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Silence did I gird Tf'with a"priest's robe -

KJ
that others must not touch, and so did I sit (on a stone bench

by the treasury and beheld how people cast money into the
H4.KC.6c •'\.‘

great box. And many who were rich cast j-n much. Then, came a

poor woman and her shawl was threadbare’ awd she threw in
Ct'H, Ct <a«^’

fie-rt^-ing. God leaped then^tn my hoar^. /e«

called to those disciples who were nearest and said:

"This poor woman hath cast in more than all the rich. They

«Kiid--moroly(Teave a tithe of their abundance, while she^uaut of—-.

vhor want* cast in all she had, even her living for this day.

turnedSo she has performed a jniraclo ^4-nd^mueh as she has

■in order to impress each other,* arrd thereby (seek to amass more

Mammon into a tribute to God. Whereas the wealthy give to Sad-

of Mammon."
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And I thought of how money was a great and stinking beast

whose foul offerings men supped upon with slobberings and
g? ft y

greed, their bellies fu],l of lus'j£.aad''£he.}^were in such a 

Qy'ar‘^_) C> M C-S- <
tumult that they^-gave XffxFppd i ng~orTl y 1 oner enoijalrto go to

the Temple and pray and give a coin to the great box in the

treasury.
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"No man can

he needsor he will cling to the one

andand perforce despise the

wouldI thought again of how all who were wealthy

this IDevil spoke to me again amd

even in the darkest night of His

^id the Devil now say:the inner spirit of my ear:

"Before it is all over, those who are wealthy will possess you

enrich the treasury of mighty churches^^ed men will worship

otherj^ Ye cannot serve God

meditations, would not speaJ^ (y

one, and love the other,

as well. They will put images of you upon their wall."

hate my words.// Then the

the voice went on: lutou will

(A
Mammon.

T knew a uiuiiHSHte of terrorL—Vt yg-i ~ - ti □ if my soul had been

/two masters. Either he will hate the

eeth to bitetongue,) a?sd

seized by this threa

knew at once inasj
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you even as you wi-M. belong to me ps much as to Him; that is

just^ I am equal to Him^ ^nd at j'drthY - Can it not be said

‘-7
that greed is a beast whose defecations are w&ethy- <Jf gold,

and are aa go-id?.. Bar cold the color of the sun out of
which all things grow^ Ponder uithiB ~upea such matters,

Jesus, and do not deny me quickly." To which God now replied

in my other ear, and I knew it was my Father: "Everything he

says will make much sense until it fails to make sense at all>

He gives this speech to all who catch his eye, and his eye is

only for the best, alas, all those whom I have fashioned with

greatest hope. Whereas he scorns all who are modest, but 

with Me." And this was the most that my Father ever said to

about Satan and _H*s(problems with such a Devil; nonetheless

was it a thought to torment the palisades of my faitt^> I

wondered if only for a moment: Did we praise the meek, He and

I, because those were the only ones who would have allegiance
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to us?

These thoughts were of such disturbance that I felt a
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|7^
I could see in the eyes of the moneylenders

«~itelliijuhL.Lk»3tia¥v a covetousness as sharp as the point of a

spear, nay, it was more like unto the evil that is in the eye

of the sharp-beaked bird who looks for prey. Then the rage of

Isaiah came into me, for in his words did I cry out: "These

tables are a pool of vomit and filthiness and there is no

place clean!"

And I overturned the table before me with the monies that

were upon it, and felt an exaltation in my ears as the coins

gave their small cries on striking the stone of the floor, and

each possessor ran after his own loss like vermin on the hunt

for smaller vermin.

Then did I knock over the seats of those who sold doves,

and a multitude behind me came forward and some may it be were 

even feeling the exaltation of the Lord that was in me at
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.defying (greed and usury and L. ^o-lt many reverberations }ef thio- 

within these holy walls, holy now, yet not so holy as once 

iowbefore, /now more tarnished by greed than before^ Hnd I saidf

^Khu- Son of God,—was j-t mine before others T .

jjjjjrt, "My house shall be known before all nations as a house

of prayer. Is that not written? But ye have made it a den of

thieves.11

■And—co speaking the truth,—so did my throat know T had--- - 

ri'ii il i H and indeed it was the truth that men who sought

Mammon were thieves even if never had they stolen (Wie cup of 

wheat. And in my nearness now to my Father, qould. J gain the

and priests had heard me from afar ajadnow-wni/1 d /Look

joy of a holy rage gypn as I-was much aware that many scribes

.estloy me,—jl, indeed they

■Bftioh astonished by my doet-ri■Bftioh astonished by my doet-ri

7^ was as if I could hear the Pharisees speaking in all
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the temples within this Great Temple and

ftorc, and I knew that in overturning the

offense that would blind all judgment of

in all the courtyards^

tables I had given

for I

would not allow these priests and Aiders

to be

of me and be able no

J
loyal to their separate accounts; /now must they think

»-TMammon in the evening^, and thereby-fa-eeemmodata all the vines

of this Great Temple

of cupidity
J

n/from one side of their soul to the other
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Jirot -day

-iftnr nvprtnrninw thn t.ihlas nf the monevlendprs

And -t f?idt juid th"ro w~rdr '.mr? paid—before I c?nl4_

r on t-Ample be fhnir i.m.jght- (“"Destroy this temple and in three 

days will I raise it up."

Then spoke one of these moneylenders, and he was an old

man, and stout, but with clear eyes, "Forty and six years was

this Temple building. Thou will rebuild in three days?"

And then was I ready to wonder at what I had said. For 

there were many in the multitude about me ready to tear down

much |of (this Temple, and that with joy. What did not belong 
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to them might as well be

aloud of such destruction would. injure much in days to com^, 

yr a 1-1 th a*, is said aloud and ie heard by others iemairnr 

cTtrr;—buL laLlitw wi-M. livefin the chill of the dark and never

releni^ and never forgive^ To down the Temple ^puld bring

immaculate beauty. Ifu had been but a pilgrim wandering 

the ghost of all that has gone before. Mor deco—such ? gfrP***

forth such a ghost.fFor to me were here many buildings of 

through these halls, so would I have been wondrously impressed

by the dedication of their sk^ls, tfrese(carpenters and stone

masons who had built these great buildings.

And—strath inking did I grow calm, and know that I was here

to teach, not to destroy.
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And I would say that the Lord was still with me. For had

it not been also His rage and was He not telling me now to be

wise, to be gentle; I said to my followers, "Be thou calm and

be thou judicious and respect this Temple. The moneylenders

are not of the Temple but merely the leavings of evil which 

can be found and all of that^ig stnnn.^crubbed ^rom

the stone. Therefore, abide with me while I

teach, yet not in this unclean place of entrance where

moneylenders have congregated. Come with me further into the

holy places of this Temple."
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And I led them to a quiet arbor that was above another

flight of stairs and between two small chapels and indeed

there was even a cedar to give me shade^ ^hen as I had

foreseen, a delegation came to me of Chief Priests and scribes

and many of the elders of Jerusalem and they said, "We have

been awaiting thee but do not understand the manner of your
arriva 1. By- Wh"dL authority doest tnou thetL.-Lliinyu V^o

gave thee this authority to foment uproar among us?"

I answered, "I ask of you one question, and if you

answer, I will tell by what authority I do these things. The

baptism of John," I asked, "was it from heaven, or of men?

■Arrntur metir

And I knew they would reason '■tjj'hin thorns^1 as

Why then didfollows: If we say rFrom heaven,"* ^^(^haTT~Say7 

ye not believe .nut -i-F-thoy »nrnzt-n <=ay nnf men," thmy

'would enrage nil whr^fnl Low—ma. /For if John was of men
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and a prophet, the^/^hould have protected him. instead,—he:

And they answered only, "We cannot tell."

And I said, "Neither do I tell thee by what authority I

do these things."

Then came a scribe from the other side of these priests 

jwhe./&ame walking forward with such ease tsxjSe^c^priests h.i gheti

-Ll’fUli hiiiuel’f that I knew he was a Pharisee from a noble family

and educated beyond the measure of others. His eyes were blue

and his beard was gentle and of a soft brown, and he smiled as

if he were full of affection for me and said, "Master,"—which

was a courtesy I looked upon with regard, since in his manner

was even a suggestion that he /was a-1 sn speak i ng upon the
(*

disruption in the courtyard of the moneylenders J 4ats if he 

could not give approval of such an act yet would s/till call me 

master, and so: "Master," he said, "we know that thou 
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desirest to teach the way of God and of truth so I would ask

for an answer to this question,. i nrp i s of much weight to

us and gives us much dispute when we do not know how to reply.

Concerning the Romans, is it lawful to give tribute to Caesar

or shall we not give?"

And I knew that for all his gentle warmth, the Devil had

minions even so fair as this man and his question was a snare.

For if I replied that one should not give tribute to Caesar, 

which I expect was the reply he awaited, then these Pharisees

Pcould give testimony to the procurator of this city that I was

in rebellion against the Romans. But I feared not the snare.

My wit^as*^n this hou^like an arrow eager to leap from my

heart to my lips, and I said, "Give me a penny that I may see

it," and when they brought it, I said to them, "Whose is this

image?"

And he replied, "Caesar's.
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And I said, "Render to Caesar the things that are

Caesar's and to God the things that are God's.

And I heard a murmur in the multi if my■hind mff

words were displeasing to them. Yet I knew that this scribe

and these Pharisees were marveling at jwenftor eluding ffirw n

to overturn the tables of the moneylenders yet the wisdom to

avoid a rash reply. Still, I also knew that my remark had 

been too clever twrcl ao (reverberated in my ears with that

excess of wisdom which leaves an echo as hollow as the fall of

a J.jarg» stone into an abyss.
C&de? J. s-^- a

For ykto~- I ^wf'fiow many a church

urvive'in many an evil land on the strength of such

l/*e***-t
words, bwt in this hnun lima—I also tearing at the roots of

in whi-eh I believedA I5ar(l was not here to build

T^anw churches for the future and all such churches
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to bring all to salvation and

Was it from fearspoken thus?with God's speed. So-why had I

compromised^ but iaabeadZrather

of the elders? Or had God estimated the size of my harvest

and Irafl seen it as so small that He no longer had belief in my

prudenceytfo bUild many churches in the swamps

powers, —worse- in wio? "‘.nd so Ito- might-haw decided that

of pride and Mammon.
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[Jcrhapo a parabio hoforn-the ooribe— arrives-]- r

£.1 rst day ■»

<<Miri?k-7—p. 021'-(teaching in-the Tcmp-l-o; tho trrihp) —

fl fas k
And as I p?ch-ing,—same one ol the UdiibuL, came—i ntri

ini,ir—courtyard, and having heard mo raasnning with my_jaa££t^

-4e> G^-t-L /m 
ajad. pcrcoiving Lhut r~aanwercd them wokl,f*he asked, "Master-;

which is the first commandment of them all?"

And I answered, " 'Hear, 0 Israel, the Lord our God is

one Lord. And so shalt thou love the Lord thy God with all

thy heart and all thy soul and with all thy mind and with all 

thy strength.' This must be the first commandment^J.nacmHch

—it says that the Lord is our only Lord. There are no other

Gods." | .
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numbers are tera£ equal to the one who speaks for all of them

is Satan."

at is the second commandment?" asked the scribe.

■he first time. He was.iSaying: "Other gods in all t-harer?

n
'‘■It t° love thy neighbor as thyself There is none

other commandment greater than these two."

And the scribe said to me, "Thou hast o.aid the—t-ru<bh. To 

love one's neighbor as oneself is more than all burnt 

offerings and sacrifices."

And when-I "Sciw~'Lliat lie could speak with ouch modost—»

I
*jiri rdnfflT, I said to him, "Thou art not far from the Kingdom of

God."

He was very wise. Mayhap he was the Master of the Book

in this great Temple and so was the man I would seek out to

speak with on many matters. Yet if he had a fine face, still 

his eyes were as pale as the blue of the sky on a day when
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there is little of blue and the sky is white; so I did not

trust him, albeit his manners were as fine as his beard. That

was aombed—and. well-curled as if he were the noble son of a

skillful

saTdg—"We-

fmaily whose lands xw^tuded ^fnany gardens tended by
Ims AS

servants. And ht^. di-d cpeak . Whan he q

I

are all among the circumcized, and

-th id-

are a people of one faith.

am of the persuasion of

many of us in this Temple that you have not come to this holy

another yea, even though disruption has followed you like the

dust before a storm." He paused to great effect and all were

listening. Wfe4Z~there are many storms that cleanse. Act) So I

would ask of you, Master, when comes the Kingdom of God?"

And as he ear those two voices that livej

as one in many Ito*—if many—of their voices

come to my ear endowed with good manners and much breeding*
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toTall the same was AocKery in the utterances of their throaty

--Btrt as finely sifted into their courtesies as powder into
~^~e> bi? five*# Uo>i de §9^ r^-

sand. §e—I-could -hear hie nther voice, und*CTaL "une—was not-

H.+ 'f' without hunger as if mayhap, I might be, indeed, the Son of Man

-^arnS for that, he had great passion to knoww arid thase high

priests who had sent him wanted to knowr

speak to this scribe.

of many<k> conversed/of many matters and discoursed as men who

were equal and of much courtesy toward each other* frstr-Qty the

second hour did he begin to display much knowledge of the

the Sabbath

scrolls

cures on the Sabbath

the streets of Askelon . . . lest the daughters of the

uncircumcized triumph." And he smiled as if I would not know

that such verses came from the second book of Samuel. "Do ye

know the verse," he went on, "(Chat is saying: 'And while the
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children of Israel were in the wilderness, they found a man

that gathered sticks upon the Sabbath day, and they brought

him unto Moses and Aaron and unto all the congregation. And

they put him in ward, because it was not declared what should

be done to him. But the Lord said unto Moses, "The man shall

be surely put to death: all the congregation shall stone him,*

■ with ct-nnpc wifhoHt the camp-r" And all the congregation

brought him without the camp and stoned him with stones and he

died, as the Lord commanded Moses.'" Then the scribe said,

"That was in days that are now a thousand years old, and a

congregation of this day would not stone such a man. Yet doth

not the principle remain? Thou shalt not labor on the

Sabbath."

I replied that I had answered this question in many a

way. "I say to you again, if you circumcize a babe or a man

on the Sabbath, then may ye lift the scales from the blind and
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flex the limbs of the halt."

And he said, "I have been waiting for all of this year to

-meeting with you and I would speak of,^natters most serious,

despite all who throng around us, your cinnni.iimir and mine, for

I have thought of your works, Master, and of what I have heard

of you that is good and fair and wgh^mf that vriwyh is not.

But this I would say to you even as the Prophet Samuel said to

King Saul* 'Rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft. And

stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry.* 1 And if ye come

from He whom you will not declare and wish us to assume that

ye are from the Lord, you ne^or say as much. So we/suffer

from the brilliance of your deeds. For your cures can s&e® to

us as witchcraft and full of the bright fire of rebellion.

And we in the Temple have fear of that bright light, such

conflagration and such flaming of light, since we have labored

for ten hundred years to learn what is in the Book and many
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light

Maccabees that King Antiochus, a heathen king, laid up-oiTFirst

his whole kingdom ofus from without, declared to

Jews and gentiles that all should be one

partake of hisgentiles alike /should obey his laws, and

his heathen and

gentiles agreed to

s

have died for the Jtorajx- ^”And with wiidL sLieiigth we have left,

built the walls of our belief in this place and/oy the

the commandment of this king. And to our

people. Jews and

not ours. And all of

within ^provided by the deeds of our martyrs who died for

scrolls, plvouldj remind you that it is written in

religion

shame, so did many of the Israelites also consent to 7h is

religion and/made sacrifices before idols and profaned the

Sabbath until the only clear measure of a Jew

who would continue to be a good Jew was that ye could kill him

but he would not profane the Sabbath. Yet did King Antiochus

fferbid burnt offcringa and- aacri-fioo in the Templc_/k*d he**
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enied our holy people by placing paganthe sanctuary

and made chapelsaltars in groves of the forest

sacrifice swine's flesh and

.g.tho'g'

fheir souls abominable

with all manner of uncleanness and profanationfto the end that

they might forget

give assent to his commandment should die.whoever would not

Israelites obey him did Ire-would not'he

places, and abominations were set upon the

altar those books of the law which his

osoever

to eeiLarn women who bftd. caused their children to be 

drive. Secret

children uncircumcized, th by -ma k i rtg-

the law. King Antiochus /said that

was found with a book of the testament was/put to death. And

Aad he rewardwk /Jews who would

_n beae tsa-and commanded

thcyfr read- j(n pieces and burn ahem ujth 

encourage^the populace of the Jews to profane the Sabbath and

Jews to leave their

circumcized, so did he have thosfsame infants from
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the doctors who. ....... . ii'iTl i -j fi^ed ctijnh hons^p and

Ip—than to bra-def i 1 ed with the meats of—p-i-g-:—so then they

your thought must be recognition of theI say to you that in

theten hundred years of

say to you (in your hastelaw and died for the tolaw “a-

and

^4 rush to destroy that whicheven the uncircumcizedl

ye have not learned in patience and meditation and in

observance of the law on many a Sabbath and in all of your

years.

