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1 Jetzinger (G), p. 73'JJetzinger (E), pp. 52-53; “Aus Adolf Hitlers Jugend­
land.” HA, File 17, Reel 1A. A copy of the announcement is in the Veit
family material, yet there is no indication of a contact between the two
families during the preceding twenty-six years. HA, File 17A, Reel 1A.

Here [rests in God
Alois Hitler

Higher Customs/Officer and Householder
Died 3 January; 1903, in his 65th year.1

The formal arrangement for the funeral and burial was merely the
first of the problems facing Klara. Her husband’s estate had to be
settled, the pensions arranged, and the legal position of herself and
the children clarified. Under the standing regulations of the customs

' office, she received a lump-sum payment at the time of Alois’ death
of 605 kronen (3O2'/2 florins). She was also entitled to draw an annual
pension half as large as her husband’s and a yearly payment of
240 kronen for each child under twenty-four who was not self-sup­
porting. Excluding the lUmp-sum payment, Klara received a first-year

( pension of 1,930 kropen for herself and the three children. This

In the days immediately following1 Alois’ death, Klara and the child­
ren had to take care of all the numbing chores which mark the end
of one era and the beginning of another. The formal announcement
of death was printed and sent to relations and acquaintances. A long,

-j laudatory obituary appeared in the Linz paper. The funeral itself was
I '"'costly and ostentatious enough’tb’ushef out an Imperial Customs

Official. The body was interred in the Leonding cemetery under a
stone which bore a portrait of the deceased and an inscription:
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' Jetzinger (G), pp. 124-2S; Jetzinger (E), pp. 79-81.
’ A summary of the legal situation appears in Coldstream, p. 72.
* Jetzinger (G), pp. 126-27; Jetzinger (E), pp. 81-83.

ely~500 kronen less than th/: family had receivedwas appro
while Alois was alive, and in view of reduced/expenditures, probably
resulted in no decline in its standard of living.

The arrangements with the customs offjbe were completed in a
routine manner, but the settling of the estate involved complications.
Under the law, Klara, a mere female, cou/d act as guardian only in
concert with a second, male, guardian.
Alois’ old friend, Josef Maycrhofcr, wa/ appointed guardian of the
children.3 Mayerhofer and Klara set aside/part of the estate as legacies
payable to the children at the age of eighteen. Alois Junior, who was
eligible for immediate payment, received the minimum required by
law, 305 kronen, from his father, an<f the additional 1,000 kronen
that his mother, Franziska Matzelbejlger, had left for him. Adolf,
Paula, and Angela each received 652/ kronen from their father, and
Angela, the only other child old enq'ugh to receive immediate pay­
ment, also obtained the 1,000 kronen that Franziska had left her.
The bequests for young Alois and /Angela seem to have been met
by using available funds, but the oney due Adolf and Paula was
covered by a lien on the family ho/ne. Four years earlier, Alois had
paid 7,700 kronen for the house,/of which 5,200 kronen had been
paid in cash and 2,500 carried as £ mortgage. None of the mortgage
had been retired, so Klara’s capital consisted of approximately 3,700
kronen (5,000 kronen, less l,3p0 kronen due Adolf and Paula),
assuming the value of the hous'e had not diminished.4 The family
emerged from the legal proceedings in a solid position, with sizeable
sums set aside for the children/ and an adequate income backed by
comfortable reserves.

Alois’ death was, of course/ much more than a financial problem.
After the family had struggled through the technical difficulties, the
real adjustment still lay before them. They had to feel their way amid
bruised emotions and the ^udden and startling discovery, made a
dozen times a day, that Al/bis was gone, and things would never be
the same. We do not kno/v what scars were left on Klara and the
girls by Alois’ passing, no do we have reasonable grounds for spe­
culation, but significant/ changes occurred in the framework of
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Natural History were marked 5, 'below standard’. Adolf had,
therefore, to remain in the First Form for another year.

It would be wrong to deduce lack of talent on Adolf’s part
I from this report. Many boys, particularly those who had come

from a country school, failed to get their remove from the lowest
form in their first year at secondary school and yet ultimately

-si^bccame good pupils. The report shows clearly enough that Adolf
^X^Kked the will rather than the capacity to learn.

~ m I. Age 12-1} /
In this year” Adolf covered the same ground as in his first,

and reached a pass standard in all subjects. In'"conduct and
diligence he even'managed to improve,-receiving ‘good’ and
.‘.very satisfactory’.' *

—------- —
assured me that this was so, but Adolf’s bad record over the t
previous four years in any case makes it probable. Adolf then
transferred to the nearest available secondary school, which was i
ar5teyr;‘;The distance from his home was about fifteen miles, and
his mother therefore rented a room for him there. Hitler’s boast—
that he ‘sailed through’ the entrance examination was, incidentally,
an"empty one, because there was no-such-test:—

in. Age 14-ij I q & £Fi
Report ard in French; conduct, very satisfactory;

diligence, again fluctuating. Dr. Huemer was in France in the
autumn, when Adolf had to sit his
master, Dx^-.GqSgj?c6rrect$l„tHii

m.Agei}-I4
Sat? ring this school year, just before the end of the

Christmas holidays, that Adolf’s father died (3rd January 1903).
In his report Adolf received 5, ‘below standard’, in Mathematics, (
a 3 for Conduct, and his Diligence was once again ‘variable’.
Before the start of the following school year he had to sit a
recapitulation exam in mathematics, which he passed.

Fourfhji

Tbi

Moral Conduct ..
Diligence
Religious Instruction
German
Geography . .
History
Mathematics
Chemistry . .
Physics
Freehand drawing
Gymnastics
Shorthand ..

Tschool report forVut-ytfar is still in existence
reproduced in the Munich-magazine Rowe, No. The
report, dated 16th September 1905, was as follows:

3, very satisfactory.
4, irregular.
4, adequate.
5, below standard.
4, adequate.
4, adequate.
5, below standard.
4, adequate.
3, very satisfactory.
2, good.

Thus, apart from shorthand, which was a voluntary subject,
Hitler failed to reach the required standard in two subjects, namely
German and Maths. If he had stayed at school, therefore, he would
have remained in the same form throughout the following
Instead, he left, no doubt on the advice of his teachers.

Judging by this report, the young Adolf m
preternaturally lazy, fhe letters he wrote at
his ‘5’ in German was richly deserve

""history is interesting when compare
Kampf, ‘By far my best work in geography, and better still
in world history, my two fjvAurite subjects in which I shot ahead
of the rest of the form.’

is time show that

5o much for the accuracy of Mein Kampf1
awing has been preserved of Hitler, aged

during his schooling in Steyr. It was made by
ij<f, Sturmlechner, and according to former fellow
inz, is a good likeness, though it makes Adolf loot

seedifZthan they remembered him. It shows a flat-chested yout
narrow face, sharp nose, hair unkempt and the beginnings

of a moustache, staring into space. The total impression is almost

A pen-and-ink
sixteen, as he w
his class-m

5, below standard.

have been

nd hiF ‘adequate’ in
ith his statement in Mein

pupils i



YCHOPATHIC GOD: ADOLF HITLER
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Since Adolf failed to. reach, the
subiectSS • mathemiStjpg"' German)*
re^eabi'the’'Tbnn’.-YIhsteadrj' ... tool.?His failure in
German is not surprising to those who have read Mein Kampf or any
of his adult letters in the original His marks in history and geography
scarcely support the boast in his memoirs that “by far my best work
was in geography and better still in world history, my two favorite
subjects in which I shot ahead of the rest of the form ” 70

Thus, by the age of u, Adolf was no longer the obedient star pupil

The prepubertal le ing difficulties and academic troubles noted
by Dr. Bios also pl agued. ybpng Hitler. Through the years when he at­
tended Volksschule j’agejj'.G—Xe)<- Adolfs school record was excellent.
.Herr Lehrer Karl Miftermaier hlMeacher in'thp Utt]? elementary school
--j - j] which■ he attended.from 'tIfeTages'7E?'''six:'to eight, ■remem-
&red him~a? t . -
entally ver

...Moral conduct—3
Diligence—4

I Religious instruction—4
' ... (^German—

.7 Geography—4
History—4______

■ ^Mathematics—5^3
Chemistry—4
Physics—3
Freehand drawing—2
Gymnastic^—1
Shorthand [optional]—5

erT*~o5edien?..fet^Jiyelyi" Similar reports have'
_____ ________ ejchool'afLambach'f^fs B-^ Y Here he was an ex­

cellent student and pn asaej- to the- hoyskchpir-of' the '~~~1 ~
Young Adolf also di^vefyWelFi^IieVoffissSKuTe 'InfLeondind, which
he attended for half a year in ,1899.
-------But when.he entered tfoe| ffeirtsc/tule [in L1 iff’Septemoer 1900 at
the age , of 11, striking changes’ appeared :4n his- wnSvior." He 'hbw
seemed unabld'or unwilling to.concentrate on his studies. His first year
w’ent so badly and was so far "below standard" that he was obliged
to repeat the form. The second year went rather better—since he was
repeating all subjects—but during the third year (1902-1903).he failed S
in mathematics and his diligence"'-wa's''''vafiable." By 1904 he was ,t_.
doing s.o badly; that: he .was passed, only on.the condition that he leave .
the Linz Realschu^. His.Tnother; was'obliged‘tp .send) him: to”the., school
at S^yr’alzqul’i'lsZmiles’front his home; where she rented a room' *
him. His report’-card-(dated ■btGTSep.ternb.eEyrgps-Ms-stilT in ,;existe
Ori a'scale with 1 as excellent, 2 good, 3 satisfactory, 4 adequate,
5 below standard, young Hitler received the following grades:

.■ ...... -■■■• —a.

n-obliged 'to "
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The Child As Father to the A

of previous years. Indeed
period, described him as
gument alive, sei I-opinion
had obvious difficulty tn
his fellow pupils their 1
the role of leader. . . .
Dr. Gissinger. reported st,
said emphatically that he
distinctly remembered "I
the wind " One of Hitler
He said his friends all co
that he liked to climb a
audiences.'7 Many other
fantasies (including belb
monorchids . are recorde
during his mature years.

The age of 11 -12 a
awareness, produces gre
which in Adolf was almo:
solicitous mother had ex
about his sexual developm
of 11 or 12 of a frightenet
act of masturbation. It st
anxiety and fears onto tht
Government Archives tn (
it thinks that the teache
and "arrogant." and that :
But that cannot be an it
appearance at the St Lc
Adolf drew the picture (p.

In order to help mast
defect, disturbed monorcl
missing testicle In additi
concerned about eyes. Hit!
and others began to notic
school teacher. Dr Gissing
Kubizek first 'met him. he
compelling eyes and recaL
As we have noted, the adu
ticed "piercing stares" in
with his eyes. He would si
would stare them down. 1:
and to himself. "See. 1 do
can penetrate and domina
dusa of the piercing eyei
might also consider Hitler'
substitute for Hawed genii
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YCHOPATHIC GOD: ADOLF HITLER

On a' scale with 1 as excellent, 2 good, 3 satisfactory, 4 adequate, arid
5 below standard, young Hitler received the following grades: /

|. The prepubertal lemming difficulties and academic troubles noted ;
I by Dr. Bios also plagued,,ybpng.HiLlpr. Through the years when he at-
■' ' 7 tenc^e^ Volksschule ,(agesifi^jx)Adolf's school record was excellent. >

^Herr Lehrer Kar] Mmerrnaler' his .teacher inthe htt]p elementary ^chnnl . 1
’ J which he attended from tKe^agexST^iLt^ejghtrremem- '

K ydj^red him *as th^tar of hisfsclioblT "Full marksxn’every-subject. .
t ^Jvlentally very^mtg^jnerT .obedien? but'lively." Similar reports have
F 'IMcprim~dunil 1 Win the school'at'l:ambach''('aeps . Here he was an ex-

f/cellent student and an_assfit to the boys- choir of thejgf^jaflaaatoijt*-- • »
K /feffz IV Y°ung Adolf also did very weTFmtB?*yoBtssc7iu!r‘ir^Leondind, which
jj ( v he attended for half a year in 1899. «• I.
s: ... K_____ But when he entered the|Retrtschule|in Lffl^irrSeptemoer 1900 atE j
!' Z the age of. 11, striking changes' appeared in hisMreiTSvior.' He'nbw^ \
D [7$ ' 'seemed’u'naljle’or unwilling to.concentrate on his studies. His first year
S yfv' . went so badly and was so far “below standard" that he was obliged
1 Z* j ' to repeat the form. The second year went rather better—since he was ’ .
Z repeating all subjects—but during the third year (1902-1903) ,he failed. S >/

in mathematics and his diligencd:1'wa's''"Vafiabre.’’ By X904 he. was,u /
I ■ a doing'so-badly that he was passed, only on the conditiomthat he leave . f

i [ YI the Linz Realschule.■ His7rio.thef;:w'aybblfge^ip\send7hnn'tb''the sphool Z ?
at Styr, a.h.out'T5;'milps'from_his home, where she rented a roqmjfor yx L

|! C_ / fy&X him. liis report;Card- (datbd ;i6r;Sep.temb.eiM^O5-)-is--sti]rih;'e?dsfencez '

Geography—4
History—4

'■"Moral conduct—3
Diligence—4

Since Adolf failed to reach the mmimuiir standard in two xequiredX
subjects,. mathemati.csZand“Germa^^?Jwo.uld.-haye -been- obliged to

irepeaf the fonni -Ihstead; . he •^bpp'ed'^.ut'[of/ school. 'His failure in
1 German is not surprising to those who h'ave read Mein Kampf or any
of his adult letters in the original. His marks in history and geography
scarcely support the boast in his memoirs that “by far my best work
was in geography and better still in world history, my two favorite
subjects in which I shot ahead of the rest of the form." 70

Thus, by the age of 11, Adolf was no longer the obedient star pupil

• ^Mathematics—5^
Chemistry—4
Physics—3
Freehand drawing—2

^Gymnastic;—1
Shorthand [optional]—5
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.:ealschule, the secondary school
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.".vice he had to repeat a grade,
after passing a special examina-
.iarly gave him the mark Four
.ring, and gymnastics did he re-
i all other subjects he scarcely
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Iri ---- AND DEPARTURE. ■ . 19

E; port card'of September, 1905, noted “unsatisfactory” in German,
Er mathematics, and stenography. Even in geography and history, which
EL; he himself called his favorite subjects and maintained that he “led the
■p? .class,”0 he received only failing grades. On the whole, his record was
Err so poor that he left the school.
E.. This debacle is unquestionably due to a complex of reasons. One
E' ''.'significant factor must have been humiliation. If we are to believe
E "Hitler’s story that in the peasant village of Leonding he was the un-
K contested leader of his playmates—not altogether impmhnhlr for the
K sqn of a civil servant, given the self-esteem of officialdom in Imperial
■ft Austria—his sense of status must have suffered a blow in urban Linz.

For here he found himself a rough-hewn rustic, a despised outsider
KtA among the sons of academics, businessmen, and persons of quality. It ■
Ei't is true that at the turn of the century Linz, in spite of its frO.OOO in-
|..p habitants, was still pretty much of a provincial town with all the
lL?-i dreariness and somnolence the term connotes. Nevertheless, the city
Ik.?,1 certainly impressed upon Hitler a sense of class distinctions. He made
K ’ “no friends and pals” at the Realschule. Nor was the situation any better
E‘ at the home of ugly old Frau Sekira, where for a time he boarded with
f.'. five other schoolmates "his age during the school week. He remained
1' stiff, aloof, a stranger. One of the former boarders recalls: “None of
» ■ the five other boys made friends with him. Whereas we schoolmates

naturally called one another du, he addressed us as Sie, and we also
f, said Sie to him and did not even think there was anything odd about it.”

Significantly, Hitler himself at this time first began making those asser-
£. tions about coming from a good family which in the future unmistakably

*s~amped till! style and his lllaniiSr. Tfib adolescent fop in Linz, as well
I: as the subsequent proletarian in Vienna, would seem to have acquired
K a tenacious “class consciousness” and a determination to succeed.
ff te Hitler later represented his failure at secondary school as a way of
ff defying his father, who wanted to steer him into the civil service where
| the father himself had had so successful a career. In after years Hitler
v told a vivid story about being taken to the main customs office in Linz;

Ihis father hoped the visit would fill him with enthusiasm for the profes­
sion, while he himself was filled with “repugnance and hatred” and
could see the place only as a "government cage” in which "the old men
sat crouching on top of one another, as close as monkeys.” But the
description of the allegedly prolonged conflict, which Hitler dramatized

i as a grim struggle between two men of iron will, has since been ex-
f. posed as pure fantasy.
, In fact, we must rather assume that his father paid little attention to
; his son’s vocational future. Certainly he did not insist upon any one

course. That is apparent if only because attendance at the Gymnasium
' would have been much more to the point for a civil service career, given
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Natural History were marked 5, ‘below standard’. Adolf had,
therefore, to remain in the First Form for another year.

It would be wrong to deduce lack of talent on Adolf’s part
from this report. Many boys, particularly those who had come
from a country school, failed to get their remove from the lowest
form in their first year at secondary school and yet ultimately
,bccame good pupils. The report shows clearly enough that Adolf
Ia£lj:ed the will rather than the capacity to learn.

m I. Age 12-1) /
covered die same ground as in his first,

'■''''.Second yid.
In this year

and reached a pass standard in all subjects. In’conduct and a
diligence-he even-‘managed to improve,---receiving ‘good’ and 5
.‘.very satisfactory’;1 * j

U. Age i}-14 ’
^Hiring this school year, just before the end of the )

Christmas holidays, that Adolf’s father died (3rd January 1903).
In his report Adolf received 5, ‘below standard’, in Mathematics, J
a 3 for Conduct, and his Diligence was once again ‘variable’.
Before the start of the following school year he had to sit a j
recapitulation exam in mathematics, which he passed.

Fourthy III. Age z 4-1; ■
Report ard in French; conduct, very satisfactory;

diligence, again fluctuating. Dr. Huemer was in France in the 3
autumn, when Adolfhadtp sithis.examin&cnch,iand^qianpiiie£iw.

ted the 'papers. Vie’awardecLAdolf a L>
■ - __ .'’K^i^dtH^cfedSl^fi^iiuemef lias

assured me that this was so, but Adolf’s bad record over the i j
previous four years in any case makes it probable. Adolf then :
transferred to the nearest available secondary school, which was ?
..tjStcyr.fT-.e distance from his home was about fifteen miles, and fl
his mother therefore rented a room for him there. Hitler’s boast—!
that he ‘sailed through’ the entrance examination was, incidentally, I

Tbii

master, D

Moral Conduct ..
Diligence . .
Religious Instruction
German
Geography ..
History
Mathematics
Chemistry . .
Physics
Freehand drawing
Gymnastics
Shorthand . .

SECONDARY SCHOOL

I v/(StcyFbAge ij-16
j^gfSIf’s'school report for >iuL-yt?ar is still in existence a

reproduced in the Munich-magazine Rerwf, No. The
report, dated 16th September 1905, was as follows:

3, very satisfactory.
4, irregular.
4, adequate.
5, below standard.
4, adequate.
4, adequate.
5, below standard.
4, adequate.
3, very satisfactory.
2, good.

5, below standard.

Thus, apart from shorthand, which was a voluntary subject,
Hitler failed to reach the required standard in two subjects, namely
German and Maths. If he had stayed at school, therefore, he would
have remained in the same form throughout the following
Instead, he left, no doubt on the advice of his teachers.

Judging by this report, the young Adolf m
preternaturally lazy. The letters he wrote at ____
his ‘5’ in German was richly deserve nd his ‘adequate’ inj
history is interesting when coi ith his statement in Mein
Kampf, ‘By far my best work in geography, and better still
in world history, my two favourite subjects in which I shot ahead
of the rest of the form.’

is time show that

A pen-and-ink
sixteen, as he w
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during his schooling in Steyr. It was made by
his class-max', Sturmlechner, and according to former fellowV
pupils i inz, is a good likeness, though it makes Adolf look
seedipt''than they remembered him. It shows a flat-chested youth­

narrow face, sharp nose, hair unkempt and the beginnings
of a moustache, staring into space. The total impression is almost
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the horizons, with power over all living creatures, perpetually at war
with the inferior races and consigning them to their doom. Long after
his boyhood was over he continued to read these novels, and he was
reading them again while he fought the war against Russia, which
exceeded in brutality anything Old Shatterhand ever dreamed of. Some­
times, when talking about the Russians, he would refer to them as
"Redskins.”

The strange moody boy who read Karl May’s novels and failed in his
lessons was entering a world of fantasy, which gradually closed round
him. From time to time he would break out of the circle, but the world
of fantasy was the only place where he felt completely at home.

Outwardly he looked like any other schoolboy, except that he was
unusually pale and thin. Professor Theodor Gissinger, who taught
S:ience~infhe Linz fteaTschule, remembered that he looked like a
consumptive and had bright, glowing eyes but otherwise left neither a

ft favorable nor an unfavorable impression. He did, however, add one
J curious detail. “I remember,” he said, “that he used t
I tions with the windblown trees.”

Meanwhile the boy was still waging a sullen,
his father, who wanted him to do well at school and become an offiei
gradually working his way up to the top and finally achieving an assured
pension. One day the boy accompanied his father to the customs house.
As he remembered it many years later, the customs officials were cooped
up in little cages, and his determination never to become an official
was reinforced. As he tells the story, he was overcome by panic when

n he saw the cages. In fact, the customs officials under the Habsburg
Empire were not cooped up in cages but moved about freely in the

I (Ht*/) customs sheds like customs officials today. It was one more of the
I I fantasies he wove around his father.

st- InJDecember, 1901, the old gentleman caught a bad cold and was in
/ b"ed for several weeks. By the spring he had fully recovered. In August

ife'felt^Strong^enough to haul coals into his cellar and as a result
1 suffered a lung hemorrhage. Such hemorrhages were not considered

dangerous, and he was soon on his feet again. He appeared tb~be in
| fairly good health all through the later part of the year. On Saturday,
--January 3, 1903, he went out early to see a farmer about buying some

apples. It was a bitterly cold day, and suddenly feeling unwell he made
his way to the inn and called for a glass of wine. While waiting for the
wine, he collapsed. There was a storv_that just before he collapsed
someone offered him a^black,” or clerical, newspaper, and he shouted

Tiidjgnantly. that he would never read a newspaper that was full of-lies,-----
but the story is probably apocryphal. They carried him to an adjoining
room, and he was dead within a few minutes.

The Young Hitler
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sometimes, she was very friendly, but no sooner would wc start
than she would be off. “I’m sorry,” she’d say, “I haven’t got the
time. My work’s waiting.” ’

A further touch was added to this portrait of Frau Klara by a
nun who told me she had been at school in Leonding with Adolf’s
sister, Paula. Sometimes as she was passing the Hitlers’ house on
her way to school, Paula would come out, followed always by her
mother who would see her to the gate and then give her a kiss
in parting. ‘I noticed it particularly,’ said the nun, ‘because tilings
were different in our family and I used to feel a twinge of envy.’

BtrFR-was Adolf who wrote Ids ■methcFs_tiu^l and briefest
-epitaphs -

’Devoted'tu her huine-and-to her cldldruii whose welfare was
dTcr^onstant-and-lovirig.fewpro ’

The death of Alois Hitler
The text of a picture postcard which Alois Hitler sent his

friend Wiihrer ip Hafeld on 28th December 1902 reveals that in
the previous AaS^St Alois had suffered a mild stroke, induced, as
he said, by over-exerting himself when unloading coal into his
cellar.

On Saturday 3rd January 1903, when he had taken the first
sip from his morning glass of wine in the ‘Gasthaus Sticfler’, Alois
suddenly collapsed. He was carried into an adjoining room, but
died before doctor or priest could reach him. The cause of death
given in the certificate was pleural haemorrhage. He was buried
on Monday jth January.

The Linz Tagespost, the newspaper with the largest circulation
in Upper Austria, printed the following obituary notice on 8th
January 1903:

‘Leonding, 'jth January. We have buried a good man—tliis
we can rightly say of Alois Hitler, Higher Collector (retired)
in the Imperial Customs Service, who was borne here to his
final resting place today. His life was brought to a sudden end
on the third of this month in the “Gasthaus Sticfler”, where he 

had gone for a glass of wine as he had been reeling unwell.
Alois Hitler was in his 66th year and had experienced during
lais lifetime a full measure of sorrow and jo/. Equipped with
no more than an elementary education, me had originally
learned the trade of bootmaker, but latcy taught himself the
necessary knowledge for a career in the Civil Service, where he
served with distinction, also achieving Success in husbandry.
In the course of duty, he served in Salzburg, Braunau, Sim­
bach, Linz, amongst other places. Alois Hitler was a pro­
gressively minded man through and through and as such
warmly supported the idea of free/education. In his contacts
with his fellow men he evinced a/cheerfulness amounting to
positively youthful good humour. The sharp word that fell
occasionally from his lips could.'not belie the warm heart that
beat beneath the rough exterior. At all times an energetic
champion of law and order and universally well informed, hg_
was able to pronounce authoritatively on any matter that
came to his notice. Being,fond of singing, he was never so
happy as when performing in the company of like-minded
enthusiasts, while he was an expert in the field of apiculture.
By no means the least of his characteristics were his great
frugality and sense of economy and thrift. All in all: Hitler’s
passing has left a great gap, not only in his family—he leaves
a widow and four, ^mostly dependent children—but also in
the circle of his friehds and acquaintances, who will preserve
pleasant memories of him.’
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During his first years in the Realschule, Adolf drifted, indirectly

affected by the political forces which surrounded him />ut primarily
concerned with his own problems. Despite his inne/ torment and
inability to master his father or school, life in the
was secure and tranquil. On January 3,1903 the si/uation suddenly
changed.

His father had not been in good health for a f

itler household

years, following a

a severe attack of influenza in December 1901,/and a lung hemor- I
rhage in August 1902. Little alteration had been made in his manner
of life, though. On the morning of January 3$, he had gone off to
the Gasthaus Stiefler as usual. He had just t/ken his glass of wine,
after scornfully rejecting the newspaper handed to him because it
was‘jtnn hlagk ” j.e., clerical, when he collapsed. He was moved into

/dn adjoining room, and a doctor was s/mmoned, but he arrived
too late. The 65-year-old Alois died almost ii
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f On the morning of shortly before ten o’clock,
ta I Alois Hitler suddenly collapsed in the street while taking his morn-
j.’' ing walk. A friend found him and brought him to a near-by inn,
F the hostess ran into the kitchen for wine and water, blood filled _

• hisjuouth, and Alois died quickly and peacefully in the arms of

is boTTFterrible and
^Adolf Hitler wanted to become something of this sort. The sharp;

suspicious paternal eye may have penetrated the lack of seriousnek
of the youthful plan and wanted to anchor his son’s frivolous min
in a serious profession.

