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Nicky, Diary ■^2U0fi££lMteL~ Gatchina
In the evening! sat with Mama and Aprak1 discussing the family life of the young
people of society today.

Inevitably this conversation touched the most sensitive string of my heart, and
touched that dreatn and that hope I live with from day to day.

It is already a year and a half since I talked about it to Papa at Peterhof, and since
then nothing has changed either for better or worse! , , —

", My dream - one Jjy Wmaffy7!tnrflT®®rTTMVU IBVIllrtiei LUJ b long lime, but
more deeply and strongly since 1889 when she spent six weeks in Petersburg dur­
ing the winter! For a long time I resisted my feelings, and tried to deceive iryself
about the impossibility of achieving my most cherished wish!

the only obstacle or gulf between us - is the ques­
tion of religlonl

It Is the one and only barrier; I am almost certain that our feelings arc mutual!
Everything is the will of God. Relying on His mercy I resign myself to the future
with equanimity.

fc I 11 ............ Ill—HUB.......................... . ■

1 Princess A. OJu»l«nsky (bom Countess Aprakslne), lady-in-waiting and defNjiend of th<
imperial famijyr \

’ PrlncgXlbert VictoMEddy), the Duke of Clajerfce, elderlsurviving sefn of the Ptlnce'trf^
hadjsdtfi his grandmothdi^ueen Victorla>cbnsent, asked Alix to rpdrry him, but was tume

ales,
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ttHeWhe, second daughter of the Comte de Paris (Louis Philippe d'
-•' Princess Olga Dolgorukaya, whom Nicky was in love with for a short time.
-^.Matilda Kshesslnskaya, a farnous Russian ballerina.' Nicky'was her first love.

April - Gatchina - '■ “ - “'J'P|vl A"d 1 3rn fnllnwijiQ^tof<
JiiaAaafaiBiL U1L_U111!_L1!U

I have noticed something very strange within myself: I never thought that two
similar feelings, two loves could co-exist at one time within one heart. » I

I have already loved Alix H[esse] for three years and constantly hope to marry her /
one day, God willing! The following year I fell very much in love with Olga D/ but /
that however has now passed! And since the camp of 1890 until now I have been I
madly (platonlcally) in love with little K.’ What'^a surprising thing our heart is! <1 I
the same time I never stop thinking of Alix! ii

Would it be right to conclude from all this that I am amorous? To a certain |
extent: yes; but I must add that I am a severe judge and very ci/oosyT This is the rea­

son for the mood I described yesterday as not very Qini^

morning
the daughter of the Comte de ParisJ puts me in an awkward position. I am

yself want to go in the other direction, while Mama
take this one! What will happen?

ept Ipto Xenia's room and watched from behind the curtain as she
gymnastic lesson with a certain young and attractive person.

at the crossing of two patljs;
obviously wants

hints about Helene,

l!
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20 June Got up late, Uncle Valdemar and Georgie took turns to come and see me
while I was lying in bed. After coffee I went with Aunt Marie to our church; the ser­
vice and singing were very good, the choir having been sent from Pans. Read until
luncheon.

The heat was terrible, the sun like some red spot and the air was hazy, presum­
ably from the London fumes. At 2 o'clock we all gathered for luncheon at Unde
Alfred and Aunt Marie's. I made the acquaintance of the Mecklenburgs. After
changing into light clothes, we drove by carriage beyond the town. The outing
turned out to be a long one, as we went to visit the Teck family at their residence -
White Lodge. We had tea with them in the garden. People kept arriving the whole
time to congratulate May. We returned to Marlborough House and an hour la:er set
off for a family dinner witft.old man Cambridge. _
' A string orchestra was playing. Everyone finds a great resemblance between
Georgie and myself - I am getting quite tired of hearing the same thing all the
'time." 

21 June After coffee, had my picture taken with Georgie in the garden. At about
11 o'clock went into town with Clarke in a 'handsome' - a splendid vehicle - to
look at the sights of London. We saw Westminster Abbey, St Paul's Cathedial and
the Tower. We returned home just in time for luncheon.

i Visited Georgie's new home, where he will live as a married man - St ames's
Palace; the rooms are not yet completely furnished. JfQmJhe-otHstde-thejijtlding^

Jooks like a prison. After that 1 went with Uncle Bertie and Uncle Valdemar to
Hurlingham Park, where there is a club and every possible outdoor activity and
game: polo, lawn-tennis, cricket, clay pigeon shooting etc,, I was fasclnrted to
watch the first of these games, it reminded me of India. At 8.30 there was a dinner

there are a lot of people riding in the morning. At one o'clock I again changed a to
full uniform, and set out with Uncle Alfred and the rest of the family for Windsor
by train, to see the Queen. There was again a formal welcome: an escort of the
King's own Dragoons, already familiar from India, and a guard of honour in the
inner courtyard of the castle. A typical old building - the hest of Und ------—

THF ieady legs - was remarkably kind to me. W*
?r and the Piittpnhffgc, th? jibe

hyjfrftp IprlHrir Thenstjyjresejlte^jjjg^jXjjJ^^Qjger^oHhe^Garter,
Ich I ad not expected!

lerukmg'iuy 16Sv o*etl aiuuiid'ITie castle, and went into the chapel
where poor Eddy's body has been laid to rest. Returned to London at 5 o'clock for
tea. After dinner we went to the Drury Lane theatre. The Comddie Franyaise were
playing Les Effrontes - excellent. Uncle Bertie took Uncle Valdemar and 1 to the
Marlborough Club, to which we were elected as members on the day of our anival.

’ Augusta, wife of Frederick, Grand Duke of Mecklenburg-Strelltz, was the sister of Mav of
Teck's mother, Mary Adelaide, Duchess of Teck.

’ Baroness Buxhoeveden, lady-in-waiting to Alix, recorded tn her memoirs that the likeness was
such (hat at a garden" partyguests s~hook Nicky warmly by the hand, taking him fol his
CPiiSil) tpe bnqecqorn.^The greatest joke, however, was When one of the gentlemen bftfir ijjfirt
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_________ _ __________________ __________ _ ______ __ _____
J; at our Embassy with Staal,’ and afterwards a reception upstairs, what they call here
JTf a 'party' - what a crush, not to mention the heat. Luckily it did not last too long

25 June The day was even hotter than yesterday. I went with Uncle Bertie to
Buckingham Palace to say goodbye to the Queen. At about two I went with him to
have luncheon with the Marquess of Londonderry, There were quite a lot of people
and a string orchestra was playing. The house is not big, but the rooms are beauti­
ful and filled with a mass of magnificent pictures and objects. Our hostess was J
delightful but a terrible flirt. We left soaked through as we had been sitting In frock
coats. Half an hour later I set Off with Clarke for the House of Lords and the House
of Commons. 1heard Gladstone111 speaking in the latter. Returned home for tea and
then went ridtngTn the gardenon three-wheeled blcyclSs with Victoria and Uncle
Valdemar. At 8 o'clock went to dine with Fife.11 A lot more people arrived during
the evening and there was a concert. Returned home at 12.30.

26 June It was still very stuffy in the morning. After coffee I received: Lord
Rosebery, Mackenzie Wallace and said goodbye to Uncle Alfred. At 12.43 we all
(that is the inhabitants of Marlborough House) set off for the City in state coaches
with an escort of the Blues. The Lord,Mayor met us at the entrance, surrounded by

- his,aldermen in wigs and the most amazing gowns. ?
JtLth^ouncfl chamber he gave a speech for Apapa on the freedom of the City,

butlsimpIy'eouHTioRinderstand what it was. Then we wenj-to-anQther hall,
uncheon waylaid for 70Q people. After a VQrv bad mealjpgre werq_tpasis40£

hefirstlimedn-tmz-ll^Lhad tomake quite a long speedy in Erifnshofcourse^they
d loudly and banged their knives to showtfieirspontaneou^pprecShS^^f

was drippifij With sweat - but tEien 1 was^ dressed in a <JossacEcdat.
fPRtJSKeHIiai^xpeSeTandaFSTBuiTtfflraTOfnTffll^fflipTCSmTO

set off in two cabs -1 with Victoria and Uncle Valdemar with Maud - to see Captain
Boyton's World's Watershow for a second time. We dined and then went to the
opera at Covent Garden theatre, where there was a gala performance. The Reshke
brothers were singing. It dragged on until 12 o'clock.

27 June There was a strong wind blowing, and almost every hour it rained and
then cleared up again. At 11 o'clock I went with my three gentlemen to the Greek
church, where the service went on for a long time, but the singing was very good.
We lunched at home after 2 o'clock, as the arrival of Aunt Augusta Mecklenburg
and Aunt Mary Teck held everyone up.

At 4.30 we took the same road as for White Lodge and went to Sheen to see
Louisa and Fife. It's completely country, you can't believe London is so near. We
drank tea in the Chinese pavilion to Hungarian music. There were a few other peo­
ple apart from us - some very pleasant ladies - 'our friend Julie' and 'Bena
Hardinge', with their husbands. After dressing for dinner, we gathered downstairs
in the lovely dining room. The same music played. I have to say that I am very sorry
to be leaving England, and particularly Marlborough House.

’ Russian Ambassador.
” W, E. Gladstone, enjoying Ms fourth term as Prime Minister.
" The Duke of Fife married Louise, daughter of Edward VII.
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28 June Got up early In order to have time to put away my last things. At
10 o'clock the whole family gathered for breakfast, and an hour later I was
accompanied to the station by Apapa and all the Waleses.

I took the same way back to Port Victoria. I took my leave of Clarke on the vacht,
and when the luggage had been loaded, we started up and passed out into the sea.

It was remarkably calm, the sun was warm and in general the crossing was
remarkably good. We met a mass of ships. I read a lot to dispel my sadness

4 October ~ Fredensborg, Denmark The weather on our last-but-one da, was
rainy, the morning was still but towards evening a strong wind got up. After coffee
we went for a walk. All the heavy luggage was sent aboard the yacht and the rooms
took on a mournful look. There was fog by the time we went out again, and tire air
was so damp that it was difficult to breathe as we walked.

We stopped to rest in the summer house on the mound in the park, and lit a
small fire. Sadness has imprinted its mark on each one of us; involuntarily the 'ques­
tion poses itself - when, and where and in what circumstances will the family next
meet again?

5 October The horrible day of departure! Got up early to pack my last things,
which were sent on to town ahead of us. At 11 o'clock we left Fredensborg in warm
weather and a downpour.

From the station we went to Amalienborg, where we said goodbye to dear
Amama and the whole family. Apapa accompanied us as far as Tolboten wheie we
boarded the Polar Star in pouring rain. We sat down to luncheon at 1.30,. a the
same time as Aunt Alix was having luncheon on the Osborne. At about 3 o'clock
they all came over to ns, it was strange to see each other again after the tearful
farewells. We sat around the cabins and chatted.

At 5 o’clock Mama and the others left the yacht and went back to Amalienborg,
where Papa, Misha and I followed after the lowering of the flag. We sat down to din­
ner in the small dining room. Poor Amama was so disturbed by all the protracted
farewells that she had to leave the table and lie down on the couch in her room.

Tn the evening we wandered around the rooms and gathered at about 9 o'clock
for tea with Amama. After saying a final goodbye to her we returned to the Doiar
Star with Aunt Alix, Victoria and Maud. After that we took them with Mama over
onto the Osborne and having said goodbye we came back. At 12 o'clock 1 went into
the ward room, where we sat down to a zakuska. I presented the officers with a lov­
ing cup with three handles, which was successfully put into use.

Ella to Nicky - 20 October - Darmstadt
Dearest Nicky,

Here at last is my letter about Pelly I.13 He is just as ever no changetnent and -/ou
remember our conversations before, well I wish you to know all perfectly clearly,
after different conversations he gave in to see Pelly II but wishing her to understand
that in spite of the depth and unallering sentiment he has not the courage to change
his religion] only I repeated that Pelly II longed to see him and speak It oul - well

" Ella had adopted Nicky and Alix's private nicknames.
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Nicky, Diary - 26 October - St Petersburg
A great misfortune happened yesterday - our wonderful con^nosef Tchaikovsk

ear much hope there is not and he begs me to tell you not to misunderstand him
but that my idea is that seeing Pelly II talking with her perhaps God will give him the
courage to do a thing for love which now seems to him impossible. I don't men­
tion the Pellys' names as really one never knows if the post does not read the let­
ters and as 1 know how important and what deep interest you take in their fate 1
write thus. Please tell Pelly's parents all I say so that in case (God grant it may not be
so) nothing comes of their meeting they may not reprove Pelly I of having given false
hopes. I promised to write all as it is and hope you understand, in spite of all I hope
that love may conquer and be too strong and his love is so deep and pure and the
poor creature so utterly miserable that it makes ones heart ache that R[eligion]
should come between, they must both pray, and oh I do so hope as all other
difficulties have passed.

■ If Pelly II consents telegraph to me all right then Sergei will write to the person who
invited for Easter anti we would go together to pay a visit and meet Pelly II there.
You must answer directly. Pelly 11 might do as if she were travelling in different
towns or simply pay a visit of congratulations as they are reigning now, papers will
always talk if they meet or do not meet so that must not be the trouble. May I now
say my opinion this is her last and only chance she must come now or it is a finished
thing forever whereas if they meet who knows it is so difficult to refuse accepting
the only being you love since years for whom the heart has been suffering to be sep-

■arated. Pelly I said he would die for his love and if they speak perhaps the real bar­
rier which has kept them apart will melt before the words of love from Pelly II don't
you hope so and pray so for their happiness may God bless those poor darlings.

Ask the Father Ioann of Kronstadt to come and see Pelly II bless her and pray with her
she wants God's help more than ever usually in life please please do tell her so now
dear courage to speak to her and say all and may she come and we meet her soon.
Kind messages from all to you, and a hearty kiss from your old friend and Aunt Ella.

Nicky to Alix - 31 October - Gatchina
Dearest Alix

Please excuse this boldness of mine of writing a few lines to tell you how sorry I
was and how 1 deeply regret not to have been able to come and see you while Ella
stayed with you. But after our returning from Denmark, a lot of important matters
- one about Georgy [brother] - who luckily is quite well now, kept me back from
going. You may well imagine my disappointment at losing such a splendid and easy
chance of flying off to Pelly, after such a long long time

Berlin and all those ceremonies and functions for Mossy [Margaret of Prussia]'s
wedding, where we generally used to be about half a mile off from each other, can­
not be called a pleasant meeting. And for you poor thing especially it must be of a
disagreeable recollection, as you suffered so from an ear-ache!

I do hope you are Quite well and that awful pain has not come back.
ouldn't you send me a photfl fl! yo new

so happy to have one near
reglajs-nt-alKl Whenever I look into our

ones, like those you sent to Xenia
. I have to go often to to
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Alix to Xenia - 8 November - Darmstadt

(^7
l have been torturing myseFf. To hurt one whom one loves is fearful, and

yet 1 don't want him to go on hoping, as 1 can never change my Religion. God b ess
the dear, and may he not think ill of his old Pelly. 1 feel too upset to write any more

Your old All
driftpin in l»> n»wEiMt iJfffliiai JUTHUtaWflUUi JUU, muji

Darling Xenia
A good kiss and fondest thanks for your dear letter.
It was such a pleasure hearing again from you. Yes, do continue writing to me,

don't let what 1 am going to tell you, put a stop to our friendship and correspon­
dence. My photo and a letter I have sent through Ella to Nicky. In it he will see, that
Icanng^^jjgjjgpaji

Alix to Nicky - 8 November - Darmstadt
Dearest Nicky,

I sen
you wished

I am certain that you would not wish me to change against my conviction. Waat
^happiness can come from a marriage which begins without the real blessrhxLZi
,Go3? For 1 teel it a~5tn to change that belfeFltTWirtth 1 have been brought~upand
which I love, _I should never find my peace of mind again, and like that 1 should
never be your real companion who should help you on in life; for there alw i
should be something between us two, in my not having the real conviction ot lie
belief I had taken, and In the regret for the one I had left.

It would be acting a lie to you, your Religion and to God. This is tny feeling of
right and wrong, and one's innermost religious convictions and one's peace of con-

You know what.my feelings are as Ella has told them to you already, but I feel jt '
in/duty to tell them to you myself. I thought everything for a long time and I only
beg you not to think that I take it lightly for it grieves me terribly and makes me
very unhappy.

1 have tried to look at it in every light that is possible, but I always return to one
thing. I cannot do it against my conscience. You, dear Nicky, who have also such a
strong belief will understand me that I think it is a sin to change my belief, and I
jhould be miserable all the days of niylile, knowing that I had done a wrongful

u my very best thanks for your dear le >$nd enclose the photograph
ave and which Ella will forwar

for

o you.
» I IMn lll'dl W8

s it gives m^he\hWeX^mte\o you all
thespu^fif themb^n^rnight nbt^tv^

uld not
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And now Goodbye my darling Slicky, and may God bless and protect you.

Ever your loving Ahx

science toward God before all one's earthly wishes. As all these years have not made
it possible for me to change my resolution in acting thus, I feel that now 1$ the '
moment to tell you again that I can never change my confession. .

I am certain that you will understand this clearly and see as I do, thatwe are only--* j

thawing 1

7December Woke up at 11.30. For a long time could not decide whether to go to
the Council of State or not. All the same I went - and for this reason stayed in town.
At 3 o'clock left for the regiment, having wormed my way out of the Committee of

18 November This morning I opened the packet which had been lying on my
table since last night, and in a letter from Alix from Darmstadt I learned that every­
thing is over between us - it is impossible for her to change religion, and all my
hopes are shattered by this implacable obstacle, my best dreams and my most cher­
ished wishes for the future. Such a short time ago, 1 perceived it as bright, attractive
and Imminently attainable - yet now it appears indifferent!!!

Yes, it is hard sometimes to submit to the will of God! All day I went about in a
daze, it is terribly difficult to appear calm and carefree when the question affecting
your whole future life is suddenly decided in this way!

The weather during our walk corresponded to my state of being: it was
and a gale was biowing. We dined downstairs. -

¥m’fltt|j-pr At Ciglff UtllliJ. THU lu the flint Hlc x'ijTinty'j, f.j UnilTJ
celebrationrilniiLi. T11L Lin[ii,ii mill Um mprlr.ii luuli. iniiu:

26 November To my surprise I got up feeling quite fresh, and tXat after a four-day \ )
bingel—~ ,

Nicky, Diary - 17 November - St Petersburg
We left Ropsha in wonderful weather and complete stillness. There
)f frost. I killed: 1 black grouse, 2 white partridges (f
md 8 white hares - 17 in all. The whole as much inferior to previous
- 285 pieces.

Changed at S , dined with Uncle Misha [Sandro's father] and then
ous Sleeping Beauty; it was danced hv M. Kshessinskaya. At

me), 6

see a

Ministers.

IS December Slept late. Found out that the Cavalry Guard had left at 9 o'clock In
the morning. The weather is not brilliant for the crossing: 4 degrees of frost and a
strong wind blowing straight into their faces. Went to Petersburg at 5 o'clock; had
tea with Aprak in the train. Dined at 7 o'clock at Countess Vorontsov's. We sat
down to a game of 'poker'; and then were joined by the Trubetskoys and Ferden.
Ail the old friends are already married!!! Returned to Anichkov for the night.
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17 December Walked in th^xffenagese. It was warm but terribly After tea,
with my face in a sweatjzffnished a letter to Alix - in answer to thedetterXln which
I received her reiuseffiWe dined upstaks at 8 o'clock - th^ame peopi^ as at
luncheon. \ / \

We lisJprfMto the string orchestra in thek^rscnal - tjj^y played divinely r\le
Alexpi-'came in the evening - we played makashlta \nvtcao, card game.. X

Nicky to Mbc^- 17 December -Gatchina (
My dearest Alix\. .s''

Please excuse rnynbQiaving answered ygprletter sooner, but you may well l -nag­
in e what a blow it prove<

I could not write to you all theS^days on account of the sad state of mind I was
in. Now that my restlessngss^ras passetM^feel more calm and am able to answer

ie frank and open way in whichyour letter quietly. Lepire thank you first of al
you spoke to mj>rfthat letter! There is nothing worSSSujhe world than things
misunderstapdand not brought to the point. «, «

[ still it~is so awfully hard, when you have cherished a
9 dream for many a year and think - now you are near to its being realized then

suddenly the curtain is drawn and - you see only an empty space and feei oh! so
lonely and so beaten down!! ——----- ---------------------- --------- ——

■------TCanriSTdeny lire reasons you give me, dear Alix; but J havg got one which is also_
true: you hardly know the depth of our religion. If you only could have learnt it
with fometJody, who knows It, and could have read books, where you might see the
likeness and difference of the two - perhaps then! it would not have troubled you
in the same way as it does now!

In oweis » mattaii ti oko n will tit1
_—nnttrr?TffFfflWWffij '■!... It Is too sad foi vs ords
to know that that barrier is - religion!

