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A boyhood memory of a farmer, Johann Schmidt, who was an
older cousin of Adolf’s, supports the hypothesis that Klara tried to im-

lyg sjudied closely the role of trauma in the
’!Fe >lan*fested traits strikingly similar to
•esses mPpamdular importance of the very early years.
OT-tmy-eeffditions which seriously impair the mother­

based. Phyiljs (
i n

Sljfs(i
X^The existence

infant relationship at this time . . . increases and prolongs primary
narcissism and tends to damage the early ego. . . . such fundamental
disturbances may arise either through pathological conditions in the
infant ... or they may arise through a maternal disturbance of any
sort that alienates the mother from emotional and bodily contact with
her baby in the first months of life.” 44

We may assume that some sort of basic psychological difficulty
developed in the infant Adolf, since there is evidence both of unhealthy
conditions in the child and of emotional disturbances experienced by
the mother. Working together, the two conditions would have impaired
the vitally important mother-infant relationship. We know thaQiftbirth,
and for some time thereafter, Adolf was a "sickly baby.” <No /further
details have been given, but his ailments seem-to have been siifficieait
£o fear tffif'hp would die in infancy as his brother yjs
and sister had done. Worries about Adolf's health helped produce the
excessive maternal solicitude which Klara showered upon her son until
she died. Hitler himself confirms this overprotectiveness and indul­
gence when he refers to himself in his memoirs as a "mother’s darling”

- who lived a comfortable life in his “soft, downy bed” until hismother’s
1 death. As we have noted, FHffiST!sHiaTml'y^oetcrfeported that several

of the neighbors found the mother’s love for her son verged on the
; pathological.

The special nature of the mother-child relationship, as well as
the troubled history of the relationship between Adolf’s parents, suggests
strongly that Klara transferred her libidinal interest from her unre-
sponsive uncle-husband to her little son. Anxiety about Adolf's health

• and survival certainly would have played a part in reinforcing the
displacement. There is evidence that Klara’s response to her baby’s ;
sicknessVyas to nurse hiim^pr an excessivejangth of time^^erhaps as
long as tyo years. A psychoanalyst haj.'-'suggasted that/she may have .;
done so as a way of'"quieting\her guilt feelings and restoring nter self-
esteem as\a mother "In thisXjdjicf of situation, rhe nipple is nearly
forced intoyhg/baby’s mouth whenever he jSCreams^ regardless of v>hat
is troubling Him.” 4" ‘ '''-

Klara may have continued to force-feed Adolf because, as a peas­
ant daughter, she believed that good food was the best medicine for
any childhood complaint As a rigorously disciplined person herself,
she might well have compelle~d her little boy (as she often forced her-~~

*" — ...........~~ “------1 him"—in This instance, to eat food
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e (1907) *s described in a document as ‘a waiter in Paris’. The ‘black

sheep’ of the family. Disinherited, i.e. reccivccj only the legal
ninimum of his inheritance. Married an Irish girl/by whom a son,

'illiam Patrick Hitler, who wrote to Adolf in/1930 concerning
his allegedly Jewish ancestry (see Chapter Oi/e). Alois had no
relations with Adolf, the political leader.
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Shot herself with Adolf’s revolver, 1931.J

Elfriede Raubal (born 1910)'.

TgipAngela was lert tn very
meagre circumstances. Nevertheless) all three of her children
received their proper schooling and she managed to provide for
her half-sister, Paula, as well, /vho had become Angela’s responsi­
bility after the death of Frau /Clara Hitler in 1907. Angela was, in
fact, an efficient and practical-minded woman, all in the domestic
sphere that her father had bfcen in his professional career. In 1936
she married Herr Martin mmitzsch, who was then the Director
of the State School of Buil/iing Construction in Dresden.

After her husband’s death

mnntht in Passau

his sister Paula (still living).

± remained

S^pS (W
Id.
this period'

s who later
\egierungsrat
pplemented
Drmation of
oceeded as

n the village
or tiaiDacn near i ------ , 11 met Alois
Hitler—Higher Collector as he then wasTI was twenty and he
was fifty-five. He had his beehives in Haibach and he used to
do the half-hour’s walk froth Passau ending up at the inn. We
used to sit there every evening, at the table by the stove—-a
few farmers, the Mayor,/and once a week the Parish priest
from Freinberg.’

y his third wife, Klara nee Pbl^l:
Gustav Hitler (born 17.5.1885, five mont after his parents’
wedding. pi^j-icJlisjecond year).

:. Ida Hitler (born 23.9.1886. pletTtrTher second year).
Otto Hitler1 (born in Vienna. Died yzhe£L_a_fcw days, old).

(. Adolf Hitler (born 20.4.1889. Shot himself, 30.4.1945).
Edmund Hitler (born 24.3.1894 in Passau. Died of measlgSy

.2.1000. in Leonding). o
fPaula Hitle\Bam 21.1.1896 in Hafeld (Fi:

1

Xa statement by



Angela Maria (‘Geli’) Raubal (born igo82 committed suicide,
1931). As a school-girl greatly admired her ‘Uncle Adolf’.^Aj
her own request went to live in/his flat in Munich, late 1920s.

Teo Eaubal porn 1906)?^ Became a school-master.
Captured by Russians in 1939-45 war, released December
*95 5- /

Shot herself with Adolf’s revolver, 193
Elfriede Ranbal (born 1910);

ER S YOUTH

By his second wife, Franziska nee Matyelsbergcr:
1. Alois Hitler (born 13.1.1882)

Deft the family in 189'6. At the time of Frau/Klara’s death
(1907) is described in a document as ‘a waiter in -is’. The ‘black
sheep’ of the family. Disinherited, i.e. receive only the legal

’minimum of his inheritance. Married an Irish girl/by whom a son,
Villiam Patrick Hitler, who wrote to Adolf in/1930 concerning

his allegedly Jewish ancestry (see Chapter Oi/e). Alois had no
relations with Adolf, the political leader.

2. Angela Hitler (born 28.7.1883)
Until her marriage in 1903 lived wi the family, being

treated by her step-mother, Klara, as her own child. The two were
much attached to one another. At the age bf twenty married Leo
Raubal (1879—1910), a tax official in Linz (from the town of Ried
in Upper Austria, not a Czech as ha^ been suggested). Her
children: /

After her husband’s death ai (^9ib>Angela was left in very
meagre circumstances. Nevertheless; all three of her children
received their proper schooling and she managed to provide for
her half-sister, Paula, as well, who had become Angela’s responsi­
bility after the death of Frau Klara Hitler in 1907. Angela was, in
fact, an efficient and practical-minded woman, all in the domestic
sphere that her father had been in his professional career. In 1936
she married Herr Martin Hammitzsch, who was then the Director
of the State School ing Construction in Dresden.

J: ‘I believe you knew Alois Hitler ̂ personally?’
.Lugert: ‘Yes. My first post as a Customs offipiakwas in the village

] of Haibach near Passau. It was'there, i/fiSg^pthat I met Alois
/ Hitler—Higher Collector as he then wasfl was twenty and he

was fifty-five. He had his beehives in Haibach and he used to
do the half-hour’s walk froth Passau ending up at the inn. We
used to sit there every evening, at the table by the stove—a
few farmers, the Mayor,/and o'nee a week the Parish priest
from Freinberg.’

ALOIS

By bis third wife, Klara nie Pol^l:
1. Gustav Hitler (born 17.5.1885, five mont after his parents’

wedding. DjaLiiLhis^second year).
2. Ida Hitler (born 23.9.1886. piecTJn~her second year).
3. Otto Hitler1 (born in Vienna. Died when a few days, old).
4. Adolf Hitler (born zo.4.1889. Shot himself, 30.4.1945).
5. Edmund Hitler (born 24.3.^9^10 Passau. Died of measlcs^

.2.1900. in Leonding). /•
''Paula Hitlef^bom 21.1.1896 in Hafeld (Fischlam)).

Twenty months in Passau
On his promotion to Higher Collector in August 1892, Alois

Hitler was posted to Passau in Bavaria, the Aus Customs post
being then, as now, maintained on German mained
there with his family for twenty months, April rSy^^when 1
he was posted to Linz, his family staying d sau until April L
'1895, when they moved into their own horde in Hafeld.

I have been able to obtain a first-hand Recount of this perioa
in Alois Hitler’s life from a former colleague of his who later
stood sponsor for Adolf at his co rmation, Rjegierungsrat
Emanuel Lugert. During a four-hour conversation, supplemented
by later correspondence, Lugert gave pie much information of
unquestionable authenticity. Our conversation proceeded as
follows:

his sister Paula (still living).
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made for the money Alois borrowed to purchase the property, he
must have put down approximately 4-5,000 florins in cash when he
bought the land, assumingjhaLthcoropcrty’s value did not change
radically between

A number of factofFundoubtedly played a part in Alois’ accu­
mulation of the 4-5,000 florins, a sum three times his highest an­
nual salary. He had a solid income; his wife was careful about house­
hold expenditures, while he himself had a reputation for “great fru­
gality and a sense of economy and thrift.” 35 It is unlikely, however,
that much of the money came from petty savings. He enjoyed a
comfortable standard of living, and the famfly/was not cramped by
stringent economy. Some money came froth a series of small legacies;
in addition, he may have saved a portion of the dowries of his three
wives. Aftefthe name change in 18j/6, A’fois’was able to inherit from
two rather populous families; e>/en though the sums were small,
he was bound to inherit rather/frequently. In 1862, he had inherited
a few hundred florins from the estate of one of his mother’s brothers,
and in 1876 he obtained 230 florins from his uncle, Franz Schickel-
gruber.33 Altogether, the accumulation may have reached as much
as 1,000 florins bv/me late 188O’s.

Alois’ first wif^j Anna, appears to have been well-to-do, and her
dowry should have been large. Her advanced age at the time of
their wedding awakens the suspicion that Alois’ mona^sense played
a part in the marriage. However, he may not have gained much from
the union; at the time of the separation in 1880, Anna had a good
opportunity~to recover some of the money. Stryularly, Alois’ gains
from Franziska’s dowry may also have been Ztinimal. The 1,000
florins in the children’s trust fund probably represented a large por­
tion of the original dowry. As for Klara, theytlispensation request of
1884 emphasized that she was not well p/ovided for, and the ac­
curacy of this description is supported by the indirect evidence of
her family’s financial troubles^7—Her sister Johanna may have
received a sum as high as 1,600 florins as the equivalent of a mar­
riage portion, but it would be hazardous to assume from this that

“ Jetzinger (G), p. 73; Jetzinger (E), p. 53; Zoller, p. 46.
33 HA, File 17A, Reel 1 material concerns these two inheritances as does
the L of C material. X”’
37 Die Ahnentafel, pp. 39-40. (
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dered an investigation, the commissioner who was sent reported
that he had foi/id almost all the nuns in a state of pregnancy.
The monasteries were also frequently the scene of orgies, and
homosexuali$- was widespread among the members of the orders
of both sexeiS.

One s^ange custom was that of the “trial-night,” when the
girl permitted her lover to take every sort of liberty without giv­
ing hi^/self to him. By this means both parties were able to con-
vin themselves of their partner’s qualities, and the result was
by/io means always marriage, which was declined quite as often

the girl as by the man. There is a certain resemblance to this
ractice in the “ Fensterin ” or “ Gasseln ” that is to be found

here and there on the country-side even today — but the point is
that then it was an established custom, not amongst boors merely,
but in every circle, even the highest. It was no rarity, indeed, for a
husband to let a guest lie with his wife “ on honour and faith.”
Frequently, married men not only had their official concubines,
but brought up their bastards with their legitimate children.

In matters of sex, then, there was an utter absence of restraint.
Indecent and licentious songs were common at public dances (as
they still are amongst peasants), and kisses and embraces were
the official form of gallantry. When a spa visitor wished to show
his respect for a woman (whose acquaintance perhaps he had only
just made),.he simply thrust his hand into her bosom. Men and
women undressed in front of one another in the calmest manner,
not only af the baths, but on every occasion. When Louis XI en-
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Throughout his life, Hitler proclaimed his love for his
Indeed, the family doctor reported that many of the neighbors
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When your mother has grown old
And you have older grown,
When things she once did e'er so lightly,
Are now a burden, heavy borne,
When her eyes so dear and trusting
No more, as once, look forward brightly,
When her weary, falt’ring feet
No longer carry her step lightly—
Then give to her a helping hand,
Accompany her with gladsome smile
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The Child As Fatfrer-to-ffieMan

doubts and feelings of guilt—indeed, because of them. As a German
psychiatrist has noted, by loving Adolf so thoroughly, Klara could
combat resentments she may have unconsciously felt toward a child
who "enslaved her, sucked her dry and crippled her with never-ending
demands." Through Adolf, she could numb her feelings of shame and
guilt for having yielded to her “Uncle’s" sexual demands at the very
time his wife was living and dying in the same house. Constant ex­
pressions of love for her little boy could also assuage the fear of God's
wraCtk,she must have felt had been visited upt
deaths of her first three children., “No wonder
over-fed Adolf, but anxiously hovered over him,
him as living proof of her being a good, giving, non-destructiv
whom podztill Ipved.” 33” <Si

mother.
______ ____ believed

his love for her "verged on the pathological." While the doctor per-
s 0 n a 11 y d i d not helievp that the relationship waPabnormal, Ee~~didsay'
ffiat, in a long practice. "I have never witnessed a closer attachment'
bgI5veerrThather_aild--sQp.:l1 All his ]i£e~~Hitler carried h‘s~~niother’s
picture in his pockct.^Tri all hl's bedrooms—in Munich, the Berlin Chan­
cellery, the Obersaldaerg—her portrait hung over the head of his bed.?-'

Hitler always prided himself on being as ' nard as steel1’"and "cold
as ice," a person who showed no emotion in adversity. He confessed,
however, to having wept,twice injtis life: once when he stood at the
grave of his mother in (December 190^ the other time at the death of .
his Motherland during tn?"de£ekt~ or 19 iSj” On the evening that his
mother died, during Christmas week uf'Tgoy, a neighbor reported that
Adolf sat in the twilight, staring at her dead body. He lingered in the
death room a long time, carefully drawing a picture of his beloved
mother as she appeared in death, ravaged by cancer.37

