
THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO THE SON

In those days, I was the one who came up from Nazareth in

Galilee and was baptized by John in the River Jordan.

then—another named—John ., known^as John Mark ^nd ,-later
; ' I • y, _ J z z

aZ> wrote ~fiis gospel and^jasabe of me/that when I was with

And

as Mark,

John the

Baptist, I saw the heavens open and "a spirit like a dove

descending, and then came a voice from Heaven saying, 'Thou

art my beloved son in whom I am well pleased.'"

To which Mark. addc:-’ "And immediately the Spirit driveth

Him into the wilderness, and He was in the wilderness forty

days tempted of Satan; and He was with the wild beasts and

the angels ministered unto him."

IT ■
That is all_±rue, but, only as .an

-4- , A c
o-fAdi’e'-'rtrust—whereas the great oak in

O'--z
leaves is the fu«al.~*ntention of^tehe.-_ac.or*?. I would not say

f-lcP

the flowering of its

acorn ,i|^ the. begdsnrring



2
PM17

that did ill, no more than I would condemn an acorn. Nor

would I Gondemn^others who would----£-eme after^hi®, , Matthew^

wW
Luke and John are -'the best known, although they had urn-ny

Y / *-'^5
errors in recounting my days and many were the speeches3 they

gave to me which were even, by times, correct in language, but

J?
rarely -with—true—sense-since they would-'have me shout when I zM c*

-had. whispered, or-would -state that I was gentle when.indeed I 

Se
rnndpinn t’b^Tn Twas wroth and loud of voice. Still, I condemn jthern no more

than I—would—condemn the acorn, since they did not know me,

I-I’ ■“ ‘- 1' <,J

but only told in their words what others had related to them 

If kVb
as my words , wtrrch—tehey--ha~d' heard, and such accounts arsons

^better to be relied upon than a bush that is separated from

its roots and blows across a field like a dry thing^ So=that-

cuae^a-nnot—say~"where - the rushfirst grew to its natural'

-fullness. Besides, I am the Son of Man, and can speak for

y\W lJ J
myself, and -I have -Titri= forgotten even one hour of what

happened to me, no more than «Fn a new coin forget tehe-ctrpeJ



3

■id the the die that minted it.

So I will proceed with my true account of the gospel as

His.fey were not mine but-eSssete uttered many words^aJ^e

not lack for scribes in the century after my

death ^.rfd /all the centuries

upon

should give no pause.

was witnessed by me, and if there are some v.ho would ask

:e who could receive

_____
my gospel, like. the others k-full of miracles, this-

ftfrspiriti'ci? and the words I chose to offer Look

great import^ ®t*e/Lord often spoke through srs even as T

I ma/



-the—Temp-J^

warrant of my days as theystempt to give

exist now in the fields of my memory, for it may be that a

time of new harvest is upon us, and we are ready for a new 

1 .my vouyages upon rty inland sea

gospel. It; will be set down with tb.e> respect for, much of what

has already been told;.-.still, it .will explain a fisw points of



•~-yj-ece..q_wh i ch-were k-i n t~v"i ° if you cut them across and

..,nould-x.aGcept~.a- tirangle,-.whos° b» =

-eur—planks.

wa sphere to guide the first placement of the wedges^, strangth-

.o-^eontinue the=-

- work-.

never forgot that the first

Once, however, that we had

’get, a communion with the wood

, S_‘ V
planks. • /then" we

curved,so did we shape
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apples but—had^fknowledge of good and evil

seemed to me that much s/Uthat good and evil was in the will

and temper of the wood one had to know the spirit crx crre

l /<£?
material with which you worked s.-ince^^T f ine piece wsxrksd upon

4,£ "^ o’
for days could (Split^tegeaohggmaaAy upon yew firw the smallest

6r /“ t
mistake^ ^And sometimes, ia_iaj^--4isapfiedj>femew<5 i;(Ludj| —Lp

■e-sweat., for no mistake ^a^ai-l, but merely out of its knowledge

of good and evil and its- wish to exercise the latter.
/QizU^ J-

T-hen-there -was ether wood that was kin to a dear friend

arid served your wishes and guided yoH-i chisel, and (wood whiefo*

resisted the drill and that .wllich . ssejasd1 *»■ aeoept^ifc tfitheiste"—■
q:f tC **Wj*£^*^ ** <-■—|- jji

I ^reatturyi^lding-as-th; each holo -one .made in .the .nl-ank .^nabied

better to breathe. There was "sa~a»te-ttnd--

7<5cb^c p O/'C.^^y i’:'' pi^ C~Q /*i.
__.p_iec.e-or -good-wood' niceiy shaped and-ready-Xcutie added., teo^a 

honorable in/such work and/didi for years. And the smell of a

v_step—in the treatment of wood and I used to feel w*ee“"3TO*>
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of such matters--as a

not how else to say

iwore white robes whenever Erwas not at

washed

1(4*-

work, and

we used to cleanse ourselves. And it was

concubine; since there wastirjg—might—find in tels-

cioncfiAiscence of spiri

Essenes.-’ And so it was said of U3

said of thc’Essenes that they were a sect which must/die out

cSfiise cabinet gave me as-mpsh pleasure^,-iE_w&aid=*soirre-cinies=

and—take no woman for wife, or,

£1 ctcA
as—amr*^s,se'ne=4rn=Joseph is-house . ap^ I was/devout tifce my

fathe^JbsephT^ <

.frequently, and sometimes with d-i-&&icui-&

wash with liteteie water exposed“us—teo/thre—eiTaeity^-of the wishes gAk

jg < ■ ........ - ■ , -

ferr<^the aim of each Essene was to l-i-ve-withroutr-eon 

jud. {if Ged (never -told him-,, and ^often did not^ then _r/o children



needed pew convertsthat

5§sJ
die out. And I, being raised m£>n-i?sga®, was

UJf
or fehoy
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would

instructed a^t

-the—m®sti‘^dvahCed==forms==aBd believeZr that women, if one did

not know their nature as^weJJL.as-janesel-f., were not to be

though

and thought little^o^-it-, yalthough^iihat given the nature of my

> a.. „C1

interested, J j? ;r

I, who was in such great part His son, if not indeed

entered, and so- I lived without women

auott-'-often in dreams, it was meet that &ed-

Ich wouldt return to me

entirely His son—for of such matters I still knew little—

/would not wish me to spend my hours on drink and lascivious

/ ■ ■

inclinations, towa-rd—wtnieh jaf And wo-had—many.^

spirits was-yin those years (With the wood of God's trees and

much they taught me about good and evil, for it seemed to me
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that an evil man could not pass by a good tree without



Rijpl it would' be"asked j^-^hsjp

^i /Uk?^ "i^t

jealousy of me for—my—pas-i-

ftul
yas.'my father, ®&=jsb=WG=s^=t

UA?«4^
^usy I aasi answer that Joseph was..a--man of much probity and j

ief apprentices had
[a^kte^f tcf&K kf&\ OL$

^=f=±n^ffi®sh—a^=J-o:seph

complete belief th-at-he served God best by treating his
—^<zC{ tc^.^'

workers with as much respect as the woods he &mpioy.ed=ir,_

kJ: 1^. " - ' ■
uf-ir.est cabinets.sO—l-;'t«ra’3=welTar his favorite in the years

J^Z
of JUF apprenticeship, except on those days w.nntin i.iiro at i

■ 1 ■ ' > ■ ■

-..first, bet increased in number over ‘sevs® years, when I would

^dt>~We*“-best.,^oa?k and ths most scrupulous^pf the young men

he“wa=S“-teraini»g-„ ■’FhGVi’ hc would nod and say, Wro- would make a

good carpenter, if that was what had been intended^^QE^ctFf5^
««■*>€.kc$.

And 3—dsfed’TiSfe kno-^ why he spoke in such odd manne^. Jiis ,h*e'a'd““''
U-’-fi /•' -J: j/-; / ' <■ >,

VJ’-f ? turned to the side^ as if hy-'tW'i-E'te'iny "lily" press

. .
his lips upon a secret which lived like a wild creature in his



e /

/id

r v
ngar_JLQ—beggars-so-poor were they, and we all traveled

^brigands on the ready .

xT <it &
tree days proceeding on foot from dawn to dark to cover the

Feast of the Passover, every year

different. For when they turned to go

explain how it was, but Iv back, I was not ready. I could not

children walked together,many of the

then when they looked for me among kinfolk and

until a day's journey had

Galilee and Jerusalem in Judea. And my parents went to this

r-from-Nazareth, rich and poor,

a « my parents did not notice. And jny mother did—rrot my absence

y >■. distance of all the hills and valleys between Nazareth in

t. Jv—stayed behind and since

(f 4 A j 1 Sc>

x But on this year it was

v, f^ast^in-Jerusalem, the

I was twelve years of age, but—theri^^at^that-time-,-
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and•arbout whether the Word had been with God i-i

in Iwith God, and the Word was God."

•V

lx

and doctors, Pharisees and Saducees
<

: p'In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was

wiaote his gospel, “his first sentences'

neighbors and did not find me, Joseph and Mary

t-ra-y-eied-^ba-sk_ agarin -'to Jerusalem tes-^eefe^&e-r^uie—'Sn'd did no

was twelve, there was^jjiwh concern among the priests of the
l-, ' ; ■■■■'_ ' , , //'i- •

(the Word in the beginning^ and wae <-■- th'orr. For

■—in—men*, as they understood pt, there was no life to

'{kt

‘gtiftf 'i'I f-c '.,//J .^££5
^pirit-that is holy. --So-was—i-t <the Word of God thate’Tua'de'-

C& _ W A 15 gJttszi Li/(
/flesh or .had tehe flesh created by God with no -more.

"in the Temple and I was sitting =iin-tirei_m-i-ds4^=0f priests

> and Jfwas asking ,

And to the astonishments of my parents, I was

*-.m. answers./ There was much discussion in gfcose days

indeed, when



noted doctors who

'atl'-be-L-ikef'the animals and there-*

such words were equa-

herother chiIdren, 

brothers -and- 'Sisters that c ?re my words, if indeed she - ~

my naif-

I said, so /' t't't-'L

ind that the Word was/flesh, for otherwise, we should

... perhaps-’it was a miracle, and the Lord was speaking through me

e mouth of a twelve-year-old

miracle. And iT have no recollection of what

raise slaves jas f locks/and—cat—tlie

beasts ^unless the Word was flesh.

<lif e-than-'He ha^ created the flesh of animals? And
'fC.-t' ( f (“£

thsyt^iff-the beginning that the Word had

would pronounce(the name of the Lord^e^a^ But as it was

told to me. I sa4dj=co'the assembled priests and doctors
f\

It was then I began^fca^spoafe and Recording to my parents

for the first time^, but my mother

sm. afterward^/'consume them <aa*

'can-remember-them-,—and-she insists they-were so holy that she



19

-^erba^S“J=mere»ly-=asked==tfe®ia, whether it was not true that 

before we could look upon the Word as flesh, we -sordsd look

the Word as living in water, for as^^know, in the coldest

. H*-*.
days of winter, wben-we» sji-se ^in the dawn, ou-x3 breath

fcloud and the—water—.in our breath i&_^jjj£e (a small sea that

bears the vessel of the Word
5

And._sot.the Word, whether «4*Mse"

flesh or spirit, -._r the waters are Hismust be with God

even as,all the rivers going down to the great sea that is His

water t or—so-=I—■ have—beeELtold is true, of = all - the-great- ♦ 

seas—except—the Dead Sea to the east of Jerusalem, which I 

have never seen but who could not hear of it?

fl#
And when I was older, for-I -h-ad- r.o-knowledgo to. speak ,

'fa-'

l-ike—tfeate—on-^th*is~d‘ay ’ when X was twelve, not indeed did- I-ever

^iaye_the.--i-nt-i-mate--knowledge of a woman to speak in such 

.fashion,—but in my later travel

•& £> ePt<£ 'J fk i.
gospel-,I knew?by then that the Word was the flesh fc'- 

whisper into the ear of another "I love you" was to awaken desire'



20

for the creation of flesh.

Shat much--I did not say when I was twelve, although Jthere
" ■ -tei

wa-s-^-no__reason 1 could not have s'cid' as much I was speaking
'' '

in the voice of the Lord. But to tell those august priests
,? . ■ ’ ‘■

that the Word was in the water/ proved astonishing to them, -a-pd-.-

mother would always say that she^net=ehLy-^kcpt~my—-thd-rigs=-i-n

her—hea-rt—on-that--occasion when T was twelve at Passover but

»-tha-t the expressions on the faces of .-the doctors, cthe priests,

the Pharisees, the Saducees and the scribes, was engraved

*3(a.
forever upon her heart. And it was at this point. on the on

return •hnma.^jizhich for»-the--.-thr-oo“Of-us .iac.ar$t walking much
<|tvt S&§ -f'Ctri.-/ J&b**

alone much- of the time in fear of brigands, although-“we--

zt- 78* • • ‘
^nreturned -tb-Nazareth safely, but-the thought of my achievement

~h^'^

i'rrtrtTe'T’elTipl-ev—which vast place T .wpu^d always remember, T -

'WOuld-ha-ve moreCJt'b say of it^iL.rther in my gospel, yet at this 

■point, living in much fear, that I lied and with the poor

excuse before the'bloodlust of brigands, my father, that is to
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s not

ss and the priests

to the'-c-ity-of Nazareth in, Galilee and-enter the bedchamber of

underwent-a-conception that was not all unalike with that of
* <8*9^

■ ■■ ■■■■ , ■ t Y ■ 1 '. • • . ’■ L-- ■ : y / 1 ’

_^-He-t6-l^he^that^he had been espoused to my mother, Mary,

;/■ 1 Yv’"
and-Xhat unknownst to him, the angel Gabriel would come down 

-l~ie._that--I--re.caJ.i^Y?-ui to understand all j th.

simple, for these were .pious ^pe^pl^ There was a-part of the—
Y-.< <? rftx.rC.e ..."'"T1"
tale—I—reserve—to—tell-at another,, time, . for it concerns the.----

'MS
conception of- my-cousin, who would later be known as John the

, .. r.r/’-Y . ~ ;
Baptist-,—and-his-mother,-'Elizabeth, and his father, Zacharias, 

later telling, and I

me on the return home
•- /f7‘L (c -^

I- was twelve after my three days in the Temple and my

my^m-Other.-Mary.;- but that story is for a
... -Xs-X' ■”<

will here explain only what Joseph told

QX-my- j n—th i s -W-isa.—ev-enJ?as--it--was- told--in



had been much fortified by her mother about thestate, and

dangers of

highly favored; the Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou among

women." <=-But^rf»y mother was, inot only a virgin but most

words are the—same—th at J .nk^—heard, "Hail, thou that art

relinguishing one's virgin-i-ty before the hour of

marriag^. T-he—a-nge*t=-Gabrie 1-, - and .sbe^would later -describe hirr"

scrupulous

J~.r> ma,—bijf^thFHT^T—tnc?<: would yet have a glimpse- of. him .-in-.

^..years. to come.

radiance it-selT and the white of his garments was like the

was an angel, but still, she cast about in her mind and -she

was dressedwrbl in white, was as handsome as

ST? *5 $>-<£. '
light of the moorr and the stare so she could even-JjgJjjeve ba

wondered what manner of salutation ^his .could—be, since she

U>«k/
felt weak before th evangel as if her virtue had begun rto"lihi”ncr:-: 

■ itself in flux, and the walls of her 

4axig.er-=e£=_falJ.in.g—and crumbling like

determination wsrs—isu

sand into the sea, and
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■Stfccn this m^7-=^foi2uiUicc;;as—nct- 

thy womb and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name Jesus.

"man*—W33 standing in her room, which no man had evei^done

before, nonetheless-Ihe angel said, "Fear not, Mary, for thou

hast found favor with God| and /behold, thou shalt conceive in

He shall be great and shall be called the Son of the Highest,

and the Lord God shall give&fe to him the throne of his father

C-.
Davids ,11 shall reign over the house to Jacob forever and of

his kingdom there shall be no end.

Those are the words Luke t to give'the angel -

Gabriel, and they are of the general truth, although, 

according to my mother, the angel actually said less and she 

knew more. My mother was always practical even to the saving

of al±==tfaat.=couid-be-Jef^use^thatr others might 'throw=away ,■ -such

-as“=dried^'flowers from which she Ccan ^extract perfume^. Or r*t

•pieces—of< rawhide that she knew how to wefrrfC.—toget]a&c-so that

&
thay might be l-engeSs. And so she did say to Gabriel, "How



CfwJt- '
shall this be seeing Zf ’ know not of mar^X* An^ the angel said

' Lx
unto her, "The Holy Ghost shall co®e-tg©¥i‘ thee and the power

of the Highest shall overshadow thee, therefore that holy

thing born of thee shall be called the Son of God, for with

Him, nothing is impossible."

My mother had ^a great fear ^she would faint,f iait a?nStte.ead-=>

p'1
=sfae said, "Be it according to thy word," and at. thatmoment-,-—^ 

even as the angel departed, my mother knew that /.she“had

conceivedJi/Sr it was not like any •other momentfSefore in her 

life or^e.von since. J^d—gd?l the^passages of a woman who tpCb

pregnant came upon her, each by each, and six weeks {after the 

the gate of his mind was ..erxsa/more strait! than: his—I - -—“ "XAl*/*/ L-w^
had such ferith in the goodness of my motherJthat he was ready

to , believe (her so-suf f-icientl.y _os to not. make.^nr-^^ubfere7'

example And have her hounded by shame-”from the^ finger of

angel had visited, she told Joseph to whom she was espoused,
t:' x/ -y< ■ ■ ■. ‘ ' ■ ■ ■ 1 y • .■. ■ ■ ■. • 

and—i-f=-he /was a narrow man:, and there are some who say that
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jighborsj ^^Jie made

away with relatives in

plans and^tngu35red==-with^her to put her

Zg ,,
another town whesg^rase^j—was—ne-ver..^

never a need

>utnthis time to Josephangel of the Lord appeared again.

of"Joseph, thou son

“tee=ld“13ee-a-use there was

David, take Mary aswife. For she has been conceived by 

^the Holy Ghost and tha-tr^hi^-rts—ih“h^^

„and she /ehtrl-l- bring forth a son who will save your people and

ch.-is= 27.en.pl: e from their sins."

And Joseph recalled the Hebrew prophet who said, "Behold,

(fy b--?
a virgin shall be with child." ButJoseph—came=-eut—ofhis

sleep with the knowledge' that they must be wed forthwith and

dve took Mary as

called until the age of ^3'3, when I went to visit John the

his wife and was scrupulous. He knew her not

nor did he dare to know her.until she ahd brought;forth J^e~

and ^Yeshua^I~^/asJ

firstborn spn-. And they called trim Jesus
b (P l^***ti j) / /, , /jgt
P #7 .i- ?T Jg&R

Nazareth.my—name=was—spoken of as,Yeshua,

27.en.pl
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Baptist and was blessed by him and tben~spent=4h ^days

^s-wTunit-ot a mountain in the wilderness, i-or-ty/da^d1 of 

.conversation-,-“indeed-, with the Devil, and came down from such 

swaddling clothes, and my mother gave birth

Galilee down to Judea into the very city of/David which

Bethlehem, and there

urss that they were in

born and wrapped in the warmest

in a manger

TST^eifeh-er^Gf^tehem in an inn. '"And indeed they were turned

away because of aldr-~that^&a^e»ndfi<the birth of an infant when 

called Bethlehem, because of a law passed by Ceasar

that all,the world vic■obliged to be taxed and, ^each man

counted in his own city;. -And

-a«dT>th'eri“I~-began—to^aliow others (to speak of me as Jesus.

