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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO THE SON

-1-

In those days, I was the one who came up from Nazareth in

Galilee and was baptized by John in the River Jordan. And

later came John Mark, known as Mark, who in writing his gospel

said of me that when I was with John the Baptist, and came up

out of the water, I saw the heavens open "and a spirit like a

dove descending upon him, and there came a voice from Heaven

saying, 'Thou art My beloved Son in whom I am well pleased.'"

Upon which, Mark next said: "And immediately the Spirit

driveth Him into the wilderness, and He was there in the

wilderness forty days tempted of Satan; and He was with the 

wild beasts; and the angels ministered unto him.
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That is not untrue, yet its truth is like unto an acorn

/?5
-beneath<the great oak which is fctoe- verity. I would not say

that Mark brought false message, no more than I would speak

ill of an acorn. Nor would I deride others who come after

such as Matthew, Luke or John who -etro boot known. Still did»

they leave errors in recounting my days and many were the

sayings they gave to me which were even, by times, correct in

language, but too often did they describe me as gentle when I

was wroth of voice. They did not know me, and so told in

their words no more than what others related as my ^ord-3';

such gospel is to be leaned upon no more than a bush that is

separated from its roots and blows across a field like a dry

thing. Besides, I am the Son of Man, and can speak for

myself, nor have I forgotten even one hour of what happened to

me, no more than a new coin would forget the die who minted
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So I will proceed with my true account of the gospel as 

it was witnessed by me, and if there are some who would ask

how the words I speak were written, I would answer: That is a

mystery but of no great import^rnaomuoh ac the Lord often

spoke through me and I uttered many words that were not mine

but His. Nor did I lack for scribes in the hundred years

after my death nor in all centuries following. Look then upon

this gospel ^as no more than a miracle of small dimension,, Jout

then, my gospel, as is true of the others, is an account of 

miracles. So my words should give no pause. Look upon them 

fcfrfflmpt t-erfcfrfflmpt t-er a warrant of my days. May it be set 

down with respect for much of what has already been told, yet 

still, must /Explain more my 'v uy jg'esf'than others are able 

to reveal.
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-2-

In the early years of my apprenticeship as a carpenter,

the work would be heaviest when splitting a log to shape our 

upon a wedge

'again, until eight or sixteen such divisions had

planks, -for- ve uaod (the head of an axe to strike
a (s> c^u^

unti 1 j'tT’sjolit-tho length of—the t-ruftk~ywhereup

been mad^ along tho length of the—t£EU.« And it took a master 

carpenter to guide the placement of the wedges.

the wood. For never did I forget that the first tree in the

Once, however, that we had shaped our planks, which

involved much trimming^then could “we obtain a communion with 

Garden grew apples endowed with knowledge of good and evil*
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often it seemed to me that much good and evil was in the 

will and temper of the woo<^ had to respect the spirit

with which you-worked inasmuch a fine piece labored upon for 

days could betray the tool upon the smallest mistake* and

piA-e'S
sometimes, &ueh wood might split in treachery for no mistake

at all, but rather out of the knowledge of good and evil and 

much desire to do the latter.

And I also knew wood that was kin to a dear friend who 

served my wishes and guided my chisel, and there was wood that 

resisted the drill whereas other planks would yield with 

comely grace j(o tho-samo dfUjZ as if enabled by the hole

■better to breathe^ /There was wisdom to be respected in this

treatment of wood and I used to feel honorable doing such

work, and V did it w-ith liuiTUt for many years. The scent of a

good plank properly shaped for placement i-ri a cabinet gave 

pleasure since there was concupiscence of spirit between the
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wood and one's hand—I know not how else to say it, but then

being an Essene there was not much to say of such matters
(/- a.ll AecP*’ t&e.se sfiv/c.'bcsf'

*sinoc we did not believe in gods of all description as did the

it was not meet to speak of communion with

wore white robes whenever not at labor, andJoseph, and he

when there was scarcity of water was to suffer withas

one's skin from the harsh ashes of limestone that we usei

And thereby, was it said of us as

Essenes that we were a sect which must soon die out

how the aim of each Essene was to live in suchconsidering

cleanliness or, if with

lie down with her only on such times as God said

I was as devout as my father on earth, who was

wife, would

Romans*<3

our river would dry and (wells became low inasmuch

wood. Besides

that we would/take as? woman for wi

washed such robes frequently, and somotimoo-'with -daily. travail

to make a child, whereby, if the Lord never spoke, children
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could not be forthcoming among Essenes.

us that we needed /to make new c'mvrrtg., and oftnn, in order

\^f. not 5<T"die out. I, being so raised, was instructed to believe

wab^Zfaid of

that women, if one did not know their nature, were not to be

entered, and I l-4vod without-thorn- and thought litt-te on such

matters, although, given the nature of my mother's conception

of me, it was meet that I, who was in such great part His son,

if not indeed entirely His son--for ef cuoh matLei"^ did I-

jLi'll' know ItLLle, —did comprehend iaiw/God would not wish me to

spend my hours on dioinkuiitnri lascivious inclination,.

So it is that my communion with other spirits in those

years was nearest while working with the wood of God's trees

and much they taught me about good and evil, until I was even

ready to notice that an evil man could not pass by a fine tree

without saddening its leaves.
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-3-

Now in the time of which I write, so was I still a

carpenter at the age of thirty and had passed through my

apprenticeship under Joseph for twice seven years and was now

a master, but if it be asked whether in my youth, other

apprentices had jealousy of me because they looked upon him as

my father, I would answer that Joseph served God best by

treating all of his workers with as much respect as those

woods he fashioned for/cabinets. Never was I his favorite in

these years of apprenticeship, but on certain days, when I

would do well and be most scrupulous among the young men of

our shop, Joseph would then nod and say, "Thou wouldst make a
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inasmuch as his head waswhy he spoke in such odd manner,

turned to the side, as though to press his lips upon a secret 

in his bosom even if it werethat turned like a wild creature

now I was a man, and he was old and his memory had grown weak.

So maybe he could not recall ^rl that he had relate

on such rare occasion as I

tho u g 1 rte—e£—rt. Yet he had told me all I needed to know even
foe ( efte '

intended." And who could say 

if I had not known what to do with aneh know-Lod^,/^.! iuur

jo UAX- <*>^l amry
return tc> Nazareth from ~rn~rir il.m. Zhen T *;:i twelve.

thought tho cooret was otill" witt^Ji'iia.— 9g did I,—by roepout

< s® secret i ncibmunfr-a? T kneuf the true story of my birth from

the time I was twelve, in which year food- Joseph

I wished to forget what ho had-aaid smjr it was without*
purpose in my life (and disturbing
, „ r! ! f /_______

good carpenter, if that had been

*TOr h-Hft,—ft&vcy ponder for long upon what he had imparted to me-
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■years, it was the custom of my family to journey to Jerusalem 

in the week before Passover(in company with a host of other

Essenes from Nazareth, rich and poor together, even a faw.

aJ~Lhi_-

were comfortable 

wearing our white garb 7^>

=b=te=^w)£lem uf~~TTnrYobservances of the law, and cOC.

fear brigands on the road; we were many. And it was a journey 

of three days on foot from dawn to dark to traverse the hills 

and valleys between Nazareth in Galilee and Jerusalem in

Judea. And my parents went to this Feast of the Passover in

Jerusalem every yearZ^ Yet, on this year, my twelfth, was it

different. For when they turned to go back to Nazareth from

Jerusalem, I was not ready. Nor can I explain how it was, but

a?I stayed behind in the Great Temple and since njg=s-y of the

children/Wei’S Walklhg’together, my parents did not notice.

Nor did my mother perceive my absence until half a
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on the road back.

11

Yet when they looked for me among kinfolk and neighbors,
<ss>f «<*

then were Joseph and Mary^w^B obliged to return Lu Jv.i~uaalcm ,

aaei/still did not find me until they came upon my presence in

the Temple where I was sitting in the midst of priests and 

loctors, Pharisees and Saducees and scribes, and ^sking them 

questions (which was, perhaps, permitted of me, a boy, because 

of my garb as an Essene). And to the astonishment^ of my 

parents, I was of f ering/^oa-;—offeri-ri^answers to my own 

questions and was behaving as if much learned. There was long 

discussion in such days whether the Word had been with God

from the commencement and indeed, when John would later write

his gospel, all remembeed his first sentence: "In the 

beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the

Word was God." But in that year when I was twelve, there was

swteto- and dispute among the priests of the Temple: Was the
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■eorridr-bahe without the spirit thnt gitmks t-e-

that—it ^rtZs /the Word of God that ‘wade-

our flesh or was our flesh eipaated by God with no Word even as

how could there be life/EcT quicken the heart of the newborn

Word ^i^^he beginning? For as they would discuss the matter,

He had created the flesh of animals? JSnd I listened to noted

doctors whp<spoke in the Temple that day Of how in the
|4A.L<5>^'

beginning the Word had ter have been said and that Word muot be*~*

be any reason Jihoa not to raisea.nd wfua-rnfoopfcriii'l d then

Word j^aB-ffleah?

slaves wen-ac flookc-are ro-isod in order to slaves

as?
afterward and conaimc them like

lesh* frrr otherwise, we should be no better than the animals.

How else, unless

It was then I began to speak. According to my parents, 

who entered the chamber even as I was uttering my first words, 

such thoughts from the mouth of a twelve-year-old were as a
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must it have, hern „~i jpirnrcJke. ■wers-

ly words were so holy

with her own voice no more than she ffouldshape to

she Guaul-d not give

speaking through me for the first time. "my "mother /•'I A?-

miracle. And-§ince I have no recollection of what I said.^£o_

me later by Joseph, I said tip mease to the assembled priests

;he Word .as—1 i vi ng insnderstanding ofas flesh, we *euld tai

and doctors ■tehan that before we had need to look upon the Word

pronounce aloud the name of the Lord. But as it was told to

water. For as all know, on the coldest day of winter, or on

arising in the dawn, the breath of a man is like unto a cloud.

So is our breath cousin to a small sea, and 

^4#?iether of flesh or spirit, y with 

that boaiag the vessel of the Word^Therefore. W~rd, 

sea

inasmuch as all the waters are His, even as all the rivers go 

down to the great seapteterC~~is H±a largest water
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And when I was older, and no longer a carpenter and had

left Nazareth to preach the gospel, so did I also know by then

that the Word was indeed flesh. For if I had never
S'// »

obtained knowledge of a woman, i&afe did I know that to whisper 

was to awaken desire forinto the ear of another

the creation of flesh.

Of course, I did not enter discussion of suchymatters

when I was twelve, even if I was speaking in the voice of the

Lord. •siii.Z’did I tell those august elders that the Word was

in the mist that came from our mouths, and such wisdom proved

astonishing to them. My mother would always say that the

faces of these doctors, priests, Pharisees, Sadducees and 

scribes, was engraved forever upon her heart. And/for such 

reason I believe ^s—i,t at this juncture on our lonely return 

to NazarethJUaat while walking much alone/ and all three of us 

in fear of brigands 



passage, tor»fr mo acido -and-tjtld me the true story of my birth.
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Joseph was not only

even to three times

work and he adjured me constantly that it was better not to

And-vcla€ed

bedchamber of Mary who was then a virgin and

pious and would bathe all of his body

a day, but always wore white even when at

easy* biuaWi/for Joseph to tell lire/the true story of my

the angel Gabriel /come down to Galilee and entered the

aid to her, and

marry but to pray for the good of the Lord and -ise be/more

devout than other Essenes. So it could not have been P*'

conception and my birth. Yet, did
a ____________ _____ „ _

Toeeti fespoused to my mother, Mary*. ys-te^unknownst to b/i-m-;

Yet to understand how it transpired is not simple
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these words are as

/from Mary: "Hail,

Joseph said them to me a-feesr hearing them 

thou that art highly favored; the Lord is

with thee Blessed art thou among women." My mother, however,

was not only a virgin but had been much fortified by her 

mother, also an Essene, concerning tho 4Angpvp nf failure tq

safeguardAfmo' s chastity before^rfVc howr_^3 marriage. Yet,

now was the angel Gabriel, dressed in white, and- j-haree before 

her /as handsome in -f a a t ana as his own radiance^ :he white

of his garments was like the light of the moon* she

could see clearly how Gabriel was an

wonder what manner of salutation was

before Gabriel as if her virtue were

man had ever

hast found

then /chis angel,

entered before, said, "Fear not, Mary, for thou

angel. Still, did she

walls of ( determination £f«mbli«g like sand^nto the

r«diftg/in her/f^om, which no

already in flux

favor with God. Behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb and
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bring forth a son, and shalt call his name Jesus. He shall be

great and shall be called the Son of the Highest, and the Lord

God shall give to him the throne of his father David and he

shall reign over the house of Jacob forever and of his kingdom

there shall be no end."

the mouth of the angel Gabriel, and»they -aise/bf the general

truth, although, according to my mother, the angel said less v

and she~~knew more. ' ^ha ^id^ay to Gabriel, "Hmw Sha 11

this come to be seeing as I know naught of man nor of such

desires?" And the angel said unto her, "The Holy Ghost shall

be with thee and the power of the Highest shall overshadow 

the^, therefore that holy thing born of thee shall be called

the Son of God, for with Him, nothing is impossible."

My mother knew then a fear that she would faint, but she

only-said, "Be it according to thy word," and in such an
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she had conceived and was with child.had happened and

'Snd small illness followed upon small illness? unt-4-1 it was

weefcs<from the time she had been visited by the angel^. -and

instant, even as

other breath fehat she had taken. Whpraiipnn,

the angel^departed^my mother knew that much

the unruly ^gypga«^ot^ ^.w°man who is

was not like any

say

had much belief in the virtue of

he made

Aa id*town.

"angel of the Lord appeared aga-ij» to Joseph, but in a.

d^eam, and tko^angnJ.. raid, "Joseph, thou son of David, take

hrj
plans to -cirt- her away with /r

she told Joseph ^o whom sho wao Mjopeuo-ed of how she was

a>‘
elatives im

pregnant. (Joseph was a narrow man, Thoro up snirn

transpired, MaerwevcrJ there was not such

my mother, having prayed/often

ready not to have hor poinLed- al b^ neighbors ,^and so

eside hei/; thereby was he
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UPfcs <A$/
Mary as your wife. For she has conceived by no man but^by the ~~

rl/?(
Holy Ghost and so can bring forth a son who will save yarrr■

Ct, Lf
pe-isplif from their sins."

And Joseph lied—tha wor-4s—of thro Hobrow prophet—wh

^said,—"Beliuith;—a ~v±rg4n stea-1 J—be wi th child. "—And awoke

from his sleep with the conviction that they must be wed

forthwith and ^Joseph took Mary as his wife and was scrupulous.