'•A curious poem he wrote in 1923 testifies to one aspect of his love
—and to the 'limits of his litera^talent. After he came to power in
1933 he was able to have it published in an edition of a Nazi paper
largely devoted to extolling motherhood.
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The Child As Fat): AD OIF HITLER

When your mother has grown old
And you have older grown.
When things she once did e'er so lightly,
Are now a burden, heavy borne,
When her eyes so dear and trusting
No more, as once, look forward brightly,
When her weary, falt'ring feet
No longer carry her step lightly—
Then give to her a helping hand,
Accompany her with gladsome smile

doubts and feelings of guilt—indeed, because of them. As a German
psychiatrist has noted, by loving Adolf so thoroughly, Klara could
combat resentments she may have unconsciously felt toward a child
who "enslaved her, sucked her dry and crippled her with never-ending
demands." Through Adolf, she could numb her feelings of shame and
guilt for having yielded to her "Uncle's" sexual demands at the very
time his wife was living and dying in the same house. Constant ex­
pressions of love for her little boy could also assuage the fear of God's
ptrgXbyShe must have felt had been visited- upon her by the—early
deaths of her first three children,_ "No wonder that Klara not only
over-fed Adolf, but anxiously hovered over him, desperately needing
him as living proof of her bein^ a good, giving, non-destructiv^ mother
whom J3od _still Ipved." 33a
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Throughout his life. Hitler proclaimed his love for his mother.
Indeed, the family doctor reported that many of the neighbors believed
his love for her "verged on the pathological." While _the__doctor_per-
sona 11 y did not heheve that the relationship waF'abnormal, he did say
ffiat, in a long practice. "I have never witnessed a closer attachment'
b'grtveen~rnother and—son.31 All hi-S |itf~~Hitler carried his~~niother’s
picture in his pocket. In. all hfs bedrooms—in Munich, the Berlin Chan­
cellery, the Obersalab'erg—her portrait hung over the head of his bed.3"

Hitler always prided himself on being as "hard as steel" and "cold
as ice," a person who showed no emotion in adversity. He confessed,
however, to having wept, twice in^his life: once when he stood at the
grave of his mother in (Degember ipoTy the other time at the death of
his Motherland during thp^defeat ofigijTj’ On the evening that his
mother died, during Christmas week uTTgoy, a neighbor reported that
Adolf sat in the twilight, staring at her dead body. He lingered in the
death room a long time,/carefully drawing a picture of his beloved

. mother as she appeared inaeath, ravaged by cancer.37
A curious poem he wrote in 1923 testifies to one aspect of his love

—and to the'limits of his litera^talent. After he came to power in
1933 he was able to have it published in an edition of a Nazi paper
largely devoted to extolling motherhood.
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rtiuy may beTT Have therefore always been in favor of the strongest
possible punishment of these antisocial elements.31’

Thus did the evils done
man. We leave him now to lot
ditions which helped bring hi
achieve a political goal withou
personality, time, and place, P
none can be understood apart i

In following the course c
fateful meeting with Adolf Hi
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Other aspects of Hitler’s personality also fit what we know to be
true about the psychopathology of sexual perversion. The infantilism
we have found in him is one necessary ingredient. For as Freud was
first to notice, “perverted sexuality is nothing else but infantile sexual­
ity, magnified and separated into its component parts.” Infantilism is
clearly marked when, as with Hitler, the perversion involves a reversion
to the anal stage.318 Hitler’s harrowing childhood memories of his
primal scene experience and his monorchism clearly qualify as pre­
requisites for adult perversion, as set forth by the distinguished child
psychoanalyst Phyllis Greenacre. "If I were to attempt a formula de­
scribing the development of perversion,” she has written, the primary
cause would lie in a disturbed mother-child relationship, "especially
[one] involving the genitals. This becomes most significant . . . when
castration anxiety is extraordinarily acute.” 310

Psychoanalysts have shown that the mothers of boys who become
sexual perverts often were overly stringent about toilet training. As we
have noted, Klara Hitler had a reputation in Leonding and Linz for
having had "the cleanest house in town” and keeping her children
“absolutely spotless.” It is interesting, and perhaps in this connection
suggestive, that in one case of perversion described by an American
analyst, the patient showed an identification with his mother: he dis­
played a desire "to have his sweetheart urinate in his presence while
he encouraged her in a friendly way. He was playing the role of his
mother who used to put him on the chamberpot when he was
a baby.” 320

In his chapter on perversion in his standard work on psychoana­
lytic theory, Otto Fenichel lists three basic characteristics: patients with
perversions tend to be infantile; they have unreconciled Oedipus com­
plexes; and they all display castration anxiety. Indeed, Fenichel con­
cludes: “Castration anxiety (and guilt feelings which are derivatives of
castration anxiety) must be the decisive factor." 321 Adolf Hitler’s life­
long concern about castration has already been mentioned perhaps too
often.

If the clinical literature is correct in concluding that Oedipal
lems, sadomasochism, infantilism, and castration anxiety are th

perversion, then Hitler certainly had all the chief sympt
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ADOLF HITLER

THE FATHER: ALOIS (SCHICKELGRUBER) HITLER

Alois Hitle
respectable!
senior assii

's career in the
, After nine
tarn cus

Racial instinct protected the people; the odor of that race de­
terred Gentiles from marrying Jews. At present in these days of
perfume, where any dandy can assume the same odor as anyone
else, the feeling for these finer distinctions between peoples is

II being lost. The Jew counts on that.H •'

Those who have commented on Hitler's physical characteristics
have all said that his least attractive feature was his grossly shaped
nose and unusually large nostrils—hence the bushy little mustache
grown just wide enough to help conceal them. With this in mind, it is
worth noting Hitler's pointed observation about the Jewish people: they
have, he said, a characteristic which is “permanently common to all
Jews from the ghetto of Warsaw to the bazaars of Morocco: the offen­
sive nose, the cruel, vicious nostrils. . . 15 —=■-------—
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The Child As Father to the Man

(likely-that.Hitler chose this particular village at random. He seems j
have had a compulsion to wipe out—quite literally—the suspicion I
his own Jewish blood by obliterating the birthplace of his father and
: grave of his grandmother.

-Hitler^-uneasiness about his ancestors is suggested in a remark^
he made in 1930 when reporters were trying to get information about
his family. “These people," he said, "must never find out who I am.
They mustn't know where I come from or my family background.” 1:1
As we have noted, he felt it necessary to lie about his ancestors, saying,
for example, that they had come from Lower Saxony.

There is other evidence that Hitler worried about his own "Jewish­
ness.” The two physical characteristics he associated with Jews — body
odors and large noses—were two things that bothered him about him­
self. Hitler's obsessive concern with personal cleanliness and his ab­
horrence of perfume and aftershave lotion was so great, one suspects,
because he was afraid that either the smell of body odor or the use of
perfume to cover it up might make people think he was a Jew. When
one of his colleagues asked why Jews "always remain strangers in the
nation," Hitler had a ready answer: "The, Jews [have] a different smell,"
He expressed his repugnance for both odor and perfume publicly in
a Munich speech of 29 November 1939:
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Alois Schicklgruber's stepfather (Johann Georg Hiedler) 'vO^r
' Jiaye seen that Alois Hitler was the natural son of Marfenne
Schicklgruber and that his father was possibly a Jew. He was born
jn 1837. After a while Marianne?s father relented, and his daughter
and infant grandson went to live with him in His home.

Five years later, in 1842, Marianne married. The entry in the
marriage register at Dollersheim reads:

1842. Married by Johann Oppolzer, incumbent; the bridegroom, Georg Hiedler,
Journeyman-miller lodging in Diirnthal, parish of Fels, born Spital in parish

hitler’s YOU!

there could have/been only one possible reaction: hatred of his
blood relations, particularly of his father, and an intensification
of his alnxrdy pathological hatred and persecution of the Jews,
with the personal element reinforcing the political. ‘ Hermann
Rauschning, whose Hiller Speaks was published some years later,
gave it as his opinion that Hitler’s hatred of the Jews had a
persona! foundation.

Finally, there is a curious fact which may be interpreted as
bearing out Frank’s story. Not two months after Hitler invaded
Austria, in May 1938, an order wasJ and Registries
concerned to carry out a surv
birthplace) and neighbourhood wi a view to their suitability as
a battle training area for the Wehrmacht. In the following year
the inhabitants of Dollersheim were forcibly evacuated and the
village together with the surrounding countryside was blasted
and withered by German artillery and infantry weapons. The
jurthplace of Hitler’s father and the site of his grandmother’s
grave were alike rendered unrecognizable, and-todqy thin whole -
jract ot what was once fertile andflourishing country is an arid
desert sown with unexploded shells. But an area so closely
associated with Hitler’s family could ’not have been used for
battle training without his knowledge and permission. Then why
did he give it? Or did Hitler himself initiate the order for the
destruction of Dollersheim out of insane hatred of his father and
the desire to erase the ‘shame’ of his Jewish blood?

\lois Hitler’sof Dollershei

bfepomuk Hiedler, who was fifteen years younger than he^_had| ' \
fflme.frg.m~his home in Spital to visit the newly married couple 1

his foster-father. For

Alois Schicklgruber's foster-father \
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sia Pfcisingcr of Dictrcichs,
rPrinz, school master in Dollers-

Johann Geo
Alois Schicklgru
many reasons. Firstly, he had falsely claimed to be a bachelor. In
fact he was a widower, having been previously married for three
years to a woman named Anna Maria Bauer. Though he had
learnt the trade of miller, he was neither working nor had he a
permanent place of abode at the time of his marriage. That he was
‘at present residing’ with the bridels-father shows that he had lost
no time in drawing solid benefits from h;s pllipno? with the

' Schicklgrubers.
From his marriage until his death, fifteen years later, there is

no evidence in any official record that Alois’ stepfather worked
for his living, and throughout the' five years of her married life
Marianne became steadily more impoverished until finally it is
said that she and her husband no longer even possessed a be
had to sleep in a feeding trough for cattle, (f£

JIl^DollersheirnoHis chief concern seems to have been for the
five-year-old Alois, for rather than leave him with his feckless
brother, Johann Nepomuk took the child with him when he
returned to Spital and from then on acted as 1
Alois this was an unmitigated blessing. He grew up at the farm­
house with Johann Nepomuk’s daughters, who were about the
same age as himself, and no doubt came to think of Nepomuk
as his real father. Five years later the death of his mother perhaps
hardly touched him.
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of long ago and even to him the village seemed strange. Now
that he had finally retired at the age of fifty-six, he could not
endure to spend a single day of his leisure in idleness. And so
he bought and managed a small property near the small
market-town of Lambach in Upper Austria, so completing
the circle of a long and industrious life by returning to the
labours of his forefathers.’

It is easy to see how this account might be construed as mean­
ing that Alois Hitler retired after serving in the Customs for

enty-three years. But Adolf knew nothing precise about his
’s career, and in any case was not concerned with accuracy,

with presenting his father, and hence himself,
nrable tn his own political career.
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family, attendingxhe ^ealscTjnteZ i.c. Modern Secoh^ary School,
in Linz. Fin^lfyj Klara Hitler’s younger sister, Johanna l*s4gl, w5s
UviSfrSalh rhe thrnily as a domestic help. 1 1 ~

A house and nine acres
On 4th February.,1895 Alois Hitler concl

the small property which Adolf mentione
sisted of a house built mainly of timb
something over nine acres of land

Mein Kampf. It con-
with a thatched roof and

joining the hamlet of Hafeldl
in the Parish of Fischlam, ab t eight miles east of Lambach.
Hafeld itself consisted at at time of twenty-four scattered'
houses and izo inhabit s. The property, officially known as tfie~
Sctmjlan-Giil, but jfiore* popularly as the fianscher-Gntj was
splendidly situatpoon elevated ground with a plentiful supply of
fruit and walmit trees and a wonderful view of the nearby
mountain/'of the Salzkammergut. It must have seemed like a
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LutllCTVjX! fact that ."Ke. whippings were remembered and resented, L

”and>frat he hated his father for giving them, indicates that-they had .2.
... an uncommon effect upon him.