This was the source of the fights between father and son — this,
and probably all the other conflicts which can create strife between
a twelve-year-old son and a father of sixty-four. It was Adolf Hit­
ler’s first great struggle, and by his own admission he conducted it
with great fears, with lies and secretiveness, and with a degree of
scheming that was almost suicidal. The struggle was not exactly
glorious, but it did bring some success: ‘ . . . since, of course, I
drew the short end, the old gentleman began the relentless en­
forcement of his authority. In the future, therefore, I was silent... *
He avoided blows. And why not, he reflected twenty-five years
later: ‘I had, to some extent, been able to keep my private opinions
to myself; I did not always have to contradict him immediately.
My own firm determination never to become a civil servant sufficed
to give me complete inner peace.’ He did not always have to con­
tradict immediately! He fought his father with lies and trickery;
but this does not seem to have been clear to the mature Adolf
Hitler when he inscribed the story of his childhood in pages full
of self-praise and self-pity at the beginning of Mein Kamp/. He
decided, so he tells us, to punish his father by becoming frivolous
and lazy: ‘What gave me pleasure I learned; what . . . was other­
wise unattractive to me, I sabotaged completely.’ Perhaps this is
true; it is" ‘ ’ lytrue that his brilliant beginnings i were
soon reversed. In 19LTTc ^school in Linz, and I
in the very first year made s poor showing he was nor J

L Te$udge-by"1us son’s story, the father must have been
'leved?
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-■’.’ake, lively, and obviously able
.■ an incapacity for regular work.

.’.d a distinct tendency to laziness,
.as thus more and more inclined
alters gave him extraordinary

various grammar schools he at-
2 student. On the basis of this,
'.ealschule, the secondary school

.'assical subjects, in Linz. Here,
.'■•vice he had to repeat a grade,
after passing a special examina-
.Inrly gave him the mark Four
..ing, and gymnastics did he re-
’. all other subjects he scarcely
■quate” or “adequate.” His re-

i port cartf'of September, 1905, noted “unsatisfactory” in German,
L mathematics, and stenography. Even in geography and history, which
j,; he himself called his favorite subjects and maintained that he “led the
& .class,”8 he received only failing grades. On the whole, his record was
r ■’ • so poor that he left the school.

This debacle is unquestionably due to a complex of reasons. One
• “-significant factor must have been humiliation. If we are to believe
~ Hitler’s story that in the peasant village of Leonding he was the un-

' contested leader of his playmates—not altogether improbable. for the
. sqn of a civil servant, given the self-esteem of officialdom in Imperial
I Austria—his sense of status must have suffered a blow in urban Linz.
§ For here he found himself a rough-hewn rustic, a despised outsider

among the sons of academics, businessmen, and persons of quality. It <
is true that at the turn of the century Linz, in spite of its pO.OOO in-
habitants, was still pretty much of a provincial town with all the

A' dreariness and somnolence the term connotes. Nevertheless, the city
certainly impressed upon Hitler a sense of class distinctions. He made

!' ’ “no friends and pals” at the Realschule. Nor was the situation any better
at the home of ugly old Frau Sekira, where for a time he boarded with
five other schoolmates "his age durihg the school week. He remained
stiff, aloof, a stranger. One of the former boarders recalls: “None of
the five other boys made friends with him. Whereas we schoolmates
naturally called one another du, he addressed us as Sie, and we also
said Sie to him and did not even think there was anything odd about it.”
Significantly, Hitler himself at this time first began making those asser-
tions about coming from a good family which in the future unmistakably

•stamped HIS' Style Und his manner. 1 fib adoles'cent fop in Linz, as well
as the subsequent proletarian in Vienna, would seem to have acquired
a tenacious “class consciousness” and a determination to succeed.

fe Hitler later represented his failure at secondary school as a wav of
■defying his father, who wanted to steer him into the civil service where ■
the father himself had had so successful a career. In after years Hitler

i told a vivid story about being taken to the main customs office in Linz;
U his father hoped the visit would fill him with enthusiasm for the profes-
I sion, while he himself was filled with “repugnance and hatred” and

; I could see the place only as a “government cage” in which “the old men i
! | sat crouching on top of one another, as close as monkeys.” But the

description of the allegedly prolonged conflict, which Hitler dramatized
as a grim struggle between two men of iron will, has since been ex­
posed as pure fantasy.

In fact, we must rather assume that his father paid little attention to
his son’s vocational future. Certainly he did not insist upon any one .
course. That is apparent if only because attendance at the Gymnasium
would have been much more to the point for a civil service career, given
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the horizons, witA power over all living creatures, perpetually at war
with the inferior races and consigning them to their doom. Long after

i his boyhood was over he continued to read these novels, and he was
■^''reading them again while he fought the war against Russia, whi

exceeded in brutality anything Old Shatterhand ever dreamed of. So
times, when talking about the Russians, he would refer to them
“Redskins.”

The strange moody boy who read Karl May's novels and failed in his
lessons was entering a world of fantasy, which gradually closed round
him. From time to time he would break out of the circle, but the world
of fantasy was the only place where he felt completely at home.

Outwardly he looked like any other schbdlboy, except that he was
untjjually^ pale and thin. Professor-Theodor Gissinger, who taught
scfence-TfFffieHjinz'KeaTsc/iiiZe^rem^inbered that he looked like a
consumptive and had bright, globing eyes but otherwise left neither a

A favorable nor an unfavorable impressipn. He did, how dd one
I curious detail. “I remember," hejjaid.^’tfiat he use
/ tions with the windblown treesg^ffl''
~ Meanwhile the boy was still waging a sullen,

his father, who wanted him to do well at school a
gradually working his way up to the top and finally achieving an a
pension. One day the boy accompanied his father to the customs house.
As he remembered it many years later, the customs officials were cooped
up in little cages, and his determination never to become an official

, .x was reinforced. As he tells the story, he was overcome by panic when
JL '^e saw ca8es- 'n fact’ 'he customs officials under the Habsburg

Epipire were not cooped up in cages but moved about freely in the
I customs sheds like customs officials today. It was one more of the
I I fantasies he wove around his father.

In December, 1901, the old gentleman caught a bad cold and was in
/ bed for several weeks. By the springhe had fully recovered. In August

hTrfeirTtfong^enough to haul coals into his cellar ^and as a result
\ not eonslriprpd

soon on his feet again. He appear een^^WjfcLT
JEjairlygood health all through the later part of the year. On Saturday,' ‘
r ^an,UBy-^T’3Q3>ild--went out ear^ t0 see a farmer about buying some
-®npples/lt was a bitterly cold day, and suddenly feeling unwell he made

his way to the inn and called for a glass of wine. While waiting for the
wine, he collapsed. There was a story that just before he collapsed
someone offered him a~%Iack,” or clerical, newspaper, and he shouted

Tmffignantlv-that he would never read- a newspaper that was full of-lies.-----
but the story is probably apocryphal. They carried him to an adjoining
room, and he was dead within a few minutes,,.. ■#‘j
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58 ------' ADOLF HITLERyfi EARLY CHILDHOOD

I children to help hitn.His beehives hardly made a dent in the nine arresc
- the remainder of the property was neither productive nor profitable.

His savings wereTied up in land which yielded nothing, while the
value of the ppaperty-actuaUv-dccliaed-due-to-aeglectrHe could renew

"his efforts at least to break even, but this meant a life of drudgery in
the midst of yelling, scrambling children. ^heRauscher Gut had turned
tpto something very different from a rural paradise.

The disappointments and obstacles encountered in Hafeld made
Alois more crotchety and irritable. His moods increased family
tensions and made life more burdensome for everyone. The oldest
child, fourteen-year-old Alois, was the first to succumb. In 1896 he

heft Home. His departurecaused a violent controversy with his father;
lithe old man stipulated that at his^death young Alois would only
[inherit the amount required by lawj? Alois’Jr. was a cantankerous
r individual who was to drift through life a failure. He worked as a
waiter for a while, and was jailed for theft..in...l900. and 1902; In
1907 he was a waiter in PfflS arid Iwt) year's! later mined up in
Ireland, where he married and started a family. In the 1920’s he
was living in Germany, and in the coutse of this sojourn he was
jailed again, after which he seems to .have returned to England.
When his half-brother, Adolf, emerged as an important political
figure in the 1930’s Alois, never loath to exploit a stroke of fortune,
appeared in Berlin, where he opened a cafe which became a meet­
ing place for lower Nazi party leaders. In this era, Adolf ignored him,
and even forbade the mention of his name in his presence.'

the time the younger Alois left home, however, the
ship ccteld not be dismissed so lightly.^After his depart^, Adolf
became the chief target of his father’s anger. All t Id man’s toil
and sacrifice had peon^wasted on the oldej^son. Adolf, now the
oldest boy in the household/hatr-te-assogte' added responsibility at a
time when he already was hard^i’essedto'TTTCeL-jjie demands of
home and school. Alois’ amJ>Jtfon led him to promoteTtHe^emgeti-
tive virtues in his childjgnfbut at the same time he required absolute

ion-
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/^hus,jm~eari~y deabl^hacj- deprived Klara Hitler of four
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PORTRAIT OF
The most outstanding-strait in my friend’s/character was^,.*

as I had experienced myself, the unparalleled consistency in
everything that he said and did. There wfts in his nature
something firm., inflexible, immovable, obstinately rigid,
which manifested itself in his profound seriousness and was
at the bottom of all his other characteristics. Adolf simply
could not change his mind or his nature. Everything that
lay in thesp rigid precincts of his being^remained unaltered
for ever. J/Iow often did I experience-!
he said to me when we met again in
of thirty/year?I “You haven’t diiangt
only grqwn/olqer.” Irtflis was/true q
was it pf Jfiml/ He /ever chgngpd.

I hafv/triedtp/find aw-Txplanaf’ion for this fundamental
trait m his character. Influence of rroundings and educa-

stioiy/an hardly account for it, bi I could imagine — al­
though a complete layman in the field of genetics — that the
biological effect of the intermarriage in the family was to
fix certain spheres and that those ‘/arrested complexes” have

I produced that particular type of character. It was just this
| inflexibility that was responsible for Adolf Hitler’s causing

—-------- ---------- ‘ ’ lother.
Once more the mother’s heart /was sorely tried by destiny.

Five years after Adolf’s birth, on ffclarch 24, 1894~~)she gave
irth to a fifth child, a son, EdmundT'who also~died young,
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THE PSYCHOPATHIC GOD: ADOLF HITLER The Child

of guilt engendered by his wish to destroy his father. Me may have
tried to justify to others and to himself his bitter hatred by insisting
that Alois was a cruel and vicious man who deserved a son’s animosity.
It may be objected that even if young Hitler was beaten by his father,
many other children in rural Austria were certainly whipped without,
apparently, receiving the psychic scars that Hitler suffered. “Well." one
might say, “all boys in Austria were beaten on their backsides, so
what’s the difference?” The difference, as Erik Erikson has noted in
his study of Luther, is this: with Hitler, as with Luther, a sensitive
man remembered those punishments and talked bitterly about them
later, showing that the whippings did indeed have an effect on his

[■development. As Erikson wrote: "The assertion that the cause was too
common to have an uncommon effect on one individual is neither
clinically nor biographically valid. We must try to ascertain the rela­
tionship of caner and caned and see if a unique element may have
given the common event a specific meaning." In Hitler’s case, as in
Luther's, the fact that the whippings were remembered and resented.
and that he hated his father for giving them, indicates that they had
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an uncommon effect upon him. sensitivitx
The workings of hatred and love, of pleasure and pain, are com­

plex. Hatred may be a distortion of love: pleasure may be sought through
pain. Consciously, Adolf certainly resented the beatings and hated his
father for hurting him; unconsciously, he may have desired the punish­
ment as a way of winning his father's attention and love. We are sug­
gesting the possibility that the sadomasochism we shall observe in the
adult Hitler had its beginnings here. Clinical studies have shown that
often, as children, people with masochistic tendencies baited their
fathers into whipping them. “The desire to be punished or humiliated,”
a specialist in the pathology of masochism has written, is another way
of “wanting to be loved . . . being beaten and being loved are fused into
one single masochistic expression." :|°

As with all little boys, Adolf's image of his father was heavily in­
fluenced by the picture he had~df his father's sexual relations with hi s'
rtolher. For: Hitler this memory was traumatic because as ive shall
soon see, Adolf at the age of three had seen—or imagined that he had
seen—his drunken father rape his beloved young mother.

THE MOTHER: KLARA POLZL HITLER

Unhappiness was the lot of Klara Polzl, the woman w'ho was to become
Adolf Hitler's mother. All her life she was pushed about to accommodate
the wishes of others.

At the age of 16 she left the family farm to become a member of
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own package of bees arrived a short time after
the demonstration. I picked up the package at

the home of the couple who had given the course and was sent
on my way with cheery cries of ‘good luck!” It was an odd
and moving sight to see the bees,/those small creatures I had
assumed responsibility for, in the screened wooden shipping
cage. They were gathered in a tight cluster, about the size of a
small pineapple, huddled around the queen in her miniature
individual perforated cage. /

The cluster is a natural mechanism to protect the queen,
keep the individual bees warm/with their collective body heat, |
offer common security, and serve the colony’s sense of unity
as social creatures; they are soHcpendent upon the community
that, if isolated, a bee will soon-die, even, though, given the
right food and correct tempcrliturc. A supreme discipline rules
the~hive. Bees must be partlbl acolony in order to survive. I

largely a mechanical operation. I have never lost that sense of
awe and wonder. Indeed, it increases each! year as new mira­
cles unfold.
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Only a small part of each session was devoted to bees. Most of
the time was spent in political maneuvering, schemes and coups
to overthrow those in office, and endless debates over proce­
dural rules. The meetings were, according to the bylaws, run
by Robert's Rules of Order, but there was continual debate over
what Robert had really had in mind. No one ever consulted
the book, if indeed there was one.

Ours was a varied membership, made up primarily of older
men with a few women, mostly wives of members, and a scat­
tering of young people. Some of our group were obviously
lonely and wanted companionship, others were bored and
wanted an audience, and a few seemed genuinely interested in
learning more about bees; the latter generally didn’t last long.

Some of our members did not keep bees at all but once had
kept them, or they knew someone who did, or they hoped to
at some future date. The membership was small, held together
by a hard core of regulars who juggled the elected offices among
themselves and periodically conspired to find some unsuspect­
ing soul to act as corresponding secretary, the one office that
had no appeal. I was once solicited as a candidate for this
unglamorous post and replied that I preferred being a foot sol­
dier to a general, a comment not held in my favor. Turnover
in the association was lively.

The jewel in our crown was the county bee inspector (later
defrocked by county budget cuts), who was a charter member.
He was usually president, which was fitting because he also
kept the most bees. When occasionally voted out of office, after
Robert failed to rescue him from some parliamentary pitfall,
he would bide his time or boycott meetings until a new elec­
tion of officers. Occasionally a new member would reveal a
power complex coupled with weak organizational skills; failing
to win high office, he would drop out and join the competing
beekeeping association to seek recognition there. One peren­
nially unsuccessful candidate for vice-president resigned to start
a new bee group with himself as president, going off Cape to
find a following, as I recall.



found throughout nature^ Chitin serves as a kind of cast or
armor to protect the soft inner tissues, the opposite of a human’s
inner skeleton and soft outer body.

In her head are the mouthparts, set vertically in the face,.
with powerful mandibles, or jaws, that chew sideways instead
of up and down like a person. Her tongue is a strawlike suck­
ing tube used to extract nectar from the most delicate flowers;
the length of the tongue, or tube, in sucking insects determines.
which flowers they can gather nectar from and pollinate; there
is considerable specialization among them.

On each side of her head are two huge compound eyes, each]
having sixty-three hundred facets, in effect like so many indi-i
vidual eyes pointing in different directions, the tiny immov-’
able lenses providing a wide area of fixed vision. There are, in
addition, three simple eyes grouped together on top of a work-1
er’s head, the two sets of eyes enabling her to see near and far
objects and to distinguish among the colors within her visual!
range, but researchers do not agree on which set of eyes per­
forms which task, information that is probably more important!
to investigators than to bees.

The drone has two enormous bulging compound eyes on topi
of his head, giving him a somewhat comical, leering expres-j
sion; each eye has an extraordinary thirteen thousand fixed len­
ses, presumably to help him track the queen during the mating]
flight, and possibly to keep a few thousand eyes on competing!
drones in the mating chase to sec how he is faring.

The queen, who lives out her days in almost perpetual dark-'
ness within the hive, has three compound eyes, but each has’
only thirty-nine hundred lenses, as if nature were reluctant toj
waste unnecessary equipment on her. This is another example]
of nature’s efficiency in doling out equipment; each function­
ing part of a colony is provided the degree of sight necessary!
to fulfill its role.
Jn rhe center of her head are two antennae, commonly called

feelers, used nor only for filing but also for communication^

ic search for

’orkers are forever cleaning their‘Qglhe antennae oF~pollen.
52Snnae, almost like a vain
hooks °"*c terminal ends Zf each foot make possiblechister-
™g. and between the hook/ is a sticky pad that enables a bee

Walk on slick surfaces add vertical planes.
bee’s two pairs of w/ngs make her a powerful flyer, able
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hearing, smelling, and probably other undetermiped func-
tions. With her antennae she probes the darkness of the hive,
measures danger, distinguishes friend from foe, and sniffs out
pollen and nectar. A bee’s antennae may be the prifnary equip­
ment that puts her in touch with forces that elude researchers
who try to cross that fine and invisible line be/ween scie tee
and the unknown powers she is tapped into. / ’

A drone has 37,800 nostril-like olfactory centers in each
antenna, compared to only 500 in a worker, again, probably;
to aid him in the nuptial flight; aL thc_samc time it indicates
how nature favors reproductivc~capa<Sty-0

The acute sensory organs in an antenna/not only enable a
orkcr to fulfill her complex duties in the darkness of the hive

and m^nifLouj^fruit trees or fields_o£_clpv-ejLin-bloom_a mile,
awayJWl It niayTtave^mother and mc/re sophisticated role.
helping bees and other insects to transmit and receive electro­
magnetic signals, much as humans u/e electronic equipment
for broadcasting and receiving. If confirmed, this could explain
along-standing mystery of how insects invite their friends and
relatives to enjoy the bounty of lush gardens they discover.

Completing the organs found iry a bee’s head are the glands
that help produce the secretions with which she feeds the young,
and that possibly regulate the penforming of various hive func­
tions. /

Joined to the head is the thorak, or upper body, and attached
to it are two pair of silvery, veined wings and three pairs of
legs- On the front legs are smAll brushes used to wipe pollen 

UST

2



A Short Introduction to Bees
If wasps or hornets approach the hive entrance,

their evil intentions are obvious. These insects are
not only carnivorous but they also like to eat honey.
Their appearance triggers instant attack. Addi­
tional hive bees quickly come to the aid of the
guards. In such a battle the bees sometimes resort to
their venomous stings, which they can extract again
after use from the unelastic chitin shell of a wasp or
hornet. If a bee stings a human or some other
mammal, however, the elastic tissue of the stung
victim contracts around the wound, and the barbs of
the sting become embedded. When the bee flies off,
she leaves the sting behind and with it usually the
stinging mechanism and nerve strands. Having lost
these parts of her anatomy, she dies.

If the sting with its poison sac is not removed
instantly (see page 14), the venom is automatically
pumped through the sting into the wound.

MByWynectar or honey is allowed to pass too.
££ not carrying food may be potential robbers,
however, and are driven away.

Bees hardly ever get lost trying to find their way
home to the hive because in good flying weather
there are not only guard bees stationed at the entry
butalso other workers that fan the hi ve scent toward
the returning foragers by beating their wings fast
with the rump raised high. This helps the field bees
recognize their pgateularliiug---- -

How Bees Defend Themselves

BlThere are always some hive bees stationed at the
entrance as guards, and ajrnost every bee that aj>-

.MMflhiM is sniffed. If the guards recognize the
*aancteristicodor nf frie-hiyp the bee is allowed to
Jjaer. A Jie'd bee from another colony that is_



kind of weapon that makes it feared and respected, or it employs
a protective strategy of defense triggered by fear; situations
and protagonists change but fear is a constant.

The bee’s primary weapon is her stinger, but compared to
the weaponry found in many creatures, it is not terribly
impressive; it docs not measure up to the fatal sting of some
spiders and scorpions. Bee venom is relatively mild, unless One
is allergic to it, in which case it can cause severe reactionyand
possibly death, but this is rare. /

A bee’s stinger is more of a deterrent than an attacking
instrument, a means of commanding respect and instilling fear
rather than of obtaining food. While effective enough for the
purpose intended, it does not seem especially woll designed,j

from a bee’s point of view; it is something like firing a gun in
self-defense and while merely wounding or frightening the
enemy the shooter is instantly killed in the act/if firing. As the
drone dies in the act of mating, so does the w/irkcr lose her life
in stinging. It is a curious weapon indeed t/iat, when used, is
more deadly to its possessor than to the target.
' A worker’s stinger is located in the rear of her abdomen, at
the tip of what once might have been he/ovipositor, like a tiny
sharp tail. When a bee decides to strike, her stinger protrudes
through the sting chamber and a dron'of venom appears on the
tip. But in order to sting she must first get leverage by digging
in her claws; if the victim is sufficiently quick, this brief warn­
ing is enough to swat the attacke/before she can sting. It takes
fast reflexes to beat a bee to the draw, but she loses in “win­
ning.” /

Under a microscope, a /worker's stinger is shown to be
exquisitely shaped, delicately tapered, and polished. It is com-1
posed of twin daggers formed in a V shape, each spear lined
with tiny barblike serra/ions. At the top of the V is a bulb, the I
poison sac, which holds a small amount of venom formed else­
where in the bee’s body. Venom is delivered from the sac
through tubes in th/ lances.
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When driven into flesh, the barbs catch like fishhooks, mak­
ing the stinger difficult to withdraw, at the same time spurting
venom into the wound. Given enough time, a bee probably
could work her stinger free without damage to herself. But
stinging is usually accompanied by considerable excitement,
which probably caused the bee to sting in the first place. The
terrified creature panics, and in trying to free herself, succeeds
only in ripping out her stinger, rupturing her abdomen, and
she dies, much as the drone succumbs in mating.

A California investigator let five bees sting him to find out
how long they would live without stingers. As usual, the bees
didn’t respond as expected. Even with their intestines trailing
behind them, they would eat honey, fly, and go about their
business, even grooming themselves. They lived up to five days,
but that was only when separated from the colony and pro­
tected. In the hive the healthy bees attacked the injured, mak­
ing outcasts of them by driving them out of the hive. They
made life so miserable for the stingless bees that the latter refused
to reenter the hive and died of chilling and isolation rather than
of their wounds. What is a bee to think of such treatment?
What are we to make of it?

Once the stinger is completely detached from the bee, a
strange thing happens: it continues to work its way deeper into
the wound while venom keeps pumping from the poison sac,
as if it has some independent intelligence or life of its own, the
thrust so powerful that it can penetrate a felt hat and even
leather, the pumping action continuing for twenty minutes after
the stinger is detached.

One of the first lessons a neophyte beekeeper learns is never
to remove a stinger by pinching it between thumb and forefin­
ger, because squeezing the poison sac forces more venom into

lithe wound, making it more painful. Stingers should be removed
B"'ith a quick sideways flick of a fingernail or a sharp object
Ifiich as a knife blade. The sooner the stinger is removed, the
/y'ess discomfort suffered.



to the brood chambercloses tightly. Drafts
harmful to bees, and the flight entrancepgdVides

air exchange for the hive.
Hives that are left outdoors^friust be covered

roofing paper that ly-welghed'ciown with laths
rocks. To keep-out mice, you should plug the

witfr-bTocks that have '/’ inch slits in them
or wjih-'tvire screening. Both are available from-
stlppliers of beekeeping equipment.
^In the fall and winter, birds oftep-Catch bees that
venture outside the entrance^Fo prevent this you
can put netting in front oftfie hives. I myself don’t
use netting becauseseffar I have found no evidence
of birds preyirjgrtm my bees. Often only those bees.
that areyve^kened by cold and have trouble return-/
inglothe hive are picked off by the birds. /

nies. Keeping accounts (of expenses as well as
income) shows you whether you have made a profit
and how much. \

If you keepyourbees in a bee house, throw some
cloths and blankets over the hives in February. The/1
bees begin to forage for nectar and pollen (willow |
blossoms) in February and start a brood nest. For I
them to be able to maintain a brood temperature of’
95°F(35°C), they need this extra insulation. Don’t i
remove the covers until you open up supers for ;
honey storage.

Spring Chores

As soon as the weather is warm enough in
March, it is time for the first look into the hives:

Care and Management

Chores for Winter

You should inspect your hives periodically
during the winter. Never open up the hives. Just
look to see if the roofing paper has been damaged by

Check to see if a functioning queen is present. A
colony without a queen hums restlessly; fecal drop­
pings are near the hive entrance, and there is no sign
of brood. If this is what you find, the only solution
is to combine the bees with a “queenright” colony,
a colony with a queen (see page 34).

storms and if the mouse blocks are still in place.
Any damage should be fixed. Proceed quietly, and
don’t make knocking noises. On these inspection
tours you will see many old, dead bees. Remove
them carefully, but don’t disturb the colony. Place
a few of the dead bees in a small box, and keep them
in a cool place until you can have them checked for
nosema and acarine disease (see page 53) at your
state testing laboratory (ask your beekeepers’ asso­
ciation for the address). ,

Winter is the best time to build new hives and I
frames (see page 24). You can also repair equip-1
ment that is not in use at this time of year.

This is also the time to assemble all the cunent
year’s records you have entered on cards for each
hive and analyze the information. This allows you
to compare the performance of the different colo-

If you have a weak colony with a cluster only
about the size of a fist and the combs are stained
with droppings, the bees must be gassed. The bees
are too few in number and too sick to survive, and
if they were added to a stronger colony, they would
endanger those bees’ health. Light a piece of sulfur
(available from suppliers of beekeeping equip­
ment), replace the hive lid, and plug the entrance.
The sulfuric gases kill the sick bees very quickly.

Check to make sure that the bees have enough
food close to the brood nest. Full combs should be
moved over to replace the empty ones near the
brood nest. D-sm’t forget to replace the insulating lid
after your examination of the hive.

The next management chores are spring feeding
and various measures to prevent swarming (see
page 26.
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musrbe a bit ot asllbc'k Iti'lhLiii ID iluiuil wtlMUc, expecting"
benign warmth, and getting a blast of chilling air. It may be
that the bees were not deceived but are merely being perverse.
Bees almost never follow the rules laid down for~thejn.by tjTefr

The bees are flying today and that is not according^
to the book. Bees usually don’t fly unless the air

temperature reaches fiffyTive degree? Fahrenheit. Thisisa-
winter day, in late December, and the temperature is undep
fifty. The__sun_musi_lia.ve_been shining directly on the hives

tenders^ Beekeepers are forever grumbling about "those damned
But we have only ourselves to fault because we wrote

c book, not the bees. We created our own false expectations.'
Apparently, once outside and on the wing, the bees decide

to complete the business that made them leave the h ives. The
B so*lcd with their droppings. It is startling how many

: ‘..c sP°ts there are; they dapple the snow and white hives
somcone had flicked a wet paintbrush.

couple of weeks the bees need a “cleansing flighf’Jn
.^'''■nter to~rid themselves of accumulated’wastcs. or thcV
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Jarnnib-Tumself with such an obvious pun. Adolf, who wat-jiow
in a well-aligned building at the corner of the LipzeTstrasse and the
Kirchengasse, couRSs^e the swastika from thg^Wmdow of his father’s
apartment, and he saw it''mqre clearly when he went to school. Abbot
Theodorich von Hagen’s swastikasUjTsprobably the ancestor of the Nazi
Hakenkreuz.