And the scribe had spoken to more and more

encourage the publicans, the sinners,

the scribe? Unless

serve God, w!^=4q^ ye

izt; observance of the book. And so

had circumcized them* A<aJ those "of Israel Who chose rather tn

<TtSd.-----And there was very great wrath aiprin Tni*^!

knew then that the Jaiok was as naught/ before evil men," said

the ^ok and^the martyrs who observed

of

assent among those who heard, even among my own people was



=luuiun =fes

prophets. I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil.

irntri y-on that pypppt your pightrniinnp'rn

~lrtUhleuubiiess shall—in no

Think not, Lfralx(T~am come to~destroy the law, or the

p ?^7
----------------------------------------------- 5 / Jo /Vb

Insert1



and prayed’with—h-iroseIf,, 'God, I thank Thee that I am not as

other men are extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as

this publican. I fast twice in a week; I give tithes of all I

possess.1 And the publican standing afar off would not so

much as lift up his eyes unto heaven but smote himself on his

his house more justified than the

merciful to me, a sinner.1 I tellbreast and said, 'God, be

you this man went down to
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much muttering that he was right, and many were weeping at the 

death of so many Jews«aa if it were-hut in.thm—haot -yeui Llut ■

■thier cries ctiii—^a.snnated

But they do not. And this land of Israel hath committed great

Therefore was it not simple to reply.
/d <•<-« et pct A-xtt ^S0’-

JriQj^UiAll—tlwrt you—.uy 1^. JuiL if people observe the book.

Yet I- said ant-Q

whoredoms in departing from the Lord, and the Lord looks upon
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her mouth that they shall no

in that day . . . I willand

hem to lie downth battle out of the earth,

willsafely, and I will betroth them unt me forever, yea, I

inbet and in judgment and

lo\: . And I will say to them

wh

if all who were with me were now cheered by my

and/$ull of the wings of confidence ae-^Tf each of his words

“ctea I Ur e to dance upon his tongue

lould/hear Satan in the voice of this scribe for he

said, "Yes, you will finish by saying to a people who are not

my people. And they shall

roth them to me in righteo ness

ing kindness and in m cies. .

ch were not my people: Thou art

break the bow of th sword and

more be remembered by thej

'Thou a my God.1"

vineyards from thence and will take the names of Baalim out

in that moment

name
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your people, 'Thou art my people.' and they will say, 'Thou

art my God.'" And the scribe laughed again and all the

mockery he had mixed like powder into the soft sand of his

courtesy was now separated and washed over me as if he had

seen all things evil and wise whereas I had not.

So did I not speak until I could find passages to utter

and then did I turn ^rfrrfrotbie prophets: "In the words of

Ezechiel:" I told the scribe, "My sheep were scattered because

there is no shepherd, and they became meek to all the beasts

of the field when they were scattered. Dfer sheep Wrindai-------- »

t-trrough the high hillsy—yea-,—my—f look■wao scattered upon al-1—-

Wre- .face of the .earth*and none did search or seek after them.

My flock became meek to every beast of the field because there

was no shepherd; neither did my shepherds search for my flock, 

but fed themselves and not my flock. Behold, I am against the

ishopfHittdfecsggul I iilll UullVei my "fluuk

Lc^a^> £ 1 l^e

t(ccc^

h



"Beware," I said, "of Aiqo scribes who love to go in long

clothing and look for salutations in the marketplace and the

chief seats in the synagogues and the uppermost rooms at

feasts. They devour widows' houses and for a pretense make

long prayers. These shall receive greater damnation.

And to myself I was thinking that even a drunken man

abusing -h-io a senat/bf what was politic

than myself. In this Temple I was without guard over the

wisdom that knows what one wc-rrld say to obtain the most and

offend the least. But then some of

never see again and much did I want

these Pharisees/might)I

them; to forget bwwmMm-
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where they have been scattered on the cloudy and dark day

become a light u-rrtg the gerrtiXLco,—i-t will be

—nnlTOtian. So I do not despise those who are

uncircumcized and ignorant of the book."

"And thereby would you give a light to the gentiles?" 

asked the scribe.

"Yea," said I, "I would also give a light to the

. ... ,Z <2 , ,, [/ Lpgentiles.Z ^4/ 1 i

Then the scribe was silent and I think he was weary ? i nc c—

had not thought that I could stand /Tn the words of the book 

and face to face^with him.-. So I continued to speak when he 

was silent, "The Lord hath called me from the womb," I said, 

"from the bowels of my mother, and He made my mouth a sharp 

sword; in the shadow of His hand hath He hid me and hath made

me a polished shaft. In His quiver hath He hid me and said 

unto me, 'Thou art My servant, 0 Israel, in whom I will be
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glorified. Raise up the tribes of Jacob and the strong

reserve of Israel,' and He also said, 'I will give thee a

light to the gentiles that thou mayest be My salvation unto

the end of the earth.' For my Father has said that I must be

His salvation, and I know not the meaning of that."

To which the scribe said, *>'ThaJ~—is ^blasphemy S"

And I replied, "It is what my Father hath said."
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e shadows in the great courtyard grew long upon

'ready to say all

that I thought for I could see that the cause of my Father 

against the powers of the Temple—which were like unto walls

speak with the mightiest words I could find.

And indeed I finally understood what it was to &peak-xn the

though it came from me.

sees were among teh® multitude, id I

if the Lord and feel the strength of^His voice, much as

the ground in the lowering of the sun,^so did 1 speak to 

would /prevail £iot /without readiness to give of all my spirit 

multitude and to my disciples. And

commence by saying: "The scribes and the Phariaa&s sit in

inserts
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'or they lay heavy pietiesobserve.

be borne, but they will noton men's shoulders, grievous to

move such burdens wan, with one

Broad are their philacteries,

for so do they have them made and they enlarge the borders of 

their garments’seek for the uppermost room at a feast and

love the chief seats in the synagogues.

And immediately did some Pharisees stir and began to

leave yet other Pharisees, as if twice fortified by anger and

now serving as spies upon me, chose to remain.

and sheen of their (shawl and (the leather wrappings on their 

arms had baeomc the" raaJ. substance

Moses' seat and the Great Temple of Jerusalem is their throne.

gbrks -bo -be seen by other mon-»

^7" J/L&aTc <3>&>•*—
j^epcabod my opoooh-o«^£heir philacteries to say—frjiat the width 

of their fingers. TMa.ey make

Whatsoever, therefore, that they bid you observe, that

were there to say, "Look upon me, am I not prosperous? And
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it was the same with the embroideries on the hem of their

costumes , t did they /grieve wwy /the bent fingers of the old

women who embroidered their fringe?

qo ,t_ ?ddod, ("Woe UhLu you/'ye scribes and Pharisees,

hypocrites! For ye qfrrri—nut t-hn kingdom of heaven -ag-a-inst—5

L’meir:-- ¥e neither go in yourselves to the kingdo^T nor do ye

suffer those who would wish to enter. tytaf3 unto you-/—ssgibes-

j_^jid Pharisees!-----Hypocrites! For ^e devour widows1 houses and

for a pretense, make long prayer. Therefore yeJshaly receive

the greater damnation."

At which the bravest of the Pharisees began to hoot at me^

and othersyrf tfre more timid, chose again at. that—roomed to

leave. But in my words was I rnyfe- only seeing the widows who 

had lost their houses through the sharp practice of some of

those before of—the 1 ri-in’—ril'lu n ; had taken to fend

uliildrtiTT! "Wherefore,"/I said]to the Pharisees, "did ye 
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not feed the (children instead of acquiring the house? Ye are

blind guides! Ye are men of Mammon. 'Hu—whosoevei shall--- 7

swc-nr by the Tempi er, 4-t in nothing,, But whosoever shall swear

by the gold of the Temple, becometh a debtor before the Lord.

Fools and blind! Which is greater, the gt&ld-; or the TElliple'i

■that suncLif ruLli Lhe gold?-----Which io grouLi—l? gift, or

the altar that sanctifieth the gift? Woe unto you, scribes

and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you pay tithes of mint and

anise and cumin and Wve, omittea^ the weightier matters of the

law, and of judgment and of mercy and of faith. These ought

you to have done and not to leave the other undone, ye blind

guides who strain at a gnat and swallow a camel. Woe unto

you,^ scribes and Phari-3eea»!F—Hypnrri tesj For ye make clean

the outside of the cup and the platter but within are they

full of extortion and excess. Thou blind Pharisees, cleanse 

first that which is within the cup and platter that the inside 
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may be also clean. Woe unto you! For ye are like unto whited

sepulchers which appear beautiful without but are full of dead

men's bones and all uncleanness qjjd—Tiippnrat i-e4». Even so, ye
*

build the tombs of the prophets and garnish the sepulchers of

the righteous and ye say, 'If we had been in the days of our

fathers, we would not have been partakers with them in the

death of the prophets.' Yet ye are the children of them

which killed the prophets. Ye are the measure of your

fathers. Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers! How can ye

escape the damnation of hell?"

And I knew that I spoke the- last with aJJ

the greafc voice of John the Baptist and w*e

cousin, atr well~as tile Soil of Gud-r "Behold," I

"I will send unto you prophets and wise men and some of 

them ye shall kill and some shall ye crucify, and some shall 

ye scourge, and persecute from city to city. And upon you
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will fall all the righteous blood shed upon the earth from the

blood of righteous Abel unto the blood of Zachariah whom ye

slew between the Temple and the altar. All of these things

shall come upon this generation.

"0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem! >Jth,r>U~-who stoned those who were

sent unto thee! often would T hnvo gathered- thy children

together, but yrm—woulil nffT~~ Behold, your house is left unto

you desolate! For 3~rny nnfn y^*1, you shall not see me

^7
henceforth bill ye say, 'Blessed is he that cometh in the name

of the Lord.'"

CL
Yet my heart was heavy;—it -was heavier than tfee- weight of

many stones^n my—baoJfry I feared that my words were true;

if these were my people and this my temple, then I must mourn

the Temple 1for Israel. And it was time to go ■ ajul depart from

-ferQthe Pharisees had—rw summonedfibers of the guard
<s£ <=;ccc£^/

■^HaRTniir-h as t.hey,Cwere wroth with my words.



5/20/95 384

Yetx__J»i*4 the multitude who surrounded me were s«?r equad—in

And on our departure through one courtyard after another

did mY^disciples me to exclaim upon the beauty

the Temple

roud of the lavish all had been built and I saw againss of

the nakedness of avarice pn their faces, for as my disciple

the pls.ests of the Templedid they wear rags and see clothed

And I

I say unto

you that there shall not be left one stone upon and er that

said unto them, "Look you upon such things!

the desert, and

my leaving although sorne]/1”^0 -'.'i.thout □tonco in thniTi

hands, and many wefethe Pharisees with stones in their

ch me. And £4=ie multitude

f the buildi s of

in white linen with gold ornaments on eir chests.

Hiab surrounded me/Srought jno forth awd

come up to

and seemed as if they were

interfered with

hearts.
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Insert%%%%%%%

B'lid of first day?-

How may we know

this man and from whence he\s?"

know whence Iye

me is true whomam and I am not come of myself but He who :nt

■ ye know not, but I know Him for I am from Him,

sent me.

no man laid hands on my

approach and fall back, and approach and fall back, and there

Then I cried out, "Ye both knot*.me and

come. And /they would

kill? BuiShe speaketh boldly and they say nothing unto him.

and\He hath

Some Pharisees said: "Is this not he whom they seek to

Do the rulers know^that this is the Christ?

.W&^hey sought to take me yet

garmentstbpcau&e my hour was not

I. i lUHiif uF the—Ojsowd altered and' one sai

was that in my eye which told them not to touch my cloth^



Then one after another, did disciples c©me uat-ra. me-

things be? And what shall be the sign*e-£» thy coining and -of

tffrs. end oftlKMWOi-ld?^

privately on the Mount an^ say: en shall teheoo

And again there was a multitude about me, even gr~ecrter

than tho -first tj>a-t had been in the Temple. And I said unto

them, "Take heed that no man deceive you. For the sign of my

coming and the end of the world will be only when I am no

longer among you." And I knew not why I said so much as that

unless it was the power of my dream coming to me MWv every



night so that in -girct 14ght when I awoke

They groaned in pain, honest was their pain at these

5® I repeated, "I will come when I am no longer among you.

had been scourged and had died^a<Rd had risen. But had not.

Yet so powerful was the drSam that I could not gainsay it; <and--

t___________ _
id I feel as^it I

For I could see that,

5/20/95

withal, they loved me. So did I feel a new need to bring them

voice of the Lord

Christ1 and shall deceive many.

you be not troubled for all these

things must come to pass,

Fes^e shall hear/wars and

within me, I said, "Take heed*that no man

many shall come in my name saying, 'I am

counsel. And with all the strength aad—aJJ—the—of the

rumors of wars. See that

at^ueive ycra. For

but the end is not yet. First

shall nation rise against nation and kingdom against kingdom,

and there shall be famines and pestilences and earthquakes in

divers places. All these are but the beginning of sorrow.
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And they shall deliver you up as my followers, and they shall

kill you, and ye shall be hated of all nations for my name's

sake. And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many
5,-Tz-o^J

shall wax for gold. But he that shall endure to the end, the 

same shall be saved. And this gospel of the Kingdom shall be

preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations and

only then shall the end come." And in that instant,

surrounded by my multitude, who swayed and groaned at such

words issuing from my lips, did I hear the Lord speaking to me

of the Devil and minions kho wouM~corne upon the earth

armed with Hie DEVil'S store of small miracles, each of these

minions claiming to be the Christ, to be like unto the return

of myself. And I felt as if Is

^decepti

~-And—J—saizd" "When ye therefore s~ee~~the abomination ~

desolation r —1-e t—h-imr-wtri-ch—i-s - -on—the—housetop —net—cbm e.._d
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take anything out of his house. Nor let him whichis—iw^the-^

field turn back to seek his clothes^-Aficl woe to them that are

with child and give sucjj^in those days. And pray ye that your

flight be notxfi the winter, nor on the Sabbath day, for then

stall there be great tribulation such as was not since the____— 

■bj°gima.ing nf the world to this time. Then _/f any man shall

say unto you, 'Lo, here is Christ,1 or say, 'He is here, 1

believe it not for there shall arise false Christs and false

prophets and they shall show great signs and wonders insomuch,

if it were possible, they •she-U. deceive the very elect.

Wherefore if they should say unto you, 'Behold, he is in the

desert,1 go not forth. Or, "Behold, he is in the secret

chambers,1 believe it not. For if the lightning comes out of

the east and shines even unto the west, so shall be the coming

of the Son of Man. For after the tribulation of those days 

shall the sun be darkened and the moon not give her light and 
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the stars fall from heaven and the power of heaven shall be

shaken, and then shall appear the sign of the Son of Man in

heaven and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn and

they shall see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven

with power and great glory. And he shall send His angels with

the great sound of a trumpet and they shall gather together

the elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the

other. Verily, I say unto you, this generation shall not pass

till all these things be fulfilled. Heaven and earth shall

pass away, but my words not. Watch, therefore, for ye do not

know the hour your Lord doth come. But know this: if the

good man of the house had known in what watch the thief would

come, he would have watched and not have suffered his house to

be broken up. Therefore be ye also ready for in such an hour

that you think not, the son of Man cometh.

