulous and

gluttonous, a friend of publicans and sinners." My apostles

would have many enemies wha.wnnid °pp me aw-Ui'-l i'huj i'rtri",ll II fffb

And I knew, even as I dared to look upon o-f^it^ that I

had much terror of the Romans. For with all else, who was I

but a poor Jew? So I blessed the centurion who had come to

me, and had had faith in me. Thereby had he lightened my 

burden and made smaller, if by an iota, my fear of all 
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uprising of the Jews'a»d so wau-ld I be seen as the leader of 

centurions and their legions and their mastersv

Yet I could not deny that Herod AntipasZHa 

such an uprising, my ministry imperilled by John's

death, and j&e/wasll/linked with him.
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And in my grief and in my fear, in that time when I

sought to calm my thoughts upon the death of John the

Baptist, there came a day when many of my apostles returned 

and had much to tell melwlreir I u-anic to moot them of what they 

had done and what they had taught. With much woe did they

te.14 me. of their travels and of attempts to cure others. 'Par •

\^ith few had they succeeded. And I, wishing to learn more
J*'' *0

concerning such failure, .yetr could deterine little. For so 

many were surrounding us that we did not have peace to sit

together. And cxmeerning i;i,i&h-f-ai-luroE did—they—indeed ■ brave—'

hTathcf and con among them;—whereupon Llie ■ fa-therv^aid to me:
"Withal does my son have a dumb spirit^^^f t^ieresoever I take

him rlac- he foamjfrom his mouth and with much gnashing of 

teeth, and thy disciples could not cast out his demon &wr he

has been with it even as a chilc|-p and it seeks to destroy him

for he falls into the fire and into the waters, and all seeks 

to destroy him."
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Indeed did the boy fall to the ground at this point and 

from his mouth hw £mumi_dT'o
I said to the father: "Canst thou believe? All things 

are possible to he who believes."

The father was in tears. Then he cried out, "Lord, I 

believe. Help thou mine unbelief."

And by this |was^ljmoved more than by anything ofc her he

could have said, for from it did I learn that even in faith

which absolute are there portions without faith^ yet with 

honesty of reply^can much be remedied. And so I rebuked the

spirit that was in the boy and charged him to come wt/and 

enter no more. And the foul spirit made many sounds of fehe

such ferocity that I could see the boy's body

being racked sore by the convulsions/?)then did it come

out of him and the boy lay as if dead until I beok him by- tha.

’'hands ami lifted him and gave him back unto his father.

Later, when we were among

ask me, "Why could we not cast

And I hardly knew what to

than "by prayer and fasting."

ourselves, so did my disciples

him out?"

tell them and murmured no more

Which I did not believe. It

was by the father1s honesty that I was given my means to
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cure, yet by what means could I tell my disciples how to

search for a cure?

Thereforo/ we

-c-e. i >/ <stu*!*1’*^ 1<jC.
departed by shin^ft inaomugih hf Matthew knew 

many ship owners and thereby was owed many favors; as a

publican he counted their taxes. Still, people saw us 

departing so did they follow on foot around the Sea of

Galilee^ and even as we landed on an empty shore adjoining

the desert, a group came toward us, and there many among

them, hundreds.

fts?=t the spirit of John the Baptist within me; what he had 

commenced^I must strive to finist^ and I told myself once

more that I had all things great to protect me, being not a

prophet but the Son of God. Moreover was the need of these

people as quick in their hearts as sheep without a shepherd

So I sought to teach that day but do not know that much was

learned for when seed is cast in handfuls and by haste, one

cannot say where it falls nor how much will take root. I

kaaw only that when the day was spent, my disciples said,

"Send them away now that they may go back into the villages 

and buy theme ol'pe-g bread. For they have nothing to eat, and 
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here is but a desert."

But I was feeling exaltation that so many people had

walked over so many sharp stones to join us,1 -and I wished to

have nothing of the spirit of nay-saying. (In concord could

I feel the Lord's hand my elbow.) So, I said merely:

"Give them to eat."

My disciples said unto me: "Ileiu WL! Udll'lTor r.ixid—twn r

■hundred npnn^r^h ^Tt is you who must provide.

Did you not say to us on the last Sabbath: 'Take no thought

of: "What shall we eat?" or "What shall we drink?" For your

heavenly Father will know that ye have need of all these

things. Take therefore no thought for the morrow.'"

And I said: "How many loaves are among you?"

And upon looking, they told me/five barley loaves and

two dried fish.

Whereupon I told my disciples to seat all our followers

in companies upon the ground. And I took the five loaves and

divided them exceedingly small so that there were a hundred

pieces of bread from each loaf, and each piece of fish gave

up (twice two hundred and wece small morsel^/) and with the

five hundred of the bread and the five hundred of the fish, 
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each morsel not so large as the tip of a thumb, so did I pray

^over them before passing all of such to each of the

followers, doing it myself for all five hundred, laying one

flake of fish and one bit of bread upon their tongue^-, and-^— 

'tach person -fa&ek these fragments into him-;—und iir su doing-,

so did morsel/ expand within my wa head, find fjfiGtl — 1

f ragmente■■wag" fi'id.-fed.-with muah -of—-the" s"trerigtH' Of WlfcrU--Ged—-

gave "lilt!;tills ■'strength1 was shared with each of my followers.

And so completely that few among^the^e hundreds of
followers did not believe that'^^been-given a fish whole and

a loaf of bread entire to himself, a triumph of the Holy

Ghost rather than an enlargement of matter. Which for the

Lord is also but a small deed, since the heavens and the

earth did He make out of nothing.

Later, I can say that this story was .niwi-i multiplied by

Mark and/'b“y“^fi.o's'e“T71!o would say more than Mark such as

Matthew'and Luke. No angel appeared in the sky, nor aught of

the manna that God gave to Moses and his people. But then

such was the power of the blessing that the Lord had given

into my hands that all, as I say, were satisfied and we 

shared in the fellowship of a banquet even as once a year in
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earlier yoags^/" artisans who had worked with wood and stone in

Nazareth would gather, and there were many of us, and we

would eat in a green field with much joy and wine. So was

this feast in the desert equal, even if Mark gave me not less

than five thousand loaves and hundreds of fish and burdened 

my disciples with twelve baskets of fragments to bear home^j.

whereas we were five hundred, not five thousand.

But then, exaggeration is the currency of the Devil, and

no man is free of Satan, not even the son of God (and 

certainly not Matthew, Mark, Luke, or John^T) so I knew that

my followers would exaggerate my feat. Yet I, jalso knew

better than all that by His will, did ^^prefer each miracle

to be appropriate to the need thereof. For, even as waste

exists in all forms so in the working of miracles can also

( case­

wrong. ,/'a'“iittle iater7*~to ......
(

separate myself from^the^people, I debarked with my disciples

in tb~ ohip and we went^to Bethsaida on the other side of

this Sea of Galilee.
V Ci- ■

And when we landed, oo did- I teei-I my disciples to sleep

on the ship i..n the .Sa? nf Ga.JU.lee. while I was alone on the

be extravagance.

Yet, again, jwa
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land. And this was from my own need hncaiisa- phe strength to

be more than a prophet oomae not only fro* the Lord but

knowledge gained in one's work fijaetn day to day; so did I

have need of hours to meditat^^ whereas my disciples would

have chattered ~i)naiit mr like a throng of children and none

would have found benefit. If I would have them ready to work

miracles, so were they still like children.

I went up therefore into a mountain apart to pray and

would have laid me to sleep, but as evening came, the ship

was tossed with waves, and much wind. And as I saw them

rowing I could joc(that my disciples were ill at ease

and without rest and so I came down from the mountain and

commenced to swim to the boat, aut f-trfay in me much which

would lift my spirit^ and thereby was I up and above and

beyond the waters, and lo, I was waling upon them and full of

the buoyance of my Father^-ind T-<i8iild -hear~'His" lajughter at my

pleasure in so walking upon this water, and(His laughter woa

mesre upon my supposition that in miracles thnrc cun ulni~ Yir_

extravaganc^for even as

creating the world tread

is said in Job, so had the Lord 

upon and trampled upon the back

in

of

the sea^wherein are the high places and the great waves, and
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by such force, I, now walking upon water (if with a gentle

step) had inkling of the power of the Creation. For when He

spoke to Job out of the whirlwind, so had he told him, "Here

shall the proud waves be stayed," and He had "entered into

the springs of the sea" and He had "walked in the search of

the

but

depth,"

knew it

and much had I read of that in the Book of Job

now as/the waves beneath my feet, and—upon—thoo

uiiyl'rLji vatai'sjhad Jatfte prepared my path^and He was laughing

and in joy at my admiration of Him. And so did I know of the

extent of His domain inasmuch as before the day was born and

the water and the earth so was He^p and He had brought my

east and had gathered me from the west, and soseed from the

ail vision of the Kingdom of Heaven when ruth I had been

in great fear of me iable to perceive of much in the

filled of late with

beatitude did I

lany cups of wine<j and with such

ake long strides and was so immoraed—in^the

presence of my Father, the creator, (even as I walked on 

water) that I did not wish such joy to end. and,would have

passed^"by TKe*5ba"t of my disciples wherein all were rowing

’and' with great fear of the storm,could not^for they wi

could He control the waters of chaos. And I knew joy hayand
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_____ I
dark aad so ^1 was a ghost^T) but then^Jiud jLhujJ UU^R"
separated from me by afternoon and night, awd- for certain^ 

could not expect to see me in such a manmner and walking upon 

not afraid."

Peter, being much aware of ttee small miracles he had

worked in curing the ill over these last weeks, now said 

"Lord, if it be thou, bid me come unto th — t tn? -.mli 'i*"

Which was to say that I was not a spirit. And Jr added, "Be 

the water. And I heard many voices crying out in fear fete

wa-sy'a ghost, but I said, "Have courage. It is I. I am."

And I said, "Come."

But when Peter stepped out of the ship with the thought

that he would /walk, so did he also see that the wind was

boisterous and he was sore afraid t-te»n that he must sin^ and

thereby did he sink, crying out, "Lord, save me!"

I stretched forth my hand and caught him and said: "0

thou of little faith! Wherefore didst thou doubt?" And I

was back with them. And my Father was no longer so near.

It was then I knew how Peter's wish was to be loyal.

Yet would he fail me. For his faith was in his mouthy-te*t not

in his legs; so did I know the woe of understanding that it
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was not the sentiments of men that revealed the presence of

the Lord, but their deed^} this did I not only know to be

true, but worse: The Devil, having made much study of the

Lord's words, had become skilled in the art of good speech;

thereby he could utter glorious sentiments worthy of the Lord

and stirring to the heart, yet naught that was good could

come of his words. So, thinking this did I feel that I had

come further away from Satan than before, and I was

heartened.

Wherr Peter and I h~~'J "ruin: back to the ship, isfee— '

disciples worshipped me in a way that they had not before,

and said, "Of a truth, is it that thou art the Son of the

Highest?"

Now they had said this many times and on each occasion I

could hear in their voice a small part that spoke the truth,
and indeed ^werejsomejcoming to believe that I was not less

than what they asked; yet was there another portion in their

not yet believe in me even if

through many a day had they come nearer. So I understood

that my good Peter might wish to be loyal but could fail me.