He knew her not nor did he dareZ*Eo know her until she brought

forth her firstborn who is myself. And they called me Jesus,

which in Nazareth, by our rough dialect, is Yeshua, and as

Yeshua was I called until the age of thirty and morn when I

»c

went to visit John the Baptist and was blessed by him and

would spend forty days on a mountain in the wilderness, 'Withrn

which was one day of discourse with the Devil, an<ycame down

from such a mountain

it that others began

to go forth on my mission. Only then was
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^07, Joseph was of ancient ancestry for he belonged to

the descendants of the house of King David and was thereby

very proud; so was it necessary before I was born that Joseph

and Mary should travel with me heavy in her womb all of three

days from Nazareth in Galilee down to Judea into the very city

of King David that is called Bethlehem, and such a journey was
'J

meet because of pacspd by Caesar Augustus that all who -
&C- (d-e. II*
1^vod in the °nipirp. nf Pn-mn nvpn to the farthn'-t nni'iiPl1-. lit

■this empire, were obliged to be taxed with each man tn be—r

s>

'wjuiiLud—in hi&"Trwir"L-iliy wheye-he had been born^-wre—was Joseph

~±n beLM,ehem. whore he now took mc>. /So, therekfwas I delivered

light zfrid tern and wrapped in swaddling clothes, and myto the

mother gave

should they

was no room

birth in a manger which, as all know by now, (even

know naught else) was duo noiad because ^fntere

at the inn. And indeed tJagy-^ere turned away

because of all that accompanies the birth of an infant in a
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to clean after the birth? X

do not know if that is why the odor of gentle animals and the

smell of hay brings me peace, but love rises into my hand from

warm in me for

cona-idora-t i on t-h-ert/the husbandman iwadad such t.n arrnmpany him-

That would be the true story of my birth but for the

the hide of such beasts, and I offer what is

bless, I often

s he l&tored to provide food to multitudes.

return, so that/when I obtained the power to

tales told by my disciples who brought forth many angels to

surround the hour. __Aud—it/fs true/tha^j/shepherds keeping

guard over their flocks that night in the sun*ound4iig ^fields

^did come upon my mother and father and my own presence in—ths

manager soon after I . born, and my mother would assert in
A

much certainty that the moonlight on that eve had more

radiance by far than other nights* in later years, she
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x. hor irf______
would speak of an angel whojteid £bhe shepherds: "I bring you 

tidings of great joy for unto you this day is born Christ the

Messiah of the Lord."

have the angel saying

And Luke in his gospel was bound to

more, but then Luke was/with Paul in the 

building of community among those who would worship my name in
a J-’ 

many churches throughout the worlcb^ind so Luke did add much 

language to simple matters, as in declaring: "With the angel 

was a multitide of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 

'Glory to God in the highest and on earth, peace, good will 

toward men.'" And Luke even would have had it that the 

shepherds made my birth known throughout the world, but of

this I Qm not corta-in. /For my years were quiet when I was a

boy^ -i-nd nn ............. il<. i my Ham*' Teens, only as Vpchn^

^rtayhapT/<the shepherds hearkened to the radiance of the 

moon outside the manger and spoke much of it in all the places

near to Jerusalem. For it is that Herod, King of Israel, 
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heard of such matters and was troubled by which hp heard— .

and spoke to his chief priests and to his scribes of how word 

extent of these tales, w«—I buur

in twenty mangers girding the hillsnot only in Bethlehem but

•wtngTea'r wgs th dr

saw that the prophets had spoken of such matters Zn the land 

many places^ witi-1 by the

of a ae-rtajp^holy birth was descending upon his court from

of Jerusalem and mych did this vex Hero

made study of the scrolls and

o discover

of Judah: "For out of thee, Bethlehem, shall come a governor 

that shall rule my people, Israel.
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In that year of my birth Herod was already an old king.

en young,

rave more than others; all agreed he was the 

declaration from Rome: or this reason, was Herod hated by

sb \n?ndin^7-th-at //e had ten wives^j 

are few, and,

greatest warrior wj^Israel, and -h man ,pf multiplicity of lus-

ad (ne/been mighty in reknowr^, handsome as

equal at hunting or sport, indeed, none.

loved him not. For he was /an Idumean from south of Judea and

fjtertTTytefes'Knnd 1 ng.^i.i d Caesar yake.Qiim emperor of all

Hebrews

many including all most devout among us, and he put graven
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He^-'od haK^a lifesuch is forbidden by the Commandments. _3ud

of theFew were/Jews who didfull of uncleanness

manner ofthan the■fexl array of his/deeds, yet none was worse

images of the Roman eagle on the gates of our. Temple/Sven if

not know

his most

dark thatbelovei

he could not trust her fidelity, and convinced thoreby^bhat

had hisshe would destroy him il

5beloved Mariamne struck down. (he mourned her and so,1 -

much, that he gave large favors to hie two sons by-her-

execution of his eloved wife, Mariamn^, and she was
-fe

y;hoi«eupan was afflicted with suspicion so

■tehoy oumi Lu pTUL,—wllfaiieupon Its discovered theii

•—-intontjHan7—and they were beheaded. _Tt then[said by the

( kt-f&
A-4ari-fnbnViB, each of wKom)»uw wfelral Lu beLia;

hi-m fer-good cuuu^cr inaomurii/as he had murder ad their mother

Emperor Augustus in Rome: "Better to be Herod's swine than

his son." And that was much repeated among the Jews.
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that. many al.‘.u j.n t nrh yp

rtrprimc of a depth of evi 1

the greatest of his fears was that the babe of whom ho haeb

,/even as he

into council andwas sick and (dying,/did he call wise men

inquire of them on which night -bad these

bright lights of Llie atai1 and Herod sent three

least so it

the young

child and when you have found him, bring me word that I may

saw a star in the east whichAnd on the first night they

passed above them and moved

so did he lose more of his reason until be wac—affliotod by L (

of his wise men to Bethlehem, and told them, or at

come and worship him as well." On which word the wise men

heard,, born in a manger, would replace him.

left from the /Temple .of Jerucalom for their short journey.

shepherds /een the

is said in Matthew: "Go and search diligently for

thoy-ouuiu bo DuLhl'uliuiii~~aWid dJ-IUHd'liiySBlf

erod grew older,

moon

to the south until in a few hours
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they opened chests with gifts of gold and frankincense and 

is not true, and all should know, for if theremyrhh—which

oseph and Mary would have spoken of such

in the years

greater value inasmuch as these wise men gave warning to

that followed. But indeed they offered a gift of

before Mary and Joseph and worshipped me. So it is told. And

had been

Joseph that he should not go back to any land governed by

Herod, ajjdT^ndeed, toeing of uicdegk- they,—too-r did not s^e-

e
----- bacte?—not -to-Jeruoalja., but departed to far-off countries in

the hour after recognizing my birth. Nor did Joseph wait

until morning but took Mary and myself away in stealth from

Bethlehem and traveled^Tnto Egypt and lived there until the

death of Herod, which would ensue before another year was 

sent forth Wes soldiers to Bethlehem with orders to slay

spent. Yet did Herod exact

adness peculiarwas wroth in that

vengeance most terrible, for he

7
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all children born nigh upon the time of my own birth. And the

words of the prophet Jeremiah were fulfilled: "Lamentation and

weeping and mourning, and Rachel was weeping for her children

and would not be comforted because they are not."

So it was only after Herod had expired that an angel of

4^-^4the Lord came again to my rwfeiwr's husband—in Egypt—'and said

to him in the midst of his dream: "Arise, ^UL'fayh, and take

this young child and his mother and go back into the land of

Israel, for the king who sought this child's life is now

dead." And so Joseph returned in the direction of Judea, but

when he heard that Herod had been followed by /another of his

sons, <undthe cruellest, named Archelaus, Joseph again

felt great fear and turned aside from Bethlehem to go north

for three days until he cwroe—backet o that pia-e-e» in the hills

which is Nazareth, and as such was it written before it 

ensued; in the words of the prophets: "He shall be called a
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Nazarene."

And when I was told this story in my twelfth year on our

return from Jerusalem, so wao ■I- ^nuch aware of the deaths of

the many children of Bethlehem and the lamentations and

>efore the priests in understanding an3-powers

mourning that followed upon it, wherefore I decided hat

£ on

.that aarly day in my twelfth year had come to me from the

spirits of these many children^I knew that they had died

wiiuidez^iiig—the generusi-Ly uf-these man;

UdL lydt 11 j 1111i i i,n had left

me with a debt, Feg ■Udmeuyt mustybe faithful to the great

in my place,

gifts they had relinquished.
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Now must I speak a little of my life from the time I was

born unto the time I was twelve. For in Nazareth we

a life like others and Joseph who, in all ways but one, was my

father, had become such a devout man that he spent much time

in the modest house of prayer that was our small synagogue m—

■NuiurtHTh and often studied from those few scrolls that were 

^with owr synagoguesuch a small place, and he them

“Offell,—for ho-coula read in the language of the ancient

Israelites. And from that time when I was four was I sent to

school in the house of prayer and there instructed, so I knew

many of the ordinances that had come to us from Moses inasmuch 
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as each of the Ten Commandments had given birth to another ten

and these hundred in turn another ten hundred, until the law

of the Jews by the year of my birth was a compendium most

immense of laws and we knew the five books of the Pentateuch

which are Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and the book of

Deuteronomy. And I also studied the sayings of Elijah, and

Elisha and Ezekiel and Isaiah and much of what had not been

written in our scrolls was remembered and spoken by those who

passed on the word from great-grandfather to great­

grandchild. So had I not been wholly unprepared to talk to

the priests of the Great Temple in Jerusalem, being full of

the spirit of the miracles wrought by Elijah and Elisha and

could explain to Joseph on our trip back to Nazareth, inasmuch

as he consulted me on my opinion, that the Lord could not be

pleased with the people of Israel since He had granted of late 

no miracles fitting to our needs, and Joseph had replied:
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35
"Now is the time of the Romans, and wp—i n J ana eJ must live

under the yoke. anrl^T"is meet. For thereby we repay the

Lord for our sins."

"But when the Messiah comes," I said to Joseph, "he will 

bring miracles,"

"When comes the Messiah?" he asked of me.

If he still treated me as a child, nonetheless did he

deem me worthy of respect through the circumstances of my

birth, but until the day that I spoke aloud in the Temple, he

had not seen me as more than ordinary any other way. Yet

now as he recalled how even the High Priest had come to listen

before I was done, Joseph's spirit was full of joy on our

return and this despite our danger each night of encountering

brigands. And so he said to me with a light in his eye, "Ye 

who know more than any, tell of when we will see the Messiah."

OL
"That will be only," I said, "when God believes faher year 
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hasxcaarte in which to change the hearts of men.

the hearts of men.

"So do you speak," he said, "but you do not know," and

there was that in his tone to tell me I must now be si

then as if an angel/heard wha 

brought benefices from the Lexxl

were back to Nazareth, I had dreams,en we

God and He returned to me in His words, but where I spoke to

y&axa that followed I could understand no reason why the Lord 

not what to believe, and could not see 

"All powers are possible for the Almighty," said Joseph.

myself as His sonr*rwot wholly

in truth, I knew

"but to myself I said, "I /Tno'.r:-- Arrd^J will try to change the 

hearts of men." A great peace full of sweetness came upon me

To which I replied: "All but onaJ And that-—is to change 

id not say aloud and had

would choose a woman from a simple family when it was Joseph,
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not Mary, who could speak of ancestors paggi-ng back through

generations to David the King. Yet from scrolls I had read

and with much discussion of text in our school so did I also

know that the Lord looked upon rich women and their jewels as

next to harlots, even as those of us who were Essenes looked

only in awe of His majesty but in

I thought of the daysfear of His wrath

so upon rich women, but still I was ot at ease with the Lord,

not by any w

of the flood, when "God saw that the wickedness of man was

great upon the earth and that every imagination and the

thoughts of his heart was evil continually and the Lord even

repented that He had made man upon the earth for it grieved

Him in His heart and the Lord even said, 'I will destroy man

whom I have created from the face of the earth, both man and

beast and the creeping things.'" A^d yet when I doubted tha-te—

stiuli a bulLy could be-my father-;—Him i1-1 a
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ondream

Isaac

in my of thedream I thought to ask

had my mother, inborne Holy

the presence ofwithouticeivedthat Isaac might be cjorder

dream and said,in thatnswer to me

presence and none conceive

tihout favor in My eyes. ought of the

this son by way of the

A woman so bold as to desire to-

"Women who con«Jeive are aware ofA My

howyit was possible that Sarah had borne Abraham

Abraham. And God ga;

Lord whether Sarah had

in hiA\pld age when Abraham was a hundred yhars old. So

without/Me. For there is

great cry that arose out of every house in Egypt on the night

when the Lord slew all the firstborn, from the firstborn of

Pharoah even to the firstborn of the poorest Egyptian hut in

the sand, even to the captive in the dungeon. There was not

an Egyptian house where there was not one dead. And I

repeated His words: "I, the Lord, thy God, am a jealous God 

visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children and to 
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the third and fourth generation of them that hate Me, -and .

whowing mprry unto thousand^ of thorn that- -1 ova Mp. mid keep~My-

oommandiirenibu,11 and I knew the Lord often thought of wreaking

destruction upon His own people. Strerg-td-siiffb- a day romp,—the.

T.nrd--h?d power tn °hnw criiplty ^nd destruction mnrp even tha-n-

the practices of the Pnmegg- And I remembered how the Lord

had said to Moses, "Behold, these people will rise up and go 

a-whoring after the Gods of strangers, and will forsake Me and

break My covenant and then shall My anger be kindled against

them and I will forsake them and hide my face from them, and 

they shall be devoured and many evils and troubles shall

befall them. So they will cay in tlnrt duy,—u^'e not th?gp

-will ailVAly hide My~fBi.p. in that dny fnr thpy had tm-ned n»t?-

fo did He also speak of the limitless fire other Got

■vils come upon us because ouu—God- is uiuL among US?1----- Kild

that would be kindled from His anger until it "shall burn unto 
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the lowest hell and shall consume the earth with her increase

and shall set afire the foundations of the mountains. They

shall be burnt with hunger and devoured with burning heat and

with bitter destruction. I shall destroy both the young man

and the virgin, the suckling also and the man with gray hair.

Indeed would I scatter them into all corners were it not that

I feared the wrath of the enemy." And it occasioned me great

confusion that- in the midst of God's wrath, yejwould He

take cognizance of the wrath of His enemy. So I wondered wltva

such an enemy might be. -a*

wisjiderAd that He could hp -- ¥horoby7—even with such—

wonder at Hie otrangth, yet was I no longer knowing in my

confusion, thinking of all He had said in the grrnl 1 whe+iTer

the Lord was immense beyond measure^ err but aJ3od ^in contest'

among other Gods? £rrd -thorefere j eal'WUB i—And I do not know 

if I felt His wrath because of having such thoughts in my 
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dream but a/fever did come upon me and I was ill/in my twelfth 

Jerusalem andrdid forget much—of all/that(Joseph had told me 

I recovered from fever, I was again like other children Wft 

on those three days of travelling back to Nazareth. And when

year and on into my thirteenth/SfEer our journey home from

now a young man for I was a day more than thirteen. And so I 

began work as an apprentice in the shop where Joseph was 

master carpenter and learned much from him and spent ■fchncp

seven years as a simple apprentice and then seven again as a

full apprentice befuiu I could say that I was a young master

were sjo,ent acquiringyear

the wisdom of how to bulld-^ilialry aliil UablneLs-and tables a:

foors and windows

of carpentry. And the first seven

housea-in wood and s-tefte-;-- And would f ini °h -my ~^ur.?j-j On _

for the hnmp, Then-;—when I wzrs becuiiiE as—
'entfy batfes,

■otatang -aa ether carpenters;—t-wwtnd under Jr.cpnh to build

young niaatui by fasl'iiuiiiiig £Uriillui:e'~uf-the finest kind
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Joseph used to say: "Where wood can be joined to wood by 

the carpenter who loves the subtlety of the joint, so will one

board of wood cleave

blessed. But planks

as-the nail rusts or

to another, as in a marriage that is

that v&e. joined by nails /fall apart even 

a marriage is corroded by adultery."

So was I never given tools that were made of iron until 

after I had served my first apprenticeship of seven years with

tools of bronze, and Joseph spoke to me always of obstacles

faced by carpenters in other lands and ancient times, and he

would tell of how Egyptians would fashion small chests of 

great loveliness, even if in their earliest days they had no
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more for need/than acacia and sycamore, or fig and tamarisk, Q

knotty and too fibrous^&ji yuud working, and thereby were

obliged to finish all surfaces with plaster, or paint and gold
leaf so that it was only later, after ^^trade with Lebanon/for"

cedar, cypress, juniper, pine and yew had eoiuiumiCUU,—and-7—in-

*addiLie>n-, ebony from Punt, that these Egyptians could f erchion

th/LUr finest chests, but by then they knew to use ivory for 

fine inlay and/excise all knots in inferior wood, and cover 

such defects with veneer using many small chips for a

marquetry. So the deeds of Egypians in carpentry, even when

limited to bronze tools, were more beautiful than our own

despite the softness of their chisels and adzes^ a'lid sand and—■>

er&arXz--we¥e--ttL£ir only means te-polish a .surface. Even to 

make a round hole in wood required much thought, nor were 

their bow drills the equal of the brace drill Joseph ^ould 

employ which was made of iron. Still, the Egyptians had been 
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masters of joints and their work knew mitres, shoulder mitres,

dovetail mitres, and the dowels of hard wood and bronze pins.

3u were the chairs ah'd Udblnuls;—the bed frames; -and stools and—4

great caskets uf the" Eqyplidns—btri'lL—all this Joseph Imparted-

Now, in our

to work the iron 

work, we had iron and indeed the use of lead

swords that came from smelters so far away as Abyssinia and

Damascus where men knew/to turn tfroir. steel into cutlery and 

fine weapons, but then, steel was more costly than gold.

^Beaideo?—Jlj ir I i inrtod. in nil that war, forbidden 

ggnin-t- tho use of jron-i-hat was tn be studied in the old—

scrolls,—even—Lu out instruction that no Luul of—iron could be

FHWP.1 oyed—j-w~~tiTe~~constrUctioTT'Uf an altar foi- otrr—Luiliplu.3.~

beech, oak, yew, fir, lime, and c^wde cedar was—us\d for

Still, we had many woods with which to work: maple, 
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—out- hwildinge ?.nH rnir\h4p^, but 'utt such I did rmt InhnfT

inaomuoh as Joceph-was renowned in hio ahop for taoies, ~

ehairs,, beds, and when need nrXsp.,—for hio—caokots that were------

so well fas-h-ioned-+liril~ lal-p.i—lie WcL> jeven 'entrusted by Romans

/with the making of chariotS~:-- And I recall how I learned to

look upon oak, whose wood was hard, and upon maple which was

supple for beds^and cedar that was sweet-smelling for chests.