:i4;;:^bput this time^AWJs Hitler’s eldest sorT^Mois Jr., left the family
Jroof. 'He was^tlfe black sheep of-the family, arid-qjo good news ever
came fjjjHi'nim. In 1900 he was arrested and sentence^tojive months*

jjjpp^fsonment for thett, arid two years later he received another Sen-
tFiis~tTme of eight months’ imprisonment. He^wandered to Ger-

manysmd France, practicing the trade of a waiter. In 1909 we find
him in Dublin, and in the following year he became the owner of a
small restaurant in Liverpool, where he marriedtan Irish girl,J^^^h
Dowling, apd fathered a son, William PatrioK Hitler. Sho^^MM

~War'NJfig~abandoried his wife~and~«e
Tie was sentenced to six months’ imprison^Sffl^^S^BW^^^^ff

jgg£
Kffie '
hsnia

the Wittenbergplatz. It was'

LiluiizattS

tosl

the second floor of a mill, where there was also a bback-

nwrriages, fought in the war against
ie< too, survived, returning to Germany
/itier changed his name to Hans Hiller,
of nim.

robust character, charmed
women, and lived by his~y^its.‘ He Was always inventing schemes for
geftlng'fich quickly, atrd
poverty soured him. He was unfailingly good-mimored and polite, even
when he was about to be sentenced by a judge orXyhen he was abandon­
ing his latest wife. He was one of those who enjoyMife to the full.

The unhappiest member of the family was Paula\who was bom on f
January 21, 1896. S/e was the last of Klara’s six children, and the most I
docile. Quiet and easily led, she faded into the background almost from /
the day of her bi/th and spent most of her life in obscurity. She never/
married, and died in 1960 as quietly as she had lived. \

The family at Lambach now consisted of Alois, Klara, and the four
children, Angela,' Adolf, Edmund, and Paula-. At first they liVed in a I
lodging house in the center of the town, but later they moved ihto an^
Apartment ' 
^rnith’s sho$. The children appear to have enjoyed the move, but Albi

came to grief. Neither prison nor

~of Hamburg for bigamy, and when his hglf-brqther came to power he_
opened a bar and restaurant in Berlin ^^ZZZZZZIZZZ2~I
much frequented by Nabi officers, who v4ere not unaware that Alois was
closely related to the dictator of Germany. The restaurant and ban,
called ^afe Alois, prosperepx-i

.-^OgaiejinzF^rone
S Russia and was taken prisoner.
j many years later. In 1945 Alois

‘1 and nothing more was ever hean
/I Although Alois Jr. was the black sheep, he was probably the happiest
/ member of the family. He /ad an eart
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e

here are
and some
a careless

e
e
e
cf□
e
o

The Swarm
has its own code of morals.
some that are very virtuous
that are very perverse; an
bee-keeper will often corrupt his people,
destroy their respect for
of others, incite them t
induce in them habits of
idleness which will rend
of danger to all the little /epublics around.
These things result frpm the bee’s dis­
covery that work amo/ig distant flowers,
whereof many hundreds must be visited to
form one drop of hqfiey, is not the only
or promptest method of acquiring wealth,
but that it is easie to enter ill-guarded
cities by stratage^i, or force her way
into others too eak for self-defence.
Nor is it easy /o restore to the paths
of duty a hiv^ that has become thus
depraved.

he property
pillage, and

conquest and
them sources



Care and Management

te part sugar to
Kpoundsofbee

with a thermostat (cost about $300). The immersion
heater can be placed directly on the solidified
honey. Since jars and buckets are usually of uni­
form weight, you need to weigh only one jar and
enter the tare in the scale before you fill and weigh
all the jars of that size.

The packaged honey should be stored in a cool,
dry room at about 60°F(15°C) until it is sold (see
Different Kinds of Honey, page 52).

Honey for the Bees’ Use and
Interim Feeding

Packaging and Storing Honey
You can package honey for sale in large buckets

or assorted retail-sized glass, tin, or plastic jars. For
consumer-size packages (under 4 pounds or I gal­
lon), the label should include the beekeeper’s name,
the declaration of net quantity of contents in ounces
(with identification of weight of fluid measure),
followed by the weight in pounds if the contents
exceed 1 pound or 1 pint, and the beekeeper’s
control number.

If the honey has crystallized during storage, it
must be liquefied before packaging. Heat the
honey, but not above IO4°F(4O°C) because the
quality of the honey suffers if it is overheated. You
can melt the honey either in a thermostat-controlled
heating cabinet (homemade or available for about
$200 to $300 from beekeepers’ supply firms) or
with an electric immersion heater, also equipped

diameter and 3 feet long; see>drawing on page 21).
;Toprovide a good grip, the uppef third of the stirrer
'should be rounded.
> If you have several buckets of h\?ney to stir, you
can use an electric drill equipped ith an adapter
(available from bee supply firms) Xnd a honey
stirrer made of metal. The adapter allows you to
gear down the drill’s speed to the mu\h slower
speed required for stirring honey.

July is often a hard month for bees. In areas with
early honey flow the food sources tend to become
Sparser at this time, and in areas with late honey
flow the honeydew (see page 9) from fir and spruce
doesn’t start flowing until mid-July at the earliest.

If'he bees cannot find more food than they need
for their immediate use, no honey is stored in the
honeycombs, but the queen keeps laying and the
colony stays healthy. When you weigh your hives,
check to see. i f there is sufficient food. The hives will
show neither a gain nor a loss of weight if the bees
gather just wnat they need to survive.

If there is\no natural food supply (loss of
weight!), you must start interim feeding. Before
you do, however,\ou must remove or close off the
supers or honey chambers because:
• Supers or honey chambers are not needed since
nature is no longer supplying food.
• Some of the substitute, food you offer may be
stored in the honey chambers and adulterate the
honey that may yet be produced.
• If the hoped-for late honey\flow fails to material­
ize—because of inclement weather—the fall brood
nest can be started right now. \

Until the honey starts flowing, again, give each
colony half a pint of sugar water (t
one part water) every other day or 2-
candy every two weeks.

Above, left: Bee larvae, about four days old, surrounded
by fluid food. Right: A nine-day-old. fully developed
larva being fed by a nurse bee.
Below, left: A fully developed worker bee is hatching
after 21 days. She is chewing through the cell cap and
crawling out of her cell. Right: A queen hatching. On
her left front leg one can clearly see the hooks that she will
later use to hang onto the cell edges when she lowers her
afrdnmrn into tin. Ltillk Io lay eggs^ 

SSfiT Forest honey and honey from evergree trees
don’t start crystallizing until much later, ofte\not
for months or even years after harvest. These ki\ds
of honey therefore don’t need to be stirred.

..iHM
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thing in the world toTe s ______________
many asfive or fifty sYi\igs from the old gentleman., when he,
returned from clearing the hives e never protected himself in any way,
except by smoking-all the time.yln other words it was a good excuse
for another cigar!” Adolf’s “fort\-five or fifty stings” was probably an
exaggeration, but there was no do|;bt that the~old man was a passionate
beekeeper.

His decision to retire caused no surprise in the.family. He was simply
going back to the traditions of his ancestors: he enjoyed physical work
and hated idleness. It has been suggested that he was suffering from
some unidentified sickness, or alterna\ively that he was disliked by the
senior customs officials who forced his\ early retirement, but there is no
evidence that he was either ill or unjjppular. He, retired on lune 25.
1895, shortly after his fifty-eighth birthday. He was a strong, rugged
man, devoted to hisTamily, his farm, ai|d his bees. He hoped the farm
would pay its way, but if he failed as farmer, he could always fall
back on his substantial pension. There isjnothing in the least surprising
about a man wanting to retire early befonj old age settled on him. Aloi
had evidently been planning his retiremen

Hafeld was one of those villages whi
because the farmsteads are widely scattered..Alois's cottage stood on a
slight elevation and was completely inyisiqfe from the road because it
was hidden by an orchard., There were staples for the farm horses and
cows, and there was a hayloft where the children played. Everything
a Hour the new property jyas pleasing, except the most important thing.
It was not good iapd^and though Alois rked hard, he could not
make it pay. Morethan a year passed befor^ he realized that he was
farming tmproductive land, but with the stubbornness of an old peasant
he co ifiued to farm the land for some time before abandoning it.

oung Adolf’s life of leisure came to an end\m May 1, 1895, shortly
after his sixth birthday, when he went to school Vor the first time, gince
Hafeld had no school of its own, he attended t little country school

’aTFischlham nearby, wa 1 king across the fields every morning and after­
noon. One of his teachers, a man called Mitterma’jer, remembered him
as a lively, bright-eyed, and intelligent six-year-old\who camgUa-eeheel

|hand-in-hand with his twelve-year-old sister Angela.\Both children were
eat and orderly, and Mittermaier was of the opiniot\ that they had been
ell trained at home. Adolf was always at the top \jf his class, and it

was noted that he received the highest marks for department

at«heart, and he | /
g bees. Adolf

|S the most normal
■'would null diLas

he Young Hit

for some time.__
look hjgerman they are



hat Needs to Be Done in July
fter the summer solstice the bees enter their de­

clining phase (see drawing on page ^5).
middle of July (he danger is past.

'olonies that have a young, healthy queen drive, '
away Vie drones (see page 7). From mid-July on )

firsT^pze^/po) to start producing J

• Continue measures to prevent swarming until the
middle of
;^Rear a lafe ciffp of queens. 
• Ifneqessagy, get ready to requeen colonies during
Ute second h If ofJu|y (sg^gg^^
• Where the honey .■flowTs late, you may be able to |
take a second Vtnney harvest in mid to late July,
• If nature doefol’t offer enough food, you may hafre j
to resort to intekinLf ~~’,4

'see page J
40), especially if \hey forage in the forest; put back j
the combs full of\pol!en that you removed in the

“spring,__ ' $
• Take precautions hgainst robbing ^sgegage
• Check over the corpbs; rearrange tneorood nest
and remove unneedec^ combs (see page 40); storejj

• Make sure the\bees get

light colored combs in^our co ahinet?^
• Gut out datjs combs afod combs with drone cells; ||
mejiJhejHjdGwiu.or exchange them for comb foun-
dation (seepggg4l).
• CheclHhe weigh! of the\scale colony daily.

Enter appropriate data oi\ record cards.

..A —____

you cap expect
hone



18

make it pay. More than a year passed bel

>r alternatively that he was disliked by the
forced his early retirement, but there is no

or unpopular. He retired on lune 25,

No doubt he was
goes to school inevita
suffering was perhaps
panions claimed his ;
He was discovering t
being a ringleader in
been allowed to leave
ence of new faces ant
ng that the spirit of t

merely going through
What is chiefly sig

attack on his father ir.
age of six or seven h
customs official, whet
and was a pensioner,
left the house early it
at hand, a formidabl
children. It was not n
it was enough that 1
spent at Hafeld he v
coming to know his fa

Inevitably the high
settled opinions on al
with, for he was by
He was disappointed
and showed no promi
with Adolf's educatic
the property at Hafeli
satisfied with the opp

In Mein Kamp! he
importance because i

■at— heart, and he
g bees. Adolf

'returned from clearing the hives e never protected himself in any way,
except by smokingVaTT t other words it was a good excuse
for another cigar!”'Adolf’s ".fortV-five or fifty stings” was probably an
exaggeration, but ther^ bt thaTThe old man was a passionate^
beekeeper.

His decision to retire\aused no surprise in the family. He was simply
going back to the traditions of his ancestors: he enjoyed physical work
and hated idleness. It hasybeen suggested that he was suffering from
some unidentified sickness,)
senior customs officials who
evidence that he was either ill c. ...... —
1895. shortly after his fifty-eighth birthday. Hewas astrong, rugged
man. devoted to hisTamtiy, his (irm. and htsTjees. He hoped the farm
would pay its way, but if he failed as a farmer, he could always fall
back on his substantial pension. Tnere is nothing in the least surprising
about a man wanting to retire earlykbefore old age settled on him. Aloi
had evidently been planning his retirement for some time.,

Hafeld was one of those villageskwhich look larger” than they are
because the farmsteads are widely scattered. Alois’s cottage stood on a
slight elevation and was completely inyisibfe from the road because it
was hidden by an orchard, The re were\stables for the farm horses dn3~
cows, and there was a hayloft wheretbe children played. Everything
afjouTthe new property was pleasing, exsept the most important thing.
It was not good lapd/and though Alois')worked hard, he could not
make it pay. AJore than a year passed before he realized that he was
farming unproductive land, but with the stubbornness of an old peasant
he coptifiued to farm the land for some timekbefore abandoning it.

young Adolf's life of leisure came to an end on May 1, l_895(.us|jortly
after his sixth birthday, when he went to school, for tHe first time, jjince
Hafeld had np school of its own, he attended tne little country school

~~aT~FIsch1ham nearby, walking across the fields evVy morning and after­
noon. One of his teachers, a man called Mittermaier, remembered him
as a lively, bright-eyed, and intelligent six-year-old \vho camejo-seheel
hand-in-hand with his twelve-year-old sister Angela.\ppth children were

eat and orderly, and Mittermaier was of the opinionXhat they had been
ell trained at home. Adolf was always at the top ok his class, and it

wtts no led that he received the highest marks for deportment
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smile. "1 respect vour chutions." he said, "but new Ictus gefto the otherside

"I would like that," said Adolf.

'I am afraid," said Adolf, "but vou know, I am

9 /"boy would like to look into one of my

" You aie-not. Juter all I have said/not the least bit afraid?'

Alois now have Der Alte what he considered his largest, warmest

DerAlte-Hoddedyin-tunir forewarned, forearmed, ves!-Maybe the -■

curious."

of die question. Let=us talk of what you can-do for me, an^4(for you?'

' J ' D 'J— 1

'A wonderful boy," said Der Alte.



Conditions for K
Right Location for You

Bee Stings and Allergies

(lire registration, and have laws regulating ■' *
and beekeeping. -For more details,

tasecontact the U.S. Department of Agriculture
i andyourcounty extension services, which publish
i pamphlets on various aspects of beekeeping.
j A colony of bees uses up about 120 pounds (50
■ kg) of nectar or honeydew and about 45 pounds (20

kg) of pollen from March through September for its
ownneeds (see page 8). The plants that provide this
food are sometimes called forage or honey plants.
You can assist your bees’ labors and enhance the I 1

' Strength of the colonies by sowing nectar-produc-
ingplants in your own garden or on land nearby that

; is not being used for anything else. (Discuss the
idea first with the owner of the land and get what- ‘
ever permission may be necessary from local au­
thorities.) When you pick the spot for your hives,
try to find an experienced beekeeper to advise you.
You will also want this person’s advice if you 

are, offered by state agricultural colleges or by
beekeepers’ organizations, in which you can get
some firsthand experience working with bees. For
more theoretical learning you can turn to a number
of textbooks. If your ambition is simply to keep
some bees in your backyard and perhaps make a
little money from selling honey—which is the case
for the majority of beekeepers—you will not need
any further training. A professiona] beekeeperTW7
however, must go through more extensiveprepara- zt
tidris. In Germany an apprenticeship of 3 years plus
5-10 years of experience as an apiarist are required
before an individual is allowed to operate a profes-
sional beekeeping operation. To become a profest
sional apiarist you must also.be willing to accept
some risk and not be afraid of hard physical work.

Bee breeders in our day are particularly intent
on producing nonaggressive strains, of which the
Americanized Italian bee, the camiolan bee, and
the Caucasian bee are the most popular. Camiolan
bees, which arg the race I mainly work with ait
which I recommendao any beginner/are exception^
ajiy-gciiLle, Still, bee stings cannot be avoided
altogether. Since bees sting only when they feel
threatened, however, von can mortify y^tr hnbav-,
ior to riinimtzethe chances of being stung.^Wheq-
^Tyoujwork with bees, you should avoid abrupt

for hectic movement. You should also make sure
lie not wearing perfume or usi at

are perfumed because these scents ardiuse the bees.
WearingjtgprQ[taate clothing (see pt^ge 22) also
helos orotect a |inst bee stings.

Where wilfyou put your bees? This is a question
must Kettle before you embark on beekeeping.
hivesEJtenld be away from human dwellings.

orchard, the edge of woods, or some
—SQtnewhere where the colo-

d have access to go'od forage-
a radius of 1 or 2 miles (1.6-3.2 km) and

you can perform the necessary chores undis­
turbed. If you plan to keep bees in your garden
(which should be at least about an acre), the hives
must be placed at some distance from a neighbor’s
land. A visual barrier about 6 feet (2 m) high made
up of bamboo mats or, better yet, a hedge of tall
bushesorotherplants will keep the bees from being
• nuisance to your neighbors. If your garden iru-
jfndftj fnuLtfees. anri-ihns offers a-ready snume

fyntirffees, this is of <-r>iir?P a great advtm -
jejjetting up a small pond to satisfy the heels-,!
~' for water is also~a jumd idea. Most states

undis

1 1 Before you acquire bees
seasorrhelpmg an establishedbeekeeper look after
his or her coldmes7~Sometimes weekend courses

also.be


pie pi
according to von Frisch. She pounces on a honeybee about to'
enter a flower, sinking her stinger in the bee’s soft throat, then
[‘clasps that part of the bee’s abdomen which contains the honeyj
bag, squeezes out the nectar it contains through its mouth and
consumes it.” Having dined, the digger wasp carries the para?
lyzed bee to her underground nest where she parasitizes it;
digger wasps are known to line up a half-dozen paralyzed bees
and lay a single egg in just one of them. When the egg hatches

tcctivc devices, such as rugosities, hairs, spines, and scales, as]
well as the folded wings; the many legs; the ability to lose and]
even to regenerate certain appendages without greatly interfering]
with life and reproductive processes; the protective waxes, res3
ins, and offensive glandular materials; poisonous body fluids arid]
gases; stinging hairs and other devices; the specially constructed!
living quarters in plant tissue, in water, soil, debris; the cnveld
oping and protecting cases of wood, earth, waxes, paper; the webs,";

\ cocoons, spittle, nests, galls; the internal parasitic habits on other
hosts; the innumerable other means of protection and of escaping
natural enemies through the complicated processes of develop^
ment; the methods of escape by protective coloration and mini?
icry, death feigning, jumping, snapping, and flight; the
aggressiveness exemplified by ants, mosquitoes, bees, wasps; the
ability to bite and sting; the ability to reproduce in such numbers?
as to overcome almost every opposing factor, even including larger]
animals and human beings. ... .4

) The list of bee enemies is long, and includes woodpeckers
and some other birds, opossum, hedgehogs, shrews, molesj
toads, frogs, spiders, wasps, ants, termites, rodents, squirrels
skunks, bears, and polecats. One of the more treacherous foes
of bees is the crab spider, which crawls into a flower where it
lurks in ambush; when a bee enters, the spider sinks its fang?
into the bee, sucks out her life juices and casts out the dry
husk. * j
r^Tfff^nggerw^n is an even more imaginative and formida;

Inown in Germany as the bienwolf, or bee-wolf;

*

<-• > 1 U S T IJIE ■ 1QL. I—-------- '-------- vinto a maggot-like larva, it systematically eats up all of the bees ]) 1
placed at her disposal, their bodies preserved by the wasp’s /
fatal venom, like so much fresh meat. J

Kujgbi*dj,TTI!irtlllS, and swallows nil liuiuiluus iulltis Uf bees/
accounting for large numbers of victims taken on the wing?
Toads lurk under hives waiting to devour the unwary, ill, or
old who have been expelled, as well as workers who make nav­
igational errors or arrive overloaded and miss the landing board.
The greater wax moth, previously discussed, can devastate a
weak hive. Skunk^scratch on the front of a hive until bees
come to investigate and are devoured in large numbers; these
wily predators can be such a menace that wire fences are some­
times erected as protective barriers around hives.

Bears shot by hunters have been found with their mouths
anf^Soat^ matted with stingers after robbing bee nests. The
invisible webs of spiders are a menace to bees and other flying
insects; spiders leisurely wrap the snared victim in silk fila^
ments, aSlRynTg it up, then inject their own venom, dissolv­
ing the bee’s flesh so the juices can be sucked out.

Ants and mice nestinhwgs, and in some cases are tolerated
as’TenantsTTTTiey confine themselves to areas away from the
combs and not in contact with the colony; in the south ants
may viciously attack and ruin hives. Mic^d^grea^^maw^
chewing combs, stealing honey, and T5mT3mg a nest'for tKe
winter, a mouse equivalent of going to Florida for the cold
months; a strong hive will sting an invading mouse to death,
but the corpse is too big to move so the bees cover it with
propolis, like a tomb, and go about their business as if it didn’t
exist.

Wasps and hornets bent on stealing honey occasionally tan­
gle with bees, but a single wasp can usually defeat a single bee
by stinging it to death with no ill effects to the wasp. Epic
battles have been witnessed between marauder wasps and
defending bees. As mentioned before, bees do not go to the aid
°f a comrade bejpg mauled o^laughtered, but stand by as if



devices, such as rugosities, hairs, spines, and scales, as'
well as the folded wings; the many legs; the ability to lose and
even to regenerate certain appendages without greatly interfering
with life and reproductive processes; the protective waxes, re$3
ins, and offensive glandular materials; poisonous body fluids and
gases; stinging hairs and other devices; the specially constructed,
living quarters in plant tissue, in water, soil, debris; the envoi-'
oping and protecting cases of wood, earth, waxes, paper; the webs,^

\ cocoons, spittle, nests, galls; the internal parasitic habits on other;
hosts; the innumerable other means of protection and of escaping
natural enemies through the complicated processes of develop;
ment; the methods of escape by protective coloration and min£
icry, death feigning, jumping, snapping, and flight; the
aggressiveness exemplified by ants, mosquitoes, bees, wasps; the
ability to bite and sting; the ability to reproduce in such number^

as to overcome almost every opposing factor, even including larger
animals and human beings. ... .3

| The list of bee enemies is long, and includes woodpeckers
nd some other birds, opossum, hedgehogs, shrews, molest

toads, frogs, spiders, wasps, ants, termites, rodents, squirrels;
skunks, bears, and polecats. One of the more treacherous foes
of bees is the crab spider, which crawls into a flower where if
lurks in ambush; when a bee enters, the spider sinks its fangs
into the bee, sucks out her life juices and casts out the dry
husk. - - . «■ j
1111 di^^r^^^^neven more imaginative and formida^
Die pralUlUl1, known in Germany as the bienwolf, or bee-wolfi
according to von Frisch. She pounces on a honeybee about tc
inter a flower, sinking her stinger in the bee’s soft throat, then
‘clasps that part of the bee’s abdomen which contains the honey-
Dag, squeezes out the nectar it contains through its mouth and
consumes it.” Having dined, the digger wasp carries the para­
lyzed bee to her underground nest where she parasitizes it;
digger wasps are known to line up a half-dozen paralyzed bed
and lay a single egg in just one of them. When the egg hatches 
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into a maggot-like larva, it systematically eats up all of the bees p
placed at her disposal, their bodies preserved by the wasp’s /
fatal venom, like so much fresh meat. kZ.'T J
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amounting lor large numbers of victims taken on the wing?
Toads lurk under hives waiting to devour the unwary, ill, or
old who have been expelled, as well as workers who make nav­
igational errors or arrive overloaded and miss the landing board.
The greater wax moth, previously discussed, can devastate a
weak hive. Skunk^ scratch on the front of a hive until bees
come to investigate and are devoured in large numbers; these
wily predators can be such a menace that wire fences are some­
times erected as protective barriers around hives. ^>...

Bears shot by hunters have been found with their mouths
aniSffroat^ matted with stingers after robbing bee nests. The
invisible webs of spiders are a menace to bees and other flying
insects; spiders leisurely wrap the snared victim in silk fila-
ments, Srnying it up, then inject their own venom, dissolv­
ing the bee’s flesh so the juices can be sucked out.

Ants and mice nestinhp'gs, and in some cases are tolerated
as’TenanT^^^ie^confine themselves to areas away from the
combs and not in contact with the colony; in the south ants
may viciously attack and ruin hives. Mic^dc^rea^dama^
chewing combs, stealing honey, and TiuTJtlm^a^iestfortne
winter, a mouse equivalent of going to Florida for the cold
months; a strong hive will sting an invading mouse to death,
but the corpse is too big to move so the bees cover it with
propolis, like a tomb, and go about their business as if it didn’t |
exist.

Wasps and hornets bent on stealing honey occasionally tan­
gle with bees, but a single wasp can usually defeat a single bee
by stinging it to death with no ill effects to the wasp. Epic
battles have been witnessed between marauder wasps and
defending bees. As mentioned before, bees do not go to the aid
°f a comrade bejgg mauled oc^laughtered, but stand by as if
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ual darkness in the hive. Remove the cover and there is a sud­
den burst of brilliant sunlight that must be much like having
the roof of your house abruptly ripped off at night with a pow­
erful light beaming in.

I Bees are especially upset if the hive is opened when the
weather is cold or damp and their brood might chill; they.
respond in the only way they know, charging toward the source
of danger, ready to sting the invader, their sole means of pro-:
test and protection. If intercepted by bursts of smoke, they
turn tail and take refuge among the friendly, reassuring frames
of comb and honey, standing by to protect their threatened
home, ready to sacrifice their lives if necessary.

I do not pretend to know how smoke affects bees, but I have
observed an odd reaction to it. If the smoker is left unattended,
smoke barely curling out of the funnel, the bees show great
curiosity about it, as they do about any unusual activity or new
equipment near their hive, and hover over the plume of smoke.
I have seen several suddenly dart into the mouth of the smoker
to die in the flames. How is this fatal attraction for that which
repels and kills to be explained?

The effect of smoke on bees may be more profound than we
suspect: fire is considered one of the original elements of life,
part of the heritage of all life, embedded in instinct. The sun,
itself a mighty inferno pulsing deep in space, provides energy
and largely controls the rhythms of life. When exposed to smoke,
bees are responding not only to an immediate danger, but to
events that go back millions of years in time and strike deep
memories that have slipped beyond our reach, as we have fallen
out of touch with most forces of nature. - >

While smoke is the most reliable means of subduing irate
bees, there is a little-known defense that is an even more effec­
tive way to escape avenging bees. It is to take refuge in a dark
place. Bees will not venture into darkness except within their
own hive; like most other species, they fear the unknown and
the darkness with the mysteries and threats that lurk within;-'

T3

S I X T Y - S E V

‘-y V V tercd by nature, Dees have their share of ene­
mies. They are preyed upon by others but prey upon none
themselves, prized for their flesh by some, for their honey by
others, a few merely wanting to move into their hives for shel­
ter and warmth. Their primary defense, as in all things, con­
sists of acting in numbers, compared to the individual techniques
of offense and defense that abound throughout the insect world,
a world of hunters and hunted, kill or be killed, eat or be eaten,
of strange symbiotic alliances, parasitism, indifference, and
ingenious strategies but most of all ancient enmities in the
unending and deadly struggle for existence.