Before the presence of great joy, it is the nature of the

heart to harden itself when it cannot share such wonder.
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-28-

Whon T-’p- landed aaait^after this night at sea, we wore in

Ik the land of Genesseret and once more did multitudes come to

us, and even those who were sick on their beds were carried

out to me; wherever we entered a village tiiat manring, so

were the afflicted laid upon the street. Many besought me,

and would declare that if I had not time to cure each person,

might some touch the border of my garment? And^truth, many

who touched me were improved.
By midday, jwas^/lj weary, by evening, low; my garment was

imbued with the entreaties of many. And when I went to the

synagogue, so did I find Pharisees there and some from

Jerusalem with scribes among them; it was not long before

they wished to speak of their concerns.

For in that day after our debarking, had they seen my

disciples eat bread with defiled hands. Some of the

publicans had not washed. Was this not only a sin against

the law, but a revulsion? The publicans, sitting in each
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village square, had been collecting tax for the Romans, and

handled coins from early morning until they were done^

whereupon they were gambling at night with such of those

coins as had been appropriated to themselves. Filthy were

their hands with money. Whereas the Pharisees, when

they come home from the market, will not eat except that they

wash. And I, having known much piety in my youth, could see

ay foliuwu-L.^ with the eyes of the Pharisees.

Yet did I also understand that one cannot give an

honored place to the pious. For, no matter how much is done

in the way of observance and custom, still are the pious

never satisfied. Even if one would obey the law, one cannot;

the laws of observance are always written by those more pious

than oneself; each time, then, must one's heart bow down

before the woe that the law, if by a tittle, ted been broker^

night, therefore did I stand before the Pharisees in the

jjne has failed God again. Weary as I might have been on this

synagogue and speak to them like a physician, saying:

"Hearken unto me, evuy une u£' jiuu, and understand: there is

nothing feem■without that can enter into a man and defile

him. It is the things which come out of a man^tehat wi-ll
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efetrl-e- hiHr. Those who have ears to hear, let them hear."

Much low and unhappy murmur was the response of these

Pharisees. Within the synagogue, in the presence of the

altar^jhad I spoken of matters that were unclean, yea, even of

the uncleanness of man himself who, as he lives, must

pollute. So my words proved offensive to the altar.

But I was speaking to my twelve and my followers, and n
not cease: "What enters from without does not pass into a

man's heart but into his belly, and goeth out again into the

drain, purging all meats." And I spoke with such purpose

that I knew they heard me whisper as to myself, "That dirt

which is on the hands of a man is as nothing." Then I said

aloud, "But that which cometh out of the man can defile the

man. For from within the heart of a man can issue evil

thoughts, adulteries, fornications, yea, murders, thefts,

covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, blasphemy,

pride, even to the evil eye—" And I had no breath to go on,

such was my indignation. "All such evil things issue from

within and defile the man."

And I was surprised by my anger which had come upon me

in a host of fury sufficient to seize my breath, and my anger
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was against those who scolded others for not washing, yet

hardly knew how great was the sum of their own evil within.

How then could they not be terrified of evil that came to

them from without? Of even the dust of the road and the mud
f__ i'/^

, of the fields were they afraid, tor as they'juould only—See

it. mote of"hdh-observahce"~i7oilild—ti^^^nbalance the

scales within. Whereupon^ they would have sinned.

I left the synagogue. Before the night was done I had

even cured one who was deaf and had an impediment in his

speech, and by no more than putting my fingers into his ears,

whereupon he spit, and I touched his tongue, casing him to

look up to heaven and sigh, and I said to him, "Be opened."
.And^/is ears were opened and the string of his tongue was

loosed and he spoke. And I smiled. For now the Pharisees

would have to say, "He obeyeth not the law of washing, but he

maketh the deaf to hear and the dumb to speak."

-AertOn another occasion when multitudes had followed me

to another waste of the desert where I hoped to retire for
the day, again JwaTjthere^ nothing to eat^ yet if I sent these

people back to their homes, they would faint in the heat-cm—.

way. This time did we have seven loaves, and again I
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broke them into little pieces and gave them to my disciples,

who passed them on, rank on rank, file on file, and all were

satisfied.

But I remembered the hour when the children of Israel

wept in the wilderness and said to Moses, "Who shall give us

flesh to eat? We remember the fish which we did have in

Egypt, the cucumbers and the melons and the leeks, the onions

and the garlic. But now our soul is dried away." And no one

had been pleased with the manna that God sent down. The

people had gathered it and ground it in mills and beat it in

a mortar and baked it in ovens and made cakes of it; but

still did it taste of oil and coriander seed. And when dew

fell upon the camp in the dawn, so did more manna fall with

it. People wept at the taste. Every man was lamenting at

the door of his tent, and the anger of the Lord was kindled,

but so was Moses also displeased. And he said to the Lord,

"Wherefore have I not found favor in thy sight that Thou

layest the burden of all this people upon me? Have I

begotten them? It is too heavy for me."

And Moses asked the Lord to let him die in his

wretchedness
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So the Lord said, "Ye and your people shall eat until

this food comes out of your nostrils and is loathesome to

you."

And I knew of Moses' exhaustion. For is not such

fatigue of the spirit like unto a twisting of the limbs

wherein new pain enters into the old^ I knew that the

Pharisees, on hearing of how I had fed a second multitude,

would .say only btete/Iconsorted with sinners.and by that—had

-L^don-icd all else. But then, they were without miracles.

-A«d--&ame^sensing the wearniess-of’ my spirit, /were ready to

ask on my return to Capernaum I / show them a sign from

heaven. Wh&roupoiT I told them that I had given many signs,

nor did they see them, for their hearts were hardened. And I

set out on the road to another place.

When I entered Bethsaida, a blind man was brought to ne^
I took him by the hand and leScT him out of the town so that

no one should witness the cure.

And when I had spit on his eyes, and put my unwashed

hands upon him, I asked what he saw.

And he looked up and said, "I see men as trees walking."

To which I replied, "That is because men, like trees,
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bear the fruit of good and evil, and are divided by it."

And then I put my hands again upon his eyes and he was

restored and he saw every man clearly. And once again I

said I sent him away to his house, "Neither go into the
'fCt /■> 5 >

town nor tell it to any^ "/"because- my heart was laden with the^

depletions of myself and what might bo, er so was I coming to
fear<^hZ fatigue of God in supporting m^which thought I did

net dare -to say aloud. X—2*-^ JI t ,

Yet with it all^did I also have the belief on most days

that my Father was there and strong. For when I was

disconsolate, and km1 wpiMiwh^ wretchedness like Moses^and was

ready to cease all effort, so would come surcease of despair

r.-rTm —fmr—my s pi-r i t ■---- And I would remember walking on the

water.

Yet were there^lso^nights when I would awaken and now.

know who I was. once, passing through the towns of

Caesarea Philippi, I asked my disciples: "Whom do others say

that I am?"

And some answered that I was seen to be John the

Baptist. Others said Elijah. Still others said: "They do

not know, but say you are one of the prophet: Ci



And I said, and my heart was -feoafaj ng~ "But whom do ye

say that I am?"

And Peter answered, looking at me in much modesty; it

may be that he too was thinking of the hour upon the watery .

and he said, "Can one.-say_ that thou art ) f

•the Christ?"

And that msj Lltii!1 (ctlii if I was an ordinary man in all 

ways but one^, yet boing ■ aonot ituted thus at; nrdin^T^y-p so was

I erhao made more certain by Peter's words. And I loved Peter

for the strength that his conviction gave to me; it was as if

I knew with more certainty than before that I was indeed the

Christ. But then, if I was the Son of God, it was of that

part of God who had chosen Man for one of His names: I was

the Son of Man, and so perhaps I needed another such man to

recognize who I might be.

In that instant would I also learn the deepest truth of

exaltation, ^r now I understood that to receive what is

best, one must also share the darkness of spirit that lies
y\<2^

jaleee to all that is radiant. So I told my apostles of a

dream that was coming to me night upon night, and it was a

dream I had not yet imparted to others; still on every night
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the Son of Man must go to Jerusalem and would I dream that

the chief priests and the scribes and bethere be denied by

dream following upon the first

told them

began toof the first dream and of

dissent, saying, shall live"Nay, ye

you.

lies so close toI knew why darkness:hen

exaltation. I comprehended thatFor

to work miracles and not because I might teach for my power

them to love

Then Imen.

did not know if I spoke the truth or was merely relating what 

was bwt the strange-flavor of a dream, still I repeated— 

"whosoever shall come after me, even if he lose his life for 

If I be killed and after three days, rise again"—and I

killed; then, in a so, after

the second, my disciples

if they loved me, it was

others. If they preached like me, it was to 

of Man rise again. As Ithree days, would the Son

increase the power^F the.ii—pwh existonee? they did not

preach in pity for others. And I rebuked thenQ saying: "You 

savor not the things that be of God but the things that be of

we with

my sake, shall save it. Whereas he who looks to save his

life shall lose it. For what shall it profit a man if he 
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shall gain the whole world but lose his own soul?"

And I looked into each of their eyes, as if to see their

soul exposed at just that moment when the miracle of faith is

there or is not; in none of their eyes did I see more than

that T*~i jM: upon the spirit which speaks of self-sustenance.

I had been ready to fnnna»nind push them into faith but now I

realized that I too was acting from no depth of pity for

others; only out of that other force which itself searches

for power. And I sighed at the intricacy of the heart. This

much can I say: they sighed after me, as if all of us knew

how close we had come to what was truth yet how far away did

we remain.

And in another day, and soon after, feeling a desire to

be close to Peter and to James and to John (being those with

whom I had commenced my ministry) I led us up into a high

mountain apart from the rest, and we were there by ourselves.

Yet, not alone. A cloud followed. So had such a cloud been

there^ in the hour when Moses raised up his tabernacle on fefee

Mount^'and' a cloud came to cover the altar; in the evening on

that tabernacle had been a flame. The tabernacle of Moses on 

the Mount was now covered by the cloud during the day and 
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stood forth in the light of the fire at night.

And if the children of Israel had journeyed through the

desert for forty years, so at each place where the cloud came
to restj/Aiad they pitched their tentsr^) and they had only

moved by the commandment of the ^eud’ to move and take up

their journey again.

And here were we, at rest beneath another cloud. Even
^<=r t

as I pondered on such matters, da-d Peter come to me and say^ /

"Master, let us make three tabernacles: One for thee, one

for Moses, one for Elijah."

And when he had built them and the cloud above us did

not move, so was the day dark; still did I notice that my

raiment was shining. We -and

£xceed-ingi-yt-whi'be‘^-a-nd-a-.sma<lt"-wond®r!“

In that moment did I see Elijah standing near to me and

next to Moses, and it was a vision; -std'M?^eu-ld«i--'9a.y--tfeaU~

they were talking to me^ But -it'was. in the language of

tongues, and I understood not a word. Yet did another voice

come out of the cloud, and my Father said, "This is My

beloved son; hear him."
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And I said to my three apostles, "What have you seen?"