Sycamore, holly, lime and boxwood did I also use for turning
lexb

legs of chairs; /or tool handles ess {The wood of wild olive,

excellent in its hardness, as was elm or ash. And citron

wood, even as with steel, was more expensive than gold, and we

used it for ^ine veneers0s also was employed terebinth and

palm, the alder root and the wood from a holly tree. And -by—■

bhi".n T knew—about the use of elm for dnnrf ramaja--prrTTd-

<Lliiebliulds“

I had friends in other shops (who wished to learn how to
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plate fine objects in gold and silver or use horn and ivory

for inlay, and some of us even spoke of migrating to Rome so

only the dreams of apprentices, and indeed I received much

mockery from others since I, like my family, observed numerous

practices of purity,

indulged in sj*eh practicessaid that the Emperor and Empress

itehat(none-ofus could fear of burning our euis urrfor

lictcntrcg*:

'ere at last uf lion and my

as a gouge; all such were mine, and I knew how to set the

teeth of my saw so that the dust flew out from the cut with

an adze, a cubit rule, a saw, and chisels for paring, as well

for me, and I was

ehest coi'itainod a rasp, a plane, a hammer, an auger, a gimlet,

that we might apprentice our skills topasters, but such were

For that matter
&>£

proud that the tools within

Rome was

each pull and again on each push. Then was I also adept with
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brace and drill, a claw hammer, and a draw knife. And in the

last year of my second apprenticeship, did I even acquire my

own lathe, becoming thereby a young master in the craft of

carpentry and knew how to season wood in all seasons by

stripping the bark from certain trees to dry them before they

were felled yet could separate others that boi»ng by nature

dry, were stored away for a year under cover of fresh manure,

which we renewed from time to time, in order that such wood

when worked did not split.

Also did I learn how to make fir fit for flooring, and we

-/''UcA ct~
said many prayers over such wood fw it wnn li^h-ln tn bnrn_-

And other prayers were learned for winter oak, for turkey oak, 

and beech, all of which were liable to decay. And I knew how

alder was excellent for the foundations of small houses since

the wood did not perish underground being too pure in nature 

to rot. And cypress was looked upon as blessed, for it 
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resisted the worm; birch could also be chosen for

foundations. Heavy, it would not rise with flooding.

If I speak much of foundations and floorings, so did we

also work on roofs, and yet in truth,/was I not only a_
kadi

carpenter but, by time3>{a laborer covered with mud when we

made bricks for the walls of ordinary houses and did employ

the Greek measure of dimensions, five palms square was a brick

for public buildings amd four palms square for a man

home. And we covered such bricks with limestone which, being

porous, would take a moist plaster and I knew how to burn

fragments of this limestone to make a stucco upon which others

could paint.

Much knowledge of my craft was acquired in the art of

steaming long thin pieces of a wood of wavy grain around a

carved template and of those grains I used, the first in 

esteem were the tiger-striped, the panther-spotted, and those 
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we called maculate, inasmuch as a swarm of bees could have

been living in the grain. And I would speak of the beauty of

citron wood which had many little waves and small spirals as

if one were looking upon wine mixed with honey and I learned

to polish with oil of juniper and oil of cedar compounded well

with beeswax and among some of us grew an art to stain and 

polish one wood until it looked like another. And I oven i

Tm-n-rncd th” ^rt^ nf snaffolding with crude tinibLij, Joseph

was a complete carpenter and taught me much.

*SC^did he also give me instruction on those arts where he

was not a master, but much he did understand about red basalt

and brown or cream limestone from Tivoli, and travertine 

marble, which cracks in fire although it is immune to ice,

which ice came upon us on occasion in Nazareth in winter, for

we lived among the hills. And Joseph told me, although I 

never saw it, about a substance called pozzolana, which was a 
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volcanic earth in the lands south of Rome; pozzolana, mixed

with lime, became cement. Which led me to think of the wisdom

of the Lord who knew the earth so well that heavy soil thrown

out of its bed by the voice of His volcanoes could yet be

treated to take up a new nature and now was determined to hold

all stones together. And although I did not know whereof I

was meditating, still did I think much on the nature of the

Lord who was my Father and of all the resources of His Kingdom 

that we learned to work upon with our hands.
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4,

Nor was it long after the year I was thirty that I began

to think of the Great Temple in Jerusalem which I had not 

since my twelfth year^^~\nd I wondered if it werevisited since my twelfth year^^\nd I wondered if it were

late for me to learn such crafts as shaping in gold and

silver, thereby to work upon the gold altar in the sanctuary

and the candlestick of light and the pouring vessels and the

censers of gold, and other golden ornaments within the Temple 

that would be mine to fashion for the Lord,—no if in '

yiderstanding of Him?—I could-now wonder whether I-k^*might be 

.without wrath shouTd~~we ever—meet-and He see that I was 

able to fashion His vessels and His altar. In such times



I feel the power of greed in me as wrs also felt whes-

certain sacred accounts in the scrolls of the gardens

linen and pillars of marble of many colors and beds made of
4

how lust was stifling to the throat and not for those who

young master.

my life when

Of him, much may be told, and it could even be said that

I knew-/him before I would meet

my cousin, and, moreover,

did I search for dedication, like Joseph, to my work as a

the Baptist inasmuch as he was 

comprehending that such desire was not for an Essene. Rather

modest in life; indeed, I

And so did my years pass until the thirty-first year of

'would" meet John—b-hr n?pt i ct ~7

silver. Such-was my greed at Wwe-thoughtS7±hat I oouldTsee

in the King's palace and how there had been hangings of purple

ire for a woman,

had heard\from all in Nazareth that we had a prophet among us.
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Much had been spoken of my cousin during the last year

yet of much ill-repute among those I knew at the Temple^^ilf

frohn-were -whioporodmany ugly ■gossips but then the Pharisees

jSE our ■/t’bmple were the merchants of Nazareth and their 

children among whom were many priests, and some devout, but 

never as equal in devotion tr> iw rn /€he white garb of the

Essenes; such men and women of the “^emple^grew fat even as we

Essenes grew thin, and these merchants had large families and 

—wmie wealth-——^n(*£heir ho&i-hq. would little be said of jsg

egSa’in John the Baptist agreeable to my ear.

Since John was my cousin, I knew of his story, but then

if we had had no relation of blood still would I have known

much about him considering how his birth and mine were-w^th a 

similarity I -teftd pondered upon inasmuch as his father,

a priest named Zacharias, was also a descendant of the family
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Zacharias, Elizabeth, was of the daughters of Aaron;

L-ilse tall blades of grass who dry in the summer drought, and

her ancestors knew Moses,end oth w®a?«(jEs senes; each wa^/thin

related to Joseph. The wife ofof David and

Zacharias and Eli-gabeth WliiLe aiid ~weij2^gngd Essenes and

Tgond thenisolvos--blamclecc notw-ithstanfling—ttrat Elizabeth

mourned how she was barren, and they woro not young in years.

I was told ./on a given day in the sixth month

before I was conceived, it—happened-Wat Zacharias was alone

by the altar in his teemplo, and small was—thi-s synagogue, and

r Zacharrsrs was performing a priest's of f ice^rtierc his lot was

to swing the censer and thereby disperse incense propor(to

each prayer, and so was he woh concentrated upon his tasks

when there appeared before him an angel who was Gabriel even

as that same Gabriel would speak to my mother in(six months.

And Gabriel stood on the right side of the altar, and



Zacharias, seeing him, was troubled, but at length did Gabriel

say: "Do not tremble, Zacharias, for Elizabeth has been

heard by the Lord and she shall bear thee a son. You are to

call him John and he shall be great in the sight of the Lord

and filled with the Holy Ghost even from the day he is felt in

your wife's womb and he, this son, John the Baptist, will

bring many of the fallen children of Israel back to the Lord

their God."

Now, Zacharias lived by observance and prayer; strait was

his gate, and so he said to the angel: "How can I know of

this? For I am an old man and my wife is without youth."

Then it was that the angel said unto him, "I stand in the

presence of God, being sent to show you good tidings. But

because you do not believe my words, behold, I now strike you

dumb and you will be unable to speak until the day that

Elizabeth bears her fruit." And when Zacharias came out of
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the Temple, everyone on the steps of the Temple marveled that

he could not speak; when he beckoned to them and sought to

utter a few words, they heard naught and could see but the

straining of his throat. He did return to his house all the

same, and quickly, and marveled how soon after on that day was

he able to give issue to his wife Elizabeth, who thereupon

conceived, and was so full of shame (yet so fearful that she

would lose what God had contrived to give her) that she hid

herself for five months; in the sixth month, Gabriel came

down to that virgin who was my mother, Mary, and she, knowing
g. -fietJ

that God had visited her directly, departed her 

the -days when Joseph was debating how to hide her among his

family, and Mary went up into the high hill country to the

house of Zacharias, whereupon she saw Elizabeth, and gave

devotion to her and salutation, kneeling before her to say, 

"Blessed art thou." Elizabeth heard these words and her babe, 
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who would yet be John the Baptist, leaped in her womb

whereupon Elizabeth knew how it was to be full of the Holy

Ghost and she spoke out with a loud voice and with length of

breath: "Blessed art thou, Mary, for you have honored me on

this day, and fe-lo-aeod wi-W he the mother—of my Lord wno has

•uimte to ma frerr my babe has turned in my womb and with

exaltation and joy. And hio -jregs leap rn my stomach whereby I

1 generations to come shall call you 

blessed." And by these words did the voice of Elizabeth 

become so fixed in my mother's ear that even as man-years

passed and I became a man, so was there difficulty «»nd unease^.

in living with my mother inasmuch as she was now so content 

with having been thus blessed that no one could say aught to

herytwd her pride was even greater than her humilityg 

was not easy to contradict her will. Nonetheless, she was 

an Essene and much devoted to our practices, and thereby 
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believed that the lowly were superior to the mighty although
~fb le

it w<Ts tehu-t^he kept saying, "He that is mighty has done to me

great things." btovear-did she /£how hesitation to speak, and

often would add "He hath scattered—the proud and hath put

down the mighty from their seats* havii'tg exa"l Led Lliem uf Ittw>

He hath filled the hungry with good things and the

rich He hath sent empty away. And these are words she said,

and they are in the gospel of Luke. Yet if I would ask how

Luke obtained such words, word for word, and placed them

properly, do nuL ’know ,—.mrmg fr.lnr, irinm "honest1, nf li i sa/

1/-
-passa^g&s-,—but that is due perhaps* to the strength of my

mother's sentiment which she related t^many when she was old,

and I who would yet believe that the poor are to be exalted
~k>

and the mighty removed from their coatee can say that I owe 

much of the strength of such sentiments to Mary.

Now, when John the Baptist was born and they came to 
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circumcize him on the eighth day, it was thought by neighbors

and cousins that they would call him Zacharias after his

father, but his mother said, "No, he shall be called John,"

and the relatives of Zacharias replied, "None of thy kindred 

has been called ever by this name," and they made signs to

Zacharias who still could not speak, but he, having retained

the power to write, asked for a table and upon it/put down

these words: "His name is John." And then they all marveled

inasmuch-as at that moment of Zacharias open,

gave praise to Godhis tongue grew loose,

for the deliverance of his neighbors and

relatives had returned

Zacharias, having regained t+re power of speech, was mighty in

them awd in the dark hill country where they livedxTwere

voice. when

many who said, "What manner of child shall this be?" Yet,

to their homes, (tear c©me onto all of

so did the mouth

voice and blessed his son John and said, "Thou, child,
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shall be called the Prophet of the Highest for thou shalt go

and give knowledge of salvation tobefore the face of the Lord

His people by the remission

sin of doubting the words of the angel."

And John grew up, lean as his father and mother, or as

thirty-firstmuch did I hear, for I never met him until my 

mercy gf- ottr-God-:—'As has been foi me and- the remission my

of their sins^thiough the -tender

year, but also did I know that he was strong in spirit and 

lived in the desert and preached with much belief and bathed

often and did remonstrate with the people of Israel against

their sins, preaching in such forc^' and with such

determination, that the High Priest sent Levites out from

Jerusalem to ^tpoak to-him ask: "Who art thou? Art thou

the Christ?" For that was our word in those years for the

Messiah. ArrS j£t~ was •Htts Christoff ha Mass-i-ah^ who would come 

to save the Jews.
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And John said, "I baptize with water. I am not the

Christ."

“Who (art thou^thenT" they asked. "Are you Elijah? Are

you that prophet?"

And he said, "I walk in the steps of Elijah but I am not

that prophet." Yet, did he not know? Who then was he?

They were wise men, these Levites, but their anger grew

and they said, "Tell us who you are for we must give an answer

to those who sent us. What sayest thou of thyself?"

And he answered, "I am the voice of one crying in the

wilderness: 'Make straight the way of the Lord,1 and those

are the words of the prophet Isaiah. 'Make straight the way

of the Lord,' and, behold, Isaiah's words are now mine."

Now these Pharisees said to him, "You perform baptisms

yet you are not Christ nor Elijah nor Isaiah?"

And John replied, "I baptize with water, no more. But
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there is one coining whom you do not know. He is coming after

me and he is preferred above me by the Lord, and the laces of

his shoes I am not worthy to unloose." And this was indeed

said by John on the day before I went on my visit to him.
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And it is true that great curiosity had grown in me about

the nature of my cousin, John the Baptist, for it was said

that he would only baptize in the wilderness, out to the east

of Judea by the river Jordan, and that he only preached the

baptism of repentance for the remission of sins ‘s-o that’
iG- Saxvi/fh

all who came to him had to confess their sin^to be baptized

in the Jordan. And they said of him, and it was true as I _s«*w

when I met him, that his clothes were of camel's hide, and he

had but one girdle of such skin to conceal his loins and he

washed every day and many times, being so colored thereby with 

the sun that he was darker than anyone who came to visit 
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he was a thin man with a thin beard/ who ate nothing but 

locusts and wild honey. And it was said that he had the power
e?-*-

given by such

—rappge in the

honey(he also

locusts^ (^evour many fields of disbelief

hearts of wuituib cume (to him. Yet the wild

swallowed gave warmth to this caremony even as

John repeated the words of Isaiah "The crooked shall be made

straight and the rough ways JTrall be made smooth and all flesh 

shall see the salvation of God." But I had also heard that 

his countenance was more severe than the face of anyone in

Israel* and in all e>f Irrraol^' When multitudes came forth in

delegations to be baptized by him, he would greet them by

saying, "Oh, generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee

from the wrath to come? Bring forth, therefore, fruits worthy

of repentance and do not begin to say within yourselves,

'Abraham is our father,1 for that is as no more than for God

to say to fafiaoe stones beneath your feet, 'Ye are also feJw.-
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children of Abraham.'"

The people would ask: "What shall we do?" And John the

Baptist would say: "Let him who hath two coats impart one to

the man who has none, and he that is with meat let him share

it." He would always speak of the one mightier than himself 

yet to come w+r® (would not baptize with water but with the Holy

Ghost and ' s f ire .----- And thio one who was mightier •
US

■would burn the chaff in tho mule of pinners iriamnuul.

*—Arid ddtt~I_l&ef ore making my pilgrimage unto him, think.

upon the book of Exodus and remember

Tor'Lil hi£ iod ever1 Lire land of--Egypt and the Lord

east wind ■1 that-day and all that night and

when iL was murning,—the wind brought- the locusts who runil i~TL 

over all-the—iand—of Egypt and rested on all the euasts-:—vesjy
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they.; neither- after them shal]—be—siiph-r- •Per they covered the

face of the whole earth, so the land was darkened; and ate

every herb of the land, and all the fruit of the trees which

the hail had left: so there was not any green thing in the

trees nor in the herbs of the field through all the land of

Egypt." And I wondered whether it could be that gp the wrath 6

pr-ov-i dpd to/my cousin by—l_lia~ lucu-stB wou-ld arise a fire in him 

to consume all that was unworthy of the Lord in the spirit-of~

unclean Israelites*^ And I was much taken with how John looked

when first I saw him before me, for it was then \Hrthin myself—,

^teftSt I repeated(words of the unknown prophet: "He hath no

form nor comeliness. He is despised and rejected of men, a

man of sorrows and a man of grief. Surely he had borne our

griefs and carried our sorrows." And I knew that the words of

this unknown prophet were true I wished to hide my face 

from John. And I-alco knew-that "tho herd hath laid on him.
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'TTfP' i 11 wyi j/f-1 pp of us all; for thn t-rnnsrtrmimi of My people

wan ho strickenAnd it was with pain that I looked upon

him, and again the language of the unknown prophet came to my

tongue: "He was numbered with the transgressors and he bore

the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors."

And I knew in all misery(although wherewith—I knew,—I --

that John would not be long among us. rfha this I knew as 

with the beating of wings overhead.

saw John the Baptist before he saw me lasmuch as I

had come with manyjand they (were baptized together and then

the loneliness of this place in the desertJsince I now 

departed, *^etj I remained. And^e~ did not see me in

concealed myself behind the rock. And it was only when the 

the rock that I walked stouul- and he saw me and said, "I have 

sun( in its descendingJbecame ac. own too hoti upon that side of 

waited for you.
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the sky and l**d the light of theHis eyes were paler than

The hair that grew from hismoon,

ears was matted like the hair

>athedbeard and wondered how this man who

his thoughts werethat

a forest/and wildlike

he looked at me againAnd

and said, "Thou art my cousin and I been waiting for you.have

Today did I see that you would come.

"How,

He sighed and his breath was Pike a wind uh ths desertt^-^

as lonely even as the wind that passes between rocks and

he said, "I have been told to wait

far from his body «w*d his beard was

1-itt-te creatures could live within.