E. O. Essig describes some of the armaments and defenses
employed by insects, pointing out that “for some 250 million
years insects have been able to flourish on land and water, in
Arctic barrens and tropical jungles, in deserts and grassy prai­
ries because they have developed special and wonderful adap­
tations to meet all the varied conditions of this earth. Not just
a few but literally thousands of species, representing practi­
cally every order, live together in nearly every ecological niche.

“They have survived so long without being greatly altered
in size and form or reduced in numbers. In direct competition
with all other higher forms of life on land, they stand supreme
>n numbers of species and individuals. Only some lower
microscopic forms like bacteria may outnumber them.”

Their survival, he continues, is based on many qualities of
insect fitness:

• . . the hard, elastic, tough exoskeleton with its powers of
renewal and its resistance to corrosive chemicals; the many pro-
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exists is certain, but it is certain also that
its memory is exceedingly short-lived.
Dare to replace in her kingdom a mother
whose exile has lasted some days, and her
indignant daughters will receive her in
such a fashion as to compel you hastily to
snatch her from the deadly imprisonment
reserved for unknown queens. For the
bees have had time to transform a dozen
workers’ habitations into royal cells, and
the future of the race is no longer in
danger. Their affection will increase, or
dwindle, in the degree that the queen rep-
resents the future. Thus we often hnd,

’' when a_~virgin’~queen is performing the
I perilous ceremony known as the “ nuptial

flight,” of which I will speak later, that
her subjects are so fearful of losing her
that they will all accompany her on this

questions that deal with life, we can draw one conclu­
sion only: that, till better obtain, curiosity still must
rule in our heart.

The Life of the Bee
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A Short Introduction to Bees
Feeding and Pollinationtween 46 and 50°F (8-10°C) on the outside. The

stronger a colony is when the winter sets in
(10,000-20,000 bees), the easier it is for the bees to
maintain the needed temperatures.

In January and February, if the outside tempera­
ture in the northern, eastern, and midwestem states
rises to 50 or 55°F (10-12°C), the workers take two
or three cleansing flights. The winter cluster breaks
up temporarily, and the bees fly outside to eliminate
their feces. Bees of a healthy, undisturbed colony
relieve themselves only outside, never in the hive.
The small, yellowish squirts are quite easy to see in
the snow.

Most winter bees survive until spring. A few
older ones die in the course of the winter and are
carried out of the hive on mild days. In February thp
queen resumes egg laying, and in March the bees
stan foraging for the firstnectar.

The head of a worker bee. With their large compound eyes
bees are able to perceive ultraviolet as well as polarized
light. The upper and lower mandibles are used to chew
honey and pollen and to knead wax. Bees feel for the
nectaries of flowers with their labial palpi, and they have
sensory receptors in the antennae that register odors and
outside temperature. The tongue, or proboscis, with its
taste buds is used to suck the nectar from the nectaries.

When a worker bee is about 15 days old, she
begins to make some orientation flights to become
acquainted with the surroundings of the hive. By
the time she is 20 days old, she is ready to work as
a field bee and starts collecting nectar, honeydew,
and pollen whenever the weather is warm enough
(60°F, 15°C) and dry.

Nectar is a sweet secretion produced by a
flower’s glands, which are called nectaries. To get
at the nectar, the bee must penetrate deeply into the
corolla, where the nectaries usually lie buried. In
this process the hairs on her body pick up pollen
grains, and since individual bees specialize in par­
ticular flowers, visiting only one kind of blossom
on any one flight (flower fidelity), they automati­
cally pollinate the flowers with the pollen that
clings to them.

The bee absorbs nectar by means of her tongue,
or proboscis, and sucks it into her honey sac or
stomach, which is connected by a funnel-shaped
valve to the digestive tract (see drawing on page 7).
The bee absorbs only as much nectar into her
digestive system as is needed for her survival.

On the way back to the hive, water begins to be
eliminated from the nectar in the honey sac and
passed to the intestines. At the same time the nectar
is enriched with substances produced by various
glands of the bee. When the field bee returns to the
hive, she unloads the processed contents of her
honey sac into empty cells of the comb by means of
her proboscis or passes on the nectar to hive bees,
which also process the nectar and then store it in
empty cells.

Other hive bees pick up the unripe honey, which
is still very thin, process it with enzymes they
produce, and then deposit it in other cells. This
procedure is repeated over and over until the nectar
has turned into honey. Some bees are located be­
tween the honeycomb and the hive entrance, beat­
ing their wings very fast to move the water that is
evaporating from the honey out of the hive (see



Page 1 of 1

Demographic Development

After the war, Austria became a destination for ethnic Germans, who fled from or were driven out of
their homes in Czechoslovakia, Romania, and Yugoslavia. Other refugees and "displaced persons," who
were either uprooted by hostilities or victims of the expulsions sanctioned by the Allies and carried out
by East European governments immediately after the war, also came to Austria. Between 1945 and
1950, about 400,000 immigrants- -ethnic Germans from Eastern Europe and otheer non-German
speaking refugees-settled in Austria and eventually became Austrian citizens.

American Apitherapy Society's Web Site - BVT nf Rheumatic

Facts

After Austria was annexed by Nazi Germany in March 1938, an estimated 130,000 Austrians, the great
majority of whom had Jewish origins, emigrated from Austria. More than 65,000 Austrian Jews died in.
the concentration camps and prisons of the Third Reich; 35,000 non-Jewish Austrians shared a similar
fate or were executed after trials. An estimated 250,000 Austrians were killed in action during World
War II; 25,000 civilians were killed as a result of bombing or military action in Austria. Some of these
losses were offset by Nazi population policies that promoted motherhood and large families for racial
reasons.

Between 1900 and 1991, the country's population grew from 6,004,000 to 7,795,800. War deaths and
birth deficits during each of the world wars and the consequences of the Great Depression profoundly
influenced the development of Austria's population. Approximately 190,000 men were killed in action in
World War I. Increased mortality among the civilian population as a result of the hardships of war and
the immediate postwar period and extremely low birth rates resulted in a population decrease of 100,000.

x- between the censuses of 1910 and 1923. Postwar immigration of German-speaking and Jewish
populations from the successor states-ot Austria-Hungary to the Republic of Austria and emigration
from Austria after the war basically offset each other. Economic and political crises in the 1930s caused
72,000 Austrians to emigrate to non-European countries. The largest contingent of emigrants, 37,000,
were from the province of Burgenland and went primarily to the United States, mainly for economic
reasons.

http://www.geocities.com/historyofaustria/facts.html 12/30/2003
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Austria

ECONOMY

Gross National Product (GNP): US$174.8 billion in 1992 with 2 percent growth rate; US$22,110 per
capita with 2.4 percent growth rate.

Agriculture and Forestry: Agriculture and forestry accounted for 2.8 percent of gross domestic
product (GDP) and 7.4 percent of labor force in 1991. Principal crops: grains, fruit, potatoes, sugar
beets, sawn wood, cattle, pigs, and poultry. About 80 to 90 percent self-sufficient in food.

Industry: Major sector with 36.3 percent of GDP and 36.9 percent of employment in 1991.

Services: Services accounted for 60.9 percent of GDP and 55.8 percent of employment in 1991. Largest
growth sector; 10 percent growth in share of GDP and 14 percent growth in share of labor force since
1970.

Major Trading Partners: Most trade with European Union (EU). Germany largest single trading
partner (in 1993 accounted for 38.9 percent of exports and 41.5 percent of imports), followed by Italy
and Switzerland.

General Economic Conditions: Stable economy with generally good rates of growth; high living
standards, comparable with other countries of Western Europe. In 1992 real GDP growth 1.6 percent,
inflation 4.1 percent, and unemployment 5.9 percent; in 1993 real GDP growth -0.3 percent, inflation
3.6 percent, and unemployment 6.8 percent.

Imports: US$48.6 billion in 1993. Major imports: machinery and equipment, manufacturing products,
chemical products, fuels and energy, and foodstuffs.

^Exports: US$40.2 billion in 1993. Major exports: machinery and equipment, paper and paper products,
{transport equipment, metal manufactures, and textiles and clothing.

Balance of Payments: Current account deficit US$900 million in 1993. Persistent trade deficit. Per
Y/ 1 y capita income from tourism strongest in world; helps balance deficit.

Currency and Exchange Rate: Schilling. In March 1994, exchange rate US$1 = SI2.1.

Data as of December 1993

http://lcweb2.1oc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?frd/cstdy:@field(DOCID+at0007) 12/30/2003
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^^^vell as the folded wings; the many legs; the ability to lose and
j _ CWerrto regenerate certain appendages without greatly interfering .
 with life and reproductive processes; the protective waxes, res-

ins, and offensive glandular materials; poisonous body fluids and
gases; stinging hairs and other devices; the specially constructed J
living quarters in plant tissue, in water, soil, debris; the envel­
oping and protecting cases of wood, earth, waxes, paper; the webs,

\ cocoons, spittle, nests, galls; the internal parasitic habits on other
hosts; the innumerable other means of protection and of escaping
natural enemies through the complicated processes of develop­
ment; the methods of escape by protective coloration and mini- ■
icry, death feigning, jumping, snapping, and flight; the]
aggressiveness exemplified by ants, mosquitoes, bees, wasps; the'
ability to bite and sting; the ability to reproduce in such numbers
as to overcome almost every opposing factor, even including larger
animals and human beings. . . .

' The list of bee enemies is long, and includes woodpeckers
/and some other birds, opossum, hedgehogs, shrews, moles,
. toads, frogs, spiders, wasps, ants, termites, rodents, squirrels,.
skunks, bears, and polecats. One of the more treacherous foes
of bees is the crab spider, which crawls into a flower where it
lurks in ambush; when a bee enters, the spider sinks its fangs
into the bee, sucks out her life juices and casts out the dry
husk. ■
^TTfe-ffigger wajpis an even more imaginative and formida-
hle pr'ftjlllfJI" known in Germany as the Jiienwol^ or bee-wolf, j
according to von Frisch. She pounces on a honeybee about to
enter a flower, sinking her stinger in the bee’s soft throat, then
‘clasps that part of the bee’s abdomen which contains the honcy-
aag, squeezes out the nectar it contains through its mouth and
consumes it.” Having dined, the digger wasp carries the para­
lyzed bee to her underground nest where she parasitizes it;
digger wasps are known to line up a half-dozen paralyzed bees'
and lay a single egg in just one of them. When the egg hatches >f a comrade bei

into a maggot-like larva, it systematically eats up all of the bees
placed at her disposal, their bodies preserved by the wasp’s 

accounting lor large numbers of victims taken on the wing?
Toads lurk under hives waiting to devour the unwary, ill, or
old who have been expelled, as well as workers who make nav­
igational errors or arrive overloaded and miss the landing board.
The greater wax moth, previously discussed, can devastate a
weak hive. Skunks scratch on the front of a hive until bees
come to investigate and are devoured in large numbers; these
wily predators can be such a menace that wire fences are some­
times erected as protective barriers around hives.

Bears shot by hunters have been found with their mouths
anffflfimat^ matted with stingers after robbing bee nests. The
invisible webs of spiders are a menace to bees and other flying
insects; spiders leisurely wrap the snared victim in silk fila­
ments; a?HTying it up, then inject their own venom, dissolv­
ing the bee’s flesh so the juices can be sucked out.

Ants and mice nest in hisiqs, and in some cases are tolerated
as’wnants'i'f they confine themselves to areas away from the
combs and not in contact with the colony; in the south ants
may viciously attack and ruin hives. Mice do great damage,
chewing combs, stealing honey, and WuTHm^Tnest^fortne
winter, a mouse equivalent of going to Florida for the cold
months; a strong hive will sting an invading mouse to death,
but the corpse is too big to move so the bees cover it with
propolis, like a tomb, and go about their business as if it didn’t
exist.

Wasps and hornets bent on stealing honey occasionally tan­
gle with bees, but a single wasp can usually defeat a single bee
by stinging it to death with no ill effects to the wasp. Epic
battles have been witnessed between marauder wasps and

I defending bees. As mentioned before, bees do not go to the aid
mauled ot^laughtered, but stand by as if
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The cause of this decline is to be seen in the undue expectations
put in this method and its excessive extension under not sufficiently
exact indications. The disrepute brought upon this method is due to
the fact that whereas the pharmacological and chemical research of
bee venom developed along strictly scientific and laboratory lines ,
the clinical research remained encumbered, on the one hand, by an
almost mystical enthusiasm and, on the other hand, by a stubborn
unwillingness of clinicians to believe blindly in the natural forces
hidden in the bee-sting. Moreover, many preparations of bee venom
made up till now had very often a purely commercial character and
doubtful content of efficient substance, or their composition was kept
secret by the makers.

Office
Coordinator's

Letter

leFVenom Therapy

The_curative propertiesdfbee venoas/have a very long tradition. In
Old Egypt many diseases were treated with ointment made from
bees. Similar treatment has been reported by.gkny-and Galon
Charlemagne and Ivan the Terribie-suffehngTromgoint-disgase,

| LikomskiyJ 864.and Terc 1888 published the first clinical studies
I’deaiingwith the'influ|hpe of bee-s^np uponjhe^njatis^m.»
/ However, the very expansion of the bee venom therapy of^heumatic-

diseases started only in the twenties of this century and soon the
use of bee venom spread throughout Europe. In America it was
Beck who initiated a similar wave of apitherapy through his
monography of 1934. In recent years we are witnessing a new thrust
of bee venom treatment in the West, thanks to Saine, Broadmann et
al. Nevertheless, bee venom treatment had also its period of
decline, both in Eastern Europe and the Western countries. Thus in
the majority of classic handbooks on rheumatology many authors
consider it a dubious method, admitting at most its histamine-like
and counter-irritant effect.

Hoja^tp Get Started
OF

Dr. Frantisek Kuthan

Bee Venom Treatment of Rheunjatic
Disorders

President's Letter

If we want to achieve a certain clinical evaluation of apitherapy, we
must not consider it a panacea for every kind of rheumatism but
rather an efficient adjuvant to the basic classical treatment of
rheumatic diseases. This circumstance in itself points out difficulties
in evaluating the results of bee venom therapy and explains the

http://www.apitherapy.0rg/1aas/kuthan
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Clothing

losing the Right Race

If you are clever with tools you can also build a
pollen feeder (similar to a small birdhouse) and the
worktable for a leaf hive (see drawing on page 20)
yourself.

For a beginner I recommend starling out with the
Italian bee. Apis niellifera linguistica, America’s
most popular race, or, my favorite, thexarniolaiLor
Aii-strintU^prs, Apis me 11 if era carnica (see photo on
page 55). The latter, which are characterized by
gray bands on the abdomen but are very similar to
the Italian bee, offer a number of advantages:
• They are so gentle that you will be able to work
with them soon without wearing gloves.
• They remain on the combs without becoming
excited when you work with the hive. This is a par­
ticularly useful trait when you are looking for the
queen. More excitable bees may retreat to the hive
walls or some dark comer as spon as you remove a
comb.
• Carniolan bees develop brood quickly, and the
colonies therefore grow rapidly.
• Through selective breeding, this race can be 

Overalls made of a light, while materjKTave
proven useful protective clothing for woryng with
bees. To keep the bees from crawlip^rmside the
clothes, the suit is equipped with aofpper in front,
and the cuffs of the sleeves anddrants have elastic
bands in the seams. Don’t.^dar dark or woolen
clothes; dark colors and^Boi seem to irritate bees.

To protect your fac-wnead, and hands from being
stung wear light-paired gloves and a beekeeper’s
hat with a veiOOnce you feel more comfortable
handling beyyou can dispense with the gloves, but
there is40rneed to test your courage as a beginner.

adapted well to existiodMonditions, such as the size
of the hivoj and th^jlfcaiion.

consult

iranspoi

7 It dot
'established colony, a colony without a qt
swarm. There are a few rules that must be ‘
however, both in transporting bees ani
them established in their new locate

them must never be left in the full
that the bees get enoughoxygen]
if the oxygen gets low. In their^
more oxygen, which in turn'
gradually the temperature it
If it reaches 140°F (60°
the combs collapse, ant

So if you plan tomj
sure to replace the it
lation grid (seedraj
way is to use hij
bottom boards
high and withJ
sides. Durini
and hang in
frames, wbf
the screening.

startsKth an
jjffn. or a
Kserved,
m getting

I Thejie^
ftm bees in

1W It is essential
®ause they panic
mation they use up
tes them more, and

ij^e hive begins to rise.
Ke wax begins to melt,
fe colony perishes.

Mb a colony in its hive, make .
fr insulating lid with a venti-
ig on page 16). An even belter

Wwith transport floors, that is,
Kh rims about 5 inches (10 cm)
ic wire screening on two opposite

■pvel, the bees can leave their combs
flusters from the bottom bars of the
re they get plenty of fresh air through

The best time to buy bees or take over colonies
i their hives is the spring. With this timing you will
e able to harvest some honey the first year. Colo-
lies with or without queens (see pages 30 and 34)
ind swarms (see page 7), that is, bees without hives,
an be bought in June or July. If you attend beekeep-

trs’ meetings, you can ask around about who is
ailing new or established colonies. Qi-you can

me to Get Started



«



1894

§4^ Edmund bom. Died, 1900’—1 y

5. p. 49a How important his father seems. “Mommie, are you the most
beautiful woman in the world?”

4. p 30a , 40a A.H. loves his situation. Angela and Alois Jr. to school all
day. LoveSj^fe^^^rchitecture.

p39a Near year long separation of Family when Alois is assigned to Linz in

1.
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54 ADOLF HITLER’S EARLY CHILDH

13 Birth record of Edmund Hitler. HA, File 17, Reel 1; Jetzinger (G), P-
Jelzinger (E), pp. 56-57.
14 Jelzinger (G). p. 88; Jelzinger (E), p. 37.

five-y car-1
mother’s darlii
called for the boy'ttSqiake ar;
produced closer ties betyaee
responsibility to compensate Tor
Responsibility-had not been forced'uppnj
tirtje. Edrtmnd’s birth provided the- pei

standing of children and a minimum of interest in their develo
ment, was not one to appreciate a boy’s attempts at self-expressi
Adolf began to encounter increasing numbers of sobering confro
tations with his father from which he was less and less able to si
back into a protected position.

In the early summer of 1893, Klara became pregnant again. H
condition undoubtedly reduced her effectiveness in acting as a shi
for the boy. During this time, he was particularly exposed to pate
attention. Much of Klara’s worry about her previous pregnanci
assuredly returned at this time and further^ clouded the relatio
between mother and son.

"Klara gave birth to a boy on March 24, 1894. The ap
bKM’Ssghild, who received the name of Edmund, im

Adolf what was left of his p '
md the baby of theji ... 

ad'adjustment which'should ha3
.father and son or jrfore independe:

Joss of . Jiis protected positio
firn^consistently up to this

„.x_. _______ r  r-^fect circumstances und
wrtichJtcT make the change, but-at the last' mpment^Adolf escap
again^OlKApril 1, 1894,^^ week after the bitjhsjaf Edmund, Alo
was *translerrbdto hiji-n'ew post at Linz, arid-left forfhe new assigi

jnent. The family^mowever, apparently-fearing the risks of>travelin
with the ne-wbaby, staged behindTnPassau.13 14 For twelve months th
familv-tfved apart from the~jgtner, who made only occasional vfei

.j^Tmaintain-the lines, of authorityL-puring°thFvear?^evenvoneda4h _
family was busy in Passau; Klara had her new baby to care for,
while Angela and'young A]pis were involved in the last phases of
their elementary education. Adolf was busy, too, doing exactly as |
he wishedAvith almost total freedom. Everyone wa
wateji-him; he was too young for school, and his aweso
living fifty milcs-away.. Instead of renewed demands for co
he had been presented with the gift of freedom.

For one whole year, Adolf lived in a five-year-old’s paradi
r---- ■ -------------------------------------------
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G), p. 57;
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a life of leisure.and
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n, which he er
is retired after'

/thirtymilcSA-
and Adolf was

freedom to new responsi-
lenge for the boy to meet,

, baflt was only the beginning of
jponthaf terpins arrival in Hafeld,

|e at the little country school
:red on May 1, 1895.17
fty^years of service and came

15 Mein Kampf, p. 126; Jetzinger toys With the idea that the German char­
acter of Passau exerted a special influence on Adolf. Jetzinger (G), p. 88;
Jetzinger (E), pp. 56-57. /
'* Jetzinger (G), pp. 65-67; Jetzinger (H), pp. 47-48. -

Munich police report of 1924. Ha] File 1760, Reel 25A. Statement
“dter schooling in Leonding school records. HA, File 65, Reel 13A.

Jetzinger (G), pp. 64-67; Jetzinger KE), pp. 47-48.

tTTFebruary 1895,,Alois.had purchased aTiopse. and-.nihe<yres.J
/ theRauscheriGutin Hafeld near.LambachwapproximaJel^-thirty

TTEBSSUhe-family-settled on.the.ft
abruptly reqilic«l to make a transition froi
bilities. This was undoubtedly a serious ch
as it would be for anyMjild of six,
limitations on his independe'nce^A'

.he was enrolled in school ft
,at Fischlam bei Lamb;

Qn J une 2511895^
home to the Rjzuscher Gut to devote hjmsel
bcekeepipg2£ff-must have seemed the golden molh^nt he had sought
for yej.p£ Finally he could do what he wished and phtythe gentle-
mjuTfarmer to his heart’s content. He was only fifty-oighFnfoketime,
find althaugh-retifement aTthis earlyagihadbeen justified on the basis

/playing games and roughhousing with the children
f' foorhood. Miniature wars and fights between cowboys and Indians

appear to have been his favorites, and they were to continue as his
major diversions for many years. Since Passaiy was in Germany,
war games would have pitted French against German in the spirit of . .

ii| 1870, yet there was no particular importance In the nationality of V?
• the victims. Europe was full of heroic little boys who massacred all

national and ethnic groups impartially. This year of childhood com­
bat was important in Hitler’s life not because/ it was spent on Ger­
man soil and added a Bavarian touch to his speech, but because it
was a year of escape into almost complete freedom.15 * At home he

' began to assert himself more and probably displayed the first signs
t,-' of consuming anger when he did not get His way. Outside, play,
f. without limit to action or imagination, reigned supreme.
'^.z^-Happy as the year was, it could not last/ forever. The reckonin
K came in April-il-895“‘when the family wps reunited in Linz

led
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boy was called Edmund. A week later Alo s Hitler, who had evidently
satisfied his superiors, was appointed to a 1 even higher post in Linz.
Because Edmund was too young to travel, Klara and the children
remained for another year in Passau.
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With his mother taken up by tl\e new baby, and his stepsiste/and stepbrother
Angela and Alois Jr busy with \heir schooling, Adolf had/or a time the run
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free swarm is 01

bees. I had one hive and ji
come along so I could expand. I as!

ify me if anyone reported a swanti

5t is probably with]
so much as out/failures, those dark blotches of ini

equacy that mar the cam/ises of our lives. One of mine
shortly after I began
hoping a swarm wou
the local police to
similarly alerted fronds and people 1 knew. J

There were : eral calls, one from the police; a won
reported a swar in a tree in her yard. 1 went immediate
carrying a ’ ' ' homemade swarm box, saws, poles, and}
ious paraphernalia. The woman said the bees had arrived]

in tall trees, and it takes a bit of daring, or perhaps ihsanity, t
pursue them. But there is something about such
makes the average sensible beekeeper come unhinged. He
climb tippy ladders to lethal heights, clinging ti
one leg wrapped around the trunk while trying xo saw loose!
branch with a few clinging bees. I have steen frustrate
beekeepers saw down huge trees to collect a/few bees. I ar
convinced that bees have a sense of humor, Enjoying nothin
so much as taking off the instant they arc about to be captures

It is a disservice to the average beekeeper to infer that hei
motivated by frugality or greed alone.
part of the attraction. The beekeeper clings perilously toj
branch, balancing on his fragile perch in a display of cunnii
and reckless courage, eye to eye with a pulsing, humming swar
f bees about to take wing; in that instant he captures not ju

a\few transient insects intent on changing abodes, but a pare
hitnself that he lost long, long ago.

prize tl
previous afternoon, remained overnight, and took off about fif­
teen minutes before I arrived. “They just left!” she cried, “What
a shame!"

Another swarm had taken up quarters high in the eaves of
an old house. The owner was determined to get rid of them at
once. He was not dissuaded by my argument about what good
neighbors bees are, but came around when I pointed out that
bees were preferable to the cost and inconvenience of having
the house dismantled to get to them, and someone possibly
getting hurt and suing him; I have learned that economics carry
weight where principles fail. I had two or three calls from
strangers, and the “bees" turned out to be yellow jackets.

Finally I had a call from an acquaintance named Charlie. He
formerly kept bees commercially but had sold them and was
now in construction. “Are you still looking for a swarm?” he
asked. I said I was. “I have one for you,” he said, and told me
where to meet him.

The swarm was near the center of town, conveniently on a
low bush in a front yard. It was disappointingly small, appar­
ently an after-swarm. Charlie must have noticed my disap­
pointment. "There aren’t enough to start a new hive,” he said,
“but you can unite them with the one you have.”

I told him I didn’t know that two strange colonies could be
put together. “Oh sure," he replied. “You use the newspaper
method.”

“What’s that?”
“Simple, I’ll show you.”
He professionally snipped off the branch the swarm clung

to and popped them into the swarm box I had brought. As we
drove to my hive, he explained that often when a colony is too
'veak to make it through the winter it is united with a second
t0 make one strong colony.
.The day was overcast, not at all suitable for working with

s, but Charlie assured me that the newspaper method was
°°lproof and there would be no problem with the weather.
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school education. After continually uprooting his family, often
lois finally moved

just south of

bride was 25. the groom 48.
six in the morning and by
again." After the marriage,
other “uncle” and "niece." 1,1

Everyone agreed that Al
tilious to a fault. He was a)
family and left them comfort
his son’s fantasies—that he " -
been respected in the villages
gave him a generous obitua
passing has left a great gap
circle of his friends and at
memories of him.” 17

Yet there were some les
who were interviewed by the
to put the father of the Fiihre
Cations about his character. F
after his second wife died, te:
a terrible temper.1*
’ Alois' colleagues in the
village Stammtisch found hit
person with a temper that fit
his promotion, he insisted up
cial Hitler” and was furious
“Herr Official." He was not a 1
chimney," and even a friendh
about his addiction. While in
subordinate to smoke~tvffle-Qr

Adolf Hitler’s lifelong ”rt ■
hatred of the habit, seems t
father’s tobacco pipes. In th
the symbol of paternal autho
that even after Alois Hitler h.
presence continued to be felt
entire flat, and "on the kitci
carefully arrayed the long pi]
almost a symbol in the farm
when talking of him. Frau
pointing to these pipes as tho
fully she carried on the father’

Hitler’s efforts to disregat
nected with his father Every,
pedantic punctuality. Indeed, :
nau recalled that among pun
a real “demon on time.” Even '
he would never allow his assis
time on any occasion.”