And Peter answered, "I have heard, but I have not seen;

he who sees God will surely die."

And at that moment, a flame rose from the first

tabernacle, and Peter knew again that I was the Son of Man.

And again he said: "Thou art the Christ."

Then did I speak to Peter of how I must go into

Jerusalem before all was done. And I told him of how I might

suffer and be wit nntr the point- of d"ith„ T>nd killed, but

would be raised within three days: such did I see in my

dreany^ I oaidt-

But Peter began to rebuke me. "Put it far from thee,

Vet was this after I had

in my death?

savorest not the things that be of God, but those that be of 

Lord. Let not this be unto me."

He could not accept my dream.

given/such gaseat honor as to confide it to himi- I knew a

rage as sudden in its coming as lightning by its flash. Did

he not understand that/I had offeree/'hinvx^share

iT'said unto Peter* "Thou art an offense unto me. Thou 

men. Get thee behind me, Satan." For in that moment did I 

also think that if Satan could disguise himself as an angel 
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of light, why could he not be with me also as Peter in whom I

laid much trust?

When I saw tears in his eyes, I added, "Take up your

cross and follow." I felt most far away from myself as if I

were divine, and therefore strange to the feelings of those

who might be nearest to me; they were mortal. Yet all of us

were still as transfixed from staring into the flame that

rose from the tabernacle; even now did it not subside.

It was then I felt a great urge to instruct my disciplesz
/^nd most certainly was Peter the first. Even as the flame

rose from the tabernacle did I speak to them.

But it was^a sermon that was fest the essence of other

sermons. For if time was gathering close for me, then must

all I would say be much compressed:

"Blessed are the poor in spirit," I told them, "for

theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven. Blessed are they that mourn^

for they shall be comforted. Blessed are the meek: For they

shall inherit the earth. Blessed are they who do hunger and

thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled."

Even as I meditated upon each saying, so was what I now 

said apart from all that they knew; of such matters could 
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they know little even after being so long with me. Yet did I

also know the beauty of the soul that He had granted to me.

ouldJall share inFor by such a soul,

welcome give'n by lov^j and by suchevery breath that

at God be

now believ

able to forgive us on the last day. Nor did I concern myself 

with whether the murderer had the right to forgive his own

kind^nor the concubine her host. Such was God's domain.

Whereas I was in great need to speak to them of all that one 

knows at once. Yet did I see that because this knowledge had

come upon me quickly, so was there mwh danger of losing it.

Still, I

time had come

speech and my

"Blessed

said it, even

to speak this

sword against

in spirit are

if I had cause to wonder if the

the Pharisees^

much. Nonetheless was it/my

the poor," I said, "for theirs is

the Kingdom of Heaven." Never did I utter words that were of 

more truth to me.

"Blessed are the merciful," I said, "for they shall

obtain mercy.

"Blessed are the pure in heart. They shall see God."

And even as I said this, so again did the power of God 
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rise in me, and I saw something of the years to come.

"Rejoice," I said, "and be exceeding glad. For great is your

reward in heaven. And so did they also persecute the

prophets which were before you." For that moment did I
■*ia" —

longei- have fear my dream si#»ee wag-nnt,, mnl y my. death —

hut my joy oohcripgi •*"? for by my death would we enter the

Kingdom of Heaven.

Then did I feel such certainty that my apostles might
&C <-1

yet be equal to aer martyred prophets^’tKat“l“Was aT5Te to

believe ttet my words would reutitlrirruLe--end" not be lost. So

I believed. And might it be that the Kingdom was near?
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Peter and

.nd I

greatest among you?

you

did

not

than he abJ.a

be first, know that he shall be last,''and ccr^unL uf-allr11

, , n.R.ly. speak i ng truth hut I was
erf '

>u, so

we see those who fell on the ground foaming andzwe could

James and John zfn -«n*oh dispute ugion a mean

t a>e> It
/•’to "cure others

asked: "Ww**' you naming who should be

But Judas said: "Before any can speak of who should bo-

;t^ajjd-s5^9»Xa®<, let there be ^ne who is able to do what
have done. l^en we went out as apostles

return /to Capernaum that day. and ck

So 1 to 1 -fficmis "-i*n j—a* ui*j i iii a.

-Since they gave assent-,41 eadrted to all twelv

"If any man desire to

cast out their devils."
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orgive ussaying----nn -thir H?y hub daily hrpad.

our debts, as we forgive our debtors." . \
11 rtt <$ $ <*-*1 <

Thin' wnr. the 1 past of—wrrat~~r-had' sa 1d-d-n them .rirl ma-nV

day 37 but" now-

largest passion I find ami

that what

they lacked most was forgiveness others.

And so how harsh

others to forgive their debt? &o was it also clear

fury. To give them measure of

the desire for

were the holy demands of the Lord, I said: "If thy hand 

offend thee, cut it off. It is better to enter into the

other life maimed than to have two hands to take into hell."

And when I saw fear in their eyes, I spoke further*and wifeh«

thn f»u ill'll Ilf* Dip Tgirtl^"T-F thy foot offend thee," I said, 

"cut it off. And if thy eye offend thee, pluck it out. It 

is better f-en?—tefeae to enter the kingdom of God and see

with the eye that is left than have both

cast into theeyes

eats at your flesh

and-^this did not ease my heartythem, a-ouffaring tea

no more than half

I- could see by their faces how f ni.T'U>nrHr- i,>Prp hnrp/fnr~

flames of hellfire* where the worm that

■4.1 Pth notaT-tt 1

many, hours, nnt-f.ag..fas»m-duupuri!rtrboii.—i-Jiastfbeen hearing a
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,wijcim i-niri me that I must leave these lands where people

waited to touch my garment, and must go down instead into the

countries of the proud, into the south of Judea wherein was

Jerusalem, and there I must enter into the halls of the Great

Temple.

And if in thia Limu^jf preparation, I had been hoping to

form an army of men who needed no swords because their souls

were pure, I had gathered instead but a few constant

followers^and they argued among themselves over who should

sit to the right of me and who to the left, and who was to be

first after I was gone. So many miracles, so little gain.

And, indeed, 1 knew none of my disciples kjut for the

did their eyes change, and by the hour, and evil licked 

d mos-te-loyal and-

e, and by the hour, and evil licked

1 that halike fire at the edges of a-4-,1 - that had mop-t l:ynl anil

Compassionate i n thocc

¥et /had/o summoned them as if we were an army, and had 

tried to grant them power over unclean spirits; for certain

had they accomplished little. And so might it be that the

children of Israel would not reach the Kingdom of Heaven but
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•weu-id be cast into ■dai'knesj ■—Anti in tee] the fire.

Now, I wondered if the^great wrath,an

my Father came from knowing that the enemies of the Jews

harsh spin of

were

such enemies grewwith evil and loyal to Satan, yet

must my FatherThereby.to prepare His people,

ready?so that all .ifcitwr~~be

That night aggin di-j- town my dream a*rd God spoke to me

.panril p
will [there [be betrayal, and thou

and said^ "You shall enter Jerusalem^ But among -y

prove harsh

e-iucf-fied-and shall die. Yet will I raise thee on the third

day, and it is then that
K 

1 ost.Al^'jjhull ftiuui An 11

■¥nt when this dream

jj±g>rt", so would I also hear one angel saying: "For God so

loved the world that he gave His only-begotten Son. And

whosoever believeth in him shall not perish but shall have

everlasting life. For God did not send His son to condemn

the world will know whom they have

would return to me many,

the world, but that through him the world might be saved."

If the angel spoke truth and indeed was?l/like a light

sent into the world by God, so could I see that men might

love darkness more than light. Then /Gould/ij awake and know
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when we were on the road to 

myse 1 f ’nffpn fhn ^hotoI

the world that He gave His only-so loved"For God

whosoever believeth in Him shall not perishbegotten son and

have everlasting life."but will

fear against those hoursindeed it would quell my

when death weighed upon each step I took.

At cngh-tiaoc wnnlH fry n

wondered^Zi-^f—tehe—bieod^-erf-a-ll- the^rophets—tha t - had. been

Nor-d-id~I care—teo—spea-k-

rninh--wpnnnh •wnul d-gi vp-v i mp, frrr d i si < lyn+ty—i^t-hncp. who wiehad

Jerusalem, would

Later, in those days

required nf- my gpnpratioTs----- And—n ga-i-n—T felt that my-dpafji

belief that whUfl I -entopod Jer
<£>r-

numbered than the fingers one hand, and I knew that I must

find courage to take up my steps in such a direction.

since ■the-.f.ounda.tionqoX-<ttie,.,world would be .equal- ta-the—hlood-

znot ^whether I would save the world or was already by the

world condemned. Yet, each day did I come closer to the .

ould be more

C11ZPT- and mwov -11 -1 T—rrii

wa

And I thought of Herod Antipas and of Herod his father
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who had wished to kill me at birth. What a bloody works was *1

mL -And- dij-rtii T I lunig-hd—and i-d (to myself,

"The Son of Man is come to save that which was lost," and for
a <>>uj y

a moment I—-knew (hope. Might it be that as we approached, the

Kingdom of God would appear? So did I dream also of that._&er

I-'know I must lead my "followers to Jerusalem and suffer all 

that might await me there^ and all that might await my

•'PgjdSeir. And indeed, could there be a time of year more with
peril than now as Passover approached^and’"”^=ws from all of

z
Judea and Galilee would be walking down many roads and all

C,
would lead to Jerusalem?^. There had been great riots in other

years against the Romans for how could we Jews forget? The

feast of Passover commemorated those days when we fled Egypt

and with Moses wandered out into the wilderness/
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-30-

Even as I girded myself for the days in Jerusalem, so

did I tarry in Galilee. Our problems My twelve

men, some by need of one sort, some by another, were

unable to choose the hour. And, indeed, even on the day when
“5all were ready to leave, d-id I-doolaro one further delay.

For Matthew had disappeared. And many among us knew that he

was drunk and consorting in alleys with those he had left

behind when first he came to join us. Other apostles were

displeased and said: "We remain eleven of twelve; let us

depart."

Jlat I said: "If a man have a hundred sheep and one of

them be gone astray, does he not leave the ninety and nine

and go into the mountains and seek for the one who has gone?

tha-t he find such a sheep, then can he rejoice
<1

more than over the ninety and nine^whioh went not astidy."~

We were full of discord. I could hear the good voice of

Peter saying, "Lord, when I was a boy and sent to live in the 
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land of my uncle, so was I also a shepher^and it was our

practice among such hills and rocks to let the rebellious

sheep flee in order that we might guard a-1-1 others."

"No," said I to -h-im, "the Son c>f Man has come to save 

that which was lost." ..And I-oan /say that in this moment I
&

heard the- sigh i-n Codie vnira. For could it be a thousand

years that the children of Israel had been His? And in such

time so much had been lost. So now I waited for Matthew.

The sheep that strayed had much of the Devil; to bring back

such a creature was to mortify jjrtj Satan.