Don't you think, dearest, that the five years, since we know each other, have
passed in vain and with no result? Certainly not - for me at least. And how am I to
change my feelings after waiting and wishing for so long, even now after that sad
letter you sent me? I trust in God's mercy; maybe it is His will that we both, bur you
especially should suffer long - maybe after helping us through al) these miseries

j and trials - He will yet guide my darling along the path that I daily pray for
j Oh! do not say 'no' directly, my dearest Alix, do not ruin my life already! Dojrou
I think there can exist any happiness.in the whole world without you After liiiving

involuntarily! kept me waiting and hoping, can this end in such a wav?
Oh! do not get angry with me if I am beginning to say silly things, though 1

promised in this letter to be calm! Your heart is too kind not to understand what
tortures I am going through now,

But I have spoken enough and must end this epistle of mine. Thank vou m much
for your charming photo.

fc*mri inlrhi rinnrnrt lUU^lhut thfi-mminp Yea*- t"«Ltri-(lT- J j-L I-A ku|jpniLj ,,JL1 rTTr.-
Ever your loving and devotee Nicky
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KR, Diary -/April
Here I leajgft from the Empress that on the day of Nicky's departure Xenia received
a telegram from Alix in which she warned that she remained adamant, that is to
say/fhat she did not agree to convert to Orth
jdUky was very upset-and wgnte<-ta-6t'MfcJ%ffthe Empress insisted that he an_ She—

dttvTsed-him V> turn for help to Queen Victoria~whd has a great influence on her I
granddaughter? ~ ’

Nicky, Diary - 2 April - Gatchina /
Ideal weather. Went for a walk with Mama, Xenja'and Sandro. The three of us went
boating and revelled in the tranquillity and tile quiet air. It was possible to sit with
the windows open. At 3 o'clock we again/yrent out round the lake and got into var­
ious boats. We were very successful atytireaklng up the ice and pulled large blocks
into the middle of the lake. We hacjX&t at 5 o’clock. AtTo o'clock I said goodbye to
dear Papa and Mama and'TventXith Sandro to the station. The train had already
arrived from town with Ungfe Vladimir, Aunt Michen, Uncle Sergei, Aunt Ella,
Uncle Pavel and their laefles-in-waitlng and adjutants. At 10-30 we set off for
Coburg. We had supngf; it was very pleasant to travel in the dining car fn~such
company. /

wriPBqywffHHrinii imiiiii h himMj
qUL_audiit iii cruel always to say Tam ruining his life - can J help it, when to make

^hjffLhappy I should be committing a’slp7n^V^r^cle"'ce?‘tirti^*rd>nnHg^~-v-' :‘-
ij; l! Wlllll ITillf1

One worry and sorrow follows the otljer - in 5 days we are yiff.to Coburg
Ernie's wedding7 - what myjeelingsai^you can imagine. God granT they mame
happy - she is such a dear. ' ' 7 /

I am going to England for two or three months, as I would only be in th«r way
here. The heat is great, but everything is so green and lovely and all thgdriiit trees
in bloom - too beautiful, we spend many hours in the woods. /

Goodbye, my little Chicken, many a loving kiss from your evpr'devoted old Alix
Best love to Sandro. /

1894

AHx to Xenia - 30 March - DarmJtadtl---------7777^—-^ ~ ■——
Darling Xenia

A tender kjss/best thanks for yope-dear letterjujd the charming photos. It seem;
too funrB<to think that youjer€aboi it to bp'fnarnled - Goddess ym£\ny ^Weti

I' Chilpfand may yoiVhSvtrevery possihJgJrSpplnessA—-—\
Darling, why d^4rdu speakahout thatsubject, whict^rA never wanted tt> mcl

tion anih? It^miid as you^now it rieynanbe - al^Jlona I ha^elaid sgydo^«g|
think itVsijidt ahead Vha^^nougk, t^irnow youaj^nurtin3firsi4hd™fso4*W1?G

uii'iin....g iu Dwiit~AffitlBrt,l'TiCTmi Tjf hi uriii

’ The marriage of Alix's brother Ernie to Nicky's cousin Ducky took place at Coburg, the. famiis
seal of the Dukes of Saxe-Coburg-Gptha in southern Germany. Ducky's father, Alfred. Duke of

TUfflburgfi, had assumed the title of Duke of Saxe-toburg-Gotha In 1893.
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8 April - Coburg A wonderful, unforgettable day in my life - the day of mv
betrothal to my dear beloved Alix. She came to Aunt Michen after 10 o'clock, and
after they had talked, she and I had our discussion.

God, wfrjit a mountain has fallen from my shoulders; with what joy have 1 been
able to delight dear Papa and Mamai ! spent the whdl4 day in a haze, not quite
knowing what ha<j happened tn ~

7 April The day of Ernie aa^UTucksi'S-WeddiiigN began by being half an hour iate
for breakfasTa unt Mart's, where the whole farhljy had gathered, and I bad to
walk alone in front of tjafe crowd in the square. We albgathered in the upstairs gal­
leries, and after the ciyfl marriage contract had been sign we went to the church
The service did no0ast long. Ernie and Ducky make a lo y couple. The pastor
gave a splendid s on, which surprisingly went straight to f heart df my own

■fooblem^At tiy/ moment I terribly wattttilll'U Iw able td'lwk lutdMUix's soull-After
the weddingjXerc was a family luncheon, and the young couple left' “ " ' '
Went for a/ralk with Uncle Vladimir; in the end we reached the fortre"s\and made
a detailedtout of the armoury museum. We had just arrived home wheh. a storm
broke d it poured with rain all night. We dined with Aunt Marie, in Uniform
became of the Emperor, who never wears civilian clothes, and then walked, or
rather ran because of the downpour, to the theatre. They were performing

t of The Clowns and a good play. Drank

Returned\nd had coffee in our communal drawing room. Alix then arrived.
I touche\as little as possible on yesterday's question, it wjK enough she still

agreeJto see f^e and talk to me. At lit o'clock We Wfeht 16
11UU 16 WAIL Until two for luncheon with e Queen.

Meeting agaln\ifter a short wait, we went in two ages to Rosenau, which
belongs to Uncle ed. There we walked, visited the ojringerie and the house itself.
and had tea on the
chief footman was at 1

ss next to the lawn-tennis.
persuaded to sing two

had a good laugh when the
three songs; he started in the

e bushes. The rest o/the family joined us_at 4 o clocktower and ended behind
from luncheon.

I On the return journey we\jnet the Quepfi, JEmpress Frederick, and Beatrice. ‘
Everyone got out and embrahgd on th/' roacLHavfflJ^Iiangeci into Prussian
uniforms, we went to the statioi\to mt/t Wilhelm [Kaiser Willy]. He arrived at 6
'o'clock and also moved into our ca

At 8 o'clock we gathered for a fam inner; after which there was a performance
y ac plays, the tiny stage was in one of the

halls. We all dispersed after havijfg tea together. Wilhelm sat with us until 1 o'clock

ampagne in the billiard room.

upstairs; they put on two beauti

me

therefore hadTrerTwt^JTOWfflSyST

Wilhelm sat in the next room with the uncles and aunts and waited for the out-
 .  peen and_hom there jo Aunt

Mane's, where for a long while the whole family embraced each other in joy.
L After luncheon we went to Aunt Marie's church for a service of thanksgiving’’’

f ’* Empress FKdcrlcj^otherwlse^Prli^^L^lSfpba.eldeit daughter of Queen Victoria. Widow
the uetMTEffiperor, FreJertckHTrhelr son iyiTY-^aAAluaLfuiu^rpr Wllhflm Ij^rincess
SeaiHce, Qllfejfi VlHdHa1® youngest daughter] married to Prince Henry of Battcnberg’('Llko'), w

^ber of the future Queen of Spain.
JXLvJe, Duchess of Edlnhurgh, sister of 'bar Alexander III. She remained Orthodox an J



FROM :nfrl FAX NO. :5084872136 Jun. 08 2004 3"-: 3;pi | p22

48 1 894

Ever your most loving cousin Georgie.

illWHiCHil

The day after our arrival here, I had a long and extremely difficult conversation
with Alix, during which I tried to explain to her that she co\ld not do othc

nd wished to marry her. I am quite certain, that she will make you
d she is charming, lovely and accomplished.

Then we all went to Rosenau, where a ball had been arranged for the litti: baby
'Bee', on the occasion of her birthday. I did not feel like dancing, hit walk md
talked in the garden with my bride. I still cannot believe that i have a oride
Returned home at 6.15. There was already a pile of telegrams. We had dinner at
8 o'clock. We drove to the illuminations and then went upstairs for a court concert.
The Bavarian regimental string orchestra played brilliantly. In the evening we sat
again together In our sitting room. 

mopilnp the Queen's dragoon guards played a whole programme ,
~ I —..in . I IIILI. ■<■.■-1111 'I

Geo , Duke of Yor Nicky - 9 April - York Cottage, Sandringham
My deX;, old Nicky!

I wish\ou and dear Alix every possible joy and happiness now and in the Future.
I am ind delighted to think that everything is settled at last and that the great
wish of yourN^eart is at last accomplished, as I well know that for some years you
have loved A
an excellent wife

I am also so glad Jh^t your engagement has taken place at Coburg and I know it
will Jhqyp-pliff" P-" 3ma the preatest possible pleasure to be present c-n this
happy occasion, she is v fond of Alix and has always toFcT me how m ich site
hoped that sorne day she uld marry you. So Emie and Ducky are married and
Xenia and Sandro are engaged^what_a lot of weddings there will be this y:-ai, you
are all following my good example you see. ,
God bless you, dear Nicky.

icky to Empress Marie - 10 April - Palais burg, Coburg
y dearest darling \fama
I do not know how to start this letter, as there i\o much 1 want to say that the

thoughts are all mixed up in my head. So this is ho
to the mercy of our Lord God, when I was convinced t

windows - very toucFfingTAt It) o'clock wonflerRir?
!fter Id have coffee with the'Qtljflu day was,cold and grey but our
llgflt mill joyful. AiJdJfW* lianlirSfiriUF'rrnflfrrrice thn niliisF fillip

IbjpTM Wrflfrn After lunch, I sat with Alix answejj
went together by char-a-banc to Rosenau. 1 drove.

What a delight! It was not particularly fun there, we jujX^vandered around not
knowing what to do, while at home there were good s knows how many tele­
grams. On the other hand I did not move from

telegrams. We

s side, so I should net com-
e at 6 o'clock m time fi Palm­plain, except perhaps for the cold. Returned h

Saturday vespers. I again sat with my bride
dinner with the Queen. We wore event
evening there was another court co

cause of which I was nearlv late for
ress as Wilhelm had already let' Ln the

rt. Sat together until 1 o'clock

ny affair turned out. t.
outcome was comp
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and thirt'cannot embrace youanddearPapa^t7!iTs7nomenr^^vTioT^WorITffi!T
been transformed, and everything, nature, people, places, all seem attractive, good
and full of joy. I simply was not able to write, my hands were trembling and fr :m
then on, in fact, I did not have a single moment free.

)
|than to give her consent! She was crying the whole time, and only answered from
rime to time in a whisper: 'No! I cannot.' <

I |ust kept on repeating and insisting on what I had already said earlier. Although r
jhis conversation went on for more than two hours, it ended in nothing, becauseneither of us would give in to the other.

The next morning we talked more calmly; 1 gave her your letter and after that she
could not say anything. This was already a sign for me of the final stage of the con­
flict which had arisen within her from our first conversation. The marriage of Ernie
and Ducky was the final drop in her cup of suffering and hesitations. She decided
to talk to Aunt Mlchen; this was also Ernie's advice. As he was leaving, he whispere d
to me that there was hope of a happy outcome.

I have to say here that during the whole of those three days I suffered terrible
anxiety; all the relatives kept asking me in confidence about her and, expressing
their sympathy in the most touching way, wished me all the best. But all this pro­
voked in me even greater fears and doubts that perhaps things would not be
resolved.

Jflie Empejor [Wilheltn]_alsp trledjae even had a talkwlth Alix and on that morn­
ing of 8th Apri^roug!iHiem^isaHiomT^!T?tnernvSi^fflt?nt Michen and soon
afterwards came into the room where I was sitting with the Uncles, Aunt Ella and
Wilhelm. Theyjeftus alone and ,.,_the first thing she said was ... that she_^gig£dl.
Oh God, what happenetTt(HneTKen^ntarte<^ocr)rBRffa^H!c0md so did she,
only her expression immediately changed: her face brl£M£hcd amTtook on an aura
otpegee. - —~~~~ ■ * 1

~""1 .......rrr —Hy Stt fining) tliiTt miiTi fiwwfrwtfs of telej >
 iwemd-anri- I was dying just to sit alone in a corner with my deaA I

ride. She has completely changed and become gay, amusing, talkative and tender. 11
I do not know how,to thank God for His great mercy, y|

That same day we? went to a service In Aunt Marie's church. She and all the sis­
ters were present. At Alix's request we will go to Darmstadt for one night, now she
will see her native land with quite other feelings. I had asked you if I could stay for
two weeks, but now I think I will come earlier, towards the middle of Easter week
I so want to spend a little more time quietly with her.

But now, my dear Mama, 1 must finish. I am enclosing her letter to you. I embrace
dear Papa and all the others,

grams-in be ans'

Nicky, Diary - 10 April - Palais Edinburg, Coburg
Celebrated Uncle Vladimir's name day; for the first time Alix ana [ took him a pres- ,
ent together. Went upstairs with her at 10 o'clock to have coffee with the Queen.
Made it io church In the middle of the service, and from tb4re to Alix and the end­
less quantities of telegrams, which seem to increase rather than diminish. All the
Russian gentlemen brought my bride a bouquet. Hao luncheon at one. Todav is
Simply cold with rain from time to time. Said goodbye to the Queen and Uncle
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14 Alix's sister. \
" Louis of Battenberg, mauled to Alix's eldest sister Victoria (Toria). They lived at Elm Spivc,

Walton-on-Thames.

mitv ____
Empress Marie to Nicky - 10 April - Gatchina ~ ■
My dear sweet Nicky!

Words cannot express with what delight and great joy I received this happ- news!
I almost felt faint I was so overjoyed! But how sad not to be with you my beloved
Nicky at this great moment in your life! Not to be able to kiss you and bless you
from the depths of my soul! May God shower you both with his blessings and grant
you every possible happiness on this earth; this is mv most Tervent and ardent
prayer tor you my Nicky? 1 was so happy, and shed tears of joy and emotion and ran
to announce this happy news to Papa first of all then to Xenia and Sandro ar ci there
were nothing but shouts of joy and real jubilation!

We had parted with such a bad and desperate feeling on the evening af your
departure that my heart bled as I saw you go and my thoughts and prayets never
left you. But thank God the Good Lord has arranged everything for the best and
now you ire-happy and content and we are overcome with joy knowing y, ” to b<T
so happy. Your greatest wish has been granted at last after so many vicissitudes. Also
we are waiting with an almost febrile impatience for the first letter with th-= details
of how it all happened. You cannot imagine how awful and painful it is tc be sep­
arated from you at a moment like this and how envious and furious I am t hat the
uncles and aunts were present while Papa and myself who are closes' to von were
xcluded! It's horribly sad and hard for us. I kiss you both my dear children with all
y heart and pray that God will bless and always keep you in under his sacred pro-

ection. I hope dearest Alix will look upon me as a loving mother who'U receive her
ith open arms like her own dear child. Papa embraces you warmly and lovingly

and wishes you both happiness and every good thing. May God keep you!
,Ypur ever-loving Mama

Bertie. At 4.30 Victoria, Aunt Ella, Ir&ne,16 Alix, Uncle Se
Darmstadt. Travelled by special train for precisely

welcome; Ducky and Ernie were o

ifCudwig” and 1 left for
ours. We changed into full

uniform and pulled into Alix's native to 6 o'clock. There was a triumphant
sts for the first time. A guard of honour, a

sand crowds of people. As soon as w? reached the
StTpper as we were very hungry. How strange and yr: pleas­

ere. Sat in Alix's rooms and examined them in de-ad It ■. even
part for the night.

four-ln-hand escort, iliumin
palace, we sat down
ant to find o
a sha

ia to Nicky - 10 April - Gatchina

joy, I am terribly happy and you will understand why
ama yesterday when our wedding was goinc to be,

i^nd repeated it twice, I was simply m id, it’s
Imagine, when I last as

and Mama answered 'I don't kri
unbelievable, you can't treat people li ings. But when I asked hei about your
wedding, Mama replied that there was no rea
er the better, now tell me where there is any justice^

o wait, in other words tTr soon-

for you.

iO

Dari
You cannot ini

Uim of course o eroyed
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KR, Diary - 10 April, Palm Sunday - Gatchina
There was a church service at Gatchina. 1 had not seen the Empress so radiant in a
long time. Nicky's betrothal has delighted all Russians, who have been waiting for
a long time for him to settle down to married life. I personally rejoice for him with
all my heart, as I know his most cherished wish has come true. But my joy is tem­
pered by some reservations; 1 imagine that he will no longer be able to serve in the
regiment as he himself would have wished, and it seems certain that he will often
be distracted from his military obligations. And so, just as there was no hope of the
betrothal taking place suddenly a telegram arrives on April 8th from Nicky and Alix
together: we are engaged.

Nicky, Diary - 11 April - Palais Edinburg, Coburg

LWC-tljM

Slept splendidly in Uncle Alfred's rooms downstairs to the left of the entrance. The
weather was much warmer than in Coburg, everything was In full bloom and the
scent wonderfiij. After coffee-with the--wh^l^£amj|v. sat-With Alix answ
gram^fler attitude towards me has changed so much during the last few i
utteny entranced.~
“Thi!> IHfflfnm^sne wrote three sentences in Russian without a single
11.30 we went together by char-a-banc to Rosenau, where her late par
and sister, are burled In a pavilion.1" Picked flowers and lilac eve
to town at about two and had luncheon with those of our rela
Darmstadt. Afterwards we had our picture taken, as a group a
Alix. The public broke through into the garden, which made

-Nicky, Piary - 12 April - Palais Edinburg, Coburg — ----- .-**5
Woke up to a beautlllirilliyf*WCTff*wH Anj<ftQ have coffee with the Queen; now I | I

‘^rTinfflntry~pla)i,“d I
rote telegralFviffi Alix. At 11 o'clock went to church. Lunched at 3 o'clock with »

the Queen. Looked at the group photographs taken before and after Ducky and V*
Ernie's wedding.

Alix and I went together to Rosenau by char-il-banc. Quite a number of people

days,'am

istake! At
, a brother

ere'i Returned
es who were in

in pairs - 1 with
funny spectacle.

Georgy [brother] to Nicky - 12 April - Abas Tuman,/lrimca
My dear Nicky!

Once again I congratulate you with all my hea
not imagine how pleased I was at this happy
May God grant you happiness and all the be

When 1 learnt that you had gone to Cobyfg, I was immediately sure that the trip
would end in your engagement. And th how it turned out! In fact it turned out
very well: two engagements in the fap<ily in one year. It would be interesting to
know when the weddings will be, d whether they will take place at about the
same time.

n your engagement. You can­
es, and not just 1, but everyone.

IS Alix's mother, second daughter of Queen Victoria, had died in 1878 aged thirty-five, her
father, Grand Duke Ludwig IV of Hesse, died in 1892, her brother Frederick died aged two In ' 873,
her sister Mary in 1878 aged four.
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had gathered to play lawn-tennis and drink tea. Returned with her and 'ent
straight to church. Sat with my delightful bride. With Aunt Marie's permission have
moved from the castle into the cottage in her garden, next to the villa when- \jix
is staying. I am in Alfred's rooms, as he left today for Potsdam. It's very cosy con­
venient and, most importantly, near to her. At 9 o'clock we went to dine wit- the
Queen also; but were allowed to miss the concert because of Holy week. We sa tor
a very long time in our former communal sitting room.

13 April From the morning it was a wonderful day. Went with Alix to have cotfee
with the Queen. It is not very convenient to keep to Lent abroad, and I had to
refuse many things. After church a crowd of us went to visit Princess Clementine
Coburg; she is so deaf that she always carries a hearing aid. At 3 o'clock Alix anc I
drove with the same horse up the hill past the fortress, and then alffpg
roundabout road as far as Rosenau, v.-h"«> JfVit nf the 1 Jlh'1 . ire preparing >0
have tea. Walked with rry *]jY gnilH'l'Hll 1L7L.. and sat with her for a long ime
on the bench bvjj>pdflo - a delightful little corner.

Empress Marie to Nicky - 14 April - Gatchina
My sweet dearest darling Nicky,

I thank you with all my heart for your dear kind letter which I received yesteiday
with Aunt Michen and which moved me to tears.

