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Gatchina
and Aprak1 discussing the family life of the young

people of society today.
Inevitably this conversation touched the most sensitive string of my heart, and

touched that dream and that hope I live with from day to day.
It is already a year and a hah since I talked about it to Papa at Peterhof, and tince

then nothing has changed either for better or worse! _ -**‘5
My dream - one d5y Cft'milty AIR 1 UffVUIBVyiMiei IB! b long turn, but I

more deeply and strongly since 1889 when she spent six weeks in Petersburg dur- i
ing the winter! For a long time I resisted my feelings, and tried to deceive myself
about the Impossibility of achieving my most cherished wish!

the only obstacle or gulf between us - is the ques­
tion of rellglonl ‘ tf

It Is the one and only barrier; I am almost certain that our feelings arc mutual!
Everything is the will of God. Relying on His mercy I resign myself to the future
with equanimity.

Nicky, Dlaryj^XJ2fi££flltok~
In the evening I sat with Mama

' Princess A, Ofcokuisky (bom Countess Aprakslne), lady-in-waiting and derfNriend of th,
imperial famdyr \

’ PrlnmXlbert VictorUEddy), the Duke of Claierice, eldensurvlving sdn of the PtlnceXWales,
hadjitdtfi his grandmoth\§ueen Victorlfl>cbn$ent, asked hx torpdrry him, but was turners
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CtHfirehe, second daughter of the Comte de Paris (Louis Philippe d'
- 1 Princess Olga Dolgorukaya, whom Nicky was in love with for a short time.
'J.Matilda Kshesslnskaya, a famous Russian ballerina.1 Nicky was her first love.

_ _____ ^sasee=ss=f
I have noticed something very strange within myself: I never thought that two

similar feelings, two loves could co-exlst at one time within one heart. >•
I have already loved Alix H[esse] for three years and constantly hope to marry her

one day, God willing! The following year I fell very much in love with Olga D.; but
that however has now passeyil And since the camp of 1890 until now I have been
madly (platonlcally) in love with little K.’ What^ surprising thing our heart isl At
the same time I never stop thinking of Alix!

Would it be right to conclude from all this that 1 am amorous? To a certain
extent: yes; but I must add that I am a severe judge and very d/oosyT This is the rea­
son for the mood 1 described yesterday as not very pt

Nicky, Dia -St Eetg
e several hints about Heleneng to Mama this morning^

the daughter of the Comte de ParisJ
at the crossing of two partis;
obviously wants

puts me in an awkward position. I am
yself want to go in the other direction, while Mama

take this one! What will happen?
fpt ^tp Xenia's room and watched from behind the curtain as sjhe

gymriastlc lesson with a certain young and attractive person.
After te

And fa[lmiri_n|; rln^1 April - Gatchina cu?-tfTiT
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20 June Got up late, Uncle Valdemar and Georgie took turns to come and see ne
while I was lying in bed. After coffee I went with Aunt Marie to our church; th< ■ ser­
vice and singing were very good, the choir having been sent from Pans. Read until
luncheon.

The heat was terrible, the sun like some red spot and the air was hazy, presum­
ably from the London fumes. At 2 o'clock we all gathered for luncheon at Uncle
Alfred and Aunt Marie's. 1 made the acquaintance of the Mecklenburgs After
changing into light clothes, we drove by carriage beyond the town. The outing
turned out to be a long one, as we went to visit the Teck family at their residence -
White Lodge. We had tea with them in the garden. People kept arriving the whole
time to congratulate May. We returned to Marlborough House and an hour later set
off for a family dinner with,old man Cambridge. „ -
' A string orchestra was playing. Everyone finds a great resemblance between
Georgie and myself - I am getting quite tired of hearing the same thing all the
'time." 

21 June After coffee, had my picture taken with Georgie in the garden. At about
11 o’clock went into town with Clarke in a 'handsome' - a splendid vehicle - to
look at the sights of London. We saw Westminster Abbey, St Paul's Cathedial and
the Tower. We returned home just in time for luncheon.

Visited Georgie's new home, where he will live as a married man - St ames's
Palace; the rooms are not yet completely furnished.^yppi^e-euHttie-thedi^ilding^

Jooks like a prison. After that I went with Uncle Bertie and Uncle Valdemar to
Hurlingham Park, where there is a club and every possible outdoor activ.ty and
game: polo, lawn-tennis, cricket, clay pigeon shooting etc,, I was fascinited to
watch the first of these games, it reminded me of India. At 8.30 there was a dinner

there are a lot of people riding in the morning. At one o'clock I again changed i to
full uniform, and set out with Uncle Alfred and the rest of the family for Windsor
by train, to see the Queen. There was again a formal welcome: an escort of the
King's own Dragoons, already familiar from India, and a guard of honour in the
inner courtyard of the castle. A typical old building - the be<t of UnH

legs - was remarkably kind to me.
ar aniMhe Battcnbcrgr, the ihe

u. hjhtiyjj Tpdwwr Then^ij^jgKsejtterHjjg^itljJji^Q^ierjrHhe^Garter,
' ich I ‘ad not expected! 

tertarkfilg my l&Jv 55^U aiouiidTTie castle, and went into the chapel
where poor Eddy's body has been laid to rest. Returned to London at 5 o’clock for
tea. After dinner we went to the Drury Lane theatre. The Comddie Franyaise were
playing Les Effrontes - excellent. Uncle Bertie took Uncle Valdemar and I to the
Marlborough Club, to which we were elected as members on the day of our anival.

’ Augusta, wife of Frederick, Grand Duke of Mecklenburg-Strellta, was the sister of Mav of
Teck's mother, Mary Adelaide, Duchess of Teck.

* Bqroness Buxhpeveden, lady-in-waiting to Alix, recorded in her memoirs that the Ilk.mess was
such fhat at a garden party"ffiariy guests shook Nicky warmly by the hand,- taking him foi ills
Cpusii) the bnqggfpqni^The greatest joke, however, Jwas When one of the gentlemen oftfir ijifirt
mgcie the contrary titTsfa^e, on jcoming up-to the Duke, whom he took for the TsarevicjiTftrckvlT3
begged him not to be late for the wedding; theqgxt day.' ‘
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at our Embassy with Staal,’ and afterwards a reception upstairs, what they call here
a 'party' - what a crush, not to mention the heat. Luckily it did not last too long

25 June The day was even hotter than yesterday. I went with Uncle Bertie to
Buckingham Palace to say goodbye to the Queen. At about two 1 went with him to
have luncheon with the Marquess of Londonderry. There were quite a lot of people
and a string orchestra was playing. The house is not big, but the rooms are beauti­
ful and filled with a mass of magnificent pictures and objects. Our hostess was J
delightful but a terrible flirt. We left soaked through as we had been sitting In frock ‘
coats. Half an hour later I set off with Clarke for the House of Lords and the House
of Commons. 1heard Gladstone111 speaking in the latter. Returned home for tea and
then went ridingln the garden on three-wheeled bicycles with Victoria and Uncle
Valdemar. At 8 o'clock went to dine with Fife." A lot more people arrived during
the evening and there was a concert. Returned home at 12.30.

26 June It was still very stuffy In the morning. After coffee I received: Lord
Rosebery, Mackenzie Wallace and said goodbye to Uncle Alfred. At 12.43 we all
(that is the inhabitants of Marlborough House) set off for the City in state coaches
with an escort of the Blues. The Lord,Mayor met us at the entrance, surrounded by

.. his aldermen in wigs, and the most amazing gowns. ?
1 JnJhg^ouncil chamber he gave a speech for Apapa on the freedom of the City,
but 1 simply could not Understand what it was. Then we we ther hallr

uncheon was laid for 70Q people. After a very bad mealj!lefe wgl
rsftimp inrnv Ij^Thad tomake qutfe a longspeecfy'in :ourse; theyT

loudly and banged their knives to show their‘spontaneous apprecffiffi^T
drippiflg1 With sweat - But tKen 1 was dressed in a Cossack coat.

7e^5J?ffiddner thar^xpecte?an7aF3WuilU 4 U tlULR, 111 Ilin illlipillkl UUllies, we
set off iritwo cabs -1 with Victoria and Uncle Valdemar with Maud - to see Captain
Boyton's World's Watershow for a second time. We dined and then went to the
opera at Covent Garden theatre, where there was a gala performance. The Reshke
brothers were singing. It dragged on until 12 o'clock.

27 June There was a strong wind blowing, and almost every hour it rained and
then cleared up again. At 11 o’clock I went with my three gentlemen to the Greek
church, where the service went on for a long time, but the singing was very good.
We lunched at home after 2 o'clock, as the arrival of Aunt Augusta Mecklenburg
and Aunt Mary Teck held everyone up.

At 4.30 we took the same road as for White Lodge and went to Sheen to see
Louisa and Fife. It's completely country, you can't believe London is so near. We
drank tea in the Chinese pavilion to Hungarian music. There were a few other peo­
ple apart from us - some very pleasant ladies - 'our friend Julie' and 'Bena
Hardinge', with their husbands. After dressing for dinner, we gathered downstairs
in the lovely dining room. The same music played. I have to say that I am very sorry
to be leaving England, and particularly Marlborough House.

’ Russian Ambassador.
” W. E. Gladstone, enjoying his fourth term as Prime Minister.
" The Duke of Fife married Louise, daughter of Edward VII.
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28 June Got up early in order to have time to put away my last things. At
10 o'clock the whole family gathered for breakfast, and an hour later I v/as
accompanied to the station by Apapa and all the Waleses.

I took the same way back to Port Victoria. I took my leave of Clarke on the vacht,
and when the luggage had been loaded, we started up and passed out into th * sea.

It was remarkably calm, the sun was warm and in general the crossing was
remarkably good. We met a mass of ships. I read a lot to dispel my sadness

4 October ~ Fredensborg, Denmark The weather on our last-but-one das was
rainy, the morning was still but towards evening a strong wind got up. After coffee
we went for a walk. All the heavy luggage was sent aboard the yacht and the rooms
took on a mournful look. There was fog by the time we went out again, and the air
was so damp that it was difficult to breathe as we walked.

We stopped to rest in the summer house on the mound in the park, and lit a
small fire. Sadness has imprinted its mark on each one of us; involuntarily the ques­
tion poses itself - when, and where and in what circumstances will the family next
meet again?

Ella had adopted Nicky and Alix's private nicknames.

Ella to Nicky - 20 October - Darmstadt
Dearest Nicky,

Here at last is my letter about Pelly I.13 He Is just as ever no changement and vOU
remember our conversations before, well I wish you to know all perfectly clearly,
after different conversations he gave in to see Pelly II but wishing her to understand
that In spite of the depth and unallering sentiment he has not the courage to cnange
his rreligion] only I repeated that Pelly II longed to see him and speak it oul - well

5 October The horrible day of departure! Got up early to pack my last things,
which were sent on to town ahead of us. At 11 o'clock we left Fredensborg in warm
weather and a downpour.

From the station we went to Amallenborg, where we said goodbye to dear
Amama and the whole family. Apapa accompanied us as far as Tolboten when we
boarded the Polar Star in pouring rain. We sat down to luncheon at 1.30, a the
same time as Aunt Alix was having luncheon on the Osborne. At about 3 o clock
they all came over to us, it was strange to see each other again after the tearful
farewells. We sat around the cabins and chatted.

At 5 o'clock Mama and the others left the yacht and went back to Amallenborg,
where Papa, Misha and I followed after the lowering of the flag. We sat down to din­
ner in the small dining room. Poor Amama was so disturbed by all the protracted
farewells that she had to leave the table and lie down on the couch in her room.

In the evening we wandered around the rooms and gathered at about 9 o'clock
for tea with Amama. After saying a final goodbye to her we returned to the °oiar
Star with Aunt Alix, Victoria and Maud. After that we took them with Mama over
onto the Osborne and having said goodbye we came back. At 12 o'clock 1 went into
the ward room, where we sat down to a zakuska. I presented the officers with .i lov­
ing cup with three handles, which was successfully put into use
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ear much hope there is not and he begs me to tell you not to misunderstand him
but that my idea is that seeing Petty JI talking with her perhaps God will give him the
courage to do a thing for love which now seems to him impossible. I don't men­
tion the Pellys' names as really one never knows If the post does not read the let­
ters and as 1 know how important and what deep interest you take in their fate 1
write thus. Please tell Pelty's parents all I say so that in case (God grant it may not be
so) nothing comes of their meeting they may not reprove Petty I of having given false
hopes. I promised to write all as it is and hope you understand, in spite of all I hope
that love may conquer and be too strong and his love is so deep and pure and the
poor creature so utterly miserable that it makes ones heart ache that R[eligion]
should come between, they must both pray, and oh I do so hope as all other
difficulties have passed.

■ If Petty II consents telegraph to me all right then Sergei will write to the person who
invited for Easter an’d we would go together to pay a visit and meet Pelly II there.
You must answer directly. Pelly 11 might do as if she were travelling in different
towns or simply pay a visit of congratulations as they are reigning now, papers will
always talk if they meet or do not meet so that must not be the trouble. May I now
say my opinion this is her last and only chance she must come now or it is a finished
thing forever whereas if they meet who knows it is so difficult to refuse accepting
the only being you love since years for whom the heart has been suffering to be sep-
'arated. Pelly I said he would die for his love and if they speak perhaps the real bar­
rier which has kept them apart will melt before the words of love from Pelly II don't
you hope so and pray so for their happiness may God bless those poor darlings.

Ask the Father Ioann of Kronstadt to come and see Petty II bless her and pray with her
she wants God's help more than ever usually in life please please do tell her so now
dear courage to speak to her and say all and may she come and we meet her soon.
Kind messages from all to you, and a hearty kiss from your old friend and Aunt Ella.

Nicky, Diary - 26 October - St Petersburg
A great misfortune happened yesterday - our wonderful composer Tchaikovsky

/uiuai1 ' ■ |

Nicky to Alix - 31 October - Gatchina
Dearest Alix

Please excuse this boldness of mine of writing a few lines to tell you how sorry I
was and how 1 deeply regret not to have been able to come and see you while Ella
stayed with you. But after our returning from Denmark, a lot of important matters
- one about Georgy [brother] - who luckily is quite well now, kept me back from
going. You may well imagine my disappointment at losing such a splendid and easy
chance of flying off to Pelly, after such a long long time ...

Berlin and all those ceremonies and functions for Mossy [Margaret of Prussians
wedding, where we generally used to be about half a mile off from each other, can­
not be called a pleasant meeting. And for you poor thing especially it must be of a
disagreeable recollection, as you suffered so from an ear-ache!

I do hope you are quite well arid that awful pain has not come back.
mind wouldn't you send me a phold fif VU new

ones, like those you sent to Xenia so happy to have one near
reglj»g.nt-and WHenevfer I look into our. I have to go often to to

31
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I have Seen torturing myseFf. To hurt one whom one loves is fearful, and

yet I don't want him to go on hoping, as I can never change my Religion. God b ess
the dear, and may he not think ill of his old Pelly. I feel too upset to write any more

Your old Ml
ghlfKi pm fit! in !■>

I
 Alix to Xenia - 8 November - Darmstadt

Darling Xenia
A good kiss and fondest thanks for your dear letter.
It was such a pleasure hearing again from you. Yes, do continue writing to me,

don't let what 1 am going to tell you, put a stop to our friendship and correspon­
dence. My photo and a letter I have sent through Ella to Nicky. In itjhe will see, that

k I cannot-chan

iwt iJWlilM JUfflllwuUS flUin juirrimlf n EIhii'J.

, God? For 1 teel it a' Stn to change that beUeHnTvtrtnfr 1 have been trough tSpa nd
which I love. I should never find my peace of mind again, and like that 1 should
never be your real companion who should help you on in life; for there alv. ivs
should be something between us two, in my not having the real conviction ot • lie
belief I had taken, and In the regret for the one I had left,

It would be acting a lie to you, your Religion and to God. This is my feeling of
right and wrong, and one's innermost religious convictions and one's peace of con-

I am certain that you would not wish me to change against my conviction. What
happiness can come from a marriage which begins without the real blessiSI~o^)

Alix to Nicky - 8 November - Darmstadt
Deare^ Nicky,

1 send u my very best thanks for your dear le Ngnd enclose the photograph
you wished f

uld not
* I than myi W8

for s it gives nWne WkrceX^lteSo you all
the spur/f the rrS^nyr might nbQi ivj

n» y-iif •r.ty ’'i*^
You know what.my feelings are as Ella has told them to you already, but I feci it '

rnYduty to tell them to you myself. I thought everything for a long time and 1 only
beg you not to think that I take it lightly for it grieves me terribly and makes me
very unhappy.

I have tried to look at it in every light that is possible, but I always return to .me
thing. I cannot do It against my conscience. You, dear Nicky, who have also such a
strong belief will understand me that I think it is a sin to change my belief, and 1
jhould be miserable all the days of rriyTife, knowing that 1 had done a wrongful-

ave and which Ella will forwar o you.
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iat after a four-day

18 November This morning I opened the packet which had been lying on my
table since last night, and in a letter from Alix from Darmstadt 1 learned that every­
thing is over between us - it is impossible for her to change religion, and all my
hopes are shattered by this implacable obstacle, my best dreams and my most cher­
ished wishes for the future. Such a short time ago, 1 perceived it as bright, attractive
and Imminently attainable - yet now it appears indifferent!!!

Yes, it is hard sometimes to submit to the will of God! Ail day I went about in a
daze, it is terribly difficult to appear calm and carefree when the question affecting
your whole future life is suddenly decided in this way!

The weather during our walk corresponded to my state of being: it was thawing
and a gale was blowing. We dined downstairs. -

7 December Woke up at 11.30. For a long time could not decide whether to go to
the Council of State or not. All the same I went - and for this reason stayed in town.
At 3 o'clock left for the regiment, having wormed my way out of the Committee of
Ministers.

26 November To my surprise I got up feeling quite fresh, and
hingpl _ I

science toward God before all one's earthly wishes. As all these years have not made
it possible for me to change my resolution in acting thus, I feel that now is tne
moment to tell you again that I can never change my confession.

I am certain that you will understand this clearly and see as I do, tha£we are only-
4<nturiag-oui^lyes^31Muft^something impossible and It would npt bea kindness u.
let you go on having vain hopes/which will never be realized^

And now Goodbye my darling Tricky, and may God bless and protect you.
Ever your loving Alix

^5 VWflttih II II "Inlff ll'l li.ll.t. mil I.IJ I.h-t. .0.1.. H-°ry nf HI*- M")mity'J, fl.J L11L11J

dimiLi. TI1L LlTlgi.ll mill Ilin gjiyirlcn Lull iiiui—

Nicky, Diary - 17 November - St Petersburg
We left Ropsha in wonderful weather and complete stillness. There
f frost. I killed: 1 black grouse, 2 white partridges (fo
nd 8 white hares -17 in all. The whole
285 pieces.
Changed at S

me)
as much inferior to

7clined with Uncle Misha [Sandro's father] and
ous Sleeping Beauty; it was danced hv M. Kshessinskaya,ee a

1893

W

IS December Slept late. Found out that the Cavalry Guard had left at 9 o'clock in
the morning. The weather is not brilliant for the crossing: 4 degrees of frost and a
strong wind blowing straight into their faces. Went to Petersburg at 5 o'clock; had
tea with Aprak in the train. Dined at 7 o'clock at Countess Vorontsov's. We sat
down to a game of 'poker'; and then were joined by the Trubetskoys and Ferden.
All the old friends are already married!!! Returned to Anichkov for the night.



FROM :nM FAX NO. :5084872136 Jun. 08 203i F-1 Pis

893

etter sooner, but you may wel; i mag-

17 December Walked in th
ished a letter to Alix - in answer to twith my face In a sweat

We dined upstatjs at 8 o'clock - th ame peopI received her ref
luncheon.

played divinely fide
ao, card game’,. \

5d to the string orchestra in theN^rscnal -We lis
Alexpi'came in the evening - we played makas

-17 December - GatchinaNicky to A
My dearest Alix

aving answered yPlease excuse my n
ine what a blow it prove

I could not write to you all th ays on account of the sad state oi mind t was
feel more calm and am able to answerin. Now that my restlessn as passe

e frank and open way in whichyour letter quietly. Let thank you first of a
uVhe world than thingsyou spoke to m>hf that letter! There is nothing wor

misunderst and not brought to the point.
the what 'win? hiUiMTw m

"‘"tr11, r n^a^4TiT‘yfeTTFrrr9~~>hedlffff'Ull'feJ HUu WOtJlU-
still it~is so awfully hard, when you have cheri shed a

) dream for many a- year and think - now you are near to its being realized then
suddenly the curtain is drawn and - you see only an empty space and feel oh! so
lonely and so beaten down!! -----—■------------------- -—------------------

TcaiMSfdeny the reasonsyougive me, dear Alix; but I havg got one which is also,
true; you hardly know the depth of our religion^ If you only could have learnt it
with ibmefcody, who knows I?, and could have read books, where you might see the
likeness and difference of the two - perhaps then! it would not have troubled you
in the same way as it does now!