The workings of hatred and love, of pleasure and pain, are com­
plex. Hatred may be a distortion of love: pleasure may be sought through E
pain. Consciously, Adolf certainly resented the beatings and hated his
father for hurting him; unconsciously, he may have desired the punish- v

* ment as a way of winning his father’s attention and love. We are sug- f
gesting the possibility that the sadomasochism we shall observe in the I
adult Hitler had its beginnings here. Clinical studies have shown that J
often, as children, people with masochistic tendencies baited their I
fathers into whipping them. "The desire to be punished or humiliated," 3
a specialist in the pathology of masochism has written, is another way I
of "wanting to be loved . . . being beaten and being loved are fused into I
one single masochistic expression." 30 J

As with all little boys, Adolfs image of his father was heavily in- 1
fluenced by the picture he had of his father's sexual relations with his /'•
mother. For Hitler this memory was traumatic because, as we shall’**
soon see, Adolf at the age of three had seen—or imagined that he had
seen^xhis-drunken-father rape‘his-beloved-young-mother.
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lat same way at two successive Nazi rallies
"I offered myself to him and to his cause
such was the sequel as Liidecke told it.100

>ter Jew-baiter of Nuremberg, was Hitler’s
dy fall of 1922, he first heard Hitler speak.
is speech,” Streicher proudly recounted, "an
get up. I arose and forced myself through

sakers' desk. I went toward him and intro-
:e to him: ‘Heil Hitler! I heard your speech.
per but you are the born leader. Here is my
berg.’ On that evening I gave the movement
uremberg to Adolf Hitler.”101 (This gift dou-
ng.102) Swaggering war hero Hermann Go­

ring heard Hitler that same autumn denounce mere verbal pro­
tests against Versailles as senseless. “This conviction was
spoken word for word as if from my own soul,” Goring recol­
lected, adding that he thereupon sought out Hitler in the Party
offices: “We spoke at once about the things which were close to
our hearts—the defeat of the fatherland, and that one could not
let it rest with that. ... I told him that I myself to the fullest
extent, and all I was, and all I possessed, were completely at his \
disposal.”103 Cultivated, clownish Ernst “Putzi” Hanfstaenpl was]
"captivated” as, in one hour of November 192g, the “up-and- J

coming virtuoso on the keyboard of the mass soul” turned a T>/'
seething political assemblage into “a community gripped to the I
depths” by talk of reviving the German battle spirit.104 Wellborn u
Baldur von Schirach’s student circle of eighteen joined the.Bafty.fl
and SA upon hearing Hitler speak in Weimar in 1925. “He ap- I
peared to me to be the man who would pave the way into the / 

future for our generation,” Schirach explained at the end of that
way.105 Newspaperman Otto Dietrich yielded in April 1929 only
after his second Hitler speech at a year’s interval.106 “Goebbels
felt Hitler’s tremendous will and magnetic power and suc­
cumbed to him from the first moment.”107 Before that first mo­
ment the Mephistophelean manipulator had promoted a pro-So-
viet policy within the Party, requiring Hitler to call him down
from the Ruhr to Munich for a talking-to on living spaceTTIre
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turer Kurt Liidecke that same way at two successive Nazi rallies
on 11 August 1922. “I offered myself to him and to his cause
without reservation”: such was the sequel as Liidecke told it.100
Julius Streicher, master Jew-baiter of Nuremberg, was Hitler’s
rival until, in the early fall of 1922, he first heard Hitler speak.
"When he finished his speech,” Streicher proudly recounted, "an
inner voice bade me get up. I arose and forced myself through
the crowd to the speakers’ desk. I went toward him and intro­
duced myself. I spoke to him: 'Heil Hitler! I heard your speech.
I only can be the helper but you are the born leader. Here is my
movement in Nuremberg.’ On that evening I gave the movement
which I created in Nuremberg to Adolf Hitler.”101 (This gift dou­
bled Hitler’s following.102) Swaggering war hero Hermann Go­
ring heard Hitler that same autumn denounce mere verbal pro­
tests against Versailles as senseless. “This conviction was
spoken word for word as if from my own soul,” Goring recol­
lected, adding that he thereupon sought out Hitler in the Party
offices: “We spoke at once about the things which were close to
our hearts—the defeat of the fatherland, and that one could not
let it rest with that. ... I told him that I myself to the fullest
extent, and all I was, and all I possessed, were completely at his
disposal.”103 Cultivated, clownish Ernst “Putzi" Hanfstaengl was
"captivated” as, in one hour of.Navember 192g, the “up-and-
coming virtuoso on the keyboard of the mass soul” turned a
seething political assemblage into "a community gripped to the
depths" by talk of reviving the German battle spirit.104 Wellborn
Baldur von Schirach’s student circle of eighteen joined the-Barty,
and SA upon hearing Hitler speak in Weimar in 1925. “He ap-
peared to me to be the man who would pave the way into the,
future for our generation,” Schirach explained at the end of that 

HU,

way.105 Newspaperman Otto Dietrich yielded in April 1929 only
after his second Hitler speech at a year’s interval.106 “Goebbels
felt Hitler’s tremendous will and magnetic power and suc­
cumbed to him from the first moment.”107 Before that first mo­
ment the Mephistophelean manipulator had promoted a pro-So-
viet policy within the Party, requiring Hitler to call him down
from the Ruhr to Munich for a talking-to on living spaceTT^e 
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THE PSYCHOPATHIC GOD: ADOLF HITLER

but he knew that when he reached maturity he could treat his chil­
dren just as his authoritarian father had treated him. Thus was the
system perpetuated. Attitudes initially developed in the family reflected
one of the striking qualities of German life and letters, a kind of tension
between extremes. A word often used in essays on German character is
Zerrissenheit, the sense of being torn apart by conflicting values. Many

leaders oFGerihan'thought have Eeeli lilingued-by this conflict of oppo­
sites. Goethe spoke of “two souls, alas, within my breast”; Hegel’s sys­
tem moved by the clash of thesis against antithesis; Nietzsche thought in
terms of Apollonian harmony versus Dionysian frenzy, and he hailed
“the magic power of extremes.” German political theory tended to deride
moderation and call either for complete obedience to the state or for
revolution to overthrow it. In the popular stereotypes, Germans
have been noted for both sentimental romanticism and cold efficiency.
It seems likely that early family experience contributed to these atti­
tudes by emphasizing the great difference in the treatment the child re-

. ceived from the father and the mother; their behaviors diverged so
'sharply that it was difficult for the youngster to identify with both par­
ents. Yet to choose one and not the other was to invite further conflict.
One unsatisfactory solution was to alternate between them, so that “at
one time [the child] will behave like his aggressive, dominating father;
at others like his submissive, loving . . . mother." 118

Hitler appealed to the Germans in part because he appealed to
| values that were deep-rooted in the traditional authoritarian family.

I
Specifically, he promised an orderly government that would be a model
of the same principles that the Germans were accustomed tQ_find, in
propejL-tamily life. He promised security, work, food, and clothing if
tHeygranted him authority. He offered himself as a German father
figure who inspired Ehrfurcht and obedience; he promised to provide a
clean and racially pure family, a Volksgemeinschaft; he would reunite
all Germans and bring them back into the family fold. Hence the par­
ticular appeal of his slogan: Heim ins Reich. In contrast to the freedom
which was uncomfortable to many Germans and associated with the
failures of the Weimar Republic, Hitler offered the security of authority:
“To a large percentage of Germans this was neither absurd nor dan­
gerous, but a natural arrangement between a leader and his subjects; a
situation to which they had become accustomed from infancy on in their
home life, schools, work experience, and military service.” 110

Emphasis on the appeal of the father image has not been confined
to sociological studies. The political historian Wolfgang Sauer has
noticed how much his fellow Germans have been attracted by the idea of
a paterfamilias for their country: "From Bismarck to Adenauer, the Ger­
mans have always sought a father, indeed it appears as if the German
conception of the State is generally patterned after the model of the
family.” 120

The German educational system reinforced the basic system of
values first learned in the family. Training tended to be specialized, with
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platform which denounced the evils of capitalism and
expounded the virtues of a fuzzy theory of social
cooperation which might best be described as that of the
corporate state. Gregor Strasser, his brother Otto, the young
Paul Joseph Goebbels, and a group of northern Gauleiter
worked together within the NSDAP to give organizational

j structure to these ideas. Opinion among historians today is
/ deeply divided on the question of what Strasser and his
/ friends were after in 1925-26. It^seems most likely, however,
/ 4hat their object was..to.move<Hitler_a_way_l£flm»£iaJj,eayy
/ reliance on the Munich anti-Semites with^Jheir^yppgjiclass
I ~^nenj^jfl»j-4he'y~ w^^T^^gfffiJ^proxjium.^-message-of
I sbciaTrevolu9 In anY
v ’evefff“ffie,'of^riizational and ideological squabbles between

the Strasser group and the rest of the party dragged on
throughout late 1925 and early 1926 until finally in
February 1926 Hitler asserted his leadership and rejected all
changes in the party program.

Heinrich played no leading role in these developments; he
merely served his immediate superior and took care of
assigned tasks. But the incessant meetings and maneuvering
gave him an opportunity to become familiar with Goebbels
and Strasser’s other leading allies. Goqbhfils,was impressed by
Himmler’s abilities and described him as ^'a'goodFguy^^d;
iibry^mTeTfigenT”WOTffimmre?'was,anowe~d'~fo’aftend some of
the-orgaTflzatfohal meetings with Strasser but was not invited
to the showdown meeting with Hitler in Bamberg in
February 1926.11

The major effect of the whole affair on Heinrich was the
influence it exerted on the style and content of his public
statements. From Strasser and his friends he learned to focus
the attention of his listeners on the social and economic
grievances of the peasantry. On occasion he employed the
same kind of radical economic arguments as Strasser. In the
course of his speech on October 13, 1926, Himmler described
the rise of economic power in the following terms:
^‘Capitalism made itself master of the machine and with it
enslaved the people. As a result, there was a longing for
freedom by the people, and this will to freedom expressed
htself in the class struggle of the workers.”12 This kind of
homespun Marxist phraseology came directly from Strasser,
who used it to underscore his social-economic radicalism.
After Hitler decided against him, the Marxian phrases
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gradually disappeared from Strasser’s speeches, and I
Heinrich’s Marxian gloss soon vanished too. But his emphasis /
on the social and economic problems of the peasantry/
remained.

The mystical features of the blood and soil doctrine which
in the hands of the Artamanen Bund pointed toward utopian
communities, seldom intruded into Heinrich’s public
statements, a fact that greatly enhanced his value as a party
worker. Hitler cpntjflit^&JfiU^^ I
occult tendencies among his followers, for his primary goal \
v>as the seizure of power, and for this he needed, not quacks I

spiritualist tendencies had to be tolerated—Hitler’s own ideas
often had mystical overtones—but party members with such
leanings had to keep their ideas subordinated to political
considerations if they were to enjoy any future in the party.
Heinrich’s development in 1925-26 of a public political
position based on bread-and-butter issues thus helped him to
fit more easily into Hitler’s political machine.

If Heinrich’s future as a party worker depended on his
overcoming his mystical bent, his dreams of military glory
were an even graver threat to his career. Throughout 1925-26
Hitler fought a running battle with those who sought to
establish autonomous paramilitary formations or hoped to
use the party’s units for a Putsch or a military adventure. A
rising man in Hitler’s system had to withstand the temptation
to play soldier except when political considerations made this
necessary. In 1924, while the NSDAP was outlawed, Heinrich
had joined the Alt-Reichsflagge and been active in the
volkisch veterans’ group, the Deutschvolkisches Offiziersbund
(DVOB). In this group he remained active during 1925 and
early 1926, even though Hitler was gradually sharpening the
lines of demarcation between the NSDAP and all other
volkisch organizations. Part of Heinrich’s desire to remain in
the DVOB probably arose from the fact that it had close
relations with the Reichswehr and its members periodically
received indoctrination and training by regular army officers,
as they did in January 1926. As late as February 1926
Himmler continued to serve in the DVOB and even recruited
members among his friends. By June 1926, however, Hitler
forbade NSDAP members to participate in such groups, and
Heinrich quickly submitted to his Fiihrer and resigned. The
last reference to the DVOB in his private papers is an angry



letter, dated June 18, 1926, from a DVOB official accusing
him of intriguing against the local DVOB chapter as part of a
Nazi plot to destroy the organization.13

Although Hitler drew a sharp dividing line between the
party and outside paramilitary groups, he was less successful
in eliminating the confusion which surrounded the party’s
own units. When the NSDAP was reestablished in 1925, the
SA was still banned in most German states. In order to keep
his political machine completely autonomous, Hitler was
forced to establish a new Nazi paramilitary group. Building
on the Stosstrupp (protective guards unit) which had been a
small party formation prior to the Putsch, Hitler authorized
the formation of the Schutzstaffel (SS), whose major
function was to serve as a reliable paramilitary unit of the
party in states where the SA was still outlawed. In Bavaria,
where the SA was legalized in the course of 1925, the 55 had
to find functions which would minimize friction with the
larger and better established Brown Shirts. This led on the

■■one hand to an emphasis on the elitist role of the 55 as a
special honor guard in the tradition of the Stosstrupp and on
the other to the assumption by the 55 of a series of petty
duties which other organizations refused to perform. Thus
the 55 was given the special assignment of selling
subscriptions to the Volkischer Beobachter, received the
exclusive right to sell shirts to the SA, and finally, in October
1926, took over the job of selling SA caps as well.14

The significance of Heinrich’s role in the 55 at this time
should be evaluated in the light of this situation. He joined
the SA and the 55 in 1925 and soon became the chief of the
55 in Gau Niederbayem.15 However, his position was the
direct result of the party’s effort to keep the paramilitary
organizations in the hands of regular party officials and
brought little glory with it. Most of the activities he
supervised in the 55 paralleled the routine administrative
duties he performed as deputy leader of the Gau. Only rarely
did the activities of the 55 at this time give any hint of its
future fame and power; (of most of the time its members

, served. arm s'? Th e
party leadership was never able completely to subdue the
tendency of these units to play soldiers but on the whole the
54 and 55 were given political rather than military
assignments.16 Like an old fire horse, Heinrich was always
lured by a whiff of military smoke (in 1926 he was engaged



in a clandestine effort to locate weapons left over from World
War I), but he managed to adapt himself to the limited rZ
paramilitary role demanded by the party and learned to curb
his enthusiasm.

By the middle of 1926 the young Himmler had overcome
the most important personal obstacles to a successful party
career. He had steered clear of factionalism, had learned to
control his mystical inclinations, and had become part of the
machinery by which the paramilitary groups were
subordinated to party discipline. In his unobtrusive and
humdrum way he had also revealed abilities that marked him
out as an unusually competent provincial administrator.
Through Strasser and through his own social and paramilitary
activities he had made many personal contacts throughout
Germany which enabled him to get things done. He possessed
an ingrained bureaucratic bias which made it easy for him to
establish precise procedures and maintain an efficient set of
records. Since many of his fellow provincial officials were
military or ideological enthusiasts with little taste or ability
for administration, Heinrich’s talents shone brightly. As
Hitler and the party struggled to establish administrative
order and centralized control, the relative efficiency of Gau
Niederbayern could not but enhance Heinrich’s reputation in
Munich. Even more important was his early training as a
courtier. From infancy he had been taught that it was vital to
accommodate important people and work his way up
through their favor. One of the most serious problems he had
faced between 1919 and 1923 was his inability to make this
approach work in the more fluid situation under the Weimar
Republic. Once committed to the NSDAP, however, he
found in the hierarchical structure of the party a perfect
milieu for the operation of his administrative ability and
courtier mentality. ,

The only serious challenge to his career lay in the dismal,
prospects of the party itself. In 1925-26^ the NSDAP was the
smallest political party in Germany, and Hitler’s policies were
severing connections with numerous groups which had
previously cooperated with it. The Weimar Republic
appeared stronger and more stable during this period than at
any time since its inception, and the chances of recovering
German power and prestige through a policy of reconciliation
seemed promising. To the vast majority of Germans, Hitler
and the NSDAP looked like a band of crank's. Despite his
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' His fartli in the movement and his own commitment had
to be sustained by the emotional satisfaction he derived from
toiling at a lonely post. To overcome his doubts he scoured
the polemical volkisch literature for supportive arguments
and attempted to discover volkisch morals in everything he
read. The basic pattern of his reading remained the same:
numerous works on volkisch and patriotic themes were
interspersed with books on religion, spiritualism, and sex. An
occasional adventure story appeared in the list as well as a
few works of classical German literature. The only new
themes were in three books on espionage and police work
and four titles on communism and the USSR.