Now because Joseph was of thc-houso^fd^Dayid of^whcc

was very proud, was necessary before I was born c^pr Joseph

a mountain on which___Sat-an had sat’ to go forth on my mission^



-ICce c&dd

tales told by my disciples cf angels.^surrounding the ■e.voirt;

That would be the jstory of my birth irf—

: .ft /■> '^Z*' / " i&rf Z

V

the^=daiScs£y'? And I do not know if that is why the snail of

gentle animals and ^straw brings me peace and—when love comas

A—f*
upn^teo my hand from the hide of such beasts, co-do I offer Ut2

Xov^in ^return to-J^hein, and ^i-n-later^years\ I V/ould put

’ blessing upon barns and mangers; .f or,'the husbandmen needed such /< -'

c peace even if he worked- to provide food for multitudes.

owrr-home, and^-who-was ta=dje^the^=ct?e'ani-ng3=^ Qt”

And it is true that shepherds w-hp- wcr?, keeping guard over

their flocks that night in the surrounding fields ^oane,. tipon my

shepherds and told them!

had a=si4ver radiance more^hrightby far than

■occasionvr-.and she would say.-that ,an angel

mother and father and'my presence after I was born, and

s2 ? t
my mother would sweair^tu' the certainty the moonlight wh-reh

ef
-bshoid,- I bring you tidings of great joy whieh-'Shal*l—ba-a -new.



who would worship my name in many churches throughout the

-jgos.pel:cojE_great-__g_oy, for unto you this day is born Christ
f U.i 5 C^jt
Luke was h-d-pi-ng Paul to—bui-l-d-

_\AAiA /Ia pul

world and so hfe--add.ed, {"With the angel was a multitide of the

heavenly host praising God and saying, 'Glory to God in the

highest and on earth, peace,, good will toward

__ according—tc-Luke ,the shepherds made-my birth known throughout

hen...of the radiance of the

this new'babe might be and the priests7

^7 -1 i l '' IK 'T‘^f Lit

men.'" And

pgjcth by^now^as^be-1-ng..i-n,, many places, he—demanded ef them-that*

the world,- but of this I amy^fesso': certain. For c&rtraiiiiy: 

-there woultL.be- quic^-years when I was a boy. and no one spoke

because--£or. one^-eJzeQfc^

moon outside the manger enoughs

Th®/shepherds mus-

6 fr-7%



jef erred; to the ..pro-

Juda^}] "For out of thee, Bethlehem, shall come a governor that

»4(e^

a life that w;

south of Judea and/nob-entir-cly-,'a Jew,, although C.easar--had=« 

(XC-shall rule my people, Isreal." 

eagle on the gates of our

commandments. And /i'e had 

uncleanness- that I fecall even at school, when I was eight and— 

, but when young^Jie had

been mighty in renown, fe-r—he—was handsome l<rk-e’ few, and 

he put graven images of the Roman

j/
Temple when^t-hafe- is forbidden by aur

brave, and—considered/the greatest warrior in Israel, a man of

many /Lusts so that he had ten wives, and few„.,were^his equal at

hunting or sport, indeed, none. Put, he was an IdUmean from 

/made him emperor of all tts Jews by declaration from Rome, and
./'■< - - -

for this reason, h,erod -was much hated by many including the

most devout among us, for 

29

■He-rsd—-was an old king

ten,. 
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referred to the prophets and spoke of Bethlehem in the land of

Juda: "For out of thee, Bethlehem, shall come a governorthat

shall rule my people, Isreal."

Herod was an old king in this year, but wh6n young he had 

been mighty in renown, for he was handsome^like few, and 

brave, and considered the greatest warrior in Israel, a man of

many lusts so that he had ten wives, and few were his equal at
//

hunting or sport, indeed, none. But he was an Idumean from
/■

south of Judea and not -entirely a Jew, although Ceasar had

made him emperor p'f all the Jews by declaration from Rome, and

Herod was much hated by many including the

us, for he put graven images of the Roman

s of our Temple when that is forbidden by our

d he had a life that was so full of 

uncleanness,'that I recall even a-t-school
h. if5' rA

-ten., we would hear of the foul cpns&sfcrsc 

^he-had executed $is most beloved wife, Mariamne, because he
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was afflicted with suspicion so dark that he could not trust 

the emotions1 of any who^-^cfe near to him, and.

they would destroy him 

first. ^But he mourned Mariamne/so much that he gave

jg convinced

IvStzY hl?

favors to ths?two sons he—hcd-hoi* with her, Alexander and

Aristobulus, each of whom wished^to betray him for good cause /

Cu$ C^_
.^©r-^hav-ing murdered their mother, and so they did ^plotnagainst

Tfiirr-cndhe discovered that as well and -beheaded^ t^esff. ‘Until

J.t was. said by the Emperor Augustus in Rome: ^Better to be
' I;- : - - ■ /■

Herod's swine than his son." As for that, 1-caiT^oniy^aay-Trhat

reason until he was afflicted by dreams of an

i/k€iU>Z
grew older, be lost< more anymore of his powers and .his

an '

<? <c_

he was sick and dying

^emperor-can measure, and the greatest of his fears was that

the babe wlnr B>x^u.ld« .iMpi»qeH»fariwaag«Mff^i»wnZ g»jbrt even as

led(Wise men into council and 

inquired/ of them, what time the shepherds had seen the moon and

the bright lights of the stars, and^b/e sent three of his wise



men to Bethlehem, and told them, j-the words zsze in Matthew*and-s

JL„bc-li-e3ze^yyhom=: "Go and search diligently for the young child

and when you ahve 'found him, bring me word that I may come and

worship him as well." Which the wise men heard and told to

others, and left on their journey from the Temple of

Jerusalem. And on the first night they saw a star in the east

which passed before them and moved to the south until in a few

hours they came to Bethlehem and found myself, bhc^ycuFig—-'

l-''Child^.:Wdth .Mary-„my_.mo.t!’crr', and they fell down before Mary and

Joseph and worshipped me. So it is told. And they opened

boxes with gifts, chests of gold and frankincense and myrhh—•
fad

which is not true, for if there had been such money^and-;

-such gifts, they would have spoken to.-ma,. But perhaps- they

offered a -gre-3*cr-=-g-ift,-®incG thcy?^ui..l<^d Joseph that he0

should not xwlMMan to any land governed by Herod, and indeed,

they-'Weuid, not go back" to Jerusalem, but, departed jsy far-off

' ik Mor. \
countries so-as-jsoon as-*-hey 'dirscovei/ed. my birth. Jooo-ph did CM
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wait till morning but took Mary and myself stealth

traveled se«tth=and--=then-west into Egypt and lived there until

the death of Herod, which would cese before another year was

.past. But^ Herod exacted a -terrible vengeance^f or he was

wroth with=the madness only ^-old men c-ta undergo, and/he sent

forth his soldiers to slay'^4i~~thc-soldiers-in Bethlehem^^afxx'
'4-£> $

children 4’btrware born nigh

upon the time of my own birth. And the words of the prophet

Jeremiah were fulfilled: "Lamentation and weeping and

mourning, and Rachel was weeping for her children and would

not be comforted because they are not."

So it was only when Herod was dr-rl that an angel of the

Lord came again to my mother's husband Joseph in Egypt and

said to him in the midst of his dream: "Arise, Joseph, and

take this young child and his mother and go back into the land
&C-

Israel, for the king who sought this child's life is now

dead." And so Joseph returned in the direction of Judea, but



when he heard that Herod had been followed by .one of his cruet
e. m 9^ ) _u

sons named Archelaus, h*^ felt great fear and would say that

god warned him in a dream to turn aside from Bethlehem and

Jerusalem ...but to go north instead for three days until he

t-<s
reached^that place in the hills thg^|-s-called Nazareth, and

c&. UP&'? / A 7^
so—aga4n=-the^7or-ds-of—thc-prcphcto'.;h or.—t^ey-spokeof the
£ IHCf' t t-, \ ,. - o < . ’/ J
governor—Of-Israel and said, “He shall be called a Nazarene."

And I—weuld-?’ay when I was told c-11—of- the story in my

twelfth year

aware of the

lamentations

my powers before the priests in understanding and

on our return from Jerusalem, that /I~was

deaths of fetes®, many children and the

argument had, been. .o.g_rn .sss- sure on that early day in my

twelfth year "J <±fc wera> the ’deaths of so many children/

and I knew that those children/died

aven i- joy, considering the generosity of

powers they ehd given upf £oE=me-^'-b^t-=waa=doubly^a-heavy-burden’



M

Now [l^must^ speak a little of my life from the time I was

born td the time I was twelve, for in Nazareth it wasYa life

like others and father Joseph who was in

all ways but one my father, wasar- T naid. a qood-carpenter>

a devout man and when he was not working-,—or adding to his

family, since he and Mary had many children d(list them now) he

were available to us, and reed through them often, for he

spent much time in the modest-building, that1 was our small
!..s

^synogogue in Nazareth and> knew th

could read in the language of the ancient Israelites. And

. & C pp<t*.
from the time I was four I was sent to school in the synogogue^'

and there instructed, /er I knew much- of thfe^aw^t1 that■ wewa-
’A8— S [ Zl J. 1 1 '

developed '.from Moses'k, ■©©ntm5m3m®ntsG=s^j®e each of—thosevten

K&Je. [zl •
egave birth to another ten and they (in turn another ten^,( so <

a1’law of the Jews by the time of my birth was of an immense
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<2 & J
tradifclon^and we knew the five books of the Pentateuci^X^^V.^

Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and the book of

_not written it was (spoken by the—be-l-i-e-vors—who /passedythe word
\ \ <FK

Deuteronomy. And I also studied the

of Elijah, andr/Elisha and Ezechiel and Isaiah and w 

even from grandfather to great-grandchild. 'and=-.
0

certainly—from—father- to son. —And—itr-is-true^that my TTr 

twelve—years, and sojwas not wholly unipreoared to talk to the
Z> I , , .

priests the (great Temple in Jerusalem, and -I- had- been- full 

of the spirit of the miracles wrought by Elijah and Elisha and 

explained ,to my^-fathcr Joseph on our trip back to Nazareth 

f-rom-Jerusalem that -as. I thought, for he consulted me on my

opinion^—I—thought that the Lord 65ae not pleased with us in
(fiii^-7'-^/

Israel for—there were no miracles a^-l-arge^as^/our needs^and

Joseph agr-eid-^and—said, "Now is the time of the Romans, and we

in Israel/live under the yokey/ A1*^ 'Fc^^’f

'JiV?han-the Messiah comes," I said tro -my- father Joseph,
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"he will bring miracles,"

JtAndAwhen comes the Messiah?" he asked of me.

j
He-had—a-lways—been"-ster-n,-b.'the:.;treated -me- wj-th-great—

Z ■ (
respect. Stilly he had treated me as a child, ^worthy of

Abc-t-'A
respect through the circumstances of my birth, *a&=2=was=

realizing-now, but not as other than ordinary in
v*e*t(i**j —•

jaany saother way. But—now havlny ^tr-.-^rid- heard ihe manner in-

wh i oh- T -bad spoken about the Word and how the Word was -God

be£ere-=the—pr^i-est-s—of^thc--Temple afitl even the High Priest tfher
4^ CitsCW-dials'
tahd> come to )he&s?-ms-by- the--end, hir. spirit was full of joy on

£PUiZ t< f-yA A/
this walk ^even th ougha-t--night we were in danger of brigands.

And so he said to me with a light in his eye, <-;hioh;-’WctO--"are__=

^rforrjoseph,-- as—i^-4ae=were—ttaLnoy 'that^you^knowfe:^

more than any. o£-«e, tell when comes ^he Messiah?"
1 ( // 4s.<1 - '
"Why that,r"i I said, iLwiALibe.!!when God believes it is

possible to change the hearts of men."

ps>
"All fesd-ags. are possible fobthe Almighty," said Joseph.



To which I replied: "All but one. Aii—bw^eoa,/^nd that

is to change the hearts of men."

"So do you speak," he said, "but you do not know," andf

there was that in his tone a-s—if—I—had-gone-too—far-and^aaid-’
I k ,(h hi jj '

ton mixchr.^sp-t b a t'-l-^^wae^Xl-ent, but to myself I said, "That is’
kt/ // % C £ •'f&t

^£1 I knowX’And a great peace full of-sweetness came upon me

as if an angel hid heard what I did not say aloud.
r' (iiKr [_ h u; jH-drar^' __ —

In^hLe_stor-y—of—my-birth, Z have nothing^O-f JhQH-Kysth=r-=>

it_ .affected—me-and--hew- often-I-KS'turncd^to what Joseph.*had——~

=~tobd=me*=and~dreampt about—it-nnd—ove^had dreams where I ^y^c>

believed-!-was .speaking to the Lord and the Lord wa®=-epeafc±ngi

— _tO-jne, -a£theuglr~never ws-mty father-and I never- as- His—son, but

in truth, I di-d-not know what to believe^ since-there-was no-
|l/| r:iy k '■ •’;••' 1^-^'^' 1/:' ' - ■ '/ ’ k'' •’ . .

guestion-±n“Ttte^of Joseph’s sincerity, nor of my mother’s, ,

since ,I„knew-them,. and they were of a cleanliness it( is not

easy to describeTMstaeK==ite=s^u^-td-me tnere was no reason -why-■—■

the Lord would<55^ choose a woman from a simple family fcdt



deso idea-from-the—hoig

scrolls I had read and

:he Lord did^nct—like. rich women and their jewels

made.- it.. difficult_fpr me..to believe was...that I was -not

_<comfor.tablewith the Lord,

(JJavid the King.

discussion^in our school that

any wayj ,I_was'not only in

^c-

great awe of His majesty but in ^.onsidei'atla/ fear of His
(~l t“7

wrathj And^I thought of the days of the flood, when "God saw

that the wickedness of man was great upon the earth and that

every imagination and the thoughts of his heart was evil

continually and the Lord even repented that He had made man

upon the earth for it grieved Him in His heart and the Lord

even said, 'I will destroy man whom I have created from the

face of the earth, both man and beast and the creeping

things. ’" And snee when I doubted that so—c-rue-1—and—awesome—a-

Deity could be my father, I remember asking of Him in a dream

Abraham a son in his old age and that son was Isaac, .bit

how /it/wasf possible that Sarah had



Abraham was a hundred years old when/Isaac was born unto him.

So I\-asked the Lord in my dream W.Sarah had borne this son by
ln 'r&r'f&J

way of G&d=©r the Holy Spirit as had my mother, and Isaac had3

r^Y'
^b&en conceived without the presence of Abraham. And God (/spo&e

to me in that dream and said, Women who condijeve are

0- vjp
aware of My presence for none conceive without Mef, and there

is no woman so bold as to wish to be without favor in My

|V"
eyes." And th.-yi/I thought of the great cry that arose out of

every house in Egypt on the night when the Lord slew,all the .
Of <,'</ -fci-OXZI ‘/its

r*——'
firstborn, from the firstborn of Pharoah to the firstborn-of

^*'***^f
^the captive that-was in the dungeon. And-eveir thTeTIFstboSr^

-of—cattie. There was not a house where there was not one

dead. And I repeated .ti^^myccll- the’ words: " I . the Lord, thy

God .am a jealous God visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon

the children and to the third and fourth generation of them

that hate Me, and showing mercy unto thousands of them that

love Me and keep My commandments," and I knew the Lord often



&

iad said to Moses,I remembered how

They will forsake Me and

break My covenant and then(My anger tehoi-4 be kindled against

many evils and troubles shallthey shall be devoured and

evils come upon us because

them and I will forsake them and hide my face from them, and

say in that day, 'Have not these befall them. So they will

"Behold, these people will rise up and go a-whoring after the

our God is not among us?1 And I 

come^^te wou

thought of wrecking destruction upon His own people and

$ &
that day wer=e=-tp

the^Komans. And

will surely hide My face in that day for they had turned unto

i-'f fag
other Gods." And .kindled'from'"" - ---- *

'‘tr/
His anger that'"shall burn unto the lowest hell and shall

consume the earth with her increase and shall set afire the

foundations of the mountains. They shall be burnt with hunger

and devoured with burning heat and with bitter destruction. I 

shall destroy both the young man and the virgin, the suckling



of' the LordYb'efore--these questions, and the g:

ng evil upon this\place

and., upon the habitants thereof because they have forsaken Me

And I

And therefore jealous .indeed. —And

and burn incense to other Gods; therefore My wrath shall be .

dc-i ndJ.ed—egad-r,sf-thi s place and shall not be queiidhedr^

do not know if I felt His wrath .in my dream, but a fjive

upon me and I was ill in my twelfth year and, into my

thirteenth after our return (from Jerusalem and^forggt much of

a Lt i <’.4
jwhert Joseph had told me on t-ha three days of wattk-ing-to^our

Thorne. And when a-ld^/an—done and I recovered from ttweeHrerrtiw.

also and the man with gray hair. «iJL=wsuic^''fecatter them into

,
corners were not that I feared the wrath of the enemy." Azssd

T"/" %v'> 'Uf&dP
L^fel-t^great confusion that in the midst of Eis^ wrath, the

/ / ‘ ■ ■ ,7 ■’ ’ <“' ' /
herd. also felt i the wrath of His enemy^and I wondered who that

might be and/lived in sjash fear of the Lord' iandJ^n such wondef

at His strengthTj for/was^^l3 immense beyond measure or was»-4ie—a-

l VA. ,J



..and. Joseph was master carpenter and learned much from him and

fever, I was again like other children but/a young man for

I was/thirteen. And so I-worked-1 as an apprentice in the shop

spent ^even years as ap Apprentice and then seven again^ berotr’e

could say that I was a young master^ And the first seven

were spent acquiring the wisdom of how to build chairs and

cabinets and tables and doors and windows for the home and

then when I was strong^c-r—str-ongcr thcu-the other young.

carpenters, I worked under Joseph to build houses,^.and“-worked^

: ■' fit Cy
in wood and stone. And to finish my education ajad—teeeeme—

young master, I—w^r-ked^aga-in-with furniture, bufe of the finest

kind and Joseph knew many arts. w *— i

Jeseph—orr“Carpentry
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J o'sep iT^on ~~ Carpentry 7

-My^fatlTcr 'uced-^teg^ayygwhieh--is.. _to_ .say • my- -fath^—on-eaTth

who w^-auseph ai rd^a^Very- --good• carpenter;- ■ to *

S^yy "Where wood can be joined to wood by the carpenter who

loves the subtlety of the joint hc^- would :fa-sh-lsrr, so will one

board of wood cleave to another, as in a marriage that is

blessed* hot planks that are joined by nails fall apart even

as the nail rusts or a marriage is corroded by adultery^asd--

Je&eph-=-was^-ateliever iir tasks^ for ocarpcntor as young as

seven years with tools of bronze, and ,,h'e spoke to me always

made of iron'"until after I had served ^fiy apprenticeship of

given tools to^i-iorlc-with that were

of the- obstacles faced by carpenters in other lands and

earrrer tines, when Egyptians .could fashion, boxes of great



loves the subtlety of the joint<J^s“ winTldjaSJrtWP,

say ’’Where wood can be joined to wood by e carpenter who

whciwWo Joseph

so will one

that is

apart even

as the naidf rusts or a marriage is corroded by adultery^ inrii-»

board of wood cleave to another, as in a marriage

blessed* $u^~pla s that are joined by nailsfall

Jeaeph wens a belimvurrtn Luaha'f eu-a'oaitipunti-j. US "yO'gfl'g 1 dH*

—Agrrj-fen i /hever^wasjgiven tools tn nninli riifrh that were

made of iron until after I had served apprenticeship of

seven years with tools of bronze, and'spoke to me always 

of Uw? obstacles faced by carpenters in other lands and

etfl'llbr times, wher^ Egyptians fashion boxes of great



since they were obliged to finish all surfaces with plaster,

loveliness, even i:^ their wooa'^gfyacacia and sycamore,^of fig

and tamarisk xWoS knotty and too fibrous for good working, S& f

knotsivory for fine inlay and would catw

With'cedar, cypress, juniper, pine and yew that—could' come

-frxsm—Syria—a-nd-.Lebanon,- or^ebony f^rom,Punt, and-even-then-they-^

t fm-v 1
knew to use

in inferior wood to—replace-it-by plugs-, and covered wfoat-was^.
> '■

x_>_4nf erior Ln ±he weed with veneers of^eboiiy^and used- many small

chips if—t±rey-possessed beau',-y1> for a marquetry. So the wertre«

of thee Egypians, even if they.-had bronze tools, were more

■ t-
beautiful than our own-.—'-Se their chisels and the-i-r adzes were

'j’C/iZ <f>n^ ,'n-<Vr '7-/1
soft, and sand and quartz were the-only- ways they knew to

polish a surface and holes in wood required much thought

?r the equal of the brace drill

rwe(could employ made of iron. Still, they^were masters of

jointsi-Jiaying--(??) joints,.mitres, shoulder mitres, dovetail 



mitres, and the dowels of hard wood and bronze pinsj,/ chairs

and cabinets,,bed frames and stools and the^great caskets of

the Egyptians W£j"e built—all this Joseph imparted to me.