That day, Matthew returned at evening and was distraught

—that-ho’had- delayed u&; yet I knew his fear. A man who

drinks too much wine and needs it for each of his days is

close/? Jrh?u-i■ mnat to the fears in other men; Matthew could

feel how much wrath was waiting for us, aftd—de±>k—rrTTHTS-'

heart,—and-unufetored, yea, even unto the Temple of Jerusalem,

and there perhaps most.

That night I did much preaching, as if to soothe the

unrest in my own heart ancf/Sontinued to speak even as I- -g-aw
A?

-the light go-out- of the eyes of my apostles. They had heard

my words beforehand Still, if they would 
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weary of me, so would I speak to others and always there were

new ones among us. And I chose to instruct by parables

inasmuch as I had come to learn that the creature, man, whom

the Lord had created in His image, possessed much of the

pride of the Lord, and so learned best when not suffering

beneath the yoke of a preacher but instead could ponder a

riddle^ thereby could one feel virtuous when ^uecessful ate-

calculating it out.

"Behold," I said, "the sower went forth to sow and some

of his seed fell by the wayside and fowls came and wild birds

and devoured them up. And some of his seed fell upon stony

places which had not much earth^^id-sprung up—-forthwi th fnr^

—tehere—was—no depth of coil in which to rest, hut i nee th-eir-

sproute-ing warn—quick;—th ay—wore-soorchasL—. Their roots were

shallow and they withered away. And some of the seed fell

among thornsgand Groked—thenn, Yet others fell

into good ground and brought forth fruit, some thirty-fold,

some even a hundred. Those who have ears to hear among you,

let them now hear."

And -when ■T --was-a-LQiifiL..jiii±lujny:. apostLes-,^-1—said—fecHjhem-k..,

JILiXfi—with—tehe—parable—©•f-“-tehe~sower, for-when-any—afv^aur—
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peonla who listen understand not, then-Pan the Winked—Q*ua.

□ ciao that which-was sown.*

I knew that jj<6»»ne- ano-gtge—gave- aaxj the Devil would

listen to each of my words, and use them against the Lord.

How then could I suppose that the Devil had not gained

entrance already to the Great Temple? So could I see Satan's

influence swelling in the hearts of high priests who would

seek to be holy, and indeed, even as I spoke, so might a dark

angel be preparing the ears of the priests in Jerusalem. And

might it be that these priests betrayed., our—Lord“~O'f" the-.

. Kingdom—niany —being full of that corruption of the

spirit which is worse even than corruption of the fleshZ
A 4

And-f^igain I did not feel ready to enter into Jerusalem.

So I searched for a parable to cheer my own spirit and soon

beeame—©soup-red—in—e^piad-n-i-ng—to—many—new—■fe.Liawex.g. that the

Kingdom of Heaven was like unto a man who sowed good seed in

his field; yet while he slept, so did his enemy come and sow

weeds among the wheat; these weeds appeared with the fruit.

All who listened to me could comprehend a parable such as

this and one even spoke out to say: "Should the servants of

the householder go then and separate away such weeds?"
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And I answered, "Nay. For ye will also root up the

wheat. Let weeds and good grain grow side by side until our

harvest. In that time ye can gather together the weeds and

bind them in bundles to burn them, even as ye bring the wheat

into my barn.'"

So was I obliged to ponder in what great degree good
did

and evil did grow together and knew—my Father1 s^ancjel^

^Vould—lalnji1 ■ to separate good from evil at the en<^ uJi.itpt Jjjfijj

I-~h^d 1 ess - joy in mY^understaTtding -ina-siawah oo (fay journeys

also taught me how cunning were men and more cunning were

priests, ’until/'I~had a vision of a temple at the gate of
fidrf i'/~

heaven that- was like a customs' house. Through such gates

passed many an evil persop^ and VAas—jt—f ewj h^ad even^J

been given the keys after listening to my parables?

"Who has ears to hear, let him

were not these faithful teQ-^ae small 

hear," I had said, but

in number? There was

another multitude, larger by far, who would partake of what I

said but use it for themselves, not others;
dd-u.

ill this-*heur/by~~a meanness of spirit that pervaded

throughout.

Over and over fellow men it
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mattered less whether they were tall or short of stature,

lean or wide of body, of noble features or ugly of cast, even

strong of limbs or weak: All were the same by one regard—

they were prominent in their lack of compassion, ^cjjeed

was their guide to search out and find their path.

So, in a given hour, when Peter said unto me, "Behold,

we have forsaken all and followed thee; what shall we have in

, recompense?" it wasc^ldesp-ite—a-11—disappointments—in--Petex\,( a

^considerable^ blow. th on feeterjhad/ given me less

disappointment than others. So I replied by relating one
more parablej^and it was t»ld-‘for his ears.)-—-

Ttrij parciblii war man wk® hired his laborers for one

denari a day and sent them one morning into his vineyard.

But as the hours passed, so did he hire in the third hour and

more in the sixth and even in the ninth hour of the day,

until—by—th&~eleventh™hour, finding now men and women who

were idle, he said, "Why stand ye here?" and they replied,

"Because no man hath hired us." And he said unto them, "Go

ye also into the vineyard."

jit the end of the day, it was time to reward all who

had worked and he told his steward, "Call the laborers and
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pay them their hire beginning from the last unto the firs^'

so that each man, those from the first hour and those of the
kA I

elaventh/all received their one denari. Since the first had

supposed that the last would receive less, they whispered

against the good man of the house. But he told them, "Didst

thou not agree with me for one denari? Take what is thine

and go. I will give unto this last man even as unto thee.

So will the last be first and the first last, for hark ye,

many may be called but few will be chosen." I was uplifted

as upon a cloud by the strength of my voice and spoke with

such force that the Lord whispered: "Enough! There is no

wisdom in your speech but only the seed of much discontent.

When you are without Me, the Devil is your near companion."

And I felt a point of pain between my eyes as if the Lord

held a thorn to my brow, for I no longer knew what I saw nor

to whose voice I listened. And I understood that to be the

Son of God was not equal to being a Prince of Heaven but was

-asatrirer my own apprenticeship into how to speak without greed

or guilt or anger or the desire to bewilder others with the

confidence of my light; it was meet upon me to speak only

with wisdom.
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C&
Jaaacrt to pass through the eye of a needle than for a rich man

to enter into the Kingdom of God." They were astonished,

saying among themselves, "Who then can be saved?" And one of

them whose face was hidden by others, now muttered, "God

enriches those whom He trusts. Why else is there high regard

tmdj-muol»-respect for riches?" And still others said, "If not

the rich, why, who can be saved?"

And I looked upon them and said, "The Egyptians believe

such. They honor rich men. But do ye listen to me or are my

words like the rain that is dried by the fever of the sun? I

tell ye that no man can be saved if he would count his money.

So look not for riches." At which point, Peter was ready to

remind me: "Lo, we have left all and followed thee."

Then was I obliged to tell myself that my disciples were

but men and lived among small passions. Thereby were my

disciples no better yet no worse than others. j/f I could

stteeeed-^o uplift their hearts,(other men and women might
ii "/e; r£2 O'Pte

increase in goodness. cWhereby, -th-inki»g_.±iias^__l—

a^e—anhoard-.Then-eame thoughts oven—darker*. For if

most em were of mean and ordinary dimension yet still
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belonged to God, how could my Father be wholly -up.miLed d'HCT

superior to His creation? ^^iJespite all effort not

to dwell on such sacrilege, so did I now wonder whether my

Father was merely larger than us, and of vastly greater

such moment, /in such a depth, did I evenforce.

despair for Him. , 

Yas. ythis was (the darkest of my thoughts before we set

out. Then came our first steps. We

and all of us were afraid. And this

were

fear

going to Jerusalem

was also (happiness

that we were not the slaves of our fear. And our legs knew

their own

from afar, so would the kingdom of God appear, .he Lord

may witness the works at the Temple?"

-Tnda^ waE-h? who spoke nf this And I could see by

his impatience before gmtting-out, that he was ceasing to

quick march did belief soon germinate that two days, (sb

soon as we were near to Jerusalem, and could see the city

would be among us.

JS 5 u_j 5
ndeed, some-ef—my brethron wjexe saying already:

11
will walk in Jerusalem openly, wi not? So that we

Then, and only then, did we truly step out. And by such
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believe in me; now he said: "There will be an open feast in

the market. Will ye be there with us from the first?" and I

replied, "The world does not hate you, but me it is ready to
*->2 J

punish bpcanqp T tennt ifthp’'wnrk= of the world are

evil. Go ¥%, if you wish, unto this feast, but I may choose
H 

not to go. Hy -time io note ycte umu.11*

TTh«: jUTpumJudas replied: "Where is the value of a man

if he does a thing in secret when he seeks to be known to

all?"

And I could hear murmuring as Judas related to others

what I had said, and he made much afterward of telling me how 

some declared of me, "He is a good man," but others said,

"Nay, he dee-eivuLh (the people." And then I knew as I ■had -
-^ac^ #

■ftevap known bufwie that I must gn~tf>—th.Hji . And indeed,
A

Judas said: "Many await thee^and 4>ow ye-will jihow yuuL^clf-

, tn nl 1 But then was"' also beginning to understand that in
r------- f I P

Judas jwas tthere jgreat hatred -and-such s«y6e the equal ok.

love in many fearful matters, wheaao (bold action~Ts ot~wore
-k> pre>&e£jJ

value tteai prayers fi®r (Ene weak.
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-31-

Judas disturb meMueh/did this conversation with 

Iin fever.

no rest was without

T didpassed through desert, then by fruit groves^ gjjd- 

in giving assent to Judas and promising to attend the feast.

all possible not to complain. brooded upon my weakness 

pain. So was it also on the second morning_even as our road 

the road to Jerusalem I found myself

walked,/my limbs ache/, and at night

Pvt then not ficc n.C i i mi ’vg'bTi'U1" 1111- ij'inirl i gvi i-mth'i—

On this second evening, however, even as we were still a 

full day's march from Jerusalem, so did we pass through

Jericho where a man named Zacchaeus, who was chief among the

publicans of Jericho, and rich, made an effort to see me.

Many were in the throng, however, and he was little of

stature. Therefore, he climbed up into a sycamore tree.

When I looked up and saw him, I d±d^say: "Zacchaeus,

make haste, and come down, for tonight I abide at thy house."

He received me joyfully. Others murmured saying that it 
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was not fitting that I should be the guest of a man who was

not only rich, but a publican. Yet Zacchaeus said to me,

"Behold, Lord, now that I know thee, half of my goods will I

give to the poor."

T-said to him_ "f-ilTntien-hns!-gome"*t?hji'S**Llay**ta 'your...—,

-heu6 8.il

And gjncp we were on the road to—I was

gladdened. For if a rich man could surrender half of his

fortune for belief in me, then must other walls be ready to

fall in tJaatuiifcy—wheoso—Gcd.wa-c at war with.Mammon■ And that

night I slept well in the house of Zacchaeus.

Next morning, however, even as we set out, came two

sisters of my follower Lazarus to meet us^on the yead. With

Lazarus had I dined on earlier travels, and he was a good

man. Now, his two sisters, Mary and Martha, had walked a

distance from his house in Bethany to join with us, and they

said, "Lord, he whom thou love^ is sick, our Lazarus."