"And when he cometh, then shall he say to them, 'Go ye, 
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blessed of my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you

from the foundation of the world. For I was hungry and ye

gave me meat; I was thirsty and you gave me drink; I was a

stranger and ye took me in; naked,and ye clothed me; I was

sick and ye visited me; I was in prison and you came unto me.

Yea, verily, I say unto you, inasmuch as you have done it unto

one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto

me. And inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the least of

these, ye did not to me.1 And these who did not^hall go away

unto everlasting punishment but the righteous into life

eternal."

And they cheered mightily, as if all who were listening

were guaranteed to be of the party who would go to life

eternal. And in the plaudits of this multitude, so did I also

think that if the hossanahs of many were all that one might 

need to do God's work, then in truth, my tasks were finished, 
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and all of Israel would be given life eternal. To remind a

tfeemv therefore, of tasks ahead, I said, "In two days will be

the feast of the Passover and the Son of Man will be betrayed

and crucified." And as I said it, I felt my words travel far

into

the High

the sky

Priest,

in the palace ofand so did I falso/knowlthat

they aasa. (Consulting how they might take me

by force or by subtlety, and whether now it was meet that they
M.Cf (lUAsCLb. £ji).i ~V^

should feL-l-P-•me, (for other answers therewere not. And m hajj
-QaSee~ e-*4

l^spnkgn-efMHii-s—Peal 111 "Ul'dei Lu -fl igliLen-nty-fvil-l'Uwers

■fete, thought that- nnnn they might bn yi-thnilt me and DO mn.cti



frparab-loo? ]

Let'S -
Thon ctrffle scribes and Pharisees^.to br-ing (unto me a woman 

IakJ?
Temple^and all the''people c®me unto me again and sit about be

in a circle in a large and open courtyard and I t-aught-r-g c ,

taken in adultery and they set her in the midst of all and 

said unto me, "Master, this woman was taken in adultery, in

the very act. Now Moses and the law commanded us that such

should be stoned but what sayest thou?"

And I knew that they said this to find further cause by
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•ffllary Magdalen, second mnrxH-rnj

Whenever the Pharioces accuse him of trafficking with whores]

to lust after her hath committed adultery already in his

heart. If thy right eye offend thee,

right hand offend thee, cut it off, and cast
dm thee: that thy whole body not be cast into hell." '4-'

I knew whereof I spoke. For I had suffered already from

lust, if never by deed, but yet knowingly, through the secret



into my loins.)

‘all the filth of that which is

fornication, and f—sew (how it was the Devil's sport and all 

the odors of the Devil were in the act' and I understood such 

desperation as comes upon witnessing the filth of those who 

fornicate for their own sake and I was one
with John the

Baptist in that instanf"and knew why he had

and fed on no better than locusts. And it was then

dwelt in the desert

.—that the Devil had conquered every place that surrounded the

So did I also understand that in order to oenooive^me, God had

not chosen even a good man like Joseph but had r«pokon.

J
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considering that fornication -wfien ililvlL was the most
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■Xhom-tborofctfo bat ptooped down and with my finger wrote nn—

the ground as though I heard them not for I knew how wise and

far-seeing were their minds at calculating dZertain matters,

and they understood my hatred of fornication, inasmuch as to 

an Essene doth fornication deserve naught but 

furnace of the iron-monger. And of all wisdom I had 

acquired from scripture concerning perils of an uncleani r <*■<( ,

eQ/hat was written of JezmeQ/hat was written of Jezebel and how she warsQthrown down

from the high window of a tower even as it is told in the

Second Book of Kings, and her blood was thereby scattered on

the wall, yea, even on the horses, which in their disturbance

did tread upon her and leave her under foot. And when

the king saw this, he did eat and drink and said, "Go, now!

Bury this cursed woman for she is a king's daughter." But 

they found no more of her than the skull, and the feet, and 



5/20/95 403

the palms of her hands. Wherefore they came and told him and

he said, "This is the word of the Lord^whirh Hu upokb by Ilio .

c-ervant T?lij?h thp Ti <~hbitn—**nyi ng, 'Pngs shall eat the flesh

of Jezebel and the carcass of Jezebel shall be as dung upon 

the face of the field.'" And if such vengeance had been

exacted upon Mfis one evil woman, what tihen would visit the

-poworo of any and all men who had known her? And so /an evil

womanisers a disseminator of much peril. And I did not dare to

look upon this woman whom the Pharisees had brought, but

continued to write with my finger in the sand, and gotor who.

wtCS crouched bocida-me whispered^che book of ProverbsJ "The

lips of a strange woman are honey and her mouth is smoother

than oil, but her latter end is bitter as wormword, sharp as a

two-edged sword, and her ways are unstable^but she knoweth it

not. So do her feet go down to death, these feet that be 

swift in running to mischief."
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And still had I not looked at her. Peter, beside me, now

kept opening and unrolling the scroll that he carried

whereupon he would read, but with great difficulty at night,

for he was near to unlettered and knew of fish better than the

words of scripture, but now, being often close to my thoughts,

he pointed with one of his stout fingers, twice the thickness

of one of mine, to a passage, and whispered, "In the scrolls

does it say: 'Lust not after beauty in thy heart; neither let

her take thee with her eyelids. For on account of a whorish

woman, a man is brought to a piece of bread,'" and when I

nodded so that he x
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■cGrucif iirion

more corrupt and in—ho&

Seeond day,—pj^codos-1 ast one, from Bates,—S-2-3—(Ekiuchiel-)-

Y»K=»rpdnTns more than her

Assyrians, her neighbors, captains and rulers clothed most 

gorgeously, horsemen riding upon horses and desirable young 

men. Then I saw that she was defiled, and that she increased 

her whoredoms, for when she saw men portrayed upon the walls,

the images of the Chaldeans made with vermillion, girded with

girdles upon their loins, she doted upon them. And the

Babylonians came to her, into the bed of love, and they 

defiled her with their whoredom and she was polluted with them

so she discovered her whoredoms, and in nakedness, yet she

multiplied her whoredoms for she doted upon men whose issue is
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might go on, he whispered further: "'An adulterous woman

eateth and wipeth her mouth and sayeth, "I have done no

wickedness._________________ ______

And now, given fortification from these words of

scripture, which were like sinews to my thoughts, I looked up

at the woman taken in adultery and even as I feared, she was

beautiful to look upon, fine of bone and flowing of hair, and

her eyes were painted with much art. Yet there was that in

her which was gentle, even as her mouth was proud and foolish.

And so the furies of that tenaoe wheredn was my hatred of

fornication now cooled in my heart before the soft voices of

another spirit that came into me, even as if it were her angel

seeking for mercy from such as me, and I was offered a vision

of this woman in the depth of sin, buried in the fumes of

(Pc^cp^ J# a>
fornication with a stranger who could have no better wnell
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the Lord/even in her fornications with strangers, even as God 

must be close to all strangers, yes, a and the Son of Man

woman close in her heart to (cyod even as the Devil's hands 

than the smoke that comes /hair as it burns
l. a# &.(/

e close tond so mightwoman, nonetheless a creature of God, 

this

embraced her body. And so when these Pharisees, having been

long silent and as patient as fishermen, now asked me again,

saying, "Moses and the law commanded us that such should be 

stoned. What sayest thou?" (for they were at an end of

patience), I lifted myself up and said unto the circle and

unto my disciples and to the circle outside even of the

scribes and Pharisees, "He that is without sin among you, come

and let him cast the first stone." J- H
T k-e. /c IP

f A tumult of feeling rose up from them, and of such

-intensity(that I knew vertigo and stooped once more and 

continued to write on the ground as if I were at whole command
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[•for Mary Magdfcribefi-j-

sions^of the

hair that grew at the head of her thighs: And yr told myself I

-ft-nrt now—T-~^jnol<e t^ PtTryMagdalen—whose fj rnt nimo

ac the iidiiie uf my mofl-rer,' o di-ct-l’ dltd have

was in the presence of evil angels and feeling them much in my
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of all that would ensue( and found it on In.. Zw^they who had

heard iny words were now pained by their own conscience^ad I

saw them go out one by one, commencing with that one of the

elders who was oldest and so had the most weight to 

support, even to the last who was young and all but innocent.

And I was left alone, for even Peter had left, and the 

woman was standing before me. And not yet did I lift myself

up and gaze into her eyesJ Firrt hT~t'n 1 L_ "I—4~'~i

in the words of the prophet Ezekiel, who had heuid his words’

£&nm_the-meuth of-Gody and I called her therefore, "Aholibah,"

since I did not know her name, "Therefore, Aholibah," I said,

"behold thy sin. For, as it is written: 'I will raise up thy

lovers against thee, all of them desirable young men, captains

and rulers, great lords and renowned, all of them riding upon

horses, and they shall come against thee with chariots and 

wheels, and with an assembly of people, which will set against 
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thee buckler and shield and helmet round about thee and cast

thee out, and I shall set judgment before them and they shall

judge thee according to their judgments, and I will set My

jealousy against thee and they shall deal furiously with thee;

they shall take away thy nose and thy ears and thy remnant

shall fall by the sword and thy residue shall be devoured by

the fire. They shall also strip thee out of thy clothes and

take away thy fair jewels. Thus will I make thy lewdness to

cease immediately and thy whoredoms brought out of the land of

Egypt: so that thou shall not lift up thy eyes and hear them,

nor remember Egypt any more.1"

And th^s harlot whose(were as purple in the evening, said

gently, "I do not wish to lose my nose."

And I said, "Woman, where are thine accusers? Hath no

man accused thee?"

She said, and her voice was now modest, "No man is here
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to accuse me, Lord."

And I said unto her, "Neither do I condemn thee. Go, and

sin no more."

And afterward I learned that her name was Mary Magdalene

for she was from Magdala, which is in Tiberius, a city where

the bones of Jews who had been martyrs now lay under the

foundations of buildings erected by the Romans. And so this

woman Mary Magdalene had lain and committed adultery on earth

that held the bones of martyrs. Yet I did not regret what I

had done although I could not say how I had done it. And the

woman left. Nor did I know that I would see her again, 

although it is written that I did.
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he Queen who had brought death to John the Baptist,

hero- woo the name on the avenue that leads to the great gate

seen in the shape of his nose nor in the lines that

£
of the Temple,/did I

P^Trs-comes earthier orr Lhe second day;----- Before

■there^a man who was blind from birth
______ ch /4g/

none of the cunning of sight a«4- i-fec<jiany joys and pains 
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give wisdom to the mouth. He was innocent of vision and blind

from

what

Qo
Once again did I speak faster 

birth, and one of my disciples even did ask me, "Master, 

the raaan-i n.g^of~my words^ Joy, e

sin did the parents of this man/that he was born blind?"

"This man

is blind that the works of God should be made manifest to him
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And I will work those works, now in the day, for God hath made

me the light of the world, and no man can work when night

cometh."

And I did not know all of what I meant until I had

finished speaking. Then I understood that I was a-tsrr living 0*4

^ztJithin those hours of despair when I awoke in the dark and

recognized that after me might come nothing but the night.

For if I failed, then where was respect for God, and He might

despair of man and of woman since they were as bestial as the

beasts yet had so little of what was noble in beasts and long-

suffering, nor did many who were human have that which was of

grace in beasts and spoke of the Lord's natural presence. So

it was out of despair and not ,#rthe spirit of vanity that I 

repeated, "As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the 

world."

And then I looked upon the eyes of the blind man and
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the entrancete-be co an on either side of his nose, naight but

of his head.in the skull11 caves

spittle andclay of thisAnd so I spat on the ground and made

man with my clay and saidthan anointed the eyes of this blind

to caves which were twin.

there was naught there (with which to work, not/^sightless eye

to him, "Go. Wash in the pool of Siloam," which pool was by

our side, but a hundred steps away. And (groped his way 

therefore, tapping eith his stick, and walked to the pool.

And when he came back, he could see. Even as I could hear him 

speak to his neighbors who now looked at him and said, "Is not

this he that sat and begged?"

To which others replied, "That is he."

But still others said, "No, he is like him, but it is not

he."

To which the man who had been blind now replied, "I am

he. "
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And when they asked how his eyes were opened, I heard him

say, "A man who is called Jesus made clay and anointed mine

eyes, and he said unto me, 'Go to the pool of Siloam and

wash,' and having done as he said, have I received sight."

Then they said, "Where is this Jesus?"

And the man said, "I know not."

In that day at the Temple, the Pharisees also asked him

how he had received his sight, and he said the same, and some

of the Pharisees were quick to say, "This man Jesus is not of

God because he keepeth not the Sabbath day."

And others argued, "How can a man who is a sinner do such

miracles when there was not even the ghel.1 (nf bl/nd eyes to

receive sight but only a void on either side of his nose?"

So there was division among them. And they asked the 

blind man, "What sayest thou?"

And he replied, "The man is a prophet.
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And there were Pharisees of much reason and logic who

would not believe that this man had been blind from birth

until they spoke to the parents. To which his parents were in

confusion, and could only say, "We know that this is our son

and he was born blind, but by what means he now sees we know 

not, or who hath opened his eyes, we know not."

And then could I understand that they were of so little

courage that God might indeed have punished them with a blind

son, for now they said, "Our son is of age. Ask him. He

shall speak for himself." And only said these words because

they feared the Pharisees. Because they must have heard that 

if any man should confess that he was the Messiah, then should
(<=£-S y

he be put out of the synagogue High priests would

be the first^to know when the Christ was come. So the parents

only said, "Ask him."

Again they called the man who had been blind and said to 
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him: "Give God the praise, for the man who laid clay upon

your eyes is a sinner."

But the man replied: "Whether he be a sinner, I know

not. But I was blind and now I see."

"How then," asked the Pharisees, "how then did he open

thy eyes?"

And he answered, "I told you and ye did not hear.

Wherefore would ye hear it again?" And his voice was like

mine. "Will ye also be his disciples if you believe?"

^n opening thi m?nig oy?c—h?.d I ?i°a given to him snmp—

the -anger nf the LoistW The Pharisees reviled him for such

a remark and said, "You may be his disciple, but we are

followers of Moses. God spoke, we know, unto Moses, but

we not know from whence this Jesus is."

Yet this man was bolder in each moment that he saw the 

world and the walls of the Temple, and I felt blest to have
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given such a wnrHm-Jiiiiil fellow the return of his sight. "A

marvelous thing," did he say now, "that ye know not from

whence this Jesus is and yet he has opened my eyes. Sud d<->co

unt-henr ninnp.rs but, only those that Hn Hie 1 1——and since ’

the—world- began was iL evtfr heard that a man could open the

—eyes ofbue that ic born bla-ndt- If this man were not of God,

-te? could^do Mpthiny. ">•

They cast him out. They beat upon him with their fists

and said, "Thou wast born in sin a.l-togethgr, and now races) thou,
> ( J

teach?"

So did I have him brought unto me and he said, "Lord, I

believe." And he fell at my feet and I said, "I am come into

this world that those who do not see might see, and they who

would claim to see may be made blind." And in me was an anger

larger than any I had known before, even upon the tables of 

the moneylenders, and such anger was not in my hands nor in my
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feet nor even in my voice, but an anger that stole into whatan anger that

:he

the Pharisees who had overheard me say these words, now asked,

"Am I not blind?" and said it with much mockery, I replied,

"If you were blind, you would have no sin( Sit since you see,

therefore does your sin remain."

And yet had I said too muct^to-J—f-eit (the recoil of the

Holy Spirit in me as if my pride were now too large and too

wrath. And although I could not maket'my voice Zlnore gentle

am the good shepherd. I lay down my life for the_£"I am the good shepherd. I lay down my life for the

sheep."

Whereupon several of the Pharisees said, "He hath a devil

and is mad." And others argued, "Can a devil open the eyes of

he who is born blind?"