__-iiiwiniirrnrmnjirrrTLi nun tqipnrintjy hcnnam ur1 it is too sad foi a ords
to know that that barrier is - religion!

Don't you think, dearest, that the five years, since we know each other, have
passed in vain and with no result? Certainly not - for me at least. And how am I to
change my feelings after waiting and wishing for so long, even now after that sad
letter you sent me? I trust in God's mercy; maybe it is His will that we both, but you
especially should suffer long - maybe after helping us through al) these miseries

a and trials - He will yet guide my darling along the path that 1 daily pray for
Oh! do not say 'no' directly, my dearest Alix, do not ruin my life already! Dojrou

I think, there can exist any happiness .in the whole world without you A fter liiiving
' involuntarily! kept me waiting and hoping, can this end in such a wav?

Oh! do not get angry with me If I am beginning to say silly things, though 1
promised in this letter to be calm! Your heart is too kind not to understand what
tortures I am going through now,

But I have spoken enough and must end this epistle of mine. Thank vou u much
for your charming photo.

Wmn nrlrhi dnnrnrt flhMhilt the-cnminv Year mavhrinii inn ..........  IihhtiIiii .u,
....../V-i.Hn-- p— ind piotm JLU!

enagejje. It was warm but terribly d^fk\ After tea,
etter,Vn which

as at

34

Ever your loving and devoted Nicky
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Nicky, Diary - 2 April - Gatchina /
Ideal weather. Went for a walk with Mama, XerdZand Sandro. The three of us went
boating and revelled in the tranquillity and the quiet air. It was possible to sit with
the windows open. At 3 o'clock we again^Xent out round the lake and got into var­
ious boats. We were very successful at^reaklng up the ice and pulled large blocks
into the middle of the lake. We hacjX^a at 5 o'clock. AtTo o'clock I said goodbye to
dear Papa and Mama and'wentX'ith Sandro to the station. The train had already
arrived from town with UngJe Vladimir, Aunt Michen, Uncle Sergei. Aunt Ella,
Uncle Pavel and their ladles-in-waiting and adjutants. At 10-30 we set off for
Coburg. _We had suppgf; it was very pleasant to travel in the dining car itTsuch
company. /

-1
Alix to Xenia - 30 March - Da rim 
Darling Xenia

5C - P2B

KR, Diary - yApril
Here I leajXt from the Empress that on the day of Nicky's departure Xenia received
a telegram from Alix in which she warned that she remained adamant, that is to
say/fhat she did not agree to convert to Orthodoxy. --------- —------------- ----- -s

jJidry was very upset and wante^-f^aji^ythe Empress insisted that he J
attvtsed-hifn to turn for help to Queen Victoria/who has a great influence on her l\

______
One worry and sorrow follows the otljer - in 5 days we are gffto Coburg r^

Ernie's wedding7 - what my^feelings^^^ou can imagine. God grant7they matf/'fee
happy - she is such a dear. 1 y f

I am going to England for two or three months, as I would only be in their way"
here. The heat is great, but everything is so green and lovely and all thtXrti it trees
in bloom - too beautiful, we spend many hours in the woods.

Goodbye, my little Chicken, many a loving kiss from your evpr'devoted old Alix
Best love to Sandro. /

nnt I VH'IPULBWWffWWtll Will!I1
qULflUd<h is cruel always tosay ram ruining his life - can I help it, wh

JW-hanpv I should be committing a’sfnTn*my conscie'nce7TttfHi}rHT
:7j -nJ ’“Einning ulr—x Tgnir '*i ‘ip jifljiinri-jtoMMi1 n lin"~- biuret

’ Tire marriage of AUx's brother Ernie to Nicky’s cousin Ducky took place at Coburg, the.fatnilv
seal Of the Dukes of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha in southern Germany. Ducky's father, Alfred. Duke of
TlUnlLtugfi, Rad assumed the title of 6uke of Saxe^toburg-Uofha In 1893.

too

k.ly ?-p -
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fane's, where for a long while the whole family embraced each other in joy. j
After luncheon we went to Aunt Marie's church for a service of thanksgiving^

Empress Frederick, otherwise Prints Victoria, eldest daughter of Queen Victoria. Widow.of
the tjjffliihLftperor, Fregeridun^nielrsonivili^mJESZEmStQrAYllhelm-ll. jrinceS*^^
UeaiHce, QllhUfi Victoria’s youngest daughter, married to Prince Henry of Battenberg ('Like ), was
mother of the future Queen of Spain.
(Jg/farle, Duchess of Edinburgh, sister of Tsar Alexander III. She remained Orthodox an I

therefore hadTrerTwT^lWftffHSpC!^^^^^^^^*^"*^"

agreecf to see and talk to me. A?
“Wari“he othe [lUll Itt WAIL Until two for luncheon with

Meeting again\ifter a short wait, we went in two
belongs to Uncle
and had tea on the
chief footman was at 1
tower and ended behind
from luncheon.
f On the return journey we\met the Quepft, .Empress Frederick, and Beatrice.‘
Everyone got out and embrahgd on th/ road, lavlftg changed into Prussian
uniforms, we went to the statiof\to mqzft Wilhelm [Kaiser Willy]. He arrived at 6
'o'clock and also moved into our ca

At 8 o'clock we gathered for a fam Inner; after which there was a performance
upstairs; they put on two beautifully a d plays, the tiny stage was in one of the
halls. We all dispersed after havi/g tea together. Wilhelm sat with us until 1 o'clock

8 April - Coburg A wonderful, unforgettable day in my life - the day of my
betrothal to my dear beloved Alix. She came to Aunt Michen after 10 o'clock, and
after they had talked, she and I had our discussion.

God,_wh^t a mountain has fallen from my shoulders; with what joy have 1 been
ab'le to delight dear Papa and MamaTTspent tfie wifol^ day in a haze, not quite
knowing what had happened tn mg! ~ 1

Wilhelm sat in the next room with the uncles and aunts and waited for the out-
yeen and trona there to Aunt

Returned\nd had coffee in our communal drawing room. Alix tl/h arrived
I toucheXas little as possible on yesterday's question, it wis enough she still

* o’clock We WMIt L6 hav/'luncheon with Alim"
e Queen.

ages to Roscnau, which
ed. There we walked, visited the o/ngerle and the house itself.

had a good laugh when the
three songs; he started in the

e bushes. The rest o/the family joined us_at 4 o clock

7 April The day of Ernie a^fl Pu^Rv's weririinyN began by being half an hour iate
for breaklast at Aunt Mark's, where the whole famjjy had gathered, and I had to
walk alone in front of tjfe crowd in the square. We albgathered in the upstairs gai-

we went to the churchieries, and after the ciyfl marriage contract had been sign
The service did no0ast long. Ernie and Ducky make a lo y couple. The pastor

heart of my own ’gave a splendid s on, which surprisingly went straight to f
•problem,. At thal mpment 1 terribly watllUdlu Lie able IViwk liil&^rix's soul[_After
the wedding Jnerc was a family luncheon, and the young couple left Darmstadt.
Went for a alk with Uncle Vladimir; In the end we reached the fortresXand made
a detaile/tour of the armoury museum. We had just arrived home whely a storm
broke d it poured with rain all night. We dined with Aunt Marie, in iform
became of the Emperor, who never wears civilian clothes, and then walked, or
rat/er ran because of the downpour, to the theatre. They were performing the\rjt

t of The Clowns and a good play. Drank beer.^iymrampagne in the billiard room.

ss next to the lawn-tennis.
persuaded to sing two
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nd wished to marry her. I am quite certain, that she will make you
d she is charming, lovely and accomplished.

FAX NO. :5084872136

Then we all went to Rosenau, where a ball had been arranged for the litti baby
'Bee1, on the occasion of her birthday. I did not feel like dancing, hit walk >.nd
talked in the garden with my bride. I still cannot believe that i have .. odde
Returned home at 6.15. There was already a pile of telegrams. We had dmrer at
8 o'clock. We drove to the illuminations and then went upstairs for a court concert.
The Bavarian regimental string orchestra played brilliantly In the evening we sat
again together In our sitting room. 

Jun. 08 2004 32:32':n P22

Geo , Duke of Yor Nicky - 9 April - York Cottage, Sandringham
My de\r, old Nicky!

I wish\ou and dear Alix every possible joy and happiness now and in the ruture.
I am inde delighted to think that everything is settled at last and that the great
wish of yourNjeart is at last accomplished, as I well know that for some years you
have loved A
an excellent wife

I am also so glad fh^t your engagement has taken place at Coburg and I know It
wjU fiaVP-Pfr'pn -C--^ irn the Freatest possible pleasure to be present tn this
happy occasion, she is v fond of Alix and has always toTcTme how much slfe
hoped that some day she uldmarry you. So Ernie and Ducky are married and
Xenia and Sandro are engage what_a lot of weddings there will be this year, you
are all following my good example you see.
God bless you, dear Nicky.

9 April This mornifiF the Queen's dragoon guards played a whole programme j
under my’windows - ver^oucliing! At it) o'Cldck

1 ------uL’tn-jij .^IRfe day was cold and grey but our |
—lute
telegrams. We

icky to Empress Marie - 10 April - Palais burg, Coburg
y dearest darling Ivlama
I do not know how to start this letter, as there i\p much 1 want to say that the

thoughts are all mixed up in my head. So this is ho
to the mercy of our Lord God, when I was convinced t
hopeless!

The day after our arrival here, I had a long and extremely difficult conversation
With Alix, during which I tried to explain to her that she cc\ld not do otherwise

‘vyeflt tUgUffieTtd fiave^cof?ee^v!nrthe Qi3 —
souls wifFTIgHTUHfl |byfuL' MS 'TTatl t rpn rr 4

er lunch, I sat with Alix answep
went together by char-a-banc to Rosenau. 1 drove.

What a delight! It was not particularly fun there, we juj/Wandered around not
knowing what to do, while at home there were good s knows how many tele­
grams. On the other hand I did not move from s side, so I should net com-

e at 6 o'clock m time f< Palm­plain, except perhaps for the cold. Returned h
cause of which 1 was nearly ‘.ate forSaturday vespers. I again sat with my bride

dinner with the Queen. We wore even
evening there was another court co

ress as Wilhelm had already let Ln the
rt. Sat together until 1 o'clock

48

ny affair turned out. thanks

Ever your most loving cousin Georgie.

outcome was completely
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1 than to give her consent! She was crying the whole time, and only answered from
y itnne to time in a whisper: 'No! I cannot.'

*| I just kept on repeating and insisting on what I had already said earlier. Although
this conversation went on for more than two hours, it ended in nothing, because
(neither of us would give in to the other.

1 The next morning we talked more calmly; I gave her your letter and after that die
could not say anything. This was already a sign for me of the final stage of the con­
flict which had arisen within her from our first conversation. The marriage of Ernie
and Ducky was the final drop in her cup of suffering and hesitations. She decided
to talk to Aunt Michen; this was also Ernie's advice. As he was leaving, he whispered
to me that there was hope of a happy outcome,

I have to say here that during the whole of those three days I suffered terrible
anxiety; all the relatives kept asking me in confidence about her and, expressing
their sympathy in the most touching way, wished me all the best. But all this pro­
voked in me even greater fears and doubts that perhaps things would not be

/
resolved.

The Emperor [Wilhelm] also trlecLhe even had a talk with Alix and on that morn-
ingof8thApdlbrQugRffi^uTurathom^^F^h?!Hvent^ffli?nt  Michen and soon
afterwards came into the room where I was sitting with the Uncles, Aunt Ella and
Wilhelm. They left us alone and ...the first thing she said was... that $he_agj££d!
Oh God, what happeneT^TmeTSenTTstarte^oc^HH^^^nnT andso did she,
only her expression immediately changed: her face brl^fiWhed anTtook on an aura
Ofneace. ----- ------------ — -
JSJffll»Lciirmot tclkw^|iJiDML^aniuU»aiH and yet snii that Inal irut Wilk Mill*

and tKStT'cannot embrace you and dear Papa aFnusTnomentT^)7^RoT?^or!Tffi!?
been transformed, and everything, nature, people, places, all seem attractive, good
and full of joy. I simply was not able to write, my hands were trembling and fr _>m
then on, in fact, 1 did not have a single moment free.

i il. .'T*1"1*1 r‘"'..luil the iin" iftfrcfitr‘1rifrrr" 'TTgrtSSrTn.Ti. I'mnrfinj
ra tn ty answerpd-arw*- I was dying just to sit alone in a corner with
ride. She has completely changed and become gay, amusing, talkative and

I do not know how, to thank God for His great mercy.
That same day we went to a service in Aunt Marie's church. She and all the sis-

ters were present. At Alix's request we will go to Darmstadt for one night, now she
will see her native land with quite other feelings. I had asked you if I could stay for
two weeks, but now I think I will come earlier, towards the middle of Easter week

49

1 so want to spend a little more time quietly with her.
But now, my dear Mama, 1 must finish. I am enclosing her letter to you. I embrace

dear Papa and all the others,
You: Nkk’,

Nicky, Diary - 10 April - Palais Edinburg, Coburg
Celebrated Uncle Vladimir's name day; for the first time Alix anfll took him a pres­
ent together. Went upstairs with her at 10 o'clock to have coffee with the Queen.—
Made it to church In the middle of the service, and from tbtre to Alix and the end­
less quantities of telegrams, which seem to increase rather than diminish. All the
Russian gentlemen brought my bride a bouquet. Haaluncheon at one. Todav is
simply cold with rain from time to time. Said gorfdbye to the Queen and Uncle
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---------- -----------------
Empress Marie to Nicky - 10 April - Gatchina
My dear sweet Nicky!

Words cannot express with what delight and great joy I received this happ« news!
I almost felt faint I was so overjoyed! But how sad not to be with vou my beloved
Nicky at this great moment in your life! Not to be able to kiss you and bless you
from the depths of my soul! May God shower you both with his blessings and grant
you every possible happiness on this earth; this Ismy"most fervent and ardent

grayer for you my Nicky. 1 was so happy, and shed tears of joy and emotion and ran
to announce this happy news to Papa first of all then to Xenia and Sandro ar ci there
were nothing but shouts of joy and real jubilation!

We had parted with such a bad and desperate feeling on the evening :>f your
departure that my heart bled as I saw you go and my thoughts and prayers never
left you. But thank God the Good Lord has arranged everything for the besi and
now you ire-happy and content and we are overcome“with joy knowing y>--v to be
so happy. Your greatest wish has been granted at last after so mam vicissitude;. Also
we are waiting with an almost febrile Impatience for the first letter with the details
of how it all happened. You cannot imagine how awful and painful it is tc be sep­
arated from you at a moment like this and how envious and furious I am t hat the
uncles and aunts were present while Papa and myself who are doses' to von were
xcluded! It’s horribly sad and hard for us. I kiss you both my dear children *ith all
y heart and pray that God will bless and always keep you in under his sacred pro-

ection. I hope dearest Alix will look upon me as a loving mother who'll receive her
ith open arms like her own dear child. Papa embraces you warmly and lovingly

and wishes you both happiness and every good thing. May God keep you!
.Your ever-loving Mama

iffudwig1' and 1 left forBertie. At 4.30 Victoria, Aunt Ella, Ir&ne,16 Alix, Uncle Se
Darmstadt. Travelled by special train for precisely ours. We changed into full
uniform and pulled into Alix's native to 6 o'clock. There was a trim rphant
welcome; Ducky and Ernie were o sts for the first time. A guard of honour, a

sand crowds of people. As soon as we reached the 
pper as we were very hungry. How strange and yr. pleas­palace, we sat down

ant to find o
a sha

ere. Sat in Alix's rooms and examined them in de-ail It ■. even
part for the night.

ia to Nicky - 10 April - Gatchina
kDari

joy, I am terribly happy and you will understand why
ama yesterday when our wedding was goirw to be,

i^and repeated it twice, I was simplv mid, it's

You cannot iifi
Imagine, when I last as

and Mama answered 'I don't kn
unbelievable, you can't treat people li
wedding, Mama replied that there was no rea
er the better, now tell me where there is any fustic?; ,1 am of course o eroyed
for you.

50

mgs. But when I asked her about your
o wait, in other words th t soon­

four-ln-hand escort, illumi

14 Alix's sister. "X,,
” Louis of Battenberg, married to Alix’s eldest sister Victoria (Toria). They lived at Elm Srovc,

Walton-on-Thames.
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KR, Diary - 10 April, Palm Sunday - Gatchina
There was a church service at Gatchina. 1 had not seen the Empress so radiant In a
long time. Nicky's betrothal has delighted all Russians, who have been waiting for
a long time for him to settle down to married life. I personally rejoice for him with
all my heart, as I know his most cherished wish has come true. But my joy is tem­
pered by some reservations: 1 imagine that he will no longer be able to serve in the
regiment as he himself would have wished, and it seems certain that he will often
be distracted from his military obligations. And so, just as there was no hope of the
betrothal taking place suddenly a telegram arrives on April 8th from Nicky and Alix
together: we are engaged. —■

Nicky, Diary - 11 April - Palais Edinburg, Coburg
Slept splendidly in Uncle Alfred's rooms downstairs to the left of the entrance. The
weather was much warmer than in Coburg, everything was in full bloom and the

istake! At
, a brothei

ere': Returned
es who were in

in pairs - I with
funny spectacle.

___ .. ---- *'1 .
To~have coffee with the Queen; now 1 j | V

pliyrrl under my-TfinttiWT-trttp tlio.dwflacinf. r ] *

rote telegrams witn Alix. At 11 o'clock went to church. Lunched at 3 o'clock with • ’“'f
the Queen. Looked at the group photographs taken before and after Ducky and V"
Ernie's wedding.

Alix and I went together to Rosenau by char-a-banc. Quite a number of people

scent wonderful. After coffee-with the-wh<^Wamilv. sat With Alix answ
gramyHer attitude towards me has changed so much durihg the last few
utterly entranced.-^* _
"Tin!, Iflornmg sne wrote three sentences in Russian without a single
11.30 we went together by char-a-banc to Rosenau, where her late par
and sister, are buried in a pavilion.1" Picked flowers and lilac eve
to town at about two and had luncheon with those of our rela
Darmstadt. Afterwards we had our picture taken, as a group a
Alix. The public broke through into the garden, which made

Georgy [brother] to Nicky - 12 April - Abas Tumati,/Crimea
My dear Nicky!

Once again I congratulate you with all my hea
not imagine how pleased I was at this happy
May God grant you happiness and all the be

When I learnt that you had gone to Coby^, J was immediately sure that the trip
would end in your engagement. And th how it turned out! In fact it turned out
very well: two engagements in the family in one year. It would be interesting to
know when the weddings will be, d whether they will take place at about the
same time.

’s, and not just 1, but everyone.

Mi£kY_Pia
Woke up to a oeau

n your engagement. You can­

- 12 April - Palais Edinburg, Coburg

IB Alix's mother, second daughter of Queen Victoria, had died In 1878 aged thirty-five, her
father, Grand Duke Ludwig IV of Hesse, died in 1892, her brother Frederick died aged two In ’ 873,
her sister Mary in 1878 aged four.
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had gathered to play lawn-tennis and drink tea. Returned with her and 'ent
straight to church. Sat with my delightful bride. With Aunt Marie's permission nave
moved from the castle into the cottage in her garden, next to the villa where Mix
is staying. 1 am in Alfred's rooms, as he left today for Potsdam. It's verv cosy ■ on-
venlent and, most Importantly, near to her. At 9 o'clock we went to dine wit- t ie
Queen also; but were allowed to miss the concert because of Holy week. We s; t tor
a very long time in our former communal sitting room.

13 April From the morning it was a wonderful day. Went with Alix to have coffee
with the Queen. It is not very convenient to keep to Lent abroad, and I had to
refuse many things. After church a crowd of us went to visit Princess Clementine
Coburg; she Is so deaf that she always carries a hearing aid. At 3 o'clock Alix anc I
drove with the same horse up the hill past the fortress, and thtm alqng-a-beaiit'fiil
roundabout road as far as Rosenau, v.-h""* nf the IJHi'11, Lire preparing co
have tea. Walked with my *J|yiiifflillll!ltJ IL.TTi- and sat with her for a long ' ime
on the bench bvg>pUfla-a delightful little comer.

Empress Marie to Nicky - 14 April - Gatchina
My sweet dearest darling Nicky,

I thank you with all my heart for your dear kind letter which I received ycsteiday
with Aunt Michen and which moved me to tears.