What awakened his interest in crime and spying is not
clear. He was horrified by a large volume on human torture,
noting that it is a “frightening book about the beast in man
which manifests itself in every century and in every state.”23
Yet he was curious about espionage and police control and
was eager to learn about them. On Walter Nicolai’s Gehejme-
Mdchte (The secret powers) he comments, “Very interesting.
One can really learn something.”24 His curiosity did not take
him very far, however, and he was unable to divorce his
inquiry from his desire to discover volkisch lessons. In
summarizing his opinion of Popoff s Tscheka, he writes that
“the word Jew is not once mentioned in connection with the
Cheka, which is almost completely Jewish, nor is it
mentioned in relation to the earlier Tsarist Ochrana. A bad
book.”23 Hl? piBMltlUUs'liiiaficlsm 'led'tb tKeTJSTequaSKn

I* ot secret-police work with Jews; at this time he did not relish
I the image of the secret-police power that he was
I subsequently to wield through the SS and the Gestapo. __
i<»’44einrieh^"O0mment^'0ff'CBMfiTtHrisnraM’TKe-USSK^iIso"

reveal his tendency to find anti-Semitic and volkisch lessons
whenever possible. In early 1926, at the time when Strasser’s
effort to emphasize social-economic radicalism in the NSDAP
was reaching its climax, Heinrich read three books on the
USSR. Significantly, two of the three were borrowed from
Strasser. Heinrich tried hard to be open-minded; on one
book, he notes that the author’s “attitude to Bolshevism is
not instinctively hostile”;26 after reading another he grants
grudgingly that “one must concede, even though there is a
demonic element, a performance and an achievement.”27 He

farm subjects which he wrote on April 22, 1926,
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people. Therefore I feel that he belonged to these Germanic
people, even though I may be completely alone in that belief
today.”3 3 Similarly, when commenting on Jansen’s Das Buch
Liebe he stresses his adherence to his beliefs no matter what
appearance there may be to the contrary: “The glorious song
to the Nordic woman. It is the ideal picture about which we
Germans dreamed in our youth and are ready to die for as
men. One believes it all the time even though one is
continuously being disillusioned.”34

At every point he was resolved to hold to his party faith
and persevere in the political struggle. By 1926 his
employment prospects, strained family relations, and
psychological makeup required that he fight on as one of the
party faithful, hoping that his talents would be recognized
and that his loyalty to the NSDAP would ultimately be a
rewarded. In this sens?, he .was cornered. But within that
corner thezneeds aqd de.mandtm£jhe_Da£ty matched his own
.talents anadevotion. It was merely a question ot'timeTnrtil
atrOpp’ortlinrtytVSuTa present itself that would allow him to
move from his provincial post to a place in the central
organization of the NSDAP.

Finally in September 1926, as part of a general reshuffling
of party offices, the call came. Probably as compensation for
his defeat on the party program, Gregor Strasser was given
the post of Reich propaganda leader for the party. Himmler
was made his deputy. Since propaganda operations had to be
conducted in the party’s central headquarters in Munich and
Strasser traveled too much to exercise effective supervision,
Heinrich was ordered to move to Munich on September 12
and take over the administration of the propaganda office.
Nominally he was Strasser’s deputy, but actually the
day-to-day operations of the office were in his hands. Neither
Strasser nor Himmler gave up their positions in Gau
Niederbayern, they simply moved the Gau office to Munich
so that Heinrich could handle the administrative side of both
positions simultaneously.35

For a short period Himmler continued in his anomalous
position as a provincial official and an officer of party
headquarters. He even assumed the position of deputy leader
for Gau Oberbayern as well.36 But the logic of the move to
Munich gradually asserted itself. He had turned his back on
Landshut and the provinces. He was no longer Strasser’s man,
but a member of party headquarters with an opportunity to
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szeitung, edited by Otto Strasser, and a fortnightly
periodical, Nationalsozialistische Briefe, intended for
Party officials. As editor of the Briefe and Gregor’s
private secretary, the Strassers secured a young
Rhinelander, then still under thirty, a man of some
education who had attended a number of universities,
and written novels and film scripts which no one
would accept. His name was-Paul Josef Goebbels.

Hitler had little sympathy with the Strassers’ anti­
capitalism and their demand for the breaking up of
big estates, which embarrassed him in his search for
wealthy backers. But while Hitler spent his time in
Berchtesgaden, Gregor and Otto Strasser were ac­
tively at work extending their influence in the move­
ment.

On 22 November 1925, the Strassers called to­
gether a meeting of the North German district lead­
ers in Hanover. Hitler was represented by Gottfried
Feder, but it was only by a bare majority that Feder
was admitted to the meeting at all, after Goebbels
had demanded his ejection.

The split between the Strassers and Hitler crystal­
lized round a question which excited much feeling in
Germany in 1925-6, whether the former German
royal houses should be expropriated and whether
their possessions should be regarded as their own
private property or as the public property of the dif­
ferent states. Gregor and Otto Strasser sided with
working-class opinion against the princes, while Hit­
ler supported the propertied classes. At this time he
was receiving three-quarters of his income from the
divorced Duchess of Sachsen-Anhalt, and he de-.
nounced the agitation as a Jewish swindle. The Han­
over meeting voted to follow the Strasser line. When
Feder protested in Hitler’s name, Goebbels jumped
to his feet: Tn these circumstances I demand that
the petty bourgeois Adolf Hitler be expelled from
the National Socialist Party.’ More important still,
the Hanover meeting accepted the Strassers’ pro-
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gramme and resolved to substitute it for the Twenty-
five Points of the official programme adopted in Feb­
ruary 1920. This was open revolt.

Hitler took time to meet the challenge, but when
he did move he showed his skill in the way he out­
manoeuvred Strasser without splitting the Party. On
14 February 1926 he summoned a conference in his
turn, this time in the South German town of Bam­
berg. Hitler deliberately avoided a Sunday, when the
North German leaders would have been free to attend
in strength. As a result the Strasser wing of the
Party was represented only by Gregor Strasser and
Goebbels. In the south Hitler had made the position
of District Leader (Gauleiter) a salaried office, a
step which left the Gauleiters free to attend solely
to Party business and made them much more depend­
ent upon himself. He could thus be sure of a com­
fortable majority in the meeting at Bamberg.

Strasser was outnumbered from the beginning,
and half-way through the meeting Goebbels stood up
and declared that, after listening to Hitler, he was
convinced that Strasser and he had been wrong, and
that the only course was to admit their mistake and
come over to Hitler. Having won his point, Hitler did
all he could to keep Strasser in the Party. His con­
ciliatory tactics proved successful. The Strasser pro­
gramme was abandoned, a truce patched up and the
unity of the Party preserved. This was not the end
of the Strasser episode, but Hitler had handled his
most dangerous rival with skill and papered over the
breach between himself and the radical wing of the
Party.

Hitler had still to face other difficulties in the
Party. There was persistent criticism and grumbling
at the amount of money the Leader and his friends
took out of Party funds for their own expenses, and
at the time he spent away from headquarters in
Berchtesgaden, or driving around in a large motor­
car at the Party’s expense. Quarrelling, slander, and
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h asde voted ji is life. tnJhe struggle against the Jews, was Hitler’s
right-hand man. Hallucinations—saw Abraham and Paul, “the
most dangerous Jew who ever existedLLAbraham offered himju
promissoiyhote and guaranteed him threr^camels if he would

^>jye up the fight against the Jews; onset of visual hallucinations,
screamed out loud; Abraham was driving a red-hot nail into his]
back, a Jewish doctor wanted to cut out his heart; suicide attempt
(by hanging and strangulation); threatening, smuggled an iron
weight in as a weapon; visions, voices, self-contempt.

The doctors’ confidential reports spoke of his weak character—“One never
knew how he would react,’’ wrote one. “But since he had been a German
officer he found it easy to obey.” Another qualified him as a “sentimental
person, lacking in fundamental moral courage.”

Then, on October 7, 1925, his ordeal was over. He was discharged from
Langbro with a certificate that he had obviously begged the professor in
charge to sign:

I hereby affirm that Captain H. von [sic] Goring was admitted
into Langbro hospital at his own request; that neither upon ad­
mission nor later did he show signs of mental illness; and that
upon discharge now he also does not show any symptoms of an
illness of this kind.

Langbro Hospital
October 7, 1925
OLOF KINBERG,
PROFESSOR

Won almost at a greater cost than his famous war decoration, though not a
prize that he was so anxious to display, this vital certificate of sanity would
be among his most precious possessions for the next twenty years.

His return to Carin’s little apartment triggered fresh troubles. Since his
crazed outbursts were now a thing of the past, Thomas often came over from
school at dstermalm. Nils warned Carin that the lad was playing truant, and
his schoolwork was suffering. Overreacting, she sued Nils for legal custody.
His defense lawyers hired a private detective, and he dug up evidence of
Goring’s drug addiction. On April 16, 1926, Dij. Karl Lundberg, a court-
appointed doctor, certified that neither Hermann nor Carin—who was, he
said, an epileptic—was fit to provide a home for Thomas, and on the twenty-
second the court dismissed her petition.

Planning to appeal, she persuaded Hermann to return to Langbro and t
complete the withdrawal cure. He gloomily reentered the asylum on May
22. The hospital’s dossier on him states only, “Subdued, fluctuating moods,
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egocentric, easily affected, back pain.” Afterward, Dr. C. Franke, the as­
sistant medical superintendant, issued this new certificate:

Captain Hermann Gohring [sic] of No. 23 0dengatan. Stock­
holm, was admitted to Langbro Hospital inMay 1926j)t his own
request and treated there by the undersignedTlJurirrg'fnsstay there
he underwent a detoxification cure from the use of Eukodal, and
when he left the hospital at the beginning of June, he was com­
pletely cured from the use of the above and free from the use of
all types of opium derivatives, which fact is herewith certified on
my honor and conscience.

On August 23?jhe wrote a pathetic letter to the court stressing his former
statiis-and"acfs of wartime heroism, and declaring his willingness to submit
to medical and psychiatric examination. The court still refused to grant Carin
custody of Thomas.

Goring’s movements after this are something of a mystery. Unlike Hitler,
he seldom reminisced about the more barren years of his existence. He clearly
intended to regain high office in the Nazi party, but three years had passed
since his inglorious exile, and the party now had no time for him. His name
was scratched from the membership register, and he had difficulty later in
reclaiming an early number (his party file shows that his ‘‘second member­
ship” was grudgingly backdated only to April 1, 1928).

Eventually the BMW motor works gave him a job in Sweden, selling its
airplane engines in Scandinavia. But he knew that his political fortune lay
in Germany. In January 1927 he returned therefore to the land of his birth,
holding a concession from the Swedish automatic parachute company
Tomblad.

Carin was to stay behind in Sweden. As his train pulled out of Stockholm’s
central station, she collapsed into her sister Fanny’s arms. Her heart gradually
fading, she was taken to the Vita Kors Nursing Home at No. 11 Brunke-
bergstorg.

Each of them was half convinced they would never see the other again.
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inventor of performing-right royalties, and his hero Figaro is only
a cynical money-maker. On the other hand, he was akin to Rous­
seau and Chamfprt in that his attacks were nothing but an intel­
lectual pre-revolution, a play of ideas, born of the love of sensation
and paradox, a marionette-show with no intentioned conse­
quences. Reality passed him by as it did Chamfort, and as it
would have done Rousseau if he had lived long enough. Mirabeau,
already, could fling at Beaumarchais the words: “ Expect nothing
from the future except the privilege nf being forgottenjhDuring
tfle Revolution he "barely escaped with his life.

The polemics of Chamfort, though still only half-earnest, were
already more aggressive. In his Pensees he says quite openly:
“ The nobility, we are told, is a stage between the king and his

eople. Yes, in the sense in which the dog is a stage between the 
huntsman and the hare.” And again: “ I regard the King of
France only as the king of about a hundred thousand people,
among whom he distributes the sweat, the blood, and the skin of
more than twenty-four millions.” One morning he remarked to
the Due de Lauraguais: “ I have completed a work.” “ What, a
book? ” “ No, no book; I am not such a fool. But I have got the
title of a book, and the title is everything. I have already made a
resent of it to that puritan Sieyes, who can carry it into execution
s he likes. He can write what he will: it is only the title that will
e remembered.” “ Well, and what is this title? ” “ ‘ What is the
hird Estate? Everything. And what does it possess? Nothing.’ ”

In actual fact Sieyes did give this title to the famous pamphlet
which had such a colossal effect — only he added a third clause:
“ What does it demand? To be something,” which in reality weak­
ened its epigrammatic vigour — so that the author proved quite
right, all that was remembered of the pamphlet was its title. A
second catchword of the Revolution, equally lapidary and inspir­
ing: “ War to the palace, peace to the hovel,” had its origin with
Chamfort. But in general, far from being an admirer of the masses
or of public opinion, he said that “ an individual can never be so
contemptible as a corporation,” and again: “ The public! How
many fools must be got together to constitute a public? ” Of the
National Assembly of 1789 he said: “ If you look at the greater
part of the deputies, you get the impression that they have de­
stroyed prejudices only in order to acquire prejudices, like people

„ 270
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At Bamberg on the appointed (jay, Sunday February 14, he met Gregor
Strasser early and they agreed their plan ofaction beforeAvalking over to
the meeting. Hitler drove grandly past, before halting his chauffeur and
offering Goebbels his hand. The young man took it, but the laugh was
on him. Hitler had packed the audience with loyal local officials: he
spoke for four hours about high politics and diplomacy, and Goebbels
thought it prudent, on balance, to keep his mouth shut. He heard Hitler
oppose all thought of dispossessing the princes and landed aristocracy
(they were of course prominent among his backers). ‘For us,’ ruled
Hitler, ‘there are no “princes,” only Germans.’ He forbade all further
discussion of the party program: It had been sanctified by the blood of
she party’s first martyrs.

