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96 CONTINUED:(2) 96

He makes a half-hearted move to put his arm around her, then
doesn't.

TOM
(continuing)

I know this hitting the road stuff is
not that easy.

Silence.
TOM

(continuing)
Gotta be careful though. Important
rule of the road. Gotta keep up human
contact... or you'll be turning weird
on yourself.

He switches on the turn signal.
TOM

(continuing)
Matter of fact, maybe about time to
pull in for some dinner.

97 INT. NYC LIVING ROOM / VERENA'S STUDY DAY 97

Through the glass door: a worried, Richard gets up out of the
make up chair and comes to the door. He enters without
knocking.

98 INT. NYC VERENA'S STUDY DAY 98

Coltrane sits with an anxious-looking Marianne, making notes.
Richard stares from the doorway, still in his make-up apron.

RICHARD
If you intend to question my
employees, I'd appreciate your
consulting with me first!

COLTRANE
Just some routine questioning, Mr.
Randolph. Regarding your daughter's
mental instability.

Richard turns to Marianne.

CONTINUED
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87 CONTINUED:(2)

COLTRANE
Who was that?

DOWNEY
Dr.Stefan Gelfand. The family
physician. We're still checking.

Richard exits.

87

88

89

INT. MERCEDES - DAY 00
Verena, in sunglasses and racing gloves, is on the road.

EXT. TRUCK STOP DAY 89

Tom stands at the open trunk and gazes down at neat bundles
of Verena's money in his hiding place. Lily comes up behind
him.

LILY
How's it going?

TOM
(startled)

Don't come up behind me like that
when a man is counting his money.

The hiding place contains the $50,000.

LILY
You must have been saving a long
time.

He nervously closes up.

TOM
Yeah, well, now you know where my
life saving's hid. I gotta trust you.

LILY
My mother keeps a lot of cash around.
For a rainy day, she says.

Tom gives her a look and locks the trunk.

CONTINUED



:-W* -~~

Moral Collapse: “Heldentum” and Parsifal 461

unclean Klingsor had vanished in the ruin of his chimeric castle, his fate having
been sealed in the garden when the blood image appeared before Parsifal, turning
the self-avowal and perception (“Bekenntnis" and “Erkenntnis") of sex that
Kundry had hoped to awaken in him into a revelation of racial duty and mission.

Wagner ended “Know Thyself" (“Erkenne dich selbst") of 1881 with a
mystically phrased observation; only when his countrymen awakened and ceased
party bickering, would there be no more Jews, a “great solution” (“grorre
Ldsung") he foresaw as uniquely within the reach of~tne Germans if'they could
conquer false shame and not shnnk prom ultimate ^knowledge(“nacb der
U berwindung aller falschen Scbam die letzte Erkenntnis nicht iu scbeuen’r')\
Parsifal shiovved the way. The shattering “Erkenntnis'* that came to the herd in
the magic garden would be Wagner’s final revelation to his countrymen.
“Germany, awake!” “Deutschland erwacbe!”)r' was the slogan under which
Hitler brought the “grosse Ldsung" to reality.

This painful interpretation of Parsifal has been traced largely with its creator’s
own words. Yet, even though Parsifal, more than the Ring, was the gospel of
National Socialism, Wagner’s genius operates on many levels, and, as has been
noted, the work may also and more comfortably be regarded as his final
treatment of the themes of empathy, growing awareness, and the love-death. But
to be completely comfortable one must overlook the fact that, like Hans Sachs’s
benignity, the compassion extolled in Parsifal is restricted to a chosen group.
Westemhagen described Wagnerian pity as “aristocratic.” The Third Reich
overflowed with this particular kind of benevolence. Parsifal is not only
un-Christian, it is anti-Christian. Nietzsche, who believed racial mixture to be the
source of great cultures,0 recognized the opera as “a work of malice, of
vindictiveness, of poison secretly brewed to envenom the prerequisites of life, a
bad work... an outrage on morality.” Yet he also acknowledged the ingenuity of
its libretto and the incredible beauty of its music.

Max Fjjedlander7 observed Wagner’s delight in setting up stage situations
whose externals paradoxically project a point of view at variance with his text.
At these moments the average spectator, satisfied with what appears to be a
conventional operatic situation, settles back to drink in the beautiful sea of sound.
A large part of the public, for example, is unaware that the love potion scene in
Tristan is not a token exchange of magic draughts but the result of a bald plan
for murder and then suicide, that the brother and sister Siegmund mentions in his
“Winterstumte” cavatina in the first act of Valkyrie are not himself and Sieglinde
but a poetic reference to spring and love, and that Sieglinde’s frenzy and flight in
this work’s second act are caused not by remorse for incestuous adultery but by
hysterical regret for not having indulged it earlier. Wagner enjoyed the trick of

5 The Nazi poem "Deutschland erwache!" was written by Dietrich Eckhart. C'"'”
6 Many of Gobineau’s and Wagner’s ideas on race were taken over by the Tatter’s

son-in-law Houston Stewart Chamberlain in his The Foundations of the Nineteenth
Century (1899), one of the seminal works of the proto-Nazi movement and a book the
last German kaiser believed to have been sent to his people by God. Like Nietzsche,
Chamberlain felt that extraordinary races were the result or blood mixture, and cited the
Prussians as an example; however, according to his program, the noble race, once produced,
had to be safeguarded through inbreeding. He embraced Wagner’s Aryan Christ as re­
vealed in the Bayreuther Blatter and declared Him to have been without “a drop of true
Jewish blood in His veins.... Any further assertion is an arbitrary assumption.”

7 Mr. Friedlander’s “A Psychoanalytic Approach to Wagner’s Ring” was published in
Connotation (a journal of Fairleigh Dickinson University), Volume 2, Part 1, Spring, 1963.
Unfortunately, his other lectures delivered at Bayreuth remain in manuscript.