Thank you thank you for each affectionate word which goes straight, straight to
my heart which is so full of love for you and which has opened like a flower to
receive your dear Alix whom I already regard as my own daughter and whom I
await with such impatience. It was such a joy yesterday morning to receive your -wo
dearest lettersl

'Fell Alix that I was so touched by hers - only she must not call me Auntie M, ma
or Motherdear, this is what 1 am for her now. Poor children, what moral tortures /ou
have both been through - it was a real battle! But God helped you to prevail and to
win this great victory and now He will bless you both I am sure. May He hear ’ our
prayers and grant you every happiness in this world, and thereby our happir ess
and that of all our dear land! I am sending you a very little Easter egg

Forever your Loving Mania

Alexander III to Nicky - 14 April - Gatchina
sweet Nicky
i imagine the feeling of joy and gratitude towards the Lord with which we
your engagement! I have to admit that I did not believe the posslbilits if
jutcome and was sure your attempt would fail completely, but the I orc
iu, gave you strength and blessed you, many thanks to Him for His mercy
iu had seen the happiness and rejoicing with which everyone greeted I he
immediately started to receive a mass of telegrams, and are stiii being

s■i
millijiliL^^^ ■ ______ 1—-
rtl'lAM yjJUWt doubly happy, and everything that happened although
will surely have been useful in showing that not everything i< .-.o e. ..

ly such an enormous step, which will decide your whole future .md \ .
imlly life.
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id thankful foi

Irtunlty for

old Hen

>ve all

syMarie - 18 April - Palais Edinburg, Cobferg
ng Mama,
'express how happy your kind letter made me, al
pleased.

a loving kiss I remain evebsvour very lovii

nveet little egg and lovely little bMioch;
it of me. S

igland, so shall see th
kdoes seem too funni

ip today thaNjiave had to ha^e a fire made.

part/l feel miserable at the idea - but what can't
I’sdre envied seeing Sandurevery day, and I shall

Nicky to Empy
My dearest dO

Words orfnnotl
both ha^py and

Nat1 alsoX.n completely happy and calm. X
Aflx is delightful and has been completely transformed from her state ol

Hp»^tfokind and
le magnificent pres-

too beautiful for Biel It gave
law those beautiful stones. I thank

Ss most tenderly.'
^m most grateful
idSftMaealy ,

it isstoo great, Uran only thank God on my
id what\n angjjrthe dear boy is; how glad yeyf

fyou will wrtWto me sometimes, won't you/if
you, Give hMnSny love. I
n the rabifbut not^o the Rosenau, today I hive

Jbfcto Empress Marie - 18 April - Palais Edinburg, Coburg
DarnbcMotherdear,

Nib^^Wlsjne I may call you so, oh thank you so much^j*
good to I thank you and dear Uncle epgiM^P*ml
ent you were soirw&Jlxynd as to send me. fai
me quite a shock whenl^bwfidup thjpeflj^
you ever so much for it, and kfe*

I feel so proud to have yoiirJfS^rrwden'
it, and the sweet egg aru^Wrletter - all tSi

Only two daysttjit^md then darling Nicky an3TSiaveto~pi
miserable,JujK^rrn sure that his little Motherdear is longITrg-J
him England this summer, won’t you, because it wo/d be toi

for over a month.
^\my happiness 4

me thus. /fr
will be to have him bac^again,
Sandro is not the whole dayX|tf

We went for a drive yesterday*
o doubt we shall go there. /
I am going to spend a nigin at Dan^adt on my way t\F

young couple again - theWlook anrappy^d content, but
Ernie being married. It isZo

Now enough for tod^jr
With m;

quakes me feel
irmTriinudJJlet

'fwiPinther yiii^rit.hTlaftSSSljir-
'1th very fanciest love to dear Father, I am, Darling little Motherdear,

■ Vdhf d^|aly affcffionate and Dutiful Cfoild, Alix

My darling little Xenia
^■l send you my mosrtender thanks for the
l\as deeply touched at*your having thouM

Trre others are all in Cnbrch, and I amZitting alone, so use the oi
writing*to my Chicken. X.

Alasl On^v two days and then we
be cured mubt be endured. You are
not see my Nicky

I cannot descrll
cnees for having guii

sggjgygggg
  ...   ITm Church now,

d whilst he is kqgeling there, my thought5 Afld prayers/rewith him. With Gjadls.
Ip I will sppnlearh-falovehis Religion too, and I anyrofe hewi!n?e!^me/ptit 1!

i&uliidiiiiilflFg
hei»hnar,ti«i^)»4M* uwl
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o sleep before I have written to you, as speakaril lying in bed, but canri
, we cannot. Oh, how I miss you, if
rs all alone with you. No goodnight kiss a

Oughts will meet won't they?

be described and 1 long for the two
essing, it is hard. But our

drove in our pony-carriage. We drove up our nice road along the hiQ,dow
ere we took tea. Before that we took a walk, 1 saw our bepdt whgre

en£went along the stream, looked at tfie grbk^/round these
^and felt suddenly that I loved that place dearly!

the sun was bright, but I was so lonely 11!
y sweet little owl did not suf-

ehare

her was too fine for the oc
[ d/hope the passage was a smooth one an

rand is not too much tried by her journey. Give my love to Granny. And now
rel +dd-bye my own darling beloved Alix. God bless you one

For ever your own deeply loving arifhthankful Nicky

. Nicky to Alix - 20 April, this sad Wednesday - Palais Edinburg, Cobur
■h'My sweet darling beloved Alix!

"■Ohl it was too awful sayingjgrfSdbye like that, with a lot of pe
froiffail sides! IshallTieve^ftjfglJl1 t’fl^ WWT UHd and yet srhilin
angelic face looking ojX*of the window as the train was be

looking on
pression of your

hing to move!
compartment nearly by

t that I was of no help any
. To know that yotrhad to spend 9 hours in that s
^ourself - was cruel to me and especially the tho

’more! The coming home was more than un
room, where you had just been a few mi
'tears. But then oh! what a delightful s

a note from you, my darling litt
■ ing comforting words that you
'Certainly, my love, I shall s with Papa about that question and I beg you always
tb remember that in everything where you shall need my help, you may be sure
'that I shall be there

sant and when I came into mv
s before, I could not keep back my

ise - on my table in the bedroom there
rl. Thank you and thank you for the sooth-

te in it. Oh! really those few lines did me good'

your side and that also a deeply loving and thankful heart
whterever it is, w^y*5lways beat in time with yours my sweet one!

I was so overcome with joy and happiness, being by my darling's
ould not say or tell you the hundredth part of what I might have spo­

ken. I 1 very deeply and then I cannot get the words out; it is stupid and tire-
but so it is. I hope that this shyness or whatever it is will pass, for next time

h w t-—thfjfflirrlrfl-
ffiWWl'l JWlUyil pltm Illy 11ps to your

etsoft face! Alix, my own darling, you don't knqw^jVrjtfflttyfoave changed me
' out a fond hand and by making me rise tip to you - the emblem of

pure love and faith! No! Do not think that these are vain words, no thev come
, in mylnnermost feeling of admiration, trust and love that you have inspired me
With. I must repeat again the same words I told you my precious little girl, the day
bf our engagement, that all my life belonged to you and that I could never be
jghough thankful to you dearest, for all you have done, are doing and are going to

Ojifor me! May Gdd help and protect you on the difficult beginning of your path!
iy prayers, blessings and thoughts are constantly with my darling little thing!

Side, that

s^JO April - DarmstadtUixto
yown precious Ni

$
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e stared it and made an object of curiosity which in her present position as \our
Bride would be both unpleasant and improper.

As she has no Parents, I feel l am the only person who can really be anayerable
for hgf, All her dear Sisters after _their_ beloved Mother's death looked to me as their
Second Mother, but ttey had~stiz7their dear fatter.

Now pUbf de^r Alicky is an Orpharyand has no*one but me at all in that position.
Anything you wish, 1 hope you will tfil me direct I am so sorry not to be able to’ take
lit!I lb BHlfiorZIl, Which is the finest air in the world, but it was rather too bracing
for her 2 years ago. I hope in the autumn she might be able to do so.

Believe me with true affection, dear Nicky, yoijj^jteyotedffutoeH,~'~ir,d”~ll,T'a_
*"' Victoria RI

Alix to Nicky - 22 April - Windsor Castle

n and all. Oh dear, oh dear...
n trying to arrange the room a bit, and have b
frog. I have unpacked my music and as soon as 1

glected the piano too shamefully lately. All your
ith thfcjr beautiful big eyes. Oh, were you but here. I

ink you are still rattling along, poor dear. I
ning. You will write often, won't you, as

My own pr?cious Nicky dear,
1 have just arrived and had breakfast with Granny. How i/reminded me of

Coburg and made me miss you more than ever. But there th/delight at finding
your sweet letter for which many tender kisses and thanks
going to pi t them in my Bible and Prayerbook - they sm
comfort of raving your letter is great and 1 don't know he/' often I have read it in
these few rr inutes and covered it with kisses. How I mis our kisses and blessing.

The jourr ey went off well and the crossing was sple id, not a movement and I
do not feel very tired. Everything is so beautifully gr/en-bright of flowers. Granny
has a tiresome cough. The whole journey I kept yqdr coin in my hand and played
with it and looked at the photo - a little comfgft. Not only that 1 miss you, but
Ernie too, everything reminds me of a few we
and 1 feel quite lost without him. Granny
wrote to me even to Darmstadt. Aunt B rice is going up to london for some
function, so Granny, I and the children >^ill be left to ourselves.

Your lette ■ has made me too awfully^Kappy. I also feel shy to express my feelings.
I had such a lot I wanted to tell you d ask and speak about and 1 felt too shy. We
shall have t o conquer this weakne/s, don't you think so? Oh, I want you ever so
badly my own beloved One my

So here 1 am again. I ha b
standing up all my photos a
can, I intend playing, as I h/ve
photos are looking at me
could press 'ou to my
shall anxiously wait yqtfr telegram this
your letters will be m/greatest joy, and wh3<J shall look forward to the most in the
day. I have t sed a Ijftle of your scent, but the

Yes, sweet one, /was having to say goodbye sd^oldly at the station before every­
one. I had to t k of when you arrived. 1 shall ver forget those first days and
what a beast I /as to you, forgive me, my love. Oh, you only knew how I adore
you and the j/ars have made my affection for you gro tronger and deeper; I wish
only I were /orthier of your love and tenderness. You a\much too good for me
But I m op, otherwise this letter won’t reach the post

God t zou, my own true love. Many a tender kiss,
Ever deeply dev\ed little girl, Mix

Your bri how funny it sounds. Sweet one I cannot stop thinki of you.

s ago where we were here togethei
Is me she has written to you - she

r the flowers. I am
still excellently. The

art. And to

ell makes me sad.

time.
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I am, ever your loving and deeply devoted Alix

little books about your Religion, do tell me, so that 11
ore you ring the Priest. One book In French which belong' i
e since 1890,1 have with me. Oh, I wish you were hermfl^J
ti are so’T^IiJRJBS, yuu must UlllklfifSnci how nervous it 1

egan by asking me s:
ade me change my de< ■

s very fond of you, my Lovi
admired the beautiful natun

distance, with sunshine on it and
. Then I took tea with her and the chf-

makes me, but God wilTTelp trie? you too, my lovd, wfiH't Vou, so as thqt_| Bias'
LLlWdyy gU! U BUtTW ChrlsHAn ana serve my God as truly as hitherto and more. Hov>
LJ1H UIHfflTKmrenough for having given me such a heart,^Tmy'Boysy, to call my
owm _Kiay He bless, and protect you - now and evermor^TFTs^o^a7*sittingall
alone, io Nicky, no Ernie; t^couia cry. 1 sit and gaze at yotlr photos and wonder
what you are doing and have read your sweet letter over and over again, and kiss
you for it.

Now my own precious darling Nicky I must say goodbye. God bless you. Many ;
tender dss.

60

Same day As soon as I have finished one letter to you, I want to begirj^Tnothei
old owl 11am ar, old chatterbox, and when you are near me, I get numb like

you could mention any nice book, a translation from the Russiapfyou wou d Iht
your stupid frog to read, do tell me.

I went out driving with Grandmama this afternoon. Sh
many questions, when, how, and where, and what ha
sion aid so on, till 1 no longer knew what to say. S
you know. Then she dropped off to sleep, an
Windsor Castle through the dark trees in t
brighter blue shades - like a beautiful vlsi
dren came in and made a shocking npKe. Now I am sitting all alone, after having
stuck four of your photos in an alas/Jbt very elegant red leather frame bought here

What the post will think of
think ' had better keep to o

if I write so often to you, I cannot Imagine, so 1
letter a day, but no, sometimes 1 must write more

because when 1 sit alone jrfmy room my thoughts run madder than ever to you
so if 1 x>re you wlfh cp<ttering, forgive me, my own sweet Nicky dear.

If ycu know of a
[read more abo

>rgei a

Today 1: a big drawing room. Georgie and May are coming to luncheon tomorrow
how 1 wish you were here. We are only Ladies for supper - not lively and 1 am tired.
I must play the piano to wake me up a bit. /

Sleep /veil my angel and dream of your Tittle girly' who is pitying to God foi your
happiness. /

Nicky to Alix - 23 April - Gatchina /
My own sweet beloved darling Alix,

We anived yesterday 4.20 in the aftemopn; fancy dear Papa and Mama came to
the station and they seemed so happy, Qr course 1 told them all what you wanted
me to say and they gave in at once and said you would not have to iib.se/iwdren
[renounce] the old belief, but that UMvould be like with Ella. You don't know my
darling bow happy I felt that the/understood your reason and that they consent­
ed at once; I am only too glacbfo be the first one who may comfort you by that.
Everybocy here is really touomng, all the servants and people of the house tame

iib.se/iwdren
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■ed about the lake in our
shed home. It is so warm

is exactly like what we had

morning my own precious one! I am just aroused from my slum
ber, which had been disturbed at 3.0 in the night by an insolent bat. My man, my
dog and myself hunted the beast for nearly half an hour before we at last manage
to catch the brute In a corner. Then I went to bed again but could not by all possible
means go to sleep as J became very hot. All that comes from staying up too latyby
night and from leeping an open window, but it is so warm you cannot pass a ^fight
without any fresh air! I know you agree with me little girly-dear because y^fi also
like cold fresh air in the rooms and open windows if possible.

'Noch einmal, noch einmal, noch einmal - nachtlgall |Once more, o/ce more,
once more - nightingale!]'

Oh! that delightful sweet melody. For ever shall I love and remembjf those gold­
en days in Coburg! Of you only knew how dreadfully I miss my darli/lg little one. 1 f
I were allowed to go only on foot to see you again 1 would set out^Erectly! It seems
too cruel to be separated for such an endless time, I feel I cannot/tand it, 1 shall tr>
to get away earlier. Of course the most heavenly thing for me. wjfald be to come and
live with you a bit at Walton, but there is no place I fear at ctoria's house and ;t
would derange her greatly, Fancy we would be quite at leisu/e there. Oh! No that is
too good to think of!

Yesterday we all drove out in the park and after that r
canoes. Then there came a tremendous shower and w
that we wear alrrady our white uniforms; the weath
in Darmstadt. Eha and Sergei came for tea and stayyfl till after dinner.

Alix to Nicky - 24 April - Windsor Castle
Dorogoy mili Nicky,

I have just coine back from service, we h/d lovely singing and a fine sermon. I
prayed most earnestly for you my darling /I wish you had been there, J think you
would like the English service - the ayers are beautiful and elevating. This
moment a letter has arrived from Ann/Alix, full of your praise and so kind. She
wants me to go with them to Sandri/gham from Saturday to Monday - whether
Granny can spa'e me I don't know/as she does not care for one going on visits
whilst one is liv: ng with her. I shag ask her afterwards 1 would have much rather
WHfM and With you, It'woi/d have been less shy, as they have always such a
large party, into which I so littl

J forgot to say yesterday tha/foolish Georgic says I am to insist upon you wear­
ing high heels and that I am/to have quite low ones. May, he says, won't change
hers, but he wears much hi er ones. At first they had been uncomfortable, now
he did not mind it any m/re. I can see your face when you read this - really loo
mad! As if the h .gher ma/e any difference, and a gentleman with high heels looks
too absurd, and I am su you would never do it.

Granrrv_b_alaSJifiiy^ fl tcxkiyi Tirhwrh . ................... . putii'^eufUl am also not to
gok^scotTace'. wit ut you, it would not be proper, well honestly I much prefer

flying into my room and i^h has gPM-hmd will'll 10 Hay. Oh! how happy I am ti-
li.r'c Jilinii .uJarnrJ^niirdTST

wherever 1 look I see my sweet little girly-dear looking back at t |
me, sometimes with a sly look, which makes me think of a certain house on the I
road from Coburg to Ketchendorf on the left!!!!  1

elong.
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11 Alix's cousin Sophie, a daughter of Aunt Vicky (Empress Frederick), married to the Crown
Prince of Greece. Greece had suffered a series of devastating earthquakes.

” Second daughter of the Prince and Princess of Wales.

Mama's great wish to see you here at home. W t come together in July over
from England for XenU's wedding whij, going to be celebrated at Peterhof. We
would spend a nice fortnight to r and then you would go back to Darmstadt.

they have rhadd Big thffll! far more of God tflUll 1U1U U^jlUG Suffering alwa'
-«iil lll!<ltet to God, Hoes It not, and when we think what jSSJ^RnsHiaS
noFusHtowUttl^n^mSTour sorrows seem in comparison, and yet we
grumble and are not patient as He was.

Oh, my love, I wish I had you all to my side, how you might help me and teach
me to be a better creature. I am not half worthy enough of you. I have still so much
to learn, that is why I also say, do not let ps marry just yet, thi^separafi
4- is better not to~ hurry. And think only of the Religious~~question you cannot
^xpectme to know and understand It all immediately, and know a thinz'pnTvTaTr
jsno^ngffF<!ncrTi?ffiff?iflW^fF'13ffgP8gwffln7Tff!?1^^ra!i!^t<^p||pwfh£jier?

The ink is so watery that one makes blotches perpetually. Aunt Alix and the 2
girls are coming to luncht on - poor Victoria - God bless her and may He some day
make her very happy, sh? deserves it, the dear Child, and little Maudy [Princess
Maud]20 too. When one is so happy, one longs to see others also joyous and grieves
oge cannot .00 anything [or them - don't you tgp? —.. - 11 1 

Oh, you sweet boy, my own, own precious darling, my Nicky dear. I feel another
being since your letter has come and the dear words and little flower. God bless you,
my love. You naughty thing, how dare you say that about the sly lookjindJha,
house on fhy left!!!! Be ashamed o/yourself, 1 wish' I were there to pinch you for it.
fhpmAZAy.™ Tr... t.r . H I [WUU1MJI 1 ~ nl.„..pt*a

I remain, ever your deeply devoted liftle girly Alix

Alix to NickyX’^fi Aprl - Windsor Castle
My mill, dorogoi Nicky,

I am just back from breakfast with Grandmama- And Vicky ;
So^T^'^poorThFnglFinust'be too terrible in Greece, these inc
said what had made such a curious impression when on G
cession on the streets wli h the carpet and the candl

ibcks. She
rlday night the pro­

sang out: Lord have mercy
on us! No really it must de too fearful for wo d living in the constant dread of
being shattered to atoms. It is as thfij were being punished for some great sin

one cannot understand i God knows best why he is inflicting them with
ve seem to think it cruel. What sorrows this life does bring,

and how difficult to bear them patiently, and then again we are
enough for the joys this life brings us.
sure the j^five vearsnaveTeengood for both of us, I only know

63
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Alix to Nicky - 25 May - Harrogate
Good morning my own precious Boysy - mygirthflSy! 22! Oh, how I wish you were
here, beloved Darling! And your glori^vw'tffacelet, you naughty monkey, how could
you dare to give me such a magflfScent thing -1 feel quite shy and your ■elegram.
"ou do spoil one. I_jjj*Kfflee to my water, and Goodbye. i n m iiiyiii^

gfiilllUf More tonigh-

ng Alicky's birthday which I am sure must
bu many happy returns. Thank you for your

y birthday. It was the only very warm day since
s been quite unusually cold to last so long. And we

t it is much warmer ...
Alicky are upon the whole satisfactory, but she requires

Nicky, Diary - 25 May - Krasnoe Selo
Dear Alix's birthday. How much I thou
embrace Keumdspend this dav kWDtHl

nnffpr m nave done What me IF doinff-nnw- — ■
IP Her dear Father's death, her anxiety about her brother, and the struggle about her]

ZvV* / HI fLture have a"tried her very rttuch. You will 1 hope, therefore not hum.’ on the]
( Il marriage as she ought for your as well as her sake to be strong and well before that. I

I _y,v,.w i..n riii-aa ~ ........ i^n —<■ Tx.j Tho 111 Ji D2J

and then Alicky would come to us and stfll rest a good deal.
Pray offer my affectionate respects td your Parents and believe me always your

most affectionate (future) Grandmarffa.

Queen Victoria to Nicky - 25 May - Balmor
Dear Nicky,

I write to you on this dear day, our d
be very dear to you and I also wis
very kind letter of the 20 May, f
we came here. The weather
had a great deal of rain.