I^ts beard was long.

I saw /the wing and the leg of

" I asked, "do you see Lu-sptsak uF such matters?"

through empty places. And

a locust pl so matted in his

detritus upon him. Yet it was meet

that grew from his cheeks. And

himself twenty, nay,—forty times a day would still have such

for thee, and I am tired. So it is good that you have come.
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Then did I also scruple to confess my sins and spoke of

thoughts of disrespect toward my motherland toward Joseph the—,

wKict^r carpenter. yet confessed that I had not sinned beyond

such matters.

"Well, repent ye still," did he say, and I blessed God,

and John the Baptist came behind me as I entered the water and

with the strength of a desert lion, did he seize me by the

nose with his fingers and with his other hand laid upon my

forehead, did he thrust me back into the river, and it was so

sudden, and I passed so quickly from air to water and back to

air again, and was gasping at the loss of the last breath

•the ainner that it was if heaven had opened and I could see

the Holy Ghost descending in the shape of a dove, and, behold.

so was the dove upon my shoulder/1And 1 heard a voice come

down from the heavens. Mayhap John the Baptist also heard it.

^andfche voice saidJ"Thou art My beloved Son and in thee am I 
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well pleased." Then^came the word of the Lord into my ear and

with the same words that He spoke once to Jeremiah, having

said: "Before I formed thee in the belly did I know thee, and

before thou earnest forth out of the womb did I sanctify thee^

and ordain thee a prophet unto the nations." -?f\I tried to—,

ear and much exaltation/contest within me like

mighty warriors and I looked again into the eyes of John the

Baptist which were as pale as moonlight, and they gleamed Itji'

TOtrereby oiteh illumination as sacred to me, and I said,

"Lord, oh, Lord," as if I were speaking to John, and then

turned my face to the heavens so John should not

misunderstand, and, "Lord God," I said, "behold, I cannot

speak for I am like a child."

And again the Lord came to me in the words He had used

with Jeremiah, and He said, "Say not 'I am a child' for thou 

shalt go to all places that I shall send thee and whatsoever I 
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command thee, shalt thou speak, and be not afraid of men's

faces for I am with thee to the limit, to thy limit," said the

Lord. And the Lord did put forth His hand and touched my

mouth even as the beak of the dove touched my lips, and the

Lord said: "Behold, 1 put My words in thy mouth. I have this

day set thee over the nations and over the kingdoms to root

out and to pull down, and to destroy and to throw down, to

build and to plant." And I knew His word was in my heart and

as a burning fire in my bones, and John withdrew his hand from

my head where it had been placed for baptism as we stood in

the river. And away went the dove. And John and I spoke to

each other and I will tell of that when I am ready, and it

will be soon, but as yet I cannot speak of it inasmuch as when

I took my departure from John, so did I know that I would

never see him again. And he began to sing even as I left but 

it was to the river Jordan, not to me. And the mud of that 
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brown river was still in my throat and the dust of the desert

in my nostrils.
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It was a long march back to the valley and across the 

desert^ a*rd ^t" being late in the afternoon, so did I see its 

rocks turn to gold and they lay there much as the overthrown 

walls of a temple once built of/miarble and gold now rests open 

Baptist singing. knew no song and the music of his

'ere the cries that issuedthe throat of a ram

walkingI went on my way of return to Nazareth with as much

the mysteriesmany of

throat sounded more like Llic~~beaStL uf Lhe high hills, co like

from him. And

to ^sire desert vultures. And I could still hear John the

strength as I had ever possessed. For

of my life were as one to me now and I understood why I was
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not like other men and had no keen appetite for sin yet could

not even feel much virtue that I was empty of sin. And

understood the pride of my mother, and my legs took larger

strides than before, yet I did not know what was expected of

me, nor of what awaited me, only that I had been blessed and
the Lord had come to me and had been (with^me, i«—identity.

A great cloud came over the sky as I walked and it formed

with rain even as it 'afeedrrT-edQthe sun and there was downpour.

A rainbow e-rogsed- from one end of the desert tofthe other, but

about me was a great brightness, and I knew I was walking

throught the radiance of the Lord. Soon it dazzled my eyes

and I lay upon my face in this desert and heard the voice of

the One who could speak and He said, "Son of Man, stand upon

your feet and I will speak unto thee." And the spirit entered

into me as He spoke and set me up again, and He said, "Once I 

spoke to the prophet Ezekial in these words and Ezekial strove 
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mightily and saved our people in Babylon, and now these words

given once by me to him are for you: Son of Man, I send thee

to the children of Israel, to a rebellious nation, to a nation

that hath rebelled against Me. They and their father hath

transgressed against Me, even unto this very day for they are

impudent children and stiffhearted. I shall send you unto

them and you shall say unto them, 'Thus saith the Lord God.1

And they, whether they will hear or whether they will forbear

(for they are a rebellious house) yet shall know that there

has been a prophet among them. And thou, Son of Man, be not

afraid of them, neither be afraid of their words though briars

and thorns be with thee and thou must dwell among scorpions,

be not afraid of their words, nor be dismayed by their looks

though they be a rebellious house. Son of Man, go, get thee

into the house of Israel, speak My words unto them for thou 

art not sent to a people of a strange speech and of a hard 
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language but to the house of Israel, not to people of a

strange speech and of a hard language whose words thou canst

not understand. Surely had I sent thee to strangers they

would have harkened to thee. But the house of Israel will

not, for the house of Israel is impudent and hard-hearted.

Behold, I will make thy face strong against their face and thy

forehead strong against theirs; as an adamant harder than

flint have I made thy forehead. Fear them not. Neither be

dismayed at their looks for they be a rebellious house. Son

of Man, go, get thee to them."

Then the cloud poured great rain and the voice from the

heavens said unto my ear: "Those were My words to the prophet

Ezekial but to you I a^sk (€hat you are My son conceived by Me

and mightier even than a prophet."

Notwithstanding, I still had many hours to travel and

lands I did not know/to traverse and if I felt great
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exaltation so did I also know some exhaustion of the spirit

inasmuch as the scrolls I had studied since childhood were not

as alive to me as these words of this high Lord, my God, yet I

did not know Him but could only fear Him. For His temper was

as loud as thunder and His anger could scourge the body more

than hail that did not cease, and the sound of His voice in my

ear was like unto the fall of great rocks from the height of 

ej
many hills in the desert /as they reverberated in their fall

until, yea, one has memories of the first echoes that are the

ancestors of those in the canyon. And I did not know how much

was I ready to serve a Lord who could leave boils upon the

flesh of every man and beast in the land of Egypt, then give

to Moses the power to stretch forth his hand to heaven and lo, 

there was hail in all the land of Egypt teh-ert—ft blighted 

every herb of the field and fire /along the ground, and 

every tree of the field was consumed and broken. And these
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were the least of His acts. It was then that I threw up my

hands toward heaven as if to ask whether I were truly the one

He wished to serve Him. For could I exercise His force and

His command and His desire inasmuch as He was

God then said to me, "You are not yet strong^enough-:

Therefore return not to your home bwt up’^^pto^that mountain

before you now, there, an -Hre wilderness ®f- laad of crags,

water thou wilt for there is water beneath! (9fas

on no food, not for forty days, whereupon I

vision before the-can promise a new sun sets on the last of

anct~ broken rooko,—and pray to Me alone when you are there, and

the rocks,but sup

those days and thou wilt know why I have chosen thee for the

Christ, and as My Messiah wilt thou be anointed. For," said

the Lord, "no mountain is equal to this one; this mountain is

without a name." And He knew whereof He spoke since as I

climbed and darkness came upon me walked I had to take my
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rest on ground inhabited by serpents and scorpions, yet none

came near. And in the morning I climbed^for much of the day

frvy upward upon the slopes of this mountain and verily it was

worthy of the lamentations of the prophet Isaiah, for one

could say that the cormorant and the bittern possessed it, the

owl and the raven. And I saw many vultures gathered over

these stones, and much emptiness in every direction, and

nettles and brambles. And about the fortress of the rock, did

the vultures look on me, side by side, every one with her

mate. It was then I thought of how John the Baptist had

spoken again even as we were saying farewell, and he had said:

"Have you ever seen the Lord?"

And I said, "No. Is it not death and destruction to see

the Lord?"

And he replied: "Yes, for all but the Christ." And then

said John: "Once did the Holy Spirit come near to me, and so



near that I

corner of a

will I turn away and you can look upon My back,1My face yet

and He allowed me to see that His back was noble, a noble

rock, but the Holy Spirit said: 'You cannot see

put my hands in front of my eyes and I hid in the

back." Then John grasped me by the arms. "I have known since

a child that my cousin must replace my motherI was me even as

both cheeks.mother," and then he kissedof your me on

by the spirit

spoke

thought of this conversation again as

of the Lord from serpents and

I slept, shielded

scorpions. And it

was hard not to remember the breath of John the Baptist when 

he kissed me for it was full of all that is the odor of an 

exhausted man. And indeed, no matter how often one seeks

water to soothe the flesh, such odors cannot be washed away

inasmuch as great fatigue speaks of all that has been left

behind and is lost. Albeit, his skin was honest in its scent 

and full of the dusts and loneliness of the desert and its
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many rocks. And so did he smell also of the waters of the

river Jordan and the heavy wisdom of its mud and its silt.
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The summit of the mountain was like unto a place where 

many had been buried and even as one climbed so
pz./ ny

did the rocks

stand about like tombs. And treacherous were.the steps

with amidday sun of much heat and -©a at the

in the shadow of a rock and look/out upon the

upon Judea tolands of Israel,

north -*ftd such haz
y

between. It was

whether I cou-ld—see gold spires Rising from the hills of

the south and Galilee to the

'ashll left to wonder

Jerusalem. But I was hungry and did not think long on

Jerusalem!^ui iHusuintlr my stomach spoke and was eager to eat

/
after being without food for a day while receiving so much
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blessing,* -wad- my exaltation was ■fahagabjZequal to my appetite.

But then I also knew why the Lord had sent me to the summit of

this mountain which had no name, kneufj't~ was not enough to

tT
be His son^and cousin ac wei-1 to John the Baptist, tewfe must be

tested. And the first of these tests was that I did not eat 

but passed through a fast* bpx-ing thereby ready to clpansp my-^

body and bury whatever leavings came outjf ouch a body and >

dr i rAf—whn-t-water' T ~cou 1 d find and bathe myo-ed-r rf—there were d

sufficiency of fluids,—STfQ continue Lu lust. But even as I

said to myself, "I will not eat for two days, even three," the

Lord said, (and neither could I see Him nor feel His presence

other than that His voice was in my ear) but He said: "You

will fast until I give easement. Qa±y/then may you return to 

food."

So I fasted and without easement that day and the next,

and the fifth day when the pangs of my stomach were 
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l-enger in-as much dioputc as angry neighbuis much injured by

-Orre'a nogloct of~~the~m, trot were with me only as an^ emptiness

of spirit, and I was weak, and no longer knew if there was

strength within to climb down from the mountain, Xo did I

say aloud, "How long, oh, Lord?" and He said, "Prepare thyself.

-few?(a long fast." And inasmuch as I was not there to dispute

but/to follow Hie' Lurd^e will ltPnri 1-119 pA-t~h T—won 1 d-nnnn ■

undertake-, in

think of many

truth, fasting grew easier; no longer did I

foods as if no words were on{my tongue but words 

for food. And I shielded myself from the sun in the middle of

the day and came to love the taste of water and the forgotten

wisdom that is found in the shadow of

-they- woro - net too cold at night. And

rocksleant when/

the chill of the air in

the middle of each night was cold indeed, for xyer warmth came

!/\ay .
rock Once the warmth uf—Hu1 'inn h.-yd departed.

And no plants grew on the summit of this mountain where I 
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stayed. Which was as well for still there were hours when I

could have eaten their thorns.

And in the second week did 4—tuuie visions of King David

who was^^-by-my ancestor if Joseph were my father^ut he

was not) and I knew that David had committed a great sin^

although I could not recall the offense, but so did I remember

that in earlier days in the land of Gibeon, the Lord

appear^to Solomon in a dream -by -night and God asked: "What

shall I give thee?"

And Solomon replied, "Thou hast shown unto Thy servant

David, my father, great mercy and Thou hast kept for him this

great kindness that Thou hast given him a son, myself, to sit

on his throne, but, oh, Lord, my God, I am but a little child.

I know not how to go out or come in and Thy servant is in the 

midst of Thy people whom Thou hast chosen a great people that 

cannot be numbered nor counted for multitude. Give therefore
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Thy servant an understanding heart to judge Thy people that I

may discern between good and bad for who is able to judge

this, so great a people?"

And I recalled that this speech so pleased the Lord that

He said -unto h-inu. "Because thou hast not asked for thyself a

long life nor for riches nor begged me for the life of thine

enemies, but hast asked for understanding and discernment in

judgment, then, behold, I have given thee a wise and

understanding heart, for there were none like thee before

thee, Solomon, and neither after thee shall any arise like

unto thee."

And then God gave him all that Solomon had not asked for,

both riches and honors until there were no kings like Ijis/in

those days, and from such a dream S-e-tomon awoke and went to

Jerusalem and had the wisdom to separate two mothers disputing 

before him over a child, saying he would sever the babe in two 
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so that each mother, thereby, could possess her half,

whereupon one could ask: where is the Jew who does not know

that the true mother's bowels yearned upon her son and she

pointed to the other woman and said, "Give her the child and

in no wise slay it." Solomon had great wisdom that he showed

to God, but now I heard the voice of the Lord in my ear

saying, "I will not give thee the riches and honors of Solomon

because he did not keep My commandments and his failure rests

in the riches and honors I gave him," and those words of the

Lord went right into my spirit which hovered still about my

empty stomach and permeated my flesh in its fasting, and the

Lord whispered further into my ear: "Solomon spoke three

thousand proverbs and his songs were a thousand and five. He

knew the cedar tree in Lebanon and the hyssop that springest

out of the wall. He could speak of beasts and of fowl and of 

creeping things and of fishes and all people came to hear the 
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wisdom of Solomon and all the kings of the earth. Indeed,

King Solomon exceeded all the kings of the earth for riches

and for wisdom. And kings brought him silver, ivory, apes and

peacocks. But," said the Lord in my ear, "King Solomon loved

many strange women: the daughter of Pharaoh and the women of

the Moabites, the Ammonites, the Edomites, the Sedonians and

the Hittites. Women of all the nations concerning which I had

said unto the children of Israel, 'Ye shall not go in to them,

neither shall they come in to you. For surely they will turn

away your heart after their Gods.1 But Solomon cleaved unto

these women and he had seven hundred wives and princesses and

three hundred concubines and so these wives turned away his

heart. For it came to pass when Solomon was old that his

heart was not perfect with Me. So," said the Lord, "I will

not give you riches and you will never tarry with a woman or 

you shall lose the Lord." And it was then I knew in the midst
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of my fast that he had given me Solomon's sins on which to

being empty without food, indeed had no desire for a woman,

of carnal desire for allbut then J had lived without the

of my thirty

was content to receive the wisdom of Solomondecision and

spare myself

I~tlLeamed next o-f Elijah1 a-contoGts with tho propheto of

Baal and .he was the equal of more then forty such prophets who 

came wwt of Piinl to make a sacrifice of a bullock while crying 

aloud and lacerating themselves with knives and lances to show 

prophets, yet no voice answered’arid- the God Baal did not 

jah altar of the Lord that thespeak.

prophets of Baal had torn down and E4-ijah took twelve stones 

his sins. And my fast continued.

devotion to Baal. Blood gushed rmd did gur-.b forth from these

years^ I felt not^at odds with the Lord's

meditate which was an advantage not given to Solomon. And I,

to stand for the twelve tribes of the sons of Jacob, saying
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jjT 9<3»xy

"Israel shall be thy name." And with those stones £>uilt an

altar in the name of the Lord and made a trench about it. And

put wood in its place on the altar and cut the bullock into

pieces, thereupon laying the raw flesh upon the wood and told

his followers to fill four barrels with water and pour it on

the sacrifice and they did, and for a second time and a third,

until water ran all around into the trench he had dug

surrounding this altar. And in such a moment, in the depth of

much moisture soaking upon the sacrifice of the altar, before

the prophets of Baal and Xhe prophet/ of Israel, even as

evening came, /aid Elijah say: "Hear me, 0 Lord, that this

people may know that Thou art the Lord God and Thou hast

turned their heart back again." And the fire of the Lord rose

and consumed the sacrifice of the bullock and the wet wood and

the wet stones and licked up the water that was in the trench.