“ During his 21 years of service/in Braunau, where Adolf was born, the house-,
hold was changed at least 12 times;/during two years at Passau, the family moved
twice; T V— ■it-.pttrn

111 the neighboring village of Fischlham. This purchase of some nine acres
-of land allowed Alois to indulge his favorite pastime of beekeeping; chickens andr
^njmw helped provide for family needs; there were also fruit trees and *a Invelv view.
frut alter only IWo"tart bl occupancy*Alois sold tlic~n|ace and moved his family to
the village oflLambach.) where they lived first in the ILeingartner Inn.jand then in ;
an old mill—two-Hrtrn^es in one year. No financial crisis Seemed responsible for art
these moves. Alois's income was steady, secure, and on the rise, and these were
peaceful, economic

ment-a
leaving attractive homes for no apparent reason,
in retirement to a little house in the village 0
Linz. In that, village, on 23 January 1903, while/sipping his morning
quarter liter of wine at the Stammtisch of the /Gasthaus Stiefler, he
died without benefit of medicine or clergy at the ajje of 66.

It is difficult to get a balanced picture of/Alois Hitler. Contem­
poraries who knew him well had differing i ressions of him. His
sexual exploits, for example, drew mixed reviews. Some villagers were
shocked by his infidelities, others indifferent/ others a bit envious, p

We know that during his 30’s he fathered/a child by a country girl
named Thelka, whose last name is lost to hjfetory. A few years later,
in 1873, he advanced his,career by marrying Anna Glassl, the daughter
of a governmental inspector. The bride w/ts physically unattractive
and 14 years older than Alois, but the d ry was generous enough .
to provide a maidservant named Antonia ayr who had attracted his
attention. While married to Anna, Alois alio had liaisons with another
teen-aged maid, Franziska Matzelberger—Commonly called Fanni—and
also with Klara Polzl, his 16 year old iece who would become the
mother of Adolf Hitler. Klara had left /he farm to come to work in
the Braunau inn where Alois and his wi/'e were then living. Apparently
Alois’s overtures to Fanni were sufficiei/tly clumsy as to arouse the sus­
picions of his wife; in 1880 Anna Gla^fcl Hitler won a separation. Alois
then took Fanni to live with him, but/mly after he had agreed to send
her rival, Klara Polzl, packing—appt^ently off to Vienna. Fanni gave
birth to a son, also called Alois. (TJhis Alois Hitler, Jr.—Adolf’s step­
brother—later became something 0 a black sheep, married an Irish
girl, and fathered William Patrick itler, the nephew who reportedly
tried to blackmail his famous uncl# in 1930.) Alois married Fanni on

'22 May 1883, the groom was 46, the bride 22. Two months after the .
weddingf Fanni gave birth to a dai/ghter, Angela, who would later play
a rather important role in the life /bf Adolf Hitler. When Fanni became
ill with pulmonary tuberculosis, Alois shifted his attention back to
Klara Polzl, who had been brougjif back to take care of Fanni- and her

1 and he had received a papal aispen-
sation for the wedding, Alois /rfarried Klara early one bleak winter
two children. As soon as Fanni die

e ManTHE PSYCHOPATHIC GOD: ADOLF HITLER

in rural Austria.
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Jetzinger (G), p..S'); Jetzinger (E), p. 43.
Wagner, pp. 22-23; Jetzinger (G). p. 66;

Frank, Im Angesicht'des Galgens. Deutung Hiti^Ts
eigner Erlebnisse and Erkennlnisse (Munich. 19
discounts his drinking, while Frank stresses it.

en when he hadved frequently, an
extended peri , as at Braunau, he had

as if attempting to preserve

On J Klara gave birth to a daughter, Paula.21 The boy
was thdfeby pushed farther out of babyhood and along the joad

im a miniature adult. There were'
ing in age from fourteen yea

ere were children

w five
o a few days.

Everywhere Alois looked,
no longer aBje to issue gencra\dircctives
With pie under < , it as necessary for him to bp
involved in th^ rough-and-ltlTnUld^et^everyday family life. The old
man fled the tu oil as often e coukt leaving beTiind the echoes
of his rumbling a\id roari f to the sanctuary of the local inn, where

await their execution.

elaxing companionslnp, papers to read, a
a soothing glass of wine orpeer. As the weeks

in unending succession with nothing to break
the and no fjope of permanent escape from the. chaos at
ts ill Hiking sterns to HkVb 1116 eased/2 J________

Somehow all his hopVs and dreams about retirement had worked"
out wrong. Alois had b\en a restless-soul _aU_af_his—life^_pushing
onward, advancing himse\f and his family, and constantly seeking
something new. He had
stayed in a duty station for
resided in inns and temporary quarte
the atmosphere of movement^ AJk'of this had been justified by the
great dream: at the end of
which he would be a g

he was able to fin
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As a d
had norfchance of success under id^al conditions, and the situation
in Hafeld was far from ideal. Th noisy, troublesome children
were ever-present, the farm a far
Alois had anticipated. Nine acres p
successful cultivation by a man whose farming experience lay
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49THE HITLER FAMILY

is of incorn^, assets, expenditures and standard of living,
lized the middle class. A steady income was

it is difficult to state Alois’ income in modern terms, an estimate
of his relative financial position can be made. At the peak of his
earning po\er, he received considerably more than the average.,1
elementary sthool principal, and his income placed him in appro-

~ximaIEiy~the center of the salaried middle class. He was far removed
from th<Tstatus\of a great entrepreneur, but he was also well above the I
position of all blue collar and the majority of white collar workers, j

► Even in rctiremimt, Alois’ financial position was excellent. In the
189O’s, his pensiop was approximately twice the income of, a factory
wargeQgthe tirte of Ms deathJ^9Q3^Mr^^OaOTIonnrincomel
^ras stuTsix times the^MfflmarafSUoweL^Austrian-day-laborer—wlio-y
worked regulaily?»A^''^

II
the family nearly epiti
backed by substantial \savings, with the sure prospect of a com­
fortable pension and widow’s and orphan’s benefits if needed. Wild
extravagance was not possible, but there was also no need for op­
pressive self-denial. AU the trappings of middle-class existence, from
paid education for the children to plenty of big black cigars, were I
readily obtainable in the Hitler household. Only Alois’ age and the
youthfulness of his family mgrred the classic picture. In retirement
he was to find that raising young children on a pension was not
altogether easy, because his income declined just at the point when
the costs of child rearing rose. Tni5 was irritating and required some
adjustments, but the family continued to receive a comfortable in­
come. \

Throughout the period between\the middle of, the 1880’s and
Alois’ death in 1903, the family’s security^afid standard of living
were never in danger.41 When Klarajbecamc pregnant again in the
winter of 1888-1889, the prospept'of Increased expenses created no
alarm in the Hitler househpKL Klara\was apprehensive, but only
because she feared another tragcdyTsudh as those whichhad over­
taken her first threexmildren. If her fourtth child lived, his economic
well-being was

41 Jelzinger (G), pp. 122-24; Jelzinger (E), p. J?\Drage, p. 68.
41 Statement by Frau Rosalia Hoerl. HA, File Reel 1.



1895

2. April—Moved to\Hafeld

e farm is called Weis. Pd. 5 to 6,000guIder

15. Alois retires age 58. years of service.

19. May. Adolf enters one r<\om village school of Fischlha0$.. Soon knows
that he is the brightest. Hears ^nd learns what pupils of the second, third and
fourth grades are learning.

31. With Alois working in Linz\and Klara in Passau, the family live^apart

from the father for 12 months, ” ' “ z" ' " ” z

by Alois from poplar,11. two 3 tier hives ma

9. Hafeld purchase.



DroneWorker Queen

Comb Building

’he queen is the sole female with fully devel- 

,substance) from the mandibular gland in her hen

A Short Introduction to
Division
Colony

The three kinds of occupants of a beehive—worker,
queen, and drone—shown in relative size. The tripartite
structure (head, thorax, and abdomen) of the insects is
clearly visible. Three pairs of legs are attached to the
thorax and are equipped with combs and brushes used by
the worker bees to brush pollen from the hair on their
bodies into the pollen baskets on their hind legs. The two
pairs of wings also grow from the thorax.

embossed on the wax foundation, and this facili­
tates the bees’ job of drawing the comb. The bees
build cells on both sides of the foundation. These
cells are tilted upward slightly and measure about
'Zs inch (5.37 mm) across. They are used for rearing
new workers and for storing honey and pollen. The,
bees would build cells of the right size and the same
regularity without the pattern on the foundation.
Having the pattern to follow saves them time,

li however, and also forces them to build cells exclu-
1 sively for worker larvae. As the beekeeper knows

Worker bees live only ahnifT4(THays, and the
first half of their lives is spent working inside the
hive, attending to the brood (see page 6). Worker
bees act as nurses, build and renovate comb cells.
feed the queen and drones, which are unable to feed
themselves, and guard the entrance to the hive (see
page 11). The young bees that work within the hive
are called house or hive bees. When they are about
20days old, they start leaving the hive to forage for
nectar, honeydew, and pollen (see page 8) and are
then called field or forage bees.

The sole function of drones is to mate with the
virgin queen (see page 7), although their presence in
the hive may also help maintain the temperature
necessary for the proper development of the brood.
that is. about 95°F (35°C).

between 1000 and 2000 eggs a <jay—under extraor­
dinary circumstances up to 3000—an out
represents about twice her own weight. The queen

zalso~secretes a pheromone (the so-called queen

Bees live on combs where they raise their brood
and store food. The beekeeper (or apiarist) places
rectangular wooden frames with thin sheets of
beeswax (comb or wax foundation; see page 24)
inside the hive. As soon as the house bees are 10
days old. they settle on the comb foundation and
secrete wax to build, or draw, cells. The wax ap­
pears in the form of small flakes or plates between
tfcrfc of the segments of the bee’s abdomen. It is
then picked up with the mandibles and masticated

. , before being used for the building of comb cells.
oped ovaries. Erom Marcji until October she lay^ j^^^Qphe hexagonal honeycomb pattern of the cells is

Thisscemsecrctidn, which is taken up by the'
worltefbeesatfending to the queen and passed'onim

f > npnute quantities to ail the bees in the hive, s.timu-
V *nates and inhibits certain basic behaviors and physi- I
\ ologic processes and thus significantly affects the I

life and social order of a colony.

and could not sur-Honeyb ______________
vive as single organisms. In the summer a typical
colony is made up of a queen, some 50,000-70,000
worker bees, and up to 2000 drones (male bees).
Division of labor determines everything, and each
of the three castes specializes in performing its
particular tasks.

I#





bet

spent
comin

No doubt
goes to school inew
suffering wasf
panions claim!
He was disccj
being a ringli
been allowed
ence of new
ing that t
merely g

Wh
attack
age of
custom
and w

with.
He was disa
and showed
with Adolf's educatio
the property at Hafek
satisfied with the opp

gat^heart, and
^Gng bees. Adolf

Hnter: “iLWfis the most normal
sVMOic^t^-would null qu!__as “ Mi#h romping in tl

panionship of unust
ing. but this did not
home. And although
future career, I had

had taken. I 1
as being developed

ellows. 1 had becon
well, but was othertf

thoughts about his acqi
enjoyed the prospect oL
vividly remembered /ne
thing in the world to“be si . _____________
many as -fowy five or fifty stings from the old gentlemaj—when—be
returned from clearing the hives^-Ie never protected himself in any way,
except by smokingTH the timeAIn other words it was a good excuse
for another cigar!" Adolf’s ".forty-five or fifty stings" was probably an
exaggeration, but there was no dohbt that the old man was a passionate
beekeeper. \

His decision to retire caused no surprise in the family. He was simply
going back to the traditions of his ancestors: he enjoyed physical work
and hated idleness. It has been suggested that he was suffering from
some unidentified sickness, or alternatively that he was disliked by the
senior customs officials who forced his early retirement, but there is no
evidence that he*was either ill or unpopular. He retired on lune 25.
1895, shortly after his fifty-eighth birthday. Fie was a"”strong, rugged
man. devoted to hisTamily, his farm, and his "bees. He hoped the farm
would pay its way, but if he failed as a farmer, he could always fall
back on his substantial pension. There is nothing in the least surprising
about a man wanting to retire early before old age settled on him. Aloi
had evidently been planning his retirement for some time.

rHafeld was one of those villages which look laygefthan they are
because the farmsteads are widely scattered. Alois’s cottage stood on a
slight elevation and was completely invisible from the road because it
was hidden bv an orchard ., There were stables for the farm horses an3~
cows, and there was a hayloTt where the children played. Everything
abouT the new property was pleasing, except the most important thing.’
It was not good land;'and though Alois worked hard, he could not
make it pay. MortT'than a year passed before he realized that he was
farming unproductive land, but with the stubbornness of an old peasant
he cqptifiued to farm the land for some time before abandoning it.

oung Adolf's life of leisure came to an end on May 1, 1895.,.jjipr.tly
after his sixth birthday, when he went to school for ffieHrst time. §ince
Hafeld had jip school of its own, he attended the little country school

~arTIschlham nearby, walking across the fields every morning and after­
noon. One of his teachers, a”man called Mittermaier, remembered him
as a lively, bright-eyed, and intelligent six-year-old who camejn-seheel
hand-in-hand with his twelve-year-old sister Angela. Both children were
eat and orderly, and Mittermaier was of the opinion that they had been
ell trained at home. Adolf was always at the top of his class, and it

was noted that he received the highest marks for deportment
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care and management (pages 24—43) of
bees, including all the necessary manipulations, is
probably the most important part of beekeeping.
Anyone who does not look after the bees conscien­
tiously is bound to suffer repeated setbacks. I
attempted to describe as lucidly as possible h
work with movable-frame hives, such as the/Lang- 

usually accommodate 10 frames, as w/11 as leaf
hives (which are in common use in Gerpiany). I also
cover the subject of harvesting honey/starting with
the removal of honeycombs from t hive and then
describing how to extr
erly. Since it is often necessary to build or repair
parts of the equipment oneself—where practical
carpentry skills come in very handy—I have also
included some instructions in this area. The chapter
on the yearly work cycle (pages 46-50), in which all
the chores are organized chronologically by month,
should serve as a useful guide and reminder for any
beekeeper but is needed especially by the novice.

The new beekeeper is also given all the neces­
sary basic information about the different bee prod­
ucts and about diseases, pests, and dangers, includ­
ing bee and brood diseases and damage caused by
pesticides and herbicides. To aid the beginner in
mastering the beekeeper’s lingo quickly, a short

tant ecological service because many plants are
dependent on bees for pollination. Of course, con­
cern for the preservation of nature is not the only
reason that more and more people are becoming
interested in bees. Beekeeping is a satisfying and ex­
citing hobby that demands that the beekeeper—to
be successful—be familiar with the life cycle of
bees and perform the necessary tasks at 0e appro­
priate time in the course of the changin/ seasons.

Beekeeping has a long tradition. 10s likely that
people used the products of wild bep£ as far back as
theJ3ronz^^j£. During the Mid
ers, who tended wild bees that
,,,arf trnpri||!|||| localise thoj' provided both light
(beeswax) and sweetenspphoney). They "were'cfi-
rectly responsible to the local sovereign and were
allowed to carry a cjXJSsbowjQ_dgXgi>d_themseJxes
against the floney/fnarauding bean In time, these

pe^^arTecnir move the hollow
trees, inclusiv/of bees, closer to home, and this was
the beginning of apiculture.

This Wtle handbook is designed primari ly for the
beginning beekeeper. In order to describe all the
many tasks that have to be performed in the course
o&a year of beekeeping, I had to choose a simplified
form of presentation, and some of my explanations 

ed in hollow trees.

Preface

ve
to

may strike the more experienced reader as unusual.
I begin with a short introduction to bees, which

describes the life cycle of bees and .the many-acfivi-
ties that take place inside the hive, activities that a

glossary of beekeeping terms has been included.
The appendix contains the addresses of beekeepdr,s’
associations and a list of books and publications for
further study.

Werner Melzer

The instructive drawings and color photos will
help the inexperienced beekeeper understand the
activities of bees and facilitate working with them.
I want to express my thanks to Mr. Walter Berghoff
for his drawings and to all the photographers who
have contributed their pictures, especially to Mr.
Donat Waltenberger.

beekeeper must understand fully to do his or her
work. Then the beginner is told exactly what the
necessary conditions for beekeeping are; only if
these conditions are met is success with bees likely.
The next chapter discusses how to choose the right
kind of hives and other necessary equipment. This is
followed I ying, transporting, and es­
tablishing





fcaradise to the Hitler children, but one cannot help feeling sur-
Ktscd that a gregarious town-dweller like Alois Hitler should
have chosen such solitude for his retirement. His longing for a
house and some land of his own, noticed by Emanuel Lugcrt,
must have been powerful indeed.

After some trouble I succeeded in obtaining a copy of the
relevant extract from the Land Register and this reveals the date
of purchase (already given), the place, namely Weis, and the fact
that the property was registered in the joint names of Alois and
Klara Hitler. The actual Deeds of Sale and Purchase were un­
fortunately unobtainable, having presumably been confiscated
by the Nazis, and a rough idea of the purchase pri ust there­
fore be obtained from similar transactions concl that time.

hese suggest that Alois Hitler mu
which four-fifths wasgulden for the estate (ab

" f 'Z probably in cash. H""C^xl he raise e money? Presumably from
ed, these would have supplied

whole of the sum/iquired.
no doubt, for apiculture, the nine-

thrive, or pay its way, on bee-keeping
.Statable though it wa

acre property could har
alone. In fact, to mak profit from the land, as he intended, Alois
would have needed,16ng experience of farming and a considerable
capital. But he possessed neither, and so from the start lost
money. Withi o years, however, his business sense triumphed
and, thouglyit meant the end of his long-cherished dream of
landed proprietorship,.he.decided to sell, finding a purchaser in

eg l8pv^gnd concluding the sale of the freehold on
-th-afyear. The Land Register records that the

new/owner was a IDr, Coprad Ritter von Zdekauer. There­
after the estate changed hands _no eleven *umes
in~'twem^Vggs._ until ultimately, i9 the ownership was
pJestedin Martin Bormann as truste&T'oF’the National Socialist
'Party.

—th i letter date December jcjoD dressed to his former
neighbour in H "CTUud-pulp-supplier by the name of
Wiihrer. Alois Hitler wrote:

his wife’s dowries. Carefully inv
almost

not less that 5000

the spri

* Th early July 189^ the Hitler family moved into lodgings in
jjambacfo.dat first to the Schmiedmiihle, so called, and then, as
"Sor^kthey could find better accommodation, tojggSilL<inthe *
centre of the, town. In those pleasant and, at that time, prosperous
surroundings, they~lived for, eighteen months. But Alois Hitler .
had not lost the desire'for a house ofhi^oWn, nor did he over- I

look the fact that real property was the safest form of investment, f

. . I have heard that Frau von Zdekauer is proposing to
sell the Rsmschergut again—to yet another party from Vienna.
It provides a pleasant change for such people for a year or two
and they arc the richer by one lesson atjin^rate, namely tha^
everything has got to Jicjearnt,. B> *5^—

longer be keeping bees, but still retain the empty hives, among
them tyo three-tier hives which I made in Hafelj-fronmonlar
wood, you nugKTEuy’niemTacIcTor me, just as a memento of
my_ activities there.'

The sole surviving documents in Alois Hitler’s own hand
The following letter was addressed to the Board of Inland

Revenue in Linz and dated 19th September 1895. The handwriting
is even and accurate. The grammar, spelling and syntax of the
German original are beyond reproach. A glance at the original,
or a photostat copy, is enough to disprove the tenacious legend
that Alois Hitler drank too much; obviously a man of fifty-eight
who could write so neatly cannot have been a drunkard. The text
reads:

‘The most respectfully undersigned
manent retirement by order Z

s transferred to per-
.Pr. of 25th June 1895.

not an official accountant, h?
takes the liberty of^requesting approval for the release and
return of his c
Murauer

ion money which is the property of Johann
buseholder of No. 7, Theatergasse, Braunau-on-

As the undersigned

D
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abbot, with supreme authority over all the monks. But while he enjoyed
the church cereiiHJlllUL and luultcd upun lhe aEbot with awe and ven­
eration, he remained a quite normal schoolboy with a schoolboy’s
capacity for mischief. One day, when he was_abflajjuisj£aia-aHrf
priest caught him smokilig-a cigare!t^^u~s was a serious matter, and for

jlerffluie'riarjd

indtaiec

fjs^aWnEeS

^igapore,;
Kitfi'oughF/iioisff?:

a w.
nger passe.d, Jor^tjie priest .quickly forgave, hug^

schodjing as though nothing Had happened'.''1''’ ' ’J
■^Visitors to the monastery have observed one curious and memorable
detail. In six or seven places—over the ornamental gateway, over a
stone well? and over sdme~nf~the stalls'in the abbey—a swastika appears.
The swastika was included in the coat of arms oLAbSoTTheodorich von

'ge¥i7;*who ruled over the monastery in the fifties and sixties of the
asfcentury. In German a swastika is a fefe^ferggSAEfind evidently the
abbot regarded it as a pun on .his oWp^OT?7^*differ.enqe between
Haken and Hagen being so small that it might’pass unobserved. The
abbot's swastika inspires no fear: it was carved delicately and simply,
and the only emotion it conveys is one of surprise that an abbot should

ecause the farm was not paying its way.
ozen times

rg.

ischlham,  . 
1897, he sold the property, which was to exchange hands
in the next twenty years.

As soon as the farm was sold, the whole_ ily went into lodgings
at Lambach, the nearest town ot a ZETLambach was halfway

assail it had an ancient and
distinguished history. Ther as a great Benedictine monastery, which
had been founded in, eleventh'century. Byzantine frescoes and many
paintings by njedieval masters were ^till preserved m the monastery?"'—>
thmbacjUnra many other churches, jncluding..lhe,fa^
bu^fCjq^tbe form of a triangle'With three towers, three gates, three'
ivindows, and three altars.  

3olf was admitted to the school attached to the Benedictine monas-
rTandwas immediately fascinated by the new world of church ritual,

the blacF-robe'd monks, the abbot rulingjiis. flock with all the authority.
of an earthly king. He did well in the school and was overwhelmed by
Pie beauty of the services. Ecclesiastical musie fascinated him, and in
fiis spare time he took singing lessons so that he could sing in the choir.
“Again and again I enjoyed the best possibility of intoxicating myself
*illi tW ̂ CfelTTIT ■sptrrrt festivals of the Ch
wrote later. “It seemed to me perfectly natura 

g highest and most desirable ideal,{fust as my father regarded the^
niage priest as his ideal”/l‘here was thus no trace of anticlericalism

Ifi lhe lUIflily. Fit1 ‘IWU^Blifs Adolf contemplated the possibility of ppg-
""

20

between Linz and 5

ly,
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/Moral conduct—3
Diligence—4

Geography—4
History—4_____

^KTathematics—573
Chemistry—4
Physics—3
Freehand drawing—2 

The prepubertal learning difficulties and academic troubles noted
by Dr. Bios also plaguejls.yj>png Hitler. Through the years when he at­
tended Volksschule ,(ages~6-4r),. Xdolf’s school record was excellent.
Herr Lehrer Karl Mittermiipr his^teacher in the Utt]? pJprppptAry school

n ---T-_ which- he attended1 from tte'ages''o?'six''tb-e~ight, -remem-
ered him a? t^^tarbfhis seKool; "FulTmarlcsarreverysu^iect. .
entally ver^TtTu3^3er?T.obedien't‘ but'liVely." Similar reports have '

________ school at LambachTageg Here he was an ex­
cellent student and an asset., to the boys1 choirof the jQ£aj_monastexy-

Young Adolf also did very WeTnum^vCTzsscTiuTem/Leoridin^, which
he attended for half a year in ,1899.

irfSeptember 1900 iitBut when he entered thel'R'e'irtschuie lin D
the age of, 11, striking change’s appeared in his' - -----
seemed ’unable or unwilling to concentrate on his studies. His first year
went so badly and was so far "below standard" that he was obliged
to repeat the form. The second year went rather better—since he was
repeating all subjects—but during the third .year (1902-1903),he failed- i
in mathematics and his diligence’-was '"variable.”' By_igo4 he was
doing so badly that he was passed only on the condition that he leave
the Linz Realsckule. His"mother?was 'obliged'to’ send, him to"the school
at Styr; ab.out'-iS/miles rfroimhis home; where she rented a room.for .
him. His report-card (dated ifi September-igog-j-is-still in existence/
On a scale with 1 as excellent, 2 good, 3 satisfactory, 4 adequate,
5 below standard, young Hitler received the following grades:

nangaijrffnl

s’ nbw

Gymnastics—1
Shorthand [optional]—5

subjects,.mathematics-.and’ pe'rmh’n/’.He would, have been obliged to
-repeat the form.-Instead, he dropped out [of school.'His failure in
German is not surprising to those who have read Mein Kampf or any
of his adult letters in the original. His marks in history and geography
scarcely support the boast in his memoirs that “by far my best work
was in geography and better still in world history, my two favorite
subjects in which 1 shot ahead of the rest of the form.” 70

Thus, by the age of 11, Adolf was no longer the obedient star pupil

Since Adolf failed to reach the minimum standard in two required . .
arte mafliPmaHrt;--anr1“’niprrnan’"~.Kp. wniilrl ‘ "Jiavp Eppti nhliapd tn
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ADOLF HITLER’S EARLY CHILDH'

concerned while the German position in Austria was s’SlIously
threatened. Jjjpspnqyent-s<an^ the reactions they created •

Reich, p. 16. 14^-"—'
« Jetzinger (G), pp. 68-69; Jetzinger (E), p. 48. Part of a newspaper series
on Hitler’s youth “Aus Adolf Hitlers Jugendland" by Firtz Chelius, which
is preserved in HA, File 17, Reel !A, begins at this point. It appeared in a
Rhenish newspaper in April 1933 [?] and contains some solid facts mixed
with omission and error.
” Goerlitz and Quint, p. 22; “Aus Adolf Hitlers Jugendland." HA, File 17,
Reel 1A.
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if/'t-Mein Kampf,
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(London, 1934), t
„ " I'luflra.
’̂ ?,-Reich, p. 17.
KMAus Adolf Hi
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^chdol’m the 1c

Tjthbuglirbrbecc
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(with his own a.