SUtrid) <Ecfart
©ad Seutfebioub ttennt mit fteebt einen

felnet SBorMtnpfet unb SBobubrecbet: Sietticb Watt.
®n Sobn bet tauten baptises Pfimatl, am 23. ®fitj 1868 ja

Slenmottt in bet Sbrrpfali gtbotn, (etute et in feinen Stubieru unb
®anberjabttn gteub unb £eib bet ®euf<$ealebeu, §uaget anb Slot
btt Safetnd am eigeneu £eibe fenaeu. Sedbaib ffibite et fo gauj bie
Stet bti Stalled, bed ganjen Semftbianbd. €r teat SUtitnalfojiaftfl
in £eben nub Un Sletben I Sifter unb Stapfec l Set Sitbter bleibt
und in feinem geifitgen $bbes(lug etbalten in bet fteien betuftyen
Obetfe§ung bed Statuad ,?eet Spot" bed uoroegif<ben Sitbtetd
ftenrif gbfen. — „£otenjaccto", gebanfli# unb bi$ietif$ eine
®etf}etf^3pfnng SletrUb World, bat initDiftyen au$ ibte Sfibnetv
wirtfamfeit erptobt.

3n ftunbettea oou Oebkbten jeigt (Ub unfet Si^tet aidfeingnniget
gpttltt, meifietbaft old Qefaltet gef4i<btli4et Stoffe, unfibettreffli<$

abet awb in bet tBebanbfaug eon Slugenbtiddbilbetn and bet ^tetb
linte bet XagedpoIUU”. — Seine ft^on Un Seiembet 1919 betaudx
gegebene SBo<benr<btifi „SIuf gut ©eutfeb" ait bem Untetlitei
w9Bo^enf(btift ffir Otbnung unbSiecbt" tear eine offene Satnpfanfage
an bie Blepubitf nnb bie „Koeembeteetbte<berA.

Sie unfet bem gieitben Senntoott erObieaeuen Soubecbefte fiber
,Spilem/8tbgeiJ*, gegeu 3ubenf<$afi unP SolWeteidmud unb bie
Stijeibefte gegen Stjbetget n. a. teirlten gleit$ Stanbfadelu. £6ten
ate Sieftitb €<Jad felbft, tote et feine Siufgabe aid ^eraudgeber eUtet
fo(<ten geirf^tift auffafjt. St f^teibt in „2laf gut ©eutftb" am
1$. 3t>mtat 1921:

pecfbnlitbea.
3ttm destnaUfieu, aifo amb pun 4etaudgebet finer 3eitf<brift

tang man geboren feUi. 2Bet uit§t eon J^aud and bie gfibigleit be»
fi^t, in jebetn beiiebigen Sugeabiid fiber jeben beliebigen €egem>
fbaub eine bdiebige ®euge gei|frei#er SBorte binjuiegen, bet teitb
(14, tpeuigflend auf bie Saner, aid ®ana bet ^Jteffe eerbammt

febtoer tun.
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„DJuf gut Sentf4" beflc^t jefct jreei 3«§te long. DW €Wnet
auf bea iptan trot, bnlbete ti mi4 ntcfce tnefcr In meinet bef4att>
(!4<n ©i4t etffnbe; ed mat mir, aW £3 rte i4 nnahMfllg ten fllattuf:
®utf4en beratifi I Unb fa griff 14 jn, oboe bid ju fragen, ob i$
auff toitbe bur4balten Bnnen.

tt ging bid f)tuit, aber bag 14 batin melne bette Seftiebigtutg
gefnnben fyittt, lann (4 ni4t bebaupten. Saetfie f4rieb einmal,
ti fd feine Rttaff, geiffrd4 jn feitt, reenn man not nitbtf Refpeft
babe; unb sleBeidbt iff et mein SebtiefnH, ode Singe im 3nfanu
meabaag mit bem EBdtganjen, b. b. then refpeftuotl ju betra4teu,
aatanfi mir aW Iagedf4ttffffe(Iet founbfooft bie grfigten S4«ir<
rigfeiten etttx^fen.

Sfot bieten Sabten babt i4 mir einmat ben 6ptu4 geblcbtet:

Seiner ®«f<$ eecmi^te fir>
Saoj Ixr Ugt |O tntroffia?
Sit'd baeuml Dir tBabtflrii fptl$
Ekolgflead In btliiem ffir^affea I

unb fa toid i4 efi au4 ffinftig batten, felbff auf bie Sefabr bin,
mit atte m3gii4en DJortaiicfe jujujieben (rcoran ti f4’n i*bt ni4t
febIt). SBeun nl4t bad 3nnere fpti4t, tiebet f4»dgen oW fiunletn.
©affix reitb tf bad nicbffe SRat urn fa beffet.-------------------

©er ©itatbeiterttetfi bet 3eitf4rift toirb itnmetmebt |um ®it»
Mmpferfreifi ffir fiiboif fitter; tbm toirb ©ietri4 <5<2act ein niter/
H4et fjtatnb, Serai er unb DRitffeeilet, — unb ffir bie betuf4e fftev
beWberetgang bet JJerotb, beffen fttmpflieb bur4 bie £aube f4attt:

Sturm, Sturm, Sturm!
Uutet tk Stoden non Surm in Jurat!
tiulel bie Slinr.et, bk Srelfe, bie SuJen,
Uulu bie ®4Uftr <tud 4n° 6luben,
Unfa bie IBUbbeit $<niirtei bit Sttegen,
Until bie gpailer blnaeg oon ben fSJiegtn
DUbnin (on fie unb jeOen, bie tuft,
IXnfrn, raftn im Sonnet ber 9ia<b<-
Uttler bie Solen nab 4«r Sraft,
Sentftht'b, tnmube’

