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38 THli YOUNG UirUFli I fSNEW
Adolf spoke of his lather with great respec/, I never heard

him say anything against him, in spile of (1/eir differences of
opinion about his career. In fact he respected him more as
time went on. Adolf did not take it aifiiss that his father
had autocratically decided on his son’s future career; for this
was considered his right, even his duty./It was quite a differ­
ent matter when Raubal, his step-sis/er’s husband, this un­
educated person, who was himself qfily a little revenue offi­
cial, arrogated to himself this righ/. Adolf would certainly
not permit him to interfere in hi/ personal affairs. But the
authority of his father still rem/ined, even after his death,
the force in the struggle with/which Adolf developed his
own powers. His father’s attitude had provoked him first to
secret, then to open rebelliori. There were violent scenes,
which often ended in the father giving him a good hiding,
as Adolf told me himself. I^ut Adolf matched this violence
with his own youthful obstinacy, and the antagonism between ;
father and son grew sharper.

The customs official Alois Hitler showed a marked sense
of ceremony all his life. Consequently we have good pic­
tures showing him at various stages of his life. Not so much
at his weddings, which were always under an unlucky star, !
but at the various promotions in his career, did he have his

, picture taken. Most of the pictures show him, with his digni-
fied civil servant’s face, in gala uniform of white trousers '
and dark tunic, on which the double row of highly polished
buttons gleamed. The man’s face is impressive. A broad,
massive head, the most notable feature being the side whisk­
ers, modelled on those of his supreme master, the Emperor.
The expression of the eyes is penetrating and incorruptible,
the eYgS-Of-a-maHlwhe^s a customs official, is obliged to view
everything with suspicion. But in most pictures dignity
prevails oveLtlie.ifinqnisitivensss” of the gaze. Even the pic- -
tures taken at.-the time when Alois Hitler had already retired
show that this man was, in spirit, still on duty. Although
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Anna Maria Scljidklgruber married thte mill worker Jo-
hann Georg Hk'cfler in 1842 when the illegitimate child was
alreadyfjvdyears old. The Church Registenof Dbllersheim
cqptafns the following entry: \
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. /i to the undersigned witnesses, has

dch he st.y ./'of the child Alois of Anna Maria
■;Y and requests that his name be entered in the
\egist er.

. signed by the Parish priest and four witnesses.
eorg Hiedler again acknowledged his paternity
document concerning some inheritance in 1876
otary in Weitra. He was then eighty-four years
child’s mother had been dead for over thirty
Schicklgruber had been a customs official in
•nany years.
was not officially adopted after his mother’s

lame remained Schicklgruber. He would have
throughout his life had not Johann Nepomuk

m Georg’s younger brother, made a will and
im to the illegitimate son of his brother. But
Dndition that Alois should assume the name
i June 4, 1876, the name Alois Schicklgruber
Register of the Parish of Dbllersheim was
Hiedler; the local government authority in

ying this alteration on January 6, 1877. From
chicklgruber called himself Alois Hitler, a
mt as little as the other, but which secured

were talking about his relatives Adolf told
his father’s change of names. Nothing his

pleased him as much as this; for Schickl-
• him so uncouth, so boorish, apart from
md unpractical. He found “Hiedler” too
mt “Hitler” sounded nice and was easy to

his father that instead of accepting the
as did the rest of his relations, he invented
Hitler.” It was in keeping with his mania
e. His superiors had nothing to do with

nsfforty^ears of servicejhe was transferred
—. rhe towns to which he was posted^Saalfel^1

^efff~Bfaunau,~~Passau and Linz7~J>re so favourably situated
- that they form the ideal setting for a customs official’s career.

But hardly had he settled down-m-nne-oLjhe.se places.
began to move house. During his period of service in

Ma.
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oorT'alter his retirement he moved from Linz
totHafgldrJrom there to (parnEaGh^- first in the Leingartner
Inn, then to a mill, that is to say, two changes in one year —
then tq/Leoiidmg? When I met Adolf he remembered seven
removals'and had been to five different schooU- It wouldjjot
5e~true to say that these constant changes were due to bad

Alois Hitler
wEere Adolf was born)

mov

housing conditions. Surely th^
was very fond of living irpi 

most presentable buildings in the
Nevertheless, the father left there soonwhole o  

after Adolf’s birj,h- Actually he often moved from a decent
dwelling into a poorer one. The house was not the impor­
tant thing; rather the moving. How can one explain this
strange mania?