And after such service to the Lord, Elijah a-iisw-ZlT~the
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prophets of Baal with his sword and wandered in the wilderness 

until he saw a little cloud arise out of the sea, no larger 

than a man's hand, yet that cloud became a heaven black with

clouds and winds followed by a great

juniper treetraveled into wilderness and sat beneath athe

Lord that he mightand requested the

twenty-eighth of my fast, feeling weak but without hunger,day

I must be close to those who are ready to go intoassumed that

heaven or to fall below and I remember .he prayer of Elijah,

for he said,

gave him food and on the strength of the meat did he climb 

onto Mount Horeb, the mount of God, and lived on the strength 

of that meat provided by the angel for forty days and forty 

so I, on the

not better than my fathers." But then an angel of the Lord 

"It is enough now, Lord. Take away my life; I am 

die. And

nights. And behold the Lord passed by in a great and strong 

rain. And Elijah

wind and rent the mountains and broke in pieces the rocks.
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And after the wind came earthquake, but the Lord was not in

the earthquake, and after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord

was not in the fire. And after the fire, a still small voice,

and it was so when Elijah heard it that he wrapped his face in

his mantle and went out and stood in the entry room of the

cave. And lo, there came a voice unto him and said, "What

dost thou hear, Elijah?"

And it was here that it came to me that I was dreaming

again tn favor and I was not Elijah but merely remembering

some of the words of the scroll concerning Elijah, and I

nodded my head and knew that my fast would be also for forty

days and forty nights. And I remembered that the Lord had

then said unto Elijah: "I have seven thousand left me in

Israel, all the knees which have not bowed unto Baal, and

every mouth which hast not kissed him." And so passed the 

first four weeks of my fast.
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in the

youth and I recalled tias? prophets' words as if 'school of my

they were my

thousand good Jews left to Elijah jiew-explain^S" as tike- seven

own and saw-fthe wisdom of their instruction, even 

And I/thought /tipon the wisdom of Isaiahj^or phe prophets 

were Bweh around me in these weeks: Elijah and Elisha, Isaiah

and Daniel and Ezekiel, and the meat that left my bones was

rendered baek into (the knowledge of a-Ll I had

why Isaiah had said, "The Lord of Hosts had left unto us a

very small remnant" and I took a vow that I would not desert
ZT (i y

such a remnant for it lived-Qn the faith that a remnant of

good Jews would yet enable me to recover the nation.

If these were the words of the prophets, I was yet to

learn that I would love sinners more than I would love tlje—

pious, and tfa_at thciyQnight be of more worth in their saving,

especially if one would speak of those who sinned with a light 

in their eye. For that light, even as they stole back into 
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sin, belonged to the eye of God. But for now, full of the

wisdom of Isaiah, I thought of the remnant and I quoted his

words to myself: "For though Thy people Israel be as the sand

of the sea, yet a remnant of them shall return." And there in

my fast in the fifth week and nigh unto the sixth week, full

of the spirit of Isaiah, I would repeat his sayings in

preparation for the mission I must undertake (the Lord

gave me permission to eat again and I could come down from the

mountain.

So would I speak aloud and repeat my words aloud by the

hour, speaking even into the eye of the sun until my eyes

burned and I was obliged to return to the shade, and like a

blind man for an hour. I pondered over the prayers I would

soon use with sinners and knew I would tell them, even as did

Isaiah: "Your hands are full of blood. Wash you, make you 

clean; put away the evil of your doings from before Mine eyes; 



6/1/95 94

cease to do evil; learn to do well; seek judgment, relieve the

oppressed, judge the fatherless, plead for the widow. Come

now and let us reason together, sayeth the Lord," would I say

to them. And would add, and I could see them before me, and

hear my own voice as it would yet be uttered, "Yes," I would

say, "though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white

as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as

wool, if ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of

the land: but if you refuse and rebel, you shall be devoured

with the sword." But I did not know how to construe the

wisdom of this last since I had but small love for the sword,

having learned rather the art of cutting in small with the

chisel and the gouge, fine instruments for the flesh of wood.

So could I not comprehend the crudity of the sword upon the

flesh of men and women. But then Isaiah also said, "He shall 

judge among the nations, and shall rebuke many people; and 



6/1/95 95

they shall beat their swords into plowshares and their spears

into pruning hooks. Nation shall not lift up sword against

nation, neither shall they learn war any more. The loftiness

of man shall be bowed down, and the haughtiness of men shall

be made low; and the Lord alone shall be exalted in that day;

and the idols He shall utterly abolish. He shall go into the

holes of the rock and into the caves of the earth. The wolf

also shall dwell with the lamb and the leopard shall lie down

with the kid; and the calf and the young lion and the fatling

together; and a little child shall lead them. The earth shall

be full of the mouth of the Lord as the waters cover the sea."

And it was the fortieth day. The Lord said to me as

evening came, "Tomorrow you may step down from the mountain

and take food," and I knew hunger at his words, as if all I

had not eaten in forty days was now there in my stomach to

remind me of their sacrifice, even as I was 14 vj.ngth U
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Go ,
new appetite, the Lord also -oa-i-d-, "Tonight, thou art to 

remain on the mountain for a visitor will speak to thee."
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And I do not know what understanding was between Them,
but the visitor soon arrived, and^as as handsome as a prince

and as well dressed. He had gold bracelets and a gold

ornament on a gold chain about his neck, and in tfce- gold 

ornament was the face of a ram, most bestial yet handsome, and

more handsomse than any ram I had seen. -fflTS ^he hair of this

prince was as long as my own and lustrous and he was

beautiful, indeed, a man

eacrificc- hia kingdom to

to receive such beauty.
A

And/l recalled ja*e/thought apart from

of such beauty as many a king would
C eo# k

Lf *6'much were neededemulate, yea,

all others that had come to me in the middle of my fast, and I
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instructing me in/many territories that aese' without boundary 

between His wisdom and my understanding, in the middle of 

though, the visitor whobeautiful creature

was dressed in robes of velvet that were ascame to see me now

evening, and wore a crown as golden aspurple as the late

God ever made." And

the nigbWhad I said to myself, "The devil is the most

John the Baptist, ^x^/^ny prophet^ilbeit the Lord may have been 

my own thought and not from the lips ofbelieved i

the sun, still he could be no other than who I thought, and

indeed he soon introduced himself as Satan, also Lu be knuwrr

"as Euu^fag., and by his common name, the Devil. But then I

knew it was he inasmuch as he had climbed the mountain yet was

there no dust on his robes nor sweat upon his skin.

His first words, as he spoke to me, were to this effect:

"Dost thou know," he asked, "how the prophet Isaiah met his

death?"
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And when I, overcome with silence for I had not seen the

Devil approach, nor was certain of how he could stand so
cpG ('

easily before me, now heard^h7m say: ""isaiah was killed by a

Jewish king, the pagan Manasseh, cohort of Amon. A vassal of

Assyria, was Manasseh, and a bad Jew." And so did the Devil

nod at this as if he, too, were a Jew (which I knew he was

-riuL/J prhen he~held up one finger as if it were a ray of light

and spoke more: "This Manasseh, wishing to destroy the

religion of his fathers, sent out a royal order that Isaiah,

who was much revered and of much culture and lived with

comfort in the city, must new be uprooted from his home and

hunted like an animal. And so Isaiah d-id many of Manascoh'o—
hl? €<!>**■ e.rb/) '-fac. ‘S&>

. soldiers .boek to chase Isaiah in the wilderness-and -he-,

desperate in his peril, looked to find a tree that would

5
contain a hollow large enough for a man to stand within. A»st
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-l(to the tree and

Did you know?11 said the Devil.

such a death."not heard of"I had

in men,"- ha roplied-r"In Gods asWhereupon he laughed.

knowledge is but the part of a part."

I was weakened further by these words, more than any

concealment^in the hollow,, and brought

deprivation heretofore of the fast(_a»d knew pain in the A-C&l.

be
-rintolerable depth of my stomach, and would have been ill but

therein. But the officers of Manasseh also discovered this

.-sawodtj- it in half even while- Isaiah was
Twfakett*-

manner,

which

for the desire not to show weakness before the Devil.

He, however, was comfortable to -koop speaking. "That

manner in which Isaiah met his death need not leave you in

-^fearT"" fhe said, "since you are not a prophet but, indeed, the

Son! To my Irrtpwl ndgr, which is not small, the Lord has

thereby performed an act of a new kind,wfeieh /is much to be
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contemplated upon."

Saying which, he looked at me fondly, ^a^id/l^is eyes were

as black marble, arbthetrgh there were lights within like stars*

and said, "Are you hungry? Are you in need d)f drink?" And

brought forth a jug of wine and a leg of lamb, well cooked,

which I would not have known were beneath his robes yetfhe
$a> y

produce^/ them. And approached me closely>(that I could take

in the spirit of the wine by my nostrils and the gravies of 

the lamb, yea, even the smell of the Devil himself, although I 

would perceive it through no small cloud of perfume rising 

from his neck, his armpits and out of the folds of his robe,
9C£H^t sA I'!/

a»d Respite it ,r-eeuid/'perceive how greed came forth from his 

and provides offense in us from those who do not wash.

bodyf for that was as the odor dwtlives between the buttocks 

did I refuse his food, even as the odor of his greed entered 

into my appetite^-and pas like the savory that comes from an 
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oven when food long roasted is ready for the table. And he,

seeing such beeitatioa, smiled once more and said, "But of

course, thou hast no need of this. Being the Son of God, thou

' art without need and can command these stones to be bread.

Which, by all measure, is proper food for an Essene. Although

thy garment, for shame, is neither as clean as would befit

thee, nor free of dust."

I answered, "Man shall not live by bread alone, but by

every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God." And
C Vo <St,

those words I knew were not mine| bttt (indeed had issued from

the mouth of God* inasmuen as I heardfmy own speech even as I 

was seeking to understand what I might be saying.

“-¥et thou art the Son of God," repeated, the Devil^ ^"TtiaL-»

r. ^4,is a surprise to me. zfflijqis it that your Father has chosen

to use thee? Say truly to thy Father when next you have
v4

converse with Him that I salute^ For, do you know? Thy
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Father and I have had much traffic and some dispute, and

thereby, are eager always to obtain word of the Other and His

doings. Indeed, on those occasions when We meet, so dd? I tell

Him that msrn Ray be His creation, and the crown indeed of all

He hath created among the animals and the plants of the field,

yet still it is I, not He, who hath^understanding of His

creation. And I am better thair-llu

Now, was I amazed by this Devil, for he did not inspire

fear but comfort. And by such comfort did I know, as I had

not known before, how it might be to feel like a sinner in a

low canteen drinking much winef the labors of tho day mw

became as balm in my limbs, and so could I talk to the Devil;

he was comfortable. If his odor was not without disturbance 

for my nostrils, so was it also not without agreement to

desires in ne^ Yet—4xtij. 1 (coulcT'nj not allow that God, 

the Lord of the Universe, did not understand His creation
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"Not ever it is possible," I exclaimed. "He is all-powerful.

The heavens and the earth, the stars and the sun, bow down to

Him."

11 i**-1*- II had given vexation. -Even—if ]rp= before mew*£satan,

still did he snort like a horse unwilling to accept the

bridle.

"Know thee," said the Devil, "that the Father is but one

God among Many. There is need merely to count the myriad of

gods respected by the Romans. Nor does the Father have the

power to command His/Jews. Look to His rages; they are

unseemly for a great God and swollen in proportion. Nor can

He bear disobedience, disoyalty, or disputation of mind and

spirit from any He would call His own, whereas I confide to

you that a hint of disobedience and a whiff of treachery are

among the joys of life, and are inr * <5 be ranked among x£b> '

■evils. "
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"Never so," did I say. "My Father is God and of many

dimensions^** * fl.

But the Devil replied, "He is not in command of Himself!"
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"Wherefore," said the Devil, for he did not cease to

speak, "your Father hath not the right to seek whole

exactitude from His people. Nor does He comprehend how women

are creatures other than men and so live with separate

understanding of all that they would be loyal to, indeed, your

Father hath no inkling of women; His scorn is in every word of

His prophets when they speak for Him. Look to Isaiah!

Declare to me that Isaiah does not speak out of your Father's

heart when he says: 'Because the daughters of Zion are

haughty and walk with stretched-forth necks and wanton eyes, 

walking and mincing as they go, and making a tinkling with 
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their feet: therefore the Lord will smite with a scabbard the

crown of the head of the daughters of Zion, and the Lord will

discover their secret parts—1 Not a whit less," said the

Devil, "their secret parts!" And he continued to speak as

with the words of Isaiah: "'The Lord will take away their

attires like the moon, the bracelets and the bonnets, the

ornaments of the legs, the earrings, the rings and the nose­

jewels, the fine linen, the hoods and the veils. And it shall

come to pass that instead of sweet smell there shall be stink;

and instead of a girdle, a rent; for well-set hair, baldness,

and burning instead of beauty.'"

"My Father was speaking of the nation of Zion," I

replied, "more than of the women."

"No," replied the Devil. "He would fain be speaking of

the nation of Zion but it is the women that He sees. For when

He would address the nation of Israel, then are His 
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without purcrt3r»l for He speaks only to men: ’The indignation

of the Lord is upon all nations, and His fury upon all their

armies: He hath utterly destroyed them, He hath delivered them

to the slaughter. Their slain also shall be cast out and

their stink shall come up out of their carcasses and the

mountains shall be melted with their blood.1 Wherefore is

this rage in your Father' i-f-not thatf His failures

11
burn in His heart, and pre £s not all-powerful? He is without

sufficiency of spirit}, fae—: (Yea, I have lost, but my

soldiers were honest and did fight well.1 No, He is vengeful,

beyond measure. 'The palaces will be forsaken,1 says Isaiah, 

'the forts and towers shall be dens forever, until the Spirit

be poured upon us from on High.'

"But when," asked the Devil, "will the Spirit be poured

upon us and from on High? Thy Father would send you forth to 

improve the hearts of men when His heart is caked with the 
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blood of those He has slaughtered.His love of all He has

created is choked with the curses He has laid upon women. If

His rages are mighty, yet do they never accomplish His desire, 

inasmuch—ae His language is fillod^with much adoration of the

grandeur He would (clespise. Discover the face of thy Father in

these words of Ezekiel even as Ezekiel heard them from the

Lord! Tell me that your Father hath not adoration of women,

yet doth hate their power to entice Him: 'I swore unto thee

and entered into a covenent with thee,* 1 saith the Lord God,

'and thou becamest mine. Then washed I thee with water; yea,

I thoroughly washed away thy blood from thee, and I anointed

thee with oil. I clothed thee also in broidered work, and

fine linen, and I covered thee with silk, with ornaments, and

I put bracelets upon thy hands and a chain on thy neck, and

earrings in thine ears, and a beautiful crown upon thine head.

Thou wast decked with gold and silver; thou didst eat fine
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flour, and honey, and oil: and thou wast exceedingly

beautiful, and thou didst prosper into a kingdom. And thy

reknown went forth among the heathen for thy beauty: for it

was perfect through my comeliness, which I had put upon thee,1

saith the Lord God.

" 'But thou didst trust in thine own beauty, and played

the harlot because of thy reknown, and poured out thy

fornications on everyone that passed by; thou didst deck thy

high places with divers colors, and played the harlot

thereupon: Thou hast also taken my fair jewels of my gold and

of my silver, which I had given thee, and made to thyself

images of men, and didst commit whoredom with them, and thou

hast set mine oil and mine incense before them. My meat also

which I gave thee, fine flour, and oil, and honey, wherewith I

fed thee, thou hast even set it before them for a sweet savor: 

and thus it was. Moreover thou hast taken thy sons and thy 



6/1/95 111

daughters, whom thou hast borne unto me, and these hast thou

sacrificed unto them to be devoured. Is this of thy whoredoms

a small matter, that thou hast slain my children, and

delivered them to pass through fire? And in all thine

abominations and thy whoredoms thou hast not remembered the

days of thy youth, when thou wast naked and bare, and wast

polluted in thy blood. And it came to pass after all thy

wickedness— woe, woe unto thee,1 saith the Lord God, 'that

thou hast also built an eminent place, and hast made thee a

high place in every street. Thou hast built thy high place at

every head of the way, and hast made thy beauty to be

abhorred, and hast opened thy feet to every one that passed

by, and multiplied thy whoredoms. Thou hast also chitted

fornication with the Egyptians, thy neighbors, great of flesh;

and hast increased thy whoredoms to provoke me to anger. Thou 

hast played the whore also with the Assyrians because thou 
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wast insatiable; yes, thou hast played the harlot with them,

and yet could not be satisfied. Thou hast moreover multiplied

thy fornication in the land of Canaan unto Chaldea; and yet

thou wast not satisfied therewith. How weak is thine heart,

seeing thou doest all these things, the work of an imperious

and whorish woman; and hath not been as a harlot, in that thou

scornest hire; but as a wife committeth, which taketh

strangers instead of her husband! Men give gifts to all

whores: But thou givest thy gifts to all thy lovers, and

hirest them, that they may come unto thee on every side for

thy whoredom.