568

6tnrm, Sturm, Claim I
Until t>k Stoden non Seem iu tnrm!
Until, bofi ffuntea in fertben bbtfaatn,
gubaS effieint, bad SMcp (a gemlnces,
tiutet, bufj btullg bie Selle (14 tbten,
IXIngt (outer Stennen nab IDiiitfetn unb Sbtm.
Uukt Sturm, bag bie Stbe P4 bluml
Untet bem Donner ba tetleabm 9ta4e.
SBege bem Kott, bob geutt no4 tUnml,
Deatfibtaab, eresacget

6a tfitlelt Kietti4 Start nnenn(ibli4 bie beatf4en ®4ififet
anfi intern po(Uif4en £leff4iaf, in ben ffe non 3ubea unb Siarpiffea
eetfe(ff rearea. — Unb ben 3uben unb 3nbentne4ten gotten feine ®n«
gdffe, mit benen er relebet unb itnmet reiebet in SEott nnb Silb ben

beutf4en !Rl4d aufrfiitdte.
©ie bam Spffem ge$eiligten OlaaembergtJSen €t|betgee, SBirtb,

€bert a. a. bebatye et mit feinen bc(Wtfitnli4eu Spattbetfen. Soffit
etbidt er am 12. Diptit 1923 einen tjaftbefelil bom „6taat<geti4t^of

jttta ®4«be ber fflepubtit* reegen f4«etet SSeteibigung. €r jag efi
felbffberffanbli4 bar, ff4 nkbt cerbaften jn (affen, unb ging in feine
getlebien Serge. ®er4tefigaben, ber Dberfotjberg unb feine lime
gebnng rearen feine 3uffu4^°rte. S}iet traf er mit Sibotf $itler, mit
Kafenberg unb anberen ffi^renbea Sationatfajiatiffen jnfammen. Set
Didtjei betbatg er ff4 un(et bem angenammenen Dlatnen Dr. fjoffe
mann. — Die paiitif4en DJargange unten in 5Rfin4eu unb QberaB

fpiBten ff4 jn.--------------
©ein „Sea(f41ant> etrea4ei" tint ni4t me^r ate Staf einjetner,

fonbem wirb jum Sampftaf... unb ©eutfgianbfi beffe ebfrte fatgen
ifim unb mafien ni4t (anger bie Seffdn bet fltoeembetf4ma4

ttagen.
31m 9. SRobember ffebt £ietri4 Gdart in fReib nnb @lieb mH

ben ©etteaen DIbotf $itietfi! Sie Xugdn bet Sleaftian jetffiten an4
fdne fpoffutmg; et reirb wie faff atte ffi^tenbeu 3lationa(faiia(i(len
berjioftet, unb berbiitett f4teibt er am 21. iRobembet 1923 in feinet

SefdagnWjeHe in Stabd&eim:
8514M Solti Du ftgmiStefl jitrn,
Det pd; Ireulltp urn bt$ magte,
SRU gouUfierifigen OteOen
Eo^nteff bu an4 4ltktd Site.
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eraajtrfl, old tie Pfotlfdec
plnterrOdd l$a alrbeqnangea.
•for nan format ter ptfofcr,
Seis SeHrter foment gegtugrn!
Vtltfcjreflefo am tie Dfoen,
Qbet* ®taa(, a!4t in ongrffto —
?te tai ©flatxaioct geborra,
ZWnffl ta |a aut noct mfo 8reffeat
Sort fri Sant, eat jitter plant*,
Bnfo )e ftm aJgrgrafoo,
Uot itm tllet trfparr Me Senate,
©14. tin , foftdl |o fobea 1

©ad teat bamaid tn ben grauen flloeembettagen, aid bet „Sanj tun bad
golbene Saib* bet ftebtaecn unb anbercn Sbrfeafpetulaaten am

• wllbeflen Witt, aid bie beutf#e USart bid in eta 9li#td, jum
^JapietfeSen — aid SnfiationdbiUicn — berobgebrita reurbe. —
mnQen anf beta gebulbtgett papier unb StaUen unb Beer
brec&et gebulbig com beutfejen Soli in SRegieruugdgellea edcagen,
reijteab ©entf#Ianbd be(k Sbjrte btater ®efflngnidmauern
fageai —

Sat ©ietti# Sdart waren bit Sage tm Sefflngntd jn ©tabeljeim
boppeit jart. Seta 0etg mottle fl# ni#< einengen laffen nab feta
Xbtper mat feinem Obermenf#(i#en SBoilen, alien 5in(irengnngen
unb ©emfltigungen ni#t gen>a#feu.

®cj! tottb n ta Saufe bed ©ejembet freigeiaffen, bo# front
nab anf bie ftilfe teener gteunbe angemiefen, beciagt er bad ® efangnld.

9im 26. ©e|etnber 1923 (frtbt er aid URdrtotet bed «rea#enben
Seutfjianbd.

Seine getaatfabt flleumaelt fefcie #m tm IRooembee 1933 ein
etabttttfdooiied ©enlntai and (ietmif#ent Salifieta. ®anj ©eutf#Ianb
feierte biefen Sag, befonbetd abet feint Saabdleute bee Dbetpfaij,
oou bet er fitter:

greunb, no unfre Birge flebt,
Urgt for Sier soU« eteiirr.
Bean for Biuret fore oeegtfo,
Sorbert fefon for $erb(l bat (elite.
!}iit bie USenftfon rale for SJofoa;
jfbet ar>4 bie Hriafltn Srltbe
Slab bort aloft mefo aud|urofon,
Befor Bnrieinert no$ lithe.

57o

l^fa&enbutg
Slid taSpiegeifaat sonSBerfaittedam i8.3annatx87i betBuabed/

tanjiet ®raf non Bidmart! bie Urtnnbe eon bee Begtlinbnng bed
©entf#en Raifertei#ed tterfad nnb ber ®roggetjog non Sabett anf
ben etnfHgen spetajen «on $teugen, Xbnigtn Staffed Safin, bad eefle
XaiferM audbracjte, jat unter ben Oborbantigen ein Intiger Dfftlet
geffauben, bet 54 3ajre fpdtet jam Dberjaupt bed »entft$en Keitjed
gemdjfr toerben fadte: bee ngjr^rige eeutoant tan jjtabenbtug.