Now we had iron and indeed the/lead firom^^e-rting-^ff-i-Lls

f-rolff^cannot get) so indeed-one-could work the iron steel

^Of.Lweapons was known to us, and we could see thc-s'tei-cl LliuL'"

came from smelters so far away from Nazarrefelrms^th—--isleind-bf

Elba^and ..other swords—that-camcf-rom Abyssinia
' IsjkiP 'i'L*/?■'■ S'fad

Xhat- couid~be'-caid-of the sL«.l wfet.r.h•■-wassdaarned into cutlery

for -the table and - weapons in DaiiiaseusBut-then, steel was

I ’ •
more costly than gold^ and Joseph instructed me rtJhat in all

that was forbidden against the use of iron in the old scrolls,

*as^f©-r!’±Fistance. ±n=tli-e- instruction that no tool of iron could

ev&r be employed fe¥-Geas^ruct4on--of^wthe a-lt-ar,.

ft We 'jhadmany woods with which to work: maple, beech, oak, 

buildings and our ships, jjpjonw-which I did not work, £er Joseph

yew, fir, -■afed' and lime, and/ws1 used rude cedar/ for our
--- - ---- —«-/ »



his caskets ^-iihich were so well •reg-a-rdecr that

ith the making of &as?tes=«nd chariots.entrustedhe was even

And I recall the^fferg

and boxwood did I also useSycamore, holly, lime

and the wood from a holly tree.

It...,took-me-three;-day-s

the four feet and the.

hind hooves^... And Joseph allowed me: the use of his lathe to

ables-until;. I -was almost concluded -with my—turn the 1

—apprenticeship^ And by then I knew almost— all there was to

excellent, ■ as was elmi/'ash a:A & *
U/iTa steel was-also more expensive than gold.and we used it for

'then/^_jfe.-was—no _ssia.ll matt-or. to

veneerssj «And we also ise&d terebinth and palm, the alder root

the wood of the wild olive was

'itron woo<3\ like-.

four legs for a table, but

For-the^tool handles,

.know about the use of elm for doorframes and thresholds ,-x
©

was renowned in his shop for his tables, his chairs, his beds,

and i.y need

hard, and fe-oppor,

^=timo=IylbokcZ? upon oak, whose wood was

maple ^or beds and s^srsss/for -'chests. '



of migrating to Rome soand ivory for

J
apprentice our skillsthat we might

plane, a

adze, zryhammer, a heavy wood axe, an auger, a gimlet, an

set the teeth in a saw so the dust of the wood flew out from

was being made, not only with each pull

knew how to

from certain trees before they were' cut whereas others that

paring, and_the ;fiirmer^hi>sal

claw hammer, an awl gouge fer-th;

•I' g^LpT- 1,4
Then T_ added brace and drill and a

And was^expert in the craft of carpentry and

*—I*___ c t
apprentices ,Kand I was/proud eneetgir that aiT'the

losc na-ids Joseph despised.^ and ,

And in the last year,' even my»

cubit rule, jay- saw witaJa—itfefiiMattcd handle and any

uXe<.
e gouge,,?'and

to masters i These .were

0 < Own lathe.

season wood in all seasons by stripping the bark

the dreams of

tools my box were--of iron^and a rasp, a

learn how to plate fine objects in gold and silver or use horn

inlay, and^dven spoke

chisels for

apprentices. in other shops who wished to

knew how to



were too /Sry whefr-feUcd and ready to split were stored away

WtAzt-l1! c-"'‘ > 'b'i* "/'*»<

for a year although covered with fresh manure^T‘i '

-I»-learned^how to use fir and make it -gcod for flooring,
A I-'

.-although we said many prayers over such wood for ,i\t was liable

to burn and--toe—eas-i-ly-.j And there, -were other prayers^for

winter oakCturkey oak, and beech since they were liable to

J?
decay. Butalder was excellent for the foundations of small

houses since the wood did not perish underground and—was too
i a_ / (c 2

pure to rot. And cypress ife considered blest, for it resisted

the worm and birch'was also chosen for foundations since it

was se heavy would not a«d~fozTKB? FJ%a,awtRfS@u^se@eet!

elements ..attracted fire.,. we.-looked to make it proof against 

-such—conflagration by using-alum and taking alum into all its

pores._And so the fir could prove itself for its weakness-

became its virtue since it was not a strong wood, one never

worried that one-would lose a nail by the warping of the wood.

And the fir lay there in pea.ee r.



AfM /Lf I speak of foundations and floorings, jje^also did

much work on roofs, i?ut in truth,
I KI +

but.^a laborer..often covered with
Otis

ordinary houses and i employed- the Greek measure of dimensions,

five palms square for public buildings amd four palms square

for .piiaate ^housesi And we covered them yith limestone which,

tj. KU/t; Aamj
being porous, would take a moist plaster and ,e.ven=made,

not only a carpenter

-imud fcj? we used bricks £or

quarries were left to the weather for two years and those

porous blocks which cracked of fell apart were only good for

being thrown into the foundation bed but the good blocks whose

constant exposure. All building blocks that were taken from 

/ ----- - .:-r. - . ...
could paint/. And the choice of such stones came from our 

Jjy burning, fragments of limestone to make a stucco jrtiich wtf

limestone not cracked could now be employed for the
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(to -be - ii iber-faetT s omewhere in: carpentry.)__ ,

Of the iron nails we used, the heads were often 44^/'“’

decorated, which was another small skill of my apprenticeship

the art of

“most—esteemed—in the grains were the tiger-striped, the

and much knowledge of my craft was acquired in

steaming fine long pieces of j,wavy grain around 

; ut.
panther-spotted, and those we called maculate, tor-it—lobjced

iike a swarm of bees were living in the grain. And I would

speak of the beauty of citron wood which had waves and small

spirals as if it—were wine mixed with honey and I learned to

polish with oil of juniper and oil of cedar mixed with beeswax

and—sometime? the art was to develop one wood. and polish one

wood until it began to look like another. And I even learned

the arts of scaffolding with crude timbers for Joseph ,th>e

• .carpenter was a complete carpenter and taught me much.
't J V ©? 6 C3> 7 I '

‘And-ire—even-gave me instruction on those arts where he



cracks in fire although i±—7^drl-l~-b3 immune to ice, which ice

was not a master but he understood much about stones-^—about_;

rom Tivoli.and travertine marble, which

came upon us on occasion in Nazareth in th-e •depths^of- winter,

for we lived i'n the hills.

never saw it, about pozzolana, which was a volcanic earth

And ho.-oven told me, although

>’~“^-^found south of Rome, and it^wc-s pozzolana ;when mixed with

$**&-*'
jih-ich became cement, andK I thought of the wisdom &»d—

I

lime

secrets of the Lord who knew the earth so well that the same

earth

volcanoes couli treated afterward and take up a new

.ad been thrown out of its beds by

that would withstand water and fire and

ip -by. volcano was strong

torn those which were" not", both=o

C & 11 i
-indeed- a-<

nature fornow\itjwas determined to hold all stones together,

pi



that the golden

ee®4?d—eomplat.e...so.. 1-wondered .if someday. I jnight be so* esteemed—

5 4*t

altar in the sanctuary and the candlestick of light .and the '7'

table for the show bread and the pppuring vessels and the

the Lord, as if in my understanding of Him, T..'hi.?..’.~".':,".T,nuL nTi4-

-at—a4i=±n my twenJay-ssiventh year, IJ thought/He might. h®ve—4e&e—

the power of greed in me as

Sold vessels and His golden altar.

' C. " '•*’1' ’
should ever neet^ should^4&-be able to make His

(I l .7 



hangings and—eourtes of fine purple linen and pillars of

marble surrounding beds made of gsttd-and silver upon—a—

black

-,e drank royal wine in

I still lived with

7f Oxi I had no desire for a woman

7;. ,.
_l_knew—g-reed—febafc^GQUld-choke one throat

;" , ' =4? ft- “J ""

medestdT^t)S@ph^my;^ath'er

Z) s
'pavement/&f blc-ctes^ef marble of many colors,.

? ■
ly greet dedication, like Joseph, to my work rt

that T. was a young master.

My -ftr. -| ?r 7 o(~ '
And so it-t/ould^pass until W-te-hir-ty-th^icd year/'wlien I



FQjsJiewa.smy .cousin and^ the.-word- I ^h'eard from all in

Mjt/t ;• Z?
Nazareth yas= that we had a prophet among us, but then ,I---=-hecn-dj

(of my cousin for the last year and the. year—before^-and^ 

even in the three

mucnXrepute among

years before that, for he was a holy man of
')

re i
the^.fsw I knew at the Temple. For of him it

"'•was whispered many ugly raatetee^«^and< the principals of our

Temple were the merchants of Nazareth and their children who .•

, J d? O.$ ft * /*1 i*y
- were priests, and many T-,k>r devout, but not of the whiter ,

1 corps"of the Essenes, for they grew fat even as the Essenes

-fKz.sy - .
grew thin, and. the merchants had ch11dren and large families Ci-wf'

and in thiei? hearing little would be said of my cousin John

the Baptist t^hnt-^wes agreeable to hear.

0^/
Since he was my cousin, I knew his story, but then even-

S^l &■'
if we had been without a relation of blood I would have known

, . . lid elmuch about him because his birth and mine were no.t..without -a-

. . . J r? 4
similarity ±hat I had pondered upon often, since,his father
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wets a priest named Zacharias,^aiso a descendant of the family

of David and ^related to Joseph* the..caxoent<r—who—was—my=f-ather

•—-for the-course -of—every-, jday. Zacharias's wifejwas of the

daughters of AaroA}, so that her ancestors knew Moses and Jaejs

e name.jjafi«»£liaabalb=, Both were Essenes, Zacharias and ■

. _E1 i zabeth, and hoth-W-ereas thin as tall blades of grass
f

cwhen—they dry in the summer drought, and they wore white and

were good Essenes and—obeyed-all the commandments■and

—ordinances—of the..Lord1 and found themselves blameless and—wsre?

good-Essenes but for-a— desire—t-he^ could not expunge which: was-"

that they-wanted a .child and. Elizabeth mourned that she was

barrer, especially since they were now both so far along in

years gs to be2stricken.

V*./-
The=story-^I heard is that on a given day in the sixth

month before I was conceived, for, my cousin John the Baptist

was six months older than me, it happened that Zacharias was

I ’ '
performing the priest's office and-since his lot was to



|£i six months plater. /:!nd tbg-epsfal Gabriel stood on the right

side of the altaj trf. iaceiiag1 and» g.miled with, great,—

..understanding anc^.icharias, seeing him, was (so troubled that

fear fell upon hi£ 1 ips^and^his'mouth-:trembled; Then Gabriel

said, "Do not fe; Zacharias, for thy=wa»fe Elizabeth has been

heard by the Lord ^.nd she shall bear thee a son. You are to

call him John and -'kshsi shall be great in the sight of the Lord

and filled with -i '’ Holy Ghost even from the day he is felt in

-nis..mother's womb fr.nd he, yewr son, John the Baptist, will

turn many of the fallen children of Israel back to the Lord

their God."

M-’a
Now^ Zacharias, .was (-an Essene and. his vision, .21-ike-^>T many. 4

Xlf...us., took him forward/between two fences set near to one
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he said to the angel

"How shall I know/this? For I am

was that

Gabtiel stand in the presence

But because you do not believe myyou these good tidings.

and you will be

that Elizabethunable to speak until the day

Zacharias came out of the

of the Temple marveled that he

utter a

jmkt the

all the

Temple, everyone on the steps 

straining of his throat. -But 'he returned to his house 

words, behold, I am—going-to strike you dumb

another, strait his gate, and

5 4 "A
could not speak,,-fcr when he beckoned to them and tried to

same, and quickly, and marveled in-his- turn-that he

few words, they could-hear nothing and could imer

bears her fruit/

without youth." Then it

< into-- thet~same day-; " And when

an old man and my wife is

Gabr-i-ei said t^> him, "I am

A i if
of God., ■T am sent to show

was able to give issue to his wife Elizabeth, who thereupon

Cconceived, and was so full of shame ^and^so fearful that she

would lose what God had contrived to give her^, that she hid

Wrft t I
herself for five months and then in the sixth month, th-e^ange-1
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.mpu

Gabriel wa=^ □ci^j^.'.'/’that virgin who was my mother. Mary ana

she, knowing 44a-/ o'od had visited her^ departed on

she could.<-.«?(■ ^faring

whether to hide among

the days when Joseph was debating

P'Z? st?
his family, and .she went up into the

i>r€
hill country tc^ house of ZachariaSj—And—when- she saw

&'. ■>■ < / h > t f
Elizabeth,_*she her devotion and salutation, and—krred/t—-

before her "Blessed art thou." But—when Elizabeth

heard these wq,p(‘? ^yer babe,
A 1

who would yet be John the

, A tfu* LAj£>Lt3
Baptist, leaped in tjer womb .and . Elizabeth, knew whnt it was to

be f-ilied-^-it-h thHoly Ghost for she spoke out with a loud

voice, "Blessed art thou, Mary, among "wqterrj1 aneft^'ssed* is

honored me on this day for, -the fruit of__thy. womb- .You have

me and my babe has turned in

And his legs leap in my

-Wifti call you blessed." And these words by Elizabeth so fixed

.theoseives in my mother's ear that as they years atobsed and I

/the mother of my Lord is come to

my womb iwith exaltation and joy.

iaeiiiy., I am blessed^' said Eliz 
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became a man, /there (Was/ difficulty .-living with my mother for

■''she?i’be’lsieve'd'=’bha’ti=^fe=tiTa^ been so blessed that no one could

say aught to her and whi-l-e—it gave her great pride and

6tM5 4^ 1
‘-humi'l'ity,; -the pride may have been even greater than the^latte-i?

■easd/it was not easy to contradict her will even—',<nz-rr-one-oca.

v_doubt—her—words. Nonetheless, she was a devoted Essene and

fit
-die-- believed that the lowly were superior to the mighty and

kept saying, "He that is mighty has done to me great things."

And ^she would add, "He hath scattered the proud yi-n—the*

.imaojinafaLnn»n£. their hearts;.,die hath put down the mighty from

their seats,-.and- exalted them of low degree. He hath filled

the hungry with good things and the rich He hath sent empty

away." And those words are—those she said end how Luke

obtained the placement of those'words, word for word, I do not

'—’ ' , ■ - ' ■ ' ■ - » < V■ d (/' «
know,but (it is among the meet honest of his apssages, and'

that is/perhaps ,dueto the strength of my mother's sentiment

which she told'to many and I who would yet believe that the
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poor would be exalted and the mighty removed from their seats,

can owe much of the strength of such sentiments to Mary.

Now^when John the Baptist was born and they came to

circumcize him on the eighth day, it was thought by neighbors

and cousins that they would call him Zacharias after his

father, but his mother said, "No, he shall be called John,"

and the relatives of Zacharias replied, "None of thy kindred

has even been called by this name," and they made signs to

Zacharias who still could not speak .and he, having retained

the power to write, asked for a table and upon it, put down

these words: "His name is John." And then they all marveled

because wat that moment Zacharias11-mouth .was opened, his tongue

? loosed and he spoke, and JjA gave praise to God for the

deliverance of his voice. But when the neighbors l~ft and the
J 4?*.. k-

relatives^ fear^-eame on all of them and in the dark hill

country where they lived,^there were many, who said, "What

W
manner of child shall this be?" /but1 Zacharias having regained
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the power of speech was pewerfui in his voice and blessed his

son John and said, "Thou, child, shall be called the prophet

of the Highest for thou shalt go before the face of the Lord

give knowledge of salvation to His people by the remission 

of their sins through the tender mercy of our God.^ ri$

■w ‘j - fa. < T zAnd John grew up, lean'as his father and mother, or so I

for I never met him until my thirtieth year 

people of Israel against their sins .with such power and such 

strong in spirit and lived in the desert and preached with

such intensity and bathed so often and remonstrated with the 

determination that the*Jews sent delegations of priests and

Levites out from Jerusalem to speak to him and asked, "Who art

thou? Art thou the Christ?" For that was our word in those

years for the Messiah.

And John said, "I baptize with water. I am not the

Christ."

"Who are you then?" they asked. "Are you Elijah? Are
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/ 7//you that prophrjrf'

And Ise £6-1^ j v&lk in the steps of Elijah but I am not

that prophet." £-&-</ 61

They '.''ere (Jt'cfY men, priests and Levites, but their

anger grew and ^iid, "Tell us who you are for we must

give an answer 4-g “/hose who sent us. What sayest thou of

thyself?"

And Ke "I am the voice of one crying in the

wilderness,1: straight the way of the Lord, ' and those

are the words bif- 4^e prophet Isaiah. 'Make straight the way

of the Lord,!? fc -^Tsaiah's words are now mine."

Now these ^aif/sees said to him, "You perform baptisms

yet you are not ^.(-/.st nor Elijah nor Isaiah?"

And John rep^L^sd, "I baptize with water, no more. But

there is one whom you do not know. He is coming after

me and he i£ p/eAt-fred above me by the Lord, and/his shoes'

^latcjiet I am nc/!. ttb^thy to unloose." And this was indeed
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A rf t >
And—tha-t—was. because—great curiosity had grown in me

-had-^hearxi—so—much-.^ 4’°r it was said that he would only baptize

io
in the wilderness, ih the east of Judea by the river Jordan,

and.he preached the baptism of repentance for the remission of

sins which (was the sum and—tho depth of his wisdom,. Ajrd all

who came to him had to confess their sins /to be baptized in

jjie^=r-ivor—of Jordan. And they said of him, and when I met him

it wa-s_.±rue, that his clothes were camel1 s -hair, and that—was-^

but one girdle of,skin to conceal his loins and although, he

washed every day and many times, he was so colored b£ ,the sun

that he was darker than anyone who came to visit,/a thin man 

with a thin beard, he=-sa-id? who ate nothing but locusts and 

wild honey. And it was said that he had the power given by

jthe-locusts, to devour all the power of disbelief that was, in

7-.*' Yd-J
the minds of cl-1 about him. Gut^the honey/gave warmth to



60
c-e ~ ■-1/
actr^o-f—chasing-^d-i— -tli<=&.=_^.nd John repeated the words of

Isaiah: "The crd&ajLed shall be made straight and the rough

ways shall be mai/^ ;mooth and all flesh shall see the

salvation of God.- But I had also heard that his countenance

a»d«d3as=astQrds_jie^ jlbre severe than those;'df anyone in all of

Israel. And there—were multitudes that came forth in 

delegations to be baptized by him, and he (greeted them by 

saying, "Oh, generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee

from the wrath to come? Bring forth, therefore, fruits worthy 

of repentance and do not to say within yourselves,

'Abraham is our father,’ for that is/fioth-i-ngr tor God tc— 

“--raise up children to the de§g.endants_ of.^-Abraham—ts no more 

than for God to say to these stones beneath your feet, *«tr

Ct
a#e the children of Abraham.1"

The people would as kJ him, "What shall we do?" And John

the Baptist would sayr/te=teh2m., "Let him who hath two coats 

impart one to the man who has none, and he that is with meat 
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let him share itj And then he would always speak of the one

mightier than /tmo would not baptize with water but

I tlMS i
with the Holy Gh<P$A and with God's fire. And would burn-

Hslre chaff in th® zfire unquenchable. And^irc—w«s==.

And before Jt- ■^en^aw==htzLy/± thought upon the book of

Exodus and remem[5ft*<ied that Moses "stretched forth his rod over

the land of Egypf (£rtd the Lord brought an east wind upon the

land all that dat/ &pd all that night and when it was morning,

the wind brouthe locusts and the locusts went up over

all the land of ■ . ^t and rested on all the coasts' ©f^Egypti^

very grievous were they; before them there were no such

locusts as they; neither after them shall be such. For they

covered the face of the whole earth, so the land was darkened;

and ate every herb of the land, and all the fruit of the trees

which the hail had left: so there was not any green thing in 

the trees nor in the herbs of the field through all the land



the locusts vail that’was unworthy of theprovided to him by

He is despised andprophet) "He hath no form nor com'iiness.