And so they disputed, and there was much dispute.
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Jerusalem—Temple 

"Beware of speaking with less

necessary for with every idle word

of one's heart than is
\

that men shall speak, so

shall they give account thereof on their day of judgment. For

by their words must they be justified, and by their words 

shall they be condemned.
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\ Then certain of the scribes and the Pharisees said,

"Master, we would see a sign from thee."

But Ixs.aid: "An evil and adulterous generation will seek

after a sign, butxno sign shall be given to it, except it be

the sign of the prophet Jonah, who was three days and three

nights in the whale's belly. So shall the Son of Man be three

days and three nights in the heart of the earth."

Even as I said such words, a sound full of fear of great

tribulations to come arose in the throats of my disciples, yet

yet I knew not why I said it, except that the words were on my

tongue. Only after all had heard them did I wondered whether

I spoke of a dungeon or of a tomb. /
_____ ” /
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the tablessome who would say that thou didst well to overturn

realof

willing totribute to God not enough who areamong us are

give such rebuke to tlrsfrr greed. So, I would speak to you.

the moneylenders^ IfSr in such an act did you give

"Many of us who are Pharisees and. (even among the Sadducees are 

-of his cheeks, c^me/beside me and asked if we might have 

converse. And, by way of presenting himself, he even said, 

&rt4 • >__ _-______________ _ _s I walked away/an old Pharisee with a kind face,

and many lines of wisdom in the twist of his J*ody and the bend

And he said that he wished me to understand a matter that he 

had not compehended when of my age. And being of a desire to

calm myself, I gave assent.

"In those days," he said, "I worshipped God,

the spirit of your words, for God is generous and I understood

that He created us to be much like Him, and indeed, so much as

we Zin His image that- there one gate in the mind^tv^T .
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He7 that prevents us from believing that we are as

And since there was much of decency in this elder, I
J

said, "Even if a man believes that he is like God, and in his b
i|

image, no miracles are in his hand."
>1
>1

"You are right," he said. "There is wisdom in what you , 

propose. Yet what of a man who has such miracles in his hand? f
i

Is he i^s ^iti_ mid elevated 'as he__bin-li<?veo'? Or can he be 

in giving sight to a blind man m order to delude

thee further, noble JesusT1 increase the delusions you

deluded by the Devil who oan uoe |fiis power twen to do good

bring to Jews."

"What you say," I told him, "is so subtle that you could

be of the Serpent rather than myself."

And he sighed and said, "I know you are of noble heart.



4245/20/95

when you speak to others and even to-fhar-iooQg of being the

will ye doji

iiiuiit .him.-’

Should he hear such a word from your mouth, the sacrilege

believe me, but I wish you well, and so would I caution that

it not to the High Priest, Caiphas

a
son of God, I iaytharm/not: come to thee* but.

would be ae-bottomLagg-, ( But if he hears it not from your

4^
It ^eajilu BUfc in your eyes. So I would warn you. Ye need

mouth, and



(■niiKsir ml .7prayer & piety—OK

"When thou prayest,rclo not be as the hypocrites: For

they love to pray standing in the synagogues and in the 

corners of the streets, that they may be seen of men. Rather, 

enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray 

to thy Father in secret; and thy Father shall reward thee 

openly. And do not use vain repetition as/£he heathen cte- for
J

such repetition kills the soul. Be ye not guilty, therefore,

of excessive prayer; your Father knows what ye have need of,

yea, and even before ye ask him."
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perplexity, the sea and the waves roaring, men's hearts

failing them for fear and for looking after those things which 

are coming on the earth. But the powers of heaven shall be

shaken and then shall they see the Son of Man coming in a

cloud with power and great glory. And when these things begin

to come to pass, lift up your heads for your redemption



"When Christ cometh, will he do more miracles than this

And one of the priests said, "Will ye go i-n-te—the-..

"••d-i-sper-sed among the gentiles and teach the!^gent-i=les£?= What

manner of saying is this, that we shall not find you?"

J\nd-teb-ea,-some evon(said, "Of a truth, this is the 

prophet^ this is the Christ.

Galilee? /Has not the scripture said that the Messiah shall 

Arrd 4ine of the priests said, "Shall Christ come out of

come out of the—seat—o-f- .Da.vid..-.and:zt>u-te--e-f the town of Bethlehem 

where David was?"

But i-t w^s then ■tehat another said ■*i±e> (is of Bethlehem.

And-born thnr&. For wherewith is a man's nature if it not be
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in the land where he was born?"

But the priest said, "Art not thou also of Galilee?

tfess-i-ah st 4

ariseth no propliuL.|i" And he nodded his head wisely. He knew.

He knew naught of God but could tell you to a certainty where

it was and where it was not that the Messiah could arise.
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Luke, p. 984 Luke 11: 47-50 in the Temple, second day?
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’and apostles and s-ome- of

~UQtj»l the blood of all the prophets which was shed from the

Sr
allowed ~th,e~ deeds eif’ your fathers tor thoy killed the

. st l.i L.. •* n If ~___r________________

tod—sent yra prephotc

foundations of the world toy be required of this generation,

^rrrtyFnJTBitpmntoA, "All the bloodaiof all the

prophets which was shed from the foundation of the world may
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dSaition«--'fi»ri_.l ur >^uuncr~Bay-*»

wennected to Tluke~n~T~i1 7 jIi

"From the blood of Abel to the blood of Zacharias which

perished between the altar and the table, verily I say unto

you it shall be required of this generation. Woo unto yoe-p7

entarnd-not—in yourcelvcn,—ye~hindored-r

fathers' hands were stained with the blood of the

k-'v -- • —----- /-- =~---------------T>4*ad a vision wh 1 ch. botwHd /the fetters/of these.
A Ivi

ywycrr;—fur ye"have" taken away—the key of knowledge;—y-o ■,

prophets, even from Abel to Zacharias, and none of

^-whu spoke—tr® me now were resdy to bear witness to the blood 

shed by their fathers,rather wouJ^l^ccupy Themselves"tvith 

building sepulchers for the prophets. All the blood of all

the prophets from the foundation of the worlcy and now rt wlH. i
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end u£ beuond—day in~~the~

record is true? It is written in our law that only by the

% %%%»% % % % % % % '°o-% % % % % % % °t % % % % °e °a %

testimony of two men, when it accords, is truth verified."

And I replied, "I am one. of-fchosc wfro bearX* witness of

myself. And my Father, who sent me to you, also bears witness

for me."

Whereupon tte^i said, "Where is thy Father?"

I answered, "Neither do you know me nor my Father. For

if you know me, you would know my Father also."



And immediately the man was made whole and he ro

is litter and he walked.

and the Jews who sawAnd on the same day was the Sabb,

him enter the Temple said, is the

lawful for thee to ca-fry thy litter."

Then they knew I had said thi s v and—some—upbraided—me** 1
(ib. t*

working on the Sabbath j«/~i nd I sa i d~~Eb~)them» f l~ know you,-----  

unto mgr 'Take it up and walk.

and y/m do not the love of God you> I am come in my

Sabbath day. It is not

And he arfswered, "He that made me 

5/20/9

whole, the same said

Father's name and you receive me not. Ito,1 can ye- believe" and- 

spp.k. not—the honor—riial iiihtpIIi Prom Ged__nn~ly? Do you not 

think I will accuse you to the Father?"

I said this with intent

but then my rage was larger even 

that my voice should

than my intent fcu~ I

ring,

wished

to smite the piety of these Jews who were sharp of practice
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and narrow of mind and had none of the good spirit of/other

Jews who tend the flocks and build the houses in Nazareth nor

the honest courage, no matter what faults, of those who had

joined me as disciples.

And I said more. I said, "As the Father hath life in

Himself, so hath he given to the Son to have life, and hath

given him authority to execute judgment. Marvel not at this,

for the hour is coming when all that are in the grave shall

hear His voice and shall come forth, they who have done good

unto the resurrection of life and they that have done evil

unto the resurrection of damnation. And my judgment is just
,, £ //

unto all thy ancestors." c

And by that speech did I arouse a greater rage than any

on the first day,* aeA it burned

they had a belief that would be balm to all cankers in their 

tornsoul pxm £11 that was torn juid tugged uport in them from all
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inner division between their piety and their gtaed. for Mammon,

byoffered to

ancestors before they

that their ancestors

iat they lived in\fche protection

them from God. And

/Ancestors. They believed in their

believed in God, <rinec they were/certain

judgment on many ancient efore I even came to

here was I, uprooting the graves of these ancestors

eeds

the sins of the sons.

Aftsl I knew they would disbelieve me 

their souls at the knowledge

their rage. They wmld not compi-ehonrl Tfh^.rc^f I =-ppkp for

double

done for their

revealed of all they had not done for God and all they had not

made hopeless for them to listen. And so they felt 

righteous fer closing their ears and believed they wprp not

listening in order to give no audience to the Devil. And I 
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could have wept.

The tears stood forth in my eyes now like sentinels on

guard^£«^ I knew that the most powerful of the Jews among my

own people saw me as the Devil. And I could not believe how

much pain (there in knowing that I was repugnant to the

leaders of my people, truly repugnant, yea, even as the swine

of Gadarene had been repugnant to me.
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%%%% -no % P6 % % % °d °U u-

Tgmpl-

how I answered■And if thay

in the room w&s-fred to my eyes, and indeed their souls were,

hay had inlaid of ~iny umes on-the Sabbath,—and-

oward such rage as they felt did I offer naught faj ameliorate

laid hands on me. ^ety^heir rage waa^ip' gmajs that all light

Limn Thye. -Fo^ I could nuL Halidin my tongue^ 

•fee??—^^e—shall- know the truth^&ncU ftaly^tho- truth shall maker

Second Day'"*'

*-burnin

'■■■you fietT"1^ If these were Pharisees and clean of robe,—and-^

wel 1 -barhaxg-d., their robes gleamed with the whiteness of its 

cotton and their hands were clean, full were they of 

pride, and pride

invisible towers

of the most subtle construction, as if

had risen in their heartsjfand they answered 

mej "We are of the seed of Abraham and were never in bondage 
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to any man. How sayeth thou, 'Ye shall be made free'?"

And I answered them'. -Fog—if the truth shall ma~ke you

•free-;—then T mn.<r,t show,—by - example-;—wherein was to be found

M
~T*r^.th. "T say nntn yp^n-u—j—told—them,—"tha-t whosoever

committeth a sin is the servant of sin. I^-teew-d^ratTye are

Abraham's seed yet ye seek to\kiW» (me, a man who hath come to

tell you the truth, as I have heard it from God."

They answered, "We, too, have one father and He is also

God. "

To which I said, "If God were your father, you would love

my&eifh Why do you not understand my speech? It is because

you cannot hear my word. You are of your father, the Devil,

and it is the lusts of your father that ye will do. ,IIo was a

murderer—froin the beginning and~nabodo not in the truth; because

£berc -rs hot truth in the Devil and he is without-
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•Wherefore you hear me not because you are not of God."

"Now do£gom the burning of•wltniirtlui i*wqpi

■jlbraham

t~taste of dea- Are^-yww greater than our father Abraham, and

we know," they said, "that thou hast/a devil.

iron melt1and lose its former chape? Never had I seen

^daad-,—yet thou cayoot >If-a man keep m

Pharisees so provoked. Their eyes we»e (as red as the light

fring-;—he shall ncvor-

whose heat would

more honored by God than he?"

I said, "My honor is as nothing. It is my Father who

honors me^aRd- Ho ic your God.—-fe-havo not known Ilim-,—but I

— know-Him.. And I say to you that your father Abraham rejoices

to see my day. He sees it and is glad."

did these Pharisees say to me, "Thou art notThen

fifty years 0'14,. and thou hast seen Abraham?"
r

And I replied, "Before Abraham was, I am."
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And they took up stones to cast at me, and such anger was 

in their resolve that I knew I could not pass among them as I 

had pof-ero.—It -waa-tru^ in the hours yesterday, -tehat some

fchpm had been ready to hurl a stone, yet had not. ■Sssd I had 

passed through the. midst u£ L1il.hi and gone by. I

could not. One, and then another, would be bold enough to



4^
Insert%

a second-evening,—the apikenard

n this second

withso there came a woma: an alabaster box of

spikenard.' very precious ointment, and she broke thewas such

box and laved it into my hair.

disciples whoAnd there were some feltamong my

this ointment?

Why was it not sold, and for more than three hundred pence

and all given to the

him with much disfavor, causing JudasAnd I looked at

anoint my feet ~aq jfolJ. with the remains of the spikenard, and?

£
ft

$

unease. But then this woman, and her name also was Mary, -d-rd—

wiped my feet with her hair. Awl Hip Iwmn fillPd with

at-"bcrb4-e—at meat in the house of Simon D

indignation and said, "Why such great waste of

CL'plmrf
poor." It was Judas who -eurd this.

UK?!-*’ ?

evening



And in such a moment did I realize that abasement is

indeed next to godliness for I saw such beatitude in her eyes

and knew such happiness in my loins. 
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the odor of ointment.

gain., Judas sa-id, "Why was iwfe this pomade sold forA
three hundred pence?" [-from Johrp,—p-;—103 4-]----- .

And when others also murmured against the woman, I said,

"Why trouble ye her? She hath wrought a good work on me."

And being wroth again with Judas, I said more: "Ye have the

poor with you always," I said, "and whensoever you will, you

may do them good. But me, you have not always."

But then was I also wroth with myself. For the ceremony

bestowed upon me by this woman and the love that came into me

from her hands had given me great happiness; at this instant I

did not, in truth, feel like a friend of the poor but was

living in short breath and fear of my own death, and how it

$e>
jight h^-TRnd must be oncoming* and sn was prepared tn brood

upon the Egyptians who prepare a body for its death. jSs^I -t&f

perfumed substance in the spikenard gave filling to the 
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loneliness in my belly and so inspired greed on this night of) . Jf'

0Jorebedimg^- very well then did I

again how inasmuch asmuch of myself belong to the Devil

the leftI was now

corner of camel to

pass through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter 

the kingdom of heaven, yet from the night -of my -tongue had

the Lord

to all who

were to the left of or to the right, and on this thoughtme

was I provided with image of great temples and beautifulan

edifices erected to me

Iand u erstood thej need for lavish display, which, to them,

issued sentiments no better than a malediction: "Ye have the

poor with you always." Or, was it at the behest of

speaking with a forked tongue. If, from

my mouth o«u4-d rS^ay £t was easier for a

and so no longer knew ^hether "GocTTman,

how the rich feel,

was as worthy as blood.

that I might reach out

cause tor me to woncte

or Devil spoke in my heart and made it of such complication.



just said, did I alao know that I wanted to be all things

to all men for it was meet that each should take from me a

Yet ns I notffree of the worm of inner derision

separate wisdom! onnsi /many roads lead to the Lord.

was

the Devil had alsothere to tickle, my ear with a though-t-

__
-eTitered.into what I said^awd^ through me, could ^uggest that it

was gad4y(To enrich oneself.
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q_X.And I noticed that Judas had left our presence and tod-

gone away into the night, that same night where many were

wandering on the road between Bethany and Jerusalem and

spoke of changes to come.
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Mark, p. 922—third momj-gig 

the fgust uf the Pas^u«'CT

mo that

ow they might take me by

leavened bread, any I knew from what- other

Miinr nn. t~hp third

the chief priests

craft and put me to death. But then .T a 1s('that
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and my eyes ached from all I had seen and my ears from what

was heard; unholy spirits congregated in my chest* aiy» I—^usw

-iTErgo foar^—wished to quit the city of Jerusalem.

Multitudes, I knew, would be waiting to accompany me to the

Temple for teaching, even as had been-dPye on the first day

now I could not stir and was not

counsel with myself whether will to leave

Sea of Galilee again,"’oineie hereJerusalem and preach on the

■in Jeruoalojn was but an abundance of sinners who were never so

nigh andf took

and on the second day. But

city until night was

it mightf be in God's
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strong as in
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their resistance to those who would—arsk/them in no more.

I could not rise from my bed a«d God's voice was not in

my ear. By afternoon, my disciples gathered about me and

said, "’’’Sst (is the first day of unleavened bread, >*trd tonight

they will kill the paschal lamb. ^fnere wilt thou that we

go and prepare that thou mayest eat on the Passover?"