Perhaps Alois Hitler simply hated to remain in one spot;
and as his service forced on him a certain stability, he at least
wanted some change in his own sphere. As soon as he had
got used to certain surroundings, he grew weary of them.
To live meant to change one's conditions, a trait which I
experienced in Adolf ton.

Three times Alois remodelled his family. It is perhaps
true that this was due to outside circumstances. But if so,
certainly fate played strangely into his hands. We know that
his first wife, Anna, suffered very much from his restlessness,
which eventually led to their separation and was partly re­
sponsible for her unexpected death. For while his first wife
was still alive, Alois Hitler already had a child by the woman

_who became his second wife. And again when the second
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-l^^-ril and died, Klara, the third wife, was al-

rctmg a child of his. Just suffi<u£nt\ime elapsed
ild to be bom in wedlock. AloisJHlitler was not ..
isband. Even more than froiq'LratVFlitier’s occa-
ts could one gather this fromTuf^sjyeary, drawn
lack of inner harmony was pftjjaps partly due to
at Alois Hitler never married a wbman his own

. was fourteen years older, Fratuiskatwenty-four '
ger, and Klara twenty-three years younger.
mge and unusual habit of the father’s, always to
circumstances, is all the more remarkable as those
tful, comfortable times without any justification .
lange. I see in the father’s character an explana-
strange behaviour of the son, whose constant rest-
zzled me for so long. When Adolf and I strolled
ie familiar streets of the good, old town — all
t and harmony — my friend would sometimes be
certain mood and begin to change everything he
house there was in a wrong position; it would
demolished. There was an empty plot which

uilt up instead. That street needed a correction
give a more compact impression. Away with this ’
impletely bungled tenement block! Let’s have a
> the Castle. Thus he was always rebuilding the
it wasn’t only a matter of building. A beggar,
fore the church, would be an occasion for him
th on the need for a State scheme for the old,
1 do away with begging. A peasant woman com-
ith her milk cart drawn by a miserable dog—

criticize the Society for Prevention of Cruelty to
their lack of initiative. Two young lieutenants

hrough the streets, their sabres proudly clanking
reason for him to inveigh against the shortcom-
itary service which permitted such idleness. This
o be dissatisfied with things as they were, always

PORTRAIT OF HIS FATHER /

, t0 change and improve them, was ineradicable inJiua-^
*E=rAnd="tfiTs was''by,~no'’hleal^^Jpecuiiarity which he had

acquired through external influences, by his upbringing at
home or at school, but an innate quality that was also appar­
ent in his father’s unsettled character.; It was a supernatural
force, comparable to a motor driving a thousand wheels.

Nevertheless, father and son were affected by this quality'
in different ways. The father’s unruly nature was bridled
by one steadying factor — his position. The discipline of
his office gave his volatile character purpose and direction.
Again and again he was saved from complications by the
hard exigencies of his duties.

The uniform of the customs official served as a cover for
anything that may have gone on in the stormy sphere of his
private life. In particular, being in the service, he unreserv­
edly accepted the authority on which the service was built.
Although Alois Hitler was inclined to liberal views — an
inclination not uncommon in the Austrian Civil Service —
he would never have questioned the authority of the State,
epitomized in the person of the Emperor. By fully submit­
ting to this accepted authority, Alois Hitler was able to steer
safely through all the dangerous reefs and sandbanks of his
life, on which otherwise he might have foundered.

This also throws a different light on his obstinate efforts to
make a civil servant of Adolf. It was for him more than a
father’s usual preoccupation with his son’s future. His pur-|
pose was rather to direct his son into a position which neces­
sitated submission to authority. It is quite possible that the
father did not himself realise the inner reason of his attitude,
but his determination in insisting on his point of view shows
that he must have felt how much was at stake for his son.
So well did he know him.