"'Wherefore, 0 harlot, because thy filthiness was poured

out, and thy nakedness discovered through thy whoredoms with

thy lovers, and with all the idols of thy abominations, and by

the blood of thy children, which thou didst give unto them, 

behold, therefore, I will gather all thy lovers, with whom 
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thou hast taken pleasure, and all them that thou hast loved,

with all them that thou hast hated; I will even gather them

round about against thee, and will discover thy nakedness unto

them, that they may see all thy nakedness. And I will judge

thee, as women that break wedlock and shed blood are judged;

and I will give thee blood in fury and jealousy. And I will

also give thee into their hand, and they shall throw down

thine eniment place, and shall break down their high places:

they shall strip thee also of thy clothes, and shall take thy

fair jewels and leave thee naked and bare. They shall also

bring up a company against thee, and they shall stone thee

with stones, and thrust thee through with their swords. And

they shall burn thy houses with fire, and execute judgments

upon thee in the sight of many women: and I will cause thee to

cease from playing the harlot, and thou shall also give no 

hire any more. So I will make My fury toward thee to rest, 
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and My jealousy shall depart from thee, and I will be quiet,

and will be no more angry. Because thou hast not remembered

the days of thy youth, but hast fretted me in all these

things; behold, therefore, I will recompense thy way upon thy

head,' saith the Lord God, 'and thou shalt not commit this

lewdness above all thine abominations.' Yes," said the Devil

when he had concluded -the recitation from the prophet Ezekiel

concerning these matters in the words of the Lord, "yes, all

of this," said the Devil, "is but to scorn Jerusalem? Say

rather that thy Father's language is not without the reek of

desire?"

"ThesS^aaae pollutions as you

Devil, jawfr/it was the voice of my

utter them," said I to the

Father speaking through me.

to fornicate ^et is His tongue as ripe with lust as my own.

•Srrt |Lhe Devil answered: "Your Father mid tellj thee not 

I was in great confusion, for I knew whereof he spoke;
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could I deny that the Lord, my Father, had been as cruel in

«=and—were stirred by the fire of such language, and—mueh-TTf

by this stirring did I know that inThat was my salvatios

words of my Father as He spoke in ancient years tohearing the

voice I heard in my earthe prophet

much relish he spoken ofSatan, and withbelonged to

all that was debauched in these women of Jerusalem.

Then the Devil said to me, "I have the power to offer you

summit of this

city.the holy

no need to say yes butyherely to give assentI had

For his embrace of my vision was so complete that within.

had been stirred. My loins, quiet for so long, -now stirred

His language as Satan, by repute, was in his deeds? ¥-et7—L

such visions that you will think yourself no longer on the

mountain, but rather as sitting with me astride

Will you come on such a journey, with mu?"-----------

indeed I saw the city of Jerusalem beneath me and felt great 
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vertigo from the height we occupied inasmuch as we were now on

the highest dome of the Great Temple in Jerusalem. And at

that moment did the Devil say to me, "If thou be the son of

God, cast thyself down. For is it not written by the

prophets," said the Devil, "that 'He will give His angels

charge concerning thee* ^rnd in their hands they shall bear

4
thee, iny—F-imn'thou mny .d.-ish thy foot against a rtone. 1

Therefore, leap and cast thyself down that the angels may bear 

thee."

And I felt much temptation to jump into the distance

below and knew thereby that an abyss was /opening and—would

-there f-or generations to come when phey would stand on a great

height and quiver like one blade of grass in^hichevor io) the

unruly wind of tfee spirit jateat lives teetwomn^taking the leap

and much fear of the leap. So did the Devil look at me again

with his dark eyes full of points of light /like stars, and I 
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knew he was promising quick extinction but extraordinary
-73

glory. "To stay with your Father is to work for Hint, and -f n 

weed-. fJump, and seek to save thyself. Jump 1 "

And 4n the/vision Satan gerve(me, so did I know that

extinction would be quick, and zo would be the glory of my
-(e> ClcJ>L‘-<-

return.- And ~in. quirt]-' utter yet one

more word. I was amazed by how far had thoDevi-1 entered into 

me, as if I could live within him and know his speech, even 

when he did not utter it, whereupon he was telling me now of a

future life. And it would be full of joy and riches.

is mine!" cried Satan into the silence"Concupiscence we

indeed, in that instant did I see thatinhabited, and

greed could be brought forth f great power and rich

said the Devil(

"For my people sit upon the earth

aroma. "It is in the smell of the pits,

with/possession .

_______
do not leave thoex* buttons of turd fit for a goat/that issue
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John who will not evenfrom the bony cheeks of your friend

"and.will/pissDevil,

carries a small hoe

the Sabbath."to cover his leavings on days that are not

lut words.'1 I understood then that the Devil •eetrird’

Son of God.

shit on the Sabbath. No," said the

(2 /possess me only if I diedlf but, so long as I lived, I was the

[either, though he be doubled in pain, and

open

so could the Devil—es^tld arrange for my birth inasmuch as I

derte^my death at his bidding. And, indeed,

his lips_ja®w to say: "In secrecy will you be born, and God

will be unknowing; He cannot keep record of all who are born

each day and in consequence, thereby, do I distract Him, and

constantly.

And I said: "It is also written, 'Thou shalt not tempt

the Lord

own will or by

thy God.'" But again I did not know if I spoke of my
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exceedingly high mountain, higher than all, and I would have

if- L>i Hi<***
Then the Devil brought,m by way of his vision to—an-

shivered in my fast if it had been the peak of a true summit 

for yea, we were even surrounded with snow yet it was but a

vision. Yet wi^h such did he show me the kingdoms of

the world, all the kingdoms to the north, to the east, the

south and the

joy; yet they

promises that

west and I saw glories amid concupiscence and

passed in parade/so fast that I knew these were

need never be kept ana- I said, "Get thee hence,

Satan." And to myself did I say, out of the strength which

comes from emptiness itself (for it was the wisdom of the Lord

to show me at that moment how even in paradox was strength)

a*d out of emptiness drs-d I find strength anough to whisper to

myself: "Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God and Him only 

shalt thou serve."

And at that moment did Satan give a cry like a wild goat
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riTO-ii-f wounded with a spear. And he left and behold, I

had another vision of angels who came to minister unto me and

bathe my eyes. And I slept.

In the morning d"td- I awake to see myself on fahg (mountain
-fe> C-<sru^

whereon I had lived for forty days and I was ready -arftl-&ame^

down from such a high slope and return^ to Nazareth. That 

01^
was^a long slow road and I passed aLrmg it for the next day

and the next, yet no brigands attacked which was as well for I 

knew that I was much spent/my hour with the Devil, and in my 

nostrils was my (breath foul. Nor did I feel that I had 

escaped faace-. In rejecting him, had I also been scraped and

amputated of many faculties, nor did I have as much desire

within me at that hour to serve the Lord.

Yet was I not wholly distraught. For as I marched, so

could I recite the words of Isaiah: "Unto us," I declared, "a 

child is born; unto us a son is given; and the government
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shall be upon his shoulders; and his name shall be called

wonderful, counselor, the mighty God, the everlasting Father,

God had chosen me for Hisof those words, and supposed that

son because I was in the midst of all men, rather than

extraordinary in any way, yet was

and weak habits in others whereby if I couldsmall virtues

increase

increase

-dbill no matter the doricion of ~thc? Pnvilj, the Lord was still

my Father, and for Him would I labor.

in my powers .under the full rcoogn -sX all that

I also at- the contar-of many

the prince of peace." And if I were not large enough for any

—-

w g»Lue/to me, then perhaps the world of men might

and multiply in virtue. /^o did I believe in ™ -

He would
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Nttwt—it vaa in this wise that vinen I returned to Galilee

and entered Nazareth and came back to the house where I lived

with .Twffrpnh and Marv, so my—mother was^there to greet me and

much relieved because in all the forty and more days that I 

had been gone, she had supposed in the beginning that I was on

had come to pass while I was on the mountain 4hat

a journey with my cousin but then heard near to mortal news of 

Joh

Herod Antipas, who was the son of Bernd the once -m-rghty Icing-’

a<nd tctraidh uf Israel and indojad the same Herod^who had

murdered Mariamne his wife whom—he loved and killed two

me .whom he also loved and hwrt slaughtered the children of
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Bethlehem and Jerusalem and Bethany and Jericho and Herodium

xtn,, who were born on the day I was born, and-

"had died olie year'^l-ater^—and hod become an old man whose

breath before he died was with a stench worse than all

fear of John the Baptist on account of his own evils as

did Herod Antipas d^eam^that John might.Tetrarch

irow hrs/sor^Herod Antipas, nny tho Tetivarrh, lived in much

cause the people to rise against him. Se—ha had John shut -wp.

in prison

dungeon.

where he was now, and not to be rescued from his

And by that (clid I know that the time had come for»^mo

to leave Nazareth and preach in place of John.

Yet in the midst of /Such resolve irew—tgrrni-ng-wac a

diversion for me on the third day after my return to Nazarett

marriage in the place of Cana was made near to

my home in Galilee^ Mfa<mother, being an honored guest of one

of the two families (both being of poor means), asked me to
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come. Yet when I arrived, was it late and the ceremony having

commenced, my mother whispered to me, "They are without wine."

There was that in her voice to tell me how the spirit of 

happiness was prepared to depart quickly considering that a 

nuptial feast dry of wine is an omen of misery upon the 

happinocc oayiy . —-«r»~i—UTOug&t /to try such powers as 

might now be mine even if never yet exercised, and my Father
a>u^~e>-C~

was with me, at that instant and into the clarity of

water fl Irasjable to make a red wine(by no more than my

recollection of the taste. And when the honored guest of the 

feast had tasted this water made over and become wine, he 

spoke thus to the bridegroom: "Every host at the beginning

doth set forth good wine, but when men have well drunk, then

that which is less than good wine is presented. But thou hast 

kept your best wine for the end and your marriage will be
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£hat was the commencement of my miracles and it took

place in Cana of Galilee; howbeit I was not quick to feed

upon praise evermueh since the angel sent by my Father was

there to whisper into my thoughts, "Even as a barrel

overflowing with honey is soon emptied, so does the foolish

son scatter his store of miracles to perform."
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Now I had thought of preaching in Capernaum, which is

the Sea of Galilee between Cherazin and Magdala

£■ thirrking urf I-saiah—(-and of hnw ho had, died-)—yet he haeb

/"written that "by way of the sea beyond Jordan, in Galilee of

the gentiles, the people who sat in darkness saw a great light,

-nd for them who sat in the shadow of death, light has sprung

for the river Jordan which flows 9111

it south (down to tho Paacl Sea which is of salt, and

upA" $o.I chose Capernaum Xot only for/Che Sea Of Galilee

which is(5 great la

thereby—Lhe ritui Jordan flows—the length -of Paloctino down to

Jerusalem in which city do all preachers hope to arrive with
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all that they would say.

First, however, did I

modest riino my tongue had

think to hagin (Sjith an effort more

ha'sdLy the facility of my hands

with wood my tongue being still ncu- enid able to make fine

words only when the Lord offered me speech,fittings of

myself, what I uttered was often lame a-nd like anwhereas for

So, I thought before moving to Capernaum that Iaffliction.

ease such stricture by rjiwtipnr-iagmight

some,

And I

hand .11

since they expected more, that I thought how faith proving.

most severe^uwst(bemade to seem as natural as breath, and so

s tod sttofa silence from the congregation

at least, would know me, and mayhap applaud my words.

went to the synagogue and began to pnearh,but could say

hardly more than: "Repent, for the Kingdom of Heaven is at

I also said: "I thank Thee, 0 Father, because Thou hast hid

these things from the wise and prudent and hast revealed them
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unto babes." Now this was in the temple where I had gone for

all of my days as a young man and so none would laugh at me in

such a place, yet I felt the laughter creep out of their feet

could hear theandconsidering how I felt^saeh shame, and^r could hear the

whispers even before they were uttered: "He speaks like a

carpenter, yet doth tell us to repent." And others said,

"What are these things He hides from the wise and prudent?"

So I knew that I must leave and move into those places
>

where I was not known for thereby would people listen/to the 

words o£-/jQd that would give me, and I need merely be

certain I believed ^t-r- -i»nd Wight it be that with each dacertain I believed ^t-r- -i»nd 'iyight it be that with each day I

was away from the Devil, less would his scorn intervene

between the Spirit and my tongue, and the more would I feel

joy,* Seir by now I knew that to repudiate what the Devil had 

<saa-d(would be done best by feeling sueh- joy that God was my



Father and T tho^only Son. And if Ho had a Son wtee- was still

simple, yet would I do Ilrm^great honor.So I vowed.

sought to teach me how to linger upon such thoughts, but- once

Ney- d±tl I—bh-ink of women onca., (even if the Devil had

In great cleanliness would be my joy even if such joy mad to

suffer wtowarpx pondering over such shame as I had known in

the synagogue at Nazareth. Wherefore had there been so little

upon my tongue? For I could also recall how when I had last

spoken to a large group, and they had been more learned by far

than these priests and merchants of Nazareth,

at the/Temple in Jerusalem when I was twelve,

so had it been

and no words had

come halting then to my tongue. Howbeit, the inspiration of

the Lord had been in my veins on that day, whereas now, as I

walked the road from Nazareth to Capernaum, so did I come to 
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0.6,
understand that my heart was still/oruised w^eh as if rocks

had fallen upon my chest from that high place where the Devil 

-and withfwordS so-powerfu 1 that

limbs nor/my spirit had been in

had spoken against my Father, and withfwords so powerful that 

neither the conviction of my limbs nor/my spirit had been in 

my replies^s-ince the Devil had convinced me^ te-bel, if (for

an instant, that while God might be my Father, we were not

a^-j^
allied as parent and son in sentiments inasmuch as I was too 

gentle in understanding to obey/rhe orders of the Almighty.

For, even as the Devil had said, He was vengeful. Thereby, on

the road to Capernaum, was I also with understanding that I

had never felt great nearness to my Father, mayhap because He

was the Lord and, of necessity, far away. Still, were there

so many of His judgments that came with a rage to destroy 

multitudes' awd- I knew/little of that. Moreover, the Devil

had mocked Him: yet neither had my Father defended Himself,

nor struck lightning upon the Devils-- Httt on that instant, 
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stumbled on the road, and it was a misstep most unusual, for I

was lithe of foot, yet fell heavily, as if a giant had cast me

and

"Comprehend ye that the words of the prophets are not as My

words, even when they dare to speak in My name."
7^

"But how do they dare?"—yet I did not cay au-eh wordsj

To which the voice grew softer and remarked: "Mt^

prophets are honest but full of passions that bring them to 

excess.

I wished to ask if this was due to the work of the Devil

yet did not dare. So I only said, "My Lord, I am well

disposed toward men."

"You are as too well disposed," He said. "Soon you will

learn that but a fraction are worth the saving."

"Nor am I with eloquence."

And the Lord said to me, "So did Moses also say: 'O Lord,
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I am slow of speech and with a slow tongue,1 and I told him as

I tell you: who made man's mouth? And who among any of thee

maketh the dumb or the deaf or the seeing or the blind? Am 1

not the Lord? Now, therefore, go, and I will be with thy

mouth and I will teach thee what thou shalt say. As ^7ith

Samuel the prophet, T—wi 11 let no-w/of yciiir words fall to the 

ground. And when you are ready to preach and ye enter the

seized and go before magistrates or other synagogue

powers of the Romans, take no thought what to answer nor what 

ye shall say inasmuch as the Holy Ghost shall teach you in 

that same hour what will be there to say."
With that did I feel less of—tefae whole uncertainty^f”hacif

known in the synagogue at Nazareth, whereupon my Father also

said, "You can do well in Capernaum. Get thee unto thy

people, and speak unto them and tell them again and again for 

they are like stones and deaf, so tell them again: 'Thus
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saith the Lord God,’ ^adJPe not concerned with whether they

hear or forbear to hear because words are also among My

if some are slowed bycreatures and travel by many roads and

each palisade of (rock

that separates them from understanding."

feel the Spirit lifting

so much greater was this joy/that it full with joy again and

forty days of fasting^ -ancl■ I heard thewas like the reward for

noise of living creatures who flew about me (invisible, but I

could hear their wings am the sound of a thousand of

came to me as if from

over the other side of a hill, and so I knew the Spirit in

uplifting me had dissolved in me/that was lacking in faith 

chariots, a noise of great rushing that

swamp, others strain mightily to climb

And at that pointy even as I came to my

me even higher sur-Lliat heart was

and the hand of the Lord was strong. So I came to Capernaum.
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And on the road I spoke these words aloud:
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"Ask, so shall it be given you.

"Seek, and ye shall find.

"Knock and it shall be opened unto you."

And was this true? A#rd |:he Lord spoke to me again: "You

need only believe. When you believe in Me, miracles are in 

your hands, your eyes, and your voice.
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And there, my feet upon the small stones of the shore by

Sea of Galilee £wh4di ij, u lake i>l~qreaa size but net--a

t-d 5^

oAa) wayp two fishermen. And they were casting their nets.

I was much taken with how they appeared to me. For they were 

large men of great power in their shoulders, and with large 

hands, and the oldest of the two, who was yet younger than

myself ^was 'named Simon and the other was his brother Andrew.

And I noticed how Simon, once he had pulled in the fish and

emptied his nets, came upon a tear in the net and with strips

of rawhide did he mend this hole with dexterity, and quickly.