And by the way in which it was spoken, so did I knc.: to.

ask: "Is this a sickness unto death?"

They wept and could not answer. Then, as if I were

brother to his sickness, so was I put back again into in my 
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own fever and my night of rest with Zaccheus was lost. Now

did I have to abide two more nights without moving, still a

full day's march from Jerusalem. When I awoke on the fifth

day of our departure from Galilee, I was well in body but

otherwise in woe and I said, "Lazarus is dead."

The apostle Thomas who was simple, and so would say what

others only chose to think, now said aloud, "Let us go to

Jerusalem so we may die with him." And there was much

displeasure with Thomas.

Then we marched for all of that day and into the evening

and came to Bethany nigh unto Jerusalem which was where

Lazarus lived and indeed not a walk of an hour from the

Temple. And I could see many Jews on their way to the house

of Lazarus to comfort his sisters. The one who was named

Martha came out to meet me, and said in sorrow, "Lord, if
K

you had been here, my brother had not died. Rut may-it ba

There was naught in my mind. Nonetheless, I said, "Thy

brother shall rise again."

Then came the other sister named Mary, and she sat at my 
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feet and also said, "Lord, if wiou hadat been here, my

brother had not died." And she was followed by others also

weeping who came with her and when they looked at me, I said,

"Where have ye laid him?"

They said: "Lord, come and see."

It was close that I did not weep. How could I know

whether the Lord would allow me to return him to his sisters?

He had been dead these two days.

And many Jews around me, friends of the dead man, seeing

me in such anguish, said, "Behold, how he loved Lazarus!"

Once more did I know much guilt at coming to his house

so late.

Then, they led me to the grave of Lazarus which was a

cave with a stone across the entrance. Whereupon I said,

"Take away the stone."

But Martha said: "Lord, he io two dayc-doady and who

can speak/for his body?"

Yet at my sign, they removed the rock from the entrance
l-tx ‘/

to the tomb and I lifted my eyes and cried ou^ t~h<s Icudrot

voic^4£3iRd..44y roared in my throat: "Father, let Lazarus come

forth!"
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And I was silent. I knew that when the spirit left a 

man, a? all that was unclean in his spirit had also been 

loosed, and was ready to call upon other ugly spirits.
v"

Thereby would the stato of the dead nan^iinri his

insult the nose. If I would purify Lazarus, so must I

live first in my own sinsIt was then I recalled how^j****"^

woman in our company had lifted up her voice as 1,/gfassed and

said, "Blessed is the womb that bore thee ap^tthe paps which

thou hast sucked," and I replied, "Mp^e blessed are those who

hear the word of the Lord andx^eep it." And by such response

had I been cruel onceaatfre to my mother's name and did not

understand why>*took pleasure in denying her love when she

had love^**me from the moment she knew she had received me

fjxrfnGod. \

And my fears for Lazarus returned and were large.

myself I asked: "Whereby can I raise a man from the dead

I u~i-ro puilulLcn mfi n i i.1 when evil is its-alf the measure 

of weight that keeps men in their tombs? And I a»8iiteu-i!li*a,nt!»

was like a horse before an ill wind and ready to gallop away.

Then, as if the Lord had heard me^i-n thM*- moment, so

before my eyes, now closed, was the face of Lazarus in his
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saw Lazarus stir

Again I cried

Lazarus deny me and

even if no one else could hear—as miirh-,- hut—s-ti 1,J mar Lazarus

in his tomb and

"Lazarus, come forth," but now I

shako his- head-;---- And I /hear of him

tomb. And I

"Oh, Master," said Lazarus, "small creatures to me

but they say, 'thou art not our god, Lazarus, only our

wiping-cloth.' Thus speak the maggots and scorpions."

Now, in my prayer, did I call upon this pestilence to

withdraw and to leave Lazarus in peace; I—evan called upan-j

tomb and came toward me. Yet could he only move with little

andKthen/LSzarus, who had been dead, rose in his

steps, being bound head and foot in his winding sheet. And

his face was also wound about. I said to his sisters,

"Loosen him, but do so without looking upon him." For I
Z) -S

knew face of T -irjririir was ravaged.

Then, in the voice of a man who has dwelt among dreams

that others would abhor, so did Lazarus say, "Now the maggots

have left me, and the scorpions," but his voice was like the

cry of a bird,-41 -a fraught.. Yet was he alive.



8/5/95 216

And the Jews who witnessed this^-and-many wpre-dTPWfi,»

■±TTi"rtg“*Tn—Jorura1 t™, fell back in wonder. Whereby I knew

that the priests and the Pharisees and the scribes in the

Temple would hear of adal this by the first witness to reach

. their presence, and they would gather in council.

marnuhad/qppn T.arariia arise and knew that he stank

For now

of the

grave, and that he spoke of the maggots and scorpions k. half"

<-apn f- did I also know that the Pharisees would calumniate

me as a demon for having {"gained the power to raise those who

had begun to rot.

And I could hear the Chief Priest in

I were^jjaar{"nim: He and- h i s owars would declare: "If we

■council even as if

Jews believe on himin peace, soon will allleave this Jesus

our place and our

as in rebellion."

Then shall the Romans come and take away

nation inasmuch as aXl Jaws will me seen

And I knew that the High Priest Caiphas might even say,

"One man mny even dix'-for owr prnp!° (that^the whole perish

not."

On that day I did not continue to Jerusalem but slept in

the house of Lazarus and with a heavy heart. May -it bp that

I had-V ibil>H!a'~OT f . a-nd f
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acorpiany. In the morning when I said goodbye, he was weak,

and his demeanor was low, yet I asked, "Do you believe?" and

Lazarus said, "I am frightened of the things I saw when dead.

J—aa-chillae—one -who is—£«ighXaxL§£» Yet, I try to believe."
"J

And in his weakness, he took my arm and said, "Yet nm T ai

nut ufrai-d for an angel j-taf with me as I came back and all is

not heavymi th mn J1

And I said to Lazarus: ."Fear not. The prayers for you

were fluent in my mouth, and so you are well-favored by the

Lord." And to myself I prayed that I was telling the truth.
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And it may bp t-hatWy wnrHc La ft ira wit.h- n need ter fih~d~
C“-i pvtcy lxj \ ist'-r£> \e ts t-i <^f-

antidoto -againot most oolomn-terooding-for■wo wore/hot long

-walking upon the road when I sent forth two^of^ipy^disciples

and said, "Go your way into the village of Bethphage which is

before us and so goon—ac yr?_. sntar thogc—chaXi-be a colt whom

no man has ever sat. Loose

this wild foal from where he is tied and bring him to me.

And if any ask why do you this, tell them that the Lord hath

need of tefcje^colt."

And they went away and/found an ass, young and spirited,

(^by'the door in the first street of the village^and -looeed him-

and brought him to me. And I sat upon this colt whose back 

was ignorant of a rider

mane upon his neck, but

and my hands were gripped into the
K'5then, if I could not subdue tUa colt,

wherein could I bring peace to the -cmso spirit of uproar in

the hearts of men awaiting me at the Temple?
Thereupon, we walked in procession^and I upon the
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the procession in order to take my fill of—f igc from that

knew

Whereupon, seeing a fig tree from afar that was full and

with leaves, I trotted toward it, outpacing all who were in

tree. Yet upon its branches were no 6ripe)_ figs).

v;every wind anjsp ^from the-anger of my enemiesl of a
J—- I . - zi > '

or I said to theoertqinty

colt^\ I was hungry and knew more desire for food than in a

year, as if indeed I ware-new prepar-ing tn nat liiir i f -F might

fig tree, "No man may eat fruit from you hereafter!"

disciples who heard were not concerned i

tree was pursed. But I lef L 'Lu ■ ouppoi. U Llie 'IQ'as -a-

the weight that comes upon the heart for cursing the roots of

another. "I am the Son of God," I told myself, "yet also a

hawk who searches the fields below for one small animal^ then

strikes to steal a life, so had I scourged the fig tree.

Now the multitude-tee^<are(me Tfad taken down branches from

those palm trees we passed and (strewed them on my path and

man; by a thread does man live without willful destruction."

So I zlcnew ( :he presence of Satan remained in me. Like a

sang, "Hosannah! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the
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Lord. Blessed be the kingdom of our David who cometh in the

name of the Lord. Hosannah in the highest." And some cried

out, "Blessed is the one, the king, who comes in the name of

the Lord."

There were Pharisees in the throng and they cried out

that I must rebuke my followers, but I called back, "If they

were silent, so would these stones cry out." For I was

proud. I was king indeed.

For certain, I soon forgot the fig tree. I was sweet

amazed at how the people of Jerusalem (and some had never

seen me before) were so full of favor; in the windows we

passed^did many wave: Some of our good deeds must have

ridden in advance of us.

Yetjmay^itjbe that the fig tree was still upon my heart

for I soon thought of the city of Tyre and how it was famous

a thousand years ago for its tables of ebony, and its chops

wi-th emeralds and purple linens and jOT7t?4gy ofc- coral and

agate, its stalls of honey and balm, its spices and chests of

cedar^, m-ny pra»iaiic.j?lnt-hs.fnr rhA-ri^tr yet, in the
I

day of Tyrafcs rum, all had been washed away by the sea/;

would this be said of Jerusalem, as wealthy in this hour as
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----- 1 | r 7 ■
was joncel thaa e€Iu_i uiLy?'**~

And seeing large white buildings with tall columns of

such great measure that one knew not whether ono-gacsd uparn

<A_ temple, the house of a great man, or the seat of Roman

government, /so 'did T~§ay t omy self, 'ivioto-ry i-3 of th a Lord------
/

-andffljgood name is rather to be chosen than great riches,"

but such words were too pious in my mouth (for my heart had

also leaped at the sight of these riches) a»d_^o^I also said

to myself, "The mouth of a strange woman is a deep pit. And

a great city is like unto a strange woman."

Yet.. I could not hate Jerusalem. To view its beauty was

to know that Israel was still magnificent. And( I eeuld see
I tj-/

iVi the court of King Solomoh'xin 'my'-heart 'He~had~made a

palanquin of the wood of Lebanon and the pillars thereof had

been fashioned of silver and the base of gold. The seat of

the palanquin was purple and its claws had been wrought by

the daughters of Jerusalem. Wondrous was Jerusalem in the

time of Solomon and so was it still.

Yet what had my followers to display? I saw a Roman
h-eXs’-'t* /O«W

nobleman stop to laok-at our procession,' and he gane&’ upon

our hundreds who walked by twos and by three and four in the 
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lane. And if some were well attired, yet the majority of my

multitude were in rags and bits of colored apparel.
I ad^upon this multitude as if never before had I

seen a throng, but then the people of Jerusalem bad .joined- in-

among us now, and by large numbers; so did I see as many

faces as there are aspects of man, and among those who

followed were many who could be counted as less than

believers, but rather were among the curious, and the

tormented, and the cynical, these last accompanying us so

that they could jeer against the Pharisees and thereby repay

old rebukes.