I am quite stunned [wrote Goebbels the next day]. What kind of
/ Hitler is this? A reactionary? Astonishingly clumsy and unsure of
/ himself. The Russian question—he misses the point entirely. Italy and
I England ‘are our natural allies.’ Awful! ‘Our mission is to smash
I bolshevism. Bolshevism is a Jewish sham! We are to disinherit the
|\ Russians!’ All 180 millions of them!!!

He recorded that Feder, Ley, Streicher, and Esser all nodded approval.
Strasser lost his nerve and spoke only haltingly—‘Good old honest
jStrasser, ach Gott, we are no match at all for these swine-down hotel-4
Goebbels returned to Elberfeld full of doubts,"both about himself and
about Adolf Hitler. Strasser in fact panicked: he circularized all the
gauleiters asking them to return to him for destruction every single copy
of the Goebbels guidelines. Goebbels now had the reputation of a slippery
intriguer, an opportunist. People called him the ‘chap with the tiny, cold,
monkey’s paws.’35 Behind his back at Bamberg Streicher called him
‘dangerous.’36 Learning of this from Fobke, Goebbels fired off a furious
handwritten letter to Streicher: ‘I am informed that you said ... that
nobody knew where I come from or what I am really up to in the
movement.’ What right, he challenged, had Streicher ‘of all people’ to
cast aspersions on him?37 He even wrote to Hitler complaining about
Streicher’s calumny.

But Bamberg had brought a parting of the ways for Goebbels. He was
shifting his loyalty from Strasser to Hitler, though unconsciously and
imperceptibly at first. In the next issue of Letters he emulated Hitler’s
condemnation of the demand by other nationalist organizations for a
boycott of Italy for her oppression of the German community in the
South Tyrol.38

Returning from a trip to East Prussia to Essen, grimy capital of the
Ruhr, he found it decked out in swastika flags for the party rally on
March 6_..Four thousand members filled the concert hall.3’ The delegates
agreed to the proposal that there should be one large Ruhr gau, amal­
gamating the smaller Rhineland and Westphalian gaus, with Pfeffer,
Kaufmann, and Goebbels jointly in command.40 Goebbels bulks larger
in his own diary version of this meeting than in the official minutes,
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which mention him only once—when he read out a bland telegram from
Hitler. ‘The bad,’ said Hitler, ‘must not be allowed to enslave the good.’41
This was a precept that both men were to overlook in the years ahead.

A few days later Hitler flattered Kaufmann, Goebbels, and Lutze with
invitations to speak in Munich. He pressed lavish treatment on the three:
The motor car, that shibboleth of Nazi Germany, played an important
part in this softening-up process, for they found Hitler’s magnificent
Mercedes waiting to drive them to their hotel. According to Otto Strasser
the wealth and power that this vehicle represented clinched it for Goeb-
bels^fficlpr loaned it to them with a~chaufleur to drive them down to'

1 Lake Starnberg for an afternoon. His men had put up posters advertising
Goebbels’ speech (on ‘National Socialism or Communism’) at the
famous Biirgerbrau beerhall. Hitler embraced him before the audience,
amid cheers and tumult, and Goebbels noticed tears in his eyes.42

Over dinner he took in the unfamiliar faces around him—Hitler’s
, ‘decent, calm, friendly, clever, reserved’ private secretary Rudoff Hess;
his meticulous treasurer Franz Xaver Schwarz; his diminutive general
manager Philipp Bouhler. Hitler showed them over the new party HQ at
No. 50 Schelling Strasse, and again talked of Italy and Britain as future
allies and warned of the danger from Russia. On April 9 Hitler signed an
Ausweis (certificate) for the three to run the Ruhr gau until further
notice.43

Goebbels took flowers round to Hitler the next morning and they
talked again about foreign policy. ‘His case is compelling. But I think he
has still not quite sized up the problem of Russia.’ Nonetheless, the two
men were finding each other. ‘I strongly urge you,’ Goebbels wrote to
Gregor Strasser on April 19, ‘to arrange to talk things over with Hitler
as soon as possible.’ That day he and Hitler drove up to Stuttgart to
speak at two meetings and again Hitler flung his arms around him. ‘Adolf
Hitler,’ the young man wrote mushily in his diary back at Elberfeld, ‘I
love you: because you are great and simple at the same time—what we
call a genius.’44

He returned to Munich for the party’s annual general meeting at the
Biirgerbrau on May 21. The minutes show that 657 party members were
present. Goebbels recorded that he was greeted with a ‘storm of joy
and enthusiasm.’ The minutes were less lyrical. They show that Hitler
mentioned him only once in his two-hour statement:

‘I am glad to say that this year has seen several first-class speakers
come to the fore, with our friend Goebbels from Elberfeld out in front
[applause].’45

Goebbels put it more vividly. ‘He publicly lauded me to the skies,’ he
recorded.

the regional headquarters had moved into a suite of five rooms at No. 8
Auerschule Strasse in Elberfeld.46 Goebbels was not happy with his own
position in the gau however. On June 6 the local party officials (Bezirk
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leaders) held a meeting to resolve which of the three should be actual
gauleiter. The choice fell on Kaufmann. Lutze hinted to Goebbels that
Kaufmann had rigged the vote with the help of Koch and Joseph Ter-
boven.47 Disappointed, Goebbels decided to leave the Ruhr. He traveled
to Berlin two days later, ostensibly to speak at Spandau and Neukolln,
in fact to talk things over with Gauleiter Schlange. Several of Schlange’s
men asked Goebbels to take over. He declined, unable to decide between
Munich and Berlin.

for the time being he is still preoccupied with the opposite sex. They
are a welcome distraction from work, a habit rather like the cigarette
smoking which he now finds impossible to give up. On June 10, 1926 he
receives a letter from Else Janke, the first of several Dear-John letters
from her. He asks his diary callously, ‘Has the right moment now come?’48
Dumping this half-Jewess will make way for other less compromising
females and for his own possible transfer to Munich away from the
political intrigues in Elberfeld.

His roving eye appraises every handsome woman regardless of social
or marital standing and indeed why not? He is young and eligible.
‘Opposite me,’ he writes one July day in a Berchtesgaden hotel, ‘sits a
beautiful, beautiful woman.’ He spends three days stalking this gorgeous
brunette—‘she stays demure, and I am a silly ass. I am chasing her like
a schoolboy.’49

That same day, as he is visiting the Obersalzberg for the first time, his
carriage blocks the narrow mountain lane, immobilized by a broken axle.
A blonde country wench is unable to get past until he stands in front of
the horses. ‘Oh what a beauty you are,’ he remarks in his diary. ‘She
laughs out loud and waves to me long after. We write her a little note—
the coachman’s lad takes it back to her—asking her to make a signal on
the morrow.’50 That is the last he hears of her.
r He accepts defeat, aware of his cruel handicap. ‘My foot bothers me a
lot,’ he writes. ‘I can’t stop thinking about it.’ ‘Every woman,’ he writes
helplessly, ‘goes straight to my blood. I chase around like a starving wolf.
But I am bashful as a child.’51

he had all but found his way to Hitler.
Hitler had come north for the first time, spending the third week of

June 1926 in the Ruhr and Rhineland, where he addressed private
audiences at Elberfeld, Bochum, and Ruhr industrialists at Essen. At
Essen he also spoke to two thousand, and met Director Arnold, their
local financial backer. Goebbels studied the Nazi leader closely, seeing
him alternately as a likable human being, as a towering intellect, and as
a wayward, willful character. He studied his talents for gesture, mimicry,
and oratory. ‘A born agitator,’ he concluded. ‘One could conquer the
world with that man.’52 Before leaving the Ruhr on the nineteenth Hitler
finally ruled that Kaufinann should be the sole gauleiter. Goebbels could
ill conceal his chagrin.53
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It encouraged him therefore that at the party’s first annual rally for
three years, held at Weimar on July 3-4,1926, the contingent from Berlin
liked him (the capital had sent four companies of S.A. stormtroopers); it
provided an added impetus that one of the Berliners, Josephine von Behr,
an affectionate girl who had plied him with chocolates in Berlin in
February, was there too.” His own prepared talk on propaganda had
Hitler in stitches.55 Hitler himself talked on politics, ideologies, and
organization. The photographs show Goebbels limping at his side
through Weimar’s cobbled streets, wearing a jacket buttoned just beneath
his tieknot. He claimed that fifteen thousand men were in the march­
past; the party’s history would speak of ten thousand. The pictures
suggest a smaller turn out.

He willingly accepted Hitler’s invitation to the Obersalzberg a few days
after Weimar. Emil Maurice, Hitler’s chauffeur, drove them out to the
idyllic Lake Konigssee; Hess and his girlfriend Ilse came too. Up at his
still modest mountain villa Hitler dilated on Germany’s social and racial
questions; Goebbels fell in love with him all over again and decided that
here was the creator of the Third Reich: ‘Catlike—crafty, clever, skillful,
compassionate; but like a lion too, roaring and larger than life.’56 Infected
by this prolonged exposure to his idol, Goebbels saw in the sky a white
cloud shaped like a swastika; it could only be a portent of his destiny.
‘Now,’ wrote Goebbels, hypnotized, leaving him on July 25, ‘the last
doubts in me have vanished. Germany will live! Heil Hitler!’57

His brain awhirl with these impressions, he is still nursing Hitler’s farewell
bouquet of red roses as he boards the overnight train back to the Rhine­
land. A beautiful woman shares his compartment. She talks engagingly
with him, and they arrange to meet in Dusseldorf on the morrow. He
limps around the city for two hours searching for her, but without luck.

‘God has disposed otherwise,’ he writes afterwards, finding the Divinity
a useful alibi for his own shortcomings.58



S
hould he accept the job as the new gauleiter of Berlin? It was no
sinecure. With around ten thousand supporters the communist
party was aggressively in the ascendant. The N.S.D.A.P.’s Berlin

gau had been founded in February 1925 and had attracted only 137
votes in the municipal elections that October. The present gauleiter had
lost his stomach for the fight. He was however one of the joint backers
of the Strasser brothers’ Kampf Verlag publishing house, which had
begun issuing a proletarian newspaper, the Berliner Arbeiterzeitung, in
March 1926; this sold some three thousand copies each week.1

Unable to contain the snarling militancy of the Berlin S.A. under Kurt
Daluege, Dr Schlange retired on June 20. Deputizing for him, Erich
Schmiedicke called a meeting of the district officers in Gregor Strasser’s
presence and secured a unanimous vote that they should invite Dr
Goebbels to come from the Ruhr to take over. The Berlin political police,
who had agents planted in the Nazi party, recorded prematurely on July
29 that he had been offered the gau but had turned it down.2 Goebbels
wrote to Otto Strasser on August 3 that he was still undecided: ‘Should
I, or should I not? Probably not.’

The rumors of his probable defection from Strasser’s to Hitler’s camp
led to rumbles of discontent. Gregor Strasser, who had set the wheels in
motion to lure him to Berlin, later remarked ruefully in his Franconian
dialect, 'A saublbder Obernarr bin i’ g’wesen! (What a bloody fool I’ve
been). ‘Friend Gregor Strasser is pretty jealous of me,’ observed Goeb­
bels. Lying to his own diary, he denied a few days later that he was selling
out to Hitler. He blamed Karl Kaufmann’s men for starting the ‘legend,’
and the Strasser brothers for giving it wider currency. ‘I’ll teach the lot
of them!’ he added darkly.3

He had already acquired a taste for the rough and tumble of radical
politics. He led a raiding party on a theatre staging an award-winning
but anti-German play by Carl Zuckmayer. Goebbels’ Nazis hurled stink
bombs into the audience and he was disappointed that only five women
swooned.4

In Berlin, the battles would be uglier. Here the ramshackle and imp­
overished local party was in crisis. On August 26 there was a rowdy
gathering of its officials, around 120 people according to the police.
Schmiedicke, standing in as gauleiter, was hooted down by the S.A. The
chief of the Berlin S.S.—the Schutzstaffel, an elite emerging within the
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stormtroopers—shouted that he had just spoken by phone with Hitler in
person and been given full powers, which he promptly used to ‘dismiss’
Schmiedicke.5 The next day Munich formally asked Goebbels to take
over in Berlin, but only as a stop-gap.

He was still in two minds. Playing for time, he sent what he called a
‘semi-refusal’ to Hitler.6

HE spends a weekend at Bayreuth in September 1926. Here he falls
briefly in love with Winifred Wagner’s young and vivacious daughters,
romps around in the hay with the youngest of them (‘the sweetest little
brat’) for an hour and then purples with embarrassment before the
others.7 ‘I often wish I had such a darling German female around,’ he
laments—then remembers young Josephine von Behr in Berlin. The
prospect of seeing her excites him, and he returns there in mid-Sep-
tember.8

In Berlin he spends an evening alone with Dr Schlange and Sch­
miedicke. Both men plead with him to take over.’ In two minds still, he
visits the party’s primitive HQ at No. 189 Potsdamer Strasse. It is housed
in a gloomy downstairs room at the rear—a windowless vault lit only by
a naked bulb, he will later report, in which Schmiedicke sits hunched
over his cash ledger struggling to make ends meet.10 A cloud of stale air
and tobacco smoke hits him as he goes in. Newspapers are stacked
around the walls. Out of work party members are loitering around—
there are 270,000 unemployed in Berlin alone—chain-smoking and tittle-
tattling. They called if rhe‘opium den?