With equal determination Adolf refused to comply with
his father’s wishes, although he himself had only very hazy
ideas about his future. To became a painter would have
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been the worst possible insult to his father, for it would have
meant just that aimless wandering to which he (the father)
was so much opposed.

With his refusal to enter the Civil Service, Adolf Hitler’s'
path diverges sharply from that of his father; it takes a dif-i
ferent course, final and irrevocable. It was, indeed, the great
decision of his life. The years that followed it I spent at his
side. I could observe how earnestly he tried to find the right
path for his future, not merely a job that would provide a
livelihood, but real tasks for which his talents were fitted.'

Alois Hitler died suddenly. On January 3. 1908 - he was’
sixty-five and still strong and active — he went, as usual)
punctually at ten o’clock in the morning to have his drink.!
Without warning he collapsed in his chair. Before a doctor ,
or a priest could be called, he was dead.

When the fourteen-year-old son saw his dead father he’
burst out into uncontrollable weeping. W T V

V then I first knet
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dch he stuck to everything he had once accepted j
'he Nationalist ideology became his political
med an unalterable element of his nature. No I
back would change him. He remained till his
! had been at sixteen — a Nationalist.
nd firmly fixed before his eyes, he observed and
xisting political conditions. Nothing was too i
he gave his attention to even the most trivial ,1

ok a stand in regard to everything — the less it j
m, the more heatedly. He made up for the
cance of his own existence by taking an inter­
im affairs, thus giving aim and direction to his
;e things. With all his all-embracing interests,
ich against him, and he saw everywhere only
hostility. And yet, nobody had ever heard of

nes I was even sorry for him. With his un-
what a happy life he could have led; and how ■

tiade things for himself! He was always up ,
hing and at odds with the world. Just that
ree spirit which distinguishes most young peo-
y alien to him. I never saw him take anything
thing had to be thoroughly studied and tested
mid fit into his great political design. Tradi-
olitical sense, meant nothing to him. To sum
Id had to be radically changed in all its aspects.
d be wrong to conclude that the young Hitler
f heart and soul into the political struggle of
rale, sickly, lanky youth, quite unknown and
I in the ways of the city, shy and reticent rather
, he carried on this intense activity all on his
he most important ideas and solutions, that
dience, would he propound in the evening to
ly insignificant and lonely figure. The young
onship to politics is similar to his attitude to
ty be permitted this rather indelicate compari-

While going through my father’s
several books on military subjects,
edition of the history of the Franco-German War, 1^70—1871;
two volumes of an illustrated magazine of thosff years now
became my favourite reading, and before loft'g this heroic
struggle had become my greatest intellectual experience.
From now on, I grew increasingly enthusiastic for everything
that had anything to do with war or soldiers'.

the young nationalist . 77 I
son. The more intensely he was intellectually occupied with?
politics, the more did he refrain from taking part in prac­
tical, political activity. He did not join any party or organi­
zation, did not take part in party manifestations, and took
care not to spread his own ideas outside of our friendship.
What I noticed then in him in Linz — to stick to my meta­
phor— may be described as a first ogling with politics
nothing more, as though he had had a presentiment of whatj^
politics would come to mean to him.

For the time being, politics remained for him only an
exercise in the realm of ideas. This striking reticence shows
a trait in his character that seems to contradict his impatience
_ his ability to wait. Politics remained for him for some
years a matter of watching, of criticising social conditions, of
study, gathering experience; it remained a matter private to
himself, and consequently without any importance for the
public life of that day.

It is interesting to note that the young Hitler in those
years was strongly opposed to everthing military. This seems
to be contradicted by a passage in Mein Kampf.

I suspect that this recollection owes its existence to the
circumstances of his imprisonment in Landsberg, where his
book was written; for when I knew Adolf Hitler, he was
utterly averse to “anything to do with war or soldiers.” Of /
course he was annoyed by the young lieutenants who flut-

rary, I cam
ong them a

across
opular