The accounts of
g-eat quiet and remand I send you the copy of a letter from the Doctor at Harrogate
w ho is [a] ve
has to He

ever, nice man. She keeps a strict regime of life as well as diet. She
a great deal. This ought to have been done long age but the fami-

n whom [the family] unfortunately have great faith is a stupid man, who
n^v^Twill do anything and says yes to all they ask. Last autumn and winter she
-ought m have done wb^± u.n it doitw

1} doct

29 May Wonderful weather all day. Went at 11 clock to the small chuich and
lunched with Cherevin, Jukovsky and Benckenj^rff, Learned of the birth o Kostia
[K l]'s sixth child - Igor. Went to congratul im. On returning home, spent the
whole evening writing to my dear brid

W1U1 HU!
s veryftouched! There were no

works or drill today - 1 gave the day off to everyone asjlell as a glass of vodka.

astle

Alix to Nicky - 26 May - Harrogate
Loze-love - what is greater! Kissy kissy. Ta ta!
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time to pray for
not help praying

e, is it not? 1 see you

11 On 31 May 1884, ten years before, Nicky recorded 'Al
window of the Italian house (we love each other),' /

Alix to Queen Victoria - 28 May - Harrogate
My darling Grandmama,

1 sene you my very fondest thanks for Your dear letter and kind wishes, which
touched me deeply, Please accept also my best thanks for the nice photo: of You and
Uncle Bertie, and for the delightful teabasket with which I am quite enchanted. The
sun shone on purpose so that we could go for a long drive and use it. It is a most
useful pesent, and I have long wished for such a thing. Victoria being here for my
birthday, was a great pleasure, as it would have been too sad to have spent my
Birthday without one relation. I have never been away like this without one before.

You must kindly excuse my writing so seldom, dear Grandmama, but the baths
make one tired and I have to rest a great deal. As yet the pains are no better, but 1
hope in time that the good effect of the baths will show Itself. It is pouring again

(today, which is distressing.
1 whl ^.VVJHpil hyid dearTllcky Tvould then join me there. Hislather is lend­

ing him ETs yacht, so he can go the whole way by seq~ syfajch is certainly {he more
agreeablewayTof travelling. Yes, darling Grandmama, the newTosfflfliH’amsure
will be hill of trials and difficulties, but with God's help and that of a loving hus-<
band it will be easier than we now picture it to ourselves. The distance is great bud
yet in three days one can get to England. I am sure his parents will often allow usl
to come over to You. Why I could not bear the idea of not seeing You again, after!
the kind ^ngel You have been to me, ever since dear Mama died, and I cling to You!
more than ever, now that I am quite an Orphan. God bless You for all Your klnq-
ness to me, beloved Grandmama dear. I have no words to thank you enough for all
Please do not think that my marrying will make a difference in my love to You 4
certainly it will not, and when I am far away, I shall long to think that there Is One!
the deare.it and kindest Woman alive, who loves me a little bit. t

Goodbye dearest Grandmama, !
-------- Ever Your very loving, affectionate and dutiful Child, Alix
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Nicky to Queen Victoria - 2 June -
Dearest Grandmama,

Your third kind letter gave me such grea

erhof

leasure which I thank you for most
rd Papa's new yacht the Polar Starheartily. I leave tomorrow in the afternoon on

that he kindly lent me for coming to England.
You don't know, dearest Grandmama, how happy I to come and spend some

AIDLto Nicky - 28 May - Harrogate
Dear^cjcy,

years ago we arrived at Peterhof, and I for the first time s and kissed
bub [rascal]. How dear and always kind you were tc/me then - our

windowpanes, fter we left Russia that year 84,1 used for so
you and then after of course too, as soon as I like anyone I
for them. To think thaK^know you already 10 years, a long t
still at the Wedding servids^holding the crown over Sergei -/row much has changed
and happened since then, ItNqakes one quite melanchol

my sweet L

r names on the tear

deare.it
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b icky

st I V ring
our plat.> tor

could not cor' e to
•die

t his
com

stronger and deeper than it was before! '-low,
fwitb fondest thanks for your kind letter and lop-

again believe me your most loving and devoted <fu ute)

me-
and

nlucky enough to be engaged to1 I cannot stop
nd over oh! you are the sweetest kindest mgeli lit-

rld! And that I should possess such a treasure ami be
- nol that is too heavenly for words. In all my life 1 have never

happiness was possible - as this now. I feel complete!} changed,
eems useful, there is an object in living for others and for oneself too Oh!

eet one - al! that I learnt through you!
nut of the wind1'" .......mill'll UUMIy and''inlllllll I lie li'in li iwiymqn,'

t.me with you and my beloved little bride. Wh
t me - with my stay in London last year_ eorgie's wedding. This separation
Alix has made my love for her std
dearest Grandmama, I mus
ing to see you very s
grandson.

Nicky to_AH^_- 2 June^ Peterhof iw
"TTTown darling’ Alix,

I enclose a small photo of 'the monstrous cow' [Nicky himself] - :h
with me! I wrote to Granny today explaining to her in detail a
Walton. I hope it shall make her understand the reason
Balmoral - but now that becomes quite impossible
same date for Windsor. So far it is all right - g

Sweety, you don’t know how sly I can

intends leaving abou

coaxed Granny in the most sh;
e are in Windsor, then you can judgeful way possible - try and read it, wh

see what a creature you have bee
reading your sweet letter ov
tie girly in the whole
a lowed to love
dreamt that
one's li

meat itf
so far off. But though Iseemed as if the t me your ten

wjjersons can only love' Qu,:;
qui aime et ne parle pas\ [WhatTT love9 That

apsaLi ^ai i^^^erfectlytrugjfyjjjg^^ijgiijmm^^ love you
oo deeply and too strongl^orm^^Rowit; it is such a sacred feeling. 1 ci.in't

want to let it out in words, that seem meek and poor and vain! But nov . wll tty
and break that habit of hiding my feelings, because I think it wrong anc selfis r in
some occasions. You also do not know, my precious one, how long rr y whole lieart
belonged to you and what sufferings it has gone through these dreary years' Da: ing
primrosy-mine, I love you my darling!!!!!

cold as a stone, I love you
I'amour veritable

■S?4

ifferent impression c>i mi

e wind brought in gushes to me - and I thought of

3 June My pet, to think that I am coming to you and
clasp you, my beloved little girly, to m

s ion
what bliss, what joy. what nap-

es two days more than going by rail vou will
erence it is to me to be able to sail in Papa’s lovely yacht L av-

piness! 'though the sea

ing

Nicky, Diary - 3 June - Polar Star
The morning was foul, with heavy showers
quiet over the departure - but I hate d ing decisions to leave, anc wa> glad lot

understand w

squalls! I was in a state of some iis-
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12 June Got up at 8.30 to wonderful weather. Had coffee In my room, and at 10
o'clock went with Granny and Alix to have breakfast at Frogmore. At 11 o'clock
there was a service in the mausoleum, which I very much enjoyed! Returned to the
castle and I sat with Alix until luncheon. I was at last able to see Aunt Alix, Uncle
Bertie, Victoria and Maud, who came just for a few hours. We went together on foot
to Frogmore, where we all had tea. Sat with my bride in the little pavilion by the
pond. Returned by char-S-banc, and then sat with my Alix playing the piano until
dinner. Dinner was, as yesterday, in stockings. Spent another, happy, peaceful
evening 

rribly in the carriage. Sat with Alix until luncheon and played the piano At
'clock the six of us went down the Thames by electric hoat, passing through tw<.
cks. The trip was wonderful, the banks remarkably beautiful, we met a mass o

other boaters, mostly ladies, I loved all the buildings along the river bank. We hac
tea, wh ich we had brought with us, in a rowing boat.

11 June - Windsor Castle Unfortunatelywajjave had to pack otn<things and
leave behind the carefree life of Elm Grove. Victoria, Alix, Ludwig and 1 set out fot
Windsor in the Queen's tandem carriage, and arrived an hour later. We awaited
Granny s arrival at Frogmore [near Windsor Castle], where we all had tea together.
Returned to the castle on foot. I am staying in rooms upstairs, not far from mv dar
ling bride, and which give onto the gallery where we gather before and after din­
ner. We dined at 9, there were 14 of us, we wore stockings; my shoes nibbed mv feet
terribly! Spent a divine evening with dear Alix!

. Un 14 tune — Windsor CastleNicky to Empress Marie - 14 Jun   ————"
barflflglvlainarr*^Z77^^t vritft a ted collar and cuffs, and | HI

’------------" ’ ** thlrdda^

nav

10 /um-y Another wonderful, peaceful day like yesterday; iiUruth, whatjjlisslu^
existent

13 June Yesterday at 10 o'clock in the evening a son was bo
there was general happiness and rejoicing.26 Re
the size of the rhododendron b
the Windsor tailco

Granny, I was struck by
nner at 9.30. For the first time I wore

ed collar and cuffs.

lA^H.brinliHlninn itiaa narflrn wiith Tnjr rimi njoii iumim! jjagjgWgE3
.. Je*: she worked^ while 1 reatT CStPSTto ner. Ludwig went tc

ftmdSZ'fml few hours for his work. When he returned, thejour oXuswenrtothe
landing *st5|5«>where we got into ajiomfortabl andsaiied uo.the Thames. I
pmaver'rov.Tiii^^d1 IHUUllRl 5T~one~p.lac~e, got oTT _ rass and bre a.

I89«

who has a wonderful new ^basket' given to her by
cannot say how much iS^oyed this outing!

and May,
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We are sitting together in her room and we love each other very much! Not less
than you old birds. For dinner I am going to put on a red Circassian coat, which
will absolutely drive Granny wild - she has already asked me several times when I
am going to wear a cossack uniform, and so for dinner I shall appear in it.
Afterwards there will be reveille with a ceremony, which the locals call a 'tattoo'!

N.
[in Alix's hand] 1 found this so I thought I must send it you - does not it remind you

of that evening we sat together, you in white, looking more sweet than words can express
that I longed to cover your face the whole time with kisses; that tiny little room, it was
gemiltlich [cosy] no, how I want to see you in that uniform again in the red dress over it.
sweet rnanykir.s very many kisses, all alone. A big kiss A.

Nicky, Diary - 30 June - Windsor Castle
Woke at 9 o'clock, having slept splendidly. Alix called me through the window
from the garden to go to breakfast with Granny. The weather wasn't bad, there were
clouds but the sun appeared from time to time. Changed into full Hussar uniform,
and at 10.45 we all followed the Queen's carriage on horseback to the parade
ground. There were 10,000 men gathered in all. After the 'royal salute' the parade
began, first the horse artillery, the cavalry, the foot artillery and then the infantry.
I was full of admiration for the horses, the harnesses and the fittings of the cavalry
companies! Hie Scots foot regiment are also handsome in their kilts. The parade fin­
ished with a general attack on the flank and a hymn. We rode to the station. At 5.30
we went to have tea at Frogmore, and from there I went for a char-^-banc drive with
my Alix. The evening was clear and warm. At 8 o’clock went in uniform to the
Horse Guards for dinner in the officers' mess. It was very simple and friendly'
Stayed talking until 11.30. On returning home went to dear Alix, with whom I
spent a peaceful heavenly hour!

" He was named E^ap^^ertChristlan George Andrew Patrick David, and was known in his
mlly as David, de succeeded hislatReTmUBj miWSRfWntriyJb. — 4 ‘

July At 5 o'clock the infant son of Georgie and May was christened at White
Ddge in tile presence of the whole family. Granny gaveTiim seven names. '4I was

•SfWOflg the gochatlWf!!. HHTWU 0! immersing him, the Archbishop wet Ills fingers
and touched the baby's head.” Then we had tea in a marquee in the garden. Four
generations h id their photograph taken together. There was no rain on the way
back. An officer was almost killed because his horse stumbled. Arrived in Windsor
at 7.45. Lausbubl* [rascal] Dined later. Sat for a long time with! Shpltsbub* [scamp]

3 July After oreakfast we went to church. The Bishop of Ripon gave an excellent
sermon. Dinner was at 9.15 with only the court officials. The little Lord in Waiting,
Lord Playfair mistook me for the Windsor priest and summoned me to the Queen,
which made all those present laugh loud and long. Sat with dear Alix.

5 July
Visited
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beautiful Empire bed, wash stand, table and mirror, which I was very pleased with’
Spent an hour and a half at Marlborough House; said goodbye to Uncle Bertie, Aunt
Alix, Victoria and Maud. Unfortunately they will not be coming to us in Petersburg
for Sandro and Xenia’s wedding! Returned to Windsor for luncheon.

0 July Alix and I went by char-A-banc to the shore, and sat on the sand looking'
at the waves. Our officers came to dinner, I presented them to Granny. Spent a last
evening with my bride, [in Alix's hand] Ever true and ever laying. faithful pure a/id
strong as death.

ih Iwd fills day confessed to her his affair with M. Kshessinskaya.
■ ft/Allt's hand. ""

KR, Diary - 10 July - Krasnoe Selo
Nicky Is painting a fan for Xenia for her wedding. He is doing it from a French hook
with picture/. The picture shows a frightened hen which has laid several afgs out
of which at4 hatching a whole army of paper cockerels, Nicky draws ver/well and
has a lot cn fasts. ~ "" /

Two jewellers had laid out their wares in my room and I took a trinket from each.
We had tea at Frogmore and then went for a long drive, we were even cold On the
way back we stopped at the chapel where Eddy is buried, and on whose tomb
Granny told Alix to lay a wreath. Spent a wonderful evening with my darling bride.
I am dm oflo™ for U

8 July - Osborne, Isle of Wight Granny's life here is the same, transposed from
Windsor - but not for us, as the sea is near, [in Alix's hand] My own Boysy Boysy dear,
never changing, always true. Have confidence and faith in your girly dear who loves more
deeply and devotedly than she can ever say. Words are too poor to express my love and
admiration and respect -what if past, is past, and will never return and wg can look back ,
on it with calm - we are all tempted in this world and when we are young we cannot always 1
fight amTlold our own against the temptation, but as long as we repent and come back to /
tne good and on to the straight path, God forgives us. If we confers out slhs, He is faithful I
and just to forgive us our Sin.'. God pardons those who confess their faults. Forgive my writ- V
ing so much but I want you to be quite sure of my love for you and that 1 love you even more
si told me that little story’6 your confidence in me touched me, oh, so deeply, and I ’
pray to God that f may always s^pw nijjf elf worthy of it. God bless beloved Nicky!*,1

/•***
frjuly Polar Star A sad day - parting - after more than a month of blissful exist-a*^
enceTTfri s rain in the morning, which then turned into mist. 1 became sad- 7)
der and sadder a e hour of our separation approached! I did not leave my sweet ,$

oment. Sweet Nicky love* After tea I drove with her and g
ijection of the town of Ryde. We had dinner a little

were playing. I said goodbye to the ladies
iform of the Guard Corps and

stage with Aiix. After

dear bride for a sing
Granny for a last time in t
before 9 o'clock; the Portsmouth niSti
and gent .emen and to Munshi; I changed int
after saying goodbye to dear Granny, I went to the la
parting from my darling bride, I boarded the cutter. One
received i long letter from Alix. Was exhausted from sadness and

the Polar Star
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ow you do spoil me - there you have gone and given me that
with pearl drops, a thing I have always longed for, but still much

me. I felt quite shy wearing it tonight.

that at
orninu tomorr

g kiss m each you. I press it here.

em

Alix to Nicky - 10-11 July - Osborne, Isle of Wight
My own precious darling Nicky dear,

As J left you a few lines in your room at Coburg, so that you should fin
when I was gone, so I am going to write again and give this to your ser t to give
you when you have parted. It makes me too miserable to think ab
morning, gocdbye! Oh, sweety love, what shall I do wit t you, I am so
accustomed now to have you always near me, that I shall f quite lost.

ything. Only this still. ISundays, Granny is punctual and I am not washed or
love you, many more than words can express, a
stronger and deeper - sweety, what will be the en

Oh sweety, tow could you go and give me tjjrft lovely ring today, really, too bad
of you - I shall doubly value and love it, ha g received from you in your own lit­
tle cabin on board. To think that my darling will be soon there, sailing far away
from his little girly. Could I but slip ijjrfb your pocket instead of the thermometer,
what unspeakable joy, to be ever n you, and watch for every little wish to try and
fulfil it - but someday 1 may dojf- and then no more parting - always with you.

is evening when we sat out on the beach, al. so
hday evening. It is a comfort possessing so many sweet

round me and look so sweet, even that naughty artilierv

How lovely the sea looke
peaceful and c uict, a real
photos of you - they
officer!

Oh, bad Boy
glorious broq
too good

Julj^KTth. 1 don't know how to keep up and yet I must do so - it hurts, having to
imconcei ned and smiling, when one's heart feels rent in twain. I think that

e big s^A, At^AmTng
Io

tips pjpe ypU yvill be far away from me!
forwards and your little bride left behind, ye  after you. With what passion I I
Igye you, like a fire burning, and consuming me, and to feef this love returned. I
what bliss cot il

t he

81

it tomorrow

daily my affection grows

W fieri yOuf ma
bring you thi

Nicky T^hAlix - 11 July - Polar Star
My own b&qved precious little darling,

This partingX^as too awful for words; if it went on more often I would not live
long! My sweet o have just read your dearest long letter through, which the old

on board! I followed you with my eyes as long as I couldman gave me on arri
from the launch until su
1 sobbed in the boat like I di

a lump came up my throat that I had to turn away and
his afternoon. Luckily it was dark and the men were

busy rowing. Thank, oh! than pu once more my own beloved Alixy-dear for all
your kindness and love, you also 't know how I love and respect you, my sweet
darling, my little spitzbub. I suffered for you, poor sweety, when you had those

legs and still were so gb^d and patient to let me remain with you.
Evenings with my girl ear, were too divine for words.

Darling, darling my one and all, believe me,
stronger than you can think; he only cannot exp

Goodbye! my sweet angel, my beloved little Alix!

ur old boysy loves you deeper and
s himself!

bless you forM yppr kind-

<04
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iat a moment of emotions It always is! Sweety dear, that day for

11 they are grown up and married. I don't know

;ry devoted and ever true bridy, Alix

telling anything, and that helped her at
|es one good to see how they love each

Nicky to 2 Jix - 22 July - Peterhof —
You have got me entirely and for ever, soul and spirit, body and heart, everything
is yours, yours; I would like to scream it out loud for the world to hear it. It is me
who am proud to belong to such a sweet angel as you are and to venture to claim
for your love to be returned - is more than being greedy and selfish.

Ever your deeply loving and faithful Boysy, Pelly Nicky

ible and that dear expression and little movement of head and the deep
\n madly adore, oh! for the moment to press my lips on them and to

of love and utter contentment into my Nicky's ears.
Jed have been a moving scene when Xenia and Sandro went to the

Alix to Xenia - 23 July - Wolfsgarten \
My darling Xenia, \

These lines are to bring you and Sandro my verY fondest good wishes and
blessings for the future. \

My thoughts and prayers will be with you on your Weeding day. I fear this letter
will seem cold and stiff, but I cannot put down on paper a\ I feel, and the wishes I
would like to express. \

You know nobody can rejoice more in the Chicken's happiness than the old Hen,
who lovss you dearly? Think of the second couple, who is praying for your happi­
ness. I an sure, you will be glad to have dear Aunt Alix and the Vousins with vou
on the great day -1 deeply envy them, as you can well imagine. \

But 1 won't bother you with a long letter, as you will have other thD»gs to do than
to read letters. \

Nicky - 23 July - Wolfsgarten
et ,ovy dear
the third time today that I sit down to write to you. I never can forget

[Alders\ot] and what an angel you looked - I could have gazed for ever, you were
too
big eyes, 1 V>
whisper wore

It must in<
Lord's Supper together. I think the Idea a lovely one, their going together before
their maniage.
me, it will be quite \private, won't it, like it was for Ella, otherwise it would be fear­
ful - a religious act lifte that must be quiet, otherwise one cannot think of what one
is doing cr saying. \

Ernie played then lawmiennis and Ducky sat and read to me whilst I lay on the sofa
and worked; but the reading did not progress much, as we began talking. She is such a
dear thin;; - in her open way^he speaks about everything [which] touches me deeply.

I being so much older, she can speak to me about things I know and younger girls
would not, I think that does hekgood. 1 cannot say how old I sometimes feel - as a
child I kr ew things, others don’i
how it ca ne! Then being alone so i^uch with dear Papa and going with them every­
where an J to the Theatre always mao’s me get old early -1 have gone through much
in different respects - and so I don't mrad speaking about things to her. She too has
married Ernie to whom I should not mind 1
first, when she was so shy with him. It
other, but It makes me greedily long for yoi

Ever your own deeply loving,

My

86
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Hx-iR Tflcky - 27 tuly -

'.R

she writes so nicely to Nicky

R!TOTErne"7iere; still lifeTinthe country is so different from ttretownTiTe'^
we can be out all day in the woods without meeting anyone - can be quite to our­
selves in God's beautiful nature. We two alone under the magnificent trees, loving
each other with all our hearts and feeling so utterly content!