OBer mac bet Sentnant eon ^inbenbnrg?1)
•Die 3ajte polltiftjet ®emegnng jogen flbee gtanfreicj, Dfletteitj

unb ?cengen geeattf, bet Sbnig Pon ^teufcen jatte bie taabtage ader
JJtopl&jen aid bie „®eteinigten Sanbfage* na$ Set (in gernfeu, ta
ftjlitjien SocfHttjieln unn ®(bRo1|igkt» bei fReinfeib ta ^atntnern
rear am 28. 3ult eta IDHtglieb bed „fBeteinlgten Sanbiaged iptettgea",
bee galdjcige fRifreegnidbeflgec Otto uen SidmatdeStjbn jaafen, „bet
toile Sunter*, reie ijn bie Settle nannten, mil 3o()anna eon ?uttlamer
gettaut reotben — in blefem 3®^te l847 muebe am a. Dfrobee bem i

Sentnant tm i8.3nfanteeierfRegfment, eon Senedenbotff uab Jjtubenr
burg, unb feiner §eau, bet Sotjtee bed $)ofenet ®eneta(ae|led
Scjmldatl, ber (l<j 1813 in bet Stjlatjt bei Sulm audgeieiejnet jade,
ein Sojn gtfcjenfr, bet ben Sornamen $an( etjieit.

Ead Seftbletji ber fBenetfenboeffd gejbrt |n jenem ndtjtetnen unb
flreagen $bei aitmatfifejee f rdgnttg, ber frjon (ange ta Sbnigteitj
Sufi gefagt (wtte unb bid jam 3afjte 1280 urfnnblitj natjtnwelfen i(L
Sefl jum (8nbe bed 18. 3«jtjitnbertd fatten bie $lnbenbntgd jlniur ‘

gejeiratet Unter Seiebritj KUjetaH. rentben bie Blamen bee belben
©eftjietgtet uereinlgt; feitbem mirb bet Soppeiname mit ,J?inbenr
burg" abgefflrit.

$aul eon ^inbenbutg tiat feint 3ng«nb auf ®ut Blenbed eetiebt.

SDiefer ®efty mat natj bem Sobe feinet Seogeitera ben (Steen jur
gefallen, fo eon ©ef^ierjt |u Qefrjietjt felne Sufgabe etffliienb: eine
geimat fflr atie Qinbenbntgd ju feta, fjaal jatte no# jroei iflngece
Stflbec unb eine SrjmeRet.

*) Slefrt tcfondbefcbrrlboag 1(1 for brtanaie Bert but StaeralfrlOmacfcbatU
lugtmtbe geiegt: Suit rnttawn Sefou, trfatg, 6. $lrir< Kctfog xgig.
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Eckart, Dietrich,...Schriftsteller, * Neumarkt (Oberpfalz)
23.03.1868, ■fr Berchtesgaden 26.12.1923, trat 1918 als Gegner der
Revolution und radikaler Antisemit hervor. Er griindete in Miinchen
eine antirevolutioSre >BUrgervereinigung<, gab die Zeitschrift >Auf
gut deutsch< heraus und beteiligte sich am Wi^flerstand gegen die
Rdteherrschaft.1919 lemte er Hitler kermen, wurde dessen Mentor und
einer seiner einfluBreichten Fbrderer. Der nationalsozialist. Kampfruf
>Deutschland erwache< und das Gedicht >Sturm, Sturm, Sturm,<
stammen von ihm. Er war 1921-23 Hautschriftleiter des >V61kischen
Beobachters<.

Werke. Drawew.Peer Gynt-Ubersetzung (1912); Heinrich der
Hohenstaufe (1915); Lorenzaccio (1915). Lustspiele. - Der
Bolschewismus von Moers bis Lenin (1924).
SONJA NOLLER in: NDB, - Neue Deutsche Biografie 4 (1959)

"VdMscher >Beobac/jfeir' -
fas £ /qi/s-
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B787 CONTINUED

Coltrane and Downey approaches Richard.

COLTRANE
Mr. Randolph? I'm Detective Coltrane,
Detective Downey. FBI.

RICHARD
{uneasy)

FBI ?
COLTRANE

(proud)
Your friends in Washington wanted you
to have the best possible help in
rescuing your daughter.

RICHARD
Uh-..right.

COLTRANE
Your wife is the one who actually
spoke with him? Can I talk to her?

RICHARD
I...l‘ve sent her and the children
away. I'm concerned for their safety
until we know...

Richard breaks from Coltrane, who never takes his eyes off
him.

COLTRANE
Where can we reach her?

Richard belches again and motions Dr.Gelfand over.

RICHARD
(quietly)

Where is she?

DR. GELFAND
She is on the road and there is no
way of getting in touch with her
right now.

Coltrane watches as Dr.Gelfand leaves the room. Coltrane
leans over to Downey, and nods after Gelfand.

CONTINUED



Ernst Rohm - Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia Page 1 of 4

Ernst Rohm
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Ernst Julius Rohm, also known as Ernst Roehm in English (November 28, 1887 -
July 2, 1934) was a German military officer, and the commander and co-founder of
the Nazi Sturmabteilung, or storm troopers—the SA.
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History
Early years

Rohm was one of three children of Julius Rohm and his wife Emilie (nee Baltheiser). A native of Munich, Rohm
served as a career officer with the Bavarian Army during World War I. He held the rank of Oberleutnant with the
Bavarian 13th Infantry Regiment, and was severely wounded in the face in September of 1914, in Lorraine,
France. He was later promoted to Hauptmann.