And I thought to send them out like spies »untO' a foreign
J

land, for at last I heard the words of Gndz'rm this day as they

name into my thoughts and reached my tongue and X said, "Go 

forth, ye two." And if two I had chosen, it was only by

looking at their feet, so I cannot say their names2 "Go forth,

ye two, into the city," I said, "and there shall you meet a

man bearing a pitcher of water. Follow him unto wheresoever

he shall go in by a gate. And say ye to the good man of the 

house, 'My Master sayeth, "Where is the guest chamber? I
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shall eat the Passover here with my disciples."' And the good

man will show you a large upper room, furnished and prepared.

There make ready for us."

And all this I saw with -ttee clarity of vision God

ision through tfcehad given/me. But since I had also had(a

night of much that would happen on this third day, I hoped

that what I saw now in my mind would not be fulfilledf a4*d(jny

two disciples would meet no man bearing a pitcher, or that the

good man at the gate would refuse us his house.

But no, they went into the city and

said, afid they^tiaae ready the Passover.

found all as I had

And in the evening in

the dark, when it was safe to travel, I came to that house

with my twelve, and we sat, and we ate.

And I was silent tfjntil I took bread and blessed it and

broke it and gave a piece to each of tehejj^-trnd^aid, "Eat of

me, for this is my body." And every word I uttered on this
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king's jeweler would choose for a crown of coronation.

in itsso did I also know that At/was true and most solemn

back into

the soil whereon grain will come forth* <md since I was the

in the grain.

Then I took the cup and gave thanks to the Lord, and gave

to them to drink and my blood of

the new testament which is shed for you and for many, yea,

and in my foreboding, knew that my blood was like unto the 

so was exaltation

crown of my head,

tasting of the sorrow of fcfeenye grapes that had made^this wine7 

and I told them, "Verily, I will drink no 

Thereby, in momentfl said, "Eat of me, this is my body,"

night, must, I knew, be cut to the exactitude of a gem that /a 

spirit that comes to us from fruits and grapes. Whereupon 

said of the wine, "This is

Son of God, so would

more of the fruit of the vine until that day that I drink it 
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pouring forth from me into the Sea of God

in the Kingdom of God," and/had a vision of my own blood
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Insert

prophet give of his flesh to eat?"

And I said: "Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of Man,

and drink his blood, ye have no life. Whoso eateth my flesh

and drinketh my blood hath eternal life and I will raise him

up on the last day. S««?-my flesh is-meat-;—My bl nod i s drink

He that eateth my flesh and drinketh my blood dwelleth in me
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K
and I in him. A'S 'the living lather hath sent me,—so do I liv^

by. the Father. and so he who will. ent nf top,—even shal-1—he-- -,

Live by me, and live forever."

A«d I felb thus inspired again by my Katner that 1 knew-

my—own people-need only drink my blood a-nd sup un-my flesh and—3

they world pnrtnke nf rtnd-by wqy <>T niy Father—wiTU was in me~7--- ’

Yet did I also hear muttering among my disciples and ieae.

_5*cs>Lz t 1 y

—mrhis-(^s a hard saying. Who can hear it?"

/ rb’sHjich I replied, "Does this offend you?" '

/ "Lord," said Pete?7—iwStthe words of eternal life.
/we axe^jiertajjk-^^tt^tho^art^ ° |

tTie^Living God k---------------- —————

And I answered them, "Have I not chosen you? Are you not

my twelve?" It was in my tongue, but I resisted to say next,

"Have not I chosen you, and from your twelve, is not one a

devil?" And that I knew with as much certainty as I would
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watch a fly loosing its poisons into my soup even as it swam

in the circle of its death, yea, and with such certainty I

knew that this must be so.
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since all fluid was of water and had only to leave its p-uyt//

container to embark on a journey that would not rest until was 

found another bowlfsmall or vast in which to meditate. And I 

could see my own blood pouring forth from me 

last into the Sea of God.*I Ana-in great sorrow—niu.l horr

cause for the sorrow I tasted in the wine—did I say: "One of

you which eateth with me shall betray me. And woe to him.

Good it were for that man if he had never been born."

And to whom I was speaking I did not know, yet I did

know, and he was close to me, as close as my own sins and my

own fatigue before my great obedience to God. And I felt 

sorrow for all who would suffer, but ^iost for this man who

would betray me inasmuch as his suffering would be more than

mine. And thinking such thoughts, I grew stronger, and was

pleased to live in the benefice of such compassion and uttered 

a prayer to myself: "Under the burdens carried by the Father, 
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let the Son grow large in his compassion." And again was I

stronger.

And I arose from supper and laid aside my garments and

took a towel and girded myself about, after which did I pour

water into a basin and^begdta to wash the feet of each

disciple, and to wipe them with the towel wherewith each was

girded.

And when I came to Peter, he said unto me, "Lord, dost

thou wash my feet?"

And I said unto him, "What I do, thou understandeth not

now, but shalt know hereafter."

And Peter said to me, "Thou shalt never wash my feet."

Then I replied, "If so, then thou hast no part with me,"

and added, (for I was still thinking of him who would betray

me), "Ye are not all clean."

But it had given me great composure to wash their feet,
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and some were remarkably clean before I touched them, and

others stank of the alleys of Jerusalem; still, I knew whose

feet were brave and which were ready to flee. But when I was

done, I told them, "If I have washed your feet, ye ought also

to wash one another's feet. Do as I have done to you."

But I was still troubled in spirit and said again^

"Verily, |t~cay unto -you-;one of you shall betray me."

And indeed, I could not hold back such words.

And now the disciples truly looked upon one another and

in great uneasiness, and some by their perplexity seemed

innocent to my eye and Simon Peter even asked, "Lord, who is

it?"

And I replied, "He it is to whom I shall give a sop when

I have dipped it."

And dipping my bread in the wine, I gave that sop to

Judas Iscariot, and my hand led my eye and whatever of me was 



5/20/95 451

still like Satan did enter into him^And our souls stood

forth in our eyes’-and ^ndeed, did much of the Devil leave me

for him, T9ince*^he lights in Judas' dark eyes grew bright and

»I knew he was now of a purpose whose end I saw, and yet would
< U ux.5 J A &X'UA^ & ^MSo;

I still expect it notT^Thereby, even as I was the Son of God,

and yet no more than a man, so could I now understand how men

could have faith and yet be faithless, coulc praise God and

worship Mammon. And so I said to Judas, "What thou doest, do '^d^or,

quickly. "'"'^Whereupon, no man at the table knew” with what ' Z

intent I spoke thus to him, and could have thought I had sent
X CCJf

him on a mission understood between us^since I clasped him by

the shoulder. And indeed he went out and immediately. And it

■e/as was dark on this night.

^srd I was as moved as if I had stepped from my body into

t-ho ovenLs uf a •ilibdlil,—and iL was-like unto that night/ when I 

-had beeri sw-imming in the Sea of Galilee and /my body was lifted 
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above me.

And I said, "A new commandment I give unto all of you£

^pve one another as I have loved you. By this shall all men

know that you are my disciples. For now soon I go, and

whither I go you cannot come."

And Peter said unto me, "Lord, whither goest thou?"

And I answered, "Thou canst not follow me now, but

afterward shalt thou follow me."

Peter said, "Lord, let me follow thee now. I will lay

down my life for thy sake."

And I answered, "The cock shall not crow till thou hast

denied me thrice." And wherefrom I said it, I did not know,

yet wotrfcd I grieve as if I did know\

And he said, "Lord, I am ready to go with thee into

prison and into death^ " believed it. ^4 was strong 

where he stood. Yet I felt the vertigo of his spirit and 
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in that moment Peter displeased me^ 6er"”^here was that in his

countenance which was smug and gross, even as s*e the best of

C.ct u-)
warriors whon tttey grow fond of themselves and fat. And so I

said unto him, 'Vvi Ily-—I oay unto thco-p. jshis day even in this

night, before the cock crow once, thou shalt deny me thrice."

But he spoke the more vehemently: "If I should die with

thee, I will not deny thee in any wise." And likewise so said

they all.
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2 __ _ x. Q.W, 9-9-9-9-9'9-9-9'9-2'9'2-9-9'9-9'9'9'9'9'$-'9'9'5'5'$-5'5'5' S-S-5'^'5'9'5'5'5'5'
UlbcLL'o'o'o'o'o'o'o'o'o'o'oio'o'o'o'o'o'o'o'o'o'o'o'o'o'o'o'o'o'o'o'o'o'o'oo "o OOOOOOOOOOOOOO

[TJuIl ^iWuiuw wliete Lu put these-wLaot Oupper]—

"Why dost thou behold the mote that is in thy brother's

eye, but think not of the beam that is in thy own eye? -Thou

hypee^fa-, IffTrst cast ouy the beam from thine own eye; and

then shalt thou see clearly to cast out the mote of thy

brother's eye." \

And I knew as I spoke my discipleslthat kfee^would

‘ritever 'treuome much more" Lhiii —jriil su would- never desire to

give up judgment on others. For\in so doing, would their

pride in themselves be less, and such pride was of more value 

to them than the love of God.
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I said in reply, and it was to mock them: "Are there JW

swords among us?"

And when there was no reply, I said, "He that hath no

sword, let him sell his garment and buy one."

But then they said, "Lord, behold, here are two swords,"

and two of them did reveal that they had swords, whereupon

Peter took one.

And I said unto them, "It is enough," even if I knew that

two oueids Would bevel' be erreugfai—and wao-dgte twelve legions of

angels I might- n-oed? But then I was sore with the uneasiness

that is nigh unto death, and gloom supported the depth of my 

breath.

Yet was gloom like a garment that I must put aside, and

with effort and new breath in my heart did I respond when the 

apostle Thomas said: "Lord, we know whither thou goeth, yet 
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how can we know the way?"

And I said, "I am the way, the truth and the life. No

man cometh

And

the Father is inbelieve that I am the Father andthou not

say unto you, Philip, believe in me and the worksVerily I

do shall you do also.

0I said, Have I been so long with

to the Father except by me."

Whereupon Phillip said, "Lord, show us the Father."

you and yet dost

And I knew as never before that they must believe that I 

was in my Father and He in me, or they would have no power to

do works. And none others would they bring to us. Yet I

could not leave them comfortless. So I told them: "The Holy

Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you

all things and bring all things to your remembrance,

whatsoever I have said unto you. Recall thyselves always to 

my commandment, that ye love one another as I have loved you.



,=a3he==ias£==SuppeF===^

pEepa-Ea.-nq=to--jffena:-ou'tr=;hTs- aiseiples-:^

J'Bfr.old, I sena you rorcii as sheep in the midst of

wolves. Be ye therefore wise as serpents and harmless as

doves. But beware of men for they will deliver you up to the

councils and they will scourge you in their synagogues and you

shall be brought before governors and kings for my sake for a 

testimony against them and the gentiles. But when they 

deliver you up, take no thought what or where you shall speak,

for it will be given you in that same hour what ye shall

speak. For it is not ye that speak but the Spirit of your

Father which speaketh in you. JL

Jgid. thesen were words to bring fear to all but the best

A- -fo
few

e.^
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seek for

saw, was the achievement of the meek—to be braver

faith within their fai€Tf>£by climbing ever upward

whrch-i greater

than others

on their ascent up the palisades of faith.
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^Lie Last Supper ■>

*7'^*5*And I added, "Whatsoever ye have spoken in darkness shall

be heard in the light and that which ye have spoken in the ear

in closets shall be proclaimed from the housetops. And I say

it to you, my friends, be not afraid of them that kill the

body; fear, rather, Him who after He hath killed hath power to

cast into hell. Yea, I say unto you, fear Him."

And if I had had a sword in my hand, I could not have

-separated thoir heads^more from all previous thought^* cince -

now they knew that fear which is true/ fws it is the fear

which comes from beholding the Lord, -s-tiroe ta^>w they saw that

death was not the end but the beginning of joys or torments,

yea, even of tortures surpassing all tdiey Irad known before.

And what would it be for them in death—would it be joy or
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torment? This wuuld«_j:- accomplich: no longer would they avoid

thoughts of death .a«^-(€he judgment tha U~tollbws upon death.
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of my absence, so could they receive the import of what I

would teach. And y@t7_-.L09 (I also believed that I would be 

foreboding did my heart live,^that I also knew how all I said

esson. Yet, Ltf suchwith them tomorrow.

was true, except the last, for when I said, "Love one another 

as I have loved you," I had much to ponder inasmuch as my love

had been impure and not always present. Andjito^to tell them

what was true and must be true, I added, "Greater love hath no

man than this, that he lay down his life for his friend.

Wherefore do I command ye these things, that ye love one

another. For you know that the world has hated me and soon it 

will hate you. If ye were of the world, the world would love
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you as its own. But because you are not of the world, so I 

have chosen you, cSat the world, therefore, hateth you.

I looked at them and some were ugly and some were 

misshapen of body; some were misshapen of nose; and the hands

of some were thick and broken, the legs of others were

crooked, ^tait they were not only my disciples but my friends

and I would love them. "They have persecuted me," I said to

them. "They will also persecute you. And all these things 

will they do unto you for my name's sake, for if I had not

come and spoken unto them, then they had not /fsinned'.But now

have no cloak for their evil deeds."they
tux u>t

dividing and fo

And it was then I heardf"much as if groat mountains were

•and “tL^was immense. For if the Pharisees would be without a

■pon^EHenTseTves^fEhe rage of the Devil

"11 of sin was his

cloak for their sins, then so was the Devil pruned of his

styrength and Lacerated in his pride -Gineej
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harvest. If there had been a war between the Lord and the

Devil, so had it taken place in the Temple where people^

"fery|'~cihod for Mammnm pvpn a-r. they foil -to thnir knees before my-

and Satan/

rrr—knejas_ for the Devil. _ So_were

God and Satan

sunder

God's lieutenant even before I was His SonT For so had the

Lord conceived me in His heart.

"These things have I spoken unto you," I said to my

people, "and they shall put you out of the synagogues. Yes,

the time shall come when whosoever killeth you will think that

he doeth God service and then such will be the truth for every

war that follows and all wars shall be waged in God's name to

the profit of the Devil.

"In a little while," I said to them, "and ye shall not 

see me: and again a little while and ye shall see me. Because
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I go to the Father."

terrible sorrow in its midst aacatiso I might not see them 

and I knew that if my loyalty was to God, my love was 

And I was weeping with joy which was possessed of

for man.

•my~d±sci~p~l~e ,s=;s;ayi?ng—cHiiong=»

themselves, "What is this, 'A little while and ye shall not 

^eeec=me='=?^-Wha:t-is--this that -he -sayeth?1^

And I spoke across to them to say, "Ye shall weep and

lament, yet your sorrow shall be turned into joy."

Then if it were my desire that this be true, and, for all

of eternity, true, still I knew also that my Father's heart

was heavier than my own in this hour and I did not dare to

wonder whether I had failed in the o^sea-ter^papt^f my mission.

But I lifted up my eyes to heaven and prayed, "Now, 0 Father, 

glorify me with thine own self, with the glory which I had 
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with Thee before the world was." And never had I presumed to

say as much to my Father, but it gave me great hope against

trials to come, that He had been with me from the beginning,

yea, even before the beginning. "If, Father," I said, "I am

to be no more in the world, yet these my men are in the world

and I have given them Thy word and the world will hate them

soon even more because they are not of the world, even as I am

not of the world, I pray that Thou shouldst take them out of

the world and into Yourself, and that Thou keep them from the

evil of others. As Thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee,

may they also be one in Us that the world may believe that

Thou hast sent me. And the glory which Thou gavest me I have

given them that they may be one even as We are one, I in them

and Thou in me. And that the world may know that Thou hast

sent me and Thou hast loved them, as Thou hast loved me."

And I could feel the love of God, and such love was like 
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an animal of heavenly beauty whose eyes glowed in my heart.

Yet no better did I now know whether my foreboding was

equal to death itself or was I living in the shadows of my

dreamt^o that even as my preachments were with echo in the

chamber where we sat at supper, so did I wonder: Can I truly

save the world? Or are my words no more than the moisture of 

my breath, fst tis it the praise of men that I love more than

the praise of God? And thinking such, knew that I must go

And my sense of foreboding grew apace and my legs were

heavy and my chest was a furnace.