Lord in the spirit

=hriw--=rie looked when

should not devour every herb of the land of Israel? Or was it

never-met-be fore I wondered did J-shn eat locusts so that they

, I LI < ft '..<r
of Egypt." And J >^ndered,_Jihi?HkiTig-"crLways-=abo.utVLohn,tiie

BapLlbL,—whlih *j‘

was much taken with
7 '(y| ‘ ‘
words /of the unknown

that he=4»ight=-eonsume—from the fire of the wrath that^-was—

I Vi. « f te> t-1 0

of.Israelites? And I

u
I saw him, for iit the

rejected of men, a man of sorrows and a man of grief. Surely 

he had borne our griefs and carried our sorrows." And I knew

"fki2
that the words of .the unknown prophet were true for I wished

to hide my face from him?. And I also knew that "the Lord hath 

laid on him the iniquities of us all; for the transgression of

My people was he stricken." And it was with pain that I

looked pen'him for 1—saw. him first -and-I .knew,- and again the

language of the unknown prophet y/a^-'T'rs my tongue') "He was 
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did not

the

when the

of the rock that I walked about and fie saw me fr.om--thsT=O'&hei>='■> 

rA-nd' his eyes were paler than the sky and had the light of

from his ears was matted like the hair that grew from his 

cheeks. And I saw the wing and the leg of a locust also

upon him. But then I knew that his thoughts were far from

side of.-tho-mmund and said, "I have waited for you.

numbered with !• ransgressors and he bore the sin of many 

the moon,in—them~ His beard was longhand the hair that grew 

and made intercession for the transgressors." And -co'tt'tce-re

{•that John would not be long among usj. .,(y , ;/■ it / :i

t
matted in his beard and wondered how this man who totboa,

twenty, nay, forty times a day -sould still have such detritus 

see me at first tor the loneliness of this place in

desert, LJiad hid(behind the rock. And it was only

sun in-the,late of,the afternoon became too hot upon that side 

‘ ‘ ‘ ,baptized togethe^^*

wi.th him and then departed, but I remained. And he
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his body that his jsdard was like a forest and wild little 

64

creatures could live within And he looked at me again and

said, ,,,¥ou.=a-re-(my cousin and I have been waiting for youz ana

T- □ c c -thais^you^a-r-e— th e—onw~-whose—shoes T--am not .worthy..to>

‘.un Looser^

"How do you-Jcnow," I asked, "to speak of such matters?"

And he sighed and his breath was like a wind on the

desert, amd. as lonely as the wind that passes between rocks and

empty places. And he said, "I have been told to wait for 

and I am tired. So it is good that you have come.

fl
Then I also scrupled to confess thst—±-f' .engor and 

thoughts of disrespsect toward my mother and toward Joseph the

master carpenter, .that/ I ahd not sinned beyond such -a—pioceA

"Well, theny-pray, he said, and I blessed God.,and John

the Baptist came behind me as I entered the water and with the
O/ bt.

strength of /desert lion, he. siezedkme by the nose with his 

fingers and with his other hand fehate-ho laid upon my forehead, 
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he thrust me back into the water, and it was so sudden, and I 

passed so quickly from the air to the water and back to the

air again that it was if heaven had opened and I saw the Holy

Ghost whieh-adescended ‘in the shape of a dove. There was ttee

"Thou art My beloved Son and in thee I am well pleased." Then 

a dove upon my shoulder. And I heard a voice from

' (__
heaven which John the Baptist^also heard, and the voice said

came the word of the Lord into my

words witetewhic’h He spoke cnce- to

prophet, "Before I formed thee in 

111 i
ear and ‘xt~wa.s=a#i the same

Jeremiah, saying to the

the belly Kcnew thee, and

before thou earnest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee and 

ordained thee a prophet unto the nations." -I tried to speak

but fear and, exaltation wrestise-d within me like two mighty 

warriors and I looked again for the eyes of John the Baptist

gor^-they were as pale as moonlight, and they gleamed with his

attention^! AncLthon I said, "Lord, oh, Lord," as if I were
f-rl ’• i’:''.' 'i■' ' ; • 4 . .s'

speaking to Jujn, ( and then added, so could not misunderstand
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and-4jumed-jijuXiii~=^^ Lord God'" 1 said

"behold, I cannot -peak for I am like a child.

And again gX.f 4ord spoke vto me in the wor(f$ He had used

with Jeremiah, avv3’p/-le said, "Say not ' I am a child' for thou

shalt go to all It y I shall send thee and whatsoever I

command thee tholl “kalt speak, and be not afraid of -the-ir-

faces for I am wi-ty thee to

Then the Lord pir/. -Aarth His

the limit^ cf theef-" said the Lord.

hand and touched my mouth and the

Lord said to me, I'&’hold, I put My words in thy mouth. I have

this day set the-i dSver the nations and over the kingdoms to

root out and to ;'■ £«£j'I down, and to destroy and to throw down,

to build and to l/tjM't." And I knew His word was in my heart

as a burning fire in my bones. <? : ' ' ‘ „ ,z

’ :■ -<■ . ■ . ■ . \ ,
It was then ry ^ook my departure from John the Baptist and

knew I would nevfi/' him again. And he began to sing even

as I left but it \}Jty to the river Jordan and not to me. And

'' » Lthe taste of thaf p/vw/'n river was still in my throat and the
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now open to thea temple/builtj once/ of marble and gold

Baptist singing although

like the beasts of the

was the sound - song=the throat of a ram

that issued from him. And I returned to Nazareth walking with

■jsr-y—in—Zt was a long

march back to the valley and across the desert wi-th:_its frocks

Of gold in the light of afternoon like^the overthrown walls of

vultures. And I could hear John the

he knew no music and sounded more

high hills, like

as much strength as I had ever possessed. For all the 

mysteries of my life were as one to me now and I understood

why I was not like other men and had no appetite for sin asd-

/(• fQ
yet could feelvirtue that I was empty of sin. And I

understood the pride of my mother, and my legs took larger

w
strides than I ahd ever known before, yet I did not know what

was expected of me, only that I had been blessed and

idenfeaf itul*.— * ‘

sCftJ

And a great cloud came over itid ^as‘ I walked and if formed 
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brightness about ly1 and I knew I was walking

it dazzled

voice of,: One who

^^■1'
feet and I will

with rain even a£ encircled the sun -and a rainbow crossed 

speak unto thee." ^)nd the spirit entered into me as He spoke 

radiance of the of the Lord. And soon 

eyes and I fell my face and r heard the

spoke ^and He sai*L "Son of Man, stand upon fe 

from one end of "/'iy desert to the other. There was a great
4-q

throught

and set me upon feet and He said, "Once I spoke to the

prophet Ezechiel $0 these words and they,■■ago -toho-'oomey^afii

Ezechiel strove y/iiJ^tily and saved our people in Babylon, and

now these words t'. t I. gave or.ce to him are for you: Son of

Man, I send thee j-j the children of Israel, to a rebellious

nation, to a natjipfl that hath rebelled against Me. They and

their father hati-',- ‘J^ansgressed against Me, even unto this very

day for they are fw^udent children and stiffhearted. I shall 

send you unto thtfi^and you shall say unto them, 'Thus saith 

the Lord God. ' they, whether they will hear or whether
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they will forbear (for they are a rebellious house) yet shall

know that there has been a prophet among them. And thou, Son

of Man, be not afraid of them, neither be afraid of their

words though briars and thorns be with thee and thoijmust dwell

among scorpions, be not afraid of their words, nor be dismayed

by their looks though they be a rebellious house. Son of Man,

go, get thee into the house of Israel, speak My words unto

them for thou art not sent to a people of a strange speech and

of a hard language but to the house of Israel, not to people

of a strange speech and of a hard language whose words thou

canst not understand. Surely had I sent thee to them they

would have harkened to thee. But the house of Israel will not)

___ . J
for they^wTtl-^not^harkcn••-unto.-thee.®»*^?he house of Israel is

to t U
impudent and hard-hearted. Behold, I made ^tHy face strong

against their face and tefeey forehead strong against theirs; as

an adamant hardei^than flint have I made thy forehead. Fear

«
them not. Neither be dimayed at their looks for they be a 
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rebellious hous^. c^son of Man, go, get thee to themf/ ‘S-pealc.,

unt£L_XiiejTt.. J-t«-d-^-i-^^-:- ::heTn', --, Thus - sa-ith- the -Lord God. 1"

Then <c(c<v?y'poured great rain and the voice from the

heavens sat^ urtjts v>y ear: "Those were My words to the prophet

Ezechiel fevtt to I add that you are My son conceived by Me

and might 4.-et evejk <4^an a prophet."

But—S^had-"—hours to travel and lands I did not know

.  ‘ k A
to traverj^ and /■£■ £ felt great exaltation -S>”eeiee-4w*M*—

exhaustion of '(tte spirit for the books f had studied since

childhood were ncsr £js alive to me as .the words i?y>»tehe-i-as——® 

^-scroi'is-and■ T^tlrv^r-ht of this high Lord, my God, who was

master of Joseph of John the Baptist and of all the world

I ■
I knew, arj yet jjT^ld not know Hiipft^ij’ could only fear Him.

For I-Henew .-ts and He was a God whose temper was as

loud as thunder His anger mere^scateliihc^ than hail

ZJtey aj&J* fib tortk
fall of grtf^t from the heights of the hills in the desert

as they -re-^erbcT—^^-'through -the • canyon. —And—I—knew--;I- was- note

U(Arf t I :J <^3^-

‘ /j£U>rr



fire ran along the ground, and never—i*n—the—land- of-Egypt----  
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)^-?ady to serve a Lord who could serve boils uponZevery man and

i^zast in the land of Egypt and could give to Moses the power

stretch forth his hand to heaven and lo, there was hail in

the land of Egypt?that it blighted every herb of the field

i jii;-there been hail and fire in the hail and every tree of the

i eld was And these were the least of His acts. And

ji threw up my hands toward heaven as if to ask whether I were

fly&Miiif tee be iHjrotijrauJ the one He wished to serve Him?

43s>
<p==rd could I exercize His force and His command and His desire

He was vengeful? And it was then that God said to me,

of^Lore you now, there, far in the wi 

U.(^me«s3»@®'Yup into the mountains, into that mountain yesrsea-

» £ •> - c • i"--' 1 t. r f

'\b.ti are not yet strong enough for Me.. Do---not return (to your

<£»^ags and broken rocks, and pray to Me alone when you are

,f.kere,q fast. Drink what water you^find. beneath the rocks and-,

ytAio food, not for forty days, and I can promise that you
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M'lijl have a vision before the sun sets on the last of those

and will know why I have chosen you for the Christ^the,^

v b t It cf& n ; h
rTTOTwteed, My messiah^ " For, " said the Lord, "no mountain is

t14.ee''ftt-t# /\"fa
jUke^ this one, eve—if ..it is without a name." And o£uxxa»a He

fL^ew whereof He spoke since I.-saM as I climbed and darkness

upon me as I walked and I ■slcptzamong the serpents and

scorpions.jin—fehe^esert-aitiroccg-h none came near. And in

-<s morning I climbed for much of the day upward upon the
> n f f

•/fc z> Ow*
Opes of attest mountain J0ich was worthy of the lamentations

. busJ-i !
the prophet Isaiah, s& one could say that the cormorant and

the bittern possessed it, the owl and the raven. And I saw

C-^aiL—the vultures gathered around the stones of emptiness,' the

iyy/
nettles, brambles and the fortress of the rock, and the

I & *!
vultures^ side—by-r.ide, every one with her mate. It was then

I thought of some- words-of John the Baptist,, f-cr as we were 

saying farewell^to-eaeh-other, he asked-? "Have you ever seen 

the Lord?"
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And I said, It is death and destruction to see the

Lord."

ft 'dr ?
And he sa-i--^ 1 .'or all but the Christ."

3 6 &
And then

"Once the Holy was so near to mej\that I put my hands in

front of my eyes ^ivd/hid in the corner of a rock, but the Holy

( 7,.a
Spirit said^ feo=r-=-a 'You cannot see My face but I will turn

away and you can jlaofc at My back, ' and He allowed me to see

—-'H“rs"back-“and th.:^ (Cvis noble, a noble back." Hb (grasped me by

the arms. "I h<aknown since I was a child that my cousin

would replace me my mother tc-ld sc the-story of your

*4
mother^ aad-.sa i d^-k—-t- -she believed .ity-1*1 and he kissed me on

both cheeks. And § thought of this conversation again as I

frrii.iiifl i-n sleep in vie..desert, shielded by the spirit of the

Lord from the serpent^and the scorpions. And it was hard not

to remember his breathy when he kissed me for it was full of

of an exhausted man. And indeed, no matter how often

ru bathed,f such odors cannot be exhausted;-— Butc^d-s-skin-was .

lit' (ti 1 $41 ‘J,

d-ia odor



of the river Jordan and the heavy wisdom of its mud and its

many had been buried for ,the rocks stood about like tombs ana

one climbed from tomb to tomb. And treacherous were the steps

Jaot^and I sat in the shadow of a rock by the summit and looked

It was midday and the sun was-

out upon the lands of Israel, upon Judea to the south and

Galilee to the north and through a golden haz

,£•''**'2^9^ x
cc^ld see the gold spires of Jerusalem. I was hungry and did

not think; on thate=matter for my stomach spoke <t©;~me in 

I wondersd if I

imperious tones and was eager to eat after having had no food 

for a day and much blessing, so that my exaltation was equal

to my appetite. But then I also knew why the Lord had sent me 

to the summit of this mountain which had no name, and Sr knew 
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it was not enough to be His son and the cousin <cf’ John the

Baptist, but that I must be tested gnd |the first of these

tests was that I must not eat but fast and .cleanse my body and

bury whatever leavings came out of ni^ body and drink what 

water I could find i-ruuhhp.-ho11 sf—reek s and bathe myself if 

there were a sufficiency of water.. forsuehr-purposey—but" !'"must

€tz£*a-'
fast. But as I said jt to myself, 1thou^-h-cr "I will fast for

two days, even three," tut the Lord said into my ear, but r

could .rpst see Him nor feel His presence other than that His
/o

voice was in my ear, and He said, "You may fast until I will 

give you easement, and you may then return to food."

So I fasted for„the remainder of that day and there-was

uio easement and the next day.- and the next, and on the fifth 

day when the pangs of my stomach

only an emptiness of spirit, for

were no longer _present\T5ut '

I was weak, and without food,

and no longer knew if I even had the strength to climb down 

the mountain, I said aloud, "How long, oh, Lord?" and He said
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"Do not—think—i- - but-^-in-weeks.. Prepare yourself for a

long fast." ArT? r—-did inasmuch as I was not there to

dispute with thp but to follow His understanding of the

path I should-4. i' ■=And> in truth, the fasting grew easier; I

no longer though/ C*1 food^arid I shielded myself from the sun

in the middle oi g/yday and even came to love the taste of

water and the forgotten wisdom of the rocks, at

least when they W&^.cold at night. And the chill of the air

in the middle of night was cold indeed for me, for no

warmth came from Mn reflection of the rock once the warmth of

the sun had depain--the dark. And no plants grew on the

summit of thermo -: < > in where I stayed.

And in the ’ nJ week I had visions of King David^my
h-t /■'" 7 ' I’’I'"' /f,'.; ;

r awcestOTy-d3ut=I“.~^..of.-him. ton.mvch^for"!kriew^iie-»• J

had committed a sin, although I could not recall the

one, but I did ^-1 (“that in earlier days in the land of

Gibeon, the Lord appear to Solomon in a dream by night and
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I asked: "Wha^ jj^all I give thee?"

And Solomon Implied, "Thou hast shown unto Thy servant

my father, (:->eat mercy and Thou hast kept for him this

u^Oat kindness tAaf>. Thou hast given him a son, myself, to sit

his throne, bu»^ oh, Lord, my God, I am but a little child

! know not how to out or come in and Thy servant is in the

PM.
ifejjst of Thy peep/*5 whom Thou hast chosen a great people that

iMianot be number^ nor counted for multitude. Give therefore

servant an uM-iv-standing heart to judge Thy people that I

discern betv/«ip\ good and bad for who is able to judge

^is, so great fS. fifople?"

And I recal/f-^ that this speech so pleased the Lord that

&-r-rl said unto him: ''Because thou hast not asked for thyself a

A.’ > 'ig life nor for riches nor begged me for the life of thine

(gt*|emies, but hast asked for understanding and discernment in

^^gment, then, behold, I have given thee a wise and

LMderstanding heart, for there were none like thee before
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thee, Solomon, (?i 1> A\either after thee shall any arise like

unto thee."

to Jerusalem ar.(l the wisdom when (two mothers disputedy

And then f.'-yVe him all that Solomon had not asked for,

both riches anci ^^■’ts until there were no kings like him in

those daysx- Fgl -\.-tu.dL was a dream Solomon awoke from and went
J

before him over # hi Id, eseh—elaiming^the-,-babc--father own,

-Solomon- had the lorn to resolve the issue by saying he would

utake .his— sword  «i-ever the babe in two so that each mother

could possess ?ilf, whereupon one could ask: where is the

Jew who does nc . Ar.’jw' that the true mother's bowels yearned

upon her son arie? pointed to the other woman and said,

"Give her the and in no wise slay it." Solomon had

great wisdom therft. showed to God, but now I heard the voice

of the Lord in my g’ar saying, "I will not give thee the riches

and honors of Sol^swon because he did not keep My commandments

in the riches and honors I gave himand has failure
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made him wisergA all menAnd again I thought of the

-stroke of-therstT^df Solomon knowing it would separate truth

firxan—unteruthT-—- — ~igh-, —like Solomonthe spirit would be my 7

swurtt:---- r^t^aS^God -said -into..my-.ear., and tKa words

'i t*
^went right into spirit which hovered about my empty stomach

- and permeated : --sting {flesh, . the Lord whispered into my

ear: "Solomon three thousand proverbs and his songs

were a thousand five. He knew the cedar tree in Lebanon

and the hyssop , springest out of the wall. He could speak

of beasts and S>{'^?’'..<1 and of creeping things and of fishes and

all people came- hear the wisdom of Solomon and all the

kings of the Indeed, King Solomon exceeded all the

kings of the e&H^- for riches and for wisdom. And kings

brought him sil/ez., ivory, apes and peacocks. But," said the

Lord in my ear, ‘%'AMg Solomon loved many strange women: the

daughter of and the women of the Moabites, the

Ammonites, the ^^ i.tes, the Sedonians and the Hittites.
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Women of all the nations concerning which I had said unto the

children of Israel, 'Ye shall not go in to them, neither shall

they come in to you. For surely they will turn away your

heart after their Gods.1 But Solomon cleaved unto these women

and he had seven hundred wives and princesses and three

hundred concubines and so these wives turned away his heart.

For it came to pass when Solomon was old that his heart was

not perfect with Me. So," said the Lord, "I will not give you

riches and you will never tarry with a woman or you shall lose

the Lord." And it was then I knew in the midst of my fast

that he had given me Solomon's sins on which to meditate and

that was an advantage Solomon had not had. And I was so empty

-ag^usieak without food that indeed I had no desire for a woman,

-T. whohad lived without the strong light of carnal desire .-For -

wem-en for all of my thirty years. So I was not at odds with

the Lord's decision and was content to forgiven the wisdom of

Solomon without the sins. And my fast continued.
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s .of Baal .ad—a

they ^had made a sacrifice of a bullock and.jaried (aloud

1^/
and lacerated themselves with knives and lances

4# djPitey r$t-\4
intilblood

I dreamed(of Elijah's contests with the prophets of Baal

and that he was the equal of more then forty /prophets df Baal

sacr.i f i c.e _nf^. the—bil l -loc-k—i n th e evening, but no voice

<th«m and the God Baal did not speak. -And (then Elijah

the altar of the Lord the thugs of Baal had torn down

answered

repaired—

and took

twelve stones for the tribes of the sons of Jacob, saying

"Israel shall be thejname." And with those stones he built an

altar in the name of the Lord and made a trench about the

altar. And put wood in order and cut the bullock into pieces

-and—ilaid.'the raw flesh o'n (the wood and told his followers to 

fill four barrels with water and pour it on the sacrifice and

they did, and a second time and a third, zar,^ water ran all

4/ iI' ?
around the-water into^l trench he had dug around the altar.

And in tiie moment, in the depth of the moisture oC; the
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thesacrifice on the altar, before the prophets of Baal and

the

Andand Thou hast turned their heart back again.Lord God

up the water

to the Lord

all the prophets of Baal with the sword and wandered

which became a heaven black withno larger than a man's hand,

clouds and winds followed by a great

wildernesstraveled into the beneath a juniper treeand sat

Lord that he mightand requested the

twenty-eighth of my fast, feeling weak but without hunger^day

must be close to those whow'^-re ready to go assumed that I

into heaven or to fall below and I remember the prayer of

U^il
in the wilderness and saw a little cloud arise out of the sea

Lord, hear-mej ^hat this people may know that Thou art

die. And,'I .on the

me, O

in the trench. And after such service

rain. And Elijah

of the Lord ^Ec=l~l and consumed the burned sacrifice

prophets of Israel, ^evening camejand Elijah said, "Hear

and the .stones and tfee^dust-=and licked

the fire

the ,wood

that was

Elijah, for he said, "It is enough now, Lord. Take away my
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I'^ge; I am not beff’gr than my fathers." But then an angel of

Lord gave him food and on the strength of the meat he went

'/ribo Mount Horeb, ^/ue mount of God^and lived on the strength

that meat for ,-f3>~ty days and forty nights. And behold the

4fi>fd passed by jiA A great and strong wind and rent the

tijcsantains and in pieces the rocks before the Lord but

Lord was not t?v the wind. And after the windand 1 ' ■ f

f Lt
Earthquake, for---- ■ Lord was not in the earthquake, and after

earthquake 4. 4//e, but the Lord was not in the fire. And 

<3{ter the fire, Mill small voice, and it was so when Elijah

^It^rd it that h> pped his face in his mantle and went out

QA- tM
il^d stood in the SiAtry room of the cave. And lo, there eaente"'

£! voice unto hiifA ft/isaid, "What dost thou hear, Elijah?"