And I thought to myself, there is need of a man who mendeth 



6/1/95 137

nets for it is by one skill that he captures the fish but by

another doth he prevent the losing of them. And I said

without caution to myself nor to them, and yet did my voice

have to carry what distance it would take to cast a small

stone,I said, "Come ye after me and I will make you to

become fishers of men." And I said it with great merriment

and joy for I realized that to be without other men for forty

days is also a fast of great emptiness, and if I had seen men

and women at the wedding and in the synagogue of Nazareth,

still they were not of my choice, not friends nor fellow

apprentices, and so I saw these two fishermen as good men, and

loved-tfee hands of-Gimuii and pf Andrew for.-they knew how-to-.

their nets with a quiet wisdom that put a small spell 

upon the sea so that they wjohM bring back many fish. And

since I was a carpenter and knew less of water than of wood,
sfCdt

so was I taken with thciE-»c-ga£.t tend it was clear to me that
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a spell within the water

he were to take anymust h»ve^a wis&r-the fisherman

or all /into his net.

about them and

And so, "Yes," I said, and was like a man of wealth in my

enthusiasm "come ye after me and I will make you to become

fishers of men." And between their eyes and mine was a 

compact across the space of water that was at rest between us

and such enabled me to feel for the first time how many powers
had God helped me to wrench from Satan. And^lsoid I

understand how much had Satan been willing to gamble with his

secrets for by just so much had he wished to capture me, yet 

now with the help of the Lord would I use Satan's manner when

speaking to many, and would address them with the finest

courtesy and the most intimate exhiliration, as if we few

shared among ourselves and only ourselves the wonder of many 

living things. And I recalled what I had already forgotten, 
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that before Satan had departed he had said to me, "I am with

high regard for you and would touch your hand," and I had done

so even if the Lord raised the hairs on the back of my head.

But being also afraid of Satan and anxious for him to depart,

so, therefore, had I touched one finger of my right hand, my

middle finger, to the tip of his, and knew then that I had

VM.11 k/-
surrendered part of the Lord's protection. So would someone I

was yet to meet have power to betray me.

Yet had God also wrenched much power from Satan^ no

sooner had Simon and Andrew, his brother, brought their boat 

to the shore and cast their catch into bags of cloth, and

the road

house where yasj^T/t-her^ introduced to James the son of Zebedee

and John his brother, also fishermen, and they were by the

shore mending their nets. Yet so soon as Simon called to 

them, did they leave their father Zebedee with his hired 
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servants and came also with us. And I realized then that

mayhap I had made a mistake, for these two, James and John,

were the sons of a rich man, and were more ready for diversion

than for prayer. And had left Zebedee, their father, often

before. But still did I have Simon whom I soon proceeded to

call Simon Peter inasmuch as he was strong and a rock, and he

would be my rock. Which Peter is a name for rock. And Peter

would be with me in all hours but one.

So did I march straight to Capernaum with my four

followers, and if we did not speak, still there was

understanding between us for I looked at each of them, eye to

eye and saw more to honor than to despise. They were good

men, at least as well as I could measure it, and having heard

it said by the Lord that Capernaum would not be as Nazareth,

so did we go to the synagogue and there I preached the wisdom 

of John the Baptist.
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It was the Sabbath and many were there and I understood

that if I had found Peter and Andrew and James and John busy

at their labors on the Sabbath when all work was forbidden, it

was because they did not keep mark of each day but merely

labored as fishermen who know only when their own waters are

ready. So I also knew they were not learned enough to speak

with me. Yet was I eloquent for all that day considering that

the words of John the Baptist were in me to say and with other

words as well.

from the mu

Capernaum /now ail-xJf God's heart was heavy feat (he had created

(He had created ,^Zfiad

selected His own choseijpeople, and if these people were His

Jews, now were some faithful but many were not, and were

sinners. Yet God had prepared a heaven for those He could

accept fetei in His Kingdom
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after death, wiereas fre* those who betrayed the Con^andments

and the law and (Che presence of God before them in their

souls, for those who chased after concupsicence and wine, 

would judgment come. And judgment was of many shades and

depths. For as the stones of the dungeon descend into cell

beneath cell, so are sinners who do not repent brought down

step by step into hell, and know thereby the sides of the pit.

So do they also know what causeth the earth to tremble in

earthquake and can recognize but too late the power of that

Hand which brings fehemors to a kingdom,/dTid ILs ttuxviif even

as a mouse is trodden underfoot. And words of great strength

were in me, and I spoke with the force of a man who hefts a

sword, indeed I had never felt such strength in-my—life.------- ,

"Repent," did I say, "and ye will have remission of all

your sins." And by this doctrine of John the Baptist, did I 

speak as one who had authority and my voice was lifted above 
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the singsong of the Pharisees and the scribes ef Na^an^th who
'"Vt'.s (2^ cxf ofa^s. o^t

read from the scrolls in a weak and whining song, even a

ngsong out of

the dead coals of the spirit^ whereas I was ready and with a 

singsong of the spirit as if their throats had been dulled by

much compromise in themselves ao thtH

full voice.
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And I said, nor did I know I would say this until my

voice rang forth: "Not every one that saith unto me, Lord,

Lord, shall enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. Many will say

to me in that day, 'Lord, Lord, wilt thou cast out our

devils?' And then will they be cast out for I will say, 'I

never knew ye. Depart, ye that work iniquity.'"

And it was as I said. For now came forward a man from
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--tor/i/is nose was broken, and he had scars on his face, an old

brute of a man with a spirit so unclean that the stench of his

body came before him as in a warning. Yet he cried out,

saying, "What have we to do with thee, thou Jesus of Nazareth?

Art thou come to destroy us? I know thee, who thou art." And

mockingly did he say, "The holy one of God. And with much

noise art thou!"

And I saw that his features had once been noble before

being thickened byj£he unrest within him. And so I stood in

my place as he approached andstared into his eyes and said,

"Hold thy peace."

And he stopped.

Then I said, and i-Rdfecd I was not without the manner of

__ T.uci ter, for I knew I was speaking to an unclean spirit which

would have to be drawn forth from this man's heart and chest

even as a mole is torn from a burrow in a tree, yet did I also 
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know that he had come to me so that his evil thoughts might be 

pulled forth. And by a power of attraction even that Satan 

may have left in me, and much with the rectitude of God, so

did I say, "Hold thy peace, evil spirit, and come forth. Come

out of him!"

And it was then that this unclean spirit tore forth from

his throat and cried aloud in a foice~and did come out

of him, awd- the devil in hitrrf most invisible, must have been

thrown into the midst of the synagogue a^d benches had fallon—

over. There was a wind on the floor, and dust, and then all 

such disturbance was gone.

And all the good Jews of the synagogue were amazed,. £-&¥■-.
CiA ‘*'-*t*^ (SLvuP’f

yhey were pious people <whoec (greatest t<5ar\ and none greater,
C. i<\"b

was to be sequestered i-n a room with unclean spirits; they

knew not how to resist them* a*»d so would ave no traffic with

people who gave entrance or egress to them. now did they
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say, and they were amazed: "What thing is this? What new

doctrine? Doth he even command unclean spirits^aad—they

-obey?-"

And in that moment it was true that I felt as if I had

hurled a great stone far into the midst of the Sea of Galilee 

and ripples had Siproad /rom there to every shore, for by the 

time my new friends Simon Peter and Andrew and James and John

and I came out of the synagogue and entered into the house of

Simon Peter and Andrew, it was as if I could hear accounts of

my presence spreading throughout all the region of Galilee and

again such ripples washed forth in all directions to pass my 

words ttinto others.
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And so full was I with the strength of all these matters

that when we came into Peter's house, lo, the mother of his

wife was lying there sick of a fever and I had only to take
Sa 1

her by the hand and gwc ^ncouragement^~to rise from her bed.

And when she stood, so did I feel her forehead and the fever

had left^ire^ and she was much heartened by this cooling of

sick heat inside her and/ministered to us and cooked for us

and we were well fed.

In that evening, friends of Simon and Andrew and James

and John came to the house with a fewXrno were diseased or who 

thought themselves possessed of devils and I felt ready for 
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many missions and cures came quickly<and~5rought me great joy

for I had no more than to put my hand upon someone or kiss

them on the cheek and out came many little devils and by each

of these who came out so was the person before me able to say 

farewell to divers diseases. And the devils, much frightened, 

did not even have to speak as they issued—which is just as
(r^eje

well, for they make a terrible sound when they^^^rotest.

Then in the morning, did Peter say to me, "All men now

seek for thee and I do fear of excess, and would caution thee

against the curious who seek to witness miracles'will form

thy throng. (that may bring great attention but will/offer
<4 ?

■atnal-l power to change men's soulsS" And f, being much
,5>-p /

impressed with his wisdom, asked after his (disposition^'and he

told me that (years he—had bJen~WdiLiiK.fr. while^a~fisherman, &c>

(<Eor a sign rromthe Lord and ^new I was a prophet come to him 

even on seeing me.

WdiLiiK.fr
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Wlr±ul» speech

the Baptist/ in the dungeon of Herod Antipas* and know/pain

the Lord had given meonce mcrre like a knife to my chest 

great powers, ■jeut thereby was I also/open to^catastrophe, and

I encouraged Peter and Andrew and James and John to leave with

me so that we might go to other synagogues in Galilee and cast

out devils there. Better to do the deed and leave with all in

wonder behind than to remain in the circle of one's plaudits 

until such wonder had backed ^to dissension. And I knew I was

thinking with the wisdom of Peter.

And in another synagogue in another town, a leper came to

me and knelt and asked, "Canst thou make me clean?"

I did not know. To cure a leper was a miracle of another 

'muchand higher order, and/much higher. But so did I also know 

compassion because of the pain in his eyes and I whispered to
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And as I looked at the leper, God gave me to remember the
/»

woi«d-s of Mosesj who t*a-rd~;—"DeiTUld,—they would not—believe me-

Bor hoaricon to my voico.^

And frhg.inrri ga i d to Moses, "What is that in thy hand?"

And I oaid;—U-A r-od■ '1

him, "Put forth thy hand and take it by the tail," and when 

did so, and casting it on the ground, the rod became a 

serpent, and Moses fled before it. But the Lor

•And the Lord—said, "Cast it on the ground." And Moses

Moses caught the serpent by the tail,

rod /frT his hand. And the Lord said:

thy bosom," and Moses put his hand to

it had become again a

"Put down thy hand unto

his bosom and when he

took it out, behold, his hand was leprous as snow, and God

said, "Put thy hand in thy bosom again," and Moses put his

hand into his bosom again, and plucked it out from his bosom 

and behold, it was turned again as his other flesh.
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And having remembered this, I heard God say to me, "Do

it, and it shall be done, even as if I did it," and I realized

that my Father was now offering powers to me that were like

unto the powers once given to Moses.

A«d—npw when I put forth my hand and touched the leper, I

said no more than, "Be thou clean."

And indeed leprosy departed from him and he was cleansed.

So did I also tell him: "Say nothing to any man. Go thy way

and do only those things that Moses commanded; be a testimony

unto the commandments," but he went out and in the hour began

to blaze abroad on this matter of the cure of his leprosy and

caused such attraction of the multitude toward me that I knew

it was time for me to go back to the desert or I would be

inundated with lepers and I did not need the Lord to tell me

that there were grave obstacles to curing them all. For if it 

was true that the diseases of man were also ranked and much 
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like the angels in hierarchy of seriousness and powers, so to

cure the highest disease, which is but another way of saying

the lowest, or the worst, was to ask the Holy Spirit to

descend by ten more dimensions into the pit and I was weak

from curing my first leper and knew if I allowed myself any

spirit of indulgence upon myself then would I not rise from my

bed for a day, so, instead, I fled to the desert and told my

followers that I would meet them in Capernaum.
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For a night and for another night I was with snakes and

scorpions and did my best to live by^^hem /ithout fear. In

which practice I was not wholly successful, but did recall

that John the Baptist could pick up a scorpion and converse

with it while it rested in his hand, nor did it sting.

My return to Capernaum was with good omen for the first

man to speak to me was a centurion with handsome armor upon

his chest, and on his helmet was an eagle. This Roman who was

in no wise a Jew, stood before me, a proud man, and who could

say how many were dead by his sword? Yet was he polite to 

me, saying, "Lord, my good servant is sick of a palsy and 
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grievously demented."

And I replied without pause, "Let me come and heal him."

In increase of my respect, did the centurionfanswer,

"Lord,I am not worthy that thou should come under my roof, but

if you speak the word, my servant shall be healed. Speak it

to me and ye need not come to my house, for I am a man who has

authority to command a soldier to go, and he goeth. And to

another, I tell him 'Come,' and he cometh. So, my sick

servant will do what needs to be done should ye give me the

power to tell him to rise^ wwi will ve havo give-n mo to

heal my—oorvant by my commajjd^-11—-

And this centurion had tears in his eyes so that I

marveled, and turned to my followers and said, "Have I found

so great a faith in anyone so early in these days^f/)2>, not in

all of Galilee." And I said to the centurion, "Go! Your 

servant will be healed."
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And so was it done. As others cane to tell me.

And I was pleased with the warmth of those who welcomed

me in the market and on the streets of Capernaum for many

passed to give greeting, and Simon Peter told me that

Capernaum, though but a small city, was of great attraction

for men who did not know women but only other men. So also

was I told that such men would cover their lips with the juice

of red berries, although in the taverns, on wine, they would

argue concerning their disposition, and say how the bravest of

the Greeks were Spartans who lived entirely as men in the arms

of each other.

To which others would dispute as follows: "So did these

Spartans also live with the sword whereas you live with such

coloring as women seek for their lips?"

Nonetheless, did I feel affection for these sodomites 

even as I encountered them in Capernaum. They were tender in
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spirit and gave welcome to me, and would congregate about me

beneath a tree with much shade inasmuch as they were not

welcome in the temple.

There, each day I preached of the incarceration of John
Ot l( +

the Baptist who was with me in spirit such dcryz^nd all but

upon me, and I spoke with the clarity that comes from not

knowing what gives fire to one's speech but/€hat it -its (full

and no word goes in need of search the next. And more

gathered each day at the synagogu^-until there was no bench to

receive them, not even in the vestibule nor outside the door.

a. ufa*?
And one day came a man with palsy wholly paralyzec^borne

toward me by four other men who could not^Spproach because of

the press of those listening, so in their desperation did

those four take a ladder and climb upon the roof, and even

broke a hole betweenrafters so they could lower the bed

of the man with palsy nearer to where I spoke. And when I saw
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such frKbi-h-it £>f ~faith in me, ■! kaaw that—ouch/cTesperation of
wvtt.6^- atGc>^l\a>c^/ C&m >

attitude in his bearers gave ^roof of their e^for this man

and he was therefore worthy, and morej -sw*sl so without pause,

did I say: "Thy sins be forgiven thee." For knot/ as—stuck

_^-eairre^accepting the weight of their sin, and a man paralyzed by
MAty t*x ^15 l^e- Ixa^e

palsy has bennuip pqnal.U;n /the horror he knows^-fsr^his sinsf^n
7f- crxd^ die? f.

L**' this case fa horror so great that he does not believe he had

cause or sanction to move a limb. So I forgave him without

hesitation inasmuch as his repentance was already in his

paralysis/

Yet among the scribes sitting in the synagogue there was

much affront and I heard one say, "Why doth this man Jesus

speak blasphemies? Who can forgive sins but God only, and no

other."

So did I know that I had been in error to speak without
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caution, yet already ■£ faundfit difficult to bear the presence
>•« ~/^g

of those who were pious, ^nost pious, considering that the

auyyeuLiuu of their spirit as—it—came te mo was like the udur

’'wh-ioh io -tn the death of shellfish and tire-corruption of equid

"gnr they die by the side of -teh-e sea which had once been of

nourishment to them.

Whereupon I said, and still was I without caution: "Why 

the Son of Man hath power on earth to forgive sins. So I say

unto this man with palsy: Arise, take up your bed, and go thy

way into thine house." And the man arose, and neither was he

a large man but his bed he took up and walked forth from the

synagogue before them all; if he staggered was it only by a

little, so /theyTwereJ much amazed.