Following the end of the war in 1918, he joined the Freikorps, one of the many private militias that had formed in
Munich to combat Communist insurrection. In 1920, he became a member of the National Socialist German
Worker's Party—the Nazis— and helped to organize the Sturmabteilung—the SA. In 1923, after the failed Beer
Hall Putsch in Munich, Rohm spent fifteen months in prison, during which time he became a close personal friend
of Adolf Hitler.

After Rohm was released from prison in 1924, he worked with Hitler to rebuild the Nazis, but several intense
differences developed between the two. In April of 1924 he helped create the Frontbann as a legal alternative to
the temporarily defunct and outlawed SA. He then served in the Reichstag as part of the renamed National
Socialist Freedom Party before resigning in 1925. He went to Bolivia to serve as a military advisor.

During this time, Rohm was maintained on the rolls of the German Reichswehr, where he was eventually
promoted to the rank of Oberst.

1 Rohm's return to Germany

In 1930, Hitler personally assumed command of the storm troopers as the new Oberster SA-Fiihrer. Hitler sent a
personal request to Rohm to return to Germany, offering him the position of Stabschef (or "chief of staff') of the
entire Sturmabteilung. RShm accepted the offer in 1931, introducing radical new ideas to the SA and staffing the
senior leadership with his close friends and personal associates. Rumors abounded that the SA leadership
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participated in homosexual activities,
and Rohm's conduct as SA Stabschef
was soon under heavy criticism,
particularly by the conservative
German military hierarchy.

The main function of the SA during the
formative years of the Nazi Party had
been that of a political army - namely,
to supply the force to protect the party
leadership and to attack and terrorize
political opponents such as the
Communist Red Front. Through
violence and intimidation, the SA

helped the Nazis become more powerful than the other political parties first in Munich and later throughout
Germany.

The early leaders of the Nazis, with Rohm (photo right) standing next to
Adolf Hitler.

Downfall

Following the Nazis' ascent to power in 1933, the socialist faction of the Nazi Party — led by Rohm — continued
to believe in the socialism inherent to the party's name. This faction of the party insisted on nationalization of
large firms, profit sharing for employees, and cuts in the interest rates; all of these measures were anathema to the
business community that had supported Hitler's rise to power. Rohm himself spoke of a "second revolution," and
vowed to act against what he termed reactionaries, much as the Nazis had acted against the Communists during
the consolidation of power earlier that year.

Hitler moved swiftly to reassure the German business community. In so doing, a breach was opened between
Hitler and the SA. The storm troopers, whose ranks were largely composed of dispossessed members of the
working class, were anticapitalist in tendency, and they hoped to gain from the "revolution" they had helped win
via their fighting in the streets. Hitler was of the opinion that the storm troopers were a political force who, once
the Nazis had gained power, were no longer needed. Rohm, on the other hand, believed the SA was destined to be
the germ of a "revolutionary" army for Hitler. While Rohm showed contempt for the Prussian military leadership,
Hitler was well aware that he could not have come to power without the support of the Army, nor could he remain
in leadership were the Army to withdraw its backing. Furthermore, Hitler realized he needed the Army's support
to succeed the 86-year-old Paul von Hindenburg as President and Commander-in-Chief when von Hindenburg
died.

In 1934, as it became clear that the President was weakening and approaching death, many factions in Germany
devised schemes to position their own favorite candidates as von Hindenburg's successor. Shirer writes that a
group of conservatives — including many within the armed forces — sought the return of Crown Prince Wilhelm,
the son of Kaiser Wilhelm II, to Germany either as President or as head of a re-established German monarchy.

Germany's military leadership was incensed by Rohm's proposal in February of 1934 that Germany's armed forces
(the Reichswehr) be absorbed into a single organization wherein the SA would have a clear numerical superiority
and, thereby, become dominant. The Army viewed the SA as a brawling mob of undisciplined street fighters, and
the tales of homosexuality and "corrupt morals" were well known within the Army; the officer corps unanimously
rejected Rohm's proposal, citing the destruction of German military honor and discipline were Rfihm's brawling
storm troopers to gain control of the armed forces.

Hitler was presented with the opportunity to meet with the leaders of Germany's armed services on April 11 on
board the pocket battleship Deutschland while reviewing the military's spring maneuvers in East Prussia. In the 
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company of Defense Minister Werner von Blomberg, Hitler met with the army commander-in-chief - General
Werner von Fritsch — and the head of the navy — Admiral Erich Raeder. Hitler advised the commanders of the
deterioration of Hindenburg's health and proposed that the Reichswehr support Hitler's succession to the
presidency. In exchange, Hitler offered to reduce the size of the SA, suppress Rohm's ambitions, and guaranteed
that the Reichswehr would become Germany's sole bearer-of-arms. Shirer's account states that it was quite likely
that Hitler also seduced the military leaders with a promise to expand both the army and the navy in exchange for
their support.

The tension within the Nazis worsened after further calls from Rohm for the "second revolution," (this time
against the conservative power structure) and after a showdown between Rohm and Hitler in early June.

Similarly, the conservative industrialists that had supported Hitler's rise to the chancellorship in 1933 continued to
voice unease over the socialist leanings Rohm shared with the Strasser brothers, in particular their calls for the
"second revolution." Through their close relationship with President von Hindenburg, both conservative groups
— the officer corps and the industrialists — made their displeasure known to him.

In early June of 1934, von Hindenburg, though ailing, conveyed an ultimatum to Hitler that, unless the tension in
Germany was put to an end, he was considering a declaration of martial law. Knowing that such a step would take
power out of his hands — possibly forever — Hitler decided he could no longer forestall honoring his pact with
the Reichswehr to suppress the SA and end its plans for the "second revolution."