" 1 I '' ' ' ■ > ■ ■
And it was that I -=&ea=3?frzed/-that I was dreaming in

Jpver and I was Elijah but merely remembering some of the

\x>t>rds of the concerning Elijah, and I nodded my head

and knew that jMr would/also^bej for forty days and forty 
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nights. And I remembered that the Lord had also said unto

Elijah: "I have seven thousand left me in Israel, all the

knees which have not bowed unto Baal, and every mouth which

hast not kissed him." And so passed the first four weeks of 

my fast.

And I thought upon the wisdom of Isaiah for the prophets

, -i,were much around me in rny-'-fas.t> Elijah and Elisha, Isaiah and

k
Daniel and Ezephiel, and the meat that left my bones was

rendered back into the knowledge of all I shd learned in the

school of my youth and I recalled their words as if they were

AS-*'
my own and saw the wisdom of their instructionf .So .the seven

<N- (?
thousand good Jews who had been left to Elijah explained to™me

why Isaiah had said, "The Lord of Hosts had left unto us a

very small remnant" and I took a vow

ttee-^remnant that ,lived the

that I would not desert

irn su&h a remnant txuaxH1

cBututhose were the words of the prophets,and I was yet to
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pious,

ferings of rams and the fat of fed beasts 

deligh

goats.

ofabomi

asse

g. ,Your new moons and your appointed feast my soulmeet

hat

ater

c_p.ious'*and they might be of more worth in their saving

They are trouble unto Me; I am weary of such fare."

Bring no more vain oblations; incense is an

the strongest words of Isaiah, who said, "I am full of 

lies I cannot away with; it is iniquity, even the solemn 

ation to me; the new'moons and sabbati}£,the callings 

not in the blood of bullocks or o ams or of he-

learn that I would love sinners more than I would love the

burnt o

especially if one would speak of those who sinned with a light

in their eye t^a±==^^=sueh^^^ne=.-ha^to--f-argive-ieveh—when^"'

<«Jthey_^s±eaL. baci.—inte—a4n, for that light^ in._their_. eye, I—,

was-yet—te^undetstand,, belonged to the eye of God. But for

now, full of the wisdom of Isaiah, I thought of the remnant
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and I quoted his to myself:

; ‘/For thoughLue»«te©=*teh-e=r.emFi a

Thy people Israe^ as the sand of the sea, yet a remnant of 

them shall returiy/'/ And there in my fast in the fiftjy week 

undertake when t/w 4ord gave me permission to eat again and I 

and nigh unto th^ ,£|i.xth week, full of the spirit of Isaiah, I

would repeat his zu^lngs'in preparation for the mission I must 

could go down fr<£w^ the mountain.

So I would aloud and repeat it aloud by the hour,

speaking even infe he eye of the sun until my eyes burned and

I was obliged to yiturn to the shade. I pondered

the prayers 1 IjiAsttld use with sinners and knew I would tell

them^ i®—Isaiah: "Your hands are full of blood.

Wash you, make y^y -lean; put away the evil of your doings

from before Mine <?^s; cease to do evil; learn to do well;

seek judgment, r^i/’Cve the oppressed, judge the fatherless,

plead for the wi^w^. Come now and let us reason together,
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I could see’/tu'ii| before me, and hear my own voice as it 

eth the Lord/ /would say to them. And than would add,

Utp^vld yet be utth , "Yes," I

^jns be as scarjje/^ they shall

they be red lik< ^finson, they

would say^tee—W*em, "though your

be as white as snow; though

shall be as wool, if tje be

willing and ob<£^/</, ye shall eat the good of the land: but 

if you refuse <frebel, you shall be devoured with the

sword." And^¥t,-^-c^s--a Tine I did not know 7 af< 

.apr- how to constiL^ the wisdom, since T abhorred the sword.

fly c
Having known it/ witn rhe chisel and the saw and the 

their swords itfi’.'J; /plowshares and their spears into pruning 

nations, and sh/^: rebuke many people; and they shall beat 

women. But then J$sl(tah, said, "He shall judge among the 

axe.ao fine inst^v«4arf/^ for the flesh of wood, I could not

comprehend the /=cy of the sword upon the flesh of men and 

neither shall ti#<y^£arn war any more. The loftiness of man

hooks. Natiop^ not lift up sword against nation, 
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shall be bowed down, and the haughtiness of men shall be made

low; and the Lord alone shall be exalted in that day; and the

idols He shall utterly abolish. He shall go into the holes of

the rock and into the caves of the earth. The wolf also shall

. sh^p!'1 dwell with the lamb and the leopard shall lie down with

the kid; and the calf and the young lion and the fatling

together; and a little child shall lead them. The earth shall

be full of the mouth of the Lord as the waters cover the sea."

And it was the fortieth day} affitd the Lord said to me as

evening came, "Tomorrow you may step down from the mountain

and take food," and I knew a great hunger at his words, as if

all I had not eaten in forty days *ssjs there in the opening :nf-'

'■fair
my stomach to remind me of thdss? sacrifice,. T<t was a hunger

unlike the absence of hunger for the last thirty-five of these

forty days, but even as I was living with such new appetite,

the Lord also said, "Tonight, hewvepr, you catf remain on the

mountain for a visitor will speak to you.
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And I do not know what understanding was between Them,

A■for the visitor soon arrived, and was as handsome as a prince

and as well dressed with ^tjold bracelets and a gold ornament on

a gold chain about his neck, and in the gold ornament was the

face of a ram, more bestial yet more handsome than any ram I

had seen. And the hair of this prince was a^long as my

own and w^L-l--,:?omhod..and lustrous and he was beautiful^ he was

a man of such beauty as many a prince and king would 5^?^"> t V t’

-relinquish their' kingdom if that were alrerrat^was1 needed to

receive such beauty. And I recalled one thought apart from

all others that had come to me in the middle of my fast, and I

- y < ■' ' ' _ .. L ..... ' - U
t" that—land^without boundary between mis wisdom and my

believe .jit my own thought and not from the lips of John

the Baptist, or i-t“majy^hava been the Lord instructing me in

understanding that ^n themiddle of the night I hoard, - or/ said

to myself, "The devil is the most beautiful creature God ever

made." And though the visitor who had come to see me^dressed 
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•£ieeat-M.-i-ng- the ;

like a pri)\£e hyies of velvet, purple as the late evening

with ta cro n ti_—js as golden as the sun, icould be no other 

and indeed he ‘i-<' ^Introduced himself, as Satan, aiso="known as

Lucifer and, fehr-(^y?l-: f,.- (, trP <• ?•; if ij-.

: -Ji'p.-saw .the - light that was in my eye Iron)

is first words, as he

■^nedded^and spo^e 4-6 me, with^a-iohutif u-1- smiley were to this 

effect: "Do you " he asked, "how the prophet Isaiah met

his death?"

And when I overcome with silence for I had not seen the

Devil approach, nor was certain of how he could stand so 

easily before me, now heard him say: "He was killed by a

Jewish king, the pagan Manasseh, cohort of Amon. He was a

vassal of Assyria, was Manasseh, and a bad Jew for—h-e wished

dt-
to destroy the religion of his fatherland sent out ^rders that

Isaiah,,a fine noble Jew of much culture eahad lived with
\ r * X r fl

comfort in the city, must) ho hunted like an animal. And~so
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it in half with

you know?" said the Devil.

Gods as in men," hecAadViien I

founds the officers of Manasseh discover

U8**'1 ■
Isaiah /therein,,, manner he died. Did

concealment in the hollow, Zorought a swcrd to the tree and cut 

said no,he laughed. "In

Isaiah was tracked down in the wilderness^anc^:

desperation-he. looked to find a tree wi-ib hollow large

h
enough for a man to stand within the hollow, and there he was

this

which

replied, "knowledge is but the part of a part."

4-’
©ut I was ill and weakened further but these words, than

/ \
any deprivation of the fast and I  fcl-t-che- d<=aeh of Isaiah and'

/—jj'tn.lernhle pain in the emptiness in the depth of my stomach, 

and would have been ill but for the pride not to show weakness 

before the Devil.

He, however, kept speaking. "That manner in which Isaiah 

was obliged to meet his death need leave you nothing to fear,^" 

huweuer-/3' he said, "since you are not a prophet but the Son 
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indeed, the Soft | /)-pd do you comprehend that to my knowledge,

'fix'-'1 -
which is not sik\ ^the Lord has performed an act of a new

sdrt=-and ^nuch i&blf contemplated upon?"

Upon whici^ bar-efry—a—br-eath-~&cr---pause, he looked at

me charmingly, ‘rs^f'hen he—-Laoked—u-psn—me- fondly^and his eyes,

wh£cn=wel'e~-as dutriV as <marblc-,. black marble, although there

uJ> ci L < A tfV • t ■ z'Z'. - -7
were lights in^_. ^_ycs like stars,/he said, "Are you hungry?

Do you need dri^-fe^1/ And he brought forth a jag'” of wine and a

leg of lamb., well*-Cooked, which I would/have &a4d—was—rrot—*
' t'

beneath his robes <>#^HJwW®@=s»S8»£¥it he produced them. And upon 

■trrirs—he approaches/^e so closely that I could net—o-rrky breathe 

in the spirit of wine and the gravies of the lamb^fest ^the

, $ Hi.
smell of the Devi'S Aimself, &t—leasfe-aa-iI -could perceive it

Id
through no small cloud of perfume th®-t“iTe=h“ad^put-upon his 

e odor that(nonetheless, a

neck, his armpits and in the folds of his robe, but
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my appetite^!ike the savory that comes-moment—in-my—hi

oven wke-K .pood long roasted is r.c?/ ready for thefrom an

smiled aga-i-n (and said,And he, ££<ing my~hesitation,table.

-i-nee=t;hoU"4ae-forneed of me"But of

these stones to be brea<^need only commandthe Son of God,

’-sueh - fashiori-^and; werethose words I kne\^

mefins~yniig Fateh e-r-has "eretrted a= surprise for me,- a;

garment is jaet as s/ean as would befit you.

I answered, W/Vt;>n shall not live by bread alone, but by

every word that pj^ceedeth out of the mouth of God." And

course,

! Cf^~-
from the mouth of($»,d, for J heard what they seven as I

l ■/-

was understanding what/I "had said.

’oceeded in

Although 3y>^ha.ue been in the desert,’so long that your 

"Yet you are the Son of God," repeated the Devil. "That / 5

en <

^■nd (that is pro^p food for c.;

refused the—-!

±high=&Rd—:give——to those who do not wash. And when-’i 
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of theare always eager to tear

cocasions We mee/. 4/k-u/man mss^ be His creation

crown of all Hp/(jaY/Csweated, but I whisper this to you, your

-eand /His creation. "Father. does noi

Him. For, do yen. Why, ^>ur Father and I have 'ahd much

traffic t-ogethe:

doings of the A tell Him penaateddy on those rare

ith Him, at/T am pleased and diverted, and salute

the

L was^ama^ Jjy 1-tee Devil. Ke did not inspire fear but

comfort- JSven a-.-.s=js^»k iWer.e; a sinner in seme canteen drinking

ft-*
much wine while . . . . - bars of the day became beiiny (in my limbs,.

“C"
and^Tsreomed—ot tbe a-i^; T could~‘talk to the Devil,

/ /-

disturbing1' to.

T> 1 t-- -coul^speak .to. h was comfortable. And if his odors, tiera^

ias—because they- were snot-.- entirely

without agreenu^vec - tho desires in my nose. .

sewarfe—te®-pra»g>< that God, thestill /I Jcoulcj n<^.

Lord of the Univ^/fX^ did not understand His creation^ "SS

te z?"
sks^^fflt possibly11 jT^claimed. "He is all-powerful. The 
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heavens an 1 th£ ^kth, the stars and the sun, bow down to

Him."

Now I had

horse unwilling /-c accept the bridle(and—indeed--he—loohed---as.

i_£.^a—bi-te—of ■ i:

but one God amoft^ s®® does not—even have the power to

command His Look to His rages; they are without—

■a on his tongue.

£&***&?
proportion1—and--- — ■ .-mly - to a ' God. He cannot bear 

disobedience, cti ^■ya!ltv, ^Keydwgy^ or differ once'of mind and

L,
spirit froj»\ Hi$ And I tell you^ j»—i i_ 111 heigjjfa^ a

c^->i ■. lr'~ -■'■■ ' ~ " l-,r.•■/•/ l''C i-i
hint of di soBed, .are—te-bc -found in .the joys of life, sot G.

in=its evils."

"No, " (I‘ re>?( itd’,
!V<' A ’

"my Father is ufaek—more -compleM-^tebem—yea.

would hav<?

And Devil, said, "■ifesT-Se^rs-complexy- but^He is not in 

command of Hirns
; ; :'v:

T



comprehend ttie^bea^-itudes^th-at^e-ome^-x-rom^t-he -recognition that

women are creature,# other than men and live with nth er—n o.t-i-Q.n s f

&c 7^j
q£—ieyaity—aud“=-dis".ya-lty7’treachery, and,-.the spirit-of a 1-1--

L\^(f
-J- : tA-^-1. ( A ‘y rfc 1 ■ —-'T'uC kLxr-=— , .,

that—is—hatefulon His prophets ssoEncd-.rasen-aM1 they

, Jro i ’Oec-b*?
speak for Him. Lc;;^a^ your Isaiah' wtiow^as^.cut-in"haif-white'-

<’ ■ II. 7 i-.: ’■ ■
he hnddioH <w -the—e -treer:---- St«i&ayt>- IL axx JHia nyayts

Uxearx/-
—»-i.t. weli. ‘Because the daughters of Zion are haughty and walk

with stretched-forth necks and wanton eyes, walking and

mincing as they go, and making a tinkling with their feet:

/a 42 J
therefore the Lord will smite with a -scab the crown of the

head of the daughters of Zion, and the Lord will discover

their secret parts—1 MByless," said the Devil, "than their

secret parts. I»n-tha±—day.,Ji.c.ontinued-the=Dev-ii, speaking in

Isaiah1 "‘The Lord will take away th-e-brav-er-y-:of: their

tinkling ornaments about their feet-.ar.d their attires like the

moon, the bracelets and the bonnets, the ornaments of the



legs, the earrings, the rings and the nose-jewels, the fine
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linen, the hoods and the veils. And it shall come to pass

that instead of sweet smell there shall be stink; and instead

of a girdle, a rent; and instead-c-5 well-set hair, baldness

and boning,and instead of beauty.' 1 And=^fch.e2=7=H=said^tfaA=s=»

Devi-1-^—"-as-i-fi—Isaiah-,to.-plhis master, must go even

£urther-r-there is-the line added: "The men shall fall to the p*

sword-and-she- being desolate shall sit upon

A Kll-j ( 7 1 r' k. V";'
"Perhaps he-was speaking of the nation

the ground. -—-r

of Zion," I said,

"■rather than the women."

t 
"No," the Devil-replied . "He pretended to

speaking of the nation of Zion but He meant the women.

■ ■’
-said the-Bev-i-1-,--"He uses the spirit and the poetry of the

prophet . Xsaulah—to-carry -His^mearmess'. Listen^±n_hcw-.He would.

_cal4-y--His o2wn:jTa.feLonh 'For the indignation of the Lord is

upon all nations, -adti His fury upon all their armies: He hath

utterly destroyed them, He hath delivered them to the
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shall come up their carcasses and the mountains shall

lae’ melted with blood. 1

of—men^—yet He is vengeful

Is own heart is caked with the bloode===k hearts of

those He has .'Slaughtered and His/sentiments are choked with

poured upon u.ts 4*©m on High. 1

us from on ** .iff y»Wir .miooAeny 4L ■lU"ryuUll 'LdbR."
^<5 %><*<> y

> o z. ■— vj -' (J—- 1 -----------
[ins vengeful mart, .•.;.";u-r Fathex.y/sends you forth to improve the

"But when," 1 the Devil, "will the Spirit be poured

^t_yond measure. palaces will be forsaken, 1 said Isaiah,

^‘/ie forts and tg?kXi/£ shall be dens forever, until the Spirit

slaughter. Thg^l^ sl^in also shall be cast out and their stink

Inchoate He YS; not all-powerful^. His failures burn in His

1 f g-Vcthf €<’j/f3
ry.cart, and He has that aristocracy of spirit that_-_enbl-es

jf-im to say, •LS^-h-- ■. lost (in a good fight.'

. • L V ---- K v . ,
curses He haj -sJe upon women. pretend^'to revile

^j.-ej/usalem, but Lf. women,He curses, and H^^speaks.-ip u



99

the mirror as

.eard them the Lord l-/tell me your Father does

ces/as if it were

!»er, .-in_one—fashion above' His rages

4^3-^—" ... ,
—-^fehn—.o-uth- -of- -•‘-■h s -praphat:

never accomplish their

6^4 <~1£>
with the wealth and

'• / f - - ‘ . .not adore women Ar > hate the power they possess to entice Him.

i/ ^Tr~ <?<-€>
are mighty^ and——-Ttes-truet-i

--------;i cxy U. Vi- . LA'-'.vX. J -^ ■

.If. Listen-to,these words of Ezei

The. mpaL.sure_.pf_ His rage, is in the wealth._of His admiration

But listen born the-.navel -wos~not cut-;}

do any of

outwas cast

from the day

ownybloqd, I .said unto thee when thou wast in thy blop'd,

salted, nor/swaddled at all, rone I pity thee to

And when I passed by thee and sa thee polluted |in/'thy

these unt thee, toRtave compassion upon thee; I/

neither wast thou washed in vat.er bp suckle thee; thou was not

pen field for the loathing of thy person

thou st born

in the
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; ntn <~h°r? whfvn—th0”—i in H-iy Lluod.'«tdr

-field an^-^tOU'Tt^J^Gvtreased and waxed great and hast come to,,

\ 7'*
-excellent ^vTiithf J Thy breasts are fashioned and thy hair -,

is grown wl;erea.;:-^^□iL-.wast naked and bare. Moqw when I passed > 

by thee, on*/ pen thee, behold, thy time was the time of^^ 

love-; - and spr? uy skirt over thee and oisSBered thy 

, na_kedness=:-=.^Y-ea / swore unto thee and entered into a covenent 

with thee, saith t : e Lord God, and thou becamest mine. Then 

washed I thee with water; yea, I thoroughly washed away thy

blood from thee, I anointed thee with oil. I clothed thee

also in broider^^u*srk, and fine linen, and I covered thee

with silk, with y^^ments, and I |>ut bracelets upon thy hands

and a chaia^ on tl;>y neck, and earrings in thine ears, and a

beautiful crown H^nji thine head. Thou wast decked with gold

and silver; thou /£ dst eat fine flour, and honey, and oil: and

thou wast exce^iAtfly beautiful, and thou didst prosper into



a kingdom. And thu renown went forth among the heathen for
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thy beauty: for it was perfect through my comeliness, which I

put upon thee, saith the Lord God.

" 1 "But thou didst trust in thine own beauty, and played

the harlot because of thy renown, and poured out thy

Xornications on ev^pyone that passed by;

thy-garments thou didst take.,-ar.d decked thy high paisespwith

divers colors, and played the harlot thereupon: T-h.c-.ii-ke

thdngs shall nnt Thou hast also

taken my fair jewels of my gold and of my silver, which I -a-hd

given thee, and made to thyself images of men, and didst

commit whoredom with them, and—tcokast'tnj bxordered garments/

—nd~eoMex£GL..tllWt, and thou hast set mine oil and mine incense

before them. My meat also which I gave thee, fine flour, and

oil, and honey, wherewith I fed thee, thou hast even set it

before them for a sweet savor: and thus it was^**—

Lord: God.’7"Moreover thou hast taken thy sons and thy 
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daughters, whom f'/vact hast borne unto me, and these hast thou

sacrificed unto them to be devoured. Is this of thy whoredoms

a small matter, that thou hast slain my children, and

O
delivered them to "nrmrM4~h"m pass through fire Jfer^-tehem2=.