^'dreaming of a .
^a-.cig;
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^trouble at home
^Neither this inc

,was important
it^.was on the c
expeditions that
nis-place as an

fc.The frustrate

vided a discouraging counterpoint to the souring experience with the
farm and retirement. Alois also became convinced that he qa^ldmol
^hlain- caj4eeeRL.educationvfQ.F, .hi;.. children, in .backwar
ponfused, frustrated and angry, he threw in his hand in 'Ju
[three months after the Badeni language decrees were^sst
hold the Hafeld farm and took up residence in the town of Lam-
jbach.”

During the first months in Lambach, the family lived in temporary
barters at 8 (the later Gasthof Leln/tariner). In the early part of

______________ t Of rbdniS 6n the second floor of a mill
’fey a miller named Zoebl. The mill was still being used, with

working In tflB fdnVafd ’part of the ground floor and~a
.. _____________ higer practicing Ills trade in the rear. The

‘jliitlers lived in the mill for approximately a year, over half the time
te-tuWn7'4lmiliT>llClL,Was,a-.hltle settlement of l,70Q,«m

^fihabitaht£Uaut~iT~proBably appeared comparatively large after the
yearson the farm. Little change occurred here in the pattern of the
family’s life, however, largely because Klara took charge of the
household with her customary efficiency.

The new surroundings and the relief from the financial losses in
Hafeld seem to have encouraged Alois temporarily, and the first
months in Lambach may have found him easier to live with. Before

[Tong, however', the old problems of restlessness, frustation'and irri-
| lability returned and increased. The close quarters and the increasing
^assertiveness of his offspring made Lambach an even less congenial
Environment than Hafeld. There was no farm or beehives to which
yAlois could flee. The tavern7~theretore, saw tooTnuch of him, but
Seven this was not enough/to insure peace tor the children. The little

60

ey moved into a

ilblacksmith name
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the age of 11, striking changes appeared
'seernedTinabTe or unwilling to.concentrate 0

------ - - ---------, ..a--wduld.-have^been-bbliged'-to~
-rbpeat-the form'.--Instead] he-droppetr'out ,'of/schodl; :His failure in

1 German is not surprising to those who have' read Mein Kampf or any
of his adult letters in the original. His marks in history and geography
scarcely support the boast in his memoirs that “by far my best work
was in geography and better still in world history, my two favorite
subjects in which I shot ahead of the rest of the form.”

Thus, by the age of 11, Adolf was no longer the obedient star pupil

Since Adolf failed to reach, the mi
subjects,. mathematics and/German'J

'Moral conduct—3
Diligence—4

/ Religious instruction—4
' . ftTerman—

Geography—4
■ History—4_____

l/cellent student and anZassfif to the boys choir of theJacaLmgoaStfit?*- ~
[W Young Adolf also did very 'weHTnt!!e1ro?7?ssc??u?einy Leondin3T which
\| he attended for half a year in 1899.^
_ ____ JBut when he entered tlie|7TeMschule jin L'TO^iq’September 1900 at

in his '

i /^Mathematics—
Chemistry—4
Physics—3

; Freehand drawing—2
_Gymnastic^—i
Shorthand [optional]—5

ravior.' He now
seemed'unabib or unwilling to.concentrate on his studies. His first year
went so badly and was so far “below standard" that he was obliged
to repeat the form. The second year went rather better—since he was
repeating all subjects—but during the third year (1902-1903).he failed 4
in mathematics and his diligencb^'ivaV "variable." By" 1904 he was

. doing so-badlythai he was passed, only on the condition that he leave
I the Linz Realschule.- His mother'was obliged to send him to- the school

. I at Styr," atoufl'i5.miles"frgm_his home; where she rented a room" for
Ihim. His report card (dated l6.September-;igo5)-i8-stiH in existence
jOri a scale with 1 as excellent, 2 good, 3 satisfactory, 4 adequate,
5 below standard, young Hitler received the following grades:

The prepubertal lemming difficulties and academic troubles noted
by Dr. Bios also plagued<.ybpng Hider. Through the years when he at-

. i tended Volksschule. Zggeg-jfi-TT).- Adolfs school record was excellent.
^Herr Lehrer Kar] Mim^sfpr.his_tearher in the Iitfle_e|prrpn_tqr?' gehnnl

r‘ _ J which he attended.'from''tlf£^ges"5^six^2.eight-,-remem-
i^e'red him as t^^starhfhis-^school :"FuH~mar!<siii~eVer^^uoiect. .

plent ally verj^tmB^BfiElgbedfen? but"Ji_veiy." Similar reports have
' ijTOlnLjJuull IfUln the schooTatT^amb'ach (ages R-^Y Here he was an ex-
■/rollonf ct 1 irTn-n t onrl nn occof tn tho Kntrc’nVv ni-r nf-tlno . Innal mnn <vcto-T-vr
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Since Adolf failed to reach the minimi
subjects,. mathematics-.and';German~h'el v
repeat the form. Instead, he dropped o.u . .. ...
'German is not surprising to those who have' read Mein Kampf or any
of his adult letters in the original. His marks in history and geography
scarcely support the boast in his memoirs that "by far my best work
was in geography and better still in world history, my two favorite
subjects in which I shot ahead of the rest of the form.” 70

Thus, by the age of 11, Adolf was no longer the obedient star pupil
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ing difficulties and academic troubles noted
by Dr. Bios also plagued.ybpng Hitler. Through the years when he at­
tended Volksschule .Cages,6All)Adolf’s school record was excellent.
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Young Adolf also did very well in tneVo77tssc7tffl^n/Leonding, which
he attended for half a year in ,1899.

, - _JBut when he entered ttie[HeMschufe |in L1
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'shemim unable or unwilling to concentrate on his studies. His first year
went so badly and was so far "below standard" that he was obliged
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repeating all subjects—but during the third year (igo2-i9oj3) he failed $
in mathematics and his diligence--wa’s"“variable.” By ..1904 He. was. L
doing so-badlythaf he was passed only on the condition^ that he leave
th? Linz Realschule: HisTno.ther'was^pblige’drto"sehd. him to. the school
at Styr, about Ts'milesfrom his home; where she rented a room for

I him. His report-card (dated i.6LSep.tembeE~rgo5-)-is- still in existence
On a scale with 1 as excellent, 2 good, 3 satisfactory, 4 adequate,
5 below standard, young Hitler received the following grades:
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subjects.. mathematics and' German," he would have'-been- obliged 'to '
repeat the form. Instead, he dropped out of school. His failure in
German is not surprising to those who have read Mein Kainpf or any
of his adult letters in the original. His marks in history and geography
scarcely support the boast in his memoirs that "by far my best work
was in geography and better still in world history, my two favorite
subjects in which I shot ahead of the rest of the form." 70
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ftwas at this time that Germany departed from
the mainstream of European political thought.

—Hajo Holborn

as in personal lives—is not so much what actually happened as what
people believe took place. And what generations of Germans believed
about their Befreiungskrieg was pretty much what Germany’s most

ppopular h i s tori ant o 1 d ~ tKem it was. Heinrich von Treitscjike. “School­
master of Germany," " enjoyed an influence over his countrymen

I unmatched by any other modern historian. For generations, the
history taught in German schools was Treitschke’s History of Gprmnny
Indeed, his book was so widely accepted that it was often cited as the
Deutsche Geschichte, without the name of the author being given
In every school and university lecture hall the message was pro­
claimed Prussia and the "North German stock,” through glorious vic­
tories over Napoleon, had won the moral right and historic mandate
to unite the Fatherland and impose the Prussian system on a new and
militantly powerful Germany. Treitschke hpiled the glories of Prussian
power in memorable—if not alwaysFaccurafe—prose: -----

^The common people . . . had, amid need and suffering, rediscovered
their love for the Fatherland. Their souls werd’ stirred . . . they

, Stormed forward irresistibly and then they broke loose the old
fun a tedesca. the savage wrath of the. Northern berserkers .
What a wonderful sight it was when the peasants rushed upon

f the French infantry at Haeelbere. advancing

Smashing military
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Germans had mixed reactions to Napoleon, the man’who con­
quered their lands and dissolved their first Reich. He was hated as the
"Enlightenment on horseback" who brought with him Western ideas
of liberty and equality, constitutions, codes of law, and other concepts
foreign to the German experience. Yet/ther^was grudging admira­
tion for this man of power and Of^n^Wit. "Rattle your chains as you
will," said Goethe, “he is too strong for ybu.” Hegel hailed him as a
“world historic hero." The most influential historian of the day, Jo­
hannes von Muller, extolled him as "a hero whose equal is not to be
found in the memory of the centuries.” After receiving a personal
audience with the French conqueror of his native land, Muller wrote
ecstatically, "It was one of the most remarkable days of my life. By
his genius and his unconstrained kindness, he has conquered me."

The "war of liberation" against Napoleon illustrates the tenacity

I?
The Past

It was a scene that
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calm self-assurance and conscious ease. A photograph taken in the fol­
lowing year, when he was attending the Realschule at Linz, shows him
looking glumly and moodily at the camera, and there is no trace of his
former self-assurance.

,;he;.--was:.eleven'..years~ oldr provided a fourVear“ course ot education,
equivalent to a high school. Unlike the Gymnasium, which emphasized

Quite suddenly something had snapped within him: a sickness of the
soul or a sickness of the flesh. Exactly what caused this abrupt change
in his character must remain unknown, but the death of Edmund was
probably the main cause, outweighing all others^/^gng^ hj-looke^.

-'outpfjthe: bedroom1 window, he would be reminde — 
_  WglwuMpetery Wall. Alois fend Klara, too, were

inconsolable, for tljey had lost four of their children and Wjgtifffrf fnrJha. - -

Years later, when Adolf had become famous, journalists would some­
times descend on Leonding and ask the villagers what they remembered
about him. They remembered him climbing the apple trees, or playing at
Red Indians, or pretending to be a Boer soldier fighting against the
English, for- the..Boer..Y^ar^hgd-br.ok£iLOUtUtL-j-S99-,jlMany people remem­
bered him standing op a hill-near Leonding,thj»:anns^wawnp-as~he-eom~

^mTihdefl"his-fnUhwAi^ff*^ff^r~They remembered how old Alois Hitler
would sometimes put two fingers to his mouth and there would come a
shrill whistie. Immediately Adolf would stop whatever he was doing
and run to his father, whose broad shoulders, fierce drooping mustache,
and air of authority exacted instant obedience. And they remembered
that in the presence of his father he was quiet and humble. But they
also remembered a curious detail that had nothing in common with their,
other memories. Ttid^aid< ^dblf ''i|l°° ehiSl,*t,thefes'e6n^at^-night--s?ttfhg~

k3t^e.:ceme.t.ety, gazingHip-T^ the-star4--

a classical education and prepared the student for the university and .
a professional career, the Realschule emphasized science and modern
languages and prepared the student for a career in technology and K
engineering. In the Gymnasium a student learned Latin and Greek B
until he could write those ancient languages almost as well as his T
native German. 1<h'eg'£eafjcA»fe:haH nivnnitrsps in Latin and Greek,Air T
ancient history, or philosophy, or art, and the teaching was severely I
practical.

A'dialfcs^metinjes^made ;|hp;, joyrpey-.-fr^m- Ueonding.;to JMnz, gjrioot.x. a.

If, was.n&uppleas.a .half, was.-, not; unpleasauSiOr ’ theia-^e^bllihgxineadov>^
!WerUelLm£ltXfmaUhe_^k^e® ■

■-ipproaph of Napoleon’s annyzjndjihei^^ | »



tosradisc to the Hitler children, but one cannot help feeling sur-
|psed that a gregarious town-dweller like Alois Hitler should
have chosen such solitude for his retirement. His longing for a
house and some land of his own, noticed by Emanuel Lugert,
must have been powerful indeed.

After some trouble I succeeded in obtaining a copy of the
relevant extract from the Land Register and this reveals the date
of purchase (already given), the place, namely Weis and the fact
that the property was registered in the joint names of Alois and
Klara Hitler. The actual Deeds of Sale and Purchase were un-

new'owner was
after the estate

fortunately unobtainable, having presumably been copfiscated
by the Nazis, and a rough idea of the purchase pri<

| fore He obtained from similar transactions conchae
iTThese suggest that Alois Hitler muyt_i
/gulden for the estate (abpaf^44o),

probably in cash. Hpw'md he raise^jki
his wife’s do’
almost

lust there-
that time.

haveTjaja not less that 5000
, ofwhich four-fifths was
le money? Presumably from

desfCarefully invested, these would have supplied
"whole of the sum/equired. . "

>le though it was< no doubt, for apiculture, the nine-
acre property could hardly thrive, or pay its way, on bee-keeping
alone. In fact, to makeA profit from the land, as he intended, Alois
would have needed long experience of farming and a considerable
capital. But he possessed neither, and so from the start lost
money. Withiryfwo years, however, his business sense triumphed
and, though/lt meant the end of his long-cherished dream of
landed prqprietQiship,_he_ decided to sell, finding a purchaser in
jb^sgring ryi8p7>mcj concluding the sale of the freehold on

hip I was
Socialist

j^muTfcTjZmatel y\ 7/^hh^) die /iw^ey
n ^fartin Bormann as trustejtToFthe National

tier datej'zr^’fi' December
neighbour in Hofuld, a lMUuil‘pul]5-supplier by the name of
Wiihrer. Alois Hitler wrote:

that

kvestec
*Party;

activities there.'

ion money which is the property of Johann
ouseholder of No. 7, Theatergasse, Braunau-on

In early July 1897 the Hitler family moved into lodgings in
imbac|i. dat first to the Schmiedmuhle, so called, and then, as
on*® they could find better accommodation, tojjjjgSthfinXhe?*

centre.of the, town. Jn those pleasant and, at that time, prosperous
surroundings, they lived for.eighteen months. But Alois Hitler
had not lost the desire"for a house of his oWn, nor did he over­
look the fact that real property was the safest form of investment.

‘The most respectfully undersigned
•Pr. of 25th June 1895.

not an official accountant, h?As the undersigned
takes the liberty of^requesting approval for the release and
return of his c
Muraucr

|reproach. ce^Xt the Original,
i^jfrovc/ thXtenaciouj legend
viou a man of fil^ty-eight

ave been a drunkard, he text

The sole surviving documents in Alois Hitler’s own hand
Thl following letter was addressed to the^ Board of

Revenue in Linz and dat
is even and accurat e grammar, s
Gei

otostator a
that 01s

original ^fe beyond
py, is enouf h to

hler drank too n iuch;
who {touljkwrite so neatly
reads:

. I have heard that Frau von Zdekaucr is propo
sell the Tnuichergut again—to yet another part
It provides a pleasant change for such pe
and they are the richer by one lessprfat an
everything has got to be lea

The*
longer be keeping-b€es, but still retain the empty hives, among
them tyo tjxgeitier hives which I made in Hafel j_fL0m-DQalai
woq^-younug!?tTuy7nemTacir?OTnie7]ust as a memento of

e for a year or two
m Vienna.

stransferred to per­
manent retirement by order 7.

September 18^/5/ The h riting
of theand
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Deep Are the Roots I 13
ter’s theaters, opera house and imposing government buildings. The local
companionship was more congenial.

With Alois, Jr., gone from home, it was Adolf who bore the brunt of
the father’s discipline. It was he, recalled Paula Hitler, “who challenged
my father to extreme harshness and who got his sound thrashing every
day. He was a scrubby little rogue, and all attempts of his father to thrash
him for his rudeness and to cause him to love the profession of an official
of the state were in vain. How often on the other hand did my mother ca­
ress him and try to obtain with her kindness, where the father could not
succeed with harshness!”

In a show of rebellion Adolf decided to run away from home. Some­
how Alois learned of these plans and locked the boy upstairs. During
the night Adolf tried to squeeze through the barred window. He couldn't
quite make it, so took off his clothes. As he was wriggling his way to free­
dom, he heard his father’s footsteps on the stairs and hastily withdrew,
draping his nakedness with a tablecloth. This time Alois did not punish
with a whipping. Instead he burst into laughter and shouted to Klara to
come up and look at the "toga boy.” The ridicule hurt Adolf more than
any switch and it took him, he confided to Frau Hanfstaengl, “a long time
to get over the episode.”

Years later he told one of his secretaries that he had read in an adven­
ture novel that it was a proof of courage to show no pain. “I then resolved
never again to cry when my father whipped me. A few days later I had the
opportunity of putting my will to the test. My mother, frightened, took
refuge in front of the door. As for me, I counted silently the blows of the
stick which lashed my rear end,” ,;‘Claiingd<fliis

I^j^Oheagi^ffeleventhere was something in the thin-faced
■ youngsterHooRIrarseffnnrapSt from his fellows. In the class picture

that year of the Leonding Volksschule he sits in the center of the top row,
several inches taller than his comrades, chin up, arms crossed. With his
glint of rebellion, his cocky assuredness, he is patently the top boy. He was
breezing through school with little effort and had already discovered an-

• other talent. He could draw. ^CtiffmWallgnstein^ted/March.z^.of. 4
f indipatesaJaiddj.ng.faleat as an artist;:In the, classroom Be 7
j. would spend some of his study time surreptitiously sketching. A boy
i named Weinberger once watched in wai]da^L2fiiider-recfeated.Yfram_^
ir.Hiem.Qiy. the castle of Schaumberg. "
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Erikson, pp, 225-26.
Mein Kampf, p. 6; Jetzinger (G), p. 73; Jetzinger (E), p. 53.
Mein Kampf, p. 6. The existence of a stylized swastika above the doqi30

this monastery once caused a great flurry of interest, but it was a coincidence
and played no part in Hitler’s development. Heinz A. Heinz, Germany's ffttler
(London. 1934), p. 18; "La premiere recontrc d'Hiller avec la croix gam-
mee . ..," Illustration, November 4, 1933, pp. 322-23.

Reich, p. 17.
"Aus Adolf Hillers Jugendland." HA. File 17, Reel 1A.

ADOLF hitler's early omoiioon 61

tots, Paula and Edmund, were bothersome, but safe enough under
Klara's protective wing. Angela, fourteen at the lime of the family's
arrival in Lambach. was preparing for the role of mother and house­
hold organizer; she was able to slide in alongside Klara and achieve
immunity from the sharpest clashes with her surly father. Only Adolf
had no secure haven. He was still too young to stand on his own
feet, yet too advanced to enjoy the security of Klara's apron strings.

At ten, Adolf, although still a constant victim of his father’s dis­
content, appears to have devised ways of making life bearable. His
responsibilities as the oldest son may have served as an outlet for a
growing need to participate in the adult world. He seems to have
been spared the intense feelings of jealousy and guilt which often
assail children at this age.28 He continued his schooling at the rela­
tively modern elementary school in Lambach, and his record there
remained excelledt. His father, who enjoyed singing, seems to have
provided the incentive for the boy to take voice~lessons at the choir
School in the local monastery,28 During this period Adolf temporarily
thought of becoming a monk, but the mood passed quickly. Such am­
bitions couldrec'eiveriosympathy from his^falher, they-also clashed

*th-hfs" own aggressive and competitive temperament-.3MBven-whiie
dreaming of a monastic life, he was caught by a priest in the act of
smoking a cigarette, the great boyhood crimeT'TT'e indiscretion
caused problems at school, but it'n! Ullllkdly lllhl iHmad

ests----------- ------------ ■■____ ■ -----
Neither this incident nor the "passihg’-jttractioTi of the religious life,
was important in Adolf’s development. In Lambach as in Hafel
it was on the childish campaign trail or the make-believe scalpin
expeditions that he came to life. No matter wfiat the game, he tool
his ’place as an enthusiastic participant.32 '.7

The frustrations and conflicts experienced by Alois made comnju-

>me. Alois a;
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1—his first impression, recorded in his
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n 1906 to attend university, his spelling|
d later affirm,67 pupils of J ewish descent,
: at the high school in Linz, especially
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s, at that time only 17 pupils in the
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robably correct: At the Realschule, to be
was treated by all of us with caution . . .
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hr.70 The Linz Jews for the most part
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■4 Jewish heads of household living in
irofessionals, or manufacturers.71 Some
(honorary federal posts; April 7, 1907,

■ Rabbi Moriz Friedmann the Franz Jos
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1 72

then, stayed approximately the sail e
e into the little provincial city. In th e

’ s came to town. Most of them were
1 luded in official statistics. In any case,
■ d thus against the Czechs, dominater

■ Icing town far more than anti-Semitis
. In the twenty years before 1914 the

1 :opic for discussion in the Linz City
ipers—and the schools.
d the native Linzers’ fear of over-
ccount of cheap competition, of “sell-

)ing out” their native soil, and of a soaring crime rate. According to the
pan-German Linzer Fliegende, Linz's main square had long been a
“reservoir” of “Czech boys”: “Every night you can see a number of Czechson the asphalt pavement—-who speak Czech rather loudly and march up
and down in tight circles. That way they simply wantjenroye thmattyyhave already conquered downtown (''V

The “defense battle against advancing Slavaom''~was a “cenwrfl top­
ic” among students, according to a former classmate of Hitler: “To be
sure, we didn’t look at the Slavs as an inferior ethnic group, but we fought
against the curtailing of our rights.”7■, Frequently, we are told, there was
some wrangling between young "Slavic” and “Germanic” men. Another
schoolmate stated, “The competition between the languages and the fric-

I tions in Parliament made a great impression on us pupils. We were total
against the Czechs and the ethnic Babel."76

Hitler was to tell AlberfSpeer that almost all his Linz
had rejected “Czech immigration to German Austria.” He hadrft recog­
nized the “danger of Jewry” until he was in Vienna.76 And in Munich in
1929”he saicf, I lived my youth enmeshed in the border struggle for German
language, culture, and thought, of which the great majority of the German
people had no idea during peacetime. Even when I was thirteen, that fight
incessantly pushed itself on us, and it was fought in every high school class.77

Yet the Linz Realschule did not really have a nationality problem: of
1359 pupils in the academic year 1902-03, 357 named German as their
■mother tongue, and only two Czech.76 It was not much different at the
other schools of higher education in Linz: the Czech inhabitants of Linz
were almost exclusively railroad worker^wKcTcould not afford to send

>r seasonal workers whose children

lived in Bohemia. ~~ / ____
Hitler was fourteen when yf*f90_J^AT5nguage fight broke out in Linz:

when the bishop permitted a Czech sermon in a Linz church, the city
coundl_.requesred in a unanimous, urgent motion “to cancel the Czech
service, which has been misused for Czech demonstrations,” and at the
same time advised all Linz businessmen in the future only to hire
“German assistants and apprentices.”79 In March 1904 German national
pupils and students broke up a concert by Czech violinist Jan Kubelik.
Thus the national question continued to be pushed into the foreground.

The question of whether someone was “Germanic” or "Slavic”
played an important role even among the high-school students of Linz.
According to a statement by his schoolmate Josef Keplinger, young Hitler
diligently studied the alleged differences between races. One day he ap-
parently told Keplinger, You are not Germanic, you have dark eyes and

cerii
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■ THe academic side of Hitler’s first year in Realschule was at best
spotty. His diligence was “variable,” and he failed both mathematics j
and natural science. Though he was enthusiastic about drawing'out’-

"si3e or school, his classroom work in this subject was merely “ade-
"quate,” rather than “outstanding.” Thejiramilgs of the leading aii__
^gidents were hung in the drawing-SGsjroom to serve as examples
-for boys in future classes^ but none of Hitler’s found_-lbeip-way !
<hEfeg£Tji! did not excel in'any subject, and this, combined with his
failure in two courses, did not permit him to advance to the second

Jorm.
' During the year 1901-1902 Adolf repeated the first two semesters I.
of Realschule^-His work improved somewhat, and he managed to
obtain passing grades in his courses along with favorable marks in
diligence and conduct.30 He was still working far below capacity,
however, and his improvement did not occasion any relaxation of
tension at home or increase his enthusiasm for school. In 1902-1903,
he struggled through the second form of Realschule, but again the

37 Jetzinger (G), pp. 100-101; Rabitsch, p. 30; Heinz, p. 27.
76 Zoller, p. 46.
” Rabitsch, p. 74; Jetzinger (G), pp. 101-102; Jeizinger (E), pp. 65-66.
30 Jetzinger (G), pp. 101-102; Jeizinger (E), p. 66.
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On February ml"?" '_______ _ / _____ _rr______
moved into the men’s hostel? Rudolf Hausler was from a Viennese middle­
class family. His father was a “chief commissioner for fiscal supervision”
at the customs office in Sievering, and his older brother was going to
college. Rudolf was the black sheep of the family. Due to a gross prank,
he had been expelled from school, and on his eighteenth birthday his
tyrannical father threw him out of the house to boot. Since that time he
had lived in various shelters in Vienna.53

except during jhe period when he was homeless. Hitler was officially
I registered. The authoritiescould have found him if they had wanted to."'

YetHftler’s plans to emigrate reveal that he had indeed no intention
of serving in the Austro-Hungarian military. There was only one majorl
obstacle that kept him from acting on his plans: his paternal inheritance,
which he urgently needed, was not going to be handed over to him until I
his twenty-fourth birthday, on April 20, 1913. '
•' Even long before that, Hitler was ready to leave for Munich. He
diligently studied its architectural history, and had for years—for exam­
ple, in 1910 to Hanisch and Neumann, and in 1912 to Anonymous—
talked enthusiastically about Germany in general and Munich, which he
was to call the most German of all German cities,51 in particular. Anony­
mous reportsTTIeTvas full of praise for that c’ty and never forgot to
mention its great galleries, beer parlors, radishes, etc.” Hitler had been
dismissive of Austria: “He said that all they ever did there was to suppress
talent out of envious competition and through its bureaucracy. Whenever
a new talent arrived, Austrian bureaucracy had immediately smothered
it. In Austria, he said, they put problems in the way of anyone with talent
so he would be in trouble. All talented people and all inventors in Austria
had found recognition only abroad, that’s where they found fame and I
honor. In Austria—Hitler always said Clostria—patronage and a distin-1 /

^guished background was all that counted." "dostria” was an anticlerical [
; term the Schonerians liked to use.5'1 I

By comparison, Anonymous reports that Hitler praised American
freedom of competition and Northern German preciseness. He had always
complained: If only I could soon get a better wardrobe. I can’t wait any longer
until I can finally rid myself of the dust of this country, especially since 1 might
have to go to the military call-up. But under no circumstances do I want to
serve in the Austrian Army.
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He met Hitler, who was four years his senior and whom he described
as a quiet, diligent man wearing conspicuously old-fashioned clothes, in
the reading room of the men’s hostel at Meldemannstrasse. As usual,
Hitler was sitting and painting, and because Hausler also liked to paint,
they started talking to each other. Gradually the older of the two began
to look after the younger one, who was handicapped by bad eyesight and
a thick pince-nez. Hitler, whom his protfige soon started calling Adi,
had sympathy for “Rudi”’s story, which was very much like his own.
Hausler too had to suffer from his strict, dominant father,, who even had
the same profession as Alois Hitler.