Death

In spite of the pressure applied on him, Hitler postponed the decision to do away with his long-time comrade to
the very end. He appealed to Rohm not to press for the "second revolution." Only when the differences appeared
irreconcilable did Hitler finally make up his mind that Rohm had to go. Hesitating to the last, but spurred on by
Hermann Goring and Heinrich Himmler with what were more than likely highly colored accounts of "treason" by
Rohm and the SA, Hitler was finally convinced to order Goring and Himmler to put down Rohm's alleged "plot."
Both Goring and Himmler had their own scores to settle, and they consolidated their own power by putting down
the SA and its leader.

Rohm was executed without trial during the purge of the SA — the so-called "Night of the Long Knives" in June
1934. Following his arrest by Hitler himself at the resort of Bad Wiessee on June 30, Rohm was held briefly at
Stadelheim Prison in Munich. There, on July 2, he was visited by SS-Brigadefuhrer Theodor Eicke (then the
Kommandant of Dachau) and SS-Sturmbannfuhrer Michael Lippert. Lippert shot Rohm at point-blank range after
he refused to commit suicide with a pistol given to him. Rohm may not have realized who had ordered his
execution; it has been unverifiably reported that his last words were reported as being "mein Fiihrer, mein
Fuhrer". The measures taken by Hitler's followers during that weekend were made legal after the fact by a decree
in the Law Regarding Measures of State Self-Defense on July 3. Ernst Rohm was buried in Westfriedhof (German
for "west cemetery") in Munich.

Rohm’s homosexuality
Ernst Rohm was one of the most prominent of a number of early Nazi party members who was a suspected
homosexual, and his homosexuality was ultimately the pretext used for his removal during the purge of the SA.
Having been outed in 1925, however, Rohm made little attempt to hide his sexuality. Despite Hitler's pretense of
shock upon discovering his deputy's sexual orientation, he had in fact long known that Rohm was homosexual.

During Rohm's tenure at the head of the SA, it has been suggested that a number of homosexual men (notably
Karl Ernst, a former bouncer at a gay nightclub, and Edmund Heines) were appointed to and promoted within the 
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SA as a result of high-level liaisons with powerful SA figures. This was despite the openly anti-gay policies of the
Nazis, exemplified by their strengthening of Paragraph 175 (criminalising homosexual acts) of the German
Criminal Code of 1871.

Popular culture
Rohm is cited in the song "The Last Day of June 1934" by Al Stewart, from the album Past, Present and Future,
(1973).

See also
■ Nazi Germany
■ History of Germany
■ Allegations about Rudolf Hess
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Ernst Roehm (i887-1934)

Ernst Rohm was bom in Munich in 1887. An intensely militaristic man,
he joined the German army and served throughout World War I. In 1919,
after the war, Rohm met Adolf Hitler, a meeting which invariably altered
the path of Rohm's life forever. Rohm maintained his militaristic
inclinations and became the leader of the Frontbann, one of several
paramilitary organizations
existing in the Weimar Republic. Rohm became increasingly radical, and
he felt angry and betrayed, as most Germans did, over the loss of World
War I. Therefore, Rohm happily accepted his old friend Hitler's welcome
into the Nazi party.

Rohm participated in the 1923 Beer Hall Putsch, and by 1925, took his
major role in the Nazi Party and in history. He began to organize his own
paramilitary organization from the sportabteilung, or sport detachment, of
the Nazi Party. The sportabteilung had valiantly defended Hitler during
the abortive Beer Hall Putsch, and in recognition Hitler renamed the
sports detachment sturmabteilung, abbreviated as SA, and appointed

Ernst Rohm as their leader. Rohm took the ragtag crew of ruffians and street thugs that comprised the
SA and began to organize and train them in a strict military fashion. This training provided the Nazi party
with a strong military arm which made itself known in several street brawls while defending Hitler and
the Nazi Party. But the relationship between Rohm and Hitler deteriorated, mainly over the leadership of
the SA and the role it would play in achieving the Party's goals.

Rohm wanted the SA to be independent of the party's political structure, but Hitler forbade this mainly
due to his desire to consolidate all control under his position. This objective would have been seriously
inhibited if the SA was granted autonomy. Also, Hitler was becoming increasingly weary of Rohm's ever
growing radical nature and the unruly conduct ofhis "brownshirts," which degraded the Nazi's public
image and therefore jeopardized the struggle for power. When his request for autonomy was denied,
Rohm grew spiteful of Hitler, declaring that he had claimed the glories won by the SA for himself. As a
result, Rohm resigned from his position and became a military instructor in Bolivia.

Hitler replaced Rohm's position as SA leader several times with more conservative and controllable
candidates. However, the SA only became more and more violent without Rohm's leadership, and Hitler
began to fear losing control. As a consequence, Hitler faced a potential violent party division which could
seriously undermine his ascension to power. In addition, the German army was voicing concern over the
SA's violent behavior and increasing militancy. These traits increased the chances or challenges and
altercations with the military. Therefore, Hitler established himself as supreme commander of the SA and
re-established Rohm as his subordinate in hopes that the uneasiness and violent nature of the SA would
be curbed. But, Rohm only militarized the SA further, organizing and training them into a more
disciplined organization. Rohm also eased the Army's fears and gained usage of military facilities for SA
training by pledging his support in any military operation where SA assistance could be used. Rohm's
actions caused Hitler to debate his own ability to control the stormtroopers. Nevertheless, the SA
continued to perform its duties as the visible power of the Nazi Party. Rohm amalgamated other existing
paramilitary groups into the SA causing their membership to soar. But by this time, the Nazi party was
beginning to exert more and more control over Germany's political and social institutions. The role of the
SA now became obsolete, even dangerous since their violent nature threatened to generate harsher
feelings for the Nazis and thereby undermined Party goals.

On the 1st of January 1934, Hitler wrote to SA leader. Ernst Roehm: 
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"I thank you my dearest Ernst Roehm, for the set-vices which you have given to the National Socialist
Movement and the German people, and to assure you how very grateful I am that lam able to call such
men as you my friends andfellow fighters."