2-M1
Alix 1 think makes such progress with her Russ?!
making very few faults and the 'tournure des phras^kfturning of phrases] is quite
correct he told me she was rather shy about speaking.

FAX NO. :5084872136

Queen Victoria to Nicky - 1 August - Osborne, Isle of Wight
Deamst Nicky,

1 sentayo a a few lines for Xenia. I hope the poor coachman is recovering?
The fiaal.Reparation from her after her departure wilt I fear, have been very

painful forrour Mama and I am glad Aunt Alix was able to be there. 1 suppose she
won’t stay inach longer now.

Darling Alixe^s, I am glad to hear, careful and doesn't ride or play at lawn
tennis.

Will you kindly semUne some photographs of Peterhof and of your sisters and
brother Mishg? 

sends yotMQARy kiSks
Ever, deaiest Nicky, yohrdw^d (future) Grapdrfiama.

Qh^lovy^hadJ but_got you with me, I want you too badly - a mad longing takes
Upld of me, and j don't'knaychow to keep quiet'.,!_am_buming foTaTisTarid tojegi

"clasjxtcHIgliHy ln_^our_armsj_safe_an^rotecte^^^Fmost loving of all

b|
T * It I- ^tbl-n

the pain frcm the separation with Xenia. She felt it dee
tried to hide her sadness, so as not to make Xeni

The wedc[ing went off very well, they bq ed most happy. It was a pleasure
forme seeiiigthemL~standingtogethej>efore the "altar - so bright and clear was their
expression. They, were both A^frly thahktul for your t^jg^and-lga set, that"!

Tgought over with [The service for the marriage did not last long, but we
ce for the rest of the day.remained-tr: th

29 Ju
y own beloved darling
I am selfish and greedy and want the best things fpr mvs-?lf - shocking,. bj_ii_flpt?

I ^orrnHo^otHjaTnSiSnc of that. Me want you, and only for me.
llfy»

last days, thougii she

tert
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Nicky, Diary - 5 September - Spala
Received a letter from dear Alix - I’m burning now with impatience to see her again

6 Sep^fnjjer
the Crimeanil
my dear bride.

Alix to Nicky - 2 September - Wolfcgarten
... Some things came from Mme Flotov for me to try on; I felt so funny putting on
such smart undergarments and nightgowns, don’t be shocked my mentioning
them. - Seeing things which are being got for thte trousseau is the only thing really
Wreifltnd me of the Wedding, as everything else remains exactly the same as
always. Gretchen would be shocked if she knew my mentioning such clothings to
you. Jm,ippose I ought to be shyer and primmer with you, like with others, but
somenowlcan’T 

Nicky, Diary - 2 Se
It has t een ded

r - Bielovejle
to go to the Cr

ed and the rooms are empty;ahead’ my dear Alix'

k Alix to Nicky - 11 September
| You old monkey, how dare you say you will kiss me without my permission as
I much as y ou like! I never heard of such impudence before! You better not try It, oth-
|| erwise my revenge will be most terrible. Oh, dear one, I long for YPu more and
’ rpore, especially now that-vpu could not come as soon as intended. What joy’ when

we then at last do meet and I can clasp you in my arms and gaze iff to your precious
face and beautiful tender eyes, and kiss you gently, always more and more, till there
is no escaping for you any more, When once I have got you, you will not be free
again so soon. I shall smother you with kisses!

^icky to Queen Victoria - 11 September - Spala
MyH^rest Grandmama,

Your ah kind letter, that Alicky sent me over from Darmstadt, gave me such
I thank you heartily for it.

ived your telegram, in which you ask me about a fall Georgle
but nothing of the sort has happened. I cannot make out,

great pleasur
This Instant I f

^nd I had :rom a hor
where the papers do pick
was a very good one, the wea

such extraordinary news from? Our stay at Bielovejle
r unluckily was cold and rajpy, but-sinca wo are

[here^jue-etfftJV UHl'b HlUft! U 1'gai' iiui'tftu! 1Vi!"llJUihost splendid sport
ere, shooting blsons,_elks and wild o&tn^in quantfHes7TOe*W88tBTf?*ffBgni^
t and the trees grow up to a huge heightiSiqme pfa«-s In tint fmcii irffffndpd

rne so h-of the Jndiiin junglci, Uiupt that wK&ve no creeping plants! This
place Is very dry and tho’ there are many woods about/SHJHt is a more open conn
try rather sandy. The shooting here is also glorious, but wNs^ye only stags and
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Nicky to Alix - 9 October - Livadia - Telegram
To Princess Alice of Hesse

Tomorrow God grant it we shall meet half-way from Simferopol to Yalta wheri wf
SHALL HAVE LUNCHEON TOGETHER I AM COMING WITH SERGEI HOPE YOU ARE NOT TIRED FONDESI

LOVE TENbEREST KISSES - NlCKY

5 October [in Alix's hand] Sweet Child, pray to God, he will comfort you don't fee!
ill help you in your trouble, Your Sunny is praying for you and the beloved

atient. Darling Boysy, me loves you, oh so very tenderly and deep. Be firm and make the
rs Leyden or the other Zfakharin] come alone to you every day and tell you how they find

him, and exactly, what they wish him to do, so that you are always the first to know You
can help persuading him then too, to do what is right. And if the Dr has any wishes or
needs anything, make him come direct to you. Don't let others be put first and you left out.
You are Father dear's son and must be told all and be asked about everything. Show your
own mind and don't let others forget who you are. Forgive me low

Jttrtfofier A terrible"sad day! Dear Papa did not sleep at all, arid felt so unwell in
|TuTmorn!n^that we were all woken up and called upstairs. What a trial1 Then Pap
became a little calmer and dozed fitfully throughout the day,

I did not dare absent myself from the house for any length of time. What a sup­
port to have dear Alix; she sat with me the whole day, while 1 read reports from var­
ious ministers. At about 11 o'clock there was a consultation with the doctors in
Uncle Vladimir’s room - It was awful! We lunched downstairs so as to make less
noise. Walked a little with Alix around the house. In the evening Papa appeared a
little better - but terribly weak! Our only reliance and hope is in the Merc/ of the
Lord: let His will be done!

Nicky, Diary - 10 October - Livadia
^f95JH“se^uMv!3iTffl!W?T55H8r®ushta, where we arrived at one o'clock m
the afternoon. Ten minutes later my beloved Alix arrived from Simferopol with Elia
After luncheon I got into the carriage with Alix and we drove together to Livadia.

My God! What a joy to meet her here at home and to have her near to me - hall
my cares and worries have been lifted from my shoulders. I was overcome with
emotion when we went in to the dear Parents. Papa was weaker today, and Alix’s
arrival, together with his talk wit] 

you, darling treasure, my very own One.
j^ushkfi. when VPH 'teel law and sad, cohre to Sunny and she will try to comfort y

Jike her namesake warrji_you with her rays, God helping. ■■■—
Only yours, quite your very own little spltzbub. Pussy mine!

the morning Papa took communion with
feak from the emotion, besides which

wonderful and warm. It
Alexei [uncle
After
cough. jSat. as a

. He felt
y Slept at night. The day was

y dark when we returned home. Sergei went with
ain to Vienna; the poor thing has developed consumption!

er, spent the evening with Papa - he is being tormented by a throat
~TTTy SWUVl, UEUl', tljfl'illg Alik! [in Alix’s hand]

mg, Tyou can fully trust me, look upon me as a UH l)f yilUKSlf. let
‘sorrdWS rfiihe, s~that we may he ever drawn nearer together. My sweft 0

1894
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drok me'
nd cried

cky, D.qnA-- 2Q October Iivadia
My God, my God, what a dayl The Lord has called unto Him our adored, dear!
beloved PaB4." ■ 

19 October In the morning dear Papa slept for four hours in a row and sat up in
a chair during the afternoon. Our disquiet returned towards evening, when Papa
returned to his room and lay down in bed: he again felt terribly weak! Everyone was
wandering around in the garden - Alix and I had been down to the sea and I was
afraid for her legs, lest she got tired climbing back up: there was no carriage After
tea and in the evening read reports. Sat with my beloved Alixl

1 iviy head is going round, 1 cannot believe it - it seems inconceivable, a terrible
reality. We spent the whole morning upstairs with him! His breathing was laboured,
he had to be given oxygen the whole time. At about 3.30 he took communion; then
he started to have light convulsions - and the end came quickly! Father Ioann stood
by him for over an hour, holding his head.

the evening, at 9.30 we held Prayers for the Dead - in the same bedroom! ! felt
If I were dead aly, The pains in Alix's legs have returned! In the evening I went
confession. ...—

iuro, Memoirs^(20 October
Nicky anti 1 stoodorrtfie veranda of the beautiful palace in Livadia armed with tags
of oxygen and watchinfcthe end of the Colossus. He died as he lived, a bitter en-miv
of resounding phrases, \confirmed hater of melodrama. Just muttered a snort
prayer and kl^eri hh wtfe 

Everyone in the|:rowd ol
around His now Ijtlless boc
which ktpt it frCTn\fallingd\wn T
Nicky^FoI thejgst ai
by the an
together.

Diar^^T"October - Livadia

In the midst of our deep sorrow, the Lord has sent us a quiet and radiant jov: u 1 0
o'clock in the presence of the family my dear darling Alix was anointed with rhe holy
oils and after the service we took communion together, with dear Mama and Ella.
Alix repeated her responses and prayers wonderfully well and distinctly1

After luncheon we held Prayers for the Dead and again at 9 o'clock in the

he was the Emperor now, and the
nefght of this terrifying fact crushed-btm 

'Sandro, what am i going to do,' he exclaimed pathetically, 'What is going to hap-
>en to me, to.you, to Xenia, to Alix, to mother, to al' “ ‘ fl dot

irefrjpij^~Nobo<j/ urilyerstooj^it cVare^hai
yVife 1 siw tearein hisSjlu^cyes. 14

into his roorrn/Ve embracecrand cried

be a Tsar. I never wanted to become ~ I nothing of the busines- of
[fng. 1 have no idea of even how to talk to the ministers.' ———

la/ tin*
10 led mXd/wrfStai

d

jr^tives, physicians, court -ai id L'!i gatht/ld
reaped lha\olifjj»rrtfyi|plTT5st thgfotily sun/oit
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vening. The expression on Papa's face was wonderful, smiling as if he were about
to laugh! Spent the whole day answering telegrams with Alix, and attending to the
papers brought by the last courier. Even the weather has changed: it was cold with
a gale blow ng at seal

The day was grey - as it was in our hearts! In the morning I walked a
Tit*11? with *hfin did mme reading and writing"! still cannot bring mysAlt
to go into the comer room where dear Papa's body is lying - he is so changed since
being embalmed, I cannot bear to dispel the wonderful Impression of the first day!

They wrote to each other in English.

The heavy and responsible task for which Providence had de
upon you vrith th/ suddenness of a surprise, thro
untimely death oj^our dear lamented father.
and warmest s
can well understand the feelin
ing the ebbit
was so very
late Tsar

ng, ftlay Heaven comfort you in yodl ^llUl1 ffltfgiic you or your
eavy duties, and may a long and peaceful reign give you the opportunity of look­

ing after the welfare of your subjects. The sympathy and real grief at the so untime­
ly end of your lamented father in my country will have shown you how strong the
jtnonarchlcal instinct is and how Germany feels for you and your subjects. As tor me
you will always find me the same in undiminished friendship and love to vou.

here to arrange
sidered it would be best to hold it

agbod deal of me
my wedding; Mam
quietly
this,

ent about the

er the same roof; but all the uncles are against
married in Petersburg after the funeral. To me this seems

g! In the afternoon we went down to the sea - the swell was enormous

e dear Pana

27 October Luckily the weather was good and the sea c
house, which stood sad and abandoned, and went
just ending. The coffin was carried out an
turns with the gunners and oarsmen

t 8.30 we left ou
e church. The service was

rusted to the cossacks, who took
His Majesty's cutter to carry it to the pie.-

ed the coffin on foot. After the service we board-
ed the Memory ofMer ere the coffin was laid out on the quarter-deck under

stood around it, A wonderful, beautiful but tragic sight. As we
ebastopol It got rough.

canopy, A full
approac

you has come
e so unexpected and

Ines are to express my fullest
and your poor distressed mother. 1

ch must have agitated your heart in witness-
athy with you and

way oft S of your father, as his illness and sudden passing awav
own dear Papa's, with whose character and kind geniality the

many likenesses, My prayers to God for you and your happiness are

22 October Last night we had to carry dear Papa's body downstairs
Rlll'ffljJSOITTllUllllllg”epiin tn den
Gqd^gg^tonais^omgleteb^^jg

l«94

ers were held in the htWTiJlllllLll. ill
is heather snrr^y In a truly heroi

at Yalta. Mama and all of us f

Kaiser Wilhelm ILto Nicky*1- 27 October - Neues Palais, Potsdam
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Nicky, Diary - 2 November - St Petersbujy

j.tt,

e he ascended the throne. This was at
tnorning, where we met the tunera. train

The Empress came by the same train with
fo, the Waleses and Olia.41 Sergei arrived a short

isha.
y] gave me a deep expressive look with ills lovely,

es, and kissed me. The funeral procession moved off We
along the Nevsky and Admiralty Prospects, past the Synod

the English embankment, over the Nikolaevsky Bridge, along
of Vassilievsky Island over Mitninski Bridge and through

Prayers were said by the Metropolitan in front of Kazan Cathedral
tor went in to kiss the icon. The day was warm, sombre and cioudv.

fortress, when they opened the coffin I saw the face of the late impeior
th; the familiar features were little changed; they looked peaceful, as it he

e asleep.

The young Tsar is the admiration of everyone, wherever His words are heard, either
directly or in writing. I hear that the short speech He made in the Kremlin palace
to the Moscow nobility was delivered in a loud, clear, assured voice. Yesterday,
when receiving the Council of State, He addressed them most beautifully. I wati bed
Him during the requiem service: the calm kind face, the thoughtful, deeply sad
eyes, often half-closed. He is weighed down by hjs exalted rank. His modesty suffers
from having to be everywhere and always the first.
' Jhe Empress Was not at the fequiSHl, she is~not well, she has lumbago and
fainted; this happens to her, her heart is not strong.

KR, Diary - 1 November - St Petersburg
Yesterday I saw Nicky for the first time si
Nikolaevsky station at 10 o'clock in t
bearing the coffin of the late Empe
her children, as well as Alexei, Sa
time before with Ella and Unc

After greeting me, he
thoughtful and now sad
walked behind the co
and the Senate, alo
the embankm
Alexander P

The
Inside
in

at 10 o'clock. A bitter reunion with the remaining relatives. The pro
rrlved at thethe station to the fort took four hours. After a requiem service w

Anichkov. How empty it seems! This was the moment I feared for dea Mama
Aunt Alix and Uncle Bertie are downstairs. My Alix is for moment with .la
Dear Alix spent part of the evening with me - how str^iifge to see her here ■
reminds me of 1889.

103

sion from

KR's Sister Olga, Q



FROM :nM FOX NO. : 5084872136 Jur . 16 200<i J: • 15- C P7

104

;reet her.

at was correct.

Nicky remained a cjflone) till the end.

Nicky, Diary - 4 November - St Petersburg
My dear Alix came at four o’clock. It’s the only time, before and after tea, that/can
see her alone!

hkov, I lunched upstairs with dear Mama, she has
keeps her spirits up. Sat with my Alix.

had to receive a mass of depu-
and a Belgian - I had to talk to

- my head was spinning. The King

7 November We again had to rell those hours of grief and woe which were our
lot on October 20th. At 10.30 the^piscopal service began, then the funeral service
and burial of our dear unforgettable Papa! It is painful and sad to write these words
- it still seems as if we are livinjfin a dream and that suddenly he will appea- among i
us again

On returning to the
remarkable self-control, a

Nicky, Diary - 6 November - St Petersburg
At 11 o'clock we went to a service at the fortress, ThgflGng of Serbia arrived straight
from the station, We lunched at home at one. The
tations: four German ones, two Austrian, a Dan
all of them! Went for a short walk in the gard
of Serbia paid me a visit, then Ferdinand of/omania - they deprived me of those
few free moments in the day when I am a/e to see Alix.

She came to tea with Ernie, At 7.30 I w t to the Winter Palace to fetch Xerdt for
a requiem service. My dear darling Alb/sat with me.

KR, Diary - 3 November - St Petersburg
1 have not yet talked to the Emperor's bride; but she smiles so sweetly whenevei vuu 

KR, Diary - S November - St Petersburg
At 11 o'clock the Danish king arrived with his son Valdemar and we /ere ordered
to send a guard of honour to Warsaw Station. Before the train arrlve/the Emperor
went out to greet the guard; he walked along the line of soldiers lik real Tsar. Olla
told us that she asked the Emperor if he intended to retain th/rank of colonel.
bestowed on him by the late Emperor. The Emperor replied
Splendid. At His command, Vladimir went to the station
extraordinary mission.

unTIieevenin^ they covered the Emperor's body in the coffin with a pall up to jj
his chest, In order to hide the hands whlch^re beginrling to turn black. The head

‘IS already TooRTngquIte black.'

Nicky, Ifiary - 3 Nove
It's a bo
more go<\db£ft»!

t Petersburg
I can't waie of Alto see
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is ctoakwithout organ, the Empress and Princesses standing
eeling the whole timeJThy maA MhllnueU 1U1 AiiTmuFan^^ialT^rlaintive’S
_^~~~onou^ajrffjRgtt ^^psual_daily_fungfal service was~gone through. Tapers'

Were lighted and hanSe^ound but in consequenceorth^rowTHnS^n^oBFar^'
aillHU agL'ldini lieiprfiiB waj uiiulul. 'Al 12JU the terrible ceremony of paying the

WWrTttJkTlldL^' fl^S^Sess with heroic courage walked up steadily. knelt,
and then took a last look at the late Emperor and kissed the sacred picture on His
Majesty's breast, and then kissed his lips. The Emperor supported and tock great
care of Her_Maje^andall_thg^ Royal Personages present kissed the sacred picture^

Tow?o^Heca?a
borne up the steps and placed on the bier and then the late Empcgefwas cat ner^v
the Emperor and his royal relatives to his last resting place - dtfse to the alta^rhe
vault being 10 ft. long 4 ft wide and 5 feet deep. The Emperor then retmrtr

The Lord Chamberlain went up with the general cofnpany, to^f^aised dais -
the diamond Crown of the Empire with the sceptre, orb^flusword all in dia­
monds, the buckler and the standard were on.-the righj^vhere the Emperor s lead
lay. On the left were the 6 crowns of the' Prkj^ifJSlities and at his feet weie Your
Majesty's wreath and one of lilies aPth^tffley from the Empress. These were the
only wreaths on the raised dafs^>Kthe others several hundred in number were
hung on the walls of the CjydWnThe French wreath^iRveffnailedon to an enor­
mous board covered ^mbl ack velvet whigbwas'placed on ~an~ easel) was on the'
lloof of the ChumWnd was given jip-^peclal prominence. ’ "*

^rfffy one exit dborrthe difficulty of getting out was tremendous- and
*)r<^Chamberlain met M. de Staal whose arrival was delayed in consequence
Mna^jgrfffflt^bago. Footmen pushing to give their masters greatcoats added to
|^^5giLW|iich must have been dreadfuyxu_Ladies..  .
mounted GuarcT^HTOnOT^rnie^Sra?f*I=Cheval though big men on large

torses, did not strike the Lord Chamberlain as being as tine or' as Slttaft as Vouf 

Lord Carrington to Queen Vic
ost humble duty tp-Your Majesty ana ne very

st Office arrangements no let-much’regrets that owing to the dislocation of the
ter can be sent off today. The funeral is just f, and it passed off well. The ix>rd

ich he despatched himself and whichChamberlain at once sent off a telegram
he trust f_«j-szcHrr Mgjystv safdTy. _

e service began at 10.40 a,m. when the Emperor andjh£_knperial and Royal I
^Tiilll'^mtered; and it lasted till in ^^T^cnish ~was tremendous, thj^enfps 1
TpIomaHcffl^^ouTlviaJe^ty's ambassador be,mgl"tW!fi^Bl!Bus) stoo^wtr'flie right. |
The Emperor, Empress, and the Princess of Wales in thejgafrtTwith the kings of (
Greece and Denmark and the Prince of Wale^sjjjjstfrfcfed by the Archdukes, and
Duchesses, and other Royal Guests - thgJa«ffeEmpress looking remarkably hand-
nme- The -Ladies of the Cnnrtjtp^f'Sehind with the suites pf the

The crowd was so gre rlnc£jjolgoruki, master of the ceremonies, who car
ck could hardly get a passage for the Empress to

e of them being Mlle. Fabrice who was in attendance on
tied a long staff draped wit
enter - 3 ladies

Nove

Carrington
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r Majesty. The morning was dull quitepapers but w rich may be of interest to
an English N ivember morning a t 11, o'clock the Lord Chamberlain drove up

day and the :arrlage ser
the coachman bei

e Winter Palace. Mourning was discarded for the
ts wore red cloaks, and laced cocked hats - the hat of

orn across the head and cocked on to the right ear. The
d already - most of the Saloons being so fulLthat threading

TSwsJanCostumesomewit^Tn^f
 any pretty faces; indeed the absence of beauty as compared|

with that see: i at one of Your Majesty's drawing rooms struck the Lord Chamberlain'
^yeFV nHlf-bT “

It was said that 8,000 and even 10,000 persons were present. That is possible as
the Saloons tre of immense size and apparently interminable. No chairs or seats of
any kind weje provided; the Ladies and Gentlemen were shewn into the different
rooms, and here they stood till the ceremony was over. The path, or gangway,
down which the Royal Procession was conducted was very narrow - and rhe 2
Chamberlains detailed to each room must have had great difficulty in preventing
the compair■ pushing forward: composed as it was of Generals, Admirals, officeis
In the Arm), and Navy; all the Ladies who had been presented at Court, the
Dignitaries of the first 4 classes; the Mayors of St Petersburg and other large towns;
and a great nany commercial notabilities. In the last room next to the Imperial
apartments were the Senators; 60 or 70 maids of honour all dressed alike; (some­
thing like the costume worn by Mme de Staal at Your Majesty's Drawing rooms:)
white fronts to the dresses, and scarlet sleeves, trains, and head circlets - this being
the Empress' colour - the other Grand Duchesses have other colours - one is report-

to the Comn andants Door

palace was c.‘O
through thet ITwa

f The Emperor in a very plain uniform walked with the Bride who looked simply
| magnificent - on her head she wore a circlet of diamonds, with a diamond top
which made It into a crown - 2 long curls (like the Princess of Wales used to wear, i
on her shoulders, a splendid necklace and ornaments - and an enormous man tie of
cloth of go d, lined with ermine. She looked the perfection of what one would
imagine an Empress of Russia on her way to the altar would be and moved along
quite simplv and with great dignity. She makes very marked bows with her head,
wfaen she_gj^£t< an?mn^andjh!sj£inuch noticed and appreciate- 'l^eJLa

trains being carried by p>g<s - sons of good families dressed In red and gold wit)
white breeches and long bootSStten the Grande Maitresse of whom the young
ladies of the Court have great awe - theJDames de Portrait' who wear the Emperor ■.