And when we came to a place named Gethsemane, I said to

my disciples, "Sit ye here while I shall pray."

And with me, for I chose them, came Peter and James and
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John. And then I was in amazement, and sore amazed, as I

began to climb the small hill to the garden of Gethsemane

which I knew for its beauty passing through it on the day

before. But now my limbs were ta^en heavier. So I said to

Peter and to James and John, "My soul is exceedingly

sorrowful, even unto death." For indeed I could protect them

no longer from my fear.

"Sit ye here," I said, "and watch while I go and pray

yonder." And why I did not know, but I also said, "Pray that

ye enter not into temptation,"

And then I went forward a little and could support my

weight no longer and fell to the ground like a djjg whose pores

are heavy with water, and as I lay there Xprayj^that this

hour might pass from me and I might live again in less

great and immediate terror of my death. My sweat was on my 

brow like unto great drops of blood falling to the ground and 
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again I wished for this hour of desolation to pass. So I

said, "Father, all things are possible unto Thee. Take away

this cup from me."

And then as if I knew V7ha±--^a-s--bottomTess--in the abyss of

that pit which is bottomless, so did I feel the hand of an

angel reaching to me in succor and I said to my Father,

"Nevertheless, not what I will, but what Thou wilt." And felt
up. L***t%i

^enough return^f my limbs tp^ra-ses (]

Yet when I came back to my disciples, they were sleeping.

And finding them so, I said: "Peter, couldst thou not watch

7one hour’ said - avoid temptation? The spirit may be ready but

the flesh is weak."

And I also knew that if my disciples had been loyal

enough to overcome fatigue and keep a good watch, then might

my foreboding be smaller. Whereas they had slept, and by such 

understanding were thereby selfish and could hardly save me.
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And so I knew that Peter was full of terror and now absent of

d^ouch stolidity would sleep and

of fear* girjga sleep,avoid his duties only if ill and full

hour of cowardice.strong men, is their

by myself in the gardenAnd again I went away and prayed

of Gethsemane and again felt the power and the truth of the

for a fortnight and knew the odorhad every nightdream I had

flowers of the garden for when Iwas even in theof betrayal

Simon Peter andreturned to

reply to

Behold,

/the hands of sinners.the Son of Man is

5 Sstrength, inasmuch as a

//et us go. He who hath betrayed me is at hand."

And even as I spoke/came Judas/and"with him a great 

GO)
James and John, there were they

asleep again. And‘^aurrnei'tt'Fer did they/know how to

me. And so I said, "It is enough. The hour is come.

multitude with swords and staves and none of them were of my

peoplerather were <&& Temple guards. And as soon as fehcy 
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were come upon us, so did Judas go straightaway to me and say,

"Master, Master," and he kissed me on the mouth.

And I, feeling his lips, knew that such geaad—and desire

for nU nf me was in his mouth, that his embrace was a sign to

the guards aed how, then he had -Hot - said:could it/be that

"Whomsoever shall I kiss, that same is he. Take him and lead

him away." And they would have laid their hands on me but

Simon Peter drew his sword^Z, and smote a servant of the High

Priest and cut his ear so it was rerrgh in flesh and with 

blood, whereupon I said to the servant, "Suffer ye thus far

and no further." And I touched his ear and healed him. And

his name was Malchus. And then I said to all: "Are ye come
4

out as against a thief, with swords and with staves to take 

me? I was daily with you in the Temple teaching and ye took

me not." But all of this

of my foreboding; out of

was but true to the weight and meat

all
omens rise wlfhfUs.. And so I said,



5/20/95 471

"The Scriptures must be fulfilled," inasmuch as now I knew

that my dream would find confirmation in holy writings.

It was then even as I was seized that a young man with a

coat of linen cloth wrapped about his naked body, came into

the garden. When the soldiers laid hold on him, so did he

slip out from his linen coat and flee in his naked self, and I

was not without a glance at his male beauty and was further

not without wonder to know that I might never look again upon

the nakedness of a man and never now upon a woman, for no

woman had ever been mine. And therefore knew what loss it

was, as well as a vast blessing upon me, to be the Son of Man

rather than a man himself. And the naked young man had looked

like a girl. And my disciples forsook me and fled.

I suffered them to lead me away.

And they took me into*rheHigh Priest's house. And I

could see how Peter followed from afar off. At the other end
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/of the hall/ where a fire had been kindled,/aid they all sit

down together, all followers of the High Priest and the

Temple. /Peter sat dewn among them and warmed himself by the

fire.

men who held we oxauZblindfoldad^^amd struck me

om the face and mocked me further for they said, "Prophesy!

Tell us who it is who smote thee."

And some began to spit on me and to buffet me and other

of these servants of the Temple struck me with the palms of

their hands.

Then came the chief priests and the elders and all the

council and I knew they sought false witness against me to put

me to death. But no one could they find, yea, until at the

last came two false witnesses asd told the /Ijigh Priest Caiphas

that I had said able to dc.aLi.uy~the Temple trf God and —

rebutId 1L in three days-.-----¥es-, " said tire false witnnroea,—‘'we- ■ 
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hi nil jiim !__iy, 'I will destroy this temple that is made with

hands and within three days I will build another made without

hands.'" And yet even so did their witnesses not agree

-together,, for they disputed whether I had said I would rebuild

Living God that thou tellest us whether thou be Christ the Son

of God, our Messiah."

-And-J sn.irl tn him,-

if I was also the Son of God and <swby/half superior to him,

had adjured me^ I could not

swear false oath to the Chief Priest of all of my peopleXeven



After Caiphas rends his robes

brifig divu^i 

huuiio, and they are diT'ido If tbrrpIT there-btr

And having- said this on—the end of the second day-—I knew-

come^to givepeace on

I~ was ill Mote'pel 11 even than before 4c alphas had ’Pont (fiTsT

hat I

robesv -a«d so had/declared to all of Israel that I was Mrs

<aga i ngf.

clf-fspr-j-ng ynthnr than my yathor'c con,—no-,—not my Father'q ann

—bttt CaiphasSs., and (a son of such sacrilege upon the Book that

he as the High Priest was in mourning for me

;reated as a sacrifice and wwte given up to Rome. Qnp^

given 4*5

 jm?——

judgment: i£—would bring safety to TsaawU-. i mi I be Rnnrrne-, if

cannot cpoak of ouch o<Tti^vngo nn£ Hi■■^ioion as I hud dooluAod. _
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__^till I could not betray the oath of myfpeople, misguided <3-^

$<>>
though they might be, a+rd- I said, "I am he who you say. I am

the Son of the ftie&t? (TVe shall see the Son of Man sitting on

the right hand of God and coming on the clouds of heaven."
f>'if etJ

Then, with great deliberation and yet with much-pace ierr; ’
LJ *'(•€.''£ us pot ossein t'y '&<

Cdid the High Priest rend his a lot here* and say, as—±-£-7—indeed-^Ir&fuJ )

■was Uh uundfetiiyffiy hie own con—to detrbh-7—"TTn h;xHi .rpnlnrr—»

U
,—blaep-hiaHty-> What need have we of witnesses? Behold, ye have

And if they had smote me before, they^beat upon me now^

Is if such statement by the High Priest ebfcd—tako away all >

struck at me, so didfear (that I mightJse witness upon

heard his blasphemy.

they remove the blindfold and beat me more upon my face for.*

"the- iTnong- =tlieiu.-

And all the while, from that part of me which had been
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remote from such strife, as if an angel

I see all aboutcouldmy shoulder and upheld my spirits, so

sat on a benchas he.aw Peter

came up to him a«d-

in the Temple?"not with Jesus of Nazareththou

not, neither understand I what thousaidAnd he "I know

sayest."

went out into the porch, even thoughAnd he left her and

there another maid saw him and beganthe night was cold. But

of them."

But in still another moment, even as they werefibeating

upon me

But Peter must have been in much fear

,/did a man come by and say to Peter, and I heard

p4ece of ear he had cut from the head of Malchus and was waiy

And again he denied me, saying, "Woman, I know him not."

to say, "This is one

hall. Andi

TT was ■ then ■ th-a-t damsel

Surely thou art one of then^, ^6r thy speech is from Galilee."

the cost of the

*9 <
(said^ "Was,

stood lightly

me, and dow

warming himself.
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began to curse and to sweat and to f-retri butinm—aad so he

the cock crowed and Peter

cock crow once, thou shalt deny me thrice."

as if stricken', remembering -f/~liad said to him^ "Before the

gaI-Pod—to mind,—tor—I—caw him stand

say, "I know not this man of whom ye speak." And it was then 

He left the porch weeping. He wept. And bitterly. And

wtll this while I did not yet feel the pain of being struck in

many places and on the face,* —wtrile I was being

hpld close to the presence of the Lord, and of His

like armor for my flesh. Yet did I feel

of Peter. T’t was not my brui-&es but my sorrow for

sharp as a lance in my chest, ttea-te hurt most. For

good man. However^—f- knew-it,. I knew he would spend his life

beaten,/l

the anguish

Peter,

he

making amends for this hour in which he had denied me.

¥ete/^fterward, in a small dungeon where they cast me for

an hour and then another, and then through the night, tooforo.
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the dawn, did •J-Qnow my bruises.

And in the dawn, the Chief Priest came /^ith/elders and

scribes and his whole council and I was bound again and

carried away and they delivered me to the Romans.

Now was a fear felt not by the Son of God but very much

by the man born of Mary, »inoc"I had hoard-tfFom the time I was 

&
a boy ot- aaught but^the cruelty and evil wj-Ddem of the Romans

and of--^.hpJrT(jgreat determination when it came to heartless

CT~
acts. ^s(cin Essene was I never—-encouraged 'to listen to

stories of concupiscence among Jews of- the time that wascupiscence among a«y Jews^of- the time that was---- -x

f~e>rc —u-e, but in uui—schools had boon t-hcrc-----

between Roman wife and Roman husband Vmen one was express and 

the other [gwperor and'of their royal sport with lovers and 

mistresses, and of betrayals and beheadings. And«-mcsh (of the 
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even one word of rebellion against the/state tkay—htrd- enforced

upon ue. And indeed, to be a Jew was to live in fear of the

Romans. -And rcrow was I being delivered by my High Priest to

las rhe man who had lived

in fear of John the Baptist man if-;—Lu save his YOW befoi<

the Procurator of all Judea, Pontius Pilate.

was a man who lived in fear land awe and trembling 

of Herod Antipas, the emperor of Samaria, Judea, and Idumea as

^‘5 ^5
appointed by the Romans. Or of such was the reputation

Pontius Pilate. Yet /

Salons,—dirl hp’ hnvn John beheaded

in thi hall at the side of thetaken to aAnd

Pontius Pilate where he would listen to/complaints ofcourt of

Jews and other people not Roman. Now as I was being led by

one of the stalwarts of the Temple, my arms bound, my legs

free, into the presence of the Procurator,/did I heat/that

C

Judas, having betrayed me, had also repented last night 
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hearing that I was condemned by the Jews win 

■Slid ddue to return thirty pieces of silver which had been paid

to him by the elders, and indeed |l(wa

have betrayed the blood of the innocent." And

at said, "I

"What is that

did not speak

to us?" which I did not believe, since priests

in such fashion, but mayhap/^udas was irnsulto^

aad even reviled. And so he cast down the pieces of silver in

the Temple, all thirty pieces, and went, and he hanged

such .oilver. into the treasury is the price of

hanged himsclrfT*" said the man ,who led me by the an

"And wh?t, " gain ,j_.—ubccaitie uf the silver pieccj?"

said the stalwart;—uit was—iTtit lawful for iteto put

himself.

blood."

I-ootbld ffon that, what he said was true and without fault
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thelaw andsince all such priests we®,e obeyissg the

such is the waytruth,

on theAnd he told me they were taking counselpious.of the

and would seek to buy the field of the pottersthirty pieces

net rall t-hAt place the field of blond from thi-s-.day until tho.

And I knew that the words of Jeremiah—end- of many--days?-

were fulfilled since he had said, "They took the thirty pieces

of silver, the price of him that was valued, and gave them for

the potters' field."

-scriptures lioc upon unu's uliest Tbike a millstone?

And again I felt the. power of-the dream

and the scriptures were/one and upon me,*- for if I per®. not to

Cbinvi^g of jhHaq; hut then T h^n rurf,P<1 him toe-;—"Wherefore-?

die, then it would—rrot be as it was written. And that could—>

even as they had breached it. But then

hardly oeme Lu pass.-----can nrii1' 1 u.,j .d.-h<? if the weight of—tlTe'

in^to bury strangers. Whereupon I said,

Yet even if written and—if-I had witnocced all of this in
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sfllf
a droaifr?—and -in many droMic,—sa did I a^ilri have hope on

hearing such a story of Judas that Pontius Pilate would

release me,’ iTtasmuch -as he would also have heard of such an

event and ^liukly, aird?mayhap he shared the fear of Herod

Antipas whom, I had been told by who had hnnrd nf i I. f itjiii

publicans who had heard of it still from Romans, that Herod

Antipas tried to sleep and was without sleep after beheading

John the Baptist.

he had _ga_i»ed (fnany a position by the quickness and L'hei 

Now, I stood before Pontius Pilate. He was a small man

with a sharp nose and sharp shoulders and (sharp[knees,"as if

sharpness of his mind and his joints. And it is indeed rare

to find a man with a sharp nose who is stupidt-ul leuugiilLiun—

*and porsttaaiony -1—eetrird see that he was waryysf-^ae. and did 

not wish my death, even if nothing of benevolence came from 

him to me' 4aat rather (a detestation of the winds of disorder
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- mid now was his morning occupied with me and he was sore

annoyed.

-And^e said to those who had brought me, "What accusation

carry ye against this man?"

—Asd^hey bowed and said modestly, "He is, sir, a

malefactor, or we would not have delivered him up unto thee."

Then said Pilate: "Take him, and judge him according to

your law."

r~DETt ''•^hey answered^ "It is not lawful for us to put any

man to death." And indeed it—was-true-that the Romans

reserved^ all power of execution of malcfa^-trovs^to themselves.

Whereupon, Pontius Pilate left this hall of judgment to take

counsel, and when he came back, he said unto me, "Art thou the

/(Ing of the Jews?"

I answered, "Dost thou ask this of thine own persuasion, 

or did others tell it thee?"
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And Pilate answered, "Am I a Jew? Your nation and your

chief priests have delivered thee unto me. What then hast

thou done?"

I answered, "My kingdom is not of this world. For if it

were, then would my servants fight, even as would your

servants fight for you, and(^should not be delivered to the

Uy1
powers of the High Priest. -Yet^my kingdom not from here."

Pontius Pilate looked at me thelfij with iWtrctT-fe-'liaL hud » 

attention in -it and yet with much that partook of dies

amusement. For my bruises were manifold, and several colors

of punishment were upon my skin. And he said, "Art thou then

a king Ltren?"

And I answered, "Thou sayest that I am a king. Yet but

for one cause was I born: I am only a king that I should bear

witness unto the truth."

And Pilate said unto me, "What is truth?" And-th^en did
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he speak like a

And where there—i-s peace.

truth. "

>me Jews of the High Priest's party'fet we!

they know what was truth, rnaomuah as on this morning was it

truth that I should be condemned by the Romans.

And answered the question himself for he added, "In property

And inasmuch as Herod is today and this morning not only in

Jerusalem but visiting my court, and has spoken to me of you

heard

//
■Fllat-e, /paving heard £hic utterance of unhappiness eome-1

a Galilean whereby ye are of Herod's jurisdiction, not mine.

gave even a low moan of dissent ^f””they knew aught, so did

and has/been desirous to see you af a long coaaon having

is truth. In land is truth, especially in the ownership of

And in the law of the land is the most truth. And ye are

from their throats,-rrow asked again: "Yes, what is truth?"