Despite that letter, all was not well between Hitler and Roehm. The SA was really nothing less than the
Nazis own revolutionary army. By 1934, it had about two million members- twenty times more than the
real army! They were mostly working class and many came from among the unemployed. Above all, they
were firmly Socialist. That was one of the problems.

As far as Hitler was concerned the SA had done by helping him to gain power. Now, it was no longer
useful. In fact, Hitler had good reasons for wanting to get rid of it:

1. Roehm and many other SA men wanted a second, Socialist, revolution.

2. The SA was unpopular with businessmen.

3. It was unpopular with the army, who saw the SA as a "rival", and Hitler needed the army's support if
he were to take over as President when Hindenburg died.

By the summer, Hindenburg was very sick. Hitler told the SA to take a month's leave in July. Roehm told
his men:

"I expect that on the 1st of August, the SA will be once more ready for duty. If the enemies of the SA are
hoping that the SA will not return from leave, we are ready to let them enjoy the hope for a short time.
The SA is, and remains, Germany's destiny."

He could not have been more wrong.

A meeting of SA leaders was fixed for 30th of June and Hitler had promised to attend. The night (night
of the long knives) of 29-30th of June found the SA leaders at a village inn near Munich. There were no
sentries on duty and no guards. Just before 7 a.m. a number of cars drove into the village and sped to the
inn. Hitler, carrying his dog-whip, went in and woke up a sleepy Ernst Roehm. "You're under arrest" he
told him. He did the same in the other bedrooms. At about 10 a.m., the SS began the round up in Berlin.
Some "enemies" were just shot on the doorstep after they answered the bell. Many had no idea what was
happening. The Munich police chief told his SS executioners, "Gentlemen I don't know what this is all
about, but shoot straight."

Roehm himself was shot in his prison cell after he refused to commit suicide. Hitler later said that
he was sorry that he had to destroy Roehm.Afterwards, the SA was disbanded, and the internal obstacle
to the Nazi consolidation of power was eradicated.

-Jason Goodnite ~

ROHM, Ernst
(1887- 1934)
SA-Stabschef/Reichsminister/M.d.R./Hauptmann a.D.:
Bom: 28. Nov. 1887 in Miinchen.
Executed: 1. Jul. 1934; shot by SS-Brigf. Theodor Eicke and/or SS-Stubaf. Michael Lippert at Stadelheim
Prison, Miinchen, after declining the option to commit suicide with a revolver.
NSDAP-Nr.: 623
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Promotions:
Assignments:
Minister der Bayerischen Staatsregierung (Minister of the Bavarian State Government): Dec. 1933 - 1.
Jul. 1934.
Reichsminister ohne Geschaftsbereich (Minister without Portfolio): 1933 - 1. Jul. 1934.
Stabschef der SA: 1. Jan. 1933 - 1. Jul. 1934.
Participant in Miinchen Putsch: 9. Nov. 1923.
World War I Service & After:
Officer in WW I. Joined Freikorps Epp after the war, and served in the Reichswehr until 1923 (left with
rank of Hauptmann). In Bolivia, 1928 - 1930, responsible for training of that country's army.
Notes:
Decorations & Awards:
1914 EK I:; 1914 EK II:;
Verwundetenabzeichen, 1918 in Gold:;
Ehrenkreuz fur Frontkampfer; Landesorden;
Goldenes Parteiabzeichen:;
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The legal provisions to arrest "sex criminals"
were broadened. Without any attempt to
produce legal proof, many SA leaders were
murdered in the summer of 1934 (June 30,
"The Night of the Long Knives"), among them
their chief of staff, Hitler's buddy Ernst Rohm.
As official reason was given that the regime
wanted to clean society of such dens of
sexual debauchery. The same year, a special
Gestapo (Secret State Police) section for
"homosexual crimes" was set up.

Rudolf Diels, the founder of the Gestapo
(secret state police), in 1934 lectured his
colleagues on how homosexuals had caused

the downfall of ancient Greece. He, recorded some of Hitler's personal
thoughts on the subject:

"He lectured me on the role of homosexuality in history and
politics. It had destroyed ancient Greece, he said. Once rife, it
extended its contagious effects like an ineluctable law of
nature to the best and most manly of characters, eliminating
from the reproductive process precisely those men on whose
offspring a nation depended. The immediate result of the vice
was, however, that unnatural passion swiftly became dominant
in public affairs if it were allowed to spread unchecked."

1934

According to Nazi propaganda, both homosexuals and Jews destroyed
the so-called masculinity and purity of the German nation; both
homosexuals and Jews are characterized by perverse and degenerate
sexualities. In 1934, the Reich Ministry of Justice emphasized that "it is
precisely Jewish and Marxist circles which have always worked with
special vehemence for the abolition of §175." In effect, Jews and
homosexuals were portrayed as collaborators in the corruption of the
German nation.

24th October - Heinrich Himmler orders all police stations and police
authorities, to draw up a list of all persons who have, in any way, been
homosexually active. The lists are to be sent to the Secret Police
Headquarters in Berlin. A special department for homosexuality is set up
there at the end of October. Police in many parts of Germany had been
compiling these lists of suspected homosexual men since 1900. The
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Nazis used these "pink lists" to hunt down individual homosexuals during
police actions.
In 1934, 766 gay men were convicted and imprisoned.
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! 2.3 - The Rohm Affair
Some of the Nazis were of course gay themselves, but it is dangerously
naive to believe the the Nazis ever "tolerated" homosexuality. An
instructive illustration is provided by the case of Ernst Rohm, Head of the
SA or storm-troopers.