Thank you thank you for each affectionate word which goes straight, straight to
my heart which Is so full of love for you and which has opened like a flower to
receive your dear Alix whom I already regard as my own daughter and whom I
await with such impatience. It was such a joy yesterday morning to receive your -wo
dearest lettersl

Tell Alix that I was so touched by hers - only she must not call me Auntie M. ma
or Motherdear, this is what 1 am for her now. Poor children, what moral tortures zou
have both been through - it was a real battle! But God helped you to prevail and to
win this great victory and now He will bless you both I am sure. May He hear ’-our
prayers and grant you every happiness in this world, and thereby our happness
and that of all our dear land! I am sending you a very little Easter egg.

Forever your Loving Mania

j Emperor Alexander III to Nicky - 14 April - Gatchina
My dear sweet Nicky
s<you can imagine the feeling of joy and gratitude towards the Lord with which we
learnt of your engagement! 1 have to admit that I did not believe the posslbilits of
such an outcome and was sure your attempt would fail completely, but the I orc.
guided you, gave you strength and blessed you, many thanks to Him for His merev
If only you had seen the happiness and rejoicing with which everyone greeted Iht
yiews;ffi? immediately started to receive a mass of telegrams, and are stili being
Overwhelmed by then^/pSsi^—1—
"fJrnTuiti'lflill doubly happy, and everything that happened, although"

Iforgotten, will surely have been useful in showing that not everything is ,-.o e,.,.
^particularly such an enormous step, which will decide your whole future .>t.J \ ,
ensuing family life.
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old Hen

ve al

akes me feel
let

giimduiliilU USSSEmg
Iw^hnarji,^

ind and
e magnific

aw those beautiful st
ds most tenderly.'

m most grateful a/d thankful for

oo great, 1 n only thank God on my
id what'an an the dear boy is; how glad y

You wll w o me sometimes, won't you/i:
you, Give y love.

the raijf but n to the Rosenau, todav I hive

gland, so shall see t
does seem too funn

p today thaNJiave had to ha a fire made.

not see my Ni
I cannot descri

<nees for having,
will be to have him bacN^gain
Sandro is not the whole day

We went for a drive yesterd
o doubt we shall go there.
I am going to spend a nigjft at Dajj

young couple again - they/ook
Ernie being married. It is/o

Now enough for toda/.
With m

dt on my way t
d content, butappy

a loving kiss I remain eveb^our very lovi

to Empress Marie - 18 April - Palais Edinburg, Coburg
Motherdear,

me I may call you so, oh thank you so much^
an I thank you and dear Uncle e

Dar

good to
d as to send me. ItJent you were so

me quite a shock when
you ever so much for it, and

I feel so proud to have you
it, and the sweet egg

Only two days j
miserable, b
him

r letter - all to
rand then darling Nicky an ve to p

am sure that his little Motherdear is Ion
to England this summer, won’t you, because it would be to

Nicky to Empjfis/vfarie - 18 April -
My dearest Mama,

hno/express how happy your kind letter made me, a
pleased.

I also/m completely happy and calm.
x is delightful and has been completely transformed from her state o

both happy a

itpiii immeuinhuitialirr in Kuwiw
My darling little Xenia <

eet little egg and lovely little bsend you my most\ender thanks for the
I was deeply touched atNour having thou t of me.

others are all in Chn<ch, and I am^itting alone, so use the o rtunlty for
writin

Alasl O
o my Chicken.

two days and then part/1 feel miserable at the yj€a - but what can't 
be cured mult be endured. You are envied seeing SandMfevery day, and I shall

for over a month.
jny happiness / it i

me thus.

now,
d whilst fog iskrreellng there, my thoughts apd prayers/rewith hirn. With
IpUwiH-^ppp leam^o love his Religion too, and I a^>ThewiTuieffime?ptit 1'
ftirtoPinther yni^ritiTn lonsOotlBr- _
Mth very fondest love to dear Father, I am, Dari little Motherdear,

pres-
do beautiful for jrfe! It gave

es. I thank

1894

Words



FAX NO. :5084872136

1894

12

H

FROM :nM Jun. 08 2004 X:3-'" P27

/ own precious Ni
Ifaril lying in bed, but cann
ak,we cannot. Oh, how I miss you, it
tars al) alone with you. No goodnight kiss a
Oughts will meet won't they?

o sleep before I have written to you, as speak
be described and 1 long for the two

essing, it is hard. But our

&...Nicky to Alix - 20 April, this sad Wednesday - Palais Edinbur
My sweet darling beloved Alix!

Ohl it was too awful saying^fttfodbye like that, with a lot of [
. frontall sides! I^allTeyepftigi’l1 lllc^WUUl !>Hd and yet smiling^
angelic face looking oyfof the window as the train was be^jrfriit
. To know that yoertiad to spend 9 hours in that smaffcompt
^ourself - was cruel to me and especially the thojjgm that I wi
'morel The coming home was more than unuj«dsant and wher
room, where you had just been a few minjX^s before, I could r
'tears. But then oh! what a delightful suffuse - on my table in tl

>day a note from you, my darling Utti?*$ii. Thank you and thank i
Jiing comforting words that you wr^te In it. Ohl really those few 11
Certainly, my love, I shall snpa£with Papa about that question am
to .remember that in evgrjhhing where you shall need my help,

.’.that I Shall be thereb^your side and that also a deeply loving ai
Wherever it is, rvjjl*aiways beat in time with yours my sweet onel
©All these d I was so overcome with joy and happiness, being by my darling's
Side, that ould not say or tell you the hundredth part of what I might have spo­
ken. 1 1 very deeply and then I cannot get the words out; it is stupid and tire-

but so it is. I hope that this shyness or whatever it is will pass, for next time
*-u"- - ""

lips to your
AUx'0wn.?.ar!^?Si XQU doo'!•toow.ilg^awhave changed me

““lout a fond" hand and by making me rise tip to you - the emblem of
pure love and faith! No! Do not think that these are vain words, no they come

^htOhi mylnnermost feeling of admiration, trust and love that you have inspired me
With. I must repeat again the same words I told you my precious little girl, the day
f our engagement, that all my life belonged to you and that I could never be

plough thankful to you dearest, for all you have done, are doing and are going to
Bpfor me! May God help and protect you on the difficult beginning of your path!
fy prayers, Jglessings and thoughts are constantly with my darling little thing!

MZLl w^ll III .^)FI I

drove in our pony-carriage. We drove up our nice road along the hiTj^down^
ere we took tea. Before that we took a walk, I saw our begin where j

en I went along the stream, looked at tHe groFtcj/found these
inland felt suddenly that I loved that place dearlyl

Hie sun was bright, but I was so lonely 11!
y sweet little owl did not suf-

fehare came on
ron the side of

was too fine for the oc 
the passage was a smooth one an

and is not too much tried by her journey. Give my
bd-bye my own darling beloved Alix. God bless you one

For ever your own deeply loving anThthankful Nicky

Jove to Granny. And now

liX'to

.4j

^20 April - Darmstadt
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n and al). Oh dear, oh dear...
n trying to arrange the room a bit, and have be
frog. I have unpacked my music and as soon as I

glected the piano too shamefully lately. All your

r the flowers. I am
still excellently. The

often I have read it in
our kisses and blessing.

id, not a movement and I 

e stared ;t and made an object of curiosity which in her present position as \our
Bride would be both unpleasant and improper.
j\s she has nn.Parents._I_feel I aifl. the only person who can really be anayerable

for hg£. All her dear Sisters after_their beloved Mother’s death looked to me as their
second Me ther, but they had~sffl7 their dear Father.

flluw piftjidear Alicfcy is anOrpharyand has no’one but me at all in that position.
Anything you wish, 1 hope you will tfll me direct. I am so sorry not to be able to" take
lfili to BalfroMi, which is the finest air in the world, but it was rather too bracing
for her 2 years ago. I hope in the autumn she might be able to do so.

Believe me with true affection, dear Nicky, yoittJevotedflfutu«^-©H»«dajama
~ ~ Victoria RI 

Alix to Nicky - 22 April - Windsor Castle
My own precious Nicky dear,

I have just arrived and had breakfast with Granny. How i/reminded me of
Coburg and made me miss you more than ever. But there th/delight at finding
your sweet letter for which many tender kisses and thanks
going to pi t them in my Bible and Prayerbook - they sm
comfort of raving your letter is great and I don't know h
these few n incites and covered it with kisses. How I mis

The jourr ey went off well and the crossing was sple
do not feel very tired. Everything is so beautifully gr/^n-bright of flowers. Granny
has a tiresome cough. The whole journey I kept yqtfr coin in my hand and played
with it and looked at the photo - a little comfgft. Not only that 1 miss you, but
Ernie too, everything reminds me of a few we
and I feel quite lost without him. Granny

s ago where we were here togethei
Is me she has written to you - she

wrote to me even to Darmstadt. Aunt B rice is going up to iondon for some
function, so Granny, I and the children yfill be left to ourselves.

Your lette has made me too awfullyjfappy. I also feel shy to express my feelings.
1 had such a lot I wanted to tell you d ask and speak about and I felt too shy. We
shall have to conquer this weaknt/s, don't you think so? Oh, I want you ever so
badly my own beloved One my

So here 1 am again. I ha
standing up all my photos a
can, I intend playing, as I h/ve
photos are looking at me/vith thi\r beautiful big eyes. Oh, were you but here. I
could press mu to my
shall anxiously wait y
your letters will be m/greatest |oy, and whl\T shall look forward to the most in the
day. I have i sed a ijftle of your scent, but the ell makes me sad.

Yes, sweet one, i/was having to say goodbye sd>foldly at the station before even-
one. I had to t k of when you arrived. 1 shall ver forget those first days and
what a beast I /as to you, forgive me, my love. Oh, you only knew how I adore
you and the y/ars have made my affection for you gio tronger and deeper; I wish
only I were /orthier of your love and tenderness. You a\much too good for me
But I n

God

ink you are still rattling along, poor dear. I
ning. You will write often, won't you, asr telegram this

op, otherwise this letter won’t reach the post
zou, my own true love. Many a tender kiss,

Ever deeply dev\ed little girl, Mix
how funny it sounds. Sweet one I cannot stop thinki of you.

b

art. And to

time.

Your bri
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I am, ever your loving and deeply devoted Alix

u know of a
ore abo

.uulil‘1
makes me, but God will help me, you too, my lovek, w&B't 'you, so as Jhqt I ma)
llWdyS gUt 3 BlfflUf Lhrishan and serve my God as truly as hitherto^nd more. How
Ljn*f BBffg'finnen'ough for having given me such a heart, STBiy tfoysy to call my

and protect you - now and evermore. It is so sad sitting all
to Nicky, no Ernie; I could cry. 1 sit and gaze at yotlr photos and wonder
ou are doing and have read your sweet letter over and over again, and kiss
it.
my own precious darling Nicky 1 must say goodbye. God bless you. Many <■.
dss.

riO

Same day As soon as I have finished one letter to you, I want to beghj^Tnothei
am ar. old chatterbox, and when you are near me, I get numb like old owl li

you wou'd Ibtyou could mention any nice book, a translation from the Russia^
your s tupid frog to read, do tell me.

egan by asking me sI went out driving with Grandmama this afternoon. Sh
many questions, when, how, and where, and what ha
sion aid so on, till I no longer knew what to say. S s very fond of you, my Lovi

admired the beautiful natun
distance, with sunshine on it an i

. Then I took tea with her and the chc-

if I write so often to you, I cannot Imagine, so I

you know. Then she dropped off to sleep, an
Wind; or Castle through the dark trees in t
brighter blue shades - like a beautiful visi
dren came in and made a shocking n^Ke. Now I am sitting all alone, after having
stuck lour of your photos in an alasydot very elegant red leather frame bought here

Whnt the post will think of
think ' had better keep to o letter a day, but no, sometimes 1 must wnte more
because when 1 sit alone jrfmy room my thoughts run madder than ever to you
so if I acre you wJ[h cjXTttering, forgive me, my own sweet Nicky dear.

little books about your Religion, do tell me, so that I migh f |
ore you ring the Priest. One book in French which belong' Iz
e since 1890,1 have with me. Op, 1 wish you were here, you \
u are so r'3i?!3K,' -Vou lutiJi Wl'flEntSncTTiow nervous it. I

ade me change my de< •

Today it a big drawing room. Georgie and May are coming to luncWoh tomorrow
how I wish you were here. We are only Ladies for supper - not livety <frid 1 am tired.
I must play the piano to wake me up a bit. /

Sleep veil my angel and dream of your 'little girly' who is paying to God foi your
happiness. /

Nicky to Alix - 23 April - Gatchina /
My own sweet beloved darling Alix, /

We arrived yesterday 4.20 in the afternopm fancy dear Papa and Mama came to
the station and they seemed so happy. C/coursc 1 told them all what you wanted
me to say and they gave in at once add said you would not have to abschworen
[renounce] the old belief, but that If'would be like with Ella. You don't know my
darling how happy I felt that the/understood your reason and that they consent­
ed at once; I am only too glad/fo be the first one who may comfort you by that.
Everybocy here is really touching, all the servants and people of the house tame
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go

■ed about the lake in our
shed home. It is so warm

is exactly like what we had

flying into my room andypr,'^ 1135 got I WII|IH M fay ^’hl hnw haiifiy I am t>>
li.r r .nlmi .itlCIT'Ilij^jnin ilCJI pITlltUj, thij uiniliing taliln urn.I LUpliuuulJ mi iur

Hmiffut/wherever 1 look I see my sweet little girly-dear looking back at
me, sometimes with a sly look, which makes me think of a certain house on the
road from Cobutg to Ketchendorf on the left!!!!

morning my own precious one! I am just aroused from my slum
her, which had been disturbed at 3.0 in the night by an insolent bat. My man, my
dog and myself hunted the beast for nearly half an hour before we at last manage
to catch the brut; in a corner. Then I went to bed again but could not by all possible
means go to sleep as J became very hot. All that comes from staying up too latyby
night and from leeping an open window, but it is so warm you cannot pass a jfight
without any fresh air! I know you agree with me little girly-dear because yi/i also
like cold fresh air in the rooms and open windows if possible.

'Noch einmal, noch einmal, noch einmal - nachtlgall |Once more, o/ce more
once more - nightingale!]'

Oh! that delightful sweet melody. For ever shall I love and rememb/f those gold­
en days in Cobu -g! Of you only knew how dreadfully I miss my darli/g little one. 1 f
I were allowed to go only on foot to see you again 1 would set out jfirectly! It seems
too cruel to be separated for such an endless time, I feel I cannot/tand it. I shall try
to get away earlier. Of course the most heavenly thing for me wjfiild be to come and
live with you a bit at Walton, but there is no place 1 fear at
would derange her greatly. Fancy we would be quite at leisc/e there. Oh! No that is
too good to think of!

Yesterday we all drove out in the park and after that r
canoes. Then there came a tremendous shower and w
that we wear already our white uniforms; the weath
in Darmstadt. Elia and Sergei came for tea and stayytl till after dinner.

Alix to Nicky - 24 April - Windsor Castle
Dorogoy mili Nicky,

I have just come back from service, we h/d lovely singing and a fine sermon. I
prayed most earnestly for you my darling /I wish you had been there, 1 think you
would like the English service - the ayers are beautiful and elevating. This
moment a letter has arrived from Aun/Alix, full of your praise and so kind. She
wants me to go with them to Sandrl/gham from Saturday to Monday - whether
Granny can spa ‘e me I don't know/as she does not care for one going on visits
whilst one is liv ng with her. I shay ask her afterwards.T would have much rather
TVaifM and gdfl? With you, It woq/ci have been less shy, as they have always such a
large party, into which I so littl^belong.

J forgot to say yesterday tha/foolish Georgic says I am to insist upon you wear­
ing high heels and that I am/to have quite low ones. May, he says, won't change
hers, but he wei rs much hi er ones. At first they had been uncomfortable, now
he did not mind it any m/re. I can sec your face when you read this - really loo
mad! As if the h.gher majfe any difference, and a gentleman with high heels looks

you would never do it.
a iwtayi rutwah rinpraon.nr hn>i puuiTfciinl am also not to

ut you, it would not be proper, well honestly I much prefei

too absurd, and I am su

ctoria's house and ;t

races wit
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I remain, ever your deeply devoted little girly Alix

i iwa-w: 11 mtqwpr r*;’

Jun.

Alix's cousin Sophie, a daughter of Aunt Vicky (Empress Frederick), married to the Crown
Prince of Greece. Greece had suffered a series of devastating earthquakes.

“Second daughter of the Prince and Princess of Wales.

Mama's great wish to see you here at home. W f come together in July over
from England for Xenir's wedding whi£ going to be celebrated at Peterhof. We
would spend a nice fortnight to r and then you would go back to Darmstadt.

The ink is so watery th at one makes blotches perpetually. Aunt Alix and the 2
girls are coming to luncht on - poor Victoria - God bless her and may He some day
make her very happy, shi deserves it, the dear Child, and little Maudy [Princess
Maud]20 too. When one is so happy, one longs to see others also Joyous and grieves
ope cannot d° anything [or them - don't you tpo2—1

Oh, you sweet boy, my own, own precious darling, my Nicky dear. I feel another
being since your letter has come and the dear words and little flower. God bless you,
my love. You naughty thing, how dare you say that about the sly look anfl_th£.
house on de left!!!! Be ashamed o/ yourself, t wish I were there to pinch you for it.
The monogram M nnr T""■ I nTr mnnhffr^tn-1 ' nlwiwf nd
/T „Tl,b t thing th;

pllnw the^ser-
Aifadi nrJLhrijl

Alix to NickjjX?6 Aprl - Windsor Castle
My mill, dorogoi Nicky,

I am just back from breakfast with Grandmania. And Vicky !
So^fe’^poordrlngiFinust’be too terribie in Greece, these lhe
said what had made such a curious impression when on G
cession on the streets wli h the carpet and the candl

locks. She
Flday night the pro­

sang out: Lord have mercy
on us! No really It must be too fearful for wo
being shattered to atom:;. It is as tho]

d living in the constant dread of
were being punished for some great sin

one cannot understand 1 God knows best why he is inflicting them with
this nightmare an^J seem to think it cruel. What sorrows this life does bring,
whatjgregj^nafs and how difficult to bear them patiently, and then again we are

^notjSrfgrateful enough for the joys this life brings us.
|*T^arnng*Tam*sure*S7ieTw^aKTaveTeen,goodforboth of us, I onlyknow’

they have niadt! Big thfli! tar more of Gild UlUfl 1 tmU]!pJKLSuHering always draws
••Hl UUdl'er to God, does it not, and when we think what J^J^ffisniart^bear
HorusTTrowIfttl^an^maffour sorrows seem in comparison, and yet we fret and
grumble and are not patient as He was,

Oh, my love, I wish I F ad you all to my side, how you might help me and teach
me to be a better creature. I am not half worthy enough of you. I have still so much
to learn, that is why I also say, do not lefps marry just yet, thi^ separate'n is hat'll.*
fi_is better not to hurry. And think only of the Religious question, you cannot
jgxpect me to know and understand it all immediatelyandknow a thlngpoTyTafT
is not right AnJTiMffl"

1894
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Alix to Nicky - 25 May - Harrogate
Good morning my own precious Boysy - mygjsttrtfSy! 22! Oh, how 1 wish you were
here, beloved Darling! And your glor^jw'bracelet, you naughty monkey, how could
you dare to give me such ajjja^rtfiicent thing -1 feel quite shy and your 'elegram.
wou do spoil onedHpasTflee to my water, and Goodbye. i n 11mujjl1(j,
flwiiui.i nilJJJBnCinliig^iU1L!Pjuiurtlnd —1-------- - More tonight.

bu many happy returns. Thank you for your
y birthday. It was the only very warm day since

s been quite unusually cold to last so long. And we
t it is much warmer ,,.

Alicky are upon the whole satisfactory, but she requires

enibrace he_r and spend this_da£.kWHIjf
s ver^f touched! There were no

works or drill today - 1 gave the day off to everyone as yell as a glass of vodka.

29 May Wonderful weather all day. Went at 11 ./clock to the small chuich and
lunched with Cherevin, Jukovsky and Bencken^rff. Learned of the birth <?• Kostia
[K l]'s sixth child - Igor. Went to congratul
whole evening writing to my dear brid

Queen Victoria to Nicky - 25 May - Balmor
Dear Nicky,

I write to you on this dear day, our diytfng Alicky's birthday which I am s jtc must
be very dear to you and I also wis
very kind letter of the 20 May, f
we came here. The weather
had a great deal of rain.

The accounts of
great quiet and remand 1 send you the copy of a letter from the Doctor at Harrogate
who is [a] ve
has to lie

ever, nice man. She keeps a strict regime of life as well as diet. She
a great deal. This ought to have been done long ago but the fami-

n whom [the family] unfortunately have great faith is a stupid man, who
m will do anything and says yes to all they ask. Last autumn and winter she

■p, nnffbt tn have rtnnp what fhn « dnitwiMMw—■ -■ -
Ilf Her dear Father's death, her anxiety about her brother, and the struggle about her!