Also present were some who were solemn and with much

hope that I might provide new piety more solemn than their

old paoty ,^'much~tolded in their heart from repetition of old

prayers. And there were children who looked on all the

sights and on myself as well, and laughed at the wonder of

God's bounty when it came to the faces of people, and these

children were the ones closest to jmy^and to Then were

there also rough men with the fearful dissatisfaction of

boredom on their brow.

And then there were the poor. From their eyes came
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great need and new hope and much depth of sorrow; they had

been disappointed many times. And I spoke to all as if they

were one, since great changes for the better can occur at

times such as these, and in a bad man more quickly than in a

good one. For with the heat and the fever, there can also be

sudden recognition of the truth; such truth can rest in the

illumination between a word and a throng, and many bad men

are quick to know their sins aHdA suffor^frbm~~the effort to

resist remorse.

Now, as the throng deepened, so was the colt as full of

demons as the swine of Gadarene^yet its wicked spirits were

young and without the foul odors of devils more practised.

Still, did my beast buck and take no order to stop, and it

was in his mind to cast me over his mane onto the stones of

the road. Yet I rode him with the knowledge that he was the

colt for me.

For now my expectation of reaching the Temple had become

mixed with the awe that I was still a r imp lai Jew of modest
trade approaching a great edifice ^of wal-ta-tm^-UauildiagsJof

much consecration wherein were still other congregations of

chapels and courtyards open for speech and meeting and
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barter, and this Temple of all temples,

was I well-placed on my own mounted Nor

to contemplate how large was my respect

being mount, so

did the colt allow me

for what was before

me.

s€ill see

how the steps rose from courtyard to courtyard, and on to

more august buildings and mto sanctums more sacred, even to

one jwm'where none but the High Priest could enter and then

but on one day of the year for it was the Holy of Holies: I

was the Son of God, but so was I also the child of my mother

and was feeling more respect for the Temple than could be

equalled by my desire to change all within. And I felt whole

disturbance and some weakness. And shivered when the

multitude in front of me began to cheer as they mounted over

. a great rise in the road. For then- I knew that my first wieir
put''' I/')?'?,

/Of the Temple walls would be en the other-oidc. •*

But then as I came ^fsj^the sight, and my colt jumped and

kicked up its feet, so did I also know owon. ao 1 djjjJroaclied **

, that the future of all 'wonder and
t Va ’-/-Cn Ve?

magnificence was in peril ancfrenemies would oempaoo-it abound.

-a«d besiege it on every side; they would even lay the Temple
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low to the ground until it was but the remains of a wall and

not one stone left to rest upon another. All this would come

to pass should the priests of the Temple not understand that

wept <->ppnlyj<=44-t-i ng upon my . pa

my message was from the Lord '"I tn I1"' hirnn.rpd-
it *^7 l u C

wept4at"‘the rirst-sight of the Great Temple, and

e was beautiful

to my vision yet I knew then that it was not eternal. And

indeed I understood that the works of man, even if they be in

stone, endure no longeT^han the feathers of a thistle.

And I thought of the words of Amos who said: "The

houses of ivory shall perish.
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-33-

-Awd* when I came into the Temple itself, auid dijiuuunfeiiid —

from my and climbed the first great steps at the

entrance, so did I discover that there was naught for the eye

passing through the first gate but a large courtffilled with

the men of Mammon. Here was a place where all were

exchanging money and goods. 4tew much could one admire their £
far J

bFtajari<yniTFTSr) by warm iron, and imma<aul-vttj«, tailored by the
< I WV >'V I'Y >'1 ( £*/"€ 4$ )

scissors and^their smmprided To-me7 these men of Mammon

looked like peacocks: so were the priests who moved among
them. /W

Great was the rage growing in me at the thought of these

wealthy men and their tables enriched with every bounty of
xt-/9

food while the poor sat in mud and filth the stinking

alleys of the city.

Silence did I then gird about me like the robe of a high

priest that others dare not touch, and so did I sit alone on

a stone bench by the treasury and beheld how people cast
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money into the great box. And many who were rich cast much

within. Then, came a poor woman and her shawl was

threadbare; she threw in her small coin. Then did the Lord

give a sign and my heart leaped.

I called to those disciples who were nearest and said:

"This poor woman hath cast in more than all the rich. They

leave a tithe of their abundance, while she gave up all she

had, even her living for this day. So she has performed a-,

—oho-hae turned Mammon into tribute to God. Whereas

the wealthy give bo"the Lo»d only to impress each other^

ttrSTUtry-trg~thoy*-gook te—amass—o-f-MamuiuilT”"1

And I thought of how money was a great and stinking

beast whose offerings were supped upon with slobberings of

all were in such

feeding but oncethat they could leave offa tumult from such

pray-u and give coin to the in the treasury.great boxa day to

are choked with the weightI tj

of gold.

thought of how the rich

And /their gardens bring no fruit to perfection.

For there is oppression in the air. How can a riah man's.
ztZZ f'-cL, Mzvg-K 'J j

blooms bring happiness to his eye when hie ^neightoo'rTbeing

■n 1 = bpll ipg full

wealthier than himself, can display gardens with fruit of
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in search of more gold.

serve God and Mammon."

But I thought again of how all who were wealthy would 

not hear my words for hating them.

Then the Devil spoke to me, and this I knew at once.

bite

thaay will put images of you upon their

"No man can pay allegiance to two masters. Bathei? ha 

greater beauty? So are the rich always envious 

wil-3-haf e-the -one,—and—luve tire" uLl'ie^—or he will cling to 

the one he needs and seek to despise the other. Ye cannot 

j-l-rp-TAiTrc-n nf pnvy ;and withnnt rest, for they are always 

Then, I knew that my soul had been seized by this

threat^ but Jthe voice went on: "Your name and alms in your 

weertthy /hefe~in the outer court of the Temple with the
' J io all

moneylendersAad-oB-wao" I ready1 to tell- them:

For my Father, even in the darkest night of His meditations

would not address dip with such a tongue>—rwr "ith t«ath to-
\yoaa c~l~~ <_

he inner spirit of my eai^ therefore did the Devil

"Before it is ailover, those who are wealthy will
r~~l

s yoUp

wall."
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name, will enrich the treasure of mighty churches; men

will worship you even as you come to belong to me as much as

amto Hiir^j that is just^

before what he would say next:

"Greed is a beast whose defecations are weighed in gold.

Yet is not gold the color of the sun out of which all things

grow?"

To which God now replied in my other ear: "All he says

makes much sense until it fails to do so. He gives this

speech to all who catch his eye, and his eye is only for the

best, and tftpec most beautiful^. Alas-7—all these, whom I have

fashioned with great hope. Whereas he scorns all who are

modest but remain with Me."

:he-moofe my Father ever said to my oav

about Satan and His problems, with such a Devil; nonetheless 

was It/ a thought to te-ormant the palisades of nA faith'

•wondered-rf only £ei? a—momeRt-t Did we praise the meek, He

and I, because those were the only ones who would have

allegiance to us?

These thoughts were of such disturbance that in subduing
their mockery, I fell prey to a jgr^at wrath/gy-tdo''
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For I could see in the eyes of the moneylenders how

covetousness was /as sharp (in them^ as the point of a spear^

rage of Isaiah cameThan

n his words

filthiness thar-e- is no placesuch

into m^, 5

pool of vomit

did I cry out: "These tables are a

clean!"

And I overturned the table before me with the moneys
W u / f

that were upon it, and\:fe±t—-a-!ll''BXalt'a't±GiTr~w- my iftarr as the 

coins gave their small cries on striking the stone of the

courtyard, -and (each possessor ran after his j-wii loss like 

the sea

vermin on the hunt for smaller vermin. But to me did the

gold coins look like the—ffreght—» the swine of Gadarene TifitO ------  

Then did I knock over the seats of those who sold doves,

and opened the cages. On this uproar of wings jS-rd a

multitude behind me come forward and some may eaten have boon

geajring tho aMal-tatian-of the Lord that was in me this

defiance of greed and usury.

And I said: "My house shall be known before all nations 

as a house of prayer. Is that not written? But ye have made
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it a den of thieves."

Indeed it was but the truth that men who sought Mammon

were thieves^eVen'if' they had-never stolen one cup of wheat.

And in my nearness now to my Father, d-id-I—gain the jay ef a

what-iE-jwu3

I would not allow the priests and elders of this

-t-atrtesU. ~iratr~cprven 'UfT£'h~g6 "tMht~~wuu~ld~trl i-nd—al 1—judgment--—

Great Temple and in all the courtyards. -In—avarturn-iftg tha.

-¥et was I also much aware that many scribes and

■it was an if 1 aeulelpriests had/neard me from afar^^Ai

hear the speaking/in allTthe temples within this

Great Temple to be loyal to their separate accounts with god

and Mammon/ wh-e-r^-by^they coulcy water all the vines of cupidity

that grew from one side of their soul to the other.
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-34-

Amidst the disorder of the tables so were my next words,1

"Destroy this temple and in three days will

I raise it up."

Then spoke one of the moneylenders, and he was an old

man, and stout, but with clear eyes, "Forty and six years was

this Temple building. Thou will rebuild in three days?"

_Sc was) IJ ready to wonder at what I had said. For there
r-T,__________. at( fa

were manyiin the multitude |with me/ready to tear down whatwere many ^tn the

^-,4- j ... - mudid not belong to

thought of such destructionyspoken .nnr» aloud could injure

much in days to come. For such words could live in the chill

of the dark and never relent and never forgive. That I had

spoken of tearing down the Temple could yet bring forth such

a ghost. Still had I said it, and despite all. For to me

were here many buildings of immaculate beauty. If I had been

but)a pilgrim wandering among these halls, so would I have
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been wondrously impressed by the ldad4«a.t.i4>n~Q/ skills in. ttee
a rr -f /w

cagpcntegc—arid stripy who had built thecw grant

SmildTi'igs..

was

And I would say that the Lord was still with me. For

me now

the Temple but merely the leavings of evil and that can be

found anywhere, and is scrubbed quickly from the stone.

with me further into the holy places."

By such thinking did I g*-<w calm^and know that I

here to teach, not to destroy.

calm and respect iiiwfec Temple. These moneylenders are not of

Therefore, will I teach. Yet not, " I said, "in this unclean

had it not been also His rage? And was He not telling

place of entrance where moneylenders ware congregated. Come

to be- wi<L£., to be gentle? I said to my followers, "Be now

And I led them to a quiet arbor that was above another

rising of stairs and between two small chapels; indeed there

was even a cedar to give me shade. Then, as I had foreseen,

a delegation came to me of priests and scribes and many of

the elders of Jerusalem and they said, "We have been awaiting
the^ ^ut^o” not understand the manner of your arrival. Who

gave thee authority to foment uproar?"
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I answered, "I will ask one question, and if you can 

reply, I will tell by what authority I do these things. The

baptism of John," I asked, "was it from heaven, or of men?"

And I knew they would reason as follows: "If we say 

prophet,, and we. ■ &hua*l'll'

say/that ohn was set. a prophet, for then .they would
<-■ £>£ /'C-t << > £

theseYes,

not admit as much.

many such Jews distrust their priests and *h*»k they were
ru.lt v*e 6 .

too friendly with the~PKTOaTfs?\ Sn npith»r ouuid kthese priests (3&Q

these priests of Jerusalem depended much on pious Jews, /yet

'From heaven,' he shall say, 'Why then did ye not believe,.