Rohm was a member of Hirschfeld's League for Human Rights and
openly attended homosexual meeting places. He was the man who, in
1919, first made Hitler aware of his own political potential, and the two
were close friends for fifteen years. During that time, Rohm rose to SA
Chief of Staff, transforming the Brownshirt militia from a handful of
hardened goons and embittered ex-soldiers into an effective fighting
force five hundred thousand strong - the instrument of Nazi terror.

Hitler, of course, had known of Rohm's homosexuality since 1919, as
Rohm himself was careless of his reputation. It became public
knowledge in 1925, when Rohm pressed charges against a 17- year-old
hustler who had robbed him the "morning after." He knew of Rohm's
homosexuality, as well as that of others such as Edmund Heines, Karl
Ernst, and La Paz, who owed their promotions to their "services" to
Rohm. Heines would scour Germany picking up boys for his
commander, and the clique met often in Munich for orgies.

Rohm's Brownshirt militia - mostly undisciplined soldiers and roughnecks
from the city-slums - contained many gay men, and there was
debauchery in the ranks. But Hitler was not yet strong enough in his own
right either to quash his rival (Rohm lead a 100,000-strong army) or to
maintain power without his help. He wisely decided to come to Rohm's
defence: "His private life cannot be an object of scrutiny unless it
conflicts with basic principles of National Socialist ideology." When
Rohm's army grew to 500,000 men by 1932, Hitler saw a threat and
decided that Rohm's private life did so conflict.

Between 1933 and 1934, Rohm was the
leader of the SA (Stormtroopers) and, before
the death of Hindenberg in 1934, he was a
potential challenger to Hitler's supremacy.
With the Nazis' rise to power came an attack
from Germany's political left. Attempts were
made to discredit Hitler and the Nazis. One
of their arguments was the charge of
homosexuality in the Nazi ranks. Hitler's old
friend Rohm was one of their main targets.
Interestingly, one of Rohm's principal
defenders was Heinrich Himmler. He
articulated the belief that accusations
against Rohm were the work of Jews who
feared the SS and were trying to discredit the movement.
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All this while the Nazi Party had a virulently anti-gay policy, and many
Nazis protested that Rohm was discrediting the entire Party and should
be purged. Hitler, however, was quite willing to cover up for him for years
-- until he stood in the way of larger plans. Party Judge Walter Buch
arranged for the assassination of the gay leaders of the SA: Rohm,
Count Du Moulin, Eckhart, George Bell, Stabsfuhrer Uhl. But the plot
was discovered, Buch was denounced, and Rohm and Bell fled to their
friend Major Karl Mayr to find out who was behind the conspiracy. Hitler
still needed Rohm's military skill and could rely on his personal loyalty,
but he was ultimately a pragmatist.

The mood of the party, and of Himmler, changed, when Hitler decided in
1934 that Rohm was a threat to his authority. As part of a compromise
with the Reichwehr (regular army) leadership, whose support he needed
to become Fuhrer, Hitler allowed Goering and Himmler to murder Rohm
along with dozens of Rohm's loyal officers.

Specifically, Hitler feared that Rohm was attempting to turn the SA (at
this time, over 2 million strong) into a militia and was planning a military
challenge to Hitler. While there is no evidence that such a plan existed,
Hitler ordered a purge. On June 30, 1934, Rohm, many of his
supporters, and over 1,000 of Hitler's political and personal enemies,
were murdered. While the purge was politically motivated, the
justification given for it was the homosexuality of Rohm and several of
his associates in the SS command.

Himmler, who had once defended Rohm, assumed leadership of the SS
and, in the process, also assumed the role of ridding the movement and
Germany of homosexuals. In the wake of the Rohm execution, Hitler
ordered the registration of homosexuals and the Gestapo was charged
with the responsibility of creating dossiers on homosexuals and other
"asocials" in the Third Reich. The beginning of the Nazi terror against
homosexuals was marked by the murder of Ernst Rohm.

"Night of the Long Knives"
Hitler removed the glove from his hand on June 30, 1934, which came to
be called "The Night of the Long Knives." A body of his troops converged
upon a Bavarian resort where they discovered Rohm's men in the
aftermath of a "party" - dramatized in Visconti's film The Damned' Rohm
was found in bed with his chauffeur, and Heines in bed with another
man.

Heines and his boyfriend were ushered outside and perfunctorily shot,
while the rest were arrested as traitors. Simultaneously, 200 SA leaders
were rounded up in Berlin and massacred. Rohm was taken to
Stadelheim Prison in Munich by order of Himmler and Goring, given a
gun, and told to kill himself. He refused, saying: "Let Adolf do his dirty
work." They shot him down.

http://andrejkoymasky.com/mem/holocaust/02/ho02c.html 12/28/2006

http://andrejkoymasky.com/mem/holocaust/02/ho02c.html


Matt & Andrej Koymasky - Memorial Hall - Gay Holocaust - Persecution Page 3 of 3

On the day that Rohm was murdered, Hitler issued an order to purge all
gays from the army, for he feared a Secret Order of The Third Sex. Hitler
had good reason to be concerned about the reputation of Nazi
organizations, most of which were based on strict segregation of the
sexes. Hitler Youth, for example, was disparagingly referred to as Homo
Youth throughout the Third Reich, a characterization which the Nazi
leadership vainly struggled to eliminate. Indeed, most of the handful of
publications on homosexuality which appeared during the Fascist regime
were devoted to new and rather bizarre methods of "detection" and
"prevention."

While Rohm and his men were being rounded up for the massacre, the
new Chief of Staff received his first order from the Fuhrer:

"I expect all SA leaders to help preserve and strengthen the
SA in its capacity as a pure and cleanly institution. In
particular, I should like every mother to be able to allow her
son to join the SA, Party, and Hitler Youth without fear that he
may become morally corrupted in their ranks. I therefore
request all SA commanders to take the utmost pains to ensure
that offences under Paragraph 175 are met by immediate
expulsion of the culprit from the SA and the Party."
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