And on leaving the temple that day, -ar> did a multitude 

from Capernaum jn»i£follow me and I did my best to teach them 
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Each day more was I coming to understand why Jehovah had 

chosen me I could see 4»hat a God of His dimension would be 

sore tried for patience considering how often had we/consumed

His charity in repeating our sins and much repeating them' 

Him

have need of me to understand their errors, even as I had

known great emptiness when I had fasted and so could

how in thecomprehend soul are waste-places where no pride

one's good deeds, and the soul is as a void beforeover

of its sins.the memory

in the shade underneath the tree^ of the ciLy.

wheroby men muot be too small to comprehend 
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the Lord spoke to me on every day

for there were many occasions when I was alone and without

Him, and yet when I roused myself from sleep, it was as if He 

had always been there to impart much, and indeed we were
QCPU.1^

sometimes at odds’ J-e? in my dreams, the Lord oomotimoc—spaka_

of matters I did not always wish to hear, and once was I so

disheartened that I found myself weeping when I awoke ainoc He

P asked me to consider whether it was possible that He might not
y

possess all-jpower over all dominions^ 20 that aven b^-ing t-rng..,

Jd*«t He could move mountains^p^- part^seas, such powers could

not be called upon at will., ^tewt^iad to be found by Him and

brought forth by Him, even as our smaller powers were not

always with us, being Mi-yantn of men nwd wnmnn ond therefore

absent often when called upon in need.
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Nonetheless, I knew when the Lord's voice was speaking

through me for then my tongue was with felicity and my mind

with prowess I did not know at other times and my thoughts

were of greater peril to me than any words my heart would have

dared to utter if unsupported by the
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Now did I begin to contemplate my need for disciples who

He arose and ke-trid^. I looked into his eyes which were

[ > V\G>

with light for me, and so did I not concern myself with his

Thereby would I yet learn that few

in a-11 of Galilee and Judea teha-n 

ing ..nnw^tliey worked " ”

others/ often

these publicans/in customs houses c

' ‘ . \ ' 6 5for, Romans^m colloottfYg taxes'. Rather would I measure

a^eotloc by wha-te-I could coe. in their eye,—for what gleam^in
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l/'-CU
^.iliiirur hoyo»d ^the eyes of those whoptre sinless but downcast.

And I had need of twelve men, one for each of the tribes of

Israel, twelve men who could look back iftt,o my eyes w4ttr»

unde-ratanding so that I could see what was in their souls and

them. Nor did that mean I saw such men as free

of much warping of the soul within. Yet could I also see, as

.jaoul-d, (f o r g i v e

if God had given me the power to journey to the bottom of the

sea, that in their eyes was a soul who would walk down every

road with me. Or so I thought.

There was one for whom I could not declare such, and he

so beautiful with his dark beard that I wishedwas Judas, yet
s <

smoke and fumes

he was the son of a wealthy man and hated his father.

of his spirit ^it then

him to be among my twelve even if I could not Uee -into (Ris'

~ eyes--for thoy(frere too full of fire, and indeed I was as if

blinded by

Notwithstanding, I welcomed him for he claimed to love the
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poor

In that manner, did I -ui dtri'ii twelve/who should be with 

me, and/had hope that I might send them forth to preach

I had guided them toward the power to heal sickness and cast 

out devils. Aftd Lf I had already Simon Peter, also did I have

James, the son of Zebedee, and John, the brother of James, and
3

Andrew and Philip and Bartholonew and Matthew and Thomas, and

another/James, like—terr the oon of Alphaeus.r and there was

Thaddeus, and Simon the Canaanite and Judas Iscariot of whom I

have spoken,* jmd of them all, was Judas the most comely.

When I would sit at meat

Yet in choosing some among my disciples had I

in the house of Levi, so did many publicans and sinners sit 

also with us, and tax collectors like Levi were numerous and 

followed me for they were full of shame before other Jews and 

were, as publicans, heavy in their hearts that they di-d work' 
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for the Romans, and so such publicans had much need of me.

But when the scribes and Pharisees saw me eating with such
sinners, so did they speak^ny other disciples, saying: "How

is it that he eateth and drinketh with those who are as

dregs?" I was not eager to widen what large space was already 

-between myself and these Pharisees in Capernaum, yet did I

say: "They that are whole have no need of the physician, but

they that are sick need much. I am here not to call the

righteous to repentance, but the sinners." 

nowhaving encountered the Evil Spirit, may even know surfeit of

whereas the pious fester in the weariness of their wars

against Satan and _ez> are without patience for those less

observant than themselves.

Therefore was I happy in the house of Levi/while speaking 'whi

to many sinners, and some indeed were of low and disreputable
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unwashed,/yet by coming topursuits, and some were poor and

my Father's presence in many who

the bounty of their wealth for others, whereas here, at the

friends,table of Levi, among those poor sinners who were his

shone for me with a clarity not unlike the grain of wood that

has been treated to much exposure to the goodness and wrath of

is tKen polished by man.

pj.pfy..nf the Pharispp? and tho 'scriboc of Capernaum did assjlT

brood overmy nostrils like a ppisqp

know such people, so did I begin

and Pharisees; so would they say to me, "The disciples of John

£ A.y/'oce.
to ponder upon the absence uf-

e
■Nothing e-f-sbeh argument would/Suffice when with scribes

the Baptist did fast. Why do thy disciples fast not?"

did I see how there was much petty injury Zone could rsrt upon

another -tewt yet also much of simple pity^for neighbors poorer

m situation than themselves} and the faces of these poor

were rich

night
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those Jews who speak for my religion tat drive away 

sinners. A-nd.^n-^J those who were members of long 

standing the synagogue^ "No man will put new into old 

bottles lest the new wine burst the bottles and the wine is 

Still did the issue of this s

made worse on the day that my publicans 

through corn fields on the Sabbath, and plucked ears of corn

whereupon the Pharisses said, "To pluck this day iscorn on

yet

made for man, and not man for the Sabbath."

on the next Sabbath, when I entered into the

day

was in a race

with my cautions, so that my voice/almostpas/not uttered,

coriJacsZwatched to see if I would seek to heal him on this

synagogue so was a man there with a withered hand^arrd- many

spilled. New wine must be put into new bottles."

:rnd'-trinnaps walked

id/gain a victory after all, saying: "The Sabbath was

not lawful." And when I gave answer, my voice
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for I knew they were ready to make accusation.

Still, was I confident that I could not serve my Father

if I did not speak what had been in my thoughts, for had these

thoughts been in error, so would my Father have rebuked mej

-feat no rebuke had come. Therefore, on this Sabbath in

Capernaum did I say to the man with the withered hand: "Stand

forth."

And when he stood, I asked of the congregation, "Is it

lawful to do good on the Sabbath? Is it lawful to save life

if people sicken?"

No one among them could answer. They had not the courage

to say "Cure him," and the hardness of their hearts (wherein

no heart is so hard as the cautious heart) did infuriate me

and I spoke to the man, saying: "Stretch forth thine hand,"

and when he had stretched it forth to me, did I not even have 

to touch it, but could see how his hand was restored to him as 
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whole as the other. Yet did I also feel a great anguish as if

something of the mystery of the power to heal which the Lord

had given me may have been injured by excess pride in myself.

For now did I understand, even as many Pharisees in much

displeasure stood forth and left the synagogue, that a time

might come when I must go to war with some of my own people

and would they then be lost to what had been prepared for me

to teach?

And indeed, later that night, one of my disciples made

claim to have heard that day how two Pharisees in the

synagogue took counsel with officers of Herod^fiow living in

Capernaum and among them had been discussion of how this

Yeshua of Nazareth «4gJ*t be stilled. And on those (words, so

did I know that I must flee from Capernaum and go to those

shores on the Sea of Galilee which are empty. For Yeshua opf

Nazareth would not seem like a god to the officers of Herod
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—but as fuat more than a poor Jew.
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Yet was I far from alone. My disciples accompanied me to

these wilder shores, and with them,(a multitude from Galilee. 

So did the word commenced by John the Baptist that in

^^egefttgriEe—was the remission of sin/become7now/ the word -whi c-h.

passed through all the hills and valleys and deserts of

Israel, even into the mountains and across them, and already

were there men and women accompanying this multitude/'who "came

from all of Judea and from Jerusalem from Idumea and even

beyond the Jordan, a great multitude. And as they gathered

about me in numbers and in much need as£/ not ready to speak

for fear of being encompassed by their need, and indeed, my
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disciples were now obliged to comport themselves as soldiers,

and became my guard. Yet still did I feel the pushing and

consternationfand much agony to reach me and to touch me,

until so many were about that I was deprived of the power to

cure, and indeed had enough o-C-'-my own- bruises to think of my

own sores when day was done. So I told my disciples to find

me a small ship that could wait in a cove of the Sea of

Galilee and from there, near to shore and nonetheless apart,

could I preach from the prow of the ship, yet come back to

land long enough to touch a few and allow the unclean to fall

down before me.

And while waiting did I go up into a mountain^a^^d-the

multitude followed. I came down and returned to a town near

Capernaum and entered a house where I was welcome, and that

same multitude surrounded the house of my host, until I was 

obliged to step out upon the porch to offer cures to a few 
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and there were scribes from Jerusalem in the multitude come to

this house to see if the word was true.

And word did I receive that one of these scribes had said

to another, "By Beelzebub, prince of the devils, doth he cast

out devils." And I knew great danger was there for me and for

my disciples that such word would to overflow the land. For

even as I was gaining knowledge of how to cure, so was a

plague of ill spirit also growing in readiness, and it would

thrive in the hearts of those righteous who followed every

commandment of the Lord; they would see my efforts as Devil's 
U4 gcLUDy)

labor: For was not a poor man's command of miracles 

destroying all logic and reason in the Ten Cmmandments and all

Phar

looked to make a world where people were just^ So did I know

that I must speak to these two scribes from Jerusalem who had 

come to look upon me, for they appeared most intelligent, and 
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took great care, each, of his beard which was modest and

clean.

So, I said to them, "Ye call me Satan yet how can I be

Satan if I have cast him out and his devils are upon the floor

like a wind of dust? So know ye then that as a kingdom

divided against itself cannot stand, nor a house divided

against itself cannot stand, how then can Satan rise up

against himself? And so would I warn you, all sins can be

forgiven of the sons of men, except for he who shall blaspheme

against the Holy Ghost. Such a man is in danger of eternal

damnation." And if I said this, it was because they had

spoken of me as being of unclean spirit, and they went away

without reply for they had heard my speech as a threat.

And indeed had I spoken in a voice most baleful, and no

longer knew whose words I employed. For my Father not seeming 

near to me in this instant, I was not without thought that the 
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jyevil had entered my argument, and now the two scribes would

go back to Jerusalem with my words.

It was a day of many ills. To this same house now came

my mother, and my half-brothers, the sons of Joseph, and

standing outside they called for me, but the multitude were

pressed all about, and I could neither see them nor hear them.

Then one man in this multitude said, "Behold, thy mother and

thy brethren are without and seek for thee," and I was in a

pain of much high fever, rich with excitement, and most heavy

with dread, and I uttered these words: "Who is my mother or

my brethren?" And looked around the room as if I had need of

every man and woman in it, and said, "Behold my mother and my

brethren! For whosoever shall do the will of God, the same is

my brother and my sister and my mother." And I did not wish

to see my mother for so was I reminded that when young had she 

filled me full of fear of Romans snd of wealthy Jews who were 
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of more consequence than ourselves, and I had need in this

hour of much confidence and no fear.

Later did I hear that my mother wept when "Who is my

mother?" were words repeated to her, and then did I wish to

gather back these same words from the air. For I owed much to

my mother even if our road traveled together had never been

smooth, not from my birth, but then even with her pride did

she also live in much anxiousness over the great secret of my

birth and was never without visions of catastrophe yet to 

befall us.
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In the evening, sorrowing over these harsh words with

which I had dismissed the presence of my mother, so did I feel

much need to be calmed by the sea and said to my disciples,

"Let us pass over to the other side." Now, they had been

feasting in all houses that bid us welcome for I had noticed

that the rich in these towns of Galilee near Capernaum go fat;

much and drank much and with few cares. But I had need of

unto me many sick people taken with diseases and torments, and
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many possessed with devils, and those who were lunatic and 

those with palsy, and so had I (Tiea lisTthem. And in each such

moment when the spirit of God came to me and passed from my

heart to my hand, thereby did my touch make them well, and in

each of such instants, did I have memory again of the leap

that I did not take on the fortieth night at the invitation of

the Devil, and so now must I leap with the spirit of healing

given to my hand out onto the body of whoever was sick or aged

before me. Yet did my cowardice also accompany me on such a

cure for it is cowardly to fear death as I had feared it with

the Devil, and now I must make amends. And then I wondered if

the Devil had sought to entice me into death knowing that I

would refuse him, being not ready to take the leap, but O</ 

manner I could not fathom, and that thereafter, no matter my 

loyalty to God, still would a part of me, no matter how 
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reduced, belong to the Devil.

A new unhappiness of spirit began therefore in me^even as

there now came toward us stall more people from Galilee and

from Decapolis, from Judea and from beyond Jordan, and many

did I heal. Not all, but the better part of all. There were

some few I could not cure for these were those who had a great 

and evil light in their eye dark as the darkest angels of

Satan, an evil light to tell me that before their illness had

come upon them, they had been stronger in evil spirit than

myself in good spirit and those few, therefore, I could not

cure. Yet even so did I learn the cause of my unhappiness of

spirit and now I had need again of the sea, or even of a lake

so large that it might be like the sea.

And so I told my nearest followers to send away the

muiltitudes for it was evening. And when most were gone, we 

went quickly to a ship, albeit there were others who followed 
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us in very small ships. And that was close to much disaster

for all's-inee (& great wind arose on the Sea of Galilee^^jafil the

waves beat upon our vessel and near covered it. And I knew

naught of this for I slept like one newborn, even if it were

tumult for others, and peace was given to me by the rocking of

the water. Yet when they awoke me, it was to say, "Many boats

will soon founder. Master, dost thou not care if we perish?"

So, I arose and made ready to rebuke the wind, and said

unto the sea, "Be still," and there was calm. But in truth, I

do not know if I can take such making of a miracle unto myself

for in the midst of this storm, still did I sense on awakening

how a calm was coming and so knew before others that the end

of the storm was upon us. rfrteiJJ,^did I take the pleasure of

saying: "Why are ye so fearful? Have ye no faith?"

And I could hear them, one to another: "What manner of 

man is this? Even do the seas obey him.
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And the wharf where we landed was in the country of the

Gadarenes and we had come to a beach in back of which were

cliffs with many tombs, and out of one of these tombs

descended a man with a torch, yet his spirit was thus unclean

that the fire of the torch was fierce from his breath. And he

came rushing toward me. No man among my followers, not even

Peter, was ready to resist this man nor bind him. And I had

to say: "Peace." Whereupon, he stopped.
/

And he said, "No man doth bind me. Not by chains. They

seek to do such, but I break fetters, and chains I pluck

asunder. No man can command me."

"Then whereof," said I to him, "is your fright?"

"I am afraid of all things," he replied. "In the day do

I live in the darkness of the tombs, and weep. I tear at

myself with sharp stones and cut my flesh. But of you have I

heard word and/worship you."
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"You have heard what said?" I asked.

"That your eyes have a great light which I see," he said,

"and your name is Jesus. So much have I heard from those who

dare to speak to me. Such people there are, and they speak to

me despite all fear of who I am. Know ye who I am. I am he
who contains a multitude of devils, more than any other^as”^

been vile enough to support in his heart. So, I adjure thee:

Torment me not, Jesus! This is fair warning."

I was not without fear in speaking to this man’tsr he had

more strength even than Peter whose strength was kin to a

bull. Moreover did 1^ ^ive in great filthiness of body. His

hair met his beard and such locks were like fards of the great

rope that is used to hold large ships to their landing.

Now did he say to me, "I have fear of myself. I live in

I asked, "What is thy name?"
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He answered, saying: "My name is Legion. We are many,

and the sum of this many are in me."

In truth, I knew that he was with a multitude of devils,

yet was I forced to speak and most directly, as if the hand of

the Lord was at the back of my head and urging me forward:

"The devils who did devour King Herod are now in you," I said.

"Release yourselves from Legion, unclean spirits!" Even as I

said this, so did a great herd of wild swine come rushing out

of the tombs, and a manifold of devils came screaming from the

throat of Legion, even screaming as they were put asunder, and

in their tongues I heard, or so seemed it to me: "Give us

entrance! Entrance into the swine of Gadarene." For which I

gave leave, and these unclean spirits having issued out of 

Legion, rushed with a great noise

violently down

in numbers two

a steep place into

such hogs and sows werethousand. And all

the sea. These swine were

to enter the /^wine who ran
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•sow ^were I choked in the sea all these swine of

Gadarene.

'“And ‘others .came to look at the manrpossessed by so manY

devils, for now they found Legion clothed and bathed and
Y2 / j

returned to his right spirit. .And (the elders of the town of

Gadarene were afraid, and/prayed, and entreated me to depart

from their coast.

As I -stepped -back ihto my ship, Legion’begged- of me that

he might come along, and I was tempted, for he would have made
T'«—2 'o>**

a mighty apostle, yet thier number was twelve—no more could I

separation of Legion from his devils might /last but a day^ •

heart/saying to him, "Go to thy friends and tell them what

Yet also did I wonder whether this was betrayal of my mission
X -Oct priA

to send the^man away* aad^ therefore, wao I—neL-piuud uf-JiqU—
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great things the Lord hath done
ft

for thee, and.. .th at He1 hu'lrtr

since I

part, did I/abhor the man,Yet, ty

had heard the uproar of<^horror

the swine, even •fri'y diTi 11 Lj i j th-m_

he departed, Legion spoke well of me in the

town of Decapolis)and of .bow—many great things^Jcouo had;

more people were gathered and I had to keep tn.my—boat out

from shore and preach to them c- across the water.

fl,,
Jmew Legion df former days in Decapolis and all had been

^ei^hdiiH-----And—i heard of those who did marvel/inainuch as they

^3^7
Now, however.,-.when.I massed over by ship to Capernium,