John?' Yet if we say that John was of men, then (he was a

■Ptor I kllUW mai

So they answered only, "We cannot tell."

And I said "Neither do I tell thee by what authority I

do these things."

Then came a scribe from the other side of these priests.

He came walking forward with such ease that I knew he was

Pharicce from a noble family and most educated. His eyes

were blue and his beard was gentle and of a soft brown, and

he smiled as if he were full of affection for me and said,
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"Master,"—which was a courtesy I looked upon with regard,

since in his manner was even a suggestion that he, too, was

speaking upon the disruption in the courtyard of the

moneylenders; if he could not give approval of such an act

yet would he still call me "Master^" and so, "Master," he

said, "we know that thou desirest to teach the way of truth

so I would ask for an answer to this question. It is of much

weight to us and gives us much dispute when we do not know

how to reply. Concerning the Romans, is it lawful to give

tribute to Caesar or shall we not give?"

And I knew that for all his gentle warmth, the Devil had

minions even so fair as this man and his question was as a

snare. For if I replied that one should not give tribute to

Caesar, which I expect was the reply he awaited, then these

Pharisees could give testimony to the Procurator of this city

that I was in rebellion against the Romans. But I feared not

the snare. My wit, in this hour, was like an arrow eager to

leap from my heart to my lips, and I said, "Give me a penny

that I may see it," and when they brought it, I asked, "Whose

is this image?"

And he replied, "Caesar's.
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And I said, "Render to Caesar the things that are

Caesar's and to God the things that are God's." And I was

pleased inasmuch as I was also saying that Mammon was the god

appropriate to the Romans and not to the Jews.

I heard a murmur in the multitude of the Temple party as

if my words were again displeasing, to them. Yet I knew that

this scribe and these Pharisees were marveling at my means

for eluding such traps as they set forth. And I could feel

their respect. That was as balm to my agitation. For now

must they see that 1 had the strength to overturn the tables

of the moneylenders yet the wisdom to avoid a rash reply.

Still, did I also know that my remark had been exceedingly

clever; indeed, it reverberated in my ears with that surfeit

of wisdom which leaves an echo aes hollow^ as the fill.nf a ■■■

rtonc. inf? an abygg For so could I also see how many a

church would find a path to survive in many an evil land on

the strength of such words. And would speak of them as my

words. I was not here to build churches, futfid all -juch

churches epmpromijiedj^ but mtiob-ctraa-thex to bring

sinners to salvation and with God's speed. Why, then, had I 

spoken thus? Had God estimated the size of my harvest and
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seen it as small? Had He decided the better path was

prudence^ aj^cl so let there be many churches built in the

swamps of pride and Mammon?
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-35-

Awffa_s I was preparing to teach in this courtyard, so

could I see that the scribe who had addressed me as Master
d.l'SCwrte

wished to continue hia quontienn .tn m^.and^Tie asked, "Master,

which is the first commandment of them all?"

And I answered, " 'Hear, 0 Israel, the Lord our God is 

one Lord?

thy st.r-gngAh This must be the first commandment."

"What is the second commandment?" asked the scribe.

"To love thy neighbor as thyself."

The scribe said to me, "Thou hast spoken well. To love

one's neighbor as oneself is more than all burnt offerings 

and sacrifices."

And I said to him, "Thou art not far from the Kingdom of

God."

He was very wise Mayhap he was the Master of the Book

in this Great Temple and so was the man I would seek out on
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many matters. Yet, if he had a fine face, still his eyes

were as pale as the blue of the sky on a day when there is

.That was asalbeit his manners were as fine as his beard 

whosewell-curled as if he were the noble son of a 

lands took into their fold many gardens tended by skillful

servants. And his speech was as handsome as his appearance.

He said, "We are all among the circumcized, and are a people

of one faith. And I am of the persuasion of many of us in

this Temple that you have not come to this holy place to rend

us asunder, but rather to bring us nearer to one another,

yea, even though disruption has followed you like the dust

before a storm." He paused to great effect and all were

listening. "Nowithstanding, there are many storms that

cleanse. So I would ask of you, Master, when comes the

Kingdom of God?"

And as he spoke, so could I hear those two voices that 

live as one in many a Pharisee. Often did their veices come

to my ear endowed with good manners and much breeding; yet

all the same was there quiet mockery in the utterances of

their throat, -bw-ti as finely sifted into their courtesies as 
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powder into sand. Still did I listen first to his good voice

for it was not without desire to hope that I might be,

indeed, the Son of Man; for that, he had great passion to

know. And those priests who had sent him were also of such

interest. So was I ready to speak to this scribe.

We conversed on many matters and as men who were equal

and of much courtesy toward each other. Only by the second

hour did he begin to display his knowledge of the scrolls,

and thereby began to discourse with me over the working of 

cures on the Sabbath.
r.,u—-------- -------- ----- ----"-------------- 1 r -

He murmured: "Publish this not in the,gfc&ee'ts**

Askelon . . . lest the d a u gh t.a&s-^tffth e uncircumcized

triumph." Andh^-siffiied as if I would not know that such

versg^-cfame from the second book of Samuel"Do ye recall
. ———------srstfez*?--- ------------
the verse," he want-on^, "that is saying: 'And while the

children of Israel were in the wilderness, they found a man

that gathered sticks upon the Sabbath day, and they brought

him unto Moses and Aaron and unto all the congregation. But

the Lord said unto Moses, "The man shall be surely put to

death: all the congregation shall stone him." And all the 

congregation brought him without the camp and stoned him wi Lit
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—stones and he died, as the Lmnd commanded'Heises. Ml Then the

scribe said, "That was in days that are now a thousand years

old, and a congregation of this day would not stone such a

man. Yet doth not the principle remain? Thou shalt not

labor on the Sabbath."

I replied that I had answered this guestion in many a

way. "I say to you again, if you circumcize a babe or a—man-

on the Sabbath, then so may ye lift the scales from the blind

and flex the limbs of the halt."

Then did he begin to speak, and he spoke well, but,

certainly, did he speak long, nor did I know how long it
would be when first he began to spea^j) yet did^he proceed

with such skill that I knew not where to interrupt.

And he said, "I have been waiting for all of this year

to converse with you. For I have thought of your works,

Master, and I would say that which the Prophet Samuel said to

King Saul: 'Rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft.' And if

ye come from He whom you will not declare and wish us to

assume that ye are from the Lord, you do not say as much. So

we muete suffer from the bri.114L.anee of your deeds. For your 

cures can appear to us as witchcraft and full of the bright 
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fire of rebellion. And we in the Temple have fear of that

bright light, of ouch conflagration and buuli~f~laiiiirig-of ■>

i ght, since we have labored for ten hundred years to learn

what is in the Book and many have died for the five Books of

the Torah. And with what strength we have left, so have we

built the walls of our belief in this place and we live by

the light within that is provided by the deeds of our martyrs

who died for our scrolls. So would I remind you that, as is

written in First Maccabees, King Antiochus, a heathen king,

was set over us, and he—werS-a—despet-.---- So ydeclare to

his whole kingdom of Jowa and-gentiles khat all should be one 

people. Jews and gentiles alike. All should obey hi* laws

of his religion.

"And all of his heathen and gentiles agreed to the

commandment of this king. And to our shame, so did many of

the Israelites also consent to this religion before idols asrefc

ti’ioh Jcvo profaned f,he Sabb=».t;h until the only clear measure 

of a man who would continue to be a good Jew was that ye 

could kill him but he would not profane the Sabbath.

"Then did King Antiochus command all Jews to leave their 

children uncircumcized. He even said that whoever did not 
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give assent to his-cemffi-e-rtdm'en'tej would die. So were ait-

Israelites who disobeyed him driven to live in secret places,
i kiC

and in return did King Antiochus have a-bujiriiiatiwns set upon

the altar &uoh a-a—the floch -of swine- for sacrifice.

those women

same infants

them/also slain.

"All knew then," said the scribe, "that the Book was as

did he have thos^

circumcized

hung, and ^the doctors who

who caused their children to be circumcized, so 

Whosoever was found with the Book was put to death. And for

died for the law.the martyrs who

naught before evil men, unless there was observance of the

Book. And so I say to you that itizyour sayings we wetrtd look

for//recognition of the ten hundred years of the Book and of r

pbservoH law n|lldj'

to", d" I my t? ym tlmt in your haste to serve God, ye 

encourage the publicans, the sinners, and even the 

uncircumcized. Ye rush to destroy that which ye have not

learned in patience and in ■ obcervance-of- the ■■ law on many a

Sabbath and in all of your years. Stubborness is also as

iniquity and idolatry."

The scribe had spoken to more and more sound of assent

among those who heard: Even among my own people mac much 
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muttering that he was right, and many were weeping at the

death of so many Jews.

Therefore was it not simple to reply.

"Think not," did I tell him, and slowly, "that I am here

to deny the law, or the prophets. I am not come to destroy,

but to fulfil. For I say that unless the righteousness of
J&uhX people shall exceed the righteousness of your scribes and

Pharisees, then we shall in no case enter the Kingdom of

Heaven.

"But I would offer a parable," I told him. "Two men," I

said, "went up into the Temple to pray, the one a Pharisee

and the other a publican. And the Pharisee stood and prayed:

'God, I thank Thee that I am not as other men are,

extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican.

I fast twice in a week; I give tithes of all I possess. ' And

the publican standing afar off would not so much as lift up

his eyes unto heaven but smote himself on his breast and

said, 'God, be merciful to me, a sinner. ' I tell you this

man went down to his house more justified than the other.

For everyone that exalteth himself shall be abased and he 

that is humble shall be exalted."
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Before he could reply, I was quick to add: "All that

you say is just if people observe the Book. But they do not.

And this land of Israel hath committed great whoredoms in

departing from the Lord, and the Lord looks upon the people

of Israel as in whoredom and even searches for a way to save

the whore."

Now did the scribe answer me in a tone so light and so

full of the wings of confidence that each of his words might

have been a creature to dance upon his tongue; in that moment

could I hear Satan in the voice of this scribe for he said:

"Save the whore? Yes, you will finish by saying to a people

who are not your people, 'Thou art my people. ' and they will

say, 'Thou art my God.'" And the scribe laughed again and

all the mockery he had mixed like powder into the soft sand

of his courtesy was now copai-ate.d and' wtrahed over me as if he

had seen all things evil and wise whereas I had not.