) tf/ ft ture have all tried her nerves very much. You will 1 hope, therefore not hurrv on the]
( V if/ II marrjage as She ought for your as well as her sake to be strong and well before that. I

----1 -VmvH-iH 1 „?l. „J tho J} Jt fl J

and then Alicky would come to us and yil rest a good deal.
Pray offer my affectionate respects tn your Parents and believe me alweys your

most affectionate (future) Grandmajffa,

im. On returning home, spent the

Nicky, Diary - 25 May - Krasnoe Selo
Dear Alix's birthday. How much I thou

astle

ly doct

Alix to Nicky - 26 May - Harrogate
Lo ze-love - what is greater! Klssy kissy. Ta ta!
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time to pray for
not help praying

e, is it not? I see you

I! On 31 May 1884, ten years before, Nicky recorded 'Aj
window of the Italian house (we love each other).’ /

AlflLto Nicky - 28 May - Harrogate
Dear^KcJcy,

years ago we arrived at Peterhof, and I for the first time s and kissed
my sweet L bub [rascal]. How dear and always kind you were tt/me then - our
windowpanes, fter we left Russia that year 84,1 used for so
you and then after of course too, as soon as I like anyone I
for them. To think thaK[know you already 10 years, a long t
still at the Wedding servids^holding the crown over Sergei -/iow much has changed
and happened since then, it>Qakes one quite melanchol

Alix to Queen Victoria - 28 May - Harrogate
My darling Grandmama,

1 sene you my very fondest thanks for Your dear letter and kind wishes, which
touched me deeply. Please accept also my best thanks for the nice photo; of You and
Uncle Bertie, and for the delightful teabasket with which I am quite enchanted. The
sun shone on purpose so that we could go for a long drive and use it. It is a most
useful p esent, and I have long wished for such a thing. Victoria being here for my
birthday was a great pleasure, as it would have been too sad to have spent my
Birthday without one relation. I have never been away like this without one before.

You must kindly excuse my writing so seldom, dear Grandmama, but the baths
make one tired and I have to rest a great deal. As yet the pains are no better, but 1
hope in time that the good effect of the baths will show Itself. It is pouring again
today, which is distressing.  „

1 will guT8_VV4||klll Apd dearTllcky tyould then join me there. HisTather is lend­
ing him KTs yacht, so he can go the whole way by sea syfaich is certainly (he more
agreeablt"way~bf travelling. Yes^arhn^handmama. thenewTosTHorFTanTsure
will be hill of trials and difficulties, but with God’s help and that of a loving hus-1
band it will be easier than we now picture it to ourselves. The distance is great bud
yet in three days one can get to England. I am sure his parents will often allow usl
to come over to You. Why I could not bear the idea of not seeing You again, after!
the kind Angel You have been to me, ever since dear Mama died, and I cling to Yo J
more than ever, now that 1 am quite an Orphan. God bless You for all Your kind­
ness to me, beloved Grandmama dear. I have no words to thank you enough for all
Please do not think that my marrying will make a difference in my love to You 4
certainly iiwill not, and when I am far away, I shall long to think that there is One!
the deare st and kindest Woman alive, who loves me a little bit. T

J Goodbye dearest Grandmama, |
----- t.— Ever Your very loving, affectionate and dutiful Child, Alix 1

erhofNicky to Queen Victoria - 2 June -
Dearest Grandmama,

Your third kind letter gave me such grea leasure which I thank you for most
heartily. I leave tomorrow in the afternoon on
that he kindly lent me for coming to England.

You don’t know, dearest Grandmama, how happy I

rd Papa's new yacht the Polar Star

to come and spend some

r names on the tear
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b icky

a

this
rom

ifferent impression oi m>t.me with you and my beloved little bride. Wh
t me - with my stay in London last year eorgie's wedding. This separaiion

stronger and deeper than it was before! ■low,Alix has made my love for her stij
dearest Grandmama, I mus ■"with fondest thanks for your kind letter and lop-

again believe me your most loving and devoted ifu tire)ing to see you very s
grandson.

rne-
and

nlucky enough to be engaged to1 I cannot stop
nd over oh! you are the sweetest kindest ingeli lu­

rid! And that I should possess such a treasure ami be
- no! that is too heavenly for words. In all my life .! have never

happiness was possible - as this now. I feel complete!} changed,
eems useful, there is an object in living for others and for oneself too Oh!

eet one - all that I learnt through you!
nut of the wjpdmn j. '.■ ■wiiiu i i mu'Biy an'd piflli'i I ii... In i.] i ujin rurcn
e wind brought in gushes to me - and I thought of rmear. itr

seemed as if the me your ten so far off. But though I
cold as a stone, I love you eisons can only love' Qud

qul aime et ne parle pas\ [What Is love'’ That
sneakll That is so perfectly true. anxU^^i^itllove you

oo deeply and too strongly for me to show it; it is such a sacred feeling. I ci.m't
want to let it out in words, that seem meek and poor and vain! But nov . wil try
and break that habit of hiding my feelings, because I think it wrong anc selfts i in
some occasions. You also do not know, my precious one, how long rr.v whole heart
belonged to you and what sufferings it has gone through these dreary years' Dar Ing
piimrosy-mine, I love you my darling!!!!!

I'amour veritable

Nicky to Alix - 2 June - Peterhof
"Tfyuiwn darling Alix,

I enclose a small photo of 'the monstrous cow' [Nicky himself] - :h
with me! I wrote to Granny today explaining to her in detail a
Walton. I hope it shall make her understand the reason
Balmoral - but now that becomes quite impossible
same date for Windsor. So far it is all right - g

Sweety, you don't know how sly I can
ful way possible - try and read it, wh
see what a creature you have bee
reading your sweet letter ov
tie girly In the whole
a lowed to love
dreamt that
one's li

st I V ring
our plan, tor

could not con e to
intends leaving abou

coaxed Granny in the most sh;
e are in Windsor, then you can judge

x?4

■the

3 June My pet, to think that I am coming to youand if Gprl gmiii!., !,Bill 11..
clasp you, my beloved little girly, tnmy p-~-il jj.i. 1 I I what joy. what hap­
piness! Though the sea pjrssam Ull!u I wo days more than going by rail vou will
understand w|jjl it illfli nine it is to me to be able to sail in Papa's lovely yacht b av-
IngBfieWfaside.

Ntcky, Diary - 3 June - Polar Star
The morning was foul, with heavy showersjrrtfsquallsl I was in a state of some lis-
quiet over the departure - but I hate debasing decisions to leave, anc wa.> glad lot <
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13 June Yes
there was ger
the size of th
the Windsor

12 June Got up at 8.30 to wonderful weather. Had coffee in my room, and at 10
o'clock went with Granny and Alix to have breakfast at Frogmore. At 11 o'clock
there was a service In the mausoleum, which I very much enjoyed! Returned to the
castle and I sat with Alix until luncheon. I was at last able to see Aunt Alix, Uncle
Bertie, V ictoria and Maud, who came just for a few hours. We went together on foot
to Frogriore, where we all had tea. Sat with my bride in the little pavilion by the
pond. Returned by char-a-banc, and then sat with my Alix playing the piano until
dinner. Dinner was, as yesterday, in stockings. Spent another, happy, peaceful
evening 

d/rribly in the carriage. Sat with Alix until luncheon and played the piano At
fc'clock the six of us went down the Thames by electric boat, passing through tw<
locks. The trip was wonderful, the banks remarkably beautiful, we met a mass o
£>ther boaters, mostly ladies. I loved all the buildings along the river bank. We hac.
tea, wh ich we had brought with us, in a rowing boat.

11 June - Windsor Castle Unfortunately^aJ^ave had to pack'SttKthings and
leave behind the carefree life of Elm Grove. Victoria, Alix, Ludwig and 1 set out foi
Windsor in the Queen's tandem carriage, and arrived an hour later. We awaited
Granny s arrival at Frogmore [near Windsor Castle], where we all had tea together.
Returned to the castle on foot. I am staying in rooms upstairs, not far from mv dar
ling bride, and which give onto the gallery where we gather before and after din­
ner. We dined at 9, there were 14 of us, we wore stockings; my shoes rubbed mv feet
terribly! Spent a divine evening with dear Alix!

B
’FAnother wonderful, peaceful day like yesterday; in jpith, what blissfu(

^Tree's; she worJcecT while” 1 react L^tfrASBFefoF’toTier. Luawig went tc
Eontteijfor^ few hours for his work. When he returned, the four of us went to thg
jggdlng sta^where we got into a comfortablf^jg and^'aTled~up_the Thames. I
q^ftyed“rowln^X|[ UiUUlllU At one"p)ace, got'TOtTff^^'Tnr^tass and breyyg^tga.

tlttis was all done by*ftUaLwho has a wonderful new Ift^basket' given to her by
*Cranhy The evenfrig was aifrTrraU^cannot say how much l ^sQoyed this outing!

Nicky to Empress Marie - 14 June - Windsor Castle
trarfflgMama t_------ ii till '^"*^*r'.‘,‘rnr i i:t /j.i'[■’■iwvintlln--»■ '»i**• ■' '*•*• n*:—**'*™***^^^i \

\She [Queen Victoria] insisted I order a tail-coat with a red collar and cuffs, and I Mr I h
F wear It [ike the others tor dinner, with stocldrigs and shoes. If 11 U

gsmyMMrtgrgErTOyiiiTaTiy* -|l /I (
\ It was 4\°y to see de^AfffftvAlix andl^hCwrousins omthe third day^she look* '“j
rkrnarkal >ly xell.jy-bctfer than Itkcywrfln tne-rHonflng^e^-tcr'havkfea' 'withv
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/\ and t<

Nicky, Diary - 30 June - Windsor Castle
Woke at 9 o'clock, having slept splendidly. Alix called me through the window
from the gardm to go to breakfast with Granny. The weather wasn't bad, there were
clouds but the sun appeared from time to time. Changed into full Hussar uniform,
and at 10.45 we all followed the Queen's carriage on horseback to the parade
ground. There were 10,000 men gathered in all. After the 'royal salute' the parade
began, first the horse artillery, the cavalry, the foot artillery and then the infantry.
I was full of admiration for the horses, the harnesses and the fittings of the cavalry
companies! The Scots foot regiment are also handsome in their kilts. The parade fin­
ished with a general attack on the flank and a hymn. We rode to the station. At 5.30
we went to have tea at Frogmore, and from there I went for a char-4-banc drive with
my Alix. The evening was clear and warm. At 8 o’clock went in uniform to the
Horse Guards for dinner In the officers' mess. It was very simple and friendly!
Stayed talking until 11.30. On returning home went to dear Alix, with whom I
spent a peaceful heavenly hour!

touched the baby's head.’5 Then we had tea in a marquee in the garden. Four
generations had their photograph taken together. There was no rain on the way
back. An officer was almost killed because his horse stumbled. Arrived in Windsor
at 7.45. Lausbub!* [rascal] Dined later. Sat for a long time with! Shpitsbub* [scamp]

" He was named JrjjXjflfl.fljfcert-Cbrtstlan George Andrew Patrick David, and was known In his
mlly as David. He succeeded hisfatRer iis King t3W3ffTVni W 1915.

We are sitting together in her room and we love each other very much! Not less
than you old birds. For dinner I am going to put on a red Circassian coat, which
will absolutely drive Granny wild - she has already asked me several times when I
am going to wear a cossack uniform, and so for dinner I shall appear in it.
Afterwards there will be reveille with a ceremony, which the locals call a 'tattoo'!

N.
[in Alix's hand] 1 found this so I thought I must send it you - does not it remind you

of that evening we sat together, you in white, looking more sweet than words can express
that I longed to cover your face the whole time with kisses; that tiny little mom, it was
gemiitlich [cosy] no, how I want to see you in that uniform again in the red dress over it.
sweet tnanykir.s very many kisses, all alone. A big kiss A.

July At 5 o'clock the infant son of Georgie and May was christened at White
Lodge in th~e presence of the whole family. Granny gave him seven names.’* I was

3 July After areakfast we went to church. The Bishop of Ripon gave an excellent
sermon. Dinner was at 9.15 with only the court officials. The little Lord in Waiting,
Lord Playfair mistook me for the Windsor priest and summoned me to the Queen,
which made all those present laugh loud and long, Sat with dear Alix.

5 July
Visited
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beautiful Empire bed, wash stand, table and mirror, which I was very pleased with'
Spent an hour and a half at Marlborough House; said goodbye to Uncle Bertie, Aunt
Alix, Victoria and Maud. Unfortunately they will not be coming to us in Petersburg
for Sandro and Xenia’s wedding! Returned to Windsor for luncheon.

Two jewellers had laid out their wares in my room and I took a trinket from each.
We had tea at Frogmore and then went for a long drive, we were even cold On the
way back we stopped at the chapel where Eddy is buried, and on whose tomb
Granny told Alix to lay a wreath. Spent a wonderful evening with my darling bride
I to dyirg of love to hedj^ ’

8 July - Osborne, Isle of Wight Granny's life here is the same, transposed from
Windsor - but not for us, as the sea is near, [in Alix's hand] My own Boysy Boysy dear,
never changing, always true. Have confidence and faith in your girly dear who loves more
deeply and devotedly than she can ever say. Words are too poor to express my love and
admiration and respect -what if past, is past, and will never return and w? can look hack
on it with calm - we are all tempted in tfils world and when we are young we cannot always
fight ancTlold our own against the temptation, but as long as we repent and come back to
Tne good and on to the straight path, God forgives us. If wewnfeis out sttis' He is faithful
"and just to forgive us our sin/, Cod pardons those who confess their faults. Forgive my writ­
ing so much but I want you to be quite sure of my love for you and that 1 love you even more

that little story,16 your confidence in me touched me, oh, so deeply, and I
pray to God that t may always sfipw m^pelf worthy of it. God bless beloved Nicty!

'0 July Alix and I went by char-A-banc to the shore, and sat on the sand looking
I at the waves. Our officers came to dinner, I presented them to Granny. Spent a last /
I evening with my bride, [in Alix's hand] Ever true and ever loyjng. faithful mire arid )
[strong as death, t ’ . a ~
U. Him m <$0 a&A Lp.l", 11 I I, ir tw

■- Polar Star A sad day - parting - after more than a month of blissful exist-*?/^ tXS
enceTTffiiresj^s rain in the morning, which then turned into mist. 1 became sad- ■
der and sadder aSstje hour of our separation approached! I did not leave mv sweet '
dear bride for a slngfeHQoment. Sweet Nicky love* After tea I drove with her and sZ ..
Granny for a last time in tFXfection of the town of Ryde. We had dinner a little ]
before 9 o'clock; the PortsmouthmStnM^were playing. 1 said goodbye to the ladies !
and gent .emen and to Munshi; I changed int3T!h«4(niform of the Guard Corps and *5 <
after saying goodbye to dear Granny, I went to the iSfrdiQg stage with Aiix. After 'w‘
parting from my darling bride, I boarded the cutter Onch^n the Polar Star
received i long letter from Alix. Was exhausted from sadness anatboging.

KR, Diary - 10 July - Krasnoe Selo
Nicky Is painting a fan for Xenia for her wedding. He is doing it from a French book
with picture/. The picture shows a frightened hen which has laid several a£gs out
of which are hatching a whole army of paper cockerels. Nicky draws ver/well and

Is day confessed to her his affair with M. Kshesslnskaya.
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Alix to Nicky - 10-11 July - Osborne, Isle of Wight
My own precious darling Nicky dear,

As J left you a few lines in your room at Coburg, so that you should finjKhem
when I was gone, so I am going to write again and give this to your serjamt to give
you when yot have parted. It makes me too miserable to think abptftit tomorrow
morning, gocdbye! Oh, sweety love, what shall I do withpfit you, I am so
accustomed now to have you always near me, that I shall far quite lost.

Sundays, Granny is punctual and 1 am not washed or/nything. Only this still. I
love you, many more than words can express, and daily my affection grows
stronger and deeper - sweety, what will be the eruw

Oh sweety, row could you go and give me tWt lovely ring today, really, too bad
of you - I shah doubly value and love it, having received from you in your own lit­
tle cabin on board. To think that my daZmg will be soon there, sailing far away
from his little girly. Could I but slip luKa your pocket instead of the thermometer,
what unspeakable joy, to be ever netfyou, and watch for every little wish to try and
fulfil it - but someday 1 may dm«- and then no more parting - always with you.

How lovely the sea looked/fhls evening when we sat out on the beach, all so
peaceful and cuiet, a real Sunday evening. It is a comfort possessing so many sweet
photos of you - they sgfround me and look so sweet, even that naughty artllierv
officer!

Oh, bad Boysjj/now you do spoil me - there you have gone and given me that
glorious broMn with pearl drops, a thing I have always longed for, but still much
too good tor me. I felt quite shy wearing it tonight.

July^rith. I don't know how to keep up and yet I must do so - it hurts, having to
lopZunconcei ned and smiling, when one's heart feels rent in twain. I think that

,nhit Hme vouwill be far away from me^Jul Uli Hie big
forwards and your little bride left behind, after you. With what passion 1
'ipye you, like a fire burning, and consuming me, and to feef this love returned.
What bliss cotil^^aiSSfw ~ ‘ *" '

W fieri you| ma^goel into wake-you tomonpw-morning^J-thopejhtat hewjJJ
bring you thi»«tfthat at’leasfr-a'good manrfflgKiss mayTeach you. I press it here.x 

Nicky t^Alix - 11 July - Polar Star
My own b&qved precious little darling,

live
old
uld
ind
'ere
■ all
'eet
ose
ou.

ind

nd-

kyftTAlix
own bbiov
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lat a moment of emotions it always is! Sweety dear, that day for

in speak to me about things I know and younger girls

iry devoted and ever true brldy, Alix

ig for your happi-

telling anything, and that helped her at
res one good to see how they love each

11 they are grown up and married. I don't know
meh with dear Papa and going with them every-
oe me get old early -1 have gone through much

Nicky to Mix - 22 July - Peterhof "------------------- '
You have got me entirely and for ever, soul and spirit, body and heart, everything
is yours, yours; I would like to scream it out loud for the world to hear it. It is me
who am proud to belong to such a sweet angel as you are and to venture to claim
for your love to be returned - is more than being greedy and selfish.

Ever your deeply loving and faithful Boysy, Pelly Nicky

ible and that dear expression and little movement of head and the deep
\p madly adore, oh! for the moment to press my lips on them and to

of love and utter contentment into my Nicky's ears.
ted have been a moving scene when Xenia and Sandro went to the

Nicky - 23 July - Wolfsgarten
et .ovy dear
the third time today that I sit down to write to you. I never can forget

[Alders\ot] and what an angel you looked - I could have gazed for ever, you were
too
big eyes, l\p
whisper wore!

It must ln<
Lord's Supper together. I think the Idea a lovely one, their going together before
their marriage.
me, it will be quite fit private, won't it, like it was for Ella, otherwise it would be fear­
ful - a religious act like that must be quiet, otherwise one cannot think of what one
is doing cr saying. \

Ernie played then lawmiennis and Ducky sat and read to me whilst I lay on the sofa
and worked; but the reading did not progress much, as we began talking. She is such a
dear thing - in her open wawihe speaks about everything [which] touches me deeply.

I being so much older, she
would not, I think that does bek good. I cannot say how old 1 sometimes feel - as a
child I knew things, others don'Ml
how it came! Then being alone so n\
where and to the Theatre always mai
in different respects - and so I don't m\rd speaking about things to her. She too has
married Ernie to whom I should not mind 1
first, when she was so shy with him. It cw
other, but it makes me greedily long for yoi

Ever your own deeply loving,

Alix to Xenia - 23 July - Wolfsgarten \
My darling Xenia, \

These lines are to bring you and Sandro my very fondest good wishes and
blessings for the future. \

My thoughts and prayers will be with you on your Weeding day. 1 fear this 'letter
will seem cold and stiff, but I cannot put down on paper art I feel, and the wishes I
would Use to express. \

You know nobody can rejoice more in the Chicken's happiness than the old Hen,
who lov’S you dearly? Think of the second couple, who is pra;
ness. I an sure, you will be glad to have dear Aunt Alix and theYousins with von
on the great day - I deeply envy them, as you can well imagine. \

But 1 won't bother you with a long letter, as you will have other things to do than
to read letters. \
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mvseit'Clasji^nigKn^n^ou^rmsTsa^^jjroterte^T^K^Tiosnovm^oral?

RfflSTTSm^here; still ReTiThe country is so differentfrom^TmwrTHTe^
we can be c ut all day in the woods without meeting anyone - can be quite to our­
selves in God's beautiful nature. We two alone under the magnificent trees, loving
each other with all our hearts and feeling so utterly content!