I ed to be a pa rtlcularly hideous shade of orange. One maid of honour was so old that
fl she was propped up against the wall - and finally a
\|j«^ich she was placed till required. aj
■^pjac^usFm ?ron^HR?gr?n9s"?fi3rges de la Cour’ of who

who immed ately precede the Emperor. This was inten
to Your Majesty. The Marshal of the Court Prince
before the R ayal and Imperial families, carry
mond crown at the top. It was not till
King of Der mark led the Imperi
dressed in white, looking v
ing no signs of emo
terrible time; and if is to be hoped that she still may be able to bear up, when thing:

was given a
ere are 6 or ’ and

as a special compliment
betskoi walked immediately

a gold staff 7 feet high, with a Jia-
30 that the doors were opened and the

recession with the Empress Marie - who was
ale and sad, but very calm and collected, and show-

- the Empress' courage has been wonderful all through this
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picture set in d amonds for long and faithfirL-sfirvice - one maiden Lady Mlle
Barteniev is 77 and was Maid of Honoujjzr'firnperor Nicholas I. She is wonderfully
preserved and is proud of her jjcrthplexion: she is a sort of Russian Mana
Marchioness of / tylesbury; and'tfie Lord Chamberlain thinks she is a character: talks
a great deal and is made.a-'good deal of.

The Procession cpt'at last into the Church - which is not very large; and when
<t5t Inside the altar rails an enormous number of people including
: honour crowded in, and the Ambassadors in consequence saw
re not seen at all. The Ceremony was nrrran  and tho 

past one.
Carringt jc

'he ri ig was placed on the Bride andBridegrooms' fingers; and then they
'walked 3 times round the altar, and knelt in front of it - gold crowns being held
over their head; the whole time. The Bride was proclaimed Empress at five minutes

Nicky, Diary - 15 November - Tsarskoe Selo /
And so, I'm a married man! Happily, no one came to disturb us this morning - we
answered our t( legrams in peace! After coffee Mama came to visit As - she liked i he
decoration of our new roomsl We both prefer to sit in the come/one. We lunched
at one. Went with Alix to the fortress, where we prayed at the tomb of dear unfor­
gettable Papa, here were crowds of people! Rode my bicyclenn the garden. At 5
o'clock the family came to visit us bringing presents for my Al/x, and stayed for tea.
She and I dimd alone With Ernie, after which we accompanied him, Irene and
Henry to the station. They left at 8.45. In the evening we sat upstairs reading letters
from abroad until 11. /

George, Duke of York to Queen Victoria - 16 Noverriher - Anichkov Palace
My dearest Gn.ndmama /

As Lord Carrington starts tonight direct for England, 1 will take this opportunitv
of sending yot a few lines. I know that both Papayand Lord Carrington have con­
tinually writte t to you and kept you informed of what has been going on here, and
so I did not write to you. I have written to May each day and we have been so busy
that there is not much time for writing and several days 1 had barely time to finish
my one letter, so I hope you will forgive me for not having written before

It has indeed been a terribly sad time here; l^ut the Wedding came like a gleam of
sunshine in the midst of tfm-deep mppmi^g. Pgbr Aunt lyflnnie Jias indeed been
Brave and has borne her terrible-grief In^pfeRftfiu^a^Mam^aTbeen of the
greatest possible help and comfort to her,,4 don't know-how she could have got on
without her. Dear Alicky looked quite lonely at the Wedding, the Service was very
fine and impressive and the singing quite beautiful, she went through it all with so
much modesty but was so graceful a/d dignified at the same time, she certainly
made a most rxcellent impression. I Jo think Nicky is a very lucky man to have got
such a lovely and charming wife; arid I must say I never saw two people mon: in
love with each other or happier th^n they are. When they drove from the Wintei
Palace after the Wedding they gq(t a tremendous reception and ovation from tnt
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17 November I am unbelievably happy with Alix, it's only a pity that my work
TSSffi^omuch of the time that I would like to spend exclusively with her!

It was the first time that, at Nicky's request, she had jo
dining room, for she had previously been takin aTs alone; she was in tears,

yself. When everyone left, she called
ant to go anywhere, as there was no escape from

th such resignation.

and when I saw this, I almost started
me to her. She said she di
her grief. She b

Nicky, Diary -
W^onqnatP^Hfler^a nly woke us at 9 o'clock instead of

came with a report and then I received
to see dear Alix for one hour during the whole

i. The day was full of hustle: Mour
people - so that I only mana
morning. We lunched t er in the dining room, Mama also for the first time. At
3 o'clock went for rive with Alix - it's strange to sit next to her in a carriage In
Petersburg. ec in the garden with Mama and Apapa. Had tea alone together

grams until dinner. Everyone came upstairs to us in the evening ~ to look
wife's wedding presents!

others In the

Wrote

KR, Bhary - 18 November
I did notsee the Emperor or his wife at tejpvrtfftheEmpress. They came to dinner.
He is so qHjet, thoughtful, thin andprt^they are overloading him, he hardly goes
into the air?\nd to stay withoyMfiovlng is bad for him. In the evening everyone
went downstaut to see thjxfinptuous presents He has given to his young wife. His
study remains tlKsaprtfthe only addition being the writing table of the young
Empress.

Nicky, Diary - 19 November - St Petersburg ---- ■------------
All the Danish relatives camXo lunchjjjxxatetrrafe Aunt Alix's birthday - she has
turned 50! Had tea at homg^a^PaTtogether. We simply don't have the strength
to leave each giiwe!-—

Nicky to Georgy [brother] - 19 Novemoitt - Anichkojzf^alace
First of all, Alix and I would like to send yomour sirmefest congratulations for your
name day [26 November], we constantly prayVhadto send you a full and speedy
recovery, and to comfort you, because it is sqxfiuteh more difficult to be alone after
such great sorrow than It Is for us who aj^at least together! I was heart-broken for
poor Mama, especially during the firjt-'aays of our arXal at the Anichkov and the
burial of our unforgettable Papa^Thank God, she bor\and withstood these last
ordeals heroically - there is npaSther word. X.

The day of the weddingp'f'as also absolute torture both former and for me.
Throughout the whoje'ceremony, I could not get rid of the thought that beloved.

unforgettable Papa w^s not among us, and that you were far awa^from the family
and all alone; I Md to summon up all my strength not to breakdown there in
church - in from of everyone. \
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'rd and thank Him from rhe

iarskoe Selo

and Maud that they stayed with You at Windsor, as they
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Nicky, Diary - 20 November - St Petersburg A
At 11 o'clock we went to church. It was the first time Alix and I harcrbeen in our
church since the wedding. At 4 o'clock we accompanied Uncle Willy, Aunt Olga
and Georgie [of Greece] to the station. Dined with Alix at home/and then at 8.30
went again to the station to see off Apapa, Uncle Bertie, Valdemar anc Georgie
[Duke of York]. I felt sorry for poor Mama with so many of he/relatives leaving in
one go. Only Aunt Alix remains - I hope for long! / 

22 November At 3 o'clock Alix and I left for Tsarskoe. It hard started to freeze when
we arrived at the Alexander Palace. I am staying in my old rooms. It's inexpressibly
wonderful to live here quietly, without seeing anyone -/all day and night together!

24 November Each day that passes 1 bless the
depths of my heart for the happiness with whicl/He has rewarded me! No man
could wish for a greater or more complete fulfilment on this earth My love and
respect for dear Alix grow constantly! /

Now everything has calmed down a bit, and a completely new fife has started for
me. 1 cannotTha^ Grod 1
IfHHWUsutalMy happy with my darling Alix and feel that we will remain as happy
together until the end of our lives. But the Lord has given me a heavy cross to bear;
hope of His succour and the shining example of unforgettable Papa these will
help me serve and work for the interest of our beloved homeland! There is very lit­
tle free time, there are always reports to be read and endless people to receive but
what can you do?

Alix to Queen Victoria - 24 November -
My darling Grandmama, j

I am resting on the sopha [sic] after having been for a delightful walk with Nicky
in the park. He is sitting near me and reading through his papers. We have come
here for four days and enjoy the quiet/and beautiful air - poor Nicky ha:, so much
to do, that this rest here is very gooeyfor him and having him all to myself it. such
utter happiness. I never can thank/God enough for having given me such a hus­
band - and his love to You touches me also so deeply, for have You not been as a
Mother to me, since bgloved~MH|lld Ultiti. *

it Is so nice here and my rootn is full of plants and delicious smelling flowers.
quite like at home. In the next/room my sweet Nicky was born and Georgy and the
little Brother who died.4" /

I send You my most lovi/g thanks for Your last dear letter, so full o) love anc
kindness. Uncle Bertie wilLnave told You all about the Wedding I hope, k was such
a pity he and Georgie hacj to leave so soon.

Hou nice for dear Toril
so seldom really see Yoi/.

Yesterday the weather was very cold, but today it is again warmer and it tiled to
snow a little in the/morning; it is real country here, which is so pleasan after

Alexander, the Infant son of Alexander III, who died aged eleven months.
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Nicky sends You his very best love.

having been :n town, where we can only walk in the garden.
I always wear Your pretty ring.
But now I must say goodbye, beloved Grandmama.
Kissing Your dear hand most tenderly,
I remain,

Nicky, Diary ~ 25 November - rskoe Selo
I was free, as practically notijifig arrived for me to read. We lunched and dined
alone. Words rannot exprpsf the bliss of living together in such a wonderful
as Tsarskoe!

December ilia and Uncle Sergei camxjo^unirbion) .ar wall is Aunt Aliyiffi
usual). At 3 o'clock went for a walk. A lot of snow has fallen, ing a pathway foi

nt with Alix to see I.lla|the sleigh. Skating has already been set up in the garden.
we looked at several details of decoration for our rooms*

KR, Diary - 4 Tecember - St Petersburg
After dinner M nnie invited me to have tea th her upstairs at 10.45. Here I heard
from her some>hing of the utmost signi^eSnce: while Henry of Prussia was here, he
told Nicky that his brother, the Em or Wilhelm, was counting on Nicky visiting
him in the summer for the open!

Nicky repliec that he was n minded to make any visits while in deep mourn
Ing. Henry repded that his,Xother had come on a visit even though he had been
in mourning fcr his father Nicky then replied very firmly: 'Your brother is certain
ly not an example fpfme in this,' saying that his first trip abroad would be tc
Denmark to hi grandfather. Minnie was highly pleased with this reply, and I was
so delighted bvdfer tale that I kissed her hand several times.

26 November sterday received a telegram from deaf Mama saying that we can
stay here optf more day. My bliss is without bounds - it will be so sad to leave
Tsarsko^/whk h has become such a dear place for us both; for the first tiine.since

■Pur Wedding we have_been able to be alone and live truly soub
hand] Never di ilTxlieve there could be such utter happiness in Ms world. j$ucha feeling
of unitpmtvttrtwo mortal betngs. I love you - IttOse three words have my life in them?

in Alix's

For the last time I strolled in the park with my dar-
fwe left the Alexander Palace and set out for Petersburg,

P»|-IV nhnut 6-n'rlork Mama and Aunt Alix were jmi fmuh—
-s nanri] No more separations. At last united, bound for life, and when

(pis lift if-etujgft we meet together for all eternity. Yours,*"
^ourv

i <4 car A

we arrived at th

ir very loving devoted Child. Ail'

”2^ November - St Petersbur
ling wife. Afte takin

of the new canal.

7 December Cn returning from a recgp^tm in tHeXormal rooms, the Emperor saw
me by the doois to His shid^dartfnstairs. He said hoKgjifficult His position was. I
reminded Him of TikhgpatfSws article, which talks of the difficult Jud hiiiAa idfiFToiiT
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t Tsarskoe, at least we are less disturbe

11 December The young Empress again fell faint in church. If this is for the rea­
son the whole of Russia longs for, then praise be to Godl

3!-17'T’ Pl 2

Nicky I^xpeorgy [brother] - 18 December - St
It still se
and that o
bound to returXto
his duties tempo\rily'this winter, just as I might if Papa and Mama
stay In Corfu at theNpomentl But you can't bring back the past!

We live very quietl
and ugly mug, so that it\§ possible to take a break from ev
the air twice a day. Luckily
either the cold or the damp.

I have had my hunting sleig
Papa's just last year. We use it to
of course we drive ourselves - for th
days ago on a bend the sleigh tilted ove
dim-wit Voron [dog] immediately |u
impudent mannpri-

am in Qiir_nld rj

jHhii r-mpciun1.uffipr'>*r',4<iin^1tha^ySod chooses a’Kar^B^glveshim.strengtb.'
I asked whether He ha?necelved^nj^dv!c??romhi^ather before the latter'^

death. Nicky replied that his Father had never once mentioned the responsibilities
that awaited Him. During confession Father Yanyshev had asked the dying Emperor
whether he had talked to his Heir. The Emperor had replied: No, he himself knows
everything. Nicky added that even before, when sending Him abroad to foreign
courts, his Father had never given Him any instructions and had left Him to act as
He thought best. For this reason it was now both easier and more difficult for Him

Nicky, Diary - 14 December - Tsarskoe Selo
Today it is one month sjnfp-wernaiTied - strange to $av 1j-^t b
to get used to the ideapf^ove^onWxjteeg^romn^

every scoundrel
ing and go out in

tuff and does not mind

Nicky, Diary - 24 Decern - Tsarskoe Selo
We had tea upstairs and/it 6 o'clock went to church.
Christmas tree in the bl/e drawingroom, according to age-o

erwards there wa> the
custom! It was both

Geo
My dear Nit^ky

I can't -ell
Petersburg, although it
dear to me, ever since we have kn

dear Nicky, how pleased 1 was to see you these few days in
p terribly sad: but you have always been so kind and

h other. I look upon you if I may do so,
e Club meeting once againas one of my oldest and best friends. It was a

I wonder when we four will be altogether again, I hope
Ever your very devoted Cousin and friend Georgie

ent from Gatch [ the one I had copied from
lye through the parks and In Pavlovsk. and

omepf quite successfully, although three
uch that we almost fell out and the

e\ in and squashed Alix in the most

me that everything that has happened is a terrible, revoltin
rgettable Papa is somewhere on a long absence and tha

I I somehow have the impression that I am only car
e is

ng out
gone to

3V

dearest Alix is made of ste

Duke of York to Nicky - 13 December - Sandringham
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joyful and sad - what a change from last^eSrdear Papa is no more, Xenia is
married and so am II Dear MamasJjowSred us all with gifts as always! We dined at
8 o'clock. Whin we retumed'dSwnstairs, Alix and I decorated our own Christmas
tree! -****-’^ 

31 December [in Alix's hand] The last day of the old year - what happiness to spend it I
together. Sweetr st Angel, if little wify ever did anything that displeased you or unwillingly /
grieved and hut t you in the past year - forgive her duskhil So deep and pure and strong mv /
love has grown - it knows no bounds. God bless and keep you. I

Walked in tie garden with Mama and Aunt Alix. The two of us had tea alone. I
Read until 7.30 and then went upstairs for the service. It was painful to stand In J.
church and tlilnk of the terrible changes, which have happened this year. But fff
putting faith in God I look forward to the next year without fear - because for me IL
the worst has already happened, that which I feared all my life! But together with Lj
this irrevocable grief the Lord has rewarded me also with a happiness which 1 could I p
never have imagined. He has given me Alix. /I I
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We sat down to dinner at 7.30 as Aunt Alix [Princess of Wales] had to

teiw M

1 Sons of Grand Duke Vladimir.

From the morning my Alix did not feel at all well, and at about 11
went back to bed. I felt so sorry for my poor little wife, all alone

3 January
o'clock she
downstairs!

From Nicky's speech to the representatives of all estates
I am aware that recently in some zemstvos there have arisen the vote-

lIMty by senseless dreams of tahrl^ pan id the

ttSt 'everyone know that I will retain the principles of autocracy as /
firmly and unbendingly as my unforgettable late father. ‘'

Nic^Jita»~i January -^itPetersbuj^
JBSayeverythnig had a terriblyTBferenObel from other years! At 11 o'clock were
present in church: Uncles Misha, Vladimir, Alexei and Aunt Michen. Lunched with
them and Aunt Alix. At 2 o'clock the reception for the diplomatic corps began in
the ball-room. It reminded me so much of the reception there 10H years ago - on
the day I took my oath of allegiance! On the other hand it is easier now, because i
am not alone - my dear Alix worked the ladies, while I took care of the men. After
receiving the son of the Emir of Bokhara, we returned home at 3.30 - exhausted.
Those wretched telegrams again took up all day! Finished writing and did some
reading. Boris and Andrei1 came for dinner. Went to bed early.

4 January
leave by 9 o'clock. We all accompanied her to the station. My heart aches at the
thought that dear Mama will now be all alone upstairs! Help her, merciful God!

17 January An exhausting day. Went with Alix to the Winter Palace. buMheA
vrith Xrnir .trdip I was in_ft_terrible state about having to,go into the

-Nikolayevsky Hall apd deliver a speech to representatives of the nobility, the
zemstvos"[local councils] and the town committees,

Hill n.rih,-» ■ " "t 4

Sttetted ITT I'M gaitfcl! nilh Uiidiiliirpnl

Jur..
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Nicky, Diary - 20 January
It is already three months that dear Papa is no longer with us, I stil^n-rfW beheve
that we will never see him again on this earth! It's too pain£jJft6osad!

The whole family gathered in the fortress for argf^erffm service. On returning
home i received Witte2 and many others. WewgMt^Tating, and then for a walk w>tk
Mama After tea we said goodbye to UimJo'Sergel. I finished reading Le Journal de li-
Duchesse D'Angouteme aloud to Mapxr

22 January At 2 o'clock^f'the Winter Palace the ladies' baise-main [kissing of th<
hand] took place - S^ladies! My dear Alix looked remarkably beautiful in Russiar
costume. The wjadteceremony lasted X of an hour. On returning home we wem
skating. Aftpe^ea I read aloud from a new book about Napoleon's life on the islan>
of St Went for a drive with Alix after dinner. It was very windy.

[ear Ali:

Poor Ali: rot a bad headache at tea time - she went to bed un il

BBriWi.rJ.mTjn;

NicRx
My 10'

29 Junuai
2 o'clock

iu for such a long time, to thank you
1.1 cannot tell you what a pleasure
Nnd also how proud and pleaded

Diary - 27 January - St Petersburg
Nor my darling wife grows ever deeper, ever more tender.