He is glad to get out to Potsdam with Josephine that evening. They
reverently tread the same sod as Frederick the Great and stroll around
Sanssouci park. Goebbels wants to hold her hand, but lacks the courage
to try.11

The affair with Else is over. They meet one Sunday in Cologne and
trade insults, and she writes him another farewell letter. Goebbels sends
his sister Maria over to fetch her on Monday morning for one final scene.
With tear-streaked face, Else accompanies him in the drizzle to the train.
For some reason Goebbels dramatizes their final parting in his diary:

‘The train draws away. Else turns around and weeps. I close the
window. Rain is falling on the coach roof. I have gone out of her life.
My heart is broken.’12

amplifying Goebbels’ own unpublished diaries, the Nazi party’s
archives acquired a file of vivid monthly resumes on the Berlin gau written
by a young activist called Reinhold Muchow, who had joined aged twenty
in December 1925.13 These reports show the methods to which the party
resorted, including a barrage of defamatory propaganda, ceaseless rowdy
demonstrations, mindless provocations, and violence for its own sake.
The party already had three ‘martyrs’ in Berlin—Willi Dreyer killed in
1924, Werner Doelle in 1925, and now on September 26, 1926 the forty-
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four year old Harry Anderssen, murdered by a communist gang in
Kreuzberg.14 It was a tragedy for the Berlin gau, recorded Muchow in
October 1926, that it had never had a real leader. Dr Schlange had made
no headway against the internal bickering. Schmiedicke proved even less
capable. The opposition—Kurt Daluege and the S.A.—had put forward
their own candidate as gauleiter, Oskar Hauenstein. Every top-level
meeting ended with a row.15

Goebbels began feeling his way into Berlin. October 9 found him
speaking at the party’s Mark Brandenburg Freedom Rally, a torchlight
parade just outside the city in Potsdam. The police file shows that he
called for the destruction of the present state. The Berliners roared
approval. ‘You yourself will have noticed,’ wrote Schmiedicke encour­
agingly, ‘how very keenly every member of the party in Berlin wants you
as their leader.’16 His mind already made up, Goebbels told him that the
stumbling block was financial: if the terms were right he would accept
the job.17 Schmiedicke bowed to his demands.18

While Goebbels even now delayed announcing his decision, the
infighting in Berlin increased. Schmiedicke had to reassure officials that
Goebbels’ salary would be paid by Munich, not Berlin. There were ugly
scenes, with Hauenstein thumping Ono Strasser, and Strasser chal­
lenging somebody else to a duel. Finally Goebbels took the milestone
decision to accept Berlin’s offer. Back in Elberfeld on October 17 he
broke the news to Lutze and Kaufmann, and noted in his diary, ‘Off to
Berlin at last on November 1. Berlin is the focal point,’ he reasoned, ‘for
us too.’19 'Fhe-fhrmal-appninrment was dated. October 26, and was
announced in the Vblkischer Beobachter two days later. OnNovember 1
the MS. Letters published his farewell to the Ruhr. ‘And now,’ he wrote,
‘it’s full steam ahead into the great asphalt jungle Berlin.’

HE who held Berlin held Germany. Hitler gave him authority to rule the
gau with an iron fist. ‘November 5,’ recorded Goebbels. ‘Hitler. Munich.
Signs my terms.’20

The Reich capital was like no other city in Europe—over-populated,
throbbing with life twenty-four hours a day. It was an international
hodgepodge of races, the collision point of western and eastern cultures.
This sprawling heap of bricks and stone was divided into twenty boroughs
of varying size and wealth, from Zehlendorf, with 470,000 inhabitants,
to the proletarian slum Kreuzberg with 370,000. Politically the city was
a red stronghold and Ggebbels would find only a few hundred paid-up
Nazis therein the whole Reich there were still only forty-nine thousand.
7iFffiFKlarcl?T925~presidential election 308,591 Berliners had votedlor
the communisi-fK.P.Dj candidate Ernst ‘Teddy’ Thalmann. In the
municipal election that October, 52-2 percent had voted for the marxist
parties, the K.P.D. increasing its vote to 347,382. Its front organizations
like the Red League of Combat Veterans (Frontkampferbund) and the
Central Office of Red Aid (Zentralstelle der Roten Hilfe) were funded
by the Soviet embassy and trade mission.
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him hurrying straight from the Anhalt station to a packed public
meeting. The truth was more prosaic. The Berlin gau was penniless
and in disarray. He made his first public speech at a memorial
ceremony organized on the ninth, the anniversary of Hitler’s failed
Munich putsch, by the party’s Women’s Order (Frauenorden) in the
Veterans’ Building (Kriegervereinshaus) in Chaussee-Strasse. When
Otto Strasser expressed irritation that Goebbels had arrived late, and
had squandered money on a taxi, the new gauleiter replied: ‘On the
contrary. I would have arrived in two taxis if I could have. The people
must see that our firm is up and running.’ In his speech he expressed
admiration for the men who had gunned down the Jewish politician
Dr Walther Rathenau four years earlier. (For this remark he was later
summoned to police HQ; but the resulting prosecution was sub­
sequently abandoned.)37

On the same day he issued the famous Circular No. 1 to all gau officials,
which began, ‘As of today I am taking over the Berlin-Brandenburg gau
as gauleiter.’ Addressing the unappetizing conditions at the ‘opium den’
in Potsdamer Strasse, he decreed that gau HQ was neither a flop-house
nor a waiting room; in future party members would need an appointment
to speak with him. His circular displayed both realism and clever psy­
chology. While appointing the troublesome and ambitious S.A. com­
mander Kurt Daluege—who was twenty-nine—as his deputy, he
simultaneously downgraded the former Greater Berlin gau to the rank of
Ortsgruppe, or local, and downgraded the present locals to sections.38
This made for a tighter ship and fewer illusions. Defining the role of the
militant S.A. he wrote: ‘S.A. and S.S. are the instruments whereby we
shall attain power,’ and he ruled that neither was to appear in public
without his prior consent. He ended the circular with the promise: ‘Adolf
Hitler will visit the gau as soon as we have become a united force and
one to be reckoned with.’39

The Strasser brothers were aghast at Goebbels’ arrival in ‘their’ capital.
But over the coming months he forced a level of activity that Berlin had
not seen before; he founded a Nazi speakers’ school, he developed a
constant, intrusive, drum-beating propaganda campaign, and he pro­
voked clashes with the communists that hit Berlin’s newspaper headlines
time and again. On Sunday November 1 he led a deliberately provocative
propaganda march through the working-class suburb of Neukdlln which
aroused both fury and consternation among the local communists; the
newspapers reported that in the ensuing disorders use was made of
‘missiles, knuckle-dusters, clubs, and even pistols.”0 Cutting out the dead
wood, he threw out half of the gau’s members. To secure its finances he
founded jin elitist Freedom League of three or four hundred Berliners
fdgdgcd to contribute ten percent of their income in return for promises
of laterTewarbs.J1 His'hrst imperative was to finance new premises for
the gau in the city center; his second to fund a marching band of forty
or fifty musicians with a full-time instructor; his third to purchase motor
transport. At the end of December Goebbels moved into new offices at
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I No. 44 Liitzow Strasse, four office rooms with all mod cons and two
telephone lines.

I His tactical object was to capture the communists’ pawns, the unem-
I ployedhordes of Berlin. Typical of his S.A. footsoldiers was the young' '
1 law student Horst Wessel, whose handwritten diary we now have. Aged

just nineteen, he had joined the party that autumn. ‘How I came to the
I National Socialists?’ he asked. ‘Out of disillusion really. My nationalist
I radicalism, or rather my radical nationalism had not found a home. But

the Nazis, as they were already called, were radical—radical in every
respect.’ Wessel had been a member of the Bismarck and then Viking

■ League since 1922, organizations which had just played soldiers. Goeb­
bels’ gau was, he soon found, different. The new gauleiter put the accent
on socialism. ‘The right-wing parties spurned us for our socialist slant,’
wrote Wessel, ‘and they weren’t all that wrong, because National Social­
ists had more in common with the [communist] R.F.B. [Rote
Frontkampferbund] than with the [right-wing] Stahlhelm.’42

During December Goebbels reorganized Berlin’s S.A. into three regi­
ments (Standarten). He tightened discipline, banning smoking and drink­
ing on duty. On November 20 he met district leaders (Kreisleiter) and
laid down guidelines for the future. Later that month he spoke in the
Veterans’ Building on ‘Germany, Colony or State?’ Scores of new
members joined that same evening. Two weeks later eighteen hundred
people crowded in to hear him speak on ‘The Road to Power.’ A breathless
unanimity replaced the brawling and bickering of previous gau meet­
ings.43

Horst Wessel was one of those dedicated to the party. ‘No sacrifice in
time or money,’ he would write, ‘no danger of arrest or violence could
scare me off.... The Sturmabteilungen, the S.A., were the stewards, the
movement’s fist against the police and the marxists. The structure itself
was copied from the communists—sections instead of locals, the cell­
system; our press advertising and propaganda clearly betrayed their
[communist] inspiration. The vitality of this new movement was vast,
best demonstrated by the defections to us from the marxist camp.’
Goebbels created an atmosphere of constant activity. ‘To Dr Gobbels
[sic] alone,’ wrote Wessel, ‘goes the credit for having impinged the move­
ment so rapidly on the Berlin public’s consciousness. The man had
extraordinary talents for oratory and organization. There was nothing he
couldn’t turn his hand to. The members were devoted to him. The S.A.
would have let itself be torn to pieces for him. Gobbels was like Hitler
himself.... He took care of the injured—he really was a first-class leader,
a leader with class.’44

At first the ‘Judenpresse’ ignored Goebbels. Denied the oxygen of
publicity, he forced violent confrontations with the communists. After an
initial blooding in Spandau on January 25, when two hundred of them
infiltrated a meeting intending to disrupt his speech, Goebbels’ ‘troops’
fought three battles, at Cottbus, in Berlin’s sleazy Pharus Rooms, and at
suburban Lichterfelde.
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policy and future alliances. His position was wholly opposed to that of the
WorkingCommunity .Alliances were never ideal, he said, but always ‘purely_
a matter of political business'. Britain and Italy, both distancing themselves
from Germany’s arch-enemy France, offered the best potential. Any thought
of an alliance with Russia could be ruled out. It would mean ‘the immediate
political bolshevization of Germany’, and with it ‘national suicide’. Ger­
many’s future could be secured solely by acquiring land, by eastern coloniz­
ation as in the Middle Ages, by a colonial policy not overseas but in Europe.
On the question of the expropriation of the princes, Hitler again ruled out
the position of the Working Community. ‘For us there are today no princes,
only Germans,’ he declared. ‘We stand on the basis of the law, and will
not give a Jewish system of exploitation a legal pretext for the complete
plundering of our people.’ Such a rhetorical slant could not conceal the
outright rejection of the views of the northern leaders. Finally, Hitler repeated
his insistence that religious problems had no part to play in the National
Socialist Movement.100

Goebbels was appalled.

I feel devastated. What sort of Hitler? A reactionary? Amazingly clumsy and
uncertain. Russian question: completely by the way. Italy and England natural allies.
Terrible! Our task is the smashing of Bolshevism. Bolshevism is a Jewish creation!
We must be Russia’s heir! 180 Millions! Expropriation of the princes! Law is law.
Also for the princes. Don’t shake the question of private property! (sic!)101 Dreadful!
Programme is sufficient! Content with it. Feder nods. Ley nods.102 Streicher nods.
Esser nods. I’m sick at heart when I see you in such company!!! Short discussion.)
Strasser speaks. Hesitant, trembling, clumsy, the good, honest Strasser. God, how
poor a match we are for those swine down there! . . . Probably one of the greatest]
disappointments of my life. I no longer believe fully in Hitler. That’s the rerribld
thing: my inner support has been taken away.102

The potential threat from the Working Community had evaporated.
Hitler had reasserted his authority. Despite some initial signs of defiance,
the fate of the Community had been sealed at Bamberg. Gregor Strasser
promised Hitler to collect all copies of the draft programme he had distrib­
uted, and wrote to members of the Community on 5 March asking for them
to be returned. The Community now petered out into non-existence. On
1 July 1916, Hitler signed a directive stating that ‘since the NSDAP rep­
resents a large working community, there is no justification for smaller
working communities as a combination of individual Gaue’.'os By that time,
Strasser’s Working Community of northern and western Gauleiter was
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finished. With it went the last obstacle to the complete establishment of

Hitler’s supreme mastery over the party.
Hitler was shrewd enough to be generous after his Bamberg triumph. He

voiced no objection to the creation in March of a greatly enlarged Gau in the
Ruhr under the combined leadership of the Working Community members
Goebbels, Karl Kaufmann (an energetic activist in his mid-twenties, later
Gauleiter of Hamburg, who had cut his teeth through organizing sabotage
in the French-occupied Ruhr), and Franz Pfeffer von Salomon (Gauleiter of
Westphalia, a former army officer who had subsequently joined theFreikorps,
participated in the Kapp Putsch, and been active in opposition to the French
in the Ruhr).106 He paid Gregor Strasser, recovering from a car accident, a
surprise visit at his Landshut home. Following discussions with Strasser, he
excluded Esser from the Reich Leadership of the NSDAP in April.107 And
by September, Strasser had himself been called to the Reich Leadership as
Propaganda Leader of the party, while Franz Pfeffer von Salomon was
appointed head of the SA.108 Most important of all, the impressionable
Goebbels was openly courted by Hitler and completely won over.

If To bring about what has often been called Goebbels’s ‘Damascus’ in fact
took little doing.109 Goebbels had idolized Hitler from the beginning. ‘Who
is this man? Half plebian, half God! Actually Christ, or only John [the
Baptist]?’ he had written in his diary in Octobeyjja^ on finishing reading
rhe first volume of Mein Kampf."0 ‘This man has everything to be a king.