C11J TO QUiEn , .llu.-l. a rtnqiM* [limbi
Alix 1 think makes such progress with her Russian she writes so nicely to Nicky
making very few faults and the 'tournure des phrasnUturning of phrases] is quite
correct he told me she was rather shy about speaking^ M-tb—ddi^g

Oh^loyyJradJ but_got youwith me, Jjvant you too badly mad longing takes
fcold of rn^ andJ don't how to keep quiet. 1 amTumm^ora^^ss arifl’to r&i

^5t^e?Tow greedy Jjm. P
bSpTQTpWZinniuTijii^*—TT Mwho thay

T t—"t H !<■ nntbHg "^0]]^

d (future) Gra ama.

Queen Victoria to Nicky - 1 August - Osborne, Isle of Wight
DeaXst Nicky,

I semi yo j a few lines for Xenia. I hope the poor coachman is recovering?
The final reparation from her after her departure will, I fear, have been very

ma and I am glad Aunt Alix was able to be there. I suppose she"**
won't stay inUQr longer now.

is, I am glad to hear, caretui and doesn't ride or play at lawnDarling Alixe
tennis.

Will you kindly seri\me some photographs of Peterhof and of your sisters and
brother Misha?

sends y
Ever, deal est Nicky, yo

ny k

the pain frcm the separation with Xenia. She felt it dee
tried to hide her sadness, so as not to make Xeni

The wed<;[ing wgnt off very well, they b ed most happy. It was a measure,
for me seeing them "standing togeth ore the altar - so bright and clear was their
expression. They were both_ jpdply thllhldul for your table and tea set, that~l

Thought over with [The service for the marriage did not last long, but we
ce for the rest of the day.remainert-a: th

29 Ju
y own beloved darling
I am selfish and greedy and want the best things for mvself- shocking, is it not?

I ^iorToffii^otrcafHnir^neof that, Me want you, and only for me.
1 u_.. L_r — i <

last days, though she

1894
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my dear Alix'

clothings to 1
i others, but

6 September
the Crimean#
my dear bride.

Nicky, Diary - 5 September - Spala
Received a letter from dear Alix - I’m burning now with impatience to see her again
- itTbttiy a fewtliote daysITm dyihg tU Wl'BUli'e her!

Alix to Nicky - 2 September - Wolfcgarten
... Some things came from Mme Flotov for me to try on; I felt so funny putting on
such smart undergarments and nightgowns, don’t be shocked my mentioning
them. - Seeing things which are being got for thb trousseau Is the only thing really

<lo reiftfnd me of the Wedding, as everything else remains exactly the same as
always. Gretchen would be shocked if she knew my mentioning such <
you. Jm,ippose I ought to be shyer and primmer with you, like with others, but
somenowFcan’T * ~

Nicky, Diary - 2 Se r - Bieloveiie
It has t een ded
alreadi

to go to the Cr
ed and the rooms are empty

189->

Alix to Nicky - 11 September
| You old monkey, how dare you say you will kiss me without my permission as
much as you like! I never heard of such impudence before! You better not try it, oth-

I erwise my revenge will be most terrible. Oh, dear one, I long4pr_Y0u more gpd
rpore, especially now th at-you could not corneas joon as intended What joy when
we then at last do meet and 1 can clasp you in my arms and gaze irfto your precious
face and beautiful tender eyes, and kiss you gently, always more and more, till there
is no escaping for you any more. When once I have got you, you will not be free
again so soon. I shall smother you with kisses!

Pfor
with

'Sticky to Queen Victoria - 11 September - Spala
MyH^rest Grandmama,

Your ahkind letter, that Alicky sent me over from Darmstadt, gave me such
great pleasures^ thank you heartily for it.

This instant I resolved your telegram, in which you ask me about a fall Georgle
^nd I had ::rom a horcS^but nothing of the sort has happened. I cannot make out,
where the papers do picic^such extraordinary news from? Our stay at Bielovejie
was a very good one, the weather unluckily was cold and rainy, but since wo are-.
here. jue-^riltlV Uht'e mote <1 TtLOsquMt weu'Blt.1! Wt" lldflihost splendid sport
fhereTshooting bisons, elks and wild mMjjjn quantifies. 1 he
<^nt and the trees grow up to a huge heightSiqrne pfacetln that fnicii rrffiTnded

Vne soTlftwh of the.Indinn junglu, iXLUpi that WKltaye no creeping plants! This
place Is very dry and tho’ there are many woods about/SUlUt is a more open coun­
try rather sandy. The shooting here is also glorious, but wN^ve only stags and



T'
tS

S
.

FROM :nM
FAX NO. :5084872136 Ju.--. 16 2004 1 : ;3 I*1 p~

98 1894

Nicky to Alix - 9 October - Llvadia - Telegram
To Princess /Alice of Hesse

Tomorrow God grant it we shall meet half-way from Simferopol to Yalta wheri wf
SHALL HAVE LUNCHEON TOGETHER I AM COMING WITH SERGEI HOPE YOU ARE NOT TIRED FONDESI

LOVE TEND EREST KISSES - NlCKY

A terrible?sad day! Dear Papa did not sleep at all, arid felt so unwell in
|R^norrHn^that we were all woken up and called upstairs. What a trial' Then Pap
became a little calmer and dozed fitfully throughout the day.

I did not dare absent myself from the house for any length of time. What a sup­
port to have dear Alix; she sat with me the whole day, while I read reports from var­
ious ministers. At about 11 o'clock there was a consultation with the doctors in
Uncle Vladimir's room - it was awful! We lunched downstairs so as to make less
noise. Walked a little with Alix around the house. In the evening Papa appeared a
little better - but terribly weak! Our only reliance and hope Is in the Mercy of the
Lord: let His will be done!

[in Alix's hand] Sweet Child, pray to God, he will comfort you don’t feel
ll help you in your trouble, Your Sunny is praying for you and the beloved

Darling Boysy, me loves you, oh so very tenderly and deep. Be firm and make the
den or the other Zfakharin] come alone to you every day and tell you how they find
d exactly, what they wish him to do, so that you are always the first to know You

help persuading him then too, to do what is right. And if the Dr has any wishes or
’s anything, make him come direct to you. Don't let others be put first and you left out.
are Father dear's son and must be told all and be asked about everything. Show your
mind and don't let others forget who you are. Forgive me low-

Nicky, Diary - 10 October - Llvadia
^T?5!rrse^uMvT?f^!fflW?!JSff8fflushta, where we arrived at one o'clock <n
the afternoon. Ten minutes later my beloved Alix arrived from Simferopol with Eha
After luncheon I got into the carriage with Alix and we drove together to Livadia.

My God! What a joy to meet her here at home and to have her near to me - half
my cares and worries have been lifted from my shoulders. I was overcome with
emotion when we went in to the dear Parents. Papa was weaker today, and Alix’s
arrival, together with his talk wit

you, darling treasure, my very own One.
Dushk^^hen-kdluJigLldiiiiJVid sad/ Coine to Sunny and she will try to comfort you and

her namesake wartjyyou with her rays, God helping
Only yours, quite your very own little spltzbub. Pussy mine!

the morning Papa took communion with
eak from the emotion, besides which

wonderful and warm. It
Alexei [uncle
After
cough.pat. as always

He felt
y slept at night. The day was

y dark when we returned home. Sergei went with
ain to Vienna; the poor thing has developed consumption!

er, spent the evening with Papa - he is being tormented by a throat
5.II1V SWWJL, IW, USil'llIg Ahx!]in Alix's hand] ’fell me every-

mg, ^you can fully trust me, look upon me as a Dll dfyOUKilf. Letyour joys arid
“orrdW!, lid iJllhe, sothaiwe may be ever drawn nearer together. My swefTTJHS, howl love

LfMllW
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/ok me
d cried

19 October In the morning dear Papa slept for four hours in a row and sat up in
a chair during the afternoon. Our disquiet returned towards evening, when Papa
returned to his room and lay down in bed: he again felt terribly weak! Everyone was
wandering around in the garden - Alix and I had been down to the sea and I was
afraid for her legs, lest she got tired climbing back up: there was no carriage After
tea and in the evening read reports. Sat with my beloved Alix!

the evening, at 9.30 we held Prayers for the Dead - in the same bedroom! 1 telt
if I were dead ai^o. The pains in Alix's legs have returned! In the evening I 'went
confession.

4'fllclcy, Diar^^nTdetober - Livadia

In the midst of our deep sorrow, the Lord has sent us a quiet and radiant jov
o'clock in the presence of the family my dear darling Alix was anointed with rht
oils and after the service we took communion together, with dear Mama and
Alix repeated her responses and prayers wonderfully well and distinctly1

After luncheon we held Prayers for the Dead and again at 9 o'clock in

xfiew he was the Emperor now, and the
t o; this terrifying fact crushed-him  ” ,(l —

'Sandro, what am I going to do,' he exclaimed pathetically. 'What is going to
en to me, to you, to Xenia, to Alix, to mother, to al

e a Tsar. I never wanted- to become one. { noting of the busines* of
mg. I have no idea of even how to talk to the ministers.' ------- » 

Jur. o- 2Cui‘.

ra, Memoirs jl 20 October
NicTy adfl fifood o e veranda of the beautiful palace in Livadia armed with tags
of oxygen and watchin\the end of the Colossus. He died as he lived, a hitter en-mv
of resounding phrases,
nraver and ki«eri hh wU

confirmed hater of melodrama. Just muttered a snort

Everyone in thefrowd o
around His now liftless bo
which ktfct it fr allinsrdAwn a
NickvFoi the rfst a laft fir
by tire ar
together.

20 Octoher-Lmdha
My God, my God, what a day! The Lord has called unto Him our adored, dearl1
beloved Faria. ~ '

ead is going round, I cannot believe it - it seems Inconceivable, a terrible
reality. We spent the whole morning upstairs with him! His breathing was laboured,
he had to be given oxygen the whole time. At about 3.30 he took communion; then
he started to have light convulsions - and the end came quickly! Father Ioann stood
by him for over an hour, holding his head.

fives, p sicians, court rvaflts rath d
realized tha st tht/obly su

. Nobo it cleareuriuerstoo ha
m hlsXrl

d ed m into his roo
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ent about the

vening. The expression on Papa's face was wonderful, smiling as if he were about
to laugh! Spent the whole day answering telegrams with Alix, and attending to I he
papers brought by the last courier. Even the weather has changed: it was cold with
a gale blowing at seal

a good deal of me
my wedding; Mam
quietly
this,

and a few o
e dear Pana

here to arrange
sidered it would be best to hold it

er the same roof; but all the uncles are against
married in Petersburg after the funeral. To me this seem-

figl In the afternoon we went down to the sea - the swell was enormous

illuming
G^^gg^ggia^is^omgleteh^lg

ay

22 October Last night we had to carry dear Papa's body downstairs, as unto
SatebTi mm to dfrnm

ers were held in the liffl? UlUll'11.' 111
is teagXtf-hfT In a np|v hero!

l«04

2^£g^iT The day was grey - as it was in our hearts! In tire morning I walked a
•fiftinnwth HfhtAllir than did mme reading and writing"I still cannot bring mysFlt
to go into tire corner room where dear Papa's body is lying - he is so changed since
being embalmed, I cannot bear to dispel the wonderful Impression of the first day!

27 October Luckily the weather was good and the sea c
house, which stood sad and abandoned, and went
just ending. The coffin was carried out an

t 8.30 we left ou
e church. The service was

turns with the gunners and oarsmen
at Yalta. Mama and all of us f

His Majesty's cutter to carry it to the pier
ed the coffin on foot. After the service we board­

ed the Memory of Me ere the coffin was laid out on the quarter-deck under a
canopy. A full stood around it, A wonderful, beautiful but tragic sight. As we

ebastopol it got rough.approac

Kaiser Wilhelm ILto Nicky*1- 27 October - Neues Palais, PotsdamMJIWW1LF ■ {
The heavy and responsible task for which Providence had de

upon you with th/ suddenness of a surprise, thro
untimely death oj^our dear lamented father.
and warmest s
can well understand the feelin
ing the ebbh
was so very
late Tsar
nc

you has come
e so unexpected and

ines are to express my fullest
athy with you and lx and your poor distressed mother. 1

ch must have agitated your heart in witness­
way oft £ of your father, as his illness and sudden passing away

own dear Papa's, with whose character and kind geniality the
many likenesses. My prayers to God for you and your happiness are

ay Heaven comfort you hr'yodl1 gl'ltf anil gin you JUL'Ilglll lui y“
eavy duties, and may a long and peaceful reign give you the opportunity of look­

ing after the welfare of your subjects. The sympathy and real grief at the so untime-
;ty end of your lamented father in my country will have shown you how strong the
^monarchical instinct is and how Germany feels for you and your subjects. As tor me
you will always find me the same in undiminished friendship and love to vou.

rusted to the cossacks, who took

ng.

" They wrote to each other in English.
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at 10 o'clock. A bitter reunion with the remaining relatives. The prooBsion from
the station to the fort took four hours. After a requiem service w^rrived it the
Anichkov. How empty it seemsl This was the moment I feared m^t for dea Mama
Aunt Alix and Uncle Bertie are downstairs. My Alix is for to^nioment with "ha
Dear Alix spent part of the evening with me - how strarfge to see her here - n
reminds me of 1889.

KR, Diary - 1 November - St Petersburg zT
Yesterday I saw Nicky for the first time he ascended the throne. This was at
Nikolaevsky station at 10 o'clock in th^norning, where we met the funeraj train
bearing the coffin of the late Emperor The Empress came by the same train with
her children, as well as Alexei, Saumo, the Waleses and Olia.41 Sergei arrived a short
time before with Ella and Unc^^iisha.

After greeting me, he [NWKy] gave me a deep expressive look with his lovely,
thoughtful and now sad S^es, and kissed me. The funeral procession moved off We
walked behind the cofflm along the Nevsky and Admiralty Prospects, past the Synod
and the Senate, alqpgithe English embankment, over the Nikolaevsky Bridge, along
the embankmejB of Vassilievsky Island over Mitninski Bridge and through
Alexander Pa^ic Prayers were said by the Metropolitan in front of Kazan Cathedral

The Eny^ror went in to kiss the icon. The day was warm, sombre and cloudy.
Inside tire fortress, when they opened the coffin I saw the face of the late Empeior
in dpnth; the familiar features were little changed; they looked peaceful, as. if he
w^re asleep.

K

" KR's Sister Olga, Qi

fkft, Diary - 2 November - St Petersburg
The young Tsar is the admiration of everyone, wherever His words a
directly or in writing. I hear that the short speech He made in the
to the Moscow nobility was delivered in a loud, clear, assured voice.
when receiving the Council of State, He addressed them most beautifullv
Him during the requiem service: the calm kind face, the thoughtful,
eyes, often half-closed. He is weighed down by his exalted rank. His n
from having to be everywhere and always the first.
" The "impress WAS not At the fequieni, she Is "not well, she has
fainted; this happens to her, her heart is not strong,

-^Nicky, Diary - 2 November - St Petersburg
^f/Siept well: but the momenT 1 came to myself the memory of what has happi

and the terrible feeling of oppression invaded of my soul with renewed vigoui
| Mama Ht ^nfl Turing the afternoon she fainted. p-.
“At 12 o'clock I received the full Council _gf State -1 againto make
My^eat Alix cam^rtwncheon - it^wfll toVe her opj^t intervals^
BertiAGeorgi^fDuke of Ifork] amj^nined togetfaiarfO o'clock. SJj^iat w
the evanimjr 
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Nicky, Diary - 3 NovejjjWF^t Petersburg
It’s a bore to see settle of AllxV-1 can't waiWtnAmarried^tfri tl
more goMbwyr^

1

lat was correct.41

chkov, I lunched upstairs with dear Mama, she has
keeps her spirits up. Sat with my Alix.

Nicky, Diary - 4 November - St Petersburg A
My dear Alix came at four o'clock. It's the only time, before and after tea, that /can
see her alone! /

had to receive a mass of depu-
and a Belgian - J had to talk to

- my head was spinning. The King

Nicky, Diary - 6 November - St Petersburg /
At 11 o'clock we went to a service at the fortress. Tha/ing of Serbia arrived straight
from the station, We lunched at home at one. The;
rations: four German ones, two Austrian, a Dan.yf
all of them! Went for a short walk in the gardt
of Serbia paid me a visit, then Ferdinand ofXomania - they deprived me of those
few free moments in the day when I am abte to see Alix.

She came to tea with Ernie. At 7.301 wjmt to the Winter Palace to fetch Xenia tor
a requiem service. My dear darling Alix/sat with me.

KR, Diary - 3 November - St Petersburg
‘ffiaveript yet talked to the Emperor's bride; but she smiles_so_sweetly whenevgr_^,u
greet her.TZ"**"1^—

KR, Diary - 5 November - St Petersburg /
At 11 o'clock the Danish king arrived with his son Valdemar and we /re ordered
to send a guard of honour to Warsaw Station. Before the train arrlveythe Emperor
went out to greet the guard; he walked along the line of soldiers like© real Tsar. Olia
told us that she asked the Emperor if he intended to retain th/rank of colonel.
bestowed on him by the late Emperor. The Emperor replied^
Splendid. At His command, Vladimir went to the station/;
extraordinary mission. /

7 November We again had to relive those hours of grief and woe which were our
lot on October 20th. At 10.30 thafepiscopal service began, then the funeral service
and burial of our dear unforgettable Papa! It is painful and sad to write these words
- it still seems as if we are livin/in a dream and that suddenly he will appea:- among
us again

On returning to the A
remarkable self-control, ai

'In the evening they covered the Emperor's body in the coffin with a pall up to
his chest, in order to hide the’hands whlctfare beginning to turn black. The head

*Tr3Irea8^ooR!ngquIteTIackr a— 1 ,l**‘l

Nicky remained a cdionel till the end.
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Lord Carrington to Queen Vi
osFhumble duty tp-Your Majesty ana ne very

much regiets that owing to the dislocation of the t Office arrangements no let­
ter can be sent off today. The funeral is just r, and it passed off well. The lx>rd

ich he despatched himself and whichChamberlain at once sent off a telegram
he trust; MWsfv saftflv.
^Ihe service began at 10.40 a.m. when the Emperor and_the_fcnpedal and Royal
Eaflnilf?ffntered7and it lasted tjl] j Jwn^ffecrusFwas tremendous^mjfr^?ps
dipIomaSrfH^Tou^FaJeStyT'ambassador bem^TWRpfflBus^too^irrlneright.
The Emperor, Empress, and the Princess of Wales in thejgaWf'with the Kings of
Greece and Denmark and the Prince of Wales^sjjjjetfffcled by the Archduxes and
Duchesses, and other Royal Guests - thgjMttffeEmpress looking remarkably hand-

stQfl$f6ehind with the suites pf the Rnva| yu-iT^r^
rlncfij^olgorukl, master of the ceremonies, who car

ried a long staff draped wit ck could hardly get a passage for the Empress to
them being Mlle. Fabrice who was in attendance onenter - 3 ladies

s choral- without organ, the Empress and Princesses standing or
eeling the whole timeJThy mas^STfffrrewffB^iniouFan^^iaff^lainTi've LffTff
 £4Eiial_daily-fungral service was gone through. Tapers

Werfe lighted and handed round but in consequence of tli^row<rh8'llldl& toTflcarfy
ailtKU flPMUuiii lieijfffiifl mj utu_ti.il. 'Al 12 JU the terrible ceremony of paying the

rrcwTB^^pS^^^^S^Sss^vTm^eToi^couragFwaTked up steadily, knelt,
and then took a last look at the late Emperor and kissed the sacred picture on His
Majesty's breast, and then kissed his lips. The Emperor supported and tock great
care of Her Majesty and all the Royal Personages present kissed the, sacred picture^

Wowaon ffiecafa!S5?Wfl
borne up the Steps and placed on the bier and then the late Empcpafwas carriers'
the Emperor and his royal relatives to his last resting place -close to the altaj^the
vault being 10 ft. long 4 ft wide and 5 feet deep. The Empgfor then retmrtr

The Lord Chamberlain went up with the generaHxrfnpany, t^if^aised dais -
the diamond Crown of the Empire with the spectre, oriwrffusword all in dia­
monds, the buckler and the standard were on-the righ^f^vhere the Emperors nead
lay. On the left were the 6 crowns of tW ’Prijj^paiities and at his feet were Your
Majesty's wreath and one of lilies^Hh^fltey from the Empress. These were the
only wreaths on the raised dajs^Kfhe others several hundred in tuimher were
hung on the walls of the CfrjdWrThe French wreatl^$Rver(hanedon to an enor-
jnous board covered j^ffiblack velvet whigj^-was placed on an easel) was on the'
^oor of the Cfiurg^roid was given ngr-apeclai prominence. ’
~As therej^ffy one exit doorrthe difficulty of getting out was tremendoL v and
the lorc^namberlaln met M. de Staal whose arrival was delayed in consequence
ofaf^wc>*fflT^bago. Footmen pushing to give their masters greatcoats added to
t^j^^yjgi^b^^^^vebeendreadfu^rLgjJigj^^^^^^.^^^
*’^nounte^^SirdTJI MUHM^^TE^BSraBT^Gheval thougn~blg men on
jbofses, did not strike the Lord ffiamfierlain as being as~tine or' as SIHa'ft as

monotonous

Nove

Carrington

utu_ti.il
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r Majesty. The morning was dull quite
t 11. o'clock the. Lord Chamberlain drove up

papers but w rich may be of interest to
an English N jvember morning a
to the Coma andants Door
day and the :arrlage ser
the coachman bei
palace was cro
through ther Ifwa

e Winter Palace. Mourning was discarded for the
ts wore red cloaks, and laced cocked hats - the hat of

orn across the head and cocked on to the right ear. The
d already - most of the Saloons being so .fulLthat threading