!e up wiffc a headajb^ySnd then

1 February
dinner. In the evening shXfelt a little better. Had tea with Mama.

Nicky to Queen Victoria - 1 Febnm^v - St Petersburg
My darling Grandmama,

I feel ashamed that I have not written to^roi
for your two dear letters, which made me so ha[
the arrival of the 'Scots Greys' deputation gave rm

j<icky to Georgy [brother!-2.3 January-St Petersburg  ._
Tam up to my neck In work, but thank God I am able to deal with it fairly easih
There are receptions on Wednesdays and Fridays only - I am fed up with themi 1
remember how dear Papa could not bear them - how I understand him now

Yes it's hard to change yourself, when before all my thoughts were focused on
military service, never mind the type nt weapon; it W5S thing 1 adorecTan-F
to iralone l was totally dadii.aitrd! ' >
"Apart from anything else, the knowledge that I am forever cut off front ajj

to tilirilfmed forces - adds no little sorii^ lb IffTtrorr about this

has bestowed on the second half of my life, and for the treasu
wife. She and Mama are my comfort, my hope, my peac
Alix - It's too awful to contemplate!

Our future appartments are bein
taking an active part and

would I do without

ed in the Winter Palace, Ahx and 1 aie
olved in every detail!

be
ch I call my

’ Count Sergei Witte, Finance Minister; later Prime Minister.
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Nicky

' / The day of his father's death.

9 April Unfortunately dear Alix's headache continued all day. She did not g
upstairs at all - neither to church; nor to luncheon. I managed to read a lot of th
papers that had accumulated. Walked in the garden with Mama, Xenia and Sandro.
Had tea with my darling. Dined at 8 o'clock with Mama, Misha and Andrei. Alix
went to bed early.

10 April Dear Alix still has an unbearable pain in the temples, and she was forced
n in bed, on my adyjce/JlUU Ifll Wlll'Htfm. D1H6U with Mania. ‘Rjgt’thelf we

ked through some old papers of Papa's, that had remained in his writing desk.

We went out togethtu for n'wirHrMlie weajjrei was llkT ye^itlrciay. i'oor Alix aevdl^
oped
my bi

Nicky to Queen Victoria - 10 May - Tsarskoe Se
Dearest Grandmama,

I send you my fondest thanks for the two le rs you were so kind to write to me.
I am too sorry that these lines will reach yoi/after your dear birthday; though late,
my wishes for that day, come from the depth of my heart! This year especially, as I
recollect with such pleasure all the goo^hess and kindness you showed me during
that never to be forgotten time I spe last summer in England. Alix and we so
often talk about those charming day§/at Windsor and at Osborne, where it was so
gay and all so quiet. Alas! how thing? have changed since then. I thought so much
of you, dearest Grandmama, wher/you sent us the sad news of the death of the
poor Duchess of Roxburghe! It ust be too hard for words, to lose one's best

rft the garde nA rodeforced to go a eMown. Work

you with all my hejft for your kind letter, but as yo
hopefully forgive my Impoliteness. \ P JJ

able Papa, for all his^abours, always answered the letters he
ame quantity of workXno exci*se. But I am so recently married,

y just begun to enjoy bliXon earth - living together with one s ardent-
is it surprising I sho/fd devote the two or three hours left free to me

st of the time, you wi
irst of all 1 must

ow how busy I am
ow that unfo

t< :eivcd, so
a dh 

5 bel
rm
bnietimes, I confess, tears well up in my eyes at the thought of how calrr and

t lovely life could have been for me for many years to come, had it not been for
■ October 20/ But these tears reveal human weakness, these are tears of self-pity and

try io dry them as soon as possible and humbly fulfill my heavy and responsible
duty to Russia.

IHfflffBTeasJefi^sarSoe^e yi o wor
there. I hope that in three days I will be able to move in there r the whole spring.
These past days we have lived on our reminiscences of last y§dr in dear Coburg Alix
and I embrace you and Ella fondly.

eadache
le.

Nicky t;

£

i - 10 April.- St Petersburg •
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DccaUSTuT dam;,

10 June - Peterhof At>T30 there was a dinner at the Oldenburgs, afterwards v>e
sat in the paviliop^Bythe sea. The evening was heavenly, we went for a drive and
returned hoprfat 11 o'clock.
[in Alb^e'mmd] My sweet old darling manykins, Wify loves you so deeply and strong, •;

25 May Dear Alix is 23 years old! The first birtJjAi^hat we are spending toget- -
er, may God grant that we live many ottier'such days together, in qvie* ov and
happiness!

Nicky, Diary - 14 May - St Petersburg
It pour\d with rainjdJ-rrtght, and^bwa^
we did noKgeftWfror a walk«Afil o'ck

Ihind111 fin!/ iiyUUl >>U W IND! we aie married, how intensely happy you have
^^wur^Wi^ypu rnnnnt fhirjt (iadJlIess mil, my ow^^W^Tfiustiand - daily

urer, stronger, deeper.

icky to Georgy [brother] - 14 May - Tsarskoe Selo
Since Mama's departure we have already been
Sandro. We stayed in Apapa and AmamaJ
yard. I'm glad we are not using yo
little flat, my soul is floodedj>i
and I would not want

to Gatchina with Xenia ar 1 
ms, which overlook the main -oui -

rmer rooms, because every time I enter or t
the bliss of happy, wonderful, recent memories -

mbarrass my dear Alix with a grief I am unable to co: ■
ce been in dear Papa's rooms; everything - down to the la't

mained exactly in its place!

Nicky, Diary - 19 May - Tsarskoe Selo
The weather was unsettled. In the morni
received visitors. We lunche

went for a walk. After the reports 1
. We looked over the upstairs rooms, over Alix

o'arrange for a certain purpose!”i which we are pla

friends, like that, one after another - Sir FT Ponsonby, Sir 
Lord Drumlanrlg. I know well what your feel St be, having recently gone ut

s life - the loss of my dearly belovedthrough one of the most fearful trial
Father! But I try not to des not to lose courage, but to thank God for th-?

Tgiven me on the other side. I really could not be haj -good and happiness
pier than fCvith such an angel for my wife, as darling Alix is - a treasury

«t! LU IN luULd mute!
In answer to your second letter mentioning the _a;tigl££_about England in th !

Russian papers, I must say that I cannot prevent people from putting their opinions
opefliy in the newspapers. How often have I not begn worried to read in LLngli&;
gazettes ratheruniustslatements in connexion With my country! Even hooks jEa
being constantly sent to me from London, misinterpreting our actions in Asia, our
interior politics, eTc. 1 am sure there is as little hostility intenSeJTn these writing1.
as there is in the aBdVS ffientioried ones. Nicky

189 .

object -
ceal! I have onl
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you are iny one and all, A few months still and then ... oh^myan^el^wl^UU^^e-hiip >■■
fitness ... ours ...ourvery own ... what happiness could_be^f?3Sr^onlyWi^rnusttQand
beas good and kind as jnother little person might suff^from it.

Kaiser tfphehini to Nrcky - 28 June - Sweeten
(rest

Let me once m«are thank you with all my heart for the sendin^'WTtidse splLlldlU
ships of yours, watch so ably and powerfully represented the Russian navy at Kiel.
Alexei was kindness and joviality itself and did everything in his power to make*
intercourse with our Russian comrades, everything that could be wished for.

Goodbye, dearestVlicky, my best love to Alix and to you, with wishes for a quiet
summer and a niceuittle boy to come. Believe me, dear Nicky, ever your most
affectionate friend anu cousin

Willy

Nicky, Diary - 3 July - St Petersburg
I was working after tea wnen I was suddenly told that dear Xenia has haa a daugh­
ter. Irina! Alix and 1 flew to fhe Farm. Thank God everything went all right We saw
Xenia .ind our little niece. Dined with Misha. We went to say goodnight to Mama,
who has calmed down after h¥r agitation!

Xenia to Nicky - 23 August - Bernsdorf
My dear darling Nicky \

Here we are again in Denmark! But what a difference with our previous visits
how many changes since then! YouXcannot imagine how difficult it is to be here
without dear Papa, and how much wX miss him! In general it's not muck fur. here
which is understandable! \

First we found poor Georgy in bed! ywo days before our arrival he started tc
cough up blood (and just when he was Beginning to feel better), and it happened
again last night, but not as badly as the fitot time. Of course this affects his rerve-
terribly and makes him very upset! \

Here all the girl cousins are learning to rldeVncycles with great enthusiasm. 1 >hal
also have to put myself to it, although it seems io me I will never master how to do li

I hope that dear Alix is in good health and fefels quite well, and that the children
are not wearing het out too much with their eridless hopping! You have no ide<
how much I miss our delightful little daughter! Oqcourse she will be absolute Iv nm
with you, but I feel terribly sad without her! V

Alix telegraphed me today to say that she [Irina| isinuite well and is growing ever1
day. Everybody here is very interested in her, and keeVs asking me whom she look
like. \

Sandro to Nicky - 6 September - steamship Petersburg \
I had rather a boring time in Bernsdorf, and went to town Infill three times Georg-
Spent most of the time lying down, and was ill at the beginning ... oui lea.s has
been realized - Georgy's stay in Denmark unfortunately dick him harm. In m -
opinion there is absolutely no need for Leyden. Chigayev is a wonderful doJoHnTT
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should be given complete charge of Georgv>tfeatment. We should not forget that
Leyden is a German, and on top of th^erjew, and that he does not care at all what
happens to Geo rgy. Besides whlch^eorgy needs to be left in peace, so let him and
the doctor deck.e what to dqXSgether, without any outside pressure.

Xenia to Nicky -11 September - Abas Tuman
Thank God that our little one is well, and thank you both for looking after her and
showing so much interest, Alix was even there for her bath! In a few days you should
be moving to Ttarskoe, there she will be nearer and it will be more convenient.

K

Georgy [brother] to Nicky - 11 September - Abas Tuman
The Polar Star was delayed, and at that moment I started thij^rfEtched spitting up
of blood again and I had to take to bed; as it occurred>e<eral times I had to stay
there for a full eight days. It was no fun at all, and tp/rffake matters worse I was for
bidden to smoke. It was awful, but I managed fopfne whole eight days, after which
I gradually begun to smoke again. I felt finea/fong as I was in bed, but for the first
weeks of my stay there I had an almostcdnstant fever, and I cannot say that I felt
particularly well. Of course I was delated to see the family after 4 years, but it did
not really do ire any good, as 1 Iprfteven more than the 5 pounds which I had put
on with such difficulty in Maland June; I also get out of breath more easily. So
these are the re suits of my trip. Very annoying.

Willy

Kaiser Wilhelrn II to Nicky - 14 September - Jagdhaus Romingen
Dearest Nicky

God knows that I have done all in my power to preserve the European Peace, but
if France goes on openly or secretly encouraged like this to violate all rules of Inter­
national courtesy and Peace in peacetime, one fine day, my dearest Nicky, you will
find yourself n alens-volens suddenly embroiled In the most horrible of wars Europe
ever saw! Which will by the glasses and by history perhaps be fixed on you as the
c^yge ofjt.l’n y don't be angry, if I perhaps hurt you quite unintentionally, but I
think it my duty to our two countries and to you as my friend to write openly. As
the seclusion and retirement the deep mourning has imposed upon you, debars you
from seeing people and following in detail what is happening - behind the scenes.
Think of the awful responsibility for the shaking bloodshed!

Now goodbye, dearest Nicky, best love to dear Alix and believe me ever your most
devoted and faithful friend and cousin,

Nicky, Diary - 28 September - Tsarskoe Selof
Happily Alix felt well and spent the whole day lying on the sofa in the mauve room.

6 October Fiom the evening Alix a^mn started getting pains, which she felt at
night whenever she woke up. As torfy continued in the morning, I decided not tc
go hunting.a id stayed at hompf At about 10 o'clock Alix got up and spent the
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whole day on her feet as if nothing was the matter; and there was I thinking that
these pains meant the beginning of the end.

seems a pity and somehow shameful to take off our

7 October My darling wife felt wonderful all day - things seem to have come to a
halt, and we were >o hoping that by Sunday the great event would have taken
place!

e rest of the time 1 answered telegrams. Lunched with Alix
and Ella. The day was clear. I met up with my little wife, as arranged, in the park.
It was almost dark when I returned home. Did some reading. The five of us dined
together again.

Kaiser Wilhelm II to Nicky - 13 October - Neues Palais, Potsdam
Dearest Nicky

That it is not the fact of a 'Rapport' or friendship between Russia and France that
make me uneasy - every sovereign is sole master of his country's interests and he
shapes his policy accordingly - but the .danger which is brought to our Principle of
Monarchism through the llftingup o‘f the Republicpn a pedestal by the form under
which the friendship is shown. The constanr appearance of Princes, Granddukes
statesmen, generals in 'full fig' at reviews, burials, dinners, races - with the head of
the Republic or in his entourage makes Republicans - as such - believe that they are
quite honest excellent people, with^whom Princes can concoct And feel at home!
Now what Is the consequence at home in our different countries? The Republicans
are Revolutionists de nature and treated - rightly too - as people v\ffio must.be shot­
tv r hugg, they tell to our other loyal subjects: 'Oh, we are no dangered bad men,
look at France! There you see the Royalties hobnobbing with the Revolutionnaires!
Why should not it be the same with us?' The Republic] F[ran?alse] is from the
source of the Great r evolution and propagate and is bound to do so, the ideas of it.
Don't forget, that Fa ir£ - not his personal fault - sits on the throne of the King and
Queen of France 'by the grace of God' whose heads Frenchmen Republicans cut off!
The Blood of their Majesties is still on that country!

Look at it, has it since then ever been happy or quiet again? Has it not staggered
from bloodshed to bloodshed? And in its great moments did it not go from wai to
war? Till it saused all Europe and Russia in streams of blood? Till at last it had the
Commune over again? Nicky, take my word on it: the Curse of God has stricken
that People for ever! We, Christian Kings and Emperors have one holy duty
Imposed on us byldeaverfFthat is to upholdThe l4rinciple"'vo“(To,ttes Gnaden’ |bv
he grace of God]. " ' '1

Your most devotee and affectionate friend and cousin, 

Nicky, Diary - 21 October - Tsarskoe Selo
gain not a joyful day.

Willy

mourning; it serve

28 October The daj was warm and quiet. The 29th wedding anniversary of dear
Mama and Papa! My heart aches at the thought of how painful it must be tor her.
Help her, God!

must.be
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:ake her

tie is

Nicky, Diary - 4 November - Tsarskoe Selo
Although Alix

Xenia, Diary - 5 November - Tsarskoe Selo
Alix started feeding herself. During dinner, the wet-nurse’s son started t-;
b'east, and we all took turns to go in and watch the spectacle! The we'-nui<e stood
next to her, looking very satisfied!

Alix looks wonderful and is once more in good spirits. 1 saw Oil 
delighted that everything has turned out well. The little one has dif 1 )nt, » black
hiir!

3 November A day I will remember for ever, during which I sut-
great deal. At about 2 o'clock dear Mama arriveji from Gatchina, snt
with Alix the whole time. At exactly 9 o’clock a'baby's ciy WilS heard nd . we ah
breathed a sivh of reljpf! Wnh a prayer we named the daughter .■■ent -c; ■;. by God
'Olga'IJSItien all the anxiety was over. a.nd the terrors had ceased, there ■■ .is simply
a blessed fueling at what had come to pass! Thank God, Alix cattle tr r<;ug the birtl.
well, and felt quite alert in the evening. 1 ate late at night with Mama, an i when I
went to bed, J fell asleep at once!

Xenia, Diary - 3 November - Tsarskoe Selo
The birth of a daughter (Olga) to Nicky and Alix! A great joy, althougn it ■ a pity ifs

™ni The birth paint !uji i.iJ.lUH*
At 10 o'clock we went to Tsarskoe. Poor Nicky and Mama were < uite -ak with

exhaustion. The baby is huge - weighing ten pounds and had to ne j t.bed out
with forceps! ftembleTHng to witness. But thank God evers-lItiim em .-j well. 1
:aW dearAlix, she looks well; little Olga lay next to her on rhe no

■r-rylittla it nirhf, She felt Well- Of rnmse I was nresmr. far oi
„ 1* She is abifLhato-weighjng IQ ppunds a_nd measuring 55 centime-

tres. 1 can hardlfbeiievFlt's really our child!^jod whaThappme^r^ff^y3o3<
PPWKoI^amlTy^fflVfcHo^^ervic^fflianksgit’ing. LuhcIuxRTBfl? wp i Mama.
dix^gept ^re^holj^ay ip thf-hta^mfippli faiiJtfafi'iec of

the little darlin^nierewasrmnoiintainoftelegrams^^

Nicky, Diary - 5 Novemberr<Tsarskoe Selo yK
A^iJniuyfrqlnl’il nuAntyf jiftaTutir ticra;
twtmrl«y>l)r IDMfcj/iit t- < -VffffTgfAip. nfit,iri Z o.p, tn

daiifihflitri
The fintahempfalblgast-teedTng loc>l<; place, and ended up with Alix sic cessful- JL=-.

iff mjtifl ioaJiRg^dZinringM^aTTmSS^MBBSSEmfrffiirlaiXiAoUw^p^t

6 November In th* ... ’ '"^.^^Hg^Hfi-ilittflc daughter rim nun, •
leuak at all ,naut.hnrn hecmisp she is -iirhwHwrj t^bym.itb -,-f-iii] |ae.<.| ,.y )-.>.■ w™t
fgj a jjhnr-t-wjtlk il^* Porun^i dnrl^Q—tfr-n» ,J r'-i--<c Tha.
well; but breast, so we had to c/ ”
•.Am, 2'*^ "7? ‘‘

cry vers’
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Xenia, Diary - 5 November - Tsarskoe Selo
Alix started feeding herself. During dinner, the wet-nurse's son started a take her
breast, and we all took turns to go in and watch the spectacle: "he vj-n .rse stood
next to her, looking very satisfied!

Alix looks wonderful and is once more in good spirits 1 saw On [noct >rl - he is
delighted that everything has turned out well. The little one h is tin lor gest back
hair!

hefirst attempt at breast-feeding took place,^and ended up with Alix uccesi f u 1 ■
se'djpg the s^LQLthe_vyet nurse, while the latter gave milk to U1&T Vefy fur
<ififrr rtndi-Q '1 1

dinner. Duui

FAX NO. =5084872136

ryM " <--ml The hirth nainr nlrniHy lim Hillin’1-
At 10 o'clock we went to Tsarskoe. Poor Nicky and Mama were quite vak w ith

exhaustion. The baby is huge - weighing ten pounds - and h..id t > be pulled put
with forceps! X^fernOjeTKing to witness. But thank GoJ~every-hing ended we 1. •

3 November A day I will remember for ever, during which 1 sufre t n a '>’ry v:r>
great deal. At about 2 o'clock dear Mama arrive^ from Gatchina; .tie L.la t i l were
with Alix the whole time. At .exactly 9 o'clock a baby's crv was atiaici a.ici we a_h

With a prayer we named the daughter >< t i
Olga1! ^hen all the anxiety wa$ over, and the terrors_had cease .i tlm y

• a blessedf^eiing at what had com^o pass! Thank God. Alix came 1 im. jgf
, well, and felt quite alert in the evening. I ate late at night with Mania ai d when I
went to bed, I fell asleep at once!

Nicky, Diary - 4 November - Tsarskoe Selo
Although Alix sfSprvcry lift!? PTht,..she,felt.we|l. Of course | was present tMr
daugiitMb irtfl'i! She is a bigbajjx-weighing JdLnapnd^and measurmg 5? cent! ne-
tres. I can hardl^6elieve~it's really our child!X^od whaThappmey’TTy^ySsc"
till! Whole tamiiy arrived tor a service ot thanksgiving. Punched aiorrrw 11 Mana.

s^didtne little darling. There was a mountain of telegrams.

130 IS OS

m-Albt again in

; by C oil
I-, sim rly
the birth
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Nicky, Diary -
“SepTweffandwoke up early? Enjoyed splashing, in my bath, and after coflee s^t
down to the unbearable telegrams.

At 11 d’clock the ceremonial began. It was the first time we took part in the new
year celebration together. Thank God, Alix coped marvellously not only wih the
church service and the ambassadors' reception, but also with receiv ng homage
from the ladles, the Council of State, the Senate, the court and the suites! We inau­
gurated our dining room with a family luncheon. At 3 o'clock we went to pay a few
visits to the family. We sat with dear Mama and had tea with her. ( n rcti rning
home I sat down to work. We dined alone and spent the evening hanging icons in
the bedroom.

1896

3 January After tea with Mama we returned for our little daughte's bat i. We
dined alone and spent the whole evening hanging photographs tn rh little lobby
and along the staircase. “------------- ~-------------- ---------

11 January At 9.30 we entered the Nikolayevsky Hall and cut first big ball began.
I suffered for dear Alix, who had to receive a mass of ladies. I went round <11 the
tables and then had supper myself. At 1.30 it was all over!