. The born tribune of the people. The coming dictator,’ he added a few weeks
later. ‘How I love him.”1' Like others in the Working Community, he had

I wanted only to liberate Hitler from the clutches of the Esser clique.112
/ / Bamberg was a bitter blow. But his belief in Hitler was dented, not destroyed.
II It needed only a sign from Hitler to restore it. And the sign was not long in

» coming.
| In mid-March Goebbels made his peace with Streicher after a long talk

in Nuremberg."3 At the end of the month he received a letter from Hitler
inviting him to speak in Munich on 8 April."'’ Hitler’s car was there to meet
him at the station in Munich to take him to his hotel. ‘What a noble
reception,’ noted Goebbels in his diary."3 Hitler’s car was again provided
the next day to take Goebbels to visit Lake Starnberg, a few miles outside

| Munich. In the evening after Goebbels’s speech in the Biirgerbraukeller, in
I which he evidently retreated from his more radical version of socialism,

Hitler embraced him, tears in his eyes. His north German colleagues,
Kaufmann and Pfeffer, were less impressed. Disappointed at his sudden

I reversal of the opposition to Munich he had up to then so vehemently
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advocated, they told Goebbels his speech was ‘rubbish’."6 The next morning
Goebbels was taken to party headquarters. He, Kaufmann, and Pfeffer were
summoned to Hitler’s room. There they were subjected to a dressing-down
for their parts in the Working Community and Gau Ruhr. But Hitler
promptly offered to wipe the slate clean. ‘At the end unity follows,’ wrote
Goebbels. ‘Hitler is great. He gives us all a warm handshake.’ In the afternoon
Hitler spent three hours going over the same ground he had covered at
Bamberg. Then, Goebbels had been sorely disappointed. Now, he thought
it was ‘brilliant’. ‘I love him ... He has thought through everything,’
Goebbels continued. ‘He’s a man, taking it all round. Such a sparkling mind
can be my leader. I bow to the greater one, the political genius.’"7 Goebbels’s
conversion was complete. A few days later, he met Hitler again, this time
in Stuttgart. ‘1 believe he has taken me to his heart like no one else,’ he
wrote. ‘Adolf Hitler, I love you because you are both great and simple at
the same time. What one calls a genius.’"8 Towards the end of the year,
Hitler appointed Goebbels as Gauleiter of Berlin - a key position if the
party were to advance in the capital."’ Goebbels was Hitler’s man. He
would remain so, adoring and subservient alike to the man he said he loved
‘like a father’, down to the last days in the bunker.120

The Bamberg meeting had been a milestone in the development of the
NSDAP. The Working Community had neither wanted nor attempted a
rebellion against Hitler’s leadership. But once Strasser had composed his
draft programme, a clash was inevitable. Was the party toTe*7uEa^iiMU*d
to a P.ro.prqrnrn'1i-Qr—m-irs-lcader.,? ‘Vhe Tiambergmeeting decided what I
National Socialism was to mean. It was not to _m£axi—a_as|
the in^i9z4, over pomts~~cf~dogina2_ 1 Ke|
Twenty-Five-PoTnt Programme oH^z^va^Rerefor^egarded as sufficient]
‘It stays as it is,’ Hitler was reported as saying. “Th^NevvJ^jjmggjjy^djJ

nf ronrradictiruis--hwHJw-hasftT preventecftRespread of Christianity,
Its symbolic significance, not any practical 'feasimRty^va^wRat mattered.
Any more precise policy statement would not merely have produced continu­
ing inner dissension. It would have bound Hitler himself to the programme,
subordinated him to abstract tenets of doctrine that were open to dispute
and alteration. As it was, his position as leader over the movement was now
inviolable.

At Bamberg, too, an important ideological issue - the anti-Russian thrust
of foreign policy - had been reaffirmed. The alternative approach of rhe
northern group had been rejected. The ‘idea’ and the Leader were coming
to be inseparable. But the ‘idea’ amounted to a set of distant goals, a mission

to_a_P.ro
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78 hitler i889-1936for the future. The only way to it was through the attainment of power. j
For that, maximum flexibility was needed. No ideological or organizational I

disputes should in future be allowed to divert from the path. Fanatical
willpower, converted into organized mass force, was what was required.
That demanded freedom of action for the leader; and total obedience from j
the following. What emerged in the aftermath of Bamberg was, therefore, ■'
the growth of a new type of political organization: one subjected to the will
of the Leader, who stood over and above the party, the embodiment in his

own person of the ‘idea’ of National Socialism.122
By the time of the General Members’ Meeting on zz May, attended by 657

party members,121 Hitler’s leadership had emerged inordinately strengthened.
He frankly admitted that he attributed no value to the meeting, which had
been called simply to meet the legal requirements of a public association.
The forthcoming Party Rally in Weimar - the opportunity for a visual
display of the new-found unity - was what counted in his eyes.124 Following
his ‘report’ on the party’s activities since its refoundation, Hitler was unani­
mously ‘re-elected’ as party chairman.125 The party administration remained
in the hands of those close to Hitler.126 A few amendments were made to
the party statutes. Altered five times since 19ZO, these were now couched in
their finalized form. They assured Hitler of the control of the party machine.
The appointment of his most important subordinates, the Gauleiter, was in
his hands. In effect, the statutes reflected the leader party which the N S D A P
had become.12’ In the light of the conflict with the Working Community
over a new programme, not least significant was the reaffirmation of the
Twenty-Five Points of Z4 February 19ZO. ‘This Programme is immutable,’

the statutes unambiguously declared.128
A few weeks later, the Party Rally held at Weimar - where Hitler was

permitted to speak in public - on 3-4julv igz6 provided tKe intended sh(JW‘
ol unity behind the leader. The rallywas intended as ‘a great display of the
youthful strength of our movement’. What was expected was ‘an image
of disciplined force . . . visible proof of the regained inner health of the
wnovement’. The events of 19Z4 were held up as a warning. All potential for
(discord was to be avoided. Matters of substance were referred to special 1
(commissions. Discussion was to be kept to a minimum. The chairman of
( each commission was to be held personally responsible for any resolutions,
I which were then subject to Hitler’s own veto.12’ Otherwise, the rally consisted
*_of speeches^jjiuaL_aild marching. An gstimated 7-8,000, including 3,600' I
_stormtroopgfs_apd ir(^S_men, attended.110 It was the first time that th?"'

Schutzstaffel (SS, Protection Squad), founded in April 19Z5 and arising
~ ’ 1 1 .......... ” I Ilin 1
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MASTERY OVER THE MOVEMENT z79

initially out of Hitler’s personal bodyguard, the StoEtrupp Adolf Hitler
(Adolf Hitler Assault Squad), had been on public display.131 Also on display
for the first time, and handed to the SS as a sign of Hitler’s approbation of
his new elite organization, was the ‘Blood Flag’ of ig^^which had led
the’procession t0 Feldherrnhalle. Every^tormtroope^resent swore a
personal oath of loyalty to Hitler.132 The party leader received a rapturous
reception from delegates after his speech.133 ‘Deep and mystical. Almost like
a gospel . . . I thank fare- that it gave us this man,’ wrote Goebbels.13,1

The Nazi Party was still far smaller than it had been at the time of the
putsch.133 In the overall framework of national politics, it was wholly
insignificant. To outside observers, its prospects seemed bleak. But internally,
the crisis period was over. Though small, the party was better organized as
well as geographically more widespread than the pre-putsch party had been. 1
Its image of unity and strength was beginning to persuade other volkisch I
organizations to throw in their lot with the NSDAP.136 Above all, it was/
turning into^ajtew^t^ge^af^olitica^organization^^eade^Part^. Hitler!
had established rhe basis of his mastery over the movement. In the next
years, while still in the political wilderness, that mastery would becomeV
complete.

Ill

Few people saw Hitler on a regular basis in these years. Only his substitute
family - the trusted and devotedly loyal group of Munich cronies who
formed his coterie of bodyguards, chauffeurs, and secretaries - were in
constant touch with him. Some, like Julius Schaub (his general factotum)
and Rudolf HeE (his secretary), had served in Landsberg with Hitler for
their part in the putsch. This ‘houseguard’ escorted him, protected him,
shielded him from the increasing numbers wanting an audience. Getting to
see Hitler was difficult.137 Those running party business in Munich often
had to wait for days before they could sort out some matter with him. For
leading figures in the movement, too, he could prove inaccessible for weeks
at a time.138 Even on public occasions he was largely unapproachable. Before
a speech, he would remain closeted in his room. Only once the hall was I
reported as full would he set out. Afterwards, when away from Munich, he
would immediately return to his hotel. Journalists might be permitted to
see him for a few minutes, if an interview had been prearranged. But scarcely
anyone else was allowed an audience.139
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and 19x9, Hitler was preoccupied with impact and impression.
was also selected to match the occasion: the light-brown uniform with
swastika armband, belt, attached diagonal strap crossing over the right
shoulder, and knee-high leather boots when among the faithful at big party
meetings and rallies; dark suit, white shirt, and tie, when appropriate to
conveying a less martial, more ‘respectable’, appearance to a wider audience.

But the acting was not confined to such occasions. Those who came into
contact with Hitler, while retaining a critical distance from him, were
convinced that he was acting much of the time. He could play the parts as
required. ‘He was a kindly conversationalist kissing the hands of ladies, a
friendly uncle giving chocolate to children, a simple man of the people shaking
the calloused hands of peasants and workers.’'^^jj^Leopld be the model of

- - - -1 , n < mTriHiT, Tmblic to someone he was privateiy'castiga11 c ri dmi? |
__ ^Ia^ctm^andnyp3??TsyTiT7iottnearrtlTa7T77vaTsoTe!^cyniMl'
manipulator, that he did not believe in the central tenets of his ‘world­
view’. This fervent belief, coupled with the strength of his domineering

- - ■ ■ z___

distance he deliberately placed between himself and even mgn-raiiKmg
members of his movement was calculated to emphasize the sense of awe
and admiration in those admitted to his presence, or encountering him at a
theatrically staged mass meeting or rally. At the same time, it enhanced the
enigmatic in him. Even those who knew him found it hard to dissect and
understand his personality.141 Hitler was happy to encourage the sense of
mystery and fascination. ' **

”' Hi! Was above all a'consummate actor. This certainly applied to the
stage-managed occasions - the delayed entry to the packed hall, the careful
construction of his speeches, the choice of colourful phrases, the gestures
and body-language.142 Here, his natural rhetorical talent was harnessed to

Swell-honed performing skills. A pause at the beginning to allowthe tension
/ to mount; a low-key, even hesitant, start; undulations and variations of

diction, not melodious certainly, but vivid and highly expressive; almost
staccato bursts of sentences, followed by well-timed rallentando to expose

1 the emphasis of a key point; theatrical use of the hands as the speech rose
in crescendo; sarcastic wit aimed at opponents: all were devices carefully
nurtured to maximize effect. As in the meticulous attention to detail in the
preparations for the party rallies Sr Weimar in 1926 and Nuremberg in 1967

:_j and imoression. blis clotfling
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personality, carried conviction among those drawn to his message. But for
one perceptive and critical observer, the one-time Gauleiter of Hamburg,
Albert Krebs, Hitler’s ability to sway the masses rested essentially on a ‘very
conscious art’ of manipulation - cool calculation, ‘without inner sympathy
and truthfulness’.144 Krebs summed up: ‘The art of the mask and dissimu­
lation should not be forgotten. It made it so difficult to grasp the core of
Hitler’s being.’145

The irresistible fascination that many - not a few of them cultured,
educated, and intelligent - found in his extraordinary personality-traits
doubtless owed much to his ability to play parts.146 As many attested, he
could be charming - particularly to women - and was often witty and
amusing. Much of the time it was show, put on for effect. The same could
be true of his rages and outbursts of apparently uncontrollable anger, which
were in reality often contrived. The firm handshake and ‘manly’ eye-to-eye
contact which Hitler cultivated on occasions when he had to meet ordinary
party members was, for the awestruck lowly activist, a moment never to be
forgotten. For Hitler, it was merely acting; it meant no more than the
reinforcement of the personality cult, the cement of the movement, the
bonding force between Leader and followers. In reality, Hitler showed
remarkably little human interest in his followers.147 Even one of his leading
supporters accused him of ‘contempt for mankind’ (Menschenuerachtung)
in 1928.148 His egocentrism was of monumental proportions. The propaganda
image of ’fatherliness’ concealed inner emptiness. Other individuals were
of interest to him only in so far as they were useful.

Hitler’s ‘coffee-house tirades, his restlessness, his resentments against
possible rivals in the party leadership, his distaste for systematic work, his
paranoid oubursts of hatred’ were seen by Putzi Hanfstaengl as a sign of
sexual deficiency.14’This was no more than guesswork. But Hitler’s relations
with women were indeed odd in some ways. Why this was so can only be
surmised. Yet here, too, he was often acting out a role. On one occasion,
he took advantage of Putzi Hanfstaengl’s brief absence from the room to
fall on his knees in front of Helene Hanfstaengl, describing himself as her
slave and bemoaning the fate that had led him to her too late. When Helene
told him of the incident, Putzi put it down to Hitler’s need to play the role
of the languishing troubadour from time to time.150

In physical appearance, Hitler was little changed from the time before
the putsch. Away from the speaker’s podium he looked anything but impress­
ive.151 His face had hardened.152 But, as he told Hanfstaengl would be the
case, he soon lost the weight he had put on in Landsberg once he started
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LESSON XXXIII.
MOON.

Question. What Is the moon 1 . -
Answer. The moon is o 'secondary planet, revolving

around the earth. •
Q. Is the moon larger or smaller than the earth 1
A. -It is 49 times less than the earth.
Q. What is the diameter of the moon 1
A. 2,180 miles,
Q. What is the apeoific gravity of the moon?*
A, It is 3J times the weight of water, (3,37.)
Q. What is its mean distance from-the earth
A. Two hundred and forty thousand miles.
Q. Jn what time does the moon revolve arotnid the earth ?
A, In about 274 days, (27d. 7A. 43m. lls.5.)
Q. In what time, does tho moon revolve upon its axis 7 ~
A. In about 274 days, or in the same time that it

revolves around the earth.
Q, What is the result of the moon’s revolving upon its axis and

around the earth in the same time 1
A. The same side of the moon is always presented

to the earth.
Q. Have we ever seen the opposite side of the moon 7
A. We have not.
Q. What causes the moon always to present the same side to the

earth 1
A. It is supposed that one side of the moon is more

dense titan the other, consequently the centre of gravity
is not in the centre of the mbon.

Q. What is a lunation, dr lunar month 1
A. It is the time from one new moon to another.
Q. What is the length of a lunation 7 '
A. About 294 days. (29d. 12A. 44m.)
Q. Why is ~a' lunation longer than the time it takes the moon to

revolve around the earth 7
. A. Because the earth is revolving around the sun at •
the same time. (Fig. 3. See Note 1.)