And in all thine abominations and thy whoredoms thou hast not

remembred the days of thy youth, when thou wast naked and

bare, and wast polluted in thy blood. And it came to pass

after all thy wickedness— woe, woe unto thee," saith the Lord

God, "that thou hast also built an eminent place, and hast

made thee a high place in every street. Thou hast built thy

high place at every head of the way, and hast made thy beauty

■
to be abhorred, and hast opened thy feet to every one that

passed by, and multiplied thy whoredoms. Thou has?! also

comitted fornication with the Egyptians, thy neighbors, great

of flesh; and hast increased thy whoredoms to provoke me to

anger. Thou hast played the whore also with the Assyrians 

because thou wast insatiable; yes, thou hast played the harlot 



with them, and yetewfest not be satisfied. Thou hast

moreover multiplied thy fornication in the land of Canaan unto

Chaldea; and yet thou wast not satisfied therewith. How weak

is thine heart- jitMgu thou doest all

these things, the work of an imperious and whorish woman; tn-

tha f Liiuu "btrildest-“-th±ne eniment place in the head of every

way, and makest thy high place in every street; and hast not

been as a harlot, in that thou scornest hire; but as a wife

committeth, which taketh strangers instead of her husband!

Sfeey. give gifts to all whores: But thou givest thy gifts to

all thy lovers, and hirest them, that they may come unto thee

on every side for thy whoredom."

•"Wherefore, 0 harlot, hoa^t-h-o-wcrd--<>f~t-hc^Lor-d*.“.-=Thus.

s.aith-th.e._Lord Ctd. -'-^Because filthiness was poured out, 

and thy nakedness discovered through thy whoredoms with thy 

lovers, and with all the idols of thy abominations, and by the 

blood of thy children, which thou didst give unto them, 
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behold, therefcvCy I will gather all thy lovers, with whom

thou hast taken ^Asure, and all them that thou hast loved,

with all them thou hast hated; I will even gather thenQ

round about agaix/s^- thee, and will discover thy nakedness unto

them, that they p|.;| see all thy nakedness. And I will judge

thee, as women -Vtkrj'l break wedlock and shed blood are judged;

and I will give ■/'ZLc-Sa blood in fury and jealousy. And I will

also give thee their hand, and they shall throw down

thine eniment pla£& and shall break down their high places:

they shall strip Mh^e also of thy clothes, and shall take thy

fair jewels and leave thee naked and bare. They shall also

bring up a company against thee, and they shall stone thee

with stones, and thrust thee through with their swords. And

they shall ijira thy houses with fire, and execute judgments

upon thee in the sight of many women: and I will cause thee to

cease from playing the harlot, and thou shall also give no 

hire any more. So I will make my fury toward thee to rest, 
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and my jealousy 1^. depart from thee, and I will be quiet, 

and will be no angry. Because thou hast not remembered

the days of thy vj£>lth, but hast fretted me in all these

things; behold, "^ivTefore, I will recompense thy way upon thy

head," saith the 4«-<rd God, "and thou shalt nor commit this 

lewdness above at((. Lhine abominations."' Yes," said the Devil

when he had coneI led al-l=tiiis.--Long-spHaah, from the prophet

Ezechiel which-.w-:- -from the words of the Lord, "yes," said the

Devil, "your FatM*<^tel^£ you not to fornicate, but H®s*

language has .the jreek of large desire."

and it was the vo fee of my Father speaking through m-y—throat™

"Stop utterj ttassse pollutions," I--s.-a-id. to the Devil 

But the Devi ( replied: ■Uj5hose-.ane—the Lord.'s wtgds^AS^ 

uttered-,b-¥^the.-_p-,--^-r-^t-- Ezechici- and they are not- mine,. ' Your

Father's tongue 45 as ripe with lust as my own."

Mid—If,, i s___ I was in great confusion for I

knew whereof he Xfprke, and the Lord my Father, had been as
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cruel in His Ion?

Yet I had been sl"{v/ed in my loins, so quiet for so long, .and

my loins were $cirred by the fire of language which is 

phrases belongeaf f& Satan for'-suchCrelish had ■foessaiaken—in—

■the ( debauch of-

how I knew that ^4;|!.e it might be the words of -the—Lord

I1A Cti^t
speaking 

women whc=v;as=£es Jerusalem^

as I=supp‘&3e Satan tac=be p.n his deeds.

Eze^L/^i< the voice in which I had heard such^-fe44

triumphs—and- her .res. jJ

Then the Devil said to me, "I -dessseto have the power to /

a
Tl’diispoi1^-*ft* tteuwgh"1 teh'UJ11 '"tri£y^Safe-offer you visions ei-f.

cgnh ni£k<*y t^gt ynn aro »«■» .longer ('on-th'e surnmiV of "this 7

mountain which—is—without a. name, .hut sjJt-^ith me astride the 

holy city.And—we—were-in ths ,a ir, holding to _a pinnacl-e-of -r

the-Temple. teHst'O’ you come with me?" v.
m 0,99^^

And I .said^yes, for his vision was so powerful that indeed

I saw the city of Jerusalem beneath Qand felt great vertigo

from the height we occupied for ■rt -i-ie.-s ton the highest "



to me, "If
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thou be the son of God, cast thyself down. For at is/not

written/^ s

prophets^ 1 He will give His angels charge concerning thee,

and in their hands they shall bear thee lest at any time thy

dash thy foot against a stone.'"

And .again I felt such-a temptation to jump that. I knew^an

/"abyss was opening for a-li-t-he generations to come who might

stand on a great height and quiver like a blade of grass in fLj-

(f; : VUx ? ■ ■ -
h-i-gh wind .between the leap and the fear of the leap. Soothe

i K
Devil looked at me again with his dark eyes ful-1—of points of

light like stars, and I knew he was promising quick extinction

and* extraordinary glory. "To stay with your Father

?1 is to work for Him and to be used until one

is used altogether, as is John the Baptist, your cousin

And—f—jOTew~he~meant..his. _o£fer, for i-f==my—extinction wouTa=
C^> (Z? 1/^3'J?

<as--even "you- can see,-- he has not long to live. Jum
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cu-f 2. ' f &Zr r *e*fi*H Ufc#w«*
be quick,yso would be the glory of my return. And I could

dliA
hear .his argument for taking the leap, although he did not

tf~ C>t^-
■even have to utter ^jword. And I was amazed by how far he had

entered into as if fon .now I could live in the

Devil'ts-mi-nd.^ or^-in -apportion of it at least, since I knew his

S c L\ ( /~
^words=, even when he did not utter fchen, and he was telling me
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■
'-for he-‘"-was-feHing—mo=-that-he—eou-l-d—offer-a> (life of joy and

"Concupiscence is mine!" cried

Satan the silence we inhabited, and indeed, ~E-rsaw in that

instant^that—the-greed he brouyhi_ (forth products of great

No," said the Devil, ,'tdorr,4t:@ven piss Erfil

on days that are not

I understood then

that the devil could possess me only if I died.since so long

buttons of turd appropriate to a goat w
'"n JKj-CL

as I lived I was the Son of God hut once shattered at the
r

power and rich aroma. HY.ou-need-only/ smell/"their pits," said

the Devil aloud, "for they are so much richer than those

cheeks of your friend John who will not shit on

tarries a small hoe to cover his leavings

the Sabbath." Blit these were pply words.

the Sabbath.

bottom of the leap, the Devil could arrange

And ^as—if—I—was. indeed, hearing-his-words> he (^>pened- his lips

t ? ' ■; ■ ■_ ‘V/.- /. ■ --4. /. - ’
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keep up with all who are born each dayi sisss^ldistractTIim 

constantly."

And I said^te^biw, "It is also written, 'Thou shalt not 

tempt the Lord thy God.*" But again I did not know if I spoke

PM* bc:> ■
of my own will although imy Father h^d -placed—such^wjorids _.in,^y»»

^vision fie:Then

the kingdoms of the world to the

north, the east, the south and the west and I saw glories annd- 

were promises that need not necessarily be kept and I said,

Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God and Him only shalt thou

serve."

w /It'3' pe’ j-.-’ <
"Get thee hence, Satan,, fior_JLhj~s-;i—tno^

that vision^he showed me all

again the Devil took ,me up—i:

Ia.
to an exceedingly high mountain and I would have shivered wittl

was o®4$« a vision. Aweb-yet,in

concupiscence and joy, but ,in parade so fast that I knew these 

sncw if it had been the peak

ye K
gt/y surrounded with snow, but it

of a true summit for we_vere./



And at that moment

if dohsd wounded him with a spear and he left

a cry like
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a wild goat as

and behold I had

unto me and

bathe my eyes.

Then in the morning I/came down from the mountain and

another vision of angels who came to minister

returned on—my.

■hile no brigands

think -©£ them for I knew that Iattacked
3

to Nazareth. That was a long slow roadI

took, for the next day and a-;.~-lf, '•!

was much exercised,ifhad boer. in a terrible combat with

the Devil, and my breath was foul in my nostrils.

feel that I ahd escaped free for(in rejecting him

scraped and amputated of many faculties, even as a boat that

is ready to sink in a storm willcargo over the side and

even the spare sail and mast. So did I have no desire rat—a-l-l-

and—less—than—ever- for a—woman upon whom I could act once I

?—had—come -away— from-tha-t-^surgeorr-'wi-th Satan, sw>ae=hp too, like

my Father, had the power to punish if one would reject him.



Yetj I-was-f ar=Tron{ distraught, '/or as I marched^ I?".<-;

recite^ the words of Isaiah *and .John the-Rripti fit, wa^muah—*

^my—-thoughts: "Unto us," I declared, "a child is born; unto us

a son is given; and the government shall be upon his

shoulders; and his name shall be called wonderful, counselor,

the mighty God, the everlasting Father, the prince of peace."

And if I were not large enough for any of those words, and

supposed that God had chosen me for his son because I was'the

men, and not extraordinary,-‘butf at the center of

their small virtues and weak habits, then if I could increase

full recognition thafc—Ha.--ha4»n9W/^iv^yr td ‘ffisy

■: •’> perhaps the world of men and even the world of women of which

I knew so little might increase and multiply in virtue.
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^Negsti-xa-pteer

Now it was in this wise that I---hea-rd—wliat^h'<^—happened to •

John;-the -Bapti-st.-. _^for- when I returned to Galilee and entered

Nazareth and returned to the house where I lived with Joseph

me and much relievedand Mary, so my rather was there to greet 

because in all the forty and more days that I had been gone, 

she had supposed at—first that I was on a misst©h with my

cousin but then she—teach heard terrible 'news of John/*' ,,Zt had 

come to pass while I was on the mountain that Herod Antipas, 

zthe son of Herod the mighty 'king and tetrarch of Israel -who"

had=^-died=a-fter murdering Mariamne his wife whom he loved and 

who sat with him or were in his-room, that was worse than the

Ot-vt
died ,an old man whose breath had^ stench-'toy—the’1*word^ot-.all™ 

his two sons whom he also loved and had slaughtered a^-i the

cuildren of fern-el who were born on the day I was born and had



arid so he shut John up in prison and—tfwt: was where he was

.nd so I knew that theeotrird notnow, and

leave Nazareth and begin to preachhad come

place of

I left for Capharnium, which is on the Sea of Galilee

and Nephthalim, for still I was thinking of Isaiahof Zab

hexhad died, and he had written that "by way of theand of how

sea beyond

in darkness saw a great light and for them which sat in teh

shadow of death, light is sprung up," and so I chose Capernium

which is on the Sea of Galilee into which it is

also a great lake, the Capernium was placed

as the prophet had written, on the borders of Zabulon and

Jordan, Galilee of the gentiles, the poeple who sat

flows, for

river Jordan. And

terror that John might cause the people to rise against him,

•dead,/ and his son, Herod Antipas,ythe Tetrarch

breath of any !.■

time

before



;to Nazareth, thar-e^as. a marriage

the tA./lrd day after

—have.his ..disciples- with him] and in the ■m-ii'et

^even among all the fc.r

^^taxe.no wine.

And /there was that in her voice to tell me that the

this wedding^,

■whieh—is—the—same as to say for we both knew tha1' a nuptial

my mother paid to me, "They tlr(

p pc.';
spirit of happiness was' abo’ut to depart

in the place of &'na -which—was near to my home in Galilee, and

my mother was—th—and asked me to come, -eves. arrived^

with—a—few~of~my-disciples [not- to myself—maybe he^ should 1^ot-'
(/t < " _J g. - L. a (rrg>c*t MttyanZ

Jiol-low /the happiness of early love. So I thought to try

powers .which—were—new and. had...n.ev-E-r-bejie ^xercised, and Sod.*1

was with me, ^fo-r-out of water I was able to make wine by

taxe.no


the beginning doth falcr forth good wine, rand' when men have well

drunk, then that. (Is pre:

Galilee, ,a-lth

scatter -ehc's store of miracles to perform.

was there to whisperjvj^i my thoughts, "Even as a

‘7 '

And that was the begin.ni.ng, of my miracles (inCana of

barrel that-is overflowing with honey oaa-ha> emptied, so can

0^ M4ZPZT /l-a^i my
thinking„ (the fira

f££.iis,t had tasted this water which-was madethe r-ul^r/ of the 41

wine, he bridegroom4 arji^aidJbo^hj,m..z "Every ma^n

And when

thou hast

14
 S-1
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John the Baptist •fnared f in

against him,rise

tn and' ■ that was where he was

had come

;s—And—i—thsugiFtplace of John who had suffered fa*

Sea of Galilee,-

Zabulon and Nephthaliiu, ;for still I was thinking of Isaiah

breath of-aay-4-"i"w<~Kniny. t-hwy hqd pnrfflintp»n^.>H»

st leave Nazareth and begin to preach in

now, and ®eetd not Zoe rescued^ And so I knew that the time

terror that John might cause- the people to

war a^gaiiei^fHerod Ahtipas,ythe Tetrarcti*/
/•*>

S/Stf

Ml

A . \
(and of how he had died, sr.d he had written that "by way of the

iw Qjieptf
sea beyond Jordan, ;Galilee of the gentiles, the poeple who sat

in darkness saw a great light and for them which sat in teh

z,
shadow of death, light is sprung up," and so I chose Capernkum

- 1 P V '-i ■ ’ ' .< ' - ' • '
which is on,the Sea of Galilee infeokfhleh-f lows, for it is 

-a-lsoagreatlakej—fehe—river-JordanAnd Capernium was placed

as-^he-prophethad written, on the borders of Zabulon and

■£.l<

£
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ffepUnfadi-m-.^
IMIS'S

First, however, I thought to begin with a—most jnbdest

( *-•£. •—(? . • cetfort .fnr-I-kne'w'---t-hat my tongue did not have the facility of

» 1 ■ • . . ......my hands which—eou-id—hew wood a®d=®hieieil=“Tnt©""Tte“arra“T!ra^B ’

...fittings of. a=iine-joint, but that my tongue was still new and
<44*. A. -ft M < l

ceu-ld—only be brilliant^/when the Lord offered me speeches/^^

^But £for myself, my jfords. were often lame ap if- I-ahd an -

affliction. And so I thought to ease t-he^ii'iuii or^sepech by

commencing in Nazareth where some, at least, would know me.

And sa» I went to the synagogue ome-day and began to preach but

■ ■
■ali'i remember of all I said ik "Repent, for the Kingdom of

'( Ci A-
Heaven is at hand." And although it was in the temple and

; t*> TH** ’-K' a- ; ; i ?•/
a ■ -

none would laugh at me in such a place, kJ felt ^jge laughter

creep out of their feet like an invasion of mice, a-nd—i-f-—ihcre^ 

/could hear the whispers even before they

made.

.had-been--m-ice-they might .as well have run up my back fc-r^I

felt such shame, anc
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r tie-ard them-say . ' "He speaks like a carpenter from Nazareth,

' .and tel¥ us to repent."

So I knew that I must leave and move (places where I 

was not known for I-.was_^not^the-message so much as tQae words

of God, /and I need merely be true—to—what—I-said-and—be__.

' £a<J#
certain I believed it, and each day I was away from the Devil,

the1 less I his words intervene^’ between the Spirit and my
< ' /

more I felt fct® joy, for by now I would

repudiate xall the Devil had said.-ani—co the more I felt

tongue^ zAnd the

the"

joy that God was my Father and I wr/s his only Son. And if He

yet I would do Him the greatest of honor.had a simple Son,
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the priests and merchants of Nazareth, had (■been in the

Temple in Jerusalem when I was twelve, and no words had come

understand

that my heart was still bruised as if rocks had torn
Lt

fallen /f

wberec7l„,WQuld preach-next, Capernaum, I came to

halting., to my tongue, ^the inspiration of the Lord vias^in my

pke-wggjL >
veins, ajid(now^as I walked the road Nazareth to £tee=-teswrf

spoken te=~.e--foi’ his words against my Father, had-been

that high place assnSSGtei where the Devil had

powerful that the conviction of my limbs had not been in my

wcrds^for ithe Devil had taught me to believe, that while God

might be my Father, we were not allied as parent and son in

manyvef our sentiments^-t^a-b I was too gentle in my

were so.-_£ull .of^a rage that destroyed1 multitudes, and I knew

understanding ifid/ to obey the orders of the Almighty/

..tince,, as the Devil had said, He was vengeful. And yes-,

/-junders±ood(j'<that I had never felt great nearness to even 



-s£^-little of that.

onthe Devil

of

thefell heavily, as if a giant had thrown me tofoot,

the road, which -wa=s=a=n=-aot most unusual, £dx\T was lithe

118

[&fhad-n&t^deferid^ while

idcked Him. ' But that point-, I stumbled
J A " l-.fi ')

That

1 r, — a

i-t^' my ear, and it' said:

choose not to utter a word-^-O- not L.eii^owhen Lucifer is

Ct,-^1 -
alone with (tT man or inciting a woman. Butj 5 ganvfrell you now

-the words of the prophets are not My words but theirs, even

when they speak in My name."

"Then how do they dare " I thought.

To which the voice of the giant who had me to the 

ground grew softer and said, "They are honest but full of

passions that command them to excess."

I wished to ask if this was due to the work of the Devil 

but I did not dare. And so I only said, "My Lord, I am well



after f irs-t—speech- :he -failure^.
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And the Lord said to me, 'iMoses-adso' sa'icr, ( ' O Lord, I am

^4_L.Ax tt

not eloquent^ «5=>»m slow of speech^with a slow tongue, 1 and I

told him as I tell you, Who made man's mouth? Or--w-h o~ma-k.es.

__ )

the dumb or the deaf or the seeing or the blind? Am I not the

< • ■ "
Lord? Now therefore, go, and I will be with thy mouth adn I

will teach thee what thou shalt say. As with Samuel the

prophet, I will feet none of your words fall to the ground."
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disposed toward "

It cfC':' -
"You are t©tf tv'ell disposed," He told me. ^-You (will learn

that ©ikl-y a frac^t^ are worth'saving."

With that of the ^rl=l uncertainty I ebd 

I shall

will do 

said to Eae^rife-sj^^ll<My words ttewte I shall speak unto thee,

receive in thine l/eqtrt and hear with thine ears. Then^go.,. get

thee tQi-t-hem, uHr& 4he children of thy people, and speak unto

them and tell thr--.._jLG-ll them again and again for they are

like stones and to^onal-s-Vi’erdsf so tell them again and
X

again and-agai-n, Mbus saith the Lord God, ' and do not be

concerned with wt<Mer they will hear or whoteh'&r^th^^-ivitbl—-

forbear to hear, Cause words are also My creatures and 

travel through m. routes/-^that if some are slowed by tire

4~~,~rfir,brlr.iiTr gftwLfi^ai>M.ri^aii~- iin ftiiinl i«~f swamp, others strain 

mightily to climb walls of rock that separate them from



understanding."

120

And at that point even as I came to my feet, I felt the

d- be the. glory of the Lord froit.His- 

heeard the noise of living creatures who flew

dissolved the -greater partuep lifted me up and tak-en--=mc-;

of all in me tehatM^as lacking in faith and the‘h~~d of the

about me all invisible, but I could hear their wings touch zone

'-thousand X3f chariots, a noise of great rushing .came to me as

another and the sound of the wheels of a thousand upon'-another

Spirit lifting me even further so that my heart was high

joy^^and^this^^was-dLhe—first—juy I
It Lt.

fasting. But? I hear behind. Ke.,_and--a-io—voice, was full;..pf .a* A .. . « k

if from the other side of a hill, and so I knew the Spirit had

with

Lord was strong upon me.

a_lpn.g_p.i-lg-r-image fux- I had had to descend from the hills of - -<=•*

And there, my feet upon the small stones^ there—abide nn_ .