Pharisee^xSt he sa id-iX^Where there is truth,

you find no
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in the courts of the gentiles^ wfa&g

wndorctand-—liaye inure duiiiuln.

many things of you, and, may it be, would hope to see some
|( LcPl\JLseu. $aw ^’***/^‘c'

miracle performed by you, i-f rt bo that miracles are per formed

So did Pontius Pilate

taken across the palace and into the chambers of

was much distracted by

hope, it was not large, considering that the father of Herod

Herod /who spoke to me but a little and

Antipas who van Hnrtxi had wished to slay me when I was born.

the presence of a woman of more beauty

to gaze upon who mow sat at table with

than was I accustomed

him. And neither did

he introduce her. Yet, his soldiers smiled at seeing me since

they must have heard much of my doings and

littie-;—but for my rags and my welts. So,

yot not did/see

Herod stood up and

the officers of a king, and now did he have it putrobe
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Galilean and /come from lands I oversee,

buried

of the

sight of the bloody head of John the Baptist.

Back was I

palace to Pontius Pilate and

one who perverteth the people, yet behold, I have as yet found

of which you

him back in aas sent

bring a man before me and ask that I condemn

him to death

no fault in t-hic man concerning those things

■aocuco him-?—no, Iwor does Herod,

far in his head, mayhap not to bear/again the weight

upon mer^and sai-d, ("Since you are in Jerusalem, so are you in

you are/a

Hih Pi iiiihi IS nillll i I"h I ITh ' w I Si Ii iiii iiT I ho .Town in thoir own laws of.

robe of purple. Therefore will I chastise him and release

the jurisdiction of Pontius Pilate. But si

iZdone if he is a grievous malefactor

back properly dressed." And his eyes were small and

^d Pilate was speaking/ "Ye have brought this man to me as

him.

it across the halls and columns of the
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-¥-<=4rp Lcntey is one of the days of your feast,

who is found in■±aw<that I must release onetJew

and

prison during a»y> time of the feast. Will ye that I release

unto you, therefore, this King of the Jews?"

Now.could I have hope againy/that all would not

as written

transpire

Barabbas

who lay bound within these wallsl-and he had made insurrection 

against Rome, -hav-ing^^murder xfuring such

insurrection. Therefore, did Pilate say unto the accusers who

had brought me, ye that I release, Barabbas, or

Jesus who is called Christ?"

And the priests of the Temple turned to the multitude who 

were around them and it was now I saw again that none of my 

people had accompanied me^aftd so were/not part of this

multitude,—inasmuch ac people were, for thernost part, 

poor, or, if rich, were timid, and nearly all were unlettered, 
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and in fear of the Romans, whereas^-many stalwarts of the

Temple, and scribes, and Pharisees and Saducees and elders 

that I could recognize, and many townspeople who were, by

their garb, not without wealth, /Were among this other

multitude new aroundZghe priests, and - n inn 11. i turiff-

C-cd-^— <Zj2rCHJL_ Jo

favorable to the Temple, a^nd do -opposed to me,—that I ■>

■rooegnieed,’and much too late, that a multitude is no more

than a storm of wind^tehat can do much damage in its passage,

no other trace of its purpose ■but fair the spoil and

wreckage strewn behind.

And so when Pilate asked unto them, 

release?" they^nswered, "Barabbas.

And Pilate than said: "What should 

"Who would ye that I

is called Christ?"

Then did they shout: "Let him be crucified!"

And Pilate said, "Why? What evil hath he done?"
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I could see that he was truly curious and somewhat vexed

concerning their passion to punish me unto deaths iaaemtiulr a-e

i*
murdor is a .suMsiouc deed against the^grta-to-Romans wta®

believe in an empire that is orderly and strong, whuiuuu>

blasphemy is merely an insult to God and so does not concern 

them. -&ar they believe in many Gods, as heavanfto them aabut

a marketplacejTTherein(7bu do not kill a false merchant, merely 

chastise him. Yet the multitude cried back to Pontius Pilate 

only the more, saying, "Crucify him! Crucify this Jesus!"

-=^rrdA^ow Pilate saw that he could not preA^a^l and he

A-e^
called for a bowl of water and/took it and washed his hands

To which all of my people replied, "His blood be on us,

before the multitude, saying, "I am innocent of the blood of

and on our children."

And I was wounded grievously and felt myself already upon 
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the cross' awd it was the spear of their certitude that

wounded me. -ftnd- I, Qjearing their voices,Qwantad to cry outj 

congregate one thousand,

and your children—andzy6ur children's children, but upon your

"Do not take such a vow! My blood will be not only upon you

descendants, and

even two thousand years from now in catastrophe beyond

dimension.

And thereby did Pontius Pilate release Barabbas unto

them. But as if I were a mansion of many parts to be felled

and room by room, so did thetea the- ground 'column by column

dream that I had 4*^d undergone

suffering on the cross unto my

night following night of

death would- be-now s.-.ci an

illusion but the history of my life -ero it-had be.an written

knew it

Father had prepared for me, nor even a test to

for myself. So was it BOt=a> test that

the

my

faith

of my disciples, but merely the story of my end as written
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before I was born,1 so were the rooms in the mansion of my

heart laid low even as my soul was laid low to the ground,^-nd

soldiers took me into their common room and stripped me and

covered me with that purple robe fit for a king, or the

officer of a king, and plaited for me a crown of thorns, put

it upon my head, and handed me a reed for my right hand, and

—that was ffn mockery of a sceptre. Theix-tb^y/bow*® before me,

touching their knees to the ground and said, "Hail, King of

the Jews." Whereupon they rose and spit into my face and -e-e-ek-^..

tjue—oocptre and with that reed, they whipped me upon the head.

They were Romans and crude,

Then they placed a cloth upon the crown of thorns to

protect their hands and wound the wreath firmly onto my

forehead, pressing on the thorns until the blood began to pour

from my brow, and such trickle of blood was like unto the

white worm of death creeping upon my flesh after the bite of
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the scorpion that lived

Then they book the

by the thorn.

robe /Sway, and in my nakedness

returnjfSF my old raiment to me and it felt as tender upon my

skin as the hand of the Lord upon a newborn babe.

As we came out of the palace of Pontius Pilate, there was

a man, a Cyrene, also Simon by name, and him they compelled to 

bear my cross, and thereby I knew why they had laughed at me 

when I was without raiment and mocked my nakedness, for t^rere-;5

was no

to the

weight/left to me but my bones. No longer was I equal &
tes’G'v ^jSS=^t

■sLi'cnig ya w g/€cfrpent had come out of the hills of

Galilee, but/now a thin man, worn to but a part of his weight 

by the desire to move mountains. So they laughed at me and 

called me King of the Jews. A-nd T 1 ooketi—1 ikn-a 1 1 but a king..

Whereupon, walking, and I was too weak to bear my cross,

we came unto a place called Golgotha, which is a word of much

rarity among the Hebrews, and is■sayiag. "the place where lives 
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a skull." There, they gave me vinegar to drink mingled with

gall, and it was as bitter as my own fortunes at ttei moment 

and I could not swallow.
it*

There hsd followed us a great company of people, |of women

who wailed and lamented after me. For now that I had been

condemned, few who were from the Temple chose to remain,

whereas many of my followers had returned, the women being the

first among them, and they cried out at knowing the pain that

I would receive, and I knew that I had not given understanding

to their deeds, having sought to change all through the

efforts of men, and if my throat had not been too dry for

speech, I would have turned to them and said: "Daughters of

Jerusalem, weep not for me but for yourselves and your

children. <E&£-""^he days are coming in which they shall say,

'Blessed are the barren, for the wombs that never bore and the 

breasts which never gave suck.1 If all these things that they 
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do today are done to a green tree, what shall be done to a dry

one?"

Yet saying this, did I think of the fig tree that I had

cursed and to myself added, "For that too do I ask

forgiveness."

And in the crowd I saw my mother and a disciple I knew,

standing by my mother, so I said unto her, "Woman, behold thy

son," and to him I said, and it was Timothy, who was simple,

"Behold thy mother," and he understood, and I knew from that

hour he would take her into his own home. And did I feel

better for having said this since I knew that of all of my

disciples, he would yet take great care of her, and I felt

ease for some of the cruel things I had said to my mother even

as I had cursed the fig tree. And then not far from my mother

did I see Mary Magdalene and I said to her, and it was the 

opposite of all I would have said to the daughters of
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Jerusalem, but to Mary Magdalene I whispered, "Take hope*and

^/ave children, and multiply. For God hath forgiven you."^^ut

Now had the crosses been erected on the hill of Golgotha '

SaSd there were three crosses. To the left of me and to the

right of me were thieves already tied to their frame. Yet,

the sign tied around my neck which said, "Jesus of Nazareth,

xttee King of the Jews." And one of the few priests of the

Temple still present said to Pilate, "Write not 'the King of

the Jews,1 but that 'He said "I am King of the Jews."'"

And Pilate answered, "What is written, is written."

And I could see how his reply was clever and it was as if

I understood his thoughts. For to Pilate, should it prove to

be that I was indeed feing of the Jews, then At?was/ better for 

him to have said so, and if I were not such a king, so would
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he be esteemed for his sharp understanding of scorn gfi?

such a sign upon a wretch. So he was a good Roman,/Sr he

balernc-er two conclusions opposite to each othercould pw

■amd”pTereby could I wonder if that was ho; Lonquered so

much of the world.

Then did they pwt spikes into my and (through both

of my ankles'and I did not cry outA arkth ou g hAn^ throat knotted

as in at seizure, yet would I not cry out. For now I could

remember the myriad of nails I had hammered into a foreat o£.

and never thought of the pain of the tree, s><swood planks,

into the nailing of my flesh, did I see thewhereas now,

it was

worse, and took flongs for my ankles I knew ixs? all the

colors of the rainbow.£\>nd I oaw tha/?>were but the strings of

heavens divide a! the spikes pierced my

that almighty heart which is luminous in pain. Then I

understood that pain is the most pwoerful possession of God
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seemed larger to me at this moment than all of the

seas.

As I

and woven from the top

us cast lots for it whole and see whoseamong Lheinseives, "Let

Tie’ yet

"They have parted my garments among them but for my vesture

they did cast lots."

two thieves who were crucified with me, one on the

no nails driven through

rend my coat -sinoe^Lt was without seam

it shall be." And my~-hands£hung

their palms, nor a spike through their ankles^-tewtgraving been

hung upon teh4o- orocs^so did I see the soldiers

throughout* a-ftd_Xo (£hey tk

and in pain has He dwelt, and as His son, wautd I now/share

kneeling belo^S and (“these Romans were parting my garments, and.

right hand, Wother on the left,

another part of scripture was fulfilled which sayeth,

end was r^ady?

Pain

on how to

>ai-l-s=
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tied to the cross so did they hang from their wrists, and were
, ^co^- a-^cbn^

in pnA^gh pain^fo hover over me w<th-thcri-r agony inaomuoh crs ?

Ct^ it passed -a-taove- my head from left to right and from right to

left.

And those few e-fti priests and scribes <nid who

chose to pass by the hill of Golgatha would revile me^saying,

"If thou be the son of God, come down from the cross." And

other things did they say^^tti much ridicule, such as, "He

saved others; himself he cannot save," and "He said, 'I am the

Son of God.' Where 'Unt-si is^is Father?"

The thief who was hanging on the cross to my right now

railed at me and said, "If thou be Christ, save thyself and

me!"

f-er he thinks-en-ty—of (jiis own life, no matter how mean." And

And I thought, "This man is a malefactor from his birth*,.

I turned my head to the other thief who said aloud to the
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first, "Dost thou not fear God? We receive the reward of our

deeds, but this man between hath done nothing amiss." And
then this^second thief said unto me, "Lord, remember my face

when thou comest into thy Kingdom."

Q 
And I said unto him,' "Verily I say—uulu thc^., Jtoday shall

thou be with me in paradise."

But my pain was very great^o I could not know if I

believed my words. Nor whether he could hear them. c-

In the sixth hour after they hadz&ai'iKcspikes into my

palms and through my ankles, -did- darkness cojne over the land,

and it was very dark,* _^nd/my sores wety already—as putrefying,

and—my heart wJS^Ediiit and my head having been much beaten*1^^

so did I dream of the mollifying warmth of ointment, and

was amazed that I could suffer in such wise and not cry out. r.

•ftnd I



Tliu hand Of Llie LuliI wuu upon ma and set me down in the

midst of a valley full of bones, and, behold, they were very

He said^unto mo: "0 ye dry bones, hear the word of the

Lord. Behold, I will cause breath to enter into you and ye

shall live; and I will lay sinews upon you, and will bring

flesh upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in

you, and ye shall live."

so 1—pyephesied- upon those .hones as I was commanded., and

beh&l'd, there was a noise, and a shaking, and the bones came
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together, and, lo, the sinews and the flesh came upon them,

and skin covered them; yet was there no breath in them.

Then spoke He unto me, "Come from the four winds, 0

breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live."

So I prophesied as he commanded me, and breath came into

those bones, and they lived, and stood up upon their feet, an

exceeding great army.

Then he said unto me, "Son of Man, these bones are the

whole house of Israel: Behold, they say, 'Our bones are

dried, and our hope is lost.1 Therefore say unto them, 'Thus

declares the Lord God: Behold, 0 my people, I will cause you

to come up out of your graves, and bring you into the land of

Israel, and ye shall live.'"

And I, thinking of the power of my Father to work

miracles even in the valley of bones now had hope that if I

died, so would I rise again.



5/20/95 505

recited to myself from the Psalms, and so spoke to myself

within: "My days are consumed like smoke; my bones are burned

as a hearth and cleave to my skin. I am like an owl of the

desert and have eaten ashes like bread and mingled my drink

with weeping. My days are like a shadow and I am withered

like grass and the pain that gnaws takes no rest. My bowels

boil; my skin is black; my bones are burned with heat." Such

words came to me and wece in some little as balm for

relief I did feel b;

Job vste® passed from fevereven as rri/tti to,chill

worse than fever as is written, "out of whose womb came

the ice and the hoary

loincloth for my nakedness and said aloud if any could hear' is

"The face of the deep is frozen," for «T o.nuld—not

id I shiver yn myfrost to heaven," so
__________ ?

see God nor find Him.
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And one soldier kept offering me vinegar now that he saw

it was distasteful to me, and h® kept saying with more vigor

and even more, as I grew faint, "King of the Jews, why can you

not save yourself?"

And again as is written in the second book of Kings,"

fitsu4-d—I—say=to=mya&fef, "Hath he not sent me to the men which 

sit on the wall, that they may eat their own dung and drink

their own piss with you?" Now I knew the words of

Ecclesiastes, and they were as real as the 'fundament-x>£ pain

iTT-the-torture of my limbs, for now I also understood that 

"the heart of the sons of men is full of evil, and madness is

in their heart while they live and after that they go to the

dead." And, "Yea," I said aloud, "a living dog is better than

a dead lion even if envy be the rottenness of the bones."

And in my pain I cried out to my Father, "Why do Ye 

nothing? Evil opens like a flower and flourishes. Canst not
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see what a damage will be done if Ye allow me no miracles in

th£s hour?"

And it was true, I knew, that none should believe in me

from this day, for when my Father replied, it was like the

voice from out of the whirlwind as He said in my ear in a

voice even louder than my pain, "Wouldst thou annul My

judgment? Wilt thou condemn Me that thou mayest be

justified?"

Then I began to weep for I did not have the courage of

Job. And once more I sought to be among the righteous and

gave of my last best effort to say, "While my breath is in me

and the spirit of God is in my nostrils, surely my lips shall

not speak unrighteousness, neither shall my tongue utter

deceit."
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Father, praying "Grant meprayea again to myencirclj

The words were as empty as my pain^as large, and I

thought, even as Ecclesiastes had written, "Woe to him that is

all was emptiness. Paineven one miracle for myself." And 

alone when he falls and hath not another to lift him up." For

like a

was written upon the sky and all was blackness but for /the’

pain which was ^Lightning^i^ the night sky and my groans

followed. r^And whe^Ker' my Father did not hear me or could no-

hear=itpe, or had chosen not to bend before my words, I went 

backward and/backward and retreated still another step^

F=back-wai=d>, reaching backward through the scroll of the 

scriptures from the end to the beginning, and thought of the

hour in the Garden of Eden when the Lord God commanded Adam,

saying, "Of every tree in the Garden thou must freely eat, but 

of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil, thou shalt not 
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eat, for in that day thou eatest thereof, thou shaft surely

$9^'^

And it was then I could comprehend^ ewd^xig hurting (aid
erf-

strike^on the hi11 beside Golgotha, atfid^His thundercifcas as

loud as His voice; then I knew what one must not know* arret I, 

I comprehended that God/my Father/was not all-

powerful. And if I cried out, "Why hast thou forsaken me?", I 

like Eve, entered into the knowledge of good and evil ti&=±.-hat

knew the answer He would not give, for God my Father was but a

Godflimong other 'Godsz?' and I had failed Him.