__ Hausler had close ties to his mother as well. Because his father had
forbidden him to enter his house, he^would surreptitiously visit his mother
whenever his father was not home. As a sign that he could come, Ida
Hausler put a light in a certain window of the apartment. She provided

~TTm~wirh everything he needed, particularly food and clothing.
/* Soon Hausler took his friend Adi along to DdEIfoger Sommergasse

/to visit his mother and three younger siblings. Ida Hausler, who was fifty
at the time, a self-confident, educated woman from a good family, was
glad that her unruly son had found a well-bred older friend, trusted HitTer,

Gfod was supportive of their friendshipTTurthermore,' she generously Ih-
vited the obviously destitute young man to eat with them. Hausler’s
seventeen-year-old sister Milli soon had a crush on Adi, who liked the
•Comfortable, clean bourgeois atmosphere which resembled that of his for­
mer home in Linz. Father Hausler remained invisible.

Rudolf Hausler was to tell his family again and again that he had
learned a great deal from Adi. He had talked to him about the books he
was reading and, above all, opened up the work of Richard Wagner for
him. In his only written statement about his relationship with Hitler,

. Hausler said in 1939 that Hitler took him under his care, “enlightened
I me politically, and thus laid the foundation for my political and general
education.”5'* The ninereen-year-old apparently saw in the twenty-three-
year-old a sort of father substitute. Hitler once again had an audience for
his oratory exercises.

Later on Hausler also liked to tell about his first visit to the opera,
when his friend Adi took him along to Wagner’s Tristan and Isolde. It was
the somewhat modified and shortened Mahler/Roller production, and the
main cast was still the same as during Hitler’s first Viennese Tristan on 8
May 1906: Erik Schmedes sang Tristan, and Anna Bahr-Mildenbergsang
Isolde.55

According to Hausler, they had stood in line at 2:00 P.M. and then
spent the long evening in the standing room. HitleVhad been very excited
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Rudolf Hausler Ida Hausler

that night and during the performance also kept explaining to him the
various musical motifs. Hausler, however, barely made it through the
evening, for he was not only exceedingly tired but also extremely hungry.
According to the playbill, the performance lasted from 7:00 until 11:30
P.M., and so the two did not return to the men’s hostel until long past
midnight. Still, Hitler’s attempts at educating Hausler turned him into a V
lifelong lover of Wagner.

In Hausler’s presence, young Hitler also raved about Germany. His
departure date was getting closer and closer, and Hitler persuaded his
friend to join him on his move to Munich, just as he had persuaded

TuTLinz friend Kubizek to accompany him to Vienna. And just as he had
convinced Kubizek’s reluctant parents at the time, he now convinced Ida
Hausler. Rudi had just finished his pharmaceutical apprenticeship and
also wanted to go to Germany, a country that sounded so fascinating in
his friend’s descriptions.

On May 16. 1913. the Austrian District Court Linz decreed that the 1
paternal inheritance be disbursed to the “artist” Adolf Hitler in Vienna,
Meldemannstrasse, with the~remark: “lhe cash amount will be sent by
mail.”56 With interest, the 652 kronen per annum in 1903 had increased I
to 819 kronen and 98 heller, which was a considerable amount of money.

Hitler accompanied Rudi on his farewell visit to his mother, who
gave her son plenty of clothes-and-Ua^n. Hitler promised her to take care
of Rudi in Munich. On May^24, 191.3/Hitler and Hausler properly noti­
fied their police precinct that they were moving, without, however, indi-
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Registration slip

eating where they were going. Hitler’s new registration file has the entry
“unknown” as his new place of residence- The next day Honisch and oth'
er colleagues from the men’s hostel accompanied the two emigrants on
part of the way to the Western Railway Station. I had set foot in this town
while still half a boy and I left it a man, grown quiet and grave, Hitler writes in
Mein Kampf.57 Departing from Vienna, he had significantly less luggage
than when he had arrived. At that time Kubizek had mentioned four
heavy suitcases with many books,“EuFnow, Honisch tellsUsTFeonly had
Ulone small briefcase.’’^Among other things, thi?~fnusr haVF contained
some watercolors with views of Vienna, those pictures Hitler had painted
with particular care and did not sell but kept all his life.58

Before his departure, Hitler got himself a completely new wardrobe.
Honisch still mentioned Hitler’s "wom-out” suit in the men’s hostel, but
shortly later Hitler’s landlords in Munich met a well-dressed, clean-cut
young man, whom they immediately accepted as a tenant. The tailor Popp
and his wife report that Hitler had not had a single wom-out piece of
clothing at the time, and that his suits, coats, and underwear had been
tidy and taken care of.59

In short, Hitler left Vienna the way he had arrived: as a neat young
bourgeois who had inherited money from his father and now wanted to
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become an architect in Munich, the city of his dreams. I was very happy
going to Munich; I wanted to study for another three years; I planned to go to
Heilmann & Littmann as a draftsman at twenty-eight; 1 would participate in
the first competition, and then, 1 told myself, people wotild realize, This guy’s
good. I had privately participated in all competitions at the time, and when the
designs for the Berlin Opera were published, my heartbeat started racing when
I had to admit to myself, Much worse than your own designs! I had made
theater my specialty.60 In Mein Kampf Hitler writes about Munich: A
German city! What a difference from Vienna! I neucsick to my^stomaelvwhen, ,
I even thought track on this Babylon of races!61

Hitler and Hausler shared a room in the apartment of tailor Popp at
34 SchleiBheimer Strasse. When they registered with the police, Hausler
produced his Viennese residence certificate.62 Hitler, however, falsely
stated he had no nationality. He doubtless did so to escape being reported
to Austria and avoid proceedings against him there tor evading the draTn_
He stated "artist" as his profession, which he later changed to “writer
according to passport-!^2' - —

Eater Hausler would say that the early days in Munich had been very
difficult. Hitler’s money was quickly spent. Neither of the two men found
a job. Again Hitler had to paint postcard pictures. Deft and energetic,
Hausler tried to sell them, but the income was minimal. So they were
frequently hungry and accepted any job, no matter how small. For ex­
ample, they painted signs for a nearby dairy in return for milk and bread:
“CurdleJMilk,” “Closed,” “I’ll be backsopn,” and the like. Hausler, who
was good at building things, tried to make picture frames.
r " SoofTtheir contact with Vienna and their fellow residents in the

■ men’s hostel petered out. Honisch says: “Two or three times, there was
■ a letter or a postcard from Munich. Then I didn’t hear from him for a

long time.”
Ida Hausler, who had waited for word from her son for quite some

time, finally turned to Hitler, asking him to tell her how her son was. He
responded with a two-page letter to calm her down. In the fragment of
this letter which has survived as a photograph—the bottom part of the
first page—we read: tried extremely hard to find just a halfway decent job,
this will certainly be no harder for him here, but rather, easier. Opportunities

- in the German Reich with its almost fifty cities with over one hundred thousand
people and its gigantic global trade are surely infinitely better than in Austria.
I dare say he shouldn’t feel sorry to be here even if he couldn't work his way
up, for in that case he’d be even worse off in Austria. But 1 don't believe that
at all. In a country6^

This fragment also tells us how much Hitler’s handwriting developed



Fragment that has been preserved of Hitler's 1913 letter to Ida Hausler
from Munich

Muring his Vienna years. His spelling was now correct, which was probably
a consequence of his voracious reading.

*------ The two of themdiscovered Munich together. Later on Hausler
I would laugh when he told the story of how they once sat in the 'Biirger-

brau’ tavern, overhearing people at the table next to them berating Aus­
tria. Incensed, Hitler jumped to his feet, angrily interrupted their con­
versation, and defended Austria. Hausler, who was perfectly familiar with
Hitler's tirades against Austria, was flabbergasted. When he asked his

\ friend why he had suddenly changed his opinion, Hitler curtly replied
that as an Austrian, he was entitled to criticize his country, but a foreigner

' who had no idea what he was talking about was not.
1 Hitler often had a similar reaction later on, when his audience was

overly ignorant of the complicated state of affairs in the multiethnic em­
pire. For example, in 1942 he said: People from the Old Empire haven’t got
the slightest idea about nationalities; they grew up surrounded by a cloud of
stupidity. No idea about the problem with Austria! They haven't understood
that it is not a state in the sense we use the word, but a conglomerate! Austria
didn’t have divisions, Austria had Czechs, Croats, Serbs! Blessed ignorance,
everything's in vain here.65

Hausler was much more self-confident and self-motivated than Ku-
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BEFORE THE GREAT WAR

In January 1914JfcWler was in an extremely difficult situation: the Austro-
uthorities had caught up with the draft evader. 5n January

12T19147an official letter from Linz ordered him to immediately report
'for a callup. Noncompliance might result in severe punishment in the '/
form of a jail sentence of four weeks to one year and a fine of up to two I
thousand kronen.

Hitler wrote a long letter back, justifying himself and swearing that
he was innocent. He described his years of suffering in Vienna and his
decency: Despite the greatest hardships, in an often more than dubious envi­
ronment, 1 have always kept my name clean, have no legal record and a pure
conscience, with the sole exception of that missed military call-up, of which I
wasn’t even aware at the time. He cited financial reasons for requesting to
be allowed to appear not in Linz but in Salzburg, which was closer by.67
His request was granted, and so in mid-February Hitler went to Salzburg. /
He was examined on February 15, 1914, and declared unfit owing ^to |
physical weakness. Thus he escaped military service in the Austro- ‘

"Hungarian army and evaded legal proceedings for draft dodging.
_Th£_same day Hitler was in Salzburg to face the recruiting board, p

Hausler took advantage of Adi’s absence and, after sharing a room with |
jhim for almost nine months, moved out. He took his own room, where__ 1 11110 '-'wii MiuiLi, vviirit-
no one robbed him of his sleep by giving‘~him political lecturesTHitler
could notTTelp but accept this decision. Still, Hausler remained nearby,

bizek had been. He increasingly rebelled against his older friend’s hnssU.
ness, particularly against his hot temper and pigheadedness. He also
turned ouLto.be less and less willing to listen to Hitler’s agitated mono- ’
logues all night. Hausler was to tell his family that it had been extremely" ”
difficult to interrupt Hitler’s wet flood of words. He, Hausler, had at first
tried to stop him by saying, “Come on, Adi, stop spitting! Otherwise I’ll
get an umbrella!”

In 1952, neighbors in Munich told the journalist Thomas Orr, who
was the first to mention Hitler’s previously unknown friend Hausler in
the Neue Revue, about frequent arguments between the two men. Hausler,
they said, had wanted'to sleep at night, “while Hitler often let the ker­
osene lamp bum until three or four in the morning, sitting over fat vol­
umes.” TTey_had also quarreled about politics for-Hansler had been a
Socialist.™ His daughter reports that when the sixty-year-old Hausler got (0
hold of the magazine in Vienna, he became angry, swearing that he would (
continue to keep silent about his relationship with Hitler, particularly »■
toward journalists. Hausler said he had not at all been a socialist but a
German-national, Hke his politicaTmentor Adi' ’
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In the Nazi period, the ‘unassimi___ rrtihau became a
veritable Mecca, where the devout considered themselves amply
rewarded for their pilgrimage if they could come away with a
‘genuine’ splinter, price twenty marks, from the ‘authentic and
original' bed in which the Fiihrer had been born. Today people

y refuse to believe that, but it is true, and what is equally true and
\ should not be forgotten is that this cult developed in some

quarters into an attempt to canonize Hitler, or ‘to elevate him. to
__oujL_altacs1, as Ley, the Reich Minister of tlteTotenor^aTTIie”

temerity’to suggest in his radio speech after the attempt on Hitler’s
life in July 1944.

56

Passau, Bavaria
In August 1892, when Adolf was three years and four months

old, his family moved to Passau in Lower Bavaria, where they
remained until April 1895. During those years Adolf learned to
talk, assimilating from local children a dialect akin to that spoken
in his Austrian birthplace, so that in later life he looked on the
speech of Lower Bavaria as his mother tongue, ‘reminding me,’ as
he said in Mein Kampf, ‘of the days of my childhood’. When he
went to Munich iff! 91 thus felt at home at once, whereas
during all the fiveyears-fie had spent previously in Vienna he had
never got used to the Viennese dialect or been able to thtnkof it
as anything but a jargon­

in Passau^ he can have seen little of his father. When his
mother hauled him out of bed in the mornings, Alois would
already be at work in Haibach, and when he returned home for his
midday meal, no doubt it would be the elder children, Alois and
Angela, rather than their small brother, who would feel con­
strained in the presence of the brooding, authoritarian ‘pater
familias’. And before the latter ended his day’s work, Adolf would
once more be in bed. As for his mother, her fifth child, Edmund,
was born in those years and around the time of his birth, in March
1894, she would have been glad to have Adolf oil her hands,
playing out of doors with the neighbours’ children.

Thus in the most impressionable period of his childhood 

adolf’s boyhood 57

Adolf was among German, not Austrian, children, not only copy­
ing their speech, but feeling himself one of them.

It is safe to assume that, while in Passau, Adolf must have.
witnessed- the annual festivities commemorating the German
victory of Sedan. Perhaps he watched them, as I did when a Toy,

' with admiration not unmixed with envy of German achievements,
and took part in the days that followed with other boys in ‘waging
war on the French’, and was so busy scuffling and fighting that
he barely had time to eat or notice scratches or torn trousers until
after the battle was over. Perhaps, indeed, the Fiihrer’s hatred of
the French—so untypical of Austrians as a whole—was rooted in
those early games of make-believe, when he was too young to
know what he was hating or why.

Adolf goes to school
Shortly before Alois Hitler’s retirement the family left Passau

and returned to Austria, settling in Hafeld near Lambach, south­
west of Linz. The property—the so-called Bauscher-Gut—■
which his father had bought there would open new and wonderful
vistas to the youthful Adolf. But almost before he had time to
explore them he started his formal education, attending school
for the first time in his life on 1st May 1895, ten days after his
sixth birthday. The i/olksscimle, or primary school, was at
Fischlam, a good half hour’s walk from his home across beauti­
ful countryside. The school itself was shabby and primitive,
consisting of one form only with boys of all ages mustered in a
single classroom. The teacher, Herr Mittermaier, was alive in
1938 when Hitler seized Austria and could still remember how,
forty-three years before, the boy Adolf had first entered the school
hand-in-hand with his twelve-year-old sister, Angela. Perhaps he
remembered them so well because they were a cut above the
others in the class, who would all be peasant children. The teacher
described the new boy as mentally very much alert, obedient, but
lively. He and his sister always kept the contents of their satchels
in exemplary order. Hitler’s self-portrait in Mein Kampf accords
with his teacher’s description and is no doubt accurate:



/ while encouraging others to attend it. The whole family not
& only went regularly to mass but often attended special prayer

services. During the summer vacations hardly a day went by
without the family going either to church or on a sightseeing
trip to some of the religious institutions in the surrounding

I countryside. On a number of Sundays they attended one or
I two church services in the morning and spent the rest of the

J day touring neighboring monastic institutions.37
The diary that Heinrich kept during the summers of 1911

to 1913 shows clearly that despite the overpowering demand
for conformity he was growing up and widening his interests
and abilities. He spent most of his leisure swimming, hiking,
or strolling through the countryside and in the adjacent
villages. Now that the boys were older, the family made more
day excursions such as short train trips or cruises on the

/steamers that plied the larger Alpine lakes. Often Professor
Himmler and the two older boys would hike a few miles
across country to a point of interest where they would be
joined by Frau Himmler and Ernsti who had come by train or
bus. During summer 1912, when the family vacationed near
Lindau, the boys had the use of a kayak, and Heinrich spent
many hours paddling around the lakes.

By now the diary entries had become longer, more
detailed, and better expressed than those made during
Heinrich’s primary-school period. A typical entry is that for
July 26, which begins: “Name-day of my dear mother. In the
morning to church. In the late morning a stroll to the
interesting little St. Anna Church near Bonderis. In the
afternoon to the Feldkirche. There we looked at the large
establishment and collections of the Jesuits.” Here and there
some feeling about what he is seeing and doing peeps
through. Describing the trip to Lindau in August 1912, he
begins with his usual fussy precision, “11:37 departed for
Lindau,” but near the end of the entry he notes that “the
lake is splendid and rather wild.”3 8 Yet all too often even his
emotional responses seem merely to parrot those of his
parents. His account of the family’s journey to Lindau a
month earlier begins: “At 10:20 dear Mommy and we three
boys left for Lindau. After a four-hour trip we reached the
splendid Bodensee whose beauty and size charmed us
completely.”39

Professor Himmler still checked over the diary and made 
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program but as the leader of a movement, as a herald of his Weltan­
schauung. He wanted to arouse in the hearts of his supporters the holy con­
viction that with his movement political life was to be given, not to a new
election slogan, but to a new philosophy of fundamental significance.82

He thus made National Socialism an aggressive community of faith
with the goal of Germanic world rule by a strong Aryan race whose basis
was to be formed by selective breeding and to be purified through the
elimination of “non-German elements.” Thirty years after Vienna’s fin-
de-siecle, the confused ideas of German-folkish sectarians combined with
one political power in a Germany that was shaken by crises. It was a
combination that turned into dangerous ammunition which wreaked
havoc on the world.
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74 Hitler: The Man and the Military Leader

nivorous reading habits to have invited recognized figures in German
intellectual life to share their views with him. But Hitler simply
did not rely on others to answer the basic questions that concerned

_him. He shunned the~scholarship that would have put him in a po^
sition to select what seemed best to him from the arguments pre-

' sented. Anyone of caliber whom Hitler received had already been
screened for his ideas, and if a conversation ensued, it was domi­
nated by Hitler; the only use he had for such visitors, aside from
gleaning certain definite information, was to confirm him in his
basic opinions. In one of his books William II was able to refer to'
a~number oT leading personalities of intellectual stature with whom
he had contact. The corresponding list which a biographer of Hitler
might compile would include only names which mean nothing at
all any more or are remembered with disdain or scorn.

School had done little for Hitler’s education, and during his
period in Vienna before the First World War he read only what he
came upon by accident. He drew together his store of knowledge
from conversations, newspaper and magazine articles, brochures,
and books he chanced to borrow. He lacked the money to buy
books, but even if he had had it, he might well have spent it
on works of dubious quality, for he knew no one who would have
been able to give him serious guidance or help him make critical
evaluations. Until he became a soldier at the age of twenty-five, he
had probably never had the opportunity for discussion with a cul-
tivated, well-educated person, and therefore never experienced a
genuinely intellectual exchange; nor did he acquire a systematic
way of thinking.

The knowledge which Hitler had when he oecame a soldier and
with which he began his political career after the defeat in World
War I—almost certainly he had not added to it significantly during
the war—was therefore that of a self-educated person. The determi­
nation and diligence with which he went about acquiring whatever
he knew was nothing short of amazing. But the basic disadvantages
associated with self-education remained characteristic of Hitler’s
thinking until the very end, Once he had come to power, it was, .
according to Dr, von Hasselbach’sTestimonvJto longer possible to_
persuade him to change his mind. "Even^rnild objections were far

more apt to be taken wrongly a
his position, the very opposite of

Hitler’s knowledge, then, based
uous reading, was remarkably ex
and arbitrary character as the re
developed and matured, because
to expose himself to qualified s;
end, at the height of his power, 1
because he was convinced that hi
tual and otherwise.

There emerges the picture of a
of which was constructed of t
builder could afford nothing bette
petent craftsman to help or couni
ever way seemed best to him. To
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Thus we find in Hitler a great
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The most ridiculous information
cepted whether originating fror
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bureaucracy, even if so disposed.



Natural History were marked 5, ‘below standard’. Adolf had,
therefore, to remain in the First Form for another year.

It would be wrong to deduce lack of talent on Adolf’s part
from this report. Many boys, particularly those who had come
from a country school, failed to get their remove from the lowest
form in their first year at secondary school and yet ultimately
became good pupils. The report shows clearly enough that Adolf
lacked the will rather than the capacity to learn.

Fourth year.fi go 3-0 4 orm HI. Age ^4-1; ________
Report: standard in French; Hmductjvery satisfactory; I

diligence, again fluctuating. Dr. Huemer was in France in the
autumn, when Adolf had to sit his exam in French, and so another
master, Dr-Groag. corrected the papers He awarded. Adolf a___
‘Pass’, on condition that he left the school. Dr. Huemer has
assured me that this was so, but Adolf’s bad record over the
previous four years in any case makes it probable. Adolf then
transferred to the nearest available secondary school, which, was
at Steyr. The distance from his home was about fifteen milgSraad.
his mother therefore rented a room~For him therei Hitler’s boast—.
that he 'sailed through' the entrance examination was, incidentally,
an empty one, because there was no-such test.

Second year,(f<)oi-02\Iporm I. Age 12-13
' Ig, this year -Artoif covered the same ground as in his first,
and reached a pass standard in all subjects. In “conduct and
diligence he even managed to improve, receiving ‘good’ and
‘very satisfactory’.

Third yearfifoi-o^A^orm II. Age 13-14
It was'siuwrrg^tliis school year, just before the end of the

Christmas holidays, that Adolf’s father died~(3r2 January 190J).
In hisreport Adolf received 5, ‘below standard’, in Mathematics,
a 3 for Conduct, and his Diligence was once again ‘variable’.
Before the start of the following school year he had to sit a
recapitulation exam in mathematics, which he passed. .

66 HITLER S YOUTH
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Fifth yearyfy 04-0 yy Form IV (Steyr). Age iy-i6_
Adolfe^chaar report for thisyear is still in existence and was

reproduced in the Munich magazine Tjsvue, No. 42, 1952. The
report, dated 16th September 1905, was as follows:

Moral Conduct
Diligence ..
Religious Instruction

Freehand drawing
Gymnastics

3. very satisfactory-
4, irregular.
4, adequate.
5below standard, A'
4, adequate.
4, adequate.
5, below standard.
4, adequate.
3, very satisfactory.
2, good.
1, excellent.
^^below-standard.

Thus, apart from shorthand, which was a voluntary subject,
Hitler failed to reach the required standard in two subjects, namely
German and Maths. If he had stayed at school, therefore, he would
have remained in the same form throughout the following year.
Instead, hejeft,no-doubtonthcadvicenf his teachers.----

Judging by this report, the young Adolf must have been
preternaturally lazy. The letters he wrote at this time show that
his ‘5’ in German was richly deserved. And his ‘adequate’ in|

Tiistory is interesting when compared with his statement in Mein'
Kampf, ‘By far my_best_work was in geography, and better still
in world history, my two favourite subjects in wHchTshorTTiS^
of the rest of the fonnASo mucnforThe accuracy of Mein Kampf\

~FL pen-and-ink drawing has been preserved of Hitler, aged
sixteen, as he was during his schooling in Steyr. It was made by
his class-mate, Sturmlechner, and according to former fellow­
pupils in Linz, is a good likeness, though it makes Adolf look
seedier than they remembered him. It shows a flat-chested youth
with narrow face, sharp nose, hair unkempt and the beginnings
of a moustache, staring into space. The total impression is almost

Geography ..
History
Mathematics
Chemistry ..
Physics

year.fi
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his first,

Natural History were marked 5, ‘below standard’. Adolf had,
therefore, to remain in the First Form for another year.

It would be wrong to deduce lack of talent on Adolf’s part
from this report. Many boys, particularly those who had come
from a country school, failed to get their remove from the lowest
form in their first year at secondary school and yet ultimately
became good pupils. The report shows clearly enough that Adolf
lacked the will rather than the capacity to learn.

Second year, 1901-02.
In this year Adol

and reached a pass standard in all subjects. In conduct and
diligence he even managed to improve, receiving ‘good’ and
‘very satisfactory’.

form I. Age 12-13
covered the same groui

Third-year, 1902-03. 'Form 11. Age 13-14 '
Clt<ffiSS=3uring this school year, just before the end of the

Christmas holidays, that Adolf’s father died (3rd January 1903).
In his report Adolf received 5, ‘below standard’, in Mathematics,
a 3 for Conduct, and his Diligence was once again ‘variable’.
Before the start of the following school year he had to sit a
recapitulation exam in mathematics, which he passed.

Fourth year, 1903-04. Form 111. Age 14-ij
Report: below standard in French; conduct, very satisfactory;

diligence, again fluctuating. Dr. Huemer was in France in the
autumn, when Adolf had to sit his exam in French, and so another
master, Dr. Groag, corrected the papers. He awarded Adolf a
‘Pass’, on condition that he left the school. Dr. Huemer has
assured me that this was so, but Adolf’s bad record over the
previous four years in any case makes it probable. Adolf then
transferred to the nearest available secondary school, which was
at Steyr. The distance from his home was about fifteen miles, and
his mother therefore rented a room for him there. Hitler’s boast—
that he ‘sailed through’ the entrance examination was, incidentally,
an empty one, because there was no-such-tesfc---- ___

Moral Conduct .7“
Diligence ..
Religious Instruction
German
Geography . .
History
Mathematics
Chemistry ..
Physics
Freehand drawing
Gymnastics
Shorthand . .

13 & 1

T SECONDARY SCHOOL \

Fifth  year, 1964-03. Form IVAStcyrff Age 13-16
Adolf’s school report for H«-y(?ar is still in existence ai

reproduced in the Munich-magaeinc Kevm, No. 42^14^-1. The
report, dated 16th September 1905, was as follows:

3, very satisfactory.
.. 4, irregular.

4, adequate.
5, below standard.
4, adequate.
4, adequate.

.. 5, below standard.
. 4, adequate.

3, very satisfactory.
.. 2, good.

5, below standard.

Thus, apart from shorthand, which was a voluntary subject,
Hitler failed to reach the required standard in two subjects, namely
German and Maths. If he had stayed at school, therefore, he would
have remained in the same form throughout the following
Instead, he left, no doubt on the advice of his teachers.