WSBlF^^ussJanCostumesomewitlffina”#
any "pretty faces; indeed the absence of beauty as compared^

with that see: r at one of Your Majesty's drawing rooms struck the Lord Chamberlain^

r It was said that 8,000 and even 10,000 persons were present. That is possible as I
the Saloons ere of immense size and apparently interminable. No chairs or seats of I
any kind weie provided; the Ladies and Gentlemen were shewn into the different I
rooms, and here they stood till the ceremony was over. The path, or gangway, I
down which the Royal Procession was conducted was very narrow - and rhe 2
Chamberlairs detailed to each room must have had great difficulty in preventing *
the company pushing forward: composed as it was of Generals, Admirals, offkeis
in the Army and Navy; all the Ladies who had been presented at Court: the
Dignitaries of the first 4 classes; the Mayors of St Petersburg and other large towns; I
and a great nany commercial notabilities. In the last room next to the Imperial
apartments were the Senators; 60 or 70 maids of honour all dressed alike; (some-
thing like the costume worn by Mme de Staal at Your Majesty's Drawing rooms.) |
white fronts to the dresses, and scarlet sleeves, trains, and head circlets - this being I
the Empress' colour - the other Grand Duchesses have other colours - one is report­
ed to be a pa rticularly hideous shade of orange. One maid of honour was so old that
jShe was propped up against the wall - and finally a

was given a[jwjjich she was placed till required. aj
(pfaceTusFm ^ronTo^R^grSnS^Tukges de la Cour' of who
who immed ately precede the Emperor. This was intend
to Your Maj'.‘Sty. The Marshal of the Court Prince

ere are 6 or and
as a special compliment

betskoi walked immediately
a gold staff 7 feet high, with a Jia-before the R ayal and Imperial families, carry

mond crown at the top. It was not till>230 that the doors were opened and the
King of Der mark led the Iinperi Pflrocession with the Empress Marie - who was

ale and sad, but very calm and collected, and show-
- the Empress' courage has been wonderful all through this

dressed in white, lookingy
ing no signs of emo
terrible time; and if is to be hoped that she still may be able to bear up, when things
re  - 

eTmptror in a very plain uniform walked with the Bride who looked simply
magnificent - on her head she wore a circlet of diamonds, with a diamond top
which mad< it into a crown - 2 long curls (like the Princess of Wales used to wear,)
on her shoulders, a splendid necklace and ornaments - and an enormous mantle of
cloth of god, lined with ermine. She looked the perfection of what one would
imagine an Empress of Russia on her way to the altar would be and moved along
quite simpl / and with great dignity. She makes very marked bows with her head
j^tenjTe^^pt-: anyop^andthls isTnuch noticed and appreciate" 1
■^nSKbyalf imines bn uest'k lollfJWL'Lt *11 togetn
trains being carried by p - sons of good families dressed in red and gold wit)

ren the Grande Maitresse of whom the. young
'Dames de Portrait’ who wear the Emperor ■■

white breeches and long boot's
ladies of the Court have great awe - f



FROM :nM FRK NO. :5084872136 Jur. 11 2E'0a P10

1894

George, Duke of York to Queen Victoria - 16 Noveniber - Anichkov Palace

walked
over their head; the whole time. The Bride was proclaimed Empress at five minutes
past one.
*

Nicky, Diary - 15 November - Tsarskoe Selo /
And so, I'm a married man! Happily, no one came to disturb us this morning - we
answered our t( legrams in peace! After coffee Mama came to visit As - she liked the
decoration of our new rooms! We both prefer to sit in the come/one. We lunched
at one. Went with Alix to the fortress, where we prayed at the tomb of dear unfor­
gettable Papa, here were crowds of people! Rode my bicyclenn the garden. At 5
o'clock the family came to visit us bringing presents for my.
She and I dined alone with Ernie, after which we accom;
Henry to the station. They left at 8.45. In the evening we sat
from abroad until 11. /

lux, and stayed for tea.
Tattled him, Irene and
upstairs reading letters yXT

picture set in d amonds for long and faith
Barteniev is 77 and was Maid of Honou

- one maiden Lady Mlle
mperor Nicholas I. She is wonderfully

preserved and is proud of her jutrfhplexion: she is a sort of Russian Mana
Marchioness of > tylesbury; an -the Lord Chamberlain thinks she Is a character: talks
a great deal and is mad good deal of.

The Procession at last into the Church - which is not very large; and when
the royal Pa ffit inside the altar rails an enormous number of people including
the 70 m So: honour crowded in, and the Ambassadors in consequence saw

and were not seen at all. The Ceremony was choral - no organ - and the
■rhlv -trained and wonderfully
he rl ig was placed on the Bride and Bridegrooms' fingers; and th

times round the altar, and knelt in front of it - gold crowns being

vo

CarringtJC

nothl

My dearest Gri.ndmama /
As Lord Canington starts tonight direct for England, I will take this opportunity

of sending yot a few lines. I know that both Papayind Lord Carrington have con­
tinually writte: i to you and kept you informed of what has been going on here, and
so I did not write to you. I have written to May each day and we have been so busy
that there is not much time for writing and several days I had barely time to finish
my one letter, so I hope you will forgive me for not having written before.

It has Indeed been a terribly sad time here; put the Wedding came like a gleam of
sunshine in the midst 0LthLli££I2JIlQLirrii^. Ptfor Aunt kflnniehas Indeed been
Brave and has borne her terrible grief In^WoiiflljffuHvayJMa'ma has been of the
greatesFpossiF^Trelp^nTcomfont^her^Oon’^nowTiow she could have got on
without her. Dear Alicky looked quite, lonely at the Wedding, the Service was very
fine and impressive and the singing qu/e beautiful, she went through it all with so
much modesty but was so graceful and dignified at the same time, she certainly
made a most * xcellent impression. I </o think Nicky is a very lucky man to have got
such a lovely and charming wife; afid I must say I never saw two people more in
love with each other or happier thpn they are. When they drove from the Wintei
Palace after the Wedding they gq(t a tremendous reception and ovation from t.tu
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17 November I am unbelievably happy with Alix, it's only a pity that my work
TSSfu^omuch of the time that I would like to spend exclusively with her!

It was the first time that, at Nicky's request, she had |O
dining room, for she had previously been takln als alone; she was m tears,

yself, When everyone left, she called
ant to go anywhere, as there was no escape from

th such resignation.

and when 1 saw this, I almost started
me to her. She said she di
her grief. She b

Nicky, Diary -
Ty^oR^aTWTTtier^wa nly woke us at 9 o'clock instead of

came with a report and then I received
to see dear Alix for one hour during the whole

er in the dining room, Mama also for the first time. At
rive with Alix - it's strange to sit next to her in a carriage in

up and t
, 1. The day was full of hustle: Mour
people - so that I only mana
morning. We lunched t
3 o'clock went for

ec in the garden with Mama and Apapa. Had tea alone together.
grams until dinner. Everyone came upstairs to us in the evening - to look

wife's wedding presents!
Wrote

others In the

bur

Petersburg.

KR,^SUary ~ 18 November
I did not see the Emperor or his wife at tea>eitfitheSmpress. They came to dinner.
He is so qhjet, thoughtful, thin andpai^they are overloading him, he hardly goes
into the air\nd to stay wlthoyjxffioving is bad for him. In the evening everyone
went downstaiN to see th^dmptuous presents He has given to his young wife. His
study remains tHk sapefthe only addition being the writing table of the young
Empress.

Nicky, Diary - 19 November - St Petersburg _——---------
All the Danish relatives cam\to lunchjJpjwtebrafe Aunt Alix's birthday - she has
turned 50! Had tea at homg^a^faTtogether. We simply don't have the strength
to leave each \

Nicky to Georgy [brother] - 19 Novemfrw - Anichko^alace
First of all, Alix and I would like to send yousour sincerest congratulations for your
name day [26 November], we constantly prapGeoto send you a full and speedy
recovery, and to comfort you, because it is sqxmibh more difficult to be alone after
such great sorrow than It is for us who ap'at least Together! I was heart-broken for
poor Mama, especially during the fireclays of our arrival at the Anichkov and the
burial of our unforgettable Papa/Thank God, she bor\and withstood these last
ordeals heroically - there is mytfther word. \

The day of the wedding/^as also absolute torture both fonder and for me.
Throughout the whoj/ceremony, I could not get rid of the thought that beloved.

unforgettable Papa Ws not among us, and that you were far awaWrom the family
and all alone; I Wd to summon up all my strength not to break\k>wn there in
church - in hpM of everyone. \

P5
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Now everything has calmed down a bit, and a cpmpletelyjrew^e-has_sta£ted for
me. 1cannolThank bod*enQughJQilWwSaM3fiJjaaJfiBfa>^in ITIY Wiff {
iHlTHUUs Jtably happy with my darling Alix and feel that we will remain as happy
together until the end of our lives. But the Lord has given me a heavy cross to bear;
hope of His succour and the shining example of unforgettable Papa - these will
help mt serve and work for the interest of our beloved homeland! There is very lit­
tle free time, there are always reports to be read and endless people to receive hut
what can you do?

1894

>rd and thank Him from the

and Maud that they stayed with You at Windsor, as they

■r was very cold, but today it is again warmer and it tiied to

22 November At 3 o'clock Alix and I left for Tsarskoe. It h/d started to freeze when
we arrived at the Alexander Palace. I am staying in my old rooms. It's inexpressibly
wonderful to live here quietly, without seeing anyone y'all day and night together!

24 November Each day that passes 1 bless the
depths of my heart for the happiness with whicl/He has rewarded me! No man
could wish for a greater or more complete fulfilment on this earth My low and
respect for dear Alix grow constantly! /

Nicky, Diary - 20 November - St Petersburg Z
At 11 o'clock we went to church. It was the first time Alix and 1 hara'been in our
church since the wedding. At 4 o'clock we accompanied Uncle Willy, Aunt Olga
and Georgie [of Greece] to the station. Dined with Alix at homeland then at 8 30
went again to the station to see off Apapa, Uncle Bertie, Valdemar anc Georgie
[Duke of York]. I felt sorry for poor Mama with so many of he/relatives leaving in
one go. Only Aunt Alix remains - I hope for long! / 

Alix to Queen Victoria - 24 November - Tsarskoe Selo
My dailing Grandmama, /

I am resting on the sopha [sic] after having been for a delightful walk with Nicky
in the park. He is sitting near me and reading through his papers. We have come
here for four days and enjoy the qttie/and beautiful air - poor Nicky hat. so much
to do, that this rest here is very gooyfor him and having him all to myself it. such
utter happiness. I never can thank/God enough for having given me such a hus­
band - and his love to You touches me also so deeply, for have You not been as a
Mother to me, since bgloved MHFM diet!. ** *• ** * -

** It IT so nice here and my roofrt is full of plants and delicious smelling flowers.
quite like at home. In the next/room my sweet Nicky was born and Georgy and the
little Brother who died.4" /

I send You my most lovi/g thanks for Your last dear letter, so full oi hive anc
kindness. Uncle Bertie wilLnave told You all about the Wedding I hope. It was such
a pity he and Georgie had to leave so soon.

How nice for dear Tory
so seldom really see Yoy,

Yesterday the wcatl
snow a little in the/norning; it is real country here, which is so pleasan after

X

Alexander, the Infant son of Alexander III, who died aged eleven months.
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Nicky sends You his very best love.

I * C&f'k

7 December Cn rettu
me by the doois to H
reminded Him of Tikhi

having been :n town, where we can only walk in the garden.
I always wear Your pretty ring.
But now I must say goodbye, beloved Grandmama.
Kissing Your dear hand most tenderly,
I remain,

27 November - St Petersburg^ For the last time I strolled in the park with my dar­
ling wife. Afte takin Twe left the Alexander Palace and set out for Petersburg,

rh’iv nhi.iut 6 o'clock Mama and Aunt Alix_wete Ins] finu*-
] No more separations. At last united, bound for life, and when

December sila and Uncle Sergei cam n-^nchnnn, nr -<<^11 y Aftt Mat
usual). At 3 o'clock went for a walk. A lot of snow has fallen, ing a pathway fo

nt with Alix to see Ellthe sleigh. Skating has already been set up in the garden.
we looked at several details of decoration for our rooms!

KR, Diary - 4 December - St Petersburg
After dinner Mnnie invited me to have tea th her upstairs at 10.45. Here I heard
from her some’ hing of the utmost sign! nee: while Henry of Prussia was here, he

or Wilhelm, was counting on Nicky visitingtold Nicky that his brother, the Em
him in the sun imer for the open!

Nicky replied that he was n minded to make any visits while in deep mourn­
ing. Henry rep.led that his,Jtfother had come on a visit even though he had been
in mourning fcr his fathirt Nicky then replied very firmly: 'Your brother is certain
ly not an example fpfme in this,' saying that his first trip abroad would be te
Denmark to hi', gjgndfather. Minnie was highly pleased with this reply, and I was
so delighted bv/rfer tale that I kissed her hand several times.

Nicky, Diary - 25 November -
I was free, as practically not

rskoe Selo
g arrived for me to read. We lunched and dined

alone. Words :annot exprpgf the bliss of living together in such a wonderful place
as Tsarskoe! /

26 November sterday received a telegram from dear Mama saying that we can
stay here ont more day. My bliss is without bounds - it will be so sad to leave
Tsarskog/Whith has become such a dear place for us both; for the first time, since
.our Adding we have been able to bealone and live truly soul-tp-
hand] Never di il believe there could be such utter happiness in this woM, such a
of unitprmffi*Ttwo mortal beings. I love you - ihOSe three words have my life in

in Alix's

we arrived at th

ir very loving devoted Child, A.n

of the new canal.
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11 December The young Empress again fell faint in church. If this is for the rea
son the whole of Russia longs for, then praise be to God!

ijii ihf Rives him-strenRth
I asked whether He haJTrecelvedan^advicrTTOn^i^ather beforethefatte?:

death. Nicky replied that his Father had never once mentioned the responsibilities
that awaited Him. During confession Father Yanyshev had asked the dying Emperoi
whether he had talked to his Heir. The Emperor had replied: No, he himself knows
everything. Nicky added that even before, when sending Him abroad to foreigr
courts, his Father had never given Him any instructions and had left Him to act as
He thought best. For this reason it was now both easier and more difficult for Him.

Geoi^K Duke of York to Nicky - 13 December - Sandringham
My dearNi^ky

I can't :ell ybByuji^dear Nicky, how pleased I was to see you these few days in
Petersburg, although it^Sssdl^oterrlbly sad: but you have always been so kind and
dear to me, ever since we have knOvm^ea^hother. 1 look upon you if I may do so,
as one of tny oldest and best friends. It wasaRtmkcjhe Club meeting once again
I wonder when we four will be altogether again, I hope^bam

Ever your very devoted Cousin and friend Georgie

it Tsarskoe, at least we are less disturbs

s—in their badjooml

every scoundrel
ling and go out in

dearest Alix is made of stej^tuff and does not mind

•.ent from Gatchimff the one I had copied from
hi^e through ajnhe parks and in Pavlovsk, and

lomeorf^juite successfully, although three
ssprtnuch that we almost fell out and the
pert in and squashed Alix in the most

Nicky to
It still sei
and that oil
bound to rel
his duties tempoVunly'this winter, just as I might if Papa and Mama
stay in Corfu at theSmomentl But you can't bring back the past!

We live very quletP
and ugly mug, so that iNs possible to take a break from evj
the air twice a day. Luckily m
either the c old or the damp.

I have bad my hunting sleigfr
Papa's just last year. We use it to
of course we drive ourselves - for th\rr
days ago on a bend the sleigh tilted ove)
dim-wit Voron [dog] immediately fui
impudent manqeiL_

I am in_oi~»t-flld rnqpn

.Georgy [brother] - 18 December - St Petersburg I
ome that everything that has happened is a terribleuevoitlnjJ ilMUU,
urtfqrgettable Papa is somewhere on a long absence and thayfie is
x!\to bsl I somehow have the impression that I am only carramg out

gone to

Nicky, Diary - 14 December - Tsarskoe Selo
Today it is one month sjnrft-we married - strange to say I am oniy-kut hj
to get used to the ideapty love for Alix keeps growing! UAU0

Nicky, Diary - 24 Decembjft - Tsarskoe Selo
We had tea upstairs and/t 6 o'clock went to church.
Christmas tree in the bhfe drawingroom, according to age-oKJ custom! It was both

erwards there wa> the
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joyful and sad - what a change from last^rfTTdear Papa is no more, Xenia is
married and so am II Dear MamasJjawSfed us all with gifts as always! We dined at
8 o'clock. Whsn we retumed<i6wnstairs, Alix and I decorated our own Christmas
treel 

31 December [In Alix's hand] The last day of the old year - what happiness to spend it I
together. Sweett st Angel, if little wify ever did anything that displeased you or unwillinglv I
grieved and hurt you in the past year - forgive her duskhil So deep and pure and strong mv I
love has grown - it knows no bounds. God bless and keep you. I

Walked in t ie garden with Mama and Aunt Alix. The two of us had tea alone. I
Read until 7.30 and then went upstairs for the service. It was painful to stand in u.
church and tlilnk of the terrible changes, which have happened this year. But VI
putting faith in God I look forward to the next year without fear - because for me nl^
the worst has already happened, that which I feared all my life! But together with llj
this irrevocable grief the Lord has rewarded me also with a happiness which 1 could I F"
never have imagined. He has given me Alix. JI I
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We sat down to dinner at 7.30 as Aunt Alix [Princess of Wales] had to

3 January
o'clock she
downstairs!

From the morning my Alix did not feel at all well, and at about ! 1
went back to bed. I felt so sorry for my poor little wife, all alone

NicjmJJla»^i January -^MPetersbuj^
i^feday everything had a terribFHffierentfeel from other years! At 11 o'clock were
present in church: Uncles Misha, Vladimir, Alexei and Aunt Michen. Lunched with
them and Aunt Alix. At 2 o'clock the reception for the diplomatic corps began in
the ball-room. It reminded me so much of the reception there 10J4 years ago - on
the day I took my oath of allegiance! On the other hand it is easier now, because i
am not alone - my dear Alix worked the ladies, while I took care of the men. After
receiving the son of the Emir of Bokhara, we returned home at 3.30 - exhausted.
Those wretched telegrams again took up all day! Finished writing and did some
reading. Boris and Andrei1 came for dinner. Went to bed early.

4 January
leave by 9 o'clock. We all accompanied her to the station. My heart aches at the
thought that dear Mama will now be all alone upstairs! Help her, merciful God!

Sftielkd BT'tHe gattEll uith UjigU Teigni

From Nicky's speech to the representatives of all estates
I am aware that recently in some zemstvos there have arisen the vote-

HWty by senseless dreams of talari# pUTt iff ffle**

everyone know that I will retain the principles of autocracy as
firmly and unbendingly as my unforgettable late father. 11

i:'

17 January An exhausting day. Went with Alix to the Winter Palace. buneheA
irith Xcnir irl I was in_g_terrible state about having to go into the
Nikolayevsk} Hall apd deliver a speech to representatives of the nobility, the

^ewistvos~[Iocal councils] and the town committees. 11A1
J"~" ir1 W-U1 '{l.ntv—" if 4

1 Sons of Grand Duke Vladimir.
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el i eve

NicR^
My 10’

29 Januai
2 o'clocl/

he Winter Palace the ladies' baise-main [kis sing of th-
adies! My dear Alix looked remarkably beautiful in Russia!

e ceremony lasted X of an hour. On returning home we wen>
ea 1 read aloud from a new book about Napoleon's life on the islam

a. Went for a drive with Alix after dinner. It was very windy.

>u for such a long time, to thank yiu
1.1 cannot tell you what a pleasure
?Smd also how proud and pleaded

Diary - 27 January - St Petersburg
Kfor my darling wife grows ever deeper, ever more tender.

22 January At 2 o'clocly
hand] took place - 5
costume. The
skating.
of St

1 February
dinner. In the evening sh^elt a little better. Had tea with Mama.

Nicky to Queen Victoria - 1 Februwy - St Petersburg
My darling Grandmama, X.