And they took a sponge and filled it with vinegar and put

it on a reed and gave me to drink and one of them said "Let

us see whether Elijah will come to save him."

And I cried out again in a loud voice, and it was the

last of the heavenly rage that my Father had given

the strength of my lif
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Spirit feteF? went out from me. And I said, "It is finished."

And I died. And V-k-naw—T-.-was=dead.-=f<xg I saw a white light 

that shone like the brightness of heaven if heaven was of a 

white light.



graves opened uatil the bodies of many prophets who were

sleeping arose and came out of their tombs, and marched into 

the people - would know and -fetrr greatly and

was the Son of God."

—earthquake so—bhert

say: "Truly, this

the holy city and appeared to many. And fefaere-was-^axi.

But I was not there and I cannot say whether there was
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much untruth in this, yet thes^e^were safly near to me w4*®- were

Ja±s^<plentiful with exaggeration in every description of me,

ye haveto say no more than the truths

that its truth is everlasting, even to theseal

by enougl

seen, was much. Therefore, I, like Daniel, if I had my wont 

and if I had my will and my way, would/ahut up t-he woi'da and.

"3RQ in truth, many believed neither in the son nor in the Lord

end of time.

Yet I cannot, for much was said after I was gone, and I

would speak of that as well.

Of what follows, I have been told many tales, and some

seem to me to hold vrtith more of the truth than others, but

then it is not for me to know, not -ejioy, since as was foretold
S& T' j

in the scriptures, rise on the third day, and^J^know

Ac> 7-4
enough to say that my disciples were never -te® close to 

truth, inasmuch as any man who sees a wonder and is illumined 
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by its light, can hold off the Devil for long, a«d^Ehe Devil

aJl^S .
w*^l enter his tale with powers of exaggeration. £ut this

much I expect nf>y-toe true: /hat to hasten the death of the

robbers who lingered long after me, soldiers came and broke

their legs which took away their power to survive, given such-

greater pain, whereas when they came to me^it was seen that I

rwas—dead already, and, indeed, they -tend bi-ekon my ankles/with

their spike. Not ^ne of the soldiers pierced my side with a

spear and forthwith there came out much blood and water, and

the Roman who bore record said, even as the scripture sayeth,

"They shall look on him whom they pierced."

Then came a man named Joseph of Arimathea, who was one of

my disciples, albeit a rich man, but in secret for fear of the

consequence, he besought Pontius Pilate for permission to take

the body of this Jesus. And Pilate gave him leave. Joseph of

Arimathea came therefore and took the body that once was mine 
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and with him came Nicodemus, and they brought a mixture of

myrhh and aloes, about a hundredpound weight and wound t-he

new clothes together with the spices, as is the

manner of the Jews when they bury. And near the place where I

had been crucified was a garden and in that garden, was a

sepulcha^ newly hewn from the rock which/Joseph of Arimathea

they laid me there for the

So was I placed in a rich

sepulct^f^ and departed.great stone to the door of the

even as-the harlot—and the -virtuous wuiuun uie brought Lugnthc^

and on the nextDay, the Chief Priest and some of 

man's tomb,, ^nd they rolled a

had prepared for himself. But

ovpttrcy know not-yhether what they had done was for the best 

or for the worst, andz£tr_could^/not bear, as—io the h^hit with 

tine and my mother wertt theft> together
_______

sepulch^^ was nigh at hand.

his Pharisees, having slept in much doubt and anguish,^f'or by 

And1
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until the third day a-nd through all rrf~it until

Jesus come by night and steal himdark, "lest the disciples of

away and then proceed to say

first error shall be compoundedthe dead,1 in which case the

by the last."

And Pilate said to them, "Have your own watch, and make, it 

yr sure u^ you uaiw

great stone and set a watch.the

angel of the Lord descended from heaven and rolled back the

to the people, 'He is risen from

And they went and made the sepulcWrU sure and sealed

sepulch^^

Now there are some who say that (an earthquake came and 

men when Irr^iibh rlon ht, *Mdaat they cgnld hnw- been wrong,—and.

so /hey came together before Pilate. "Gir^—we 1 emembet that-

tehat deceive! said~while-he was yet alive, *1 jj^t^r^three d^ys
W 77 (»<.

will I rise again. r'" they requested 4»»m t-e> Safeguard the 

the stone from the door, and because of him, and because his



raiment was white as snow, so did /keepers shake-in their

early is- 'morning oip the fir&t- day^of tha we&k,r~when Mury-

terror, and flcei But there are others who/claim that very

the.Magdalene r.amefwith Mnry^—my mother, unto the s

aid "Who shall roll us away the stone

from the door?"

■Aset when they looked, they saw /the door was/apart from 

the opening and they could enter into the tomb and there could 

see a young man sitting on the right side clothed in a long

■Pwhite garment and he said unto them, "Be not afrighted. Ye
A

seek Jesus of Nazareth who was crucified, but he is risen. He 

is not here. Go your way and tell his disciples and Simon

Peter that he goeth before you into Galilee and there shall 

you see him."

And the truth may be rro more Lhan^hat. For I do know 

that I was risen on the third day and even recall being lifted
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when I left the sepulch^/to wander

through the city and

remains.

the soldiers to claim that my disciples came by night and 

stole me away in order to claim that I was risen.

it, test I was now living in the)^*^?'that had come out of my 

as when I swam in the sea of Galilee, fand

Yet ^?(STso hearse that some of the /Aiders gave money unto 

the countrysidev ^rrd I kn€w not what

became of my remains, ot whether others la-irt- my body [or buried 

I can recall an hour

'-(there is much confusion.

—There aya-^nmp who would say I appeared among my

disciples and said unto them, "Why are ye sad?" And they

thought I was only a stranger in Jerusalem and so did not know

what had befallen. And they then said to me, "Our sorrow 

concerns Jesus of Nazareth who was a prophet mighty in deed 

and before God and all the people. But our rulers have



5/20/95 519

delivered him to be condemned to death and have crucified him.

u-qrAd that it h.ni Hi i h LiiBtrfr

Israel."

them all the things mI expounded to

convinced them anding myself andthe :s'criptures com

returned with them to Jerusalem to

But there were some still who doubted and I had to say to

that ye are felt ofee

holes in mythe those

on that third day, that I was received up intofollowed mewho

heaven and sat on the right hand of God and (^isciples

ihe prophets have spukun Christ who suffered

And I said unto them, "0 fools, and slow of heart^te

indeed! He has appeared to Simon Peter."

them, "Behold my hands and my feet. It is I. Handle

palms. Nonetheless, all agree, among

those things opd has antemd upon hrs-glm y . *

witnesses of these things." And they

are/ "The Lord is risen

reve. 2



5/20/95 520

forth and preached everywhere,—a»d the Lord was workingwent

with

in my name, they now*(fiad the power to cast out devils^ and

them and conf irmjdaej the word with y^igns following^ «a<e

they spoke with new tongues and were able to take up serpents

and any uthwj^cieadly thing, and it would not hurt them. Nor

L*<.Jcould not. And when they hands on the sick, so -de- the

sick recover. And many were their claims.
lutein

^JHre/Jews ^ora mightily divided after my death,. /■6r half

went forth with my disciples as new disciples, and such Jews

became a continuation of the Jews—as(Christian^, whereas the

half that would cleave to the Temple did argue among

themselves for a hundred years /whether I was or was not the

man with a crude accent—God would not permit such!—indeed, 

r*s they could not believe that the Messiah had come |asf a poor 

Messiah. Yet the rich and pious among them prevailed^ iiiasrmuoh 

they live by such beliefs today. Except those who follow
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Christ who would, call themselves Christian are by now also

rich pious and no better- and in fa_gtvJess^ in their

sincerity ■eveft than those Jews who condemned me then. the

Church is in my name and is greatest in all the world, and its

holiest temple beiwg named after Peter is a place of much

SWAmagnificence in Ronreawijn no place is there more gold. (God

and Mammon grapple for the soul of manj^nor does either

triumph. And I remain where I am, on the right hand of God,

and look for greater wisdom than I had before, and^hink of

many with love. Yet my Father does not often speak to me^

sanoc I know His secret, even as did Eve when she tasted the

apple from the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil. Still,

I rejoice, for the throne on which I sit is like unto the

Garden of Eden and I still honor my Father, even if His vision

is mightier than His powers, and surely He sends forth all 

love which He can afford to release inasmuch as His love is 
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not illimitable^ conai-dnr ing thnt His wars with the Devil

augment and forever augment, and great battles have been lost,

even to the end of the second millenium'—through me^will

he send such love as He still stores for that creature who is 

man, and that other creature who is woman, and I remain the

bearer of the Holy Ghost of all love that is tender and would

now bestow the blessing of tenderness on all who read my

gospel.

The end
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Insert% 

[This is very close to Matthew's text 

for line and cadence for cadence.]

Part of the great speech, second day 

but worth comparing line

from Luke, 21: 9-28

"Many shall come in my name saying 'I am Christ' but go

ye not therefore after them and when ye shall hear fo wars and

commotions, be not terrified, for these things must first come

to pass. Nation shall rise against nation and kingdom against

kingdom and greater earthquakes, famines, and pestilences and

fearful sights and great signs shall there be from heaven.

But before all these they shall lay their hands on you and

persecute you, delivering you up to the synogogues and to

prisons, being brought before kings and rulers for my name's 

sake, and it shall turn to you for a testimony. Settle 
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therefore, in your hearts, so that ye need not meditate before

what ye shall answer, for I will give you a mouth and wisdom

which all your aCersaries shall not be able to gainsay or

resist. Artd-ye Shall""5e beliayed both by—paicnti. and blethred’

JTid kinfulk and fi lends,—and oemo-nf you shall they cause to ■>

dac-put Lu deal'll. Ye shall be hated by all men for my name's

sake but there shall not a hair of your head perish. In your

patience, possess ye your souls, and when ye shall see

Jerusalem compassed with armies, then know that the desolation

thereof is nigh. Then let them which are in Judea flee to the

mountains; let them which are in the midst of it depart out,

and let not them that are in the country enter thereunto, for

these be the days of vengeance, that all things which are

written may be fulfilled. And woe unto them who are with

child and them who give suck for in those days there shall be 

great distress in the land and wrath upon this people, and
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[Nate: All holy days are Sabbaths and I think of this in 

advance and on the way to Jerusalem]

Beginning of the second day

And a m\n lay on the side of the road reclining on a 

litter and touched my ankle with a palsied hand and spoke, 

saying, "Sir, I have no man to put me into the pool. Where is 

the warm spring to sdothe my limbs?"

And when I touched\him and put a hand upon his knee, I 

felt the ministrations of the angel and then suffered a pang 

in my belly as if the largerV>art of his infirmity has passed 

into me, and indeed my belly, fair the moment, was poorly 

attached to my legs so that I knew\the suffering of this man 

and the pangs of his biliousness and Vould say to him as my 

own pangs passed, "Take up thy bed andXwalk.
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reserve for the Temple==before ML

And I thought again of the rich of that city, and of

offer the

love you,

even love

rdn ntb^rc,—hoping/for" nothing in ret =and your reward

who are full for ye shall hunger."/ And I could hear their

other. For that i/s better than to love those who

inasmuch as all/have love in such fashion. Sinners

those who love them. Rather, love your enemies, and

their opposition to me, and heard myself/ saying to them, even

wealth, for ye have received your consolation. Woe unto you

laughter should I say to them: /'Love your enemies; bless them

that curse you, and if a man smite thee on the one cheek

before I had seen their faces: "Woe unto you who are with

shall be great.
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men, but' the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost shall not be

forgiven."

Saying such, I spoke not only in honor of the Holy Ghost

and in recognition of all-..fine grace that he could bestow, but

■for his protection even more against many forces of the Devil 

and of evil men, and so I was emboldened to say further:

"Whosoever speaketh a word against the Son of Man, it shall be

forgiven him, but whosoever speaketh against the Holy Ghost,

that shall not be forgiven, neither in this world, nor in the!

world to come.
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land hath committed great whoredom, departing from the Lord.

And once you take this whore unto you, Hosea, her name will be

Gomer."

"Yes,” said the scribe, "and I would speak of Gomer for

the Lord did not look with favor and offers to us from these

ancient scrolls such of His words as apply." And the scribe

said: "'Let her therefore put away her whoredoms out of her

sight and her adulteries from between her breasts, and thou

strip her naked and make her as the day she was born and as a

wilderness and set her like a dry land and slay her, and I

will not have mercy upon her children for they be the children

of whoredoms. For their mother hath played the harlot. She

that conceived them hath done shamefully,' for she said, 'I

will go after my lovers that give me my bread and my water, my

wool and my flax, mine oil and my drink.' And all this," said 

the scribe, "is by your interpretation in error to what the



5/20/95 368

Lord said, for the word of the Lord unto Hosea concerning the

wife of the gentiles, this whore Gomer, was that she shall

follow after her lovers shall not find them, Then shall she

say, 'I will return to my first husband for then it was better

with me than now.1 'For she did not know,1 said the Lord,

'that if I gave her corn and wine and oil and multiplied her

silver and gold which her lovers prepared for Baal, therefore,

behold, I also return and take away my corn and my wine in the

season thereof and recover my wool and all flax given to cover

her nakedness. And now will I discover her lewdness in the

sight of her lovers and none shall deliver her out of my hand.

I will cause all her mirth to cease, her feast days, her new

moons, her sabbaths and all her solemn feasts and I will

destroy her vines and her fig trees whereof she hath said,

'These are my rewards that my lovers have given me.' And I 

will make them a forest and the beasts of the field shall eat
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them, and I shall visit upon her the days of Baalim wherein

she burned incense to Baal and decked herself with her

earrings and her jewels and she went after her lovers and

forgot me,' saith the Lord." And the scribe smiled sadly and

said, "Such will be the treatment of Israel if she forsakes

the book for there will be no congress permitted by the Lord

with whores, even as there can be no transgression of the

Sabbath."

Yet did I smile to meet the sad smile of the scribe for

now I knew he had given but one half of the scripture

concerning Gomer and like a lawyer had been ready to expect

that I did not know the other half of this matter whirli~was

^Tess~agreeable to his cause. ?Ss> I needed but to continue in

the written word of the Lord as He spoke unto Hosea:

"'Therefore, behold, I will allure and bring Gomer into the

wilderness and speak comfortably unto her and I will give her
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insert from 259-260

And if the Pharisees had no trust in me, was it because I

did not know my Father's intention and so could not say

whether it was only to the Jews that I should speak? Such was 

a question large enough to echo through the chambers of one's 

soul.
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"Think not that I am come to send peace on earth. I came

not to send peace but a sword. For I am come to set a man at

variance against his father, and the daughter/against her

mother, and a man's foes shall be they of has own household."
diet JT /

And in panic, 11 fa.1t/a hand seize ms' about the throat.

No longer did I know whether I spoke ass the son of God or did
God speak through mef Mayhap the Devil had slipped between

us? Yet I went on to say, "He tha/t loveth father and mother

more than me is not worthy of me. He that loveth son or

daughter more than me is not worthy of me." Ar>d—aghast.

I was encouraging my people /to disobey the commandment "Honor

thy father and thy mother./' Even as I spoke so 44d- I not
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and not strike sparks upon the stone Znd build a fire in

Roman hearts. The Procurator of Judea would not accept calls

for division. Nor did it easef Caiphas's heart that next I

said, "Whosoever exalteth/nimself shall be abased; and he that

humbleth himself shaLI be exalted."
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-like the issue u£ liurseb.