Judging by this report, the young Adolf m
preternaturally lazy. The letters he wrote at
his ‘5’ in German was richly deserved^ ^Ahd his ‘adequate’ in|

""History is interesting when compare '
Kampf, ‘By far my best work

— iii- - '

is time show that

___ in geography, and better still
in world history, my two f^/ourite subjects in which I shot ahead
of the rest of the forrm/Sb much for the accuracy of Mein Kampf\

A pen-and-ink ’----- ~ , -------- - < 11
____ awing has been preserved of Hitler, aged •

sixteen, as he w during his schooling in Steyr. It was made by
his class-mafdj Sturmlechner, and according to former fellow/^

inz, is a good likeness, though it makes Adolf loo'- “
seedip/than they remembered him. It shows a flat-chested yout

narrow face, sharp nose, hair unkempt and the beginnings
of a moustache, staring into space. The total impression is almost

have been

ith his statement in Afezwl'

pupils i



The Young Hitler

that came over him.
Inevitably the boy found solace in a dream world, sank deeper and

deeper into himself, and cherished more and more the one talent he
thought he possessed—drawing. At home he was confronted by a father

the most impressive being t^^^mpberg’Castle yitlfcits beetling towers.
According to a local tradition the Nibelungenliea, the great German
epicjradjjeen composed in one of those towers.

ool was a gloomy building on the Steinstrasse in the center
of the city. During his first year Adolf did appallingly badly. His moral 
conduct was only "adequate,” his diligence was "erratic," and he failed
in mathematics and natural history. Although he enjoyed drawing and
sometimes thought of himself as a potential artist, the teachers did not
share his enthusiasm for his work.fither boys had their diawings hung
on the classroom wall for all trmdmice.,. hut no one hung Adolf's draw­
ings. He "seemed incapable of any concentrated effort, disliked his

Tteachers, and was not popular with the other boys. He did so badly
that he had to go through the work of the first class all over again the

I following year.
That he was obviously having grave difficulties with his work and

that he was completely unable to adapt himself to the Realschule
showed that he was suffering from some profound psychological malaise,
not that he was stupid. His pride had been assailed, the inner citadel
of his life no longer stood firm, and he was at the mercy of all those
accumulative shocks that attack people in a state of depression, leaving
them almost defenseless. lEaaj^'$;,dea^

^j[jj£r.i a11 this Ihrew a lons shadow
over his life, but there were many other things that contributed to his
misery. For the first time hgMflSrhyjDgjat arlar^tfarLoLlhesdav .away. ■/. .< 

school he was confronted by
te^S^^d^t&.-ffhjnter.este^rinfjhlm^becapse-he./.wasiunintete^tedumSy

t*iere was any safety, it was outside the school and out-
sidetnekbme, in the no man’s land where a boy walks alone, lost in his

24

dreams.
The first year in the Realschule was a critical year, perhaps the most

critical in his life. The gatwra^w.hiqh,,was to remain fixed until his
death, was emerging.iglejij&^nii'^e’w'bu’ld-'remaijjia fBian^glkingralene-;^. ’’

During this first year there must have been many unhappy confronta­
tions with his father. In Mein Kamp/ Hitler relates that ’ther-maimcnn--

afte:r..Aprjl^iaoi4-S
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uheri-the-Austriansfearedthe
approach pL Napolepn^ Army,.atid-lhetecjatete^lsb'-some-TUined-castles,

gtTOCTaWBaaascgggEB

< '..he»was\'eleven"-.vpars' Olfc provided a fbu~r~Vea'r~ course of education,
equivalent to a high school. Unlike the Gymnasium, which emphasized
a classical education and prepared the student for the university and .
a professional career, the Realschule emphasized science and modern
languages and prepared the student for a career in technology and
engineering. In the Gymnasium a student learned Latin and Greek .
until he could write those ancient languages almost as well as his (
native German. I<hBY7?^AsrhtzZe. had noixhtirses;in: Latin and Greek, Vr '
ancient history, or philosophy, or art, and the teaching was severely
practical.

AdQlL6.ometim.es made jhe jpi

calm self-assurance and conscious ease. A photograph taken in the fol­
lowing year, when he was attending the Realschule at Linz, shows him
looking glumly and moodily at the camera, and there is no trace of his
former self-assurance.

Quite suddenly something had snapped within him: a sickness of the
soul or a sickness of the flesh. Exactly what caused this abrupt change
in his character must remain unknown, but the death of Edmund was
probably the main cause, outweighing all A

■p-outQLtbe:,bedropm',wlndQW-,he-would be remlndedbot^dmund, tor the'
.-gfaverjay'just' behind'th B-hfch "hfnetery ' wall'.'AjoisAnd Klara, too, were

inconsolable, for.tjjey had lost four of their children and :”A
S£atttainihg4-wb?'!*ii'

Years later, when Adolf had become famous, journalists would some­
times descend on Leonding and ask the villagers what they remembered
about him. They remembered him climbing the apple trees, or playing at
Red Indians, or pretending to be a Boer soldier fighting against the
English, tor,the. Boer. AVari:hadi.brakeiLbUt»ik8?4^^Manv people remem­
bered him standing on a hilLnear Leonding,^i^aSns-wawriyaHi^ebm^-
'mhnd^his,fnl!bwet^h^17fetc7^They remembered how old Alois Hitler
would sometimes put two fingers to his mouth and there would come a
shrill whistle. Immediately Adolf would stop whatever he was doing
and run to his father, whose broad shoulders, fierce drooping mustache,
and air of authority exacted instant obedience. And they remembered
that in the presence of his father he was quiet and humble. But they
also remembered a curious detail that had nothing in common with their
other memories. TjheY- sattii Atl^lf-gnmefirrtes^seeh-^ut^hight-slttlng'

lArirrtko namstomfrtwall / —y. ............................

g-jo jfoDt,
it Jlasling.^bQU|. a.n_.
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62 ADOLF HITLER’S EARLY CHILDHOOD

” Jetzinger (G), pp. 69 and 90, Jetzinger (E), pp. 50-51. "Aus Adolf Hitlers
Jugendland." HA, File 17, Reel 1A.
« Zoller, p. 57.
35 Jetzinger (G), pp. 69 and 73; Jetzinger (E), pp. 51-52.

nication between father and son increasingly difficult. Alois took out
some of his difficulties on his son, and the youngster, unable to ex­
press his anger at his father, probably repressed his problems, turn­
ing to childhood games as a means of acting out some of this aggres­
sion. Nothing in the record indicates a crisis in family relations at
this stage, and a change was in the offing. —

Once again, Alois gave up in the face of an unpleasant ________
<4n*-Naveniher.i.898J,e purchased a one-story country house on a
halPacre~a3jacent fb the cemetery wall irtJheZvillape of Leoriding ~

"bnTEe outskirts of the small provincial city dfEinzl On.February 23,
3899. the tamilv moved into the new housed Four days later Adolf-’-^
■typg enrniitjd in hie third elementary school.” —

dSeLgcquisition of the Leonding property, Alois’ third effort to
discover a~stable life in retirement, proved successful at last. He
settled down as owner of the property and continued to reside there
until his death in 1903, while the rest of the family, less dominated by
wanderlust than tneTiead of the household, made the Linz area their
home. This was especially true of Adolf, who grew up in Leonding-
Linz and never overcame the influence of the town. One of his
secretaries, speaking after the war, said: “Even in March of 1945,
I have seen Hitler stand for endless periods in front of a wood model
representing the rebuilding and extension of the city of Linz. In such
moments Hitler forgot the war; he lost the marks of tiredness, and
for hours he told us of the detailed changes that he planned to make
in his home city.” 31

To a lesser extent, Alois also put down roots in Leonding-Linz.
3he half-acra—laild—Egrmitted him to resume his dabbljpg.-
wit^Jjeetpbut without the heavy costs that had turned Hafeld into a
liability. He eased into a routine of puttering in the garden, punc­
tuated by a morning visit to the Gasthaus Stiefler and an evening
get-together there or in one of the other inns in the area.35 He at­
tained a degree of genuine contentment, but his nature was too ex­
plosive for him to be able to settle down to a completely passive
existence. He continued to be unhappy about the events of the day
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V ^ithis stage, and a change was in the offing.
v. a'A Once again. Alois eave uo in the face o

r•\lmcatiofi between nd son increasingly difficult. Alois took out
"cisome of his difficulties on his son, and the youngster, unable to ex-
J press his anger at his father, probably repressed his problems, turn-

; to childhood games as a means of acting out some of this aggres-
-j sion. Nothing in the record indicates a crisis in family relations at

Once again, Alois gave up in the face of an unpleasant situation.
In (November 1891^ he purchased a one-storv country house on_a
lial^Zm_adjn^T^^U^^^^^^_wall_m_lhe
^^^•Tutsn^^^m^rnaT^rovmcialo^oFLin^Q^lxbruary.23^

-/U8991'tlje'family moved into the. new. house; JpifaaysrjajCT'AdfilE
W»sa»drailea'iffiafiis”'tfiird Mfetrih'nt'ary'school.33 ~~~

The acquisition of the Leonding property. Alois’ third ..effort tq
discover a stable life in retirement, proved cvcceecfnl at last fie
settled_dowp_aa_aaa£LX2Llll£.property and continued to reside there
un|jl his death in19(Y\ while the rest of the famtlv.Jess dominated by
wanderlust thanthe Head of the household, made the Linz area their
home. This was especially true of Adolf, who'grew no in Leonding-
Linz and never overcame the influenc.e.,pfsthe ■"

..-secretaries,:’speakihgafteEthewar,Aaid:'‘‘jTCn_m^March^6L
i’.?'' I have seen Hitler stand for endless periods in front of a wood;
i representing lilt1 rbbuilthHg'Wl dklHllhoh d! the city of Linz. In such'

jnoments Hitler forgot the war; he lost the marks of tiredness, apd
for hours he told us of the detailed changes that he planned to make;
in his home.ctfv ” “

I To ajesser extent, Alois.-aiso put down roots in I .Bonding Linz.
'.tfhe;Tfaif-acre ; of land permitted him to resume,, his—dabbling!
..with bees/but without the heavy, costs jhatAadiurried-Hafeld into a
'luibility."Tie2eased into a'routine of puttering in the garden^jitiuc--

. ,tuated !i>y a morning visit to: the Gasr/Mus\ She/Ze'r and am eveniri;;
'-get-togethct'-’lheriZ'-or Tn "oneLof the other inns in the area.35 He. at­
tained a degree of genuine contentment, but his nature was too ex­
plosive for him to be able to settle down to a completely passive
existence. He continued to be unhappy about the events of the day

” Jetzinger (G), pp. 69 and 90, Jetzinger (E), pp. 50-51. "Auj_Adolf Hjjlers
Jugendland." //A, File 17, Reel 1A
’• Zoller, p. 57. \
35 Jetzinger (G). pp. 69 and 73; Jetzinger (E), pp._XU52. \S.A'
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Once again, Alois gave up in the face of an unpleasant situation.
In oyemberl89^he pun:I]asgd_a_QngzstQr^ country house on
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utskjn^l^me^mallprovinc?ai~chy^Fun^Qnj^T

'family moved into the new. house.<J-ourTTSX
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discover a stable life in retirement proved successful at last
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home. This was especially true of Adolf, who grew iq^in Leonding-
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Tnari^^rttl^Ffance, practicing the trade of a waiter. In 1909 we find
him in Dublin, and in the following year he became the owner of a
small restaurant in Liverpool, where he married an Irish girl, Elizabeth
Dowling, and fathered a son, William Patrick Hitler.

amuse himself with such an obvious pun. Adolf, who was now living
in a well-designed building at the corner of the Linzerstrasse and the
Kirchengasse, could see the swastika from the window of his father’s
apartment, and he saw it more clearly when he went to school. Abbot
Theodorich von Hagen’s swastika was probably the ancestor of the Nazi
Hakenkreuz.

About this time Alois Hitler’s eldest son, Alois Jr., left the family
roof. He was the black sheep of the family, and no good news ever
came from him. arrestedmnd tientenpe.d .to fiye-.Kio.iiths'-.

he was sentenced to six mon(Ks^imp7i^7i~m'eW provincial court
of Hamburg for bigamy, and when his half-brother came to power he~~n ’Ellice
opened a bar and restaurant in Berlin on the Wittenbergplatz. It was
much frequented by Nazi officers, who were not unaware that Alois was
closely related to the dictator of Germany. The restaurant and bar,
called J2afe Alois, prospered, and Alois himself survived the war. A
son, Heinz, by~one of his many marriages, fought in the war against
Russia and was taken prisoner. He, too, survived, returning to Germany
many years later 
gr^=2aflUM:niQr£^

Although Alois Jr. was the black sheep, he was probably the happiest
member of the family. He had an earthy robust character, charmed
women, and lived by his wits. He was always inventing schemes for
getting rich quickly, and most of them came to grief. Neither prison nor
poverty soured him. He was unfailingly good-humored and polite, even
when he was about to be sentenced by a judge or when he was abandon­
ing his latest wife. He was one of those who enjoy life to the full.

The unhappiest member of the family was Paula, who was born on
« January 21, 1896. She was the last of Klara’s six children, and the most

docile. Quiet and easily led, she faded into the background almost from
the day of her birth and spent most of her life in obscurity. She neverl
married, and died in 1960 as quietly as she had lived.

The family; at Lambach now consisted of fc_.
children,■-'•An'ge1a;“A'do1f-r‘Edmtiridirah'd^Paulfi:‘tAtfirst they liveij^ri4-1^
lodging house in the center of the town, but later they moved into an
apartment on the second floor of a mill, where there was also a black­
smith’s shop. The children appear to have enjoyed the move, but Alois
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amuse himself with such an obvious pun. Adolf, who was now living
in a well-designed building at the corner of the Linzerstrasse and the
Kirchengasse, could see the swastika from the window of his father’s
apartment, and he saw it more clearly when he went to school. Abbot
Theodorich von Hagen’s swastika was probably the ancestor of the Nazi
Hakenkreuz.

About this time Alois Hitler’s eldest son, Alois Jr., left the family
roof. He was the black sheep of the family, and no good news ever
came from him. ar res ’dyand sentenced to-five’ months’;-

~rn^n7s5rrd“Erance, practicing the trade of a waiter. In 1909 we find 1
him in Dublin, and in the following year he became the owner of a
small restaurant in Liverpool, where he married an Irish girl, Elizabeth
Dowling, and fathered a son, William Patrick Hitler, -tbftfhrA-j
AVorld^arflMabandonedniswTeand.settled.inGermany^rU^ 1
he was sentenced to six months^imprisonment m the provincial court

Although Alois Jr. was the black sheep, he was probably the happiest
member of the family. He had an earthy robust character, charmed
women, and lived by his wits. He was always inventing schemes for
getting rich quickly, and most of them came to grief. Neither prison nor
poverty soured him. He was unfailingly good-humored and polite, even
when he was about to be sentenced by a judge or when he was abandon­
ing his latest wife. He was one of those who enjoy life to the full.

The unhappiest member of the family was Paula, who was born on
—  January 21, 1896. She was the last of Klara’s six children, and the most

docile. Quiet and easily led, she faded into the background almost from
the day of her birth and spent most of her life in obscurity. She never)
married, and died in 1960 as quietly as she had lived.

The family at Lambach now consisted of Alpit 
^clyldren, Angela,“Adolf-,“Edmuridpatid^Raula:“7i"t „,vu ln «

,.^' lo‘dging house in the center of the town, but later they moved into an
apartment on the second floor of a mill, where there was also a black­
smith’s shop. The children appear to have enjoyed the move, but Alois

"of Hamburg for bigamy, and when his half-brother came to power he
opened a bar and restaurant in Berlin on the Wittenbergplatz. It was
much frequented by Nazi officers, who were not unaware that Alois was
closely related to the dictator of Germany. The restaurant and bar,
called ,Cafe Alois, prospered, and Alois himself survived the war. A
son, Heinz, by one of his many marriages, fought in the war against
Russia and was taken prisoner. He, too, survived, returning to Germany
many years laterrfj£Tai5jani!QUtJer^ng^

;m£iu L--T~triei^;.and~-A-ove;.i-s_JaterJiereceivedariother~en,-d.y £/ /
jjs^^^^Teig^^^^^SipHsoamSTJlHeywanderedtoGerT'^fcXX-tx^Z^



disc to the Hitler children, but one cannot help feeling sur-
sed that a gregarious town-dweller like Alois Hitler should

have chosen such solitude for his retirement. His longing for a
house and some land of his own, noticed by Emanuel Lugert,

;istpr records that/|the
uzfa [Zdekau^r. Tntre-

vestecT n ftfartin Bormirfin as truste&Tof the National Socialist
Party, I / ■ - 

In a letter dat^T^n December Ygqi^ddressed to his former
neighbour in Hfruld, a lWUudLpUlp'“supplier by the name of
Wiihrer. Alois Hitler wrote:

new' owner was
e estateafter

must have been powerful indeed.
After some trouble I succeeded in obtaining a copy of the

relevant extract from the Land Register and this reveals the date
of purchase (already given), the place, namely Weis, and the fact
that the property was registered in the joint names of Alois and
Klara Hitler. The actual Deeds of Sale and Purchase were un­
fortunately unobtainable, having presumably been copfiscated
by the Nazis, and a rough idea of the purchase pri ust there-
fore be obtained from similar transactions concl that time.

not less that 5000
which four-fifths wasgulden for the estate (ab

probably in cash. H id he raise e money? Presumably from
■ his wife’s dowries? Carefully invpsfed, these would have supplied

almost whole of the sumXequired., . . ■
/no doubt, for apiculture, the nine-

id he raise

le though it w
acre property could har
alone. In fact, to mak profit from the land, as he intended, Alois
would have needed/6ng experience of fanning and a considerable
capital. But he possessed neither, and so from the start lost
money. With! o years, however, his business sense triumphed
and, though/ft meant the end of his long-cherished dream of
landed proprietorship,.he. decided to sell, finding a purchaser in
the ,s if iSbT^antJ concluding the sale of the freehold on

£44o).

thrive, or pay its way, on bee-keeping

y<4wjft0hip |was

ese suggest that Alois Hitler mu

acuviue?7Tiere7

ion money which is the property of Johann
buseholder of No. 7, Theatergasse, Braunau-on-

The sole surviving documents in Alois Hitler’s own hand
Th!

RevenJ
is even
Germa
or a cm
that Al
who cc
reads?-

longer be keepingJs€es, but still retain the empty hives, among
them two tjir€e-tier hives which I made in Hafel j_from_DQnlaj;
woojJ<y/u might buy themTacOo77nc7just*asamemento of

' In early July 1897 the Hitler family moved into lodgings in
^ambacJj.-Ot first to the Schmiedmiihle, so called, and then, as
sbor^Tthey could find better accommodation, tojgfgaLiin.the*’
centre.of thejtown. Jn those pleasant and, at that time, prosperous
surroundings, they 'liyedTor.eightecn months. But Alois Hitler
had not lost the desire^for a house oFhJS^Tn, nor did he over- .
look the fact that real property was the safest form of investment, f

'The most respectfully undersigned
manent retirement by order Z .Pr. of 25th June 1895.

not an official accountant, he1As the undersigned
takes the liberty of^re^uesting approval for the release and
return of his c
Murauer

and
g

addressed to the Board of
September 18yj/ The h

[iimmar, spe
1 reproach.
ifh to di$prov<ythg''tenaciou$ legend
n iuch; viou

ave been a drunkard.

. . I have heard that Frau von Zdekauer is propg
l' sell the Rauschergut again—to yet another part

It provides a pleasant change for such pe
and they arc the richer by one lessprfj

m Vienna.
e for a year or two

everything has got to be Jeaptfi

IW

^transferred to per­

d
riting
of the

ccy4t the Original,

a man of fifty-eight
he text
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'njbcconiiiiga mor. i;. but the mood passed quickly. Such am­
bitions could receive t6gtytppai^^^jus:;father;-jgi^ also clashed
with his own aggressive and competitive temperament”" liven white-

20
30

this monastery once caused
and played no part in Hitler’s . ,---------- v---------
(London, 1934), p. 18; “La premiere recontre d’Hitler avec la croix gam-
mee Illustration, November 4, 1933, pp. 322-23.
31 Reich, p. 17.
32 “Aus Adolf Hitlers Jugendland.” HA, File 17, Reel 1A.

sgJSa'g'oaS.icigare^e, the great boyhood crime?1 The indiscretion
caused problems at school, but it is unlikely that it made serious
trouble at home. Alois appreciated smoking more than he did priests.
Neither this incident nor the~passing attraction of the religious lift
was important in Adolf’s development. In Lambach as in Hafeld,
it was on the childish campaign trail or the make-believe scalping
expeditions that he came to life. No matter what the gameTTie took"

“his place as an enthusiastic participant.
The frustrations and conflicts ex

tots, Paula and Edmund, were bothersome,*but safe enough unde?
Klara’s protective wing. Angela, fourteen at the time of the family’s
arrival in Lambach, was preparing for the role of mother and house-

1 hold organizer; she was able to slide in alongside Klara and achieve
I immunity from the sharpest clashes with her surly father. Only Adolf
| had no secure haven. He was still too young to stand on his own
: feet, yet too advanced to enjoy the security of Klara’s apron strings.
i ^^tgen^AdplfLalthough■ still a constant'victim 'bf-his-father^dis-
^^ij^tp.^pp.eMsjo.-iiaveidevised ways df-inakirig life bearable.-His

responsibiiitiesas the oldest son may have served as an outlet for a
cj growing need to participate in the adult world. He seems to have
a been spared the intense feelings of jealousy and guilt which often

assail children at this age?8 He continued his schooling at the^EIa-

Erikson, pp. 225-26.
Mein Kampf, p. 6; Jeiytnger (G),
Mein Kampf, p. 6. Thc( existence o

st, but it was a coincidence
pment. Heinz A. Heinz, Germany’s Hitler

great flurry
ve the door of



| ‘What with games in the open air, the distance we had to
1 walk to school and my association with the other toughest of

PKtough youngsters (often a source of acute concern to my |
■■mother), I became anything but a stay-at-home.’

F aFl'es. accurate as far as it goes, but not a word is said about the
feffintryside, its joys and its endless variety, which the young
^Ko\{ was then experiencing for the first time. He appears to have
®nad little feeling for Nature.

yffir second school in Hambach
\ Ir/July igc^’Tor reasons which have beensaspfelfietl in a
previoils'cliapter, the Hitler family moyed-fCtne market town of

’SpfSmach, where they wen^jnterloclgings. The primary school iq
'Lambach, whichjAdcTfattended for sixteen rnnm-hr, ■■■n. hrrti-r-
o.rganlzgdTfian his first school. Throughout this time his.xepert»

cwefe’excellent.
| As he had a good natural voice, Adolf was given singing
lessons at the choristers’ training school run by bather Bernhard
Ctfuner at the local monastery. During his training, as Hitler

'jvrote in Mein Kampf, ‘I had a fine opportunity to drink in the
solemn splendour of the church festivals which were gorgeous in
the extreme; and what could be more natural than that the office
of Abbot should seem to me an ideal infinitely worth striving for?’
The youthful Hitler, in that case, would seem to have been more
accessible to idealistic emotions than the average boy of his age,

■ whose only reaction to ecclesiastical pomp would probably be to
ask how soon it would all be over.

Konrad Heiden has a story that Adolf was expelled from the
boys’ choir because he was caught smoking in the monastery
garden, but the punishment seems improbably heavy for such a
crime, particularly when the offender was only nine years old.

The gateway of the monastery at Lambach is adorned with the
coat of arms of the Abbot, Theodorich Hagen—namely a wolf­
trap with the initials TH. The device bears a certain resemblance
to a swastika whi^h prompted someone during the Nazi period
tb-paint a tasteless pastiche of the well-known picture of Saint

was port
from the
phem

the monastery at Lambach; which is, of course, quite

His third school in LeondinglLirr^
In January 1899, after buying a small house there, Alois Hi

moved his family to Leonding, on the western outskirts of Linz.

1st receiving th in which the boy Adolf
ic gateway with rays of light falling

s on to his outstretched hands. This bias­
rise to the opinion that the Nazi swastika originated

ed kneeling be
coat

S9

JTveiiUnures’

■er fellow-

£

The prim""' crhool -r.-Jiich .'I drdf-irtrnijod.

____ 1 I,
iR^games were always Adolf’s favourite and he was always the leader

in them. One of the boys, Balduin by name, wasdestined to be-
come Abbot of the Cistercian Monastery at Wilhering. The Abb».
recalled: ‘We were always playing at war—war-games, endlesslr.

‘I was really anything but “good” in the usual sense of the
word. The ridiculously easy learning in school left me so much.
spare time that the sun saw more of me than the ceiling. I
becarpe th^ leader of a sma^gang^^9 ---

Everystarement foi
pupils in Leondtne^gj —
was outoMBB^^lmostcontinually, playing with a gang of
Wi^*msj:own upbringing, Adolf was quicker-witted than thcy'lX

^dneLwas the instigator of all their pranks. They often played theV|
^opular children's game, ’Cops and Robbers’, andthe fringe of \

Eqg the nea(Sy3IAmbggH:Tdfest yvas ideal ground, offering plenty of
■Irldc -~.»y^Sr^ateryeamon^ who had played in these games asS -.

Tn a boy told me: ‘Once, through sheer carelessness, we started a | ,
i 0 forest fire. We tried to stamp it out and when we found we 1

fr B couldn’t, we ran off. Adolf kept dinning into us not to tell any- /
one, otherwise, he said, we would all be thrashed and put in jaik y

tT Finally the fire brigade from Linz had to deal with it.’
-^dolL.! was told, was never a fighter. He used his tongueJd

' ■ .*<Tiis.sfia^JHe was more alert than the other haua^SMW



all mad. Nowhere was this more obvious than in the capital. Its name had been
changed from St. Petersburg to the non-Germanic Petrograd at the start of the
war. Gippius rechristened it Chertograd, “Devil-town."

For the rich, the young poet Boris Pasternak wrote, city life was “gay with
the brilliance of a florist's window in winter.” The Americans had yet to join
the First War. Though they were doing well enough against the Austrians, the
Russians were bleeding against the Germans, more even than their French and
British allies. People shut the fighting out of their minds, “dancing a ‘last
tango’ on the rim of trenches filled with forgotten corpses.” The heartrending
sensuality of the tango, the novelist Alexis Tolstoy thought, had become a
death march for a city “tormented by sleepless nights, stupefied and deadened
by wine, wealth, and lovemaking without love." Morphine stolen from military
hospitals was openly for sale in cabarets. Prohibition had been declared with
the onset of war. Underpaid officials were easily bribed to ignore it, and even
the pretense of pouring vodka from a teapot had disappeared. Officers over­
staying their leave drank cocktails in the American bar of the Hotel de 1'Europe
with the teenage prostitutes who teemed in the lobbies.

Nightclubs were full of “heroes of the rear, legal deserters.” No stigma at­
tached to the "gray ticket men" who had bought exemption from the front,
some of them through Rasputin, for a few hundred rubles. A British secret
agent, Robert Bruce Lockhart, found his own conduct “puerile and reprehensi­
ble.” He drank too much, with men for whom he felt contempt. He was
ashamed and unhappy, adrift with a senseless ennui. “There is a sort of sick­
ness in the soul,” wrote the poet Alexander Blok. Above Russia’s deathbed hov­
ered “crows, a raucous, swirling scum.”

The suicide rate tripled, when in other countries at war it was falling. Two
out of three victims were under twenty-eight. Marriages collapsed as elderly
men “discardfed] their wives and flaunt[ed] their successors in the eyes of soci­
ety.” The grand mistress of the court, Madame Narishkina, calculated that half
her circle were divorced. "Have you observed that no one understands the story
of Anna Karenina nowadays?" she said of Tolstoy’s great novel. “Today, Anna
would immediately have divorced her husband and married Vronsky and there
the story would have ended.” Movies of robbery and murder were blamed for a
crime wave. The bishop of Vyatka sought out Empress Alexandra to show her
photographs of looted shops and bloated bodies. Men back from the front
boasted openly that they had become atheists. The bishop blamed this on their
contact with “intellectuals and Jews.” Others thought that the church was
daily losing its hold because of its servility to the despised autocracy that ruled
Russia.

The poor of Petrograd were stacked like cordwood in rooming houses. In
the Vyborgsky factory district, the living had less space than the dead in the