Brted to get(j£«®' for UncJj»*Yadiinir
il crimspifbere/likelatfanain Onm

ladiinir and Michen'Utall;
She wore a beaujrfful crimspifbei
mazurka performed bv>Hfht cou,
he^ds dressejfiipKrffous ways. 1

:h a
heirles/ft was a vei

to return home to dtlf little

21 February At breakfast our little darling is brought to Alix after < ie ha? been
fed, she is placed on the sofa, and here she starts to exhibit a de sire t speak, and
makes all sorts of prolonged noises through her lips

10 March From today our daughter is being dressed in little short dr< sses!
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fficky to Empress Marie - 28 March, Easter - St Petersburg
| Anxstood up wondePufly'To'Tre’whole of the midnight”service and liturgy;
’rested only while I washed my face after the greeting ceremony.

This time, for the first three days, 1 had to kiss far more people than usual, as the
Winter Palace was added to the rest. In all, judging by the number of eg^given
away, it seems1 have embraced 1600 people - a whole regiment! Myycheeks are ter­
ribly sore afte?airth]!s7[Tm~longing to go to Tsarskoe, but at the same time I want
to show Alix jhgZbrea^lng of the ice on the Neva, and indeed to see it myself, it
should happen within the next few days.

fter the reports. S.
assador Conor

d tfent for aj
nt to the theatre. There was an excellent play|

e islantowe we

Nicky, Diary -_29J4ar^-jStJPetersbu
ITrffl^momTldidTlotof^^"^
Dofgpruky a

nt h
agin. A

cafieyo pr
dor

s. At

wr _cilled Miendsf'jin Alix's hanriLKuwForrrkws Nicky mine no word'; ran express how
ideeply/ love - more and more, day by day, deeper - truer. Lovy sweet do you believe
'it, do you feel hearty throb so quickly, and only for you, my husband, ----- —-

e nM

1 April The weather was good but overcast. Xenia brought Irina to our little one's
bath. She also weighs 20'<< pounds, but our daughter is fatter!

Vour aMCffllflJIe coi

7 The coronation of Nicholas as Tsar of all the Russia; had been fixed for 14 Ma;

KR, Diary_- 10 April - St Petersburg '

Br VUmome her shyness, Learned from her that she will have io JTBpTPMttjTtfre*
iaby before ner departure to’r Moscow.' A^tKe'MbTn^rrrSTfrTs reedTKK'o'n^^ 3 USy,1 In
he morning while she has cdtteTWfflrtfllAEmperor; I asked when exactiji; Before ' $

l>he replied thai the Infant teeds'wTTTTrnT^rmKingTiCTTCTTO' j
Pow delightful k

aiser Wilhelm II to Nicky - 7 April - Coburg
earest Nicky,
'I*?

it vraS"mygQpd fortune to be able to help you to
;e<;ure that charming and accomplished angel who is now your wife
' a—— .

hiOHMMKl. May Cod's blessing be ofl-YQu both especially in the next month when
you are going to be crowned under admiring assistance of tneworTT^*’^-

11 hMuiunt TTinntiiiiigrit I nnntnna tn tniftt th nt i dtdww
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o you in this way, but I do not know whether 1 tol 1

Geor; ie

wu^fAhWbefgre^

ved Grandmama. I hope she ran go out as
hing reminds me here so mu h of when ;he

see her such a big, fat little creature laughing and
e our breakfast 1 give her hers. She weighs m w a IP tie

course not as long. Xenia and Sandro are coining lor two

Ntfto to Erppress Marie - 16 April =Jsarskne Seln
<'t..rrnk.. I - - -I---1-yF-' -wlMreapi li ^detail
about the anxiety and worry you went throughwhen Georgy__siarted coughin: L

n. 'Ask Godinfaith, and ye^Ra!TfecfiE3^fhe^_uard£^i^parLcul_arl:’
dear to me, bdEause Wlive whole years I repeated them everv night as t n™ved-t.L
fcoTto smooth Mix’s path to Orthodoxy and tP-Five her rn-me a-- mv wife. Porgiv;

ot romirgwant to tell you how disappointed both May and I arc that we
Slble for y u to co

sendU nclt Arthur. I was
to the Coronation, I regret it most deeply. Of course it was it
anything after Grandmama had told you she was goi

other anyone about ., else I
e ago and asked you to write to h :r

d everybody in Englanc expectec that we
settled that the Connaughts wen- going I must

so certain that she would send us that I did
should certainly have written to you a ion
to say that you would like us to com
were going, and when at last it

s nothing to be done.
51d friends and we understand each other so well and bo h

say J was furious, but ther
But we are both s

you and Alix
she no

Even dear Nicky, your very devoted cousin and friend

y first cousins, and you don’t know Uncle Arthur very veil ar d

Alix to Empress Marie - 17 April - Tsarskoe Selo
Darling sweet Mother dear,

I cannot tell you how delighted I was when the Feldjager bro
letter; I never thought you would find time to answer it. S
again not been so well, but I am sure it must be a co
least. What a misfortune it is, and when he was j

t me ’.our d< ar
oor dear Georgy 1 as

to vou to be ncnr aim at
eeling better again ( od gr; nt

he may soon be quite strong and well again, s
at Turbie, and are not constantly worried

Baby is flourishing and kisses her b
soon as it gets a little warmer. Ev
was born, and it is so strange
cooing away. Whilst we
more than Irina, but i
nights as he is 'duj<ur' on Sunday; that day there will be a dinner for l-e dmand.

Grandmama rote to me how delighted she has been tc, see von afte" sc in; ns

bdies you sent are excellent and I thank you for them ever m> much!
WiSing vou very tenderly, I remain, Darling Mother dear, v drepl devoted

lid.

J 40

George, Duke of York to Nicky - 17 April - Copenhagen
My dear old Nicky

at you can quietiv emoy .’o.tr smy
his account

years.
The
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Ella to Nicky - 20 April - Moscow

Flla

frHifiKaEjfl

this. God will hel{\us! , g »
?Brrtff^^ribF^_f£liffig^fa^here_are_sojnany_pgtty meaningless affairs *d M

before Moscow*itis as if my gentlemen ministers havedecmeo to wear dUl, thejg •V Jj
V--" 7—"^WTnffTTTgOT^Ftiramazedjny hegd hasn't bursl_wUh-alLJ
bisLbeingsiiiNeci jmS^MxaruT^eTabv are doing extremely well, thank God ] I

^nd looR^wonderful: our nttle-daught^^eTnounder and chubbier. I m

Nicky to Empress Marie - 27 April - Tsarskoe Selo
rrgjffiSSngJnahwesnould look upor^HTthe difficult ce^^ffronj^s in Moscow {the
coronation] as a greaMnaHenH^ffiy God, as at every step we will have_to repeat
vyhat we^j^^unng tRoge~won^ermFffappy^ys tmrteen vears^ago! Tfi^'orily1
thought tjiatToriso^e^reTnnaFwe^nnever have ly^^riorrnffi^ffiCTitFRain

Dearest Nicky.
At last the weather has changed and we have heat like in summer, so that 1

it will be green for the coronation. Please tell Alix: the furs I send tonight
telegraphed to Ducky saying a Feldjager will take it to Darmstadt.

I had a letter today from my old lady the Princess Golitsyn, in
'on avait sonde le terrain si le Prince serait A Moscou'
whether the Prince would be in Moscow] and that th
mentioned that the intention had been he should b

ch she savs that
e had sounded out

said no, now somebody
tached to the Hessian court,

iCy, so that I now ask you: did vouof course such an honour would be an immens
have an idea of his coming for that reason?
ly telegraph you w.sh him to come or t
her know them directly. You see he

s it for Ducky, if so, could you kind-
all have already been chosen as 1 will let

uld have to get his uniform in order as they
always live in the country. What s so kind of you was placing Olsoufieff for Ernie.
His father was with the late press and he has a veneration for all the Hessian
family.

1 fear you must be rladen with work. Here the town is topsy-turvy with ‘he
oise and Sergei2 works hard daily with all the affairspreparations - dus

I do hope yq ave quite good news about Georgy, now the winds, which come
in spring, a^<so fearfully trying for those, whose lungs are delicate.

Tend isses from Sergei to you three - from your loving Sister,

have

a^e so persist

Nicky, Diary - 29Agril - Tsarskoe Selo
Today the unbearable Bolish nanny left; what a relief to be nd of her at last'

7 May - Moscow Woke upSothe same depressing weather as yesterday. In the
morning walked for a few minutt^in the garden. Received the Emir of Bokhara and
the Khan of Khiva and their suites\hnie, Ducky, Victoria, Ludwig, Ella and Uncle
Sergei lunched with us. We showed theh^our little daughter. Received Henry's huge
suite; and the princes of Baden, WurttembHgand Japan. In between all this I read

Learned of the death of Arch-duke Karl LuSwig, who should have come here

1 Grand Duke Sergei was Governor-General of Moscow.
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17 May
Empress

►a

majesty.
Jo wag er
e- own

KR,J3iary - 15 May - Moscow
The \umiQitiQns were-magical 
was rechiving congratulations fi
stream oncostly dishes were off
several big Babies in the Andrey

„ could that amount of mon^yh;

IfflLAU) o'clock w£ went up
trio illuminations on the Ivan the GreatTelflower, after whiclfalf

lallS pt tftc KtejpjJp were lit la^ sTO<!6^1VUl^. ’"**
went to bed~eariy.. ~ ~~~ - -

expression of piety and supplication^Tfis whole countenance err anated
The young Tsarina is the embodiment of kindness and goodness. The
Empress looked as young as she did 13 years ago. on the ca- of
Coronation.

When the Emperor and his consort mounted their thrones, the digunai
ing their regalia and their assistants blocked my view, so that 1 could hardh see ar y-
thing; I could only glimpse the Emperor with difficulty, but I coulc hear perfectly
as he recited the Credo. His assistants were Vladimir and Mish; "?e ■' he ped h.m
put on the purple mantle; at this point his large Andreevsky <ham a-;th ’he
diamonds broke.,

could just see as he raised the crown onto his own head, and took th orb rnd
sceptre; but I could not see anything of the Empress kneeling before him; 1 was o aly
able to catch sight of him raising her to her feet and kissing her I could hardly hear
the speech of the Metropolitan Palady. In the same way I hardly heard the prayer
read by the Emperor as he kneeled. It was only when everybody else fell to their
knees and the Emperor alone remained standing, that i was able to gaze on him.

The Emperor embraced me; I nearly burst into tears and said; 'Chri .t Oe v/ith
.rr----------- ----------t-------------------- -—- ■ ■ r i» > 1 j ,

“flScEyHBiary - 14 May - Moscow
A great, solemn day for Alix, Mama and myself, but one full of maraUgmujy We ■
were on our ieet IfOH! fl B Click in the ritBHllIl^ IffflU^h (Wr processp’n UFB“S)t ’ I
tnpve otl until y,J0. LUtkily, the weather was heaveriiy. • J [

Jhe Grand Stalrca'se presented a glittenflg Sight."Everything took p.aoe ir the I
Uspensky cathedral, and althgugb it seem?TffirS*OTl!llHl, I Will igllltllllllgtTTT'rfff^s

144

Nicky, Diary -17 May - Moscow
The Weather was wonderfu]^aff*3hy. For the first time the mornMP'was f'ee W<
went toSqsit Xenia m>t^ndro anti then Emj^gffffLkVky Wf/had ! tnSieon wit!
Mama and>kta>ar?o'clnck gather*d-*rp5tairs for the lMW?*cnigra'ulatiS^s. Th;-

..._ ...ui, r.ranri Duchesses, then the ladies-in-waiting anti aft r the ladhs,< ‘
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Oh- jU
f JT\ Vladimfris

“ rlpci skins. ;

28 May We all had luncheon together, there were almost 30 jeopl . ..ay down ’
and fell asleep for an hour and a half. At 5 o'clock the whole familv d n e in three
carriages. We picked lilac and lily-of-the-valley. —

Nicky, Diary - 27 May - Ilinskoe
Awoke with the wonderful realization that everything is over and that i is now pos- j
sible to live for oneself, quietly and peacefully! It was sultry all day / her coffee I
went for a walk and inspected all the surroundings of the house 

- 2U May - St Petersburg i
I have been tormented by doubts: should I tell Sergei about what I consider to have
been his mistakes? I certainly don't want to talk to him Sergei does -.ot like any-
one to disagree with him, he gets annoyed and loses his capacity to hink toolly
and logically. And there would be no use in writing to him. A quarrel < >uld a-ise as
a result of a letter.

onl^h^mg^^wa^nm^jjgjjjjxjil But he is surrounded by ad 'isors.
TsTonstantTyg^m^Tmrr^dvice and even prompts him to revoke existing

decisions, as for instance in the matter of Pahlen's appointment. 'I he ; randa e was
already prepared. Sergei, supported by Vladimir and Pavel - although n me ot them '
had read the script of the mandate - decided to ask to be relieved of h > post - and/
so the Emperor never signed the mandate. /

150

wznofhov wv rni.>Sion 11 SUCn

ILKR- Pfory - 8 June - St Petersburg
yj_Tn 'three daysTfi?
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a way as to exonerate both the Moscow governor general and the Court ministry
Then Vorontsov suggested the appointment of Pahlen. The Emperor readily agreed

In the end, He went back on his decision, when Vladimir and his brother'
declared that, if Cour^Jlahlen was appointed, they wJuTd all resign from their
posts. 4pw outrageous can you get: to permit yourself, In an autocratic state to givi
an ultimatum to the Emperor, to threaten and frighten!! Oh! If only the Empgroi.
was sterner and stronger! v ' — 

2 July It was painful for me to note that muted antagonism has broken out
between Empress Marie and her daughter-in-law? l am even more convinced thar
fever that tire EmperorlackfifiSQlye; he is~toqjea?ily swayed in. his opinion by who­
ever talked to him last. The Empress is deeply perturbed, as are we all, that he signee
Pahlen's mandate, and then revoked it. It is all so unfortunat^andembarrassin^l

12 July Sergei Mikhailovich6 and I talked about the Emperor. Sergei said that he
had got to know him very well, while he was still heir, and that he loved him very
much. Sergei puts down his lack of resolve and firmness to his upbringing; he alsc
confirmed my opinion: that no one, if you like, can have a constant influence on
the Emperor; unfortunately he is likely to be influenced by the last view expressed.

This tendency, to agree with the last opinion voiced, will probably get Worse over
the years. How painful, how sad, and.how dangerous! 

Geor
I was

'fhe“p
condi

Nicky to
1 don't want to talk about Moscow - it makes me sick to remember, it's not partic-
ularly comforting to think about the sad side of the coronation. This year seems to
be a year of hard labour, with Alix and me as the martyrs: Moscow In the spring,
and now soon all these intolerable foreign visits. First of all we are going to Austria, „
then Kiev, Germany^ Penmark, England, France and, finally Darmstadt;, there at
lefet we can hope for a complete rest. An attractive prospect, don't you think?

On top of it, we shall have to drag our poor little daughter with us, as all the rel­
atives want to see her. I can imagine what the French will get up to in Paris - maybe
they really will rename it Napolcondra, or something like it!

Xenia, Diary - 29 July - Mikhailovskoe
We had tea with Nicky and Alix. They only returned at about 6 o'clock.JNicky went
duck shooting and killed 72 birds! We chatted a lot. Nicky clearly understands now
Sbout thfFuncles, and says that he won't try to keep tllEIfl tUUU It llltl?

*«eit heads w resign!

K ■



FROM :nN FAX NO. :5084872136 Ju’-. 18 200a 1: : 24’ N P2

152

In general our dear uncles have behaved in a thoroughly improper name
recently. I am amazed at their effrontery, and even more by your patience.

Sandro Memoirs
Nicky spent the first ten years of his reign sitting behind a massive desk ir th,
palace and listening with near awe to the well-rehearsed bellowir^of^liumweng^
uncles. He drea5e?T^^^^ralone*with them. ~ "***—

Nickyrto Empress Marie - 13 September - Balmoral Castle
J cannfct tell you how touched I was by your upaapetted visit to the yacht :
the arrival of the family, as well as by thg^kfnd wordslyou found time t^nte 11
my album! Alix and I watched a longtime as you wer| carried awasj^ythe utti r
Tsarevna, Vut as you were sittine^liong the crew, we aauld not s«/for the crow
We stood together on the bns^fT so as to see the familiar shor^m the ast time it
we sailed byXam so hanp^that Alix enjoyed Denmark y^o rryj^n. she was quite st 1
to leave!

X^Xia to Nicky - 22 September - Ai-Todor

I can imagine what awaits you in Paris! In general this trip won't be gay, and 1 dor t
envy you - on the contrary I pity you with all my heart. At least in Denmark eve i
though y\i weren't there for long, you were able to be quiet and rest a little. Ti e
whole familtavere delighted to see you and Alix, who made a wonderful impression
on everyone. \

It's such a pityuhat you are not able to come here! But maybe it might be possi­
ble next year - in the spring or autumn. Evenings and nights arc so warm that v e
dined on the balcony Baby is growing up wonderfully. Now, if you stand her < n
her feet, she can remain there for a few seconds without any help; she is a rea j
trying to take a few stepk which amuses her greatly, and is constantly asking to >e
put on the floor!! \

1 October Your visit to ParisVas quite a grandiose affair! Thank Goc it al. wt it
off so brilliantly and without iDhitch. I am sure that all the things you saw v. 1!
never be erased from your memory But now I think you must be glac* 1 o’ a -vst 3’
last, and to have some time for yourselves.

Nicky to Queen Victoria - 10 October -\eues Palais, Darmstadt
Dearest Grandmama, \

I am so sorry to have kept you waiting so \ng for my answer and not to h ve
thanked you at once, for your two letters. Of co\se by this time you will 1- a-. e j- id
all the details of our wonderful stay in France. Tye three days at Pans were v n
interesting but rather trying and I had hardly time\nough to occupy nivsri v t!
serious matters and even no real conversations with the principal men

When I arrived here, there were four messengers waiting for me and it t ■< >k ne
over a week to finish all that business. I am sorry not to\e able to ghe you nv
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hml upMni

mt) liii.L'^ignTHESaiBt^saiMriMA^—
*Tf^otgypt, 1 must own, dearest Grandmama',
character, as it does not only concern France alone, but the whole of Europe. It is
of the highest interest for Russia to have her shortest communication sea route with
East Siberia free and open. The British occupation of Egypt is a constant threat to
our maritime route to the Far East, because it is clear that who so ever Is the master
of the valley of the Nile, the same holds possession of the Suez canal. This is the
reason why Russia and France do not approve of England remaining in that part of
Ute woild and why the two countries want the real integrity of the Canal. Politics
alasl are not the same as private or domestic affairs and they are not guided Doper­
spina^ or relationship feelings. History is one's real positive tefcher in these matters'1

me persontJfty^xcqJt that, I have always got the sacred example of my
beloved Father and also the result and proof of all His deeds!

Mr de Staal would explain you all these difficulties about Egypt very clearly if you
once gave him the opportunity of speaking to you openly. But now enough of 1
pol itics! ■«>

1 ULI ITO^WTHTnagmeTTixs joy of being once more quietly atjjprtLTTam happy
too to be here and rest for a short while, after having trajgJtetfror nearly six weeks
without stopping, in the beginning the weatherwfts»M^ely and we took long drives
to the different pretty places about Darmjt«K^ugenheim, Wolfsgarten, etc. all so
new to me. We go very often to thg^tl^eStre, which is, I think, excellent and such a
good way of occupying onei®*Smngs. But unfortunately our stay here comes to an
end in a week; I shaHJae'fust as sorry as Alix to leave this peaceful place.

Now goodbvg<<!earest Grandmama, with my best love to all, believe me your
most lovj^fand devoted grandson

Nicky

Ella to Queen Victoria - 3 November - Moscow
Dearest Grandmama,

Such loving thanks for your dear letter and charming presents J>^as such a joy
having news about you through Alix and Nicky. We thorougjai^enjoyed ourselves
together at Darmstadt and travelled most pleasantly tqgemer home. It must have
been a great astonishment as people were saying^md not like each other etc. |
Well the abominable lies told about us to thera*tfre not edifying, the intrigues were i
simply disgusting but one day I trust all tij£*’fruth will come out and the great thing
is to have a clearconsgi^QgajififBIgjra^ijvhocan change the unkindness of_the
j&orld, in~this case a set of jealou^^fftrlguerT t

'Our defigRTSnonme^tte^^ned us both up, although poor Sergei loqk$_£££y
thjn-J*eople I suppose coykfnot believe that we were harmless and happy, so began
to prove the contrary/"'*’^

Really we wanfzfothlng, we are very happy, we try to do our duty and I must say
it sounds vajXpeople here like us and again proved their affection by receiving us
most wffly when we arrived the other day here. Well in everything bad there is
good^id we have now our eyes open and some really true friends and after all few
enemies.

" British Prime Minister.