/a ct-.f
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'ii'isEtfrj-swnen ■ J esrrrrgjagsfe r,geto—Pe.-ter:

And I noticed tehate(ccue he had pulled in the fish and

(jP f^iAJL u
emptied his nets, thssse^was /a. tear in the net and with -teh-rn-

i7"
strips of rawhide he mended "h-rsTiet with dexterity and mo-s-fe—'

quickly. And I iAcJught to myself, I—have need of a man who

Ax.
oan-mend nets it is/6ne skill t^ capturejthe fish and-

4^6/^ /it
another to prevent/losing them.



121
Lu/z-e

the—shore--oh_the^;s_e=a.,^i=s=:w two fishermen casting their nets

,’^=«=jjito=tbe==sea1, andCwas much taken with how they appeared. For
4 // k

theyw—ere the first people I had seen ^zho were not a prophet

nor Satan nor my father, but men. And they were large men of

,4a 1
great power in their shoulders, with large hands, and the

oldest of the two, who was yet younger than myself was named

Simon and the other was his brother Andrew./; And I said to

them without a word of warning to myself nor to them, and,my

voice, had to carry the distance it would take to throw a small

stone—they were not far off fest not near—and I said, "Come

ye after me and I will make you to become fishers of men."

i
v

■_

And I said it with great merriment and joy for I realized that

to be without other men for forty days is also a fast of ^tr«at

i.,V ' ..-V > ■■ ■ , C I < £" :■ 1U*4-■ emjxtiRess»j-^and^-these- were good-men, I thought, and I loved the

hands of Simoir :w for they knew how to cast their

nets with a quiet wisdom that put a small spell upon the sea
F't toe# • ! ■ :1\J:

aJad..J- Knew, they^w.pu ld_- bring them backf i 1 Led - wit h' f



it was clear to me that tho fish lived in a spell within the

-jw-ater and the fisherman must have a wiser spell if he were to

capture-=thoiir... ( ‘

And so, "Yes," I said on—the-force o£ t-h-Ks^enthusiasm,

"come ye after me and I will make you to become fishers of

men." And betewen their eyes and mine across “the—water was a

compacts in which I showed-much- wisdomT=wbieh enabled me to

feel for the first time a*>seas£ of -ail-the powers God ahde.

how much Satan had been willing to gamble with his secrets

helped me to wrench from Satan. And it was then I understood

most: pf irate by offering me so much of his presence. By that

much in-meo-aiits had he wished to capture me, but now by the

help of the Lord I would use Satan's manner when speaking to

many, and would address them with the finest courtesy and the

most intimate exhilaration, as if we few sharedsthe wonders off X

? 6*



123

living things. And I recalled

that before Satan had departed

what I had already forgotten,

he had said to me, "I fcswe high

regard for you and would touch your hand," and I had done so 

even if the Lord l^d raised the hairs on the back of my head.

But i^STsaaIso afraid of Satan and anxious for him to depart, 

and therefore I-=ahd touched one finger of my right hand, my 

middle finger, to the tip of his, and "L knew then that someone 

in the quick years to come would have the power to betray me 

mortally.

And was it also with the power of-th-i-s , that no sooner had

Simon and Andrew, his brother, brought their boat to the shore

and cast their catch into bags of cloth, ao emgrOeil Lite-..

webs, and picked them up and came with me down the road not 

far to a small house where I was introduced to James the son

of Zebedee and John his brother, also fishermen, and—they were

chip by the shore mending their nets. But so soon as Simon

file/I
called to them, they, left their father Zebedee in-=tehe=-ship=>
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with his hired servants and came also with us. And I realized 

for thesethen -I—amde/my first mistake 

twodwere the sons 'of a rich man, Zebedee, and were more ready

for diversion than for prayer. And had left their father

often before.

Peter because

■Aras that is a

call

he was strong as a rock and he would be my rock.

name for Peter. And he would be with me all the

hours but one.

I marched stra ight to Capern.ium with my four followers 

and if we did not speak, still there was deep understanding

between us for I looked at each 

more to honor than to despise. 

I could measure it, and heard

of them, eye to eye and saw

They were good men, as well as

it said fr-saii the Lordr...and=sa

Nazareth aiad^my-^boegiie^ would, even f.ind.Jthe words-it had ] a eked 

sin .Nazareth., we went straight to the synogogue and there I 

preached the wisdom of John the Baptist.
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It was the Sabbath and many were there and I

understood that if I had found Peter and Andrew and James and

John busy atZLabors of—f-ishing on the Sabbath day when work

was forbidden, it was because they did not keep tjie mark of

the—days but merely worked with—c-he knbwredge—of fishermen who 

they would) not learned enough to speak with me, not ffer-a?' 

Baptist had-to^say

And so I told feihsai'-at.TL.fehe God's heart was heavy for

had treated man and taken His own chosen people from the

multitude of men He had created and these people were His Jews

know when their own waters are ready goj^thqm. So I also knew

But I was eloquent, for 1 had-learned-what John the

=a~.d some were faithful and many were not, and all were
1(4^

sinners, but--that God had prepared a heaven for those He could
•ft **’ m*. >

judge with a-ge.od ba-lancc/and He would accept them in His

7 <’ 1'
Kingdom after death,l tu c for those who betrayed the 

comandments and the law and the presence of God
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in their sou/jf tor those who chased after the

concupsicence of <ttee hour and the merriment of the wine, / then

judgment i/ouldjcome. And if it was of many shades and depths,

so do the stones of the dungeon descend cell beneath cell and

sinners who did not repent we«4d—be brought down/to hell, to

the sides of the pit. And they would know what caused the

earth to tremble .and would episefiiss ..-too late the power of that

i [ wk
■gsdiy/irand that could shake kingdoms and thus too late would

fps’ .S&1&//
csjga—down to the stones of the pit as a eock'is trodden

underfoot. And if I did not repeat the words of Isaiah in,
J

k i
■t-ud?l-ciar?it.y, nonetheless their strength was in my ha.nd and I

spoke with the force of a man 

^ahd never felt stronger in my life.

And I said, "Repent, and ye will have remisifs'on of all

who hefts a sword ^and> indeed I

your sins." And I knew they were astonished at this doctrine 

of John the Baptist, for I spoke as one who had authority and

0'C
not in the singsong of the Pharisees and the scribes who~r« 



from the scrolls jrl a weak and whining voice,a singsong of

the spirit as if feet had been so dulled by ropo-tetis?!-

l£/'
U?hey~cou-l’d--dance^- -J (uncomfortably, upon the\coal^ NSw—i

.-spoke/with a full ywice^ancf a man in the synogogue, a fearful

looking fellow who /ooked like a brigand, for his nose was

broken, /his shoulc rs new bent were sti-U as powerful as the

strength of his back, and he had scars on his face, an 

old brute of a man with a spirit so unclean that the stench of 

his body came before him like a warning. •But-''he cried out 

saying, "Let us done! What have we to do with thee, thou

Jesus of Nazaretk? $rt thou come to destroy us? I know thee,

who thou art, th< k&ly one of God."

And I saw tifu-,/. his features has once been noble before

being bent and thickened and even torn by the unrest within

him. And so I sjfc^l in my place as he approached and I stared 

into his eyes and jfaid, "Hold thy peace.

And he stop/<~tf<
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Then I said’, ecd indeed I ussd-^he-inteMirarlBe^inanner of

je-hewe his evil thoughts

come out ..of“lTTmT4t;’

throat and cried aloud in a great voice and came.ijjit of him.

And all the good Jews of the synogogue were amazed for they 

Lucifer, for I knew I was speaking to an unclean spirit which

were pious people whe-=had-no fear Q

so did I say, "Hold thy peace, evil spirit, and 

pulled forth. And by the powers of attraction that Satan hast 

they now say, and they were amazed: "What thing is this?

no traffic with, people~whz> gave hospitaltiy to them. So did 

'Ak i t <Qg ’“Al'C
And it was then that the unclean spirit tore osl^=ef\Tiis 

unclean spirits and they obey,

4c
^^would have to pul-1 (forth from this man's heart and chest

What new doctrine, is^tuis?’ With authority tbe.-=earn even command 

/s 7 ^eT~- -rl^r~
mole (from a hole in a tree, tefft I also knew this brute

C'- ' .kliJ-' ■' 1 /

sequestered in a room with unclean spirits, and so would have

f*’



hurled a great stone far fa-rscut* into the midst of the

spread abroad throughout all the region of Galilee ev©»»ere—

-‘-‘the sea of Galilee and the ripples

directions to pass tine? message to the shore.

And so full was I with the strength of all these matters

when we came into Peter's house, lo, the mother of histhat

lying there sick of a fever and I kaew-fee—©©nre-’aTRiwife was

by the hand and encourage her to lift herself fromtake her

And when she stood, I felt her forehead and theher bed.

fever had left her and she was so •d—ntissiwert- by this

cooling of «ueh sick heat inside her that she ministered to us 

jfihhn-, it was as if I could hear the word (of my presence being 

I~~had^hu-ried-a-i=stOrie~some great, distance far into the midst-of—
•_■?/* jpt? /A ‘^7
out and went in aTl"“”

Galilee and the ripples had spread from there to every shore,

for by the time my new friends/and I came out of the synagogue 

And in that moment it was true that I felt as if I ■ahSP
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and cooked for us and we were well fed.

And that evening, friends of Simon and Andrew and James

and John came to the house bringing with them a few who were

diseased or who thought themselves possessed of devils and I

felt «■!!■"illmiilnu.JRSRid ready for many missions andrite cures

eJc^me easily and brought me great joy for I had no more than to

put my hand upon someone or kiss them on the cheek and out

£O-eA. G-**'*-~
came many little devils and they.-could ,say farewell to divers

diseases. And the devils did not even have to speak as they

came out—which is just as well, for they made a terrible

P*3 f
sound when you could hear them.J

Then in the morning, Peter said to me, "All men now seek

for thee and I do fear of excess. For if

an act, , quantity w±i~l change it, and I do

iand those who seek after miracles to form 

there be quality in

not wish the curious

thy throng. For

that would offer great attention but offer small power to
C & 1 4/-3 %

change men's souls." And^(.in^faerl^-Rs.t-ant^thdjiki.ng^of^^



163

Moses who said, "Beh(?/:()i, they would not believe me nor hearken

to my voice."

the Lord "What that in thy hand?"And

I said, "A \fC'4And

And

it on the ground and it became a serpent, and Moses fled

when Moses put forth his hand

tail, it had become again a rod

Lord said unto him, "Put down thy hand

jses put his hand to his bosom and whenunto thy bosom,

and take it by We ftfUZ," and 

he took it out, his hand was leprous as snow, and God

the Lord sa "Cast

in his hand. And

unto Moses,., "Put forth thy hand

said, "Put thy thy bosom again," and he put his hand

on the ground." And he cast

and caught the serp. .it by the 

before it. But the Lord said

, I/zremember they words of

into his bosom ind he plucked it out of his bosom and



behold, it was turned again as his other flesh.

164

"Then it shall come to pass that they will not believe

thee," said the Lord, "they shall believe the voice of the

sign itself," and

me, "Do it and it

f tez^—th-s—cu re. I

having remembered this, I heard God say to

shall be donej'as if I did it,"

realized that at fill1 I n^i I j my

and •lat'eTc^ a

Fsther ‘had-3

•given me powers that were like unto the powers He-had given to

Moses.
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cousin John ^the B : tistj in the dungeon of Herod Antipas, ty

knew my“QW7irpaI Jke a knife in my chest, for the Lord had
> (^1/

given me great ^U/rs, /so was I also open to large

catastrophe, andencouraged Peter and Andrew and James and

John to leave me so that we might go to other synogogues

in Galilee and C«a$tr out devils there. lfc=wa.-s Jb£tter to do the

deed and leave

esnc—s plaudits

//A
th*' wonder than to remain in the circle of

V x .
until the wonder had faded,/

And in another synagogue in another town, a leper came to

clean?"

I did not To cure a leper was a miracle of another

of the pain in his

thou cl^-Mt, f

And

cleansed. Bu-

indeed Ijzs /k?prosy departed from him and he was

me and knelt and fisH^ed, "Canst thou make me

"Say nothing to any man. Go thy

But I/kniw •..—rxow compassion because

whisper^ /p the Lord, "iUw me this power

; t .'■? UsC-O y\e> k

put-forth my hand /irtd touched JaaHn«=and< ,saidy ^’:T"wi£l

eyes and



way and maintain this cleansing by doing only those things

and say nothing to oi hers^

that Moses commanded^ [$e a testimony unto the commandments 

Butjhe went out and in the hour began to blaze abroad the
t'C-C.bw 'f’& M/f ["/'I'-lt-

matter and /I knew it was time for me to enter the desert <wliere> 

I would be inundated with lepers and I did not need the Lord

to curing them, ror/it
z, ' '

to tell me that there were grave

was true that LL'-e rf'iseases were,,ranked (like the angels in

hierarchy, and-so cure the highest disease, which is crriy 

another way of saying the lowest, is to ask the Holy Spirit to 

For a night and /another night I lived with t-he snakes -of-

descend ten more dimensions into the pit and I was weak a-f-t

tf 5 airti"
■I-=-cured----t-he lepeZ .^ivc’/knew if I allowed myself I would not 

after telling my followers/I would meet /them^in Capernaum.

rise from my bed ior a day. but instead.I fled to the desert

l PVtUc* 1 'is j
■Mie scorpions^did my best to live-among.-them without fear 

in which practice £ was not altogether successful, but did
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nd(jnyself that John the Baptist /could pick up a scorpion

hile it rested in his hand, nor did it bite.

And 1317 my return to Capernaum ,-/thor-& was

man, and who was=-to say how many were dead by his sword? But

helmet was=^an eagle. Acf?-he^stood before me as a =f-ins-, proud

upon his chesty iWid—he-wa&-a—Roaaar

tv..-,; '
polite to me and-=said, "Lord, my good servant is -home

first man—who cfeme

and t

_-_and sick of a palsy and grievously demented."

YQ-pll
And I said without pause, "1 will come and heal him."

increase, my respect, the centurion answered, "Lord,IA JJ
am not worthy that thou should come under my roof, but if you

speak the word, my servant shall be healed. Yet; need not coine

to my house, for I am a man Sdiai&rs"*’

&
.under-meyandI can command this-man to go and he goeth. And

to another, I teli him 'Come,' and he cometh. Aagt my < servant

'/?<''
does what is. to be done^<=^But ’ I ^have-j^chw-faith-in-you-^that if



tears in his ey^ that I marveled, and turned to my

"i-^have-nat found so great a faith in

-And I said to the

to tell me later.And so

market and on the streets of Capernlum as-many passed by <md>

■s told me that Capernium, being^sa^

k::' small city was of great

their lips like women, although in the taverns, on wine, they

e-ndc-}--'-’iThe brave st of the Greeks were -the Spartans and*-bhey_u

And I was pleased with the warmth

, and say (?Q—

u/w jam
of ...the welcome in the

centurion, "Go, and'your servant will be healed."

______ <£*
anyone in these days, no, not in

would argue with.__others,men like

And 4-1-,-; 7 eo.ldiog-y 'thi^ centurion, had

followers and said,

4e> 4e.lt
\ ■ .ij ij. HI iiTV—my Jigi'duni shall- be heale'd^pf iUy t »•«£

attraction Sjforreasons- ho one could name for men who did not

know women but only men. ^And—T-was^told that they- would cover

done as others came

lived entirely as? men in the arms of each other.



with the sword -■ -»-.■■>you live with the-oslor £of berries on your 

lips."

Nonetheless,

the incarceration of John the

tree .inasmuch as they were not welcome 

in the temple^.

There, each //

( 1A A - • c 1 ' 'them,_ these sodo. i js of Capernaum .^cTItey .were tender in

spirit toward me and gave sz)& welcome and glistened; to my words

beneath the—shad. ‘

Baptist was with p,?; each day and upon me, and I spoke with
£ t».X £t

vf-irc- and the clarity that comes from not knowing what gave

utterance to one 'JS speech but e®Sy that it is full and no word

for its next. And

’/VA
no. room- to receive

more gathered each day

them, no, not even in the

vestibule £>r outside the

Came—until one day,a man

by four other men, ( could

door. And t4^_gret er,-the^ e-rowu,' inoire^

with palsy wholly paralyzed anch borne

<st p f
not eemn=-near^to--me because of the
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press of pqopl-Q.-a-nd^in their desperation they—tpok-^Ladders and

V;
climbsS upon the roof, where-thcy- fo:

accomplished that theknew by—now=w-ith=tfee cures

so ^they could lower the be^i-nearer——------f_

to*
And when I saw such ifaith^- I knew

that with such desperations wsS^love "'of this man and so—£=sa

n ..^jraKtor? <*?■.-«■. A
and without pause, 'IScn/t^hy sins be forgiven thee." For I

torments of the ill come from the weight of the sin, and fetae*

affronted and I heard one

speak blasphemies?
5

Anrtimmedia-t-ely I knew I had soeaking

r without caution, already I found it difficult to bear 

I *
thojuight sincehis repentance was\in his paralysis.

j i yL*-
scribes who-wcrie sittings there'Sere-much

. Aik.'-./
am say, "Why doth this man th

man paralyzed by palsy is naught by equal to the horror he

.^ieeis for his sins, a horror so great he does not believe cin

-his-rightto^meve. So I forgave him without hesitation or
■Z' - zl I ~ -1 i



your hearts?

power on eart;that the son of man hathLeacn=_now=and—know

'^*7 /

the presence of those who were/most pious, ainee-^teiie-effleii^- 

(their spirit as it came to me was like^the death of shellfish

UAy*
and/the corruption of squid when--tteyMiave-died-vby the side of

(2 Kraz/*4 W rf J5 A V®
the sea which" bte^nouteteiedtetem.-^

'-1 W
said, "Why reason these things in

forgive sins.
4e>
Ate- I say unto this man with palsy: Arise, take

ittle

so they were much amazed.,’ A

thy way into thine house." And the man

walked forth before them all, and he staggered

up your bed^ and go

arose ■ted and

And I saw another of the scribes say, ”We never saw aught
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even

His charity by repeatingsmall—sort inasmuch

Hi scipl.esmore followers. There would be loyal to me

on every day ,*and would follow p-a without question so

promises to many people could be fulfilled— o:

hx^ig.Jihem^opov-bLit^onlyfor^an hour, and then must move on

comprehend that emptiness of the soul wh

pr-ide-^inM?ts good deeds^ JJho^the soul

memory of its sins

as I had known great emptiness when I had fasted and so could

for fear—that others needed me more. So I was looking, for 

\d-iscipl£s._and on my return from the shore of._iher.s©a-.s-f_^-< 

^—Galiljae-as_I~came-back to Capernium, .1 saw Levi, the son of

Alphaeus, sitting at the customs house, and I said to him,

"Follow me."

scipl.es
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And he arose and Jie did. I looked into his eyes and

SA&fnot care nor concern myself with the—naturs_ja5 his workj.,

l4*would yet learn that few po.op.lc/were as—anpopular in—aii-'Of”"’

rsraei=-as men in customs houses ^.since (they worked for ,tKe-=
? y’ J bn lA g> tst&f

Romans and collected taxes. But-.-Ifmeasured^ my apostles by the

light in their eye, .,«ince the light in the eye of a sinner or

.spy man who cheats others,jo^often

^7 Love—of-the future and/the eyes of those who are sinless and

downcast. And I .needed /twelve men, one for each of the tribes

of Israel

who could

of much warping and—tnizt-ing when it came toclean, free

soul—which-did— not mean jbteot I saw them as good men, nr lA ar

was my measure of thl.S number..-IP-needed twelve men

look back with the recognition .and I could see their

examination of their honesty. Yet wiii_£Jiai?y-i-eeogTrtterwr*teh&fe-—---*1

made me uneasy of- all that-they did-n^rt<esses-s=;=-I- could also

see into-thRin_eye^ as if God had given me the power to travel

beneath £he waters to the bottom of the sea, and in their eyes
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■ I Sound a soul wM would journey down every road with me, or

so I thought.

The-only^ one .(i'&r whom I could not say thatvwas Judas^ CHe

I wished him to^was so beautiful with his dark beard that

I could not see into

Whish=meaHt=tehcrt—1=firehis eyes because they were full of

was as if blinded ib>y t-he smoke and

which was exceedingly

wealthy man and hated

presents—

become one—of -4ny--'-_ 1 ose fo.l 1 owers, even if

ths fumes of his spirit

Hlrti
saflCThe was the son of a v_ry-

his father, although I welcomed him

<^despite-al-l~©autien:S, for he claimed to love the poor.