I feel ashamed that I have not written to^D'
for your two dear letters, which made me so ha]
the arrival of the 'Scots Greys' deputation gave mi

weapon, it Was tflSTftte1 thlflg 1 adored and^

(ear Albpwrtleupwlh^a he^&e^SndtherfrSre stayed.,

Poor AliXgot a bad headache at tea time - she went to bed un il

Nicky to Georgy [brofherl23 January - St Petersburg 
I am up to my neck In work, but thank God I am able to deal with it fairly easlh
There are receptions on Wednesdays and Fridays only - I am fed up with theml l
remember how dear Papa could not bear them - how I understand him now

Yes, it's hard to change yourself, when before all my thoughts were focused on
military service, never - ,,  ~
to iFalonel was tOtallv-dedicated'H"i

Apart from anything else, the knowledge that I am forever cut off from a jj
to tllPUFmed forces - adds no little So'jdW tU IfrytTtri

be
ch I call myhas bestowed on the second half of my life, and for the treasu

wife. She and Mama are my comfort, my hope, my peac
Alix - It’s too awful to contemplate!

Our future appartments are bein
taking an active part and

would I do without

ed in the Winter Palace, Alix and 1 aie
olved in every detail!

Nicky, Diary - 20 January
It is already three months that dear Papa is no longer with us, I still
that we will never see him again on this earth! It's too pain

The whole family gathered in the fortress for a
home I received Witte2 and many others. We ating, and then for a walx with
Mama After tea we said goodbye to Un ergel. I finished reading Le Journal de la
Duchesse D'Angoutetne aloud to Majprf

m service. On returning

ut t

2 Count Sergei Witte, Finance Minister; later Prime Minister.
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I Nicky to Sergei - 10 April - St Petersburg •\Bfer!lnVclSlPil 1 - —

Nicky

you sent us the sad news of the death of the
ust be too hard for words, to lose one's best

We went out together fnr irwalk * I l ie weatlirrwas like yesterday. Poor Aiix_aevel-
oped
my bi

10 April Dear Alix still has an unbearable pain in the temples, and she was forced
in in bed, on tnv advice) HUH lUU WllRTUUl. U11HR1 with Mania. HujtillKh 'IAil

ked through some old papers of Papa's, that had remained in his writing desk.

Nicky to Queen Victoria - 10 May - Tsarskoe Se
Dearest Grandmama,

I send you my fondest thanks for the two le rs you were so kind to wn te to me.
I am too sorry that these lines will reach yoy/after your dear birthday though late,
my wishes for that day, come from the depth of my heart! This year especially as I
recollect with such pleasure all the goottyiess and kindness you showed me during
that never to be forgotten time 1 spe last summer in England. Alix and : we so
often talk about those charming day^at Windsor and at Osborne, where it wa:, so
gay and all so quiet. Alas! how thingj have changed since then. I thought so much
of you, dearest Grandmama, whe
poor Duchess of Roxburghe! It

t of all 1 must
ow how busy I am

ow that unfo
n zeived, so
ajdh

9 April Unfortunately dear Alix's headache continued all day. She did not g
\upstairs at all - neither to church, nor to luncheon. 1 managed to read a lot of th
papers that had accumulated. Walked in the garden with Mama, Xenia and Sandro.
Had tea with my darling. Dined at 8 o'clock with Mama, Misha and Andrei. Alix
went to bed early.

rn the gardeforced to go a e Mown. Work

you with all my he for your kind letter, but as yo
st of the time, you vyifl hopefully forgive my impoliteness.

ble Papa, for all his/abours, always answered the letters he
ame quantity of workXno excuse. But I am so recently married,

y just begun to enjoy blij/bn earth - living together with one s ardent-
is it surprising I shqjiifd devote the two or three hours left free to me

ometimes, I confess, tears well up in my eyes at the thought of how calm and
lovely life could have been for me for many years to come, had it not been for

■^October 20? But these tears reveal human weakness, these are tears of self-pity and
try to dry them as soon as possible and humbly fulfill my heavy and responsible

duty to Russia.
IlB easier^? Ikarskoe, we TOHRIW

there. I hope that in three days I will be able to move in there

m

o wor
r the whole spring,

These past days we have lived on our reminiscences of last y§rfr In dear Coburg. Alix
and I embrace you and Ella fondly.

n&rodeeadache

? The day of his father's death.
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Nicky, Diary - 14 May - St Petersburg
It pour
we did

25 May Dear Alix is 23 years old! The first birtjidflt'that we are spending toget- -
er, may God grant that we live many otjj«r^uch days together, in quiet ov an J
happiness!

10 June - Peterhof A>730 there was a dinner at the Oldenburgs, afterwards ve
sat ir the pavilioj>Bythe sea. The evening was heavenly, we went for a drive ami
returned hopreat 11 o'clock.
in Alixfr'mindl My sweet old darling manykins, Wify loves you so deeply and strong, ■;

icky to Georgy [brother] - 14 May - Tsarskoe Selo
Since Mama's departure we have already been
Sandro. We stayed in Apapa and AmamaJ
yard. I'm glad we are not using yo
little flat, my soul is flooded.^

to Gatchina with Xenia ar i
ms, which overlook the main coui -

fmer rooms, because every time I enter ot r
the bliss of happy, wonderful, recent memories -

mbarrass my dear Alix with a grief I am unable to co: •
ce been in dear Papa's rooms; everything - down to the la-1

malned exactly in its place!

and I would not want
ceal! I have onl
object - h

!J_^^llj2!UWjMt^e_are_mamed, how intensely happy you have
OiiaaLihudLJiadJtless-VQy, myUwf^rt!?^B?t!Jv?!Hius^and - dailytpaae your Wify^au

Nicky, Diary - 19 May - Tsarskoe Selo
The weather was unsettled. In the momi went for a walk. After the reports 1

? We looked over the upstairs rooms, over Alix ,,
o'arrange for a certain purpose!6

received visitors. We lunche

friends, like that, one after another - Sir HTPonsonby, Sir
Lord Drumlanrig. I know well what your feel
through one of the most fearful trial

st be, having recently gon•*  ,
s life - the loss of my dearly beloved

Father! But I try not to des not to lose courage, but to thank God for the
Fgiven me on the other side. I really could not be ha] -good and happiness

pier than fXvith such an angel for my wife, as darling Alix is - a treasury

In answer to your second letter mentioning the articles about England in th -‘
Russian papers, I must say that I cannot prevent people from putting their opinion s
opefliy tn the newspapers. How often have I not been worried to read In Engfiju
gjzettes rather UQjusFstatements in connexion With my country! Even books

:| being constantly sent to me from London, misinterpreting our actions in Asia, our
‘ .interior politics, etc. 1 am sure there is as little hostility intended in these writing'.

as there is in the aEdVe Hlfentioried ones. Nicky

189 ■

oetet1'.1 DecdUSFCfl' tk^damt

urer, stronger, deeper.

which we are pla
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Kaiser

Willy

e Farm. Thank God everything went all right. We saw

t'

„ ours ... our v<

o days before our arrival he started tr
ginning to feel better), and it happened

quiet
most

Xenia to Nicky - 23 August - Bernsdorf
My dear darling Nicky

Here we are again in Denmark! $ut what a difference with our previous visits
how many changes since then! You\cannot imagine how difficult it is to be here
without dear Papa, and how much w\miss him! In general it's not much fur. here
which is understandable!

First we found poor Georgy in bed!
cough up blood (and just when he was
again last night, but not as badly as the fil^t time. Of course this affects his nerve-
terribly and makes him very upset!

Here all the girl cousins are learning to ride^icycles with great enthusiasm. 1 ihal
also have to put myself to It, although it seems me I will never master how to do It

I hope that dear Alix is in good health and fe\ls quite well, and that the childrer
are not wearing her out too much with their endless hopping! You have no ide;
how much I miss our delightful little daughter! Ofipourse she will be absolute Iv firn
with you, but I feel terribly sad without her!

Alix telegraphed me today to say that she [Irina | is
day. Everybody here is very interested in her, and kee
like.

Nicky, Diary - 3 July - Petersburg
I was working after tea wrtyn I was suddenly told that dear Xenia has han a daugh­
ter, Irina! Alix and I flew to
Xenia and our little niece. Djped with Misha. We went to say goodnight to Mama,
who has calmed down after h\r agitation!

intercourse with o
Goodbye, dearest Vicky, my best love to Alix and to you, with wishes for a

summer and a niceVittle boy to come. Believe me, dear Nicky, ever your
affectionate friend an^ cousin

re thank you with all my heart for7hTsen3?n5"bi didst SplLIlUld
so ably and powerfully represented the Russian navy at Kiel.

Alexei was kindnfifs and joviality itself and did everything in his power to
Russian comrades, everything that could be wished for.

Sandro to Nicky - 6 September - steamship Petersburg
I had rather a boring time in Bernsdorf, and went to town
spent most of the time lying down, and was ill at the be|
been realized - Georgy's stay in Denmark unfortunately
opinion there is absolutely no need for Leyden. Chigayev

three times. Georg’
g ... out ica.s has
him harm. In m ■'

few months still and their... oh, my angel, whflt intent
own... what happiness could be^teaterf only Wify must ti
' ' nother little person might suffer from it. A bi,

|wiess________
be as good and kind as

tfcky - 28

rake

Let me once
ships of yours, w

and is growing even
me whom she look
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should be given complete charge of Georgy^rffeatment. We should not forget that
Leyden is a German, and on top of th^Tjew, and that he does not care at all what
happens to Geo ;gy. Besides which^eorgy needs to be left in peace, so let him and
the doctor deck.e what to do*6gether, without any outside pressure.

Xenia to Nicky - 11 September - Abas Tuman
Thank God thai our little one is well, and thank you both for looking after her and
showing so much interest, Alix was even there for her bath! In a few days you should
be moving to Trarskoe, there she will be nearer and it will be more convenient.

Georgy [brother] to Nicky - 11 September - Abas Tuman ~
The Polar Star was delayed, and at that moment I started thWj*f5tched spitting up
of blood again and I had to take to bed; as it occurredjrtferal times I had to stay
there for a full eight days. It was no fun at all, and uprfiake matters worse 1 was for
bidden to smoke. It was awful, but I managed fq^fne whole eight days, after which
I gradually began to smoke again. I felt fineas'fong as I was in bed, but for the first
weeks of my stay there I had an almostcdnstant fever, and I cannot say that I felt
particularly well. Of course I was dehgifted to see the family after 4 years, but It did
not really do tie any good, as 1 ipdr even more than the 5 pounds which I had put
on with such difficulty in Maland June; I also get out of breath more easily. So
these are the results of my trip. Very annoying.

Kaiser Wilhelm II to Nicky - 14 September - Jagdhaus Romingen
Dearest Nicky

God knows that I have done all in my power to preserve the European Peace, but
if France goes on openly or secretly encouraged like this to violate all rules of inter­
national courtesy and Peace in peacetime, one fine day, my dearest Nicky, you will
find yourself n alens-volens suddenly embroiled in the most horrible of wars Europe
ever saw! Which will by the masses and by history perhaps be fixed on you as the
cayse of ^t.Tn y don't be angry, if 1 perhaps hurt you quite unintentionally, but I
think it my dt ty to our two countries and to you as my friend to write openly. As
the seclusion and retirement the deep mourning has imposed upon you, debars you
from seeing people and following in detail what is happening - behind the scenes.
Think of the awful responsibility for the shaking bloodshed!

Now goodbye, dearest Nicky, best love to dear Alix and believe me ever your most
devoted and faithful friend and cousin,
v . __ Willy

Nicky, Diary - 28 September - Tsarskoe Sekf I
Happily Alix felt well and spent the whole day lying on the sofa in the mauve room.

6 October Fiom the evening Alix started getting pains, which she felt ai
night whenever she woke up. As torfy continued in the morning, I decided not to
go hunting a id stayed at hom^At about 10 o'clock Alix got up and spent the
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7 October My darling wife felt wonderful all day - things seem to have come to a
halt, and we were >o hoping that by Sunday the great event would have taken
place!

whole day on her feet as if nothing was the matter; and there was I thinking that
these pains meant the beginning of the end.

I Kaiser Wilhelm I110 Nicky - 13 October - Neues Palais, Potsdam
I Dearest Nicky

That it is not the .'act of a 'Rapport' or friendship between Russia and France that
make me uneasy - every sovereign is sole master of his country's interests and he
shapes his policy accordingly - but the .dagger which is brought to our Principle of
Monarchism through the lifting up pfthe Republicpn a pedestal by the form under
which the friendship is shown. The constant appearance of Princes, Granddukes
statesmen, generals in 'full fig' at reviews, burials, dinners, races - with the head of
the Republic or in his entourage makes Republicans - as such - believe that they are
quite honest excellent people, wJttTwhom Princes can concoct and feel at home!
Now what is the consequence at home in our different countries? The Republicans
are Revolutionists de nature and treated - rightly too - as people Wfiomust.be shot,
or hugg, they tell to our other loyal subjects: 'Oh, we are no dangered bad men,
look at France! There you see the Royalties hobnobbing with the Revolutionnalres!
Why should not it be the same with us?' The Republic] F[ran?aise] is from the
source of the Great r evolution and propagate and is bound to do so, the ideas of it.
Don't forget, that Farrfi - not his personal fault - sits on the throne of the King and
Queen of France ‘by the grace of God' whose heads Frenchmen Republicans cut off!
The Blood of their Majesties is still on that country!

Look at it, has it since then ever been happy or quiet again? Has it not staggered
from bloodshed to bloodshed? And in its great moments did it not go from wai to
war? Till it saused all Europe and Russia in streams of blood? Till at last it had the
Commune over again? Nicky, take my word on it: the Curse of God has stricken

_that People for ever! We, Christian Kings and Emperors have one holy duty.
imposed on us by’fh'aven^that is to uphold the'!1rrnclpre‘,lvorr<To'ttes Gnaden' |bv
pe grace o/ Go3]. ’’

tour most devotee and affectionate friend and cousin,

Nicky, Diary - 21 October - Tsarskoe Selo
gain not a joyful day. seems a pity and somehowshameful to take off our

mourning; it serve
e rest of the time 1 answered telegrams. Lunched with Alix

and Ella. The day was clear. I met up with my little wife, as arranged, in the park.
It was almost dark when I returned home. Did some reading. The five of us dined
together again.

28 October The day was warm and quiet. The 29th wedding anniversary of dear
Mama and Papa! My heart aches at the thought of how painful it must be for her.
Help her, God!

Wfiomust.be
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■wy-HHlo nr nW. She felt well- Of course | was nresnm fa.

ly feeding
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her breast, so we had to cal

Nicky,
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Xenia, Diary - 5 November - Tsarskoe Selo
Alix started feeding herself. During dinner, the wet-nurse's son started r :ake her
hreast, and we all took turns to go in and watch the spectacle! The we»-nm<e stood
next to her, looking very satisfied!

Alix looks wonderful and is once more in good spirits. 1 saw On '.1<>ct< he is
delighted that everything has turned out well. The little one has cw ■ int, .t black
hiir!

Xenia, Diary - 3 November - Tsarskoe Selo
rhe birth of a daughter (Olga) to Nicky and Alix! A great joy. although it’. a pity it's
-...Un rnnl Thp birth paint -<—•iriy lUJt . "

At 10 o'clock we went to Tsarskoe. Poor Nicky and Mama were c title ■ *ak with
exhaustion. The baby is huge - weighing ten pounds and had to ne , idled out
with forceps! ^TernbleTthlha to witness. But thank God evervlhnig enc ?d well. 1
;~aw dear"Alix, she looks well; little Olga lay next to her on rhe

6 November In rhn ... ’ '”’T.d"HQiitlriil-little daughter Jlwfer.-iniii,
look at all naifchom hpruiw she w .. hp.,d h^^yp,1t

a shnrt-ymtv Doh.^I T1;ank aHjs
well; but the bab ~ '
again.

Nicky, Diary - 4 November - Tsarskoe Selo
Although Alix
*taughto!|C'yt73Tn* She is ablg,bah^yyejghing 1Q-Ppunds and measuring 55 ceritime-
tres. 1 can hardl^TelievFlt's really our child!J^od wbaThappme^rT^ff^^c^ocIc
fPFWKoTe family amVta tor a Service or thanksgiving, hunni'A! alii'.fwr r Mama.

"a^idmelitti^arlln^naerewas^^TTountainoftelegTams^^****

h November A day I will remember for ever, during which I stiff red . cry vers'
great deal. At about 2 o'clock dear Mama arrival from Gatchina, snt lia ii.il were

[with Alix the whole time. At exactly 9 o'clock7'baby's t:iy was hP4fd nd.we alj
breathed a-M-Ph Of reljef!_Wi?h a prayer we named the daughter .'.cat ‘c <■ > by God
"Olga'I^hen all the anxiety _was over, and the terrors had ceased, tn ere .0 simply
a blesseS furling at what had come to pass! Thank God, Alix cattle trueug the birth
well, and felt quite alert in the evening. I ate late at night with Mama, .mi when 1
went to bed, J fell asleep at once!
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Xenia, Diary - 5 November - Tsarskoe Scio
Alix started feeding herself. During dinner, the wet-nurse’s son started r; lake her
breast, and we all took turns to go in and watch the spectacle' he vct-n use st sod
next to her, looking very satisfied!

Alix looks wonderful and is once more in good spirits. 1 saw Ort | loct rl - be is
delighted that everything has turned out well. The little one h is the lor gest b ack

i by C od
i. sim sly

Ca blessed fMIng at what had come to pass! Thank God. Alix cams ihu.ugt ti e birth
. well, and felt quite alert in the evening. 1 ate late at night with Mam.i. ai ci when I
went to bed, I fell asleep at once! ,

3 November A day 1 will remember for ever, during which 1 suffe-cd a '<ny v :r>
great deal. At about 2 o'clock dear Matna arrive^ from Gatchina; tie 1 .l.i < K' I were
,with Alix the whole time. At exactly 9 .o'clock a'baby's erv was ru^ici a.ici we ah
breathed a Mrh nf relief! WiTh a prayer we named the daughter rr r' t
Olga'l^ben all the anxiety .was over, and the tenors had cease.i then- v

he first attempt at breast-feeding took place,.and ended up with Alix uccestfuI
l^feegjxM^lresgru^^^ latter gave milk io UlfeffTef’Flurnyl

id some-ri-a-wg ;■
ilinnci. Jpnit n urrinrirrf

The hirth painr b°gan alu ti In'I 111^111""
At 10 o'clock we went to Tsarskoe. Poor Nicky and Mama were quite '.oak vith

exhaustion. The baby is huge - weighing ten pounds - and had t > be ] tilled am

Xenia^
iwJlgti) ii i" ilij mi i Wiiil Q gm-iT j

well; but the bab
again.

Nicky, Diary - 4 November - Tsarskoe Selo
Although Alix ■ypt^'er/ littl? °t night, 5he.felt.we||. Of course | was present tar
Jaugliiuib UtJtl'i’ She is a big bafamyeighing IfLnoynds and measuring 5.: cent! ng-
tres. I can hardlff~believe it’s really our child!_(jod what happme^!
tTTfTWRomamTI^J'flVfd lor a service ot thanksgiving. l.uhelied aiorrcw h Mana.
Alixi' ^iHelKj cl I

id^K^Httl^arlin^Daer^vas a mciuntidnoffelegramsso

It 9S

6 November
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Nicky, Diary -
?fep^ve!^n^wokeupearl^tnjoyed splashing in my batn, apd after roflee sm
down to the unbearable telegrams. /

< At 11 d’clock the ceremoniaTbegan. It was the first time we took pan in the new
year celebration together. Thank God, Alix coped marvellously not only wi h the
church service and the ambassadors' reception, but also with receiving homage
from the ladles, the Council of State, the Senate, the court and the suites! We inau­
gurated our dining room with a family luncheon. At 3 o'clock we went to pay a few
visits to the family. We sat with dear Mama and had tea with her ( n reft. rning
home I sat down to work. We dined alone and spent the evening hanging icons in
the bedroom.

3 January After tea with Mama we returned for our little daughte's bat i. We

1896

11 January At 9.30 we entered the Nikolayevsky Hall and cur first bin ball began.
I suffered for dear Alix, who had to receive a mass of ladies. I went round <11 the
tables and then had supper myself. At 1.30 it was all over!

for Unci ladimir and

ball The! lies hac ieir
ious ways.

Alix sorted tc
eaujfrul crimsj

We had/upper with Aunt Mic
to return hometo dtlf little decT

Irted to get^sdffl' for UncJ ladimir and MicheiTiJfall;

bYXfght cou]
fous ways. 1

les/ft was a vei

21 February At breakfast our little darling is brought to Alix after s u ha< been
fed, she is placed on the sofa, and here she starts to exhibit a desire t ■ speak, and
makes all sorts of prolonged noises through her lips 

10 March From today our daughter is being dressed in little short dresses!
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iaby before

The coronation of Nicholas as Tsar of all the Russlas had been nxeofor 14 M.t

1 April The weather was good but overcast. Xenia brought Irina to our little one's
bath. She also weighs 20'4 pounds, but our daughter is fatterl

Conor
for a
play |

JNicky to Empress Marie - 28 March, Easter - St Petersburg
fAli^stood up wonde?uT!yToTTie"wEojT'of the midnight-service and liturgy;
I rested only while 1 washed my face after the greeting ceremony.