So did I not speak further until I could find passages

to utter; then did I turn once more to the prophets, and I

spoke in Hebrew so that this scribe could recognize that I

knew the Book. "From the words of Ezekiel," I told him: "'My 

sheep were scattered because there is no shepherd, and they 



2468/5/95

became meek to all the beasts of the field when they were 

it be that this is what you say?

for was I polite in reply.

to go in long

chief seats in the,

shall receive greater damna'ti 

was thinking that even a drunken man -And to myself I

could lay claim to more knowledge of what was politic than 

that knows what to say for obtaining the most and offending 

forget what I would declare^?

my flock

I do not

"I would," I told the scribe, "wish to deliver 

Behold, I am against the shepherds.

from all places where they have been scattered. So 

myself. In this Temple I was without guard over the prudence 

the least. But then much did I want these Pharisees never to 

"And these shepherds," he answered, "are kin to me? Can

prayers. These

feasts. -They devour

"Bewehse.j" I said, "of scribes who

agogue&^ajTd the uppermost rooms at 

widows1 houses and’^fcQr a pretense make 

saluta^fSns in the marketplace and the

scattered, d i d.. search^or Neither

did My shepherds search for My flock, but fed themselves.

clothing and look

despise those who are uncircumcized and ignorant of the



8/5/95 247

Book."

"And thereby would you give a light to the gentiles?" he 

asked.

"Yea," said I, "so would I also give a light to the

gentiles. It will- be for the salvation of all." 

Then the scribe was silent; I think he was weary. He

had not thought that I could stand before him in the words of

the Book yet speak of such things. And can it be that he

at last todreamed of the hour

ow.would this JesusIsrael.^and it had not come to pass?

gpeat. prophets hadwondered how it was

with his crude peasants be nearer to such salvation than all 

who were heroes and prophets and kings in the glorious and 

holy past?
---------- - >

So nowjcould,-11 continue to speak .whow he was silent,

"The Lord hath called me from the womb," I said, "from the 

bowels of my mother, and He made my mouth a sharp sword; in

the shadow of His hand hath He hid me, and said, 'Thou art My

servant, 0 Israel, in whom I will be glorified. Raise up the

tribes of Jacob and the strong reserve of Israel,1 but He 

also said, 'I will give thee a light to the gentiles that 
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thou mayest be My salvation unto the end of the earth. 1 -For"1

™y PTrth”*- ga-irl that. T mnot h? 1112 1 ■'-«I il'IH"—dlld I klfOW

-not the iiin.uutnen'uf that.*

To which the scribe said, "Is that not blasphemy?"

And I replied, "It is what my Father hath said."
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-36-

And by now, as the shadows in the great courtyard grew

long upon the ground in the lowering of the sun, so did the

echoes return to me of all that was contested between the

scribe and myself. And I spoke alone to the multitude and to

my disciples. And by now was I ready to say all that I

thoughi^for I could see that the cause of my Father would not

prevail without readiness to give battle with all of my

spirit against the powers of this Temple—which were like

unto walls of great thickness and much propriety. So ^mustjIj

speak with the mightiest words I could find. And indeed I

finally understood what it was to feel the voice of the Lord

not ceasing to come forth from me.

Many Pharisees were among this multitude, and thereby

did I commence by saying: "The scribes and the elders sit in

Moses' seat and the Great Temple of Jerusalem is their

throne. Whatsoever, therefore, that they bid you observe,

that observe. But do not do as they do. For they lay heavy
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pieties on men's shoulders, grievous to be borne, yet they

will not move such burdens with one of their fingers. Broad

are their philacteries, for so do they have them made. And
7^ if

so do t^eY^ove^the seats in the synagpguesy** '

And immediately some Pharisees stirred. Others began to

leave. Yet did a few, as if twice fortified, now remain and

once more of

their

grieve over the bentam I not prosperous?

►r fringe?

es and

er go in yourselves to

the Kingdom of Heave r do ye suffer those who would wish

evour widows1 houses and maketo enter long prayer.

those widows who had lost their houses

through the sharp practice of some of those before me.

*egan to hoot .

-—me-;- and others, more timid, chose again to leave.

efore,-Sjaall ye reee.i.ve. the greater... damna-tion-^U.

they were serving as spies upon,me. Therefore did I speak

•fit mhirf4i the boldest of the Pharisees

-Leather wra.Pt i nw-on-
I

■prayorj (fg>p;

Then'was"my" voice loud: J*wue" un Lu-

Pharisees, /hypocrites! For ye

sayj "Look upon me

fingers of the old women who embroider*
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"Wherefore," said I to the Pharisees, "did you not feed the

widow's children instead of acquiring the house? Blind

guides! Men of Mammon! Whosoever shall swear by the gold of

the Temple, will become a debtor before the Lord. Fools and
blind! ^ou pay tithes of mint and anise and cumin and

omit the weightier matters of the law, and of judgment and of

mercy and of faith^ Thooe ought you Lu 'Iruu'e dona and not —

-teave-tho other-undone, ye blind guides who strain at a gnat

and swallow a camel. Woe unto you! For ye make clean the

outside of the cup and the platter. But within are they full

of extortion and excess. Blind Pharisees, cleanse first that

which is within the cup and platter that the inside may be

also clean. Woe unto you! For ye are like unto whited

sepulchers which appear beautiful without but are full of

dead men's bones and all uncleanness. Even so, ye build the

tombs of the prophets and.^garnich the s-epu-Leheyo of the —

righfeeouu aTTd^ycmuy ;—T

fathers- wo would nnt-Lha,

killed the prophets. Vo. are-the moei-nuro nf ynnr fat-bore, Apd-

a generation n£irip™--in

f WS. Imd been"*iTr~Lliu day s“TT.C* Ultra

parfc^k^yy--^rHdT~M^em.---j...p,-l.thol.. n ...... .

Met ye are the children of them who
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And I knew that I spoke this last with the brave voice

of John the Baptist and so now was I truly his cousin.

"Behold," I said; n-ow-t "I will send unto you prophets and

wise men. Some ye shall kill and some crucify, and some

shall ye scourge, and persecute from city to city. And upon

you will fall all the righteous blood shed upon the earth

from the blood of righteous Abel unto the blood of Zechariah

whom ye slew between the Temple and the altar. All of these

things shall come upon this generation.

"0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem! You have stoned those who were

sent unto thee! Behold-;—yuur liuiTSE is le'f’t" uulu yuu—~-■

Yet my heart was heavier than a burden of many stones.

For I feared that my words were true. If these were my

people and this my Temple, then I must mourn for Israel. And

it was time to depart from the Temple; by now had the

Pharisees summoned many officers of the guard and all of such

people were wroth with my words.
LUCCO

Yet, the multitude who surrounded me -were-like unto a

tempest of whirling sands upon the desert, and this multitude

was of my followers. And they, being much moved by my words,
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were so ready to bring me forth that no man interfered with

my leaving SJffchough some of the Temple Guard were -not with^kfc

stones in their hands. And many were the Pharisees with

stones in their hearts. But they cast not one bone or rock

or clod.

If they sought to take me^yet no man laid hands on my

garments. My hour was not come. They would approach and

fall back, and approach and fall back, and there was that in

my eye which told them not to touch my cloth.

And in such manner did I depart from the Temple on the

first day.
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-36-

And once without the walls of the Great Temple did all

of my throng, being full of exultation, now climb with me to

Mount of Olives.

One after another then did disciples come forward on the

Mount and having heard me in the Temple, did say: "When

shall great things be? And what shall be the sign? And will

we all rise at the end of the world? Will ye be with us?"

And again theaae was a multitude about me, larger even

than had been in the Temple. And I said unto them, "Take

heed that no man deceive you. For the sign of my coming and

the end of the world will be only when I am no longer among

you." And I knew not why I said so much as that unless

vaSthe power- olf^my draam^rvami ng + ? ae-^.T-ry ni er

powerf -that - -T. r-nvi-ld.. .nnt» na i nr in -i I

repeated^ "I will come when I am no longer among you."

They groaned. Honest was their pain at these words and

such feeling brought tears to my eyes. For I could see that,
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withal, they loved me. So did I feel a new need to bring

them counsel. And witeh all the strength of the veiae of 'the *

Lord (again frirthnom i arf , I said: "Many shall come in

my name saying, 'I am Christ' and shall deceive many. Ye

shall hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you be not

troubled^jf5r all these things must come to pass. Nation

shall rise against nation and kingdom against kingdom, and

there shall be famines and pestilences and earthquakes. All

these are but the beginning of sorrow. And they shall

deliver you up as my followers, and they shall kill you, and

ye shall be hated of all nations for my name's sake. And

because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax

strong for gold. But he that shall endure to the end, the

same shall be saved. And this gospel of the Kingdom shall be

preached in all the world for■a witnoec unto all nations and

only then shall the end come." And in that instant,

surrounded by my multitude, who swayed and groaned and even

growled at such words issuing from my lips, did I hear the

Lord speaking to me of the minions of the Devil who would

come upon the earth armed with a store of small miracles,

each of these minions /Slairnisg. to be like unto the return of
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myself. And I felt as if beneath our feet lay^^bottomless

~ t-of deception. Aja* I said:

"If any man shall say unto you, 'Lo, here is Christ,' or

say, 'He is here,1 believe it not for there shall arise false

prophets and they shall show great signs and wonders

insomuch, if it were possible, they would deceive the very

elect. Wherefore if they say unto you, 'Behold, he is in the

desert,' go not forth. Or, "Behold, he is in the secret

chambers,' believe it not. For if the lightning comes out of

the east and shines even unto the west, so shall be the

coming of the Son of Man. For after the tribulation of those

days shall the sun be darkened and the moon not give her

light and the stars fall from heaven and the power of heaven

shall be shaken, and then shall appear the sign of the Son of

Man in heaven and then shall all the tribes of the earth

mourn and they shall see the Son of Man coming on the clouds

of heaven with power and great glory. And he shall send His

angels with the great sound of a trumpet and they shall

gather together the elect from the four winds, from one end

of heaven to the other. Verily, I say unto you, this

generation shall not pass till all these things be fulfilled.
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Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words not. Watch,

therefore, for ye do not know the hour your Lord doth come.

But know this: if the good man of the house had known in

what watch the thief would come, he would have watched and

not have suffered his house to be broken up. Therefore be ye

also ready. For in such an hour that you think not, the Son

of Man cometh.

"And then shall he say to them, 'Go ye, blessed of my

Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from the

foundation of the world. For I was hungry and ye gave me

meat; I was thirsty and you gave me drink; I was a stranger

and ye took me in; naked,and ye clothed me; I was sick and ye

visited me; I was in prison and you came unto me. Yea,

verily, I say unto you, inasmuch as you have done it unto one

of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.

And inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the least of these,

ye did not to me.1 And these who did not, shall go away unto

everlasting punishment but the righteous into life

who would go towere guarantaea to be of

And they cheered mightily, as if all who

eternal."

listenSS

life

eternal. And in the plaudits of this multitude, so did I
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also think that if the hossanahs of many were all that one

Man wifll bewill be the feast of the Passover and the Son

And as I sailbetrayed and crucified." I

Ln thetravel far into the sky and s< I know also that

ow they

might take should>y force or by subtlety, and how t

remind us, therefore, of tasks ahead, I said,

palace of the High Pj>e^t, they must be consulting

copefemn my life. For other answers were not.

might need to do God'^work, then in truth, my tasks were

finished, and all of Judder would be given life eternal.^

dfcys"In t’

felt my/words

spoken with more force in my voice and more anger in my heart

than beforehand ever before. Soon might all of this

multitude be without me and if without me, would they have

learned any means to find their way again to the Lord?