^Before=---L-was =clooe., I ordained twelve,.<-all cwei-VG:,

*$**'(/
they should be with me, and ,<1-hoped I might send them

preach and,give them the power to heal sicknesses1 and

that

forth to

cast out

devils. And if I had already surnamed Simon as Peter, I also 

had James the son Zebedee, and John the brother of James

whom; I-surnamed B^r.crgh,- W:bich is- ±he'_sohs -=of===bhu-ndei;, and 

there was Andrew (^4 Philip and Bartholonew and Matthew and



Thomas, and another James who was (the son of Alphaeus^ and

Thaddeus, and Simon the Canaanite and Judas Iscariot of whom I

have spoken_alxead_yp and of them all, ^wcuid^sayrthat Judas

was the one-I—saw-Ln-^that—time—as-,the most comely. But then I

was not only the son of man, but |lis Fool. Besides, it was

God-^ho—taught jie/that the Devil was the most beautiful

£ Ct

creature He ever made, or at least -that was true before the

Fall.

As I would sit at meat in the house of Levi. th°.

•sen—of—M^haeus^Tidiojtt^r-’had renamed James, (why? There is

already one James so there must te a special reason for this 

heartYaL-to/'-Work for the Romans, and so the-"-

But when the scribes and Pharisees saw me

-confusing-duplication) many publicans and sinners sat also

with us, and these publicans who were tax collectors like Levi

were maay=a®d=tfoey followed me for no—si-rs.f-r.om .many a Jew ..was- 
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^JIDDITTOM -* 1

anflthpr note tn

.with- their wars tf.vdinst the-

when-ww?gM4^tr~r?lQreTheHMtar^s^g¥;'

I debate^ ‘=he-thcr to tell them that sinners, having

_used. the Avil-£bi r it, know it, and sometimes may even be
4S^ y^< (x,K?

wearied^.pf it, ^/ie/;eas the righteous fester with—the fatigues^

- and so <jan suffer from—

// j-



^_£-ee-l^the^lsck- -of- God ..and those souls who were rich ar.d-

others

Mt *

€i‘

■( i,
and meeting them and coming to know tha7mc

;«-4 J

, Early on he talks-tn the house of Levi,
(' |<X/X



6/)
they—spoke fto—-my^t.we.ive^^ 

although I was not eager»such?-" ZSo that 1

to widen what sp..^ between us,

sinners.
3

is it that he eateth and drinketh with

rou 1 d^s-u-f f ice w ith-

these scribes and these Pharisees ; and> they

•$* Km
"The disciples of John would fast. Why do thy disciples fast

They that are wtll©^ no need of the physician, but they

fl am here not to call the righteous/butthat are sick

a’t ':t,\

$ u &&
eating with pub-i j: . ..---- ?M sinners,

not?"

I no“longer re^all-what—x—3uwd~^^hemy=4asafe in the gospel

& sv^

speech which may be close to—

not argue with it,, aifeagsfch*what I said them«..^nd so

aifeheugh“muc:h--more-^is-- to s_be. said of.. such - thoughts—srrrc'ethe'
J irZ t#^v- ■'>z t‘ I

piety of the Pharisees and the scribes^ was assailing my

brood over thosenostrils like a poison, and at night/l/wouL

UAJW4- l&L'' '
Jews who (speak for the religion end- drive away sinners.



1 14’3”i-m.
the bridechamber"Can the children of

long as they have

But the days willthe bridegroom with them, they cannot fast.

taken away fromcome when the bridegroom shall, perhaps, be

put new into old bottles lest the new wine burst the bottles

bottles."

And—as==I^-said- this, one

and the wine is spilled. New wine must be put into new

fast while the brick-groom is with them? As

them, and then shall they fast." And I added, "No man will

And so I said

drinking at my

t a-b-le—hea-rd-my-

GGfrteempt'-^And

words to the -scribe and laughed -with much

-I—knew the issue of this difference

deepened and .indeedJffiS made worse on the next day when

my publicans and sinners walked through corn fields on

the Sabbat] and plucked ears of corn and the Pharisses

said, "To pluck corn on the Sabbath day is not lawful." And

^'Have you hever~reacT

3\ i >t # \Jl<L

■if—I-^had-
& t

7) 5^/^;

the compassion -tha'fe^s inner s inspired "~i
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awhat David d-idv and how he went into the house of God and ate
J

the staewQoread whicii was not lawful to eat but for the priests.

And B^vidwgavepthp- “shQwbread fto those who were with him? I

tell you, the Sab£>**£h was made for man, and not man for the

/I
Sabbath. •gfee-re-fst iv—the-=son—of- -man is- Lord also -a£~Jtha—-*

/

^eabbathv3' and I -|Ac5ught of John the Baptist, nnw^in^-pL-ioan—i~n
tri Jccd

cthe—depths—of hj£ dungeon, and if this were my first

rebellion, If knew-Lt would(znot be the last. But-f-also-'did

Set feel the displeasure of God, and it was as if my Father

had not yet -decided on this course Jhted taken, but neither

was He opposedjficn? no voice of rebuke came iaito my ear.

tel—'td
And on the Sabbath, ctay.i'yhiek..jaas...tho-^ewfe^day, I entered

$a>
again into the synogogue «and- Jthere fees’ a man with a withered

hand and efTl-’^fehe' scribes watched him to see whether I would

4'A '5
seek to heal him on the—Sabbath day and I knew they were ready 

to make the accusation.

77 1x^0 ^<3/
ButJL.felt (a new force in those-days-which-; was. not,
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'eomparabl=e=teo any gvkr^ngth I had encountered before in

'that I could' not serve my

if I did not move iorward and^eontf-nue^-to^-move- forward for"

if people sicken?"

retch forth

kttmy itjeAlttieQS

anger| ^br they had not the courage to say "Cure him," and

cmorrew---i-f I -did? Bat the hardness of their

infuriated me and I said to the mari

on spoke anwas roused to

hand, "Stand fortfe,

lawful to do good pn the Sabbath? Is it lawful to save life

insight—I said to the, man wick the withered hand, "Stand

J said—and it was as if my mind had opened co offer

thine hand," and when he stretched it auto*, I did not even have

And when he stood, I said to the congregation, "Is it

U£<£»t f i ~
where-=x==was' in error, He would)rebuke me, and no rebuke had

come. So on fcke-^a-bbath ( I ,said(to the man with the withered



great anguish as if something of theother. And I felt a

to touch it^ His^hand was Restored to him as whole as the

146

mystery of the power to heal which the Lord had given me may

I H ju rej (> <'^‘1
have been wounded by excess^Qfor now I understood^that even as

vvtucZ
the Pharisees went <• forth and left the synagogue, that it—wsaM-’

‘not. he_-long—before I must go to war with my own people and

ned'.•i—did

And indeed, later that night, two of my disciples heard-

Yet

me ancfYa multitude from Galilee^
’ O KA CAA^vf,
:he word .begun (by’John

far from^alone^ eince/^y disciples accompanied

y<2su^.
there had-been discussion of how ,1 might be stilled.

pt/] those words, I =-knew.<that I must flee .Capernaum and liwe—ie. the

that two e#=-t-he Pharisees in the synagogue that—day= had taken

counsel with officers of Herod who^iivcd in Capernaum and

the Baptist that in repentance was the remission of sin UMB-

the word tha£=ap&sed thrqugh all the hills and valley^ and
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desert^" of Israel.®?^! even into the mountains and across them

came from all of Judea and

from Jerusalem, from Idumea and even beyond the Jordan, and

from the north in Tyre and Sidon, a great multitude. And as

they gathered about me in such numbers and in such need, I

could not speak to^thom for fear of being encompassed by their

need, and indeed, my disciples were now obliged to comport

themselves as guurd-of soldierSj mcro-than; acolytes who could

spread the word. AMS when I S3W the pushing and the

^7
consternation and the agony to reach me and to touch me,__and

coffered. iiLsuch situations t had no power to cure s-tncip—

y£xhad enough of my own bruises when was ever to think of

even my own sores,,; I told my disciples to find a small ship

that could wait gJd) me in a cove of the sea of Galilee and from

-that-boat (I preaciuud and would come^to land,to touch a few and

7^7 unclean sp-irits tusidd fall down before me and cry^1 put, "Thou

art the Son of Gc 1^" And^to (all I said, "Make me not known,
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j MaVa " /K <, t „

‘Bbt-^C r^^t<L iLt Zl-t-r-^y p .
°’it-rt ran o'~ nn_ug^ I went up into a mountain ana trrey=

^fC^> pCv^P ^k*dz^
^followed. I came clown and entered a house and theffhultitude^

host, and I would step out upon the

bw to cure a few by casting out their devils,porch

down ,co see if the word was true.

scribesAnd one-came/to me that r?no of these

another, "He is the son of Beelzebub and

And I knew that

me and, my .people d=^even with this ■

-s-i-noe—E—under-stood-thescribes, those who were -pious.

the logic and the reason^f the ten commandments and the law

/ *
and^aow there were scribes from Jerusalem

surrounded the ho n e of my

of the devils that he casts out devils."

they -understood- the -devil— a-rid^tht-s—Wcrs the logic of th®-

righteous who followed all the comnandmentsr=ihVaS'thedev-i-l

-whe-was -in command of miracles si-nce--th-orcbylyou could destroy 

./7^/ •/
who—had-nJLs 9^ ome

said to

-is-jjsy the prince



So I_Jknew< I must speak to these two scribes/from Jerusalem

on which ^the Phari ees and ike scribes looked—to-baseAthe

Temple of Jerusal/-j,t| and have {a world where people were just,

looked most intelligent, and took great care, each e»e—of

them-, of his beard which

And I said to them,

was modest and clean.

"You call me Satan Jbut how can I be

Satan if I cast him out? A kingdom divided against itself 

cannot stand. A house divided against itself cannot stand.

'tf J
If Satan rise up against himself, he-has divided himself and

Ycannot standi And so I would warn you, all sins can be 

forgiven of the sons of men, even their blasphemies, except

for he who shall blaspheme against the Holy Ghost. Such a man

will never find forgiveness but is in danger of eternal

being a^i unclean spirit^

damnation." And I said this because they had spoken of me as 

Asd-wrbh-ttrrs-threat which : spoke in a voice most
,1 L&t ( <LJ? <

baleful, V no longer knew whose words I employed. For it
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"- ' ----------~~ ‘t '^iL>
s-eemed^to-ine <that r-y&je devil had entered my ess .and spoke to my

<?•>•’* FnfjfaycrJft©«
mind ^ixx-says' "Is it UehovahRyoa—-lio.ton~rto—or /the Old

not say if it-^was—the—thaseat«=Q.£fexed<by the scribes who would

thought, that I did not know who could bring remission to me

■sins-.

2 r ctL-»O «■” ^"-7-y
..But .the echo of the Devil's mockery, that I was .becoming 

like the Old Righteous One who. had loft His curs^’upon Israel

the/hew thoughtT_sJjjGG^dsf^my Father who was God was;; the Son of

His Father,(then I must live with a

rnj^to Jerusalem with my words, or whether I was ill with

„, '/'UytT' kjt7

lecome God and be no longer the Son. And that was so sinful a/^ 

Righteous One who is the Father of your Father?" And I could 

It was a day of many ills. Outside that same house came 

my mother, and my half-brothers, the sons of Joseph, and 

standing outside they sent for me and called for me, but the

Imultitude were pressed all about^my=teody and could neither
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see them nor

excitement, andand I was in

"Who is mytecvay/ with dread, and I uttered these words:

And F^looked around the room as if Imother or my brethren?

is my mother?" *iere repeated to her, and I would have gathered

much to my mother even if the road we-had traveled together

thirty-third year the las'

^-W-ith-.the^Devil and only came down when ad left arrcr=3r=wa's““’

■whieii I spent on the mountain

commenei-Tig—to-be''clear in my thoughts of what God haa expected

had need of every man and woman in it, and T^said, "Behold my

"Behold, th(

God, the same is my brother and my sister and my mother.

a pain of tfigh fever, rich with

mother and my brethren! For whosoever shall do the will of

mother and thy brethren .^without seek for thee,"

hear them. Then one man in the multitude said 

Later ,1 heardxthat my mother wept when thase^iords "Who

■the'same words back from the air.; in-wfeiete-S—sjaefee, for I owed

wes-never .smooth, not from my birth to the forty days in^-my—>
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They brought unto me all sick people that were taken with 

the

spirit of God came to me and passed from my heart my hand,

nstant-7, seme^sf-my touch could make them well, and

wondered if the Devil had tried to entice me into death not so

that he -ce«fed capture my soul and where I would be born

the palsy, and I/healed them. And in each momen 

to fear death as I had feared it with the Devil. /And then I 

divers diseases and torments, and those which.-ewe-re possessed

with devils, and those which were lunatic and those that ahd^

with the spirit from...aut^of my hand into ,the body of s-i~&k—man 

or—the aged-wcma-n->before me. my_-_loya 1-jr.v—

a fee
my cowardice were^t-hc-re t© fcure them for it is e&ae cowardly 

memory, of the leap I did not take at the ehai-tenge of the

A. . .J ' «t- - -4. .A -.. i.. . O MAi, > Li>i 7



that I wouldXsave my

fer belong to the Devil.

again, since that the province of the Lord, but rather
M (j><4

that he knew I w^fe/^>t fta

body and so be -jtflivtef co him in some way I could not fathom i-H

^4 if
,_spjne(part of me.no matter

t /f- /f I f” t

U ' C'"< / ' ‘ r, ' ,/ r. / . ,

-*hat/no matter my
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multitudes of people from Galilee and from

Decapolis from Judea and from beyond

Jordan, and I healed them. Not all, but the better part of

them all. The^few I could not heal^had a great and evil light

in their eye^as if they were the cjark^angels of Satan and

there was that in theixkd?gdi es that told me that
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In the eveni^g^ sorrowing over teJje- harsh words with which

I had left ^ny motlfe?^ felt ^'heed to be calmed by the sea

and so ^j/said to my disciples, "Let us pass over to the other

side." Now^they had been feasting in all the houses that bid

us welcome for I had noticed that among the rich in these

towns of Galilee so far from Jerusalem, fchr-ee—-a^id-ftour 'days' of 

■gravel—on r»y oven--two hy a mnl c, were £he -ricJi'-liKj^

peace./' And so I told them to send away felt the need=-for some

0*A '■
disciples ate much and

■ere ready to welcome' me, and my

drank much and had fe cares. But I 

the muiltitudes unti^-tomorrow^ for it was evening. And when

most of—them, were gone, we went quickly to a ship^ altheugh-

.there were others who followed us in tit-tie ships. <And that 

was close to catastrophe and,a -great sorrow for many of the,,

Q. ' -? ' ■ ' ’ — ' i :h'-
people_of Caperry.um. 'For a great wind arose on the sea and

itpdhz.- l^C <_
waves beat intee^-the-ship was, and near

r'L°
coverec}', And I knew none of this for I slept like the-best^ef
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iven to me by the rocking of thefeha newborn, and

water. When(_they £\woke me, it was to say, "Many boats will

founder. Master, Art you not care if we perish?"

And I arose atc^'-ferla-vrou-ld-say it, I rebuked the windj

and said unto the «^ett®e.,*,Se still," and there was great

calm. But in

-blessing upon

tru-f/^ ?! do not know if I can take such

myself for I-.-had.sensed-a-calm- in the midst of
L .'■( ■ '' ■ ■ " ■ / A.' ■- (' Ci

the storm, it-was-as if I.knew that the end of the storm was
Z\

upon us before others knew- it-. So afterward I could not say

whether, the_tempect was ready to cease.,-.or the hand of God had

been there =teefoi~e me to placate the waters. But I took the

pleasure of saying to all th?_;n.thers, "Why are ye so fearful?

-How—is—it—t hat y Sru 2/H^iave no faith?"

And I could hear them, say, one to another^ "What manner 

of man is this? Even the wjj3d_-and^the se^ obey him.



the newborn, and the peace given to' me by the rocking o

founder.

And

said unto

Master, do you not care if we perish?"

the sea, "Peace, be still," and there was great

truth, I do not know if Icalm. But in

I arose and as—Mark- wou-ld- -s-cVy st',—S rebuked the wind

water. When they awoke me, it was to say, "Many boats .will

can take

■bloooiflg upon myself for I had sensed a calm in the midst of

the storm,’ as - i^Iknew that the end of the storm was

upon us before others knew it. So afterward I could not say

whether the tempest was ready to cease, or the hand of God had

pleasure of saying to a-ll. the others, "Why are ye so fearful?

io faith?"

And the where we landed was in the country of the

tw—i-s—11 that you |£ave

And I could hear them one to another, "What manner

of-man is this? Even the wdnd—and the seajobey him.

been there bafeva net to placate the waters. But I took the

Gadarenes and geew T—li^nl iTHiw-ent mF the -ship
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me

strength

to Kad h-rs~~iUo5d ^jpon these tombs. And he came rushing toward

man among my followers, not even Peter who had-the-
Itg/ 11 r.4^

bull^ could stop h4*-/nor bind him. And I had to

°hore, - T ^-»w-that we had come to a beach ijj back of which were
’ one. ^4^ ■

^nany tombs, and out of fl tomb (a man with a torch spirit

{a^C(^ st unclean/the fire of the torch sppmpd hrightPT^ awd T Kne.w

chains because fhey

----- ' '‘a® '"K 11%. < t/> him, ^liPir "i ii all your strength.. what is

I pluck -chains asunder. Neither can any.ma.o-

■the maji said, "No man«fia®> bind me,

uXei/e

A

often (but I break fetters^

say *te jiiirr, "Peace."

your fright?"

jiights—ir.- the- m:

Jayo.day ^ . Jwrd I wee^j»4- I -eat

worship you

-ea«i-, "I am afraid of all things

‘ou heard ,of mej*" I said-.j

But I



d from tte^-peop-le who dare to speak 4° »

But I adjure thee,
i<rki W im>.

multitude of devils^ mere <tnan any wu>has been

heard

’’bo-.me Ayui 'Llruugh there ip

by God thy Fatherf pd-oaae not-^t-o tormepj;

_®e-r—^.Torment me not'

man

s hair of the

great rope that is used to large ships to t.1ie!lj-»alnvajt».

\A<2p^ 9
^--cannot -say-that I was without fear asLl-^ppke. to this

■or mfe had more strength and ssrs imbalance of mind ■than

Blit-the rope was-fray erf~5Trd ho^t a thousand thousand of

he //Wr C-M^eg^fetagtg^z
irus-n fin the multitudes who had surrounded

strands&. lA "
rnn r »■ imi i^g. u»a >

And he said to me, "I fear hu-t myself ijy^*’^

in the mansion of thr> ^damned. "
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Aad-he. -a-nswo

And

fome-

■e Uevi'iy wliu devuuruJT

a

of Legion ajad entered int»-

were choked in the sea,

I said, "What is thy name?"

sea. They were in numbers two thousand. And all

3 U.HA.
are many, and thefmany are all in me gjad

IM. 4.

had^-en count e:

, . of Legion ^1 screaming
£ hi

they sa-Ldi

iad^a multitude of devils^ ^mtSt-et-th

King Saul/&e nnw in ynu^ 1

~ .iih-o—h ad- is

a, ^hnn

great herd of , swine who—ahd been feeing in~the near h-illG-.came
'A^U1'^Z> ^7

down nut of the .mounta i.-hr4/ind I heard teiw£devils in the throat

e>^

"My name is

. all -t-he unclean spirits went

ran violently down a steep place into the
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And ahnfr others came gut? to 

And the elders of the town of Gadarene were afraid, and

^hey prayed to=mc“, and they prayed—and ached if I would depart

look at the man who had .heon possessed by so many devils, tih*^’

sitting^cnd clothed ^dA bathed and

from their coast.

heart when-.T~-&S9d to him, "Go .home to thy friends and tell

them great things the Lord hath done for thee ani ■hath

compassion upon thee." cAnd'yet J;n part,abhorrmd the man,

nor—eou-l-d -I-forgive-nntirelyyh:io-pes-t= ) since I had seen the
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destroy^; them.

(spoke well of

he^depa-rted-, - and-indeedhe-began,to speak and. everu to. publish,

days in Decapolis and all had been terrif iednof—hiint

Now, however, when I passed over by ship to Capernd^um, 

Yet^ LegJjan- f &i- .^tl—IJcncii

in the town of Decapolis tai'if^yae-pd in-the-style of-the —

—even more people were gathered and I had to stay—in my boat on

thensea and preach to them even more firemrthe water.
/ x

«<.uni of the horro^ that passed over into the swine, and- t Vfi*

•Sree'Jts how many great things Jesus had done for him. And I

heard of how-men did marvel fesss^ they knew Legion ii| former