LESSON XXXIV.
, Q. What is the length of the days or nights at tho moon 7 _
A. About 15 of our days. (Note 4.)
Q. Which way does the moon revolve around the earth 7
A. From west to east.
Q. If the moon revolves from west to east, what causes it to rise in

the east 7
A. It is caused by the earth’s revolving on its axis the

same way, (Note 2.)
Q Does the'mooiurise the same hour every evening?
A. It rises about 50 minutes later every day.
Q. What is thejpausc of its rising 50 minutes later every day 7

. A. It is caused by the moon’s revolving around the
earth from west to east, ..

Q, What causes the phases of the moon, from how moon to now
moon again 7 . ..

A They are caused by the moon’s revolving around
the earth. (See Diagram, .Note 3.)

Q. When is it new moon 7
A. When the moon is between the earth and sun,

and the dark side is presented to us. (Fig. 1.’

MOON.—Continued,
Q. When Is it full mooi£7 . . .
A. When the mooji is upon the opposite side of the •

earth from the sun,\and the illuminated side is pre­
sented td us. (Fig. l.J

Q, How much greater is the light of the sun than the -full moon 7
A. 300,000 times greater.

■ Q. When are the sun and moon in quadrature?
A. When they are ninety degrees distant, from each '

other. (Fig. 1.)
Q. How much of the illuminated side of the moon is visible.to us

when it is in quadrature 7.
A. One-half. (Fig. 1.)
Q. How much larger is Jio sun than the moon 7
A. 70 millions of times greater. > ■
Q. Why does the moon appear as large os the sun 7
A. Because it is four hundred times nearer to us

than the sun. (See Fig. 4.) . .

Note 1. Fig. 8.—The moon revolves around the earth in about 274
days, but from one new moon to another it is about 29J days; this dip-' .
ference is caused by the earth's revolving around the sun at the same
time that the moon is revolving around the earth. This will appear
plain' by examining Fig. 8, on the opposite page. If we suppose the '
moon to be in conjunction or new moon, while the moon is revolving
around the earth, the earth moves through nearly one.twelfih part of its
orbit, and when the moon arrives at A, it will have made a complete
revolution around the earth ; but the moon will not be in conjunction,
or between the earth and sun, uutil it has moved the distance from
A to B—hence it will be seen that from one new moon to another the
moon has to make more than one complete revolution around tho earth.

Note 2.—That the moon revolves around, the earth from west to ;
east, from oue new moon to another in about 29J days, there ft ../?
not the'least doubt ; and it will appear perfectly plain if we consider' 9

■ that the . earth is revolving on its axis the same way, or from west to S
east; the earth revolves on its axis in 24 hours, whereas the moon is ; 5
29J days in revolving around the earth; consequently the moon only/ i
moves from west to east in 24 hours, as much' as the earth turns,
on its axis in 50 minutes, which makes the moon rise as much latei-t S
every evening. If the earth did not revolve upon its axis, them the*/ S
moon would rise in the west, and after being above the horizon for \ -
nearly 15 days, would, set in the east, and would 'be below the horizon* * *
for the same length of time, when it would rise again in the west.

. . PHASES OF THE MOON,
Notes, Fig. 1.—By phases of the moon is meant the various ap.

pearances which the moon presents from new to full moon, and from
full thpon to new moon again. As the moon' is a dark body of itself,
there is only one-half of its surface illuminated by the sun; At new ■
moon, wfagn_ the moon is between the earth and sun; that side of
the moon upon which the sub shines, is towards the sun, and the dark
side is presented toOho earth ; consequently we do not see any portion
of the illuminated side of the moon at new moon, see Fig. l y but as
the moon passes around from west to east,'it brings the' illuminated
side of tho moon more and more to our view at' the first quarter we
can see one-half of the illuminated surface, and when the-moon arrives
at full, moon, wje/can see tho whole of the illuminated surface, as the
earth is then between tho sun and moon. From full moon .to new
moon again, the illuminated surface disappears in the same manner as
it appeared., ■* '

LENGTH OF,THE PAYS AND NIGHTS AT THE MOON.
Note 4. As tho moofii revolves on Its axis only once in its revolution

around, the-.earth, it continually presents the same side-to the earth,
and there tyould be, consequently, only one day and night in each revo­
lution of (Jm moon around tho earth, or the day and night would each be
nearly fifteen day* long. '



1894—jEdmund bom. Died 1900.

7.

pt­

flat in Lembach.

1895. Alois retires age 58. 40 years of service.

’■''Alois Jr. leaves Hafeld after fight with Alois, (over bee-keeping)16.

/ 1896. We have been married for eleven years. No need to call me uncle.
'onceives Paula that night)

fiC 1903. Alois’s death. His income was 1000 florins. 6 times the income of a lower
Austrian day laborer (which he compares himself to.)

14. 1897-1899.

1895—April. Moved to Hafeld.

1893. Alois almost beats jldolf to death, or so he fears.

1894. AH. loves his ?c -he* A Angela and Alois Jr. to school all day.

^5. 1894.

1895. Two three-tier hives made by Alois from poplar.

^4 hafeld purchase. The farm is called Weis. Pd. 5 to 6,000 guilder. <12^)00?

1897Sold Hafeld in spring to Dr. Conrad Retta von Changed
name eleven times in 20 years. In 1938

17. 1897. Selling house in Hafeld.—Giving up of bee-keeping almost as ^eat a loss
as retiring.

18. 1898.' After the fight, Alois Jr. is disinherited. Adolf is near paralyzed by the
extent of his fathers

12. 1901. Dec. Letter to former G

13. 1897. Moved to Lambach in July at the Schmied muhle-Iifflr^r^vttt?) then to a
flat in center of Lambach. Lived there 18mos. J



18. 18^xzAfter the fight, Alois, Jr. is disinherited. Adolf is near-paralyzed by the

extent of his father's fury. Alois half-enjoys bee-stings—KJara taking them out—feels 

like the nearest he's ever been to/fmother. Sees it as a cure for arthritis. Note: the fight 

with Alois, Jr.: part of it is his tormenting Adolf because Klara always takes his side.

1895 May. Adolf enters one-room village school of Fischlhaus. Soon knows that 

he is the brightest. Hears and learns what pupils of the second, third and fourth grades are

learning.

grade school in Lamb^M// AH joins Benedictine boys'20. 1897 Move to fam

choir school. what songs could Alois sing? CK in EC. (solemn splendor of church 

festivals and Mass. (nHtfhfrhhfO; Jilt?)-AH "wonderfully exercising man's natural need 

Sunday Mass. Alois only on [cannot get] since Attg-95-~

for the supernatural. Blessed music, solemn rites, incense. [Believes here in God?]

Thinks of becoming a priest. Whispers it to his mother who warns him Klara goes to

21. 1898 (end of) Family moves to Leonding south of Linz. Alois buys a small house

for 7700 kronen next to the cemetery.

22. 1904 the confirmation ceremony. More to follow.



. 1896/Paula bom. Five children in house. Tensions with Alois, Jr. and fight. Tough

for Adolf afterward: Alois, Sr: "I have wasted time and sacrifice on the older son. That

had better not be you."

Alois Jr.'s future—told by DT?

Adolfs room—see Goebbels' account

16) 1896 p. 74 Early Years—Alois jeers at his father

27. 1887 Beatings of Adolf begin. The emotional sweets of this for Adi

28. p. 64A

29. 1898 Paula gives signs ofbeing a little simple. Paula [Klara, you mean?] feels the

family curse again.

30. 18-97 p.52A typings Adi beaten badly. DT comment.

.1895 With Alois working in Linz and Klara in Passau, the family lives apart from 

the father for 12 months



\2.C\R9§/' Hafeld Alois's experience at fanning is 44 years in the past. [CK] Alois, Jr

lents on this.

1898 Move to Leonding (south of Linz) House bought for 7700 kronen.33.

1897 "the abbot ruled his writ with all the authority of an earthly king." "It seemed34.

to me perfectly natural to regard the abbot as the highest and most desirable ideal, just as

his father regarded the village priest as his ideal." Mein Kampf—dtra4-(riiss a p&wer/trijx

Another abbot, Theodoric van Hage and his Hakenkreuz (swastika, see p. 55A)

1896 The discovery that his land is not good comes in the months after buying the

farm and contributes to Alois Jr and Sr's fights. It eats at Alois that he as a peasant got

taken. (One of his strengths with younger officers was that he came from peasant stock

and he knew when people were cheating him.) 'jTc-c-or

1896 Bee stings p. 33A A note on incest and guilt in Alois.

No37./189^ Move to Lambach July 1897 No good education for children. Tie with small

schoolhouse for Adolf. Note: Lambach temporary quarters at Gasthof Leitgartner

38. 1898 Move to rooms on second floor of a mill. Miller named Zoebel and

blacksmith named Preisinger. Noisy for Klara. Lambach 170$eople. . Alois back to the

tavern. P. 60 AH's Early Childhood.



39 1896 After Alois Jr leaves, Alois Sr would whistle for Adolf like a dog. Herr Vater.
(/
(circled #, cannot get)

40. 1898 shooting at rats in cemetery playing at war variety of pastimes among the

dead.

58a 41. 1899 Boer war. Boer hats. Herrings and sausages. Adolf reads papers. Boers

against English

58a 42. 1897 Bee stings A disquisition by DT on why strong men have a masochistic

streak. Introduction of Alpha and Omega.

43 59a. 1899 Alois singing. Adi caught by priest smoking. Close moment with father.

44 63a. 1900 Edmund dies. Change in Adi. Alois whistling to call him. Adolf sitting

on cemetery wall, gazing at stones.

45 63a September enter Linz

46 66a. Feb 23 1899 Purhased one story country house on half-acre (cemetery wall

adjacent.) Adolf goes to third elementary school. DT reference to cries of the damned.

Rulschele

Echoes of Edmund.



47 1945. 60a Cross reference fo March 1945. Adolf in front of wooden model of

Linz.

48 61a. 1900 Adi's fear that his secret curses killed Edmund.

49 35a. 1900 look at this page. Many DT theories in re death of Edmund.

50 typed page 62a. 1900 DT's annoyance at milk runs. Celebration of new century.

51 36a. 1900 Cudgels attack Adi for Edmund. Possible striking of Klara. Orisitbette 

in 1906? Put in both years via Xerox.

52 37a. 1900 reward for Klara not to go to funeral. Alois is the last one.

53 p. 70. 1901 Realschule description 

p. 71. 1901 arguments over becoming an official.

112. 1901 Holds dialogue with trees, awareness of one testicle, teacher 

masturbating, his mother's concerns doubled after Edmund's death. Hitler's eyes. Staring 

in mirror.



56. 179. 1900 Gets interested in Grimm after Edmund's death. The stories are with

him in the cemetery.

57. 168 1900 important DT comment on the death of Edmund.

58.166 1900 still plays with younger kids. Older ones near-too-tough. Cemetery.

Bodies of the dead rats mingle in his mind with the dead.

59. 167 1900 starts a fire. Cops and robbers.

60. 159 1900 cleanliness

1943 Hoess file

61. 105 1944 Xerox file

62. 105 1900 after Edmund, "the only boy I have left."

63. 64 1900 death of Edmund, February 2,1900. Alois sees he is the one to carry on

the family name.

64. 76 1900 makes funny faces at girls in church



65. 77 900 Bad in Realschule. Too close to young kids. Is rejected by fellow students.

Description of Realschule. Linz, pop, 60,000. Description of Linz.

66. 78 1900 Back in Leonding, younger kids all surround him—the master. Fails math

and science. First year. His drawings are not hung.

1901-02 repeats the first two semesters

67. 79 1902-02 Account of his promotions and failures. Teachers seem grimy and

ugly.

01a ''"e—
68. 84 1901 Herfaekt (honor-fear) Never haveiblich (feminine)

1943 Hoess quote Xerox file

69. 83 1901 The cornflower.

70. 84 1901 Beginning of first sense of blood, not borders. DT to instruct him, notes

84 and 85

71. 85 1901 Alois' counter-reaction. Adolf dares to leave him a letter on Rudolf. Alois 

hears Latin a lot now.

72. 1901 weekly gatherings of "table societies.'



Ti. 48,49,40 1901 burgher's club. Talk of higher society. Alois'dreams—the 

heartbum that follows.

74. 17 1900-01 Move to Realschule and disinterest of teachers. DT comments on

Ego.

75. 62 1900-01 M^eftrndfanSTMOiTon punishing Adolf.

76. 69 1900 Alois not going to funeral but Klara sees him weep._Se«n with Adolf

afterward.

77 65 1900 Adi big among village children. Good in volkschule.

78. 1900 picture volume on war of 1870.

Reading Karl May see Waite p. 137; Moure, p. 174

Karl May, one of DT's clients

79. 68,69 1900 School alternative. Volkschule and after

80. 77 1900 Why he has to join tough kids yet remains on the edge as the leader.

81. 79 1900 enters unterrealschule in Linz in Sept 1900. Term is 10 months starting 

mid-September.



82. 80 1900 repeat of 80, easier to read. Xerox for 1938

83. 82 1900 snobbery of upper class kids. AH from the peasants.

84. 85 1900 Rods Karl May and has fantasies about Alois.

86.88 1901 Grimmelhausen

87. 98 1901 More on war games

88 95 1901 Slflyization and Alois?

89. 96 1902 the thrashings and Karl May at Hotel Roter fcds in Linz

89. 96 1902 "table societies." School entrance in Linz

90. 97 1902 salute and arm-raising

91. 4 1902 changes from Adi to Adel (noble)

92.65 1902 school grades



93. 90 1905 16 Sept 1905 Adolf s report card

94. 91 1902,03,04

95. Ill 1902—1908 Treitschke

96 53 1902 Alois lectures Adolf on changing scene

97. 5 1902 a lot of dialogue typed out, Klara and Alois

98. xxx 1902 see the note. Surpassing the father. Attach it to the mountains he must

climb.

99.45 1902 In tension with father after discussion of school attitudes.

100.44 1902 Czecks in school and tension

101. 48 1902-02 more of the same

102.67 1902-03 Sees Loehengrin in Linz. His first Wagner. Get synopsis from 

internet.

103.68 1902-03 More on tension over Hapsburgs and Germany



104. 69 1902-03 more again

105. 72 1902 visit to Customs office in Linz