This time, for the first three days, I had to kiss far more people than usual, as the
Winter Palace was added to the rest. In all, judging by the number of eggs, given
away, it seemsj have embraced 1600 people - a whole regiment! MK^heeks are ter­
ribly sore afteraIT~tHIs71 am~longing to go to Tsarskoe, but at the same time I want
to show Alix thZSeaEfng of the ice on the Neva, and indeed to see it myself, it
should happen within the next few days.

KR, Diary,-. 10 April - St Petersburg

rhn^wrindt n rtlftmjN
oWtluoine her shyness. Learned from her that she will have STTBJTT5WW^tW»
iaby before W!" GSfArture tor Moscow. At^Jae' rilflffillBT Sfiy"IU
hTmorning while s7i^ia?T8T!ee,RfflPtflRmperorjTas5eTw!Jerf^xa<n^r^eTote^-,|'
alffgf fflr'{A?yeTOie replied that the Infant ieeds whTfTOiHs^TmKingTOFTBffi? j

iser Wilhelm II to Nicky - 7 April - Coburg «
earest Nicky, '

______
e«lUMiMM^Ui^ii£a£f-asCLUilMii it was my good fortune to be able to help you to
;e_sure that charmin£armaccomplishe^an^eLwhojsjTOW_Youi wife
' 'ufrtpiS^~ -

Nicky, Diary -J9,Mm^_--jstJ\>tersbu
I did a lot of

DoJjJpruky a M
nt h

agin. A
cilled Wiendsf [in Alix's

eply I love yku - mor

cayieyo pr
dor

S. At
nner we

IweeTprecious Nicky mine, no woras can express how
Ideeply I love fou - more and more, day by day, deeper - truer, Lovy sweet do you believe
’it, do you feel hearty throb so quickly, and only for you, my husband.  — —

Jun.

nwiWSHWte. next month when
you are going to be crowned under admiring assistance oHlmworHT^"^™-— '■

"”*Vour aTfSfflBWSfe coniin

morni
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Georjie

l?x

,.li>

t me ’.our dear
dor dear Georgy 1 as

to you to be near him at
eeling better agam ( od gr< nt

at you can quietly emoy vo.ir si ay
his account.

ved Grandmama. I hope she can go out as
hing reminds me here so much of when :he

see her such a big, fat little creature, laughing and
e our breakfast 1 give her hers. Site weighs m w a li' tie

course not as long. Xenia and Sandro are coming lor two

EmjrressMarie-16^priJ-T$arsknt‘ Selo
[ heard fiynaMm In aetaH

y^gjj^ndjworrvvonwentthrough^h^i^GeorgY^jtjyted COUghijP;{
'Ask Godinfaith, and~ye^Ratffec^^-These words.are part.cularl'’

idFa'uselnr five whole years I repea^jhPPi-^e^-nigJit I nrWed-fri
th Alix’s path to Orthodoxy and tn rive her-m-me a< mv wife- Forgiy;

you in tjiis way, but I do not know whether 1 tot 1

George, Duke of York to Nicky -17 April - Copenhagen
My dear old Nicky

1 want to tell you how disappointed both May and I arc that we bt romirg
Bible for y u to co

send E nd* Arthur I was
to the Coronation, I regret it most deeply. Of course it was it
anything after Grandmama had told you she was goi

other anyone about ., else I
e ago and asked you to write to h tr

d everybody in Englanc expectec that re
should certainly have written to you a Ion
to say that you would like us to com
were going, and when at last it
say I was furious, but ther

But we are both s 

settled that the Connaughts wen- going I must
s nothing to be done.

d friends and we understand each other so well and bo h
y first cousins, and you don’t know Uncle Arthur very veil ar dyou and Alix

she no
Ever dear Nicky, your very devoted cousin and friend.

Alix to Empress Marie - 17 April - Tsarskoe Selo
Darling sweet Mother dear,

I cannot tell you how delighted I was when the Feldjager bro
letter; I never thought you would find time to answer it. S
again not been so well, but I am sure it must be a co
least. What a misfortune it is, and when he was j
he may soon be quite strong and well again, s
at Turbie, and are not constantly worried

Baby is flourishing and kisses her b
soon as it gets a little warmer. Ey
was born, and it is so strange
cooing away. Whilst we
more than Irina, but i
nights as he is 'duJ^Ur' on Sunday; that day there will be a dinner ’or l-e dinand.

Grandmama rote to me how delighted she has been tc- see v.)i; afte" so miny

bdies you sent are excellent and I thank you for them ever :•<> much!
iaSing you very tenderly, I remain, Darling Mother deai, vom dvepl c-evoted

years.
The

befgre^

so certain that she would send us that I did

ild.
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Ln_Qm_live^*andhenceforth our existence, will brsmoom and even, I fa
this. Godwillhe!pxus!

7 May - Moscow Woke up\o the same depressing weather as yesterday. In the
morning walked for a few minut^in the garden. Received the Emir of Bokhara and
the Khan of Khiva and their suitesShnie, Ducky, Victoria, Ludwig, Ella and Uncle
Sergei lunched with us, We showed thefcHmr little daughter. Received Henry's huge
suite; and the princes of Baden, Wurttemobsg and Japan. In between all this I read

Learned of the death of Arch-duke Karl ImNwig, who should have come here

Nicky, Diary - - Tsarskoe Selo
Today the unbearable English nanny left; what a relief to be nd of her ar last:

^ff’^ffiTOTTffi^errlbly fatigue#, there are so many petty meaningless
before MosTOwTitlTas if my gentlemen ministers havedecmeato^veaFWTOrTTTHey

Nicky to Empress Marie - 27_April - Tsarskoe Selo
TWffffi^^pejffa^esTiould look upon_a.ll the difficult ceremopjes in Moscow [the

•coronation] as_a greaMna^enn^?!^^o^as_at^ry_step_wej^haxetoregea£
<wT?a^w^^icr^unngTRos?won3ermr^^^^^ay^nirteenl^epTjggT*,I^^pn)y
thought thaTconsol|e?^reis^TatwewillneveniaveT^?rTorinffie?'* " ''

a^e sb pe'rffiTPnranHBTSCffiyTn^mazed my head hasn't buisLwtth all.the rtft-
bmi being siuHed jriiccti, A InTaS^WeM^yar^oin^xtremely well, thank God,

^•Snd lcM?k'womderfuromiitffcr8aughtM^ets7ounder and chubbieT"~

Ella to Nicky - 20 April - Moscow
Dearest Nicky.

At last the weather has changed and we have heat like in summer, so that 1
it will be green for the coronation. Please tell Alix: the furs I send tonight
telegraphed to Ducky saying a Feldjager will take it to Darmstadt.

I had a letter today from my old lady the Princess Golitsyn, in
'on avait sonde le terrain si le Prince serait A Moscou'
whether the Prince would be in Moscow] and that th
mentioned that the intention had been he should b

ch she savs that
& had sounded out

said no, now somebody
 tached to the Hessian court,

of course such an honour would be an immens^jtfy, so that I now ask you: did vou
have an idea of his coming for that reason? s it for Ducky, if so, could you kind­
ly telegraph you w.sh him to come or t all have already been chosen as 1 will let
her know them directly. You see he
always live in the country. What
His father was with the late

uld have to get his uniform in order as they
s so kind of you was placing Olsoufieff for Ernie.

press and he has a veneration for all the Hessian

rladen with work. Here the town is topsy-turvy with fhe
preparations - dus oise and Sergei2 works hard daily with all the affairs

I do hope yq ave quite good news about Georgy, now the winds, which come
in spring, ajaTso fearfully trying for those, whose lungs are delicate.

Tend isses from Sergei to you three - from your loving Sister,
Ella

have

family.
I fear you must be

1 Grand Duke Sergei was Governor-General of Moscow.
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’•er own

trio illuminations on the Ivan the Great bell tower, alter which all the tower ."and *

►

f ee W<
eon wit!

•TJicky/ftiary - 14 May - Moscow
A great, solemn day for Alix, Mama and myself, but one full of msyrajL^nudty We •
were on our feet 8 U'db'ck in the'ryidHll!1^7^r^ro^ssi'm UFBTrot i

Nicky, Diary - 17 May - Moscow
The weather was wonderfu^rfT^hy. For the first tinje the
went toSqsit Xenia amj^ndro ann then ^j^rrfffnil-ky W|/nad ! tn
Mama andS^j^rTo'clock gathered<*»pffairs for the IWW mgra'uli

..._ ...uv, rtrand Duchesses, then the ladies-in-waiting anti aft t t

iperor
istan'

ftnev arranged
IT Hov jnuct^good

rnpve otl unHTTTOrLUcktly the weather was heaveriiv. ~
Xhe Grand Staircase presented a glltfenfig Hight. Everything took ptace ir the

Uspensky cathedral, and althpujghitsecmTTTO^UIlJJlll, I will1 ieiilWllll^l?t ’STBRs
‘J ^o'clock w£ went UPonto.the topbaTSdliy,

ere was a gala performance17 May Yestei\ay th<> Bolshoi theatre.
ver brocade dress.Empress was in a

KR,^Diary - 15 May - Moscow
The inns werft mugicaW a sea fire. We went to the palace: h
was receiving congratulations from
stream o\ostly dishes were off^S along
several big ^bles in the Andrg^sky hall, wh^.a useless expe

lor diKnltaries and the nohili
th the bread and >a

^oujd that amount of mon

expression of piety and supplication^/Kls whole countenance emanated majesty.
The young Tsarina Is the embodiment of kindness and goodness. The iowager
Empress looked a’s'young as she did 13 years ago, on the ca- • -----
Coronation.

When the Emperor and his consort mounted their thrones, the dlgmtai es cary-
ing their regalia and their assistants blocked my view, so that I could hurdle see ar y-
thing; I could only glimpse the Emperor with difficulty, but I code hear perfectly
as he recited the Credo. His assistants were Vladimir and Mlsht 'U e •’ he ped h.m
put on the purple mantle; at this point his large Andreevskv < ham a-;th 'he
diamonds brake.,

could just see as he raised the crown onto his own head, and took th: orb rnd
sceptre; but I could not see anything of the Empress kneeling before him; I was o ily
able to catch sight of him raising her to her feet and kissing her I could hardly hear
the speech of the Metropolitan Palady. In the same way I hardly heard the prryer
read by the Emperor as he kneeled. It was only when everybody else fell to their
knees and the Emperor alone remained standing, that 1 was able to. gaze on him.

The Emperor embraced me; I nearly burst into tears and said: 'Chri .t oe with
you.' ■“

144
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icky, Diary - 1 June - Ilinskoe,

>un-
Hia

Mai
The
try 1:

Nicky to Empress Marie - 31 May - Ilinskoe
For me, of course, the greatest joy is freedom, the absence of work dor he first time
since our wedding). While out walking, I keep being surprised that I don't have to
rush back for a reception or a report! 1 am delighted that Alix has tai m up riding
again, for the moment we go out alone together. I find it more pleasant than a
whole cavalcade. , 

Nicky, Diary - 27 May - Ilinskoe \
Awoke with the wonderful realization that everything is over and that i is now pos- i
sible to live for oneself, quietly and peacefully! It was sultry all day fter coffee I I
went for a walk and inspected all the surroundings of the house 

28 May We all had luncheon together, there were almost 30 oeopl . .ay down 1
and fell asleep for an hour and a half. At 5 o’clock the whole family d rve in three
carriages. We picked lilac and lilv-of-the-valley.  —

watched a very fine firework display from the main terrace, Everything was rt manT
afil^aeauHhi 1 anti WU11 dfHUIIIlSSTtTTevenkigrenun^cBTTTCTrffffvmT^^ sion s

The owners held feasts and festivitiesT ’ "" '<==«—

- 2y May - St Petersburg i
I have been tormented by doubts: should I tell Sergei about what I consider to have
been his mistakes? I certainly don't want to talk to him. Sergei does -.ot like any- ’
one to disagree with him, he gets annoyed and loses his capacity to hink zoolly
and logically. And there would be no use In writing to him. A quarrel < >uld a-ise as
a result of a letter.

Oh, i£onl^h^mg£ipiwasjnor^JgjjjjXji But he is surrounded by ad'isois.
Vladim^sTonstan^ygjvm^WnHidvice and even prompts him to revoke existing
decisions, as for instance in the matter of Pahlen's appointment. '1 he r ianda e was
already prepared. Sergei, supported by Vladimir and Pavel - although n one ot them '
had read the script of the mandate - decided to ask to be relieved of h s post - and/
so the Emperor never signed the mandate. /

4flR, pfory - 8 June - St Petersburg
bi three dayHTieTmp^rffSrfflangcTHIs mind as many times.^ALfuMJifi.agreed

il such' 
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a way as to exonerate both the Moscow governor general and the Court ministry
Then Vorontsov suggested the appointment of Pahlen. The Emperor readily agreed

In the end, He went back on his decision, when Vladimir and his brothers
declared that, if CouncPahlgn was appointed, they would all resign from their I
posts. 4pw outrageous can you get: to permit yourself, in an autocratic state to giv<
an ultimatum to the Emperor, to threaten and frighten!! Ohl If only the Empgioi_
was sterner and stronger! v 

Xenia, Diary - 29 July - Mikhailovskoe
We had tea with Nicky and Alix. They only returned at about 6 o'clock. Nicky went
duck shooting and killed 72 birds! We chatted a lot. Nicky clearly understands now
Sbout th? uncles, and says that he won't try to keep Ilium flu, UTSV^'TSlTU It I11W

-WMF heaarts resign!------------ -"

12 July Sergei Mikhailovich6 and I talked about the Emperor. Sergei said that he
had got to know him very well, while he was still heir, and that he loved him very
much. Sergei puts down his lack of resolve and firmness to his upbringing; he also
confirmed my opinion: that no one, if you like, can have a constant influence on 
the Emperor; unfortunately he is likely to be Influenced by the last view expressed. I

This tendency, to agree with the last opinion voiced, will probably get worse over'
the years. How painful, how sad, andAhow dangerousl 

2 July It was painful for me to note that muted antagonism has broken out
between Empress Marie and her daughter-in-law? I am even more convinced thar
£ver that tire Emperor iack£iesQlye; he irtocTeasily swayed in his opinion by who
ever talked to him last. The Empress is deeply perturbed, as are we all, that he signee
Pahlen's mandate, and then revoked it. It is all so unfortunat^andembarrassin^!

v •

Nicky to Georgy [brother]^- 29 Ju (ol
I don't want to talk about Moscow - it makes me sick to remember, it's not partic- A
ularly comforting to think about the sad side of the coronation. This year seems to ,
be a year of hard labour, with Alix and me as the martyrs: Moscow In the spring.
and now soon all these intolerable foreign visits. First of all we are going to Austria,
then Kiev, Germany, Penmark, England, France and finally Darmstadt;, there at
leksf we can hope for a complete rest. An attractive prospect, don't you think?

On top of It, we shall have to drag our poor little daughter with us, as all the rel­
atives want to see her. I can imagine what the French will get up to in Paris - maybe
they really will rename it Napoleondra, or something like it!

Geor
I was

zfhe”p
condi
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In general our dear uncles have behaved in a thoroughly improper rramie
recently. I am amazed at their effrontery, and even more by your patience.

Sandro Memoirs
Nicky spent the first ten years of his reign sitting behind a massive desk tr rh>
palace and listening witji_near awe to the well-rehearsed bellowing_o£hjsjowerini,
uncles. He dreaSgETT^^^efralon^with them. ~ "

Nickycto Empress Marie - 13 September - Balmoral Castle
I cannot tell you how touched I was by youijipoaiptiqted visit to the yacht
the arriiral of the family, as well as by thgzMnd wordslyou found time n/write ill
my album! Alix and I watched a lomjzlme as you wer| carried awavthe ■ Jttjr
Tsarevna, Yut as you were sittinsLaffiong the crew, we cLuld not se^or the crowt
We stood together on the bt^e, so as to see the familiar shore^r the ast time ii
we sailed bySijim so happ^that Alix enjoyed Denmark^) rgptfi. she was quite sad
to leave!

X^Xla to Nicky - 22 September - Ai-Todor

I can\naglne what awaits you in Paris! In general this trip won't be gay, and 1 dor t
envy you - on the contrary I pity you with all my heart. At least in Denmark eve 1
though you weren't there for long, you were able to be quiet and rest a little. Ti e
whole famifyywere delighted to see you and Alix, who made a wonderful impression
on everyone. \

It's such a pitydhat you are not able to come here! But maybe it might be possi­
ble next year - in the spring or autumn. Evenings and nights arc so warm that r e
dined on the balcony. Baby is growing up wonderfully. Now, if you stand her 1 n
her feet, she can remain there for a few seconds without any help; she is a.rea y
trying to take a few stepk which amuses her greatly, and is constantlv asking to <e
put on the floor!! \

1 October Your visit to Paris'was quite a grandiose affair! Thank God, it ul. we it
off so brilliantly and without a*hitch. I am sure that all the things you saw v. )l
never be erased from your memo\ But now 1 think you must be glad o» 1 -.•st 31
last, and to have some time for yourselves.

Nicky to Queen Victoria - 10 October - sJeues Palais, Darmstadt
Dearest Grandmama, \

I am so sorry to have kept you waiting so \ng for my answer and not to h vc
thanked you at once, for your two letters. Of course by this time you will I- a-.e id
all the details of our wonderful stay in France. T\e three davs ai Paris were v n
interesting but rather trying and 1 had hardly timetmough to occupy m\wi v tl
serious matters and even no real conversations with the principal men

When 1 arrived here, there were four messengers waiting for me and it t'..>k ne
over a week to finish all that business. 1 am sorry not to\e able to git e y ou nv
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Nicky

___ „ „ _ < h
fhich I nr<jWi«bi. wLi hull uylTii
MMgtotUaJaiitoMtoMiinf iti,,,,

to Egypt, 1 must own, dearest Grandmama, {he <!|ll??tl8rm?,Tn^??JHS’ffB!J?
character, as it does no* only concern France alone, but the whole of Europe. It is
of the highest interest for Russia to have her shortest communication sea route with
East Siberia free and open. The British occupation of Egypt is a constant threat to
our maritime route to the Far East, because it is clear that who so ever is the master
of the valley of the Nile, the same holds possession of the Suez canal. This is the
reason why Russia and France do not approve of England remaining In that part of
lite world and why the two countries want the real integrity of the Canal. Politics

i alasl are not the same as private or domestic affairs and they are not guicted Byper-
I sppalor relationship feelings. History is one's real positive teacher in these matters*
Cmd-W’m^person^JIy^xce^t that, 1 have always got the sacred example of my
beloved Father and also the result and proof of all His deeds!

Mr de Staal would explain you all these difficulties about Egypt very clearly if you
once gave him the opportunity of speaking to you openly. But now enough of
politics!

1 ULI /hjty wei) uLnagmF?iITx^oyofbeing once more quietly at
too to be here and rest for a short while, after having tra
without stopping. In the beginning the weather w
to the different pretty places about Darm
new to me. We go very often to th
good way of occupying one,'
end in a week; I $hal

ITam happy
or nearly six weeks

ely and we took long drives
tjugenheim, Wolfsgarten, etc. all so

tre, which is, I think, excellent and such a
hings. But unfortunately our stay here comes to an

ust as sorry as Alix to leave this peaceful place.
barest Grandmama, with my best love to all, believe me your

and devoted grandson
Now goodb

most lo

Ella to Queen Victoria - 3 November - Moscow
Dearest Grandmama,

Such loving thanks for your dear letter and charming presents.
having news about you through Alix and Nicky. We thorou
together at Darmstadt and travelled most pleasantly t
been a great astonishment as people were sayin
Well the abominable lies told about us to the

as such a joy
enjoyed ourselves

simply disgusting but one day I trust all

did not like each other etc.
fe not edifying, the intrigues were

ruth will come out and the great thing
is to have^legr^ons^jj^ljg^^G ^^^ar^chan^theunkindnes^Hhe

.jggjjld^nThis casea set o_fjealou^mtriguers.
'Our dellgffSuHoumeyNfr^&Ened us both uo. although poor Sergei looks verv

thjn-J’eople 1 suppose coykfnot believe that we were harmless and happy, so began
to prove the contrary/*’^

Really we wanfzfothlng, we are very happy, we try to do our duty and I must say
it sounds vajXpeople here like us and again proved their affection by receiving us
most w^pffly when we arrived the other day here. Well in everything bad there is
good^nd we have now our eyes open and some really true friends and after all few

er home, It must have

t

enemies.

" British Prime Minister.


